
Liberal Democrats Help Knife Civil Rights Bill
Morse in Move 
To Deliver Bill 
To Eastland

By Fred Halstead
JULY 10 —  A sell-out on civil rights legislation is 

proceeding in the United States Senate this week. Two 
liberal Democrats, Senators Wayne Morse of Oregon and

S  Joseph C. O’Mahoney of Wyom­
ing have taken the lead in theA Report From 

The Tuskegee 
Freedom Front

By Ronald Jones
T U S K E G E E , A L A ., J u ly  2—

“ Don’t  Yo« L e t Nobody T u rn  
You A round ,”  a s o u l-s tirr in g , 
s p ir ite d  ¡sp iritua l w ith  a g reat 
message and a p u lsa tin g ly  rh y th ­
m ic beat emerged spontaneously 
fro m  the vcjry depths o f the  in ­
spired and determ ined ga th e rin g  
o f more than 3,500 Tuskegee N e­
groes and scores o f o u t-o f-to w n  b i l l  i s the on ly* serious section 
v is ito rs  to n ig h t a t the h is to ric  ¿n ¡s an a tte m p t to ge t
W ash ing ton  Chapel A M E  C hurch .1 around the  j i m _ C row  ju ry

betrayal; Their actions play 
into th^. hands of Republican 
forces who are pushing the Civil 
Rights b ill in a bid for Negro 
votes in the Congressional elec­
tions next year, leaving i t  to 
the Democrats to w ater down 
the already- weak njeasure.

The b i l l  authorizes the  F ed­
era l G overnm ent to in te rvene on 
be ha lf o f ind iv idua ls  whose c iv il 
r ig h ts  have been vio la ted, to 
ob ta in  in junc tions  aga ins t such 
v io la tions  and to  t r y  v io la to rs  
o f these in junc tions  before F ed­
e ra l judges on charges o f con­
te m p t o f court. The “ t r ia l  by 
Federa l judge ”  prov is ion  o f the

Thig song accurate ly reiflected 
the u n fo ld ing  s p ir it  and mood of 
o f the second weekly mass m eet­
in g  o f the Tuskegee C ivic Asso­
c ia tion , which is leading the> N e­
groes in  th is  predom inan tly  N e­
g ro  area in  a Crusade fo r  C it i­
zenship.

The Crusade began f irm a lly  
la s t week as a reaction  to the 
unanim ous passing in  both 
houses o f the A :aoam a Legis-

system  w h ich  p re v a il»  in  the 
South and w h ich  a u tom a tica lly  
acquits rac is ts  (as in  the case of 
the  m urderers o f E m m e tt T il l . )

M O RSE A C T IO N  
The lib e ra l Dem ocrat Morse 

announced his in te n tio n  today to 
g e t the  b i l l  re fe rre d  to the 
S e n a t e  Ju d ic ia ry  com m ittee 
headed by ra c is t Senator E as t­
land o f M iss iss ipp i. T h is  would

la tu re  o f S tate Svn - to r  ¿¡am deal the b il l a m o rta l blow. 
E n g e lh & rd ts  ‘b ill to ge rrym an de r M orse said he would make his 
a l l bu t 10 v o tin g  Negroes o u tj m otion  when the present debate 
o i the c ity  l im its  o l Tuskegee on w hethe r the b il l should be 
and no t a s ing le  one o f the WM)! in troduced on the Senate f lo o r
w h ite  voters. I.Engelhard't is also 
secre ta ry  o f the A labam a A sso­
c ia tion  o f (W h ite ) C itizens' 
C ouncils .] The Crusade has as 
its  im m edia te aims (1) h a lt in g  
the enactm ent o f the c ity  lim its  
b i l l,  (2) g e ttin g  a fu n c tio n in g  
board o f «registrars w h ic ft w in  
re g is te r  a ll qua lified ' c itizens', 
and (3) s t im u la tin g  a g rea te r 
in te re s t among local Negroes in  

(Continued on page 4)

is  concluded, as i t  is expected 

(Continued on page 4)
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Kremlin Chiefs Utilize Purge 
In Bid for Popular Support
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------A) ------------------------------------------------------

Denounce Ousted Four; Pledge 
More Butter and Less Terror

This Photograph is Now Out o f Date

Three o f these e igh t top Soviet o ff ic ia ls  ha e now been kicked out o f th e ir  h igh  posts and 
subjected to a “ unanimous”  cam paign o f con icm nation as an “ an ti p a r ty ”  group. In  the place 
o f honor in  Red Square d u rin g  a M ay Day pa -ado, from  le ft to r ig h t  a re : M arshal K . E. 
Voroshilov, Defense M in is te r M arsha ll G. K . Z mkov, P rem ier M arsha ll N . A . B u lgan in , CPSU 
head N. S. Khrushchev, M in is te r o f Power S ta tions G. M. M alenkov (ousted). B u ild ing  
M a te ria ls  M in is te r L . M. Kaganovich (ousted), Deputy A. I .  M ikoyan and (he fo rm e r F ore ign 
M in is te r V . M . M olotov (ousted) The th ree  purged o ffic ia ls  have no t yet been expelled fro m  
the p a rty . B u t the ir1 fu tu re  does not look b rig h t.

The New Factors in the Purge System
By Myra Tanner Weiss

Those who took seriously 
K hrushchev’s prom ise o f “ co l­
lec tive  leadership”  g iven to  the 
20th Congress were n a tu ra lly  
shocked at the purge o f his op­
ponents, the  so-called “ a n t i­
p a r ty ”  group. B u t they were 
reckoning w ithout, considering 
the  na tu re  o f the bureaucratic 
caste th a t rules the Soviet o rb it.

The purge o f the dead S ta lin  
in  F ebrua ry  c f  1956 was no t the 
re s u lt o f a dem ocratic re-evalua­
tio n  o f the past h is to ry  o f the 
Soviet Union. N o r was i t  an 
adop tion o f dem ocratic proce­
dures. The destruction  o f the 
S ta lin  m y th  g rew  ou t o f the 
c ris is  o f the K re m lin  bureau­
cracy —  a cris is  born in the 
m oun ting  anger o f the w o rk in g  
class a t the continued repres­
sions and m iserable existence to 
w h ich  they were condemned by 
bu reaucra tic  ru le .

The bureaucrats, in  a desperate 
s tru g g le  fo r  su rv iva l, a ttem pted 
to  pass o f f  a ll the sins o f the 
pas t in to  the  corpse o f the “' in ­
fa ll ib le  leader.”  ' They m et the 

. c ris is  w ith  a scapegoat, concilia ­
t io n , prom ises and o f course —  
un a n im ity . B u t the cris is  was 
n o t resolved. Instead i t  deepen­
ed, extended and in tens ified . And 
the re fo re  i t  f in d s  expression in  
a new in te rn a l c ris is  and new 
purges.

D IS C U S SIO N  A  M E N A C E  
* The bureaucracy is con s titu tio n ­
a lly  incapable o f collective

leadership. The m any s im ila r­
itie s  between the present purge 
and those o f S ta lin  arise ou t of 
the fa c t  th a t  the bureaucracy 
w h ich  Khrushchev now heads is 
the same social fo rm a tio n  th a t 
S ta lin  represented. Co llective 
leadership is im possible w ith o u t 
a genuine discussion o f p ro ­
g ra m m atic  d iffe rences a t least 
w ith in  the C om m unist P a rty  o f 
the Soviet U n ion. B u t the 
m om ent con troversy  o f any k ind  
comes close to  the pow erfu l and 
p o lit ic a lly  conscious w o rk in g  
class, th is  class seeks to  in ­
tervene and to  w in  the r ig h t  of 
d iscussing and decid ing a ll ques­
tions. The ve ry  existence o f the 
bureaucra tic  caste would then be 
challenged.

Y e t those who th in k  th a t 
Khrushchev is s tepping in to  
S ta lin ’s shoes and can restore 
the system o f te rro r  tha t existed 
before the  20th Congress, do not 
understand the fundam enta l d i f ­
ference between tw o  qu ite  op­
posite epochs in  the  h is to ry  o f 
the  bu reaucra tic  caste —  its  
rise  and its  decline.

S ta lin  came in to  power w ith  
the  receding o f the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  tide  o f the w o rk in g  class. 
Exhausted by years o f w a r fo r  
s u rv iva l in  an im p e ria lis t en­
c irc lem ent, confronted w ith  the 
consum ing s tru g g le  fo r  sub­
sistence in  the economic back­
wardness o f the young w o rke rs ’ 
state, the w o rk in g  class was 
compelled to  re tre a t fro m  the 
cen ter o f the p o lit ic a l l i fe  o f

the  country . The bureaucrats I asp ira tions aga ins t the p riv ile g e - 
and careerists came to  the fo re  j seeking o f the usu rp ing  o liga r- 
and over a period o f m any years j chy. The bu reaucra tic  caste is 
were able to  destroy dem ocratic
Soviets and the  Com m unist 
P a rty  as i t  existed under Lenin 
and T ro tsky . The ¡party was j 
p h ys ica lly  destroyed in  the 
bloody purges o f the 1930’s.j 
Each de feat o f the w o rk in g  i 
class in  the c a p ita lis t w o rld  — j 
and the re  were m any in  the p re - ' 
W o r l d  W a r  I I  years — 1 
strengthened the bu rea ucracy ! 
and tigh tened S ta lin ’s hold on 
the  p o lit ic a l l i fe  o f the country.

R IS IN G  M O V E M E N T  
Today the w o rk in g  class o f 

the  S oviet U n ion is on the 
ascendancy. I t  is  p re p a rin g  to 
re -e n te r the p o lit ic a l arena 
where i t  w i l l  p i t  its  socia lis t

doomed. I t  is no longer possible 
to  m a in ta in  the w o rk in g  class 
in  subjection th rou gh  a system 
o f police te rro r. The w o rk in g  
class, 48 m illio n  strong , steeped 
in  the revo lu tiona ry  tra d it io n  of 
its  o rig in , w i l l  no longer to le ra te  
the abuses o f the past —  
economic o r p o litica l.

T h a t is w hy Khrushchev's 
purge is on ly a weak echo o f 
the  b lood-bath pe riod ica lly  un­
leashed by S ta lin . The problem 
o f the bureaucracy today is to 
stem the tide, to  postpone as 
long as possible the day o f 
f in a l reckoning.

W h ile  ne ithe r side in  the con-

Soviet people fo r  a dem ocratic 
reso lu tion , i t  is equa lly  c lear 
th a t the cris is  cannot be 
resolved by re s o rt to  the old 
methods o f S ta lin is t  ru le . The 
idea th a t  mass opposition can 
be crushed in  the same w ay as 
in  the past is as un rea lis tic  as 
the dream  o f iso la tio n is t Repub­
licans th a t the U n ited  States 
can re tu rn  to an economy “ fre e ”  
o f s tate Subsidization and in ­
te rna tion a l entanglements.

H is to ry  cannot move back­
w ard. The Soviet bureaucracy 
con fron ts  the p re pa ra to ry  stages 
o f the po litica l revo lu tion . In  its  
s tru g g le  fo r  su rv iva l, i t  w ill 
osc illa te  w ild ly  between repres­
sion and concession w ith  the 
la tte r  becoming increasing ly
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trove rsy  between the two groups necessary as the w o rk in g  class 
o f top K re m lin  func tiona ries  c a n 1 gains in  confidence and under- 
b r in g  th e ir  d iffe rences to the | s tanding o f its  h is to ric  task.

Fryer Writes to Aptheker 
On the Truth About Hungary

Dear Comrade A ptheker,

I  have ju s t fin ished reading 
you r book, The T ru th  About 
H ungary , on the H ungarian  re v ­
o lu tion . I t  seems to me th a t the 
best, sentence in it. appears on 
page 153, where you w r ite :

“ The w hole con ten t o f M a rx ­
ism -L en in ism  is so revo lu tiona ry , 
i t s  whole ou tlook and s p ir it  and 
essence are so co n tra ry  to  dog­
m atism  and e lit is m  th a t adher­
ence to i t  in  however lim ite d  
and p a rtia l and d is to rted  a fo rm  
brings p ro tes t aga ins t in jus tice  
and ty ra n n y .”

I f  th is  were the s p ir it  th a t in ­
form ed y o u r .book; i f  th is  were 
the ep itaph you had w ritte n ' on 
the v ic tim s  o f Russian in te rven­
tion  la s t October and o f K a d a r’s 
repression since then; i f  th is  
were you r sum m ary ol' the roots

The au thor o f th is  open le t­
te r  to H erbert A p theke r is 
P e te r F ry e r, fo rm er special 
correspondent fo r  the London 
D a ily  W orke r in Budapest, 
H ungary  and author o f “ H un­
ga rian  T ragedy.”  an eye -w it­
ness account o f the H u ng a r­
ian revo lu tion . Peter F ry e r 
is now the M il ita n t ’s London 
Special Correspondent.

lum ps o f speeches, odds and ends 
o f s ta tis tics— an undigested, in ­
d ige s tib le  ragb::g  pa rad ing  as 
h is to r ic a l scholarship .

Y o u r name is respected on th is  
side o f  the A t la n t ic ,  Comrade 
A p theker, among- those who 
¡know and adm ire the brave re- 
B is tan ie  th a t Am erican M a rx is t 
in te lle c tua ls  have p u t up to the 
'w itch  bunt.

You are known as a scholar and 
a f ig h te r  fo r  t ru th  and lib e rty , 

and d r iv in g  forces o f H u n g a ry ’s 11 am bound to te ll yon tha t your 
revo lt: how wise and how sp len-!'book w ill do no th ing  to  enhance

you r rep u ta tio n . I ven tu re  to 
p re d ic t th a t w ith in  less than a

did you r ibook would ¡be.

A  H A S H
B u t you have chosen to take 

one aspect o f the “ tru th  about 
H u ng a ry ”  awd in f la te  i t  to m on­
s trous p ropo rtions  by s tu ff in g  
y.our pages to sa tie ty  w ith  a hash 
■of press c lipp ings, tag-ends o f 
'quotations, scraps o f documents,

decade you you rse lf w il l b it te r ly  
repen t o f i t .

F o r  you have chosen to p ro ­
duce an apologia fo r  the  crush­
in g  o f a revo lu tion . W ith  f la i l ­
in g  scissors and a 'bucket of 
psste you have slapped together I 
every g 'leefu l) g lo a tin g  w ord  you j

could find , fro m  .every concciv- 
■able reac tiona ry  source, h a ilin g  
th e  H u ng a ria n  events as the fu l­
f i lm e n t o f im p e r ia lis t dreams.

W as i t  hard to f in d  such com­
m ent? N o t in the least. “'E x ­
trem es meet,”  in  p o litic s  as else­
where, and the reactionaries of 
the R ig h t and “ L e f t ”  f in d  com­
mon ground in cha rac te riz ing  
the H u ng a ria n  events as coun- 
ter-rev.o lution.

T h e ir common in te re s t was to 
•m agnify to  the u tm os t every 
negative and disagreeable strand 
in the pa tte rn .

A n ti-S e m itism : o f course it  
existed, b u t on so sm all a scale 
(rem a rkab ly  sm all, considering 
’H u n g a ry ’s years under H o rth y ) 
th a t the Budapest Board o f Rab­
b is  could broadcast on Novem ­
b e r 2:
■ “ H ungarian  Jew ry  enthusias­
t ic a lly  salutes the achievements 
o f the revo lu tion , pays reveren t 
homage to the heroes, and iden­
t if ie s  its e lf  w ith  the free and1 in ­
dependent hom eland.”

On so sm all a scale th a t the 
newspaper Igazsag could re p o rt 
on O ctober 30: “ M ee ting  an
AVO  o ffice r, a ra g in g  crowd was 
aihout to s tr ik e  h im , 'but re a liz ­
in g  th a t he was a Jew, several 
o f the arm ed dem onstra tors took 
his defense. Those ‘fasc is ts ’ rose 
in defense o f an o ff ic e r so th a t 

(Continued on page 2)

By Harry Ring 
JULY 10 —  The ruling 

bureaucracy ini the Soviet 
Union, whose vast material 
privileges bring it into 
irreconcilable conflict with
the g row ing  demand o f the So­
v ie t w o rkers  fo r  w orkers ’ de­
m ocracy and im proved liv in g  con­
d itions , is in a s ta te  o f deep- 
go ing c ris is . I t  is now feve rish ­
ly  seeking a measure o f popu lar 
suppo rt tea- its  d ic ta to r ia l re ­
gim e. The ex te n t o f its  c ris is  is 
re flected in t l  e scope o f the  a t­
tack it" launciied aganvst the now- 
deposed members o f the ru lin g  
clique, M olo tov, M alenkov, K a g ­
anovich and Shepilov.

In  the o r ig in a l announcement, 
J u ly  3, o f the ouster o f the fo u r 
fro m  the a ll-p o w e rfu l P resid ium  
o f the Soviet C om m unist P a rty , 
the in d ic tm e n t aga ins t them  was 
lim ite d  essentia lly  to charges o f 
'“re s is tin g ”  and “ ham pe ring ” ..$>e 
re fo rm  prog ram  prom ised the 
S oviet people a t the 20th Con­
gress. W ith in  72 hours o f th a t 
communique, the b ill o f p a rtic ­
u la rs  had been expanded to in ­
clude charges which evoke the 
im age o f a pu rge  tr ia l.

1949 PURG E R E C A LL E D
In  h is J u ly  6 speech a t  an o r­

ganized Le n ing ra d  dem onstra­
tio n  before one o f the g ia n t fac ­
to ries , Khrushchev branded the 
fo u r  as “ reactionaries who have 
cu t themselves o f f  from  the p a r ­
ty . ”  He declared th a t “ a ll mem­
bers o f th is  group were eppeci-1- 
ly  g u ilty  o f the past e rro rs  and 
fa il in g s , and M alenkov was one 
o f the lead ing organ izers o f the 
so-called Len ingrad  a f fa ir . ”  Th is 
re fe rs  to a 1949 t r ia l in  which a 
num ber o f .prom inent bu rea u ­
cra ts  w e n t to th e ir  de::th on 
charges o f fom en ting  “ G reat- 
Russian chauvin ism .”  A t  the 20.t'h 
Congress Khrushchev pinned re­
spo n s ib ility  fo r  th is  purge on 
S ta lin .

The same charge was hurled at 
M alenkov the fo llo w in g  day by 
N ik o la i Shvern ik , one o f S ta lin ’s 
proteges, who has now f ille d  one 
o f the fo u r new vacancies on the 
P resid ium . S hvern ik  also carried  
the charges a step fu r th e r  when 
he po in ted ly  re fe rre d  to  “ the 
breaches o f- re v o lu tio n a ry  lega l­
i ty  com m itted by M alenkov, 
Kaganovich and M olotov d u rin g  
the period o f mass repressions.”  
(The in fam ous Moscow T r ia ls  o f 
the 1930’s which devoured tens 
o f thousands o f fram e-up  v ic ­
tim s .)

(On J u ly  8, the Ita lia n  Com­
m un is t P a rty  paper, L ’U n ita , 
published a re p o rt from  Moscow 
w hich said th a t the ousted fo u r  
had unsuccessfu lly tr ie d  to use 
a tem po ra ry  m a jo r ity  in the 
P resid ium  to  depose Khrushchev

and th a t M o lo tov had cha rac te r­
ized h im  as ‘ ‘a T ro ts k y ite  and 
an op p o rtu n is t.”  T h is  re p o rt has 
been g iven  w ide c ircu la tio n  in 
the A m erican  ipress.)

20TH CONGRESS U P H E L D

W ith in  the S ov ie t U n ion , the 
m ost emphasized charge aga ins t 
the  fo u r  is th a t o f opposing the 
re fo rm s  pledged a t  the 20th Con­
gress. T he  re s t o f the  accusa­
tions hu rled  aga ins t the fo u r  
are c lose ly pa tte rned a fte r  
K hrushchev’s in d ic tm e n t o f S ta­
lin  a t the Congress. T h is  is a 
decisive in d ica tion  o f the fs c to rs  
behind the present purge. F o r 
regard less how' the charges m ay 
f i t  each o f the accused, they rep-

l-esent a re a ff irm a tio n  by the v ic ­
to rious fa c tio n  o f the line  o f con­
cessions pledged a t the 20th 
Congress. T h is  means a recog­
n itio n  on the p a r t o f K h ru sh ­
chev and Co. th a t  the conces­
sions cunnot be cancelled w ith ­
ou t r is k in g  the outbreak o f w o rk ­
in g  class s trugg le .

Indeed, the) w inn ing  group could 
n o t jU s t stamd pat. I t  had to 
couple its  a ttack  on the deposed 
fo u r w ith  g low ing  new prom ises 
to  the Soviet, w o rk in g  people. 
Khrushchev g ra nd ly  announced 
in  Le n ing ra d  th a t “ W e w a n t the 
S ovie t People to  have enough 
meat, bu tte r, m ilk  and f r u i t ,  and 
th a t our shops be f ille d  w ith  

(Continued on page 2)

Khrushchev and 
‘Revolutionary Law’

An Editorial

Difference Settled 
Kremlin Style

J U L Y  11 —  Moscow rad io 
announced yesterday t h a t  
M alenkov has been sent to the 
remote province o f Kazakhs­
tan, 2,000 mites from  the So­
v ie t cap ita l, to manage a hy ­
droe lec tric  p lan t. Iro n ica lly , 
th is  is the area to  which Leon 
T ro tsky  was exiled by S ta lin  
in 1928. T ro tsky 's  exiie  to the 
cap ita l o f Kazakhstan, A lm a 
A ta , m arked the tu rn in g  po in t 
in  S ta lin ’s e ffo rts  to  crush 
a ll opposition w ith in  the Com­
munist. P a rty  o f the Soviet 
U n ion and to  establish his 
police d ic ta to rsh ip . M alenkov, 
once S ta lin ’s secretary, was 
a part o f the K re m lin  bu­
reaucracy which T r o t s k y  
fo u g h t th roughou t his life .

In announcing the purge of Molotov, Malenkov and 
Kaganovich, the o ffic ia l communique of the Soviet Com­
munist Party said tha t one o f the main reasons why they 
were being ousted was because they were g u ilty  o f “ stub­
born resistance to the measures . . .  to elim inate the 
violations o f revolutionary law th a t had been committed.”

Genuine revolutionary law, which is the law of work­
ers’ democracy, surely does not offer less than capitalist 
law which guarantees the accused the right to be heard 
and places upon the accusers the responsibility to back 
up charges with evidence. Workers’ democracy is much 
more. It  is the rule oi' the working people. Where they are 
denied a voice in the exercise of that law, it ceases to 
exist.

All o f these concepts of working-class legality have 
been bruta lly trampled upon by Khrushchev in th is purge. 
Following the orig inal charges against the four, new and 
graver charges are heaped promiscuously upon them. Fol­
lowing the “ unanimous”  expulsion vote in the Central 
Committee comes the announcement o f the “ unanimous”  
support to thé move by the Soviet people, an announce­
ment issued in v irtu a lly  the same breath as the news of 
the ouster itse lf. The entire bureaucratic procedure is 
best summed up in Khrushchev’s cynical explanation to 
t he Czechs : “ We took the black sheep by the ta il and 
threw them out.”

Accusers and Accused Are Guilty
Our own condemnation of th is odious business does not 

spring from any political sympathy fo r the now fallen 
bureaucrats. As fa r back as 1937, the International Com­
mission of Inqu iry  into the Moscow Trials, headed by the 
late Professor John Dewey, proved conclusively tha t all o f 
the associates of Stalin —  the present accusers and the 
present accused alike —  were gu ilty  of the destruction o f 
Soviet legality. For th is we believe they deserve punish­
ment by a revolutionary court of the Soviet working people.

However, the current moves to make the deposed 
four the scapegoats for crimes of which the rest of the 
bureaucracy is equally guilty serves only to preserve the 
whole frame-up system which Stalin created.

I f  Malenkov, Molotov, Kaganovich and Shepilov are 
to be put on tr ia l by the ir form er partners in  crime —  
and despite the present show o f “ leniency”  to Malenkov 
th is romains a d is tinct possibility — the tr ia l must a t 
least be an open one. The accused must be perm itted to 
select attorneys of the ir choice. F inally, international 
representatives o f the socialist and labor movements 
should be permitted to observe the procedure at f irs t  hand.

I f  the four are not to be brought to tria l, they should 
be permitted to present the ir defense to the Soviet people 
through newspaper, radio, etc. Let the Soviet people 
judge fo r themselves the va lid ity  o f the present charges.

In urging such a stand, we address ourselves par­
ticu la rly  to the membership of the Communist Party and 
to the editors o f the Daily W orker. On July 9, tha t paper 
ed itoria lly  deplored the lack of public discussion p rio r to 
the expulsions and declared tha t “ The process o f demo­
cratization requires such public debate.”  The Daily Worker 
should follow up on this correct statement by demanding 
an end to the process of guilt by denunciation and the full 
application of democratic procedures.
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th e ir  revo lu tion  would no t he 
brsnded as an 'an ti-S e m itic  and 
fa s c is t’ dem onstration-.”

On so sm all a scale th a t young 
com m unists in  Budapest to ld  the 
correspondent o f the London Ob­
serve r: “ You w i l l  f ind  thousands 
o f Jew ish boys and g ir ls  among 
the Freedom F igh te rs , especial­
ly  in  Budapest. Hundreds have 
died f ig h t in g .”

M IN D S Z E N T Y
•Certa in ly C ard ina l M indszenty 

'made a broadcast. B u t the ove r­
a ll e ffe c t o f lvis speech was to re ­
in fo rce  the a u th o r ity  o f the 
’N a gy  Governm ent. In  ?:o way 
can his broadcast be construed 
as a call fo r  the res to ra tion  o f 
c a p ita lis t p ro p e rty  re la tions. 
T h a t ve ry  m o rn ing  the C atho lic  
newspaper i&ziv had w r it te n : 
” W e renounce the nationa lized 
estates o f the C hurch.”

Certainly there was hooligan­
ism. But it  was dealt with— and 
'dealt with highly effectively—  
by the workers’ councils. At 
Gyor the arifted people stopped 
a fascist poet. Gyula Somogy- 
vary, from , broadcasting his 
poems when he arrived at the 
radio station with a band of 
armed men. In Budapest the ad- 
‘venturer Jozsef Dudns was ar- 
irested by order of General Pal 
'M aleter when he tried to occupy 
■the Foreign Office.

W here is* the revo lu tion  in the 
w h a le ' h is to ry  o f m an k in d  th a t 
Tins no t been su llied  w ith  such 
incidents, as i t  suddenly swept 
t ip  the m ost backw ard elements 
o f t h e  popu la tion  In to  the 
m ae ls trom , as i t  hu rled  them 
down the avalanche o f h is to ry?

D id  no t Lenin, in s is tin g  th a t 
there could never be a “ pure”  
'social revo lu tion , describe the 
Russian R evo lu tion  o f 1905 as 
“ a series o f ba ttles  in w h ich  all 
the d iscontented classes, groups 
and elements o f the popu la tion  
■participated,”  a m o n g  t h e m  
“ masses imbued w ith  the crud ­
est pre judices, w ith  the vaguest 
and m ost fa n ta s tic  aims o f s tru g  
g 'e ,”  “ sm all groups w h ich  ac­
cepted Japanese m oney,”  "specu­
la to rs  and adventurers, etc..”  
w ho b ro ug h t in to  the move­
m ent “ th e ir  pre judices, th e ir  
re a c tio n a ry  fan tasies, t h e i r  
weaknesses and e rro rs ,”  bu t 
'w ith o u t whose p a rtic ip a tio n  “ no 
re v o lu tio n  is possible” ? (Col­
lec ted  W orks, Vol. X IX , p . 302)

V E N G E A N C E  ON AVH
Need we be surp rised i f  in  the 

'm ids t o f ju s t  such a “ he tero­
geneous and discordant, m otley 
and o u tw a rd ly  incohesive mass 
s trugg le ,”  as -Lenin called it ,  a 
section o f the Budapest popu­
la tio n  took a te rr ib le  vengeance 
on the A V H  men who had re ­
pressed them, who had to rtu re d  
fe llo w  - H ungarians, w  h o had 
ru led H u n g a ry  fo r  Rakosi and 
'his Russian m asters in a way 
th a t  you y o u rse lf describe as 
'“ p a in fu l” ?

Let the Polish communist jour­
nalist W iktor Woroszylski say 
whether this amounted to “ W hite 
fferro r.” His diary for Nov. 3 
recorded: “ Budapest was quiet 
today. As on Friday, there were 
no cases of summary execu­
tion . . . . W e tried  to estimate 
'the number of lynching victims 
'ip the city from Tuesday to 
Ifhursday morning. The most 
?ikely figure ranges from 70 to 
■80 persons. There is every in­
dication, in the present situa­
tion, that there is no risk of the 
number increasing.” (Dec. 9 
■Nowa Kultura.)

L e t the Sw iss jo u rn a lis t  Peter 
S chm id  describe the con fiden tia l 
personal dossier system w hich 
m ore than a n y th in g  else aroused 
the fu ry  o f the Budapest crow ds: 
“ The f ile s  [a t  the  Csepel iro n  
and steel w o rks ] la y  scattered
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Kadar Regime 
Revises Beethoven

JU L Y  11 —  Beethoven’s
opera “ Fidelio” w ill be cen­
sored according to Gyula Ker- 
teSz, opera manager in Hun­
gary. Because the opera ex­
presses a ' passionate com­
plaint against arb itrary im ­
prisonment, i t  inspired pop­
u la r demonstrations when it 
was performed in Szeged, a 
southern Hungarian town. 
Kertesz told a South H ungar­
ian newspaper that “the real 
historical background of the 
opera” would be explained. 
“In  addition we shall change 
a few scenes,” he said.

B ie lic k :, who w ro te  in Po Prostu: 
“ The whole na tion  is on the side 
o f the insurgents. . . . The whole 
w ork ing-c lass you th  and the s tu ­
dents are on the (barricades”  
(w h ich  side o f the barricades are 
are you on, Comrade A p th ek ­
e r ? ) ;  D juka  Ju lius , who w ro te  
in  P o lit ik a  (B e lg rade) _ th a t the 
w o rkers  o f Csapel ‘V a n t  w o rk ­
ers’ councils, dem ocratic socia l­
ism ” ; Basil D_"vidson; Bruce 
Renton. . . .

I  sha ll not pu t my own ex­
periences in the scales against 
you, though I  would po in t out 
th a t vour one b r ie f reference to 
m yse lf contains tw o  m iss ta te ­
ments o f fa c t in  two lines:

(1) I  resigned from  the Lo n ­
don D a ily  W orke r no t .because o f 
"s h a rp  d isagreem ent w ith  the 
e d ito r ia l board’s position  on the 
H u ngarian  question”  !but because 
m y dispatches fro m  Budapest 
w e re  e ither, no t used o r severely 
m u tila ted , a fa c t you do no t men­
t io n ;

(2) There is no such th in g  as 
an “ e d ito r ia l board”  o f the  Lon- 
dion D a ily  W o rke r— and a t the 
tim e in  question p o lit ic a l con­
tro l o f the paper was in the 
hands o f the ass is ta n t general 
secre ta ry  o f th e  B r it is h  Com­
m un is t P a rty , who had ¡been sent 
down fro m  p a r ty  headquarters 
to  impose the o ff ic ia l “ line .”

I  'p re fe r to c ite  another com­
m u n is t jo u rn a lis t  who resigned 
because his dispatches from  
‘H u ng a ry  w ere suppressed o r d is ­
to r te d — Franz P h ilip p , deputy 
fo r eign e d ito r o f Taegliche Peter Fryer
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By George Lavan
K hrushchev’s destruction  o f 

th a t w ing o f the K re m lin  o lig a r­
chy headed by M alenkov, M olo­
tov and Kaganovich reveals the 
trem endous im portance o f the 
recent decen tra liza tion  o f Soviet 
in d u s try . T h is  w a s  apparently  
macje a nhow-down issue between 
the r iv a l w ings o f the top bu­
reaucracy, and Khrushchev’s t r i ­
umph on th is  issue tw o  m onths 
ago foreshadowed the d e fin itive  
defeat o f his opponents.

The constant fa c to r in the pic­
tu re  was the unposfcponable ne­
cessity o f reo rgan iz ing  Soviet! 
in d u s try  wh ich, thanks to the 
inhe ren t m e rits  o f p lanned econ- : 
omiy, had ou tgrow n in  size and 
com p lex ity  t r e  d ic ta to r ia l,  bu ­
rea u c ra tic  s tra i't ia cke t in  which 
S ta lin  had k e p t it .  The over­
head cost in waste,, d u p lica tio n ,1 
¡bungling, predom inance o f na r-| 
row’ departm enta l in te res ts  over, 
the general in te rest, had becom e, 
so g re a t th a t  i t  threatened the 
fu r th e r  developm ent o f the econ­
omy. F u rthe rm o re  i t  wss dis­
c re d itin g  in  the eyes o f the en- 
t 're  Soviet ¡people the w'hole bu­
reaucra tic  ru l in g  <raste w h ich a t­
tem pts to ju s t i fy  its  h ig h ly  p r iv ­
ileged economic and social posi­
t ion  in  S ov ie t Society ¡by claims

th a t its  a d m in is tra t’ ve and tech­
nical know-how makes i t  ind ls - 
pensiible.

A H  sections o f the K re m lin  
o liga rchy  recognized th a t the 
m anagem ent o f ¡Soviet in du s try  
could n o t continue as i t  was. 
I t  had to be reorganized. 
B u t the key question fo r  S ta­
l in ’s heirs was: W ho should re­
organ ize it?  A  reo rgan iza tion  of 
in d u s try  and consequently o f 
the  bureaucracy could cu t the 
v e ry  g round  from  one o r more I 
sections o f the K re m lin  o lig a r­
chy. F o r .these o liga rchs, ever 
since .S ta lin ’s destruction  o f the 
w orkers ’ democracy established 
'by Le n ;n and T ro tsky , 'are ne i­
th e r elected 'by nor represent the 
■Soviet w o rkers  but. represent, 
various sections o f the ten m il­
lion  o r m ore p riv ile g e d  ¡bureau­
cra ts  o f 'the cou n try . T he ir pow­
e r is based on the 'bureaucratic 
empires they head —  vast h ie r­
archies o f o ff ic ia ls , w ith  the ex­
pense accounts and unaccounted 
opportun ities  to  p ilfe r ,  the jobs 
they can g ra n t, etc.

L a s t December when the re ­
verses o f the Polish assertion o f 
independence and the H ungarian  
R evolu tion appeared to have te m -. 
p o ra r ily  fr ig h te n e d  o f f  some o f 
K h ru s c h e v V  supporte rs  in  the i

K re m lin , the fac tio n  o f M alen­
kov, M olo tov and K aganovich 
pushed th rough  a plan fo r  indus­
t r ia l  reo rgan iza tion  to be car­
ried  ou t iby a m?n o f th e ir  choice 
— P ervukh in . Unfortunately for 
them Khrushchev was able to 
ra lly  fcis wavering allies In the 
Kremlin back lit time to prevent 
their reorganization and to su­
persede their plan with one of 
his own— to be carried out by 
himself.

P rev ious ly  in d u s try  was m an­
aged 'by ve rtic a l tru s ts  cu lm in . t- 
in g  in m in is tr ie s  in  Moscow. 
Thus a ll steel p lan ts  in  the USSR  
were p a r t  o f a s-ngle bu reau­
c ra tic  em pire run  by a Moscow 
m in is try ;  and so on w ith  o ther 
m a jo r d iv is ions o f in du s try . A ll 
these are abolished. N ow  a ll in ­
d u s try  is decentra lized in to  195 
geograph ica l d is tr ic ts  w ith  a 
m nagem ent council ;n each dis­
t r ic t  fo r  a ll m ines, fac to rie s  and 
b u ild in g  operations w ith in  the 
d is tr ic t.  The s ta f f in g  o f these 
councils w i l l  a ffo rd  the oppor­
tu n ity  fo r  re s h u ff lin g  the o f f i ­
c ia ls  and reb u ild ing  the  indus­
t r ia l  bu rea ucra tic  machine to 
Khrushchev and h is  v ic to rious 
K re m lin  a llies.

Is  the decen tra liza tion  a step 
tow ards dem ocra tiza tion  o f So-

v ie t in d u s try ?  C e rta in ly  ne ithe r 
K hrushchev nor any o ther K re m ­
l in  leader in tends i t  to  be such. 
T rue, in  the speeches and o f f i ­
c ia lly  conducted na tio n a l d iscus­
sion th a t preceded its  fo rm a l 
adoption the re  were genera lities  
about the decen tra liza tion  p lan ’s 
benefits  fo r  the w orkers and the 
d e s ira b ility  o f w o rke rs  exipress; 
in g  th e ir  views on it .  B u t these 
did  no t go beyond the lim its  o i 
the usual propaganda’ gener­
a lities . Despite th is , there is ev­
e ry  p ro b a b ility  th a t the S ov ie t 
w orkers w il'l .make an unasked 
con tribu tion  in  the fo rm  o f fo rc ­
in g  some dem ocra tization in to  it .

Even be fo re  the p lan was 
adopted S ov ie t w o rke rs  had g iv ­
en a dem onstra tion o f th e ir  
g ro w in g  com ibativ ity in  a USlSR- 
w ide series o f local actions, in ­
c lud ing  s tr ikes , election o f m il i­
ta n t fa c to ry  com m ittees, etc!, 
aga ins t the rev is ion  o f wages 
and production norm s handled 
down fro m  above. (See June 10 
M il ita n t . )

These strugg les, some o f 
w h ich  were v ic to riou s , wer4 
•waged on a loca l scale. U n ­
doubtedly new s trugg les life 
ahead. U nde r the circumstanced 
the decen tra liza tion  is an ad­
van tage . W orkers  ih  a fa c to ry

o r d is tr ic t  w i l l  no longer be 
faced w ith  the problem  o f t r y ­
in g  to jo l t  A whole bureaucra tic  
p y ra m id  extend ing all, the way 
to  Moscow and the rem ote m in ­
is tr ie s . They w i l l  be con fronted 
w ith  th e ir  fa c to ry  m anager and 
tljfe d is tr ic t  economic council on 
disputes a ffe c tin g  wages and 
w o rk in g  conditions. T h is  is a much 
less fo rm idab le  obstacle —  one 
th a t can be m ore rea d ily  shaken 
and forced to  g ra n t concessions.

P ara lle l to the decen tra liza ­
tion  o f in d u s try  there is a  de­
c e n tra liza tion  o f trade unions. 
These na tiona l o rgan iza tions to 
ca jo le  and police the  w o rkers  
have long been trade  unions in 
name only.. L e tte rs  o f fa c to ry  
'w orkers  appearing in the S ov ie t 
newspapers ca ll .for p a rin g  down 
the num ber o f bu reaucra ts on 
the union .payro lls b u t  argue 
aga ins t “ .pu lve riz ing”  the unions 
themselves. In  T rud, the o ff ic ia l 
Soviet Un ion trade  union paper, 
the le tte rs  colum n has had a 
liv e ly  debate about the  p re s i­
dents o f elected fa c to ry  com­
m ittees. Some w a ite rs  adop ting  
the  line fo r  p a rin g  down the num­
ber o f fu ll- t im e  union employes 
are aga inst these presidents be­
in g  p u t on the union payro ll. They 
should continue ■Working in  the

p lan ts, i t  is  argued. O thers say 
i t  is impossible fo r  presidents to  
worfc an e igh t-h ou r day in the 
fa c to ry  and then ca rry  ou t union 
w ork. M oreover, they argue, a 
com m ittee p res iden t should not 
be a t the m ercy o f and on the 
p a y ro ll o f the fa c to ry  .m an-ger 
w ith  w'hom he w ill have to nego­
tia te  fo r  h is fe llo w  w orkers on 
p iece-work rates, etc.

T h is  discussion, m uted as i t  
m us t be in the pages o f T rud , 
betokens an aw aken ing o f trade - 
un ion consciousness in the plants 
that, po in ts  to  the reconstruction  
o f a un ion movement, independ­
en t o f and in  co n flic t w ith  the 
bureaucracy. Such a job cannot 
begin a t the top o f the o ff ic ia l so- 
called union® b u t m ust begin a t 
the b o tto m  w ith  s trugg les led 
f i r s t  b y  fa c to ry  com m ittees and 
then la te r  Iby reg iona l com m it­
tees. E ve ry th in g  indicates the 
beg inn ing  o f a s trugg le  by the 
Soviet p ro le ta r ia t tha t w ill adopt 
a 'S its  slogan tha t which has ju s t 
begun to  be whispered— w o rk ­
ers’ councils and w o rkers ’ con­
t r o l  o f production.

JU I.Y  9 — The crisis in the Communist Party o f the 
Soviet Union had its counterpart in the East European 
countries. And as the crisis in 1 the Krem lin led to a purge
o f top o ffic ia ls , i t  is lik e ly  th s tS  
the  s trugg le  in East Europe w ill 
also see a cc tso lida tion  o f K h ru - 
schev forces b y  means o f the 
purge.

On June 26 a s to rm y  debate, 
took  place 'in W arsaw  between 
G om ulka ; nd his c ld -line  S ta lin ­
is t  opponents, a fu r th e r  devel­
opm ent o f the f ig h t  th a t oc- 
cured la s t May. The co n flic t had 
■grown much sharper. Gomu'.ka’s 
opponents fe lt  s trong  enough to 
m ove o rg a n iza tio n a lly  against 
h im . Tii:e old-line Stalinists a t­
tempted to place th ir own lead­
ers on the committee that would 
control nomination to the par­
ty ’s Warsaw officers. Gomulka 
rep o rted ly  defeated (his move by 
la m ajority of only nine out of 
100 votes.

PO T A N D  K E T T L E
G om ulka ’s hand was s treng th - " 

ened in M ay th rough  the Cen­
t ra l C om m ittee ’s expulsion of 
M . Rad'k’ewicz and Jakcto B e r­
m an fro m  the p r r t y  on the 
charge o f resp on s ib ility  fo r  po­
lice te r ro r  in  Poland from  1949 
to  1954. The old-line S ta lin is ts  
charged th a t these tw o  men 
w ere  v ic tim ized  as “ scapegoats”  
fo r  o ther p a rty  leaders. They ac­
cused three top supporters of 
G cm ulka  fo r  resp o n s ib ility  fo r  
past “ e rro rs .”  On th is  question, 
o f oouise, both sides are r ig h t.

H ungarian  P rem ier Janos K a ­
d a r  m et the same k ind o f op-| 
pos ition  th a t Gomulka encoun­
tered. C h ief spokesman fo r  the 
o ld-guard  S ta lin is ts  a t the H un­
ga rian  conference o f Com m un­
is ts  held in June was Jozsef, 
Revai, M in is te r o f C u ltu re  under, 
the ty ra n n ica l re ign  o f Rakosi. 
R adar won th is  “ v io le n t debate” ; 
and warned th a t “ a g re a t th re a t 
w ould menace the fu tu re  w ork  of 
the p a r ty ”  i f  the " fa u its  o f the 
old leadersh ip”  were fo rgo tte n .

IS S U E S A T  S TA K E
W h a t issues are a t stake in 

these in te rn a l s trugg les o f the 
C om m unist P arties  o f E as t Eu- i 
rope ? B asica lly  the 'bu reaucra tic , 
caste th roughou t the Soviet o rb it 
is in  a  life  and death s trugg le  
fo r  su rv iva l. The w o rk in g  class 
has begun to en ter in to  the arena 
o f p o lit ic a l l'ife. A nd  i t  has en­
tered w ith  g rea tes t force in the 
countries o f E ast Europe where 
i t  was denied any ro le  w h a t­
soever in ti.e  sociai tra n s fo rm a ­
tions which were effected1 by bu­
reaucra tic  and m il ita ry  means.

The victory of the so-called 
“ revisionists” was predicated on 
the fact that the old Stalinist 
methods of police dictatorship 
which developed in the ebb of 
revolution- ry tide today encoun­
ter a resurgent working class.; 
Khrushchev and company under-, 
stand this and seek to counter­
balance the growing power of 
the working class through con­
ciliating to capitalist elements 
in the East European countries.

The d ie-hard  ¡S talin ists see the 
danger in th is  conc ilia tion . Yet

th e ir  course holds even g re a te r 
(k n g e is  fo r  the fu tu re  o f the 
Soviet o rb it, fo r  th e ir  rep res ­
sions cn ly  p e rm it the con trad ic­
tions to accumulate, sharpen and 
head f c r  explos'on a ll over 
ag. n. As bu reaucra ts , ne ithe r 
w ing  w ill a llow , le t alone lead 
the w o rk in g  c'ass to power. Y et 
on ly along th is  road can the 
planned economy be safeguarded.

C A P IT A L IS T  R E V IV A L

Gomulka was accused o f con­
c ilia tio n  to c a p ita lis t tenden­
cies— and w ith  good reason. The 
s trugg le  f c r  cc ilqp tiv ized  land 
has stopped in Poland. The gov­
ernm ent now pe rm its  the p u r­
chase and sale o f land. The 
" ’fre e ”  sale o f crops has 'been 
prem ised and ',s lik e ly  to be p u t 
in to  e ffect. As Ann Su Card- j 
'well of the Christian Science 
Monitor reported last April, 
'"Private i n d u s ' t r  y, formerly 
slated to disappear, is encour­
aged now, and little  shops of 
various kinds are appearing 
th rou gh ou t the country. . . Once 
'started they may be doubly hard 
to eliminate again.”

C a p ita lis t hopes also go t a 
new l i f t  w ith  the g row ing  
s tre n g th  o f the Catholics in  Po­
land. On June 28 in  Poznan i t  is , 
reported th  t  200,000 m arched  ̂
th rough  the c ity  to cap the week- j 

| long Corpus C h ris ti celebrations.
I (T h is  coincided w ith  the a n n i- ',  
versa  ry  o f las t y e a r’s Poznan j 

- r is in g .)  “ Hundreds of g ir ls  in  ‘ 
the w h ite  F ir s t  Communion 
dresses strewed flo w e r petals in 

1 the streets 'before p ries ts  garbed | 
' in splendid vestm ents.”  On June 

20 a procession o f 300,000 wel- ! 
i coined C ard ina l ,W yszynski back ‘ 

from  his v is it  w ith  the Pope in 
Rome. |

In  H ungary , too, where the 
■workers are b ru ta lly  repressed, ' 
concessions are mr.de to ca p ita l­
is t  tendencies on the  land. As , 
K lie  Abe l reported  in the N. Y.

: T 'm es J u ly  7, "T he  peasantry , 
has less cause fo r  com pla in ts 
t ’-.an a t any tim e since W orld  
W a r I I .  I t  alone has been a l­
lowed to bold the gains o f the 
revo lu tion— h igh e r fa rm  prices, 
no g re a t pressure fo r  c o lle c tiv i­
ze tic n  and an end o f fo rced  de­
live rie s .”

W A R N IN G  TO W ORKERS
The re p o rt o f the M ay con­

ference o f the Polish Com m un­
is t P a rty  by Francois F e jto  in 
F rance O bservateur, M ay 28, 
c le a rly  revealed the issues in the 
in te rna l p a rty  cris is . On the ex­
istence o f w o rke rs ’ councils in 
the fac to ries  o f Poland, Gomulka j 

1 warned th a t they m ust not 
dream o f becoming “ organs of 
p o lit ic : !  power o f the w o rk in g  
class”  on the, model o f the .So-| 
v ie ts  o f workers, deputies o f the, 
past. A nd they m ust not p re­
tend to cons titu te  “ ad m in is tra ­
tive  un its  .o f popu lar power.”  
They m ust no t subs titu te  them ­
selves fo r  the unions. They m ust 
not consider themselves the own­
ers o f .the fac to rie s  no r t r y  to 
go beyond the bounds o f the fac ­
to ry . F in a lly  Gom ulka made i t  
c lear th a t the p a ity  o rg a n iz a -1 
tion m ust rem a in  the d irec tin g  
p o litica l fo ice  in e .ch fac to ry .

Gom uika answered the charge | 
o f conc ilia tion  o f p ro -c 'ap ita lis t 
forces by saying, “ You c ritic ize  
m y ag ra ria n  policy. You pretend 
th a t i t  is a bad one and' th a t i t  
w ill lead to cap ita lism . V e ry ! 
well then, .propose another, a 
be tte r .policy. I ’m a ll ready to 
adopt it .  O n ly  you don’t  have 
another po licy . Y ou r c r it ic is m  
is dogm atic and em pty.”

N either wing in the Commun- 
'¡si Parties lias or w ill put forth  
a revolutionary policy which 
alone can resolve the crisis in 
(he Soviet orbit. A new revolu­

tion ary  party must be forged 
among the factory workers with 
'the fundamental LeniitiSt aim of 
“ fu ll power to the workers’ coun­
cils” and an end to all repres­
sion and bureaucratic power and 
privilege.

(Continued from page I )  j
many inexpenhive and pretty  
fabrics and clothes— everything 
that makes man’s life more 
beautiful.”

T h ‘s theme was echoed by 
S bvern ik, who dem agogically 
asserted th a t “ the P a rty  a;:d the 
G overnm ent d isp lay  a constant 
concern w ith  the w e lfa re  o f the 
people.”  As an example o f th is  
“ concern”  he c ited  the recent de­
cision abo lish ing  ob lig a to ry  de­
live ries  o f a g ric u ltu ra l products 
to the state from  t '  e sm all, per- 
conally-owned garden p lots o f 
members o f the fa rm  collectives.!

T H E Y  W A N T  M ORE
A s fa r  as the w o rkers  are 

coTjeerned, every concession th e y , 
w re s t from  the ru lin g  bu reau­
cracy sharpens th e ir  appe t'te  fo i^  
more. E ve ry  new prem ise they 
receive riv b ts  th e ir  a tte n tio n  c-h 
the perform ance o f the K re m ­
lin  o ligarchs. A c tua l concessions 
and the prom ise o f more to coraej 
s treng thens the self-confidence 
o f the w o rk in g  class as i t  rea l­
izes th a t the bu reaucra tic  tops 
are ac tin g  ou t o f a sense o-f j 
danger to th e ir  d ic ta to r ia l ru le . 
“ I t  has happened more than 
once,”  w ro te  Leon T ro ts k y  in 
1937 (The Revolu tion B etrayed) 
“ th a t a bureaucra tic  d ic ta to r­
ship, seeking sa lva tion  in ‘lib e ra l’ 
re fo rm s, has on ly weakened! i t ­
se lf.”  |

In  Hungary and Poland, the 
promises and concessions under­
mined the stability of the Stalin­
ist regimes to such an extent, 
t t at  thev formed the prelude to 
the workers’ uprisings lant fall. 
The same dynamics are at work 
in the USSR itself.

To preven t the Soviet masses 
fro m  ta k in g  im m edia te advan­
tage o f the cleavage in the bu ­
reaucracy, the fac tion  headed by 
K hrushchev recorted to to ta l i­
ta r ia n  ipurge methods aga inst its  
opponents. U nde r a reg im e of 
w o rke rs ’ democracy, basic d i f ­
ferences in the lead ing body of 
t.he p a rty  on na tiona l and In te r­
na tiona l issues wouid be b rough t 
to the p a r ty  ranks fo r  a th o r­
oughgo ing , dem ocratic discus­
sion. The people themselves 
would have been pa rtic ip an ts  in 
the reso lu tion  o f d ifferences. :

Instead, we w itness again the | 
bu reaucra tic  methods establish- 
ed 'by S ta lin . F irs t  comes a s u r­
prise  denuncia tion and ouster of 
the accused who are n o t even | 
p e rm itte d  to  be heard. No record 
o f the discussion, o r d iffe re n ce s , 
are .produced. Once more the So­
v ie t people are to ld  to take the 
w ord  o f one gang o f bureaucrats 
th a t  a r iv a l gang has been' re- . 
sponsible fo r  a ll th e ir  ills .

In  one breath the Khrushchev 
gang denounces the ha te fu l 
m ethods o f the 19'30’s. In  the^ 
next, they bo rrow  fre e ly  fro m , 
its  m ethod o f “ p o lit ic a l d :scus.-| 
sion.”  Thus the  governm ent, 
paper, Izves tia , suddenly d is­
covers th a t “ In  the past, the J 
ro le  o f Kaganovich in  the de -, 
velo-pment o f ra ilro a d  tra n s p o rt 
has been g re a tly  exaggerated. 
. . .  He is to blc.me fo r  the fa c t 
th a t fo r  m any years we have 
been delayed in the e le c tr if ic a ­
tio n  o f ra ilfo a d s , th a t we are 
la g g in g  behind in  im p lem enting  
the use o f the advanced e lec tric  
and diesel tra n sp o rta tio n .”  A  lo ­
cal bu reaucra t qu ick ly  chimes in  
th a t Kaganovich was d ire c tly  
responsible fo r  the shortage o f! 
b u ild in g  m a te ria ls  in h is  region.

The Kremlin cannot erase 
their ingrained police mentality. 
Their problem now is that they 
can no longer assure their rule 
and privileges by the old meth­
ods of police terror. In addition | 
to the concessions and the prom­
ises, this is signified by eleva­
tion for the first time of a pow­
erfu l arm y figure, Zhukov, to 
the Presidium. Evidently no 
longer able to rely on the dread 
G PU to prop it up, the bu-| 
reaucracy must now turn more 
and more to the army as its last 
base of armed support.

'But h is to ry , in c lud ing  the 
ve ry  recent h is to ry  o f E astern 
E urope, proves th a t th is  la s t re ­
so rt o f ty ra n ts  >s the le rs t  t ru s t­
w o rth y  of a ll. A secret police o r­
gan iza tion  like  the GPU can 
re c ru it  the scum o f society cap­
able o f any necessary te rro r  
aga inst the people. B u t an arm y 
m ust re c ru it  from  the people i t ­
se lf and cannot be counted' on in i 
a showdown to stand fa s t -with] 
the oppressors aga inst the op­
pressed. '

A t  the ve ry  outset o f the Po 'ish 
and H ungarian  revo lts  the  ranks 
o f the arm ies o f those countries 
q u ick ly  dem onstrated they stood 
w ith  the people agah is t the bu­
reaucra ts. Even w ith  the So­
v ie t  a rm y th a t invaded H un­
ga ry , the re  were num erous re ­
po rts  o f acts o f s o lid a r ity  and 
fra te rn iz a t io n  w ith  the H un­
g a ria n  .people.

In  Le n ing ra d , 'Shvern lk cas ti­
gated the deposed bureaucra ts 
fo r  “ ha v in g  los t a ll touch w ith  
the masses and w ith  the li fe  o f 
the people.”  These, a t least, are 
tru e  words. They app ly equally 
to  the e n tire  .bureaucracy. T ha t 
is precisely why. it  now moves 
to placate the masses in the hope 
o f  forestalling the inevitable 
day when the now giant Soviet 
working class moves to restore 
its long-throttled democratic 
rule.

How Communist 
Parties Reacted 
To Purge News

The “ independent thinking” 
pledged by the various Com,* 
munist parties after the 20th 
Congress was not evident in the 
official reactions of these par­
ties to the present Kremlin  
purge.

The E ast German Com m unist 
P a rty  J u ly  4 hailed the ouster 
o f “ the hostile  group o f M alen­
kov, Kaganovich and M o lo tov.”  
On the same day the H ungarian  
p a r ty  d u t ifu lly  “ welcomed”  the 
purge b u t also warned “ rev is ion ­
is t-m inded persons”  in  H ungary  
no t to t r y  to take advantage o f 
i t .  The French p a r ty  also 
declared, J u ly  4, its  “ fu l l  
s o lid a r ity ”  w ith  the K re m lin ’s 
“ example o f firm ness .”

The news was also promptly 
huiied in Ita ly  byi CP leader 
Togliatti as a move toward 
peace. And the London Daily  
W orker said that in executing 
the purge, “the principles of 
inner-party democracy” had 
been “ meticulously observed.”

rn d  torn, on the flo o r. A  couple 
o f w orkers had' found th e ir  own 
f ile s  in  the rubbish, and as they 
studied the ideo log ica l fa ir y  tales 
th a t the deposed com m unist 
bosses bad woven around them, 
th e ir  faces took on a queer look 
th a t was p a r t ly  made up o f the 
fe a r they had once fe lt  and p r t -  

,'ly o f a k in d  o f .boyish amuse­
m ent.”  (Janua ry  issue o f Com -j 
m en ta ry .)

B u t i t  is too easy to p it  quo­
ta tio n  aga inst Q uotation, Com­
rade A p theker. Y ou quote fro m  
m any c a p ita lis t jo u rn a lis ts ; fo r  
each o f yo u r quota tions I  could 
f in d  another, o ften  fro m  the 
iden tica l source,, p u ttin g  in  its  
tru e  perspective the p ic tu re  you 
'p a in t o f “ W h ite  T e rro r ”  and 
“‘pogrom s”  and the “ m oving to 
'the R ig h t”  .of the N agy G overn­
ment.

C O M M U N IS T  OBSERVERS
How ever I  do no t base my 

case on w h a t bourgeois jo u rn a l­
is ts  w ro te , b u t on the tes tim ony 
which you in  you r . . . scho la rly  
fash ion  ignore, th a t o f soc ia lis t 

I and com m unist observers— W or- 
osZylski; h is  'co llea gue  M ai’jan

Rundschau fo r  ten years, and 
rep resen ta tive  in  Bud: pest o f 
A D N , the E as t German news 
agency.

A N  O U TR A G E
“ The ch ie f reason fo r  m y 

b reak,”  he said, “ :s th a t I w ro te  
about the H ungarian  tragedy in 
the  on ly  way any decent human 
being can w r ite  o f it .  I tol.d m y 
fr ie n d s  th a t the .Soviet in te rven ­
tion  was a s t in k in g  ou trage 
[S chw e inere i] th a t had no th ing  
whatsoever to do w ith  socia l­
ism .”  (Dec. 3 Die W elt, Ham ­
b u rg .)

Have you w r it te n  about H u n ­
g a ry  as a “ decent person,”  Com­
rade A p th e k e r?  Y o u r book 
shows H u n g a ry ’s pre-O ctober 
s u ffe r in g  and the g lo ry  and 
hero ism  and s tr iv in g  and hope 
o f the O ctober days rs  in  a d is ­
to r t in g  m ir ro r .

W orst of all, it is silent on the 
ceaseless terro r that has been 
■waged against the Hungarian  
■people since last Nov. 4. Your 
statement that “ Repression . . . 
appears to be characterized bv 
marked moderation” is on a par 
with Khrushchev’s recent echo of 
an earlier ty ran t’s boast: “ Com- 
'plete calm now reigns in Hun­
gary.” (June 30 Pravda.)

The task o f the M a rx is t his­
to r ia n  is  su re ly  to  penetra te to 
the essence o f the events he is 
describ ing  and ana lyz ing . I t  is 
n e ithe r M arx ism  no r scholarship 
to  assert o f the H ungarian  re v ­
o lu tio n  th a t “ the m a jo r ity  o f the 
w o rk in g  class d id  not p a rtic ip a te  
in  the f ig h t in g .”

K A D A R  ON T H E  S T A N D
L e t m e ca ll on lv  one w itness 

to scotch th is  lie , Comrade 
A p theker. A  man who said o f 
"o u r  re v o lu tio n ”  th a t in  i t  “ nu­
merous com m unists fo u g h t a t 
the side o f students, w o rkers  
and the people.”

A n d  who said th is?  None oth­
er than Janos K adar, in  a7i in ­
te rv ie w  .published in  I I  Giornale 
d’lta lia  on Nov. 2. The same 
Janos .K adar who sa id  in  a 
broadcast the previous day: “ In  
th e ir  g lo rious  u p ris in g  our peo­
p le  have shaken o f f  the Rakosi 
reg im e. . . . Thousands and thou­
sands o f w o rkers  and peasants 
. . . fo u g h t in  the f r o n t  line .”

Kadar chose to forget these 
■words and to become a puppet 
of the Soviet bureaucracy. You 
have chosen to produce a book 
that tells— yes, SOM E of the 
tru th  about Hungary, but so se­
lected and presented and inter­
mingled with lies and slanders 
against the Hungarian people 
that it will survive, if  at all. only 
as a lite rary  curiosity, a monu­
ment to the misplaced zeal of 
last-ditch Stalinist apologetics.

M any years ago M a rx  re fe rre d  
to  the bourgeois economists as 
“ h ire d  p r iz e -f ig h te rs ”  who sub­
s titu te d  fo r  .genuine s c ie n tific  
research “ the bad conscience and 
the evil in te n t o f apologe tic .”

H u n g a ry ’s f in e s t com m unists 
(o r, ra th e r, those who have n o t 
'been m urdered) are s t i l l  in Ra­
d a r’s ja ils , because they rem ain 
un repen tan t opponents o f S ta­
lin is m  and its  crim es. T h e ir 
bodies m ay have been broken, 
b u t they have kep t th e ir  in te g r i­
ty  and th e ir  consciences are 
d e a r.

Is  your conscience clear, Com- 
'rade Aptheker?
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A Union Official Views His Associates

Ten Years of Taft-Hartley
W hat has been happening to the Amer­

ican labor movement since the passage 
o f the T a ft-H artley Law ten years ago 
on June 23, 1947 — a day tha t has become 
known to unionists as “ Black Monday” ?

We don’t  ascribe all the d ifficu lties and 
evils tha t beset the labor movement to 
the passage o f any single law —  even a 
law like Taft-H artley . Generally, the laws 
on the books tend to reflect the relation 
o f forces in the class struggle.

B ig Business, which controls the law­
making bodies and the entire govern­
ment of this country, w ill always t ry  to 
use its  power to stop the onward march 
o f labor. But often, when the labor or c iv il 
r igh ts  movement is in an upsurge, when 
mass movements and m ilitan t struggles 
o f the working people are taking  place, 
im portant concessions to labor w ill be 
made and w ritten  into law. This in tu rn  
gives labor a new weapon w ith  which to 
press forward.

On the other hand, when the fighting 
capacity of the labor movement declines, 
when there is an ebb in mass activity and 
a conservative bureaucracy begins to 
usurp the functions of delegated bodies 
directly responsible to an alert and mili­
tant membership, the employers will use 
their political power to enact laws that 
cripple the labor movement and open the 
way to its eventual destruction.

Since the passage o f the Ta ft-H artley  
A ct labor has been under continuous 
political assault. Section 14 (b) o f the 
Law, which encouraged the states to pass 
anti-labor legislation more oppressive to 
the unions than the parent act itse lf has 
spawned the infamous “ righ t-to -w ork”  
laws in 18 states.

According to the June issue,of the A F L- 
CIO Metal Trades Bulletin, “ membership 
in  unions skyrocketed from  S.72 m illion 
in 1935 to 14.9 m illion in 1946. . . When 
T a ft-H artley  was passed there were about 
15.4 m illion union members in the United 
States. In. the ten years since passage 
membership has risen about 2:5 m illion 
but the labor force has gained eight m il­
lion workers.”

In  other words, the relative weight of 
organized labor in the working class as a 
whole has declined during the last ten 
years. The organization o f the unor­
ganized has been v irtu a lly  halted. A n ti­
union bosses can now in tim idate and te r­
rorize workers who are try in g  to form  
unions. The use o f in junctions against

strikes is widespread. Picketing has been 
restricted. Secondary boycotts are out­
lawed. The federal government can move 
w ith  all its  power on the side o f the 
employers in so-called “ national emer­
gency”  strikes.

During these ten years, while labor was 
being flayed by Big-Business-controlled 
federal and state legislatures, the labor 
officials were becoming more deeply 
enmeshed in the capitalist political ma­
chines that run these legislatures. This 
process has kept pace with the whole 
trend of transforming the union leader­
ship from fighting representatives of the 
workers into “labor statesmen” whose 
chief qualifications are an ability “to get 
along with management.”

Read the excerpts on th is  page of the 
M ilitan t from  a paper submitted by 
George W. Brooks o f the Brotherhood of 
Paper M ill Workers to a meeting of the 
Industria l Relations Research Association. 
Brooks, who is h im self a part o f thé new 
labor ¡bureaucracy, présents a most 
revealing description o f the m enta lity  
and outlook o f these “ labor statesmen.”  
They feel fa r more a t home in cordial 
relations w ith  management than they do 
at a union meeting, le t alone a picket 
line. They regard pressures and demands 
from  the rank and file  as ir r ita t in g  dis­
turbances and have devised many 
mechanisms to perfect the ru le  of the 
unions “ from  the top.”

This privileged caste o f bureaucrats 
tha t run the unions w ill prove u tte rly  
worthless as a leadership in a crisis.

The magazine Business Week, express­
ing the view tha t T a ft-H artley  went “ too 
fa r ”  said in 1948, “ Given a few m illion 
unemployed in America, given an Ad­
m in istra tion  in Washington which was 
not pro-union —  the T a ft-H artley  Act 
conceivably could wreck the labor move­
ment.”

Well, there is no pro-union adm inistra­
tion in Washington and there hasn’t  been 
one fo r as fa r back as we can remember. 
And the present in fla ted prosperity 
bubble, 'based on an armaments economy, 
is not going to last forever. Labor w ill 
face a showdown w ith  Capital sooner or 
later. When tha t happens the working- 
class ranks w ill f ig h t back. The tide that 
has been flowing against labor for so long 
will be reversed by the mighty upsurge 
of the working people themselves.

When such a tu rn  comes the union ranks 
w ill change the ir leadership and reestab­
lish democracy. They w ill also a lter labor’s 
political policy fundam entally by form ing 
a Labor P arty  and challenging the 
political rule o f B ig Business in th is 
country.

(W e publish below excerpts 
from a speech given by George 
W . Brooks, a representative of 
the Pulp, Sulphite and Paper 
M ill Workers Union, to the 
ninth annual meeting of the In  
dustrial Relations Research As­
sociation as printed in the Feb­
ruary issue of Monthly Labor 
Review. Despite our differences 
with Brooks’ point of view, the 
speech is of interest as it  gives 
some- of the reasons for the loss 
of rank and file  control of the 
unions. —  Ed.)

The g re a t change in  Am erican 
labo r unions d u rin g  the la s t 20 
years has been a general s h ift  
in  pow er and con tro l fro m  the 
members to the  leaders. The 
change was fa r  reach ing; i t  ap­
pears to be perm anent. The 
change has taken place alm ost 
w h o lly  w ith o u t con s titu tion a l 
re fo rm . F o r p ra c tica l purposes,

the w r it te n  con s titu tion  and 
by-law s o f na tiona l unions are 
the sdme as they were 25 years 
ago o r when they were o r ig in a lly  
adopted.

B u t before the fo rtie s , any 
s trong  cen tra l tendencies were 
o ffse t, and fre q u e n tly  m ore than 
o ffse t, by tw o om nipresent, 
disagreeable fac ts ; w idespread 
em ployer an tiun ion ism  and r iv a l 
un ionism , the la t te r  o ften  w ith  
a le ftw in g  spice. . .

There were certa in  guarantees 
in  the cons titu tion , bu t these 
were seriously inh ib ited  by the 
operations o f one-party  govern­
ments. The unanim ous repo rt, 
the solid slate o f incum bents fo r  
ree lection, the in fre q u e n t and 
Ceremonial conventions, and 
s im ila r  in s titu tio n s , a ll had the 
e ffe c t o f d iscouraging e ffec tive  
opposition fro m  w ith in . B u t 
the re  were o ffse ts. Faced w ith

Young Socialist League 
Holds Nat l Convention

NEW  YORK. July 3 — The T h ird  National Conven­
tion of the Young Socialist League concluded here today 
a fte r three days o f sharp debate on issues involving the 
fa te  o f the soc ia lis t you th  move->2>-
m en t and the cbn tinued e x is t­
ence o f the YiSL its e lf.  The con­
ven tion  sessions were open to the 
rad ica l pub lic  and were a t­
tended iby a rep resenta tive  cross 
section o f the m a jo r rad ica l po­
li t ic a l tendencies.

The ¡basic issue in d ispute a t 
the convention was w he the r to 
fo llo w  Shachtm an’s p o licy  of 
p ro g ra m m a tic  adap ta tion  to  so­
c ia l democracy and o f o rgan iza­
tio n a l liq u id a tio n  in to  the So­
c ia lis t  P a rty -S oc ia l Dem ocratic 
F edera tion  o r to re ta in  the YlSL 
as a broad, inc lus ive  socia lis t 
you th  organ iza tion  p o lit ic a lly  op­
posed to  (S talin ism  and to  social- 
democracy.

A  m il ita n t  le ft-w in g  m in o rity , 
rep rese n ting  one-fou rth  o f the 
.membership, v ig o ro u s ly  opposed 
iSbachtanaw’s p o licy  a^d fo u g h t 
fo r  the  idea th a t the Y S L  should 
open its  doors to a ll the  rad ica l 
you th  and become the  center of 
a re vo lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t re ­
groupm ent in  the you th  field'. 
The le ft wing therefore pro­
posed that the YSL turn its  ma­
jo r attetntion to the thousands of 
radical youth formerly in the 
Labor Youth League and help 
these youth find their way from  
Stalinism to re vo lu tio n a ry  so­
cialism.

F o llo w in g  .Shachtman’s lead, 
the r ig h t-w in g  leaders m an i­
fested an. u lt im a tis t ic  a tt itu d e  
tow ards the you th  close to the 
C om m unist P a rty . The r ig h t  
w in g  declared i t  would! demand 
p ro o f o f a g roup ’s conclusive 
(break w ith  ¡S talin ism  before i t  
w ou ld  even engage in  un ited  
f ro n t  a c tiv itie s  w ith  it.

On the  o ther hand the r ig h t  
w in g  imposed no conditions 
w ha teve r on the social demo­
cra ts  and agreed in  advance to 
accept the ■State-Department “ so­
c ia lis t”  p rog ram  o f the SP^SD-F

i f  th e ir  proposed “ u n ity ”  were 
accepted.

The r ig h t  w in g  changed the 
'cons titu tion  to  spe c ifica lly  ex­
clude the young memibers o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and to 
p ro h ib it Y S L  members fro m  jo in ­
in g  the :S'WP. In  ad d ition  ap­
p lican ts  fo r  m em bership in  the 
Y S L  who expressed sym pathy 
fo r  the le ft-w in g  v ie w p o in t were 
no t adm itted.

Under the heading of imple­
menting its orientation towards 
the SP-SDF, the rig ht wing 
passed constitutional amend­
ments and special motions that 
in effect deprived the le ft wing 
of any possibility to operate as 
a legitim ate tendency w ithin the 
organization.

I n  sho rt, the r ig h t  w in g  fun - 
dam enta lly  trans fo rm ed  the Y S L  
in to  an in s tru m e n t o f Shacht­
m an’s p o lit ic a l l'jne. W h ile  stop­
p in g  sho rt o f  an e x p lic it expu l­
sion, the r ig h t  w in g  served no­
tice  th a t the re  was no place in  
the Y S L  fo r  anyone who would 
n o t go along w ith  the po licy  o f 
cap itu la tio n  to  social-dem oci'2cy. 
The s tru g g le  between the le f t  
and r ig h t  w ings  o f the conven­
tio n  was sys tem a tica lly  ex­
pressed on a mjimiber o f ibasic 
issues. The le f t  w in g  moved to 
sp e c ifica lly  re je c t S hachtm an’s 
proposal to re fra in  fro m  run n ing  
soc ia lis t candidates in opposition 
to  “ labo r endorsed”  c a p ita lis t 
p a r ty  candidates; the r ig h t-w in g  
m a jo r ity  re fused to do so.

A  fu l l  dress debate took place 
on the H u ng a ria n  revo lu tion  in 
w h ich  the r ig h t  w in g  unfolded 
a po licy  o f sup po rting  c a p ita lis t 
democracy as the JesSer ev il to 
S ta lin ism , w h ile  le f t  w ingers 
pressed fo r  the slogan o f a ll pow­
e r to the w o rke rs ’ councils.

T here  was a.' b r ie f  b u t s ig ­
n if ic a n t  debate on> the labo r

an a rro g a n t o ff ic ia l a ttitud e , a 
fundam en ta l m istake in  ju d g ­
m ent, o r  a fa ilu re  to respond to 
local wishes, a local union could 
leave the na tiona l union. I f  i t  
s im p ly  wished to w ith d ra w , the 
em ployer was a lw ays ready to 
be he lp fu l. O r, i f  the local mem­
bers were persuaded o f the 
value o f un ionism , b u t no t o f 
th is  union, there  was a lw ays a 
r iv a l ready to  welcome them 
w ith  open arm s.

B O TH  RO UTES CLOSED
B o th  o f these routes are now 

closed, in  the  “ pro tected”  sec­
tions o f in du s try . The em ployer 
ty p ic a lly  does ho t now welcome 
w ith d ra w a l fro m  the in te rn a ­
tio n a l union. T h is  is p a rtic u la r ly  
tru e  o f the in d u s tr ia l re la tions  
o ff ic e r who knows he owes his 
job  to the  union. The local d is­
senters thus f in d  themselves 
con fronted today by  a solid 
f r o n t  o f opposition w h ich  in ­
cludes both the  n a tion a l un ion 
and the company. W ith in  the 
past tw o  years, the  a lte rna te  
rou te  has been closed by the 
no -ra id  agreem ents and the 
A F L -C IO  m erger. E xcep t in  un­
organized p lan ts , the re fo re , thé 
local people have a ve ry  
res tr ic ted  freedom  o f choice. 
These changes, w hethe r good or 
bad, have Completely a lte red the 
old balance between local and 
n a tion a l unions. . .

C en tra liza tio n  o f the  nego tia ­
tions has been accompanied to

a ve ry  considerable ex te n t by  
cen tra liza tion  o f the ad m in is tra ­
tion  o f the con tract. Even the 
rou tines o f the  local un ion —  
w a g e  ad justm ent, grievance 
hand ling , and the like  —  are 
be ing trans fe rre d  to an increas­
in g  degree to  fun c tiona ries  o u t­
side the  loca l union. A s  the 
[co llec tive  ba rg a in in g ] process 
is removed fu r th e r  fro m  local 
p lan ts  and loca l unions, the 
b a rga in ing  takes on a less p e r­
sonal character, and tends to  be­
come m ore o f a pageant o r 
dram a. There is much less of 
the “ g ive and take ”  o f nego tia ­
to rs  who are fa m il ia r  w ith  local 
de ta ils and, the re fo re , w i l l in g  to 
agree to v a r ie ty  and deviations.

‘S T A T E S M A N S H IP ’

The ro le  o f the union nego­
t ia to r  h im se lf has undergone 
subtle b u t fundam enta l changes. 
He enjoys the confidence o f 
m anagement, m ore o ften  than 
not. He fin d s  th a t m anagem ent 
has been s u rp r is in g ly  w ill in g  
(especia lly  d u rin g  the past 15 
yea rs) to  g ra n t s ig n if ic a n t con­
cessions on wages, hours, and 
wox-king conditions. He tends to  
believe th a t th is  sta te  o f a ffa irs  
is  perm anent and re liab le . H is  
p r im a ry  resp o n s ib ility  is  to  get 
a se ttlem ent. In  h is  e ffo r ts  to  
b r in g  abou t an agreem ent, he 
fre q u e n tly  find s  th a t i t  is the 
loca l un ion and n o t the company 
w h ich  is  the Ustumbling block. 
H is  ro le  changes, th e re fo re ; he

becomes m ore and m ore a 
m ed ia to r. . . T h is  is Called 
“ sta tesm anship.”

. . . U n ion  leaders whose ex­
perience goes back m ore than 20 
years are now a t in y  m in o r ity  
o f the to ta l num ber o f persons 
em ployed by unions on a f u l l ­
tim e  basis. . . 'N a tu ra lly , the f i r s t  
requ irem en t [o f  union o ff ic ia ls ] 
is  th a t they be able to “ ge t a long 
w ith  m anagem ent.”  I t  is  no t 
ne a rly  so necessary th a t they be 
able to cap ture and re ta in  the 
“ lo y a lty ”  o f w orkers. . .

I  th in k  a m ore im p o rta n t ad ­
vantage [ in  th is  new “ states>- 
m ansh ip” ] is  the ne a rly  u n i­
versa l consent w h ich  the unions 
in  m a n u fa c tu rin g  indus tries  now 
g ive  to  technolog ical change. 
There is no p o in t a t w h ich the  
n a tion a l and local leadership are 
lik e ly  to  be more sha rp ly  d i f ­
fe re n tia te d  in  th e ir  op in ions 
than on th is  issue. Local un ion 
members a re  always uneasy 
about, and usu a lly  opposed to, 
technolog ica l change. The na­
tio n a l un ion, on the  o th e r hand 
is lik e ly  to  take the  statesm an­
lik e  v iew . A  s h if t  in  pow er to  
the  n a tion a l un ion the re fo re  
strengthens the  hand o f m an­
agem ent in  m ak ing  technolog ical 
change.

Khrushchev Indicts Rivals
(The following are excerptfe 

from  the speech delivered by 
N ik ita  Khrushchev, Communist 
Party boss, in Leningrad on July 
6. W e print them for the further 
information of our readers. —  
Ed.)

The success o f ou r in d u s try  
and our cou n try  as a whole are 
g re a t arid im p o rta n t. W e w an t 
our in d u s try  and its  founda tion , 
the heavy in d u s try , to  g row  and 
become s tronger. W e w ish our 
a g ric u ltu re  to  g row  and develop 
even m ore successfully. . . .

We have reorganized the  m an­
agem ent o f in d u s try  and bui'kk- 
ing. One hundred and f iv e  eco­
nom ic councils h'ave been se t up 
in  the  cou h try  and have already 
s ta rted  wonk. . . .

Y ou have p ro ba b ly  read' a l­
ready about the decisions o f the 
p le n a ry  session o f  the C en tra l 
■Committee on the  a n ti-p a rty  
g roup  o f M alenkov, K aganovich 
and M o lo tov. T he  group had a 
cow ard ly  scheme. I t  wanted to 
seize in  its  hands the  key posi-

probe. The le f t  w in g  opposed' in ­
te rven tion  in to  the a f fa irs  o f the 
unions b y  la b o r-h a tin g  congres­
siona l in q u is ito rs  and opposed 
sup po rt to the  R eu the rite  po licy  
o f co llab o ra tion  w ith  these con­
gressional com m ittees. The right 
wing, on the other hand, defended 
collaboration with Reuther on 
the premise that socialists must 
work w ith the “progressive, 
more socially minded sections of 
the labor bureaucracy.”

t ion s  in  the p a r ty  and in  the 
G overnm ent in  o rder to  change 
the  (po litica l lin e  o f the p a rty .

They a c tiv e ly  opposed such 
measures, f o r  instance, as the 
w id e n in g  o f the scope o f the 
r ig h ts  o f un ion repub lics in  the 
f ie ld  o f  economic and c u ltu ra l 
construction  and in  m a tte rs  o f 
le g is la tio n . T hey  were aga inst 
ca i'ry in g  ou t a- reo rgan iza tion  in 
th e  m anagem ent o f in d u s try  and 
b u ild in g , aga ins t p ro m o tin g  a 
m ovem ent am ong state fa rm  
w orke rs , co llective  fa rm  w o rk ­
ers and a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rke rs  to  
catch up w ith  A m erica  in the per 
cap ita  p roduc tion  o f m ilk , b u tte r  
and m ea t in  the next fe w  years.

C U T T H E M S E L V E S  O F F
A ll  these and o the r im p o rta n t 

measures o f the p a r ty  .aimed a t 
im p ro v in g  the (m ateria l position  
o f the  .Soviet people m et w ith  
an active opposition  o f those 
who had cu t themselves o f f  fro m  
the fac ts  o f l i fe  o f the coun try , 
fro m  the na tion  and the people.

In  the sphere o f fo re ig n  p o l­
icy, th a t  group, and in  p a r tic u ­
la r, comrade M olotov, have been 
O bstructing w ith  a ll ava ilab le  
means the im p lem en ta tion  of 
m easures fo r  th e  relaxatio.ni of 
in te rn a tio n a l tens ion and the 
conso lida tion  o f peace in  the 
w ho le  w o rld . . .

A s  in  home, so in  fo re ign  p o li­
cy questions the y  adopted a n a r­
row , life less  a ttitu d e  tow ard  
M arx ism -Len in ism . W hen they 
were convinced th a t a ll th e ir  in ­
correct s ta tem ents and actions

con s tan tly  m e t w ith  'a re b u ff in  
the C entra l C om m ittee, they took 
a course condemned 'by the p a r ­
ty — one o f .p lo ttin g  among them ­
selves secre tly— a course o f fac ­
t io n a l s trugg le .

A L L  U N A N IM O U S
E veryone k n o w s  how th is  

ended. The C entra l Com m ittee o f 
the p a r t y  'unan im ous ly  con­
demned th is  a n t i-p a r ty  group as 
w e ll as the  ca ree ris t S hepilov 
who jo ined  them , w ho showed 
h im se lf to  be m ost shamelessly 
tw o-faced. . .

Comrades, the decisions o f  the 
June plenum  o f the C entra l 
Com m ittee have m e t w ith  the 
unanimous approva l o f the p a rty  
and the  whole 'Soviet people. . .

O ur p a r ty ’s po licy  is clear. I t  
w h o lly  answers the basic, v ita l 
in te res ts  o f the people, both in  
in te rn a l and fo re ig n  po litics , and 
is a lw ays governed b y  the g re a t 
L e n in is t p rinc ip les  and w i l l  con­
s ta n tly  b r in g  to l i fe  the  line  
w orked ou t b y  tlve 20th Con­
gress o f the p a rty . . .

Comi-ades, the  unm asking of, 
and the unanim ous condemna­
tion  b y  the p lenum  o f the Cen­
t ra l C om m ittee o f the Commu­
n is t P a r ty  and .people, o f the 
a n t i-p a r ty  g roup  o f M alenkov, 
K aganovich and M o lo tov  w i l l  
he lp s t i l l  m ore in  b r in g in g  to  
l i fe  the  h is to r ic  decisions o f the 
20th Congress o f the p a rty , be­
cause th e ir  rem oval means the 
rem oval o f a ll those forces who 
w ere  t r y in g  to ham per the fu.1- 
fil'lim ent o f these decisions. . .

Ideological Struggle Versus Wrecking Tactics
By Murry Weiss

I  attended several sessions of 

the Young Socialist League 
convention held in New York  
City the first three days of 
July. (See story, this page.) A t  
one of the sessions a delegate 
requested that I  be given a few 
minutes to explain a letter I  had 
w ritten  to James P. Cannon in 
June 1955, where I  expressed 
the opinion that it was necessary 1 
fo r revolutionary socialists to 
conduct an ideological struggle 
against the influence of Shacht- 
man among a section of the 
radical youth. Excerpts from this 
letter had been published in 
Labor Action, the Young So­
cialist Review and had been 
quoted at the convention.

T used the fe w  m inutes a t m y 
disposal to express m y Convic­
t io n  th a t the v iew po in t I  held 
in  June 1955 was bas ica lly  cor­
re c t and has m oreover been con­
firm e d  by the recent course 
Shaehtman and h's o rgan iza tion  
have taken. I  pointed out th a t 
a t th is  ve ry  convention Shacht- 
m an was proposing th a t the 
Y S L  give up its  p o lit ic a l and 
organ iza tiona l independence and 
en ter the Am erican social- 
dem ocratic sect, the Socia list 
P arty-S oc ia l Dem ocratic Federa­
tio n  —  on the program  o f the 
social democracy. I  pointed ou t 
th a t Shaehtman had ju s t p re ­
sented a reso lu tion  to his own 
organ iza tion , the Independent 
S ocia lis t League, c a llin g  fo r  the 
abandonment o f soc ia lis t opposi­
t io n  to  c a p ita lis t p a r ty  candi­
dates i f  these candidates were

endorsed by the labo r bureau­
cracy.

I  had fe lt  in  1955 th a t the 
fundam enta l s trugg le  the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  m a jo r ity  
had conducted on the eve o f 
W orld  W ar I I  aga inst Shacht- 
man and his supporters had 
sign ificance fo r  the new genera­
tion  o f rad ica l you th  and was 
n o t a “ fin ished  chapter be long­
in g  to  the dead past.”  I  said 
in  th is  le tte r, “ W e w i l l  be 
badly m istaken i f  we th in k  we 
can ‘by-pass’ even the Shacht- 
manites, as w e ll as the Coch- 
ran ites , in  ideo log ica l ba ttles. 
The aw akening you th  w i l l  ex­
am ine a ll program s and te n ­
dencies. They w i l l  n o t take our 
word fo r  any th ing . I  held th a t 
the  in te rn a l disputes o f the past 
were n o t "o v e r obscure doctrina l, 
po in ts  o f fin e  in te re s t on ly to  a 
sect. They were over the g re a t 
p ro g ra m m a tic  issues o f our 
epoch and they  have b u rn ing  
m eaning in the w o rld  today.”

I  said fu r th e r , “ T h is  does no t 
mean th a t we are in te rested in 
any fus ion  o r e n try  w ith  these 
p e o p l e  [th e  Shachtm anites], 
O ur on ly  in te re s t is how to 
smash them. B u t th is  m ust be 
done a t every stage anew. And 
it  must be done with ideological 
weapons.” (Em phasis added.)

ID E O L O G IC A L  STRUG G LE  
A N D  W R E C K IN G  A C T IV IT Y

A t  the convention the national 
cha irm an o f the Y S L , M ichael 
H a rr in g to n , said in  re p ly  to me 
th a t he knew  ve ry  w e ll w ha t 
was m eant b y  “ ideolog ica l s tru g ­
g les”  and "ideo log ica l weapons.”  
I t  meant, H a rr in g to n  insisted, 
“ w reck ing  and sm ashing”  the 
Y S L .

Harrington’s assertion is com­
pletely false. When I, declared

th at i t  was necessary to smash 
the ideological influence of 
Shachtmanism with the ideolog­
ical weapons of revolutionary so­
cialism, that was quite different 
from calling for the wrecking 
of the YSL through organiza­
tional maneuvers. Harrington  
deliberately chose to ignore this 
important distinction.

H a rrin g to n  and the o ther lead ­
ers o f the  Y S L  m a jo r ity  used 
th e ir  in te rp re ta tio n  o f m y le tte r  
to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  re jec tion  o f the 
proposal made by  Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  you th  t h a t ' in ­
stead o f liq u id a tin g  its e lf  in to  
the  social democracy, the Y S L  
open its  doors to  a ll rad ica l 
you th  and bu ild  a broad, un ited 
soc ia lis t you th  organ iza tion  in 
the U n ited  States. The you th  o f 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  and 
o rgan iza tions close to  them  have 
held the  pos ition  th a t a hea lthy  
•socialist you th  organ iza tion  can­
no t be p o lit ic a lly  and o rgan iza­
tio n a lly  dom inated by e ith e r the 
S ta lin is ts  o r the Social Demo­
cra ts ; th a t i t  m ust rem a in  o r­
gan iza tion a lly  independent o f a ll 
the  ad u lt tendencies; and th a t 
i t  m ust be an arena fo r  you th  to 
f in d  th e ir  own w ay, by th e ir  
own paths to revo lu tiona ry  so­
c ia lis t conclusions.

To this proposal the YSL  
right wing leaders have said: 
(1 ) this is only a maneuver to 
“smash us,” and (2 )  we are 
determined to a ffilia te  with the 
SP-SDF, so your proposal has 
no meaning to us, even if  you 
are sincere.

O F T -R E P E A T E D
C H AR G E

The charge o f “ w re ck in g ”  and 
“ ra id in g ” ' has been heard many 
tim es d u rin g  the  c u rre n t re>- 
groupm ent discussion. I t  has been 
leveled aga ins t the  Com m unist

P a rty , on the basis o f its  record 
under the dom ination o f the 
bu reaucra tic  machine o f S ta lin ­
ism. Iro n ic a lly , the SP-SDF 
leaders have kep t Shachtm an’s 
IS L  and his supporters in  the 
Y S L  ou t o f th e ir  p a r ty  fo r  over 
a  year, despite a ll u rg in g  and 
pleading, on the  basis o f th e ir  
suspicion th a t Shaehtman is 
p lan n in g  a ra id  to “ smash*’ 
them.

W e also hear, fro m  both 
Shaehtman and the CP, th a t the 
Socia lis t' W orke rs  P a rty  is on ly 
in terested in  ra id in g  and th a t i t  
is  ou t to “ w reck”  a l l  r iv a l o r­
ganizations.

I t  is necessary to examine 
more closely this whole question 
of relations among different 
tendencies and organizations in 
the workers’ movement in general 
and the relations of a ll these 
tendencies to the youth move­
ment in particular.

In  m y opin ion the roots o f 
th is  problem  w i l l  be found in  
th e  bu reaucra tiza tion  o f the 
w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent both in  the 
West, and in  the Soviet Union. 
The labo r bureaucracies and the 
S ta lin is ts  s trang led the demo­
c ra tic  life  o f the w o rke rs ’ move­
ment. In  the case o f the labor 
bureaucracies o f the W est th is  
was done th rough  a com bination 
o f collusion w ith  the. w itc h -h u n t­
in g  police o f the c a p ita lis t state 
plus the establishm ent o f a 
reg im e o f repression aga ins t a ll 
rad ica l opponents.

In  the case o f S ta lin ism  i t  
was done th rou gh  the usurpa­
tio n  o f power in  the Soviet 
U n ion by an uncontro lled, b u r­
eaucratic te rro r-m ach ine  which 
then reached ou t and destroyed 
the independence and in te rn a l 
democracies o f the Com m unist 
pa rties . The L e f t  O pposition in

the  Com m unist pa rties , fro m  
which the present Socia list 
W orke rs  P a rty  stems, was 
deprived o f a ll dem ocratic r ig h ts  
and fo rc ib ly  separated fro m  con­
ta c t w ith  the  p a r ty  ranks.

In  v iew  o f these circumstances, 
re vo lu tio n a ry  socia lists w h o  
refused to be silenced and | 
isolated fro m  the rad ica l and 
labo r movement, were compelled 
to f ig h t  to rem ain in  or re -en te r 
the w o rkers  organ izations. They 
conducted th is  f ig h t  in  the face 
o f police methods used to  expel 
and iso late them . W hereupon, 
both the labo r bureaucrats and 
the S ta lin is ts  would charge these 
revo lu tion is ts  w ith  “ Conspira- 
cies”  to  “ w reck”  and “ d is ru p t”  
the organized w o rkers ’ move­
ment.

S T A L IN IS T  TA C TIC S  
O F ‘R U L E -O R -R U IN ’

A n  add itiona l and im p o rta n t 
source o f the fe a r o f ra id in g  and 
organ iza tiona l m aneuvers stems 
fro m  the  a c tiv itie s  o f the 
S ta lin ized C om m unist parties 
d u rin g  the past decades. These 
pa rties  carried  on an aggressive 
cam paign, no t to  extend th e ir  
ideolog ica l in fluence in  open 
debate w ith  r iv a l tendencies in 
the w o rke rs ’ movement, b u t to 
impose th e ir  o rgan iza tiona l con­
tro l over the en tire  movem ent 
by m echanical and bureaucra tic  
methods.

I t  is false to confound Stalin,- 
ist maneuvers and manipulations 
with the struggle to advance a 
program and to prove through 
propaganda and the test of ex­
perience the correctness of this 
program as against others. I t  is 
likewise false to echo the charge 
of the labor bureaucrats that 
revolutionaries are engaged in 
“wrecking” and “disruptive” 
activities when they refuse to

allow the bureaucrats to oust 
them from the unions.

A ll th is  is no t to  say th a t 
re la tions  between rad ica l' w o rk ­
ers organ iza tions have been 
irreproachab le  o r th a t any o r­
gan iza tion  can cla im  i t  has made 
no m istakes. B u t m istakes made 
by revo lu tiona ry  socia lists who 
were under a ttack  by ca p ita lis t 
reaction, the la bo r bureaucrats 
and the S ta lin is ts  are o f a d i f ­
fe re n t o rder than the “ m istakes”  
made by bu reaucra tic  machines 
which have poisoned, the whole 
atmosphere and rendered norm al 
re la tions  among various c u r­
ren ts  in the  la bo r m ovem ent im ­
possible.

The SW P is emphatically op­
posed to the concept of wreck­
ing rival organizations. The con* 
cept. is in ( is  very essence 
bureaucratic and substitutes or­
ganization devices for the neces­
sary ideological and political 
struggle which . \\:ill permit 
workers to freely choose their 
political and organizational 
allegiance. To the bureaucrats 
everything is orderly and proper 
only when the workers stay put, 
voice no dissenting thoughts and 
leave matters of policy to the 
wisdom of high officials. Above 
all they want no troublesome op­
positionists around to disturb thé 
bureaucratic peace.

S O C IA L IS T  Y O U T H  
N E E D S  IN D E P E N D E N C E

The method o f s u b s titu tin g  o r­
gan iza tiona l dom ination fo r  p o li­
t ic a l persuasion is  p a rtic u la r ly  
h a rm fu l and even ru inous when 
i t  is  applied to  the  re la tions 
between a d u lt p o lit ic a l tendencies 
and the socia lis t you th  move­
ment. A l l  experience teaches th a t 
the  you th  m ust have complete 
o rgan iza tiona l independence in  
o rder to  W ork o u t fo r  themselves

th e ir  approach to re vo lu tio n a ry  
theory  and practice.

Speaking spe c ifica lly  o f  the 
Y oung S ocia lis t League, i t  has 
d u rin g  the th ree  years o f  its  
existence m ain ta ined its  inde­
pendence as a soc ia lis t you th  
movem ent. M oreover i t  developed 
a num ber o f f in e  tra d itio n s  o f 
in te rn a l dem ocracy and a w i l l -  
ingness to  include in  its  ranks 
you th  who did  n o t in  advance 
accept the  p o lit ic a l views o f the 
dom inant tendency o f S hach t­
manism .

S H A C H T M A N  BEN DS  
Y S L  TO  H IS  COURSE

On the o th e r hand, the con­
sequences o f the in fluence o f 
Shachtm anism  w ith in  the  Y S L  
are now be ing fe l t  p rec ise ly  in  
the tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f the  Y S L  
fro m  a nucleus o f a broad so­
c ia lis t you th  organ iza tion  in to  an 
exclusive appendage to  Shacht.- 
m an’s o rgan iza tion . I t  has been 
converted in to  a Shachtm anite 
you th  fa c tio n  th a t  d rives ou t and 
excludes a ll rad ica l you th  who 
w i l l  n o t sw a llow  Shachtm an’s 
line  o f p o lit ic a l adap ta tion  to 
social democracy.

The Y S L  has now set up bar­
riers to youth who are m ilitantly  
opposed to accepting the SP- 
SD F as the exclusive parent or­
ganization of the socialist youth. 
I f  the Y S L  is wrecked it  w ill be 
due entirely1 to this policy of 
Shaehtman and not to the 
ideological struggle of the SW P  
against Shachtmanism.

The m istake the SW P made, 
in  m y opin ion, was th a t i t  d idn ’t  
recognize soon enough the Y S L ’s 
d is tin c tive  cha racte r as an inde­
pendent soc ia lis t you th  o rgan iza­
tion . I t  is  obvious to  a ll close 
observers o f the Y S L  th a t i t  has 
a lw ays held c o n flic tin g  tenden­
cies, in c lud in g  a le ft-w in g  c u r­

re n t in  opposition to  Shachtm an’s 
r ig h tw a rd  course. Recently, when 
th is  course reached the  po in t 
where Shachtm an’s supporters 
proposed to scu ttle  the inde­
pendence o f the  Y S L  and to 
accept the p rogram  and organ­
iza tio n a l dom ination  o f the social 
dem ocrats, a fu ll-sca le  s tru g g le  
broke out. A  le ft-w in g  caucus 
emerged and waged a b a ttle  to  
preven t the  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f 
the  Y S L  in to  Shachtm an’s in ­
s trum en t fo r  conc ilia tion  and 
adap ta tion  to  social democracy.

The SW P made the m istake o f 
assum ing th a t  because the 
Shachtm anites w ielded consider­
able in fluence  in  the Y S L , th a t 
the Y S L  was the re fo re  a m ere 
“ you th  vers ion”  o f Shachtm an- 
ism . E ven ts have disproven th is  
idea. B y  jo in in g  the o ther forces 
in  the Y S L  w h ich  were w o rk in g  
aga ins t the danger o f com plete 
Shachtm anite dom ination , the 
SW P you th  could have played a 
fa r  more e ffec tive  ro le  over the  
pas t years in  p re ve n tin g  the  
d isso lu tion o f the Y S L  as the 
fra m e w o rk  fo r  a rev ita lize d  and 
m il ita n t  soc ia lis t you th  move­
m en t in  the U.S.

W hatever the outcome o f the  
cu rre n t s trugg le  in  the Y S L , the  
m ovem ent tow ards an inde­
pendent, m ilita n t,  soc ia lis t you th  
m ovem ent th a t w i l l  in v ite  a ll 
rad ica l you th  in to  its  ranks is 
now on the  m arch. The move­
m ent w i l l  f in d  its  p rope r o rgan­
iza tion  fo rm  despite a ll ob­
stacles. O ur advice to  the so­
c ia lis t you th  o rgan iza tion  th a t 
w i l l  emerge ou t o f the present 
regroupm ent process, is th a t i t  
re ta in  its  independence from  a ll 
the ad u lt o rgan izations. Thereby 
i t  w i l l  best p e rm it its  ranks to  
develop tow ards revo lu tiona ry  
soc ia lis t ideas as a resu lt o f 
th e ir  own experiences.



. .  .The Tuskegee Vote Fight
(Continued from page 1 )

th e ir  'p ligh t. The ¡protest m ove­
m en t expresses i ts e l f  p re sen tly  
Iby a :better tham 90% re fusa l o f 
the  Tuskegee Negroes to  do busi­
ness w ith  isome 40 local w h ite  
m erchants. A lre a d y  three ¡busi­
nesses in c lud in g  the  Macon thea­
te r  (th e  o n ly  m o tio n  p ic tu re  
the a te r in  to w n ), a d ry  goods 
s tore , and -a no ve lty  shop have 
closed th e ir  doors; and several 
o thers are to tte r in g . A l l  the 
la rg e r establishm ents have re ­
leased a la rg e  p o r tio n  o f th e ir  
help. The end o f th is  tre n d  is 
nowhere in  s ig h t, fo r  m ost of 
the Negroes here are employed 
a t p r iv a te ly  endowed Tuskegee 
In s titu te ' and the F edera lly  sup­
ported Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  
hosp ita l -and receive about 80% 
Qf the area ’s $12 m illio n  annual 
p a y ro ll. In  the m eantim e Engel- 
h a rd t’s b i l l  s t i l l  aw a its  action 
by  G overnor James E. Folsom.

On m y a r r iv a l a t the  church 
around 6:30 the g a th e rin g  thxong 
had f i l le d  every inch o f space 
inside the  church, and 'by the 
tim e  the  m ee ting  g o t under w ay

“ I  believe in  a governm ent o f 
the people, fo r  the  people and by 
the people. B u t we are segre­
gated and c lass ified  as a special 
k in d  o f people. Being such, we 
should have ou r elected rep re ­
sen tatives in  governm ent. T a x ­
a tio n  w ith o u t representa tion  is 
s t i l l  ty ra n n y .”

A n s w e rin g  charges by  E nge l- 
h a rd t th a t he had been cited
years ego 'by the  House U n -
A m erican  A c t iv it ie s  Com m ittee, 
M r. G om illion  said th a t he has 
never ibeen in fo rm ed  o f any
charges o f “ subvers ion”  by any
governm ent agency.

NO N E E D  FOR FORCE
M oreover he said th a t the TCA 

has no need to use force to p re­
ven t in te llig e n t c itizens fro m  
do ing business w ith  the loca l 
w h ite  m erchants .and in  th e ,m id s t 
o f cheers aifd applause he as­
serted “'cond itions determ ine 
w ha t course o f action  in te llig e n t 
c itizens take .”

The Rev. K . L. B u fo rd , pastor 
o f the BuMer Chaipel AMiE Zion 
Church and fea tu red  speaker of

The atmosphere is tense when Negroes t r y  to  reg is te r in  
the South. These tw o men con fron t an a ll-w h ite  re g is tra tio n  
board in  M iss iss ipp i. One o f the  ch ie f weapons o f w h ite - 
suprem acist ru le  is to  deprive Negroes o f the r ig h t to vote.

a t 7:30, i t  had f i l le d  th e  areas 
in  f r o n t  o f and on the sides of 
the  church extend ing  as fa r  as 
the audib le reach o f the pub lic  
address system .

The atm osphere o f to n ig h t’s 
m eeting  was as serious and busi­
ness-like as th a t o f a week ago. 
The enthusiasm  and de te rm ina­
tio n , -however, reached g re a te r 
he ights . T h is  was c le a rly  w r i t ­
ten on the faces and' in  the  ac­
tions  o f a ll those assemibled.

The in tro d u c tio n  o f Charles G. 
G om illion , p res iden t o f  t h e  
Tuskegee C i v i c  Association, 
b ro u g h t cheers and v igorous ap­
p laud ing . He read a prepared 
s ta tem e n t w h ich  ou tlined  -h-is 
p o s itio n  and th a t o f th e  Asso­
c ia tion . “ I  be lieve in  the equa li­
t y  o f o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a ll rega rd ­
less o f h is  color, re li'g ion, o r na­
t io n a lity .  I t  is m y resp on s ib ility  
as a c itizen  to  help m y fe llo w - 
c itizens to secure th e ir  c-ivil 
r ig h ts  'by v ir tu e  o f th e ir  c itize n ­
ship and qu a lifica tio ns .

the evening, to ld  the a tte n tiv e  
and responsive audience, “ The 
eyes o f the w o rld  are on Tuske­
gee and we m ust no t fa il .  We 
m ust defend the  excellence of 
ourselves and ou r possessions.

“ We have a g lorious h is to ry  
and have made many c o n trib u ­
tions  to make th is  a g re a t coun­
t r y .  We have been abused and 
exp lo ited, bu t we now stand on 
the threshold o f a new day.

‘ ‘We demand to  be trea ted  as 
men. W e are dog-gone sick and 
t ire d  o f le t t in g  people th ro w  
m ud in our fr.ces ;w d s tand ing 
by and le tt in g  tihem rub  i t  in. 
The w h ite  people o f Tuskegee 
are n o t innocent o f th is  f ig h t.  
They have asked to be iso la ted  
in  th a t  l i t t le  area around the 
square (dow r.-tow n). We sha ll 
le t  them  have i t . ”

Ins tan taneous ly  the  whole au­
dience thundered 'back w ith  “ le t 
them  have i t ! ’’ and in  the m idst 
o f r in g in g  cheers and en thu­
s ias tic  applaud ing repeated sev­
e ra l tim es “ g ive  i t  to  them .”

A t  one p o in t Rev. B u fo rd  
asked:

“ Is  i t  un -A m erican  to  f ig h t  fo r  
freedom  and eq ua lity , fo r  the 
r ig h t  to  v o te ? ”

R E S E N T  V IO L A T IO N S
The audience re to rte d  w ith  a 

resounding “ N o !”
“ The rea l un -A m ericans,”  Rev. 

B u fo rd  continued, '“are those 
people who hide in closets and 
say th e y  are sic'k o r have no 
p rope r o ffice  equipm ent when we i 
t r y  to  ireg is te r to vote. O ur c iv il | 
r ig h ts  have been v io la ted . We 
resent these v io la tio n s . We are 
p ro te s tin g  'and w i l l  con tinue to  
p ro te s t u n t ii we w in  our r ig h ts .”  

The ten, f iv e  and one do lla r 
b ills  flow ed in to  the co llection 
boxes. Rev. S. T . M a rtin , p a s to r1 
o f M t. O live B a p tis t Church, 
joyous ly  held up a check fo r  $50 
he received fro m  t iie  A labam a 
C h ris tia n  M ovem ent fo r  Human 
R igh ts  o f B irm ingham .

A m ong the o u t-o f-to w n  v is i­
to rs  in troduced to the audience 
were t h e  Reverends M a r t in  
L u th e r K in g  (whose appearance 
b rough t s tand ing  cheers and 
shouts o f p ra ise ), Ralph D. 
A be rna th y , and F . L . S huttles- 
w o rth , p re s id en t o f the A labam a 
C h ris tian  M ovem ent fo r  Human'' 
R igh ts.

Kev. K in g  to ld  the chcering 
crow d th a t he “ came to >be in ­
sp ired iby you. You are no t seek­
ing- to p u t the stores ou.t o f bus i­
ness, b u t jus tice  in  ¡business.”  

Rev. A be rna thy , V ice -p res i­
dent o f the M on tgom ery Im ­
provem ent A ssoc ia tion , evoked 
long  ovations and shouts o f 
pra ise when he said “ the 50,000 
Negroes o f M on tgom ery are 
w ith  you in  y o u r s tru g g le .”

Rev. iS huttlesw orth  o f B irm ­
ingham  'b rough t much cheering 
and a long ova tion  when he said: 
“ Those who can’t  see in  1957 
th a t we are go ing to  ge t our 
c iv i l  r ig h ts  are look ing  th rough  
1857 look ing  glasses.”

The m eeting ended w ith  every­
one clasp ing his ne ighbors’ hands 
in  a bond o f fe llow sh ip  and so li­
d a r ity  as we a ll sang w ith  th u n ­
de ring  voices, which reverberated 
th roughou t the en tire  area in  and 
around the W ash ing ton Chapel 
A M H  Church, “ T i l l  We M eet 
A g a in .”

rue MILITANT
V O L U M E  X X I M O N D A Y , J U L Y  15, 1957 N U M B E R  28

. . .  Liberals Knife Rights Bill

V ic tim s  o f the hurricane th a t h it Louis iana coast, June 27, are shown above a fte r  being 
transported by a navy he licopter from  areas is  dated by the storm . A lth o u g h  a Federal d isaster 
insurance program  is on the books, Congress has fa iled  to  appropria te  funds- to  p u t i t  in to  
e ffec t.

Louisiana Flood Victims 
Could Have Been Saved

Police Break Up Detroit Negro Meeting
J U L Y  9 —  N ineteen people, 

in c lud in g  e ig h t <fops, were in ­
ju re d  J u ly  7 when the cops a t ­
tem pted  to  break up a s tree t 
m ee ting  in  the N egro d is tr ic t  in  
^Detroit, M ich igan. A n  estim ated 
200 to  300 people were lis te n ­
in g  to  E li ja h  W a lke r speak on 
ra c ia l issues when the  cops a t­
tem pted to break the  m eeting 
up on the  excuse th a t no p e rm it

had been obtained fo r  the g a th ­
e ring . Police Sgt. M ax Neuen­
d o r f  claimed he was h i t  by some­
one when he ordered the  crowd 
to  disperse. A n  o f f id a l o f the 
D e tro it  N A A C P  accused the  po­
lice o f be ing “ undu ly v io le n t.”  
Despite the fa c t  th a t the police 
made the in it ia l move by at>. 
te m p tin g  to disperse the meet­
ing, o ff ic ia ls  blamed the N e­
groes.

Can We Do It?
♦ ♦ ♦

Coming in the Summer Issue of the

International Socialist Review 

♦ ♦ ♦
The C om m unist P a rty  has proposed tha t an a n ti- 

monopoly coa lition  be b u ilt  in  the U n ited  States.

W h a t does A m erican h is to ry  teach us about such 
pro jects in the past? W h a t are the conclusions sug- 
gested by  M a rx is t theory?

W ill ia m  F . W arde Considers the A m erican ex­
perience w ith  an ti-m onopo ly coa litions in  “ The Rise 
and F a ll o f P rogressiv ism .”  Joseph Hansen, in  “ W h a t 
the Job Takes,”  ou tlines the con tribu tions  o f  M a rx is t 
the o ry  in the lig h t  o f a problem  f i r s t  discovered and 
considered by an E ng lish  soc ia lis t in  1839.

Make sure you don’t  m iss these tw o  im p o rta n t 
a rtic les . Beg in you r subscrip tion w ith  the  Summer 
num ber. O nly $2.50 fo r  e ig h t issues.

International Socialist Review 

116 University Placc New York 3, N. Y.

Calendar 
Of Events

New York
Wednesday, J u ly  17, 8 P.M. 

“ The K re m lin  Purge —  I ts  Real 
S ign ificance .”  (Speaker: H a rry  
R ing, M il i ta n t  s ta f f  w r ite r .  Ade i- 
ph i H a ll, 74 F if th  Ave., near 
1-1 th  St. C o n trib u tion  50 cents. 
A usp .: M il ita n t  Labo r Forum .

Detroit
F rid a y , Ju ly  19, 8 P.M.— “ The 

New Soviet P urge ”  —  3737
W oodw ard —  The F r id a y  N ig h t 
S ocia lis t Forum .

•
Los Angeles 

F rid a y , J u ly  19, 8:15 P.M.
“ W h a t’s Behind the New  K re m ­
lin  S hake-up?”  A rn e  Swabeck, 
speaker. C hanning H a ll. 2936 W. 
8th St. Auspices: Los Angeles 
Local, S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty .

Chicago
Picnic, Sunday, J u ly  21. Dan

Ryan Woods. 87th St. and W est­
ern Ave. (F o llo w  the signs to 
g ro ve ). Fun, food, games,"prizes. 
B r in g  the  fa m ily . Ausp.: M il i 
ta n t Labo r Forum , 777 W est 
Adam s, CE 6-4183.

Cleveland
Ohio Annual 

Militant Readers Picnic

Sunday, Ju ly 21 
S tarting  10 A.M.

A T  H IN C K L E Y  L A K E  PA R K

S w im m ing  —  B oa ting  
Baseball —  Badm inton 

T icn ic  lunch served 
a t 1 P.M.

I.ook fo r  sign saying “ The 
M il i ta n t ”  near pa rk  entrance 
on M edina County Road 140.

Bv Shirlty Clark
J U L Y  9—-The estim ate o f the 

num ber o f dead in the hurricane 
th a t  h i t  the Louisiana coast 
June 27 varies from  500 to  over 
1,000. The bodies are s t i l l  being 
collected. M any m ay never be 
Irecove-rett. K en D ixon o f  the 
Lake Charles A m erican  Press 
po in ted ou t th a t i t  is possible 
th a t tw o -th ird s  o f the  bodies 
were swept in to  the G u lf o f 
Mexico.

The am ount o f devastation 
can be seen in  the fa c t  th a t 
in  the town o f Cameron, on ly  
the steel and concrete cou rt­
house was le f t  in ta c t.' S urround­
ing' low -Jy ing towns were a Is,; 
smashed. One re p o rt said, “ The 
re so rt com m un ity  o f H o lly  Beach 
no longer exists. I t  was com­
p le te ly  w iped o f f  the  m ap.”

U N N E C E S S A R Y  D E A T H S
V al Peterson, the P resident’s 

personal rep resen ta tive  to  the 
scene o f the disaster, announced, 
J u ly  2, th a t no loss o f l i fe  had 
been necessary. A ccord ing  to  
h im  the  people o f Cameron and 
the su rro u n d in g  area fa ile d  to 
heed the w arn ings o f the W eath­
e r B ureau.

On J u ly  6, the U.S. W eather 
Bureau in  a w a rn in g  to  every­
one on the E as t Coast o f the 
U n ited  States said, '"-It <?an hap­
pen here and to you p e rs o n a lly .. . 
People around Cameron, La., 
ju s t  couldn’t  believe, apparently , 
th a t i t  could happen to them. 
A s  a resu lt, hundreds died, 
despite tw elve to  eighteen hours 
advance notice.”
B u t the people o f Louisiana 
have a d iffe re n t s to ry  to  te ll. 
S h e r if f  O. B. C a rte r o f Cameron 
according to  Bob Considine, 
IN S  reporte r, June 30, has

denied C iv il Defense reports  th a t 
the people o f Cameron had been 
given ample w a rn ing  o f the ap­
proach o f the hurricane.

W RONG P R E D IC T IO N
C a rte r said, “ L a s t th in g  I  

heard on the rad io before tu rn ­
in g  in  Wednesday n ig h t was 
th a t she w ou ldn ’t  h i t  u n t il la te  
a fte rnoon the ne x t day. So every­
body said ‘we g o t p le n ty  o f 
tim e.’ W e ll she h it  a t fo u r  the 
nex t m orn ing . We g o t socked.”

The J u ly  9 New Y o rk  Tim es 
published a le tte r  fro m  an ang ry  
woman fro m  Louis iana. “ We 
hadn’t  even found a ll our dead, 
much less Counted them ,”  w ro te  
¡Ruth C h ris t Su llivan, “ when the 
P resident’s rep resen ta tive , Val 
Peterson, dea lt us another blow. 
I f  he had ta lked  to any o f the 
thousands o f us who listened 
c a re fu lly  to the hu rricane news 
he could n o t have to ld  the 
President the g ia n t to il o f 
casualties was because our peo­
ple were too stubborn to leave!

“ A l l  day Wednesday and fa r  
in to  the n ig h t,”  she tes tifie d , 
“ we were cautioned to  rem ain 
calm, even to ge t a good n ig h t ’s 
sleep, because the hu rricane was 
no t to h it  u n t il la te  Thursday 
afte rnoon o r Thursday n igh t. 
Cam eron' residents packed th e ir  
cars, p lann ing  to leave fo r  h igher 
ground ea rly  Thursday m orn ing . 
B u t when they awoke the h u r­
ricane was upon them . . .

“ 1* r id a y  a num b populace 
began to lash out a t the W eather 
Bureau. A nd more suddenly than 
A udrey, releases fro m  W eather 
Bureau h ie ra rchy  began ca llin g  
H u rricane  A ud rey  the  ‘best
tracked hu rricane ’ ever.”

The account g iven by th is  
woman and m any others d iffe rs
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New York Evictions Raise 
Protests from Slum Tenants

By Lillian Kiezel
Socialist W orkers P a rty  Candidate 

fo r  President o f the New Y ork  C ity  Council

L e t’s jo in  together and protect our interests against 
those of the real-estate and B ig  Businessmen and the ir 
representatives on the New York C ity  Council.”  This is
the sen tim ent th a t is  growing-3)-
among m any tenants who live  in  
city-condem ned housing— on land 
th a t is  being sold to p r iva te  in ­
te res ts  f o r  the purpose o f bu ild ­
in g  so-called low -cost housing.

R obert Moses, C hairm an o f 
■the Slum Clearance Com m ittee 
sta ted om Sept. 4, 1956 in  the 
New Y ork  T im es th a t the Sew- 
'ard P ark  H ousing plans would 
e ither invo lve  down-paym ents by 
ten an ts  o f $650 per room or it  
tvou ld invo lve  pay ing  a m onth ly  
'rent o f $33.50 per room.

The -Site Tenants and Busi- 
nessinen’s C om m ittee, whose 
p res ident is Rabbi N. B en-H orim , 
po in ts  ou t in  its  'brochure en­
t it le d  “ W here Can We M ove?”  
th.at 94% o f the fam ilies  on the 
E as t ¡Side earned less than- $4,000 
per yea r accord ing to  the las t 
census. O f these, one-th ird  
earned less than $1,500 a year. 
Thus on ly  about 67« o f the peo­
p le  liv in g  in th is  area could1 a f­
fo rd  th a t type  o f housing.

W here can these people go? 
W here can the y  live ?  They do 
no t w a n t to live  -in slums. B u t 
a t the same t im e  these w o rk in g  
people are ;being fo rced  to f in d

new homes and somehow stre tch  
the fa m ily  income to pay fa n ­
ta s tic  ren ts. Those who cannot 
do th is  are forced to ge t some 
s o rt o f re l ie f  fr.om  the c ity —  
i f  they  are lucky.

The S ite  Tenants and- B us i­
nessmen’s C om m ittee, which is 
located a t 200 E as t B roadw ay 
and has as its  purpose to  ge t 
decent housing fo r  those who are 
now liv in g  in  the slums, has a 
plan.

I t  is  very s im p le : Nobody gets 
evicted and nobody moves out o f 
th e ir  present, homes u n t il there 
'is a new bu ild ing  fo r  them  to 
move in to  at ren ts  they can a f ­
fo rd  to  pay.
' T h is  is one o;f the proposals 
w h ich w i l l  be placed before the 
C ity  P lann ing  Commission a t its  
open hearing  on the c ity  hous­
in g  problem  on J u ly  17.

I t  is  v ita l th a t the  w o rk in g  
people o f th is  c ity  fee re p re ­
sented a t th is  hearing. The C ity  
'Council m ust be to ld : (1 ) That 
ev ic tions m ust stop now ! (2) 
'T ha t the w orkers o f New Y ork  
'City need a(nd deserve decent 
housing.

sub s tan tia lly  fro m  the o ff ic ia l 
s to ry  th a t has been given out. 
W hatever the t ru th  m ay be, 
there  can be no question th a t 
the resp on s ib ility  fo r  evacuating 
people in  dangerous areas be­
longs to the governm ent. People 
who d idn ’t  “ heed”  the  C iv il 
Defense demands in the 1956 
“ O peration A le r t, ”  organized fo r  
an im a g in a ry  disaster, were 
th row n  in to  ja il.

Today there  are local, state 
and federa l agencics on the scene 
o f the Lou is iana catastrophe. 
H e licopters, boats and trucks  are 
at hand —  no t to  evacuate live  
people, bu t to  recover the bodies 
o f the dead as the  w aters o f the 
flood recede.

A nd w h a t about the surv ivo rs  ? 
W h a t o f those who have lo s t a ll 
the y  have and m ust s ta r t  fro m  
scratch ?

Bob Considine to ld  o f a 
“ stocky, sun-bronzed man w ith  
a three-day beard”  who called 
h im  over. “ I  heard you were 
here,”  the man said. “ P u t th is  
in  you r paper. I ’ve go t 50 dead 
people on ice in  m y fis h in g  boat 
r ig h t  over there, some 50 poor 
s t if fs  who deserved som eth ing 
be tte r.

“ We need qu ick help, o r a lo t  
more o f us are go ing to  die. 
P u t som eth ing in  you r paper 
th a t maybe w il l  be read up the 
line  somewhere. P u t in there 
th a t they need $10/000,000 down 
here r ig h t  away, to save a lo t 
o f poor ha rd -w o rk in g  Am ericans.

“ A n d  i f  somebody asks where 
the $10,000,000 is go ing to  come 
fro m , te ll h im  to p u t a r id e r  on 
one o f those b ills  th a t send b i l­
lions o f do lla rs overseas. .

G overnm ent o ff ic ia ls  a ren ’t  
lik e ly  to lis ten  to  th is  unnamed 
man. Such people a re n ’t  even 
quoted in  the  press unless 
d isaster s tr ikes  them. B u t he 
deserves to be heard a thousand 
tim es m ore than the o ff ic ia l 
voices. M u ltip ty  th is  m an’s 
f ig u re  o f $10,000,000 by 3,000 
and you’ l l  have the am ount the 
governm ent spends on “ defense”  
o f its  c itizens every year, 
around $30 b illio n  fo r  w ar 
m a te ria l to  destroy life . The ten 
m illio n  is on ly a drop in  the 
bucket.

Tw o days a f te r  the hurricane 
Franco, the fasc is t d ic ta to r o f 
Spain, received tw ice  as much 
as the man in  Louis iana asked 
—  $20 m illio n . T h a t b ro ug h t the 
to ta l to F ranco fro m  the U.S. 
to $70 m illio n .

A l l  th is  w a r spending keeps 
p ro fits  h igh  and p ro fits  are the 
m a insp ring  o f the c a p ita lis t sys­
tem . There is precious l i t t le  con­
cern fo r  a n y th in g  else as fa r  
as the B ig  Business governm ent 
goes. Isn ’t  i t  tim e  we had a 
governm ent o f w orkers, sim ple 
people, who care fo r  hum an life  
instead o f p ro fits ?

(?) (Continued fro m  page I )
to  be n e x t week. I f  the Morse 
m otion  fa ils , the b ill then faces 
a D ix ie c ra t f ilib u s te r.

Morse tr ie d  to  ju s t i fy  his 
action by p o in tin g  to  technical 
c le rica l e rro rs  th a t appeared in 
the  b ill w h ich he said would 
have been e lim inated i f  i t  had 
gone th rou gh  “ h is to ric  com m it­
tee procedure”  —  nam ely East- 
reference to  the fa c t th a t 
the  com m ittee would cu t 
the  b ill to  ribbons w h i l e  
“ co rre c tin g ”  the  technica lities. 
He covered his se ll-ou t w ith  the 
fo llo w in g  w ords: “ I  y ie ld  to no 
one in  the Senate in  devoted 
dedication to the cause o f g u a r­
anteeing f i r s t  class c itizensh ip  
to a l l ou r citizens. However, I  
am opposed to adopting- an 
end-justifies-the-m eans doctrine 
adopted by those who have p u t 
th is  b i l l on the Senate calendar 
in  v io la tio n  o f h is to r ic  com m it­
tee procedure and ju s tice .”

T h is  same concern fo r  “ ju s ­
tic e ”  in  fa v o r o f the organ izers 
o f ra c is t te rro r, b u t n o t fo r  the 
v ic tim s  o f th a t te rro r , was ex­
h ib ite d  by S enator O’M ahoney 
who in troduced an amendment 
to  the b ill w h ich  would remove 
its  on ly  'to o th .”  The O’Mahoney 
am endm ent w ou ld ' assure the 
r ig h t  o f t r ia l  by ju r y  —  an a ll-  
w h ite  ra c is t ju ry ,  th a t is  —  in 
a ll cases except where vo tin g  
r ig h ts  are invo lved, and in  the 
la t te r  cases where a question o f 
fa c t  is  in  dispute. Needless to 
say, the rac is ts  w i l l  a lw ays be 
able to c ia im  a “ d isputed fa c t.”  

The actions o f M orse and 
O ’Mahoney were believed to  be 
p a r t  o f a deal, evidence o f which 
was reported in  the June 22 New 
Y o rk  T imes, between N o r th ­
w estern lib e ra l Dem ocrats and 
the D ix iecra ts . R eported ly , the 
la tte r  would vote fo r  the He lls 
Canyon dam b ill, favored by the 
libe ra ls , and in  re tu rn  the 
libe ra ls  would help sm other the 
c iv i l r ig h ts  b ill.  A  fu r th e r  in ­
d ica tio n  o f th is  deal is  th a t in  
th e ir  unsuccessful a tte m p t June 
20 to  re fe r the c iv i l r ig h ts  b ill 
to  E as tland ’s com m ittee, the 
D ix iecra ts  were jo ined by Morse 
as w e ll as by libe ra l Dem ocrats 
James E. M u rra y  o f M ontana,

Tennessee Racists 
Get All-White Jury

J U L Y  11 —  The t r ia l  o f 
John Kasper, a W h ite  C it i­
zens Councils organ izer, and 
15 o f his cohorts  began in  
K no xv ille , Tenn., yesterday. 
The defendants are accused 
o f v io la tin g  a fede ra l in ju n c ­
tio n  to  prevent in te rfe rence  
w ith  in te g ra tio n  in  a C lin ton  
h igh  school la s t fa ll .  They 
are represented by a b a tte ry  
o f 16 law yers  who succeeded 
in  e lim in a tin g  fro m  ju ry  ser­
vice a ll Negroes who had been 
called up fo r  du ty . They also 
e lim inated a w h ite  man who 
worked fo r  a company headed 
by a Jew. Kasper’s a tto rney , 
J. B en jam in  S immons asked 
venirem an, W il l  S. Tem ple 
fo r  the  names o f the na tiona l 
o ffice rs  o f the company fo r  
w h ich he w orked. Then he 
asked, “ Is he a Je w ? ”  The 
answer was yes. Defense a t­
torneys addressed N egro  ve­
n irem en by th e ir  f i r s t  names. 
W hites were called “ m is te r.”

o f M ontana.
T h is  is ju s t  the la te s t in  the 

hypocrisy  w h ich  is  ty p ic a l o f 
the ro le  o f the whole group o f 
libe ra ls  in  the Senate reg a rd ­
in g  c iv il r ig h ts  leg is la tion . They 
cam paign and t r y  to  co llect 
votes on the issue, b u t fa i l  to 
make a serious f ig h t  when the 
showdown comes. Even those 
libe ra ls  who have made the 
record suppo rting  the  b ill th is  
la s t week m ust bear respon­
s ib il i ty  fo r  the effectiveness o f 
the D ix ie c ra t stand. A l l  cfl them , 
Senator Douglas and H um phrey  
included, were p a r ty  to  a p lan 
la s t Janua ry  w h ich  e lim inated 
any e ffe c tive  f ig h t  aga ins t 
Senate Rule 22 and le f t  the 
D ix ie c ra t f i l ib u s te r  weapon in ­
tac t.

These are the k ind  o f “ fr ie n d s ”  
th a t the  labo r leaders —  and the 
leadership o f C om m unist P a rty , 
too  —  have been u rg in g  the 
w o rkers  and the N egro people

e, „  - , _ ' i to  support. I t  is in  order to  back
„  h * vv enne •(. Mas-1 these charla tans, th a t they have 
sachusetts, W arren  Magnusen o f ¡ sacri f iccd bu ild in g  a Labor 
W ash ing ton and M ike  M ansfie ld  P a rty .

Try to Yank Teeth From 
New York Anti-Bias Bill
N E W  Y O R K — The f ig h t  to bar 

d isc r im in a tio n  in  p r iv a te  hous­
in g  in  the  c ity  received a new 
Stab in  the back when both Sen­
a to r Jacob Jav its  (R -N .Y .) and 
Charles Abram s, head o f the 
S ta te  Com m ission aga inst D is ­
c rim in a tio n , advocated rem oving 
enforcem ent p rov is ions from  the 
-Sharkey-Brown-Isaacs an ti-b ias  
b ill now before the C ity  Council.

B o th  o f these se lf-p roc la im ed 
cham pions o f equal r ig h ts  de­
clared, J u ly  7, th a t they  opposed 
a p rov is ion  in the b ill to  levy 
a $500 fin e  aga ins t land lords 
g u ilty  o f  p ra c tic in g  d is c r im in a ­
tio n  in  re n ta l o f dw ellings. Both 
po litic ia n s  said they  favo red  in­
stead a process o f “ con c ilia tio n ”  
whereby J im  C row  land lords 
w ou ld  be convinced o f the e rro rs  
o f th e ir  ways.

A b ra m s suggested t h a t  the 
'“ con c ilia tio n ”  process be p a t­
te rned  a f te r  the  one used by 
iSCAD, w h ich  also has no en­
fo rcem en t tee th  and has conse­
q u e n tly  produced a m in im um  of

resu lts  in  e lim in a tin g  d is c r im i­
na tion .

U nde r th is  procedure, a com­
m itte e  would f i l t e r  and in v e s ti­
gate com pla in ts , make a “ c o n fi­
d e n tia l’ ’ e f fo r t  to  concilia te  the 
charge, hold a pub lic  hearing 
w here conc ilia tion  fa ils  and then 
t r y  to  get a s ta te  Supreme C ourt 
enforcem ent order. M eanw hile a 
v ic tim ize d  c itizen could se ttle  
down in  some J im  C ro w  tene­
m en t fo r  a fe w  m ore years w h ile  
the “ con c ilia tio n ” ’ process creeps 
on.

The b ill - itse lf was o r ig in a lly  
scheduled fo r  passage by the 
C ity  Council la s t m onth. B u t 
when the c ity ’s ¡powerful rea l- 
estate in te res ts  p u t the heat on, 
M ayo r W agner, a libe ra l Demo­
cra t, yanked the  ru g  fro m  un­
der i t  'by announcing he was in 
no h u rry  to g e t i t  passed. W ith  
e lections com ing up, the C ity  
C ouncil m ay now  decide tha t 
ra th e r than s im p ly  b u ry in g  the 
b i l l  i t  m ig h t be sm arte r to  take 
ho ld o f the Jav its -A b ram s sug­
gestion and pass one th a t can’t  
be enforced.

New York
Militant Labor Forum
“The Kremlin Purge —  

Its Real Significance”
Speaker:

HARRY RING
M il ita n t  S ta f f  W r ite r

Wed., July 17 —  8 P.M.
Adelphi Hall

74 F if th  Ave. (near 14th S t.) 
C o n trib u tion  50 cents

Burn Cross at Negro 
Home in Los Angeles

By Lois Saunders
LOS A N G E LE S , Ju ly  7— K la n - 

lik e  te r ro r  and harassm ent, in ­
c lud ing  the  bu rn ing  o f a seven- 
■foot crops and a th rea t o f death, 
have “ welcom'ed”  tw in  sisters, 
both school teachers, who re ­
c e n tly  purchased a la rge  h illto p  
home in  V iew  Park, an exclusive 
section o f Los Angeles County.

They m oved in about two 
weeks ago ar.d since then, ac­
cord ing  to  one o f  the sisters, 
■Mrs. E vange line  Woods John­
son, th e y ’ve been “ s it t in g  on a 
keg o f dynam ite .”

The openly hostile  acts have 
continued- w ith o u t le t-up. A 
'b rick  was hu rled  th rou gh  th e ir  
f r o n t  w indow , a lig h te d  f la re - 
po t tossed onto the law n and a 
p ile  o f rubbish th ro w n  in  f r o n t  
o f the house, in ad d ition  to  the 
'bu rn ing  o f  the cross, the death 
th re a t, and the unending series 
o f shouted insu lts  and obscenity.

The s h e r if f ’s o ffice rs  have re­
sponded rapidly to all reports of 
incidente, but they have failed

to  tra p  any o f the hoodlums. 
A s  is  custom ary in  such cases, 
they tend to  dism iss the harass­
m en t lig h t ly  as the “ p ranks”  of 
“ teenagers.”

M rs. Johnson and he r s is ter, 
M rs. E lly  Woods Redmond, have 
te e n  aided by  fr ie n d s  who have 
rem ained w ith  them each n igh t, 
keeping guard . L a s t week, the 
C ounty Conference on Com m uni­
ty  Relations, w h ich  is composed 
o f a numiber o f lib e ra l and m i­
n o r ity  o rgan iza tions, also o ffe re d  
to  p ro v id e  guards on an around- 
the-clock tiasis.

The sisters, m eanw hile, show 
no s ig »  o f y ie ld in g  in the face 
o f the  vanda lism  and te rro r . 
IMrs. Johnson, fo llo w in g  the 
b u rn in g  o f the cross, to ld  the 
s h e r if fs : “ They -m ight as w e ll 
ge t m ore k in d lin g  and m ore 
rags. W e’re  no t ru n n in g .”

B efore they moved to  the 
O lym piad home, the  s is ters re ­
ceived a w a rn in g  telephone call, 
hdv is ing  them th a t i f  they d id  
move i t  would be th e ir  “ la s t 
move.”


