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Stop the Nuclear Tests!
A n E d ito ria l

The world-w ide demand to stop nuclear 
bomb testa, raised by scientists o f un im ­
peachable a u th o rity  and tens o f m illions 
o f people, has ru n  in to  one sta ll a fte r  an­
other. The fa te fu l issue threatens to be­
come buried in the quagm ire o f diplomacy 
and doubletalk.

I t  is am ply clear th a t a t the very least 
there is grave doubt aboi}.t W ashington ’s 
assurances th a t a ll is well, th a t a “ clean”  
bomb has “ p rac tica lly ”  been discovered, 
th a t i t  w ill be “ v ir tu a lly ”  free o f deadly 
rad ioactive fa llou t, th a t i t  “ appears”  there 
is no r isk  involved in  continued tests.

A re  we to take the word o f the brass 
hats on.a question th a t involves the fa te  
o f the human race? Or are we to heed 
the advice o f scientists o f in te rna tion a l 
renown, like  A lb e rt Schweitzer, who te ll 
u.s in fo r th r ig h t  term s th a t to  continue 
the tests inv ites d isaster not only fo r  our 
generation bu t fo r countless generations 
to come?

We socialists have never believed th a t 
d isarm am ent was the solution to the con­
s tan t th rea t o f w ar in our epoch. We have 
said th a t the w ork ing  class m ust destroy 
capita lism , the social system th a t breeds 
war. When the w ork ing  class takes p o lit i­
cal power, then, and only then, w ill we 
be able to establish a w orld  society free 
o f the causes o f war.

We don’t  say th a t stopping nuclear bomb 
tests is a panacea fo r  war. I f  capita lism  
is allowed to continue, i t  w ill inev itab ly  
plunge the w orld in to  an atom ic holocaust.

B u t the mass demands to stop nuclear 
tests, and the sober w a rn ing  o f devoted 
scientists, are an en tire ly  d iffe re n t th in g  
than  the cynical maneuverings o f w ar 
mongers who screen th e ir  w ar prepara­
tions w ith  the  camouflage o f a d isarm a­
ment conference table.

The popular demand to  stop the teats 
poses the question: who should make the 
decision? We answer: L e t the people
themselves decide by referendum vo te !

The governm ent claims th a t scientists 
are divided on how dangerous the tests 
are. I f  a ll the facts were pu t before the 
people, i f  a ll the testim ony were debated, 
the  good judgm ent o f the Am erican peo­
ple, expressed th rough a democratic vote, 
would be in f in ite ly  more tru s tw o rth y  
than the opinion o f professional m ilita r ­
ists or Republican and Dem ocratic p o lit i­
cians.

M ost im po rtan t o f a l l : i f  the issue is 
taken to the people and decided by the 
people, i t  would establish a basic p r in c i­
ple th a t would indeed lead to the aboli­
tion o f war.

I t  Would establish the princ ip le  o f ta k ­
ing the power to decide such life-and- 
death questions out o f the hands o f the 
cap ita lis t class and its  po litica l serv ito rs 
and placing th is  power in  the hands of 
the people who have no in te res t in m ak­
ing war, who do not w ant to exp lo it any­
one, conquer anyone, ru le  over anyone —  
and who genuinely w an t a w orld  o f 
brotherhood and peace.

Senate Cuts the Heart 
Out of Civil-Rights Bill
Who Really Organized 
Assassination of Armas

By Fred Halstead (•>'
Ju ly  30— Colonel Carlos Cas­

t i l lo  A rm as, d ic ta to r-p res iden t
o f Guatemala, was shot to  death 
Ju ly  26 by one o f his own guards. 
The vice president, Lu is  Gon­
zales Lopez, a w ealthy real
estate dealer, was sw orn in  as
p rov is iona l president the next 
m orn ing  and im m edia te ly  de­
creed a “ s tate o f siege”  p u ttin g  
the en tire  country under con tro l 
o f the A rm y . T h is  makes Col. 
F rancisco O liva, M in is te r o f De- 
fe nse, the rea l ru le r o f the coun­
try ,  a t least u n til m a rtia l law is 
lifte d .

A  governm ent s ta tem ent is ­
sued a few  hours a lte r  the slay- 
in g  claimed th a t the guard, Ro- 
meo Sanchez Vazquez, who was 
in his ea rly  twenties, com m itted 
su ic ide w ith  his own r if le  afte r  
hav ing  used i t  on C astillo  A nnas 
as the la tte r  entered the palace 
d ih ing  room. I t  also claim ed th a t 
documents in  his pe lsonal ef - 
le c ts  “ p ro v e d ’ tn a t the assassin 
was a "C om m unis t,”  a itnough no 
details  were given.

L a te r i t  appeared th a t these 
documents consisted o f a hand­
w r it te n  d ia ry  and som e corre­
spondence w ith  a staf f  m em ber 
o f Radio Moscow’s L a tin  A m er­
ican bureau. In  the ‘ ‘d ia ry ”  t he 
guard  reported ly  desc rib ed h im ­
se lf as a “ s p ir itu a lis t , ' re fe rred  
to the  .Soviet system as f i rs t 
class socia lism ,”  and also as "a  
parody o f tru e  com m unism .”

Liberal Democrats Run 
Interference for Racists 
Against Vote Protection

By George Lavan 
AUG. 2 —  By a vote of 51 - 42 late last night the Sen­

ate cut the heart out of the already feeble civil-rights 
bill. This was done by passage of a ju ry -tria l amendment 
to  w hat had been the r ig h t- to -

When police tr ie d  to break up 
the dem onstration the women 
shouted “ assassins!”  Troops were 
summoned and a f ire  tru c k  be- 
gan hosing the women w ith  pow- 
e i'fu l stream s o f w a te r. Thou­
sands o f people w a tch ing  ap-

vote section o f the b ill.  T r ia l by 
ju ry  in  the Deep South assures 
a cq u itta l to  any w h ite  o ff ic ia l 
o r W h ite  C itizens Council mem­
ber p reven ting  Negroes from  
vo ting . O f the 51 senators who 
plunged th e ir  knives in to  the 
b il l ’s a lready bleeding body 39 
were Dem ocrats and 12 Repub­
licans. O f the 48 Dem ocrats in  
the Senate on ly n in e voted in 
defense o f Negroes’ vo ting  
r ig h ts !

The open be traya l o f c iv il 
r ig h ts  by the m a jo ii ty  o f lib ­
e ra l Dem ocrats was para lle led  
'by the action of the totp bureau­
cra ts  o f 12 r a ilw a y  unions, who 
sent te legram s ca llin g  fo r  pas­
sage o f the amendment.

F o r  several days the D ix ie ­
c ra ts  s ta lled  o f f  Republican lead­
e r K now land ’s requests fo r  a 
vote 'because they had not as ye t 
lined up a m a jo r ity .  The sw ing- 
over o f lib e ra l D em ocrat Jack ­
son o f W ash ing ton to th e ir  side 
s igna lized th a t a deal had been 
w orked out. W hat a group of 
libe ra l Dem ocrats needed was a 
f ig  le a f to cover the nakedness 
o f such a sell-out.

The f ig  le a f was provided by

ia clause th a t fede ra l ju r ie s  in  
the South could no longer be li ly -  
w h ite . B u t th is  t in y  concession 
w eighs l i t t le  in  the scales 
aga ins t the destruction  o f the 
v o tin g -r ig h ts  section. Southern 
o ffic ia ls  can r ig  ju ry  p anels so 
th a t ou t o f 100 talesmen one or 
two are N egro . These caa be 
preven ted fro m  ever ac tu a lly  s it ­
t in g  on a ju r y  by  pe rem pto ry  
challenges. I f  fo r  show a N e­
g ro  were pe rm itte d  to en ter 
a  h ith e rto  l i ly -w h ite  ju ry  box, 
he would have to be reckless­
ly  brave to hold ou t fo r  a con­
v ic tion  aga inst the w h ite  ju ro r s. 
F o r economic ru in  o r phys ical 
violence w ould m ost liK e iy  be tne 
consequence. M oreover, a ll th a t 
he could accom plish would be to 
deadlock the ju r y  so th a t th e 
case w ou ld  e ith e r be dropped or 
a new ju r y  would acquit.

W h a t rem ains o f the c iv il-  
r ig h ts  b i l l w i l l  now have smooth 
s a ilin g  th rou gh  the Senate. 
There  w il l  be no f ilib u s te r . W hat 
use w ou ld  i t  serve ? The D ix ie ­
c ra ts  and th e ir  N o rth e rn  a llies 
have ju s t  won a resounding v ic ­
to ry  fo r  J im  Crow.

AUG. 1 —  Sent to Congress w ith  but a few  so ft teeth 
in its  head, the a d m in is tra tio n ’s c iv il- r ig h ts  b ill is now 
faced w ith  the danger o f having its  very last too th  yanked
out. --------------- ‘---------------------------------------------

w orkers and students who c r i t i ­
cized the B a tis ta  regim e. In  the 
m ountains o f O rien te province, 
g u e rr il la  w a rfa re  . w r. s being- 
waged aga ins t the d ic ta torsh ip .

In  Havana, also on J u ly  31, 
police broke up a dem onstration . 
o f  100 lawyers w ith  the use o f  
clubs and g u n fire . The law yers  
gathered in the Vedado res ide n - 
t ia l section a t noon to pro test 
the to r tu re  o f p o litica l prisoners 
by Colonel Ugalde C a rillo , ch ie f 
o f the Isle o f Pines Prison. About

Negroes f r o m  vo tin g  would 
mean au tom atic  acqu itta ls . P re­
cisely because th is  is so South­
ern senators are dem anding pas­
sage o f a ju r y - t r ia l  amendment. 
Th is  amendment was introduced 
by three libera ] Dem ocrats—  
O’Mahoney (W y o .), Church ( Id a ­
ho) and K e fauver (T enn .). Thus 
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First Trotskyists Get Entry Into USSR, China; E. Europe

T ro tsky is ts  v is it in g  the  UiSS'R 
w ith  the consent o f the Soviet 
governm ent since the consolida­
tio n  o f S ta lin ’s power sonic 30 
years ago.

The L:inka Samasamsja P a rty  
(LSS P ) is the la rges t w ork ing - 
class p a r ty  in Ceylon. I t  is also 
the oldest po litica l p a rty  in the 
country , having-been founded in 
1932 as a section o f the revo lu­
tio n a ry  soc ia lis t in te rna tiona l 
movement. I t  was the only p a rty  
in  Ceylon to f ig h t  fo r  na tional 
independence d u rin g  W orld  W ar 
J'l. The LSSP played the ic  d ing 
role in II'C A ug ust 1953 ha rta l 
(general s tr ik e ) fo r  h.'gher l iv ­
in g  standards. The p a rty  has 
elected num erous representatives 
to  c ity  and v illag e  councils as 
well as to t ’.e  Ceylon p a r lia ­
ment.

W h ile  those T ro tsky is ts  Who 
v is ite d  the Soviet U n ion did so 
;i's mem'bc 's o f the broader p a r­
liam en ta ry delegation from  Cey­
lon. those vi s it in g  China did so 
as a delegation from  the LSSP 
its e lf  upon in v ita t io n  o f the Chi-

G. W illiu m . R obert Gunawarde 
Jia pa rtic ip a te d  in both delega- 
tions and. also v is ited  Czechoslo­
vakia .

The delegation to  the U.SSR 
a rrive d  by plane in Tashkerit, 
cap ita l o f the central- Asian So­
v ie t Republic o f Uslbek,. las t 
A p r i l 2)1, spending three days 
there. They v is ite d  the Usbek 
Academ y- o f Sciences, a collec­
tive  fa rm  and one of the w o rld ’s 
la rge s t te x tile  fac to ries . A t a 
celebration in  Tashkent o f Re­
n in ’s b irthday. Colvin R. dc S ilva 
made a speech on the li fe  of 
Repin, which was trans la ted  in to  
Russian. It was well-received bv

V. I.  Len in  who has a lw ays been 
an in sp ira tion  to us in thc s tru g ­
gle to ove rth row  im p e ria lis t pow ­
er and c a p ita lis t ru le  and fo r  
the establishm ent o f a W orkers 
and Peasant's governm ent in Cey­
lon.”

v ia  and Byelo-Russia and the 
o ther go ing South to A zerba ijan .

The p a rty  de legation to China 
a rrived  in P eking in the m iddle

s truc tion  and cooperative fa rm ­
in g  in  China.

They spent one whole day dis 
cussing w ith  M ao Tse-Tung

Racists Assault Negro 
Picnickers in Chicago

By John Travis
CHICAGO. Ju ly  30 —  A  wave o f rac is t te rro r  th a t 

has gripped Chicago was clim axed last Sunday when 100 
guests and members o f the Bodines Social C lub were 
stoned, shoved and attacked b y

to  a rre s t the hoodlums,”  reports  
the J u ly  29 Chicago D a ily  De-

What I Saw on My Visit to the Soviet Union
By Colvin R. de Silva

I  see th a t both the Capitalist 
press and the S talin ists  are w or­
ried about our visit to  the U SS R . 
I  can understand th e ir w orry .

A f te r  a ll, the Soviet a u th o ri­
ties knew well th a t I am a T ro ts - 
k y is t. Neverthe less, they pu t 
me on the Moscow rad io three 
tim es; tw ice in broadcasts to 
South E ast Asia and once to 
g ive a message of greetings to 
the Soviet people themselves. On 
th is  la s t occasion they also made 
me appear on th e ir  te levision

fender.
The N  e g  r  o p icn ickers a t­

tem pted to conduct women and 
ch ildren to th e ir  cars before meet- 
in g  th e ir  attackers. A bou t th ir ty  
persons were in ju re d , and about 
tw e n ty -fiv e  autom obiles dam­
aged a t th is  p icnic grove in C a ­
lu m e t Park on the South East 
Side o f Chicago. The previous 
Sunday a s im ila r vicious attack 
occurred aga ins t a group o f 75

From  T ashken t the delegation 
fle w  by je t  to Moscow where 
they discussed w ith  Soviet p a r­
liam en ta ry  o ffic ia ls . Colvin R. de 
S ilva  appeared on a television 
program  there and the LSSP sec­
tio n  o f the delegation placed a 
red w rea th  on L e n in ’s tomb 
w hich read; “ To th e m em ory of

v ie t Union was (bound to make 
me abandon m y T ro ts k y is t views. 
These people must indeed be sil-

some crim e o r o ther which is 
no t d e a r to me by fa il in g  to 
make an onslaught on the So-

The single p arty  d ictatorship  
continues in the Soviet Union

(Continued on page 2)

stoned re su ltin g  in in ju r ie s  to 
m any riders.

In  the past tw o weeks C h i­
cago's Negro press has reported 
numerous beatings o f Negroes 
by gangs o f hoodlums and v ig i l ­
antes who warned Negroes to 
s tay out o f “ w h ite  ne ighbor­
hoods.”  The rac is ts  were em­
boldened by a w h ite - ju ry  ve rd ic t 
th a t freed tw o  w h ite  youths 
charged w ith  the shotgun s la y ­
ing  o f a N egro you th, C u rtis  
Bivens, who was k illed  last A p r i l 
3rd w h ile  he stood on a corner 
w ith  a frien d .

A  v ic tim  o f the J u ly  28 r io t, 
Isaac M. H u n te r who was con­
fined  to P rov iden t H osp ita l, told 
th is  s to ry  to  the Chicago De­
fender: “ I  spent e igh t te r r ify in g  
hours run n ing  and h id ing  from  a 
b lood th irs ty , race-ha ting mob 
bent on m urder. O nly God knows 
how I am alive today. I ce rta in ­
ly  don't. In my hour o f greatest, 
need, a li tw o w h ite  policcmen 
Would do fo r  me was sneer and

C O L. C A R L O S  C A S T IL L O  A R M A S  ( le f t ) ,  killed  by o ne  
of h is  g u a r d s  i n  G uatem ala, shown above w ith  a confederate  
shortly a fte r he engineered the. overthrow  of the legally  elected  
government, in June. 1954. Not shown is the fo rm er U .S . A m ­
bassador John E . P eurifoy , la te r  killed  in an accident, who 
org a n iz ed the overturn  according to p lans draw n up by the  
U.S. S tate  D epartm ent.

Cuban Women Attacked As 
They Petition U.S. Official

The lonely too th le f t  in  the 
b ill is Section IV  which a u th o r­
izes the U.S. a tto rn e y  general 
to app ly  fo r  in ju n c tio n s  against 
those p reven ting  Negroes from  
re g is te r in g  and vo tin g . V io la ­
tions would be punished by the 
issu ing  judge.

J u ry  tr ia ls  in  the Deep South 
o f o t lic ia ls  g u ilty  o f preven ting

AUG. 1 —  The U nited States Ambassador to Cuba 
was protected by police, soldiers and f ire  hoses yesterday 
from  200 women dressed in  black and shouting “ Free-
dom ! F reedom ! The women 
gathered in a park in  f r o n t  o f 
Santiago’s c ity  h a ll to  p ro te s t 
U.S. support to d ic ta to r Fulgen- 
cio B a tis ta , as Am bassador Sm ith 
received the  kevs to the  c ity .

Santiago de Cuba, cap ita l of 
O riente province, is the center 
of resistance to B atis ta , and.has 
been the scene o f several mass 
dem onstrations by women p ro ­
tes ting  the m urde r o f young

a mob of rac is ts  estim ated a t 
150, armed w ith  bottles and iron 
rods. “ V ic tim s  o f the a ttack  were 
outraged by the re fusa l o f po­
lice  to use force aga ins t tho 
m obsters. . . in  alm ost every in ­
stance the v ic tim s  complained 
th a t the police, fa ile d  to e ither 
pro tect them or make an e ffo r t

A fte r  eight days they le ft Pek- 
ing to tour other parts  o f  China. 
Tw o years ago, N . M . Perera had 
visited Czechoslovakia as an o f­
fic ia l guest o f the government 
there.

o f Ma y. They discussed w ith  
Chinese p rem ier Chou E n-La i, 
m a in ly  on the problem s o f con-

A f te r  tw o days in Moscow tne 
de legation separated, one sec­
tion  tra v e lin g  N o rth  to v is i t  La t-

N O T A L O N E
F in a lly , i t  appeared th a t the 

lone “ f a n a tic ”  or " p la n t”  was not 
a lone b u t had accomplices in the 
palace guard. The governm ent 
announced J u ly  2lJ thc a rres t of 
a t least e igh t gu a rds, inc lud ing 
a m a jo r and a lieu tenan t, f or 
com p lic ity  in tine assassination. 
A m az ing  as these alleged in f i l - 
tra tio n s  appear, t hey become 
even more incred ib le  w :u i tne 
governm ent reve la tion  tn a t tne 
assassin had tw ice been screened 
fro m  governm ent jobs a s a 
suspected “ c om m um st.”  How 
such a person could f ind employ 
in  the top secu iity  forcce ot a 
po lice-ridden state like Guate- 
m ala would seem ve ry d if f ic u lt  
to exp la in.

A c tu a lly , the assassination fo l­
lowed a p a tte rn  typ ica l o f gov­
ernm ent palace coups tha t f re- 
quently change one ru lin g  clique

(Continued on page 4)

Chou E n -la i's  in v ita tio n  to the 
LSSP to  send a p a rty  delegation 
to China th is  ta lk  o f thc im pos­
s ib il i ty  o f a T ro ts k y is t p a rty  or 
governm ent estab lish ing good re ­
la tions  w ith  Com m unist Par ty- 
ru led  countries was seen to be 
un true  in  the case o f China. Now 
a fte r  our v is it  th is  propaganda 
is seen to be false also in the 
case o f the USSR.

I  should add th a t Comrade N. 
M. Perera  was an o ff ic ia l guest 
o f the Czechoslovakian G overn­
m en t a couple o f years ago. The 
press and thc S ta lin is ts  hid this 
fa c t because th is  w ou ld  have 
shown th a t the LSSP could es­
tab lish  good re la tions also w ith  
the E ast European countries.

V IE W S  C O N F IR M E D
T he S ta lin is ts  too seem tc 

th in k  tha t mv v is it  to the So-

ly  i f  they seriously expected me 
to  abandon T ro tsky ism  ju s t 
\\|hen li te ra lly  thousands anil 
thousands o f members o f the 
B r it is h  Com m unist P a rty  who 
have le f t  i t  as the resu lt o f the 
events in H u ng a ry  are tu rn in g  
to T ro tsky ism  as the correct 
p rogram m e and ideology fo r  rev­
o lu tionaries . I have to in fo rm  our 
blinkere.d local S ta lin is t  gen tle ­
men th a t the facts I found in 
the Soviet. U n ion con firm  w ith ­
ou t exception the analysis o f So­
viet. re a lity  made .-by .Trotsky 
and developed th e re a fte r by the 
w o rld  T ro ts k y is t movement.

The c a p ita lis t press has taken 
a suibtler line than the S ta lin is ts . 
T h a t m aster o f po litica l silliness 
who is known as the  po litica l cor­
respondent o f the D a ily  News 
has suggested tha t I com m itted

v ie t Governm ent when I  appeared 
on television. I had been asked 
to  g ive  a message o f g reetings 
to  the Soviet peopie on t h e  oc­
casion and I did so. How in the 
name o f good sense an onslaught 
on S ta lin ism  could be f i tted in to 
a message o f greetings to the 
Soviet people beats me. Besides, 
do these absurd people rea lly  
th in k  th a t the S oviet Govern­
m ent w ould g ive me th e ir  radio 
to  a tta ck  thc Governm ent when 
no Soviet c itizen even is given 
a lega l oppo rtun ity  to o ppose 
the C om m unist P a rty  o r the So­
v ie t G overnm ent? They do not 
seem to  understand the m eaning 
and conditions o f a single p a rty  
d ic ta to rsh ip  which closely con­
tro ls  everyth ing, in the Soviet 
Un ion w ith  a view  to preven ting  
opposition.

beam w h ich  is said to re ach over 
f iv e  m illio n  people.

B oth  the c a p ita lis t press and 
the S ta lin is ts  rea lize th a t these 
occurrences scotch the princ iipal 
line  o f th e ir  propaganda, name­
ly , th a t even i f  tbe LSSP [T ro t ­
sky is t Pa rty  of Ccyl'on] comes 
to pow er i t  w il l not b e able to 
establish good re la tions w ith  the 
countries o f the S oviet bloc. W ith

the Russian and Usbek rep re ­
sentatives present.

A number o f Ceylonese T ro t­
sky is ts , leaders o f the Lanka 
Samasamaja P a rty , have recent­
ly  made o ff ic ia l v is its  to  the So­
v ie t Union as pa rt of a p a r lia ­
m en ta ry  de legation from  Ceylon. 
A d d itio na l v is its  were made to  
China and Czechoslovakia.

T h is is the f in s t known case of

nese governm ent. The pa rliam en­
ta ry  delegation included LSSP 
leaders Colvin R. de S ilva, au­
th o r o f the re p o rt which appears 
on th is  page, Edmund Sam arak- 
kody and H ecto r Fernando. The 
p a r ty  delegation to  China in ­
cluded N. M . Pereva, B ernard  
Soysa, H. D. A lexander and D.

say, "You better get out o f here 
and run fo r  you r life . T h e fo lks  
out here arc k il l in g  a ll n iggers 
like  y o u . R u n !’ ”

Chicago rac is ts  are stepping' 
up th e ir cam paign o f te rro r  
aga inst Chicago’s Negro peopicle 
in an a tte m p t to destroy g ro w ­
in g  N egro -W hite  u n ity  in the 
s trugg le  fo r  c iv il r ig h ts . C hi­
cago’s defenders o f equal r ig h ts  
m ust organize to iso la te  these 
ra c is t te rro r is ts .

paren ts and children, bu t c ity  
and park o ff ic ia ls  managed to 
keep i t  ou t o f the news.

Calum et Park is near the 
T ru m b u ll P ark h o u s in g  p ro je c t 
where Negroes, have been beaten 
up and th e ir houses bombed 
since 1953. As news o f the a t ­
tack a t C a lum et P ark spread, 
the T ru m b u ll P ark rac is ts  s to rm ­
ed apartm ents o f Negro tenants, 
destroyed th e ir  fu rn itu re  and 
set f ire  to one home. Detectives 
a rrived  a t the scene bu t no a r ­
rests were made.

The violence begun a t Calum et 
P a rk  continued in to  the evening. 
Negro d rive rs  on the h ighw ay 
lead ing ou t o f the c ity  were

W hen S m ith  le f t  the bu ild ing , 
the  women rushed tow ard him 
to  subm it th e ir  pe titions but 
were kep t back by the soldiers 
as he escaped in  h is autom obile.

plauded the women as most of 
them  kne lt in  the s tree t and re ­
mained f irm  aga inst the hosing.
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The Year 
O f Lost Illusions

B v Nell M c Grew

A n  im po rtan t po litica l and cu ltu ra l event took place 
in  Seattle in  June when W. C. Cum m ing, a well-know n 
N orthw es t a r t is t, presented a lecture on “ The A r t is t  in
T oday’s W o rld ”  a t  a m ee tin g  
and social sponsored by the 
N o rth w e s t Bureau o f the D a ily  
People’s W orld .

Cum m ing, long  persecuted in 
“ respectable”  a r t  circ les because 
o f h is out-spoken Com m unist 
ideas, gave a b r i l l ia n t  and p ro ­
vocative ta lk  before a 'h igh ly  a t­
ten tive  audience. He began by 
c a llin g  1956 the Y ea r o f Lo s t 
Illu s ion s , caused iby the K h ru sh ­
chev reve la tions, the  repressions 
in  Poznan and Budapest, an ti- 
Sem itism  in the USSR and the 
suicide o f Fadayev.

The speaker reported  th a t 
when Picasso, S artre , Jo lio t- 
C urie  and o t h e r s  pro tested 
aga ins t Russian tanks in Buda­
pest, they were called ‘‘d is illu ­
sioned in te lle c tua ls ,”  and he, fo r  
one, proposed' to  “ re h a b ilita te  
d is illus ionm ent,”  fo r  th is  m eant 
be ing freed  fro m  illu s ion . He 
spoke o f the pa in the year had 
b ro u g h t: ‘ ‘To the suddenly re ­
leased dream er, no th ing  is so un­
rea l as the w o rld  o f re a lity . . .
B u t I  choose to  speak fo r  those 
to  whom  d is illus ionm ent m eant 
lib e ra tio n .”

A f te r  a scath ing denunciation 
o f the rank com m ercial stand­
ards imposed on a rtis ts  by the 
“ free en te rp rise ”  system, which 
forces them to  conform  or starve,
C um m ing exposed the a rb itra ry  
and v u lg a r slogans imposed on 
a rt is ts  by the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy. Such “ id io t’s re fra in s ”  as 
A r t  is  a Weapon, Socialist Real­
ism , N a tion a l in  Form  and So­
c ia lis t in  Content, etc., he con­
demned fo r  having  thw a rted  a 
generation o f crea tive  a rtis ts  in 
the  Soviet Union and wherever 
a r t is ts  fo llow ed S ta lin ’s theories.

“ Such schem atism ,”  he said in 
reference to  these slogans, ‘ ‘is 
s im ila r  to  the jabberw ocky o f 
M adison Avenue in  its  pa thetic  
assum ption th a t in f in ite  re p e ti­
t io n  breeds consum m ation. . . I f  
a r t  is  indeed on ly a weapon in 
the na rrow  sense, then someone 
has the  r ig h t  and w ill use t h nt  
r ig h t ,  to  set lip  as ordinance- 
m aster. A nd behind th a t  ord i- 
nance-m aster w i l l  stand another 
Bonaparte and another T herm i- 
dor. O ver Shostakovich stood 
Zhdanov and b e h i n d  Zhdanov 
stood S ta lin  and the Moscow 
T r ia ls .”

C um m ing cited a r t is t  a fte r  a r t ­
is t  shot, forced to  “ confess a r­
t is t ic  sins,”  driven to  suicide or 
to  death in concentra tion camps 
under S ta lin ’s yoke. The poems 
o f B lok and M ayakovsky, the 
p a in tin g s  o f Deineka, the stories 
o f Babel, the f ilm s  o f Pudovkin 
and E isenste in , Shostakovich 's 
F ir s t  Symphony, S tan is lavsky 
and M ayerho ld, the sa tire  o f I lk  
and Petrov, K a tayev  and Zo- 
shchenko— the g re a t human tide 
o f crea tive  w o rk  released by the 
em ancipating 1917 R evo lu tion—  
m et a te rr ib le  fa te .

‘^Since 1934, a s tra ig h tja c k e t 
o f conform ism  has been fastened 
on the a r t is t  in  the Soviet U n ion .”
Cum m ing said. ‘ ‘I t  was precise ly 
a t the p o in t when the S ta lin is t 
d ic ta to rsh ip  succeeded in silenc­
in g  a ll p o lit ic a l dissent and op­
pos ition  th a t the S ov ie t cu ltu re  
fa lte re d .”  Instead o f socialism,
S ta lin is t degeneration t o o k  
place; iand instead o f a f lo u r is h ­
in g  a rt, a fa n ta s tic  .na tiona lis t 
developm ent occurred called So­
c ia lis t Realism  w hich g lo r if ie d  
reactionaries and anti-Sem ites 
lik e  A le xan der N e v s k y  and 
P e te r the Great.

“ W hat are we to  say o f a so­
c ia lis t rea lism  which covers up 
m ounta ins o f corpses w ith  p ic­

tures o f a benevolent B ig  B ro th ­
er; wh ich covers up fam ine snd 
s ta rva tio n  w ith  movies about 
M ich u rin ; which covers repres­
sive la bo r le g is la tio n  w ith  odes 
to S takhanovism  ?”

In  a v iv id  descrip tion o f w ha t 
a r t  is, Cum m ing quoted selec­
tiv e ly . ‘‘W hat is a r t?  L e t me 
quote. ‘G enera lly  speaking, a rt 
is  an expression o f m an’s need 
fo r  an harm onious and complete 
life . . . T h a t is wh|y a protest 
aga inst re a lity  a lways form s 
pa rt o f a re a lly  crea tive  piece 
o f w o rk .’ T h is  tru e  d e fin itio n  is 
quoted from  w hat was lortg a 
sealed book fo r  me— p a rt o f tha t 
Index E xp u rg a to rin s  o f which 
ce rta in  people today fe a r to 
speak, since its  existence dem­
onstra tes th a t Je su itry  is no t a t 
a l l confined to  Rome. T h is  s im ­
ple d e fin itio n  was w r it te n  in  his 
M exican exile, sh o rtly  before his 
li fe  was ended by the assassin’ s 
ax —  Leon T ro ts k y .”

Cum m ing added th a t  th is  nec­
essary rebelliousness o f the a r t ­
is t  ‘ ‘cannot be circum scribed by 
the demands o f the p o lit ic a l m o­
ment, by the voice o f dogm atism  
dem anding th a t a r t  be shaped by 
the needs o f the line  and th a t 
the ta rge ts  o f the a r t is t ’s w ra th  
be chosen a f te r  consu lting  the 
e d ito r ia l page, the .Secretariat 
and the S hort H is to ry .”

The speaker pa id  tr ib u te  to 
T ro ts k y ’s g re a t understand ing o f 
the a r t is t ’s desperate in ne r need 
fo r  creative freedom  and ex­
tens ive ly  a n  a l y  z e d T ro ts k y ’s 
the o ry  o f a r t  as opposed to  S ta­
l in ’s. He scored Mao Tse-tung ’s 
orders to  Chinese a rt is ts  and 
w rite rs  as the action o f a “ r i ­
diculous in te rlo p e r.”  “ W h a t can 
be the a tt itu d e  o f the revo lu tion ­
a ry  p a r ty  tow a rds  creative a r t? ”  
he asked. “ T ro ts k v  gave the an­
swer: H A N D S  O F F !”

The trage dy  o f the a r t is t  today 
was g ra p h ica lly  depicted: under 
cap ita lism  on ly  the w e a lth y  can 
a ffo rd  h im ; under S ta lin ism  he 
becomes a m achine hack. B u t 
C um m ing made ve ry  c lear th a t 
he doesn’t  re je c t M a rx ism . ‘ ‘I  
seek on ly  to restore its  s ig n if i­
cance to the a rt is t.  . . I t  was 
never the in te n t o f the w r ite rs  
o f the M anifesto, o f S tate and 
Revolu tion , o f Lessons o f Oc­
tober th a t our doctrine  shouid 
become a P rocrustes ’ bed in 
w h ich to  m o ld  a predeterm ined 
shape and size a ll a rt, science, 
ph ilosophy and people.”

O f special in te res t was Cum- 
m ing ’ s advise to  a rtis ts . He 
quoted Camus, w h o  “ measures 
the greatness o f an a r t is t  by the 
balance he manages to  m a in ta in  
between the values o f creation 
and the values o f hu m an ity .”  The 
speaker e loquently rem inded his 
colleagues o f T ro ts k y ’s words: 
“ A r t  w i l l  ro t  aw ay unless so­
c ie ty  rebu ilds its e lf.  The fun c ­
tion  o f a r t  in  our epoch is de­
term ined b y  its  re la tio n  to the 
revo lu tion .”  Added the  speaker: 
“ T h in k  then o f th is , you who 
love a r t— on ly  the people can 
save the  a r t you cla im  to love. . .  
A r t is t ,  i f  you are alone, look to  
you rse lf. M ankind is not u n w il l ­
ing  to  stop long enough to  lis ten  
to the sound o f its  own heart. 
W ha t sounds in Y O U R  w ork? 
The au then tic  pulse o f men and 
women, o r m ere ly  the querulous 
s n u ffl in g  o f you r own fe a rs ? ”  

C um m ing’s t a l k  s tim u la ted  
an im ated discussion a fte rw ards, 
p ro v in g  his con ten tion  th a t the 
20th Congress had libera ted 
th in k in g  n o t on ly  on po litics , bu t 
on the ro le and func tion  o f a r t 
as w e ll.
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Soviet One-Party Rule 
CP’s Views and Ours

By M urry Weiss
John Gates, ed ito r-in -ch ie f o f 

the D a ily  W orker, in his Ju ly  24 
a rtic le , “ The D W s A ttitu d e  on 
the Recent Soviet Changes,”  
deals w ith  the question o f the 
one-party  system in  the Soviet 
U n ion. Gates presents the view  
tha t there is “ no m a te ria l base”  
fo r  a m u lti-p a r ty  system in  the 
USSR; th a t the  Soviet Union 
has gone beyond bourgeois de­
mocracy and is now faced w ith  
the  expansion o f socia list de­
m ocracy. Socia list democracy 
has no need fo r  more than one 
p a rty , according to  th is  view, be­
cause i t  is based on a society in 
which the class s trugg le  has 
been e lim inated and there are no 
social antagonism  among the 
people th a t cannot be ha rm on i­
ously expressed th rou gh  a s im ­
ple p a rty .

Gates is m ere ly  repea ting, in 
a stunned and dogged manner, 
the o ff ic ia l lita n y  o f the Soviet 
bureaucracy wh ich, moreover, 
becomes increas ing ly  incongru­
ous as the fac ts  o f li fe  in the 
S oviet Un ion become known to 
w ide r and w id e r c ircles o f Com­
m un is t w orkers.

A F T E R  20TH CONGRESS
H o w  can Gates ta lk  o f the 

lack  o f a “ m a te ria l base”  fo r  
r iv a l pa rties  in  the Soviet U n ion 
a f te r  the Khrushchev re p o rt to 
the 20th Congress o f the CPSU ? 
Is  he jo k in g ?  There is obvious­
ly  no p a r ty  and no independent 
w o rk in g  class p o lit ic a l tendency 
th a t has escaped m a te ria l de­
s truc tion  by the K re m lin  ru lers.

T he Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet U n ion  was long ago taken 
over and trans fo rm e d  in to  the 
p o lit ic a l c rea tu re  o f the bureau­
cracy. A ll opposition to  the  bu­
reaucracy has been crushed w ith  
b ru ta l fo rc e ; every s tra ta  o f the 
S oviet people and every area of 
the S ov ie t U n ion have fe l t  the 
lash o f bu reaucra tic  ty ra n n y ; 
whole popu lations o f na tiona l 
m in o ritie s  have been exiled ; the 
best representatives o f- Jew ish 
cu ltu re  were w iped ou t; a rtis ts  
were p u t in  s tra it ja c k e ts ; and a 
re ign  o f te r ro r  and mass m u r­
der descended upon the w o rk ing  
class and C om m unist youth 
th rough  the in s titu t io n  o f the 
secret p o lit ic a l police directed 
by the a ll-p o w e rfu l d ic ta to r S ta ­
lin .

' I t  is  the re fo re  a m onstrous 
fra u d  to speak about ‘ ‘socia list 
dem ocracy’’ as a m ore o r less e f­
f ic ie n t and fun c tion ing  re a lity  in  
the S ov ie t U n ion. I t  is tru e  th a t 
bu reaucra tic  te r ro r  has been re ­
laxed under pressure o f r is in g  
mass d iscontent and pro found 
changes in  the  w o rld  s itua tion , 
inc lud ing the S ov ie t o rb it. B u t 
the  re laxa tion  o f bu reaucra tic  
te r ro r  is n o t the same th in g  as

Report on Trotskyism 
From Latin America

was passed o f f  as Bolshevik 
princ ip les !

Under S ta lin ism  it  became 
r ig id  dogma, not on ly to p ro h ib it 
r iv a l parties w ith in  the Soviets, 
bu t to  p ro h ib it factions w ith in  
the pa rty . And a ll th is  was m ere­
ly  the ju r id ic a l expression o f 
the fac t tha t every organ o f 
w orkers democracy— the Soviets, 
trade unions, youth o rgan iza­
tions  and the p a rty  its e lf— had 
been system atica lly  s trang led 
and destroyed as dem ocratic o r ­
ganizations. The w orkers  state 
ruled Russia, but the bureaucra­
cy ru led  the state, dep riv ing  the 
w orkers o f any expression of 
dem ocratic li fe  whatever.

U nder these conditions the h is ­
to r ic  a lte rn a tive  w  a s posed: 
e ith e r the  w o rk in g  class would 
rega in  p o lit ic a l con tro l over the 
state and reestablish w orkers 
democracy, o r the bureaucracy 
would pave the w ay fo r  a re ­
s to ra tio n  o f cap ita lism .

R E V IV A L  OF R E V O L U T IO N
H is to ry  is now p ro v id in g  the 

answer: alongside the g ro w th  o f 
productive  forces in the Soviet 
U n ion a n d  the concom itant 
g ro w th  o f an in d u s tr ia l w o rk ­
in g  class, we w itness the f i r s t  
in tim a tio ns  o f a trem endous re ­
v iva l o f the w o rk in g  class move­
ment. The in te rna tiona l c ris is  o f 
cap ita lism  and the re vo lu tio n a ry  
tide in the colon ia l countries has 
added enormous power to  th is  
trend. The w o rk in g  class o f the 
Soviet Union and the Eastern 
E ur opean countries  are show ing 
the h is to r ic  road th a t w ill be 
taken— the  rem oval o f the in ­
to le rab le  fe t te r  o f the bureau­
c ra tic  caste th rough  a w o rk in g  
class p o lit ic a l revo lu tion .

The irreconcilab le  an tagon ism 
between the Soviet w o rk in g  class 
and the Soviet bureaucracy is at 
bottom  a m an ifes ta tion  o f the 
class s trugg le . N o t because the 
bureaucracy is a ‘ ‘class”  in  the 
Soviet Un ion any m ore than th e 
trade  union bureaucracy is a 
“ class”  in thie U n ited  States. 
Bu t  because the soc ia lis t s tru g ­
g le  everywhere requires above 
a ll the  development o f the f u l l ­
est, fre e s t and m ost dem ocratic 
expression o f the se lf-em ancipa t­
ing  revo lu tiona ry  a c tiv ity  o f the 
w o rk in g  cflass.

F o r th is  reason the w o rk in g  
class o f the Soviet Un ion w ill 
fee l compelled to rebu ild  its  au­
then tic  revo lu tiona ry  p a r ty  as 
against the p a rty  o f the bureau­
cracy. T h is  is exactly  w hat the 
K re m lin  bureaucrats fe a r and 
w ill oppose w ith  a ll th e ir m ight. 
And th is  is the  prospect they 
are t ry in g  to  h a lt by every 
means— inc lud ing  the fa ls if ic a ­
tion  o f the tra d it io n  o f Bolshe­
vism .

[second o f a series o f tw o .]

 By Jose Valdes
(Specia l to the M il ita n t)

SAN TIAG O . Chile. Ju ly  16 —  L a tin  Am erican T ro t­
skyists. a ff ilia te d  to the In te rn a tio n a l Com m ittee o f the  
F ou rth  In te rna tiona l are m aking rapid progress.

In  A rge n tin a , the T ro tsky is ts

. . .  What I Saw in the Soviet Union
(Continued fro m  page 1)

and is openly upheld by the  So­
v ie t ru le rs  as a correct system. 
They are n o t double tongued 
about it  lik e  ou r local S ta lin is ts  
are. The Soviet cons titu tion  i t ­
se lf gives to  the  Com m unist P a r­
ty  th is  d ic ta to r ia l position, and 
so long as the S ta lin is ts  are in 
power they w il l  not a llow  any 
o ther p a r ty  to  fun c tion  lega lly  
in the Soviet U n ion.

However, w ith in  the fra m e ­
w o rk  o f the S ta lin is t  d io ta to r- 
ship the Soviet ru le rs  have d is­
t in c t ly  re laxed the te r ro r  con­
d itions w h ich  the y  themselves 
now a d m it p reva iled  in the long 
and m urderous years o f S ta lin ’s 
ru le . There is even a propaganda 
e f fo r t  to  create the im pression 
th a t  dem ocracy p re va ils  in  the 
Soviet U n ion . There is g re a t 
stress la id  on the  c la im  th a t the 
members o f the  S o v i e t  are 
elected. T h is  is o f course absurd, 
when no opposition pa rties  are 
allowed and when a ll th a t a So­
v ie t c itizen can do is to  vote fo r  
o r aga inst the  candidate p u t up 
by  the Governm ent P a rty .

O P P O S IT IO N  P R O H IB IT E D
They also stress th a t c r i t i ­

cism o f the governm ent is p e r­
m itted  and even encouraged in 
the USSR. I t  is  tru e  th a t c r it i­

cism is nowr encouraged; b u t 
w hat is allowed is on lv  c ritic ism  
and no t opposition. T h a t is to 
s?y, the on ly  c ritic ism  is any 
k in d  o f c ritic ism  w hich does not 
challenge governm enta l po licy 
bu t on ly  helps to  im prove the e f ­
fic ie ncy  w ith  which the G overn­
m en t’s po licy  is ca rried  ou t or 
prepared.

A n o th e r aspect o f the T ro t­
s ky is t analysis w h ich  I  found 
confirm ed is the prevalence o f 
gross in e q u a lity  in  wages  and 
incomes among the Soviet w o rk ­
ers and co llective fa rm ers. In  the 
f i r s t  place, p robab ly  fu l ly  one 
f i f t h  o f the S ov ie t w o rkers  re ­
ceive on ly  350 rub les per m onth 
as wages. As aga inst th is  there 
are h igh e r pa id  w o rkers  who 
earn as much as 3,000-3,500 
rub les a m onth, tha t, is ten times 
as much as the low er pa id  w o rk ­
ers. Secondly, a fa c to ry  m an­
ager receives as much as 12,000- 
15,000 rub les a m onth and even 
more. He the re fo re  receives fo r ty  
tim es the am ount o f the lowest 
pa id w orker.

There are scientists, w rite rs  
and ad m in is tra to rs  who have 
even la rg e r incomes than the 
m anager so th a t the  in eq ua lity  
is even g rea te r than one to  fo r ty . 
T h is  k ind  o f in eq ua lity  which 
creates a g u lf  between rich  and
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poor has no th in g  to do w ith  so­
cia lism . Indeed you do not get 
such wage and sa la ry  in eq ua lity  
even in c a p ita lis t E ngland today.

A n o th e r aspect o f the T ro ts k y ­
is t  analysis w h ich flo w s  fro m  
the above fac ts  is th a t the eco­
nom ica lly  p r iv ile g e d  s tra ta  o f 
the  popu la tion  are pressing upon 
the governm ent to make conces­
sions to  them. I  found evidence 
o f th is . Today you can buy a 
car in  the Soviet U n ion and also 
a house. F u rth e r the  owner o f a 
house can re n t i t  and sue fo r  
re n t and ejectm ent in the courts . 
Soviet law yers  to ld  me th at  such 
cases were frequen t. A car by 
the w ay c o s t s  ten thousand 
rubles, tw e n ty  thousand rub les 
and fo r ty  thousand rubles and 
they are be ing  bought a t these 
prices. There are also o ther 
th ings  like  re fr ig e ra to rs  which 
are obviously bought on ly  by 
the rich .

EC O N O M IC  PROGRESS
A t  the same tim e the T ro ts k y ­

is t  thesis th a t the nationalized 
p ro p e rtv  system which separates 
the USSR fro m  the ca p ita lis t 
countries has enabled trem en­
dous economic development also 
stands v e r ifie d  by the fac ts  I  
found. The cen tra l governm ent 
alone manages 200,000 factories 
and 100,000 construction  sites in 
the USSR. There are s im ila r sets 
o f enterprises managed by the 
d iffe re n t repub lics w h ich con­
s titu te  the Soviet federa tion . 
F u rth e r, p roduction is on such a 
scale th a t the general mass o f 
people are reasonably fed  and 
reasonably clad. Besides there is 
a system o f free  education r ig h t  
up to t he U n iv e rs ity  which could 
be the  envy o f the riches t cap­
ita l is t  countries. The fo u r  hun­
dred thousand U n iv e rs ity  s tu ­
dents in  the  USSR are ne a rly  
a ll holders o f scholarships.

Th is po in ts  to  another conclu­
sion which we T ro ts k y is ts  have 
draw n about the Soviet Union, 
nam ely th a t the masses are 
pressing upon the ru lin g  bureau­
cracy fo r  concessions. S ta lin  
abolished free  education espe­

c ia lly  at the  h igher stages. The 
present ru le rs  have been com­
pelled to  restore free  education 
com plete ly. S ta lin  had kept wide 
sections o f the w orkers at very  
low levels o f wages. The pres­
ent ru le rs  have been compelled 
to  g ive wage increases to  the 
lowest paid workers. The peo­
ple were beginn ing to  rebel 
against the S ta lin is t te r ro r  sys­
tem . The present ru le rs  have 
been forced to push the secret 
police in to  the background. And 
so on.

Thus the T ro ts k y is t thesis of 
the existence o f a clash, o f in ­
te rest between the ru lin g  bu­
reaucracy and the to ile r  mass, 
also stands va lida ted. To ad­
vance to socialism  i t  w ill be nec­
essary to  c a rry  out certa in  deep- 
go ing changes in the S ov ie t 
U n ion. B u t there is no con s titu ­
tio n a l road ava ilab le fo r  a ffe c t­
in g  such changes. The bu reau­
cracy has le g a lly  in s ta lle d  its e lf  
in  perm anent power. T h e  masses 
are the re fo re  compelled to those 
d irec t methods o f action to over­
th ro w  the bureaucracy w h ich  in 
th e ir  to ta l ity  w i l l  constitu te  a 
p o lit ic a l revo lu tion .

Need I  add th a t recent events 
in  H ungary  have proved beyond 
doubt th a t th is  po litica l revo lu ­
tio n  is a veritab le  re a lity  and 
not, as both ou r S ta lin is t c ritic s  
and our ca p ita lis t c r it ic s  th in k , 
a mere fig m e n t o f a w ish fu l 
im ag ina tion?

 Natalia Trotsky 
Wires She Is Safe

The m any friends of N a t­
a lia  T ro tsky  were very con­
cerned about her safety  when 
news came of the earthquake  
in Mexico, especially as some 
newspapers had a la rm in g  re ­
ports about the dam age to her 
house. In  response to a te le- 
gram , we received the fo llow ­
ing  response: “ Garden w all on 
street fe ll. N o  other dam age. 
Thanks. Greetings. N a ta lia .”

ten percent o f the w orkers  a t 
union m eetings buy the paper.

Recently, the T ro ts k y is t lead­
er H um berto  Valenzuela, a mem­
ber o f the leadership o f the 
W orkers  C entra l (C .U .T .) was 
able to defeat a po licy advocated 
by the  S ta lin is ts  th a t would have 
led to s tre e t- r io t adventures—  
p o licy  th a t would have b rough t 
defeat w ith o u t question in view  
o f the s p lit  in  the labor move­
m ent and lack o f a c lear objec­
tive . The T ro tsky is ts  proposed 
th a t the w ay to f ig h t  the r is in g  
cost o f l iv in g  is to prepare fo r  
a general s tr ik e  w ith  the demand 
fo r  a r is in g  scale o f wages (the 
esca la tor clause, as i t  is called 
in the U.S.) and fo r  ad d itiona l 
“ F a m ily  A llo tm e n ts .”

F in a lly , the Chilean T ro ts k y ­
is ts  a fte r  a tw o-yea r cam paign, 
were able to  b r in g  about the un i­
ty  o f the m un ic ipa l w orkers who 
were divided in to  d iffe re n t and 
irreconc ilab le  sectors. We p a r­
tic ipa ted  in  the N a tio n a l Con­
gress o f the te x tile  w orkers at 
the end o f June and are now 
pre pa ring  our p a rtic ip a tio n  in 
the  M e ta llu rg ica l and Construc­
tion  w orkers congresses, and es­
pecia lly  fo r  the na tiona l congress 
o f the W orkers  Central, which is 
to  take place A ug . 15-18 o f th is  
year.

In  conclusion, the L a tin -A m e r­
ican S ecre ta ria t o f T ro tsky ism  
(S L A T O ) is p re pa ring  fo r  a spe­
c ia l m eeting  in . th e  near fu tu re . 
On the agenda w il l  be the fo l­
lo w in g  item s, among others: The 
reso lu tions adopted by the la s t 
N a tion a l Congress o f A rg e n tin ­
ian  P.O.R., the Yankee Pla n of 
C o lon iza tion o f La tin -.A m erica , 
the s ign ificance o f the Common 
L a tin  - A m erican M arke t, p ro ­
posed by  the La Paz con fe r­
ence, the new s itu a tio n  in  B o li­
v ia  w ith  the open b reak between 
the governm ent and the C.O.B. 
(B o liv ia n  W orkers  Confederaf- 
t io n ) ,  the do w n -fa ll o f Rojas 
P in illa  o f Colombia, the s trugg le  
in Cuiba and the next w o rld  ga th ­
e ring  o f the T ro ts k y is t move­
ment.

Letters from Readers
Lavan Article Praised
E d ito r :

Y o u r a rtic le  by George Lavan 
in the June 24 issue on the 
N A A C P  and the task th a t faces 
the  N egro people was ve ry  much 
in  m y line  o f th in k in g . A s a lo ­
cal un ion leader in  the down­
r iv e r  section o f D e tro it and a 
m em ber o f the N A A C P , I  f in d  
i t  helps in  m y discussions of 
the problem s o f m y  people. I 
would like  to obtain you r paper 
loca lly . Is i t  possible fo r  me to 
buy the issu e here th a t I feel 
w il l help me in m y desire to 
s treng then m y union and en­
lig h te n  m y people?

V J
M ich igan

Zeal for Socialism
E d ito r :

W hen m ilk  d rive rs  in Chicago 
earn as much as $10000 a year, 
ra ilro a d  engineers $000 a m onth 
and b u ild in g  w o rkers  up to $5.00 
an hour where is the zeal fo r  a 
new w o rkers  social o rder to  come 
fro m ?  I t  cannot come fro m  a 
sm all grouo o f in te lle c tua l th in k ­
ers who lik e  to  solve problems 
and publish in te llec tua l papers 
lik e  the M ilita n t.  The Am erican 
w o rk e r is n o t in te rested in so­
cia lism . He has no soaring  am b i­
tions and the  on ly  a ltru is m  th a t 
he has is  to  g ive to  the  red- 
fea th er c h a rity . The Am erican 
w o rke r does no t read any theo­
re tica l labo r oaper. He reads 
popu la r ju n k  like  everybody else. 
N o re fo rm s in society  seem to be 
com ing fro m  th e  w e ll-pa id  A m e r­
ican w orker. He has h is  te le ­
v is ion  se t has he no t?

A re  in te lle c tua ls  supposed to 
starve fo r  th is  k in d  o f guy ? A  
be tte r o rder o f societv w i l l  have 
to  come fro m  an increase in 
e th ical ways o r re lig ious  in s ig h t 
on the p a rt o f the masses.

C.P.
Chicago

Slums in Dallas
E d ito r :

I  am sending some newspaper 
c lipp ings [m o s tlv  on the  slums 
in  W est D a llas ] .  T hrough  the 
years accounts o f slum areas ap­
pear in the  newspapers, and 
th a t ’s tha t— t i l l  the  tim e o f the 
nex t “ discovery,”  as i f  i t  were 
news. News to w hom ? N o t to 
me. F o r I  live  where you buv  
w a te r fo r  50 cents a ba rre l, 
bathe in a w ash tub  i f  you can 
get the  w a te r and use an o u t­
side p r iv y ;

I  do n 't be long to  a ch u rc h  b u t

I  believe in  God and don 't th in k  
i t ’s H is w i l l  th a t people should 
live  lik e  th is . I ’m  b e tte r now bu t 
I  was sick fo r  fo u r  years and 
no t e lig ib le  fo r  the County hos­
p ita l and unable to  pay fo r  other  
medical care. I lik e  the M il ita n t  
and pass i t  on when I f in d  a ny- 
one w ith  a m ind  o f his own— o f 
even one-ha lf in te res t, as long 
as he’s w i ll in g  to read it .

The C ity  go t worked up over 
the H ungarians —  so 1 e t ’s see 
w h a t’s done fo r  slum-clearance. 
L a s t sp ring  newspapers p ic tu red  
tons o f change collected by  pa­
perboys fo r  “ t ru th  do lla rs ”  to 
send over seas. E ith e r side could 
use ta l i t t le  tru th . R igh t?

I  don’t  mean to in fe r  resent­
m ent th a t the  H ungarians  were 
aided. I like  people helped, o r 
he lped to  help themselves, spe­
c ia lly  when they are f ig h tin g  or 
w o rk in g  fo r  freedom  o r justice .

B u t in  th is  case i t  is in s in ­
cere, a phony sym pathy ex­
pressed b y  p e o p l e  o f another 
cou n try  when c itizens o f th e ir  
own are neglected. I t ’s lik e  blam ­
ing- people who live in slums fo r  
no t he lp ing  themselves when i t ’s 
a ll m ost o f them can do to  get 
she lte r and food. I t ’s l ike organ­
iz in g  W h ite  C itizens Councils or 
the K lu  K lu x  K lan  o r m aking 
c iv il r ig h ts  sound f i l t hv. And i t ’s 
lik e  ma k in g  po litics  ou t o f hu ­
man r ig h ts  and d ig n ity .

M rs. T. L.
Dallas, Texas

Vacation or Weekend

Mountain Spring 
Gamp

an inter-racial resort

(w ith in  70 miles of N .Y .C . and 
P h iladelph ia)

Sw im m ing, sports, fun , congenial 
atm osphere, food —  good 

and p len ty

Rates from  $37.50 per week  
$6 per day

F o r reservations or fu r th e r  
in fo rm ation , w rite :

M t. Spring  Camp

R D  1, W ashington, N ew  Jersey

O r, in  N Y C  telephone A L  5-7852

(W e still have openings in 
o u r  separate Children’s 
Camp. Rates: $30 per week)

JO H N  G ATES

the function ing : o f soc ia lis t de­
mocracy.

Take, fo r  exam ple, the hard  
fac t th a t T ro tsky ism  in the So­
v ie t Union is s till a forbidden  
subject: T ro tsky ists  rem ain  in 
ja i l ;  the M oscow -trials fram e-up  
against the Tro tskyists  has never 
been o ffic ia lly  renounced; the 
works of the L eft Opposition re ­
m ain suppressed; the fa ls if ic a ­
tion o f h istory, expunging the 
role o f T ro tsky , continues. In  
other words, the violent sup­
pression o f ideas, tendencies and 
a ll the processes of w orkers de­
mocracy rem ains the p revailing  
mode o f political life  in the So­
viet U nion. W h at does this sig­
n ify?

The v io le n t suppression o f 
ideas and th e ir  ca rrie rs  is fo r  
M a rx is ts  a sym ptom  o f a society 
gripped b y  deep con trad ic tions 
(o f the an tagon is tic  v a rie ty , i f  
you please). V io lence is no t an 
inna te  q u a lity  o f the human spe­
cies a ris in g  fro m  a m ora l f la w  
in the s tru c tu re  o f man. Violence 
is the produ'ct o f the clash of 
m a te ria l in te rests o f s o c i a l  
classes and groups v y in g  fo r  
th e ir  p o rtio n  of the social prod­
uct. The class s trugg le  in  a ll its  
fo rm s has been o rg an ica lly  t ie d  
up w ith  violence— w ith  the state 
as the m ost fin ished  expression 
o f th a t violence as exerted by 
the ru lin g  class against the op­
pressed classes.
. T h a t ’s w h y  ithe idea o f a so­

c ia lis t society th a t  does no t w it ­
ness the ‘ ‘w ith e rin g  away o f the 
s ta te ,”  th a t is, the e lim ina tion  
o f violence as an everyday so­
c ia l phenomenon, was always re ­
garded h y  M a rx is ts  as a com­
plete con tra d ic tion  in ter,ms.

T H E  B O L S H E V IK  V IE W
W hen the p ro le ta r ia t con­

quered pow er in Russia and es- 
tsibllished a S oviet jrovernm ent, 
th is  was regarded b y  the Bolshe­
v iks  in  a tw o fo ld  way:

F irs t,  in so fa r as the p ro le ta r­
ia t  needed a state, th a t is, an o r­
ganized fo rm  o f violence of the 
new ru lin g  class and its  allies 
aga inst the dispossessed classes 
o f land lords and cap ita lis ts  and 
the im p e ria lis t invaders, th is  
sta te  represented an inhe rited  
burden fro m  the reactionary  
past. In  th a t sense its  m a in te ­
nance would be a measure o f the 
distance separa ting  d irec t w o rk ­
ers ru le  fro m  socialism .

Second, the new type of state, 
organized on the basis of Soviets  
( w o r k e r s  councils), was re ­
garded by the Bolsheviks as a 
h igher and h is torica lly  superior 
form  of democracy, the f irs t  de­
mocracy o f the producing toilers  
of society. I t  was so regarded  
precisely because the Soviet sys­
tem was in its very  nature a 
state  th a t aimed at its own liqni 
dation, that is, the abolition of 
the . class struggle  and thereby  
of relations of violence among 
men.

I  should aad th a t no t a single 
Bolshevik, in c lud ing  S ta lin  up to 
1924, ever pronounced the ab­
s u rd ity  th a t w ith in  the confines 
o f the S ov ie t Un ion its e lf, in a 
backward coun try , surrounded 
by a hostile  c a p ita lis t w o rld , a 
soc ia lis t society, th a t 5s, a class­
less society w h ich  w itnesses the 
“ w ith e rin g  aw ay o f the state,”  
could be atta ined . I t  was the u n i­
ve rsa lly  accepted p rogram  o f 
Bolshevism to bu ild  and s tre n g th ­
en the  Soviet U n ion  «s a “ be­
sieged fo rtre s s ”  w h ich would 
achieve a soc ia lis t society in con­
c e it  w ith  the  w o rk in g  class o f 
the advanced ca p ita lis t countries 
th rough  the in te rn a tio n a l socia l­
is t  revo lu tion .

D A N G E R O U S M E A S U R E
The ru le  o f the Soviet system 

was conceived and organized by 
Lenin and T ro ts k y  as the demo­
c ra tic  ru le  o f the w o rk in g  class. 
This, o f course, m eant the  rig<ht 
o f pa rties  to func tion  w ith in  the 
Soviet system w ith  d iffe re n t p ro ­
gram s and organ izations. Only 
w ith  the c iv il w a r  (1918-21) did 
the one-party  system  come in to  
be ing as a tem po ra ry  measure 
imposed by  the harsh re a lity  
faced by t 'h  e coun try . The 
Soviet Un ion was impoverished, 
wounded and hungry , invaded on 
every f ro n t  by  the anr)ies o f im ­
pe ria lism  and the W h ite  Guards. 
The m onopoly o f power by one 
p a rty  was considered a danger­
ous tem po ra ry  measure, to  be 
im m ed ia te ly  discarded as soon 
as the young w o rkers  state 
gained a b re a th in g  spell.

I t  was on ly  w ith  the rise  o f 
the bureaucracy, headed 'by the 
Sta'lin fac tio n  in  the p a rty , th a t 
the c iv il w a r measures were 
seized upon and tu rned  in to  pe r­
m anent in s titu tio n s  —  and th is

caime in second in the last elec­
tions held in the M e ta llu rg ica l 
W orkers  U n ion wh ich has more 
than 250,000 w orkers. The Peron­
ist,s s t i l l  hold the lead. The T ro t ­
sky is ts  won f . r  more votes than 
e ithe r the S ta lin is t  o r social- 
dem ocratic groups in t'his large 
and f ig h t in g  section o f the in ­
d u s tria l w o rk in g  class.

The paper o f the A rgen tine  
T ro tsky is ts , U  n i d a d Obrera 
(W orke rs  U n ity ) ,  is under heavy 
a ttack  by the ca tho l’ c -o liga rchy 
o f the c a p ita lis t class. Two pa­
pers (A n to rch a  and A zu l y B la n ­
co) opened a general a tta ck  on 
T ro tsky ism , saying i t  is the real 
an im a ting  fo rce  o f the P eronist 
w orkers. A t  the same tim e, a cap­
ita l is t  da ily  calls Un idad Qbrera 
one o f the m ost im p o rta n t week­
ly  pub lica tions in  tihe country . 
The c ircu la tio n  o f th is  paper is 
now 15,000 a week.

R A IL  S T R IK E
In  Peru, the P.O.R. (R evolu­

t io n a ry  W orke rs  P a rty )  played 
a m il ita n t  p a r t in  the g re a t 
s tr ik e  o f A requ ipa  w h ich  took 
place a t the  beg inn ing o f Ju ly . 
A  lead ing comrade o f the tra n s ­
p o rt in d u s try  was in the f i r s t  
line  o f s trugg le . He was one o f 
27 lead ing w orkers who were a r ­
rested. The ra ilro a d  w orkers  won 
th e ir  demands a fte r  a sharp 
s trugg le  in w h ich  the streets 
were pa tro lled  by tanks, s tre e t­
cars were derailed and police 
vehicles were stoned.

In  C h ile a C om m unist leader 
o f the m iners as w e ll as a lead­
in g  m ember o f the Socia lis t P a r­
ty  in the T e x tile  union jo ined the 
ranks o f T ro tsky ism . L a s t m onth 
a' T ro ts k y is t  was elected as a 
leader o f the W orkers  C entra l 
o f Santiago province (the  m ost 
im p o rta n t in the c o u n try ). A n ­
o the r comrade was the m ost pop­
u la r speaker a t a la rge  g a th e r­
in g  o f construction  w orkers. The 
paper o f the C h i l e a n  P.O.R. 
(F ren te  O brero ) is d a ily  be­
com ing more popu lar among the 
w orke rs ; a t present more th .n



THE MILITANT Pa^c ft

t h e  MILITANT
Published W eekly  in the In te rests  o f the  W o rk in g  People 
THE MILITANT PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
116 U n ive rs ity  P L , N .  T .  3 . N .  Y . Phene: A L  5-7464

E d i t o r :  D A N IE L  R O B E R T S  
B usiness  M a n a g e r )  F R A N C E S  J A M E S

Vol. X X I - No. 31 Monday, A ug us t 5, 1957

A Piece of Demagogy
I f  ever there was a demagogic use o f 

the  c iv il libe rties  issue i t  is the a ttack  
on the c iv il- r ig h ts  b ill fo r  not p rov id ing  
ju r y  t r ia ls. C iv il libe rties  fo r  Negroes 
do not ex is t in the Deep South. I t  is well- 
known th a t M ississippi ju ries , fo r  example, 
hand out heavier penalties to w h ite  men 
fo r  shooting deer out o f season than fo r  
k il l in g  Negroes. Whereas Negroes are 
comm only fram ed up fo r  c rim ina l attacks 
on w h ite  women i t  is a man-bites-dog 
s to ry  when a Deep South ju r y  assesses 
the s ligh tes t penalty on whites fo r  rap ing  
Negro women or children.

T r ia l by J im -C row  ju r y  in  the South 
is best exem plified by the brazen acqu it­
ta l o f the lynchers o f 14-year-old E m m ett 
T il l tw o  summers ago and the recent 
acqu itta l o f the bombers o f N egro homes 
and churches in  M ontgom ery, A labama. 
These and a thousand o the r cases an­
swer the question w hether Southern 
ju rie s  w ill act fa ir ly  in cases invo lv ing  
w hite-suprem acy issues. To pu t a ju ry -  
tr ia l clause in to  the c iv il-r ig h ts  b ill would 
be the same as tea ring  i t  up.

I t  is no news th a t ju rie s  can be so 
prejudiced th a t a fa ir  t r ia l is impossible 
before them . E ng lish -A m erican  common 
law  has long recognized th is  poss ib ility . 
T h a t is why in  many cases the defendant 
has the p riv ilege  o f  asking th a t he not 
be tr ied  by ju r y  bu t by the judge. I t  is 
no tew orthy  th a t in  some recent w itch ­
h u n t tr ia ls  some defendants have availed 
themselves o f th is  prerogative .

A no the r legal p rovis ion to  p ro tect a 
defendant fro m  a prejudiced ju r y  is re­
quest fo r  a change o f venue. T ha t is to

tra n s fe r the  t r ia l to  an unprejudiced lo­
ca lity . B u t th is  provis ion only foresaw lo­
cal prejudice and not p re jud ice  in  a whole 
section o f the  country. Thus there  can 
be no change o f venue o f a case ou t o f 
the Deep South to, fo r  example, Ohio or 
Nebraska.

There are some 28 federa l statu tes 
p rov id ing  fo r  ju ry less  contem pt-of-court 
proceedings. A lm ost every state in  the 
union has s im ilia r  statutes. The demand- 
ers o f a ju ry - t r ia l amendment to the  pres­
ent c iv il- r ig h ts  b ill have never objected 
t o  these as v io la tin g  c iv il liberties.

W ha t precisely is the “ c iv il l ib e r ty ”  the 
ju ry - t r ia l proponents w ish to  pro tect ? 
T h e  r ig h t  o f  w h ite  supremacists to  pre­
vent N egroes. from  v o t in g !  I f  the rac is ts  
do not a tte m p t th is  there  w il l  be no con- 
tem pt-o f-court proceeding. Moreover, i f  
they  are cited they  can quash the  pro­
ceedings s im ply by le tt in g  Negroes vote.

Labor has had a long, and b it te r  experi­
ence w ith  governm ent by in junc tion . I t  
was and remains an example o f the  per­
version o f the law by a p ro -cap ita lis t ju d i­
c ia ry. B u t because o f th is  labor should not 
be taken in  by the false argum ents o f 
the un ion-busting D ix iecra ts.

C iv il libe rties  aren’t  a set o f phrases 
dropped fro m  the heavens. They are the 
resu lt o f the centuries-long s trugg le  o f 
the people to p ro tect themselves against 
selfish ru lin g  classes and governments. To 
defend wh a t has been won in  the past 
and to extend real freedom in to  a ll fie lds 
o f life  should be the a im  o f the  labor 
movement. Th is  requires a ll-ou t support 
o f the present c iv il-r ig h ts  b ill, inadequate 
though i t  is.

The Democrats and Civil Rights

Glimpses into Soviet Life
By L. P. Wheeler

C BS news w r ite r ,  M a rv in  S. 
K a lb , w il l soon publish the 
d ia ry  he kept w h ile  stationed in 
the  Soviet Union fo r  13 months. 
K a lb  speaks the Russian la n ­
guage and ta lked to  “ hundreds 
o f young people in  the course 
o f his trave ls  from  Tashkent to 
Len ingrad .

L ik e  m ost news correspond­
ents w r it in g  about the Soviet 
U n ion  fo r  the c a p ita lis t press, 
K al b is obviously bent on prov- 
v in g  the su p e rio r ity  o f' the “ free 
en te rp rise ”  system over Russian 
“ com m unism .”  A f te r  a ll, the edi­
to rs  demand copy to feed the 
co ld-w ar propaganda fa c to ry . B u t 
some o f the passages o f his 
d ia ry  wh ich were published in 
the  New  Y o rk  T im es Magazine, 
J u ly  28, can be judged inde­
pendently  and are o f exception­
a l in te rest.

 Here are excerpts from  one 
e n try , dated M arch 28, 1957:

“ T h is  evening, I  m et Volodya, 
a 28-year-o ld graduate  student 
a t the H is to ry  In s t itu te  in Mos­
cow. A  m a jo r in E ng lish  and 
A m erican  h i s t o r y ,  Volodya 
speaks E ng lish  flu e n tly . . . M any 
tim es, d u rin g  our conversation, I 
g o t the  im pression he was a 
m em ber o f the Comimunist P a r­
ty .  . .

‘‘We m et by  ra th e r  odd c ir ­
cum stance: I  was introduced to 
Vo lodya b y  a cab d rive r. We 
w a lked up and down G ork i S treet 
fo r  hours, ta lk in g  about U lano­
va, whom he adores, and the 
U n ite d  N ations, a t w h ich he 
scoffs. . .

T R O T S K Y ’S SPEECHES
“ W e ta lke d  about Russia, and 

a f te r  a w h ile , I  asked Volodya 
w h a t h is to ry  m eant to h im . He 
sa id : ‘H is to ry  is the exam ina­
tio n  o f the ob jective fac ts  o f a 
g iven period in order to under­
stand the  vast forces a t p lay .’ I 
agreed. I  then asked him  another 
question. I  suggested the possi­
b i l i t y  o f a Russian s tuden t t r y ­
in g  to  do objective research on 
the  1905 revo lu tion . The student 
w ou ld  have to have a l l  the docu­
m ents re la t in g  to  th is  period. 
Vo lodya  agreed. ‘T ro ts k y ,’ I  said,
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was a ve ry  im p o rta n t f ig u re  in 
the P etersburg Soviet; in  fac t, 

f o r  a  w h ile , he was cha irm an of 
the Soviet. Could th is  hypo the t­
ica l s t u d e n t  read T ro ts k y ’s 
speeches?’

“ He seemed fo r  a m om ent to 
be engaged in the band’s per­
fo rm ance o f ‘Love and M a r­
riage ,’ w h ich has been popu lar 
in  Russia. H is  eyes wandered 
restlessly over the vod ka -d rink ­
in g  c r o w d .  ‘V olodya,’ I  said, 
b reak ing  in to  his reverie , ‘could 
an average student study T ro t ­
sky ’s in fluence on the revo lu ­
tion , and i f  not, can you s t il l 
c la im  th a t Soviet scholarship is 
ob jective scho larsh ip  ? ’

“ Volodya s t i l l  could not look 
me in  the eye, bu t when he did, 
his gaze was no longer hard and 
de fian t. I t  was soft, and apolo­
getic. ‘ I  guess you h it  the na il 
on the head. I t ’s th a t k ind  of 
questions m y friends and I  have 
also begun to raise o f la te .’ ”

A n  A p r i l 18 e n try  records a 
conversation K a lb  had w ith  a 
young Soviet basketball pla yer, 
who trave lle d  frequ en tly , p la y ­
in g  in  tournam ents. He to ld  
K a lb  “ his ra th e r un ique d e fin i­
t io n  o f a Com m unist. ‘A  Com­
m un is t is a person,’ he explained, 
‘w ho has a car, a fa m ily , a 
dacha [sum m er home] , and lo ts 
o f money every m onth .’ W hen I  
asked h im  w lio  the grea test l iv ­
in g  Com m unists are, he an­
swered, ‘Khrushchev and B u l­
ganin, because they have cars, 
fam ilies , dachas, and m oney.’ ”

T H E  U P P E R  CRUST
T h is  m a tte r-o f- fa c t type o f re ­

m ark  calls to m ind the in d ig ­
na n t ou tbu rs t o f the veteran 
H u ngarian  CommUnist, P ro fes­
sor Gyula H a jdu  o f the U n iv e r­
s ity  o f Budapest, who, ju s t be­
fo re  the u p ris in g  la s t year, said: 
“ How  can the  Comimunist lead­
ers know  w h a t is go ing  on ? 
They never m ix  w ith  w orkers  or 
o rd in a ry  people, the y  don’t  meet 
them in  s treetcars because they 
a ll r ide  autom obiles, they don’t  
meet them  a t stores o r in the 
m arke t place because they have 
special stores, they don’t  meet 
them in  hospita ls because they 
have special sanatorium s.”  G yu­
la H a jdu  is now a p o lit ic a l p r is ­
oner in  K a d a r’s dungeons.

W O R KE R  IN  R E D  S Q UARE 
An episode fro m  cu rre n t “ ev­

eryday l i fe ”  is  reported in Isaac 
Deutsciher’s la te s t book, “'Russia 
in T ra n s itio n .”  I t  casts a reveal­
in g  l ig h t  on the mood o f w o rk ­
ers in the Soviet U n ion : 

“ Recently, fo r  instance, T rud  
(Soviet T rade Union newspaper) 
re lated an inc ident th a t occurred 
at the Red Square in  Moscow. A 
w o rke r accosted a m ember o f the 
Supreme Soviet a n d  rude ly  
chided him  fo r  ‘w earing  such 
fine  clothes’ as no w o rke r could 
a ffo rd . ‘ I can see at once,’ the

w o rke r said, ‘ th a t never in  your 
li fe  have you done a day’s w ork 
at the fa c to ry  bench.’ T rud, in ­
d ignan t a t th is  exam ple o f ‘hoo­
ligan ism ,’ te lls  its  readers th a t 
the  member o f the Supreme So­
v ie t had in fa c t been a fac to ry  
w o rke r most o f his l i fe ;  and the 
man who accosted him  behaved 
cow ard ly  fo r  he w ithdrew  and 
disappeared in  the crowd before 
his id e n tify  could be established.”

Deutscher’s comments on th is  
episode are qu ite apt. He says:

“ There is  h a rd ly  a de ta il in  
th is  seem ingly irre le v a n t epi­
sode w hich does n o t have alm ost 
sym bolic eloquence. I t  was un­
th in kab le  in  S ta lin ’s day th a t a 
w o rke r should dare to  accost a 
m ember o f the Supreme Soviet; 
and th a t he should do so a t th e  
Red Square o f a ll places, ju s t  
outside the K re m lin  w a ll. T h is  
used to be the m ost heavily- 
guarded spot in  the whole o f the 
Soviet U n ion —  i t  swarmed w ith  
po lice agents and w as usua lly  
shunned b y  the o rd in a ry  c itizen 
who had no business there.

“ B u t the w o rk e r’s new da ring  
s t i l l  has its  w e ll-de fined lim its . 
H a v in g  chided the d ig n ita ry , he 
pre fe rs  to  keep his anonym ity , to 
w ith d r aw, and to  plunge in to  the 
crowd. T im es have changed, b u t 
no t enough fo r  a w o rke r to  be­
lieve th a t he m ay ven t w ith  im ­
p u n ity  his fee lings a t ‘ th e ir ’ f in e  
clothes and ‘ th e ir ’ priv ileges. 
T h a t m any o f ‘them ’ had risen 
fro m  the w o rk in g  class is true , 
o f  course; b u t th is  does n o t make 
the  underdog fee l less o f an un­
derdog.

‘ ‘The pecu lia r fo rm  o f the pro- 
te s t he chose m ay have flavo red  
o f ‘hooligan ism .’ B ut, as a ru le , 
men express th e ir  fee lings  in  
th is  w a y  when the y  carinot eas­
i ly  express them  in  m ore le g it i­
m ate form 's. Y e t, how  m uch re ­
sentm ent a t in e q u a lity  m ust 
have been pe n t up in  the man, 
and how b it te r  m ust i t  have been, 
to  explode in  th is  w ay!

"“ H E  W IL L  COM E B A C K ”
“ Am ong his w orkm ates the 

p ro te s te r c e rta in ly  fee ls on much 
sa fe r g round  than a t the Red 
Square; and there, a t the fa c ­
to ry  bench o r a t the canteen, the 
priv ileges  o f the bureaucracy 
and the lalbor a ris tocracy  have 
become the recu rren t theme o f 
da ily  conversation. I t  is  the old­
est o f themes; ye t how novel i t  
is a fte r  the long and sullen si­
lence o f the S ta lin  era. There, 
among themselves, the workers 
are pondering anew th e ir  posi­
tio n  fo r ty  years a fte r  the  revo­
lu tio n  and g ro p ing  fo r  co llective 
action. The day may not be fa r  
o f f  when the anonymous man 
re tu rn s  to  the  Red Square bu t 
not to  accost a b igw ig  and vent 
resentm ent fu r t iv e ly .  He w ill 
come back, head u p lifted , and 
surrounded by m ultitudes, to  u t­
te r  anew the old and g rea t c ry  
fo r  eq ua lity .”

B y George Lavan Q-
The present c iv il- r ig h ts  f ig h t  

in  thfc' Senate is l i t t le  s h o rt o f 
disastrous fo r  the Dem ocratic 
P a rty . Not on ly does it  threaten 
Dem ocratic con tro l o f Congress 
in  the 1958 elections, but i l  raises 
the specter o f a Republican pres­
iden tia l v ic to ry  in  1900 even 
w ith o u t E isenhower. W ors t o f 
a ll, i t  endangers the very fu tu re  
existence o f the Dem ocratic 
P a rty .

This is w h y  a ll w ings— fro m  
D ix iec ra ts  to  N o rth e rn  libe ra ls  
— were f i l le d  w ith  dism ay when 
Republican l e a d e r  Know land 
forced the b ill- onto the Semite 
f lo o r. A nd  th is  is w hy  a ll of 
them, even those who s ick-a t- 
he a rt are speaking and vo tin g  
fo r  the (bill, secre tly  hope i t  w il l 
be defeated.

The Dem ocratic P a rty  basic­
a lly  is an unprinc ip led  coa lition  
o f II) the ^Dixiecrats, who are 
p r im a r ily  in te rested in  defend­
ing  the J im  Crow, open-shop so­
c ia l system  o f the S ou th ; 2) the 
b ig  c ity  machines, who are p r i ­
m a rily  in te rested , in  the money 
to be made fro m  p o lit ic s — jobs, 
patronage, contracts, g r a f t ; , and,
3) the labo r bureaucracy whose 
jo b  is to  de live r the w o rk ing - 
class .and N egro  vote and in  re ­
tu rn  .gets a few  crumbs fro m  the 
cap ita lis t-co n tro lle d  leaders o f 
the D em ocratic P a rty .

T h is  coa lition  can con tro l Con­
gress and the W h ite  House only 
as long  as the labo r leaders- can 
de live r the w ork ing-c lass vote. 
T h is  has been g e ttin g  .more d if ­
f ic u l t  since the w orkers  have 
been in creas ing ly  d isillusioned 
w ith  the  Dem ocratic P a rty  which 
long  ago cu t back d ra s tic a lly  on 
the am ount o f social leg is la tion  
i t  w ould even prom ise. A  ve ry  
i m p o r t a n t  and s tra te g ica lly  
placed segment o f the' w o rk ing - 
class vote is th a t o f the Negro 
people.

A N N U A L  S H A M  B A T T L E
F o r decades the Dem ocratic 

s tra te g y  fo r  p ro te c ting  the w h ite - 
suprem acist system o f the South, 
and a t the same tim e re ta in in g  
suppo rt o f N o rth e rn  N egro  v o t­
ers, was to  stage an annual sham 
ba ttle  in  w h ich  lib e ra l Demo­
cra ts pretended to w o rk  fo r  c iv il 
r ig h ts  le g is la tio n  in Congress on­
ly  to be s tym ied bv the S outhern 
Dem ocrats. T h is  pe rm itted  the 
bureaucracy o f union and Negro 
organ iza tions to  urge support 
o f lib e ra l Dem ocrats a t election 
tim e  p o in tin g  to  th e ir  “ p ro -c iv il 
r ig h ts ”  record.

But. th is  sweet racket, which 
the Democrats though t could go 
on t i l l  e te rn ity , was spoiled by 
the N egro  masses. They have 
been pushing against a ll J im  
Crow ba rrie rs  w ith  redoubled en­
ergy since the end o f the w ar. 
They have forced more and more 
concessions. T h is  has alarm ed 
the w h ite-suprem acists leaders 
so th a t they demanded a lessen­
in g  o f p ro -c iv il r ig h ts  demagogy 
on the pa rt o f the N o rthe rn  l ib ­
erals. Since the Southerners hold 
positions o f rea l power in  the 
Dem ocratic machine w h ile  the 
libe ra ls  and union bureaucrats 
do not, the  libera ls  capitu lated.

Thus a t the beg inn ing o f Con­
gress in 1955 the en tire  libe ra l 
bloc sold ou t com ple te ly on th e ir  
solertm pledges to f ig h t  fo r  a 
change in  Senate Rule 22— the 
ru le  p e rm itt in g  f ilib u s te rs . They 
did no t even in troduce a mo­
tion  to  change. Rule 22 because 
th a t would ir r i ta te  the' S ou th ­
erners. Then a “ gentlem en’s 
agreem ent”  was made to bury 
the c iv il- r ig h ts  issue in the in ­
terests o f p a r ty  u n ity . L a s t sum ­
m er’s Dem ocratic Convention f u r ­
th e r consummated th is  gentle 
men’s agreem ent w ith  a se ll-ou t 
p lank on c iv i l r ig h ts  th a t did not 
even support the Supreme Court 
decision aga inst school desegre­
ga tion . A d la i Stevenson, da rlin g  
o f t iie  libe ra ls , th ro u g h o u t his 
cam paign continued to weasel on 
c iv il- r ig h ts  and appease D ix ie ­
crats.

T H E  NEG RO  V O TE
The a n g e r  o f the N egro  

masses, who in  previous elec­
tions had voted 80% Dem ocratic, 
was expressed by  m illions  o f de­
fections to  the Republican col-

SENATO RS W IL L IA M  F. K N O W L A N D  and L Y N D O N  
P. JO HNSO N, above, are respective ly the  m in o r ity  and ma­
jo r ity  f lo o r leaders in  the current c iv il r ig h ts  debate. The 
Republican Know land has presidentia l asp ira tions and is push­
ing  a m ucl-weakened b ill.  T he Dem ocrat Johnson, w ith  some 
liberals, is  try in g -  to  “ avo id a f il ib u s te r ”  by concessions to 
D ix iecra ts.

umn.  Despite some repen tan t 
breast-beating b y  N o rth e rn  Dem­
ocrats, the impotence of the. l ib ­
era l w in g  was dem onstrated by 
continuance o f the gentlem en’s 
agreem ent: C on tro l o f Congress 
was f ir m ly  retained- by the 
Southern Dem ocrats, the un­
speakable E as tland  was g iven 
the Senate Ju d ic ia ry  Com m ittee 
to  which a ll c iv il- r ig h ts  b ills  
w ou ld  be re ferred. In  re tu rn  the 
libe ra ls  were allowed to  make 
the record again b y  b r ie f ly  go­
in g  th rough  the  m otions o f op­
posing Rule 22 and in tro du c ing  
some b ills  to  die in Senator E as t­
land ’s p u rg a to ry . I t  was hoped 
and expected th a t these tr ic k s  
and the passage o f tim e  would 
remove the bad taste o f the 1956 
cam paign fro m  the N egro  vo te rs ’ 
mouths.

But Negro m ilita n cy , instead 
o f d im in ish ing  a fte r  election day, 
has increased. The s trugg le  in 
the Deep South, exem plified  in 
the M ontgom ery bus boycott, has 
aroused the w ho le ’ N egro people 
and' m illio ns  o f w h ite  a llies to  a 
f ig h t in g  mood. Republican p o lti-  
cians faced w ith  the e x it from  
po litics  o f Eisenhower, t i:e ir  prize 
y o te -g e tte r, see an op po rtu n ity  
to re ta in  the presidency, and 
even to  w in Congress, by ta k in g  
the N egro  vote away fro m  the 
Dem ocrats.

The w ay to do th is , they f ig ­
ure, is to do w h a t the  Demo­
c ra tic  libe ra ls  never d id  despite 
a ll th e ir  prom ises: ac tua lly  de­
liv e r  some le g is la tio n— not much 
bu t som eth ing— on c iv il r ig h ts . 
B y doing so they no t on ly calcu­
la te  to d isc red it the Democrats 
bu t to w in  a c red it w ith  the N e­
g ro  vote rs o f f  which they hope 
to  live  p o lit ic a lly  fo r  m any years 
w ith o u t any fu r th e r  de live ry .

K now land ’s and N ix o n ’s fo rc ­
in g  o f the c iv il- r ig h ts  b i l l  to  the 
Senate f lo o r  no t on ly  s p lit the 
N o rth e rn  and Southern w ings o f 
the Dem ocratic P a rty , i t  s p lit 
the Dem ocratic libe ra ls  down the 
m iddle. W hile  a ll the Dem ocrats 
hoped th a t the b il l could be kep t 
fro m  the Senate flo o r, those 
N o rth e rn  libe ra ls  fro m  states 
w ith  v e ry  la rge  N egro votes 
dared no t vote aga inst it .  Thus 
Douglas o f I ll in o is  and M cN a­
m ara o f M ich igan  have decided 
th a t th e ir  on ly  hope is to give 
the appearance o f be ing even 
m ore a rden t fo r  the ad m in is tra ­
t io n ’s b i l l  than the Republicans.

O PEN T R A ITO R S
B u t lib e ra l Democrats fro m  

states w ith  sm a lle r N egro popu­
la tions  have openly tu rned  t ra ito r  
to  c iv il r ig h ts . The f ir s t  exam­
ple o f th is  was the vote o f Morse 
( D - O r e . ) ,  M u rra y  ( D -M o n t . ) ,  
Magnuson (D -W ash .), M ansfie ld  
(D .-M on t.), a n d  Kennedy (D - 
M ass), aga inst b r in g in g  the c iv il 
r ig h ts  b i ll d ire c tly  to the flo o r 
o f the Senaite, thus avo id ing 
E as tland ’s com m ittee. This was 
no t on ly  a se ll-ou t to the D ix ie ­
cra ts  in  re tu rn  fo r  a lik e  num -

The Immaculate Bomb
[The fo llo w in g  was clipped 

from  a St. Louis newspaper 
and sent to  us by a M il ita n t  
reader. —  Ed.]
To the E d ito r  o f the Post- 
D ispatch :

Some tim e  a fte r  the bomb 
had fa lle n  the  lone su rv ivo r 
managed to  craw l on his 
bleeding- stum ps to  the crest 
o f  a nearby h ill.

T h c ie  below he could see 
one g re a t expanse o f inc red i­
ble nothingness where once 
had been the m ig h tie s t c ity  
in  the w orld .

N o t a b rick , not a tw ig  —  
no th ing  b u t m iles and m iles 
o f pu lverized dust.

Despite g re a t agony he 
opened his su rv iva l kit. and 
tu rned on the geiger counter.

A  s p lit  second o f tense ex­
pectancy and then a fee ling  of 
suprem e e la tion  smothered 
his pain.

Joy o f jo ys ! Oh ecstasy! 
N o t one trace  o f rad ioactive 
fa llo u t!  T h is , then, had been 
a clean bom b!

A bsent-m inded ly he turned 
o f f  the  sw itch  and s low ly 
ro lled over on his back.

H is b rea th ing  became sho rt­
e r and shorter.

The end was near.
N ow  he opened his eyes 

and w h ile  gazing a t w h a t was 
le f t  o f the sun s in k ing  in  the 
n o rth  he moved his lips  and 
whispered w ith  his dy ing  
b re a th :
“ Thank you, Adm . S trauss.”  

O. B R O TH ER

ber o f votes in  fa v o r  o f the H e ll’s 
Canyon b i l l  w h ich the W estern­
ers w an t, b u t as Kennedy’s pres.- 
ence indicated, a move to p re ­
ven t a c iv il- r ig h ts  f ig h t  which 
could on ly  s p lit  the Dem ocratic 
P a r ty  and* g ive •c red it t& the Re­
publicans.

, The spearhead o f a ll the moves 
to  gu t the a lready weak c iv il 
r ig h ts  b ill w ith  a host o f amend­
ments has subsequently been led 
by lib e ra l Dem ocrats. L ibe ra l 
Morse made a second a ttem p t to 
send the b ill to  E astland ’s g rave­
yard . L ibe ra l Anderson (D -N .M .) 
in troduced the amendment c u t­
t in g  the c iv il r ig h ts  section from  
the b ill,  thus reducing i t  solely 
to  a r ig h t-to -vo te  b ill.  L ibe ra l 
M ansfie ld  (D  - M on t.) exerted 
g rea t e ffo r ts  in  lin in g  up votes 
fo r  the amendment. E leven lib ­
era l Democrats voted w ith  the 
D ix iecra ts  in th is  successful 
em asculation o f the b ill.

Brazen in h is a n ti-c iv il r ig h ts  
labor, lib e ra l O’M ahoney (D - 
C o l.), wflio has been one o f the 
m ost vocife rous opponents o f 
the b il l,  has in troduced an amend­
m ent to  render in e ffec tive  the 
voting, r ig h t  section —  the only 
meaning’fu l p a r t  le f t  in  the b ill.  
Co-sponsoring- t h i s  amendment 
are lib e ra ls  Church (D -Idaho ) 
and K e fauve r (D -T enn .), who 
campaigned fo r  the Dem ocratic 
p res iden tia l nom ination  by ta lk ­
ing- to the le f t  o f A d la i S teven­
son on the c iv il- r ig b ts  issue.

F IL IB U S T E R  T H R E A T
I f  the D ix iec ra ts  are unable to 

get an em asculation o f the r ig h t-  
to -vo te  section they th rea ten to 
f ilib u s te r. Then K now land  w ill 
press fo r  closure. Th is would 
agsin s p lit  the Dem ocrats and 
the Dem ocratic libe ra ls . Douglas, 
M cN am ara and com pany w ould 
be forced once more to  oppose 
th e ir  fe llo w  libe ra ls  o f yeste r­
day, o therw ise they would bear 
the b ru n t o f the b i l l ’s de feat be­
fo re  the N egro people. T h e ir po­
s itio n  is about as uncom fortab le  
as a c a p ita lis t p o lit ic ia n  can 
f in d  h im se lf in .

B u t th is  is on ly  th e ir  present 
d i f f ic u lty  —  the fu tu re  abounds 
in  more. To w in  the 1958 Con- 
gressional and the I960 presi- 
dentia l campaigns the libe ra l 
Dem ocrats «nd the trade ' union 
bureaucracy w il l  have to  coun­
te r  the Republican bid  fo r  Ne- 
 g ro  support. The pow erfu l D ix ie - 
c.rat w in g  o f the p a r ty  w i l l  pu t 
its  fo o t down on any suggestion 
o f fu r th e r  c iv il r ig h ts  legis la- 
tion .

M oreover, the  labo r bureau­
cracy, a lready having d iff ic u lt ie s  
se lling  the Dem ocratic candidates 
to  the  ran k  and file , w i l l  be 
faced w ith  a s p lit  in  the ranks 
o f its  constituents fo r  the im ­
p o rta n t and s tra teg ic  N egro  vote 
w il l  in c reas ing ly  tu rn  thumbs 
down on the Dem ocratic P a rty  
as a whole.

N E G R O -LA B O R  U N IT Y
To p reven t a s p lit  in  the w o rk ­

ing-class votes the Negroes m ust 
have an a lte rna tive  to vo tin g  Re­
publican. T h is  a lte rna tive  can 
o n ly  be a new p a rty , a Labor 
P a rty , based on the unions, w o rk ­
in g  fa rm e rs  and oppressed m i­
no ritie s . Between the Republic­
ans and such a p a r ty  the Negro 
people would n o t hesitate. They 
have no illus ions about the good 
fa ith  o r permanence o f the over- 
n i g h t  conversion o f reaction ­
a ry  Republicans to c iv il r ig h ts . 
They w ou ld  have every c o n fi­
dence in  a p a r ty  based on the 
unions and in  w h ich they had a 
propo rtiona te  share o f con tro l, 
candidates and p a rtic ip a tio n  in 
p la tfa rm  -dr a ft in  g .

Explosions rocked th ree  U.S. 
In fo rm a tio n  Service Centers, in ­
c lud ing  the Voice o f Am erica 
o ffice  J u ly  31 in  B e iru t, Lebanon. 
Heavy police guards have now 
been placed a t a l l U.S. offices.

the a irp lane  fo r  Moscow. A lva ro  
M enendez Franco, was p lann ing  
to p a rtic ip a te  in  the In te rn a tio n ­
al Y ou th  F es tiva l in  Moscow. No 
charges aga inst h im  were f ile d .

*  *  ip

E X IT S  FROM  IT A L IA N  COM ­
M U N IS T  P A R T Y  increased las t 
week w ith  the res igna tion  o f 
A n to n io  G io lit t i ,  leader o f the 
p a r ty  in P iedm ont province and 
m em ber o f pa rliam en t. M r. Gio- 
l i t t i ’s was one o f the m ost re ­
spected names in Ita lia n  po litics . 
Eugen io Reale, a C. P. senator 
expelled la s t December, in d i­
cated th a t G io l it t i ’s and his own 
departures were prom pted by the 
rea l iz a tion  th a t the p a r ty  could 
no t be re form ed.

sjc j}<

T H IR T Y  C O M M U N IS T  P A R - ' 
T Y  LE A D E R S  were placed un­
der house a rre s t by  the  rebel

m u n is t candidates in  recent elec­
tions.

*  *  *

A N O T H E R  “ P LO T ”  to  “ un­
derm ine and overthrow '”  the C h i­
nese C om m unist reg im e was an­
nounced by  the P eking rad io  on 
J u ly  30th. The la te s t one, cen­
tered in  the P o rt o f Ts in tao , fo l­
lowed by one week the c rush ing  
o f an “ in c ip ie n t re v o lt”  in  T s ing - 
ha i province in  N o rth w e s t China. 
In te lle c tu a ls  and ca p ita lis ts  were 
named as backers and fina nc ie rs  
o f both p lo ts.

*  *  *

B R IT IS H  BU S S T R IK E , in ­
vo lv ing  100,000 men, has been 
settled favo ra b ly . The s tr ik e  was 
m arked w ith  violence gs the gov­
ernm ent engaged in s tr ike -b re a k ­
in g  a ttem p ts  a t scab- herding. 
The s tr ik e rs  won a wage in ­
crease o f 11 s h illin g s  ($1.54) a 
week.

...Civil Rights Bill
Know land and N ixo n ’s drive to 

w in  the N egro  vote b y  a c tu a lly  
push ing a c iv il- r ig h ts  b il l w ith  
a l i t t le  som eth ing in i t  th rough  
the Senate, has ru ined the Dem-

o f labo r and the N egro  peo­
ple”  in troduce the em asculating 
amendments and do the fro n tin g  
fo r  the D ix iecra ts .

A t  present i t  is a toss-up 
w hethe r Section IV  w i l l  be 
amended to  death o r not. K now ­
land, Republican leader in the 
Senate, c la im s he has enough 
votes to  pass Section IV  in tact.

Inco rpo ra ted  In the Southern 
s tra te g y  is an a tte m p t to  bribe 
the A F L -C IO  in to  suppo rting  
the em asculating amendment. 
T h is  was done by d ra ft in g  the 
ju r y - t r ia l  am endm ent so th a t i t  
w ou ld  also app ly  to  in junctions 
used aga inst labor.

The open bid  to the la b o r bu­
reaucracy by the w h ite  suprem a­
cists was Im m ed ia te ly  branded 
by  James B. Carey, p resident of 
the In te rn a tio n a l Un ion o f Elec- 
tr ic a l W orkers , as a “ sop,”  “ in ­
tended to m o llify  labo r.”  He con­
tinued : “ L a b o r w i l l  no t b a rte r 
aw ay e ffec tive  p ro tection  o f the 
r ig h t  o f a N egro  to  re g is te r and 
vote in  re tu rn  fo r  the ve ry  dub i­
ous advantage t h a t  Senators 
O’Mahoney, K e fa uve r and Church 
now appear to  o ffe r  la bo r.”

Three days la te r the executive 
com m ittee o f the A F L -C IO  is ­
sued a statem ent opposing the 
amendment. John L . Lewis, on 
the o ther hand, took the ba it and 
Dem ocratic m a jo r ity  l e a d e r  
Lyndon Johnson o f Texas g loa t­
in g ly  read Lew is ’ te legram  o f 
support in to  the Congressional 
record.

The labo r bureaucra ts have 
been p u t on the same spot b y  the 
Republican d rive  to  pass a c iv il-  
r ig h ts  b il l as the lib e ra l Demo­
crats. La bo r leaders fo r  years 
have been com m itted in  words 
to  support o f  c iv il r ig h ts  .The ir 
p o lit ic a l ties, however, are a l­
m ost exclusive ly w ith  the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty . F o r years the labo r 
leaders have abetted the libe ra l 
Dem ocrats in the con gam e of 
g a rne ring  N egro  and labor votes 
on the c iv il- r ig h ts  issue on ly to 
sell ou t by in tro d u c in g  c iv il-  
r ig h ts  b ills  p rearranged to  die 
in  com m ittee. T h is  kep t the lib ­
e ra l Dem ocrats happy —  they 
“ made the record” ; i t  kep t the 
D ix iecra ts  con tent —  no b ills  
were passed; and i t  k e p t the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  united.

First Showing in 
Buffalo

Salt of the Earth
A stirring Film  of a miners' 
union in a courageous strug­
gle against poverty and dis­
crimination.

Sun., A ug . 18, 7:30 P.M . 
W ash ing ton H a ll 

831 W ashington St. 
A dm iss ion : $1.00 
Sponsored by 

M ilitant Forum

T H O U S A N D S  O F D E M O N ­
STRATO RS in a ll p rinc ip a l 
c itie s  o f Colomfbia, South A m e r­
ica, fo rced  the ru l in g  m il ita ry  
ju n ta  to  abolish the puppet con­
s t itu e n t assembly and set a date 
fo r  p res iden tia l and. congression­
a l elections ne x t M ay.

*  *  *

EXP O SE D  TO F A L L O U T  ra ­
d ia tio n  tw o years ago, the 82 
in hab itan ts  o f tw o o f the M a r­
sha ll Is lands rem ain fa r  from  
cured. The e ffects on the is ­
lander’ s blood and blood-form -. 
in g  organs pe rs is t; s ixteen s t ill 
s u ffe r  .from  rad ia tio n  and skin 
lesions. The islanders are wards 
o f the U.S. governm ent.

* * *
FO U R  JO U R N A L IS T S  A N D  

E D IT O R S  were accused1 o f a p lo t 
to o ve rth row  the E as t German 
reg im e, and sentenced to  prison 
tennis ra n g in g  fro m  three to f iv e  
years. The accused were alleged 
supporte rs o f W olfgang ' H arich, 
considered a M a rx is t philosopher 
and a n ti-S ta lin is t, now serv ing 
a 10-year sentence.

♦ ♦ ♦
P O L IS H  W O R KE R S A R E  A 

M IN O R IT Y  now in the Polish
C om m unist P a rty . A ccord ing  to 
Nowe D roge (C. P. theore tica l
m agazine), w o rkers , who con­
s titu te d  60.5% o f the  p a r ty ’s 
mem/bersliip in  1948, accounted 
fo r  on ly 44.0% in 1956, and there 
has been a “ fu r th e r  de te rio ra ­
tion  o f the  com position o f the 
p a r ty ”  in  3957. A t  least h a lf  of 
a ll new candidates fo r  m em ber­
ship are bureaucrats.

*  * *
S T R IK E S  IN  H O N D U R A S

b ro ug h t the charge o f a 'c o m ­
m un is t p lo t”  by the ru lin g  m il i­
ta ry  clique. The ‘ ‘p lo t”  was sup­
posed to  spread chaos and thus

com m ander o l the Celebes p ro v ­
ince in Indonesia. The arrests 
fo llow ed w idespread, d ram atic  
increases in the vote fo r  Com-

T H E R E  A R E  NO  C O N C EN ­
T R A T IO N  CAM PS in  A lg e ria , 
“ in  the p rope r sense o f the 
w o rd ,”  according to  a re p o rt 
o f the  In te rn a tio n a l Com m ittee 
A g a in s t Concentration Camps 
a f te r  a lC -day " in v e s tig a tio n .”  
The same re p o rt concedes, how­
ever, th a t to r tu re  and un lim ite d  
a rb it ra ry  d e t e n t i o n  w ith o u t 
charges were common. I t  also 
.acknowledges the  presence o f 
5,300 A lg e ria n s  in  t e  r  n e d in 
barbed-'w ire enclosed camps un ­
charged w ith  any crim e.

in te r fe re  w ith  the scheduled 
elections.

*  * *
“ R E A C T IO N A R Y  M U R D E R  - 

ERS,”  no t h u ng ry  people, were 
blam ed by  P eking Radio fo r  a 
ra id  on a governm ent rice  s ta ­
t io n  la s t week in w h ich seven 
persons were k illed .

* * *
P A  N A M  A N  I  A N  Y O U T H  

T H R O W N  IN  J A IL  ju s t a few  
mom ents be fore lie was to board

o c ra t’s con game. I t  has s p lit  the 
D em ocra tic  lib e ra l bloc r ig h t  
down the m iddle. H a lf  o f these 
much advertised “ frie n d s  o f c iv il 
r ig h ts ”  a re  now v o tin g  aga inst 
c iv il r ig h ts . The o ther h a lf,  
whose states have la rge  N egro  
popu la tions o r whose am bitions 
fo r  the n e x t convention can on ly 
he rea lized  w ith  N egro backing, 
are forced unhapp ily  to  support 
the Republican e iv il- r ig h ts  h ill.

T he  D ix ieo ra ts  and those l ib ­
era l Dem ocrats who are p lu g ­
g in g  the  ju r y - t r ia l am endm ent 
obviously had reason to believe 
th a t they stood a chance o f w in ­
n ing  A F L -C IO  support. There is 
no doubt (but th a t the re  is a d i­
v ision on the issue in  the A F L -  
CIO top  leadership. M oreover, 
IU E  P res iden t Carey’s im m ed i­
ate and s trong  denuncia tion of 
the o ffe re d  b ribe  to  labor, in ­
dicates th a t he aim ed to  scotch 
any move to  p u t labo r on record 
fo r  the amendment. I t  should 
be reca lled th a t las t A p r i l  Carey 
resigned as head o f the A F L -C IO  
C iv il R igh ts  Com m ittee declar­
in g  th a t i t  was no t allowed to do 
any th ing .

The A F L -C IO  top leadersh ip ’s 
ra th e r ta rd y  re jec tion  o f the 
am endm ent means th a t the la ­
bor m ovem ent w i l l  continue fo r ­
m al support o f the b ill.  H ow ­
ever, th is  support is  fa r  fro m  
enthusiastic  o r dynam ic. The 
un ion  press u tte rs  the words o f 
support bu t the re  have been no 
rea l moves by  the unions to  
m ob ilize  sen tim ent and b rin g  
pressure on the  po litic ians .

(Continued fro m  page 1) 
the a ttack  on Section TV o f the 
b il I fo llow s the  same plan which 
resu lted in  the massacre o f Sec­
t io n  I I I ,  the c iv il- r ig h ts  section. 
T h a t is to have libe ra ! “ friends



By An Auto W orker

I  was w o rk ing  on an auto assembly line 
in s ta llin g  the rea r bumper, harness d ips , 
generator w ires and nuts. E ve ry  m inu te  
and a qua rte r another car came by. A t  
union m eetings there  were ang ry  demands 
th a t som ething be done about the  speed­
up, since we d idn ’t  have tim e  to  get a 
d r in k  from  the  w a te r fo u n ta in  ten fee t 
away. The men were f i l in g  overw ork 
grievances and g e ttin g  reprim ands fo r  
“ not show ing s u ffic ie n t e f fo r t "  in  re tu rn .

Before the w h is tle  blew, men were m ak­
ing  up stock because otherw ise they could 
ce rta in ly  no t keep up. O ur theme song 
was “ M ule T ra in .”  Fellows would ta lk  
about reaching fo r  parts  in  th e ir  sleep. 
One o ld -tim e r had a dream th a t he 
couldn’t  keep up w ith  the line. He was 
going deeper and deeper in to  the  hole. 
He yelled fra n tic a lly  fo r  the  forem an, 
when he awoke, he was hoarse from  ye ll­
ing.

I t  was in  th is  n igh tm are  atmosphere 
th a t the forem an gave me a rag  w ith  
orders th a t I  clean o f f  the  spots on my 
side o f the  car in  spare moments. I  asked 
fo r  the com m ittee man. There were fo u r 
o f us w o rk ing  on rea r bum pers; we de­
cided to  settle  th is  beef together. I  clean­
ed the cars qu ite  tho rough ly . So tho rough­
ly  th a t ou r operation was going in  the 
hole. In  a few  m inutes we had the re lie f 
man help ing us.

The com m ittee man came over: “ I 'm

Dan the F ig h tin g  Man, w h a t’s the  beef?”  
he asked. I  to ld h im  th a t we were a ll over­
worked as i t  was, and now the forem an 
was g iv in g  me another operation. Dan 
ta lked about the  contract, about the old 
days and the present days, t i l l  the fo re ­
man was called away. Then Dan said: 
“ You did r ig h t  ca lling  me. I ’ll shoot the 
bu ll fo r  another 15 m inutes. He doesn’t  
have h is  re lie f man and you’re g e ttin g  
a break. B u t you know we can’t  se ttle  
anyth ing . By the  tim e  the grievance is 
processed, next year’s models w ill be out, 
and there w ill be a new procedure.”

I  went back on the line, continued to 
clean the cars m eticulously and we con­
tinued to go in to  the  hole. B o th  the re lie f 
man and re p a ir man couldn’ t  catch the 
line up. The bolts fo r  the bumpers never 
seemed to  line up. “ Stop-W atch”  Jackson 
couldn’t  even tim e-study the job  because 
o f the confusion. The forem an, in  anger, 
asked me w ha t was I  t ry in g  to  prove. I  
explained th a t I  was ju s t  doing w ha t I 
was told. Even the general forem an w ent 
in to  the. p it, g e ttin g  h is w h ite  s h ir t  d ir ty . 
B ut  the bumpers s t i l l  wouldn’t  fa ll in to  
place.

F in a lly  the forem an came over and took 
m y rag away w ith o u t a word. We had 
won. The fo u r o f us knew we had settled 
th is  grievance by ourselves. Everyone else 
on the fin a l line knew i t  too. We never 
saw th is  p a rticu la r boss again —  he lack­
ed th a t golden touch.
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Socialists Campaign in Detroit
Murray Zuckoff Hits 
Foes of Housing Bill

B y Dave M iller
JU L Y  31 —  The anti-b ias housing b ill came under 

severe a ttack  by landlord groups a t a New Y o rk  C ity  
Council hearing yesterday. M u rra y  Z ucko ff, Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  candidate f o r

T w o  Banana P orts
By Henry Gitano
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the ra ilro a d  (the re  is no road) 
and runs the commissaries. '

I  had been to ld  th a t the La 
Ceiba fence delineates S tandard 
F r u it  p ro p e rty . In  an elegant 
d in ing-room  w ith in  the iro n -c u r­
ta ined  compound I  inqu ired  as to 
the reason fo r  the b ig  fence. 1 
was to ld  th a t  ‘ ‘sometimes there 
are rio ts , s tr ikes  and dem onstra­
tions, so S tandard F r u it  o ffic ia ls  
reside and offices a re  m ainta ined 
w ith in  th is  enclosure.”  A t  9 P.M. 
a ll b u t one gate is locked fo r  
the n igh t, and w atch men p a tro l.

W a lk in g  on w e ll-paved roads, 
past coun try  homes, lawns, te r­
races, a sw im m ing  pool, w h ile  
now cars passed me Iby, 1 saw a 
b ig  s tru c tu re  a ll l i t  up. The en­
trance had the US seal, over 
which was inscribed : “ Consular 
Agency UiSA.”

The ‘ ‘oro verde,”  S tandard 
F r u it ’s green gold, provides a 
h igh  standard o f l iv in g  fo r  the 
A m erican bosses s it t in g  behind 
the iro n  fence— in fe a r o f th e ir  
lives. The o ff ic ia l representa tive  
o f the Yankee “ Good N e igh bo r” 
also .must seek pro tection  behind 
the F r u it  Com pany’s iro n  fence 
-—th a t is the rea l, naked re la ­
tionsh ip  between UlS im p e ria l­
ism  and L a tin -A m e rica n  w o rk ­
ers.

I  w alked ou t the one gate 
th a t rem ained open. Opposite it ,  
b r o n z e d  Honduran ians were 
sleeping on the ground, one of 
them  had a g u ita r  w ith  an  a t ­
tached harm onica, by his side, 
They had to fe a r hunger and 
sickness, b u t they d id  not need a 
fence to  p ro te c t them  fro m  the 
h u n g ry  ones.

O rder fro m

P IO N E E R  PU B LISHERS

116 U n ivers ity  Placc  

N ew  Y ork  3, N .Y .

Calendar 
Of Events

Chicago
Chicago M il i ta n t  Labo r Fo­

rum , F r i., Aug . 9, 8:15 P.M., 
Shake-up in  the K re m lin . Speak­
e r; Johh T rav is . 777 W . Adams.

Los Angeles
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , F ri., 

A ug . 9, 8:15 P.M., “ How  to  Stop 
the  H -Bom b Tests.”  Speaker: 
Theodore Edwards. 1702 E. 4th 
St. D iscussion and refreshm ents. 

•
Buffalo

M ilita n t  Forum , Sun., A ug . 18. 
F ir s t  B u ffa lo  show ing: S a lt o f 
the  E a rth . W ash ing ton  H a ll, 831 
W ash ing ton  St. A dm iss ion : $1.00.

New Y ork  Y ou th
Y oung S oc ia lis t Forum , Tues., 

Aug. 6, 8:15 P.M., “ W orkers 
S trugg les  in  the Soviet U n ion .” 
'Speaker: M a rth a  W ells  o f the 
Y oung S ocia lis t League (L e ft-  
w in g ) . A de lph i H a ll, 74 F if th  
A ve. (near 14th (St.). C o n trib u ­
t io n : 50 cents. 25 cents fo r  stu­
dents.

West Coast
The W est Coast Vacation 

School (30 m iles fro m  Los A n ­
geles) w i l l  be .held from ' A ug . 31 
througih /Sept. 8. F o r in fo rm a tio n  
and reservations w r ite :  W est
Coast Vaca tion  School, 1702 E. 
4 th  S tree t, Los Angeles, 33, 
C a lif., o r phone; A N  or
NiO 3-0387.

Large Attendance 
At First Socialist 
Youth Forum

J U L Y  31— One o f the best a t­
tended soc ia lis t you th  meetings 
New Y ork  C ity  has seen in re 
cent years took place las t n ig h t 
when 73 students and y o u n g 
w orkers pa rtic ipa ted  in the f ir s t  
discussion o f the Young Socialist 
Forum . M ike  Brooks from  the 
A n tioch  College Discussion Club 
opened the f i r s t  in  a series of 
ta lks  w i t h  “ Negroes on the 
M arch .”

The discussion revealed the 
d ive rs ifie d  experiences o f the 
F o ru m ’s pa rtic ipan ts . A  D e tro it­
e r fro m  W ayne U n iv e rs ity  gave 
an eyewitness re p o rt about M rs. 
E the l W atk ins , the '“Rosa Parks 
o f D e tro it ,”  who defied the 
rac is ts  by m ov ing  in to  a l i ly  
w h ite  neighborhood. He v iv id ly  
re la ted  how  hundreds o f people 
came to  the aid  o f th is  heroic 
seamstress by o rg an iz in g  de­
fense guards. A n o th e r col'lege 
student descii'bed 'how in te r ­
ra c ia l teams o f packinghouse o r­
ganizers worked in  the Siouth.

D iffe rences developed around 
the  ro le  o f the  N A A C P , the Ne­
g ro  c le rgy  as mass leaders, la ­
bor o ff ic ia ld o m ’s desire o r ca­
pa c ity  to organize the South. 
W h ile  one student m ainta ined 
th a t the A F L -C IO  is doing its  
best to  organ ize the South, an­
o the r he ld  th a t unions conducted 
paper cam paigns because they 
were a fra id  to r is k  social s tru g ­
gles th a t m ig h t ge t ou t of 
bounds.

The discussion continued long 
a f te r  the fo rum . Students who 
had never be fore attended so­
c ia lis t m eetings asked w h a t was 
the N egro -Labor a lliance, w hat 
was C IO ’s O pera tion D ix ie ; they 
had tasted a new w o rld  o f se­
rious and s tim u la tin g  discussion 
and they were hu ng ry  fo r  more. 
W ell, the re ’s more com ing: On 
A u g  6, M a rtha  W ells o f the 
Young Socia lis t League (L e ft  
W in g ) w i l l  lead a discussion on 
“ W orke rs ’ S trugg les in  the So­
v ie t U n ion.”  On A ug . 13 the  top ic 
w i l l  be “ A lg e r ia : The F ig h t For 
N a tio n a l Independence.”  Forums 
are held a t A de lph i H a ll, 74 
F if th  Avenue (near 11 S t.) at 
8:15 P.M. each Tuesday.

S A R A H  L O V E L L , Socialist 
W o rkers  P a rty  candidate fo r  
M ayo r o f D e tro it. She stated: 
"L ab o r and its  allies, rep re ­
senting the m a jo rity  o f the  
population, have the  power, 
the rig h t and the duty to gov­
ern  D e tro it.”

D ETR O IT, Ju ly  28 —  Yesterday was the last day 
fo r  f i l in g  in  D e tro it ’s m unicipa l elections, and th is  is 
how the p ic tu re  stacks up to d a y :

The B ig  Business candidate 
fo r  M ayo r is Lou is C. M ir ia n i, 
p resident o f the Common Coun­
c il,  and a carbon copy o f r e t i r ­
in g  M ayo r Cobo, a consistent re ­
actiona ry .

The po w erfu l labor movem ent 
here refused to  nom inate anybody 
to ru n  aga inst M ir ia n i, even 
though his record is so poor th a t 
the CIO had to  deny h im  en­
dorsem ent in  some o f his p re ­
vious cam paigns fo r  o ffice .

A lto g e th e r, tw e lve  candidates 
are seeking the  tw o nom inations 
fo r  M ayo r in  the  Sept. 10 p r i­
m ary , b u t m ost o f them  rep re ­
sent on ly  themselves and are 
e ith e r Dem ocrats o r Republicans, 
a lth ou gh  the “ non-partisan”  re g ­
u la tions in  th is  cam paign bar 
any p o lit ic a l designations on the 
ba llo t.

The on ly  one o f them  who is 
opposing M ir ia n i fro m  the le f t  is 
Sarah Love ll, cam paign ing w ith  
the endorsement o f the Socia list 
W orke rs  P a rty .

Seventy-seven people also have 
file d  fo r  the n ine-m em ber Com­
mon Council, f ro m  whom  18 w il l  
be nom inated in  the p rim a ry . In ­
cluded are a ll e ig h t o f the incum ­
bents who toge ther w ith  M ir ia n i 
make up the p resen t Council.

JO Y C E  C O W LE Y , Socialist 
W orkers  P a rty  candidate fo r  
M ayo r o f New Y ork . She is 
an active p a rtic ip a n t in  the 
s tru g g le  to  e lim ina te  segre­
ga tion  in  New Y ork  C ity  
schools, and housing.

Pickets Protest Jailing 
Of A-Test Opponents
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PIO N E E R  PU B LISHERS
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C atalogue on Request

J U L Y  30— Twelve New York 
pac ifis ts  are in ja il in  New Y ork  
serv ing  30-day sentences fo r 
openly re fus ing  to  take shelter 
d u rin g  the J u ly  12 a ir  ra id  a lert 
on the ground tha t i t  was “ psy­
chological p repa ra tion  fo r  w a r.”  
Ten o f the prisoners are asso­
ciated w ith  the C atholic W orker 
Movem ent, an anarch is t-pac ifis t 
o rgan iza tion  which declared in 
advance: “ We refuse to p lay th is  
w a r game.”  I t  was a mock 
emergency, but. the police pow­
ers exercised under the New 
Y o rk  Defense Em ergency Act, 
and the ja i l  sentences meted out, 
are on ly too rea l.

T h is  was the th ird  consecu­
tiv e  yea rly  ra id  exercise. I t  was 
launched by  E isenhower issu ing 
the o re tica lly  a p roc lam ation  de­
c la rin g  an ‘ ‘un lim ited  state of 
na tiona l em ergency and th re a t 
o f invasion.”  C iv il defense o f f i ­
cials procla im ed the d r i l l  a “ suc­
cess”  and hypo the tica l casualties 
in New Y o rk  C ity  alone o f 2,- 
339,01'2 k ille d  by an H-bomb ex­
plosion in  the harbor and 2.261,-

238 the o re tica lly  wounded. La te r, 
the fig u re s  were revised up­
w ard. However th e rea l v ic tim s 
were tw e lve  pa c ifis ts  who p ro ­
tested the governm ent’s a ttem p t 

 to p repare  the na tion  fo r  mass 
s laugh te r.

DO RO THY D A Y ’S PRO TEST
D o ro thy  D ay and Am m on 

Hennacy, ed itors o f the C a tho lic 
W orker, now in  prison, declared: 
“ We disobey the a ir - ra id  d r i l l  
because we can do no th ing  else 
in  th is  atom ic c r is is  b u t stand 
up and say 'N o ’ to those who 
would an n ih ila te  the hum an race 
to  preserve th e ir  exp lo ita tive  
economic system .”

M a g is tra te  W a lte r J. Bayer, 
denounced them  as “ a heartless 
bunch o f ind iv idua ls  who breathe 
contem pt o f the la w ”  and sen­
tenced them to  30 days in  ja i l  
fo r  s it t in g  on pa rk  benches w h ile 
the sirens blared.

D a ily  since J u ly  16 fo r  two 
hours a group o f C atholic W o rk ­
er supporters and fr ie n d s  have 
been p icke tin g  the Womens

House o f D etention where some 
o f the p a c if is t prisoners are in 
ca rce ra ted. They w ill continue 
to m arch t i l l  the v i c t i m s  of 
the suspension o f cons titu tiona l 
r ig h ts  d u rin g  w ar games are set 
free . P lacards te ll th e ir  s to ry : 
‘ ‘Mock A ir  Raid, Real J a il Sen­
tences” ; “ J a il W on’t  Suppress 
the T ru th ’’ ; ‘ ‘Freedom o f Speech 
and Assem bly V io la ted ” ; “ Free 
the 12 P ac ifis ts .”

Police l im it  the p icket line to 
ten ; others d is tr ib u te  lite ra tu re , 
inc lud ing  a le tte r  to the New 
Y o rk  T im es which says, “ Few 
a c tiv itie s  o r responses imposed 
upon ou r citizens du rin g  the 
d r i l l  would, in  a hydrogen-bom b 
attack, con tribu te  to su rv iva l. 
The best they could do is fa c il i­
ta te  mass b u ria l.”  A  re p rin t from  
Commonweal asks, “ I f ,  as in 
th is  case, our most basic fre e ­
doms may be abrogated by exec­
u tive  proclam ation o f a sim ulated 
emergency, w ha t m eaning has 
the C onstitu tion  in  A m erica  to ­
day? ”

... Who Planned Armas Assassination

N O T  O N E  FO R LA B O R
T h e ir ro le  was accurate ly  sum- 

ed up by three members o f U A W  
Local 600 in  the M arch 23 is ­
sue o f F ord  Facts: ‘ ‘F ou r years 
ago, we supported nine candi­
dates fo r  the D e tro it  Common 
Council, and no t one was a rea l 
Labor rep resenta tive .”

Proceeding fro m  th a t fac t, 
Sarah Lo ve ll began cam paign ing 
las t w in te r to  get the tabor move­
ment and its  a llies to  nom inate 
a fu l l  s la te  o f independent can­
didates fo r  M ayo r and Council.

B u t both the CIO  and A F L  
leaders refused to take  such a 
step. They don’t  w a n t to  o ffend 
the Dem ocratic P a rty  machine, 
w ith  which they have so many 
ties. They de libe ra te ly  postponed 
a ll action, u n til th e ir  county con­
ventions in  A ugust, when i t  w i l l  
be too la te  to f i le  any candi­
dates o f th e ir  own.

They p robab ly w i l l  confine 
themselves to endorsing some o f 
the  less obnoxious Council in  
cum bents; Ed Carey, Dem ocratic

Hot Potato Burns 
Detroit Candidate
D E T R O IT  —  T he  fo llow ing  

artic le  is reprin ted  fro m  the  
July 18 E a s t Side Shopper, 
where it  appeared under the  
t itle , “ M ir ia n i Served U p  H o t 
P otato” :

Sarah Lovell, only woman  
in  the m ayo ra lty  race, p itch ­
ed a hot potato to  her chief 
opponent Tuesday. She p eti­
tioned the C ity  Council to 
ado pt a resolution u rg ing  
Senate passage of the civil 
rig h ts  b ill.

Council P resident Louis C. 
M iria n i, fro n t runner in  the  
race, sidestepped fas t. W ith  
a note of ir r ita t io n  he o rd er­
ed :

“ Send it  to the Com m unity  
Relations Commission to find  
out w hat the  proposals are ."

M rs . Lovell, a newspaper 
proof-reader, evidently had 
kept up w ith  the Senate de- 
bate and filib u s te r over a b ill 
aim ed at guaranteeing the  
vote and other c iv il righ ts  to 
Negroes in  the South.

She asked the Counci! to 
support t h e  b ill w ithout 
changes th a t would weaken it .

None of M ir ia n i’s colleagues 
who m ay have been reading  
the newspapers volunteered to 
expla in  the  c iv il rig h ts  bil l 
to him .

easy requirem ents fo r  g e ttin g  on 
the b a llo t th is  year.

C O M M U N IS T  P A R T Y  
S IL E N T

Even the C om m unist P a rty , 
w h ich  had run  a candidate fo r  
Council d u rin g  the w o rs t years 
o f the co ld-w ar w itch  hunt, re ­
fused to  en ter one th is  tim e.

Events w i l l  soon show w h e th ­
er these rad ica l o rgan iza tions in ­
tend to abstain fro m  the elec­
tio n ; support c a p ita lis t p a rty  
po litic ian s  on the p re te x t th a t 
they have un ion endorsem ent; o r 
g ive suppo rt to  Sarah L o ve ll’s 
cam paign as the  on ly  means o f 
p o pu la riz ing  the soc ia lis t an­
swers to the  problem s fac ing 
D e tro it.

(Continued fro m  page 1) 
fo r  another in  L a tin  Am erican 
d ic ta torsh ips.

A rm as h im se lf came to power 
in  June 1!>54 by lead ing a W a ll 
S treet-backed, arm ed assault on 
the elected governm ent headed 
by Jacobo Arbenz Guzman.

Some p o litica l freedom  existed

under the lib e ra l c a p ita lis t re 
gim e o f A rbenz. U n ion iza tion  
proceeded apace. La rge  sections 
o f the uncu ltiva ted  land held by 
U n ited  F ru it  Company — fo r  fu ­
tu re  e xp lo ita tion— were na tio n a l­
ized and opened to  c u ltiva tio n  
by the na tion ’s h u ng ry  peasants. 
U n ited  F r u it  set up a how l.

The U.S. governm ent backed 
C astillo  A rm as— who was o the r­
wise supported on ly by a t in y  
class o f r ich— in a m il i ta r y  a t ­
tack on the governm ent. A rm as 
was then se t up as the g re a t "a n ­
ti-com m u n is t”  dem ocrat and o f­
fe red  to the w o rld  as an example 
o f ‘ 'fre e -w o rld ”  ru le  as opposed 
to “ Com m unist.”

U nder A rm as “ freedom ”  was 
dished up in big servings. Op­
position pa rties  were outlawed. 
W orke r and peasant leaders 
were exiled, arrested or k illed . 
Even the bureaucratic labor 
leaders o f the U jS., who s lav ish­
ly  supported the iState D e pa rt­
m ent’s action in Guatemala, were 
forced to p ro te s t C astillo  A rm as ’ 
repressions aga ins t the unions.

Reaction was in t he saddle. 
B u t even w ith  m illio ns  o f dol­
la rs  in U jS. aid, mass resistance 
continued. A rm as was compelled 
to move w ith  caution against t he 
people. M ost recently  opposition 
to  A rm as has been reported 
fro m  among the rich .

S ix  days before the assassina­
tion , the  J u ly  21 New Y ork  
T im es, reported tha t C astillo  
A rm as “ is caught in the m iddle.”  
Tha t his in a b ility  to w ipe out 
t he re form s and labor o rgan iza­
tions “ has made him  suspect in 
the eyes o f the po w erfu l landed 
class. .."

agree w ith  e ve ry th in g  M rs. Lo­
ve ll says, b u t M ir ia n i is  ju s t  a 
stooge fo r  the corpora tions and 
bankers, w h ile  she is advocating 
fo rm a tio n  o f a labo r p a r ty  and 
presen ting  a p rogram  th a t meets 
the issues a long soc ia lis t lines. 
I  like  her cam paign theme: ‘L a ­
bor and its  a llies, representing  
the m a jo r ity  o f the popu lation, 
have the power, the r ig h t  and 
the  d u ty  to  govern D e tro it. I 
th in k  i t  w i l l  be a good th in g  
i f  a candidate w ith  th a t p ro ­
gram  gets a b ig  vote.

“ So I  am go ing to support 
Sarah Love ll and w i l l  t r y  to  get 
my friends  to  do the same.”

A l l  those who share th is  sen ti­
ment, and w an t to help the so­
c ia lis t cam paign, should get in  
touch w ith  the Sarah Love ll fo r  
M ayo r Com m ittee, 3737 W ood­
ward, T E m ple  1-6135.

BOOKS - PA M PH LETS  
On Socialism

and the Labor 
Movement

O rder Free  C atalog  fro m :  
P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R  

116 U n ivers ity  Place 
N ew  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Negro Representation in Detroit
D E T R O IT , July  28 —  One 
of the encouraging aspects 
of the election cam paign this  
year is the grow ing movement 
to  elect one or more Negroes  
to the Common Council —  
long overdue in a c ity  where  
more than one o u t o f every 
five  people is colored, but 
where the Council remains  
lily -w h ite .

Sarah Lovell, the only can­
didate fo r M ay o r who supports  
the f ig h t fo r  N egro  repre­
sentation in  governm ent, had 
urged the N egro  organizations  
to confer, adopt a p la tfo rm , 
and pick one or tw o candidates  
fo r Council who would be 
tru ly  representative of the  
N egro  com m unity and inde- 
pendent o f the cap ita lis t p ar­
ties.

Th is  didn’t happen. Instead. 
15 Negroes filed  fo r  Council 
on th e ir own, some w ith  con­
siderable com m unity support, 
others representing nobody 
but themselves. Sentim ent is 
growing fo r a united campaign  
behind one or two w ith  the  
best chance of being elected.

The p icture w ill not be 
clarified  u n til la te r th is  week, 
when the period fo r w ith d ra w ­
als w ill expire. M rs . Lovell is 
expected to have a statem ent 
then presenting the socialist 
a ttitu d e  on th is  im portant 
question.

The Socialist W orkers  P arty  
has supported independent 
N egro  candidates fo r C o m ­
mon Council in many previous 
elections.

M eanw hile, here is  how the 
s itua tion  was summed up by one 
ra n k  and f i le  m ember o f  the 
Com m unist P a r ty :

“ The choice th a t ’s presented 
to  me as a be liever in  socialism  
is M ir ia n i o r Love ll. I  don’t

In  P uerto  B o liv a r, Ecuador, 
barges pu lled  up ’alongside the 
anchored banana boat, w ith  80- 
pound green stems o f 150 ba ­
nanas each. P lanks w ent up and 
down ove r the barges, across a 
ram p and in to  the hatch. The 
longshorem en, barefooted, w ith  
legs no th ic k e r than m y arm s ran 
con tinuous ly  in  an unending line. 
Some had rags on th e ir ,  backs 
to  cushion the w e ig h t; here a 
m an stum bled, there  a man used 
this s ta lk  to p rop  up ano the r’s. 
The sun beat aga inst them  w h ile  
th e ir  lives were ground up in  
an in fe rn a l r a t  race w ith  ba ­
nanas.

1 w ent ■ashore. They were load­
in g  the 'barges fro m  ra ilro a d  
cars and aga in  e v e r y  man 
sp rin te d  hack and fo r th .  T h e ir 
dw e llings were on a swam p; no 
s treets, ju s t  boards and mud. I t  
is  h a rd ly  possiible to  im agine how 
people could 'be worse o ff.  See­
in g  th e ir  faces, b ro u g h t to m ind 
the Southern sharecropper who 
said: ‘‘ I t  a in ’t  ha rd ly  w o rth  the 
troub le  to  go on liv in g .”  B u t the 
ru le rs  quake, fo r  they  fe a r  the 
h u n g ry  men and women. The 
la rges t, m ost m odern bu ild ings 
house the m ilit ia .  E veryw here 
there  are kh a k i jeeps and armed 
sold iers.

I t  was trrucn t iic  same in  La  
Ceiba, Honduras. A s  I  w a lked 
a long the m ain  mud path, past 
the  F lo rida , Buenos A ire s  and 
Los Angeles bars I  saw a huge 
m eta l fcnce w ith  gates -but w ith  
no v is ib le  beg inn ing  o r end. A t  
the  f i r s t  ga te the re  was the 
S tandard  F r u it  Railroad.

I  w en t to the  p lan ta tions F inca 
L o m ita s  I  and I I .  A  banana w o rk ­
e r in  patched dungarees resem­
b lin g  a q u ilt  to ld  me th a t th e ir  
wages a llow  them  on ly '‘a rro z  y 
f r i jo le s , ”  rice  and beans. He 
po in ted to his dungarees and said 
th a t  the com m issary sells shod­
dy, expensive goads. S tandard 
F r u it  operates a v ir tu a l com- 
pany-tow n, yes, a n d  company- 
na tion  setup. The banana w o rk ­
e r expla ined th a t the F r u i t  Com­
pany owns the  land, the docks,

second am endm ent w h ich propo­
ses to fre e  cooperative bu ild ings 
fro m  the provis ions o f the  act, 
Z u cko ff insisted, “ No w orkab le 
and e ffec tive  la w  can l im it  its  
app lica tion  to  ‘m ost’ o f the peo­
ple. A bso lu te ly  no one should be 
exem pt.”  The Jew ish com m unity  
has long believed th a t i t  is p re­
c ise ly  these cooperative a p a rt­
m ent bu ild ings w h ich  rem a in  
m a jo r o ffenders aga inst m em ­
bers o f th e ir  fa ith .

E Q U A L IT Y  IS  S O C IA L IS M
Spearheading the  a tta ck  on 

the  b ill was a representa tive  o f 
the  Real E sta te  Boards, who con­
demned i t  as socia lis tic  in te r fe r ­
ence w ith  the r ig h t  o f m an to 
dispose o f his p ro p e rty  as he 
saw f i t .

U n fo rtu n a te ly  the lib e ra l sup­
p o rte rs  o f the b i l l  who managed 
to  g e t the f lo o r  were n o t as v ig ­
orous in  defense o f the b il l as 
the pre judiced opponents. There 
were no o ff ic ia l spokesmen fo r  
labo r o r the Negro people. The 
p rinc ip le  o f democracy in  hous­
in g  was le f t  to  be defended by 
A lg e rn on  D. B lack, C hairm an o f 
the N ew  Y o rk  Com m ittee on 
D isc rim in a tion  in  Housing. U n ­
der pressur e o f the intense hos­
t i l i t y  to  the b ill,  M r. B lack re ­
trea te d  and conceded the rem oval 
o f the $500 f in e  p rov is ion  fo r
offenders.

The exten t to  w h ich  the in i­
t ia t iv e  is passing to  the b ill's  
opponents appeared in the rac is t 
and red -ba iting  taun ts  o f the 
supporte rs o f the U n ited  T a x ­
payers P a rty . U n like  labor, 
these people were ou t in fo rce !

C om ptro lle r, runn ing on a slate 
headed by Joyce Cowley, candi­
date fo r  m ayor, was denied the 
flo o r, b u t presented a statem ent 
fa v o rin g  the  b ill to the press and 
council members.

The m ost b it te r  ob ject o f a t­
tack was th a t section o f the b ill 
w h ich  would make d isc rim ina tion  
by land lords a m isdemeanor 
punishable by a $500 fin e . In  
defense o f th is  clause, Z ucko ff 
to ld  the  press, "‘ the e lim ina tion  
in  the amended b il l o f th is  sec­
tio n  would emasculate and n u l­
l i f y  th is  leg is la tion . W e demand 
fu l l  pena lties fo r  land lo rds who 
engage in  d isc rim ina tion . Make 
v io la tio n  a c r im in a l offense 
punishable by im prisonm en t.”

Z ucko ff also po in ted ou t th a t, 
“ A d d itio n a l prov is ions fo r  a 
com m ission w ith  p o lic in g  and 
educational functions, are abso­
lu te ly  necessary. . . The pres­
ent b ill m ere ly states th a t ‘such 
com m ission sha ll exercise its  
powers w ith  a view  to  con c ilia t­
in g  the m a tte r and e lim in a tin g  
any d isc rim in a to ry  p ractice  i t  
fin d s  to  ex is t.’ We demand tha t 
the  Commission be e x p lic itly  
g ranted subpoena powers, th a t 
s u ffic ie n t funds be alSocated to  
provide an adequate fu ll- t im e  
s ta f f  and physica l fa c il it ie s  to 
successfully ca rry  ou t its  w ork. 
F u rthe rm ore , w o rk in g  class ten­
ants and m in o rity  people m ust be 
guaranteed adequate representa­
t io n  on the Commission.”

A ddressing his rem arks to a

leader in the state leg is la tu re  
and m ember o f the U A W  s ta ff,  
who g o t the D em ocratic P a r ty ’s 
perm ission to leave the le g is la ­
tu re  and ru n  fo r  the D e tro it 
Council as a “ non-partisan” ; and 
perhaps a Negro candidate. Some 
union leaders w il l  also w a n t to 
endorse M ir ia n i, w h ile  others 
w i l l  f in d  th a t ju s t  a l i t t le  too 
much to stomach.

D E T R O IT  R A D IC A L S
The union leaders aren ’t  the 

on ly  ones defaulting- on th e ir  re ­
spo ns ib ility  to challenge the ru le  
o f B ig  Business a t C ity  H a ll. 
The same th in g  can be said about 
m ost o f the rad ica l movem ent 
in  D e tro it.

S ix weeks ago, Sarah Love ll, 
acrting on beha lf o f the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty , in v ited  the lo ­
cal branches o f the rad ica l move­
m ent to a conference to discuss 
un ited action in  the cu rre n t cam ­
pa ign. Inv ite d  were the Com­
m un is t P a rty , Socia lis t P a rty - 
Sodal Dem ocratic Federation, 
‘ ‘Am erican S oc ia lis t”  group, In ­
dependent S oc ia lis t League, P ro ­
le ta ria n  P a rty  and W orld  Social­
is t  P a rty .

N o tin g  th a t there is no labor 
p a rty  o r labor slate in  th is  cam­
paign, she urged these groups 
(1 ) to consider run n ing  candi­
dates o f th e ir  own, on the basis 
o f th e ir  own program s, and (2 ) 
to  consider the po ss ib ility  o f 
fo rm in g  a soc ia lis t e lectora l bloc 
in  th is  election.

None o f the o rgan iza tions re ­
sponded to the in v ita tio n .
Worse yet, no t one o f them file d  
any candidates in  th is  election 
—  a lthough a ll o f them  had the 
resources to meet the re la tiv e ly

Bosses I  Have Known


