
Laura G ray— Socialist 
‘A n d  Militant Artist

By A rt Preis
NEW YORK, Jan. 12 — One of the most heroic and beloved socialists of our 

time is no more. Laura Gray, greatest political and social cartoonist of our generation 
and M ilitant staff artist for almost 14 years, died Saturday at St. Luke’s Hospital
here a fte r  a two-day illness.

She was hospita lized on F r i ­
day w ith  pneumonia. A l l  the 
wonder drugs o f modern medicine 
could no t save her. H er physica l 
f r a i l t y  was in  d irec t con trast 
to  the s treng th  o f her noble 
s p ir it .  F o r the la s t ten years 
o f her l i fe  —  years o f her f in e s t 
con tribu tions  to the em ancipat­
in g  s trugg le  o f the w o rk in g  
class —  she had breathed and 
lived  and fo u g h t w ith  on ly  one 
lung. A t  3:30 a.m. Saturday i t  
fa ile d  her a t last. She was buried 
yeste rday a fte rnoon  a fte r  a 
sim ple ceremony attended by her

closest comrades, frien ds  and 
re la tives.

She had the second longest 
record o f continuous years o f 
service on the M il ita n t  s ta ff.  
M any o f her M il ita n t  draw ings 
and cartoons had been reproduc­
ed by labo r and soc ia lis t pub­
lica tions in  more than 20 Coun­
tries .

R eview ing the  m ilestones o f 
th is  gentle, quiet-spoken, lovely 
wom an’s life ,  we can on ly  fee l 
appalled a t the series o f catas­
troph ic  blows she endured and 
overcame. •

LAURA GRAY
(Nov. 17. 1909 — Jan. 11. 1958)

La u ra  was born on 'Nov. 17, 
1909. in  P ittsbu rgh , Pa. She was 
b ro u g h t up in  a fa ir ly  w e ll-to-do 
m iddle-class fa m ily . H e r fa m ily  
name was Slobe. They moved to 
Chicago d u rin g  Laura 's  eany 
years and the re  »he received 
m ost o f her schooling. She was 
a b r ig h t s tudent and graduated 
h igh  school a t the age o f 16.

One a c t iv ity  dom inated her 
life  fro m  g ir lho od  on —  a rt. 
She was a bo rn  a r t is t ,  w ith  im ­
mense n a tu ra l g ifts . She entered 
the fam ous Chicago A r t  In ­
s t itu te  a t the  age o f 16, the 
youngest s tudent in  its  h is to ry . 
W hile  s t i l l  a s tudent her ta lents 
were recognized. She won a num ­
ber o f awards.

She was on ly  19 and scheduled 
fo r  her f i r s t  one-man show in  » 
leading Chicago a r t  g a lle ry . Just 
before she was p repa ring  to 
pack her pa in tings fo r  shipm ent 
to the a r t  ga lle ry , her home 
burned down. E very  w o rk  o f a rt 
she had worked so hard and 
long and lo v in g ly  over was 
destroyed.

S H O W E D  H E R  S T E E L
Then she f i r s t  showed her 

steel. S truck  down, she did no t 
y ie ld . She sprang to  her feet. 
She painted new works and 
f in a lly  held her one-man show. 
She w ent on to e x h ib it in  the 
shows o f the Chicago A r t  In ­
s t itu te  and ou t-o f-tow n , w inn ing  
more prizes and c r it ic a l acclaim . 
I t  appeared th a t a l l roads were 
open to  her.

A t  the age o f 22, a b r ill ia n t,  
recognized a rt is t ,  a second g reat 
blow fe ll.  She was s tricken  w ith  
tuberculosis. In  those days, there 
was on ly one trea tm e n t fo r  th is  
dread a ff lic t io n  o f the lungs —  
bed-rest. She was bed-ridden fo r  
tw o years. T he rea fte r, her health 
was always fra g ile .

D u rin g  tihe m iddle T h irt ie s  she 
turned to  scu lp ture  and achieved 
a na tiona l repu ta tion  in  th is  
f ie ld . She had a one-man show 
in 1938 a t  the K a therine  Kuh 
ga lle ry . She ta u g h t fo r  periods

(Continued on page 2)

Reuther Seeks to Knife 
UAW Shorter-Week Bid

- f t

C ap ita lism  in  W a r and Peace

This is one of Laura Gray’s most famous cartoons, it was first published in the Militant of Sept. 9, 1944. 
It has been reprinted in labor and socialist publications in more, than a score of countries.

By Jean Simon
CLEVELAND, Jan. 13 — The Cleveland Taft-Hartley 

conspiracy case represents a “ clear and present danger” 
to the labor movement. That is the main fact that emer-

Industrialist Urges 
Fight on Pay Hikes

A group o f business men 
and hankers gathered at a 
P h ilade lph ia  luncheon Jan. 13 
were urged by a top corpora­
tion  executive to use the 
present economic, s itua tion  in 
the country as the oppo rtun ity  
tc, crack down on the unions 
by re fus ing  demands fo r  
wage raises. In a h igh ly  
be llige rent mood. L  e 1 a n d 
Hazard, vice president and 
general counsel o f the I it ts -  
burgh Plate Glass Company 
to ld  the assembled tycoons: 
"W e in management m ust 
begin to  refuse wage in ­
creases even though we know 
our re fusa ls  w i l l  produce 
strikes. We have been too 
tim id  about s tr ikes ."

Congress Threatens to Up Ante 
On Eisenhower’s War Budget

B ig  Business perspectives re ­
main geared to w a r despite the 
g ro w in g  popu lar desire fo r  an 
end to in te rna tiona l tensions. 
The B ig  Business ou tlook was 
presented to Congress by P res i­
dent E isenhower both in his 
State o f the Union message on 
Jan. 9 and in his budget message 
on Jan. 13.

The budget message proposes 
nearly  $1 b illio n  hike in arms 
expenditures over last year's 
budget which already called 
fo r  the highest peacetime rn ili-

ta ry  ou tlay  in the na tion ’s h is­
to ry . The new budget ca lls  fu r  
$4.r>.8 b illion  fo r  the m ilita ry  
establishm ent, 64% o f the to ta l 
budget o f $73.9 b illion .

“ . . . Congress w il l  a tte m p t to 
de te rm ine  w he the r i t  [th e  
budget] is adequate to s treng th ­
en the na tion ’s secu rity ,”  was the 
com m ent o f Lyndon B. Johnson 
(T exas), D em ocratic f lo o r  leader. 
A c tu a lly , according to W illia m  
S. W h ite  in the Jan. 14 New Y ork 
T imes, “ . . . Congressional action 
to raise ra th e r than low er the

budget seems probable.”
A t  the same tim e th a t  E isen- 

howei announced his proposal fo r 
record m ilita ry  expenditures, he 
proposed cuts in dom estic p ro ­
gram s, m any of them in  the 
fie ld  o f education, health and 
w e lfa re . He thus gave e ffec t to 
the ‘ ‘ less bu tte r, more guns”  slo­
gan p u t,fo rw a rd  recently  by Com- 
m erre Secretary Weeks. Both 
Republican and Democrats in 
Congress are expected to res is t 
the cuts. B u t a ll th a t w ill do is 
keep these item s as well a-

The Record of Speed-Up in Auto
D E T R O IT  —  The one a ll-em ­

bracing experience o f rank-and- j 
f i le  anto w orkers d u rin g  the 
pos t-w ar years has hen the I 
steady de te rio ra tion  o f th e ir 
w o rk in g  conditions.

There are instances where a 
group o f w orkers say 'Nve held! 
i t  down th is  t im e ," or “ we were 
able to ge t 1 y w ith  a s lig h t in ­
crease in the w ork  load.”  W here 
th is  occurs, i t  is the re s u lt o f 
the m ost stubborn resistance, 
de term ination , and se lf-o rgan iza­
tion  on the job. T h is  takes 
place d e s p i t e  the com pany’s 
th rea ts  to f ire  or to d iscip line, 
and m any tim es in  defiance o f 
the un ion leadership which, all 
too often , o ffe rs  no answers hu t 
w inds up the dispute by com­
p rom is ing  the w ork standards.

Since the 1951 recession there 
has been an in te n s ifica tio n  of 
the speed-up cam paigns eve ry­
where, p a rtic u la r ly  in the inde­
pendents and in  C h rys le r which 
have been pleading in a b ility  to 
compete.

In  the Toledo are.’, and in 
Studebaker, dangerous prece­
dents were set in 1954 when

wage cuts and speed-up p ro ­
visions were slapped on the 
K a ise r - W ill is  a n d Studebaker 
w orkers in  the name o f "h e lp ­
in g  them compete.”  A delegate 
fro m  the Toledo A J to -L ite  p lan t 
to the 16th U n ited  A u to  W o rk ­
ers convention put i t  th is  w ay: 
“ . . . We were the m ost top- 
ra ted o u t f i t  in the whole U n ited 
States. . . I say th is , and 1 am 
s o rry  to say i t ,  th a t a t one 
tim e  the pa tte rn  was set by the 
amount, o f money we earned. 
W e had to he b rough t down. 
W e had w h a t we called a U to ­
pia in A u to -L ite  in  Toledo, but 
no t today . . . the top in te rna ­
tiona l o ffice rs  g ive us ve ry  l i t ­
tle  he lp ."

K eu lhe r’s answer lo  th is  de l­
egate was: " I t  is so sim ple to 
make a ll sorts  o f charges. . . 
The A u to -L ite  workers approved 
the con tract . . . because they 
tho ugh t (he ir job  secu rity  would 
be be tte r protected because the 
jobs were being moved ou t.”

I lu t  the record c lea rly  shows 
th a t i t  was the In te rn a tio n a l 
leadership which fa iled  to o r­
gan ize  a coun te ra ttack i. i the

phony company argum ents th a t 
jobs could be saved by g iv in g  
up conditions. In  Studebaker, in 
fa c t, the w orkers  f i r s t  voted 
down these disastrous proposals, 
saying instead: "p ro te c t us by 
im p rov in g  conditions a t C M  and 
F o rd .”  They ra t if ie d  the p ro­
posals on ly a f te r  g reat pres­
sure from  the corpora tion , the 
papers, the po litic ian s  and— to 
th e ir  shame— some o f the union 
o ffic ia ls .

A LE T T E R  FROM 
C H R Y S LE R ’S P R E S ID E N T

I t  was the re fo re  no surp rise  
to C h rys le r workers when they 
received a le tte r  from  C hrys le r 
pres ident C o lbert in  1956 . ¡ ly ­
in g : " In  D e tro it ju s t  recently 
s e v e r a l  thousand autom obile 
w orkers have seen th e ir  jobs 
and th e ir  sen io rity  wiped out 
as more than one autom obile 
p a rts  assembly p la n t has fo lded 
up.”  He w ent on to say tha t 
C hrys le r w orkers  would have to 
compete to save th e ir  jobs. "W e 
have also developed,”  lie con­
tinued, "new  w o rk  standards.

(Continued on page 4)

housing, flood-con tro l and other 
badly needed public services in 
the same state o f c r im in a l ne­
g lect in which they have been 
m ainta ined fo r  years.

A ll th a t E isenhower is propos­
ing in o rder to meet the g row ing  
w o tid -w ide  demand fo r  an end to 
the arm s race is dem agogy. I t  
is t in e  tha t in his Jan. 12 rep ly  
to Soviet P rem ier B u lga u in ’s 
plea fo r  renewed nego tia tions on 
disai m om ent, Eisenhower opened 
(he door s lig h tly  to  ta lks  be­
tween the two heads o f state. A t  
the same tim e he advanced 
I ro|n sals designed to make i t  
d i f l ic i i l t  fo r  an agreem ent to 
result even i f  U.S. - Soviet 
negotiations are f in a lly  engaged 
in. Such is the demand im plied 
in his le tte r  that) the Soviet 
Union abandon its  veto-pow er in 
the U.S.-dominated U n ited N a­
tions Security Council .

( '(ea rly  the Eisenhower ad- 
i ; in is lra ( io n  has no o ther answer 
to (lie  cold w a r than to keep 
prom oting  it .  T h is  is also (he p ro ­
gram of the Dem ocratic P arty  
hut there are reasons to believe 
tha t the \m erm an people have 
a d iffe re n t view.

Roscoo Drummond o f the N. V. 
Herald T ribune , Jan. 12, basing 
h im se lf en Congressional reac­
tion to the P resident’s N tate-o f- 
the Union message, guessed th  u. 
" th e  Am erican people are fa r  
mere eager to press negotiation:; 
\,dt'ii the Soviets than Secret» y 
Dulles and some ethers in the 
A d m in is tra tio n  have believed.”  
According- to Drummond, the 
President g o t the h u g e s t 
response in his Jan. 9 speech 
when he said tha t th is  country 
“ w 'i!  a lways go the e x tra  m i’e 
w ith  any one on earth i f  i t  w il l 
b ring  us nearer to a genuine 
peace."

Ford 600  
Leader Hits 
Phony Move

DETROIT, Jan. 15—The 
growing army of unem­
ployed can take no comfort 
from the fact that United 
A u t o  Workers president 
W a lte r Reuther has decided to  
use Russia’s S pu tn iks as an ex­
cuse fo r  d ropp ing the shorte r 
work-week as a demand fo r  the 
1958 auto negotia tions. The 
sho rte r work-week demand was 
proposed, fough t fo r  over the 
years, accepted by the auto 
w orkers  genera lly  and f in a lly  
adopted by tw o U A W  conven­
tions, as an e ffec tive  method 
o f f ig h t in g  unem ploym ent. Now, 
ju s t when unem ploym ent is ra p ­
id ly  r is in g  to p re -W o rld  W ar 
I I  levels, Reuther has dropped 
the demand, s u b s titu tin g  in ­
stead a vague proposal fo r  a 
com plicated “ p r o f i t  sharing 
plan.”

M ee ting  in secret session, Jan.
11 and 12, R euther and the 
In te rn a tio n a l U n ion ’s executive 
board toge ther w ith  a sm all, 
c a re fu lly  selected group fro m  
R euthe r’s r ig h t-w in g  caucus, in 
e ffe c t*  vetoed the mandate o f 
the A p r i l 1957 U A W  convention.

S T E L L A T O  S T A T E M E N T
Im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  the sub­

s titu te  proposals were made pub­
lic  on Jan. 13, C a rl S te lla to , 
pres ident o f U A W  F ord  Local 
600 said: " I ’m sure there are 
thousands o f o ther U A W  mem­
bers who are ju s t  as disap­
pointed as I  am. . . I don’t  
know w h a t R euther can be 
th in k in g  about. A sho rte r w ork  
week means more jobs and more 
jobs should he h igh on any 
honest union leader's p ro g ra m ." 
(Stellato said he would oppose 
R euther’s scheme on the f lo o r  
o f the Jan. 22-24 special U A W  
convention, w h ich  was m an­
dated by the A p r i l,  1957 con­
ven tion  to lay  p la ils  fo r  w in ­
n ing  the sho rte r w o rk  week w ith  
increased pay in  1958.

O ff ic ia ls  o f one o f Canada’s 
s trongest U A W  un its , Local 
222, have also announced th a t 
they w ill continue to press fo r  
"th e  s ix -hou r day,”  in  sp ite  o f 
R euther’s action.

C IT E S  M IS S IL E S  R A C E
R euther’s s ta tem ent says he 

dropped the sho rte r work-week 
demand because “ the problem  
sym bolized by the Russian earth  
sa te llite s  has d ra s tica lly  changed 
w h a t appeared to be the s itu a ­
tio n  a t the tim e o f the 1957 
convention .”  Now, says Reuther, 
i t  is necessary fo r  the w orkers 
to w ork  long hours in  order to 
con tribu te  to the m issiles race.

Here is  w ha t is w rong w ith  
th a t a rgum ent: (1) The sho rte r 
work-week demand does no t in ­
te rfe re  w ith  the fu l l  u t iliz a t io n  
o f t h e  c o u n try ’s productive  
forces. I t  ju s t  means th a t the 
companies would have to pay 
overtim e a fte r , say 30 hours, 
ra th e r than a f te r  40. In o ther 
words, the sho rte r work-week 
demand means an increase in 
liv in g  standards e ith e r way.

(2) The factories are not 
opera ting  lu l l  tim e, and they 
aren ’ t  expected to do so in the 
near fu tu re , in spite o f the in ­
crease in the new arm s budget. 
The sho rte r w ork-w eek— w ith  
decreased pay— is a lready here. 
The th in g  is to ge t the shorte r 
week w ith  fu l l  pay.

The on ly  way Reuther’s a r- 
! gum ent makes sense is from  the 

prem ise advanced by the em­
ployers and recently im p lied by 
Senator Lyndon Johnson. Dcm - 
ocn-tic P a rty  leader in the Sen­
ate— th a t is, th a t the w orkers 
m ust sacrifice  th e ir  standard o f 
l iv in g  to pay fo r  the arm s 
race.

The top U A W  brass has in ­
voked the "S o v ie t menace”  be­
fo re  to oppose the 30-hour week 
at 10 hours pay. A u to  workers 
rem em ber th a t when the 30 -fn r- 

(Continued on page 4)

ClevelandT-H Defendants 
Win New Labor Backing

ges as the t r ia l enters its  s ix th  
day, and the m ost a le r t  unions 
are beginning to recognize th e ir  
stake in the ease and to sound 
the a larm .

The fo llow ing  union bodies 
have voted support fo r the 
C leveland T -H  defendants: Ford 
Local 600, U n ited A u to  W o rk ­

ers. D e tro it ;  Am algam ated U A W  
Local 453, C hicago; Chicago 
D is tr ic t 1 and six locals o f the 
Packinghouse W orke rs ; B riggs  
U A W  Local 212, D e tro it; San 
Francisco Longshore Local 6; 
Ohio M ach in ists Lodge 2155 and 
the Ohio Brass Lodge in Mans­
f ie ld ;  the Lake County Federa­
t io n  o f Labor; Mechanics Edu­

ca tiona l Society Local 72; P a in t- j 
ers Local 867 and Am algam ated ' 
Meat C u tte rs  a n d  Butcher 
W orkm en Local 500, Cleveland.

Outcome o f the t r ia l  is v ita l 
f o r  Ibhor since i t  is based on a 
new and broadened app lica tion  
o f the T a ft-H a r t le y  law. The , 
case began when e igh t persons ; 
were indicted here la s t Jan. 23 
by a federa l grand ju r y  on 
charges o f ' ‘consp iring ’ ’ to c ir ­
cumvent: the "non-com m unist”
a ff id a v it  provis ions o f the T a ft-  
H a rtle y  law . O nly tw o  o f the 
defendants, Fred and M a r i e  
Hang, have been accused o f ac­
tu a lly  s ign ing  fa lse a ffid a v its , a 
charge they have denied.

They were ind ic ted  fo r  th is  
las t Jan. 9, but the governm ent | 
prosecutors have never b rought 
the rase to t r ia l.  Instead they 
are t ry in g  the Haugs and fiv e  
alleged fo rm e r Ohio Commu­
n is t P a rty  o ff ic ia ls  fo r  "con ­
sp iracy”  to deceive the N a tio n ­
al Labor Relations Bottl'd, a 
charge on which there  is no 
s ta tu te  o f lim ita tio n s  and on 
which i t  is possible to d rag  in 
any num ber o f persons on the 
basis o f g u ilt  by association.

Ind ica tive  o f the cha racter o f 
the "consp iracy”  is the tv.se o f 
one o f the defendants, E ric  
Ile in th a le r, who is charged sole­
ly  w ith  " tra n s p o rtin g ”  others 
in his car to commit, the alleged 
“ conspiracy.”  So- f lim s y  is the 
governm ent case th a t ju s t be­
fo re  the tr ia l opened the prose­
cution dropped charges aga inst 
defendant Edw ard Chaka and 
adm itted  i t  did so fo r  lack o f 
evidence.

Year Long 
Calif. Fight 
On Speedup

M A Y W O O D , C A L IF ., Jan. 10 
—  The fa ilu re  o f the L 'n ited 
A u to  W orke r leadership’s po licy 
on speed-up in the auto in dus try  
is c le a rly  revealed in C hrys ler 
in Los Angeles. U A W  Local 
230 has been w ag ing  a m ilita n t 
s tru g g le  aga inst speed-up in  l 
th is  p lant fo r more than a 
year. Despite many unau thor­
ized w a lkou ts  and an au tho r­
ised  I s tr ik e  tha t .lasted five  
weeks, C hrys ler has been able 
to  continue its  d rive  to  b ring  
its  production standards up to  
the sweat-shop level o f those 
in  General M otors.

C h rys le r s ta rted  its  in tens i­
f ied  d rive  fo r  speed-up when 
i t  began production o f its  1957, 
models. Everyone remembers | 
the “ dea l" on speed-up re ferred 
to hy C h rys le r V ice -P residen t 
F rank  W . M isch. Before these 
charges were made la s t MDrch, 
a com pany-w ide s tr ik e  aga inst 

I the speed-up had been averted i 
by a las t-m inu te  se ttlem ent be­
tween C h rys le r o ff ic ia ls  and top 
o ffic ia ls  o f the U A W .

T h is  settlem ent was o f no 
value to the w orkers in the L .A . 
C hrys le r p lan t. A f te r  a series 

' o f wa lkouts o v e r  speed-up, 
U A W  230 called its  authorized 
s tr ike . T h is  s tr ik e  coincided 
w ith  the U A W  convention last 
A p r i l and was g ran ted  substan- 

, t ia l m a te ria l support by the In ­
te rn a tio n a l on ly a fte r  the con­

t e n t io n  began.
The s tr ik e  was settled w ith  

an agreem ent th a t the iv te  of 
production would rem ain frozen 
a t 516 cars per day fo r  the 
du ra tion  o f the 1957 model. 
However, even th is  agreement 
gave C h rys le r a large increase 

' in its  production standards as 
compared to 1956. B u t th is  in ­
crease w;:S not enough fo r  the 

(C ontinued on page 4 )
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From Laura Gray’s Graphic Record of Our Epoch
The Only Victor

9

R«“prin ted  from  the M ilita n t,  A ugust 18, 1945

Watch That Blood Pressure

Reprinted from the Militant, July 9, 1951

The Mighty Arm of Solidarity
<•»

The Judgment of History

Reprinted from the Militant, March 16, 1953

But Lots of Young Ones Do

Reprinted from the Militaant, December 25, 1950

"In Our Hands There Lies the Power'
David and Goliath

R eprin ted from  the M ilita n t,  October 11, 1954

(We reprint the following homage to 
Laura Gray from the M i l i t a n t  of 
March 8, 1954. It was written on the oc­
casion of her Tenth Anniversary as staff 
artist for the Militant. — Editor).

People who never ta lk  themselves up don 't 
a lw ays escape the encom iastic comments o f 
others. Th is is happening r ig h t  now in  the ease 
o f Laura  G ray, in  whose honor the New Y o rk  
Local o f the SW P is th ro w in g  a pa rty  on the 
occasion o f her ten th  a n n ive rsa iy  as s ta ff  
ca rtoo n is t o f the M ilita n t.  T h is  is re a lly  n 
na tion -w ide  a f fa ir .  The New Y o rk  local is  
s tag ing  the celebration, bu t a ll the members 
o f the p a rty  and a ll the readers o f the M il ita n t  
are present w ith  you in s p ir it .  A nd we are a ll 
saying, “ Thank you, L a u ra ; Laura , you re 
w o nderfu l.”

The p ro le ta rian  movement takes g re a t pride 
in  its  in te llec tua ls  and a rt is ts ; a ll the more 
so since, under the preseent conditions o f the 
s trugg le  in  th is  coun try , i t  can boast so few  o f 
them . There is a reason fo r  th is  scarc ity , bu t 
the re  is also a reason w hy we count on its  
remedy. The revo lu tio n a ry  w orkers and the 
a r t is ts  need each other, and th e ir  union w ill be 
a certa in  consequence o f new developments in 
the com ing stages o f our s trugg le  fo r  Socia list 
A m erica.

A R T IS T S  N O T A  S O C IA L  P O W E R
In  our present class society, the in te llec tua ls  

and the a rtis ts  don’t ge t a f a i r  Chance. B y them ­
selves, they are weak. They are no t a se lf- 
s u ff ic ie n t class, bu t ra th e r a selection o f ex­
ceptional people, who in  seeking to rea lize them ­
selves —  which means, f i r s t  o f a ll, to  be them - 
relves —  requ ire  the support o f  a class w h ich  
represents a power.

N e a rly  a ll o f  them, a t the  present tim e, are 
Consciously or unconsciously servants o f the 
ru l in g  power o f the dom inan t class o f ex­
p lo ite r’s, and depend on its  patronage. B u t they 
pay a price fo r  th is  a lleg iance w h ich  s trikes a t 
th e ir  ve ry  reason fo r  being. T h e ir in ne r com­
pulsion is to po rtra y  re a lity , to te ll the t ru th  
as they see it. B u t th is  in ne r com pulsion runs 
up against the con trad ic tion  th a t the class 
society, which is founded on lies, has no use 
fo r  the t ru th  and savagely persecutes those who 
p o rtra y  it .

T h is  places the a r t is t  before a crue l dilem m a. 
H e needs freedom  above eve ry th in g  —  the fre e ­
dom “ to draw  the th in g  as he sees i t ” ; th a t is 
the  a r t is t ’s bread o f life .  The denial o f th is  
r ig h t  tu rns  the a r t is t ’s bread in to  a stone. B u t 
there is no th ing  he can do about i t  by h im se lf.

T H E  A R T IS T 'S  N A T U R A L  A L L Y
The so-called “ iv o ry  tow e r”  is  no t a place o f 

re fuge but o f exile  fro m  the rea l w orld . The 
sa lva tion  o f the a r t is t  is to a lly  h im s e lf w ith  a 
pow er w h ich  w ill pe rm it h im  to do th is  w o rk  —

“ I t  is w e ll th a t there is a r t  in the w orld  
as w e ll as po litics . I t  is w e ll th a t the poten­
t ia lit ie s  o f a r t  are as inexhaustib le  as li fe  
its e lf. In a' ce rta in  sense a r t  is r ich e r than 
life , fo r  i t  can both oversta te and understate. 
. . .can present the same object) in  a ll it?  
varied facets and shed a v a r ie ty  o f  l ig h t 
upon i t . ”

—  Leon T ro tsky . F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l, Jan­
ua ry , 1941.

th a t is, to live  and be h is  rea l s e lf —  and 
pro tect and sustain h im  in  its  perform ance. 
There is such a power, and the a r t is t  should 
recognize i t  and seek alliance w ith  it .  T h a t is 
the m odem w o rk in g  class, represented by its  
conscious vanguard, whose cause is served only 
by tru th . By th a t fa c t, i t  is the n a tu ra l a lly  and 
p ro tec to r o f a ll tru th-seekers, among whom the 
a r t is t  stands in  f i r s t  place. The a lliance o f the 
tru e  a rt is t w ith  the la bo r m ovem ent is the 
condition fo r  his own em ancipation.

I f  the a r t is t  needs the la bo r movement, no 
less does the labo r m ovem ent need the a rtis t. 
The w orke i F need no t on ly the  crude t ru th  wh ich 
is the u g ly  re a lity  o f th e ir  da ily  existence. 
They need also the t ru th  w h ich  illum ina te s  and 
inspires, which elevates and ennobles, the t ru th  
w h ich shines w ith  a b lin d in g  lig h t,  the  l ig h t  
w h ich  on ly  the a r t is t  can give. I t  is a lu cky  
day when our movement f ind s  such a person. And 
i t  is the p a rt o f w isdom , as w e ll as o f g ra titude , 
to  cherish the alliance and to celebrate it ,  as 
you are do ing to n ig h t a t the p a rty  fo r  Lau ra  
G rny.

I  don’t doubt th a t La u ra  made her f i r s t  ap­
pearance in the  o ffice  o f the  M il ita n t  so qu ie tly  
and unob trus ive ly  —  as is he r m anner —  th a t 
scarcely anyone noticed her in  the busy hubbub 
in which a paper a lw ays goes to  press. B u t she 
came in to  Sandstone Prison, where some o f us 
were re s id in g  a t the  tim e, w ith  a c la tte r  and a 
bang. H e r f i r s t  cartoon scattered the  gray 
shadows o f the prison, lik e  the po w e rfu l head­
lig h t  o f a locom otive ro l lin g  down the r ig h t  o f 
way. E very week th e re a fte r we looked fo r  her 
cartoons, and they b righ tened the prison day 
each tim e  they came.

T H E  A N T IC IP A T IO N  •
The readers o f the M il ita n t  everywhere, im ­

mersed in  the prosaic de ta ils  o f  everyday li fe  
and the rou tine  tasks o f the  s trugg le  fo r  a b e tte r 
w orld , have greeted her w eekly draw ings  w ith  
the same g ra titu d e  and enthusiasm ; and have 
derived fro m  them  the same in sp ira tion , the 
same a n tic ip a to ry  g lim pse o f a b e tte r w orld  
where in a ll people w ill express themselves be tte r, 
more com plete ly, in  more e ffec tive  communion 
w ith  others; th a t is to  say, m ore a rt is t ic a lly .

I speak o f th is  as an an tic ipa tion . F o r in  the 
soc ia lis t society o f the  free  and equal, a ll w il l 
be a r t is ts ;  a ll w i l l  have the  means and the 
op p o rtu n ity , and the favo rab le  social environ­
m ent, to tap th e ir  springs o f ta le n t and th e ir  
in s tin c t fo r  self-expression in  a r t is t ic  fo rm , 
wh ich are today hidden, suppressed and denied. 
The true  a rtis ts , who fee l im pelled to d raw  the 
tru e  p ic tu re  o f li fe  as th e y  see it ,  no t on ly  as 
i t  is bu t as i t  ough t to  be and w il l  be, can f in d  
the  fu lle s t freedom  fo r  the exercise o f th is  im ­
pulse today on ly  in  a lliance w ftih the  g rea t 
labo r movement, w h ich  is fo rc in g  its  way, 
th rough  the blood and f i l t h  o f c a p ita lis t society, 
to  the new w orld  o f t ru th  and beauty. In  p a r­
t ic u la r, the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty , which represents 
the conscious elem ent o f th is  g re a t movement, 
is the na tu ra l a lly  o f the asp ir in g  a rt is t.

M any o f them  w i l l  come to us in  the fu tu re , 
and i f  we are wise we w il l  receive them  g lad ly . 
O ur Laura , ca rtoon is t fo r  the M ilita n t,  is the 
advance guard, the ha rb inge r o f the poets and 
a it is ts  to come. In  honoring  her, on the occasion 
o f her ten th  ann iversary  on the s ta f f  o f  the  
M ilita n t,  we are honoring  the  paper, the p a r ty  
and ourselves. A nd we are ho no ring  a t the 
same tim e, the com ing grand a lliance o f re vo lu ­
tion is ts  and a rt is ts  in  the g re a t b a ttle  where in 
no one can fa il.

Laura Gray — Socialist Artist
She Left a Heritage So Rich..."
With deep pride and profound gratitude we of the Socialist! Workers 

Party cherish the memory of our beloved comrade Gray. She was a great 
warrior. Time and again she lifted us up and gave fresh inspiration through 
her cartoons in the Militant. Subtle humor, savage irony, indignant protest, 
political clarity and class truth blended effectively in her images. She struck 
blow upon powerful blow in support of the struggle for a socialist society.

Laura’s work was appreciated by socialist fighters the world over. Her 
timely and timeless cartoons have been printed and reprinted in the press 
of many countries. She left a heritage so rich that a spontaneous movement 
has already begun to provide means for publishing a full collection of her 
material in book form.

A book of this kind would provide a vivid pictorial history of key poli­
tical issues and events since World War II. I t  would be priceless as an 
educator of the socialist cadres. Young revolutionary cartoonists yet to ap­
pear would be taught by Laura Gray and inspired to can-y on in her great 
tradition.

Young artists have even more to learn from her. Fame as a cartoonist 
left Laura unpretentious and undemanding in her relations with the move­
ment. She was an organization woman, giving her talents to the socialist 
cause with selfless devotion, setting an example worthy of emulation. Her 
attitude caught the essential spirit o f the relationship between the intel­
lectuals and the workers necessary to the forging of a revolutionary so­
cialist party.

Comrade Laura will live in the memory of all who knew her. She was a 
true socialist.

James P. Cannon 
National Chairman

Farrell Dobbs, 
National Secretary

(Continued fro m  page 1)

in Oregon ¡md at) the Chicago 
A r t  In s titu te .

B u t th a t was the  decade o f 
the G reat Depression, when 
cap ita lism  scrapped so much of 
the  best tra ined labor and talents. 
To exist, she had to ge t a job  on 
the W PA A r t  P ro ject. There she 
created a number o f au tis tic  
masterpieces. B u t a ll we have 
le f t  o f them are th e ir  photo­
graphs. They were the p ro pe rty  
o f the governm ent. I t  is reported 
th a t her works, along w ith  those 
o f o ther d istinguished a rtis ts , 
were junked. A  s c u lp tu ra l con­
s truc tion  o f m etal, a pioneer 
w ork  in th is  medium, was turned 
over to the W orld  W ar I I  “ scrap 
d rive .”

L A U R A  T H E  S O C IA L IS T
T his was the tra g ic  side of 

her life , a tragedy she shared 
w ith  a great- m any ta lented and 
creative people in  th is  place and 
th is  age. The side we tu rn  to, 
fro m  which we d raw  in sp ira tion  
and sustenance, is La u ra  G ray 
the  indom itab le  f ig h te r  fo r  the 
socialist) society o f the free  and 
equal.

She found her way to  the  so­
c ia lis t movement and to  the  So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  in  the 
sp rin g  o f 1942. How  cha racte r­
is tic  i t  was o f her to  jo in  a t the 
very he ight o f the w a r reaction 
and jingo ism  and sho rtly  a fte r  
the SW P leaders had been tr ie d  
and sentenced to  federa l prison 
under the  S m ith  Gag A c t fo r  
procLaim ing opposition to  the im ­
pe ria lis t w ar. She jo ined the SWP 
fo r the purest o f motives. She 
was determ ined to  f ig h t  against 
the war.

La u ra  did no t f in d  he rse lf as 
an a r t is t  th rou gh  the Socia list 
W orke rs  P a rty . B u t she did fin d  
and f u l f i l l  he rse lf as a conscious 
social bhing. She placed her b r i l ­
l ia n t  ta le n ts  a t the  service o f 
the socia lis t cause. H er cartoons 
were to  become a lm ost a trade ­
m ark  o f the M il ita n t  and in  her 
ou r paper —  the  g rea tes t w o rk ­
ing-class paper ever published, 
in  m y opin ion —  was to f in d  a 
p o lit ic a l a r t is t  t r u ly  w o rth y  o f it.

B u t Lau ra  did no t become a 
M ilita n t ' a r t is t  in  the f i r s t  years 
o f her socia lis t a c tiv ity . She was 
always the m .s t modest and un­
pre tentious o f people. She did 
no t go around ad ve rtis ing  her 
g ifts .

1 m et her f i r s t  in  J u ly  1942 
when I  w en t to  Chicago to be 
SW P branch organizer. D u rin g  
my f i r s t  m eeting, I  noted the 
pale, delicate - fea tu red  y^ung  
woman s it t in g  stra ight) and very 
qu ie tly  a t the  re a r o f the ha il, 
up aga inst the w a ll. N o th in g  in  
her outw ard fea tu res ever sug­
gested the source o f the trem end­
ous power o f he r p o lit ic a l d raw ­
ings. There was a lo t  o f ta lk

a t th a t m eeting. I t  seemed 
everyone «¡poke except Laura . 
B ut when the ca ll came fo r  
vo lunteers fo r  a M il ita n t  d is ­
tr ib u tio n , hers was the f ir s t  
hand raised.

A lthough  Laura  was a d is tin ­
guished a r t is t  when she came to 
our ranks, she ne ithe r expected 
n i r  accepted any special t re a t­
ment. She came to  serve. She 
w ould  go out, th is  f r a i l ,  sick 
woman, in zero weather, w ith  
snow a fo o t  deep, before some 
p la n t gate i r  union h a ll to 
d is tr ib u te  M ilita n ts  o r SWP 
leafle ts . She was re a lly  endanger­
in g  her life , and we had to  con­
tr iv e  p re texts  to keep her fro m  
go ing  ou t in  icy  w eather and 
confined to indoor tasks.

Before go ing to  Chicago, I  had 
worked fo r  a period in  The M il i ­
ta n t and knew the paper’s lack 
o f a good cartoon ist. We requ ire  
a com plete ly d iffe re n t class ou t­
look and a precis ion and exac t­
ness o f p o lit ic a l fo rm u la tio n  th a t 
would a u tom a tica lly  d isq u a lify  
even the m ost a r t is t ic a lly  able 
o f  the ca p ita lis t press cartoon­
ists. The com bination o f class 
consciousness, m ora l courage, 
p o lit ic a l acuteness and a r t is t ic  
capacity  requ ired fo r  a M a rx is t

ca rtoon is t is  a once-in-a-gener- 
a tion  phenomenon. W e were in ­
deed lucky  to  f in d  Laura .

S ym bo lica lly , her f i r s t  ven ture 
in  cartoon ing was in  aid o f r  
g roup o f Chicago auto union 
m ilita n t«  in  a s trugg le . I  had 
been asked to  assist in  p u ttin g  
out a paper fo r  a group o f C h i­
cago Studebaker un ionists. I  
recalled La u ra ’s a r t is t ic  s k ill,  
inc lud ing  a g i f t  fo r  sa tire  I  had 
seen in  several o f her works. I  
asked her i f  she would t r y  her 
hand on a cartoon fo r  the union 
paper. F rom  th a t f i r s t  cartoon, 
I  knew Laura  and the M il ita n t  
were made fo r  each other.

She v is ited  New  Y o rk  in  
Janua ry  1944. On M arch  4. 1944, 
her f i r s t  cartoon appeared in  our 
paper. From  the f ir s t ,  he r w ork  
added such a fresh , b r ig h t, 
sa tir ic a l note to  the paper th a t 
i t  was en thus ias tica lly  hailed by 
our readers everywhere.

Lau ra  was the exact opposite 
o f the tem peram enta l in d iv id u a l­
is t  usua lly  depicted as the  cha r­
ac te ris tic  a rt is t.  Lau ra  worked 
ac a m efriber o f the s ta ff.  The 
general theme and suggestions 
fo r p ic to r ia l treatm eenb o f ca r­
toons were discussed in  s ta f f  
m eetings. L g u r*  w ou ld  take

these bare, rough suggestions 
and by the m arve l o f her a r t  
tra n s fo rm  abstract, verba l p o lit i­
cal concepts in to  p ic to r ia l images 
th a t had trem endous power to 
shock, arouse, persuade, move 
the reader a t a glance.

Laura  did n o t ju s t toss cartoons 
o ff.  She concentrated a ll her 
consciousness on them . She 
tho ugh t deeply and pro found ly  
on a ll her w o rk . She b rough t to 
her po litica l d ra w in g  s ince rity , 
depth o f fee ling . She wasn’t 
w o rk ing  fo r  a buck to  sell o ther 
men’s ideas. She was w o rk in g  
fo r  a cause th a t was her own. 
H er cartoons were no t lig h t, 
b r itt le ,  w it ty  gags, a lthough she 
was capable o f  devas ta ting ly  
comic and s a tir ic  e ffec t. They 
were p ro fo un d ly  sym bo lic  rep ­
resentations o f  the  w o rld  o f 
s tru g g le  in which we live.

She summed up the m ost tra g ic  
and the m ost ev il elem ents o f 
o u r epoch. W h a t words can depict 
the tragedy  o f the young in  th is  
period o f c a p ita lis t decay and 
w a r m ore m ov ing ly  than  her 
bewildered l i t t le  New Y ear baby, 
weighed down w ith  helmet, u n i­
fo rm  and gun, in  her New Y ear 
1951 cartoon a t  the he ig h t o f 
the  Korean w a r?  W h a t p o r tra it

Was ever more tru e  than her f ig ­
ure o f Gen. M a c A rth u r, an ev jl 
h is tr io n ic  demamogue, declaim ­
ing , “ Old Sold ier N ever D ie,”  
8 m ids t the endless crosses on 
the graves o f young soldiers in  
the Korean w ar?

It) w ould be no t on ly a f i t t in g  
tr ib u te  to  Lau ra , b u t an in ­
valuable service to  the soc ia lis t 
movement to  p u t ou t as soon as
possible a co llection  o f her
carlsoops over the past 14 years, 
fro m  the second w o rld  w a r 
th rough  the period o f the
prepara tions o f the th ird  w o rld  
w a r. I t  would provide the m ost 
g raph ic  —  the m ost t ru th fu l —  
record o f ou r tim es th a t  could 
be b ro u g h t between tw o  covers.

P o litica l cartoons are a pheno­
menon o f the  m ost pro found ly  
p o litica l era man has ever
known —  the b r ie f  age o f cap ita l­
ism. Laura , under h a lf - w ay 
norm al conditions o f life , w ould 
have lived o u t he r years c rea t­
in g  objects to  b e a u tify  and en­
ric h  m an’s life  and cu ltu re . The 
Circumstances o f her life , the  
conditions o f the w orld  imposed 
too g re a t an obstacle to  the f u l ­
f i l lm e n t o f her r ich  a rt is t ic  
g ifts . The loss o f w h a t she 
m ig h t have done is tra g ic  and I  
w ou ld  no t m in im ize  it). B u t the  
loss o f the w o rld  and the pos­
s ib ilitie s  o f m ank ind ’s su rv iva l 
w ould be in f in ite ly  m ore tra g ic . 
Lau ra  used much o f he r meager 
s treng th  o f her la s t years to 
help th e  w o rld  to  live.

W e hear m uch in  recent tim es 
fro m  the m ouths o f cap ita lis ts , 
po litic ian s  and m il ita r is ts  o f the 
“ calculated r is k .”  B y th a t the y  
mean the r is k  o f w a r to  the lives 
o f o ther men and women, ne t 
th e ir  own. Laura , too, believed 
in  the theory  o f the  calculated 
r is k  —  b u t fo r  herse lf.

Ten years ago, in  1947, one o f 
her lungs became so Totted w ith  
T B  th a t i t  had to  be e n tire ly  
removed. No one could have 
blamed h e r i f  she had accepted 
the  w a rn ings  o f her physicians 
and lived the qu ie t, re t ir in g  li fe  
o f sem i-inva lid ism . She con­
sciously chose the calculated r is k  
—  to  continue Iw ith  a ll her 
energies her con tribu tion  to  the 
revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le . And by 
some m irac le  o f w i l l  she survived 
fo r  ten more years and poured 
her whole be ing in to  her M il i ­
ta n t cartoons. Le t us th in k  o f 
th a t on th is  sad occasion.

W e w il l  never have another 
Laura . B u t somewhere in  th is  
land, r ig h t  now, there  are g ir ls  
and boys, young women and men, 
who w il l  come to hear o f her 
and see the w o rk  she did. A nd 
her spark w i l l  l ig h t  a flam e  in  
them . They w i l l  come fo rw a rd  
w ith  th e ir  ta le n ts  and courage 
to  take up the noble w o rk  -io 
w h ich  ou r love ly  L a u ra ’s l i fe  was 
dedicated.

In Honor of Laura Gray
By James P. Cannon
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Labor and the Fight for Jobs

Layoffs Hit Auto Centers Hard

Unemployment in the United States is 
now estimated at about four million, a 
figure that tops the 1949, pre-Korean-war 
total for the same period. Add to this the 
shortened work-week with reduced pay- 
dhecks and .the size of the economic 
problem confronting the American labor 
movement becomes clear. As the Jan. issue 
of Steel Labor reports, there are some 
125,000 unemployed steel workers and 
“ another 200.000 are working only part 
time.’’ The auto union has the same story 
to tell.

Is it  necessary to point out that every 
man and woman in this country is entitled 
to a job? Each is entitled to security, to 
the certainty that a decent living can he 
earned by one’s labor. No other right 
means much if  the righ t to job security 
doesn’t exist. And here we are dealing 
not with one man or woman denied em­
ployment, but with millions.

What do Meany, Reuther and others in 
the top brass of the labor movement 
propose to do about it? They seek a solu­
tion to growing unemployment through a 
bigger arms budget. The Jan. 11 AFL-CIO 
News blazed the follpw'ing headline across 
its front page: “ Meany Urges Government 
Launch Survival Offensive.’’ The problem 
of bolstering the nation’s economy was 
tied to a demand that the U.S. “ rebuild 
its military strength.”  In effect, Meany 
wants labor to demand more guaranteed 
war-profits to Big Business, sky-rocketing 
inflation and staggering taxes for the 
American working people, for these are 
the consequences of the arms race.
REUTHER’S PROGRAM

Walter Reuther made headlines in the 
$ress when he announced he was desert­
ing the fight for more jobs through a 
30-hour week, for 40-hour pay decided on 
at the last UAW convention. Reuther 
claims an entirely new situation exists 
since the launching of the Russian Sput­
niks that calls for mobilizing maximum 
economic resources for military needs.

While so-called labor “ leaders” join a 
Big-Business clamor for more arms, who 
is going to guarantee that even fantastic 
increases in military spending are going 
to result in full employment? In the past 
year military expenditures were at a 
record peacetime high. Prices rose. But 
production dropped.

A point is reached in government sub­
sidizing of Big Business when arms spend-? 
ing cannot increase fast enough to meet 
the expansion needs of the capitalists. 
Then only war itself with its untold suf­
ferings for the working people will do the 
trick. Aren’t Meany and Reuther the least 
bit afraid that the arms race they ask 
for might lead to war and nuclear 
destruction ?

Why should the Russian space satellites 
cause labor to bow down before Big Busi­
ness, tighten its belt, and postpone in­
definitely'its right to security and decent 
living standards? The Soviet Union is 
using its military-technological lead to 
press for disarmament. The prospect of 
being forced into even a limitation of the 
arms race frightens profiteers. But should 
labor adopt the same view? Is risk of war 
and the threat of nuclear destruction the 
only way working men and women of this 
country can escape the misery of job­
lessness?
WHAT LABOR SHOULD DEMAND

The American "workers must raise their 
own program to combat unemployment. 
The labor movement should demand a 
shorter work-week without reduction in 
take-home pay. This would spread the 
number of jobs and increase the purchas­
ing power of the workers. The labor move­
ment should demand unemployment com­
pensation equal to full-time trade-union 
wages for the length of the period of 
unemployment. I t  should demand huge 
outlays for badly-needed public works, 
along the line of Steel Workers President 
McDonald’s recent demand for $15 billion 
for schools.

To win these demands will require an 
all-out struggle by labor on both economic 
and political fronts. The labor movement 
must build its own party — a labor party 
— and establish a workers and farmers 
government that will act in the interests 
of the majority instead of the profiteer's.

We believe both peace and full employ­
ment — with the prospect of greater 
leisure and higher living standards — can 
be finally won only with a socialist 
system, a planned economy for the benefit 
of society instead of the profits of the 
few. We believe that more than security 
and justice are involved in this fight. 
Survival of humanity is at stake.

labour R eview ' Issue Excels

Cleveland 
Relief Rolls 
Take Jump

By Bob Kingsley
C L E V E L A N D , Jan. 13— La y­

o ffs  in  th is  c ity  are “ a bonfire  
th a t could become a con flag ra ­
tio n ,”  says the County W elfa re  
D irec to r who reports  a b ig  jum p 
in re lie f app lica tion  by people 
whose unem ploym ent checks 
have run  out. The industries 
hardest h it are auto, a irc ra ft 
and steel.

Chevro le t is the on ly  la rge  
auto p la n t in  the c ity  s t ill h ir ­
ing. La s t month i t  added 500 
to the w o rk  force. A ll the others 
are la y in g  o ff.  Ford  alone la id  
o f f  700 la s t month.

The Bureau o f Unem ploym ent 
Compensation estim ates 24,000 
jobless, the h ighest num ber in 
e ig h t years. These fig u re s  ai-e 
based on unem ploym ent com­
pensation cla im s. The actua l 
num ber o f unemployed is much 
closer to 25,000.

M id land  Steel has reduced its  
w o rk  fo rce  from  1,800 to 800. 
Foo te -B urt, a shop th a t hasn’t  
la id  o f f  in  eleven years, la s t 
week dropped 115 w orkers. The 
la y o ffs  in  steel, however, would 
be fa r  more widespread i f  i t  
w e ren 't fo r  the fa c t th a t m ost 
o f the in d u s try  is now on a 
32-hour week.

Last week the C leveland In ­
d u s tria l U n ion Council f in a lly  
became alarm ed over the se­
riousness o f the problem . I t  set 
up a com m ittee to  set plans fo r  
a M arch 4 C iv ic  R a lly  to  “ spark 
a sta te-w ide cam paign against 
unem ploym ent, low jobless in ­
surance benefits, and the ‘R ig h t 
To-W ork-Law " forces.”

Illinois Jobless Told: Take 
Do wngrading or Lose Benefits

CHICAGO—Unemployed auto workers in Illinois re­
port that a new ruling is being attempted by the Illinois 
State Unemployment Compensation Board. I f  a laid-off

■u--------------------------------------------------------------em ploye refuses to accept a 
down g ra d ing  in s k ill and ra te 
o f pay— "even to  the  sweeper’s 
code” — he w il l  be refused both 
unem ploym ent compensation and 
Supplem entary Unem ploym ent 
Benefits. The unemployed hope 
a ll local unions in  the Chicago 
area w ill take a s trong  stand 
aga inst th is .

The Local 719 News, organ 
o f the U n ited  A u to  W orkers  lo ­
cal a t the GM Diesel P la n t in 
La Grange, H I., rep o rts  th a t 
the company is m aking  i t  as 
tough as possible fo r  w orkers 
to  ge t SUB. "N o  in fo rm a tio n  is 
g iven [by  G M ] concerning the 
la id -o ff em ploye’s r ig h ts  under 
SU B ,”  says the paper, ‘‘on top 
o f th is  the oompany causes the 
em ploye add itiona l g r ie f  by m ak­
in g  him  hold h is S ta te  unem­
ploym ent check and i f  he doesn’t 
then he is d isqua lified  fo r  
SU B .”  Tw elve h u n d r e d  La 
G r a n  g e D iesel w orkers have 
been la id o f f  recently  w ith  400 
more slated fo r  the ax th is  
m onth.

The Ford J e t p la n t a t G reat 
Cicero, 111. where 4,000 w o rk ­
ers have been dropped since 
la s t A ugust, has announced th a t 
i t  w i l l  shu t down com plete ly, 
w ip in g  out jobs fo r  8,000 more 
U A W  members. A  mass meet­
in g  o f the Ford Je t local in  
Novem ber demanded th a t SUB

funds be used as severance pay 
to be turned over in a lum p 
sum to those la id  o ff.

U A W  members in  Region 4 
are bard b it  by la yo ffs , accord­
in g  to  Regional D ire c to r Rob­
e r t  Johnston. C a te rp illa r T rac­
to r  alone la id  o f f  7,200 in the 
la s t tw o  m onths in  its  Peoria, 
J o lie t and D ecatur p lan ts. In  
M ilw aukee W is., Region 10 d i­
rec to r H a rvey  K itzm a n  said 
la y o ffs  in U A W  - organized 
p lan ts  in th a t c ity  were ru n ­
n ing  abou t 25% o f th e ir  w o rk  
force.

O ut o f some tw e n ty -fiv e  
p lan ts  in  C hicago’s Am algam  
ated U A W  Local 435, on ly two 
o r three are w o rk in g  fu l l  sh ifts . 
W orkers  in th is  local rep o rt 
th a t i t  is  a waste o f tim e  and 
money to continue lo ok in g  fo r  
jobs because there are none. O f 
about 4,000 members in  Local 
435, some 1,400 are unemployed.

U nem p loym ent in  the C h i­
cago area is now about equal 
to th a t o f the 1954 recession, 
and s t i l l  go ing up. B u t in  sum ­
m ing  up the  1957 labor-m an­
agem ent peace record, W . A. 
Lee, pres ident o f the Chicago 
Federa tion  o f I,abo r and a lead­
in g  advocate o f keeping labor 
tied  to  the Dem ocratic P a rty , 
said according to the Jan. 2 
Chicago T rib u n e : “ In  th is  com­
m u n ity  wages and the condi­
tions o f w orkers were improved 
considerably w ith o u t a m ajor 
stoppage in  production . . .
[ th e ] police labo r de ta il had 
done a w onderfu l job.”

Editor of Daily Worker 
Quits Communist Party

A  w onderfu l and exc iting  ex­
perience aw aits  the reader o f 
the November-December issue 
o f Labour Review, the B rit is h  
M a rx is t theore tica l jo u rn a l. Con­
ta ined  in  i t  is a speech made 
by Leon T ro tsky  in  1926 to  the 
f i r s t  A ll-U n io n  Congress o f the 
Society o f F riends o f Radio in 
the  Soviet U nion. T h is  is the 
f i r s t  tim e  the speech has been 
trans la ted  in to  E ng lish . And th is 
rev iew e r w ould lik e  to  be one 
o f  the  m any who w ill thank the 
tra n s la to r, Leonard Hussey, and 
beg fo r  more.

Those who are fa m il ia r  w ith  
thé  h is to ry  o f the L e f t  Opposi­
t io n  in the  Bolshevik P a rty  d u r­
in g  the 1920’s —  the s trugg le  
a g a ins t the r is in g  pow er o f the 
bureaucracy and S ta lin  —  w ill 
see how T ro ts k y  handled the 
p r in c ip a l issues o f th a t s trugg le  
in  a public speech ( i t  was also 
broadcast.) F o r everyone, a 
deeper in s ig h t in to  the problems 
o f the young w o rkers ’ state w ill 
be gained.

The f i r s t  p a r t o f the speech, 
o f  course, deals w ith  science, its  
m ethodology and its  re la tio n  to 
society. H ere  are some e xc itin g  
an tic ip a tion s  o f the problems 
th a t p lague the w orld  today. 
“ The phenomena o f ra d io -a c tiv i­
ty , ”  T ro ts k y  po in ts out, “ are 
lead ing  us to the problem  o f re ­
leasing in tra -a tom ic  energy. The 
atom  contains w ith in  its e lf  a 
m ig h ty  hidden energy, and the 
g re a tes t task o f physics con­
s is ts  in  pum ping out th is  en­
e rg y , p u llin g  ou t the cork so 
th a t  th is  hidden energy m ay 
b u rs t fo r th  in  a foun ta in . Then 
the p o ss ib ility  w i l l  be opened up 
o f  rep lac ing  coal and o il by 
a tom ic  energy, which w ill also 
become the basic m otive power. 
T h is  is no t a t a ll a hopeless

task. And w h a t prospects i t  
opens before us !”

B u t T ro ts k y  also saw the te r ­
r ib le  dangers in  s c ie n tific  p rog­
ress as long as class society, 
cap ita lism , remained in e x is t­
ence. “ There is no doubt,”  he 
said, “ th a t now, too, we are 
approaching the beg inn ing o f a 
s t i l l  m ore f r ig h t fu l and bloody 
chapter. . . Technique and sci­
ence develop no t in a vacuum 
but in  hum an society, which 
consists o f classes. . . In  a so­
c ie ty  in  which the ru lin g  class 
is m ilita r is t ic ,  technique is in 
the service o f m ilita r is m .”

T ro ts k y  speaks a t g rea t leng th  
o f the backwardness o f Russia. 
A f te r  show ing in s ta tis tics  the 
vas t discrepancies between U.S. 
and Soviet economy, he urges, 
" L e t  us ne ithe r mock a t ou r­
selves, comrades, no r t a k e  
f r ig h t ,  b u t f irm ly  keep these 
fig u re s  in m ind; we m ust meas­
ure and compare, so as to catch 
up and surpass, a t  a ll costs! 
(A pp la use )”

H A M M E R  Vs. B R IE F C A S E

The problem o f the g row ing  
bureaucracy is discussed by 
T ro ts k y  in reference to  a cha rt 
presented to the Congress show­
in g  class com position o f the So­
c ie ty  o f Friends o f Radio. T ro t­
sky po in ts  out, “ W orkers make 

up 20 per cent ( th a t ’s the 
sm all f ig u re  w ith  the h a m m e r); 
peasants 13 per cent (the  s t i l l  
sm a lle r f ig u re  w ith  the scy the ); 
o ffice  w orkers 49 per cent (the  
respectable f ig u re  c a rry in g  a 
b rie f-case ); and then comes 18 
per cent o f ‘o thers ’ ( i t ’s no t 
stated who they are exactly , but 
there is a d ra w in g  o f a gen tle ­
man in a bow le r hat, w ith  a 
cane and a w h ite  handkerch ie f 
in  h is breast pocket; ev iden tly  
a N epm an). I  don’t  suggest th a t 
these people w ith  handkerchiefs 
should be driven ou t o f the So­
c ie ty  o f Friends o f Radio, bu t 
th e y  ough t to be surrounded 
and besieged more s trong ly , 30 
th a t rad io  may be made cheap­
e r fo r  the people w ith  hammers 
and scythes. (A pp lause). S till 
less am I  inc lined  to  th in k  th a t 
the  num ber o f members w ith  
brief-cases should be m echan ic  
a lly  reduced. B u t i t  is necessary, 
though, th a t the two basic

groups be increased, a t a il costs! 
(A pp lause). 20 pe r cent w o rk ­
e rs —  th a t’s ve ry  l i t t le ;  13 per 
cent peasants —  th a t ’s shame­
fu l ly  l i t t le . ”

T ro ts k y  concludes his speech 
on the them e o f in te rna tion lism . 
A lw ays  he viewed the Russian 
R evolu tion in the con text o f the 
w o rld  revo lu tion .

E F FE C TS  OF S T A L IN IS M  
— A C ASE H IS T O R Y

A no the r in te re s tin g  a rtic le  in 
th is  issue o f Labour Review is 
the Case o f A ndre  M a rty , f o r ­
m e rly  one o f the leaders o f the 
French Com m unist P a rty . T h is  
a rtic le  by Joseph Redman gives 
a w arm  p o r tra it  o f a revo lu ­
t io n a ry  f ig h te r  caugh t in  the 
tra p  o f S ta lin ism . I t  takes us 
th rough the m any po in ts  o f 
f ru s tra t io n  o f the revo lu tiona ry  
asp ira tions o f the French w o rk ­
in g  class from  1936 th rough  the 
be traya l o f the resistance move­
m ent in the “ A ug us t days”  o f 
1945 and up to the tra g ic  death 
o f M a rty . F o r a s tudy in  the 
e ffec ts  o f S ta lin ism  on the 
w o rkers ’ m ovem ent in the cap­
i ta l is t  w o rld , th is  s to ry  is o f 
p rim e  im portance.

The ed ito rs o f Labour Review 
fea tu re  a valuable tr ib u te  to the 
Russian Revolu tion on the oc­
casion o f its  F o rtie th  A n n iv e r­
sa ry  and discuss the lessons of 
th a t g re a t event fo r  today ’s 
s trugg le  fo r  socialism .

A nd f in a lly ,  fo r  those who 
re lish  a good debate ( fo r  th is 
rev iew e r is ce rta in  a debate is 
in v ite d ) John M cLeish w rite s  
w h a t he considers is " A  M a rx ­
is t  C ritiq u e ”  o f the w orks o f 
Sigmuryd Freud. I t  is no t nec­
essary fo r  a M a rx is t to be fo r  
o r aga ins t F reud anym ore than 
i t  was necessary fo r  F reud to 
be fo r  o r aga inst M arx ism . B u t 
m any M arx is ts , undoubtedly, 
w i l l  take issue w ith  M cLe ish ’s 
eva luation o f F reud and w ith  
M cLe ish ’s m ethodology. T ha t 
should g ive rise  to  an in te res t­
in g  discussion.

Is  the r e a d e r ' s  cu rio s ity  
aroused enough? Copies o f L a ­
bour Review can be obtained by 
w r it in g  to  The M ilita n t,  116 
U n iv e rs ity  PI., New Y ork , 3. 
Enclose 50 cents.

—  C. R. Hubbard

By Harry Ring
The res ignation  o f John Gates 

from  the Com m unist P a rty , Jan. 
10, b rings to v ir tu a l d is in te g ra ­
tion  the group centered la rge ly  
around the  s ta f f  o f  the now- 
de funct D a ily  W orke r which had 
voiced resistance to the d rive  o f 
W illia m  Z. Foster to reimpose 
the S ta lin is t vise upon the p a r­
ty . A t the same tim e, however, 
a new an ti-F o s te r g roup ing ap­
pears to  be developing on the is­
sue o f ideolog ica l independence 
from  Moscow and the r ig h t o f 
free  discussion in the p a rty . The 
strongest expression o f th is  op­
position so fa r  has come from  
the p a r ty ’s N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia  
D is tr ic t.

Gates, however, has washed 
h is hands o f the in n e r-p a rty  
f ig h t .  H is  le tte r  o f resignation  
stated he was q u it t in g  because 
he was convinced the p a rty  
“ cannot be changed fro m  w ith in  
and th a t the f ig h t  to  do so was 
hopeless.”  A t  the Jan. 10 press 
conference where he made the 
res igna tion  public, he said he 
was leav ing  the p a r ty  “ to re ­
jo in  the Am erican people,”  and 
added he had no in te res t in 
fo rm in g  a new group, “ especial­
ly  no s p lin te r group no t accept­
able to  labor, the N egro peo­
ple and o ther groups interested 
in  Am erican democracy.”

S T IL L  F R IE N D L Y  
TO S O V IE T  U N IO N

S ta tin g  th a t he would now 
describe h im se lf as a “ demo­
c ra tic  S ocia lis t,”  Gates said he 
remained sym pathetic to the 
Soviet Union on the basis o f its  
economic and sc ie n tific  achieve­
ments, bu t opposed its  lack of 
p o lit ic a l democracy. He charged 
th a t the Soviet C om m unist P a r­
ty  had aided Foster in his e f­
fo r ts  to  crush the "independ­
ence”  m ovem ent in the A m er­
ican CP and said he now sees 
the p a r ty  as a " fu t i le  sect.”

He b it te r ly  assailed Foster, 
Ben Davis and Eugene Dennis 
as responsible fo r  the death o f 
the D a ily  W orker, cha rg ing  they 
had w ithhe ld  available funds 
because o f th e ir  opposition to  
the paper’s line. Gates is ex­
pected to elaborate his reasons 
fo r  q u it t in g  the p a rty  in  a 
series o f a rtic les  scheduled to 
appear in  the New Y o rk  Post 
beg inn ing  Jan. 20.

M eanw hile, the  Post reported 
th a t a num ber o f ex-D a ily  
W orke r s ta f f  members, inc lud ­
in g  A lan  M ax, Abner B e rry  and 
Lester Rodney, are p lann ing on 
fo llo w in g  Gates ou t o f the 
P a rty .

The f in a l issue o f the D a ily  
W orker, d a t e d  Jan. 13 was 
headlined "W e ’ ll Be Back.”  T h is  
theme was echoed in columns 
by George M orris , E lizabeth 
G urley F lynn  and A. B. M ag il. 
Columns by M ax, B e rry  and 
Rodney ind ica ted  th a t in  th e ir  
v iew  the death o f the paper was 
f in a l.  They w e r e  ambiguous

G A TE S

about th e ir  own plans fo r  the 
fu tu re .

C R IS IS  C O N T IN U E S
The c rum b ling  o f the  Gatesite 

opposition to  F oster does no t 
s ig n ify , however, th a t s ta b ility  
is in s ig h t fo r  the dw ind ling , 
c ris is-w racked p a rty . T h is  is 
evident from  the December is ­
sue o f the CP bu lle tin . P a rty  
A f fa irs ,  which reports  the p ro ­
ceedings a t the  Novem ber m eet­
in g  o f the na tiona l com m ittee 
and o the r re lated m a te ria l. A 
reso lu tion d irected to  the na­
tio n a l com m ittee by unanimous 
vote o f the N o rthe rn  C a lifo rn ia  
D is tr ic t Com m ittee v igorous ly  
assails the  Foster g roup ing  as 
“ dogm atis ts”  who are p reven t­
in g  reso lu tion o f the p a rty  c r i­
sis by t ry in g  to stam p out d is­
cussion o f unresolved issues.

Evidence o f  the new r i f t  in 
the leadership bad previously 
emerged w ith  the re p o rt o f the 
December m eeting o f the p a r­
t y ’s na tiona l executive com m it­
tee where a F oste rite  moti.on to 
endorse the Moscow declaration 
o f 12 C om m unist pa rties  was 
defeated 11 to 7. Endorsem ent 
o f the 12-party  declaration was 
viewed as rep u d ia tin g  the “ in ­
dependence”  mandate o f the 
past na tiona l convention. The 
same N E C  m eeting, also saw 
a d iv is ion  between Dennis and 
o rgan iza tion  secre tary Sid Stein. 
The tw o had p rev ious ly  been as­
sociated in  a “ center”  group in 
the leadership.

The N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia  res­
o lu tion  states: “ We are deeply 
d isturbed a t a cu rre n t in the 
N a tiona l Com m ittee . . . .  which 
looks upon every a tte m p t to 
discuss som eth ing new as a de­
p a rtu re  fro m  M arx ism -Len in ism , 
and which ha ils every erroneous 
estim ate o f ou r convention by 
Com m unists abroad as gospel. 
T h is  has para lyzed our p a rty  
in to  in a c tio n , ' and th is  para lys is  
is its e lf  liq u id a tin g  the p a rty  
before our ve ry  eyes.”

Speaking on th is  reso lu tion, 
N o rthe rn  C a lifo rn ia  C hairm an 
M ick ie  L im a  repeated the  charge 
th a t discussion was being th ro t-

Los Angeles Aircraft, 
Auto Plants Cut Back

By Della Rossa
LOS ANGELES, Jan. 15 — A garage in the San 

Fernando Valley needed a tire changer and 40 men ap­
plied for the .iob. Lockheed A ircraft is located there, and
i t  lias la id  o f f  11,000 men. fo"

W ith  unem ploym ent r is in g  
s w if t ly  th rou gh ou t the Los A n ­
geles area, members o f the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers  Union 
employed in m anufacture  o f 
both cars and a irc ra f t  are be­
in g  p a rtic u la r ly  hard  h it. E very 
n in th  w o rke r in Los Angeles de­
pends on a irc ra ft  production fo r  
his job. N in e ty  percent o f the 
e n tire  in d u s try  is in Southern 
C a lifo rn ia , 75% o f it  in  Los 
A nge les its e lf.  L a y o ffs  are a l­
ready w idespread w ith  m o re | 
com ing.

A  year ago there were 34,000 
w orkers  a t Lockheed. Since then 
thousands have been la id o f f  
and i t  is expected th a t  by next 
J u ly  the p la n t w ill be down to 
17,000.

The magazine, U.S. News and 
W orld  R eport, has estim ated 
" th a t  300,000 to 400,000 w o rk ­
ers now engaged in  a irc ra f t  
p lan ts  w i l l  he ou t o f th e ir  jobs 
when the com ing shakeout is 
over.”

tied  and po in ted ly  declared: 
“ . . . some P a rty  leaders are 
bamboozled by  w h a t they re ­
gard as a danger o f s p lit  in 
the p a rty . . .”

So fa r  as the N o rth e rn  C a li­
fo rn ia  p a r ty  is concerned, L im a  
said, "w e w i l l  n o t be deterred 
by nam e-ca lling. . . . W e state 
th a t we w i l l  c a rry  on a de­
term ined s trugg le  aga inst nam e­
c a llin g  as a con tinua tion  o f a 
dogm atic and bureaucra tic  m eth ­
od o f  w ork . . . . We fee l tha t, 
i f  we are to guarantee debate 
and discussion enab ling us to 
a rr iv e  a t m a jo r ity  decisions on 
im p o rta n t questions, th a t the 
na tiona l leadership should de 
clare w a r on the poisonous a t­
mosphere w h ich  exists in New 
Y o rk  and surrounds the n a tion ­
al center and even involves some 
members o f th is  na tiona l com 
m ittee .”

O pposition to F oste r’s e ffo rts  
to re-establish the p a rty  as an 
echo o f the K re m lin  line  is also 
contained in  declarations fa v o r ­
in g  discussion and un ited ac­
tion  w ith  o ther rad ica l tenden­
cies— a po licy  opposed by Fos­
ter. Am ong those opposing him  
on th is  is the N ew  E ng land 
D is tr ic t  C om m ittee  wh ich says: 
\  . . the CP o f N .E. should 
c o o p e r a t e  and pa rtic ipa te  
where possible in S oc ia lis t Fo­
rum s and jo in t  a c tiv itie s  w ith  
a ll L e ft  groups.”

T h is  stand re flec ts  a g ro w ­
in g  recogn ition  tha t re fusa l to 
pa rtic ip a te  in  discussion w ith  
o ther socia list cu rren ts  can on­
ly  lead to  s t i l l  fu r th e r  iso la tion  
o f the p a rty . Such recogn ition 
is expressed in  a statem ent by 
C arl Ross en titled , “ A ttitu d e  
Tow ard T ro tsky ism  in  M inne ­
sota.”

Ross disavows any po litica l 
sym pa thy fo r  the T ro ts k y is t 
v iew po in t. In  fa c t his s tatem ent 
includes a S ta lin is t-typ e  slander 
th a t the SW P is “ e xp lo itin g ”  
and im p a ir in g  M innesota defense 
a c t iv ity  on beha lf o f M orton  So- 
be ll. A t  the same tim e, how ­
ever, he Says, “ C e rta in ly  i t  is 
w rong  to boycott a useful cam­
paign because i t  m ay be led by 
T ro ts k y is ts .”

P o in tin g  ou t th a t “ old a t t i ­
tudes”  tow a rd  the T ro ts k y is ts  
“ are no longer e ffec tive ,”  Ross 
observes th a t the T ro ts k y is t 
stand fo r  independent l a b o r  
p o lit ic s  is being shared by o th ­
ers in  the rad ica l movement. 
T h is  means, he says, “ we m ust 
o f necessity pa rtic ip a te  and meet 
on ideolog ica l grounds the T ro t ­
s k y is t views. . .”

Such an approach is also nec­
essary, he continues, because 
many CP members now consider 
the old p a rty  s ta tu te  fo rb idd ing  
association w ith  T ro ts k y is ts  “ as 
in s u lt in g  to  th e ir  in te lligence .”

BOSSES P U S H  S P E E D -U P  
Company executives o f course 

are determ ined to use the s it ­
ua tion to push fo r  more speed­
up. In  the Nov. 28 issue o f 
R eporte r mlagazine, Paul Jacobs 
quoted a local rep resen ta tive  of 
the A ir c r a f t  Ind us tries  Associa­
tion  who to ld  him , “ The t im ­
in g  o f these la y o ffs  may be un­
fo rtu n a te  fo r  some few  people 
b u t on the whole i t  w il l be 
good fo r  the economy a fte r  i t  
gets shaken down. P roduction 
w ill go up and w h a t goo fing  
o f f  there is w i l l  stop fo r  a 
w h ile , anyw ay.”

In  auto the  s itu a tio n  is s im ­
ila r .  A t  General M o to r’s South 
Gate p lan t the re  was an 11% 
la y o ff  las t November. O f the  re ­
m a in ing  3,600 employed there, 
30% are expected to  ge t th e ir  
la y o ff  notices a t the end o f 
th is  week. M ore speed-up, more 
d isc ip lin a ry  actions and a sh o rt­
e r w o rk  week are on the order 
o f the day there.

The Ford  p la n t in W ilm in g -

Wise. CIO Demands 
State Action

M IL W A U K E E . Jan. 8— Charles 
M. Schultz, president o f the 
W isconsin S tate CTO, called fo r  
a special session o f the  leg is ­
la tu re  to  deal w it l i the  rap id  
g row th  o f unem ploym ent.

(The W isconsin state em ploy­
m en t service reported la s t week 
th a t  there were 61,400 unem ­
ployed in  the  state in  Decem­
ber, 17,300 more than a year 
ago.)

Schultz, who fo rm e rly  was 
the P resident o f the pow erfu l 
U A W  Local 283 o f A llis -C h a l- 
mers, declared th a t “ the trend 
tow ard recession levels o f un­
em ploym ent continues.”

He proposed increasing un ­
em ploym ent benefits and the 
m in im um  wage law . He fu r th e r  
suggested reduction o f taxes in. 
the  low income brackets and a 
program  o f pub lic  works.

ton is now on a fou r-d ay  week 
and beg inn ing  to la y  o f f  be­
sides. A t  the new and v a s tly  
expanded L in co ln -M e rcu ry  p lan t 
about a hundred cars a day are 
be ing produced and the shop is 
on a s h o rt w o rk  week.

The 40 men who applied fo r  
the t ire  changer’s job  in San- 
Fernando V a lle y  sym bolizes the 
problem  o f the uiuto and a ir ­
c ra f t  w orkers. T h e ir e ffo r ts  co­
incide w ith  a  general drop in  
em ploym ent, le av in g  ever less 
places fo r  them to go fo r  new 
jobs. U nem ploym ent increased 
in  C a lifo rn ia  fro m  September *to 
October fo r  the f i r s t  tim e  in  
12 years. A t the same tim e  so 
many new people are m oving 
to  the Los Angeles area th a t 
the sta te unem ploym ent service 
estim ates th a t 100,000 new jobs 
are needed yearly' ju s t to  keep 
pace w ith  the popu la tion  g row th . 
T h is  year on ly 50,000 s u c h  
jobs were added.

Canadian U nemployment 
Highest Since Depression

By Ross Dowson
TORONTO — Shoppers in downtown Windsor saw a 

few weeks ago what hasn’t appeared on Canadian city 
streets since the Hungry Thirties — a demonstration of 
some 400 unemployed —  m ostly  ^  
au to  w orkers la id  o f f  by Ford,
C h rys le r and feeder p lan ts  in 
the  area.

A t  the tu rn  o f the year over 
730,000 w orkers across Canada 
were a p p ly ing  fo r  jobs th rough  
N a tion a l E m ploym ent Service. 
T h is  is the h ighest December 
f ig u re  since NES was set' up in  
1940 —  the previous highest 
figu re* was 465,000 in 1954 —  
and i t  is  double the f ig u re  o f 
the month previous.

A u to  has been p a rtic u la r ly  
hard h it. A s o f Dec. 16, 9,279 or 
43% o f W indsor’s auto w orkers 
were unemployed. O nly tw o  o f 
the  68 un its  o f the  Am algam ated 
Local 195 were on f u l l  tim e. On 
Jan. 9 General M otors announced 
an in d e fin ite  la y o ff  o f another 
400 w orkers in  its  Oshawa p lan t. 
The n igh t s h ift  on one car model 
assembly line  w il l  be e lim inated 
and production increased on th t  
day s h ift, a company spokesman 
said.

U nem ploym ent —  th a t is the 
b ig  issue con fro n tin g  Canadian 
auto w orkers. Accord ing to C l i f f  
P ilkey, pres ident o f pow erfu l GM 
Local 222, Oshawa delegates w ill 
be seeking support o f U.S. aubo 
w orkers a t the com ing U A W  in ­
te rna tion a l economic conference 
fo r  a s ix -h ou r w ork-day. The 
Oshawa auto w orkers have ou t­
lined e ig h t ba rg a in in g  po in ts 
w h ich they w a n t the In te rn a tio n a l

to endorse. H ig h  on the l is t  w ith  
the s ix -hou r day, fo llow ed by 
demands fo r  m ore money, is 
p a r ity  between Canadian and U.S. 
wages.

In  his la s t words to W indsor 
Ford w orkers  before the com ing 
D e tro it  conference, Local 222’s 
president V ic  W h ite  w ro te  in  
F ord  Facts: “ The sho rte r w o rk  
week has become an economic 
necessity o f our tim e. The mass 
unem ploym ent fa c to r fac in g  our 
cou n try  today m ust be fo u g h t by 
the labo r movement. No o ther 
force, in a position to  do so, 
w ill. T#e reason, i t  is no t to th e ir  
advantage to do sq„”



The Five Percenters the MILITANT
I  went to  P la in fie ld , N . J. la s t week to ge t a 

atory on the w a lkou t a t the Mack T ru ck  Eng ine 
p lan t there . One o f the Mack w orkers  I  spoke 
to, a m ember o f U n ited  A u to  W orkers  Local 
343. to ld  me the fo llo w in g  s to ry , reported here 
sub s tan tia lly  in  his own w ords:

"W e  walked ouit because the company la id  o f f  
400 men in one un it, w ith o u t regard  to  sen io rity  
and w ith o u t g iv in g  anyone a chance to bump 
in to  e ther jobs as provided in the contract/. The 
company says th a t th is  is on ly  a tem po ra ry  
la y o f f  caused 'by a shortage o f pa rts  and i t  
can’t  be bothered w ith  fo o lin g  around w ith  the 
se n io rity  provis ions o f the con tract in  such a 
l i t t le  m atter.

M E N  S T IC K  TO G E TH E R
“ W e il, we don’t  th in k  th is  is such a l i t t le  

m a tte r. We th in k  th is  is p a rt o f a drive  th a t 
has been go ing  on fo r  some tim e, to  break 
down the p re tty  good conditions we’ve managed 
to  bu ild  and hang onto in  th is  p lan t. T h is  is 
one piac'e where the boys have stuck toge ther 
p re tty  w e ll- over the years, and where we had 
the  m anagem ent tra ined  so th a t they d idn ’t  go 
ru n n in g  up and down the line w a v ing  then- 
stop watches lik e  we were a fra id  o f them.

"But. recently , they g o t a new set o f experts 
th a t nave come in  here w ith  a ll kinds o f stories 
about how w e’re no t supposed to w o rk  like  
human beings because a t some GM p lan t o r 
another they w o rk  like  horses.

“ These experts  come fro m  Studebaker and 
they are the same bunch th a t worked th a t 
fam ous shell game at Studebaker a few years 
back. W ell, i t  ju s t so happens tha t we know th a t 
the speed-up and wage cuts d idn ’t  save any 
jobs at S tudebaker. T h is  p la n t doesn’t  make a 
p roduct th a t’s in  com petition  w ith  GM  anyw ay.

“ A nd then Uhe company has been t ry in g  to 
push us around too much la te ly . A  w h ile  back, 
the m anagem ent s ta rted  having the p la n t guards 
take down the badge numbers o f anyone who 
w ent to the to ile t  d u rin g  w o rk in g  hours. They

said th a t some o f the w orkers, those on a bonus 
system, were ta k in g  too much tim e  fo r  pe r­
sonal needs. The experts f ig u re d  th is  in te rfe red  
w ith  the bosses m aking  ou t a case fo r  low ering  
the bonus ra te  and ra is in g  the quota.

“ W e ll, i t ’s bad enough th a t they p u t the 
washroom on a stage w ith  an open s ta irw ay  
leading to i t  so they can w atch you come and 
go, w ith o u t having some company cop check up 
on you inside. I t ’s h u m ilia tin g . There were a lo t 
o f com pla in ts abouti th is , bu t i t  d idn ’t  stop.

>

H U M IL IA T IO N
“ I  don’t know how o ther people fee l about 

th is , but as fa r  as I ’m concerned, a man has 
go t to have some pride. So one m orn ing , I 
made up my mind th a t I ju s t  wasn’t  go ing  bo 
be subjected to th is  hu m ilia tio n  any more, even 
i f  I had to s tay away fro m  the washroom u n til 
lunch tim e. B u t by 11:30* I  knew I  was beaten.

"1 swallowed m y pride, th re w  down m y tools, 
and w ith o u t g e ttin g  a replacem ent, made a 
bee-line fo r  the ladder leading to  the washroom.

"B u t I wasn’t  the on ly  one. In  fa c t, 400 men —  
the whole departm ent —  were ju s t  behind me. 
The guards had an a w fu l tim e t r y in g  to  take 
down a ll the badge numbers.

A L L  H A D  S A M E  ID E A
" I t  seems th a t everybody else had also decided 

no t to h u m ilia te  themselves any more, and then 
had been forced by na ture  to swallow  th e ir  p ride 
—  a t 11:30 sharp.

" A f te r  th a t, the company go t toge the r w ith  
the  ,ocal union leaders and agreed to stop the 
to ile t ta lly  provided the local o ff ic ia l would 
g ive a ll us naughty  ch ild ren  a lecture.

“ We had a m eeting and the  union o ffic ia ls  
to ld  us th a t the m anagement experts  in  charge 
o f these m a tte rs  had i t  a ll f ig u re d  ou t th a t 
the re  shouldn’ t  be more than fiv e  percent o f 
the w orkers tak in g  care o f personal needs a t 
any one tim e. So now everyone is go ing around 
ca llin g  everyone else a fiv e  percenter.”
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. . .  Record of Speed-Up
(Continued from  page 1)

These standards are comparable 
to  those o f the same jobs a t 
F o rd  and GM. . .”  T h a t is, 
C h rys le r was to be speeded up 
to  Ford and GM standards.

In  October, 1956, W a lte r 
R euther addressed the C hrys ler 
conference as fo llo w s : "O n the 
question o f p roduction stand­
ards, t h e  leadership in  the 
C h rys le r p lan ts  m ust face th is  
problem  p ra c tic a lly  and re a lis ­
tic a lly . We know th a t the C hrys­
le r  co rpora tion  has many prob­
lems, many o f them o f th e ir 
own m aking, bu t they are f r ig h t ­
ened because o f the com peti­
t io n  com ing fro m  Ford  and GM.

“ . . .  W here production s tand­
ards are too loose the Union 
has the resp on s ib ility  o f m ak­
in g  fa ir  ad justm ents. E v e ry ­
body ough t to  ca rry  th e ir  share 
o f a fa ir  day’s w ork. We can­
n o t a llow  any group to ride the 
g ra vy  t ra in  a t the expense o f 
the  o ther w orkers  in  a p lan t.”

-By -March 8, 1957, the lid  blew 
o f f  in  the c ity  of D e tro it, \Vhen 
the three da ily  newspapers car­
rie d  headlines such as “ The 
S to ry  Behind C h rys lc r’s S pu rt,”  
a n d ' “ No Job Deal B oth Sides 
Say, B u t P ro f its  Soar W ith  
Few er Em ployees.”

W H A T  M IS C H  R E V E A L E D
These stories were insp ired 

by a speech by C h rys le r vice- 
pres ident F. W . M isch before 
the Society o f F ina nc ia l A n a l­
ys ts  in New Y o rk  C ity . The la ­
bo r w r i te r  fo r  the M arch 8 De­
t r o i t  Free Press commented 
"M is c h ’s speech unlocked one 
o f the w o rs t-ke p t ’secrets’ in  
th e  auto in du s try . . . The speech 
gave the im pression, to some 
people, at least, th a t the U A W  
had worked hand in  hand w ith  
C h rys le r in  in s t itu t in g  new 
w o rk  standards and qu ie ting  
w o rke r d iscontent.”

A  special C h rys le r ed ition o f 
S p o tlig h t was published J jy  the 
top union o ffic ia ld o m  w hich de­
cla red th a t M isch ’s s tatem ents 
w-ere fa lse  and th a t newspaper- 
rep o rts  o f 20,000 C h rys le r w o rk ­
ers being e lim ina ted  th rough  
speed-up w e r e  m isrepresenta­
tions. The cause fo r  the e lim i­
na tion , said S po tlig h t, was au­
tom atio n  and im proved m eth­
ods.

F o r a ll the frenzy  o f the top 
un ion leadership in  t ry in g  to 
ta lk  th e ir  way ou t o f th is  per­
p lex ing  s itua tion , the fa c t re ­
m ained tha t the company did 
speed-up and was boasting 
about i t .

T hroughou t, the C h rys le r rank- 
an d -file  ind ica ted th e ir  w illin g -

R E U T H E R

ness to f ig h t  back to the best 
o f th e ir  a b ility  and aga inst all 
odds. On the heels o f the Misch 
reve la tions an unprecedented 
num ber o f s tr ik e  au thoriza tions  
in  the C h rys le r p lan ts  were 
made by the U A W  Executive 
Board.

R E C E N T  E V E N T S
A n  a rtic le  in  the Oct. 5, 1957 

Local 3 Dodge M ain  News gives 
us a g lim pse o f w h a t has taken 
place in  the shops in  the recent 
period. " I t  has been reported 
th a t the Dodge p la n t m anage­
m en t has plans to e lim ina te  135 
employees o f our departm ent 
and s t i l l  keep up the same pro­
duction as on the old model. 
L a s t year the Dodge m anage­
m en t e lim ina ted  800 w orkers in 
our departm ent w i t h  the ex­
p lana tion  th a t a new assembly 
system was p u t in  e ffec t. . . .

“ When the w orkers lose th e ir 
jobs due to  autom ation, i t  is 
understandable, bu t when 800 
w orkers  lose th e ir  jobs due to 
changes o f assembly system not 
by autom ation bu t by the mus­
cles o f the workers, then some­
th in g  should be done to  stop 
i t . ”

A no the r w r ite r  in  the Nov. 
30 issue sa id : “ Ten C hrys ler
p lan ts  have taken s tr ik e  votes 
on problem s o f speed-up and 
w o rk in g  cond itions; the A B D  
p la n t ( fo rm e rly  B rig g s ) was 
poised fo r  a s tr ik e  la s t week, 
bu t a se ttlem ent was made a t 
the la s t m inute . T h is  week finds 
C h rys le r Eng ine P la n t ou t on 
s tr ik e , leav ing  e igh t more 
p lan ts  of the C h rys le r Corpora­
tion  s t i l l  w ith  s tr ik e  votes pend­
ing. . . When speed-ups are a t­
tem pted a t ten d iffe re n t plants 
a t one tim e, C hrys le r Corpora­
tio n  is show ing contem pt fo r  
the con trac t- between them  and 
our un ion; the re fo re , the  con­
tra c t is no longer b ind ing , and 
we should close a ll p lan ts  u n til

SWP Begins 
Ballot Drive 
In Michigan

D E T R O IT , Jan, 13— A drive  
to collect 30,000 s igna tu res to 
p u t a socia lis t tic k e t on the 
ba llo t in  M ich igan  in 1958 was 
announced today by R ita  Shaw, 
s ta te  secre tary o f the Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty .

S tate law  requires the sub­
m ission o f 15,315 s ignatures by 
reg is te red  voters. “ B u t we’re 
no t ta k in g  any chances,”  M rs. 
Shaw explained. “ In  1956, we 
turned in  4,000 more names 
than  the law  required, and were 
ru led  o f f  the ba llo t anyw ay. 
Th is year we’re ou t to double 
the legal quota because we’re 
determ ined th a t the people o f 
M ich igan  sha ll have a rea l 
choice a t the ba llo t in  1958.”

The 30;000 goa l can be met, 
M rs. Shaw m ainta ined, because 
"a  le ftw a rd  p o lit ic a l trend  is 
being generated by fo u r  fa c ­
to rs : (1) G row ing unem ploy­
m ent and g ro w in g  feiar o f un­
em ploym ent. (2 ) M ou n tin g  c r i i -  
icism  and doubt about the dead 
end in  which U.S. fo re ig n  po l­
icy  is cu lm ina ting . (3) Tne con­
t in u in g  re fusa l o f both m a jo r 
pa rties  to g ra n t c iv i l r ig h ts  leg 
is la tio n  and enforcem ent to  the 
N egro people. (4 ) The con tin ­
u ing  iso la tio n  o f iM cC arthy ism .’

M rs. Shaw asked fo r  he lp in  
co llec ting  the s igna tu res no t on 
ly  fro m  socia lists, bu t fro m  a ll 
who th in k  thalt the voters should 
have som eth ing to choose be­
sides the two old pa rties  and 
who th in k  i t  would be a pub­
lic  service fo r  soc ia lis t ideas to 
be heard in  the 1958 p o lit ic a l 
m arketp lace.

N o m ina ting  pe tition s  m ay be 
obtained fro m  cam paign head­
quarte rs  a t 3737 W oodward, De­
t r o i t  1,

California AFL 
Plans Drive on 
Anti-Labor Bill

By Roy Gale
S A N  FR AN C ISC O , Jan. 4 —  

Over 1,000 delegates, represent­
ing  22,000 w orkers  in over 200 
unions, met here last n ig h t to 
map s tra teg y  fo r  beating the 
th rea t o f a C a lifo rn ia  “ r ig h t- to -  
w o rk ”  law th a t is being prepared

A t  1957 A u to  Convention

Delegates fron t F lin t  area locals at U n ited A u to  W orkers 
16th cons titu tiona l convention las t A p r i l.  Signs express oppo­
s itio n  to dues increase proposed by Reuther. Debate on th is  
question rea lly  centered on the speed-up issue, w ith  dues-hike 
opponents dem anding th a t top union o ffice rs  pursue a more 
m ilita n t course.

they decide to respect our agree­
m ent.”

100% S P E E D -U P
The P lym ou th  Eng ine P la n t 

w orkers h it  the bricks fo r  two 
weeks la s t November. Precise­
ly  how the issues were resolved 
was no t made public. However, 
the local press rep o rted  the 
se ttlem ent fo r  one opera tion on 
w h ich the union said 12 workers 
were necessary and the compa­
ny demanded a cu t to tw o w o rk­
ers. The settlem ent was fo r  s ix 
w orkers, o r a 100% increase in 
the job  ra te . The overa ll agree­
m ent p robab ly fo llow ed the 
same pa tte rn .

The speed-up reso lu tion adopted 
a t the la s t U A W  convention 
co rre c tly  po in ts ou t th a t “ In  
the three years w h ich saw the 
found ing  o f the U A W , res is t­
ance to speed-up was a key ele­
m ent in  w e ld ing the s o lid a rity  
o f those who b rough t ou r union 
in to  existence.”  F o r the ranks, 
the f ig h t  aga inst speed-up s t i l l  
rem ain., the m ain issue in  weld­
in g  th e ir  s tre n g th  and con fi­
dence in order to f ig h t  e ffe c tive ­
ly  on the o ther issues which 
now co n fro n t the union.

. . .  Los Angeles Chrysler

The ra n k -a n d -file  have dem­
onstra ted under the m ost ad­
verse circum stances— by s tr ik e  
votes and by authorized and un­
au thorized s tr ikes— th e ir  read i­
ness to f ig h t  speed-up. M any lo ­
cals, in c lud in g  Dodge 3, C hrys­
le r 212 and Budd 306 have called 
fo r  fre e z in g  p roduction  stand­
ards where superio r conditions 
e x is t and fo r  a ro ll-ba ck  where 
they don’t.

W hat is  needed now is to  mo­
b ilize  the power o f the un ion ’s 
ran k  and f i le — fo r  instance, by 
fo rm in g  an indus try -w ide  p ro ­
duction -w orke rs ’ council to con­
t ro l w o rk  standards. A  council 
o f th is  na tu re  would generate 
the  necessary m ilitancy  to ga in  
sho rte r hours and increased pay 
as w e ll. B u t constant re trea ts  
on the speed-up issue, which has 
been the practice o f the R euther 
o ffic ia ld o m , w il l  also resu lt in 
reduced economic ga ins in  the 
contract

Calendar 
Of Events

New York
M IL IT A N T  LA B O R  FO R UM  

CLASSES. Sundays. 5:30 P.M. 
th rough  Feb. 16, “ The Koad to  
Socialism ,”  In s tru c to r, Danie l 
Roberts. Sundays. 7:15 P.M.,
“ The N egro S trug g le  fo r  Equal­
i t y . ”  In s tru c to r, George Lavan. 
Mondays, 7 P.M. th rough  Feb. 17. 
“ The Soviet U n ion,”  In s tru c to r, 
M u rry  Weiss. Mondays, 8:45 
P.M. “ H is to rica l M a te ria lism ,”  
In s tru c to r, V incen t Copeland. A l l  
classes a t 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place.

in  referendum  fo rm  fo r  the 
Novem ber ba llo t.

C. J. H a gg e rty , S ecre tary of 
the C a lifo rn ia  S tate Federation 
o f Labor, to ld  the mass con­
ference th a t C a lifo rn ia  “ has been 
chosen as a ba ttleg round”  in  a 
d rive  to adopt such a measure 
th rou gh ou t the U.S. He called on 
the unions to  m obilize th e ir  
members to defeat the projected 
C a lifo rn ia  referendum . O ther 
speakers called fo r  'po litica l 
action by the unions to defeat 
the open-shoppers b u t none w ent 
beyond the tra d itio n a l and in e f­
fe c tive  po licy o f the union 
o ffic ia ld om  o f ta il in g  behind one 
o r another c a p ita lis t po litic ian .

So fa r  18 states, m ostly  in the 
South, have passed these so-ca ll­
ed “ R ig h t-to -w o rk ”  laws which 
ban the union shop and re s tr ic t 
peaceful p icketing .

(Continued from  page 1)

C orpora tion . M anagem ent be­
gan ch ise ling  on the term s of 
the s tr ik e  se ttlem ent by e lim i­
n a tin g  manpower.

By the tim e  the 1958 model 
was pu t in to  production, the 
company had already embarked 
on another a ll-o u t d rive  fo r more 
speed-up. In  add ition , the com­
pany was f la g ra n tly  d is regard­
ing the se n io rity  provis ions of 
the con tra c t w ith  respect to 
the reca ll o f its  la id -o ff em­
ployes.

On Oct. 30 the s itua tion  
reached the bo ilin g  po in t. The 
sw ing  s h ift  staged a w a lkou t 
in pro test. C h rys le r im m edia te ly 
re ta lia ted  by d ischarg ing the 
cha irm an o f the ba rga in ing  
com m ittee, Joe Price, and three 
ch ie f shop stewards.

The o ffice rs  o f U A W  230 
asked the members to  re tu rn  
to  w ork  on the basis tha t an­
o ther vote would be taken ask­
in g  the In te rn a tio n a l fo r  s tr ik e  
au tho riza tion . The m otion to 
s tr ik e  was carried w ith  96% in 
favo r.

B u t the company continued 
its  po licy o f fu r th e r  reprisa ls  
against the union. C h rys le r dis­
charged 67 more fo r  th e ir  p a rt 
in the w a lkou t; 148 were given 
three to five -day  d isc ip lin a ry  
la y o ffs ; and ap p rox im a te ly  800 
employes were given w arn ings 
or reprim ands. The ba rga in ing  
com m ittee o f Local 230 is now 
engaged in  processing more 
than a thousand grievances.

The C orpora tion has issued 
th rea ts  o f more rep risa ls  to 
come i f  U A W  230 takes s tr ik e  
action. Local P resident Tom 
S m ith  has been given w a rn in g  
th a t he w il l  be discharged i f  
another w a lko u t occurs.

To date, the In te rn a tio n a l has 
no t given Local 230 s tr ike  au­
tho riza tion .

JA C K  W R IG H T

W hile  the U A W ’s press has 
rem ained s ile n t about the vie 
tim iza tion s , rep risa ls  and threa ts 
aga ins t the o ffice rs  and mem­
bers o f th is  local, and the In -  
tern lational has sta lled fo r  tw o  
months on g iv in g  a stidke au­
tho riza tio n , the econom ic' p ic ­
tu re  has changed.

Since the s tr ik e  vote, sho rt 
w ork-weeks have become com­
mon. Today, C hrys le r la id  o ff  
more than 900 employes. Th is 
is a 26% reduction in  the w ork  
force.

B LO W  TO M O R A LE
The courageous leaders o f 

U A W  230 are in  a dilem m a. 
N o t o n ly  are they confronted 
w ith  the problem s o f the speed­
up, bu t the m ora le o f the w o rk­
ers is now shaken by the f a i l ­
ure o f the U A W ’s top o ffic ia ls  
to cope w ith  the problem s and 
the unem ploym ent s itua tion .

A s the M il ita n t  pointed ou t 
la s t M ay 13: “ The L A W ’S lead-1 
ersh ip has extended its  one-at- 
a -tim e s tra teg y  to the po in t 
where i t  now proposes th a t the 
speed-up and o ther problem s 
which e x is t th roughou t the en-

support in his cam paign. One 
o ro the r said en thus ias tica lly : 
“ T h is  is the m ost fo rw a rd  step 
th is  union has taken in  years.”  
A no the r said: “ Jack, I  don’t  be­
lieve ir j you r p o lit ic a l ph ilosophy, 
b u t I  th in k  unions are be tte r o f f  
when they to le ra te  a ll p o lit ic a l 
views and I ’m go ing to  vote fo r  
you because you ’re a good union 
m an and you ’ve got) some sound 
planks in  yo u r p la tfo rm .”

W r ig h t is the delegate from  
his union to the C entra l Labor 
Council, the State M eta l Trades 
Council and the A F L -C IO  p o li­
t ic a l action group. COPE.

t ire  auto in d u s try  are to be 
com batted on a loda'l union 
level. . .

“ In d iv id u a l locals lik e  U A W  
230,”  tbe M il ita n t  said, “ are 
forced to s tr ik e  in an e f fo r t  to 
change m anagem ent policies 
w h ich  are fo rm u la ted  on a cor­
po ra tion  and in du s try -w ide  lev­
el. B u t unequal contests o f th is  
k ind  can on ly lead to the dis­
s ipa tion  o f the energy and m il­
itan cy  o f the w orkers  in a 
series o f in e ffe c tive  and iso­
la ted  actions. . .”

A s  the events in L .A . C hrys­
le r  since tha t tim e  have con­
c lus ive ly  dem onstrated, the top 
o ffic ia ld om  o f the U A W  is s t i l l  
fo llo w in g  a po licy th a t p ro ­
motes more o f these unequal 
contests'.

v iso ry  Com m ittee to map s tra ta  
egy to de feat the com ing cam ­
paign o f B ig  Business to secure 
a “ r ig h t- to -w o rk ”  law  through 
an in it ia t iv e  measure. T h is  is 
the em ployers’ second a ttem p t 
to obtain such leg is la tion . The 
conference also considered the 
problem o f unem ploym ent.

I  attended the conference as 
a delegate from  the In te rn a ­
tio n a l M olders and Foundry 
W orkers Union, Local 158. The 
m eeting was one o f the most 
anim ated and constructive  tha t I 
have had the pleasure o f a tten d ­
in g  in years. A f te r  opening ad­
dresses by E. M . W eston, pres­
iden t o f the W ashington Labor 
Council and H aro ld  S la te r, its  
secre ta ry-treasu re r, most o f the 
ta lk in g  was done by the rank- 
and -file  delegates, who aired 
th e ir  views, made suggestions 
and m otions, defended th e ir

... Reuther Seeks to Knife UA W  Demand
40 demand was raised in 1951, 
Reuther accused its  proponents 
(F o rd  Local 600 and others) o f 
ac tin g  in  the in te rests o f the 
K re m lin . How e ffec tive  th is  “ a r­
gum en t”  w ill seem to jobless 
uu to  w orkers and to w h a t extent 
th e ir  voices w il l  be heard a t the 
special convention rem ains to be 
seen.

to am ount. R euther presents | t ia tio n s  in 1955, the Ford  Mo- 
f ig u re s  to show th a t i f  auto to r  Company proposed its  own 
w o rkers ’ wages had kep t up "p ro f it -s h a r in g ”  plan. (The com- 
w ith  na tiona l p ro d u c tiv ity  since pany le tte r  con ta in ing  th is  plan
1940 they would be a t least 65 
cents h igher. B u t he does not 
demand a 65-eent an hour in ­
crease, n o r even h a lf  th a t 
am ount. W hy not?

Satu rday, Jan. 25. 8:30 P.M. 
A M id -W in te r P a rty  a t 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  Place sponsored by the 
S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty . Con­
tr ib u tio n  50c.

•
New York Youth

Sym posium  and discussion on 
“ Is rae l and the M iddle East.”  
A r ie  Perberg, Is rae li student; 
Shane Mage, e d ito r ia l board, 
Y oung S oc ia lis t; Adel A ke l, 
A ra b  student; Dan Leon, mem­
ber o f Hashomer H a tza ir. (O r­
ganizations lis ted fo r  id e n tific a ­
t io n  o n ly ). F rid a y , Jan. 24, 8 
P.M. A del phi H a ll, 74 F if th  A ve­
nue. C o n trib u tion  50 cents. Spon­
sored by Y oung Socia list A l­
liance.

HO W  M U C H ?
R euthe r’s subs titu te  proposals 

are vague and com plicated. In 
the en tire  16-page, e labora te ly- 
worded “ a d m in is tra tive  le tte r”  
which is  supposed to expla in 
them, there is  no one single 
po in t where i t  is possible to  
compute w h a t precise am ount 
the w orkers are supposed to 
g~ain.

The technique employed is not 
new e ither. Reuther used it  in 
ba rga in ing  fo r  the Guaranteed 
A nnua l Wage, which was p ro­
jected genera lly  as a cure fo r  
unem ploym ent, bu t which got 
w h ittle d  down to  a sm all sup-1 
p lem entary unem ploym ent pay-! 
ment to a lim ite d  num ber o f 
w orkers under lim ite d  conditions.

N o r are R euther’s present 
proposals sound.

They are d iv ided in to  two 
p i a r t s :  “ basic economic de­
mands,”  and the “ p ro fit-s h a r in g ”  
scheme. The basic demands in ­
clude fr in g e  im provem ents, the 
am ounts o f w h ich are not spe­
c ified . and a "p ro d u c tiv ity  wage 
increasji,”  also no t specified as

A ccord ing to the “ p ro fit-s h a r­
in g ”  scheme, the money the 
w orkers m ig h t have com ing as 
th e ir  “ share”  o f p ro fits  would 
no t s im p ly  be given to them in 
a lum p sum, bu t m ig h t be used 
as a fund  fro m  which wage and 
fr in g e  im provem ents would come. 
Does Reuther m w n  th a t a good 
p a rt o f the “ basic economic de­
mands”  w i l l  re a lly  be tied to 
the end-o f-year “ p ro fit-s h a r in g ”  
scheme? The w o rd ing  is, a t 
least, open to question.

A N  IN C E N T IV E  P L A N  
The "p ro fit-s h a r in g ”  proposal 

is, in  its e lf, no th ing  more than 
a g lo r if ie d  incentive plan basic­
a lly  l i t t le  d if fe re n t from  those 
advanced by B ig  Business m any 
tim es in the past to counter 
union demands. In  ana lyz ing  
R euther’s proposal in its  Jan. 
15 issue, tha t a u th o rita tiv e  B ig  
Business newspaper, the New 
Y ork  T im es, has th is  to say 
about “ p ro fit-s h a rin g ” : “ Its
basic aim is to  establish a sense 
o f pa rtnersh ip  tha t w ill give the 
w orkers more incentive fo r  step­
p ing up p ro d u c tiv ity  and he lp ing 
the company prosper.”

D u rin g  the la s t set o f nego-

was rep rin ted  in the Jan. 4, 
1958 issue o f Ford Facts, L o ­
cal 600’s newspaper.)

The p lan w ou ld  requ ire  a cor­
pora tion  to  “ share”  w ith  the 
w orkers one-fourth  o f its  p ro f­
its  in excuse o f 10%. T h is  is a 
ve ry  handsome p ro f i t  ra te  un­
der conditions where the em­
p lo y in g  class in general con­
siders a 6% re tu rn  qu ite  g ra t i­
fy in g .

F u rthe rm ore , these paym ents 
w ou ld  come a t the end o f the 
year, so th a t a w o rke r would 
never know w h a t h is wages ac­
tu a lly  were w h ile  he was w o rk ­
ing . O n ly GM and F ord  have 
cons is ten tly  shown p ro f i t  f ig ­
ures above 10%, so th a t w o rk ­
ers fo r  o ther corpora tions can 
expect l i t t le  o r no benefits even 
on the face o f th is  scheme.

S c ie n tific  economics has es­
tab lished th a t a il p ro fits  rea lly  
represent unpaid wages, since 
labo r creates the to ta l value of 
the products. W ha t counts then 
in advancing ba rga in ing  demands 
is w hether labor shall cla im  an 
ever g re a te r share o f w h a t i t  
alone has created. The 30 -fo r- 
40 proposal, demands fo r  sub­
s tan tia l wage increases, a ro l l­
back o f the speed-up-—these, i f  
won, would in one form  or an­
o ther reduce the am ount the em­
ployers appropria te  ou t o f the 
w o rkers ’ labo r and correspond-1

in g ly  increase t h e  w o rke rs ’ 
share. B u t R cu ther’s " p ro f it -  
sha rin g ”  proposals are based on 
f ir s t  upho ld ing the em ployers’ 
take, w ith  “ im provem ents”  fo r  
the w orkers then made depend­
ent on how successfully they 
were explo ited d u rin g  the year.

views and gene ra lly  asserted 
themselves.

One o f the m otions made was 
to exclude many o f the inde­
pendent unions and expelled 
un ions fro m  p a rtic ip a tin g  in  
the action aga ins t the in it ia t iv e . 
I  spoke aga inst th is  -motion, 
p o in tin g  ou t th a t we would 
need the help o f a ll labo r to 
de feat t h e  “ r ig h t  - to - w o rk ”  
measure. I was s tro n g ly  sup­
ported by three o r fo u r  o ther 
delegates and someone o ffe red  a 
subs titu te  m otion to include a ll 
unions in  the f ig h t .  T h is  mo­
tio n  passed 3 to 1.

A  lim ited  b u t fa ir  beginn ing 
was made in m app ing  s tra te g y  
and finances fo r  the com ing 
ba ttle . The danger, o f course, 
is th a t the * un ion bureaucrats 
w i l l  no t conduct an independ­
ent, m il ita n t  cam paign aga ins t 
the b ill,  bu t a subdued and 
“ respectable”  p u b lic ity  cam­
pa ign in cooperation w ith  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty , churches, 
“ lib e ra l”  Cham ber o f Commerce 
spokesmen— in short, w ith  ev­
erybody except the ranks o f la ­
bor!

A  representa tive  o f the State 
E m p loym en t S ecu rity  D epa rt­
m en t reported on the shocking 
ex te n t o f unem ploym ent. As o f 
Dec. 28, 10% o f the to ta l
s ta te-w ide insured w o rk  force 
was co llec ting  o r c la im in g  un­
em ploym ent compensation, and 
i t  was estim ated th a t th is  f ig ­
ure would be approx im ate ly  
one-fourth  h igher by F ebruary , 
in c lud in g  both insured and- non­
insured unemployed.

A  m otion was made to send 
the Leg is la tive  C o m m i t t e e  
headed by FI. M. W eston to 
O lym pia  to see the G overnor; 
no date fo r  such a v is i t  was 
contained in  the m otion bu t 
pressure and insistence from  
the f lo o r  forced a substitu te  
m otion to send the com m ittee 
on the fo llo w in g  M onday m orn­
ing— only tw o days away.

The ran k -a n d -file  delegates a t 
th is  m eeting revealed a m ilita n ­
cy and urgency o f approach to 
a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion  and un ­
em ploym ent th a t is new. B u t 
they s t i l l  handicap themselves 
by th e ir  support fo r  the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty . When the w o rk ing  
people break w ith  the tw in  p a r­
ties o f B ig  Business and elect 
th e ir  own candidates to o ffice , 
the em ploying class and n o t 
the w orkers w i l l  be m eeting to  

I p lan  defensive action.

By William Bundy

Socialist Candidate 
In  S eattle Endorsed 
By M olders Union

By Melba Baker
SEATTLE. Jan. 11 — A t its regular membership 

meeting yesterday, Local 158, International Molders and 
Foundry Workers Union voted unanimously to endorse
the candidacy o f Jack W r ig h t f i r  
the Seattle C ity  Council. A  mem­
ber o f (the local, W r ig h t  is ru n ­
n ing  fo r  Council w ith  the  sup­
p o rt o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty . He has belonged to  the 
M olders union since 1915.

A t  the opening o f yeste rday’s 
m eeting, W r ig h t ’s soc ia lis t p ro ­
g ram  was read to the m ember­
ship by the Local Business A ge n t 
who then tu rned  the f lo o r  over to 
W rig h t to speak on h is program . 
W r ig h t then sketched ou t the 
developm ent o f the un ion and 
socia list movements, stressing 
th a t socia lists had been in  the 
fo re fro n t o f the trade  union 
movement since its  inception.

D iscussing the problem s fac in g  
tne unions today, he said th a t 
w ith  the re tre a t o f the top labor 
o ffic ia ld om  before the w itc h  hunt 
a rash o f a n ti- la b o r laws had 
been passed lo ca lly  and na­
tio n a lly . The on ly  e ffec tive  w ay 
to combat th is  union-bushing 
drive, he expla ined, is  fo r  the 
unions to  break w ith  the ca p ita l­
is t  parties and take the road o f 
independent! p o lit ic a l action. He 
said th a t in the present loca l 
election i t  would advance the 
union cause to endorse a un ion­
is t run n ing  on a soc ia lis t p ro - 

, gram .
A m otion was then made and 

. seconded ho endorse his candi­
dacy, and i t  was adopted 
unanim ously.

A f te r  the m eeting adjourned 
; W r ig h t  was surrounded by union 

bro thers extending th e ir  Con- 
; g ra tu la tio n s  and o ffe r in g  hheir

Wash. State Unions Map
i 1

Fight on Right-to-Work
1 By Jack Wright

Socia list Candidate fo r  Sea ttle  C ity  Council
!

! Four hundred delegates representing AFL-CIO and 
-1 independent unions from all over Washington State met. 
: Jan. 4, under the sponsorship of the United Labor Ad-


