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Standing Up for Freedom

P a r t  of the  estim ated  27,000 persons who dem onstra ted  a g a in s t  J im  Crow by,- a t tend ing  
the  “P ra j te r  P ilg r im age  For F reedom ” in W ashing ton , D. C., May 17. People above stood on 
the  aspha lt road cu rv ing  around th e  L inco ln 'M em or ia l  th roughou t th e  316-hour meeting . The 
size of the  crowd was d ifficu lt to  e s t im a te  s in ce  i t  could not be seen a s  a whole f rp m  any 
point.

March On Washington 
Showed Determination 
To Win Equal Rights

American Forum Target 
Of Witch-Hunting Attack

By Harry Ring
The newly organized American Forum — For So­

cialist Education, dedicated to promoting a free exchange 
of all socialist viewpoints, has become the target Q,f a 
witch-hunt a t ta c k  by the  S e n a teS>
In te rn a l  Security  Subcom m ittee  
headed by rac is t  S ena to r  E a s t ­
land (D-Miss.) New York new s­
p ap e rs  have joined the  sm ear 
a g a in s t  the  o rganiza tion  which is 
headed by the  well known pacifist,
A. J .  Muste. (See editorial, p age  
th ree i)

F ive  people have been sub­
poenaed by the Senate  com mittee 
which is  seeking “ in fo rm ation” 
a b ou t the  A m erican  ¡Forum as  i t  
re la te s  to  “ cu r re n t  m e th o d s . of 
C om m unist in f i l t ra t io n ,” accord ­
ing  to  a  re p o r t  in the  May 19 
N. Y. H era ld  Tribune. The five 
a re :  A lbe rt  B lum berg  o f  the
C om m unist P a r ty ,  C lifford T.
McAvoy, cha irm an  of the  Com­
m ittee  fo r  Socialist U nity , Mil­
ton  Zaslow of the sam e o rgan iza ­
tion, B e r t  Cochran, editor bf the  
m agaz ine  A m erican  Socialist, 
and  the  econom ist V ictor Perlo.
All excep t Perlo  a re  m em bers of 
th e  na t iona l com m ittee  of the 
A m erican  forum .

One of the  five, A lbe rt  B lum­
berg , has  a lready  appeared  be­
fo re  the  Senate  com mittee , ac ­
co rd ing  to  the  May 22 Daily 
W orker .  B lum berg  stood on his 
r ig h ts  under the  F i r s t  and F if th

A m cndm ents  in re fu s in g  to 
te s ti fy  ab ou t the  A m erican  F o rum  
a n d  told the  com m ittee  t h a t  its  
questions “could no t conceivably 
serve  any  valid legislative p u r ­
pose.” H e w as also quizzed, ac ­
cording to  the  Daily  W o rk e r  
repor t ,  reg a rd in g  the  Socialist 
U n ity  Forum , which is sponsored 
by the  Com m ittee fo r  Socialist 
U nity .

The a t te m p t  to  depict the 
A m erican  Foriim  a s  a  “Com­
m un is t  f r o n t” is  part icu la r ly  
crude in t h a t  i t s  40-member n a ­
t ional com m ittee  rep resen ts  a 
broad spectrum  of socialist view­
points. M any m em bers  o f  the  
com m ittee  have  a long public 
record of political opposition to 
the  p ro g ram  of th e  Com m unist 
P a r ty .

This well-established fa c t  has, 
of course, no t served to inhibit the  
sm ea r  cam paign  of the  cap i ta l is t  
press. T he  May 15 N . Y. Daily 
News, fo r  exam ple , ca rr ied  an 
editoria l entitled, “Look in to  th is  
Mob.” I t  r e f e r s  to  A . - J .  M uste  
as  one “who somehow, is  a lm ost 
a lw ays  to  be seen associa ting  
w ith  C om m unists.”

T he edito ria l s ta te s  t h a t  the

purpose  of A m erican  Fo rum  “ is 
believed to  be  to furnis'h a 
respectab le  f ro n t  organiza tion  for 
the  U.S. C om m unist P a r ty .” I t  
goes on to s u g g e s t  t h a t  “ the 
Senate  In te rn a l  Security  Sub­
com m ittee  look into th is  mob 
w ithou t delay'; also th a t  the  A t ­
to rn ey  G eneral m ake inquiries as 
to  w h e th e r  he o ug h tn ’t  to  add it  

(Continued on page  4)

Excellent Union Turnout 
From District 65 in N.Y.

By Henry Gitano 
“Stand back and let ’em through,” is what the 

gateman shouted as New. York’s union train-contingent 
arrived to be “counted! in” at the nationwide mass demon­
stration against Jim Grow in Washington. It was a 
monumental event, this vanguard army that expanded 
M ontgom ery’s and T a llah asse ’s J  
m ass  action  p a t te rn  to  the  na-
tional scene.

T his  v a s t  delegation  did no t 
come to  lobby, nor did they  come 
m erely  to  h e a r  speeches or 
to  p ray . T hey  cam e as  one 
w orke r  f ro m  D is tr ic t  65 said: 
“B ecause I feel th is  is the 
g r e a te s t  th in g  th a t  ever h a p ­
pened in A m erica. T h is  b rings 
us closer toge the r .  In un ity  
the re  is s t ren g th ,  and we a re  
m a rch ing  to g e th e r ;  • alone you 
c a n ’t  do any th ing , to g e th e r  we 
Can w in.”

H ow  much more pow erful th is  
dem onstra tion  could . have  been, 
h ad  th e  officialdom of the  
pow erful A m erican  labor move­
m e n t  done more than  pay  mere 
lip service to  it, is  dram atized  
by w h a t  D is tr ic t  65 achieved. 
In  co n tra s t  to  the  labor “ s ta te s ­
m en” who a re  a f ra id  and in-

The Union Train

“ P ilg r im s” a r r iv in g  in W ashington, I). C. aboard  the  t ra in  
charte red  by various unions in the  New York City a re a  to 
c arry  m em bers  to  the  P ra y e r  . P ilg rim age, May 17. T he  la rg e s t  
union contingent cam e from D istric t 65 of th e  R etail W holesale 
and D epartm en t S to re  Union which had eleven cars  on the  
tra in .

Gov t Hearing Sets Stage 

To Strip UE of Its Rights
By Myra Tanner Weiss

MAY 21 — One of the many government witch-hunt 
agencies, the Subversive Activities Control Board, last 
week listened to the stool-pigeon story of FBI agent
I saac  A lexand er  W righ t,  7 5 - ^
year-old  m a n ag e r  of ¡a semi- 
professional Baseball te am  in  
V irgin ia . He tes ti f ied  t h a t  he 
served the FB I as  an undercover 
a g e n t  in the  C om m unist P a r ty  
f ro m  1942 to  1955, and  th a t  
he  knew to his “ own knowl­
edge” th a t  some officials of th e  
U nited  E lec trica l,  Radio and  
Machine W o rk e rs ’ in th e  P i t t s ­
b u rg h  a re a  had  a t  one t im e  or 
an o th e r  been m em bers of the  
CP. '

This  w orld -shak ing  s t  opr y, 
t r u e  or not, absorbed the  a t te n ­
tion of the  d ignified  govern ­
m e n t  board, now considering  a 
recom m endation  by H e rb e r t  
B row ne Id, J r .  to  have the  
union declared “ Comm unist-in- 
f i l t ra te d .” I f  A tto rney  General 
Brownell ge ts  his wish, the  
union would then  be deprived of 
recourse  to  the  N a tiona l Labor 
R ela tions Board and  im m edia te ­
ly sub jec t to  union - busting  
moves by the  com panies th a t  
hold con trac ts  w ith  the  union.

W ith  snoopers in  h igh  office 
deciding w h a t  unions a re  “ cor­
r u p t ” and  w h a t  unions a re

“ subversive,” i t  w on’t  be long 
before  someone g e ts  the  b r ig h t  
idea to  p roh ib it  union elections 
and p e rm it  only those offic ials  
to  s tan d  who a re  screened, 
scrubbed down and appointed by 
C ongress  o r  by the  D ep a r tm en t  
of Justice .

W hen th a t  is done, govern ­
m e n t  in te rven tion  in to  union 
a f f a i r s  will have reached  its  
logical conclusion. Unions w on’t  
be unions anym ore . T h ey ’ll be 
s t ra i t - ja c k e t in g  devices to  keep 
the  w orke rs  docile.

Of course i t  w on’t  happen  all 
a t  once. The governm en t has  to  
move g inge rly  a g a in s t  the 
pow erful .A m e r ic a n  labor move­
m e n t  —  one s tep  a t - a  time. B ut 
th e re  -can be no question  abou t 
the  g ene ra l  d irection  of the  
process.

In  the  m eantim e, the  top labor 
officialdom gives aid and com­
fo r t  to  th e  governm ent w itch- 
h un tin g  and to  Congressional 
labor “investiga tions.” T h i s  
policy will have  to  be repudia ted  
i f  th e  labor m ovem ent is  to 
p reserve  i t s  independence.

Rarick Takes 
Stand Against 
Senate Probe

Y O U NG STO W N  —  Declaring 
th a t  he has  changed his mind as 
a  re su lt  of ¡numerous discussions 
w ith  rank-and-file  steel workers, 
Donald C. Rarick took a s trong  
s tand ,  M ay 14, in opposition to 
the  McClellan C om m ittee’s anti- 
unioon probe. ,Rarick, who piled 
up one-th ird  of the  ¡yote by o ff i ­
cial co un t when h e  opposed David 
J .  McDonald in the recen t steel 
union election .for president, had 
previously suppor ted  the  Senate 
com m ittee  a s  a means of elim i­
na t ing  union corruption .

In  a  s ta te m e n t  to the  Y oungs­
tow n  V indicator, R arick  declared 
“We don’t  w a n t  to h u r t  the 
union. W e defin ite ly  p re fe r  th a t  
the  ran k  and  file in s ti tu te  r e ­
fo rm s  w ithou t prodding from  the 
R ack e t com m ittee .” R arick  is ­
sued his s ta tem en t  a f t e r  m eeting  
w ith rep resen ta t iv es  of the new­
ly -fo rm ed  “ Com m ittee fo r  Dues 
P ro te s t  and  H onest E lec t ions” 
rep resen ting  14 Steel W orkers  lo­
cals in the  Youngstown area .

M eanwhile the  McDonald m a ­
chine has taken  a s tan d  in sup ­
p o r t  of the  M cClellan com m it­
t e e ’s a s s a u l t  on the C onsti tu tion ­
al r igh ts  g u a ran teed  under the 
'F ifth  A m endm ent.

A ccording to the  May 18 issue 
of the  Vindicator, McDonald is 
rep o r ted  to . have piously de­
c la red : "I  ¡believe in the Seventh 
C om m andm ent more th a n  I do 
in the  F if th  A m endm ent.” Ac­
cording to the  Catholic enum era ­
tion of the  com m andm ents, the 
one he re fe rs  to  is “Thou shall 
n o t  s tea l.”

Aside from thè  aid and com­
fo r t  .McDonald's s tan d  gives to 
the  union-busting  aim s of the 
Sena te  com m ittee , h is  injunction 
a g a in s t  th e f t  will no t s i t  very 
well with la rg e  num bers  of rank- 
and-f ile  stee l unionis ts  who 
charge  th a t  h is machine was 
gu il ty  of ballot box ir re g u la r i ­
t ies  th a t  deprived R arick  of votes 
and  aided in M cD onald’s election.

In  ta k in g  his tu rn  tow ard  the 
union m em bersh ip  as the only 
p rope r  vehicle fo r  se t t l ing  union 
problems, R ar ick  said he had 
'been approached  by Senate  com­
m it te e  inves tiga to rs  for in fo rm a ­
tion 'but tha.t he h a s  n o t  given 
th e m  any.

ton  ag a in  tom orrow  if  w e’re 
called to go. W e a re  on the 
move. I t  w as no t as  big as 
possible, b u t  th is  is only the 
beginning. W henever we of D is­
t r ic t  65 do any th ing , w e’ve 
alw ays g o t  a lo t  of sp ir i t .”

F rom  t h e  s ta r t ,  D istr ic t 
65 th rew  i ts  full w e igh t behind 
the  P ilg rim age . W orkers  w ere 
u rged  to g e t  to g e th e r  in in ­
d ividual shops and plan to m arch 
as  a unit.  The union guaran teed  
th a t  no disciplinary action would 
be taken  fo r  ab sen tee ism  on 
M ay 17. A union spokesm an 
a t t r ib u ted  the  solid tu rn o u t  to 
the  “ union’s t r ad it ion  of f ig h t ­
ing discrim ination  on every' 
level. W e spearheaded  the 
trem endous ra l ly  in New Y ork’s 
g a rm e n t  c en te r  to p ro te s t  the 
Till m urder.  I t ’s ou r  trad it ion  
th a t  b rough t the  response on 
M ay 17th.”

A s th e  W ash ing ton  ga tem an  
said when D istric t 65 a rr ived : 
“ S tand back and  le t ’em 
th rough .”

Many Youth ‘Pilgrims’ 
In Baltimore Contingent

By Fred Halstead
To obtain ano the r  view of the 

May 17 P ray e r  P ilg rim age , I ac ­
companied the bus ca ravan  from 
Baltim ore, a  b o rd e r -s ta te  city 
w ith  a  la rge N eg ro  population, 
only an h ou r’s ride from W ash ­
ington, D.C.

T h e  B alt im ore section of the 
P ilg r im age  w as organized almost 
e n t ire ly  th rough  the various 
churches in the  N egro  communi­
ty . By e ig h t  o’clock in the  m orn ­
ing  of M ay 17, a sm all crowd had 
‘ga th e red  in f ro n t  of the  Gillis 
Memorial Comm unity Church 
aw a it ing  th e  ¡buses from the  o th ­
e r  churches which were to con­
v e rge  and  leave from this point. 
T he  people w ere  dressed in the ir  
'Sunday clothes, qu ie t and sm iling 
in a f r iend ly  ho liday  mood.

'I in troduced m yself  to, a tall 
m an dressed in a  b lack s u i t  and 
s t ra w  ha t ,  the p a s to r  of a riear- 
by  B ap tis t  church. He told me 
some th ings  a'bout Baltimore, 
about the J im  Crow re s ta u ra n ts

and  hospitals , the  seg reg a ted  
housing. He said the re  had  been 
some changes in the  p a s t  10 
year's, bu t t h a t  they had  to be 
fo u g h t  for. '‘W e’ve organized 
some p icket lines,” he said.

I  mentioned- the im portance  of 
(having a la rge  p ilg r im age  from 
Baltim ore, since i t  is so close to 
'W ashington and  re latively  litt le  
sacrif ice  w as involved in making, 
the tr ip . He ag reed , then nodded 
t o . a young m an  nearby . “ His 
fo rem an  gave him fhe day off to  
m ake the  t r ip ,” said the  Rev- 
¡erend, “bu t they ’re not all like 
th a t .  A person has to  live the 
r e s t  of the  year. If  you can’t  get 
o ff  work on reasonable  te rm s ,” 
he continued, “ you have to s ta y  
on the  job even if you w ant to 
go.” “ I f  everybody took off ,” 
someone said, " i t  would be a  d if ­
fe r e n t  s to ry .” “This is only the 
beg inn ing ,” said the m inis ter, “ a 
his to ric  event and a beginning.” 

(Continued on page  4)

Montgomery Sent Spirited Caravan
By Ronald Jones

MONTGOMERY, Ala. May 16 
—  The d ep a r tu re  of the M ont­
gom ery  section of the P ra y e r  
P i lg r im ag e  to  W ash ing ton  w as 
m a rk ed  by high sp ir i ts  and  g re a t  
enthusiasm .

A t  5:00 A.M. when I a rrived 
in f ro n t  of F i r s t  B ap tis t  Church, 
pas to red  ¡by Rev. Ralph D. 
A berna thy , a crowd of more than 
HQ0 had  a lready  ga thered . A  mo­
tion p ic tu re  cam eram an  and  a 
re p o r te r  w ere a lready  on the 
scene. As I mingled in the crowd 
I heard  som eone call out to a 
lady, who had ju s t  arr ived , 
“ W here’re  you g o in g ? ”

“J u s t  following 'th e  crowd,” 
w as  h e r  reply.

A gain  could ¡be hea rd : “I ’m not 
go ing  in body, bu t I ’ll 'be the re  
in sp ir i t .”

“I can ’t  go, .but I ’m down here 
to  sec  you off .”

“ Oh, it  h u r t s  m y h e a r t  so not 
to ¡be able to go.”

By 5:30 A.M. (the scheduled 
t im e  of a p ra y e r  service) the 
g r e a t  th rong , (predom inantly  
w om en), which had  swelled to 
th ree  or fo u r 'h u n d re d ,  com plete ­
ly covered the s teps of the 
church, the f ro n t  ex tend ing  quite 
a  dis tance to the  le f t  and to the 
r ig h t,  and w as  beginning to  spill 
in to  the  s t re e ts  and  to fill the  
p a rk  a re a  directly  across the

s t re e t .  On and  on they  cam e— 
from  all d irections by car, taxi, 
s ta t ion  wagon, bus , and on foot. 
T hey .cam e w ith  suitcases  of 
v a ry in g  sizes, boxes and bags. In 
th e  m eantim e, more cam eram en 
and rep o r te rs  arrived . Some of 
the  leading f igu res  of the M ont­
gom ery  Im provem en t Association 
also arrived. N otes and  p ic tures 
w ere  continuously being taken.

A young ladjr, a  rea l ac tiv is t 
in the M ontgom ery Im provem ent 
Association  and  in her church, 
called to the motion p ic ture  
cam eram an  when he w as  shoot­
ing  in he r  a rea :  “Come and take  
p ic tu re s  of my club m em bers.” 
iShe quickly g o t  h e r  m embers to ­
gether .  The cam eram an  sm iling ­
ly  obliged.

This young la d y  had been dis­
cuss ing  w ith  som e fr iends  in the 
crowd the b ig  response the A s ­
sociation g o t  the  day before de­
p a r tu r e  • and its  reg re ts  in no t 
(being able to m ee t all th e  de­
mands of the M ontgom ery people 
des ir ing  to go. to  W ashington. 
All the  sea ts  in the fo u r  ch a r ­
te re d  buses and the  s ta tion  w a ­
gons w ere completely filled. Con­
tinu ing  she said: “ We tried, bu t 
we w ere  no t able to ch a r te r  an­
o the r  ¡bus.” ,

P a r t ly  responsible fo r  the 
g r e a t  rush  a t  the la s t  hour was 
the  cu t in price of the round-trip

ticke t to W ashington. In itia lly  
i t  had been abou t $24.00, b u t  by 
•Saturday, May 11, i t  had been 
c u t  to $12.0(1—w ith  individuals 
and  organ iza tions  m aking  up the 
d ifference, so t h a t  “more of our 
people will be able to go.”

A s the  hour passed 5:30 A.M. 
the  sp ir i t  of the  crowd could 
clearly  be felt, fo r  i t  had reached 
a crescendo. The c h a t te r  w as 
excited and w as engaged  in with 
gusto .

I heard  a middle-aged lady 
Bay: “ I ’ve been excited all day 
and all n igh t .”

A n o th e r  w as  h ea rd  asking:. 
“ When a re  they  going to g e t  the 
■prayer m eeting , s ta r ted  ? ”

A round a  q u a r te r  of six the 
church’ doors opened and  the 
crowd poured in. Very soon the 
church  was prac tica lly  full and 
the p ray e r  m eeting  began, though 
qu ite  a num ber of those ga th e red  
rem ained outside and continued 
to  discuss the p rospects  of the 
P ilg r im age  excitedly. However, 
th e re  w as a unity  of feeling  bo th  
inside and  outside, a  un ity  of 
w h a t  the P ilg r im age  w as to mean 
to each of them personally . This 
un i ty  w as underscored ¡by the 
spontaneous shou ts  of “yes, y e s” 
and  “amen, am en” when each of 
th e  p ra y e r  leaders would say, 
“ We a r e  m arch ing  to freedom ,” 
“ We shall keep on m arch ing  un

til v ic to ry  is won,” “The jo u r ­
ney  has been hard , Lord, ¡but we 
a re  going on ju s t  the sam e,” "We 
•want the whole world to know 
t h a t  we w a n t  w hat is r igh tfu lly  
ours ,” or when one said, “ We 
have  a long w ays to  go— yes, 
iLord, all the  w ay to W ashing- 
top .”

T h e  high point of the  meeting’ 
cam e when Rev. A berna thy  said, 
“ We shall go to W ashing ton  not 
as slaves, no t cowed. We shall 
go to  W ash ing ton  to le t the 
w h o le ’w orld  know th a t  we w an t 
our freedom  and we w a n t  it 
now.” These rem arks  w ere 
g ree ted  w ith g r e a t  approval. 
They s t ru c k  the  chord th a t  united 
th e  en tire  N egro  com m unity  in 
i t s  h is toric , year- long  bus p ro ­
te s t .

-By 7 :30 A.M. all the buses 
w ere  loaded and were depa rt ing  
from  Rev. A b erna thy 's  church. 
A lready  all the  s ta tion  wagons 
w ere  gone as  well as m any of 
th e  p r iv a te  cars. Som e people 
had  le ft by tra in ,  o the rs  by 
plane. As we waved goodbye to 
the  hundreds of well-wishers 
s t a n d in g  along the curbs we could 
h e a r  r ing ing  in our e a rs  and in 
our h e a r t s :  “We .are  going to 

W ash ing ton  to  le t  the  whole 

w orld  know th a t  we w an t  our 

freedom  an d  we w an t  i t  now.” .

Rally Hailed 
Each Note 
Of Militancy

By John Thayer
By' special t r a in s  and  buses, 

c h a r te red  p lanes, motorcades 
and  every  m eans of individual 
t r av e l  thousands  of N eg ro  f re e ­
dom f ig h te r s  f ro m  every corner 
o f  the  country  m arched on W ash ­
ing ton  fo r  th e  May 17 p ray e r  
p i lg r im ag e .’ T he g r e a t  th ro n g  of 
s o m e  27,000 g a the red  a t  
noon before th e  Lincoln Memorial 
for th re e  hours  of p ra y e r  and 
pro tes t a g a in s t  J im  Crow. T he 
s ize  o f  th e  m eeting  an d  the  
g re a t  d is tances  traveled  by the  
audience m ade i t  th e  m ost im ­
pressive  dem onstra tion  fo r  civil 
r ig h ts  to  date .

In te g ra te d  in  the  audience and 
in th e i r  mode of t r a n sp o r ta t io n  
w ere  some tw o o r  th ree  thou ­
sand w hite  su p p o r te rs  o f  the  
f i g h t  a g a in s t  race  d iscrim ina ­
tion. M any o f  these  w ere  from  
union delegations, a n t r - r a c i s t  
o rgan iza tions  an d  th e  various 
com ponents of the  socialist 
m ovem ent. T he license p la tes  
and  s igns on the  endless rows 
of pa rk ed  ears  and buses which 
occupied every  inch o f  curb 
space fo r  ab ou t th ree  miles 
aro u n d  the  Lincoln M em orial 
te s t i f ied  to  the  t r u ly  na t ional 
c h a rac te r  of the  tu rn o u t .  Peo ­
ple from  a t  le a s t  36 s ta te s  had 
rrfade th e  jou rney  and iti is 
probable  t h a t  the  o th e r  tw elve  
s ta te s  w ere rep resen ted  to  one 
e x te n t  or another.

N. Y. S E N D S  11,000

T he b igges t  tu rn o u t  w as from  
N ew  Y ork C ity  which s e n t  
some 11,000. Over 1,500' of these  
arr ived  on two special t r a in s  — 
charte red  by  D is tr ic t  65 of the  
A FL -CIO  W holesale R etail D e­
p a r tm e n t  S to re  Union, th e  
B rotherhood of S leep ing  C ar  
P o r te r s  arid N egro  churches. 
T he re  w ere  also more th a n  40 
cha rte red  bu les ,  a  la rg e  m o to r ­
cade and thousands trav e l in g  011 
th e ir  own by car.

T he h ighw ays be tw een  New 
York CitjH and  W ashington ,
D. C. p resen ted  a t ru ly  in sp ir .  
ing s ig h t.  T hey w ere filled w ith  
c a r s  and buses b ea ring  p ra y e r  
p i lg r im age  s igns and stickers . 
As the  ro u te  p assed  th ro u g h  
the  cities of New Je rsey  and 
p a s t  Ph iladelph ia  the  flood of 
W ashington-bound cu rs  swelled 
in  num ber. T he  exh ila ra t ing
e ffec t  and  th e  fee ling  o f
com radesh ip  in  a common en ­
deavor increased  as  the  p ilg rim s 
encountered  and g ree ted  th ro n g s  
of fe llow -m archers  in  roadside 
re s ta u ra n ts .

The t r u ly  ou ts tan d in g  labor  
pa r t ic ipa tion  in  th e  g r e a t  p ro te s t  
dem onstra tion  w as  t h a t  of D is­
t r ic t  65 U W R D SE . I t  s e n t  1,- 
280 delegates  —  th e  bulk in n ine 

(Continued on page 4)

Sell 1,500 Copies 
Of Militant at Rally

Fif tee ii  hundred  copies of 
the  May 13 issue of th e  Mili­
ta n t  w ere sold a t  th e  P ra y e r  
P ilg r im age . T h is  w as a special 
issue conta in ing  g ree t ings  to 
the  m ass p ro te s t  ra l ly  and a  
num ber of o th e r  a r t ic les  dea l­
ing w ith the  civil r ig h ts  s t r u g ­
gle. M ilitant sa lesm en and 
women .rep o r t  t h a t  they sold 
out quickly and had to  go back 
often  to  reload. Those who 
had not y e t  bough t a  p ap e r  
would tell them , “ Be su re  to  
come back.” Many people 
bought two o r  th ree  copies. 
One woman bough t seven.

fo r  a  h igh purpose. A Spanish  
speak ing  m em ber of 65 said : “ I 
believe in brotherhood a g a in s t  
discrim ination . W e a re  dem on­
s t r a t in g  th a t  we a re  united and 
ready  to  f ig h t  fo r  one ano ther.  
I  had  to  f i g h t  fo r  the  govern ­
m en t in  W orld W a r  I I , .  th is  
t im e  w e’re  f ig h t in g  f o r  o u r ­
selves.” John  M eegan of Local 
2, D istr ic t 65, said: “ The his­
to ry  o f  our union is one long 
f ig h t  a g a in s t  seg rega tion  and 
fo r  equa lity .” A no ther  65er said: 
“ W e’ll f lu sh  th is  adm in is tra tion  
out of the ir  fox-holes and make 
them  conscious of w h a t’s  going 
on. We w an t  a living and p rac ­
tical democracy, no t a  pious 
election-day-speech democracy.” 

On the re tu rn  t r ip ,  the re  w as 
the  sam e sense of com radeship, 
ther-e w as  sing ing  and the re  
w as  th e  fee ling  expressed  by  a  
65er th a t :  “The h andw rit ing  is 
on the wall. I ’ll go to W ashing-capable of mobilizing- m ass  

action, New Y ork ’s D is tr ic t  65, 
Retail,  W holesale and D e p a r t ­
m en t S tore  Union filled up 
eleven com plete coaches on the 
Freedom  T rain , besides th ree  
buses and 35 cars . Twelve 
hundred D istric t 65 unionists 
sacrificed a d ay ’s w ages in ad ­
dition to  pay ing  the ir  own fa re  
in su p p o r t  of th e  f ig h t  ag a in s t  
d iscrim ination  everyw here.

On the  65 Union T ra in  the re  
w as a  joyous mood. S inging, from  
sp ir i tua ls  to  calypso to Mexican 
love songs, filled the  coaches. I 
asked a  D is tr ic t  65 m em ber 
abou t th e  sp irited  a tm osphere :  
“E veryone is happy  doing w h a t  
th e y  a re  doing. T h e y  a re  doing 
i t  w ith  th e i r  heart .  This should 
h av e  been done a long tim e ago. 
I t ’s  the  sam e f ig h t  all over 
the  U SA. On this t r a in  I notice 
several na tionalities. This shows 
th a t  some people a r e  a lready  
pu ll ing  toge ther .  W e should 
have m ore o f  th is .”

These men and women from 
the  shops expressed so lidarity
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Gomulka Slaps at Right 
Wing at CP Conference

By George Lavan
M ay 21—The recent session of 

th e  C en tra l  Com m ittee  of the. 
t 'o l ish  Contm unist P a r ty  —  the 
f i r s t  to  ta k e  place since the Oc­
to b e r  session which saw Gomul- 
k a ’s rise  to  power and the  de­
fiance  o f  th e  K rem lin— w as no te ­
w orthy  i fo r  G om ulka’s wild 
sw ings from r ig h t to  left in ty p ­
ical cen tr is t  fashion.

Since he becam e F i r s t  S ec re ­
t a r y  of the  Polish U nited  W ork ­
ers (C om m unis t) P a r ty ,  Gomulka 
has  s tead ily  a ligned h im self w ith

Polish Left-Winger 
On Stalinism

“ W hen I r e f e r  to  a TStalin- 
is t ]  system , I am as f a r  a s  I 
can  be from iden tify ing  i t  
w ith  the  Soviet, s t ru c tu re  of 
society. Quite the  con tra ry , I  
see  th is  system  as  th e  an t i ­
thesis  of Soviet society, 
a l though  i t  lived w ith th e  
la t t e r  and  fed on i t  p a ra -  
siticaliy. A m an  who is a f ­
fected by cancer cons t i tu te s  a 
un ity  with' th e  la t te r .  B u t  th is  
un ity  develops in th i s  m anner, 
t h a t  e i ther  th e  m an  overcomes 
the  d isease and recovers, o r  
th e  cancer consumes him. . .  . 
Lenin observed the  . . . d a n g e r  
th re a te n in g  th e  development 
o f  socialism in  R ussia  —  in 
th e  low level of cu l tu re  of th e  
m asses, th e  p ea san t  c h a rac te r  
o f  th e  country , giving rise  to a 
p a ras it ic  g row th  o f  b u reau ­
cracy. . . . [S ta lin ism ] a te  in to  
th e  live body o f  th e  Soviet 
system , th e  m ost p rogressive 
sys tem  in th e  anha ls  of h is ­
to ry , and began  to  a ff l ic t  it  
like a cancer.” F rom  an artic le  
by Mieczyslaw Bibrbwski in 
Feb. 10 Now a  K ulti ira .

the  v e ry  forces which opposed 
P o lan d ’s O ctober asser tion  of in ­
dependence. The in tellectuals and 
s tu d e n t  leaders, who had  risked 
th e i r  lives to b r ing  him to power 
an d  who w ere  responsible fo r  
build ing  u<p his popula rity ,  have 
s ince been the  m a in  ta rg e ts  of 
his  repression . T hey  have  been 
weeded ou t of the  positions, m a in ­
ly  on new spapers  and magazines, 
w here  they could continue to  in ­
f luence public opinion. A t  the 
sam e  tim e discredited S ta l in is ts  
have  been rehab il i ta ted  and  p u t

back  in key p a r ty  and govern ­
m en t jobs.

Indeed, Gomulka opened the 
p lena ry  session of the  Central 
Com m ittee  on May 1'5 w ith  a 
keynote  speech b i t te r ly  a t tack in g  
the  p a r ty ’s le f t  w ing  and te lling  
i ts  adheren ts  e i ther  to  sh u t  up 
o r  face expulsion. (Since the old 
g u a rd  S ta l in is ts  re ta in  over­
w helm ing  control of the  .bureau­
cra tic  a p p a ra tu s  of the Polish 
OP, Gomulka’s o rder to the  le f t  
(whom he -calls “ rev is ion ists” ) 
w as  in e ffec t  an o rder fo r  them 
to  go out of business politically.

In  the sam e speech Gomulka 
a t ta ck ed  the  w o rk e rs ’ councils 
which have sp rung  up in a lm ost 
all the  fac to ries  'since October. 
I t  w as the m ovem ent of the  fa c ­
to ry  w orkers  which gave the 
m ass base  necessary  fo r  victory 
to the  in tellectuals la s t  October. 
Gomulka h a s  had  to  go slower 
in his  cam paign  a g a in s t  these 
councils th a n  a g a in s t  the lefU 
w ing jou rna lis ts"and  s tudents .  He 
told ' th e  C en tra l C om m ittee th a t  
no more pow er should be yielded 
to  the  w orke rs’ councils; th a t  
dem ands by som e of the  councils 
fo r  collective ownership of the ir  
fac to ries  'was a  s tep  back to ­
w ards  cap i ta l ism ; t h a t  dem ands 
for council rep resen ta t ion  on  the  
cen tra l boards of in dus tr ie s  and 
governm en ts  w as  “a kind of 
anarch ist ic  u top ia” ; th a t  while he 
w asn’t  fo r ta k in g  aw ay the  righ t 
to  s t r ik e ,  w orkers  should nof 
utilize, th is  r igh t,  and th a t  s t r ikes  
beyond ce rta in  lim its would bring 
governm ent in terven tion .

T a k in g  o ff  from  G om ulka’s 
an t i- le f t  w ing, an t i-w orke rs ’ 
councils keynote , the  r igh t-w ing  
ran  aw ay  w ith  the  debate. A f te r  
endors ing  G omulka’s a t tacks  on 
the  left,  they  w en t much fa r th e r .  
'Soon they  w ere b la s ting  aw ay  a t  
G om ulka’s own (policy as “rev i­
sion ist .” F ina lly  they  dem anded a 
v ir tu a l  repud ia tion  of Po land ’s 
O ctober defiance of the Kremlin.

T h is  l a t te r  came in the  form  
o f  a resolution recogniz ing  the 
p rim acy  of the K rem lin  “ in the 
s t ru g g le  fo r  socialism ” and its 
role as  m en to r  f o r  all o the r Com­
m u n is t  P a rt ie s ,  and contain ing an 
o u tr ig h t  condem nation of the 
H ungai 'ian  revolution as “ coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry .” The f i r s t  p a r t  
would nu llify  the  ideological fo r ­
m ula  fo r  P o land ’s limited inde­
pendence, nam ely  the “equa li ty” 
of the , various  C om m unist P a r t ie s  
and th e ir  "sep a ra te  ro ad s” to so­
cialism. As to  H ungary ,  though

Mao Alibis for the Kremlin

Chinese CP Leader in Warsaw

Chinese P rem ie r  Chou En-lai ( le f t )  is pho tographed  w ith  
Gomulka during  his visit to  W arsaw  la s t  January). C.hou was 
then tou r ing  E a s t  E u ro p e  to  help p rop up th e  Krymilf c a j e 
which had received a body blow from  the  political revolution  
of the H u n g ar ian  w orkers.

CP Circles in Cleveland 
Get Anonymous Letters
E ditor, The M ili tan t

D uring  the  p a s t  two m onths, 
su p p o r te rs  of th e  C om m unist 
P a r t y  in C leveland have  received 
a  ser ies of anonym ous le tte rs  
in  the  mails. T he  w r i te r  of these 
le t te r s  pu rp o r ts  to  .be a  fo rm er 
m em ber of th e  ' Com m unist 
P a r t y  and u rg es  p re se n t  CP 
m em bers  to  leave th a t  o rgan iza ­
tion.

B ecause in some ins tances  the  
a n o nym ous-le tte r  w r i t e r  cites 
th e  M ili tan t, and because some 
o f  th e  people who have received 
th e se  le t te r s  also receive the  
M ili tan t, severa l of them  have 
concluded th a t  the  M ili tan t 
e i ther  is sending  the  le t te rs  or 
m ak ing  i ts  m ailing  list available 
to  the  person  who is.

I  do n o t  know who h a s  been 
sending  the  anonym ous le tte rs ,  
b u t  i t  is c lea r f ro m  th e ir  po l­
itica l con ten t t h a t  i t  could no t 
have  been the  M ili tan t o r  any

one associated w ith  it. N o r  do 
I  know if  these le t te r s  a re  being 
sen t  to people in .other cities as 
well. I  am sending y)ou one of 
the  le t te rs  in question. Do you 
have any  in fo rm ation  abou t the 
m a t te r ?

Jean  Simon

Cleveland, Ohio

E d ito r’s Reply

W e apprec ia te  you r calling 
th is  m a t te r  to our a tten tion . We 
do no t have a r v  knowledge as 
to  th e  source of these  p rovoca ­
tive  le t te rs  billed as “ a m essage  
from  a f r ie n d ” and we do no t 
make our m a iling  l i s ts  avail­
able to  others. F ro m  the  con ten t 
of the  le t te r  you enclose i t  is 
clear, as you po in t out, t h a t  
th e  anonvm ous au th o r  is n o t 
a political su p p o r te r  of th i s  
paner.

F ir s t ,  th e  verv  fa c t  that, th e  
•w r i te r  is anonvm ons indicates 
th a t  he or she  is not associated 
w ith us. W e Send ou t our 
m a te r ia l  f rank ly  and onenlv, 
nreciselv because we w an t peo­
ple  to  know who we a re  as well 
as w ha t we think.

Then the  le t te r  w rite r ,  in a t ­
tack ing  “ Soviet Communism,” 
cer ta in ly  is n o t  voicing J*our 
oninions. W e have consistently  
championed au then tic  Com m u­
nism, and the  verv  basis of our 
opposition to  S ta lin ism  h a s  a l ­
w ays  been th e  fa c t  t h a t  i t  
rep re sen ts  a b e t ray a l  of Com­
m un is t  principles.

A gain , th e  anonym ous le t te r  
w r i t e r  a t ta c k s  dem ocratic cen­
tra lism . B u t  th e  M ili tan t h a s  
no th ing  in common w ith  anyone 
m a k in g  such an a t tack .  W e have 
ahvayts advocated the  need fo r  
a revo lu tionary  socialist p a r ty  
and alw ays held t h a t  such a 
p a r ty  m u s t  combine in te rna l 
dem ocracy w ith  u n i ty  in action. 
Such a p a r ty ,  we believe, m u s t  
be dem ocratic  - c en tra l is t  in 
Lenin’s m ean ing  of the  te rm .

F inally , we have  no th ing  "n 
common w ith  the  anonymous 
au th o r ’s e f fo r ts  to  convince peo­
p le  to  qu it  th e  C om m unist 
P a r ty .  O ur aim is to  achieve a 
full and f ra n k  p rogram m atic  
discussion w ith  the  m em bers of 
th e  C om m unist Party f and with 
every one else in th e  radical 
m ovem ent in  o rder  to  g roup  
to g e th e r  a ll  revo lu tionary  so­
cialists  Tn a cotataoh p a r ty  o f  
w ork ing  class  em ancipation .

O'Connor Views US Socialism in ISR
By Herman Chauka

A lively exchange between au ­
th o r  H a rv e y  O’Connor and  the 
ed i to rs  o f  the In te rna t iona l So­
cialist Review ,is the  opening f e a ­
tu r e  o f  ¡the sp r ing  issue of the 
magazine, ju s t  o ff  the p ress .  Thé 
debate  is over th e  problem s and 
prospects  confron ting  ' Socialist 
reg roupm ent in the  U.S. today.

O’Connor contends th a t  no ex ­
is t ing . radical g roup  holds the 
key  to  the fu tu re  of the  socialist 
movement. T he editors rep ly  th a t  
i t  is necessary  to take  the  ex­
is t ing  m ovem ents  as the poin t of 
d ep a r tu re  fo r  influencing the  fu ­
tu re  of socialism in America.

In an article, “T he Sov ie t  C hal­
lenge to  C a p ita l is t  Economy,” 
A rn e  Swabeck addresses  h im self 
to  the  following questions: How 
much substance  is th e re  to  the 
claims of the  Soviet governm en t 
r e g a rd in g  the  developm ent of 
economy in the  UISISR ? W h a t  as-

pects of t h a t  development a re  of 
p a r t ic u la r  concern to the  cap­
i t a l i s t  w orld?

Swatoeck’s s tudy  of th is  crucial 
fa c to r  in world politics leads him 
to  a conclusion of m a jo r  im p o r t ­
ance. He w rite s :  “ E ver  since the 
1917 revolution  i t  h a s  been 
sm ugly  assum ed t h a t  w ha tever  
else m ig h t  be assum ed abou t the  
Russians, they  would alw ays lag 
behind economically. . . B u t these 
beliefs a re  now about to  he sw ep t 
in tc  the  dustb in  of h is to ry .”

.Swabeck cites f igu res  from 
various au th o r i ta t iv e  s o u r c e s  
which indicates that- in the  pe­
riod  from  1950 to  1955 Soviet in ­
dustria l o u tp u t  rose from  about 
35% of American ou tp u t  to n e a r ­
ly  ,50%. While U.S. production 
inc reased  b y  ab o u t  24% during 
th is  period, Soviet ou tpu t made 
a  leap  of 75%.

Indicative of fu tu re  prospects 
a re  the  sa l ien t fa c ts  p resen ted  
by  Swabeek re la t in g  to tbe six th

A Valuable Compilation 
On the 20th Congress
T H E  20TH CON GRESS (C P S U ) AND W O RLD  TROTSKYISM. 

A Documented Analysis. London, New P a r k  Publications, 1957, 
124 pp., 50 cents. (O rde r  th ro u g h  P ionee r  Publishers , 116 
U nivers ity  Pl., N. Y. 3, N. Y.)

F o r  all those in te res ted  in  the  
events in the  Soviet Union since 
th e  d ea th  o f  S ta lin  th is  big 
pam phle t is  a necessity . As its  
sub tit le  indicates, it. is  made up 
of  tw o pa r ts .  One h a l f  contains 
K hrushchev’s fam ous, s e c r e t  
speech denouncing the  “cu l t  of 
’S ta l in ’.’ a t  the  26th C ongress of 
the  Soviet C om m unist P a r ty  as 
well as the  t e x t  of 18 documents 
(m ostly  le t te rs  of Lenin, includ­
in g  h is suppressed  ‘T es tam en t’) 
circulated a t  the  Congress as a  
supp lem en t to  K hrushchev’s 
speech. Unless you a re  a ho a rd e r  
of back issues o f  the  N ew  Y ork 
Times, M ili tan t o r  Daily W orker, 
the  new spapers  which published 
all available  portions of the  
K hrushchev  speech, you will 
need th is  p am p h le t  simply fo r  
refe rence  purposes.

B u t  the re  is much m ore  to  
this pubhcation  than  the  valuable 
docum ents i t  contains. I t  h as  
an equally  valuable  section of 
ana lysis  of the  documents. This  
section contains the  two speeches, 
“D -a th  of th e  S ta lin  C u lt” Mid 
“ K hrushchev’s R ep o r t  on S ta lin ,”

by  Jam es P . Cannon and t^ e  
Socialist W orkers  P a r t y ’s reso lu ­
tion, “The N ew  S tage  of the  
Russian  Revolution and the  
Cris is  o f ,S talin ism .” ' .

‘OMINOUS R U M B L E ’
A s Cannon p u ts  i t :  “ The

repudia tion  of the Stalin  cult a t  
th e  Moscow Congress is an echo 
in the  top b u re a u c ra ts ’ circjes of 
the  ominous rum ble  of the  coming 
political revolution in the  Soviet 
U nion. N o th ing  less th a n  a com­
p le te  political revolution wiil do 
t h e r e . 1 I t  is  n o t  m erely  the  cult 
of S talin  as a person, b u t  S ta l in ­
ism  as a  political system , th a t  
m u s t  be repud ia ted  and  over­
th row n. T h a t  can only be done 
by  a revolution of the  Soviet 
w orkers .”  '

Subsequent events in  Poland, 
H u n g a ry  and the  U SSR itself 
have shown th a t  such a revolu ­
tion  is in  i t s  p rep a ra to ry  s tages . 
F o r  an  unders tand ing  o f  iis  
background  and  development th is  
pam phle t  is an invaluable  tool.

—  Jo h n  T hayer

F ive  Y ea r  Plan. He repor ts :  “T o ­
ta l  p ro jec ted  s ta te  capita l invest ­
m en t fo r  the  en t ire  economy is 
980 billion rub les  . . .  In com­
parison, the  f i r s t  F ive Y ear Plan 
t h a t  began in 1928 w as  financed 
by a m odest '58 billion rub les .” 
Swabeck’s  app ra isa l  is a  sober 
and realis tic  o n e  th a t  includes a 
concrete  exam ination  of how the  
S ta l in is t  land post-S ta l in is t r e ­
g im es have  ham pered  and d is ­
to r ted  iSoviet economic develop­
m ent.

T he sp r ing  issue  also sheds 
valuable l ig h t  on p re s e n t  devel­
opm ents in Po land  w ith an a r t i ­
cle on the role of the  Svorkers 
councils in t h a t  country . F i r s t  
published in the  F rench  T ro tsk y ­
is t  new spaper, La Verite, the  a r ­
ticle by  E d g a r  M orin is  based 
on recen t in terv iews w ith  w ork ­
e rs  in Poland.

In  a fie ld  of b ro ad e r  cu l tu ra l  
in te re s t ,  Evelyn Rieed p resen ts  
a com prehensive, y e t  very  read ­
able, p ic tu re  of p re s e n t  th ink ing  
am ong lead ing  an thropologists . 
She expla ins  why m ost of them 
have broken w ith  the  m a te r ia l is t  
concepts of the p ioneer an th ro ­
pologists  ah d  the  g ra v e  l im ita ­
tions th is  h a s  p laced oh the ir  
work.

• I n  the  .Kook review  section, 
W illiam F. W arde  discusses the 
recen tly  rep r in ted  T he H is to ry  
of a  L ite ra ry  Radical and O ther 
P ap e rs ,  by Randolph Bourne. One 
o f  the m a jo r  ta len ts  in the  l i t ­
e ra ry  m ovem ent t h a t  adhered  to 
John  Dewey’s school of p ra g m a ­
tism  in the period .prior to  W orld 
W a r  I, Bourne broke w ith Dewey 
and  tu rn ed  tow ard  Marxism. 
W a rd e ’s (review, as  well a s  the  
exam ples he g ives of Bourne’s

p e n e tra t in g  th o u g h t  and w onder­
fu l wit, m ade th is  re a d e r  want 
to  g e t  his copy o f  the  book im ­
mediately . '

Jo h n  L iang  review s D exter 
P e rk in ’s “A H is to ry  of the  Mon­
roe Doctrirte.” W hile acknowledg­
in g  the  w orth  of the  fac tua l m a ­
te r ia l  p re sen ted  by Perkins, 
L iang  ta k e s  issue with his evalu ­
a tion  of the Doctrine.

A n  im p o r ta n t  fe a tu re  o f  this  
issue of th e  ISR  is the  final in ­
s ta l lm en t  of J am es  P. C annon’s 
“L e tte rs  to a H is to rian” dealing 
w ith  the  early  yea rs  of the  Com­
m u n is t  movement.

*This rev iew er  found the  c u r ­
re n t  IS R  top - f l igh t read ing . 
Don’t  m iss  it.

revolution. W hereas  the  b u reau ­
c ra tic  caste in the  Sov ie t  'Union 
came to  pow er b y  cru sh ing  the  
R ussian  revolution , th rough  the 
destruction  of the  dem ocratic  rule 
o f  the w orkers  in th e i r  Soviets. 
In  E a s t  Eurooe, w ith  the  excep­
tion of Y ugoslavia  the  ca s te  came 
into existence th a n k s  to  the  oc­
cupation  of the Red A rm y . '

S P E C IF IC  F E A T U R E S
F o r  th is  reason the  con trad ic ­

tion between the  bu reaucra tic  
caste  in China and the  m asses 
ap p ea rs  less an tagon is t ic  than  
elsewhere !n the  S o v ie t  orbit.  T he 
economic backw ardness  of China, 
plus the  sho r t  tim e of Comm un­
i s t  P a r ty  rule, did n o t  p ro r ide  
th e  m a te r ia l  fo r  as  sh a rp  a d if­
fe ren t ia t io n  as ex is ts  in the r e s t  
of, th e  S ov ie t  orbit. And finally , 
tbe  revolution is s t ' l l  in  process, 
daily exe rt ing  trem endous p re s ­
sure  on the  bu reau c ra t ic  regime. 
All of th is  gives M ao’s theo ry  of 
bu reau cra tic  re fo rm  a semblance 
o f  realism .

China su f fe rs  a f a r  m ore , im ­
m inen t th r e a t  of im peria lis t  in ­
vasion than the  r e s t  of the  S o ­
v ie t  orbit. T he  f i r s t  a s s a u l t  of 
th e  im peria lis t  fo rces  through  
K orea w as held in check with 
the  revo lu tionary  s t ren g th  of the  
Chinese masses. B u t the  U.S. im ­
pe ria lis ts  have  m ade i t  c lea r  th a t  
th e y  have n o t  given up  the ir  
dream of re-conquering  th e ir  lost 
colonial te r ra in .  This th r e a t  do­
m ina tes  China and tends to hold 
in check the development of in ­
dependent working-class s trugg le  
to  purge  the  country  of b u reau ­
c ra t ic  deform ations and establish 
a regim e of w o rk e rs ’ democracy.

T hese d if ferences between the 
bu reaucra tic  caste  in China and 
in th e  re s t  of the  Soviet orbit 
explain the  grow ing p res tig e  and 
au th o r i ty  b f  M ao “Tse-tung as 
a g a in s t  o the r  S ta l in is t  lum ina ­
ries. T hey explain why the  Chi­
nese  C om m unists inherit the  job 
of providing ideological ju s t i f i ­
cation for bu reaucra tic  rule.

B u t  thè se  d ifferences do no t 
change the  fundam enta l  identity  
of the bureaucra tic  cas te  in the  
Sovie t U nion and  in China, They 
tore m utua lly  dependent an'd, in 
the  essehc'e of the  m a t te r ,  they

Chinese CP and Hungary 

Topic of New Pamphlet
T H E  C H IN E S E  CO M M U N IST PA R T Y  A N D  T H E  H U N G A R IA N  

REVOLUTION). By. Michael Batata. P ioneer Pocket L ibrary , 
No. 6. P ioneer Publishers . 116 U nivers ity  Pl., New Y ork City, 
3, N.Y. 25K 22 Pages. In troduction  by G eorge Lavan.

A New Parks Publication

The 20th Congress 
(C.P.S.U.)

and

World Trotskyism
Contains K hrushchev’s 20th 

C ongress secret-session speech; 
two speeches by Ja m e s  P . C an . 
non; te x ts  of previously su p ­
pressed art ic les  and le t te rs  by 
Lenin.

124 pages 50 cents

O rder from ;

Pioneer P ub lishers  
116 U nivers ity  Place 

N ew  York 3, N.Y.

'This p am p h le t  by  Michael 
B anda  is a vigorous polemic 
a g a in s t  th e  Chinese S ta l in is ts  
who played the  lead role in de­
fen se  of the  'S talin is t bu reau c ra ­
cy and its  rep ress ions  in H un ­
g a ry .  Less  discredited, the lead ­
e rs  of the  Chinese Com m unist 
P a r t y  w ere p u t  to th e  fore  by 
K hrpshchev  and ¡Bulganin in the 
hope of covering up the  K rem ­
lin’s naked  counter-revolu tionary  
policy in E a s t  Europe.

B anda explains one of the  r e a ­
sons why the Chinese Commun­
i s t  P a r ty  len t its  au th o r i ty  to 
cover the crim es of the  ¡Soviet 
b u re a u c ra ts .  He points ou t th a t  
“ the  C hinese C om m unist lead­
e rs  . . . have traded  th e i r  righ t 
to  critic ize  the  Soviet leadership  
fo r  roubles and  trac to rs .  And 
w hy do they do i t ?  B ecause  they 
believe, as  the  Soviet bu reau ­
c ra ts  do, th a t  given a period of 
‘peaceful co-existence’ they  can 
build a self-suffic ien t Socialist 
economy in China th rough  the ir  
own e ffo r t  and  w ith the  help of 
the  Kremlin. From  th is  poin t of 
view the  s t ru g g le s  of the  in te r ­
na t ional w orking class a re  of l i t ­
t l e  im portance  and the  H u n g a r ­
ian Revolution becomes, in  the ir  
eyes, an im pedim ent to  th e  con­
s truc t ion  of Socialism tfi ’China, 
since, i t  is aimed 'a t  th e  dom inant

p a r tn e r  of the  Sino-Soviet Alli­
ance.”

Banda then  ta k e s  up tbe  “hew ” 
theories  of Mao T se - tu n g  point 
by  poin t and shoWs th e ir  iden tity  
w ith  iStalinist ideology. These 
theories  flow  from  the Chinese 
a d ap ta t io n  of S ta l in ’s theory  of 
“ socialism in one coun try ,” f i t ­
ted to the  naraow  na t io n a l is t  in ­
te re s t s  of the  Chinese b u re a u ­
c ra tic  caste.

T h e  C hinese S ta l in is ts  canno t 
ignore  the  crimes t h a t  the  So­
vie t b u reau c ra ts  have  a lready  a d ­
m itted  and  a t t r ib u te d  to  Stalin. 
T hey  nevertheless  a t te m p t  to r e s ­
cue some “p rog ress ive” aspect of 
S ta l in ’s d ic ta toria l regim e. This 
they  find  in ¡Stalin’s “defénse of 
Soviet p ro p e r ty  re la tions  and the 
g row th  of the  productive forces.”

’B a n d a ’s an sw er  to  th is  last- 
d itch  ra t iona l iza t ion  includes a 
M arx is t  ana lysis  of the  b u reau ­
c ra t ic  ca s te  an<i the  problems 
confron ting  th e  developing po li t ­
ical revolution. T hese include the 
revo lu tiona ry  defense of the  S o ­
v ie t  p ro p e r ty  fo rm s. His a r g u ­
m e n ts  a re  w orth  read ing  and the 
p am p h le t  will p la y  an im portan t 
role in th e  reg ro u p m en t discus­
sion a s  i t  p e r ta in s  to  the events 
in th e  S ov ie t  oúbit.

— C. R. H.

a re  equally  reac t ionary . Both 
ru l ing  cliques a ra  an tagon is t ic  to  
the  in te re s ts  of the w ork ing  
class.

SYM PTOM S IN  CHINA
A t the sam e tim e th e re  is a  

m u tua l an tagon ism  betw een th e  
bureaucrac ies  of Moscow and 
Peking. T he  very  existence of a 
•new cen te r  o f  pow er w ith in  the  
S ta l in is t  world crea ted  an im ­
plic it  an tagon ism  th a t  con tr ib ­
u ted  to the  sh a t te r in g  of S ta l in ­
is t  monolithism now in process. 
T hus, when the  Chinese leaders  
engage in rescue opera t ions  fo r  
the  K remlin, they  ave serv ing  
th e i r  own in te re s ts  in two w ays: 
they  a re  m eeting  the  p ressu re  of 
a s im ila r  social revo lt  from  b e ­
low in China and  they  ara  
s t re n g th e n in g  the ir  b a rg a in in g  
pow er in re la tion  to tbe  K remlin.

T h e  sym p tom s o f  a develop­
ing political revolution in China 
have para lle led  the  sym ptom s 
seen in the  Soviet U nion. And 
th e  bu reauc ra tic  caste  in both 
countries  o ffered  essen tia lly  th e  
sam e answ er to  g row ing dem ands 
fo r  workers! democracy.

K hrushchev’s reve la tions of S ta ­
lin ’s crim es a t  the  20th C ongress 
of the  C P S U  in F e b ru a ry  1966 
w ere closely followed toy the  C hi­
nese  ¡Stalinists w ith  admission of 
p a s t  “e rro rs ,” go ing  back to the 
revolution o f : 1925-27, and an  ac­
cep tance  of the r ig h t  to criticize 
policy. P rom ises w ere made fo r  
sw eeping  changes in, the  w age 
s t ru c tu re  of China a long  w ith  
adm issions t h a t  “ e r ro r s” had  
w orked  unnecessary  hard sh ip  on 
the  w ork ing  class.

'As in the Sov ie t  Union, these 
concessions did no t s top  the  
g row th  of opposition, to b u re a u ­
cratic  ru le . Bv M ay 15 of this 
y e a r  the N ew  China N ews A gen ­
cy rep o r ted  1¡3 s t r ik e s  in China. 
The ex ten t of w orke rs ’ u n re s t  
can he  seen in the  official cam ­
pa igns  fo r  g re a te r  “ discipline” in 
the  fac tories .

W O R K E R S ’ R E S E N T M E N T

T hus an  ed itorial in the  Peo­
p le ’s Daily  published in P eking , 
f i r s t  p ra ised  t h e “ glorióus ach ieve ­
m e n ts” of the  w orkers  in p ro ­
duction and repo r ted  t h a t  “m any  
w o rk e rs  made the ir  m ines and 
fac to ries  th e ir  homes, some old 
w orke rs  refused to  re t ire  and 
some did no t take  anv  tim e off 
in fou r  or five y ea rs .” B u t  the  ed ­
i to ria l then complained th a t  "118 
w orkers  in the  T ig e r  Ten-ace  
Mine in Hui Sun w ere found  t a k ­
ing  a nap  under  the  well,” and  
“ some w orkers  in T ai T ung  Miné 
m ade some p re te x t  to h e a t  up the  
doctors who refused  to sign th e ir  
sick leave, and from  Ja n u a r y  to 
October la s t  year,  m ore than  ten 
such events have occurred and  
some irresponsible  doctors signed 
as  m any  siok leaves as the  w ork ­
ers  asked for , a f ra id  to go 
a g a in s t  th e ir  w ishes.”

The reasons fo r . th e se  “d is tu rb ­
ances” th e  editorial explains, is  
seen p a r t ly  in th e  fact th a t  th e  
w ork ing  class  is g row ing  rap id ­
ly  and m any  new w orkers  a ré  
backw ard . But the  edito ria l also 
cites  “ the  ir ra t io n a l  system  ex ­
is t ing  in w ages, aw a rd s  and P*n- 
a lties, poor w ork ing  conditions 
a s  well as w elfare  and the d is ­
o rd e r  in th e  productive adm inis ­
t r a t io n .”

U n re s t  is  also m an ife s t  am ong 
s tu d en ts  and in tellectuals, espe ­
cially following the even ts  in 
H ungary . The Chinese p ress  a t ­
tem pted  to  supp ress  the t ru th  
ab ou t the  s t ru g g le  ta k in g  place 
in E a s t  Europe, tout the  zig-zag  
of line m ade it  a p p a re n t  to  all 
t h a t  the t ru th  was no t toeing told. 
T h e  Chinese p ress g ree ted  Im re  
N ag y  a t  f i r s t  as a g r e a t  “hero 
of the  people.” W hen the  Sec­
ond Soviet in tervention  occurred 
and K ad a r  was installed in to  
power, the  line quickly changed 
and N agy  w as denounced as a 
counte r-revo lu tionary  agent.

'(N ext W eek: T he  Ta'Sks of the  
Political Revolution in China.)

Thè October Days in Poland

T he w orkers  w ere the  p rincipal fac to r  in the  all-na tional 
r is ing  th a t  b ro u g h t  Gomulka toi power last fall. Above: a. m ee t­
ing la s t  October of w orkers  in the  Lenin M eta llurgica l p lan t 
n ea r  K rakow , Poland, app laud ing  a resolu tion  suppo r ting  
G om ulka’s  res is tance  to  the  K remlin.

the  Gomulka regim e has  oppor­
tun is t ica lly  endorsed Kremlin- 
pu p p e t K adar ,  it  has  rê f ra ihëd  
from  denouncing the  defeated 
revolution as counter-revolution ­
ary .

The boldness, of the Polish S ta ­
lin is ts , th e ir  th ree-day  b a r ra g e  
a g a in s t  G omulka’s whole p ro ­
g ram  and th e ir  demand fo r  the  
repudia tion  of the one rem ain ing  
gain of the  O ctober days— Pol­
an d ’s m easure  of independence-, 
provoked him into a c o u n te ra t ­
tack. On May 18 he made a b it ­
t e r  showdown speech on the  ques­
tion of re ta in in g  Po land’s inde­
pendence from the  K remlin. He 
recalled the  S ta l in is t  t e r r o r ,a n d  
p u rg es  of th e  p a r ty  in the  old 
days and w arned  th a t  w h a t  the 
r ig h t  w as  dem anding  w as  really  
the policy t h a t  Rakosi and  Gero 
had  pursued  in H u n g a ry  and  th a t  
the re su lts  would be equaljy 
'bloody.

ISince the  r igh t-w ing  controls 
the  p a r ty  a p p a ra tu s  the  e ffec ­
t iveness of G om ulka’s c o u n te ra t ­
ta ck  lies only in i t s  implicit 
th r e a t  to  go to  the  people again, 
a s  in O ctobeh T he S ta lin is ts  fea r  
th is  above all. G om ulka’s course 
in the la s t  fiye m onths has  cost 
h im  much of h is  popu la r i ty  as 
w as  evident in the  public ápa thy  
upon the  Opening of the  Central 
Com m ittee  sessions. T he .Stalin­
is ts ,  however, have pulled in the ir  
horns a p p a ren t ly  in the  decision 
to  w a i t  a  while longer  till the  
s i tua t ion  is even riper.

G om ulka’s a t ta c k  lipon the  
r ig h t  does not necessarily  mean 
t h a t  he will now tu rn  left,  or 
will even end his cam paign 
ag a in s t  th e  left-wing. T o  p re ­
se rve  his own power and to  keep 
the  revolution from  moving ei­
th e r  fo rw ard  or backw ard is his 
desire . To th is  end the  policy of 
s t r ik in g  blows f i r s t  ag a in s t  the 
le f t  and then aga in s t  the  r ig h t— 
p reven ting  e i the r  from becom­
ing  too pow erful— is th e  classic 
fo rm ula . Not on ly  does he thus  
prevent e i ther  faction from  fo rc ­
ing i t s  policy on him, bu t he p re ­
serve^  th e  fic tion t h a t  he is 
above, factions , c lasses  and  p o ­
litics, is  a  na t ional sav iour and 
absolutely  indispensable. T he 
•flaw in th i s  role is th a t  a rev ­
o lu tion  can’t s tand  still. Unless 
it  moves to  the  le ft,  i t  inevitably 
goes to the  r ig h t  and  with it  the  
leader  who claims, and maybe 
even believes, th a t  he is above 
politics and the  class s trugg le .

By C. R. Hubbard
T he  ideological cen ter of the 

bureaucra tic  cas te  th a t  still rules 
the  Soviet orbit has  begun to 
sh if t  from Moscow to  Peking. 
H a rr iso n  E . Salisbury  in the May 
19 New York Tim es rep resen ts  
th is  sh if t  a s  a “ challenge” to 
Moscow’s p rim acy am ong the  So­
vie t nations. H o w ev e r , , the  sh ift 
is  more in th e  n a tu re  of a  new 
division of labor necess ita ted  by 
the  advance of the  revolu tionary  
u psu rg e  of the  w ork ing  class in 
th e  Sov ie t  orbit, than  a cha l­
lenge to Moscow’s domination.

T h e  Chinese reg im e enjoys 
g re a te r  p res tige  am ong the m ass 
of com m unist w orkers  than  any 
o the r  reg im e in  the  Soviet 'bloc. 
In  fac t  i t  is a lm ost the  only re ­
g im e w ith  an y  real a u th o r i ty  in 
the  eyes of the  w o rk e rs  in the 
Sov ie t  Union, E a s t  E urope or the 
C om m unist P a r t ie s  in the  W est.

Those who hope fo r  a reform  
of* the  bu reau c ra tic  ca s te— th a t  
is, the  peaceful elimination of 
b u reaucra tic  repressions— look to 
C hina. Mao T se -tung  becomes the 
m os t acceptable  voice, the  ideo­
logical fron t-m an  fo r  the  entire  
b u reauc ra tic  caste. Khrushchev, 
B ulganin  and th e ir  cohorts, in 
exposing the  crim es of Stalin, 
convicted them selves of complici­
ty , Mao does no t share  the same 
burden  of blame.

B E T T E R  F A C E

F d r  th is  reason the  Kremlin 
'bureaucra ts  a re  in despera te  need

of the  Chinese C om m unist P a r ty  
leaders  in th e ir  e f fo r ts  to ju s ti fy  
the ir  bloody course in H u n g a ry  
and  bo ls te r  th e ir  puppe t reg im es 
in E a s t  Europe. The Chinese p re ­
mier, Chou En-lai, becam e the 
p r im ary  spokesman of the K rem ­
lin in the s t ru g g le  to bo ls te r  the 
■badly weakened reg im es in \Yav- 
saw  and  B udapest . T hrough 
Chou, the  Soviet b u reau cra ts  
could p re se n t  a less discredited 
face.

T h e  ideological ta sk  of defend­
ing  bureaucra tic  rule  thereby  
falls  to  the  Chinese. I t  Ss in th is  
con tex t th a t  what Salisbury  calls 
the  “ bold, new M arxian  theo ry” 
propounded by Mao T se - tu n g  to 
Chinese Com m unists  last F eb ru ­
a ry  must be understood.

This theo ry  is expressed popu ­
la r ly  in the  Chinese< slogan, “ Let 
all flowers bloom .” ' T h is  is  sup ­
posed to .  m ean : L e t all view ­
points be expressed. I t s  s ign if i ­
cance lies in the fa c t  t h a t  the 
bureaucracy  is  compelled to  rec ­
ognize the  existence of opposi­
tion to its  ru le  and is forced to 
prom ise  concessions— of course, 
w ith in  limits.

T he new theory  of Mao Tse- 
tu n g  consists of two p a r ts .  The 
f i r s t  claims th a t  the  class s t ru g ­
gle is over .except fo r  a “few 
U.S. agen ts .” T h is  idea is no t 
new b u t  w as long ago invented 
by  iStalin when he proclaimed 
the  “final v ic tory  fo r  socialism” 
in  the  Soviet Union. T he  second 
p a r t  says th a t  “nonan tagonistic  
con trad ic tions” ex is t w ith in  the

P a r ty  and between the  P a r ty  andtf 

the  m asses, con tradictions th a t  
can be resolved on a peaceful 
b asis  of “persuasion .”

This  theo ry  has  no more to  do 
w ith  M arx ism  than  did S ta l in ’s 
th e o ry  of “socialism in one coun­
t r y .” The la t te r  theo ry  flew in 
the  face  of the  m ost e lem entary  
M arx is t  concepts of the  w orld ­
wide c h a rac te r  of modern econ­
omy and the  in te rna t iona l c h a r ­
a c te r  of the s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  cap ­
italism . The the o ry  w as advanced 
b y  .Stalin  a f t e r  L enin’s death  as 
an expression of the  needs of the 
developing bu reaucra tic  caste  in 
the  S ov ie t  Union. This caste 
w an ted  an end to the  class s t r u g ­
gle and w an ted  the " r ig h t” to  ac­
cum ulate  riches and privileges 
f o r  itself.

CLASS C O N T E N T  D E N IE D

¡Similarly the  theory  of Mao 
T se - tu n g  grow s ou t Of the needs 
of the  b u reaucra tic ./cas te  in the 
Soviet orbit,  needs t h a t  have 
changed considerably in- the post- 
W orld-W ar-II  period. T he  bu ­
reauc racy  today  can  no longer 
p re tend  to  unanim ity . T he grow th 
of the  w orke rs ’ revolution 
a g a in s t  bu reauc racy  requ ires  the 
recognition of opposing-forces  in 
the  'Soviet orbit. In recognizing 
th e  existence of this con trad ic ­
tion, the  b u re a u c ra ts  would like 
to  deny its  revo lu tionary , class 
c on ten t an d  pe rsuade  th e ir  a n ­
ta g o n is ts  of th e  peaceful pe r ­
spective of reform . T hereby , they 
hope to preserve  th e ir  dom inant 
and  priv ileged position fo r  a 
while longer.

T h e  “n o n -an tagon is tic” ch a r ­
a c te r  o f  th e  new contrad ic tion  is 
obvious nonsensi?. Whene w as  the 
“ non-an tagon is ta” o f  th e  c o n t ra ­
d ic tion between S talin  and the 
w orke rs’ dem ocracy he crushed, 
between S ta lin  (and those  he 
fram ed, executed, or pushed into 
concen tra tion  cam p s?  M ore  r e ­
cently  w here w as rthe “n o n -an tag ­
onism ” in  'E a s t  G erm any  in 1953, 
in  Poznan  in th e  sp r in g  of 1956 
and all o f  'Poland and  H u n g a ry  in 
th è  fall o f  ,last y ea r?  For M arx­
is ts  theory  begins w ith rea l ity  as 
i t  is, no t a s  IMao m igh t wish i t  
to  be.

M ao’s theory , like .'Stalin’s be­
fo re  him, is a  bu reau c ra t ic  r a ­
tionaliza tion , no t an objective 
ana lysis  of the  real con trad ic ­
tions in th e  Soviet w orld ..

The ideological leadership  falls 
to  the  Chinese C om m unists , no t 
only because they a re  the least 
d iscredited bureaucracy , bu t also 
because  they  cam e to  pow er on 
the  s t r e n g th  of a  g r e a t  popula r
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The Attack on the American Forum
The attack by the Eastland Senate In­

ternal Security Sub-committee on the 
newly-organized American Forum — For 
Socialist Education (see story, page one) 
is synchronized with the demand by thé 
gutter editorial in the Niew York Daily 
News tha t the organization be ’“in­
vestigated” and placed on the Attorney 
General’s “subversive” list. Eastland’s 
move serves to lay bare the true purpose 
of Congressional probes, “subversive” 
listings and, indeed, of the witch hunt as 
a whole.

A mass of propaganda has been poured 
out in an effort to substantiate the claim 
tha t the various witch-hunt measures are 
designed to cope with “Kremlin agents” 
and with “plotters of force and violence.” 
But the attack on the American Forum 
shows unmistakably tha t the real pur­
pose of these measures is to destroy free*- 
dom of thought and of expression.

The American Forum ran afoul of the 
witch-hunters, because its very purpose 
constituted a challenge to their reac­
tionary aims. American Forum was 
created by radicals of virtually every 
viewpoint for the explicit goal of estab­
lishing an arena for a completely free and 
untrammeled discussion and debate of the 
problems confronting the Socialist move­
ment in America.

American Forum was set up to help ad­
vance the process of forging a program 
for the realization of Socialism in Amer­
ica. It' proposes to organize a confronta­
tion of all conflicting views about the

content of such a program, so tha t the 
American people ftiaj? be in a better posi­
tion to judge the merits of the socialist 
cause.

As an indispensable corollary of this 
aim, American Forum was set up on the 

-principle of non-exclusion. I t  guaranteed 
participation to “all elements tha t think 
of themselves as related to historic so­
cialist and labor traditions, values and 
objectives,” with discrimination against 
none.

But the principle of non-exclusion runs 
directly counter to the chosen method of 
the witch hunters in their drive to im- 

.pose a police state on America. Their 
method is to declare group after group 
outlaw,-and seek — in violation of the 
U.S. Constitution — to remove it from 
the American ' political scene. Because 
American Forum promoted the opposite 
of this undemocratic procédure, the witch 
hunters moved swiftly against it follow­
ing the announcem entof its formation.

We believe all defenders of civil liber­
ties, should react against the witch- 
hunters in the same quick fashion. By 
fighting for the right to c a r ry . out its 
declared aim| American Forum has been 
piaced in the front line of the battle to 
preserve a badly crippled Bill of Rights. 
It is clearly the duty of every champion 
of that Bill of Rights to give full, resolute 
support to American Forum in resisting 
the reactionary dictates of the Eastland 
committee and thé rest of the police-state 
mongers.

The Memorial Day Martyrs

Messali Hadj’s Appeal
Messali Ifadj, the leader of the Algerian 

National Movement, who has spent most 
of his life in French prisons because of 
his devotion to the cause of his people’s 
independence, has addressed an appeal 
to President Eisenhower. The appeal, 
written from Belle Isle in France, the 
Algerian leader’s latest prison, forms the 
preface of a lengthy documented report' 
on the torturing and shooting of prison­
ers and hostages, the reprisal-destruc- 
tion of whole villages and many other 
barbarous deeds of French imperialism 
in its war to keep Algeria in colonial 
slavery.

Taking Eisenhower at the face value 
of his frequent generalities about civiliza­
tion, freedom and democracy, Messali 
Hadj asks th a t  the American president 
speak out against the atrocities being 
committed by his French allies and cease 
backing up French imperialism with 
arms, money and diplomacy.

The great moralist Eisenhower has not 
even bothered to make public a reply. 
Queried about Messali Hadj’s appeal at 
his May 14 press conference. Secretary 
of State Dulles simply dodged the ques­
tion. Furthermore, the Big Business 
press, undoubtedly following the recom­
mendations of the State Department has 
virtually suppressed all mention of the 
appeal of the imprisoned Algerian leader 
to the White House.

As the Negro people of the South can

testify, Eisenhower’s highymindedness 
and piety only work on certain occasions. 
Those are the occasions which serve the 
political interests of Eisenhower in 
dofnestic politics or of U.S. imperialism 
internationally. Pious Ike displays sur­
prising deafness when appeals come from 
Southern Negroes whose homes and 
churches have been bombed by white 
supremacists. He has a similar deafness 
to the cries of Algerian freedom fighters 
being tortured with the electric-shock 
machines taken over by the French police 
from the Nazi Gestapo.

U.S. imperialism’s hands are already 
bloodied by the French war against the 
Algerian people. In the early stages of 
tha t war the U.S. air force secretly aided 
military operations. One case is known 
where a U.S. plane and personnel assisted 
in the air drop of French paratroopers 
against Algerian guerrillas. Helicopters 
being manufactured for the U.S. army 
have been diverted by the Pentagon to 
the French army in Algeria. France’s 
NATO divisions (i /o  million men), largely 
equipped and paid by U.S. funds, are 
being used in Algeria with U.S. agree­
ment.

Eisenhower prefers to ignore Messali 
Hadj’s appeal. It is the duty of American 

' labor and the Negro people to hear it 
and by raising ’their voices to get the 
message through to the White House: 
No more U.S. aid to France’s dirty war!

shan ty , who laughs  and  a rg u es  
w i th  you, who is  ju s t  an o th e r  man 
■among m any  men— and who one 
day dies in a f lam in g  boasding 
house in a  vain a t te m p t  to  rescue 
th e  o the r  occupants ?

A nd w hat o f  those who have 
'fallen on th e  p icke t lines of 
A m erica?  They did not s t r ike  
d ra m a t ic  poses and o ra te  about 
'freedom before they  fell. They 
■nevér poséd, never saw  th e m ­
selves a s  m a r ty r s .  T h e re  was 
w ork to  be done, and, they did it. 
. M em orial Day 19^7 w as no t a 
d ay  fo r  dram a. Over Chicago th e  
suh  came up like the F ou r th  of 
Ju ly .  I t  was no t a  day fo r  d ram a 
'but fo r  picnics, fo r  a sand lo t 
baseball gam e w ith  a 14-year-old 
b id  yelling  s t r id e n t  nonsense a t  
th e  b a t te r  or the  f i r s t  basCman, 
a day  fo r  going to the  zoo or 
W alking slowly w ith  yotir girl 
th ro u g h  the  p a rk  and down to 
■the shorè of L ak e  Michigan, a 
day fo r  pahadeâ.

A nd th é re  Was a p arade , too, 
t h a t  M emorial Day. I t  w ash’t  a 
p a ra d e  w ith  drums' and bugles 
and  un iform s. I t  w as  ju s t  à  p a ­
rade  of w ork ing  people. The men 
sw eated-in  th e i r  sh irts leeves. Thé 
Women w ere dressed fo r  Sunday, 
and the re  w ere p re t ty  women and 
“ugly ones, old and young. T here  
Were children laughing , crying, 
shouting,- in fan ts  suck ing  o n  bo t­
tles, adolescent boys  bashfu lly

ogling adolescent girls . I t  w as a 
holiday, and i t  looked and  sounded 
like a  holiday. T hese  w ere  the 
Republic Steel s t r ik e rs  and the ir  
fam ilies . Soon the  men would be 
m arch in g  ahead  fo r  a peaceful 
dem onstra tion  before  the steel 
p lan t.  T he  union w an ted  to  show 
i t s  num bers  to  the  com pany and 
to  th e .  scabs behind the  fence. 
N o  d ram a here .

A B E A U T IF U L  DAY

T h a t ’s the  w ay  i t  was.. They 
aw oke th a t  m o rn in g  w ith  the  
fee l ing  we a lw ays g e t  w hen.,we 
open our eyes w ith a vague  sense 
of som eth ing  th a t  is p lanned fo r  
the day . T hey  awoke in the ir  
hom es o r  (boarding houses, 
stre tched , c lumsily rubbed th e ir  
knuckles  into th e ir  eyes to drive 
o h t  the. sleep th a t  still .lingered  
there . T hey dressed. Families, 
ta lk e d  a t  the  b re a k fa s t  table. 
Lonely  men d ressed  in  their, 
room s and walked ou t fo r  coffee 
fee l ing  less alone. T hen they  be­
g a n  to .  'congregate  'a t  s t r ike  
h e a d q u a r te rs .  T hey  cha t ted  and 
joked. T here  w as serious ta lk , of 
course. A s tr ike  is no joke. B ut 
i t  was such a  b eau tifu l  day! You 
■had to  smile on a day  like this 
■6n6.

T h e  men lined up .  s ta r ted  o ff  
to  the  Republic p la n t  c a r ry in g  a n  
'American f lag  a t  the  h ead  of the  
column. T he  sun w as so b righ t

Death on the Picket Line

This shocking p ic tu re  shows th e  M emorial Day m a r ty r s  being m urdered  by Chicago police 
in 1937. T he photograph  w as taken  from  a suppressed  new sreel of th e  b ru ta l  a s s a u l t  on 
men, women and children. T he  p ic tu res  w ere  hastily  w ithd raw n  from  circu la tion  because 
au tho rit ie s  feared  the ir  show ing m ig h t  “ incite r io ts” am ong horr if ied  A m erican w orkers.

Wages and Prices
A very old story appeared May 19 on 

the front page of the Sunday New York 
Times. In reporting a Labor Department 
analysis prepared for submission to the 
Congressional Joint Economic Committee 
which is investigating “the relationship 
of wages, prices and productivity,” the 
Times resurrects with loud fanfare the 
ancient and moldy concept tha t wage in­
creases cause price increases.

This idea was given the theoretical 
death stroke no later than 1817 in “On 
the Principles of Political Economy,” by 
David Ricardo, an honest capitalist 
economist. Sometime after tha t breed of 
economist had disappeared from the face 
of the earth, Karl Marx explained the 
fallacies of this idea in a lecture, for the 
benefit of workers which is still appro­
priate and which is available to readers 
of English under the title of “Value, 
Price and Profit.”

It would be well for all radicals and 
militant unionists to familiarize them­
selves with the arguments against this 
fallacy since the Times story is but the 
latest indication of an all-out propaganda 
campaign by the capitalist press and the 
Congressional Committee to blame the 
current inflation on wage increases won 
by organized workers. This, in turn, is 
part of a drive to lower the standard of 
living of the workers by keeping wages 
down while prices continue to mount. In

this way, the capitalists hope to push 
more and more of the cost of the current 
arms budget — which is a primary source 
of the present “prosperity,” as well as of 
the inflation — onto the backs of the 
workers.

Arms spending has accounted for over 
$40 billion for each of the last two years 
and is set a t $45 billion for the next fiscal 
year. That means th a t one out of every 
ten workers in the U.S. is producing not 
for the market, but for war preparations 
— a total social waste. That is the root 
cause of inflation in the country today.

The Times says th a t the Labor Depart­
ment report “strongly implies tha t ex­
cessive. wage increases have been a key 
cause of the rise in prices of the last 
decade.” This is an ominous note for it 
indicates that the weight of this govern­
ment agency is now being put directly 
behind the propaganda campaign.

When workers, through union strug­
gles, force the capitalists to grant wage 
increases they do not cause price in- 

‘ creases, although the capitalists do every­
thing in their power to make it appear 
tha t way. Wage increases do’, however, 
tend to offset the losses suffered by the 
workers frorq inflation, and they do in­
terfere with the profits of the capitalists. 
That is the real reason for the Times 
article and the current campaign.

French Trotskyist 
Cites CP Record 
Of Aid to Mollet

(Recently , before  th e  Mollet 
cabinet in  F ra n c e  fell, w e 
received a  le t te r  from  a p ro ­
m inen t F rench  T ro tsk y is t  deal­
ing  w ith th e  C om m unist Party^s 
s tand  on th e  Mollet governm ent. 
The C P ’s record on th is  question 
const i tu tes  in  e ffec t  i t s  record 
on the  A lgerian  w a r  prosecuted 
by “ Socialist” Mollet. W e pub­
lish the  te x t  of the  le t te r  below. 
—  Ed.)

“T he  M ili tan t h a s  said on 
several occasions t h a t  the  
iFrenCh CP had  stopped vo ting  
fo r  th e  M ollet governm en t since 
th e  sum m er of 1956. T h is  is  no t 
en tire ly  accura te .  In  fac t ,  a t  the  
tim e  of a vote of confidence 
la s t  fall, th e  C P  assu red  Mollet 
of a  m a jo r i ty  by its  absten tion  
in one of the  votes ( i f  th e  
S ta l in is t  deputies  had  voted 
ag a in s t  Mollet, he would Jiave 
been b e a ten ) ,  and  by the  ab ­
sence a t  the  tim e  of the  fina l 
vo te  of a su ffic ien t num ber of 
S ta l in is t  deputies, w hose vote 
would have caused the  fa ll  of 
th e  governm ent. More recently , 
a t  the  tim e  of the  la s t  vote on 
genera l policy, several deputies 
w ere also absen t in o rder no t to 
have to  vote a g a in s t  Mollet; 
am ong them  w ere  leaders like 
Thorez and  Billoux.

Finally*, a t  the  time of a 
sena to ria l  by-election in D or­
dogne, the  • S ta l in is ts  voted  fo r  
th e  “ Socia lis t” candidate  who 
w as  supported  by  R obert  La- 
coste (who is SP  party* boss in 
D ordogne).
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U.S. E F F O R T S  TO K E E P
H A IT I .under i t s  Continuing 
domination resu lted  in the 
es tab lishm en t of a  m ili ta ry  
d ic ta to rsh ip  w ith  the  p roclam a­
tion, May 21, by Chief o f  S ta f f  
C an tave  th a t  th e  A rm y  was 
ta k in g  over control of the  coun­
try .  T he  proclam ation  w as  im ­
m edia te ly  countered by! a gen ­
e ra l  s t r ike  in the  cap ita l city 
of Po rt-au -P r ince  which shu t 
th a t  c i ty  down t i g h t  and, ac ­
cording to  dispatches, is sp read ­
ing  th ro u g h o u t  th e  island. A 
sim ilar gene ra l  s t r ik e  la s t  
D ecember forced ou t P res id en t 
Magloire who had so u g h t to  
p e rp e tu a te  h im self  in office. 
Since then, tw o  h a n d -p i c k e d  
“ provisional”  p res iden ts  have 
also been b ro u g h t  down by 
genera l - s t r ike  \  action. The 
p re sen t  A rm y  move is in ­
te rp re te d  as  a  m eans  of fo re ­
s ta l l in g  th e  pop u la r  election 
scheduled fo r  Ju n e  16.

T H E  F R E N C H  G OV ER N ­
M E N T  of P rem ie r  Guy Mollet 
cam e to  an end, May! 21, a f t e r  
i t  w as  defea ted  by  250 to  213 
in  a  vote of confidence te s t  in 
th e  N ational A ssembly. T he 
im m ediate  issue  which b ro u g h t  
abou t the  downfall of the  “ So­
c ia lis t”  M ollet’s Cabinet w as his 
req u es t  f o r  ’ inc reased taxes. 
U nderly ing  th e  vote w as  th e  
p ressu re  of long-sm oldering op­
position to  h is  insistence on con­
tinued persecution of th e  “d ir ty ” 
w a r  a g a in s t  the  A lgerian  move­
m en t fo r  na t iona l independence. 
Opposition w as  increased  in  the 
p a s t  period by Mollet’s role in 
spark ing  the  im peria lis t  a g g re s ­
sion a g a in s t  E g y p t .  T he “S o ­
c ia lis t” P rem ie r  who did much 
to  besm irch the  good nam e of 
socialism, w en t  to  his d e fea t  
ins is t ing  on the  need to p reserve  
the  “g ran d eu r  of F ra n c e ” by 
crush ing  the  A lgerian  freedom  
fig h te r s  and  by continuing to  
oppose E g y p t’s sovereign r ig h t  
to opera te  its  own p roper ty , the  
•Suez canal.

*  *  ♦

PREMIER BEN GURION’S 
CABINET in Israel declared Its

I t  a lm ost h u r t  to  look a t  the  
White sh i r t  of the  m an ahead  of 
you. F riends  called back and 
'fo rth  across  th e  m arch ing  files, 
'playful insu lts  were hurled  and 
answ ered. They drew near  the 
p lan t.  T hen  they saw  the  cops.

T here  w ere  cops everyw here, 
h u n d red s  of them , thousands  of 
them , i t  seemed to the  a s ton ish ­
ed s t r ik e rs .  T he column slowed, 
ha l ted . A  grim -faced, cold-eyed, 
■middle-aged police officer w ith  
gold braid  on his cap approached  
th e  leaders of the  union men. He 
spoke briefly , curtly , his  face ex­
pression less . A young  s t r ik e r  a t  
the  head of the  column argued  
w ith  him, w a r in g  h is  a rm s  fo r  
em phasis . The officer, immobile, 
expressionless, answ ered  back. In 
th e  ran k s  men shuffled  the ir  feet, 
ask ing  each o ther, ‘'W h a t’s going 
on?  W h a t  do they w a n t? ”

T E N  K IL L E D
T hen  came a  sound like f i r e ­

c rack e rs  popping, a  sound quite 
no rm al and n a tu ra l  u nder  th is  
F o u r th  of Ju ly  sun. B ut— in ­
credibly— men b e g a n  to fall. 
A m azem ent, bew ilderm ent sw ept 
' through the  ranks ,  d ispers ing  
them . The cops c h a rg ed  f i r ing  
th e i r  revolvers, c losing in I w ith  
f la i l in g  clubs. A m azem en t tu rned  
to  fea r ,  inaction  to f l igh t .  The 
■unarmed, help less  s t r ik e rs  fled 
th rough  the  fields. Men stum bled 
and  fell, s t a r in g  w ith  h o rro r  and 
disbelief a t  th e  b r ig h t  red blood 
th a t  poured  from  th e ir  bodies 
in to  the  sc rubby  w eeds and 
ru s ty  e a r th  of the  field. «

L a te r  i t  w as found  th a t  ten 
union men Tiad given th e ir  lives 
th a t  the  s tee lw orkers  should have 
th e  p ro tec tion  of a  union in  the 
steel p lant. Ten »were d e a d , 'b u t  
'nobody eve r  counted those th a t  
were wounded, fo r  m any o f  them 
Crept aw ay  to  nurse th e i r  wounds 
In  secre t  and  thus  avoid a r re s t .

T w en ty  y e a rs  ago i t  w as , time 
enough fo r  a baby to g row  into 
a  m an. M ay 30, 1937, the  day  otf 
•the M emorial D ay M assacre , i t  
w a s  long enough ago f o r  those 
dead  to  tu r n  to du s t  in the ir

g raves ,  fo r  th e ir  faces and  m an ­
nerism s to  'be fo rgo tten . Only 
' the ir  m em ory will live on in  the  
"labor movement. Call them  
heroes  i f  you will. Call them  m a r ­
ty rs ,  fo r  t h a t  js  w h a t  they  were. 
E u t  to  them  the se  te rm s  would 
seem s t ran g e .  T hey  made no d ra ­
matic  speechs, s t ruck  no d ram atic  
poses. T hey  w ere  men like you 
and. like me. T hey were m il i tan t  
■unionists who did n o t s t ru t  
th ro u g h  d ream s of g lo ry  b u t  
■merely did the  job  they  fe l t  they  
had to  do. T hey  stood in the  
ran k s  of the  A m erican labor 
movement. A nd  in th o se  ran k s  
they  fell.

FOR T H E  F U T U R E

B u t  i t  w as  n o t  fo r  th is  th a t  
th e y  died. T hey did no t lay do\vn 
th e i r  lives th a t  a s i lver-thatched, 
pompous leader  could s a u n te r  
a rm  in a rm  th rough  the  s tee l  
p lan ts1 witli the  head- o f  the com­
pany. T hey did no t die so the 
p re s id en t  of the  union could d raw  
an im m ense .salary and  live like 
an  em peror. T h e ir  sacrifice  w as 
not in tended to  c rea te  a labor 
movement in which the  le aders  
co l labora te  w ith com pany re p re 1- 
sen ta tives ,  p ro s t r a te  them selves 
before  labo r-ha t ing  Congress ion ­
al com mittees, conduct, w itch 
h u n ts  am ong th e ir  m em bersh ip  
and s tif le  union dem ocracy w ith  
th e  hand  o f  bureaucracy . I t  w as  
'not for th is  th a t  those ten  men 
died, bu t fo r  w ha t will come.

T hey  m arched  ou t and fell to 
build  a union fo r  th e  w orkers .  
T h ey  died fo r  so lidarity ,  fo r  
b ro the rhood . T hey  died fo r  you 
'and fo r  me, fo r  y o u r  kids and  
mine, fo r  the  woriring class, f o r  
th e  kind of labo r  m oyem ent we 
will build when the  w orke rs  
th row  put the fa k e r s  who have 
taken  i t  over today  like a well- 
pay ing  business. T hese heroes 
w ere  n o t  d ram atic ,  exceptional 
people. T h e y  w ere  ou r  b ro the rs ,  
w ho  in a  sudden m om ent w ere  
called upon to o ffe r  the ir  lives as 
p a r t  of the  m a so n ry  of which the  
labor m ovem ent is built.

W e sa lu te  th e ir  m em ory .

H-Bomb Test Opposition 
Mounts in Great Britain

suppor t ,  M ay 21, of the  E isen ­
how er M ideast Doctrine. F ive  
rep resen ta t iv es  of r i g h t  - w ing  
forces joined with Ben' Gurion 
in es tab lish ing  the  C abinet 
m a jo r i ty  on which th e  dec la ra ­
tion is based. T hus , the  Ben 
Gurion governm en t solidarizes 
i tse lf  w ith  an ti-Sem itic , feudal 
m onarchs  in the  M ideast who, 
in th e i r  roles as paw ns of U.S. 
im perialism , also su p p o r t  th is  
doctrine designed to  th w a r t  the  
A rab  independence m ovem ent 
and  secure U.S. B ig Business 
control of th e  M ideast.

*  *  *

SO U TH  A FR IC A  N EG R O E S 
will launch a nation-w ide boy­
co t t  of business  houses con­
trolled b y  m em bers  o f  the  
r a c is t  N a t io n a l i s t  p a r ty  w hich 
governs th a t  country . P lans  
w ere  announced by  leaders of 
the  pow erful A fr ican  N ationa l 
Congrfess in  Jo h an n esb u rg  M ay 
15. A successful boycott by over 
n ine million N egroes will p u t  
a  pa infu l bite  in to  th e  p ro f i t s  of 
th e  would-be “ m a s te r  race .”

T H E  ‘‘E T E R N A L  T R IA N ­
G L E ” is the  them e o f  a p lay  
“ Prescrip tion  fo r  H app iness” 
which is now a  sm ash  h i t  in 
Bucharest , Rum ania. T he  s igni­
ficance of this , according to  the  
M ay 19 N ew  Y ork  T im es is 
t h a t  th e  p lay  is  Completely 
devoid of official "“ line or
ideology” and up until  th ree  
m onths ago would n o t  have
reached  th e  s tag e  f o r  t h a t
reason . T he  T im es re p o r ts  th is  
as a* reflection  of a  genera l 
tren d  in  th e  field o f  a r t  in th a t  
country . I t  re p o r ts  fu r th e r  t h a t  
a t  a  recen t a r t  exh ib it only ten 
ou t of several hundred  w orks 
exhibited could be classified as 
S ta lin is t- insp ired  “ socialist r e a l ­
ism .” I t  also r e p o r ts  t h a t  ex­
hib its  of the  w orks of the  late, 
world-fam ed R um anian  sculptor. 
Brahcusi a re  no longer  confined 
to  exam ples o f  h is  early* re a l is t  
period b u t  now also include some 
o f  h i s  l a te r  ab s t rac t io n is t  
works. A bstrac tion  in a r t  had 
W en officially  condemned by 
(Stalin b b  “bourgeois decadence.”

By Peter Fryer

LON DO N — I should have liked 
to  w rite  th is  week about p leas- 
a h t  th in g s :  th e  children’s la u g h ­
te r  in K ensing ton  G ardens, the  
fabulous rhododendrons a t  Kew, 
the  .bustling  crowds a long  O x­
ford  S t r e e t  and Piccadilly— all 
the  l igh tness  and ga ie ty  and ex ­
pectancy and  magic of a Lon­
don sp r ing . But overshadowing 
every th ing  th is  week is the  evil 
mushroom  th a t  B ritish  b ra ins  
and  B rit ish  h an d s  ' called , in to  
life a t  C h r is tm as  Is lan d ; and it 
is im possible to  'write th is  piece 
w ithou t express ing  the  sham e 
th a t  m any  E nglishm en feel a t  
havijng Mailed ' to  p rev en t  th is  
new pollution of hu m an ity ’s air, 
th is  new b ligh ting  of fu tu re  g en ­
e ra tions .

E ng lishm en— and E ng lishw om ­
en. A thousand  women in 'black, 
borrow ing  a good idea from  the ir  
South A fr ican  s is ters ,  tr ied  in 
London la s t  weekend to s t i r  a 
na t io n ’s"— and a G overnm ent’s— 
conscience. T he ir  dem onstra tion  
Was d ram atic ,  b u t  the  decision 
h ad  a lready  been taken . B ritann ia  
m ay  no longei* ru le  the  waves, 
h u t  “o u r” p ride and “ou r” p res ­
tige  dem and th a t  we dem onstra te  
ou r  ab i lity  to  s c a t te r  f i l th  over 
th e  Pacific.

“OUR B A N G ”

“ O ur B ang ,” scream ed the 
headlines. Lord B eaverbrook’s 
Daily  E x p re ss  g loated over the 
w ay  the  J ap an ese  had been 
tr icked  into believing th a t  the 
te s t  would ta k e  place la te r ,  so 
t h a t  they  d id n o t have  tim e to 
send th e ir  pa the tic  li t t le  ships 
into the  a rea .  The E x p re ss  ran  
a cartoon show ing a grinn ing , 
t r iu m p h a n t  M acm illan  p ress ing  
th e  button,' while th ree  hands 
tr ied , b u t  fa iled, to  hold him 
•back; the  hands w ere  labelled 
“ C om m unists,” “'Socialists” and 
“A sia tics .” The lead -w rite rs  
g loried  in B r i ta in ’s enhanced b a r ­
ga in ing  pow er now th a t  h e r  pos­
session of th e  sup e r -d e te r ren t  
w as  established. One news item 
w en t  a l m o s t , unnoticed: t h a t  a 
Russian  sc ien tis t  had  adm itted  in 
a le t te r  to a  W est  G erm an ex ­
p e r t  on blood diseases th a t  the 
U SSR  has  a lready  200 su f fe re rs  
from  exposure to  radioactiv ity .

But M acmillan has qiade his 
mind up th a t  the te s ts  m u s t  go 
on. M acmillan sends “ personal 
co n g ra tu la t ions” to S ir  William 
Penny , d irec to r  o f  B r i ta in ’s 
A tom ic 'Weapons IResearch E s ta b ­
lishm ent. Macmillan w an ts  more, 
b igge r  and b e t te r  “ban gs”— de­
sp i te  the  news of a la rm ing  levels 
of s tron tium  90 concentra tion  in 
th e  bones of Welsh sheep ; d e ­
sp i te  the opinion of every  British 
scientist excep t 1 Lord Cherweil 
t h a t  children under five will 
reach s t ro n t iu m  dan g er  level by 
1970* if te s ts  go on a t  the  pres  
•ent ra te .  The p la in  f a c t  i s  th a t

B rita in ’s T o ry  G overnm en t nei« 
th e r  knows n o r  ca res  w ha t i t  is 
doing. T he  scientific co rrespond ­
e n t  o f  the  M anches te r G uard ian  
h a s  challenged in th e  p la ines t  
te rm s  th e  claim of M in is te r  o f  
Supply A ubrey  Jones  t h a t  the re  
w as  “very li t t le  con tam ina tion” 
from th e  B ritish  te s t— i.e. th a t  
th e  am oun t of rad ioactiv ity  re ­
leased w as sm all:  “His s ta te m e n t  
will ca rry  more conviction when 
some descrip tion  of the  scale on 
which ‘sm all’ i s  m easured  be ­
comes available .”

Public concern is  g r e a t— and 
g row ing  g re a te r .  T here  a re  p e t i ­
tions c ircu la ting . T here  is  ta lk  
o f  a p ro te s t  m arch  to the  H a r ­
well atomic en e rg y  es tab lishm ent 
n ea r  Oxford. M ost s ign if ican t of 
all, th e re  a re  sugges tions  of in ­
dustria l p ro te s t  ac tion— the on­
ly th in g  a t  the  m om ent, i t  seems, 
t h a t  would m ake the T o ry  Gov­
e rn m en t  f a l te r  in the  course i t  
h a s  embanked on. One London 
A m a lgam ated  E ng inee r ing  Union 
b ranch  h a s  proposed th is  to its  
un ion’s na t ional leadership .

OU T B E F O R E  1960

Much depends on the link ing  
of two slogans: “E nd  the  te s t s ” 
and  “O ut w ith  th e  T ories.” Two 
r a y s  of hope th is  week a re  th e .  
s t r ik in g  L abor P a r ty  successes 
in  the  municipal elections— a n e t  

gain  of 316 sea ts  w as  reg is te red  

— and the  res igna t ion  of e igh t 

T o ry  m em bers  of the  H ouse of 

Commons and one T o ry  m em ber 

of th e  H ouse of Lords, in p ro ­

t e s t  a g a in s t  th e ir  G o vernm en t’s 

“ appeasem en t” of N asser.  T hese  

defections from  th e  T o ry  ran k s  

a re  w idely believed to indicate  

the  onse t of a v e ry  deep crisis  

w ith in  t h a t  p a r ty .  T he  divisions 

a n d  d isunity  have aroused  hopes 

th a t  the T o ry  G overnm ent m ay  

he th row n  ou t of office long b e ­

fo re  I960, when the  n ex t Gen­

era l E lection  is due.

W ith  th is  prospect of an  ea rly  
re tu rn  o f  L abor to  office, the  

B ritish  L abor movement is faced 
w?ith th e  possible loss o f  the  

Daily  H erald , a  p ap e r  which ex ­

presses  ( thougli adm itted ly  w ith 
d is to r t ions  and in a f a r  from  
sa t is fac to ry  w ay ) th e  political 

policy of th e  L abor P a r ty  and 

the  indus tria l policy of the  T rad es  

Union Congress. A m erge r  be­

tween the  H erald  and the  L iberal 

N ew s Chronicle h a s  been under  

discussion. The loss of even th e  

Righ t-w ing , capitalist-ow ned D ai­

ly  H era ld  would w eaken the  f ig h t  

ag a in s t  the  Tories, and th e re  is  

profound disquiet, ' th roughou t the  

L abor m ovem ent ab o u t  th is  pos­

sibility.

By Theodore Kovalesky
I t  w as n o t fo r th is  th a t  they 

died, those ten  men: not fo r this, 
'but fo r w h a t  will come.

W r i te r s  like to dram atize  
death. A ctors and opera s ingers 
die m agnificen tly  tim e a f te r  time 
on the  s tag e  and befo re  the  cam ­
eras . And heroes s tr ide  sp lendid ­
ly th rough  the  pages  of best-se ll ­
ing  th r i l le r s ,  and  across the 
screens of millions of television 
se ts .

B u t  death  and  heroism  a re  not 
n e a r ly  so dram atic .  And where 
depth moves inevitably  and  in­
exorably  tow ard  the  t rag ed ian  of 
f ic tion , the man of flesh and 
blood m ay step  th is  w ay or th a t  
and  live or die accordingly. The 
living beir.g m ay die quite  sw if t ­
ly  and unexpectedly  w hen the 
Stage has n o t  been  se t  fo r  his 
pass ing . A nd the  hero  m ay  be 
narrow -shou lderéd  o r  bald  or 
homely. He may- no t have  rea l ­
ized he was a  hero, m ay no t have 
intended to be one until suddenly 
à m om ent dem ands heroism of 
h im  and he m eets  the  demand.

AMONG O UR R A N K S
W e of the  w ork ing  class are  

fldt heroic t6 oiir Way 6f th in k ­
ing. B u t  who knows w h a t  lies 
a h ead ?  W h a t  of th è  m ah  who 
da i ly  m unches his Sandwiches 
With you in the  b la s t  fu rnace



Gov't Again Harries 
Calif. Labor School

By Role Gale
SAN FRANCISCO — Early this month, tax agents 

of the Treasury Department seized and padlocked the 
California Labor School Properties a t 321 Divisadero
S tree t .  T h is  la te s t  h a ra ssm en t-  
cam e h a rd  on the  heels of the  
Subversive A ctiv ities C ontrol 
B oard  declara tion  th a t  th e  
school w as “ C om m unist domi­
na ted .”

T he big padlock on th e  f ro n t 
door is symbolic of th e  coopera ­
t ion  between governm ent ag en ­
cies in  th e ir  d rive  to  ex te rm ina te  
any1 dissen ting  political opinions.
F o r  m any  y e a rs  th e  California 
L a b o r  School ta u g h t  classes in 
M arx ism .

A s th e  d irec tors  of the school 
s ta te d  in  a  re cen t  p ress  release,
“T hou gh t (jontrol, a s  practiced  
by the  U nited S ta te s  Govern­
m e n t  these  days, is  a  rough, 
to u g h  proposition. As the. Cali­
fo rn ia  L abor School -has found 
ou t,  th e  idea is to  h i t  th e  victim 
fro m  all sides w ith  every th ing  
you  have.”

“W hen a  school re fu ses  to 
conform  to  th e  s tan d a rd s  im ­
posed by* b igo try , the f i r s t  th ing  
is  to h au l i t  before a  couple 
of red -h u n tin g  com m ittees, and 
th e n  to  g e t  i t  on the A tto rn ey - 
G en era l’s fam o u s  ‘l i s t . ’ H ave  its  
s tu d en ts  ta iled  by the  F B I.
F r ig h te n  aw ay  all bu t the  
bo ldest f inanc ia l con tributors,

tak e  aw ay  all ta x  exem ptions, 
soak  i t  fo r  back ta x es  under 
an  ex-post-facto  ru ling .

“H aul i t  before the Subversive 
A ctiv ities Control B oard  under 
th e  M cC arran  A ct and  find i t  to 
be C om m unist dom inated. P ro ­
mise a  com prom ise se t t le m e n t  
of ta x  difficulties and g e t  i t  to 
pay  money, and then  revoke the 
prom ise. F inally , send ou t a  
couple of bully boys to padlock 
the school fo r  the  ta x  lien.

“ T h a t’s th e  w ay they  se ttle  
the  question  of academ ic f r e e ­
dom !”

N E W  A V E N U E S
U nder the  combined assau l t  

described above, the California  
Labor School has  been forced to 
cease operations. However, o ther 
avenues have been opened in 
San Francisco  fo r  those seeking 
to discuss M a rx is t ,  ideas. The 
Independen t Socia lis t Forum , 
fo rm ed ' a  few  m onths- ago  in 
San F rancisco , w as followed by 
crea tion  of a  sim ilar fo ru m  in 
Berkeley. D espite all th e ir  e f ­
fo r ts ,  the  w itch -hun te rs  will not 
succeed in  s tam p in g  ou t th e  
discussion of Socialist ideas.

Spokesman for SWP Youth Debates 
YSL Representative in Los Angeles

By Della Rossa
T he  question  of “ W hat P ro ­

g ra m  fo r  R egroupm ent of S o ­
c ia lis t  Y o u th ?” |was debased May 
19 in  Los A ngeles a t  2936 W. 8th 
S tre e t .  (Peter Allan, C hairm an  of 
th e  Y outh  Com m ittee of the  Los 
A ngeles  Socia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  
w as opposed by  Bogdan Denitch, 
w ho is  on a  n a t io n a l  tour , as the 
N a tion a l F ie ld  R epresen ta tive  of 
th e  Young iSocialist League.

D enitch  m a in ta in ed  th a t  the  
an sw er  fo r  socialist you th  was to 
jo in  the .Socialist Party -S ocia l 
D em ocratic  F ed e ra t io n  while A l­
lan  proposed th a t  th e  Young So­
c ia lis t League, D enitch’s own o r ­
gan iza tion , b e  b u i l t  up a s  the fu ­
t u r e ‘ra l ly ing  cen te r  fo r  revolu­
t io n a ry  youth. This is, a lso the 
v iew point advocated  by the Left- 
W ing  Caucus of the YSL.

Denitch  re jec ted  the  idea of 
accep ting  Socia lis t W orkers  P a r ­
ty  youth  in to  Y SL  membership. 
H e re jec ted  w ith  equal force the 
idea  t h a t  the  Y SL be the  cen te r  
f o r  revo lu tion a ry  you th  on a p ro ­
g ra m  th a t  would include support 
f o r  all colonial revolutions
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...Mass Rally in Washington
(Continued from  page 1)

ca rs  of the  cha rte red  tra in , 
o thers  by  bus, p lane  and au to . 
I t s  rep resen ta t io n  f a r  su rpassed  
th a t  of a n y  o th e r  union in  N ew  
York o r  in  the  country . O ther  
la rg e  delegations from  New 
Y ork included 300 fro m  th e  
S leeping C a r  P o r te rs  and 300 
from  Local 3)0*2 C afe te r ia  W ork ­
ers . D ozens o f  o the r  unions were 
Represented and  while some in ­
dividual locals dis tinguished 
them selves by sending as  m any  
a s  100, much of the  re p re se n ta ­
tion  fro m  whoie d is tr ic ts  Was 
m erely  token, ran g in g  from  25 
down to two or threp . W ith  a 
few  honorable exceptions th is  
w as the  p a t te rn  of union p a r ­
tic ipa tion  fo r  te e  r e s t  of the 
country . C learly , th e  labor o f ­
ficialdom, w ith  the  exceptions 
cited, did n o t  e x e r t  any  e ffo r t  
to  back  th e  g re a te s t  an t i-J im  
Crow dem onstra tion  ever a t ­
tem p ted  by th e  N egro  people of 
th is  coun try . M ost top labor 
b u re a u c ra ts  ■ rem ained  s i l e n t  
ab o u t th e  m arch . Those, like 
R euther , who gave la s t  m inute  
lip serv ice to  it, did l i t t le  or 
n o th ing  to  fa c i l i ta te  p a r t ic ip a ­
tion.

T h is  cowardly behavior of 
the  A FL -C IO  leadersh ip  is  dic­
ta ted  by th e ir  a t te m p t  to 
preserve  the  unity  of the  Demo­
cra tic  Party!. A  g re a t  an ti-J im  
Crow dem on stra tio n  could no t 
bu t m ake m ore d ifficu lt the  
re la tio n  'o f  the  liberal D em o­
c r a t s  of th e  N orth  w ith  the 
dom inan t Sou thern  w ing of th e  
p a r ty .

T hough  the  audience was 
asked by the  d e m o n s tra t io n s  
chairm an, A. Philip  Randolph, 
n o t  to  app laud  the  • various 
speakers , i t  w as able to demon­
s t r a te  its  response to the  various 
sp eake rs  and  th e  th ings  they  
said by th e  w av ing  of hand ­
kerch iefs , new spapers , etc. F ro m  
such w av ing  i t  w as  c lear th a t  
the  speakers  ¡who evoked th e  
g re a te s t  en th us ia sm  w ere Con­
g re ssm an  A dam  C layton Powell

Calendar 
Of Events

New York
A m erican  Y outh fo r  Socialism

holds open m eetings every  
Tuesday n ig h t  a t  8:00 P.M., a t  
116 U n iv ers ity  P lace. A sh o r t  
business m ee ting  is followed by 
a n  in te re s t in g  educational d is ­
cussion. May 28. Shane M age, a 
g u e s t  speaker, will lead the dis­
cussion on “The A lgerian  S tru g ­
gle fo r  N ational Independence.”

and Rev. M artin  L u th e r  K ing. |
The frenzied  w aving  which 

broke into cheerihg  fo r  Powell 
m u s t  be a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  
m ilitancy  of h is  s ta tem en ts ,  fo r  
the  H arlem  C ongressm an’s 
repu ta tion  has  been considerably 
ta rn ished  in the  p a s t  y e a r  by 
his opportunistic  political zig ­
zags  and  ta x  scandals. D ec la r­
ing  he w as “sick and t i red ” of 
both th e  Republican and Demo­
cra t ic  P a r t ie s ,  Powell called fo r 
fo rm a tio n  of an  independent 
“ th ird  fo rce” fo r  political ac ­
tion. “W e m eet here  in  f r o n t  of 
the  Lincoln M em orial,” he said, 
“because we a re  g e t t in g  m ore  
f ro m  a  dead Republican th a n  we 
a re  g e t t in g  from  live D em ocrats 
and  live Republicans.” “A
th ird  force, non -p a r tisan  bu t 
defin ite ly  po li tica l” had  to be 
crea ted , he said, because of the 
basic dishonesty  and  increasing  
hypocrisy  of the  two big p a r t ie s  
and  because  the  N A A C P w as 
being driven underg round  in the  
South.

“ We can  th ro u g h  th is  th ird  
fo rce,” th e  N egro  C ongressm an 
explained, “ra ise  fu n d s  and
channel those  fun ds  to  the
N A A C P to continue i ts  m onu­
m enta l w ork. .  .  . We shall use 
o u r  techniques, based solely on 
pass ive  res is tance , na tionally  
and  locally w herever the  s i tu a ­
tion calls fo r  such  action —  
w ork stoppages, economic boy­
cotts , m ass dem onstra tions, sit-  
down s trikes , slowdowns, picket 
lines and above all, political 
un ity .”

K IN G  H IT S  BOTH P A R T IE S

The f ina l speake r  a n d  the  hero 
of the  occasion w as M ar tin  
L u th e r  K ing, leader  of th e  
M ontgom ery  boycott. “ In  th e  
m id s t  of th e  t rag ic  b reakdow n 
o f  law  and  o rder ,” he  declared, 
“ the  executive branch  of the  
g overnm ent is  all too s i len t and  
apa the tic .  In  the  m id st of the 
d espera te  need f o r  civil r ig h ts  
legislation, the  legisla tive b ranch 
of th e  governm ent is all too 
s t a g n a n t  an d  hypocritica l.”

M arx ist L abor School. A  series 
of classes from  8 to  10 P.M. every  
Monday n ig h t  un ti l  J u n e '10  on 
“The H is to ry  of A m erican  So­
c ialism ” led by Joyce  Cowley, 
SW P cand ida te  fo r  M ayor of 
'New York. To re g is te r  phone 
ALgonquirt 5-7852. 116 U niver­
s i ty  Place.

P a r t  of the early  a rr iva ls  a t  the Lincoln M em orial m ass 
m eeting  ag a in s t  J im  Crow held May 17. T here  w ere less than  
2.000 sea ted  like these. The re s t  of th e  “p ilg rim s” stood 
up th ro u g h o u t the  3 ) 6 -hour meeting, bu t i t  didn’t  w ilt th e ir  
sp irit .

. . .  BALTIMORE YOUTH
(C ontinued from  page  I )  

T h e  people s tan d in g  around  
agreed.

I w as asked ab ou t the  New 
York delegation and  the  people 
w ere  ex trem ely  p leased to h ea r  
t h a t  one union, D is t r ic t  65, had 
gone all ou t and  ch a rte red  a 
t r a in  fo r  the  event. I w as told 
th a t  th e re  would be some p a r ­
t ic ipa tion  from  w hite  persons in 
the  unions in the  -Baltimore dele­
gation . B u t when I took a la s t  
look ju s t  befoi'e the  buses pulled 
o u t,  m ine w as the  only w hite 
face  in the  crowd.

MANY Y O U N G  P E O P L E  

T he  g roup  here included all 
-ages b u t  w as predom inantly  
young, w ith  a lal’ge num ber of 
h igh  school s tuden ts .  T here were 
no  banners  or signs on the ten 
buses ,  each ca rry in g  a m aximum 
of 40 persons. M ost o f  the people 
f ro m  B altim ore , I w as told, 
would be go ing  directly  by au to ­
mobile or individually  on the 
read ily  accessible public t r a n s ­
porta tion .

On the ride to W ashington, 
th e re  w as lo ts of fr iend ly , serious 
ta lk , joking, m ostly  on J im  Crow, 
an d  som e hymn singing. I asked 
one of the h igh  school s tuden ts  
i f  she ’d had  any  d ifficu lty  g e t ­
ting- th e  day off from  school.
“ The te ache r  , sa id  no,” she re ­
plied. “T he te ache r  said i t  doesn’t  
-have an y th in g  to do w tih educa­
tion '-and-I couldn’t  have perm is­
sion , so I ’m ju s t  ab sen t today .” 
Her- dark ' eyes flashed , and . she 
looked older than  he r  yea rs  as 
she m u tte red  “ I th in k  i t  has 
som eth ing  to  do w ith  the  teach ­
e r ’s  education.”

I t  w as a busload of confident 
people. “ We’.ve asked over and 
over ag a in ,” sa id  a  nu rse  who

Detroiter Scores Labor Leaders 
For Failure to Get Behind March

E dito r:

I liked a lm o st eve ry th in g  in y ou r  issue before  the m a rch  
on W ashing ton . E x cep t one th in g : Y our acceptance of the  
hopped-up claim s of the labor and  N A A C P  b u re a u c ra ts  about 
how much they  w ere doing in places like D e tro i t  to* g e t  a  big 
tu rn o u t  and how they  w ere go ing  to g e t  la rg e  num bers  (the  
fig u re  used fo r  D etro i t  was LOOO).

My aim is n o t to belittle  th e  significance o f  the  real 
tu rno u t,  and especially th e  tu rn o u t  f ro m  the  South. T hough  n o t  
as big as  the  fo recas ts ,  i t  w as very  good, b e t te r  th a n  an y th in g  
a ttem pted  in  the  pas t , and qu ite  s ign ifican t.

B u t I  th ink  you should be on g u a rd  n o t  to accep t u n su p ­
ported claims. The t r u th  is t h a t  th e  tu rn o u t  f ro m  D etro i t  w as 
a d isgrace  —  perhaps  100. The U A W  In te rn a t io n a l s a t  on th e  
th in g  until abou t a  week before th e  p ilg rim age, and  then  i t  
couldn’t  have done less unless i t  tr ied  to  do less. A s a  resu lt ,  
the  delegations sen t by the  b ig  locals w ere  p i t i f u l  —  so- sm all 
th a t  I ’m a lm ost a sham ed  to give f ig u res .  T he  N A A C P ’s usual 
o rgan iza tional incompetence also w as on display.

Lessons: (1) Don’t  believe th e  b u r e a u c r a t s o n  claim s of 
th is .k ind . T hey’ve become so rou tin ized  th a t  they  can ’t  organize 
some th in g s  even when they m a y  w a n t  to. (2) T he rad ica ls  and  
m ili tan ts  a re  p a r t ly  to blam e too. They should have been 
p u tt in g  h e a t  on the  leaders  and  in  the  locals long before  the  
la s t  week. I f  they  had, i t  would have been ex trem ely  easy  to 
send over 1,000 de lega tes  fro m  th is  city.

G. B. ■
D etro it,  Mich.

CIO Official Urges Negro 
Bid for Detroit Council

By Sarah Lovell
Socialist C andidate  fo r  M ayor

DETROIT, May 19 — Alex Fuller, vice president of 
the Wayne County CIO, is quoted in yesterday’s Detroit 
edition of the Pittsburgh Courier as say ing : '“The Negro
com m unity  o u g h t  to g e t  to g e th e r  
and  select one am ong our ranks 
to run  fo r  the  Common Council.”

H e’s r ig h t .  N egroes now repre-

SA R A H  LOVELL

s e n t  about one-fifth  o f  ou r  c i ty ’s 
popula tion , but th e  Common 
Council is stil l lily-white. I f  the  
c ap i ta l is t  p a r t ie s  w e ren ’t  p e r ­
m eated  with racial pre jud ice , the 
N eg ro  com m unity  would have 
Svon some sea ts  on th e  Council a 
long tim e  ago. ,

In  my speeches to the unions, 
’I have been u rg in g  th e  labor 
■movement to recognize the r ig h t  
'of the  N egro  people to rep resen ­
ta tion  a t  all levels of govern ­
m en t,  inc luding th e  Common 
Council. In  a sk in g  the  unions to 
call a  conference to  nom ina te  an 
independen t s la te  fo r  th e  city  
elections th is  year,  I have  urged 
th a t  in te re s ted  N eg ro  o rgan iza ­
tions be invited  to  p a r t ic ip a te  in 
th e  conference and  th a t  room ibe 
m ade on the s la te  fo r  re p re se n ta ­
tives of the  N e g ro  community.

B u t th e re  is no reason  why the 
ac tion  of the  N egro  com m unity 
should  depend on the  ac tion— or 
inaction— of the  labor movement. 
T h e  principle of N egro  re p re ­
sen ta tion  in  office has a 'v a l id i ty  
of i t s  own-.

I  ag ree  w ith  Alex F u lle r  th a t

th e  N egro  com m unity  should get 
to g e th e r— soon, because the final 
f i l in g  da te  fo r  candidates  is Ju ly  
'27— and select one or m ore cand i­
da tes  to ru n  fo r  the  Common 
Council.

T he  m os t dem ocratic  and the 
m os t effective way of m aking  
'such a selection, in my opinion, 
'would be the  calling  of a confer­
ence o f  all colored organ iza tions 
in the  city  in te res ted  in the  city 
elections.

In  th is  w ay  not only could a 
p la tfo rm  be w orked out, b u t  the 
‘whole w e ig h t  of the N egro  com­
m u n i ty  could b e  p u t  behind one 
or more cand idates  c learly  re p re ­
sen t ing  th e  com m unity . C andi­
da tes  selected in th is  w ay would 
'be b e t te r  able to  solicit the  sup ­
p o r t  of the labor m ovem ent, and 
would be d is tingu ishab le  from  
se lf-seek ing  individuals who re p ­
re s e n t  only themselves.

-Not only socialists, bu t th e -o r ­
ganized labor m ovem ent could he 
induced to sup po r t  genuinely  r e ­
p re sen ta t iv e  cand idates  of the 
N egro  com m unity . As F u lle r  said, 
“We in th e  lab o r  m ovem ent a re  
ex trem ely  in te res ted  in 1 ob ta in ­
in g  u n an im ity  or n ea r-ag reem en t  
on a possible (N egro ) cand idate .”

W ith  tim ely  jaction, N eg ro  r e ­
p re sen ta t io n  in D etro i t’s  g o v e rn ­
m e n t  can be won th is  yeaf. E v ­
e ry  enem y o f  J im  Crow, w hite 
an d  colored, should be w orking 
'energetica lly  now to  b ring  th is  
about.

ag a in s t  im perialism  irrespective  
of th e  ch a rac te r  of the  le ad e r ­
sh ip  a t  an y  g iven time.

‘‘The fu n d am en ta l  d ispu te ,” 
A llan said, “ is betw een those  who 
believe th a t  cap ita lism  can be r e ­
fo rm ed  and  slowly induced- or 
m aneuvered  in to  socialism and 
those who hold th a t  only th e  in ­
dependent poli tica l action of the 
w ork ing  class  in  uncom promising 
opposition to the cap ita l is t  class 
h a s  a  chance fo r  es tab lish ing  so­
cialism.”

R EG K O U PM E N T  PO SSIB L E

“ I t  is  now possible,” A llan  
said, “fo r  revo lu tionary  socialists 
who haive a lw ays opposed the 
coun te r-revo lu tionary  teachings 
of S ta lin ism  and the  class-colia- 
bo ra tion is t policies of the Social 
D em ocracy to reach  ho nest  social­
is ts  in these  m ovem ents and  g e t 
them  to g ive se r ious  th o u g h t  to 
revo lu tionary  ideas th a t  they 
w ere taug-ht to  believe w ere anti- 
socialist.”

Gordon C arey, independent so­
cialist -and pacifis t,  'was m odera ­
to r  of the  debate.

.. .Attack on 
Am. Forum

(Continued from  page  1)

sw if t ly  to  h is  l i s t  of subversive 
o rgan iza tions .” T he  S ena te  Com­
m itte e  obliged w ith  th e  su b ­
poenas w ith in  72 hours .

T H E  T IM E S, TOO 
A n  edito ria l th e  sam e day  in  

the  N.Y. T im es p ursues  th e  sam e 
M cC arthy ite  them e in  som ew hat 
lo f t ie r  language . I t  d eclares: 
“A ny o rgan iza tion  which p e rm its  
th e  C om m unists  to w eaken or 
b reak  th e ir  p a s t  isolation  front 
th e  m a in  s t re a m  of our society 
does both our country  and  the 
cause  of socialism a disservice.” 

W hile  announcem ent of fo rm a ­
t io n  of the  A m erican  F o ru m  
cam e, M ay 13, the  N . Y. H era ld  
T ribune  w aited  un ti l M ay 19 to 
th row  i t s  m ud bucket on the o r ­
gan iza tion . A long w ith  i t s  ap ­
pa ren tly  exclusive announcem ent 
of th e  ac tion  of the  E a s t la n d  
com m ittee , i t  h ad  a  special t r e a t ­
m en t on the  A m erican  F o ru m  by 
H e rb e r t  Philbrick .

A lth ough  the  T ribune had  the  

t e x t  o f  th e  A m erican  F o ru m ’s  

-press release, Ph ilb rick  chose to 

quote the  s ta te m e n t  as  repor ted  

in the  Daily W orker in a clumsy 

e f fo r t  to estab lish  t h a t  p ap e r  and 

the  C om m unist P a r ty  as  the  

po in t of orig in  of th e  new group .

H is  a t te m p t  to  prove th e  “red  

f r o n t” n a tu re  of A m erican  Forum  

included such  gem s as  th e  fa c t  

th a t  the  sec re ta ry  of th e  fo rum , 

Sidney Lens, “conveniently lives 

in  Chicago, which has  also been 

des igna ted  by th e  C om m unists  as 

th e  location of the ir  na tiona l 

h ead q u a r te rs .” Lens, of course, is 

widely known as  a  long-tim e op­

ponent of th e  C om m unist P a r ty .

S P  R O LE

A  p a r t ic u la r ly  n au sea t in g  

a spec t of the a t ta c k  has been the 

part ic ipa tion  in i t  of the Social­

i s t  P a rty -S oc ia l D em ocratic  F e d ­

era tion . In  a  May 18 le t te r  to 

th e  N . Y. Tim es, H e rm an  S inger, 

SP -S H F  na tiona l sec re ta ry , s ta te s  

th a t  A m erican  F o ru m  ‘‘is  no t 

rep re sen ta t iv e  of S o c i a l i s t  

th o u g h t  in  A m erica” 1 because i t s  

spokesm en a re  n o t  p a r t  of the 

S e c o n d  In te rna t io na l .  (B u t 

F rench  ex -P rem ier  Guy Mollef, 

bu tcher of the  A lge rian  people, 

is  a  m em ber in  good s tan d in g  of 

th a t  o rgan iza tion .)  S inger fu r-  

- ther a s se r ts  “The A m erican  F o ­

rum  has  no r ig h t  to  employ the 

nam e  socialism if  i t s  m embers 

include spokesm en fo r  th e  Com­

m unist P a r ty .”

K ing  told h is audience th a t  
bo th  b ig p a r t ie s  had  betrayed  
th e  cause of jus tice . “The Demo­
c ra ts  have  be trayed  i t  by 
cap i tu la tin g  to  th e  prejudices 
and  undem ocratic  p rac tices  of 
the  Sou thern  D ix iecrats . The 
R epublicans have  'betrayed i t  by 
cap i tu la tin g  to  th e  b la ta n t  
hypocrisy  of r igh t-w ing , reac ­
tionary  N o rth e rn e rs .”

T here  is no question  b u t  th a t  
th e  p ray e r -p ilg r im ag e  March, on 
W ash ing to n  w as a  success even 
though  th e  tu rn o u t  fe ll f a r  sh o r t  
of the 50,000 i t s  in i t ia to rs  had 
se t  as  the  o rig inal goal, and  of 
the  100,000 which some of the  
N eg ro  v new spapers  predicted. 
The ac tu a l a t tend an ce , is no t 
defin ite ly  known. I t  certa in ly  
exceeded th e  15,000 est im a te  
m ade by! th e  W ash ing ton  police 
au th o rit ie s  who have a  political 
axe  to  g r in d  by belittling  i t .  
T h i  e s t im a te  of the  dem o n s tra ­
tion’s  sponsors  is 27,000, while 
the  New York A m sterd am  N ew s 
claim s 35,000. A  reasonable  
e s t im a te  would seem  to  be 
som ew hat over 25,000.

Such an  assem blage  f r m  d is ­
ta n t  cities is no m ean  accom­
p lishm en t,  especially  w hen i t  is 
k e p t  in  mind th a t  i t  w as held 
on a  w ork  day  —  which made 
a t tendance  d ifficu lt and expen ­
sive and  in nfiany cases m ade  
the pripe of a ttendance  loss of 
one’s  job. ,

H IG H  M O RA LE

A n o th e r  m easure  of th e  suc­
cess is. th e  e ffec t th e  whole 
m arch  had  on those who p a r ­
tic ipa ted  in it. T he v a s t  throng- 
glim psed i t s  own s t re n g th  when 
united  in  action . T h a t  i t  had 
been able to accomplish a  n a ­
tional m obilization in  the  n a ­
t io n ’s cap ita l in i tse lf  gave  a 
trem endous l i f t  to  th e  m orale 
of those who w ere there . Then 
th e re  is th e  political p ressu re  
fo r  civil r ig h ts  t h a t  such  a  
g re a t  p ro te s t  m ee ting  exerts .

M oreover, m a n y  valuable 
lessons can  be learned from  th is 
f i r s t  M arch  on W ash ing ton  fo r  
im proving those th a t  a re  bound 
to ' follow. The lim ita tions a 
w eek-day places on a t tend ance  
should be f i rm ly  k ep t in mind. 
Much im provem ent can  also be 
made in organ iz ing  the  tu rnou t.  
The N egro  churches, fo r  ex­
am ple, seem to have done a 
much b e t te r   ̂ job  th a n ,  the  
N A A C P in organ iz ing  contin ­
g en ts  fo r  the p ilgrim age. The 
very sm all a t tendance  from 
W ash ing ton , D. C. and  B a lt i ­
more, only an hour aw ay, 
show s th e  fa ilu re  to  explain to 
the  m ass of people t h e -  im ­
portance  of the  m arch.

K EY  TO U NIO N  BACKING
The p ra y e r  fo rm  of m eeting 

should no t become a  perm anen t 
pa t te rn . When a  politician like 
E isenh ow er o r  the  D ix iecra ts  

who contro l Congress need the 

h e a t  p u t  on th em  i t  is m ost 

effec tive  to  apply  i t  d irec tly  to 
them  ra th e r  th a n  p e rm it t in g  

them  —  a s  one 'Negro new s­

p ap e r  p u t  i t  — .to  sh if t  som e of

th e  responsib ility  onto God if  
th e y  re fu se  to act.

F inally , i t  is in th e  ran k s  of 
labor th a t  a re  to  be found the  
f i rm e s t  and  m ost pow erfu l 
allies o f  th e  N eg ro  people. To 
o rgan ize  in  th e  ran k s  of the  
un ions an  a lliance of m ili tan t

w hite  and N egro  w o rke rs
dedicated to  th e  f ig h t  ag a in s t  
J im  Crow is th e  key  to  th ro w ­
ing  la b o r’s  m igh ty  s t re n g th
behind th e  n ex t  M arch on W ash ­
ing ton  o r  behind, w hatever
o th e r  action th e  N eg ro  freedom 
f ig h te r s  deem necessary .

w orks in a  B altim ore hospital, 
“ to  be t r e a te d  like h um an  beings. 
Now we a re  going s t r a ig h t  to 
W ashing ton  and  ask  aga in .” 

“Do you th ink  the  politicians 
wiH lis ten  th is  t im e ? ” I asked. 
“ God will l is ten ,” she said. She 
told of h e r  w ork in the hospital. 
Of the seg reg a ted  w ashroom s fo r  
N egro nurses, of n u rs in g  white 
p a t ie n ts— “and  they  apprecia te  
i t  too,”— but of 'being unable to 
g e t  w h ite  help fo r  N egro  -wards 
even, in  an  em ergency, of the low 
w ages  in sp ite  of the  h a rd  work 
and  long and expensive tra in ing , 
and  of the  a rg u m en ts  she had had 
w ith  the  hospita l adm in is tra tion  
over these th ings. “ God has a l ­
w ay s  g iven me s t r e n g th ,” she 
said, “H e’ll listen  to us, and w e’ll 
■change those th ings .”

NO CRO SSES BURNING

T h e  bus en te red  W ashington , 
w inding  th rough  the  s t re e ts  and 
parks .  Some people on the s tree ts  
w aved. A young w hite  man stood 
on a corner wearing, a confed­
e ra te  h a t .  O ther Ibuses appeared , 
some w ith  b anners  on th e ir  sides 
from  church and  union g roups  in 
th e  N o rth ,  South and  Midwest. 
A pa rt icu la r ly  la rg e  one said, 
“ The T ra n sp o r t  W orkers  Union 
S u ppo rts  Civil R igh ts .”

“ I don’t  see no crosses b u rn ­
ing  around here ,” someone sa id .

W e parked  in a long row  of 
buses s loping u-p the curved road 
to  th e  Lincoln M emorial. We 
w alked  the  la s t  ha lf  mile min­
g ling  w ith  the  o the r “p ilg rim s” 
who appea red  in th e  same 
smiling, orderly , holiday mood. 
The m eeting  had ju s t  begun. U n ­
able to g e t  closer because of the 
crowd, we s tood  fo r  over th ree  
hours  in th e  a sp h a l t  road  a hu n ­
dred y a rd s  f ro m  the  M onum ent

I m a in ta in in g  th e  sam e mood with 
w hich we had arrived,

M IXED  R EA C TIO N
1 es tim ated  a t  le a s t  25,000 p e r ­

sons presen t. A w hite  policeman 
whom I asked said 18,000, bu t 
th a t  he couldn’t  be  su re ,  since 
the re  w as no one po in t from  
which the  en t ire  crow d could be 
viewed. I asked m any people d u r ­
ing  the ’ m ee ting  w h a t  they 
th o u g h t  of the  tu rnou t. A  num ­
ber of w hite  persons, some of 
whom I recognized from, the  la ­
bor and socialist m ovem ents, ex- 
'pressed some d isappo in tm en t 
t h a t  the  crowd did n o t  come up 
'to the  50,10100 an tic ipated . No N e ­
g ro  to whom I spoke, however, 
seem ed  disappoin ted . One man 
sa id :  W hen Duke E lling ton  came 
to  H ouston I though t th a t  w as 
a  crowd, but th is  is th ree  tim es 
'th a t .  T his is beyond all my ex­
pectations. I d idn’t  know so many 
people would s tand  up and be 
counted. Now I ’m going to  walk 
four  miles to  w here I had  to p a rk  
m y ca r  and drive  back to Hous­
to n  and tell them  about it.”

A f te r  th e  m eeting , back a t  the 
Ibuses, th e  B alt im ore  people 
seemed pleased. “ The o the r  kids 
will wish they ’d been here ,” said 
■a h igh school s tuden t.  “You’ll 
have  som eth ing  to  tell your 
g randchild ren ,” said  an oldster, 

.“ I ’m glad I lived to see it. I t  was 
a n  h is toric  event.” “ Now if  n o th ­
ing  happens,” said one of the 
m il i tan t  p reachers, “we’ll give 
■them a few  • days and  s t a r t  o r ­
g an iz in g  an o th e r  one.” “T h a t ’s 
th e  w ay ,’’ several people said. “ I t  

w as a good crowd,” said one 

tho ugh tfu l man. “ I ’ve never been 

to  a s  big  a  m eeting  on civil 

r ig h ts  before. Nobody has .”


