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SEATTLE, Feb. 12 — Jack Wright, socialist candidate 
for Seattle City Council, polled 5,554 votes in the primary 
election yesterday. This was 10'« of the total vote cast. 
W righ t finished 12th in a field*-
o f 21 candidates. The ten h igh ­
est vote-getters W ill be in  a 
ru n -o ff e l e c t i o n  in  March. 
W righ t thus came <jlo.se to qua l­
ify in g  fo r the run-off.

In  a post-election statement, 
Jack W rig h t’s campaign com­
m ittee declared: "The fact that 
W righ t came so near to nom i­
nation is the source of great 
ju b ila tio n  among a ll m ilitan ts  
in  Seattle. This dem onstration 
of strength of the Socialist p ro ­
gram and the p rinc ip le  of in ­
dependent w o rk ing  class p o lit i­
cal action registered by the e f­
fo rts  of a small campaign com­
m ittee  w ith  meager financial

LOS ANG ELES— The question 
o f united po litica l action o f a ll 
socialists in  the 1958 elections 
w h ich  is now  in the fo re fron t 
o f consideration by Am erican 
radicals, w il l  be discussed by 
tw o na tiona lly  prom inent po­
lit ic a l leaders in  Los Angeles 
on Saturday, March 1 . The 
speakers are V incent R. H a lli- 
nan. Presidentia l candidate of 
the Progressive P a rly  in  1952, 
and James P. Cannon, National 
Chairm an of the Socialist 
W orkers P arly .

H a llinan  w il l  g ive his views 
on how to present the ideas of 
socialism to  the Am erican peo­
ple as a practica l answer to the 
m a jo r problems o f preserving 
peace, defending c iv il liberties, 
and combating the th reat of 
depression.

Cannon w il l  elaborate on the 
proposal made by the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  National Com­
m ittee in the Feb. 3 National 
Guardian fo r jo in t election ac­
t iv i ty  in  1958 by the various 
socialist tendencies to challenge 
the tw o B ig  Business parties.

T he ir ta lks w ill be preceded 
by a d inner at 7 P.M. and are 
scheduled to begin at 8 P.M. 
The d inner-m eeting w il l  be 
held at Forum Hall, 1702 East 
4th Street, under the auspices 
o f the Socialist W orkers Party. 
For reservations, call W Ebster 
5-9238.

resources appears lo  many as 
positive proof tha t a un ited so­
cia list coa lition w ould become 
a power to be reckoned w ith  
on the electoral fie ld ."

W right, who ran on the p ro ­
gram of the Socialist W orkers 
Party , received impressive back­
ing from  a ll w orking-class and 
progressive circles. Thus he 
won the endorsement o f his 
own union, Local 158 o f the 
In te rna tiona l M o 1 d e r s and 
Foundry W orkers. In  add ition 
he was endorsed by such prom ­
inent ind iv idua ls  as V incent 
H a l l i n a n ,  1952 Progressive 
P arty  candidate fo r president; 
T e rry  Pettus, N orthw est ed ito r 
of People's W orld ; C. H. Fisher, 
President o f the Washington 
Pension U nion; Jay Sykes, 
prom inent c iv il  libe rties  a t­
torney; D r. Jay Friedm an and 
others.
PEO PLE’S W ORLD 
COMM ENTS F A V O R A B LY

In the last week o f the cam­
paign, the People’s W orld , in 
an ed ito ria l on the N orthw est 
elections mentioned five candi­
dates favorab ly, inc lud ing  Jack 
W righ t. ‘‘W h ile  the s itua tion  in  

(Con tin  n a l on Page 1)

Polls 5,554

JA C K  W R IG H T, Socialisl 
W orkers Parly-endorsed can­
didate fo r Seattle C ity  Coun­
c il, polled 1 0 % of the vote 
in  the Feb. 11 elections. He 
ran 12 th  in  a field o f 2 1 .

Breadlines Reported 
As Layoffs Mount

U.S. Gave Airplanes, Bombs 
That Murdered 68 in Tunisia'

By Sarah Love ll
D ETR O IT, Feb. 9— The So­

c ia lis t W orkers P a rly  liled  21,- 
000 petitions in  Lansing last 
Wednesday fo r a place on the 
M ichigan ba llo t th is year. But 
the SWP pe tition  campaign is 
not completed. The 21.000 tiled 
were on ly  the firs t insta llm ent. 
S tale offic ia ls were in form ed 
tha t another ins ta llm ent o f at 
least 9,000 add itiona l petitions 
w ould be filed in  the nex t few 
weeks, to b ring  the to ta l to 
30,000, or tw ice  the num ber 
lega lly  required. This is be­
cause we are determ ined that 
no p re text shall be used to 
keep a socialist ticke t off the 
ba llo t, as was done in  1956.

P artic ipa ting  in  the petition 
w ork  are those w ith  lots of 
experience in  previous cam­
paigns and those who are doing 
it  fo r the firs t time. B u t fo r all 
o f us, the firs t-tim ers and the 
old hands, th is  is something 
new —  the nature o f the re ­
sponse from  the people we ta lk  
to, th e ir readiness to sign pe­
titions to help pu t an indepen­
dent w orkers ’ pa rty  on the 
ballot.
T A L K  TO THO USANDS

Despite the cold and the 
w ind , despite occasional rebuffs, 
th is is p roving  to be a w onder­
fu lly  enjoyable and education­
al experience. It's  not only the 
fact tha t people w il l  sign read­
ily  and tha t we get the satis­
faction o f accomplishing w hat 
we set out to do. I t  has also 
g iven us the oppo rtun ity  to 
ta lk  to thousands o f people —  
to hear w hat they are th in k ­
ing —  and the chance to ex­
p la in some o f our ideas.

The most general reaction we 
find is e ithe r doubt or disgust 
w ith  both the Dem ocratic and 
Republican parties. One m ight 
have thought the Democrats 
w ould be benefiting by de­
fau lt, since unem ploym ent th is 
tim e comes under the Eisen­
hower adm in istra tion. There is 
some blam ing of the R epubli­
cans in  pa rticu la r, bu t surp ris ­
in g ly  l it t le  of it. And w hat 
there is comes from  Democrats 
who are e ither taken in  by, or 
try in g  to sell, the idea that the 
Democrats are fo r the workers. 
In  the main, people feel the 
Democrats are re a lly  no d iffe r­
ent, and they say so, and are 
ge tting  wise to the game of 
vo ting  one pa rty  in , then the 
other, w ith  the ir conditions of 
life  rem ain ing the same.

The idea o f a labor pa rty  is 
(Continued on Page } )

Algerian Freedom Fighters

Recruits to the A lgerian  L ibera tion  A rm y  tra in ing  in the woods. The A lgerian  w ar fo r 
nationa l libe ra tion  began Nov. 1, 1954. French im peria lism  has used a ll the methods of Nazism 
in  its attem pt to hold on to the colony. The bom bing of a Tunisian v illage by the French 
was in  re ta lia tion  fo r Tunisian aid to the A lge rian  revo lu tion.

Not One Public School 
Is Integrated this Term

By George Lavan
Six months ago Congress 

passed the compromise C iv il 
R ights b ill. The firs t ha lf of 
the school year has elapsed 
since nine Negro ch ild ren  in 
L it t le  Rock succeeded in  en ter­
ing Central H igh School. What 
progress has desegregation and 
c iv il righ ts made in  th is time?

A candid answer m ust be: no 
progress. In  fact, a setback has 
been registered and some past 
gains have been underm ined.

Both in 1956 and 1957 there 
was an a larm ing slowdown in  
school desegregation. The num ­
ber of Negro ch ild ren  in te ­
grated last September had 
dw ind led  to a mere tr ick le , 
though the excitem ent over 
L it t le  Rock tended to obscure 
th is fact.
NONE A T  M ID Y E A R

B u t now that tr ic k le  has 
stopped. Every m idyear since 
tne Supreme C ourt decision has 
seen some schools in tegra ting  
fo r the second semester. This 
m idyear no t a single school 
desegregated. N ot on ly  is th is a 
setback in itse lf but it  augurs 
i ll  fo r next September.

In  the case o f Dallas, Texas, 
where a federal d is tr ic t court 
had ordered school desegrega­
tion to begin w ith  the second 
semester in January, the order 
was overru led by the U. S. F ifth  
C ircu it C ourt o f Appeals. This 
decision calls in to  question 
w hether the long-delayed de­
segregation in that c ity ’s schools 
w il l  even be scheduled fo r next 
year. An ominous note in  the 
C ircu it Court's decision was its 
blest against the d is tr ic t court's 
in junc tion  restra in ing the D a l­
las school au thorities " fro m  
requ iring  or p e rm itting  segre­
gation of the races." The ap­
peals court em phatica lly de­
clared that w h ile  the lower 
court m ight fo rb id  Texas au­
thorities  from  "re q u ir in g " seg­
regation it  had no r ig h t to fo r ­
bid the ir "p e rm itt in g " it.

NO IN D IC TM EN TS
The an ti-in teg ra tion  tide has 

been flow ing ever since the 
f e d e r a l  governm ent demon­
strated tha t it d id not intend 
to fo llow  up the sending of 
troops to L it t le  Rock w ith  
prosecutions o f Gov. Faubus or 
the ring-leaders of tiie  an ti-

Negro mob. W ashington le t it 
be know n that i t  w ould  not 
ask fo r any ind ictm ents in  con­
nection w ith  the racist violence 
in L it t le  Rock. M oreover there 
have been no moves, or even 
ta lk  o f moves, to punish Faubus 
or any of the rac is t mob lead­
ers fo r contem pt of court 
though they were c learly  in  
v io la tion  o f both federal court 
in junctions issued du ring  the 
L it t le  Rock school crisis.

The federal governm ent’s ac­
tion in L it t le  Rock has been 
confined solely to reducing the 
num ber of troops i t  was o rig ­
ina lly  forced to send there. A ll 
federal troops have long since 
been w ithd raw n . There rem ain 
on du ty  on ly a few Arkansas 
nationa l guardsmen in tem por­
ary federal service.

The le ttin g  of Faubus and the 
racist mob leaders o ff scot free 
and the hasty w ith d ra w a l of 
troops gave a tremendous boost 
to the shaken morale of the 
w h ite  supremacists. They now 
hope to undo the ir defeat at 
Central H igh  School. In  this 
they have been bolstered by a

(Continued on Page 4)

To the President of the United States,
Sir:

The brutal bombing of the Tunisian village of 
Sakiet-Sidi-Youssef on Feb. 8 has roused the indignation 
and anger of the entire world. That anger is not directed 
alone at the French imperialists who were responsible 
for the atrocity in Tunisia. At least 17 of the planes used 
in the French attack were made in the United States. The 
bullets and bombs that crushed an occupied school build­
ing, smashed Red Cross relief trucks and killed 68 men, 
women and children, were made in the United States. 
They were given to France under the NATO military- 
aid program.

The unspeakable  a tro c ity  at S ak ie t-S id i-Y ousse f flow s 
o u t o f th a t g re a te r F re n ch  a tro c ity  —  its  w a r in  A lg e r ia  
designed to  keep the  A lg e r ia n  people in  bondage.

For more than three years, France has sought to 
crush the people of Algeria, killing, jailing and torturing 
human beings whose sole desire is to rule themselves as 
a free and independent people. None of this would have 
been possible without the economic and military backing 
of the United States.

Since World War II, your administration and that 
of your Democratic predecessors have financed French 
imperialist efforts to retain its ill-gotten empire to the 
tune of $12 billion. The nine-year war of France to defeat 
the liberation struggle of Indo-China cost the French 
nation approximately $5 billion. The United States pro­
vided France with two of these five billion dollars. With 
U.S. aid more than 200,000 Indo Chinese lost their lives. 
French, with U.S.-donated arms, then murdered in Mor­
occo and now in Algeria and Tunisia.

New Loan to France
Only a little  more than a week before the sudden and 

unprovoked attack on a defenseless village by a modern, 
well-armed power, your administration granted new 
loans totaling $274 million to France plus many more 
millions in credit to bolster its war-strained economy.

The S ocia lis t W o rke rs  P a r ly  p ro tests  v ig o ro u s ly  
against the  c o n tin u a tio n  o f the  rea c tion a ry , p ro - im p e r ia l­
is t p o lic y  of the U.S. S tate  D ep a rtm en t. W e dem and th a t 
a ll a id  to  F rench  im p e r ia lis m  in  the  fo rm  o f arm s, finances 
and c re d it be w ith d ra w n  at once.

In our opinion, the American people, were they con­
sulted, would stand with the independence struggle of 
the Algerian people, not with their oppressors. We pro­
pose that this view be tested with a national debate and 
referendum vote of the American people on U.S. policy 
toward the Algerian revolution. W’e for our part have no 
doubt about what the outcome of such a vote would be.

Farrell Dobbs 
National Secretary, 
Socialist Workers Party

There's Money for Grand Jury Smear but Not for Schools
B y  Joyce C ow ley

NEW YORK, Feb. 10 — Last Friday nearly 700 
“ troublesome” pupils were suspended from New York 
City schools. This get-tough policy was announced two 
days a fte r M ayor W agner and*-------------------------------------------
the Board of Education held an 
emergency conference, on the 
school crisis.

As every parent in  the c ity  
knows, th is crisis has existed 
fo r years, bu t i t  took the su i­
cide o f a school p rinc ipa l, 
w hich in tu rn  precip ita ted a 
struggle fo r a u th o rity  between 
the Board of Education and a 
B rook lyn  Grand Ju ry  inves ti­
gating delinquency, to get the 
M ayor w orried.

The lirs t concrete proposal 
Wagner made was to le t " d if f i ­
c u lt"  students leave school at 
fourteen or lifieen  to find part- 
tim e employment-, w hich w ould 
deny them the r ig h t to a fu r ­
ther education and remove 
them from  any supervision or 
poss ib ility  of help tha t now 
exists. The im m ediate suspen­
sions w hich fo llow ed the con­
ference are fu rth e r evidence of 
the hysteria of c ity  and school 
authorities.
NO ONE ASKED  H IM

George G oldfarb, whose death 
touched o il the present tu rm o il,

was princ ipa l of John M arshall 
Jun io r H igh and a man w ith  an 
excellent record. He d id his 
best, in cooperation w ith  stu­
dents and parents, to w ork out 
sehool problems, although like  
a ll school offic ia ls today he was 
handicapped by lack o f ade­
quate fac ilitie s  and staff. The 
B rooklyn  Grand Ju ry  singled 
him out, questioned him  and 
threatened to ind ic t him . Now 
tha t he is dead the ir legal j 
a u tho rity  to do these th ings is j 
openly disputed. B u t before- 
his trag ic leap from  the roof 
of his home, no one asked 
whether a grand ju ry  investi­
gation was the proper way lo 
discuss the problems o f our 
schools.

On Jan. 27, the day before 
George G oldfarb 's suicide, a 
public hearing was held on the 
1958-59 school budget, w hich 
revealed fa r more about the 
real cause of the crisis in our 
schools than the questioning 
and harrassment o f ind iv idua l 
teachers and officials.

“ In  our B ronx H igh  School 
o f Science," said Mrs. Ethel 
Dancis o f B ronx PS 106, one of 
more than a hundred speakers 
who appeared at the hearing, 
“ the students arc using physics 
textbooks prin ted in  1934.”
'34 TEXTS IN  USE

This year, in  v iew  of over­
crow ding, ( c a c h e  r  shortages, 
lack o f counseling and other 
special fac ilities, an increased 
budget was proposed. This in ­
crease w ould  seem im perative 
to make even tiie  firs t steps 
toward solving sehool problems. 
B u i M ayor Wagner and his ad­
m in is tra tion  d idn 't w ant to 
spend so much money on 
schools, so lhey exerted a lit t le  
pressure (apparently not much 
was required) and a hastily  
m utila ted  budget was presented 
— $50 m illio n  short of the one 
o rig in a lly  proposed —  actually 
smaller, a lthough the New York 
school population has increased, 
then the previous year's budget.

A ng ry  parents, teachers, c iv ic  
workers and supervisors spoke 
at the public hearing lo pro­
test these budget cuts, which 
pa rticu la rly  affected teachers’ 
salaries as w ell as a number 
oj measures w hich would have 
im plem ented the school in te ­

g ra tion  program, counseling and 
other special services.
SNEAK OUT

Members of the Board of 
Education did not listen very 
a tten tive ly  as speaker after 
speaker accused them o f ir re ­
sponsible surrender to pressure 
from  C ity  H a ll, or as parents 
told about leaking roofs, fire 
v io lations a n d  inadequately 
heated build ings. In  fact, they 
d idn ’t even stay around to hear 
most of it. By la te r afternoon, 
only Mrs. Cccile Ruth Sands of 
B rooklyn  remained to repre­
sent the Board.

A t 7:05 Mrs. E lizabeth Spisa 
of the Queen’s B ryan t HS Par­
ents Association, ca rry ing  a 
big shopping bag. began to 
speak. Mrs. Sands asked her lo 
come to the point.

" A ll  r ig h t 1 w il l, ”  said Mrs. 
Spisa as she threw  a to rn  and 
d ir ty  book in front, of Mrs. 
Sands. She proceeded to take 
another ha lf dozen books, even 
d ir t ie r  than the first, out o f her 
shopping bag. These were the 
texts her daughter received last 
September.

" A ll  these things are ten to 
tw enty years o ld !”  

i ” 1 don’t w an t them ,”  Mrs. 
i Sands protested.

"T hey ’re a g ift, "  Mrs. Spisa 
replied. "T ry  teaching ch ild ren  
w ith  these."

This p ile  of battered, ou t-o f- 
date books in fro n t of a lone 
member of the Board of E du­
cation does more to h igh ligh t 
the problems of our schools 
than the B rook lyn  Grand Ju ry  
w ith  its arrogant assumption of 
a u th o rity  and its condemnation 
of ind iv idua ls  in the school sys­
tem who are hopelessly caught 
in d ifficu ltie s  they cannot pos­
s ib ly  resolve. There isn ’t enough 
money in New Y ork  C ity  fo r 
the build ings, the staff and the 
services lo  give our ch ild ren  an 
adequate education.
TERROR IS CHEAPER

There is money to keep the 
grand ju ry  investigation going 
fo r an indefin ite  num ber ol 
months. There is money to pu t 
policemen in the schools. There 
is money —  it w il l  take an 
estimated quarte r of a m illio n  
— to try  to send fifteen year 
old ch ild ren  to the e lectric cha ir 
in the k ill in g  of M ichael Farm ­
er. B u t there is no money to 
pay teachers an adequate sal­
a ry  or bu ild  new schools, and 
there is no money to  provide 
the fac ilities  needed to handle 
seriously d isturbed ch ild ren  in

special schools. More and more, 
helpless in the face o f a stead­
ily  m ounting  crisis, the C ity  
adm in is tra tion  resorts to re ­
pression and terror.

The m ajor proposals made as 
a resu lt o f the M ayor’s em er­
gency conference include lo w ­
ering the age at w h ich  de­
linquents can leave school, 
more correctional ins titu tions, 
m ore tru a n t officers, bu t no th­
ing was said about the most 
obvious firs t step — restoring 
to the school budget the $50 
m illio n  W agner decided New 
Y ork  C ity  cou ldn ’t afford.

The basic reason fo r the re ­
actionary and inadequate char­
acter of th is emergency p ro ­
gram is that the c ity  adm inis­
tra tion  and school authorities 
have not consulted the people 
most d irec tly  concerned, the 
ones who have an in tim a te  day- 
to-day know ledge o f sehool 
problems. The parents, the 
teachers and the students them ­
selves are the on ly ones who 
rea lly  w ant to w ork  out and 
enforce a program in the in - 
interests of New York C ity  
schools and the ch ild ren  who 
attend them.

Education in the 
U.S. and USSR

(See Page 3)

Michigan SWP 
Files for 
Ballot Place

Hallman,Cannon 
To Speak on 
Political Action

“ I  th o u g h t I  w o u ld  fin d  s o m e th in g  else to  do, b u t I  
h a v e n ’t  fo u n d  a n y th in g  y e t. I ’ve  been a ro u n d  q u ite  a lo t. 
I  w e n t o u t to  L a  G ra n g e  w h e re  th e y  have  th e  b ig  a u to ­
m otive  plant. They to ld  me4—;-----------------------------
they w eren ’t  h ir in g  anv new s' nglc m onth ly  leap in unem- 
men u n til they had taken back P aym en t ever recorded. The 
the men they la id  off. Tha t’s o ffic ia l to ta l count o f jobless 
about 1,000 men. Seems like  now stands at 4,494,000. This 
there aren ’t many jobs r ig h t figure does not include the 
now. They don’t call it  a de- great num ber on a short w ork  
pression, bu t i t  sure is an aw - week a*- reduced pay. 
fu l long recession." T ha t’s the B U IL D IN G  TRADE ID E A L  
p ictu re  of the present economic M eanw hile those who m an_ 
s itua tion  that a Chicago co rn » - to hold on t 0  lh c ir  jobs 
pondent o f the C hristian S c - w jn  havc lhe heat pouvcd on 
ence M on ito r got from  a young thcm  fo r more producti0n w ith  
factory  w orker standing in a an accompanying attack on 
long line at the unem ploym ent hard_won union conditions. An
insurance office. im portan t step was taken in

M any areas report situations thig d ircc tion  w ilh  thc Feb. 5 
fa r more d iff ic u lt, w ith  reports agrccm cnt bctwecn the A F L - 
of breadlines beginning to ap- c l o  bu ild ing  tradcs doparl_ 
pear in  the news. One such m enl and t|)c NaUonal Con- 
reporl has come from  the steel s lruc lo rs  Association, 
tow n of Lora in , Ohio. On Feb. A
5. Senator Gore of Tennessee According to tins agreement.
reported tha t 1 0 % of the peo- w h 'ch w l11  bc in lt.la lI-V HJ,p ,od 
pie in  Memphis and surround- 111 hcav>' construction and then 
ing  Shelby County were "stand- ‘-^cm le d  throughout thc b u ild ­
ing  in  line  fo r distress d is lr i-  ‘ " 6  fie ld> the “ " 1° "  ag,rce" l,° 
button of food." e lim ina te  so-called ‘‘featherbed-

M any other areas may soon d in g ”  Th,is n\ ca?s tb a l mcn 
reach s im ila r conditions. A kept on the job  fo r the times 
staggering jum p  in unem plov- dur,1,ng lh ® ^  ' " hcn l l l Lv arc 
m en l was recorded for the ,c;aHv n,cedcd w d l now be oul 
m onth of January by the U. S. °,r w o lk - A l the «a m . ° 1 
Commerce and Labor depart- hosc rem ain ing ° n the job w ill 
ments. According to th e ir a l- bc ca rry ing  exit a loads. The 
wavs conservative figures 1,2 0 9 .- agreement also aims at e mu- 
0 0 0  lost th e ir jobs d u ring  thc na tm 9 e3rly ^ash-up  lim e, un ­
month -  possibly the greatest. necessary absenteeism and 
__________________  ____  union opposition to labor-sav-

Thc Memphis. Tenn.. A F L - ing devices, a ll of w h ich  spells 
C IO Council has gone on rec- out more unem ploym ent fo r the 
ord against a proposed c ity  or- bu ild ing  trades. This deal was 
dinancc to harass the National negotiated by R ichard Gray of 
Association fo r the Advance- the A F L  B u ild in g  Trades De­
m ent of Colored People. * pa rim en i.

Socialist Polls 
Impressive Vote 
In Seattle

< 222

Dobbs to President: 
‘Cancel Financial and 
Military Aidto France’
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New Move to Expel 
Dissidents from LA. 
Communist Party

Two members of fhe Com­
m unist P arty  in  Southern Cal­
ifo rn ia , re instated last Decem­
ber, because unconstitu tiona lly  
expelled, now face new, un ­
specified charges. The tw o are 
pa rt of a group of live  m em ­
bers in  Orange County expelled 
fro m  the pa rty  fo r a llegedly en­
gaging in  a "T ro tsky is t con­
sp iracy" against the party.

The five who form ed pa rt of 
a Len in is t group in  the parly , 
denied a ll "conspiracy" charges 
bu't free ly  adm itted to associa­
tio n  w ith  leading members of 
the  Socialist W orkers P a rty  in 
C a lifo rn ia  and to reading SWP 
lite ra tu re . In  a le tte r sent to 
the  socialist and labor press last 
September and p rin ted  in  the 
Sept. 23 M ilita n t, the live  w rote 
"T h is  heresy [o f p rocla im ing 
ih *  r ig h t to free ly  associate 
w ith  other socialists] proved 
m ore than the L . A. leadership 
ço i|ld  tolerate. H aving  fa iled  to 
make us recant, they took meas­
ures to  excomm unicate us in  
defiance of the new ly  adopted 
p a rty  cons titu tion ." A ll  five 
appealed th e ir expulsion.
* We p r in t below  a le tte r to 
a ll CP members by the five 
dealing w ith  the most recent 
developm ent in  th e ir case. This 
le tte r, too. was sent fo r p u b li­
cation to the socialist and labor 
press. —  Editor.

Dear F riend:
We w ish to in fo rm  you o f im ­

po rtan t new developments in  
the  case o f the  five CP m em ­
bers unconstitu tiona lly  suspend­
ed in  Los Angeles w hich has 
aroused nationw ide i n t e r e s t  
w ith in  the party.

In  December, fo llo w in g  our 
public ized protest, the sub­
com m ittee of the D is tr ic t Coun­
c il in  Southern C a lifo rn ia  asked 
the Orange C ounty c lub  to l i f t  
the suspensions o f three o f us. 
The other two, they contended, 
had fo rfe ited  m em bership sta­
tus. In  doing this, the sub-com­
m ittee  sustained our o rig ina l 
declarations tha t we had been 
suspended in obvious v io la tion  
o f the constitu tion  adopted at 
the last pa rty  convention since 
no fo rm a l charges had been 
fil<ed against us, no tr ia l com­
m ittee  was elected, and no tr ia l 
held.

Th is subcomm ittee fu r th e r re ­
buked the representatives o f the 
D is tr ic t Council who advised 
the  C lub to act in  disregard of 
constitu tiona l safeguards in  our 
Case.

This was a g ra tify in g  correc­
tion. I t  was prom pted at least 
in  p a rt by the m any protests 
made to the L. A. leadership 
both loca lly  and na tiona lly  a fte r 
th is in justice  was brought to 
thé a tten tion  o f the members.
U N SPEC IF IED  CHARGES

B u t i t  proved short-lived. In  
January the Orange County 
C lub, instead of dropping a ll 
charges, in fo rm ed W. P. that, 
even though they had accepted 
his dues, he was not a pa rty  
member. B. D. and B.D. were 
to ld  tha t they w ere being 
b rough t up on new unspecified 
charges. O ur jo in t rep ly  to the 
D is tr ic t Council and the C lub 
regard ing these petty  maneu­
vers is enclosed.

We were fa lse ly  accused and 
w ro n g fu lly  deprived o f our 
rig h ts  on ly because we p ro ­
posed policies opposed by lead­
ers who no longer command 
the  confidence of the members 
and because we v igorously de-

CHICAGO
Eugene F e l d m a n ,  editor, 

Southern N ewsletter, fo rm e rly  
Of M ontgom ery, A la., and W in ­
ston-Salem. "A  S o u t h e r n e r  
Speaks fo r C iv il R ights.”  F r i ­
day, Feb. 28, at 8:15 P.M. Ausp.: 
M ilita n t Labor Forum, 777 W. 
Adams.

C LE V E LA N D
Saturday, Feb. 22, 8 P.M. 

Bert Deck, e d ito ria l board mem­
ber Young Socialist, w il l  speak 
on “ Perspectives fo r  Socialist 
Y ou th .”  Ausp.: M ilita n t Forum , 
10609 Superior.

D ETR O IT
A- J- Muste, chairm an, A m er­

ican Forum  —  For Socialist 
Education, w il l  speak on “ Sput­
niks, Missiles and W orld  Peace.”  
Thursday, Feb. 20, 8 P.M., Cen­
tra l M ethodist Church, 23 E. 
Adams at W oodward.

•
NEW  YO R K

Conrad Lynn , p rom inen t C iv il 
L ibe rties  A tto rn e y  and figh ter 
fo r C iv il R ights, w i l l  speak on 
“ The P o litica l F u tu re  o f the 
Negro People.”  F riday, Feb. 21, 
at 8 P.M. Ausp.: M ilita n t Labor

fended the r ig h t to ta lk  w ith  
non-Party M arxists.

The D is tr ic t Council sub­
comm ittee l e t t e r  r ig h tfu lly  
pointed out tha t " I t  is obvious 
that fo r the r ig h t o f dissent to 
be m eaningfu l, i t  must also in ­
clude the r ig h t to explore other 
points o f v iew , meet and d is­
cuss w ith  other people whose 
v iew po in t may not agree w ith  
ours.”  And yet, when we a t­
tem pted to exercise tha t righ t, 
we were accused of “ factiona l 
a c tiv ity ”  and “ pa rty -w reck ing ."

In  our opinion, the responsi­
b i l i ty  fo r w e a k e n i n g  and 
“ w reck ing”  the pa rty  p r im a rily  
rests upon those, especially in 
the leadership, who have stub­
born ly  refused to break w ith  
the old ideas and methods of 
S ta lin ism  continued in  m od i­
fied form s by Khrushchev and 
to rev iew  these in  the lig h t of 
a re tu rn  to Leninism .

A t the present tim e the mem­
bers who rem ain are looking 
fo r the k in d  o f program  that 
can help them  overcome the 
adm itted weaknesses and errors 
and steer the pa rty  onto a cor­
rect course along socialist lines. 
We have both a r ig h t and a 
d u ty  to partic ipa te  in th is  w o rk  
of reconstruction w ith o u t b u r­
eaucratic interference, w hether 
or not the ideas we have to con­
tr ib u te  are acceptable at th is 
po in t to a m a jo rity .
OPPOSE ELEC TIO N  P O LIC Y

A fte r the experience o f L it t le  
Rock, we are even more firm ly  
opposed to the po licy o f po­
lit ic a l class collaboration w hich 
gives support to  Democratic 
P arty  candidates who are po­
lit ic a l agents o f the ru lin g  cap­
ita lis t class and enemies of the 
struggle fo r Negro equa lity . A t 
the same tim e pa rty  leaders re ­
fuse to support Socialist can­
didates and even, as in  the 
F lyn n  campaign in  New Y ork 
C ity , re ject the aid offered. The 
fa ilu re  to take a positive  a tt i­
tude toward the indicated re ­
groupm ent of L e ft forces in th is 
country on ly  adds to the dis­
cred it and isolation of our party  
from  other socialist forces.

Despite the latest maneuvers 
against us, we are continu ing 
our efforts to become re in te ­
grated w ith  fu l l  rights. We 
know  tha t m any comrades in  
Los Angeles and elsewhere who 
do no t necessarily agree w ith  
our views have expressed w il l ­
ingness to support these efforts.

O ur case has more than a 
personal or local significance. 
I t  stands fo rth  as a test of the 
guarantee o f in te rn a l democ­
racy w rit te n  in to  the revised 
pa rty  constitu tion, o f the pos­
s ib ilitie s  o f changing the harm ­
fu l practices o f the past, and 
pe rm ittin g  the advocacy o f a 
Len in is t program o f m ilita n t 
class struggle.

C. H., J. H.
B. D.. B. D „
W. P.

Copies to the Socialist and 
labor press.

For fu r th e r in fo rm a tion  or 
add itiona l copies o f these le t­
ters w rite : Edward Davis, Box 
132, Buena Park, C a lif.

“ . . . defects w hich have been 
observed in  ch ild ren  irrad ia ted  
before b ir th  include coordina­
tion  defects, mongolism, sku ll 
m alform ations, c le ft palate, club 
feet, gen ita l deform ities, and 
general m enta l and physical 
subnorm ality .”  (“ Radiation — 
W hat I t  Is and H ow I t  A ffects 
You,”  by Shubert and Lapp.)

Forum , 116 U n ive rs ity  Place. 
C on tribu tion : $1.00.
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Calendar of Euents

New Signs of Anti-W ar Sentiment
By H a rry  R ing

In  Western Europe there has 
been fo r many years apparent 
popular pressure fo r an end to 
the cold war. In  th is country, 
however, most o f the people 
have appeared, even if  re luc­
ta n tly , to accept the need fo r 
w ar preparations. B u t there are 
now significant symptoms of 
change of th in k in g  among the 
Am erican people.

Basing h im self on Congres­
sional reactions to President 
E isenhower’s S tate-of-the-U nion 
message last month, the col­
um nist Roscoe Drum m ond ven­
tu red a guess in the Jan. 12 
N. Y . H erald T ribune  tha t “ the 
Am erican people are fa r more 
eager to press negotiations w ith  
the Soviets than Secretary 
Dulles and some others in  the 
A dm in is tra tion  have believed.”

Signs tha t D rum m ond was 
guessing r ig h t can be found in 
the labor press o f the country. 
Thus Labor's D a ily  rep rin ts  an 
ed ito ria l from  the Des Moines 
Register, w hich condemns as 
“ dangerous”  the “ standing U. S. 
‘strategic ob jective ’ o f the past 
decade — capab ility  to destroy 
Russia.”

Such expressions in  Labo r’s 
D a ily  are s ign ifican t consider­
ing tha t the top  labor o ffic ia l­
dom, whose w ra th  the paper 
must constantly look ou t for, 
has been how ling  over the 
years fo r g iant arms expendi­
tures and vigorous prosecution 
of the cold war. O n ly  last 
month, we had the spectacle of 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers President 
W a lte r Reuther p rocla im ing the 
need to forego the shorter w ork 
week on the spurious ground 
o f m eeting a S pu tn ik  “ menace.”

However, w ith in  the second­
ary leadership o f R uether’s 
own union, voices are now  be­
ing raised against the cold war. 
In  the Jan. 24 issue o f Search­
ligh t, p rin ted  by F lin t Chevro­
le t Local 659, Carl Johnson 
w rites: “ I t  is now becoming 
more and more obvious that

peace-time needs and im proved 
liv in g  standards fo r people 
everywhere.”

Am ong cap ita lis t politic ians, 
Sen. H ubert H um phrey (D- 
M inn.). know n to have a sensi­
tive  feel of the public pulse, is 
speaking out against the Dulles 
—  in re a lity  the b i-partisan — 
policy.

In  a Feb. 4 speech in the 
Senate H um phrey proposed that 
negotiations fo r a tyalt to  nu ­
clear tests be separated from  
general disarm am ent negotia­
tions — a stand opposed by the 
State D epartm ent because it 
wants to keep the tests going. 
H um phrey also critic ized Wash­
ington's n ine-po in t “ first-step”  
disarm am ent package and said 
tha t progress could be made 
tow ard  disarmament on ly i f  the 
nine points were negotiated one 
at a time.

W hat H um phrey had to say, 
however, can by no means be 
viewed as the expression o f a 
“ m ovem ent" in  the Senate. Ac­
cording to the Feb. 10 I. F. 
Stone’s W eekly, there was but 
one R epublican and no more 
than a dozen Democrats in the 
chamber th roughout his speech. 
Indeed, Hanson W. B a ldw in, 
m ilita ry  expert o f the N. Y. 
Times w rites, Feb. 4, tha t “ the 
old ta lk  o f p reventive  w a r — 
made sweeter b y  another name, 
‘preventive  re ta lia tio n ’ —  has 
been heard again, though in 
m uted tones, in  W ashington 
singe the launching o f the So­
v ie t sa te llite .”

Y e t H um phrey is not to ta lly  
isolated in  his present stand. 
In  the Feb. 8 Labor’s D a ily , 
W ashington correspondent A1 
T o ffle r gives an extensive ac­
count of the stand taken by 
Rep. S tew art U da ll (D .-Ariz.) 
in  opposition to the demand of 
top Démocraties fo r an acceler­
ation o f the arms race. U da ll 
declares: “ The great advocates 
of the arms race are presenting 
a face of the Democratic party , 
which, i f  regarded as the face

A Growing Menace

the people of th is  country as 
w e ll as the w o rld  w ant to see 
a w orld  settlem ent tha t o u t­
laws w ar. A w o rld  of peaceful 
coexistence and disarmament. 
I t  is no longer ju s t the senti­
m ent of labor w h ich  stands 
to gain most, but a section o f 
the press tha t usually speaks 
fo r cap ita l."

In  the January issue o f the 
paper of the D e tro it C hrysler

Local 212, an unsigned artic le  
h its sharply at the concept of 
a w ar economy as the means of 
avo id ing depression and goes 
on to declare: . . the tim e
has come when th ough tfu l and 
in fo rm ed Am ericans w ould  add 
th e ir voices and support to 
ris ing  w orld  demands fo r an 
end to cold w ar and fo r an a ll- 
out campaign to u tilize  re ­
sources and know -how  fo r

In  a Feb. 6 le tte r to the New 
Y o rk  Times (p rin ted  Feb. 10), 
Norman T h o m a s ,  a leading 
member of the Socialist P arty- 
Social Dem ocratic Federation 
takes tha t newspaper to task 
fo r its attacks on the Egyp lian- 
S yrian  un ifica tion. Thomas re ­
cently  vis ited the M idd le  East 
and on his re tu rn  advised U.S.- 
Soviet cooperation to  affect 
d isarmament in  the area.

Thomas w rites  tha t . . it  
w ould be disastrous fo r the 
U n ited  States, o ffic ia lly  or un­
o ffic ia lly , to seem to oppose 
approaches to A rab  u n ity . We 
should be accused even more 
vehem ently than we are today 
o f p ractic ing  the old Roman 
m axim  ‘d iv ide  and govern.’ 
There is some evidence tha t 
the speed w ith  w h ich  the Cairo 
negotiations were carried on 
was p a rtly  due to Secretary 
D ulles’ t r ip  to A nkara  to sup­
port the Baghdad Pact nations,

“ Tha t pact is com m only re ­
garded in  the A rab  w orld , ex­
cept by members o f a few 
governing cliques, as a prim e 
expression of Western im p e ria l­
ism. Nowhere d id I see more 
p ictures o f Nasser than in  
Iraq. . . .
W HO A G ITA TE S  
A G A IN S T  IS R AE L

“ Nowhere d id  I  hear greater 
denunciation o f Israel than in  
Iraq  from  men who support 
the Baghdad Pact and do not 
w an t u n ity  w ith  Nasser . . . 
B y  no means do I  applaud 
everyth ing  tha t President Nas­
ser has said or done. B u t he 
was one o f the few  Arabs who, 
in  the long ta lk  I  had w ith  him , 
d id  not m ention Israel or hatred 
o f Israel as a m o tiva ting  force. 
This was qu ite  in contrast w ith  
some o f the ta lks  I  heard in 
Iraq  among our [U.S. State 
D epartm ent] friends who, you 
th in k , m ay fo rm  the r iv a l pact 
o f the kings, presum ably in  fa ­
vo r o f the West. I f  there is 
such a un ion o f Saudi A rabia, 
Jordan and Iraq  i t  w il l  be 
enorm ously unpopular w ith  a ll 
the younger, more vigorous and 
more democratic elements in 
those countries.

You w il l  have noticed tha t in 
Nasser’s speech on u n ity  . . .  he 
nowhere refers to hatred of 
Israel as a reason fo r pan- 
A rabism  and A rab ic  federa­
tion. There is, alas, a w ide ­
spread u n ity  o f hate in the 
A rab w o rld  directed against an 
Israel w hich is believed to be 
the ‘spearhead o f Western im ­
peria lism ’ or the cu tting  edge 
o f a ‘wedge to d iv ide  A rab  
brothers.’ B u t the passion of 
pan-Arabism  fo rtu n a te ly  has 
more positive h is to rica l and 
em otional r e a s o n s  fo r its 
power. . , .

Kremlin Hurls Abuse, 
Anti-Semitism at Fast

The Soviet press on Jan. 31 
achieved something of a record 
fo r v itupera tion , unmatched 
since the days of S ta lin , in  an 
attack on H oward Fast, the 
Am erican author who recently 
resigned from  the Communist 
Party.

The attack, unusual fo r its  
length, took up more than one 
fu l l  page in the no rm a lly  fou r- 
page L ite ra tu rnaya  Gazeta (L i t ­
erary Gazette) of Moscow, and 
was replete w ith  personal in ­
sults and anti-S em itic  over­
tones.

Among the choicer epithets 
used to describe Fast were: 
“ sw ind le r,”  “ opportun ist.”  "sav­
age,”  “ deserter,”  “ indecent,”  
“ i m m o d e s  t,”  “ discourteous,”  
“ cheap,”  “ cow ard ly,”  “ dishon­
est”  and “ w all-eyed.”

Though Fast a ttribu tes his

I d is illus ionm ent w ith  the K re m ­
lin  regime to the Khrushchev 

] revelations and the crushing of 
the H ungarian R evolution, the 
Soviet a rtic le  claims tha t the 
Jew ish-born author's love of 
Israe l was the real reason. Fast, 
i t  says, confused re lig ion  w ith  
M arx ism  and consequently “ had 
never been a member o f the 
p a rty ”  in the true  sense. He is 
said to be such a p a tr io t fo r 
Israel that he resented the 
USSR’s strong d ip lom atic  oppo­
sition to Israe l’s invasion of 
E gypt in  1956. “ Fast got in ­
d ignant at the sharpness o f the 
[USSR’s] note to Israel,”  the 
artic le  asserts w ith o u t c iting  
any evidence, “ bu t he d id  not 
get ind ignan t at the fact that 
Israel started the aggression.”  

“ The tru th  is," the attack 
continues, “ tha t H oward Fast

London Busmen W ant Action  
B ut Union Chief Says No

The leaders of the powerful Transport and General 
Workers’ Union have managed for the time being to hold 
back the growing dissatisfaction among the 50,000 men
and women w ho d rive  and con-4 
duct London’s fleet o f scarlet- 
painted buses. General secre­
ta ry  F rank Cousins, whose repu­
ta tion as a L e ft is beginning to 
wear ve ry  th in  indeed, pe r­
suaded a delegate conference 
th is week to re fe r th e ir  wage 
claim , which has been rejected 
out o f hand, to a rb itra tion .

I t  was a narrow  shave fo r 
B ro ther Cousins. I t  took h im  
over tw e lve  hours to get the 
a rb itra tio n  decision through, 
and he had to use a ll his 
powers o f persuasion. E a rly  in 
the m eeting a reso lu tion asking 
fo r a u th o rity  from  the un ion ’s 
executive fo r  a s tr ike  was de­
feated— but i t  received only 
five votes less than the tw o - 
th irds  m a jo rity  cons titu tiona lly  
required. By the end o f the 
meeting Cousins had turned 
th is  d iv is ion  o f op in ion in to  a 
tw o -th irds  m a jo rity  fo r  his 
tread -so ftly  policy. The cap ita l­
is t Press hailed th is  decision as 
"a rem arkable tr iu m p h " fo r 
h im . Lord  Beaverbrook's D a ily  
Express, w h ich  not long ago 
was how ling  at h im  as a Le ft, 
cooed its praises o f th is man's 
m oderation, good sense and 
statesm anlike approach.
W O N'T SETTLE FOR 1/5

I t  is no t lik e ly  th a t a rb itra ­
tion, w h ich  B r ita in ’s T o ry  Gov­
ernm ent has in effect th row n 
on the junk-heap, w i l l  g ive the 
underpaid busmen anyth ing  like  
a satisfactory award. They are 
asking fo r 25 sh illings (about 
$3.50). The chief a rb itra to r has

a reputa tion  fo r  g iv ing  “ five 
bob” — i.e., five  sh illings. I t  is 
ha rd ly  l ik e ly  tha t the w orkers 
w il l  be content w ith  a mere 
one -fifth  o f th e ir claim .

U n like  the bu ild ing  workers 
and dockers, the London bus­
men have not ye t b u ilt up  a 
rank-and-file  movement. M i l i ­
tan t opinion itse lf tends to be 
confused, and garages th a t in  
the past were liv e ly  centers o f 
m ilita n t op in ion  are no t yet 
b ring ing  to bear the pressure 
tha t used to be a feature of 
London busmen’s rank-and-file  
movements.

C learly  there is a great need 
fo r proper preparations fo r 
struggle. One demand tha t is 
lik e ly  to become popular is fo r 
the  busmen to  seek the sup­
port of dockers and— above all 
— the men who operate pe tro l 
tankers. One th ing  is certa in: 
the London busmen could not 
w in  on th e ir own. They m ight 
figh t va lia n tly  fo r six weeks or 
more— but i f  o ther sections do 
not extend a he lp ing hand, they 
can u ltim a te ly  be crushed.

To h it  the T o ry  Governm ent 
where it hurts, the Labor m ove­
ment w il l  have to make sure 
that a London bus s trike  w ou ld  
be extended to other form s of 
pub lic  transport. This prospect 
no doubt te rrifies M r. Cousins 
and his colleagues; b u t i f  they 
w ant to w in  something more 
than chicken-feed fo r th e ir 
members, they  w il l  have to 
fight to w in , o r else fo r fe it the 
confidence o f th e ir members.

is not a M arx is t, not an in te r­
nationalist, bu t a m ilita n t Z ion ­
ist who camouflages the insis­
tent preaching of na tiona l ex­
clusiveness w ith  p latonic words 
about fra te rn ity .”

A  dispatch from  the  Jewish 
Telegraph Agency, p rin ted  in 
the Feb. 7 C a lifo rn ia  Jewish 
Voice, notes th a t “ at no tim e 
since his disenchantm ent has 
Fast indicated he had become a 
Z ion is t.”  The dispatch fu rth e r 
points out: "The (Soviet) a r t i­
cle made no references to Fast’s 
demands fo r sn explanation of 
the destruction of Jew ish cu l­
tu re  in  the Soviet Union, the 
slaughter of the Y idd ish w rite rs  
and the continu ing  refusal of 
the present Soviet regime either 
to rehab ilita te  the honor of the 
m urdered w rite rs  or to perm it 
cu ltu ra l autonom y to Russian 
Jews."

The length and s c u rr ility  of
the attack on Fast is explained 
by the fact tha t fo r over a 
decade he has been presented 
to the Soviet and East European 
peoples as Am erica ’s leading 
w rite r. H is books have trem en­
dous p o pu la rity  there and his 
defection from  the CP undoubt­
edly s tirred  people there more 
than i t  d id  Americans. For 
seven months the Soviet press 
was s ilen t on Fast’s resigna­
tion. Delegates to the W orld  
Y outh  Conference in  Moscow 
last summer, however, made 
the news know n and the So­
v ie t press was forced to m en­
tion  i t  —  in a restrained m an­
ner compared w ith  th is  curren t 
blast.

For good measure the Soviet 
a rtic le  accused Fast o f se lling 
out fo r  cap ita lis t gold and w r i t ­
ing a “ sour, eclectic hodge 
podge”  fo r p ro fit.

The day a fte r the a rtic le ’s 
appearance, Fast made a state­
ment, w h ich  was broadcast to 
the Soviet U nion by Radio L ib - 
e r a t i o n ,  the U. S.-supported 
propaganda station. He brand­
ed the accusations as “ lies”  and 
suggested the v itupe ra tion  re ­
flected K re m lin  concern w ith  
critic ism s inside the Soviet 
U nion s im ila r to  his.

W hile  the cap ita lis t press 
hailed Fast’s resignation from  
the CP, as i t  hails any public 
defection from  th a t party , some 
o f the more reflective journa ls 
critize  Fast fo r no t having  a t­
tacked the Soviet U nion or 
M arxism . For example, the 
C hris tian  S c i e n c e  M o n ito r’s 
book rev iew  of the Naked God 
(Dec. 12, 1957) complained:
“ . . . M r. Fast sees the enemy 
not in  the system b u t in  the 
party . He demands th a t ‘the 
Com m unist P a rty  in  the fo rm  
we know  should cease to ex is t,’ 
w h ich  not on ly  is an unrea listic 
proposal, as he h im se lf admits, 
bu t strengthens the impression 
th a t he s t i l l  believes in  M a rx ­
ism as a desirable end.”

of the party , w ould  be very 
h a rm fu l to  it.”

T o ffle r reports tha t U da ll “ is 
among a group of Democratic 
libera ls in both houses . . . who 
favo r a thorough réévaluation 
o f United States fore ign po licy  
. . . They a ie  u rg ing  renewed 
emphasis on disarmament, fo r ­
eign aid and technical assis­
tance to underdeveloped na­
tions, and a c learing away of 
cold w ar sloganry.”  A t the 
same tim e he points out tha t 
th is group “ has no fo rm al s truc­
ture  or fu l ly  articu la ted  and 
accepted program ." He lists five 
members in  each house as as­
sociated w ith  th is  loose, hetero­
geneous grouping.

These sym ptom atic expres­
sions o f c rys ta lliz ing  a n ti-w a r 
sentim ent in the labor press, 
and its reflection in the stand 
o f some politic ians, m ust be 
closely observed by the social­
ist movement. They indicate a 
grow ing oppo rtun ity  to w in  a 
w ide r hearing fo r a socialist 
peace program , one that offers 
concrete, m eaningfu l a lte rna­
tives to W all S treet’s w a r d rive .

213,000 pounds o f fish was 
found to be dangerously rad io ­
active by the Japanese govern­
ment during  six weeks of in ­
spection a fte r a U. S. test 
explosion o f an H-bomb in the 
Pacific in 1954.

Not by Bread Alone' 
— Socialist Novel

NOT BY BREAD ALONE. By Vladimir Dudintsev. 1957, 
512 pages. New York. E. P. Dutton & Co. $4.95.
The press in the capitalist world got very excited 

about the Russian novel by Dudintsev. The pro-capitalist 
reviewers saw in this book a weapon in their propaganda
w ar against the Soviet Union.'*--------------------------------- — -------------

the ow ner o f a great fo rtune  
fears on ly  objective h is to ric  
laws operating behind his back, 
creating depressions, wars, and 
fo r him , alas, revo lu tions. He 
feels above the laws of man 
fo r he makes those laws.
NO FEAR OF DEPRESSION 

Again a vast d ifference exists 
in  the popular a ttitude  tow ard 
technical progress in the U. S. 
and the Soviet U nion. In  D u- 
d intsev's novel there is no note 
o f fear tha t th is  new and h igh ly  
p roductive technique w il l  b ring  
economic disaster upon the 
w orkers or the economy.

A nd  w hy should it? Soviet 
economy is planned. Technical 
progress provides the m ateria l 
basis fo r fu tu re  im proved l iv ­
ing standards and greater le is­
ure. The Am erican w orkers on 
the other hand, fear autom a­
tion because o f the destruction 
o f jobs tha t it  entails.

A good life  cannot be led on 
"bread alone." B u t no life  can 
exist w ith o u t it. The Am erican 
w orkers s til l find themselves 
occupied w ith  the elem entary 
question o f the r ig h t to earn 
th e ir bread, the r ig h t to  a job  

| instead of handouts.
W hat stands out most in  Not 

by Bread A lone is the revo lu ­
tiona ry  heroism of the inven to r 
Lopa tk in . The Am erican reader 
w il l  be inspired by Lopa tk in  
and the allies he finds among 
the Soviet w orkers and even 
w ith in  the offic ia ldom . I f  L o ­
p a tk in  dares to h u rl defiance in 
the face of the rich  and pow er­
fu l, dare we do less?
W H A T W IL L  L O P A T K IN 'S  
V IC TO R Y M EAN?

The Am erican reader w il l  ask 
h im se lf the inev itab le  question: 
I f  th is struggle fo r freedom is 
v ictorious, i f  the Lopatk ins 
overcome th e ir tormentors, i f  
the genuine communists defeat 
the pretenders, i f  the ' ‘p o lit i­
cals,”  as D udintsev calls them, 
th row  out the bureaucrats, w on’t 
the Soviet w orkers have reach­
ed a fa r h igher fo rm  o f de­
mocracy than we know? The 
r ig h t to bread combined w ith  
the r ig h t to a free life , no t fo r 
i n d i v i d u a l  aggrandizement 
against society, bu t fo r social 
progress and a be tte r life  fo r 
a ll —  isn’t th is  w h a t m ankind 
is seeking?

D hdin tsev’s book shows a 
w o rld  in  struggle. H is heroes 
m ay not know  the scientific, 
M a rx is t terms fo r tha t struggle 
and the re la tion  between th e ir 
figh t and ours in  the cap ita lis t 
w orld . B u t they know  the goal 
and they know  i t  is w o rth  
figh ting  fo r. The book there­
fore, can on ly  insp ire  its read­
ers in  the West to show the ir 
capacity to figh t fo r freedom 
and the common good.

— M yra  Tanner Weiss

I t  was given rave reviews, po­
lit ic a l as w e ll as lite ra ry , and 
placed in the august ranks of 
the B ook-o l-the-M onth  selec­
tions.

They made a m istake. In 
th e ir anxie ty to find arguments 
to ju s tify  the ir "an ti-C om m u- 
n is i"  mania, they overlooked 
some basic features of this 
book tha t w il l  do the capita lis t 
cause no good. As a m a ile r of 
fact, D udintsev's book, in  the 
long run, w il l  prove a good 
neutra lizer of the hostile, anti- 
Soviet feeling the U. S. State 
Departm ent hopes to create.
AR D EN T PROTESTS

Why? I t  is true  tha t D ud in t- 
sev’s book is an ardent protest 
against the bureaucrats who 
dom inate Soviet life . His hero 
is Lopa tk in . the lone ly  inventor, 
whose g if t  to the people of 
Russia, a revo lu tiona ry  device 
fo r the production of pipes, is 
rejected by scheming offic ia ls 
who fear the new in  th e ir over­
rid ing  preoccupation w ith  se lf­
advancement. H o w e v e r ,  the 
story o f L o p a tk in ’s struggle is 
not new to “ western”  readers 
Bureaucrats have a fa m ilia r 
face in the cap ita lis t w orld .

N or is D ud in tsev’s p icture  of 
a p riv ileged  rich  in  the m idst 
o f a mass in  pove rty  new to 
the reader in  th is country. The 
m ateria l and psychological g u lf 
between the Soviet bureaucrat 
and the w orker cannot even be­
gin to compare to the g u lf tha t 
exists between a Rockefeller, a 
duPont and one of the m illions  
o f unemployed in the U nited 
States.

W hat the Am erican reader 
w il l  see tha t is new —  and in ­
sp iring  —  is the revo lu tiona ry  
mood tha t is find ing  expression 
in the Soviet U nion —  a mood 
tha t compelled Khrushchev and 
his crew to try  to craw l out 
from  respons ib ility  fo r the 
bureaucratic crimes of the past 
w ith  a denunciation of the dead 
S ta lin . Dudintsev's book te lls  
the tru th . Its  message is tha t 
a com m unist is not one who 
e ithe r seeks or accepts p r iv i­
lege and w ealth, bu t one who 
fights fo r the benefit o f all.
L O P A T K IN 'S  M O TIVES

Reviewers in  the cap ita lis t 
press likened D ud in tsev’s hero, 
Lopa tk in , to the “ in d iv id u a lis t” ’ 
who spurns the “ collective.”  
Lopa tk in  combats the bureau­
crat, bu t his ob jective is not 
the cap ita lis t one o f recognition 
and w ea lth  as the rew ard  o f 
achievement. Lopa tk in  is ready 
to sacrifice his own m ateria l 
w e ll-be ing  fo r the dream of fu ­
tu re  w e ll-be ing  fo r the Russian 
workers.

Lopa tk in 's  social conscious­
ness is h igher than the cap ita l­
is t concept of human relations. 
He is m otivated by the same 
selflessness as the revo lu tiona ry  
s o c i a l i s t s  in  the cap ita lis t 
w orld .

The A m erican reader of D u ­
d in tsev’s book w il l  note an­
o ther difference between Soviet 
and cap ita lis t society. The So­
v ie t bureaucrat is compelled to 
make a show o f concern fo r  the 
common good. The rich , in 
Am erica and th e ir re tinue of 
servile  corporation o ffic ia ls — 
who are bureaucrats too — 
don’t  have to pretend. They 
openly w orship at the a lta r of 
the “ in d iv id u a l”  good (the ir 
own) w h ile  g rind ing  masses of 
ind iv idua ls  in to  the dust.

U n like  the Am erican cap ita l­
ist, the Soviet bureaucrat is 
no t secure in  his p riv ileges and 
w ealth. He is no t a p riva te  
ow ner o f p roductive en ter­
prises, protected in his priva te  
p roperty  by the law. A t any 
m om ent the ruthless scramble 
fo r position in a w o rld  where) 
life  is s t i l l  hard can topple 
h im  off his throne and leave 
h im  em pty-handed. He lives in  
loneliness and fear.

The fear o f excom m unication 
haunts the low er echelons of 
the cap ita lis t bureaucracy, bu t

In  the latest Soviet version 
o f the battle  o f S ta lingrad d u r­
ing W orld  W ar II , previous ac­
counts c red iting  S ta lin  fo r  the 
v ic to ry  are specifically branded 
false. C red it is now g iven to 
Khrushchev. The commanding 
generals a t S ta lingrad, M a r­
shals Vasilevsky and recently 
deposed Zhukov, are not even 
mentioned.

“ The w o rld  has suddenly be­
come a small sphere — too 
restricted in  surface area fo r 
the ‘safe’ testing o f super­
bombs . . (“ R adiation —  
W hat I t  Is and H ow  I t  A f ­
fects You,”  by Shubert and 
Lapp.)

1917-1957
A special ed ition  o f Peter 

F ryer's  The Newsletter hon­
o ring  the 40th A nn iversary 
of the Russian Revolution.

40 pages 30 cenis
O rder from :
The M ilita n t 

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y ork  3, N. Y.

N. Thomas 
Defends 
Arab Unity

B y  P e te r F ry e r  
Special London Correspondent
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Let the Government Do It?
By announcing his support to Eisen­

hower’s proposal for a special federal 
agency to investigate unions, David Du- 
binsky has added momentum to the 
dangerous drive toward government 
regulation of the labor movement. The 
legislative proposal which Dubinsky said 
“ satisfies me,” would establish a Commis­
sioner of Labor Reports and require 
unions to file reports on virtually every 
aspect of their activity and finances.

The proposed Commissioner would 
have the power to investigate these re­
ports, to subpoena witnesses and records 
and to seek injunctions against violators 
of the report requirements. Criminal pen­
alties and the loss of National Labor Re­
lations Board status and tax-exemption 
rights are also to be used against unions 
or union officials who do not file reports 
acceptable to the proposed agency.

Under this sort of set up, unions 
would find it difficult if  not impossible 
to keep organizational or strike plans out 
of the hands of the employers. An ap­
pointee of the president would be in a 
position to start a campaign of harass­
ment against any union at any time.

When he first announced these pro­
posals last December, Secretary of Labor

Mitchell said they were designed purely 
for the “protection of individual workers” 
against abuses by corrupt union officials. 
Dubinsky explained his support by say­
ing that the unions do not have the facil­
ities to investigate corruption adequately, 
and that the government must take on 
the job.

But the government, under both the 
Republicans and the Democrats is con­
trolled by Big Business, and can be ex­
pected to utilize these powers to harass 
and intimidate unionists who undertake 
a fight against the corporations.

The rank-and-file union members al­
ready know from bitter daily experience 
where corruption exists in their unions. 
They know if  they have to pay off or 
kick back to get a job. They know when 
the union officials listen to the boss 
rather than to the workers. They know 
how much dues they pay and what bene­
fits they receive. Thus, all members are 
investigators of their own union. The 
encouragement of rank-and-file partici­
pation, criticism, freedom to organize 
opposition—this is the road to cleaning 
out corruption and bureaucracy from the 
unions. No outside agency—certainly not 
one controlled by the political agents of 
the employers — can accomplish this.

A  Stubborn Professor
The Washington politicians have 

been sadly disillusioned. The streotyped 
idea of the college professor as an ineffec­
tual visionary, whom practical politicians 
can use or abuse, and always outwit, has 
blown up in their faces.

Dr. Bernard Schwartz, a 34-year-old 
professor at New York University Law 
School, was retained by a Congressional 
subcommittee to make a routine investi­
gation of independent government agen­
cies. These agencies regulate, supposedly 
in the public interest, certain activities of 
free enterprise. That Big-Business inter­
ests have long ago made servants of them 
is old news. Yet their decisions involve 
tremendous profits for the corporations, 
so there is competition for their favors, 
which come at the public’s expense in 
the form of higher gas and electric rates, 
railroad, bus and plane fares, etc., etc., 
ad infinitum.

After six months of looking into the 
federal agencies’ activities Schwartz want­
ed to blow the lid off the situation. In 
horror a majority of the subcommittee— 
Republicans and Democrats united—said 
no. Schwartz persisted. He already had 
evidence, he pointed out, of steady brib­
ery of members of the Federal Communi­
cations Commission by television and 
other corporations. (The FCC grants fran­
chises for TV stations — many of them' 
multi-million dollar plums.)

The subcommittee steadfastly refused 
to investigate what Schwartz had dug up, 
preferring rather an abstract general in-

vestigation which would discover nothing 
and disturb nothing. It became hostile to 
Schwartz, set spies on him and “ classi­
fied” some subcommittee files so that he 
could not see them. The stubborn profes­
sor in turn tried to force a bona-fide in­
vestigation by taking his case to the 
public. A secret subcommitee session was 
hurriedly called and he was fired.

In his parting blast the professor 
said: “ I accuse the majority of this sub­
committee . . .  of joining an unholy alli­
ance between Big Business and the White 
House to obtain a whitewash.” The White 
House figures whose dealings with these 
agencies looked fishy to Schwartz include 
Sherman Adams (Assistant to the Presi­
dent), Sinclair Weeks (Sec’y of Com­
merce), Col. George Moore (Eisenhower’s 
brother-in-law) and Thomas Dewey (GOP 
elder statesman).

The Democrats were equally anti- 
Schwartz. Possible clues are that Lyndon 
Johnson, Senate Majority leader holds 
big TV interests in Texas, Speaker of the 
House Sam Rayburn’s nephew is a FCC 
commissioner, Warren Magnuson (Wash.), 
chairman of the Senate committee with 
jurisdiction over the FCC, has TV hold­
ings, as do at least eight other Democratic 
Senators and many representatives.

The capitalist politicians and Big 
Businessmen at first regarded the pro­
fessor as a harmless egghead, then as a 
troublesome polecat, and now as a rattle­
snake in cap and gown.

The New York School Crisis
Hysteria in the school system of New 

York City has aroused the deep concern 
of all who are 'genuinely concerned with 
public education. The officials in charge, 
the Board of Education, the Mayor, etc., 
threw up their hands in despair and de­
cided to suspend from school 644 children 
who have been charged with delinquency.

Unable to cope with the unrest in 
the schools on the basis of reason, they 
decided to use force. They did not pre­
tend to know the answer to the question 
how these suspended children should be 
taught, or where they should go or any­
thing else. A ll they had to say was “get 
out.”

Those who are much closer to the 
real problems of the City’s school chil­
dren protested in shock and dismay 
against the stand of the Board of Educa­
tion. The American Civil Liberties Union 
pointed out that the elementary demo­
cratic rights of the children had been 
violated, that a presumption of guilt was 
based on a “mere charge,” and that the 
sentences were “ excessively harsh.”

The New York Teachers Guild called 
suspensions “shocking evidence that the 
city has not provided schools which can 
meet the needs of our time.” And the 
Teachers Union denounced the suspen­
sions, saying, “ the board has been 
stampeded into a step that is regressive, 
illegal and probably ineffectual.”

The protests of the children involved 
and of many parents and teachers, of 
course, are justified. The children have 
been suspended — found guilty — without 
trial or hearing. They are punished and 
told the burden of proof of innocence 
rests with them. No adult American 
would take this denial of democratic 
rights in silence.

Yet the children have been subjected 
to this unjust treatment—and by those 
in charge of educating the youth in the 
“ ways of democratic life.” Lesson num­
ber one from the Board of Education is 
the instruction to submit to orders — 
never mind justice.

On top of this is the fact that the 
Board of Education has collapsed in the 
face of the difficult problems of the youth. 
They acted without advancing any solu­
tion to these problems. Lesson number 
two: I f  a problem is difficult, just drop it.

The children involved are charged 
with violence or “ insubordination.” But 
what has the Board of Education done? 
Has it  not committed violence? A ll the 
power of enforcing school rules is in 
their hands. They use that power to force 
the accused youth out of school.

But the violence of the Board of 
Education undoubtedly w ill not surprise 
the 644 students who have been kicked 
out of their classes. Violence in the adult 
world is not a novelty. Since these high 
and junior-high-school students have 
come into the world there has not been 
a single year of peace.

Most of them were born in the Sec­
ond World War. Eight years ago they 
saw the older boys go off to die in Korea. 
They saw the U.S. pile up atom bombs, 
and other instruments of death while 
schools deteriorated and teachers were 
denied decent pay. They looked into the 
future and had to anticipate two years 
in the Army, a concentrated training in 
violence.

Under these circumstances, people 
should be surprised, not at the extent of 
unruliness in the schools, but that it has 
affected so few.

US and Soviet Education —  A Comparison
By D avid  D reiser

A fie r  a year of revising, ed it­
ing and deleting, the U. S. De­
partm ent of Health, Education 
and W elfare has fin a lly  released 
its report en titled  Education in 
the USSR.

Mrs. Eleanor S. Lowm an, the 
specialist who w rote  the o r ig i­
nal report, has protested ve­
hem ently against the D epart­
ment's cu tting  and d istortions 
o f her w ork. Nevertheless there 
s ti l l  rem ains in the cu rren t re ­
lease su ffic ien t m a te ria l to es­
tab lish the tremendous strides 
made in  Soviet education in  re ­
cent years. These stand in 
m arked contrast to  the teach­
er shortage, classroom shortage, 
paucity  of technical graduates, 
and perm anent financia l crisis 
o f p riva te  un ivers ities in  the 
U n ited  States.
STATISTIC S

The barest c itin g  o f statistics 
shows the contrast. Since 1927, 
the num ber o f students in  a ll 
Soviet ins titu tions  o f h igher 
learn ing  has increased from
358.000 to 3,828,000. D u ring  the 
same period the num ber o f s tu ­
dents in  a ll colleges and u n i­
versities in  the U. S. has risen 
from  1,114,000 to 2,996,000. This 
indicates some 800,000 more ad­
vanced students in the USSR 
than in the U. S. r ig h t now —  
to say no th ing  o f the difference 
in rates o f increase. Mrs. Low - 
man has declared, however, tha t 
even these figures in  the report 
understate the actual num ber 
o f students in  S ovie t in s titu ­
tions o f h igher learn ing by one 
m illio n  1

A pprox im a te ly  80,000 engi­
neers per year are graduated 
in  the USSR compared w ith
30.000 in  the U n ited  States.

The difference in  q u a lity  of
education is perhaps more 
s tr ik in g  than the difference in 
numbers of students. The So­
v ie t secondary school graduate 
has studied physics and b iology 
fo r five years, chem istry fo r 
four, and mathematics fo r ten 
years. A lgebra and geometry 
are started in  the s ix th  grade 
going on to trigonom etry  and 
calculus in  the n in th  and tenth. 
A lthough trigonom etry  is o ffe r­
ed in  U. S. h igh schools, only 
one graduate in  seven has ta k ­
en it;  one in  fo u r takes a single 
course in  physics, and one in 
three studies chem istry.

F o rty  percent of Soviet sec­
ondary pup ils  and 65% o f stu­
dents in  advanced schools study 
English. I t  is doub tfu l i f  Rus­
sian is offered in  any high 
school in  the U. S., and few  
u n ive rs ity  students study Rus­
sian. The entire  school system 
in  the U. S. is noted fo r  its 
poor tra in in g  in  a ll fore ign 
languages.
ROUNDED ED U C ATIO N

I t  w ou ld  be a m istake to  as­
sume th a t the Soviet system 
of education is geared to  p ro ­
duce on ly  scientific automatons. 
Mrs. Low m an says: “ A c tu a lly , 
Russian students are given ju s t 
as good a foundation in  h is to ry  
and lite ra tu re , fo r  example, as 
in  science and mathematics.”

On the  o ther hand, i t  w ould  
be a greater m istake to con­
clude th a t socialism has been 
established in  the S o v i e t  
schools. For instance, the  h is­
to ry  w h ich  is so ca re fu lly  stud­
ied has been ju s t as ca re fu lly  
w r it te n  to f i t  the  needs o f the 
ru lin g  bureaucratic caste.

The breadth and in tens ity  of 
secondary education in  the 
USSR m ay seem surpris ing  in  
the U. S., b u t i t  w ou ld  no t ap­
pear so in  G erm any o r France

Why They Worry About Education

D r. W ernher Von Braun, fo rm er German rocket expert 
who designed the U.S. earth sate llite  E xp lorer. I t  was the 
successful launching of an earth sate llite  by  the Soviets 
ahead of the U.S. th a t focused w orld -w ide  atten tion  on a 
comparison of scientific developm ent in  the respective coun­
tries and on the respective educational systems.

where such a program  o f sec­
ondary education has been the 
ru le  fo r m any decades. The 
Prussian gymnasium, w h e r e  
students prepared fo r  the u n i­
ve rs ity , was noted fo r  its  in ­
tensive academic standards and 
S partan-like  d iscipline. Czarist 
schools were copied from  the 
German system, and la id  the 
basis fo r present Soviet second­
a ry  education — w ith  one ma­
jo r difference. In  the Soviet 
U nion th is  system has been ap­
plied on a mass scale rather 
than being restricted to a th in  
upper s tra tum  of the popula­
tion.

However, Soviet education is 
s t i l l  apparently not 100% u n i­
versal. This is indicated by the 
figures on Sovie t secondary 
school graduations, w h ich  w h ile  
h igher in  absolute figures than 
here, are low e r in  ra tio  to  to ta l 
population. Thus illite ra cy  must 
be at least as h igh  there as in  
th is  country, where i t  is fa r 
from  elim inated.

STUDENTS ARE P A ID
One o f the  im p o rta n t ad­

vances in Soviet h igher educa­
tion  is that, com plete ly con­
tra ry  to the system in the 
U nited States, n o t on ly  is there 
no tu itio n  charge fo r  students, 
but most students are paid l iv ­
ing  allowances by the govern­
ment.

This has by  no means a lways 
been the case in  the  USSR. In  
fact, du ring  the w a r years and 
afterw ards, the  Soviet bureauc­
racy ins titu ted  a reactionary 
educational po licy  banning co­
education and charging tu itio n  
fees in  advanced ins titu tions. 
In  th is  way, on ly  students from  
the fam ilies  o f the  p riv ileged 
strata of the population could 
afford advanced education. This 
tended to increase the caste­
lik e  character o f the  govern­
ment, pa rty  and m ilita ry  b u r­
eaucracy. The ban on co-edu­
cation was designed to fa c il i­
ta te  m ilita ry  tra in ing . The

charging o f tu itio n  continued 
as late as 1955.

Such policies were in  u tte r 
conflic t w ith  the needs of the 
nationalized economy. Modern 
automated p r o d u c t i o n  tech­
niques plus the th reat o f tech­
nological w a rfa re  forced the 
bureaucracy to make a m ajor 
sh ift tow ard  a ll-ou t h igher edu­
cation on a mass basis. This 
sh ift has been accomplished in  
the K rem lin 's  usual zig-zag 
fashion, fu l l  o f contradictions 
between the long-range needs 
of the economy and the im m e­
diate needs of the ru lin g  group.

The socialist ideal of per­
form ance on the basis o f a b ility  
and paym ent according to need 
is no t applied in the education­
al fie ld any more than in  any 
other sector o f Soviet society. 
On the contrary, a v ir tu a l piece­
w o rk  system prevails. For ex­
ample 98% o f the students at 
Moscow U n ive rs ity  receive l iv ­
ing  stipends, w h ich  are abso­
lu te ly  essential in  an economy 
in  w h ich  the m a jo r ity  o f the 
population ex is t on m arginal 
incomes. However, these s tip ­
ends are increased fo r  good 
m arks and may be lost fo r  
poor marks. Thus the outmoded 
system o f grade com petition 
th a t exists in U. S. schools is 
intensified in the USSR by 
m aking  a student’s a b ility  to 
eat contingent on it.
TEACHER 'S P A Y

Compared to U. S. teachers, 
those in  advanced Sovie t in s ti­
tu tions are re la tive ly  w e ll paid 
and have a fa r  h igher degree 
of social prestige. In  add ition, 
an advanced teacher’s or re ­
searcher’s salary is three times 
th a t o f a fac to ry  w orke r. The 
system thus uses the d rive  o f 
se lf-in te rest and personal ad­
vancement to produce an in ­
tensive com petition  among the 
you th  to enter in te llec tua l 
fields and reap the  economic 
and prestige rewards. Th is p ro ­
cess results in  w iden ing  the

•  •  • Michigan SW P Files
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ve ry  popular. Some w ould  lik e  
to see any th ird  p a rty  get on 
the ba llo t to  break the Demo­
cratic-R epublican m o n o p o l y .  
Others say th a t though they are 
not socialists they believe i t  is 
the democratic r ig h t o f the so­
cialists to  be on the ba llo t. And 
then we sometimes ru n  in to  ad­
herents of socialism who are 
happy to see us and look fo r ­
w ard  to seeing socialists on the 
ballo t.
YO U NG  M O ST W IL L IN G

M any o f the petitioners agree 
tha t i t  is the young people who 
are most w il lin g  to sign our 
petitions. Th is is no t due to 
ignorance b u t ra the r to  know ­
ledge based on the experience 
o f you th  —  out o f school in to  
the arm y, ou t o f the arm y and 
hun ting  fo r  a job, in  a job  and 
ou t o f a job. U nem ploym ent is 
h itt in g  everybody, b u t i t  is the 
youth  who have the least se­
c u r ity  o f a ll the insecure. As 
one young man said, the on ly 
tim e he was sure of an income 
was when he was in  the arm y, 
bu t he hopes the day w il l  never 
come th a t he is called back 
again.

There are some people who 
are ve ry  b itte r, who have had 
enough o f the cycle of getting 
w ork, ge tting  in  debt, and then 
getting  th ro w n  out of w o rk . I t  
becomes impossible to catch up. 
M any fam ilies  w ho have not

yet recuperated from  the 1954 
recession now  find  themselves 
out of w o rk  again.

O ften people are no t inclined 
to sign m ere ly  because w e te ll 
them who the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  is, and technical in fo r­
m ation about signatures to  get 
on the ba llo t. They w an t to 
know  w ha t the pa rty  stands 
fo r —  its program  fo r  the 30 
hour week at 40 hours pay, fo r 
a b ig  pub lic  w orks program, 
fo r peace, and so on. O n ly  after 
hearing specific objectives of 
socialists to  meet the problems 
we face, does the signature 
come.
NEW  T H IN K IN G

There’s a general fee ling  tha t 
something m ust be done, es­
pecia lly  about unem ploym ent. 
A nd  nobody likes  E isenhower’s 
position th a t th ings w il l  im ­
prove in the spring  —  o r sum­
m er —  maybe. I  have a ve ry  
defin ite impression th a t people 
are th in k in g  and questioning in 
a new w ay today: W hy can’t 
we have a system where em­
p loym ent is assured? W hat’s 
w rong w ith  a system where you 
have joblessness and in fla tion  a t 
the same time? W hat’s the

m atte r w ith  po litic ians who 
have no th ing  to offer bu t in ­
creased arms expenditures?

On the basis o f ou r experi­
ence in  pe tition  w o rk  to date, I  
th in k  the com ing election cam­
paign is going to reg ister some 
im portan t changes in  the peo­
ple ’s th in k in g  and moods. I 
th in k  th is  year socialists w il l  
begin to be able re a lly  to com­
m unicate w ith  the workers, to 
break dow n barrie rs against 
th e ir  understanding o f social­
ism. I'm  not p red ic ting  how 
m any voles socialists w il l  get. 
B u t I  do pred ict socialist e f­
fo rts  to educate people in  1958 
w il l  be more effective than any 
tim e since W orld  W ar I I .

social gap between m anual and 
in te llec tua l w ork.

The h igher salaries are not 
m ere ly  designed as incentive, 
but also to tie  the teacher to 
the bureaucracy. This is coup­
led w ith  a police and spy sys­
tem to fu rth e r insure the lo y a l­
ty  o f both teacher and student. 
The cu rricu la  in  the social sci­
ences are r ig id ly  contro lled and 
texts ca re fu lly  selected and 
edited.

In  the report issued by the 
U. S. governm ent, the m ajor 
c ritic ism  o f the Soviet school 
system is the lack of freedom 
of in q u iry  by student and 
teacher in  m atters affecting the 
K re m lin  ru lers. In  v iew  of the 
system of wholesale w itch  
hunts and lo ya lty  oaths in 
Am erican schools, i t  is some­
th ing  of an accomplishment fo r 
U. S. offic ia ls to  have kep t a 
stra igh t face w h ile  m aking this 
c ritic ism .

Fundam enta lly, the g r e a t  
achievements o f Soviet educa­
tion  have been possible because 
a nationa lized economy perm its 
such developm ent on the basis 
of an over-a ll p lanning. Th is is 
true  despite the d is tortions and 
m ishandling o f scientific w o rk  
introduced by the bureaucracy. 
For instance, genetics on ly  now 
is being perm itted  to re- 
emerge as a science in the 
USSR a fte r its  disastrous ex­
perience under S ta lin 's favorite , 
Lysenko. The social sciences 
rem ain s tu ltified  because .tru th ­
fu l teaching and investigation 
in th is  fie ld  w ou ld  endanger 
the bureaucracy.
PRESIDENT'S ‘ C O M M ITTEE

Even a poorly  conceived and 
executed p lan is in fin ite ly  su­
pe rio r to the p it i fu l  anarchy 
in h igher education in  the 
U nited States. Eighteen months 
ago, President Eisenhower ap­
pointed a Com m ittee on E du­
cation Beyond H igh School. 
A fte r spending $350,000 inves­
tiga ting  the s ituation, the com­
m ittee  issued a fina l report 
sho rtly  before the repo rt on 
Soviet education. Com paring 
the tw o reports is indeed a 
study in  contrasts.

The teacher's salary s itua tion  
in  the U. S. was found to be 
so c ritica l, tha t the report 
recommended an im m ediate 
b lanket increase of 50% fo r a ll 
college professors and instruc-

tors. In  shocked tones, the re ­
port found that college teachers 
in  m any cases earn no m ore 
than factory  workers.

(The recommendation to g rant 
college teachers incomes su f­
fic ient to live  on is ce rta in ly  
commendable. A  s im ila r recom­
mendation fo r fac to ry  w orkers 
w ould not be out o f line  e ithe r 
—  to say no th ing o f increases 
fo r grade school teachers, who 
in most cases make less than 
fac to ry  workers.)

In  seeking ways to  increase 
college teachers' salaries, the 
com m ittee ran in to  the prob­
lem o f p riva te  financing com­
mon to most un ivers ities and 
colleges. The proposed increase 
w ould cost $800 m illio n  a year, 
w h ich  is more than a ll dona­
tions from  in d iv id u a l and cor­
porations to a ll colleges. 
W ANTS H IG H ER  T U IT IO N

In  an in te rv ie w , com m ittee 
chairm an Devereux J o s e p h s  
proposed to solve the problem  
by tremendous increases in  tu i­
tion  charges. He declared th a t 
tu itio n  fees o f $1,500 per year 
do not seem ou t o f line. P a r­
ents should finance th is  cost 
on a long-te rm  basis, bo rrow ­
ing  the funds i f  necessary. He 
fu r th e r proposed few er scholar­
ships and more loons to  stu­
dents to be repaid a fte r gradu­
ation.

The report and in te rv ie w  
demonstrate the double d ile m ­
ma of education under cap ita l­
ism. P riva te  financing provides 
insu ffic ien t funds —  even fo r  
adequate teachers’ salaries, le t 
alone expansion o f fac ilitie s  to 
keep up w ith  new  technology 
or the educational needs o f the 
youth. On the other hand, w h ile  
the vast m a jo rity  o f A m erican 
youth are excluded from  h ig h ­
er education because of h igh 
costs, the on ly  proposal is to 
make costs to students even 
higher. I t  is l i t t le  w onder tha t 
such a system has been o u t­
stripped by a planned economy, 
w h ich  can not on ly  p rovide 
education bu t u tilize  i t  in  pro­
duction. In  a N. Y. Times re ­
view  of A lexander Koro l's  new 
book, Soviet Education fo r Sci­
ence and Technology, the open 
admission is made tha t i f  as 
many engineers were graduated 
in  the U. S. as in  the USSR, 
ha lf o f them  w ou ld  rem ain un ­
employed.

. . .  Jack Wright Vote

Leukem ia rates ten  o r more 
times the norm al ra te  have 
been observed in  the Japanese 
surv ivors o f atom ic bom b­
ing . . .”  ("R ad ia tion  — W hat 
I t  Is and H ow  I t  A ffects Y ou,”  
by S hubert and Lapp.)

“ The rec ita l o f the p red ic t­
able effects of fa ll-o u t must 
sound lik e  a never-ending 
chamber o f horrors.”  (“ Radia­
tion  —  W hat I t  Is and H ow  I t  
A ffects You,”  by  Shubert and 
Lapp.)

From  February to M arch 10 
the Sudan w il l  hold the firs t 
elections since th a t A frica n  
coun try  obtained its  indepen­
dence tw o years ago.

Leonard Jeffries, was elected 
president o f a fra te rn ity  chap­
te r a t La faye tte  College in  
Easton, Pa. He is the firs t N e­
gro to head a student society 
in  the college’s 103 year h is to ry .

(Continued from  Page 1)
Seattle is unfavorab le  to e f­
fec tive  p o lit ica l action by  the 
people i t  is n o t hopeless,”  said 
People’s W orld  in  re fe rrin g  to 
the five. “ F rom  the large fie ld 
o f council candidates there are 
those, w ho under d iffe ren t c ir ­
cumstances could be the candi­
dates o f a coa lition  pow erfu l 
enough to challenge the B ig  
Business ticke t.”

The c lim ax to Jack W righ t's  
campaign came on Feb. 9, when 
he reopened Seattle's famous 
free-speech corner at W ashing­
ton and Occidental Streets w ith  
an open-air election ra lly . 
A bou t 150 w orkers stood in  
Seattle's famous d rizz ling  ra in  
fo r  over an hour to lis ten  to 
the message o f Socialism.

The ra lly  opened w ith  a 
group o f w o rk ing  class songs 
in v iv id  contrast to  the rou ­
tine  o f Salvation A rm y  music 
w h ich  has been the  o n ly  en­
te rta inm ent on Seattle streets 
fo r m any years.

B oth  the audience and the 
speakers reflected the grow ing 
fee ling  o f so lida rity  among ra ­
dical w orkers here w h ich  has 
been g rea tly  stim u la ted  by the 
election campaign. S e v e r a l  
members and supporters o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  who have 
never made any bones about 
th e ir disagreement w ith  the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  demon­
strated th e ir  so lid a rity  w ith  the 
campaign and the ra lly  n o t on ly  
by  th e ir attendance b u t by 
th e ir inva luab le  assistance in 
the a fternoon preparations fo r 
the meeting. One w e ll-know n  
CP m em ber was a speaker at 
the ra lly .

F o r over fo r ty  years, the cor­
ner o f Occidental and W ashing­
ton, in  the center o f the area 
o f itin e ra n t and m ig ra to ry  
w orkers has been a free speech 
square.

B il l  Haywood, Gene Debs, 
F rank L it t le  and other socialist 
and IW W  leaders addressed 
throngs o f Puget Sound w o rk ­
ers beneath fla ring  gas je ts  on 
th is  corner. M any an anony­
mous “ lim b e r beast,”  (the en­
dearing name fo r  the loggers 
before the IW W  organized the 
woods) carried the message o f 
in d u s tria l unionism  to h is fe l­
low  w orkers fro m  a soap box 
there.

The tra d itio n  came to a h a lt 
w ith  the ou tbreak o f the K o r ­
ean W ar and the rise of M c- 
C arthyism , to the ex ten t tha t 
an o ld -tim e r recen tly  lam ented 
in  a le tte r to  the In d u s tria l 
W orker tha t there had not been 
a rad ica l speaker on the corner 
fo r years.
ADDRESSES U N IO N

A ll  speakers at the W rig h t 
ra lly  prom ised th a t th is  m eet­
ing  signalized the re v iv a l o f 
the tra d itio n  o f the  open-a ir 
forum s at W ashington and Oc­
cidenta l.

E a rlie r in  the week W rig h t 
addressed the regu la r m eeting 
of Loca l 19 of the In te rna tiona l 
Longshoremen and Warehouse­
men's Union. The h a ll was 
packed w ith  about 500 long ­
shoremen. He spoke on the 
unanim ous recom mendation o f 
the local's executive board.

D u rin g  the course o f the 
campaign, W rig h t spoke to more 
than 30 organizations, in c lud ­
ing  25 union locals.
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The Negro Struggle
B y  John  T h a ye r

Negro History, celebrated this week, 
is an expanding, not a static subject. Just 
from recent events consider the new 
chapters that w ill have to be written into 
the books. The chapters of brutality and 
"horror of the Emmett T ill case and the 
mighty roar of protest that went up from 
the Negro people and their allies. The 
Autherine Lucy story and the Montgom­
ery and Tallahassee bus boycotts. The 
havoc that the pressure of the Negro 
people brought to the plans of Democrats 
and Republicans to keep the civil rights 
question out of national politics and off 
the floor of Congress. And finally the 
heroic chapter that is still being acted 
out by the Negro children in Little Rock’s 
Cèntral High School.

The quintessence of historj' is strug­
gle—man’s struggle upward against the 
lim iting and hostile forces of nature and 
against outgrown, lim iting and reaction­
ary social systems. This is especially 
striking as one studies Negro history. 
From the days when early capitalism, 
seeking labor for plantations in the New 
World, began the wholesale kidnaping of 
Africans the record was primarily that of 
struggle—on the slave ships and on the 
plantations. The means were whatever 
circumstances made possible — shipboard 
mutiny, sabotage, escape and open revolt. 
The Negro people in the U;S. added to 
these forms of struggle the underground 
railway, abolitionist agitation, the Negro

soldiers, spies, couriers and nurses in 
the Union Army. Then came the political 
and physical struggle for democracy in 
the South during Reconstruction. Next a 
long bitter rearguard action to preserve 
some of the gains of emancipation after 
the betrayal of Reconstruction by North­
ern capitalism.

Shortly after the turn of the century 
this finally gave way to the phase of the 
struggle in which we live—the mounting 
of the offensive for fu ll political, economic 
and social equality.

When that has been completely 
achieved the history of the Negro people 
in the U.S. as a separate subject w ill stop 
expanding. Negro history w ill be written 
and studied only as a glorious page from 
the past. For then American history w ill 
develop as the history of mankind in 
America. The particular oppression and 
injustices to which the Negro people 
were subjected and which made them en­
gage in their struggle w ill have vanished. 
So too w ill that writing of “ history” by 
white American scholars which from pre­
judice or ignorance maligned, distorted 
or ignored the role of the Negro in 
American life and culture. It was such 
“ history" that impelled Negro scholars 
like Woodson and DuBois to develop 
Negro History. In that they and their 
successors have made a proud and potent 
contribution to their people’s struggle and 
to the white workers as well.

I Notes from the News
THE A R M Y  CAN DO NO WRONG. Re­

cently, the case o f John H annon, who is fig h t­
ing to w in  an honorable discharge from  the 
A rm y  w ith  the help of the A C LU , was heard 
before the Supreme Court. The court was 
stunned when Justice D epartm ent attorney, 
MacGuineas, cand id ly  adm itted tha t the arm y 
Had no r ig h t to g rant less than honorable dis­
charges because o f ac tiv ities  carried out be­
fore induction . “ A re  you confessing e rror?”  
MacGuineas was asked. “ No," he answered, 
and explained tha t the departm ent fe lt c iv il 
courts couldn’t  touch the m ilita ry  decisions. 
Justice W illia m  J. Brennan, J r. said: “ You 
mean you ’re w rong, bu t the courts can't do 
anyth ing  about it .”  MacGuineas answered 
s im p ly, “ Tha t’s r ig h t.”

H AR R Y S. TR U M A N  vs. H AR R Y S.
TR U M A N . In  an a rtic le  dealing w ith  the cu r­
re n t recession in the Feb. 10 N.Y. Times, 
fo rm e r President Trum an stated: "There are 
those, who have been saying tha t a l it t le  reces­
sion is a good th ing  fo r the health of our 
economy. They w ould lik e  you to believe tha t 
a tem porary curb on prosperity is the wav to M\ runaw ay in fla tion. This k ind  of th in k in g  
is  l ik e  be liev ing a l it t le  b it o f w ar m igh t be 
Beneficial.”  Back in 1950, President T rum an 
had a d iffe ren t opinion. On Feb. 15, 1950 in 
an in te rv iew  w ith  A rth u r  K rock  in the N.Y. 
Times he made th is  eye-opening statement: 
“ A  certa in am ount of unem ploym ent, say from  
three to five m illio n , is supportable, i t  is a

good th ing  tha t job-seeking should go on at 
a ll tim es; th is  is hea lthy fo r the economic 
body.”  I t  may also be noted tha t President 
Trum an launched us in to  tha t l it t le  “ police
action”  in  Korea in 1951.

*  ♦  *

W ESTING HO USE ELEC TRIC  CORPOR­
A T IO N  reported a net p ro fit in 1957 o f $72,- 
652,000 as compared w ith  $3,492,000 in 1956. 
(They were strike-bound the firs t pa rt of 
1956). The fina l quarte r of 1957 netted them 
$23.550,000 as compared w ith  $4,891,000 in 
1956. B u t i t  must be noted tha t the December 
1957 quarte r included $4,240,000 of Federal 
taxes paid in previous quarters, bu t refunded 
by the Governm ent in 1957.

*  *  *

THE SOUTHERN SCHOOL NEWS re­
ported on Feb. 5 th a t 145 new segregation 
laws have been enacted in eleven states since 
1954. I t  said tha t nine have been held uncon­
s titu tiona l. This newspaper, w h ich  is recording 
developments in  the school in tegra tion  con­
troversy, also reported tha t legislatures in  five 
states are now considering b ills  o r proposals 
fo r  so-called “ L it t le  Rock”  legislation.

*  *  it

A R K A N S A S  has more chairmen o f Con­
gressional Committees th is  year than any other 
state. Com m ittee C hairm anship goes to those 
members of the party  that controls Congress 
who have been around the longest. Since the 
Democrats in  the South meet no serious op­
position they are the ones most lik e ly  to have 
sen iority  in  th e ir party.

B y  Susan Scott

CLEVELAND—America’s two political parties, when 
viewed from the far side of the Atlantic, tend to acquire 
a certain sameness “ and it is rather difficult at times to 
distinguish one from the other"'*—
reported James A ve ry  Joyce of 
the B ritis h  Labor P a rty  speak­
ing  on w hat the w o rld  expects 
Of. Am erican labor to some 600 
trade unionists attending the 
fo u rth  annual Jo in t Labor Con­
ference at the C arte r H o te l in  
C leveland on Feb. 8 and 9.

“ Am erican economics needs a 
new, fresh approach tha t on ly  
labor, w ith  its w ealth  o f v i­
ta l i ty  and bra ins can provide”  
Said M r. Joyce, professor of 
economics at London U n ive r­
s ity  and fo rm er sta ff member 
o f the In te rna tiona l Labor O r­
ganization. “ I t  is up to labor in 
the  U n ited  States to provide 
leadership in  economic and so­
c ia l p lanning. Unless the labor 
movem ent gives that leadership 
i t  is no t lik e ly  to  come from  
po litics outside the labor m ove­
m ent,”  he added.

P o in ting  to the Russian sput­
n ik  as a great scientific develop­
m ent, he declared th a t “ in B r i­
ta in  we d idn ’t  re a lly  care who 
got up the firs t sputn ik . To 
Europe i t  meant a step tow ard 
w o rld  peace. We were amazed 
and shocked to discover that 
the U nited States made a m il i­
ta ry  contest o f the event.”

The program o f the two-day 
conference on “ Challenges to 
Labo r in  1958,”  sponsored by 
C leveland area A F L -C IO  unions,
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ra ilroad  brotherhoods and the 
Am erican Labor Education Ser­
vice, included panel discussions 
on the ro le  o f labor in  the com­
m u n ity  and in  w o rld  affairs, 
the developm ent o f state and 
Federal leg islation g row ing out 
of Congressional investigations, 
the effect o f the crisis in  edu­
cation on labor. A n  afternoon 
session was devoted to the 
dangers o f the “ r ig h t- to -w o rk ,”  
o r c o m p u l s o r y  open-shop 
amendment, proposed fo r the 
Novem ber ba llo t in  Ohio, and 
Sunday m orn ing ’s discussion 
concerned in fla tion, deflation 
and unemployment.

Am ong panel speakers, in 
add ition  to a broad group of 
labor officia ls, were com m unity 
organization leaders, educators, 
and Congressman Charles Van­
ik. Featured speaker in the 
fina l session was Leon K cyscr- 
ling, fo rm er chairm an o f the 
President's Council o f Econom­
ic Advisers on “ Economics fo r 
a Prosperous Nation and a Free 
and Peaceful W orld .”

The unexpectedly large a t­
tendance and active pa rtic ipa ­
tion. p a rticu la rly  of rank-and- 
filers, at a ll sessions of the Con­
ference du ring  the w orst snow 
storm  of the year, indicated 
deep concern over layoffs, re ­
pressive leg is la tion and other 
issues confron ting  Am erican 
workers. Despite the absence 
o f action proposals, rem arks 
from  the speaker’s table and the 
floor repeatedly pointed to the 
fa ilu re  of Am erican business 
and governm ent to solve these 
problems and the responsib ility  
o f the labor m ovem ent to find 
the answers.

Speaks in Mich.

A. J. Musle

When the W hite  C itizens 
Council arranged to hold its 
meetings in Carpenters H a ll in ( 
B irm ingham , Ala., the labor 
council decided not to hold any­
more un ion m eetings there.

Detroit-Area Forum 
To Hear A. J. Muste

A. J. Muste, Chairm an o f the 
Am erican Forum  —  For So­
c ia lis t Education, w il l  speak on 
"Sputn iks, Missiles and W orld 
Peace”  at W oodward, near De­
tro it, on Thursday, Feb. 20, 8 
P.M. The forum  w il l  be held at 
Central M ethodist Church, 23 
E. Adams. Adm ission is free.

The m eeting is being spon­
sored by a com m ittee o f in d i­
v iduals w ho although holding 
w ide ly  d ivergent views on so­
c ia l problems believe th a t the 
tim e has a rrived  to establish in  
the D e tro it area a forum  to d is­
cuss unem ploym ent, c iv il l ib e r­
ties, racism, m ilita r ism , the n u ­
clear arms race and other 
problems plaguing our people 
today.

The forum  w il l  be based on 
the p rinc ip le  o f non-exclusion 
a llow ing  an open democratic 
p la tfo rm  to a ll who com m it 
themselves to a free exchange 
o f v iew s in  an honest s p ir it  of 
inqu iry .

Between 1951 and 1956 the 
federal governm ent gave $192,- 
585,000 fo r construction and op­
eration of segregated schools in  
the Deep South.
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He Fights for 1st A mendment
Case of John T. Cojack Affects Freedom of A ll

By M yra  Tanner Weiss
FEB. 8— John T. Gojack sat 

across the desk from  me. I 
knew something of his h is to ry. 
He was an active un ion ist fo r 
20 years. He was an organiser 
fo r the U.E., the U nited Elec­
tr ica l, R a d i o  and Machine 
W orkers of Am erica. Most of 
his union w o rk  has been in  the 
M idwest, in  Indiana and M ich ­
igan.

A no ther w itch -h u n t v ic tim , I 
thought, among the hundreds 
and thousands o f unionists per­
secuted in  recent years. He 
faces a n ine-m onth ja il  te rm  
and a $200 fine i f  the Supreme 
Court fa ils  to reverse his con­
v ic tion  in  a low e r court on 
“ c o n t e m p t  o f  Congress”  
charges.

B u t I  soon learned M r. Go- 
jack is not a v ic tim  o f the 
w itch  hun t a t a ll. One of these 
days the w itch  hun t w i l l  be 
his “ v ic tim .”  F o r he is one of 
many Am erican w orkers who 
decided to fig h t fo r po litica l

freedom and consciously took 
the ris k  of prison to w in  it. He 
opened the door to the con­
tem pt charge because he be- 
lives in the F irs t Am endm ent 
o f the U.S. C onstitu tion and 
wants to figh t fo r its preserva­
tion.

“ I and many others could 
have taken the F if th  Am end­
m ent when the House U n- 
Am erican Committee started 
asking questions about our 
p o litica l views and associa­
tions," M r. Gojack explained. 
“ M any others have. A nd the 
courts have backed th e ir legal 
rig h t to protection under the 
F ifth . B u t these Congressional 
Committees have no r ig h t to 
ask such questions in the first 
place. That is the issue tha t has 
to be fought out. T h e ir inqu is­
ito r ia l proceedings constitu te 
an invasion of in d iv id u a l free­
dom."

To make his po in t clear M r. 
Gojack produced a copy o f the 
F irs t Amendm ent. The langu-

Will YOU Act 
For Justice?

B y  s ig n in g  the  fo llo w in g  p e tit io n  on b e h a lf o f 
M o rto n  Sobe ll and c o n tr ib u tin g  to  h is  appeals, you  can 
he lp  b r in g  th is  case to  an honorab le  conclus ion:

A  Petition in Behalf 
Of Morton Sobell

M R . P R E S ID E N T :
W ash ing ton , D. C-
BECAUSE OUR COUNTRY has the strength to recog­

nize possible errors and the humanity to be merciful; 
BECAUSE THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS believe 

that Morton Sobell did not have a fair trial; con­
sider his 30-year sentence in Alcatraz cruel and 
inhuman punishment;

BECAUSE MORTON SOBELL has steadfastly main­
tained his innocence throughout his seven years of 
imprisonment and continues his efforts to secure 
a new trial;

FOR THESE REASONS I JOIN MY FELLOW AMER­
ICANS in asking you to return Morton Sobell to 
his wife and children through executive pardon or 
commutation or to instruct the Attorney General 
to recommend a new trial.

Name ......... ....:.............. ......................................... ....................................

Address ......................................... ........................ .....................................

C ity  ..................................................................  State ..............................

Enclosed find my contribution of $-----------  to help
carry Morton Sobell’s appeals to the court of public 
opinion.

Return your signature and contribution to:
C om m ittee  to Secure Jus tice  fo r  M o rto n  Sobell, 

940 B roadw ay . N ew  Y o rk  10. N . Y.

age is clear and fa m ilia r. "C on­
gress shall make no law  . . . 
abridg ing the freedom of speech 
or of the press or the r ig h t of 
the people peaceably to as­
semble and to pe tition  the gov­
ernm ent fo r a redress o f g rie v ­
ances," said our forefathers, the 
framers of the U.S. C onstitu ­
tion.

“ This is the cornerstone of 
po litica l freedom in the United 
States,”  M r. Gojack pointed 
out. "W ith o u t th is  amendm ent 
in the B ill o f R ights there can 
be no ta lk  of democracy. A 
union law yer who has the job  
of defending the righ t of the 
workers to picket, to s trike  or 
organize must re fe r to the 
righ ts guaranteed us in  the 
F irs t Amendment.
FREEDOM V IO LA T E D

“ A c tu a lly ,”  M r. Gojack con­
tinued, “ Congress is g u ilty  of 
com tem pt fo r the Am erican 
people. The U n-Am erican Com­
m ittee, by prob ing in to  matters 
o f conscience, vio lates the free­
dom of the ind iv idua l. Congress 
is not free to legislate as i t  
pleases. I t  is a subordiate 
power—subordinate to the peo­
ple w hich is constituted as 
sovereign. • The B ill o f Rights 
c learly  p roh ib its  Congress from  
in te rfe ring  w ith  the free exer­
cise of po litica l lib e rty .”

There sat M r. Gojack, a man 
who spent most of his life  in 
the trade union movem ent— on 
picket lines, grievance com m it­
tees and as a negotiator. Ob­
v iously he liked  w o rk in g  fo r 
the labor movement. He d idn ’t 
choose a legal profession. Y e t 
he has been forced to learn 
about matters o f law  as i f  he 
were preparing fo r an en tire ly  
new career.

W hat has happened in A m er­
ica tha t compels a man like  
h im  to fam ilia rize  h im self w ith  
the intricacies of law? The 
change tha t was forced in the 
life  of M r. G ojack is a change 
tha t has taken place in  the 
lives o f many. The explanation 
isn’t hard to find.

The labor movement in  th is 
country won its r ig h t to exist 
in  the great struggles of the 
1930’s. The bosses were th o r­
oughly defeated on the picket 
lines. So they opened a new 
offensive against the union 
movement. They attacked w ith  
an ti-labor laws. The S m ith  Act, 
the T a ft-H a rlle y  A c t and a ll 
the w itch -hun ting  Congression­
al Committees forced thousands 
of m ilita n t trade-un ion fighters 
out o f the struggle fo r be tte r 
wages and w o rk in g  conditions 
and in to  the courts to defend 
righ ts long ago won and deem­
ed secure.

“ M y figh t started in March, 
1955,”  Gojack explained. “ I  was 
then the President of U.E. D is­
tr ic t N ine. Thousands of w o rk ­
ers in the Magnavox and W h ir l­
pool factories in  Indiana and 
M ichigan were about to vote to

JOHN T. G O JACK

select th e ir co llective barga in­
ing agent. Just before the elec­
tions the House U n-Am erican 
A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee appeared 
on the scene and gave me a 
subpoena to appear before it 
and answer questions. T he ir 
purpose was clear. Newspaper 
p u b lic ity  around the hearings, 
i t  was hoped, w ould influence 
the union elections.
REFUSED TO COOPERATE

“ N a tu ra lly ,"  Gojack con tinu ­
ed, “ they asked about m y po­
lit ic a l a ffilia tions  and associa­
tions. I  referred them  to the 
non-Com m unist a ffidavits  I  had 
signed under the T a ft-H a rtle y  
A c t w hich had never been 
challenged. B u t I  refused to 
cooperate fu r th e r w ith  the com­
m ittee  on the ground th a t i t  
was v io la ting  m y constitu tion ­
al righ ts guaranteed under the 
F irs t Amendment.

"M any people th in k  the F irs t 
Amendm ent has already been 
upheld by the Supreme Court 
decision last June," Gojack 
pointed out. "A c tu a lly  the C ourt 
made a devastating a ttack on 
the ac tiv ities  of the U n-A m er­
ican Committee and its_ .Senate 
counterpart. B u t its actual de­
cision rested p re tty  much on a 
techn ica lity .

“ Tha t’s w hy the D is tr ic t 
C ourt o f Appeals in  W ashing­
ton, Jan. 16. re turned the case 
of L lo yd  B a renb la tt to the  Su­
preme Court. The Appeals 
judges in  a 5-4 decision p o in t­
ed out tha t the high court had 
not made it  clear tha t Congress 
had exceeded its power.”

“ Where does you r case stand 
now?”  I  asked.
NEEDS B A C K IN G

“ I t  is due to come before the 
C ourt of Appeals in W ashing­
ton soon,”  he replied. “ B u t a 
figh t like  th is takes money. I t  
needs the moral and financial 
support o f the labor movement 
and a ll others w ho w il l  help 
defend po litica l freedom in 
th is coun try .”

M r. Gojack spoke of the 
many tim es he had fough t fo r

the c iv il libe rties  o f others 
when he was in  a position to 
do so as a union leader. “ B u t 
many fa iled  to even rep ly  when 
m y figh t began,”  he said.

“ Then how are you getting 
the money fo r  a ll you r legal 
and p u b lic ity  needs?”  I  asked.

“ Most o f the established c iv il 
liberties committees are a l­
ready overburdened w ith  de­
mands fo r help in  other cases,”  
he replied. “ Except fo r  a m od­
est con tribu tion  from  the De­
tro it  Chapter o f the Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  U nion, a ll the 
funds so fa r  have come from  
in d iv id u a l workers. Some of 
m y fe llow -un ion ists  and I  set 
up the G ojack Defense Com­
m ittee. We have asked tha t 
help be sent in  the name o f 
th is  com m ittee to P.O. Box 751, 
F o rt Wayne, Indiana. I  w ould  
appreciate i t  very much i f  you 
w ou ld  le t your M ilita n t readers 
know  about th is  fight. I 'm  sure 
they w ould  w ant to he lp ."

Then he added, “ N ew Y o rk ­
ers can help in  an add itiona l 
way. We are going to have a 
m eeting on the test cases in 
the fig h t fo r the F irs t Am end­
m ent on Feb. 28 at the Carne­
gie Recita l H a ll, 154 W. 57 
S treet (a t Seventh Ave.) R ing 
Lardner, Jr., w i l l  cha ir the 
meeting. I .  F. Stone, D r. 
O tto  Nathan and F rank  J. 
D onner w il l  speak. Those who 
tu rn  out fo r  th is  m eeting—and 
we hope there w il l  be many—  
w il l  be co n tr ib u tin g  to the de­
fense o f the F irs t Am endm ent. 
(See ad on th is  page.)

A fte r  the discussion w ith  
John G ojack concluded, I  sat 
fo r  aw h ile  th in k in g  about the 
labor movement and the m any 
years he had contributed to its 
struggle. I t  is w e ll-know n  th a t 
in  every un ion  and every in ­
dustry there are m ilita n t w o rk ­
ers w ho take the lead in  the 
figh t fo r  be tte r wages and 
w o rk in g  conditions. There are 
others who move more s low ly  
— w ith  caution. And s till others, 
fo rtu n a te ly  a m in o rity , w ho 
are re luc tan t to move at a ll. .

Nevertheless, a ll enjoy the 
benefits tha t are won fro m  the 
struggle. I t  is s im ila r w ith  the 
figh t fo r  democracy. There are 
some w ho step out bo ld ly , con­
scious o f th e ir righ ts  and in ­
capable o f y ie ld ing  when they 
are in  jeopardy. John Gojack is 
such a man. I t  is he who risks 
his own freedom  because he 
believes in freedom fo r a ll.

B u t everyone w il l  enjoy the 
f ru it  o f his v ic to ry  i f  he w ins. 
I t  is up to us to make sure he 
does.

A  po ll o f the w h ite  student 
body at Em ory U n ive rs ity  
School of Theology in  A tlan ta , 
Georgia, showed over 75% fa ­
voring  admission o f Negro stu ­
dents and 60% expressing read­
iness to have Negro roommates.

...No Public Schools Integrated this Term
(Continued from  Page 1) 

r e d o u b l e d  propaganda cam­
paign o f the Deep South p o li­
tic ians and newspapers.

This sequence o f events u n ­
doubtedly accounts fo r the fa i l ­
ure o f any schools to desegre­
gate at m idyear and m ay also 
exp la in  the reversal o f the 
Dallas court-ordered in tegra tion  
in  Dallas.
EFFECT ON N IN E

One th ing  th a t is certa in  is 
tha t i t  has had a disastrous 
effect on the position o f the 
nine Negro ch ild ren  in L itt le  
Rock’s Central H igh  School. 
There, a sm all core o f racist 
students, egged on by racist 
parents and encouraged by the 
fact th a t adults who beat and 
k icked Negroes p u b lic ly  in 
fro n t of the school have es­
caped all punishm ent and be­
come local heroes among the 
W hite C itizen Council elements, 
has gained the upper hand in 
the high school.

They make life  m iserable fo r 
the Negro students. They fo l­
low  them through the corridors, 
shouting “ n igger”  and other in ­
sults at them . They tr ip , h it, 
and k ick  them. Those w h ite  
students who at firs t were in ­
clined to d isp lay friend liness 
to th e ir Negro classmates have 
been in tim ida ted .

The school authorities, sens­
ing w hich w ay the w ind  is 
b low ing , no t o n ly  in  L it t le  
Rock bu t in  Washington, are 
try in g  to appease the racists. 
They are tw ice  as severe in 
handing out punishm ents to the 
Negro ch ild ren  invo lved in  ra ­
cia l incidents as w ith  the an ti- 
Negro aggressors.

They have to ld the Negro 
ch ild ren  tha t they m ust subm it 
w ith o u t back ta lk  o r re ta lia ­
tion to the insults and blows 
o f th e ir persecutors. One N e­
gro student, M inn ie  Jean 
B row n, has become the especial 
ta rge t of the racists and has 
tw ice  been suspended fo r re ­
fusing to be a passive v ic tim .

Faubus and the  WCC ele­
ments hope to d rive  the Negro 
students out of C entra l H igh. 
They have before them the ex­
ample o f H ard ing H igh School 
in C harlotte, N. C. One o f the 
eleven Negro ch ild ren  in te ­
grated in  N orth  Carolina, Dor- 
othey Counts, was assigned to 
tha t school. The on ly  Negro in 
the school, she was subjected 
to cruel persecution and fin a lly  
had to w ithd raw . In  the hope 
o f a s im ila r result, the A rk a n ­
sas racists are subjecting the 
Negro ch ildren in C entra l H igh 
to a d a ily  C a lvary w h ile  the 
Pontius P ila lcs  of W ashington, 
D. C., and the L it t le  Rock 
school board wash th e ir hands 
o f the m atter.
NEW  LA W S U ITS

The on ly  b rig h t spots on the 
desegregation hW'izon are the 
filin g  of law suits by Negro pa r­
ents in A tlan ta , G a„ and B ir ­
m ingham, A la. How far and 
how fast these cases w il l  go is 
s til l a question. There seems 
lit t le  like lihood , w ha t w ith  “ a ll 
deliberate speed”  added onto 
the usual slowness of the courts 
th a t they w il l  be even near de­
cision by the beginning of 
school next year.

In  W ashington both big- 
business parties arc com bining 
to give a defin ite  c h ill to c iv il

righ ts hopes. E isenhower did 
no t m ention the subject in his 
speeches to Congress. Speaking 
fo r ihe adm in istra tion, however. 
A tto rney  General Wm. P. Rog­
ers. has declared tha t no new 
c iv il r igh ts  legislation was 
wanted now from  Congress, but 
ra ther a "cooling o ff" period. 
In  add ition  the h igh ly-tou ted  
C iv il R ights Commission set up 
under last year's compromise 
c iv il r igh ts  law , has not yet 
got o ff the ground.

Form er Supreme C ourt Jus­
tice S tanley F. Reed, its  cha ir­
man, resigned when i t  became 
apparent th a t the commission 
w ould be a target fo r smear 
attacks by Southern po litic ians 
i f  i t  reported anyth ing  d is ­
pleasing to them. To b ring  the 
commission back to its  legal 
six-m an size, Eisenhower ap­
pointed an avowed segregation­
ist, Doyle E. C arlton, a fo rm er 
governor o f F lorida. Thus the 
com m ittee is evenly sp lit — 
three avowed Southern segre­
gationists and three members 
believed opposed, to one degree 
or another, to  segregation.

To add an advance note of 
fu t i l i t y  to the commission, the 
adm in is tra tion  has not ye t been 
able to decide upon a suitable 
appointee fo r its staff d irector. 
The prim e qua lifica tion  of the I 
appointee apparently  has to be; 
tha t lie never in his life  w en ti 
on record, pro or con, on the 
question of c iv il rights. Because! 
no d irec to r has been appointed, I 
the Southern-dom inated House i 
A ppropria tions Com m ittee has! 
jo y fu lly  refused to vote the 
commission any funds whatso­
ever.

Though a handfu l o f Demo­
cra tic  libera ls are jo in in g  in a 
b i-partisan move to th row  some 
c iv il righ ts proposals in to  the 
hopper, th is is intended solely 
as a move to “ make the rec­
o rd ”  fo r the com ing election 
campaign. These proposed b ills  
w il l  be pigeon-holed unless 
great pressure from  the Negro 
people and the labor movement 
should develop during  th is ses­
sion o f Congress. For the Demo­
cratic  Party  leadership has 
c learly  indicated tha t i t  wants 
no c iv il-r ig h ts  issue on the floor 
o f Congress.

This was underlined b y  the 
action of the Dem ocratic P arty  
A dv iso ry  C ouncil, the body set 
up by the Dem ocratic libera ls  
as a propaganda counterw eight 
to the real power in  the party  
— the Southern-dom inated ma­
chine in the House and Senate. 
The libe ra l A dv iso ry  C ouncil’s 
recent po licy  statem ent was so 
lukew arm  on c iv il r igh ts  tha t 
the Democratic New Y ork  Post

was im pe lled  to rem ark edi­
to r ia lly : "The on ly  th in g  w rong 
w ith  th is p ie ty  is tha t i t  ducks 
the cruc ia l issue: the b i-p a r t i­
san agreement among the con­
gressional leaders — blessed by 
the W hite House — to b u ry  a ll 
discussion of c iv il righ ts . No 
reference to the general s ta ll in  
W ashington appeared anywhere 
in  the statem ent."

To complete the W ashington 
picture, i t  should be noted tha t 
Democratic P arty  N a tiona l Com­
m ittee Chairm an Paul B u tle r 
appointed as the p a rty ’s South­
ern representative Sam W ilh ite  
o f M ississippi, a confirm ed seg­
regationist.

Southern Democrats have the 
a ll- im p o rta n t chairmanships of 
19 o f 34 comm ittees in Con­
gress; e ight o f 15 in the Sen­
ate; 11 o f 19 in the House; and 
Senate m a jo rity  leader John­
son and Speaker o f the- House 
R ayburn are both from  Texas.

New York
First Amendment "test-cases" Invite 
You to . . .

Question ond Discuss How To

Regain the First Amendment
with

/. F. Stone Dr. Otto Nathan
Frank J. Donner 

Ring Lardner Jr., Chairman 
Friday, February 28, 8 P.M.

Carnegie Recital Hall, 154 W. 57th St. (7th Ave.) 
Contribution $1

For tickets write: F. O. Boi 170, New York 27, N. Y.

B riton Tells U .5 . Labor 
2  P arties Here Look A like


