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Clifford T. McAvoy, 
Active Fighter for 
Socialism; Dies

Harry Ring

The fight for a Socialist America suffered a  grievous 
loss with the death o f Clifford T. McAvoy on Aug. 9. A 
former leader of the American Labor Party in New York,
McAvoy had played an  im p o r tan t  S ---------------------------------------------------
role in cu rren t e f fo r ts  to achieve

C L IF F O R D  T. McAVOY 

1901-1957

Congress Prepares to Send 
Civil Rights Bill to Its Grave
- —   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------f y ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strike Flares in Poland
r

Japanese Unions Hail 
Okinawa s Anti-U.S. Vote

By O ta  Ryu

TOKYO —  On Aug. 4, elections were held for m em bers  
of the Municipal Council in Nawa. principal city of Okinawa. 
The final resu lts  are  now in. Of the  30 sea ts  on the  council,
Conservatives, who a re  sup- i>------------------  - " —
ported  by the U.S. au thorit ies , '  f idence in Senaga. As a remit.,
succeeded in w inning  only 17 
sea ts  (a l though  they contested 
29). On the o the r  hand, the 
United F ron t ,  which is composed 
of C om m unis t  P a r ty  adheren ts  
and Socialists, won 12 sea ts  (of 
th e  13 they contested) .  The actual 
vote w as  23,602 (49% of the 
to ta l)  fo r  the  conservatives, and 
16,818 (34% ) fo r  the  United 
F ront ,  p ro-Senaga forces. This 
m u s t  be compared with the

Many Cases Revealed 
Of Political Horse-Trades 
With Dixiecrat Senators

By Fred Hart
AUG. 16 —  T he civil r ig h ts  bill, which had been 

am ended to dea th  in th e  Senate, now faces  burial in the  
Rules C om mittee of the  House of R epresen ta tives .  Since
 <S the  passage  on Aug. 2 of the

ju ry - t r ia l  am endm ent ,  which

Harlem Negroes 
Say, “ No Teeth”

In Rights Rill
“ “  B y  David Miller “ “

“Hell, man, they don’t  enforce 
th e  Consti tution, do th e y ?  W ha t  
m akes  you th ink  th ey ’ll enforce 
t h i s ? ” Such w as  probably the  
m ost typical response of N egroes 
in H arlem  when asked  by th is  
rep o r te r  w ha t  they th o u g h t  of 
the  p resen t  Civil R igh ts  Bill.

As a  re s u l t  of th e  genera l  
skepticism, a lm o s t  everyone cen­
te red  his rep ly  f i r s t  of all on 
th e  ju ry - t r ia l  provision. “A 
colored m an h a s n ’t  g o t  a chance 
before an all-white  ju ry , man, 
and you know i t .” “ No tee th , 
t h a t ’s w h a t ’s the  m a t te r  w i th - th e  
bill.” ***;.

E F F E C T  ON SOU TH
E nforcem ent  seems so much 

to be the key t a  the issue th a t  a 
n um ber of perso ns  insisted th a t  
even w ith  te e th  the  law would 
fail o f  i ts  purpose. “ In t h a t ; \  ,’n Hie belief t h a t  the re  is

killed th e  one rem ain ing  enforce ­
m e n t  provision in th e  m easure , 
th e  Republicans and  N o r th e rn  
D em ocrats  have been concerned 
w ith  the  re m n a n ts  of the  bill 
only from  the  point of view of 
any  additional political a d v a n ­
ta g e  they m ig h t  e x t ra c t  f ro m  it.

L ibera l D em ocra ts  have been 
p r im ar i ly  concerned w ith  cover­
ing up the  shabby  role  of a  m a ­
jo r i ty  of th e ir  n um ber who, a long  
with th e  Dixiecrat; , and a few  
Republicans, voted fo r  the  ju ry -  
tr ia l  am endm ent .  The role of the  
Democratic C ongressm en has 
the re fo re  been to  re p re se n t  the  
Sena te  bill as a  gain  fo r  Civil 
r ig h ts  despi te  the  v i t ia t in g  
am endm ent.

A dm in is tJa tion  s t r a t e g y  now 
is to  p e rm it  the bill to s tay  
in  the  ru les  com m it tee  while R e­
publican Congressmen dem agogic ­
a l ly  ta lk  of w inning  a re tu rn  of 
th F T ec t io ns  amended o u t  by the  
Senate . On Aug. 15, Ja m e s  Res- 
ton, head of the W ash ing ton  B u­
reau of the  N ew  York Times, ex­
plained: “The E isenhow er A d ­
m in is tra t ion  is ta k in g  a calcu ­
la ted  gam ble on the  civil r ig h ts

.•>-

tended  until A u g u s t  5. The ino-
By Jean  Simon _

C LEV ELA N D , A u gus t  12 — W eakness  of the  gov- tion was gl.anted. 
em in en t  s case becomes more ap p a ren t  each week, as the 1 On A u g u s t  5 another 
Sept. 16 trial da te  approaches in the  T af t -H ar tley  Con­
sp iracy  Case.

L ust Jan .  23 e igh t  persons 
w ere  indicted by a federal g ran d  
ju ry  here  fo r  “ consp ir ing” to vi­
ola te the  T a f t -H a r t l e y  ac t  by fi l­
ing “fa lse  'affidavits  of Noncom- 
m u n is t  Union Officer.  . . .”

Ju n e  19, in a m em orandum  
ru l ing  on a n um ber of motions, 
by the defendants ,  U.S. D istr ic t  
Ju dg e  Paul C. Weick ordered  the 
prosecution to file a Bill of P a r ­
t icu la rs  making  its charges  more 
specific.

PA R T Y  “ INSTRUCTION’S ”
The original ind ic tm ent charged 

th a t  M arie and F red  H sug , as 
union officers, conspired with the 
six o th e r  d e fendan ts  to file fa lse  
non - Com m unist  aff idav its .  I t  
listed am ong the ove r t  acts v a r i ­
ous Com m unist P a r ty  “ in s t ru c ­
t io n s” and "d irec t ives” a l leged ­
ly issued for or received by the 
H aug s .  Ju d g e  Weick ruled copies ,

new elections w ere  called.
During  this  cam paign, the  U.S. 

mili tary, and, the central govern ­
m e n t  in Japan ,  tr ied to sp lit  
anti-U.S. e lem ents  from  the  
Mayor, a t  any  cost. In  spite of 
th is  s t ro ng  p ressure , the anti-! 
U.S. forces re ta ined the ir  s t ren g th  
in th is  election, and  the  con­
servatives a re  no longer able to 
th re a ten  the m a y o r’s position. 
F o r  in o rder  to pass  a second

of these docum ents m u s t  b e  pro ­
vided.

The overt  ac t  charged  to Eric  
R e in tha le r ,  a n o th e r  defendant ,  
w as  t h a t  “ On o r  abou t April,  
1952,” he “ did t r a n s p o r t  a pe r ­
son known to h im  to be a m em ­
ber of the C om m unis t  P a r ty  
U SA  to a m ee ting  w ith  H ym an 
Lumcr, d e fen dan t  here in .”

Ju d g e  W e i c k  ordered  the  
prosecution  to tell who the p e r ­
son was and w here  the  m eeting  
w a s  held.

P a r t ic u la r s  m us t  be provided, 
also, as  to o the r  alleged overt 
a c ts  re fe r re d  to vaguely  in the 
ind ic tm ent:  w ha t  they were, who 
com m itted  them, when and where.

On J u n e  28 U.S. A tto rn ey  
Sum ner C a n a ry  filed a motion 
ask ing  t h a t  the  time wifehin 
which the g o v ern m en t bad  to 
file the Bill of P a r t icu la rs  be ex-

A u g u s t  5 a n o th e r  two 
weeks ex t elusion was requested, 
and  g ran ted .

T h e  obvious in ference is th a t  
the  Ju s t ice  D ep ar tm en t  is hav ­
ing d iff iculty  in d igg ing  up facts 
to  back up its accusations.

The weakness of (he govern ­
m e n t’s case is fu r th e r  indicated 
by th e  n a tu re  of th e  “docum ents” 
the  U.S. A tto rney  agreed to f u r ­
nish. According to  Ju d g e  Weick's 
Ju n e  19 m em orandum , “p ho to ­
s ta t ic  copies of the  a ff idav i ts  of 
N oncom m unis t  Union Officer 
upon which the  charges  are  
based” would be provided, and ished 
the  U.S. A tto rney  “also s t a t e d . ju ry - t r ia l

case ,” I asked, “w h a t  can  be 
d o n e ? ” “ Well, bad as thi3 law 
m ay be, i t  will do one good 
th ing. Colored folks down South 
will s t a r t  f ig h t in g  even harde r  
than  before.”

“W e ju s t  g o t ta  g e t  on those 
jur ies ,  t h a t ’s  all,” pu t  in his: 
neighbor.  “ But h o w ? "  said a| 
th ird  man, five y ea rs  out of 
Mississippi.  “ How, man, t h a t ’s 
the question. You know i t  will 
ta k e  a civil w a r  to  do th a t ! ” 
“Well, anyw ay, th is  law will sure  
help pu t  the  South  on th e  spot 
now. T h a t ’s one good th ing  about 
i t .”

I t  should hard ly  be su rp r is in g  
th a t  the  react ion  of m any  N e ­
g roes  to  th e  Senate  bill is 
s t rong ly  tinged  w ith  b it te rness .

One man, fu r ious  a t  the  very  
mention  of th e  bill, said, “We 
need action, n o t  m ore  laws th a t  
don’t  do an y  good. You know no 
politician will give us th a t .  I t ’s 
ju s t  a  b ig  con g am e !”

A young  woman, having fin- 
a  calm criticism of the 

provision, paused,
th a t  the  G overnm ent expected 
to  o ffe r  in evidence a book en ­
ti tled  ‘L eft  Wing Communism 
& In fan ti le  D isorder’ •” (s ic).

In  th is  case, fo r  the f i r s t  time 
in the Ju s t ic e  D e p a r tm e n t’s a n t i ­
union prosecutions, labor leaders 
w ere  lumped tog e the r  w ith  a l ­
leged Com m unist P a r ty  officials 

(Continued on page  4)

tu rned  to go, and  then called 
back over he r  shoulder, secm- 

(Continued on page  4)

France Faces Crisis - -A n  O n  th e  S p o t  R e p o r t
By John Black

P e te r  F ryer ,  o u r  special Lon­

don correspondent,  is now on 
vacation. His weekly d ispa tch ­

es wit! resum e shortly .

Set-Back for Witch Hunt 
Seen in Ohio T-H Case

a  reg rou pm cn t of revolutionary 
socialis t forces. He died of 
n ep h r i t i s  a t  the  ag e  o f . 52 _n 
Cape Cod1 H ospita l in M as­
sachuse tts .  He had planned to 
spend a  sum m er vacation there  
an d  also to play as violinist in 
th e  Provincetown Symphony. He 
is survived by his wife  and s tead ­
f a s t  co-worker, Muriel, and  by 
a  son and  daughter .

Despite  ill health  over a 
p a s t  num ber of years ,  McAvoy 
continued w ith  a r igorous 
schedule o f  political activity . He 
w as  an o rgan ize r  of the  A m e r ­
ican  F o ru m  fo r  Socialist E duca ­
tion and cha irm an  of the Com­
m it te e  fo r  Socia lis t Unity . In  
th e  l a t t e r  capacity  he  o rg a n ­
ized the united May Day rally  
in  New York th is  y ea r  ati which, 
fo r  th e  f i r s t  time in a lm os t  th ree  
decades, the  Com m unist P a r ty ,  
th e  Socialist W ork ers  P a r ly  and 
o th e r  radical g roup ings  p a r ­
tic ipated  in a  jo in t  May Day 
celebration.

A WAY O F  L IF E
Clifford McAvoy’s unsw erving 

devotion to the  cause of social­
ism w as expressed in his whole 
w ay  of life. He w as  a  gif ted  
violinist who had perform ed w ith  
m a jo r  g roups  in E urope  and the 
U.S. Y et in  l a t te r  y e a rs  he con­
fined such perfo rm ances  to 
sum m er app earances  w ith  the 
P rovincetow n group as a form  
of  vacation relaxation .

The son of a New York 
Suprem e C ourt  Ju s t ic e  and 
grandson  of a T am m any  Halt 
leader, he had every opporlun .ty  
to  carve out a  lucrative pe r ­
sonal career. Possessor of a Ph.D. 
in Romance languages, he ta u g h t  
from 1927 to 1938 a t  Columbia 
U nivers ity  and City College of 
New York. It was d u r ing  this 
period th a t  he became immersed 
in labor and radical politics.

He was an  active m ember cf 
th e  T eachers  Union during  th a t  
period and soon a f t e r  its fo r m a ­
tion became a  leading f igu re  in 
th e  A m erican Labor P a r ty .

In 1938, a f t e r  a  unsuccessful 
bid fo r  the  S ta te  Assembly on 
th e  A L P  t ick e t  he was appointed 
by La Guardia  as a  D eputy  W el­
f a r e  Commissioner, a  post  he 
held unti l 1941.

In th a t  y e a r  he accepted an

appoin tm ent by the  G rea te r  New 
York CTO Council as legislative 
and political action director. In 
1944 he became W ashing ton  | 
legislative d irec tor  fo r  the  CIO j 
United Electrical W orkers.  Two 
years la te r  he w as appointed by 
Jack Kroll of the  CIO-PAC as 
a s s is tan t  PA C  d irec tor fo r  the 
Midwest.

ALP C A N D ID A TE

He rem ained  with the U E  a f te r  
it  w a s  expelled f rom  the  CIO 
in 1948 and  o rgan ized '  a t  th a t  
time the  P rogress ive  Labor Com- 
niitee fo r  Wallace.

As A L P  candidate  fo r  Pies i-  
rlent of the  New York City Coun­
cil! in 1951 he polled over 100,000 
votes. In the  1953 race for  
M ayor he was designated  as t h e ; 
ALP candidate. However by th a t  
time the  Com m unist  P a r ty  
leadership —  whose policies 
McAvoy had previously sup ­
ported  —  had begun the  process 
of scu t t l ing  the  ALP. L arge ly  
as a re su l t  of the  CP forces 
d eser t ing  the t icke t he p o l led1 
bu t 53,000 votes in th a t  contest, j 
A t th a t  po in t th e  la te  Vito Mar-1 
cantonio, who had  campaigned 
for  McAvoy, broke from  the 
A L P  with a denunciation of the  
C P ’s role.

McAvoy remained in th e  ALP 
(Continued on page 3)

TUse Troops 
To Smash 
Sit-Down

By C. R. Hubbard
AUG. 14— The sit-down str ike  

of 2,500 t r a n s p o r t  w orkers  in 
Lodz, Po land’s second la rgest  
city, w as evidently broken today 
a f t e r  sharp  clashes with security 
police and a rm y troops. S y m ­
pathy  s t r ike s  w ere reportedlv 
sp read ing  to  o the r  Polish cities.

The Strike began  in th e  early  
m orn ing  hours  of Aug. 12. The 
t r a n s p o r t  w orkers ,  am ong  the 
low est paid in Poland, demanded 
a ra ise  from  3.70 zlotys an hour 
to fiv.e. They also asked the 
res to ra t ion  of a bopus am ount 

| ing to one-m onth’s w ages  and 
I payable  every y e a r  t h a t  w a : 

f t  once aw arded them  b u t  w as la te r  
J  canceled; and finally , the 
' s t r ik e rs  demanded a change in 
, the  u n ju s t  system  of wages.

[ A  spokesman fo r  the ' s t r ike rs  
: said, “ We a re  ea rn in g  : today a 

m ax im um  of 800 zlotys, a  month. 
W e canno t b e a r  i t  any  longer.”

. (Official f ig u re s  claim the wage 
11 scale varies  from  750 to .1*100 
. z lo tys a  month. The governm ent 
’ s e t  th e  exchange r a t e  la s t  

F e b ru a ry  o f  24 zlotys to the 
U.S. dollar.)

• P O L IC E  U SE  T E A R  GAS
1 The s t r ik e rs  opened the ir  f igh t  

by ta k in g  possession of the 
'  I S tree tcar  and bus terminals .
- T h ey  b ro u g h t  down their 

fam ilies ,  packed lunches and '
■ p rep a red  to s t a y . until the ir  , 
' dem ands were met. The police,
s re inforced from  W arsaw, closed 
r in on the  s tr ik e rs  , w ith  fixed
* bayonets.  John  MacCormac, who 
' '  interviewed the  s t r ik e rs  at the
• principal te rm inal,  r e p o r t 'd  in 
' I th e  Aug. 14 N. Y. Times that
* th e  res is tance  of the  women who 
^ o c c u p ie d  the  front ranks  was

broken when police donned 
m asks  and hurled t e a r  gas  bombs 
into the  s t r ik e r s ’ ranks. Five 
women w ere  reported  in jured  
and hospitalized.

In a  15-minute a c t ’on, Aug. 14, , 
3,000 a rm y  and police un its  took 
over the th ree  m a jo r  s t re e tca r  
te rm inals .  Cops and soldiers 
manned the s t ree tcars .

A truckload of s tr ike rs  se n t  to 
con tact  fellow w orkers  a t  an- ] 
o the r  te rm ina l w as stojpped by , 
police and 40 arres ted .

A f te r  th rea te n in g  th a t  a !1 
5 s t r ik e rs  would be fired S tan is las  , 

Sroka, a m in is te r  in the  local 
governm ent,  tr ied  to pe rsuade  

> th e  w orkers  to re tu rn  to the ir  
jobs. One woman s t r ik e r  waved ]

■’ a  te a r -g a s  ca r t r id ge  in S ro ka’s i 
face  and wiping te a rs  from  h e r 1 

'• eyes said, “Is th is  w h a t  you use ‘
■ a g a in s t  w o m e n ? ” The reply  was 
4, a  contemptuous “You will come 
e | to  a bad end.”
f |  Lodz officials claimed the gov- 
" (Continued on page 2)

prev ious composition of t h e ’ 
council,  on which the conserva­
t ives  held 24 seats  compared to 
th e  six fo r  Senaga.

In the  last, m ayora lty  elec­
tion, in December 1936, when 
Kam ejiro  Senaga. an opponent j 
of th e  U.S. occupation, was 
elected, the  Conservative vote of 
24.850 w as  split . Senaga, with 
16,592 votes, was elected to of- '  
fice. However, he was constantly  
at the mercy of a no-confidencc 
vo te  which, if repeated  by a two-1 
th i rd  m ajori ty  of two successively 
elected councils, could force him 
from  office.

A f te r  six months of h a ra s s ­
m e n t  by th e  U.S. m ili tary , and 
by Jap an ese  cap ita l is ts ,  (refusa l 
by  the b anks  to loan money to 
the city, etc.),  the  conservatives! 
f inally  re sorted to precisely this 
course. La t  June ,  the 24-man 
conservative  m a jo r i ty  on the  
council passed a  vote  of no-con-

vote oi no-coniidcnce in mm, ms 
opponents  had to win tw o-th in is  
of all the seats, th a t  is, a t  least 
20 .

The Jap an ese  people, and p a r ­
t icu la r ly  organized labor,  s u p - , 
ported and encouraged th  ant',- 

I U.S. elements during  this  cam ­
paign by all moral and m aterial 
•means.

Encouraged  by th e  outcome of 
la s t  w eek’s elections in Okinawa, 
the  Jap anese  labor movement, lias 

I pledged itself  to aid the v ictori­
ous an t i-A m erican  forces on the 
is land. A t  the j u s t  concluded 
convention o f  SOHYO, (General 
Council c f  T rade  Unions w ith  | 
3,500,04,0 m em bers) the  news of j 
the electoral upse t  was en­
thus ias t ica lly  applauded by the 

I assembled delegates. The Con- 
] gross immediately  dispatched a 
' co ngra tu la to ry  te legram  to Mayor 

Senaga, in which it promised 
; to  help him in every way pos- 
I sible.

PARIS, Aug. 11 —  Two major 
issues, the  two-bill ion franc  a 
day w a r  in Algeria and the 
economic s i tuation  in France  
itself, a re  likely to bring the 
deep going crisis in the p o l i t ic a l ; 
a rena  to a head this fall.

I t  is less and less .possible for 
th e  governm ent  of Bourges- 
Manoury to hide the fac t  th a t ;  
w hat is going on in Algeria  is 
f a r  more than  a “ pacifica t ion” 
cam paign . Every  day it  is  be-! 
coming c leare r  th a t  even the 
com m itm ent of p ractically  the 
whole French a rm y —-close to half 
a million men, including the 
g re a te r  p a r t  of F rance 's  NATO 
contingents  — is proving insu f- '  
fic ien t to p rev en t  a repetit ion of 
the  defea ts  in Indo-China, Mo­
rocco and Tunisia.

The p ap e rs  in Paris ,  stil l use 
“pacifica tion” terminology, bu t.

they rep o r t  a war. The h e a v y 1 
loss of French  lives can no t be 
o f f se t  by mass a r r e s ts  and 
te r ro r  executions. French mili-j 
t a r y  t r ibuna ls  on Aug. 9 alone, 
sentenced 21 A lgerian  freedom 
f ig h te r s  to be guillotined. Among 
those sentenced were leading 
members of the  A lgerian  C om ­
m u n is t  P a r ty .  I t  docs no t avail 
the ■ au thorit ies  to confiscate i
French  new spapers  c a r ry in g  i
cri ticisms of the a rm y  and eye­
witness rep o r ts  on the calculated, 
repulsive te r ro r ism  practiced
a g a in s t  the A lgerian  people by 
the im peria lis t  a rm y  of F rance .  
A lgeria  rem ains  very  much cn 
the mind of all F rench  people 
and  some very  dangerous 
sym ptom s of cap i ta l is t  desp e ra ­
tion a re  appearing .

In reaction to the unending 
series of defeats,  and the  con­
t in u in g  loss of th e  French 
empire a section of the French  j

cap i ta l is t  class is tu rn ing  to ­
w ard  ex trem e  solutions. The 
specter of an a n t i -p a r l iam en ­
ta r ian ,  e x t r a -  constitutional, 
super-pa tr io t ic  coup is very much 
presen t,  and ominous s igns such 
as  the  appearance  of provocative 
shocktroops fo r  such a move­
m en t can not safely he ignored.

TH E ‘PARAS’
The Bourges-M anoury  g overn ­

m e n t  broke the  deadlock in the 
p a r l iam en ta ry  debate  over the 
au thoriza t ion  of special p o w e rs 1 
by bring ing  i ts  elite corps of I 
p a ra ch u te  divisions into P a r i s 1 
fo r  all-out, pro - imperial:.. t! 
dem onstra tion  on the  occasion 
of the national holiday on Ju ly  
14. Ironically it  w as the a n ­
n iversary  of the s to rm ing  of the 
Bastille — the  opening event of 
the  French Revolution of 1789- 
93 —  which gave  the govern ­
m e n t  the  opportun ity  to brow ­

bea t the undecided deputies into 
vo ting  the  g overnm ent special 
pow ers to  ignore  the const i tu ­
tional g u a ra n te e s  of civil liber­
t ies  in F rance .  The collapse of 
the  p a r l iam en ta ry  opposition in 
th e  face of the  150,000 who 
tu rned  ou t  to cheer the no to r i ­
ously savage  “ P a ra s .” enabled 
the g overnm ent to extend French  
A lgerian  police methods to 
F ran ce  itself.  (The special 
powers, no t limited to the  700,- 
000 A lgerian  w orkers  in F rance ,  I 
b u t  extended to the  whole 
F rench  population, enable the 
g o v ern m en t to search  homes a t ! 
n ig h t  and c a r ry  th rough  “p re ­
ventive a r r e s t s ” and deporta- 

I lions.)
The “ P a ra s ,"  ve teran  mcr- 

' cenar.v k illers of the w ar in 
M adagasca r  in 1947 (w here  40,- 
000 inhab ita n ts  were s laugh te red  

1 for demanding a l i t t le  liberty,
| equality and fra te rn ity ) ,  vet­

e rans  of the  Korean, Indo- 
Chinese, and N orth  A frican 
wars, have been likened to 
the troops which Franco  flew in 
from Spanish N orth  A frica  in 
1936 to crush the  Spanish  w ork ­
ing people. They resemble alro 
the  F ree  Corps Legions of G er­
many a f te r  the F i r s t  World W ar, 
who la te r  became the backbone 
of H it le r ’s s to rm - tro op er  arm ies 
employed agains t  the  G erman 
labor movement.

The “ P a ra s "  notorious racism, 
th e ir  w anton  kil lings and b ru ­
ta li t ies  a g a in s t  colonial people 
over a period of 15 y e a rs  has 
p rep a red  them to serve as 
su itable  m a te r ia l  fo r  a  reac ­
t ionary  blow a g a in s t  the French 
labor movement. They have been 
whipped up by th e ir  off icers to 
believe, t h a t  the  French w orkers  
and  in tellectuals a re  the cause of 
F ra n c e ’s defea ts .  Side by side 

(Continued on page 2)

political g a m  in prolonging the 
b a t t le .”

SM ITH STAND

In tu rn in g  the  bill over to 
Rules Comm ittee Chairm an H ow ­
a rd  Sm ith  (D-Va.)  the  Republi­
cans a re  ap p aren t ly  bank ing  on 

j br ing ing  th e  bill ou t  aga in  in 
I th e  n e x t  session fo r  f u r th e r  poli­

tical exploita tion. (On Aug. 14, 
Rep. Sm ith  told the  press,  ‘‘I 
am  inclined to follow the course  
m os t likely to re su l t  in no bill. 
Do I m ake  m yself  c l e a r ? ” )

No m a t te r  how much they t ry  
to pin the  blame on each other, 
both  p a r t ie s  share  th e  responsi­
bil ity fo r  g u t t in g  th e  proposed 
law. On the  Republican side, 
the  A dministra tion-sponsored  bill 

! w a s  w eak  to begin  with. Then 
Republican s t r a te g is t s  joined 

: w ith  th e  D ixiecrats  and liberal 
' D em ocrats  to*reduce the  bill f rom  
! a genera l  civil r ig h ts  m e asu re  
’ to  one concerned only w ith  the  

r i g h t  of N egroes to vote in the  
! South. Then E isenhow er’s ambig- 
' uous stand unti l the  very  la s t  
j m om ent w as a  m a jo r  fa c to r  in 

the  p a ssag e  of th e  ju ry - t r ia l  
c lause demanded by the D ixie ­
c ra ts .

On the  Democratic side, the 
record is even more d isgraceful.  
N o r th e rn  and W este rn  D em ocrats  
vied with one another  in making 
h o rse- trades  w ith  Sena te  M ajo r ­
ity  leader Lyndon Johnson, the 

• m an who a rran g ed  th e  “compro­
m ises” t h a t  killed th e  bill. A 
p ic ture  of how th ings  w ent on 
th e  Democratic side of the  fence 
w as presented by E thel L. Payne 
in the  Aug. 10 Chicago D efen d ­
er, a leading N egro  weekly. She 

l w ro te :

j “ Shock-haired Jack  Kennedy 
, who is g lassy-eyed from  s ta r -  
, g az in g  a t  1960 toppled over like 
. a ten pin. . . a f t e r  his pal, Sen. 
, George S m a th e rs  c f  F lor ida  
. worked on him and Lyndon John- 
i son p u t  a  fa th e r ly  a rm  around 
? his shoulder and  recounted some 
.. political fa c ts  of life to him. 

i “O ctogenarian  Sen. Theodore 
F rancis  Green of Rhode Island 

, s a t  nodding sleepily as the  vote
- neared, bu t  looked up a le r t ly  to 
i take  his orders from  Lyndon 
5 and vote aye  a t  th e  'r ig h t  time, 
s He w an ts  to rem ain  cha irm an  of
- the  Fore ign  Relations Commit- 
l j t e e .  Hi., colleague. John P as-
L tore  of Ita lian descent, had an
[)!

j a ssu rance  of some Southern  votes 
f on re lax ing  the  MeCarran-Wal- 

e t e r  im m igrat ion  A ct  to increase 
quotas. H e  voted aye .”
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Use New Legal 
Weapon Against
St. Paul Strike

Clarence H arvey  (w earing  ra in co a t) .  P res id en t of Local 
41, UAW, approaches police squad ca r  to p ro tes t  i ts  being 
sta tioned on company grounds.

By Tom Leonard 

ST. PAUL —  Aug. 10 —  For eight weeks the 350 
members of United Auto Workers Local No. 41 have been 
waging a hard-fought strike against the Donaldson
Company in th is  city . The strike-®; 
b e a r s  ca re fu l w a tch ing  by the
na t iona l labor m ovem ent and -de­
se rves  its  fu l l  support. Involved 
in  com pany e f fo r ts  to b re a k  the 
s t r ik e  is the  use  of a litt le-known 
g im m ick  w hich  will be added to 
th e  na t iona l a rsena l o f  the  union 
bus to ts , i f  i t  proves its  efficacy 
in the  Donaldson str ike .

T h e  gimmick is  a  legal d e ­
vice know n a s  a  “ w rit  of r e ­
p levin .” Briefly , the  w r i t  of 
replevin is a legal action w here­
by one com pany s u e s  ano ther  
com pany for delivery  of goods 

' con trac ted  for. In  the  case o f  the  
s t ru ck  Donaldson Company, the  
fede ra l  courts  have  issued two 
Such w rits .  One is to  the  Rio 
M otor Co. of D etro it,  th e  o ther 
to  the C a r te r  E au ipm en t Co. in 
B enton H arbor, Mich. On the 
basis  of these  w r i t s  obtained 
“a g a in s t” the  Donaldson Com pa­
ny  by th e  o the r  two, scabs— pro ­
tec ted  by federa l m a rsh a l ls—  
have  b e e n  ru n n in g  Donaldson 
p roduc ts  th rough  the  picket line 
fo r  delivery to  the  tw o “ su ing” 
companies.

W hile  the  daily  p ress  insists  
th a t  th is  is no t a s tr ike -b reak ing  
action, U.S. D is t r ic t  A tto rney  
M acKinnon w ho placed the  w rits  
be fo re  th e  feeler?! d is tr ic t  court 
Conceded in the  St. Poul P ioneer 
P re s s  th a t  “ the goods w e re  p u r ­
chased  iust before  the  w ri ts  w ere 
asked fo r .” In  o the r  w ords, the 
Donalds-on Com pany contrac ted  
f o r  delivery of these goods a f t e r  
the  s t r ik e  had b een  in p rogress  
fo r  six weeks.

COM PA NY  B RE A K S W ORD
T h e ' s t r ik e  w as  p rec ip ita ted  

w hen the  com pany  re fu sed  to 
recognize  the  union’s leg it im ate  
w age  demands. T he un ion  is 
cu rren t ly  dem anding  an 18-cent 
a n  h o u r  increase. A ccording to 
Local No. 41 P re s id en t  Clarence 
H arvey , e ig h t  cents of this  f ig ­
u re  is to  help com pensate  fo r  the 
rise  in the  cost of living since 
the  la s t  con trac t.  H a r  v e y 
ch a rg e s  th a t  the com pany agreed  
to th is  ve.tlbally w hen th e  p re ­
vious co n trac t  w as signed. The 
additional ten cen ts  is  an  across- 
th e -boa rd  increase.

T he av e rag e  s t r ik e r ,  w ith  12 
y ea rs  seniority , has an average  
w age  of $1.89 p e r  hour, f a r  low er 
th a n  the  scale in re la ted  in d u s ­
tr ies .  A lthough  no t included in

th e  official nego tia tions ano the r  
source of ser ious  concern to  the  
w o rk e rs  has  .been the  in tensive  
speed-up cam pa ign  la u n c h e d 'b y  
th e  com pany about a y e a r  ago. 
One s t r ik e r  com plained  th a t  the 
union had “no control over p ro ­
duction  s ta n d a rd s .”

The legal a t ta c k  011 th e  work 
e rs  w as in tensified  when D istric t 
Ju d g e  C lay ton  P a rk s  issued a 
court', o rder  g iv ing  com pany cars  
and  scabs f ree  access to the 
s truck  p lant. T h e  sam e o rder  re 
s t ra ih s  m ass p icketing. C u r re n t ­
ly seven s t r ik e  le aders  a re  be ­
ing  f ram ed  on cha rges  o f  vi­
o la ting  th is  order.

N o t sa t is f ied  w ith  the  u se  of 
the se  judge-m ade  un ion-busting  
m easures ,  the  com pany is r e s o r t  
ing  to  violence a g a in s t  the s t r ik ­
ing  w orkers .  The s t r ik e  bulletin  
of the  local rep o r ted  one inc i­
den t in which ‘‘p ickets  w ere  a t  
th e i r  positions doing p icket duty 
w hen seven com pany personnel 
em erged  fro m  the  cen tra l  w a re ­
house, p resu m ab ly  to  leave for 
th e  day. R a th e r  th a n  leave 
peacefu lly  as they  had done be­
fore, one com pany supe rv iso r  
w alked  up to Quentin  Aamot, I.o 
cal No. 41 p icke t and fo r  no 
reason  a t  all s t ruck  h im .” As a 
r e s u l t  of th is  com pany-provoked 
f r a c a s  seven scabs w ere  beaten  
up.

H IT -A N D -R U N  SCABS
On two se p a ra te  occasions 

p ickets have  been run down by 
scab cars . In one case  a s t r ik e r  
su ffered  a f r a c tu re d  a rm  and 
o the r  in juries .

The m orale  of the  s t r ik e rs  is 
good despite the  he-avv p re s su re  
th e y  a re  under. T hey  have the 
problem of m eeting  time pay- 
m e n ts  on houses, ca rs  and a p ­
pliances, as well as need ing  to  
feed  and  clothe th e i r  families. 
T hey  a re  receiv ing  s t r ik e  bene ­
f i t s  from  the  In te rn a t io n a l  union 
and Local P re s id en t  H arvey  has 
s ta ted  t h a t  the  union will in te r ­
cede to  p reven t anv  se izu re  of 
s t r ik e r s ’ p ro p e r ty  fo r  non-pay ­
m ents.

Iiut. the  b ig problem co n fro n t ­
ing  the se  w orkers  is how to de­
fea t the  w ri t  of replevin. Unless 
they  g e t som e solid ass is tance  
from  th e i r  fellow unionis ts  in 
licking it, a  lot m ore  s tr ik ing  
w o rk e rs  may g e t  h i t  w ith the  
sam e tr icky  device.

Daily Worker Applies the Whitewash
B y Herman Chauka

T he recent Daily W orke r  p ro ­
nouncem ents  on the  S en a te ’s civil 
r ig h ts  bill provide in s truc tive  
dem onstra tion  of how the Com­
m un is t  P a r t y ’s suppor t  to cap ­
italist. politicians w orks ou t in 
p rac tice .

In  an A ug. 8 ed itoria l on the 
civil r ig h ts  bill, the  D aily  W orker 
ta k e s  A dla i S tevenson  to  takk 
fo r  declaring , “ I would r a th e r  
have  th is  hill th a n  none a t  a ll.” 
T he editorial points ou t th a t  the 
bill h a s  su f fe red  “em ascu la t ion” 
by th e  S ena te  and  sugg-ests t h a t  
w hen  S tevenson  say s  i t  is b e t te r  
th a n  none  he  rea l ly  m eans  th a t  
i t  m ay  provide  the  D em ocra ts  
w ith  a ta lk in g  po in t in th e  com­
ing  elections.

ATTA CK  JO H N SO N

The edito ria l pins responsibil­
i ty  f o r  the  p re s e n t  toothless 
s t a te  of th e  ‘bill on S e n a to r  L y n ­
don Johnson  of T ex as  who is ac ­
cu ra te ly  described a s  “ the  o r ­
g a n iz e r  of th e  coalition  th a t  
m angled  the  civil r ig h ts  hill, cu t ­
t in g  i t  to  specifications accep ta ­
ble to th e  D ix ieera t b loc.”

Now th is  edito ria l m ig h t  seem 
to p rove th a t  the  C om m unist 
P a r t y  can  su p p o r t  -the D em o­
c ra ts  and s til l  rem ain  political 
ly  independen t and  sh a rp ly  c r i t ­
ical of th e m  w hen th e  issue de 
m-ands it. B u t  i f  the  C P  leadens 
h a d  a im ed a t  w ork ing-c lass  po­
litical independence, they  would 
n ev e r  b a r e  suppo r ted  the  D em o­
c ra t ic  P a r t y  to  .begin w ith . “Co­
a l i t ion” politics inside the  Demo­
c ra t ic  P a r t y  m eans  no th ing  if 
n o t  subordination- to  th e  Big 
Business politicians.

A nd  so w e find  th a t  on A ug  
12, th e  Daily  W o rk e r  w rites  an­
o th e r  editoria l on th e  question 
o f  th e  civil r ig h ts  bill. T he  title , 
“ A Cynical G ame,” app lies  as 
fu l ly  to  its  au th o rs  as  to its  in­
tended ta rg e t— the  Republicans 
—.because i t  is no th ing  less th a n  
a  new  e f fo r t  to  w h itew ash  the 
N o r th e rn  D em ocrats .

The e d i to r i ; !  observes t h a t  the 
Republicans in th e  H ouse  are  
p lay ing  political football w ith  the 
bill by dem and ing  a r e t u r n  of 
provisions lopped off by  the  S en ­
a te . This , we a re  inform ed, en ­
d a n g e r s  the  p assag e  of any kind 
of bill.

T H E Y ’R E  GOOD GUYS
Then comes the  bucke t o f  w h ite ­

wash.. “T h e  D em ocrats, limited 
by the dead w e ig h t  of th e i r  in­
t r a n s ig e n t  S ou thern  delegation, 
'are fo rced  to f ig h t  fo r  the  p re s ­
e n t  substance  of th e  b il l .” The 
ed i to ria l continues: “ Politically 
the  D em ocra ts  a re  in a box bu ilt  
on th e  one  hand by the  Republic­
ans . . . an d  on the o th e r  by the ir  
own D ix ieera t con t in g en t  whose 
power is g r e a te r  than  th e i r  num ­
b e rs .” The in ference  is t h a t  the 
liberal D em ocra ts  a re  doing the 
b e s t  th e y  can  fo r  civil r ig h ts  
ag a in s t  g r e a t  odds.

T h e  contention  t h a t  the  liberal 
D em ocra ts  “ a re  in  a box” ¡built 
by th e  R epublicans and  Dixie- 
c r a t s  is an insu lt to  the  re a d e rs ’ 
in telligence. A t  one tim e  the a r-
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gu m e n t th a t  the liberal Demo-®' 
cra>ts w ere  a m ino ri ty  pitted 
a g a in s t  a  R epub lie ru -D ix iecra t  
coalition ap p e a re d  to have some 
plausib ility . B u t  th is  tim e i t  is 
c lea r  to see  t h a t  if the liberals 
a re  in a “ box” they a re  in one 
th e y  buil t  themselves. Or haven’t 
th e  Daily W orker  ed i to rs  read 
th e  accounts of how a m a jo ri ty  
of liberal D em ocrats  worked hand 
in glove with Johnson  to  “ em as­
cu la te” the  bill? Even the  N.Y. 
P a s t— staunch  backer of the lib­
e ra l  D em ocrats— w as moved to 
p ro te s t  t h a t  th e  liberals had 
snatched “defeat from th e  jaw s 
o f  v i c t o r  y.” T he  D ixiecrats  
showed s t r e n g th  g re a te r  ¡than 
th e ir  num bers  precisely because 
th e  liberals  handed  them  every ­
th in g  they  w'anted.

A ctua lly ,  th e  D aily  W orker 's  
c u r r e n t  w h itew ash  job on the 
D em ocratic  P a r t y  is a  repetit ion  
o f  th e i r  pe rfo rm ance  in la s t  
y e a r ’s elections. T he  Daily  W ork ­
e r  cam paigned  to  help elect S te ­
venson. (N o t  w ith  “off ic ia l” en ­
dorsem ent,  to  be su re , b u t  w ith  
»  know ing w ink coupled with the 
cry , “ D efea t  th e  Cadillac Cab­
in e t!” ) O n A ug. 20, 1956, in  a 
f ro n t-p ag e  edito ria l en titled  “The 
A d la i-E s tes  T icket,” th e  Daily 
W o rk e r  ha i led  the  nom inations 
by  the  ju s t  concluded Democratic 
convention as  r e p re se n t in g  " the  
s t ro n g e s t  t ick e t ( i t)  could p u t  
in  the  fie ld  a g a in s t  General Ei 
senbow er.”

I
PROBLEM  E V E N  T H E N

H ow ever, erven a t  t h a t  tim e the 
Doily W o r k e r  h a d  a p rob ­
lem how to p re se n t  i t s  suppo r t  
to  “ A d la i-E ste s” in a good 
light. I t  w ill be  recalled  t h a t  a t  
th e  D em ocratic  convention the 
civil r i g h t s  p lank  w a s  w atered  
down to  no th ing  b y  the  liberals 
to  appease  the  D ixiecrats . The 
Daily W orke r  tr ied  to  conceal 
th i s  f a c t  w ith the  a rg u m e n t  th a t  
S tevenson, in  his (acceptance 
speech, had  declared  he favored  
“ A new  A m erica  . . . w here f r e e ­
dom is m ade rea l  ftfr all w ithout 
reg a rd  to  race  or beblief o r  eco­
nomic condition.” T h is  s ta tem en t  
Indicated, th e  editoria l broadly 
hinted, t h a t  th e  p la tfo rm  d idn’t 
r e a l l y  have S tevenson 's  “a p ­
proval.”

The buildup g i v e n  Lyndon 
Johnson  b y  th e  C om m unist P a r ­
ty  leaders is also a  m a t te r  of 
record. T he  m ain  political re so ­
lu tion  of the  p a r t y ’s re cen t  n a ­
tional convention lis ts  the  fol­
lowing as  o n e 'o f  th e  g-ains of the 
labor - D em ocratic  coalition; “ In 
T ex as  labor jo ined w ith  o th e r  
popu la r  forces, as  well as con­
serva tives ,  to b reak  th e  gr ip  of 
the  ¡Shivers D ix iecra ts  on. the 
.State D emocratic P a r ty .” This 
r e f e r re d  to  the  v ic to ry  of L y n ­
don Jo h n so n ’s m ach ine  over 
¡Shivers in th e  fig 'ht fo r  control 
of th e  T exas  delegation to  the 
D em ocratic  na t iona l convention.

Sho rt ly  before  th a t  convention 
A lan M ax  w ro te  in the  May 11 
D aily  W orker :  “F re sh  from  his 
resound ing  v ic to ry  over Gov. Al­
la n  ¡Shivers fo r  leader  of the

(•¡the issue o f  civil r ig h ts .  . , At a 
t im e  when the  N eg ro  people 
■need th e  a (d  of the  labor and 
r a d i c a l  movement most, the 
w ork ing  class has been rendered 
politically  im poten t by the  a lli ­
ance w ith th e  Democratic P a r ty  
libera ls  who a re  allied with the  
D ix iecra ts . Isn ’t  tha t  a c lear ex-

am ple  of how class-collaboration  
preven ts  the  w ork ing  class from 
achieving its  ta sk s  and realiz ing  

i t s  a im s ? ”
T he  b i t te r  experience accum u­

la ted  s ince  th a t  le t te r  w as w r i t ­

ten  only underscores its  co n t in ­

u ing  validity.

A  Slight Case 
O f Ignorance

By Joseph Keller

Last y ea r  some N orthe rn  hackers of S tevenson tr ied  to  

sh rug  off th is  rac is t appeal as not rep resen tin g  his views. B u t 

Stevenson proved i t  w as quite accurate . In  recent m onths he has 
dropped any  pretense ' to “ liberalism ” on e ither domestic o r  fo r ­

eign issues. He declared, Ju ly  17, th a t  the  French and B rit ish  

im peria lis ts  “ a re  exercising the ir  A frican  colonial responsibili­

ties in a most advanced, responsible and en lightened w ay.” Y et 

the  Daily W orker seemed su rp rised  and dism ayed th a t  he 

showed no in te res t in an effective civil r ig h ts  bill.

ing  counted on to place the  s tam p  
o f  conservatism  on the  D em o­
cra t ic  t icke t and  p la t fo rm .” 
T hese  a re  em p ty  hopes, declared 
Max. A f t e r  all, he explained, 
“H ow  can a resound ing  defea t  
fo r  the  w o rs t  r e ac t io n a r ie s  mean 
a m andate  fo r  the  conservatives ? 
T h ings  d o n ’t  happen th a t  way 
and the  Dem ocratic  v o te rs  in 
T exas  unders tood  th is  when they 
voted  fo r  Johnson .”

JO H N SO N  R E F U T E S  MAX

Jo h n so n ’s c u r r e n t  perfo rm ance 
on civil r ig h ts  more than  answ ers  
M'ax's asse r tion  th a t  “ th ings  

T exas delegation, Johnson  is be-1 don’t 'h a p p e n  th a t  w ay .”

N or did it  ta k e  a c ry s ta l  hall 
to f ig u re  ou t t h a t  labor and 
rad ica l s u p p o r t  to  the  Demo­
c ra ts  would b r in g  no g" ins  fo r  
the  w ork ing  people. L a s t  Septem  
her, the  Socialist W orkers  P a r ­
ty  w ro te  to  the  N ationa l Com­
m ittee  of the  C om m unist P a r ty  
u rg in g  i t  to  g ive up its  policy 
of su p p o r t  to  the  D em ocrats  and  
called' on i t  to  su p p o r t  the  So ­
c ia lis t  W o rk e rs  t ick e t ins tead . 
The SW1P le t te r  declared  in  p a r t  

“A t  a  rime when the  N egro  
people is em battled  a g a in s t  the 
w hite  suprem acis ts  you cover up 
the  fact tha t the  Sou thern  I)emo- 
ei 'atic leader's call the  tune  on

. . . French Crisis - On the Spot Report
(Continued from  page 1) i h a rd e r  in the  n e x t  few  m onths 

w ith  the  “ P a ra s ” o the r n e o - ' f o r  the  C P F  to hold back the  
fa sc is t  g roupings, s ta ffed  by  ̂ F ren ch  w o rk ers  who m u s t  s trug -  
excollaborators of th e  w artim e  gle to m a in ta in  th e i r  living 
N azi agen ts  D ea t and Doriot, and s tandards,  
seem ingly  in control of unlimited

'funds , a re  m a k in g  th e ir  ap-j ECONOMIC C ON DITION S 

pearance . .. . | T he  rap id  rise  in the  price of
e wa 0 a r >s a re  tbe  b a s ;c necessities, the  fa lling  

p la r te re d  w ith  p o s te rs  a t ta c k m g  of th e  fran c  and Hg

th e  ‘ b e tra y e rs  of F ran ce ,  devaluation, th e  im position of 
dem and ing  “action in  A lgeria”  heavy  taxeg Qn * and morg 
and  a  re juvena tion  o f  the; coun-l art5cles Iisted as  lu x u r ;es forced
t r y  u nder  ‘s t ro n g  men,” and the  governm en t to  d ras tic  action, 
m a k in g  dem agogic a t ta ck s  on the  E ven the  ri  d ffovernment  cost- 
m tellec tuals . Daily  the  p ress  r e -  o U M n c r  index ( i t  hides th e  real 
po r ts  s t ro n g -a rm  tac  ics dio-l share  t h a t  food costg re sen t  
played b y  th u g s  a g a in s t  vendors  in  th e  F ren ch  bud t )  £  s0 
of the  labor  p re ss  and a t te m p ts  sharp ]y  t h a t  the  governm en t was
to b reak  up  po litica1 ra lh es .  I obliged to  ra i se  th e  minimum 

The h a rd  p ressed  F ren ch  wai?e. W re tchedly  low a s  the  in -
middle class a lready  h a s  demon- c rea se  to  135 f ran cs  an hour
s t ra te d  t h a t  m  th e  absence of (35 cerits) seem , i t  does in
any  eadersh ip  from  th e  estab- f a c t  affe(?t th e  s o f  a lm ost

w orking-class p a r t ie s  i t  800,000 w orkers . The increase 
w as  all too re a d y  to  fo llow  took e ffec t  on A L  Thig .g 
dem agogues. T he  m e teo ric  r ise  
o f  a m an  like Pou jade  in F rench  
politics is a case in point.

T here  ce r ta in ly  is t im e  fo r  the  
organized  labo r  m ovem ent to  
g ra s p  th e  in i tia tive  once more 
and  a l te r  th e  tren d  tow ard  
political dem oralization. I t  is, 
however, th e  o p p o r tun is t  course 
of th e  le adersh ip  o f  th e  pow erful 
F ren ch  C om m unist p a r t y  which 
p reven ts  e ffec tive  working-class 
opposition from  be ing  mounted 
a g a in s t  the  reac t iona ry  cu rren ts .
N ego tia ted  peace w ith  A lgeria  
w ith th e  declared in te n t  o f  keep ­
ing  A lgeria  w ith in  the  French  
em pire , critical suppo r t  of the  
governm en t which is  bu tchering  
th e  A lgerians  —  th is  is  how the  
C om m unist P a r ty  m em bers  I  
ta lked  to  in te rp re t  t h e ' p a r ty  
line. AH this, they  say, is  held 
necessary  to  secure  un ity  w ith 
th e  Mollet “ Socia lis ts” (who fo r  
a y e a r  and a h a l f  d irected  the  
d ir ty  w a r  in  A lge ria )  artd w ith 
o the rs  on the  “le f t .”

B u t  m e rg ing  w ith  the  crisis 
over A lgeria , and  of course con­
nected  w ith  i t ,  th e  economic 
s i tua tion  of F ran ce  will m ake it

th e  beg inn ing  of vacations. Most 
of the  la rg e  fac to r ies  a re  closed 
and i t  will no t be unti l  Sep tem ber 
t h a t  th e  dem and fo r  w age  in ­
creases! fo r  th e  r e s t  of the  w ork ­

ing  class will take  the  cen te r  of 
the  s tag e  in France .

T he  rank-and-file  bank em ­
ployes who forced the  CGT to 
finally  support the ir  s t r ik e  in 
Ju ly , had to  se ttle  tem porarily  in 
view of the  vacation period. But 
b it te rn ess  a t  the  role played by 
the  S talin ist-led  union ap p a ra tu s  
is  widely expressed. T he da ring  
and im agina tion  of the  F rench 
rank-and-fi le  w orkers  w ere  force­
fully b rough t home to  trave le rs  
en te r ing  and leaving F rance  
th i s  week, when custom s men 
a t  th e  P a ris ian  a i rp o r t  a t  Orly 
s t ru ck  on Aug. 9. From  1:00 to  
7:00 P.M. th e  men refused  to  
search  any ou tgo ing  and  incom­
ing  lu g g a g e  fo r  con traband . 
T hen  they reversed th e ir  tac tics  
and w en t on a “s tr ike  of zeal,” 
search ing  every single  item  of 
t r a v e le r ’s b ag g ag e  so thoroughly  
th a t  p lanes w ere  long delayed.

B u t  even w ith  the  general 
vacation  exodus and  the  te m ­
p o ra ry  A u g u s t  lull', i t  is a lready  
c lea r t h a t  th e  governm en t will 
find i t  impossible to place the  
burden  of the  m ili ta ry  cam paign

on the  shoulders of F rench  w o rk ­
e rs  w ithou t engendering  a  wave 
of m ilitancy. The th ree  ra i lw ay  
unions have  announced w age 
claim s as  of Aug. 22. W h a t  will 
happen when the  w orkers  r e tu rn  
from  th e ir  vacations and discuss 
the  r ise  in the  price of bread, 
milk and w ine?  Will they  be 
prepared  to  accep t the  new  
a u s te r i ty  bui’dens to  f inance the  
losing proposition  in A lge r ia?

Even R obert  B othereau , leader  
o f  the  m odera te  socialist-con­
tro lled  F orce  O uvriere  unions 
has  posed the  question con fron t­
in g  F ra n c e  in th is  w ay: “ I t  is 
a  question o f  who is to be gob­
bled up.”

T here  certa in ly  is no reason to  
th ink  th a t  th e  F rench  w orkers  
won’t m u s te r  the  courage  and 
s t re n g th  required  fo r  th e  solu­
tion  of th e  F rench  crisis  in  a 
way diam etrica lly  opposed to  the 
solution planned by the  cap i ta l ­
is t  class and i t s  reac tionary  mili­
ta ry  caste. The question will 
th u s  be posed ever more sharp ly  
in  F ran ce  in th e  nex t few 
m on ths :  W ho will gobble whom?

All I ask for Maxwell Henry Gluck is a fair shake and 
simple justice. A  number of Democrats ¡have been giving  
forth loud and rude yaks at Mr. Gluck’s expense. Many 
R epublicans act as  shamefaced,'®-  
a t  m ention  o f  h is  name, as if 
th e y ’d been seen leaving a house 
o f  il l- repu te .  Persona lly  I don’t 
th in k  he’d m ake any  worse an 
aimbassador th a n  a  num ber of 
multi-m illionaires  who have held 
and hold s im ila r  posts.

Mi-. Gluok h ad  the  m is fo r tune  
to  have  his ignorance  revealed.
I t  m ig h t  have gone unnoticed if 
som e D em ocra t on the  Senate  
fo re ign  re la tions  co m m it te  had ­
n ’t  leaked i t  to  a  new spaper .  Mr.
Gluck, th e  p roud  possesso r of a 
forty -m illion  dollar  fo r tune  de­
rived f ro m  a cha in  of ladies 
c lo th ing  shops, h ad  been ques ­
tioned by the S e n a te  com m ittee  
ab ou t h is  qua l if ica tions fo r  the 
p o s t  of A m bassado r  to  Ceylon.
S e n a to r  F u lb r igh t ,  an  A rkansas  
Dem ocrat, w a s  m ean enough to 
in i t ia te  the  following colloquy:

S en a to r  F u lb r ig h t :  Do you
know who the  P rim e  M inister  of 
Ceylon is?

Mr. G luck: His nam e is a bit 
un fam il ia r  now, I cannot call it 
off . . .

'Since the  nam e of Ceylon’s 
P rim e  M inister  is So lom on  W est 
R idgw ay Dias B andarana ike , it  
is  easy  fo r  an A m erican to have 
a lapse  of m em ory, or a t  leas t  
some difficu lty  in pronouncing 
M r. B and 'aranaike’s  nam e. N a t ­
u ra l ly ,  no one likes to have his 
nam e  mispronounced or fo rg o t ­
ten , bu t I  feel a  li tt le  in te rn a ­
tional good will could have g o t ­
ten  a round  tha t.

. . .  Strike Flares in Lodz
(Continued from page  1) 

e rn m en t  couldn’t  a ffo rd  in ­
creases. T h e  poores t paid w ork ­
ers  in Poland, however, cannot 
ta k e  seriously governm ent cries 
of “ poverty” while b u reaucra ts ,  
speculators, p r iv a te  businessm en, 
etc., live on the  f a t  of the  land.

L a s t  m onth , on J u ly  21, John 
P. Leacacos, Cleveland P lain  
D ea le r  repo r te r ,  to ld  how w ide ­
spread “labor  un res t ,  s p u t te r ­
in g  since la s t  sp ring , h a s  tu rned  
a lm ost ug ly  in re cen t  weeks, 
th r e a te n in g  G om ulka  w ith  the  
f i r s t  g rave  crisis  o f  h is reg im e.”

C om m unist edito ria l w ri te rs  in 
Po land  have  been a la rm ed  a t  the  
a n g ry  mood of the  w orkers  which 
they  say  has been ready  to “ f la re  
up on every s l igh t p rovocation .’’

This  mood w as  sparked  by 
G om ulka’s re fu sa l  to  honor 
w o rk e rs ’ claims fo r  back pay 
prom ised  lyears ago. Gomulka 
answ ered  the se  dem ands w ith  a 
f l a t  “No, w e’ro  broke.” and 
ordered  a  w age freeze. S low­
downs and stoppages w ere  the  
resu lt .

According to  Leacacos, the 
Polish w orkers  councils have 
been dem anding  no t only a 
b igge r  voice in m anagem ent,  but 
rep resen ta t ion  in  top govern ­
m en t bodies as well. They have 
asked fo r  a cham ber in p a r l ia ­
m en t elected d irectly  from the  
factories . To th is  Gomulka r e ­
plied th a t  w orkers  councils a re  
n o t  “ o rgans  of political power 
o f  th e  w ork ing  classes.”

In  the  hope of contro ll ing  the 
w orkers  Gomulka has  ordered all 
Communists, including cab 'ne t  
mem bers, to join fa c to ry  cells. 
Gomulka h im self, according to 
Leacacos, entered a  p a r ty  cell 
in the  Z eran  auto  fac to ry  of 
W arsaw .

W ith  w h a t  m ay  very  well prove 
to  be “ too little , too la te .” on 
A ug. 9 the  governm en t a n ­
nounced t h a t  all p e rsona l in ­
come over 15,000 zlotys a month 
(w ith  exceptions) would be taxed 
ou t of existence. The new  tax  
decree, considered by m any as 
ineffective, is re troactive . The 
F inance M inistry  has been 
ordered  to  collect fo u r  billion 
zlotys in back tax es  from  the  
“nonsocialized economy.”

A N O T H E R  ISSU E

B u t  an o th e r  m a t te r  p;ot d ra g ­
ged into the  discussion— ¡Mr. 
Gluck’s con tribu tions to  the  R e ­
publican P a r ty .  In 1952 and 1956 
he gave  a- to ta l of about $40.000 
to  the  GO'P. This  h a d  some of the 
D em ocrats  ra is in g  t'heir hands 
in holy horro r.  T he  tw ice-defeated 
D em ocratic  p res iden tia l can d i ­
date. Adlai S tevenson, opined t h a t  
G luck’s ap p o in tm en t w as “ a n o th ­
e r  exam ple of the cynical pay 
m e n t  of political debts. . .”

S tevenson need no t have put 
it on so th ick . A fte r  all, even 
the  N.Y. T im es adm its  th is  is “ an 
anc ien t s to ry  in A m erican poli­
t ics” and seeks to  d raw  consola­
tion from the  h is torical trend 
showing th a t  in 1924, th i r ty - th ree  
ou t o f  f i f tv -one  am bassadors  
abroad had been generous con­
tr ib u to rs  to  the  coffers of the 
p a r ty  in power, as comnnred 
with tw entv-seven  out of e ighty- 
one in 1957.

A s a m a t te r  of fac t , several 
m ore  ju icy  am bassadoria l plum s 
have  gone to m ulti-m illionaire  
po litical con tr ibu to rs  w ho shelled 
ou t less than  G’uck. The A m ­
bassad o r  to Belgium is J .  Clif- 
fo rd  F o lg e r  who, w i th  Mrs. 
Fo lger ,  is listed as h a v in g  con­
tr ibu ted  $29,500. ' J o h n  'H ay  
W hitney  sn a red  the  choice a p ­
po in tm en t to  the U n ited  Kingdom 
for a m ere $33,500 contribution. 
Surelv, on a quid-oro-quo basis, 
Mr. Gluck is entitled  to an ap ­
po in tm en t to som e la rg e r  coun­
t r y  than  Ceylon. But, as Mr. 
Gluck h a s  said, he isn ’t  really  
in te res ted  in glory, he ju s t  h a p ­
pens  to  “ have been, w h a t  you 
m ig h t  say, sem i-re tired  from  
business, and I h av e  been look­
ing  fo r  som eth ing  to  do.”

A PO SSIB L E  G AIN
I t  m a y  be  ju s t  a  coincidence 

t h a t  Mr. Gluck is  associa ted  w ith 
B en iam in  Jav i ts ,  e lder b ro the r  
of New Y ork’s S en a to r  Jacob 
Jav i ts ,  in an en te rp r ise  known 
as W orld  D evelopm ent Corp., 
which is engaged  in p rom oting  
p r iv a te  inves tm en ts  overseas. 
“ B ut,” lam ents  Mr. Gluck, “ it 
has  n o t  rea lly  done any th ing . We 
did no t g e t  i t  o ff  the  g round .” 
W ith  the  ass is tance  of ¡Senator 
Jav i ts ,  Who pushed Mr. Gluck’s 
appoin tm ent, i t  m ay  he possible 
to  p u t  w ings  on Mr. G luck’s f o r ­
e ign  investm ents.

T h e  t r u th  is, a s  T hom as L.

Stokes, p ro-D em ocratic  colum n­
is t  fo r  the  N.Y. P o s t  w rote: 
“ T here  is no th ing  new ab o u t  di­
p lom atic  p lum s fo r  w ealthy  cam ­
p a ig n  con tr ibu to rs ,  w  h i c h has 
'been rou tine  w ith  b o th  our po­
litical p a r t ie s  fo r  years .  . .” In 
fac t ,  only th e  w ea lth y  can a f ­
fo rd  to  occupy such posts, b e ­
cause  the  bills fo r  liquid r e f re s h ­
m en ts  to free- loaders  a l o n e  
usua lly  run  h ig h e r  than  official 
sa la r ie s  and  expense  accounts a l ­
lowed fo r  to ta l  operations.

W hen P res id en t E isenhow er 
w as  rudely  questioned a t  one of 
h is news conferences ab o u t  his 
appo in tm en t o f  Mr. Gluck, he 
no t only ind ignan tly  denied the  
political debt inference, he .also 
said of .Mr. Gluck’s ignora'nee that. 
Gluck “w as selected from a 
g roup  of men th a t  w ere recom­
mended highly by a num ber of 
people I respect. His business 
ca ree r  w as examined, the  FBI 
re p o r ts  on h is  record were all 
good.”

W h at m ore can the  Ceylonese 
people expec t?  Mr. G luck’s b u s i ­
ness  c a ree r  su m s  up to  $40,000,- 
000 and  E isenhow er could ju s t  
as easily  have  s e n t  a  $30,000,- 
000 o r  a $20,000,000 or even a 
$10,000,000 am bassador.  And, of 
course, w ith the  FB I 'affirm ing  
th a t  M r. Gluck never  belonged 
to a union or a radical p a r ty  aqd 
upholds cap i ta l ism  101%, w h a t  
o th e r  qual if ica tions  w ou ld  he 
need?

In fac t , Ceylon’s A m bassador 
to the  U.S., R. ,S. G unawardene, 
said on Aug. 5, th a t  he w : s  
“very  fav o rab ly  im pressed” w ith  
t h e  new U JS. A m b assad o r  to C ey ­
lon. This, sugges ts  th a t  the  Cey­
lonese people should 'be as  much 
concerned ab ou t the  k ind of sm - 
a m b assad o r  t h e i r  governm en t 
has  sen t  to W ash ing ton  as the 
k ind of 'am bassador W ash ing ton  
is s en d in g  to  Ceylon.

W H OSE AM BASS A DOR?

A t any  ra te ,  any  am bassado r 
from  the  U.S. to  Ceylon, o r  any 
o th e r  country , will have  the sam e 
function ; to  serve "A m erican  in ­
te re s ts .” Now, th is  doesn’t  m ean 
the in te re s ts  of D e tro i t  auto  
w orkers  o r  P i t t s b u rg h  stee l 
w orkers  o r  ¡Southern N egroes 
w ith  second-class citizenship. I t  
m eans  th e  in te re s ts  of the  mil­
l ionaires  and  b illionaires who 
ru n  th is  coun try  and a re  anxious 
to  exac t p ro f its  no t only from  
the  U jS. w o rk e rs  .but f rom  the 
w orke rs  abroad.

So, I ’d like  to sugges t  th a t  
the  w orkers  and pen saints of Cey­
lon se t up a governm ent of the ir  
own and send an am bassado r  
over h e re  who doesn’t  find our 
m ulti-m illionaire  ignoram uses  so 
im pressive. And we, fo r  our p a r t ,  
will s t r ive  to  estab lish  a w ork ­
e r s  and fa rm e rs  governm en t in 
<?ur coun try  so th a t  th e  A m eri­
can am bassado r  to  Ceylon m igh t 
well be an  a u to  w orker o r  a  steel 
w orke r  o r  a  coal m iner whose 
am bassadoria l job will be to  help 
o rgan ize  technical and economic 
aid fo r  Ceylon th a t  will quickly 
ra i s e  m ass living s tan d a rd s  the re  
to the  h ighest possible level.
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Alger Hiss Tells Case to Public

Back the  Sobell Appeal
The final push to win support  fo r  th e  

m ost  im p o rtan t  civil l iberties case in 
A m erica is now on. The deadline fo r all 
s ig n a tu re s  and resolutions in support  of 
th e  Suprem e Court appeal for  a new 
h ea r in g  for Morton Sobell is A u g u s t  28.

Morton Sobell has  spent seven years  in 
prison. His 30-year sentence will keep 
him th ere  fo r  m any more unless an  o u t ­
rag ed  public dem ands justice. The Su­
p rem e C ourt has  never passed ju d g m en t  
on th e  “conspiracy” case t h a t  sent Julius 
and  E thel Rosenberg to  th e ir  dea th  and is 
now robbing the  young scientist ,  Sobell of 
th e  best y ea rs  of  his life.

Evidence t h a t  will now go before th e  
S uprem e C o u rt  will prove conclusively 
th a t  it was not Morton Sobell who violated 
th e  laws of the  U nited  S ta tes.  I t  was th e  
prosecution with  the  unscrupulous a s ­
s is tance  of the  notorious Roy Cohn and 
the  FBI.

The Suprem e Court will h e a r  evidence 
of how M orton Sobell was kidnapped from  
Mexico where he had gone openly and 
legally fo r  a vacation with his family. 
T his  was done in violation of th e  E x tra d i ­

tion T rea ty  with  Mexico. The C ourt  will 
h ea r  how th e  prosecution falsely rep ­
resented Sobell’s r e tu rn  to th is  country  
a s  legally effected th ro u g h  “d epor ta t ion” 
proceedings. All of th is  in o rd e r  to  con­
s t ru c t  a p ic tu re  o f  an “escape plot” of 
“ consp ira to rs .”

And the  C ourt will h ea r  how th e  prosecu­
tion deliberately  w ithheld  evidence th a t  
would prove the  account of the  t r ip  made 
by Morton Sobell.

As the  fac ts  in th is  case become known, 
support  is fo r thcom ing  from every direc­
tion. Scien tists  like Harold  C. Urey, 
a r t i s t s  like Pablo  Casals, a  m an  o f  le t te rs  
like B er tran d  Russell, and religious and 
civic leaders have called fo r  ju s tice  fo r  
M orton Sobell. W arehouse local 6 in Oak­
land. Calif., has  joined th e  appeal fo r  a 
new trial.

T he “friend of th e  co u r t” b r ie f  will be 
filed nex t  week. B ut th e  cam paign  to  f ree  
Morton Sobell will no t be concluded until 
jus tice  is done. F inancial aid, petitions  
and resolutions should be sen t  to :  Sobell 
Committee, 940 Broadw ay, N ew York 
10, N. Y.

IN T H E  COURT O F P l 'B L IC  O PIN IO N . By A lger Hiss. 424 pages. 
New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 1957. $5.00.

Reviewed bv David Dreiser

(C ontinued from page  1)

and  opened a s t ru g g le  w ithin the 
organ iza tion  ag a in s t  th e  liquida- 
t io n is t  policy of the  Communist 
P a r t y  leadership. On Oct. 10, 
1955, he took th e  f ig h t  to  the  
A L P  ran k s  w ith  a  le t te r  to  the  
N ationa l G uard ian  denouncing 
th e  C P 's  “ coalition theory .”

Scoring th is  policy of suppor t  
to  cap i ta l is t  politieans, McAvoy 
declared: “ L e t  us have  an  end 
now  to Coalition on any  'basis 
w ith  advocates of cold w ar.  en­
emies of labor and th e  Bill of 
R ights ,  f r iends  of J im  Crow.”

R E T H IN K IN G
Despite his efforts ,  the  ALP 

w as  dissolved. In th e  course of 
t h a t  f ig h t ,  however, McAvoy 
dem onstra ted  an  unusual capacity  
to  th ink  o u t its  lessons, to r e ­
ev a lu a te  h is  own p a s t  political'  
views and, finding th em  inade ­
qua te ,  to ‘seek a  f i rm e r  ideo­
logical basis fo r  socialist activity . 
Devotion to  th e  socialist cause 
rem ained  th ro u g h o u t  h i -3 basic 
po in t  of d ep artu re .  I t  war, d u r ­
in g  th is  period th a t  the  historic 
developm ents  in th e  Soviet orbit 
took place, climaxed by the 
K hrushchev  revela tions a t  the  
20th  Congress o f  the  Soviet 
C om m unis t  P a r ty .  These develop­
m en ts  became a m a jo r  fa c to r  
in  McAvoy’s re th in k in g  of the  
problem s confron ting  the radical 
movement.

In  th e  1955 elections, he 
decided to  cam paign  for the  So­
c ia lis t  W o rke rs  P a r ty  ticket 
d e sp i te  ce r ta in  d ifferences he 
s ta te d  he had with the  SW P. 
A long  with V incent I la ii inan he 
form ed th e  Citizens Committee 
fo r  Dobbs and Weiss.

A lthough  he had in previous 
y e a r s  accepted th e  C P ’s 
fa lse  charac te r iza tion  of the  
S W P  as  anti-Soviet, he w as a

m an capable of rec t i fy in g  his 
political e rro rs .  In an Oct. 10, 
1956 deba te  w ith  A lbert  Blum- 
b e rg  of the  Com m unist P a r ty  
on “ L ef t  W ing Policy in th e  
1956 E lections ,” M e  A v o y 
declared:

“T he  S W P is a  p a r t y  I can 
support.  I t  rendered  a m a jo r  
service by f i r s t  exposing the  
Moscow T ria ls  and th e  b u rea u ­
cratic  deform ation  in the  Soviet 
Union. The SW P stands in the 
fo re f ro n t  of th e  rad ica l  move­
m e n t  today. I t  f o u g h t  fo r  
L en in is t  democracy in the  Soviet 
U nion and E a s t  Europe. The 
p re se n t  developments the re  give 
i t  a  high m oral s tanding. I am 
proud th a t  despite  the  rev ilem ent 
and persecution, the SW P stuck 
by i ts  t rad it ion s .”

In  the  period since th a t  elec­
tion, McAvoy becam e one of the 
key f ig u res  in th e  launching  of 
th e  American F o ru m  fo r  Social­
is t  Education. H is contributions 
to th a t  p ro jec t  showed th a t  he 
w as a  m an  who believed in hard  
day-to-day work, serious th ink ing  
and  a stubborn  insistence on 
principles. F rom  th e  very  b eg in ­
n in g  he fo u g h t  fo r  the  principle 
of “non-exclusion,”  opposing e f ­
fo r t s  to  b a r  th e  Comm unist 
P a r ty  o r  any  o th e r  tendency.

D E F IE S  W IT C H -H U N T E R S
W hen announcem ent of fo r m a ­

tion  of th e  A m erican  F o ru m  
d rew  heavy f i re  fro m  the  witch- 
h u n te rs  he did no t flinch fo r  a 
m iment. Subpoenaed by the  East-1 
land Committee, he declared ’ his 
read iness ,  desp i te  ill-health, to 
face  im prisonm ent by defying! 
t h a t  inquisitoria l body.

A t  the  sam e time he continued 
his own process of political s tudy 
an d  rééva lua tion  w ith  seemingly 
boundless de te rm ina tion  a n d  
•enthusiasm. A t  a  t im e  when so' 
m any  fo rm e r  sup p or te rs  of the]

Communist P a r ty  w ere tu rn ing  
aw ay from all radical politics 
w ith  dism ay and disillusionment 
he w as th e  p ic ture  of a man 
ju s t  beg inn ing  to  find himself.

H is  approach  to the  p resen t 
reg ro u p m e n t discussion w as o u t ­
lined m  a  a rt ic le  he contributed 
to  th e  Dec. 3, 1956 issue of the 
M ili tan t on th e  subject. He 
w ro te :  “ Political criticism based 
on fa c ts  w ith ou t  invective or 
nam e calling is n ^ t  only d es ir ­
able b u t  u rg en t ly  necessary  if  
w e a re  to  have any  honest 
re la tions  w ith  o th e r  political 
tendencies. . .

‘‘T he  m o s t  effective w ay to 
achieve le f t  reg rou p m en t,  it 
seems to  me, is to c la r ify  nrin- 
ciples so th e re  can be no con­
fusion about w here  we s t a r t  in 
our e f fo r t  to reg ro u p  the left 
a round  a  p rogram . I do n o t be­
lieve, f o r  instance, th a t  the  le f t  
can be united if the re  is  con­
fusion a s  to w h e th e r  we stand 
fo r  completely dem ocratic  so­
cialism o r  w he th e r  we re v e r t  to 
to ta l i ta r ia n  Stalinism.

“ I do no t believe th a t  coalition 
w ith  th e  Democratic p a r ty  can 
be reconciled in th e  sam e o rg a n ­
ization w ith  th e  building of 
an  independent socialist move­
ment. T hese  two questions divide 
the left.  . . on th e  basis of 
fu n d am en ta l  princip le .”

In th e  previously quoted1 debate 
w ith  Blum berg , McAvoy con­
cluded his p resen ta t ion  by s a y ­
ing, “ I t  will ta k e  work and 
courage to build a new socialist 
movement in A merica.” For 
Clifford McAvoy these words 
w ere not m ere  rhetoric . He pos­
sessed an insp iring  capacity  for 
work and courage. Coupled with 
h is w arm  personal qualities, it 
m ade him a m an who will he 
sorely missed by all those who 
knew him and worked w ith  him.

In th is  hook, A lger Hiss p re ­
sen ts  h is  case to the  public for 
a  verdict as to w hether or not 
he was guil ty  o f  p e r ju ry  in de 
n y in g  th a t  he l a d  'ever commit 
ted t reason  and  espionage. D ur­
ing  World W ar  II he was a p ro ­
m inent s ta te -d ep ar tm en t  official 
w ho had been an  aide to  P re s i ­
dent Roosevelt a t  the  Y alta  con­
ference  and an o rgan izer  of the 
1945 San  Franc isco  United  N a ­
tions conference. He was indicted 
on two p e r ju ry  coun ts  in 1918. 
T he  f i rs t  tr ia l  resu lted  in a hung 
j u r y  b u t he was convicted in a 
second tr ia l  in 1950.

T h e  U.S. S u p rem e  C ourt  twice 
re fu sed  to  review  his esse, and 
H iss  then  served 44 months in 
a  federa l pen i ten t ia ry .

M any  m onths  befo re  he came 
to  t r ia l ,  Hiss w as  b ra n d ed  by the 
p ress  as a “ C om m unist t r a i to r .” 
T he m ain  p ro m o te r  of th e  charge  
w a s  V ice-Pres iden t Richard  N ix ­
on, then a  m em ber of the  House 
U n-A m erican  A ctiv it ies  C om m it­
tee. H is sensationalized p ress  
re leases  cha rg in g  Hiss w ith  “es­
p io n ag e” w e re  the  opening gun 
in  the  cam paign  a g a in s t  ‘‘t reason  
in h igh  p laces,” ch a rg e s  made 
notorious b y  M cCarthy. I t  w as 
also the  f i r s t  endeavor to link 
alleged Com m unist P a r t y  m e m ­
b ersh ip  w ith  esp ionage ac t iv i­
ties— the f r a u d u le n t  k ind of tie- 
up th a t  led to  th e  f ram e-up  and 
execution of Ju l iu s  and E the l 
Ro-sertberg a n d  the  im priso n m en t  
of Morton ¡Sobell in  A lcatraz.

¡Hiss b eg in s  his book w ith  a 
review  of his appearances  before 
th e  House U n-A m erican Activi­
ties Comm ittee beg inn ing  on 
A ug. 3, 1948. In these hearings , 
W h i t ta k e r  Chambers, confessed 
Soviet agen t ,  cha rg ed  th a t  Hiss 
belonged to  the  Comm unist P a r ­
ty  ail'd t h a t  his  role h ad  been

to  in f leunce go v ern m en t  policy. 
B u t  C h am bers  denied th a t  Hiss 
had  engaged  in espionage. “ These 
people w e r e  specifically  not 
w an ted  to ac t  a s  sources of in ­
fo rm ation ,” C ham bers  declared.

Hiss denied all charges  u nder  
oath. He fa i led  to  recognize 
C ham bers  e i th e r  b y  nam e or 
p h o tograph .  The Comm ittee  did 
n o t p e rm it  Hiss to co n fron t 
C ham bers  fo r  two w eeks during 
which tim e they  fed a s t re am  
of publicity  to th e  sensation- 
h u n g ry  p ress  on the  question  of 
w h e th e r  Hiss w as  gu i l ty  of p e r ­
ju ry  in denying know ing C ham ­
bers .

Hiss recognized C h a m b e r s  
when he finally  saw  him. bu t not 
w ithou t d iff icu lty .  He identif ied 
Chambers, whose ap p ea ran ce  had 
a lte red  considerably, as  a f r e e ­
lance w ri te r  he  had known by a 
d if fe re n t  nam e, G eorge  Crosely. 
The C om m ittee p resen ted  th is  
to  th e  pHess and public as if  Hiss 
had  finally  been forced to  admit 
hav ing  known C ham bers  a t t c r
f i r s t  denying  it.

T h e  C om m ittee re p o r ts  also 
implied charges  of “treason  and 
esp ionage” a g a in s t  H iss  despite 
the  fa c t  th a t  i t s  only w itness  had 
charged  only Com m unist P a r ty  
m embership. O nly  m onths la te r  
did Chambers ca tch  u p  in his 
s to ry  w ith  Nixon and  the House 
Comm ittee.

IN C O N S IS T E N C IE S
•Chambers’ ea r ly  te s t im ony  w as  

designed to  show  (h a t  he ¡had a 
v e ry  close association  w ith  Hiss. 
A ctually ,  H is s  show s, all the 
knowledge of H iss ’ fam ily  and 
a f f a i r s  t h a t  C ham bers  knew  ac ­
cu ra te ly  he could have gleaned 
from  such sources as Who’s Who 
and  from  h in ts  passed  to  him 
fro m  the C o m m it tee ’s exam ina-

A LG E R  H IS S  on leaving 
prison.

/

tions of Hiss. E v e ry  place else 
C h am bers’ te st im ony on th is  
question , Hiss shows, is- a tissue 
of m is takes  and inconsistencies.

Only when faced with the libel 
lawsuit b ro ug h t  by Hiss and  the 
likelihood o f  pay ing  heavy d a m ­
ages,  did C ham bers  expand  his 
Com m unist - P a r ty  - m em bership  
ch arges  by suddenly “ rem em ber­
ing” th a t  Hiss had also been a 
spy and th a t  C ham bers  had  con­
ven ien tly  kep t sonfe pa p e rs  to  
p rove it. T hese w ere copies of 
secre t governm ent docum ents  
t h a t  Hiss had  allegedly, s.tp.len 
and given to  C ham bers  fo r  t r a n s ­
mission to the  Soviet Uqion. B.ut 
w i th  pow erfu l com m ittee  s u p ­
port, '  and  in the  cha rg ed  a tm o s ­
p here  of th e  t i m e ,  few  pa id  
much a t ten t io n  to the  as to u n d ­
in g  lapse o f  m em ory . N o r  was. 
th e  f a c t  p rom inen tly  noted th a t  
tire docum ents w ere  dated  in 
1938 w h e rea s  C ham bers  had  r e ­
p eated ly  tes ti f ied  to  hav ing  cut 
all Soviet connections in 1937. 
T he docum ents  so sensationally  
p resen ted  by C ham bers  w ere 
used to  convict Hiss.

British Rulers Caught 
In Mideast Squeeze-Play

By Anne Chester
M anager ,  P ioneer Publishers

T h is  week P ionee r  Publishers  
is  f e a tu r in g  books and p am p h ­
le ts  on th e  N egro  S trug g le  in  
A m erica. These include:

D ESE G R E G A T IO N  —  L abor’s 
S tak e  in  th e  F ig h t  fo r  Negro 
E quality .  By Je an  Simon, 16 
pages. 10 cents.
The Suprem e C ourt  ru l in g  on

NEGROES 
ON THE 

MARCH
A Frenchman’s Report 

on the American Negro  
Struggle

By Daniel Guerin

192 p ages  $1.50•
O rder from

PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 U nivers ity  Place 

New York 3, N.Y.

school desegrega tion  and the  
s t ru g g le  to  p u t  i t  into effect.

TH E STRUGGLE FOR NEGRO 
EQUALITY. By John Saund­
ers  and Albert Parker. 48 
pages. 10 cents. (Third Edi­
tion). W ith a special article 
by Leon Trotsky on the Negro 
Struggle reprinted from the 
Militant, Aug. 15, 1942.

T H E  ST R A N G E  C A R E E R  O F  
J IM  CROW. By C. Vann 
W oodward. 183 pp. $1.50

A lan d m ark  book by a South ­
ern disciple of Charles  Beard. He 
shows th a t  the  p a t te rn  of seg re ­
ga t ion  as i t  ex ists  in the  S ou th  
today is no t “hundreds of yeans 
old” b u t  d a tes  f ro m  th e  sm a sh ­
ing of the  N egro  and  w hite  P o p ­
u lis t m ovem ent a t  the  beg inn ing  
of th is  century .

*  *  *

BLACK R EC O N STR U C TIO N  
IN  AMERICA (1860-1880). By 
W.E.B. DuBois. Special price 
$5.50.

This book, by th e  forem ost 
h is to r ian  of the N egro  question 
in A merica, se ts  fo r th ,  w ith  
voluminous docum entation , the  
t ru e  role of the  slaves in f ig h t ­
ing  fo r  th e i r  em ancipation and 
of the f reedm en  in  th e  s t ru g g le

to reo rgan ize  Southern  society 
on a dem ocratic basis, following 
the Civil W ar.

BLACK B O U RG EO ISIE . By E.
F ran k l in  F raz ie r .  264 pp. $4.00

A search ing  exam ination  of 
the  economic position of the  N e ­
g ro  middle class and  its  p re te n ­
sions— social, cu l tu ra l  and politi­
cal— to leadership  of th e  N egro  
s t ru g g le  fo r  equality. By one of 
A m e ric a ’s o u ts ta n d in g  sociolo­
g is ts .  A ‘’m u s t” book for all se 
r ious s tuden ts .

ECONOMIC R E S O U R C E S  AND 
P O L IC IE S  O F  T H E  SOUTH. 
By Calvin B. Hoover and B. U. 
Ratchford . 464 pp. $1.00 (o r ig ­
ina lly  $5.50)

All aspects  of th e  Southern  
economy a re  exam ined in detail 
and  w ith  a w ea lth  of in fo rm a ­
tion— n a tu ra l  resources, popula­
tion, labor and  wages, m a n u fac ­
tu r ing ,  fa rm ing , bank ing , public 
f inance, etc. Valuable  as  a r e fe r ­
ence work.

O rder any  of the  above listed 
books fro m  P ionee r  Publishers , 

116 U nivers ity  Place, New York 

3, N. Y.

By Myra Tanner Weiss

T he “ li t t le” w ar  in Oman be- 
twee.n the  sm all forces ga thered  
bv the  Imam Chalib  bin Ali and 
the  Sultan  of M uscat and Oman, 
backed by th e  British, is a sighal 
f la re  o f  d a n g e r  to  B r i ta in ’s em ­
p ire  on th e  east coast o f  thh 
A rab ian  peninsula . T he  speed of 
E n g la n d ’s m il i ta ry  in terven tion  
w as  not based On the  British 
fe a r  of losing Oman alonie. Anv 
revolt, not quickly settled, might 
easily  spread  to  o th e r  p a r t s  of 
th is  oil-rich area, w here  British 
contro l has  grow n increasingly  
tenuous.

The B rit ish  “ p ro tec ted ” s ta te s  
on th e  P e rs ian  Gulf a re  chal­
lenged from  two directions: K ing 
Saud of ISaudi A rab ia ,  a nation 
th c t  occupies fo u r - f i f th s  of the 
A rab ian  peninsula  l a v s  claim 
to m ost of th e  G u lf’s sheik ­
doms. The S a u d i A rabians , 
armed- w ith  U.S. m i l i ta ry  aid,] 
in t r ig ue  w ith  feudal and nation- 
a h s t  onposition to  the B rit ish  in 
o rder to gain a foothold into the 
oil w ea lth  of th is  area .  The U.S. 
oil companies, co n s ta n t ly  ex ­
p and in g  th e i r  holdings, keep in 
the  background  ou t of deference 
to the feelings of th e i r  British 
“ allies.”

These plots and  in t r ig u es  take  
place in the  m id s t  of a see th ing  
A rab  n a t i  o n a 1 independence 
m ovem ent t h a t  seeks to  oust 
B rit ish  im perialism  in o rder to 
se t tle  accounts w ith  native  des­
po ts  who a re  k e p t  in opulence 
by the  B rit ish .

The M uscat and Oman su l tan ­
a te  w ith  an  e s t im ated  p o p u la ­
tion of only 550.000 is n o t v e t  
a rich possession fo r  the B r i t ­
ish. B u t  I r a q  P e tro leum  C om ­
pan y  has  been v igorously  p ro ­
specting  fo r  oil in Oman fo r  
some time.

N EIG H B O R IN G  W E A L T H

M ore im n o rtn n t  than  the  po­
ten tia l  w ealth  of Oman, however, 
is the  actual w ea lth  of the 
neighboring  coun tr ies  w here  op­
position  to B rit ish  rule is also 
rife. The r ich es t  of the se  small 
co un tr ies  is  K u w ai t  which su p ­
plies th r e e  ou t of every  five 
■barrels of oil to B rit ish  indus­
try .

T he  Brit ish  im peria lis ts  m a in ­
ta in  th e ir  oil in te re s ts  in K u ­
wait,  as in M uscat and Oman 
and th e  o the r  P e rs ian  G ulf 
s ta te s  by m eans  of an alliance 
w ith the  reac t ion a ry  f e u d a l  
forces w ith d isas trou s  e ffec t  an 
th e  population. While th e  masses 
of the  people live in poverty , il 
l i te racy  and  w ithout hope, these 
m onarchs  consume on a lavish 
scale.

The B rit ish  L abori te  jo u rn a l ­
is t  Paul Johnson , in th e  Ju ly  13 
issue of the  New iStatesm- n de­
scribes th is  trad i t io na l  method 
of rule.

The local sheik in K uw ait  gets  
a 50% cut on the  oil p ro f its  ex ­
t rac ted  by  the  Brit ish . T h is  now 
am o un ts  to ab o u t  $336 million 

, annually .  O f  th is  am o u n t one-

th ird  is supposed to  cover the 
living expenses of the  ru ler , a n ­
o th e r  th i rd  is supposed to go 
to  K u w a i t  -development p ro jec ts  
and the  f inal th i rd  i s  s la te d  fo r  
rese rve  in B r it ish  banks.

A LL  IN  O N E  P O C K ET
T he developm ent p ro jec ts  -were 

n ever  f u l l y  completed. They 
w ere  con trac ted  over to five B r i t ­
ish f i rm s  on a- cost-plus b as is  
and  50% of these  p ro f i t s  w ere 
siphoned o ff  by m em bers  of the 
sh e ik ’s fam ily .

In  th e  end th e  public w orks 
compound, ig-s Johnson  p u t  it, be­
cam e “ a so r t  of A lad d 'n ’s lamp 
cave in which- the  -sheik keeps 
every th ing , f rom  30 ca-dillacs to 
ten  cases of lipstick. . . 'No 'budg­
e t  is p repared ,  p io  accounts a re  
kep t ,  no aud i ts  a re  held and' there  
is no d is tinc tion  be tw een  m in­
is te r s ’ personal financial t r a n s ­
ac tions g-n-d those of th e ir  de ­
p a r tm e n ts .”

F u r th e r  south  an th e  P e rs ian  
Gulf is the  Brit ish  te r r i to ry  of 
Bahrein  w here  oil has  been ex ­
t rac ted  since th e  1930’s. The 
n a t io n a l is t  m ovem ent here  has  
been s t ro n g  and th e  Brit ish  kep t 
carefu l ta b s  on it  in o rder  to 
a ssu re  contro l by “ loyal” ele­
m ents. In the  cris is  over the 
B ri t ish -F ren ch  a t ta c k  on Suez 
la s t  yea r ,  n a t io n a l is t  d em o n s tra ­
tions broke ou t and  w ere  brut.al- 
Iv suppressed  b y  the  sheik. The 
th ree  principal n a t io n a l is t  le ad ­
ers  w e re  im prisoned u n d e r  14- 
y e a r  sentences.

Im m edia te ly  to the  n o r th  of 
Oman lies the  coun try  of Q atar. 
Johnson  describes i t  as th e  “ ul­
t im a te  h o rro r .” I t  h a s  th e  high 
e s t  p e r  cap i ta  income in the 
w orld . B u t the  people -are am ong 
the  poorest.

Joh n so n  rep o r ts ,  “ In the  h a r ­
b o r  a m a g n if icen t  lu xu ry  y ach t  
— a  p re sen t  from  K ing  S a u d  on 
th e  occasion of his s t a te  v is i t— 
sw ings a t  anchor. W ith  its  d a sh ­
in g  I ta l ia n  cap ta in  and  i t s  ¡smart 
E u ro p ean  crew, i t  costs $5,600 a 
week to  m a in ta in .  B u t  the R uler  
h a s  found a te x tu a l  refe rence  
in th e  K oran  which fo rb ids  sea 
travel (be recen t ly  abolished the 
teach in g  of g eo g rap h y  in th e  
s t a te ’s schools fo r  exactly  the 
sam e reason  the  H oly  O ffice con­
dem ned Galileo), and during  the 
tw o-and-a-ha lf  y e a rs  in w hich  
the  y a c h t  h a s  -been in  h is  pos 
session, i t  h a s  m ade one so l i ta ry  
and  hu m ilia t in g  t r ip :  to  pick uo  
a  small ca rgo  of -dates in B asra .”

Johnson  also re p o r ts  th a t  “ in 
side the  R u ler 's  palaceis a re  450 
A m erican cars , m any  still in 
side the  c ra te s  In which th ey  a r ­
rived, as long ago  as 1950. Out 
side the  tow n is  a dqm p, where 
chevrolets  d is in teg ra te  under th e  
sun and wind; w ealth  re tu rn in g  
to  th e  sands from  which it came. 
A few  miles in land I saw  the 
R u le r 's  s tu d -fa rm , w ith  i t s  100 
tho roughbreds . Was th e  ruler,
then  a grfeat rider, I asked?  ‘He 
h as  never  been h e re ,’ said the 
fo rem an  sadly. ‘B ut he believes

a pow erful sheik should have 
m any horses.’

“ N earby , an even m ore  curi­
ous s ig h t ,” Joh n son  s a v s ,  “ I 
w atched  bulldozers  crum ple up 
the  w alls  of a  new palace. The 
palace w as built, a t  a  cost of 
$980,000, as  a guest-house  fo r  
K in g  ¡Saud on h is  visit. A f te r ­
w ards , an e n te rp r i s in g  business  
m an  tr ied  to p u rc h ase  i t  from 
the  R uler  fo r  conversion into a 
hotel (none exists  in Q a ta r ) .  But 
the  R u ler  decreed: ‘W here  my 
fr iend  the K ing  has  s lep t no one 
will be p e rm it ted  to enter. I t  
m u s t  b e  razed  to the  g round .’ ”

S H E IK S  FOR SA L E

The U jS. im peria lis ts ,  moving 
in on Brit ish  t e r r i to ry  a t  a rapid  
pace— w hile shoiVting allsalong 
about “ Russian  in te rfe rence”— 
w o rk  w ith  the n a t io n a l is t  oppo­
sition to B r i ta in ’s ru le  w henever 
necessary . B u t  the  m eans  of 
p e n e tra t io n  th e  U.S. fav o rs  m os t 
is to buy  off the co rru p t  and  
pam pered, B rit ish -sponsored  des­
p o ts— no t a  d iff icult achieve­
m en t if  the p r ice  is r igh t.  Then 
th e  U.S. m as te rs ,  ru th le ss ly  snd 
with f a r  m ore economic and m il ­
i t a ry  power, pui’sue the sam e 
policies th a t  ea rn ed  the  Brit ish  
im p eria lis ts  the ev er- las t in g  h a ­
tred  of the  A rab  masses.

So f a r  th e  U.S. im perialists , 
not the  A ra b  masses, have been 
the  victors over th e  Brit ish  in th e  
P e rs ian  Gulf. T he  dom inant pow­
e r  on the  A rab ian  peninsula. ¡King 
Sa.ud, now se rv es  th e  U.S. as 
b ro k e r  fo r  th e  E isenhow er D.oc*. 
t r in e  in the A rab  world. In  1951, 
in I r a n ,  across th e  P e rs ia n  Gulf, 
a na t iona l independence move­
m e n t  b ro k e  the  pow er of the 
Anglo  - I r a n ia n  O i l  C o m pany  
th rou g h '  th e  nationa l iza t ion  of 
the  oil fields. The n a t io n a l is t  
leader, Mossadegh, w as  then 
overthrow n and  im prisoned. The 
exploita tion  of I r a n ’s oil w ealth  
w as fa rm e d  ou t to  all th e  m a jo r  
im p er ia lis t  pow ers. -England w as 
le f t  w ith  only a sh a re  in the 
take.

I ran , ju s t  ntorth of th e  P e r ­
sian Gulf, becomes increasingly  
responsive  to UJS. in te res ts .  And 
finally , ?s D ana  A dam s Schmidt, 
N.Y. T im es, Aug. 11, t r iu m ­
p h an t ly  rep o r ts ,  “E ven th e  Sul­
t a n a te  of M usca t an d  Oman, in 
whose b e h a l f  B rit ish  troops  are  
now in action, ¡has given a con­
cession to  A m erican companies. 
And the  A m ericans  have  ju s t  
stolen an o th e r  m arch  on the 
B rit ish  b y  s t r ik in g  oil a t  the 
sou thern  end of the  ¡Sultanate 
while the B rit ish  a re  s t il l  dry- 
holing in O m an.”

U.S. exp lo ita tion  of th e  A rab 
peoples will t a s te  no b e t te r  than  
the  Brit ish . Corrupt abd despotic 
sheiks, em irs  and k ings will look 
no  b e t te r  under U.S. sponsorship  
th a n  u n der  Brit ish . N e ith e r  im ­
peria lis t j)ower<has no r  can give 
the  A rab  peoples w h a t  they 
w a n t— an end to  s ta rv a t io n  and 
ty ra n n y .  Yet the  A rab  na t iona l 
independence revolution cannot 
s e t t le  fo r  less.

W hen H iss ’ book ap p ea red  a 
few  weeks ago, the  p ress  which 
had  pil loried  him in 1948 gave 
i t  a mixed reception. J o n a th a n  
D aniels ca lled  the  book “one of 
the  m o s t  deeply  d is tu rb in g  hu­
m an docum ents  of our t im e.” 
A lis ta i r  Cooke, w ho  had covered 
bo th  H iss  tr ia ls ,  said in the 
W ash in g to n  Post, “A f te r  review ­
in g  y e t  aga in  the  ex trem e  com­
p lica t ions  of bhe docum ents  
which dam ned Hiss, I m u s t  say 
t h a t  as a spy, if  he ever was one, 
Hiss was s in g u la r ly  inept. He not 
only in itia led  docum ents he was 
g o ing  to pass  on to  a c o nsp ira ­
to r ;  h e  typed ou t dull sum m aries  
of economic policy incorpora ted  
in docum ents which the R ussians 
a l ready  h ad  in full.

“ He le f t  around  b is  su p e r io r’s 
office f o r  m on th s  documents 
which he could easily  have b o r ­
rowed fo r  p h o to g rap h in g ,” said 
Cooke,” and  then  wa-s forced to 
sna tch  them  fo r  a  fa s t ,  and 
fau l ty ,  ty p in g  job to which he 
obligingly added ann o ta t ion s  in 
his own hand. . .' T h is  obtuse- 
ness  is fo re ig n  to  every  exp res ­
sion of h is  mind and  w ork ing  
hab its .  He is essen tia lly  an  in ­
te l l ig en t  m an , s t ick ing  on every 
p ag e  to  the  discrepancies of his 
accuser and th e  p lausib ili ty  of 
th e  fac ts ,  scorn ing  to score cheap 
po in ts  or color his ca&e w ith  
a n g e r  o r  sa rcasm . . .”

T he Hiss book crea ted  a t  least 
su ffic ien t doubt o f  his g u il t  th a t  
i t  became necessa ry  to  a t tem p t 
to  re h ab i l i ta te  A m erican  “ju s ­
t ice” with an  “ answ er.” The 
s tr ident-voiced Sidney Hook was 
picked by  the  N.Y. T im es to do 
th e  job in  its  May 12 issue.

HOOK TO T H E  R E S C U E

Hook m ade essen tia lly  fo u r  
cri tic isms of H iss’ a rg u m e n t:  
F i r s t ,  th a t  enough of C ham bers’ 
te s t im on y  abou t H iss personally  
w a s  accu ra te  to  estab lish  C ham ­
b ers ’ con ten tion  of close asso ­
ciation desp ite  th e  den ia ls  of 
Hiss. I t  is unlikely th a t  any  open- 
minded person who read  the ¡book 
fo r  'himself would be  so p e r ­
suaded. B u t no m a t te r  how 
“ close” o r  casual the  re la tion , it  
is i r r e le v a n t  to the  cha rge  of 
espionage.

Second, according to  Hook, 
the  d iscrepancies in C ham b ers ’ 
s to ries  can be m a tched  w ith  
those in th e  te s tim o ny  of Hiss 
and  m ere ly  am o u n t  to  norma! 
inabili ty  to  recall detail . Thus, 
to  Hook, the fa i lu re  of H iss to 
recall by a few m onths  when he 
bought one c a r  and disposed of 
a n o th e r  is equated  with C ham ­
b ers ’ fo rg e t t in g -  w h a t  y e a r  he 
s topped being th e  agen t fo r  a 
fo re ign  power, to  say no th in g  of 
h is  about-face  in accusing Hiss 
of esp ionage a f t e r  say in g  for 
m o nths  th a t  he knew  of  no es ­
p ionage activ ities  w hatsoever.

Third , Hook a rg ues ,  th e  two 
p sy ch ia tr is ts  w ho  testified  on be ­
h a lf  of H iss  t h a t  C ham bers  w as  
unbalanced  and  a psychopathic  
l ia r  w e re  c a u g h t  in a  con trad ic ­
tion because  p a r t  of C ham bers’ 
te s t im o ny  w as  true . T h a t  is, 
C ham bers  d idn’t  lie 100% of the 
tim e a f t e r  all. I t  is h a rd  to  b e ­
lieve t h a t  Hook is ser ious in th is  
a rg u m e n t,  as i f  the  en t ire  psy ­
chology of skilled ly ing  w ere  n o t  
based upon expansion and embel­
lishm ent of a few  provable  facts.

F ourth ,  th e  a rg u m e n t  in which 
Hook a p p a re n t ly  p l a c e s  his 
g r e a t e s t  confidence is one a t ­
tack ing  H iss ’ contention  th a t  the 
docum ents  used a s  “ evidence” 
a g a in s t  him had  been  fo rged  
on a ty p e w r i te r  especially  con­
s t ru c ted  to  reproduce c h a ra c te r ­
is tics of a  m achine  th a t  he h ad  
once owned. Hook say s  t h a t  H iss 
f a i ls  to  show w hy  i t  w a s  neces­
s a ry  fo r  Chambers to fab r ica te

such 'a- ty p e w r i te r  and th a t  
C ham bers  w ou ldn’t  have had the 
skill o r  t im e  to  fo rge  i t  h im ­
self. Hook can m ake  th is  a r g u ­
m e n t  only by fa i l ing  to p re sen t  
f a i r ly  H iss’ accoun t of the fo r ­
g e ry  evidence.

A t  f i rs t ,  the  e f fo r t  of C heste r  
T. Lane, counsel fo r Hiss, was 
to prove th a t  fo rg e ry  by ty p e ­
w r i t e r  w as possible by hav ing  
an eng in ee r  f a b r ic a te  a m achine 
t h a t  would do copy in d is t in g u ish ­
able fro m  the  typed  docum ents 
in th e  case. This e f f o r t  w a s  suc ­
cessful enough to inva lida te  the 
te stim ony of the  F B I docum ent 
ex p e r t  a t  the  tr ia l ,  and explode 
f o r  all t im e th e  position of the 
F^Rl and  all o th e r  police a g e n ­
cies t h a t  fo rg e ry  by  ty p e w ri te r  
is impossible.

L a te r ,  how ever the  ty p e w ri te r  
in troduced  in the tr ia l  w as exam ­
ined by  a  f i rm  of con'sulting 
chem ists  eng ag ed  by Mr. Lane, 
w ho subm it ted  a ff id av i ts  th a t  the 
m achine  w a s  indeed fa b r ic a te d  
and  showed ex tensive  s igns of 
type  -alteration and rep lacem ent.  
This  m achine  could n o t have 
-been the one orig ina l ly  owned 
b y  Hiss. F u r th e r ,  ty p in g  ex perts  
c la im ed th a t  - by ty p in g  c h a ra c ­
te ris tics ,  th e  t r ia l  -docum ents 
m u s t  have heen done b y  a t  le as t  
tw o  persons, b u t  n e i th e r  one of 
them  could have been Hiss o r  his 
wife. Thus  it is the t a s k of 
C ham bers  to  show why th e  f a b ­
r ica tion  w as necessary  a!nd how 
it w as done.

H iss  had  received the  orig inal 
m achine  second hand  a good 
n um ber of y ea rs  befo re  1938 and  
h ad  given it  aw ay  as  useless to 
the  children of one of th e i r  se rv ­
an ts .  I t  was, of course, a g r e a te r  
nu m b er  of y ea rs  -later th a t  
C ham bers  or his a g en ts  p re su m ­
ably found  the machine. It. is  no t 
unlikely  t h a t  i t  w as  ir reparab le ,  
and 'had to b e  duplicated. A nd  
sp eak ing  of agen ts ,  w hy  m u s t  we 
assum e C ham bers  had  to do the  
fa b r ic a t in g  ¡himself? C er ta in ly  
th e re  w ere  pow ers  th a t  would 
have  had  the  resources and  the 
m otive to a s s is t  him.

MOOD O F  T H E  T IM E S

I t  is h a rd ly  w o r th  m en tion ing  
H ook’s fa n ta s t ic  con ten tion  r e ­
g a rd in g  the  p re jud iced  p ress  th a t  
public an im osi ty  w as  d irec ted  as 
much a g a in s t  C ham bers  as  Hiss. 
A nyone who rem e m b e rs  those  
days can only r e g a rd  such a 
p a te n t  m is re p resen ta t io n  of the  
mood of the tim es as ano th e r  in ­
d ication  of H ook’s  complete p a r ­
t ia li ty .

A lthough  H iss  p re sen ts  a com ­
ple tely  convincing declara tion  of 
h is  own innocence, he has  se r i ­
ous deficiencies in h is  conception  
of th e  witch h u n t  of which he 
w as one o f  the  m ost s ig n if ican t 
victims. H iss w a s  a loyal D em o­
c ra t ic  c a re e r is t  of a mildly lib­
e ra l  b e n t  like his m en to r .  Ju s t ice  
Oliver Wendell Holmes. He seem s 
unable to u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  he w a s  
a  v ic tim  of th e  sam e ju g g e rn a u t  
t h a t  rolled over the  'bodies of 
th è  Rosenibergs, ja iled  M orton 
¡Sobell f o r  30 y e a rs  and  p u t  d»z- 
ens of C om m unist P a r ty  leaders  
in prison. He com plains th a t  his 
case  w a s  pre jud iced  by the  si­
m u l tan eo u s  tr ia l  of the  New 
Y ork  C .  P . le ad e rs  in th e  sam e 
building. H e  does n o t  consider, 
to w h a t  e x t e n t  h is own case 
influenced, the  ju r o r s  w ho h ea rd  
the case  a g a in s t  the S m i th  Act 
victims.

T h e  Hiss book m ak es  an  im ­
portant. addition to  th e  grow ing 
evidence o f  f r au d  and f ram e-up  
in all th e  w itch -hun t Caste-s. This 
ex posure  is an  im p o rta n t  ta sk , 
s ince w ith  M orton  Sobell still 
inca rce ra ted  win A lca traz ,  the  
w itch h u n t  is f a r  f rom  dead.

(The following a re  excerp ts  f ro m  an editorial t r ib u te  paid 
to  ;the la te  Clifford T. McAvoy by  th e  N ationa l G uard ian  in its  
issue of Aug. 19.)

G uardian  readers  everyw here  will sh a re  w ith  us a  fee ling  
of deep personal loss in th e  d ea th  on August! 9 o f  Clifford1 T. 
McAvoy of New York. More than  a n y  o th e r  lead ing  f ig u re  in 
the  U.S. progress ive  m ovem ent since th e  dea th  of Vito Mar- 
eantonio (coincidentally on Aug. 9, 1954), C lifford McAvoy has  
exemplified the  concept o f  independent, th i rd -p a r ty  poli tica l 
action a s  ag a in s t  the  re tu rn  to th e  tw o -p a r ty  w ay advocated  by 
th e  C om m unist P a r ty  since 1950. . .

D uring  the  p a s t  y e a r  McAvoy and o the rs  have  constitu ted  
a  C om m ittee  fo r  Socialis t U n ity  which has  conducted monthly  
fo rum s and organized th e  m ain  May D ay  ra l ly  in  N ew  Y ork 
th is  year ,  w ith  all points o f  view invited to  speak. W ith  A. J .  • 
M uste and others, McAvoy had also helped organize the  A m erican 
F o ru m  fo r  Socialis t Education  which seeks to  provide a  n a ­
tional. fo rum  fo r  the  exchange of views am ong socialist-minded 
people.

U nable because o f  fa i l in g  hea l th  to  run  fo r  office h im self  
in thin y e a r ’s municipal elections in New York City, he  had  
announced his in ten tion  q f  cam paign ing  fo r  Joyce Cowley, S o ­
c ialist  W orkers  P a r ty  candidate  fo r  Mayor. . .

In 1,952 he organized a  Citizens E m erg en cy  D efense  Com­
m ittee  for the  defense of the second g roup  of C om m unist P a r t y  
leaders indicted u n d er  th e  Sm ith  A ct and continued as  th e  
active head of th is  com m ittee  desp ite  a g g ra v a t in g  d ifferences 
with the  Com m unist P a r ty  in th e  a re n a  of p ract ica l politics.

E very  w o rth y  ac t iv i ty  on th e  L e f t  in two decades has 
so u g h t ou t  C hfford  T. McAvoy’s su p p o r t  o r  received th a t  su p ­
p o r t  u ir  elicited. A t  his side constan tly  in re c e n t  yea rs ,  morf 
aw are  than  he of the  f a ta l  n a tu re  of his illness, has  been his 
wife. Muriel G ravelle McAvoy, h e rse lf  a  P rogress ive  P a r t j  
leader in the  ’48 cam paign  fo r  the  s ta te  of N ew  H am psh ire

...McAvoy, Active Socialist

National Guardian 
Eulogizes McAvoy



Auto Barons, Reuther, Hofía 
Unite Behind Same Candidate
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D ETROIT, Aug. 11— T hey say 
politics m ake s t ra n g e  bedfellows, 
and  they  can  say  it  with fu ll 
ju s tice  abou t the  cu rren t m ayo r­
a l ty  cam pa ign  here. For the  CIO 
and  th e  C ham ber of Commerce, 
W alte r  R eu ther ,  J im m y  H off
and  the  au to  barons  a re  in the 
sam e co m er  here  —  all lined up 
m  suppo r t  of Louis C. Miriani 
fo r  M ayor in n ex t  m on th ’s p r i ­
m a ry  election.

H offa  had  li t t le  trouble  g e t ­
ting’ the  D etro i t  & W avne Coun­
ty  F ede ra t ion  of Labor to en­
dorse M iriani lus t W ednesday. 
U nder  H offa , the  D FL  has p re t ­
ty  consis ten tly  ibacked conserva ­
tive  cand ida tes  locally in  recen t 
yea rs .

B u t  hea ted  opposition to  Mi­
r ian i  b roke  ou t a t  y e s te rd a y ’s 
W ay n e  C ounty  CIO convention 
w h en  the  CIO leadersh ip  p ro ­
posed end o rsem en t  of Miriani 
a n d  a  s la te  of liberal candidates 
f o r  Common Council.

CASE A G A IN ST  M IR IA N I
W hy, asked  severa l candidates, 

should  the  CIO su p p o r t  M iriani ? 
W h a t  h a s  he ever done to m e ri t  
la b o r ’s  s u p p o r t?  A nd  they  p ro ­
ceeded to m ake  a  s t ro n g  case 
a g a in s t  h im :
• F o r  the  la s t  e ig h t  ye rs  D e­

t r o i t  has  ibeen ru n  by the  reac ­
t iona ry  ad m in is tra tion  of ¡Mayor 
Cobo, a  Republican s e rv a n t  of 
th e  big co rpora tions and  a  fr iend  
of th e  an t i-N eg ro  “im provem ent 
a ssoc ia t ions .”

T he  CIO h a s  opposed the  Cobo 
ad m in is tra tio n .  ;So have som e of 
the  liberal m em bers of the  Com-

Wayne County CIO 
Endorses Patrick
D ETR O IT, Aug. 11 —

A m ong th e  cand ida tes  fo r 
Common Council endorsed by 
th e  W ayne  C o u n t y  CIO 
yes te rday  w as William T. 
P a tr ick ,  J r .  (No. 69 on the  
ballo t) , a  N egro  a t to rn ey  with 

• wide backing in the  N egro  
com munity. P a tr ic k ’s candi­
dacy w as also endorsed last 
w eek by the  Socialist W ork ­
e rs  P a r ty  and S arah  Lovell, 
socialist candidate  for Mayor, 
as  the  b es t  m eans of w inning 
N eg ro  rep resen ta t ion  on the  
Common Council, which is 
p resen tly  li ly-white  in com­
position.

SARA H  LOV ELL

mon Council. W here  does Miria- 
ni, p re s id en t  of th e  Council, 
s ta n d ?  One o f  the  delega tes  read  
a s ta te m e n t  from  the  J u n e  14 
D etro i t  F re e  P re s s  t h a t  g ave  the 
answ er  p la in ly :

“ In  genera l ,  he (M iriam ) has  
suppor ted  every m a jo r  p rog ram  
in s t i tu ted  by M ayor 'C ab o  and, 
th ro u g h  h is  council leadership, 
hag  been the  ‘whip’ by which o th ­
e r  council m em bers  have  been 
draw n , n o t  a lw ays  completely, 
in to  line.”

M irian i is a  Cdbo m an, su p ­
po rted  by the  sam e reac t iona ry  
fo rces th a t  back Cdbo. W hy then, 
de lega tes  demanded, should the  
CIO su p p o r t  M iriani ?

(Some o f  the  delega tes  sa id  
M iriani should n o t  ibe suppor ted  
because he isn’t  a “ labor candi­
d a te .” O th e rs  (because he is  a 
Republican. O th e rs  because  they 
f e l t  un easy  a t  su p p o r tin g  the 
sam e candidate  as  the  au to  ¡bar­
ons. S ti l l  o thers  because  they 
resen ted  M irian i’s  in su lt ing  be 
hav io r  to a  recen t convention of 
M oslems here .

A t  le a s t  ha lf  the delegates  
speak ing  a g a in s t  M irian i w ere 
N egroes. One of them, re fe r r in g  
to  the  role of the  D em ocrats in 
the  S en a te  civil r ig h ts  debate, 
said she  d idn ’t  ca re  so much th a t  
M irian i isn ’t  a  D em ocrat; w h a t  
she objected to w a s  suppo r ting  
h im  w ithou t an y  evidence th a t  
h e  is w o r th y  of su p p o r t  (by w o rk ­
e rs  and  N egroes.

The answ ers of the  pro-Mina- 
ni fo rces a t  the  CIO convention 
w ere  ex trem ely  feeble. A bou t 
the  .best a rg u m e n t  they  could 
m u s te r  fo r  him  w as  t h a t  Roose 
ve l t  had appo in ted  him to the

W a r  L abor B oard  du r in g  W orld 
W a r  II.. T h e  CIO leaders  had  
s tud ied  the  m a t te r  thoroughly , 
they  said, and  M iriani should be 
endorsed a s  a  vo te  of confidence 
in  them.

A n  a t te m p t  to s e p a ra te  the  
M ir ia m  endo rsem en t f ro m  the 
o the rs  w as  ru led  ou t of o rder  
by the  cha irm an . iSome observ ­
e r s  thlought t h a t  if  t h e y  had  
been sepa ra ted ,  the  convention 
m ig h t  have  re jec ted  Miriani.

E ven  so, a  la rg e  m inori ty— 
around  a  q u a r te r  o f  the  400-odd 
delega tes— voted a g a in s t  the en­
do rsem en t resolu tion .

One delegate , u rg in g  the  CIO 
to  “a t  le a s t  p reserve  some d ig ­
n ity ,” called the  M irian i endorse ­
m e n t  “sc ra p in g  the  b o tto m  of 
the  b a r r e l .”

A nd so i t  is. T he  CIO leader­
ship here  has  n ev e r  made a  more 
s t r ik in g  d isplay  of political 
bank rup tcy .

S a ra h  Lovell, socialist candi­
d a te  fo r  M ayor u rged  the  labor 
m ovem ent to  ru n  its  own candi­
da te  f o r  c i ty  office this year. 
T hey refused .

T h a t ’s no t new. B u t in the  
■past, when they re fu sed  to ru n  
th e i r  awn candidates ,  they  al­
w ays  endorsed  som e D em ocra t 
who could be palm ed off as  ‘‘lib­
era l .”

R E U T H E R  STRA TEG Y

This tim e  they  a r e n ’t  doing 
even tha t.  T h e  D em ocratic  P a r ­
ty  decided n o t to ru n  anyone for 
Mayor, and  the  CIO leaders, as 
usual, la-re ta g g in g  along.

W alte r  R eu tner ,  i t  is reported , 
is the  a u th o r  of th is  super-b ril ­
l ian t  s t ra teg y .  G e tt ing  tired  of 
su p p o r t in g  D em ocrats  l o r  M ayor 
who g e t  ¡beaten, he has decided 
to t ry  su p p o r t in g  a  R epublican 
who can g e t  elected. H e  calls 
th is  a  w ay of “g e t t in g  a  foo t 
in  the  door.”

T he ques t ion  is: W h a t  door?
I t  is u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  R eu the r  

and  H offa , ou t of f e a r  of inde­
pen d en t  l a b o r  politics, have 
tak en  the  labo r  m ovem ent into 
the  Miriani-Gobo camp.

B ut th e i r  endo rsem en ts  don’t  
change  the  ch a ra c te r  of M iriani: 
He is still the  candidate  and  will­
ing- tool of b ig  business.

A nd the  only way to p ro te s t  
ag a in s t  th is  unholy alliance, and 
in favo r  of a new political road 
fo r  tile labor and N eg ro  move­
m en ts ,  is by voting  for S arah  
Lovell fo r Ma.voil (No. 8 on the  
“n o n -p a r t isan ” ballo t) .

“Clean Up N.Y. Sweatshops!”

Socialist W orkers  P a r ty  s la te  in  th e  coming New York City elections. From  le ft to  r ig h t :  
M orris  Zuckoff, fo r City Com ptro ller; Joyce Co vley, fo r  M ayor; Lillian Kiezel, fo r  P res iden t 
of the  City Council; and Alvin Berm an, fo r  Bo ough P res iden t of Brooklyn.

Abuse of Puerto Ricans 
Told by Two at Hearings

. . .  Harlem 
Interviews

(Continued from  page 1)
ing ly  a s  an  a f te r th o u g h t ,  
“ Nobody gives a dam n about 
us .”  A men, I  w an ted  to say. 
I t  sure  looks like it.

I f  the  usefu lness  o f  th e  bill 
w as  in gene ra l  pooh-poohed, its 
political m otivation  s e e m e d  
equally  c lear to  those  in te r ­
viewed. However, w hen asked if 
th e  Republicans m igh t gain, 
severa l th o u g h t  i t  possible, since 
E isenhow er had introduced the 
bill'. B u t  curiously  enough, the 
tone  t h a t  would accom pany th is  
“ opinion,”  did no t su g g es t  t h a t  
th e  speake r  h im self th o u g h t  the  
R epublicans deserved any  credit. 
R a ther ,  it  seemed to  say, “ Well, 
som e people will be fooled by 
.this, but I ,sure know be t te r .”

Repairs Finally Decreed 

For Century-Old Firetrap
By David D re iser

N E W  H A V EN  —  T he Bureau

By Alvin Berman

SW P  C andidate  fo r  Borough 
P res iden t of Brooklyn

AUG. 14 —  The S ena te  labor 
probe, chaired by Sen. McClellan 
(D -A rk .) ,  is com pleting i t s  third 
week in  New York City, and  an 
ugly p ic tu re  of collusion b e ­
tw een  employers, g a n g s te rs  and 
the  city adm in is tra tion  is clearly 
em erg ing . T he  te stim ony  of 
B e r th a  Nunez, a  young H onduran 
girl, and M ario  Montaldo, a 32- 
year-o ld  P u e r to  Rican w orker, 
poignantly  revealed the  b ru ta l  on Nov. 5 w ith the  w orkers  
exploita tion  of th e  minority  dem anding the  decertif ica tion  of

beyond endurance. .When a 
p re g n a n t  w orker  reques ted  a few 
days  o ff  f ro m  th e  unheated , 
b i t te r ly  cold shop, her reques t 
w as refused . She subsequently  
con trac ted  pneum onia and  lost 
h e r  child.

The following sum m er, Miss 
Nunez led her fellow  w orkers  
in  th e ir  f i r s t  s t r ike .  D espite  
in tim idation  iby th e  boss and 
“union” thugs , th e i r  dem and  fo r  
electric fa n s  w as  g ran ted  a f t e r  
a  fou r-hou r  w ork  stoppage. This 
w as followed by an o th e r  s tr ike

SWP Candidates Hit 
Boss-Gangster Tieups

NEW  YORK, Aug. 15 —  Sweatshop wages and con­
ditions in New York were denounced today by four So­
cialist Workers Party candidates for city offices. The 
fou r  a re  Joyce Cowley for May-

people.

W hile employed by  C entury  
B ro the rs  in Brooklyn, Miss Nunez

th e i r  gangs te r-r idden  union.

troub le .” he led the  shop ou t on 
str ike .

T h rough  th e  cooperation of 
the  boss, th u g s  and the  police 
the  s t r ik e  w as  broken  a f te r  a  
few  hours . Mr. Montaldo w as 
escorted aw ay  from  the p rem ises  
by  a  police se rgean t.

Shortly  th e re a f te r ,  Mr. Mon­
taldo go t a  job a t  the  Del Pen 
Co. When th u g  Isoli tr ied  r e ­
p e a t in g  his “o rgan iza tion” of 
the  shop by hand ing  ou t cards 
in collusion w ith  the employer, 
Mr. M ontaldo shouted  to th e  
w orkers, “ Don’t  le t  anyone sign 
those ca rds .” The w orkers  h it 
the bricks c a rry in g  p icket signs

or, L illian Kiezel fo r P res iden t 
of the City Council, M orris  
Zuckoff fo r C om ptroller, and  
Alvin Berm an for Borough P re s ­
ident o f  Brooklyn. T he ir  full 
s ta te m e n t  follows.

“ We ¡believe th a t  the  en t ire  
w ork ing  c lass  in New York city 
h a s  an  u rg e n t  ta sk  to perfo rm  
in help ing  low-paid P u er to  R ican 
and  N eg ro  w o rk e rs  to organize 
effectively  a g a in s t  the  in to le ra ­
ble conditions an d  w ag es  forced 
upon them  toy th e  alliance of em­
ployers  an d  ra c k e te e rs  in this 
city,

“T he p re se n t  h ea r in g s  be fo re  
the  S e n a te  labor-probe com m it­
tee  have caused  much public ity  
to  cen te r  around  th is  problem. 
B u t  we w a rn  th a t  the  com m ittee  
canno t ,  and  does no t in tend to 
help  the  w orke rs  f ig h t  fo r  h ig h ­
e r  w ages  and  o rg an iza tion  in 
the ir  own in te res ts .  The purpose  
of the  com m ittee  is to provide 
an  a tm osphere  in w hich  the  la ­
b o r  m ovem ent g enera l ly  can  be 
s landered  and  m  which an t i- la ­
bor leg is la tion  can  be passed  in 
Congress .

“ The p rob lem s of the  low-paid 
w orke rs  w ill no t be  solved by 
th e  p re se n t  c ity  adm in is tra tion , 
e i ther.  I n  the  g la re  of the  pub­
licity a ro u n d  the  S e n a te  h e a r ­
ings  —  w here som e testim ony 
l inked ,  c i ty  off ic ia ls  w ith  the 
em ployer - r a c k e te e r  a lliance — 
M ayor W ag n e r  has  announced 
th e  fo rm a tion  of a com m ittee 
composed of re p re sen ta t iv e s  of 
labor and  industry ,  city officials 
and  m em bers of the  P uer to  R ic ­
a n  L abo r D e p a r tm e n t  here to 
deal w ith  the  problem.

W A G N E R ’S RECORD

“The value  of such announce­
m e n ts  can ¡be judged  toy the rec­
ord. Well over a  y e a r  ago, the 
’cdm iniistration announced  w ith  
f a n fa re  th a t  i t  w a s  coopera ting  
w th  the  AFL-CIO  in  an inves ti ­
ga t ion  of th is  v e ry  sam e prob­
lem. B u t no action w as taken

a g a in s t  the ra ck e tee rs  or the 
em ployers . On the  con tra ry ,  in 
severa l  in s tances  w h e re  Pue rto  
R ican and  ¡Negro w o rk e rs  them ­
selves w e n t  ou t on  s tr ike  ag a in s t  
pompanies op e ra t in g  in> collusion 
w ith  racke tee rs ,  the  c ity  police 
ousted  th e m  f ro m  ¡buildings ’and  
lim ited  th e ir  p icke t lines, the  
city  w e lfa re  agency  re fused1 them  
aid  and  even forced  o th e r  w o rk ­
ers  on the  re l ie f  ro le s  to a c t  as 
s t r ik e b reak e rs ,  and  the  city  is ­
sued licenses to  em ploym ent 
agencies  w hich  recru ited  more 
s t r ik e b reak ers .

“ In  a few  ins tances , the  work­
e rs  have  neverthe less  won str ikes , 
w i th  s u p p o r t  l r o m  the  official 
labor m ovem ent. I t  is ou r  con­
vic tion th a t  the  super-exploitu- 
tion of N eg ro  and  P u e r to  Rican 
w o rk e rs  in N ew  Y ork City can 
be elim inated  only if  these  work­
e rs  succeed in  o rgan iz ing  th e m ­
selves. F o r  th is  they  need  the  
back ing  of the  e n t ire  labor 
m ovem ent.

O F F E R  PROGRAM

“ W ith  th is  in mind, we subm it 
t h a t  a  c i ty  adm in is tra t io n  wnicn 
w as  ser ious ab o u t  e lim ina ting  
th is  exp lo ita tion  would a c t  as 
follows:

“ G ran t  au tom atic  fu ll unem ­
p loym ent or w e lia re  re lie f  to all 
w o rke rs  who s t r ik e  a g a in s t  the 
em ployer r a c k e t e e r  alliance. 
P ro te c t  the  u n re s tr ic ted  r i g h t  to 
p icket toy such w orkers .

“T u rn  the  fac ilities o f  the  city 
rad io  s ta tion ,  WNYC, over to 
com m ittees  of w o rk e rs  who a re  
on s t r ik e  o r  a t te m p t in g  to  o r ­
gan ize  so t h a t  they can keep the 
g la re  of publicity  on the  condi­
tions which prevail am ong  the 
low-paid w o rk e rs  in th is  city.

“R efuse to license employment 
agency  sha rk s ,  em ployers to be 
required  to h ire  w orke rs  th rough  
non-d iserim inato ry , f r e e  em ploy ­
m e n t  offices i or th rough  dem o­
c ra t ica l ly  contro lled  union h ir ­
ing  hails  w here  they ex is t  ”

read in g ,  “ R A C K E T E E R  LOCALS 
W hen a Dio th u g  w arned Miss M U ST B E D EST R O Y E D .” The 

Nunez, “ You’ll be so r ry ,” she s tr ike  forced decertif ication  of
Of E nvironm enta l  becam e a  m em ber of J o h n n y I “ 'A “No vou’ll be n  , , h t  , T  V r t „„„i t U o  1 s n a P P e d  back No, you u  be iDio’s local and Local No. 484,

S anita tion  here  h a s  condemned a  five-unit dwelling in P*®’3 250 the Allied s o r ry .» Miss N unez and he r  fel 
one of the  oldest sections o f  th e  city  as  u n f i t  fo r  h u m an  ' np *  r '-" -

New York 
Encampment

the
has

T h e  N ew  Y ork Local of 

Socia lis t  W orkers  P a r ty  
reserved  th e  facilities of beau ­

t i fu l  M ountain  Spring  Camp in 
W ash ing ton , N . J .  fo r  the

Labor Day Week-End

Aug. 30 through Sept. 2

S peakers  fo r  th e  w eek-end:

JO Y C E  COW LEY, w r i te r  for 
th e  M ili tan t and Socialist 
W orkers  P a r ty  candidate  fo r  
M ayor of New York.

R O N A L D  JO N E S , N egro  lee- 
tu r e r  and  educa to r  who will 
g ive  a  f i r s t  hand  re p o r t  on 
th e  T uskegee  events.

T IM  W O H L FO R T H , leading 
m em ber of Left W ing Caucus 
o f  the  Young Socialist League.

S P E C IA L  E V E N T : Folk s ing ­
in g  and  Folk dancing led by 
th e  F o lks ing  Group.

F o r  fu r th e r  in fo rm ation  
o r  reserva tions ,  w r ite :

N ew  York Local 
Soc ia lis t  W orkers  P a r ty

116 U nivers ity  P lace

New  Y ork 3, N . Y.

—  P hone: A L  5-7S52 —

habitation .
The wooden fram e , th ree-s to ry  

te n e m e n t  is “ a t  le as t  100 y ears  
old” according to  Eric  W. Mood, 
d irec to r  of the  bureau . The 
Columbus Avenue a re a  in  which 
i t  is s i tua ted  abounds in 100- 
year-old buildings in which a 
la rge  section of the  papulation  
is forced to live and  w ork  in 
co ns tan t d a n g e r  to life and 
hea l th  f ro m  f ire s  and lack of 
san ita tion .

Two th ings have  caused th is  
p a r t icu la r  case to h igh ligh t the 
conditions in these anc ien t slums 
which a re  a  p a r t  of every New

has been given 30 days to s t a r t  
re p a i rs  before “fina l proceedings 
a re  launched.” T hus i t  is am ply  
ap p a re n t  t h a t  local landlords 
need no t f e a r  th a t  city au tho rit ie s  
a re  abou t to  in te r fe re  w ith  the 
lush  p ro f i ts  f ro m  re n t in g  such 
buildings.

L a s t  w in te r, 15 g a rm e n t  w ork ­
ers w ere  killed in a  fac to ry  loft 
f i re  in an o th e r  100-year-old 
building here . T h a t  w as follow­
ed by a l l  k inds of official 
prom ises of p reven ta tive  action, 
which have come to nothing.
A ctually ,  only by raz in g  and  

E ngland indus tria l city. One in I com pletely  rebu ild ing  v a s t  see ­
the  f a c t  t h a t  one of these t inder  
boxes f ina lly  g o t  condemned, 
which is unusual enough in i t ­
self. T h e  o th e r  is  th a t  records 
indicate t h a t  in the  Civil W ar  
th is  p a r t icu la r  building w as a l ­
ready  being used as a ba rracks  
fo r  U nion troops.

T he b u reau ’s re p o r t  claims th a t  
the  w alls  a re  ou t of plumb, the  
chim ney is  a lm o s t re ad y  to come 
down, and  the  porches and s t a i r ­
w ays  a re  unsafe , n o t to  m ention 
th e  condition of th e  p lum bing 
and  w iring . In  sp i te  o f  the  
obvious need to  demolish and  r e ­
place th is  f i re  t rap ,  th e  ow ner

Calendar 
Of Events

New York Youth
Y oung Socia lis t F orum , Tues., 

Aug. 20, 8:15 P.M., “T he Chinese 
Revolution.” Speaker  J im  Lamb 
of th e  A m erican  Y outh  fo r  So­
cialism. Adelphi Hall, 74 F if th  
Ave. (n e a r  14th S t.) .  C ontribu ­

tion : 50 cents. 25 cents fo r  s tu ­

dents.

W est Coast
The W est  C oast V acation 

School (30 miles from  Los A n ­

geles) will be he ld  from  Aug. 31 

th ro u g h  ¡Sept. 8. F o r  in form ation  

and  re se rva tions  w rite :  W est

C oast V acation  School, 1702 E. 

4th S tree t,  Los Angeles 33, 

Calif., or phone: AN 0-4963 or 

NJO 3-0387.

tions of N ew  E n g lan d  cities, 
c an  these  conditions be cor­
rec ted . T h is  would be a vas t  
undertak ing , b u t  i t  could be ac ­
complished if th e  billions now 
being sp en t  on w ar  w ere tu rned  
to  meet th e  needs of th e  people.

IU E , is a t  p re sen t  the  ba rga in ing  
agen t .

The role of the  liberal W ag n er  
adm in is tra tion  w as m ade clear in

In d u s tr ia l  W orkers. Two of Dio s jow w orkers  th ro u g h  a  courage- 
goons an d  h e r  boss called a ' ous « five-m inute” s tr ike  won an 
m eeting  of the  w orkers  in the  j N LR B  election> The re su lts  _  
shop and  inform ed them  th a t  Local N o 485( , UE( 106 votes; 

they would e , th e r  ,o ,n  the  e n „ „  „ „  v„ „ ,  ^  c.tho lie

T rade  Unions. W hile poin ting
to be paid ag a in  upon be ing ' M ario  M ontando w as  a  $6U-a- o u t how d ifficu lt i t  is to  oust
recalled  f ro m  lay-offs)  and w eek fo rem an a t  the  Miro Pen  ra ck e tee r in g  locals, Mr. MacNil'f

' Co. F o r ty - f iv e . percen t of t h e 1 gave  specific exam ples of col-
w orke rs  w ere  Puerto  Rican and lusion between city agencies and

. . .  sw om  testim ony of John  M acN iff 
, ,, . no union, one vote; Johnny  Dio s t u„

or be fired. T hey  pa id  an  in i t i a -1 local> zero votes. i o f  t  e
t ion  fee  of $15 to  $20 (th is  had |

Mario M ontando w as  a  $60-a-

weekly dues of $1jOO.
In  addition to  a  p a l try  ra ise  ., , ,  .... . , ,  . , ,

f rom  $36 to $38 week they  go t the  balance w ere  Negro. N inety  rack e tee r in g  s tr ikebreakers .
- •- * p e rc e n t  of the  w orkers  g o t  lessj F o r  instance, M acN iff pointed

th a n  $1.00 an hour. One day ou4i to  th is  day the  New York 
J am es  Isoli handed o u t  union 
cards and  announced “T h e re ’s a 
union.

a  con trac t  t h a t  they  w ere never 
allowed to see until one of the 
w orkers  seized i t  f rom  a  thug  
th a t  w as  v is it ing  th e  p la n t  to 
collect his pay-off. T he  “con­
t r a c t ” had m any  provisions 
inked out. The one-year du ra tion  
had been changed to two. T here  
w as no seniority  clause and the 
em ployer could lay -o ff  and 
discipline the  w orkers  a t  his 
own whim.

The w ork ing  conditions in 
th is  “union” shop w e re  bad

' C i t y  License Commissioner

The boss’ favo r ites  w ere  
ex em p t f ro m  p ay ing  dues  or 
in itia tion  fees. No m eetings were 
held and  sw eatshop  conditions 
w ere  frozen  by th e  “c o n trac t” 
t h a t  w as  unavailab le  fo r  ex­
am ination . W hen the  boss told 
Mr. Montaldo th a t  he m u s t  “f ire  
th e  s m a r t  people who make

g ra n t s  licenses to  E m ploym ent 

agencies t h a t  supply scabs for 

these  s tr ike s .  M acN iff  also 

te stif ied  th a t  a t  le as t  on one 
occasion ag e n ts1 o f  th e  c i ty ’s  

W elfa re  D ep ar tm en t escorted 
home-relief app lican ts  th ro u g h  

p icket lines to  act a s  scabs 
ag a in s t  th e ir  own people.

... Ohio Taft-Hartley Case
(Continued from page 1)

and o th e rs  a s  de fendan ts  in a 
conspiracy cha rge  under  the 
T a f t -H a r t l e y  law.

T H R E A T  TO A LL LABOR
The broad, genera l and  vague 

te rm s  of the  ind ic tm en t th r e a t ­
ened the e n t ire  labor movement. 
I t  in troduced a  device fo r  p e r ­
secu ting  any  tr a d e  union leader, 
es tab lish ing  g u il t  Iby association 
r a t h e r  than  toy proof of overt 
acts.

¡But now i t  ap p ea rs  the  gov­
e rn m en t  overreached  itself. The 
case  t h a t  w as  to provide a new 
weapon fo r  a t ta c k in g  unionists 
m ay s e t  a  v e ry  d if fe ren t  kind of 
p recedent. I t  m ay  re su l t  in a s e t ­
back fo r  the  Ju s t ic e  D epartm en t 
t h a t  will check the  untondlcd a t ­
te m p t to  houscbreak  unions by 
d ic ta t ing  w h a t  k ind  of officers 
they  can select.

To help  a ssu re  com peten t le ­
gal defense, con tribu tions should 
be sen t  to the following:

F o r  the  th ree  unionists, F red  
and  M arie H ang  and  Eric  Rcin-

tha le r ,  to  Tom D egnan, T re a s ­
ure r ,  R-H D efense Fund, 1205 
Superio r  Ave., Cleveland, Ohio.

F o r  o th e r  defendan ts ,  to the 
C om m ittee  fo r T a f t -H a r t le y  De­
fendan ts ,  2011 E. 105 St., Room 
202, C leveland 6, Ohio.

New York 
Young Socialist 

Forum
F o u r th  fo rum  in series 

“The Chinese Revolution”

S peaker :  J im  Lamb
(A m erican  Y outh  fo r  Socialism)
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COPS, CURFEWS AND NEW YORK TEENAGERS
By Joyce Cowley

Socialis t W orkers  P a r ty  

C andidate  fo r  M ayor of New York

After a ten day period in wjtich three youths were 
killed in gang figh ts  and a number of persons seriously in­
jured, New York’s 23,000 policemen were on special alert. 
Six hundred  rookie cops w ere a s -® - ;
signed to a  special n igh t pa tro l 
in dangerous  neighborhoods. 
S ta te  Youth Commission o ff i ­
cials held conferences w ith Gov­
e rn o r  H a rr im a n  and city officials 
in  an e ffo r t  to  head o ff  fu r th e r  
o u tb reaks  of teen -age  violence.

T h is  sounds like an em erg en ­
cy, bu t A r th u r  J .  Rogers, d irec­
to r of the  Y outh  B oard’s gang  
pro jec t, says  i t ’s  ju s t  the  usual 
su m m er  problem which regu la r ly  
follows the  close of school and 
continues th ro u g h o u t  the  v aca ­
tion period. He points ou t th a t  
lack of funds  fo rces m os t com­
m unity  ce n te rs  and  se t t lem en ts  
to  close down on w eekends, when 
they  a re  m o s t  in dem and. Oth­
e r s  close th e i r  doors fo r  the en ­
t i re  m on ths  of Ju ly  and  A ugust. 
Bored te en -ag e rs  roam  the  hot 
c ity  s t re e ts  and  th is  inevitably 
re su lts  in an in tensifica tion  of 
g a n g  hostilities.

T he  problem is not new but the 
n ew sp ap ers  s t i l l  consider i t  good 
copy. In  headlines tw o inches

high they a re  denouncing young 
punks and hoodlums and  calling 
fo r  a ge t tough policy. T he usual 
proposals  have been m ade: more 
cops, a teen-age  curfew , laws to 
punish  the  pailents of delin ­
quents.

Public officials, who h a v e  
failed conspicuously in th e ir  e f ­
fo r t s  to cheek the  s teady  rise  of 
juvenile  crime, n a tu ra l ly  don’t 
like to  fee l t h a t  i t  is the ir  r e ­
sponsib ility . I t ’s the p a re n ts  who 
a re  t o : blame! P a re n t s  should 
bea t  th e ir  ch ildren  m ore  f r e ­
quently . P a re n t s  of juvenile  of­
fenders  should ¡be heavily  fined, 
or b e t te r  yet, s e n t  to ja il.

Since the  dem and to punish 
p a re n ts  h a s  ibeen ra ised  by' New 
Y ork city officials, spokesmen 
fo r  the  police d e p a r tm e n t  and 
editoria l w r i te rs  in the daily 
press, it  is of some in te re s t  to 
review w h a t  happened in the 
c i t ie s  t/hal did pass  legisla tion  
to  fine  and  ja il  p a ren ts .  The 
un iversa l conclusion, even of

those who orig inally  advocated  
th e  laws, is t h a t  t h e y  have 
com pletely failed to check juve ­
nile delinquency'. In  fac t ,  leg is ­
la tion  of th is  t y p e  h a s  a g g ra ­
v a ted  the  s i tua tion .

E F F E C T  O F LAW S

A bout six  m onths ago  in the 
New Y ork H era ld  T ribune  John 
and J u n e  Robbins gave  a com­
prehensive rep o r t  on the  e f fec t  
of these  laws in communities 
th roughou t th e  country :

“ Bad parent-child  re lationships 
. . . too o ften  become even worse 
th a n  before. In G eorgia  we 
learned w here  m others  and  f a th ­
e rs  went home from co u r t  in a 
ra g e  a f t e r  pay ing  heavy fines 
and  beat up the ir  ch i ld ren  so 
badly they  w ere  all back in court 
aga in  the nex t w eek!”

In  a T exas court, a judge who 
re leased  a  f a th e r  a f t e r  a  two- 
day' sentence said hopefully: “ We 
t r u s t  th is  lesson will teach you 
to  keep y o u r  child from  runn ing  
with young  hoodlum s.”

“ Don’t  w orry , judge ,” the 
fa th e r  said, “w hen  I g e t  th rough  
w ith  him he w on’t  even be able 
to w a lk !”

In  a mood of revenge, children 
have used the law a g a in s t  the ir  
p a ren ts .  A  Missouri m other 
com plained to  th e  co u r t :  

“W hen I  tell my son to  s tay

home, he says  t h a t  if  I don’t  let 
him  alone h e ’ll do som eth ing  so 
bad y o u ’ll send m e to  ja il .”

These laws no t only b ring  su f ­
fe r in g  to  the  delinquents and 
th e ir  p a ren ts .  O ther, non-delin ­
quen t children in the  fam ily  are  
“ deprived of th e i r  p a re n ts ’ eco­
nomic su p p o r t” — i.e., t h e y  a re  
Iboarded o u t in fo s te r  homes or 
placed in ins ti tu tions.

In  D ayton, Ohio, a  law of this 
ty p e  w as  abondoned a f t e r  ten 
years .  Domestic ¡Relations C ourt 
Ju d g e  P au l W. A lexander  told 
why:

“ In the  nam e of jus tice  we did 
some te rr ib le  th ings. We broke 
up homes, took people’s em erg en ­
cy sav ings away, caused children 
to become public cha rges .”

V ICIOUS C IRCLE
I began to visualize the  e ffec t 

of a  pun ish -the -paren ts  law  in 
New York City. The new police­
men added to the  force will a r ­
r e s t  p a ren ts .  Then th e y ’ll have 
to se t  u p  com m unity k itchens to 
feed  the  p a ren t le s s  kids. This 
will re s u l t  in even more delin ­
quency and  we will again  have 
to hire new cops, who will a r r e s t  
more pa ren ts .  More com m unity  
k itchens will be needed, etc.

T he  N ew  York Times, no t 
com pletely in a g reem en t  w ith  
th is  “b la m e - th e -p a re n t” theory,

po in ts  to the  role of the neighbor­
hood.

“ Most of these  cr im es  have oc­
curred  in economically underp r iv ­
ileged neighborhood a re a s ” —  a 
polite phrase  fo r  slum s— “tha t 
a re  poverty-ridden, filled with 
broken  homes, alcoholics and 
work ing  p a re n ts  who have no 
tim e  for the ir  children. The chil­
dren  m irro r  the  neighborhood in 
which they live.”

T h ey  conclude th a t  an ideal so­
lution would be to e lim inate  the 
“ so-called t o a d  neighborhoods.”
Ideal bu t— “ since the c i ty ’s hous ­
ing p a t te rn  is a long  racial and 
socio-economic lines, a t  leas t fo r 
the  p resen t,  th is  ap p ea rs  an im ­
practica l so lu tion .”

In  p ia in  E n g l i s h -  they  mean j  neighborhood areas ,  
t h a t  i t ’s N eg roes  a n d  P uer to  rem edies c o s t  too 
R icans and  o t h e r  badly paid 
w orke rs  who live in the  “toad” 
neighborhoods, and  the re  isn’t 
much you can  do ab o u t  it. Move 
the  slum children to  P a rk  A ve­
n u e?  T h a t  w ou ldn 't  f i t  in to  the 
“ racial and  socio-economic” p a t ­
te rn  of our housing.

T H E R E ’S NO MONEY

The T im es concedes t h a t  new 
housing, rec rea tiona l facilities 
and schools would b ring  about a 
rem ark ab le  im provem ent in the 
bad neighborhoods and  calls th is  
a  “ s tep  in  the  r ig h t  d irection .”

N o t a prac tica l step, of course, 
because th e re  is no money for 
housing  and  schools. T here  isn’t 
even money fo r  the  limited im ­
m edia te  p roposals  made by the 
Y outh  Board at recent con fe r ­
ences. S ta te  and  city officials a rc  
g rea t ly  concerned abou t the 
problem b u t  they  »have given no 
indication  th a t  they would p ro ­
vide any  cash.

These officials a r e n ’t  really 
in te re s te d  in help ing  troubled 
youth , on e i th e r  a  sh o r t- te rm  or 
long-term  basis. I t ’s no t a p ro f ­
itab le  u n d e r ta k in g  for the  men 
they  serve, the  landlords and 
em ployers who m ake millions out 
of th e  m isery  and* degrada t ion  
of “economically underpriv ileged  

Im m edia te  
much and 

th e y ’re fu tile , anyw ay. As for 
m easures  th a t  s t r ik e  a t  tiie roots 
of juven ile  crime, anyone who 
w a n ts  to  e l im ina te  i t  will have 
to  s t a r t  by e l im ina ting  both the 
p ro f i te e rs  and  th e i r  political 
spokesmen.

T h is  is  a iob for the  w orking 
people of New York who really 
c a re  about a b e t te r  life for the ir  
childrqn. Once they place the ir 
own rep re sen ta t iv e s  in office, 
money for d e c e n t  housing, 
schools and all the  o th e r  facili­
t ie s  our children need will come 
f i rs t .


