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Comrade Chairman and

Comrades: As the chairman

has indicated. and as many of you know, a speech about
the Soviet Union is not & new experience for me. In fact,

1 have been talking about it ever &—

sinee 1917, and always from the
same point of view,

I wish to begin my remarks
tonight by restating the opinion
I have held about the Soviet Un-
ion ever since it first arose out
of the revolution 39 years ago,
and by presenting my creden-
tials to talk once again about
the great new things that have
been happening there — to an
audience which, 1 take it, is
friendly as I am, to the Soviet
Union, and believes as I do, that
thie interests and the destiny of
the international working class
are indissolubly bound up with
the interests and destiny of the
Soviet Union.

We Trotskyists regard the
Russian Revolution of 1917 as
the great dividing line in human
history. Ascending world capital-
ism came to a halt there, met
with its first defeat, and entered
into its decline. The Russian
Revolution signalized the real
beginning of humanity’s march
to the higher and better order
of socialism. All social progress
in modern times dates from No-
vember 7, 1917,

We Trotskyists are interna-
tionalists. We have always re-
garded the Russian Revolution
not as an end in itself, but as
the starting point of the world-
wide socialist revolution. For
that reason, from that socialist
infernationalist standpoint, we
have been partisans and defen-
ders of the Soviet Union and the
Russian Revolution w hi¢ h
brought it into existence, ever
since 1917.

Everything that has happened
mn the 39-year evolution of the
Soviet Union has always had a
burning interest for us. from
that internationalist socialist
point of view. Everything we
have said and done, either in
praise or in criticism, in all the
intervening time, has been gov-
erned by the single criterion:
What is good for the Revolution,
for the defense of the Soviet
Union, for the extension of the
revolution throughout the world?

That was our criterion in de-
fending the revolution in its first
difficult years when the com-
bined imperialist nations tried
to strangle it in the cradle.

That was our criterion in 1928
when we first came out in sup-
port of the Left Opposition in
the Russian Party in the inter-
nal struggle against the bureau-
cratic degeneration of the revo-
lution under Stalin. The Left
Opposition fought under the
great slogans of Soviet Demo-
cracy, Industrialization and Rev-
olutionary Internationalism, It
stood for ‘the defense of the So-
viet Union by the policy of in-
ternational class struggle.

We were governed by the same
criterion — what is good for the
Soviet Union and for its exten-
sion throughout the world — in

the 30’s when we denounced the
Moscow Trials as frame-ups and
protested against the physical
extermination of the Old Bol-
sheviks who were the victims of
those trials.

We bring the same ecriterion,
the same basic point of view
about the Soviet Union, to the
present consideration of the new
revelations now coming out of
Moscow about the monstrous
crimes of Stalin and Stalinism.
We discuss them as partisans
and defenders of the Soviet Un-
ion. I state that by way of in-
troduction to establish the theme
of all I have to say tonight.

L

The mnews coming from the
20th Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union rep-
resents progress in all respects.

In the first place, the economic
reports show the tremendous de-
velopment. of the productive for-
ces of the Soviet Union, includ-
ing its military potential. Thanks
to the revolution, and the new
social system of nationalized
property and planned economy
created and made possible by the
revolution, the Soviet Union is
no longer a backward country.
In industrial development it
stands second only to the United
States, and its rate of produc-
tive development is greater than
that of the United States.

In the second place, the 20th
Congress occurred at a moment
when the exiension of the revo-
lution and the abolition of capi-
talist property forms in East-
ern Kurope and in China, and
the rising. tide of the colonial
revolution, coincide with innu-
merable weaknesses and disloca-
tions in the world capitalist front.
This combination of cireumstan-
ces has greatly improved the po-
sition of the Soviet Union in
relation to the imperialist pow-
ers. Thanks to this extension of
the revolution, the Soviet Union
1s no longer isolated and, sur-
rounded in a e¢apitalist world.
_In international relations to-
day the Soviet Union obviously
leads not from weakness but
from strength, It is the strength
of the Soviet Union that com-
pelled the imperialist powers
headed by the United States to
pause before the reckless gamble
of a military attack, which has
been the central feature of their
world program for a long time.

And finally, the events of the
20th Congress represent pro-
gress because a part of the truth
of what has been going on in-
side the Soviet Union for a long
time, to undermine it and en-
danger it — a part of the truth
that was revealed at the 20th
Congress for the first time, and
truth is always the ally of pro-
gress.

In the new revelations, and
others that are yet to come, we

(Continued on page 2)
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Civil Liberties
Gains Follow
Kutcher Case

By George Lavan

June 26th was a red letter day
on the civil liberties calendar for
1956. It was the day on which
James Kutcher, the legless World
War II veteran, returned to work
in the Newark branch of the Vet-
erans Administration. For eight
years Kutcher's case has been
one of the key civil liberties
fights because he challenged the
very bhasis of the witch hunt by
openly admittine membership in
an organization which had been
arbitrarily placed on the At-
torney General's list.

Ki teher's wvicvory is the first

of its kind. Other victims of the
loyalty purge that have gotten
their jobs back have done so in
cases where they were able to
estabiish that they were vietims
of msitaken identity or had not
been “guilty” of the thoughts or
associations alleged against
them.
Kirteher, however, never once
backed down on his socialist be-
liefs or membership in the So-
cialist Workers Party in the
course of the long fight in which
his job was taken away and his
home and his pension threatened
by the witch hunters.

SOCIAL SECURITY CASE

Another heartening victory on
the civil liberties front was the
ruling of the Social Security
Administration that aged former

employes of the Communist Party

and their sorvivors and depend-
ents had been illegally deprived
of their pensions. The ruling
came in the cases of William Z.
Foster, - 75 - yvear old national
chairman of the CP, 74-year old
Jacob Mindel, 70-year old Mrs.
Mindel and three others.

All of these had been depmived
of their tiny social security pen-
sions on the witch-hunt charge
that they had been employed by
a “foreign’” government. All had
heen employes. or were widows
of emyployes, of the CP nationally
or locally. Tor 20 wyears the
Social Security had  deducted
taxes from their wages for pen-
sions. The pensions were stopped
some months ago and the gov-
ernment orderved (he victims to
pay back what they had already
reeeived in pension benefits,

One of the crudest frame-ups
in American history appears to
have been ended by the Kentucky
Court of Appeals decision in the

(Continued on page 3)

Legleés Veteran Sends
Letter to Supporters

[James Kutcher, the legless
veteran, who was fired from his
civil service job in 1948 for ad-
mjtted membership in the Seo-
cialist Workers Party, has ad-
dressed the following letter to
all who helped him carry on the
fight which this month culmin-
ated in his being restored to his
joh, — Ed.]

June 26, 1956
Dear Friend:

Today I went back to work as
a clerk in the Newark branch
of the Veterans Administration.
It is very difficult for me to
express adequately my emotions.
I am filled not only with per-
sonal happiness at being vindi-
cated and having a job again
but with a feeling that through
me something more important —
American civil liberties — has

won a victory. I hope my case
will now serve as an important
legal precedent for others who
have been victimized and smear-
ed solely because of their poli-
tical views.

GRATEFUL FOR HELP

I would not have regained my
job if it hadn’t been for the help
which you gave individually or
through your organizations to
the Kutcher Civil Rights Com-
mittee, I want to thank you for
that help from the depths of my
heart. Not only did your con-
tributions nvake possible the
eight years of legal struggle,
which I could not otherwise have
afforded. but it was the main
thing that sustained my morale
in periods of discouragement.

It was a wonderful thing in
the course of the past eight
years to receive repeated proof
that the labor movement. and

liberal defenders of civil liber-
ties were behind me — that 1|
wasn't waging a lonely erusade.
This proof came in the form of
personal letters, contributions,
public statements, and resolu-
tions, meetings, invitations to
speak betore union and other
organizations and many a per-
sonal word of encouragement.

WILIL, HELPP OTHERS

I wish to thank all of you for
what you have done to bring
about today’s victory; all the in-
dividuals, the labor movement
and all other groups who helped.
I also want to assure you that
my interests in democratic rights
will not end now that my own
have been restored. 1 intend to
take my place in your ranks.
as a supporter and fighter for
the liberties and rights of others.

Gratefully Yours,

®

Trotskyist Leaders Challenge
CP Heads to Public Debates

More Open

“I invite a debate with

Party, last night at a sympo-
sium in Brooklyn. “Funthermore
my party hails such a free, gtve
and take discussion as thi§ hela
tonight and urges that in the

Will Back Dobbs
Says McAvoy At
Brooklyn Meeting

NEW YORK, June 25 — “]
shall cast my vote for the So-
cialist Workers Party in the

1956 presidential elections,"” de-
clared Clifford T. McAvoy, 1953
candidate of the American Labor
Party for Mayor of New York

Jramatic and unexpected declara-
“on of sunpont of Farrell Dobbr
and Mwvra T. Weiss, the SWI
standard bearers, in the coursc
~f a speerh on the symposimy
subject — Working Class Policy
‘the 1056 Kleetions, (A ful
reper! on the symmosium appear:
lscwhore in this issue.)

MODEL FOR OTHERS

In coming out for the SWP
ticket, McAvoy made it clear
that he had disagreements with
some of the party’s positions,
Specifically, he did not agree
with the foreign policy planl;.
Nonetheless, he said, he would
support the SWP in 1956 be-
rause it offered working people
the only alternative to voting for
‘he Big Business major parties.

Farrell Dobbs. the SWP candi-
date for president, whe was ome
of the speakers at the sympo-
winm, thanked McAvqy for his
statement of  suppoert as 2
significant  political  act  svhich
would aid in promotling an effes-
tive socialist campaign in 1956,
He urged that others who also
were not in full agreement with
the SWP but could not stomach
the Democratic or Republican

in

James Kutcher

parties. to follow McAvoy's ex-

at a symposium last night in

Brooklyn.

MicAvoy, long prominemt o
the labor movement and sub-
sequently  a leader of  the
Progressive DParty, wade his,

Brooklyn Symposium
Stimulates Call for

Discussion

By John Thayer

Eugene Dennis, general sec-

retary of the American Communist Panty,” declared Far-
rell Dobbs, national secretary of the Socialist Workers

=

]coming period they be held on
the widest possible scale.”

In Los Angeles a similar eall
was voiced a week earlier by
James P. Cannon, SWP national
chairman, Addressing a meeting
on “Khrushchev's Report on
Stalin,” he said: “We are heart-
ily in favor of a full and free
discussion among all people and
all tendencies friendly to the So-
wviet Union and professing devo-
tion to the socialist ideal. We
hope and believe that out of such
a discussion, a full and free and
unregulated discussion, can come
a new understanding among hon-
est, socialist-minded workers, a
new solidarity, so long disrupt-
ed by Stalinism, and a regroup-
ment in an honest party of
American socialism.”

TOUR SPEAKERS

The symposium at which
Dobbs spoke was on Working
Class Policy in ‘the 1956 Elec-
sions and was sponsored by the
3rooklyn Compass Club. Four
speakers participated: David
Goldway, executive secretary of
‘he Jefferson School: Clifford
I'. McAvoy, former candidate of
the American Labor Party (New
York section of the Progressive
Party); Dr. W. E. B. DuBois,
distinguished historian and edu-
cator; and Farrell Dobbs, SWP
presidential candidate. Following
presentation by the speakers of
their various viewpoints there
was an hour-long question per-
iod, then each speaker made a
brief summation,

The order of speakers, chosen
by lot, put Dobbs first. (His
presentation speech appears else-
where in this tssue.)

ADVOCATES BOYCOTT
Second speaker was Dr. Du-
Bois. “Admil, then, my friends,”
he argued “thal for 1956 at least
we are licked as far as presi-
fential candidates are concerned.
Rig RBusiness will nominate the
candidates, Big Business will
screen the news and write the

editorials. Radio and television,
owned by Big Business, will con-
luet  the campaign. The FBI

(Continued on page 4)

wm John G.

By Art Preis
World Trotskyism has suffered a grievous loss with
the death on June 21 of John G. Wright, pen-name of
Joseph Vanzler. Foy almost a quarter century he had been

one of the ablest and most ®

devoted defenders of Marxism,
the science of 'the emancipation
of the working class. He taught
revolutionary youth the meaning
and value of the great liberating
theonies of scientific socialism,
His devobed wife Doris was
with him at his sudden, tragic
end. He had been ill for six
months but hope was held for
his recovery. He collapsed of
heart failure in his home last
Thursday, Emergency aid was
quickly summoned. But the use
of oxygen and a pulmotor were

in vain. He leaves a four-year
old som.
He was a close collaborator

with the great Bolshevik leader
Leon Trotsky during the latter's
last years. As (he translator of a
number of Trotsky's works,
Comrade Wright made available
to the English-speaking world
gome of the most invaluable
writings of the Bolshevik genius.

MARXIST SCHOLAR

Since 1933, when he officially
entered ithe Trotskyist move-
ment, Usick, as he was affec-

tionately known to his comrades,
contributed hundreds of articles
to the American and international
Trotskyist press. To his volumi-
nows mass of writing and -
numerable educational lectures,
Wright brought an encyclopedic
grasp of international affairs
and a thovough-going knowledge
of the works of Marx, Engels,
Lenin, Trotsky, and many other
socialist. thinkers.

But the field to which he con-
tributed most was the study and
aralysis of the Soviet Union
and ‘the Stalinist bureaucracy,
especially since 1940. He was
without a peer in  uncovering
developments in  the Soviet
Union, following the moves of
the Kremlin and giving the
revolutionary socialist movement
a factual insight into the historic
events and changes taking place
in the first, though degenerated,
workers state.

Wiright was born in Samuar-
leand, in  the oriental panrt of
Cparist Russia, about 52 years
ago. He never kmew the precise
date of his birth. He came with

JOHUN G. WRIGHT

his family to the Unmited States
when he was twelve years old.

By dint of great effort, he
secured a formal education and
graduated from Harvard Univer-
sitv as a specialist in colloidal

chemistry. He had a mprofound
grasp of mathematics and

throoghout his adult life closely
foliowed all important develop-
ments in natural seience, Shortly
after the explosion of the first
two atomic bombs on Japam in
August 1945, Wright delivered a

series of brilliant lectures ex-

plaining the dialectical nature
of atomic physics and the char-
acter of atomic energy.

During his Harvard days, he
hecame deeply interested in the
study of philosophy and was
introduced by an _old German
professor to the writings of
Hegel, who had uncovered the
laws of the dialectic but had
applied them chiefly in an ideal-
istic sense. Dissatisfied with
Hegel, Wright began to in-
vestigate Lhe use of the dialec-
tical method in the material
world. This led him in the late
Twenties to the study of Marx
and Engels.

BECOMES TROTSKYIST

In 1928, the late Dr. Antoinette
Konikow was the leader of a
cirele of Boston communists who
had broken with the imereasingly
Stalinized bureaucracy of the
American  Communist Party.
Through increasing association
and diseussion with Dr. Konikonv.
Wright was drawn. to the early
Trotekyigt Wmovement, organized
the Communist League of
Amereia, forerommer of  the
present Socialist Wiorkers Party.
Wrightt was maried for a num-
ver of year to Dr. Komkow'’s
daughter, the late Edith Koniwow
and they are survived by a gon
in his twenties.

as

From the first, Wright im-
mersed himself in the activities
of the Trotskyist party., Although
he was originally led to the revo-
lutionary movement by his intel-
lectual interests, he became an
intense, loyal pariy activist, He
plunged into the activity of the
New York local, assumed his
share of branch work and helped
to carry on the work of local

leadership. His special ‘talents
made him an inevitable choice
for educatiomal director of Yhe
local.

In later years, as his respon-
sibilities grew in comnection with
his work as a member of the
editorial boards of The Militant
and the Fourth Interpational, he
recalled, with nostalgia, the
period of his most active branch
life and spoke with a special
pride of his participation in the
great New York hotel workers
strike of 1934. He was elected
to the national conymittes of the
Socialist Workers Party at the
Apnil 1940 convention and had
been reclected at all subsequent
conventions.

MAN OF PRINCIPLE

The life of the Trotskyist
movement  has  always  been
marked by intense ideological

discussions and struyrgles. Wrighit
participated to the full in this

internal ideological activity. He
wae distinguished by his firm
adherence to ‘Marxist pringiples
and in every test he took his
stand firmly on the side of the
proletavian wing in ‘the pavty.
He contributed many articles to
the internal discussion bulletins
and helped to draft many of the
most important resolutions of the
party. His last work was par-
ticipation in  drawing up Yhe
draift vesolutions on China, the
colonial revelutions, the latest
turn of the Stalinist bureaucracy,
e,

In the late Thirties, while
Leon Trotsky was in exile in
Mexico, Wright entered into an
extensive ¢ollaboration with him.
Wright placed his experience as
a research cxpert at Trotsky’s
disposal and gave, the Ilatter
valuable aid in the preparation
of a number of his important
writings.

TRANSLATED TROTSKY
Some of Trotsky's most signi-
ficant works were translated for
Pionecr Publishers by Wright.
who brought to the task not only
high literary competence but
clear understumding of Trotsky’s
ideas and program. Trotsky him-
self had the highest praise Tor
the guality of Wright's tramsila-
tions. Among the major books
which Wright translated during

ample,

Trotsky's lifetime were The
Third International After Tenin
and The Stalin School of Falsifi-
cation, Ile also translated scores
of Trotsky’s articles for The
Militant The New Inbernational
and the Fourth International. As
editor of Trotsky’s works, fol-
lowing his death in 1940, Wryight
selected and translated the im-
portant materials corfta'ned in
the two volumes of The First
Iive Years of the Cominten.

This work reveals the true
role of Trotsky in the founding
af (he Soviel Union and the
formation of the Third Interna-
tional, a role obsenred by moun-
tains of Stalinist slander. The
Communist workers and youth
wha are being inspirved to delvr
hack into the past as a result of
Khrishehey's  confessions,  will
have in these two volumes
translated by Wright the docu-
mentary evidence of Trofsky’s
leading political role ai the sid«
of Lenin.

Wright wrote on almost evere
theme, from abstract theory te
tlhe most burning eurvent events
He wrote many articles om the
American economy and diasnoser
the ills of American capitalisen
He ranged all over the olobe iy
his analysis  of  bolernal ooz
events, ITe was the first jomrnal-
ist in the United ‘States to detect

the civil war in Yugoslavia and

Wright -- Defender of Marxism a

to reveal its working class char-
acter. The 'Ch'nese revolution of
1949-50 was discussed: with preat
acumen by him in a series of
articles,

EXPERT ON STALINISM

But in no field was he more
expert than the Soviet Union. He
read and amalyzed the Soviet
press and uncovered from the
merest hints -and obscure refer-
enices many of the most momen-
tous events. Time and again he
vas the first to veveal mporiant
soviet economic trends and shifts
Af line of the Kremlin bureau-
racy.

He was the first to uncover and
make public Stalin’s last purge,
the frame-up of the Saviet Jewish
doctors. Months after Stalin's
death. his Kremlin successors
admitted to the truth of the fact
as they had first been revealed
to the world by John G. Wright.
He subsequenily dislosed the
‘reat agricul(l\ral crisis  that
ocked the Malenkov regime,

Onr Usick was a warm, sensi-
ive, generous person. His great
ntellectval capacities led him to
he revolutionary socialist mowe-
nent. But it was his deep human
eel'ngs that motivated his revo-
lutivnary struggles for 23 years.
We will miss him as a comrace
md  friend and a loyal fighter
for socialism,
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(Continued from page 1)
see the distorted reflection in
the top circles of the Soviet bu-
reaucracy of a deep-going move-
ment. of the Soviet masses. We
are witnessing a new stage in
the development of the Russian
Revolution, a progressive stage.
The Soviet masses are beginning
to stir. That’s why the tops are
shaking,

The wholesale denunciation
and repudiation of Stalin, fhree
years after he is safely dead,
sensational and far-reaching as
it is, marks only the beginning.
The whole story of the mon-
strous erimes of Stalin and Sta-
linism has not yet been told.
Tar from it. But the heirs and
accomplices of Stalin, by their
preliminary revelations, have set
in motion a process that they
will never be able to control.

Tt will not stop until the full
truth is known, and until every
vestige of Stalinism in the So-
viet Union has been swept away
by the Soviet masses, and until
this foul disease is eradicated
from the international labor
movement. The truth is on the
march again and nothing ecan
stop it. The truth is always
progressive, The truth is revo-
lutionary.

X kW

The subject of our discussion
tonight is provided by the speech
of Khrushchev at a closed ses-
sion of the 20th Congress, Feb-
ruary 24 and 25. The text of
this speech was leaked to the
diplomati¢  representatives of
various foreign powers, and was
freely referred to in the world
press more than two months ago.

On June 4 the text of the
speech of 26,000 words was is-
sued to the press by the U.S.
State Department. It was pub-
lished in full in the New York
Times the next day, and has
brought no denial or repudiation

from the Kremlin. The current
issue of The Militant, which
went to press a week ago and is
now in your hands, carries the
full text of Khrushchev's speech
in 4 four-page supplement, And
now the New York Daily Worker,
in its last week-end edition, also
printed the entire text, as re-
leased by the U.S. State Depart-
ment, without in any way chal-
lenging its authenticity. So when
we discuss the speech as it was
printed in the various publica-
tions that I have named, we can
safely assume we are discussing
the speech, or at least part of
the speech, as it was actually
given,

The Daily Worker says it is
publishing the speech as a con-
tribution to the effort “to ex-
plore ways of uniting socialist-
minded Americans and of ad-
vancing socialist ideas.” A n d
then it adds: “We hope, too, that
Communists, readezs of our pa-
per and other socialist-minded
Americans will contribute their
thinking on the problems con-
fronting the Marxist movement
in the discussion of this sub-
ject.”

I agree with this sentiment
expressed in the Daily Worker.
I am assuming that the invita-
tion to “other socialist-minded
Americans” to join in the dis-
cussion also includes me, and I
hope T am not mistaken about
that. My remarks tonight can be
taken as a rgsponse to the in-
vitation of the Daily Worker,
although to be perfectly frank
with you, I freely admit that
the preparations for this meet-
ing hdd already been made be-
fore the week-end edition of the
Daily Worker went to press, and
T would very probably be making
my speech anyway, even if the
invitation to join the discus-
sion had not been go kindly ex-
tended.

Foster’s Question...

The Daity Worker sets a good
theme for the discussion when
it says in its editorial:

“The State Department is
dead wrong when it suggests
that the evils of the Stalin era
are inherent in socialism. The
fact is that the development of
those evils created a peril for
socialism, The repression, the
injustice, the frame-up, the tor-
ture, are a gross perversion of
socialist principles.”

That’s what the week-end
Worker said. 1 fully agree with
that statement. That has always
been our opinion and we see
less reason than ever to change
it now.

What is new and important in
the Khrushchev report, is that
some of the ecrimes of Stalin
against the Soviet Union, against
the international working class,
against socialism, are now ad-
mitted and confirmed by Stalin's
most intimate collaborators, his
hand-picked disciples, who were
accomplices in those very crimes.
Khrushchev's report is the tes-
timony of an expert. Khrushchev
is the man who knows. He was
there!

i s xR

The long history of Stalinism
and the struggle against it en-
compasses all the problems of
the international labor move-
ment for the past 33 years.
Many articles, pamphlets and
books — classics of Marxism —
have been written in the course
of this long struggle. It is the
most important question in the
world because it directly affects
the struggle for socialism at
every point. Many lectures
would be required to cover this
vast field. Here tonight I wish
to single out and gquote Khrush-
chev’s testimony about Stalin’s
method of dealing with honest,
revolutionary critics and oppo-
nents; how Stalin wiped out the

whole generation of the com-
panions of Lenin. That is the
question that goes to the heart
of all the other guestions. It is
the most terrible story in all
history, for the companions of
Lenin, whom Stalin murdered,
were truly the advance guard of
humanity. They were the noblest
and the best history has yet
seen. We weep for the slaugh-
tered saints of the great revolu-
tion.

Three ' months ago, when the
first reports of the 20th Con-
gress came out, William Z. Fos-
ter, the national chairman of
the Communist Party, tried to
sweep the whole business under
the rug. In a Daily Worker ar-

ticle, this old hack of Stalin
who has been applauding all
‘Stalin’s crimes for 30 years,

came to Stalin’s defense once
again. That was three months
ago. We haven't heard from him
lately. But three months ago he
told the young Communist Par-
ty members, who were alarmed
about the reports, to take it easy
and wait till we get the offi-
cial word from Moscow. Stalin
did a lot of good, he said; don’t
“tear him to political shreds.”
There might have been a few
small mistakes, but nothing to
get excited about. Then he ask-
ed, with an air of innocence —
as if he didn’t know: “Were in-
justices committed in the pur-
zes?”

Well, we now have the official
word Foster said he wag waiting
for. I am now going to quote,
chapter and verse, from Khrush-
chev’s answer to Foster’s ques-
tion: “Were injustices commit-
ted in the purges?”.

Remember, as I quote, that
this is not Trotsky talking. It
is Khrushchev, repeating what
Trotsky said 20 years ago, be-
fore he was assassinated by an

agent of Stalin.

... And Khrushchev’s Answer

1 am reading now direct quo-
tations from Khrushechev’s speech:
“Stalin acted not through per-
suasion, explanation, and pa-
tient cooperation with people,
but by impesing his concepts
and demanding absolute submis-
sion to his opinion.

“Whoever opposed this con-
cept or tried to prove his view-
point, and the correctness of his
position, was doomed to removal
from the leading collective and
to subsequent moral and physi-
cal annihilation.”

So savs Khrushehev. Again:

“Stalin originated the concept
'enemy of the people’ This
term automatically rendered it
unnecessary that the ideological
errors of a man or men, en-
gaged in a controversy, be
proved; this term made possi-
ble the usage of the most cruel
repression, violating all norms
of revolutionary legality,
against anyone who in any way
disagreed with Stalin. . .

“This concept ‘enemy of the
people’ actually eliminated the
possibility of any kind of ideo-
logical fight, or the making of
one’s views known on this or
that issue, even those of a
practical character. In the main,
and in actuality, the only proof

of guilt used, against all norms.'.

of current legal science, was
the ‘confession’ of the accused
himself; and, as subsequent
probing proved, ‘confessions’
were: acquired through physical
pressures against the accused.”

“The formula ‘enemy of the
people’ was specifically intro«
duced for the purpose of anni-
hilating such individuals.

“It is a fact that many per-
sons who were later annihilated
as enemies of the party and
people, had worked with Lenin
during .his life.”

Khrushchev speaks of the pur-
ges, frame-up trials and false
confessions again, as follows:

"Government and economic
activists who were branded in
1937-1938 as ‘enemies,’ were ac-
tually mnever enemies, spies,
wreckers, etc., but were always
honest Communists.

“They were only so stigma-
tized, and often, no longer able
to bear barbaric tortures, they
charged themselves (at the or-
der of the investigative judges
~— falsifiers) with all kinds of
grave and unlikely crimes.
And how were the false con-

fessions obtained? Here again
I quote directly from Khrush-
chev’s report:

“Now when the cases of some
of these so-called ‘spies’ and

‘saboteurs’ were examined, it
was found that all their cases
were fabricated. Confessions of
guilt of many, arrested and
charged with enemy activity,
were gained with the help of
cruel and inhuman tortures.”
Khrushchey doesn’t rest with
reneral statements, He gives a
number of specific examples
which you can read for yourself
in the printed text of his speech.
“But they confessed, didn’t
they ?” We heard that over and
over again when we were fight-
ing against the Moscow Trials
ir 1936 and 1937. Day after day
the Daily Worker b 0 a s t e d
triumphantly: “They confessed,
didn’t they? That proves they're
guilty.” And here’s what their
confessions were worth, accord-
ing to Khrushchev:

“How is it possible that a

person confesses to crimes

which he has not committed?
Only in one way — because
of application of physical meth-
ods of pressuring him, tortures,
bringing him to a state of un-
consciousness, deprivation of his
judgment, taking away of his
human dignity, In this manner
were ‘confessions’ acquired.”

What 1 have just quoted from
Khrushchev's speech is only a
small part of Khrushchev’s tes-
timony, which you can read for
vourself, and his whole testi-
mony tells only a small part
of the whole truth.

These terrifying revelations
which have come out of the 20th
Congress of the Communist Par-
ty of the Soviet Union raise
questions which every honest
communist is asking, and they're
asking them today at every
meeting of the Communist Par-
Lty where they have a chance,

Three Pertinent Questions

1. How was such a monstrous
regime of frame-up and murder
possible in the Soviet Union,
ereated by workers’ revolution
which was led by the most hon-
est, the most truly democratic
party in all history?

2. Who, if anybody, opposed
this degeneration and spoke out
against it, and what happened
to them? And,

3. The $64,000 question, which
all those who have been duped
by the official Communist Par-
ty press are asking: Why weren’t
we told this before?

Khrushehev’s answer to this
last question, “Why weren’t we
told before?” is not so much
an answer as an excuse: It was
dangerous to speak, he said;
they were afraid of their lives.
But since when do revolutionists
tell the truth only when it is
safe? What has become of the
principle that a revolutionist
must tell the truth to the people
under all circumstances, as_the
Bolsheviks did under the Czar?
It is always dangerous to op-
pose a tyranny and tell the truth
about it. It was dangerous for
the Bolsheviks in Czarist times,
but that didn’t stop them. They
told the truth just the same, at
the cost of imprisonment and
death for many of them — and
they organized an underground
movement that eventually led
the greatest revolution in all
history.

There were people in the So-
viet Union who recognized the
danger of Stalin and Stalinism
from the very beginning. They
told the truth about it too, and
they led the fight against it
from the beginning, in 1923, 33
vears ago. The organizers of the
fight against Stalinism were
the very same people who or-
ganized and led the October
Revolution in 1917. The first
one to denounce Stalin in writ-
ing and to demand his removal,
‘was Lenin. And the second was
Trotsky. The same two men who
led the great Revolution, led the
fight against its bureauecratic
degeneration under Stalin.

On his si¢k bed, December 25,
1922, Lenin wrote his Testa-
ment to the party. In this Testa-
ment of Lenin, he said: “Com-
rade Stalin, having become Gen-
eral Secretary, has concentrated
an enormous power in his hands;
and T am not sure that he al-
ways knows how to use that
power with sufficient caution.”
That was the first warning of
Lenin, dated December 25, 1922.

While Lenin lay helpless in
his last illness, Stalin fvas mov-
ing to consolidate his power,
and Lenin became alarmed. Then
on January 4, 1923, a couple of
weeks later, he added a post-
seript to his Testament. And
here is what he wrote:

“Postscript: Stalin is too rude,
and this fault, entirely support-

able in relations among us Com-
munists, becomes insupportable
in the office of General Secre-
tary. Therefore, I propose to the
comrades to find a way to re-
move Stalin from that position
and appoint to it another man
who in all respects differs from

Stalin only in superiority o
namely, more patient, more loy-
al, more polite and more atten-

tive to comrades, less capricious,

etc.”

So wrote Lenin in his Testa-
ment to the party.

Lenin, struggling with death,
appealed to Trotsky at that time
and offered to make a bloe with
him to fight the growing bu-
reaucratism in the party and ‘nv
the state machine. Trotsky,
agreed. In the last months of
Lenin’s life they made a bloc
to fight the bureaucratic de-
generation, Lenin died in Jam-
uary, 1924, without ever having
been able to return to his duties
throughout the preceding year,
Trotsky  carried on the fight,

That’s the true explanation of
how the struggle against Stalin-
ism was started in the Soviet
Union. It is all coming out now.
It is all documented from the
beginning, from the very begin-
ning up to the latest events,
and eannot be suppressed any
fonger.

Trotsky Spoke Out

It is not true, comrades, it is
not true, as Khrushchev repre-
sents, that nobody dared to speak
out against Stalin. Lenin and
Trotsky spoke out. The Old Bol-
sheviks spoke out. Jt was dan-
gerous, but they conducted the
struggle just the same, as was
their revolutionary duty, and
they paid for it with their lives.
Trotsky was assassinated in 1940
because he had told the truth
about Stalin, and for no other
reason, And tens of thousands
of the Old Bolsheviks were
slaughtered in the Soviet Union
because they spoke out against
Stalinism, and for no other rea-
BOn,

The revolutionary  struggle
against Stalinism has been the
greatest political and ideological
struggle in all history, and it
has left the richest documentary
record. The truth is in that
literary record — in -books and
pamphlets and innumerable arti-
cles and mimeographed bulletins.
It is a great treasury of Marx-
ist thought, and all who want
to know the truth must study it
conscientiously.
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If Khrushehev and Co. were
opposed to the Stalinist regime,
and could not speak out openly
against it because of the terror,
why didn’t they organize an un-
derground movement and leave a
printed record of their opposi-
tion which could be referred to
now? They never made such a
record and they have mothing to
refer to, because they were not
revolutionists, they were not op-
ponents of the regime which they
now condemn. The truth is that
they were the hand-picked ac-
complices of Stalin and they
owe their careers and their pri-
vileges to him and his regime.
They want to blame everything
now on Stalin as an individual.

” | There is nothing Marxist in such

an explanation of any social re-
gime.

‘I'he fact is that the Stalin
regime, like every other, had
a social basis. Stalin was the
representative of the Soviet bu-

reaucracy, Many people, includ-
ing Khrushchey and Co., enjoy-
ed rich benefits and privileges
under the rule of Stalin. They
grew prosperous and sleek and
fat under Stalin. They drove au-
tomobiles and lived in summer
cottages and enjoyed all the
fruits of the labor of the heroic
Russian working class.  They
were the ones who supported
Stalin, and they were well satis-
fied with his regime. And they
supported it in all its crimes.
The privileged beneficiaries of
the Stalin regime numbered mil-
lions in the Soviet Union. It was
not one man alone; there were
millions tied to that regime and
prospering under it. They were
a small minority of the Soviet
population,. but still they num-
bered millions. This privileged
minority formed the social basig
of the Stalin regime.
Khrushchev's explanation ex-
plains nothing about what really
happened. T h e bureauerats’
method today is the same as
their method yesterday, turned
upside down. Yesterday Stalin
was pictured as the infallible,
benevolent leader who could do
no wrong, who was responsible
for all progress and all victories
in the Soviet Union in peace and
in war. Today the same Stalin
is presented as a paranoic crim-
ina]l who was personally respon-
sible for all mistakes, w h o
brought the Soviet Union to the
brink of ruin — all by himself.
The great man theory is re-
placed by the devil theory. The|
devil is dead, but the privileged
bureaucrats still live. They re-
main in power in the Soviet Un-
ion, and don’t you forget that.
And their sole concern is to stay
in power and hang on to their
privileges at the expense of the
working masses in the Soviet
Union, who are our concern.
Why do these bureaucrats
speak out now, three years after
the death of Stalin, and begin
to tell a part of the truth about
that terrible regime? Is it be-
cause they have suddenly turned
honest and are no longer afraid?

JAMES P.
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Some people are asking you to
believe that, but they are liars
and deceivers. There have been
some concessions and some re-
forms — no question about that
— but there has been no basic
change in the bureaucratic re-
gime of special privileges for a
minority and hard times for the
majority established under Stalin.
The bureaucracy still has all the
privileges. The workers have no
rights and no freedom, and any-
body who says they do, lies.
There is no such thing as a free
worker in the Soviet Union un-
der Khrushchev any more than
there was under Stalin. That is
vet to come. The workers have
to get that freedom for them-
selves.

I think many of you who are
present in this hall know the
name of I. F. Stone, the distin-
guished journalist who used to
write for the New York Compass
and the New York Post. 1. F.
Stone has a great reputation for
mteg‘nty as a journalist, justly
earned. He went over to Russia
after the 20th Congress to take
a look for himself. And because
he has always been known as
an honest liberal and a friend
of the Soviet Union, many peo-
ple were expecting and hoping
that he would send back a fa-
vorable and perhaps a whitewash
report that everything is lovely
now.

He looked around and summed
up his impressions in one sen-
tence. For the benefit of people
who want to deceive themselves
that everything has been chang-
ed 4An the Soviet Union, I. F.
Stone simply said: “This is not
a good regime, and it is not run
by honest men.”

No. Khrushchev and Co. are
the same bureaucrats, the same
cynical careerists they were
when they served Stalin and
climbed into high office over a
mound of corpses, the corpses
of better men than they are.
They have not turned honest and
they are still afraid. But they
are afraid now, not of the dead
Stalin, but of the living wrath
of the Soviet masses, who have
been so long oppressed and who
have begun to rise against their
oppression.

The irresistible pressure of the
Soviet workers was the power
behind the 20th Congress. That,
comrades, is the key to an un-
derstanding of what is taking
place. The bureaucrats assem-
bled at that congress had had
warning signals of a coming
storm, and they began to respond
to these signals, The uprising of
the East German workers in
June, 1053, that was followed a
month later by a general strike
of the Vorkuta slave labor
camps — those tremendous ac-
tions under the guns of police
state terror, when workers took
their lives in their hands to
strike, gave notice of a coming
revolutionary storm, just as the
general strike movement of the
Russian workers in 1905 gave
notice of the first revolution
against the Czar.

Khrushchev and Co. want to
exculpate themselves. They want
to throw off the blame and es-
cape the consequences of the peo-
ples’ hatred and the peoples’
wrath, T do not say this to min-
imize the importance of what
was said and done at the 20th
Congress, or to pass it off as
if nothing had happened., No.
Great things indeed are hap-
pening in the Soviet Union these
days. And their importance be-
comes magnified if we see them
in their true light, as a reflee-
tion, a distorted reflection in the
top circles of the privileged bu-
reaucracy of a profound move-
ment from below, a movement of
the oppressed Soviet workers; a
revolutionary movement for the
overthrow of the privileged hu-
reaucracy and the restoration of
Soviet democracy.

That’s what the Soviet work-
ers mean when they say: “Back
to Lenin.” That was the slogan
of the Left Opposition in the
20's and 30's. That was the slo-
gan of the Vorkuta strike in
1953, and that’s the slogan of
the Soviet workers today. No
wonder the bureaucrats assem-
bled at the 20th Congress gave

three cheers for the slogan:
“Back to Lenin.” “Back to
Lenin” is nothing less than what

the Soviet workers really de-
mand, but they demand the sub-
stance and not merely the form.

The Theory of Self-Reform

We put all our faith in this
revolutionary movement of the
Soviet workers, and no faith
whatever in the good intentions
of the bureaucratic heirs of
Stalin. T think the best way to
muddle up the discussion of the
new events, and the worst ¢rime
against the truth in the discus-
sion opening up now, is to say
that the Soviet bureaucrats have
already reformed themselves, or
are in the process of doing so,
that they have “mellowed,” and
that all they need is to be left
alone to bring about a gradual
elimination of all the hated fea-
tures of Stalinism and the res-
toration of a democratic work-
ers’ regime,

If they are trusted and left
alone everything will remain
basically the same. 'These bu-
reaucrats are the privileged up-
per crust, They will never give
up their privileges voluntarily,
They have to bhe overthrown
like every other privileged group
in history had to he overthrown.
Trotsky said on this subject 20
yvears ago, in his great book,
The Revolution Betrayed, *“No
devil ever yet voluntarily cut
off his own claws.”

We can be confident that the
Russian masses will not let
them alone to reform themselves,
and that the changes now tak-
ing place in the Soviet Union
represent not the end, but the

beginning of a revolutionary

out the last remnants of Stalin-
ism. The political revolution
against the privileged bureau-
crats has mothing in common
with the imperialists’ hopes for
a capitalist counter-revolution.
That’s not on the order of the
day in the Soviet Union. The
political revolution will not bring
the return of capitalism. On the
contrary, in the final analysis,
the political revolution is the
one sure way to prevent the re-
turn of capitalism in the Soviet
Union.

That’s the way Trotsky ex-
plained it 20 years ago, in the
book T have mentioned. His
theoretical exposition has burn-
ing actuality for all of us who
want to follow this question in
its further development in these

days.
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Now, if we give Khrushchev
no credit for his claim that he
and his associates did not tell
the truth before because they
were afraid for their lives, what
shall we say about the leaders of
the American Communist Party,
who hid the truth about the
Stalin regime from their own
party members and from the
readers of their press, and de-
fended all its monstrous ecrimes
at the top of their voices all
these many years? What were
they afraid of? The most they
stood to lose was their posi-
tions, and their falge importance

‘transformation whi¢h will sweep ! as little Stalins.

if they had told
would have bheen
slandered, they would have heen
expelled. They would have been
denounced as fascist spies and
counter-revolutionists, But it's
possible 1o survive all that if
you have some integrity and
some courage. We have proved
that — for 28 years.

The skins of the American
Stalinist leaders, whatever they
may be worth, were never in
very great danger. The only
thing they were afraid of was
the truth, because the truth
would have demolished all their
claims to leadership. What 1. F,
Stone said about the Khrush-
chev regime can be said of the
so-called Communist Party lead-

T'o be sure,
the truth they

ership in this country: This is
not a good regime, and it is not
run by honest men. That’s a

growing conviction in the rank
and file of the C.P., growing
so strong that you even see it
printed in the Daily Worker let-
ters column. They get so many
letters stating this opinion that
they have to print some of them.

I want to make it very clear
that I am talking now about the

rimes of Stalin

Party, and not about the honest
communist workers whom they
duped and deceived and betrays
ed, The American Stalinist lead=
ers are now apparently proceed-
ing on.the theory that confession
is not only good for the soul,
but also that it wipes out all
responsibility for the crimes
confessed. Yon merely have to
say that you made a “mistake”
and then everything is cleared
up. Théy now admit that they
were wrong all the time, and
pat themselves on the back for
their “'selt-criticism” as if
that rights all the wrong. “We
were wrong,” they say. “We de-
fended all the crimes and all
the lies of Stalin and Stalinism.
We cheered for all the frame-
ups and all the murders of hons
est revolutionists, We denounced
all who protested against the
frame-ups and murders as coun-
ter-revolutionists a n d fascist
spies. Our careers were built
on lies. We are sorry. Now let's
all get together and trust each
other.” That's the sum and sube
stance of the propaganda of the
leaders of the Communist Party
since the 20th Congress in Mos~

official leaders of the Communist

At more than one meeting of
the Communist Party in recent
days, C.P. members and sympa-
thizers who have been duped
and deceived so long, have asked
the question: “How ecan we mow
trust anything you say?” My
opinion is that you ean, but you
shouldn't. When these e¢areerist
leaders of the Communist Party
try to make a virtue of their
claim that *“they are now cor-
recting their mistakes,” merely
by admitting some of them,
they ought to be asked the sim-
ple question which was asked of
a Stalinist speaker at a trade
union conference in England.
The trade unionist agked the
Stalinist speaker, whe had been
explaining that they had made
mistakes but were now correct-
ing them: “How do you correct
such a mistake as the frame-up
and murder of innoecent people?”
The account T read didn’t give
the answer of the Stalinist
speaker. I don't know what he
said, but I imagine it would be
very hard to answer.

You can be sure that in every
discussion, looking toward the
regroupment and reconstruction
of an honest movement of revo-
lutionary socialists in thig coun-
try, we will be on hand to ask
just such questions as that. And
many more questions, equally
inconvenient for people who
want to wipe a sponge over all
the erimes of the past and pre-
tend that the slate is now clean,
that there is no more blood on
it.

The new program the Amer-
far as 1 can make out — I have

been reading it in the Daily
Worker and to a certain extent

ican Stalinists are offering, as

CoOwW.

“How Do You Correct Murder?”

in the People’s World — 18
nothing but Stalinism without
Stalin, and Browderism without
Browder. That’s no good. And
they make it worse when they.
drag in the name of Lenin. You
can’t say “Back to Lenin” and
“Forward to the Democratic
Party.” Or rather, you can say
both, but you can’t do both, at
the same time. These two slo«
gans run in opposite directions,

We, for our part, can’t joim
the Democratic Party because
we are revolutionary socialists,
not bourgeois democrats. This
Demogratic Party is a capitalist
party, T knew that much when
I was 16 years old. I heard it
explained by Eugene V. Deba
5@ years ago. The Democratic
Party is a capitalist party rep-
resenting the interests of the
bankers, the monopolists and the
Dixiecrats. Isn’t that true? Well,
let the bankers and the mono-
polists and the Dixiecrats have
it. That’s what we say. Let them
have it, and let the workers or-
ganize a class party of their own.
That was Lenin’s idea. Anyone
who wants to go back to Lenin
can’t escape the fact that Lenin
insisted first of all and above
all on a class party of the work=
ers. He didn’t ask them to join
Miliukov’s party of “Constitu~
tional Democrats” in Russia,
which was just as good as the
Democratic Party of banker Har-
riman, Stevenson and Rastland
in the United States. He said:
Organize a workers party to
overthrow this Miliukov gang,
And even before Lenin, Karl
Marx over 100 years ago said

the workers must have a class

party of their own,

Lenin’s Method of Discussion

We are heartily in favor of a
full and free discussion among
all people and all tendencies
friendly to the Soviet Union and
professing devotion to the so-
cialist ideal. We hope and be-
lieve that out of such a discus-
sion, a full and free and unreg-
ulated discussion, can come a
new understanding among hon-
est, socialist-minded workers, a
new solidarity, so long disrupt-
ed by Stalinism, and a regroup-
ment in an honest party of
American socialism.

We Trotskyists are ready and
willing to contribute our part
to bring about this new under-
standing and this new solidar-
ity in a common struggle for a
common cause. We don’t demand
that anybody take our word for
it. We don’t demand that any-
body accept what we say out of
hand. We are ready to listen
as well as to speak, to learn as
well asg to teach. But, after all
the wears of wholesale lying, mis-
representation and bureaucratic
violen¢e brought into the move-
ment by Stalinism, let us have
now, for the first time in 30
vears, a really free and honest
discussion! Let us 'have old-
fashioned open forums and fair
debates where all points of view
are fairly heard. Let us put all
questions on the table and hear
all points of view. Let the arti-
cles, pamphlets and books of all
sides be studied conscientiously.
Let us agree to search together
for the truth that wil] make us
free the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth.

And finally, let us search for
the truth with free and inde-
pendent minds, as befits revolu-
tionists, each one thinking for
himself, and nobody taking any-
body’s word for it. That was the
advice of Lenin, long ago. That
was the way he trained his Bol-
sheviks to think independently,
to know all sides of the subject,
to make up their minds on the
basis of independent inquiry.
That was the advice of Lenin put
in specific words which we print-
ed in the first issue of The Mili-

tant when we began our strug-
gle against Stalinism 28 years

in November, 1928. Lenin’s
advice still holds good today,
and it reads as follows, as we
printed it on the masthead of
the first issue of our Militant:

“It is mecessary that every
member of the party should
study calmly, and with the
greatest objectivity, first the
substance of the differences of
opinion, and then the develop-
ment of the struggles within
the party. Neither the one nor
the other can be done unless
the documents of both sides are
published. He who takes some=
body’s word for it is a hope=-
less idiot, who can he disposed
of with a simple gesture of the
hand.”

So said Lenin, Take nobody’s
word for it! THink for yourself.
Study all points of view calmly
and with the greatest objective
ity! So said Lenin.

Let that advice of Lenin be the
motto for the new discussion in
the ranks of radical workers im
this countyy. And by that metha
od of Lenin let us strive for g
new understanding, and a new
solidarity, and a new regroup-
ment of all honest socialist«
minded workers in a common
struggle for a socialist America.

ago,

Revolt in Poland!

HEAR

A Trotskyist analvsis of the
revolutionary evemts in Poland
and their connection bo
Khrushchev's shocking revela-
tions about Stalin.
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Liberal Corner on Hypocrisy

Ts thexe any basic difference between
the political morality of out-and-out reac-
tionary politicians and liberal politicians?
Arguments can be made both ways, but
one argument is unassailable. The liberals
have the edge when it comes to hypocrisy.

Reactionaries don’'t have to practice
hypoerisy as much because everyone
knows they are anti-labor, anti-Negro and
anti-civil liberties. But hypocrisy is a
prime requisite for success by a liberat
politician. He has to be able to talk in
honeyed terms to union men and women
at rallies and yet serve Big Business. He
has to make brave speeches against dis-
crimimation and yet belong to the same
party and make d&it‘lfs with the worst white
éuprem-a:ci!st's in America. He has to
praise civil liberties in the abstract and
then be expediently silent when civil
liberties are under specific attacks, or even
deprive others of civil liberties when it is
to his advantage to do so.

A LIBERAL HYPOCRITE

A good example of the successful
hypoctitical kiberal today is Mennen G.
Williams, Governor of Michigan, con-
sidered by many the extreme ‘deft” wing
of the Democratic Panty.

This millionaire soap heir owes his po-
litical success solely to his money and the
votes of the union members of Michigan.
Since the latter are a militant segment of
the population and include a large Negro
minority, Williams has to peddle a liberal
hine to get their votes. In talk he is pro-
labor, pro-Negro and pro-civil libenties.

He denounces the lack of a free ballot
in the South. Yet for a petty political ad-
vantage he has his lieutenants deprive
minorities in Michigan of the right to vote
for candidates of their own choice. This
nasty piece of business has just been
perpetrated by his Secretary of State,
James M. Hare.

Arbitrarily and deceitfully, Hare has
recently informed the Socialist Workers
Party and the Socialist Labor Party that
they will not be permitted on the 1956
ballot in Michigan. The SWP has been on
the ballot in every election i that state
since 1948, It secured its place by gather-
ing well over the mnecessary number of
signatures on petitions in the stipulated
period preceding elections. The SLP has

The Gap Between

For over 30 years, the leaders of the
U.S. Communist Party have sought to
quarantine the revolutionary Marxist
tendency. They have tried at all times
to prevent their own members from
having access to the ideas of Trotskyism.

In the past they have employed ostra-
cism, then goon squad violence against the
Trotskyists. They have forbidden their
members to read Trotskyist literature or
discuss with members of the Socialist
Workers Panty on pain of expulsion from
the Communist Panty.

In the Minneapolis Smith Act case in-
volving 18 members and leaders of the
Socialist Workens Party in 1941, the U.S.
Stalinist chiefis sided with the prosecu-
tion. Their strike-breaking behaviior was
based on the lies of the Moscow Frame-Up
Trials. Again, the Stalinist tops slandered
James Kutcher and sought to sabobage his
civil liberties campalign.

STALINIST LIES EXPLODED

The 20th "Congress revelations have
blown up all the lies the CP leaders hurled
at the Trotskyists. The CP leaders dare
no longer repeat tham. Violence is out of
the question against the SWP. Their
strike-breaking record in Trotskyist civil
liberties cases has given the CP 'tops such
an odious name with genuine civil liberties
defenders that they have had to openly
admit that their past comduet lm this
respect was in error.

The quarantine against the revolu-
tionary Marxist tendency continues, how-
ever. The Stalinist leaders still seek to
isolate their members from the ideas of
Trotskyism. The quarantine is now im-
posed through am attempted boycott of
Trotskyist ideas and activities.

In words. Dennis and Co. proclaim that
the Khrushchev revelations have made
mandatory a complete re-examination of
the history of the past thirty years im
order to uncover the reasons for Stalin’s
crimes. In deeds, they seek to bar from
the discussion the one tendency fin the
radical movement — the Trotskyist —
that has consistently explained and ex-
posed these crimes from the very begin~
ning.

Contrast, for instance, the huge spreasd

been on the ballet in Michigan in almost
every elegtion since 1902.

A POLITICAL SHELL-GAME

Why are they being deprived of their
democratic might to participate in the
1956 election? Did they do something
wrong, fail to comply with the necessary
procedures? Of course not. This year the
SWP filed 14,000 sigmatures though only
11,000 are needed. All the legal procedures
were carefully followed, as in previous
vears. The SLP similayly filed 14,000
gignatures in the prescribed manner.

But Gov. Williams’ stooge, fearing a
close election and doubtlessly after con-
ferences with his chief, ‘“the greatest
liberal in the Democratic Party,” decided
to ban mimnority parties from the ballot.
He arbitrarily chamged the petition-pro-
cessing rules without notifying the SWP
or SLP until it was too late for new peti-
tioms to be collected. Then he disqualified
them for not complying with his new
procedures.

Thus the SWP and SLP are cheated of
their legal rights. Thus 24,000 Michigan
citizens who signed the petitions are dis-
franchised from voting for either minor-
ity party and are restricted to a ballot
choice of Democrats or Republicans,

THE DEMOCRATIC TWISTERS

Slimy tricks like this are not new. In
what was expected to be a close race in
1946, the New York Democratic machine
had the SWP, the SLP and the Socialigt
Panty all kicked off the ballot. In Tllinois’
Second Congressional District both in 1952
and 1954 Rep. Barratt O'Hanva, liberal
Democrat, similarly disposed of his SWP
opponent.

The SWP will fight, as it did success-
fully in 1952 against the police-state
Trucks Law, — which Mennen Williams
signed — to regain its lawful place on the
badlot. This will be difficult and expen-
sive. However Michigan lawyers are show-
ing a reluctance to buck the powerful
Democratic machine umless a big fee is
available, Nometheless the SWP will fight
to the best of its abliity for a free ballot’
in Michigan.

It remains to be seen what the powerful
labor movement there will do to aid the
two minority parties secure their mights.
Will the labor leaders’ oft-repeated senti-
ments in favor of free elections prevail
over their ties with Democratic Governor
Williams ?

Word and Deed

the Daily Worker gave to last month’s
symposium in Carneglie Hall to the silence
it accorded last Sunday’s symposium in
Brooklyn. The Worker printed all the
speeches given in the Carnegie Hall atfair,
where Dennis shared the platform with
Norman Thomas, the State Depantment
“Socialist,” and A. J. Muste, the religious
pacifist. They printed not one line about
the Brooklym symposium.

Yet at the latter meeting, David Gold-
way, executive secretary of the Jefferson
School, defended the position of the Com-
mainst Party. Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois, noted
scholar and panticipant in the Carnegie
Hall symposium, was a speaker. And Clif-
ford T. McAvoy — a prominent leader of
the American Labor Party — also shared
the platform. The topic was ‘“Working'
Class Policy in the 1956 Elections” — a
burning issue, on which the CP leaders
have imvited discussion.

The Stalinist leaders knew about the
Brooklyn meeting: The Daily Worker
printed paid ads for it in two consecutive
issues. The reasons for the silence was,
first, the participation of Farrell Dobbs,
Presidential Candidate of the Socialist
Workers Party. Dobbs_defended revolu-
tionary Marxism. He attacked the CP line
of support for the Democratic panty amd
upheld the principle of independent work-
ing class politics.

FOR FULL DISCUSSION

Then, coming as the high point of the
Brooklyn symposium McAvoy announced
his endorsement of the SWP ticket in the
1956 elections, despite differences on the
question of ‘“peaceful coexistence.” None
of this did the Stalinist tops wamnt their
own members to know.

We don’t believe the CP leaders will get
away with their bureaucratic anti-Trot-
skyist boycott. The CP members are in
dead earnest about wanting full and free
discussion of all programs and points of
view as a prelude to a regroupment of the
socialish movement. They will demand that
their leadership match deeds to words in
its call for discussion and abandon forever
the quarantine against the socialist views
and ideas of the revolutionary Marxist
tendency.

Ballot to

By Rita Shaw

SWP Candidate for Governor
of Michigan

DETROIT, June 24 — The So-
cialist Workers_Party and the
Socialist Labor Party have been
ruled off the Michigan ballot by
Gov. Williams' lieutenant, Sec-
retary of State James M. Hare.

Hare’s edict marks the climax
in a four year long drive by the
capitalist politicians of this state
to deprive the people, by hook or
by erook, of their vight to vote
freely at the polls for parties
and candidates of their choice.

LIBERAL WITCH HUNT

This attack on free elections
was started by conservative
Republicans at the height of the
witch hunt in 1952; mow, when
the witech hunt is easing up a
little, it has been completed by
the Democratic Williams’® ad-
ministration, which is sometimes
called “the most liberal in the
country.”

You really need a scorecard to
he able to tell the capitalist
liberals from the reactionaries.
Between now and November
the union leadens and the Com-
munist Party leaders will be out
beating the bushes to drum up
support for Gov. Williams. Will
they tell the voters about the role
this “great liberal” has played
in the bipantisan drive to punge
the ballot of all anti-capitalist
parties ?

SIGNS TRUCKS ACT

In 1952 the Republican legis-
lature passed the Trucks Act,
one of the worst repressive laws:
in the land, Among other things,
it set mp machinery for sup-
pressing the Commumist Pacty
and banning from the ballot the
Socialist Workers Party (and

Contract Talk

United Steelworkers presi-
dent David J. McDonald (left)
is shown in New York with
U.S. Steel vice-president, John
A. Stephens, after contract
talks broke down following a
corporation ultimatum calling
for a 5-year pact.

Algerian Leader
Analyzes Revolt

The Algerian

Revolution. By
Messali Hadj. London, 1956.
Pamphlet. U.S. Distributor:
Pioneer Publishers, price —
10 cents.

/ X ok
Readers of the American daily
press and the big - circulation
‘magazines ‘have beem reading
about the events in Algeria but
they have beem getling a one-
sided picture. And that is the
propaganda side of French im-
perialism. A reading of this
pamphlet will convince anyone
who believes that people have.
the right to govern themselves
that the Algerian people have
justice on their side and deserve
suppont.
The author begins by destroy-
ing the French government’s
falsification of geography and
history which maintains (witth
U.S. State Department sanction)
that Algeria i not a colony but
an inttegral part of Framce. Mes-
sali Hadj briefly sketdhes the
long history of Algerian opposi-
tion to French rule and the ter-
nible tyranny and poverty im-
posed on his country by it. He
explains how closely bound the
Algerian struggle is to the revo-
lutions in Asia and elsewhere in
Africa and to ‘the Buropean
working class struggle,
No review would be complete
without a word about the
author's career. Because of his
unéompromising devotion to the
cause of Algerian independence
he has been an almost perenial
prisoner. Imprisoned by Daladier
of ‘the Popular Fromt in 1939,
by Vichy in 1941, by DeGaulle
in 1943 and Mendes-France im
1954, he is at present jailed om,
Belle Isle ofif the French Coast.
He is surely a heroic fighter
for freedom.

RITA SHAW

amy other amti-capitalist panty).

Liberals and {labor leaders
were shocked by the Trucks Act,
But when it was sent to Wil-
liams’ desk to be signed or
vetoed, he signed it without a
peep.

CITE THE RECORD

We got back on: the ballot that
year, despite Williams, by con-
ducting a difficult and expensive
court fight.
Will the leaders of the unions
and the Communist Party include
this part of the record in their
pro-Williams election propaganda
this year?
In 1956, the details are a little
differemt, but the aim is the
same,
The Socialist Workers Party
and the Socialist Labor Party
each filed more than 14,000
signatures to be qualified for the
ballot, /although less than 11,000
were needed. With %he same
number and same kind of peti-
tions, both ‘these parties have
always been certified in the past
— the SWP in every election
since 1948, the SLP in almost
every election since 1902,
But without motifying us in

Michigan Democrats Deny
inority Parties

and November, to tell their fol-
lowers how the Williams ad-
minisiration has disfranchised
28,000 voters who think some-
thing besides capitalist parties
should be on the ballot?

If not, we'll do it for them.

CARDS STACKED

We are now trying to find a
lawyer who will go to court for
us to challenge Hare’s ruling
and demand that we be restored
on the ballot. But here, as in so
many other ways under capital-
ist

democracy, the cards are
stacked against working class
parties.

There are few or no lawyers
around willing to stick out their
necks in a case involving ton-
flict with. the big political ma-
chines. And ‘those who might be
willing to handle such a case for
purely commercial reasons
demand exovbitant fees that are
beyond our resources.

But if Williams & Co. think
they have suppressed the voice
of revolutionary socialism in this
campaign, they have another
think coming. If court action isn’t
possible or effective, we are
going to conduct an active and
aggressive wrile-in campaign,

WILL TELL TRUTH

In ithis campaign we will tell
the voters the truth about
capitalist vule — the whole truth
and ibts growing fear and
hostility toward free speech and
free elections.

. . « Kutcher

(Continued from page 1)
Braden case. Basing itself on the
regent-U.8, Supreme Court deci-
sion voiding the state sedition
laws, the Kentucky high court
threw out Breden’s conviction
and 15-year sentence.

The Braden case grew out of
Caml and Anme Braden’s helping
a Negre friend purchase a home
outside the Negro ghetito of
Lounisville, The house was at-

tacked by while supremacists
and, despite efforts of the
Bradens and other fighters

against Jim Crow 1o guard the
house, was finally dynamited.
Instead of arvestine the dyna-
miters  a .local MeCarthyite
prosecutor condueted witch-hunt
raids on the homes of Braden and
his friends and concocted a frame-
up trial of those who had tried
to defend the WNegro family’s
home. Braden, first to be tried,
was held in  $40,000 bail. the
highest bail ever set in Kentucky.
Unttil the Emergency Civil Liber-
ties Committee was able to raise
the huge sum, Braden served time
in the penitentiary.

The Kentueky decision should
mean an end to the cases pending
against Anne Braden and five
others. However, an ominous
note was raised by the prosecut-
ing attorney who threatened to
continue the cases not, as For-
merly, on charges of sedition
against the U.S. but of sedition
against ‘the state of Kentucky.
Neither the U.S. Supreme Court
decision nor that of the Kentucky
Appeals ‘Count precludes such a
prosecution.

SOBELIL APPEAL DENIED

In New York the appeal of
Morton Sobell, now serving a 30-
year sentence on Alcatraz, for a
new trial was turned down by
the judge who originally con-
vicled %im. Judge Trving R.
Kaufman, at the origipal trial
meted out, for the first time in
American history, peace-time
death sentences to Julius and

Ethel Rosenberg on espionage
charges.
In a self-serving decision,

Kaufman defended the conduct
of the first trial, which took
place at the height of the Me-
‘Carthyite hysteria and rejected
the appeal. Much of the decision
appeared o be an attempt b
answer statements of belief in

Sobell’s innocence made by
Bertrandd Russell and Jean Paul
Saytre, famous English and

French philosophers and men of
latters. In this country a number
of scientists, such as Nobel prize
winner Harold Umrey, thave
declared Yheir belief that Sobell
was unjustly conwvicted.

Sobell can nmow appeal Yo the
U.S. Court of Appeals. More andi
more doubts are beginning to be
expressed about the Rosenberg-
Sobell trial and there is no ques-
tion  'that public demands for a

continue

Case

to grow. TEspecially
embarrassing for the U.S. State
Department-is the faet that in
Eurcpe, where memories of the
famvous Dreyffus cgpionagy: framie-
up Still linger, the Rosenberg-
Sobell trial is widely considered
a cold-war frame-up.

BLACKLIST EXPOSED

The odious subversive list,
used for profit-making purposes,
in the entertainmeni world re-
cently received two blows. In the
first, John Henry Faulk, radio
humorist and recently - elected
official of AFTRA, radio and tele-
vision union, brought suit for
§500,000 against Aware, Inc., and

two prominent figures in the
entertainment witch hunt.
The other blow was a two-

vo_l-ulme report by the Fund for
the  Republic on blacklisting
in radio, TV and the movie in-
dustry. This documentation of
the almost unbelievable grip
‘that the witch-hunters-for-profit
have on these industries is the
resull of a year’s research by an
investigating team under John
Cogley, former executive director
of Commonweal, a liberal
Catholic magazine.

The whole system of black-
listing in the entertainment in-
dustries was a private-entenprise
replica of the Attorney General’s
“subversive” list. 'Without trial
or hearing, on secret “evidence,”
organizations werd declared *‘sub-
versive” and people belonging to
them, their relatives. friends or
acquaintances, were kicked out of
povernment jobs as “loyalty” or
“security” cases. A horde of
witch hunters, ex-FBI men and
types out to make m fast buck
privately instituted the same
system in entertainment field.

FIRST HEARING

Eight years after the Attorney
General’s list was proclaimed as
the cornerstone of the witch
hunt, the first hearing of an
organization on it is taking
place. The Independent Socialist
League after tearing the Depart-
ment of Justice’s “evidence” to
shreds and showing its “experts”
to be ignoramuses, has now
begun to present its case.

American Stalinism
and
Anti-Stalinism

By James P. Cannon

Order from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

48 pages 15¢.

new trial or investigation, will

the Stalin eult as evidence that

ito move against its oppressors.
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City
Twin Cities
Cleveland
Detroit
Chicago
San I'rancisco
advance so that we could meet Newark
different requirements, the- Sec- Allentown
retary of State's office changed St, Louis
the ecustomary procedure for Buffalo
handling petitions, arbitrarily Seattle
disqualified 5000 of our peti- Los Angeles
tions; then Hare motified vs, In New York
the most oily liberal manner, Youngstown
that he “reprets” to state that Boston
we won’t be on the ballot this Philadelphia
year. Akron
Will Walter Reuther and Carl|| Milwaukee
Winter remember, hetween now Oukland

General
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Fund Scoreboard

Quota Paid Percent

§ 1,320.00 $ 647.00 499,
350.00 165.00 47
82500 385.00 47
1,560.00 579.00 37
5§50.00 233.50 36
200.00 63.00 32
85.00 25.00 29
85.00 25.00 29
1,760.00 50000 28
300.00 85.00 28
3,300.00 791.00 24
4 000.00 852.40 21
250.00 50.00 20
500.00 7500 15
400,00 13.00 3
140.00 0 (1]
250,00 0 0
200.00 0 0
0 20.00 0

$16,195.00 $4,508.90 28%

Publication
Is Off to

on the demolition of the ‘‘Stalin
cult,” the heroic mass action of
the Montgomery bus protest
movement and the launching of
the Socialist Workers Party
presidential campaign.

In this issue we publish our
first Fund Scoreboard. With ap-
proximately two more months to
go almost one-third of the fund
quota has been met. This is a
good beginning.

BIG CIRCULATION RISE

Friends and supporters of So-
cialist Workers Party and The
Militant realize the great im-
portance of stapping up our cam-
paign aativities. Many thousands
of copies of The Militant have
been circulated to Stalinist and
other radical circles. The special
8-page issue” of the paper with
the full text of the secret
Khoushchev report ran over 10,.-
000 copies. We are still getting
bundle orders for this issue from

The Socialist Publications
launched on May 15 in the midst of the tremendous
events following the revelations coming out of Moscow

Fund Drive
Good Start

Campaign fund was

®

Since the Fund Campaign was
launched a reprint of Trotsky’s
analysis of the Kirov Assassina-
tion has been made available,
The previously announced: Note-
book of an Agitator, by J. P.
Cannon, is now in the works and
other publications are being
processed.

KEEP IT ROLLING!

The coast-toscoast tour of vices
presidential candidate, Myra
Tanner Weiss, has carried the
message of socialism throughout
the country together with an
analysis  of the Khrushehey
revelations on the cvimes of Stal-
inism, And this is only the
beginning. The demand for our
propaganda material is increas-
ing, many new oppontunities are
opening for us, how far and how
fast we go depends upon the res-
ponse we get from our friends
and supporters to our appeal

all parts of the world.

fior funds. Tet’s keep it rolling!

CLEVELAND, June 24

the national election,
Tanner Weiss, Socialist Wiorkers
Party eandidate for vice-presi-
dent, told a local audience last
might: “The basic question is
whether we will have u socialist
world or a capitalist wonld.”

Speaking on “The U.S. Elee-
tion Campaign and the New
Events in the Soviet Union,” the
SWP candidate said, “One man
wtoesn’t ‘detepmine the history of
the United States or of Russia.”
The decisive factor. she pointed
out, is the aworld working class,
whiech is  growing in  power.
Citing the decline of capitalism
in Burope and Asia, the colonial
revolutions in Africa, and now
the beginnings of the political
revolution lagainst the bureau-
cratic regime in the Soviet
Union, she hailed the attack om

“the second largest working
class in the world” has begun

ANTICIPATING BREAK
American workers are not yet
radical, Mrs. Weiss said, but on
tthe international field, American
capitalism is on the defensive.
Its spokesmen, like Dulles, the
daily newspapers, the periodicals
of Big Busimess, are constantly
engaged in polemics against So-
cialism,

They are anticipating the
arguments of the organized labor
movement, the Negroes and other
minorities in this country when
they finally break with the
Demwoecrats and Republicans and
form an independent labor party,
she said.

The speech received an en-
thusiastic response from the
audience at the meeting to
launch the Socialist Workers
Party write-in campaign in Ohio.

WRITE-IN CAMPAIGN

The opening of Ythe write-in
campaign, necessitated by the
undemocratic Ohjo election law
pestrictions on minority parties,
was reported in the Cleveland
News, the Plain Dealer afd the
weekly Cleveland Call and Post.
The interview in the News re-
ported that the candidate “con-
demned American Communists as
complacent champions of hureau-
cracy and both Democrats and

Republicans as ‘big business’
parties.”
“Major (SWP) platform

planks, according to Mrs. Weiss,
call for the establishment of a
labor party and a break of the
APL-CI0 from the Democrats;
for the complete elimination of
all forms of segregation, and

SWP Candidate Gives View
Of Important Election Issues

— Ridiculing the “Cult of

Eisenhower” and the public debate over his illnesses which
has been substituted for discussion of the real issues in
Myirad—

MYRA TANNER

ican troops from foreign lands.”
The article in the Call and Post
reponted ;

“In her current tour Mrs.
Weiss has been interviewed by
press, radio and television news
commentators on her wviews on
the ‘new line’ from Moscow. As
a socialist critic of Stalinism
since the thirties, she has been
the object of vitmolic attack by
American Communists €or telling
them many of the facts ubout
Stalin that Khrushchev is mnow
revealing.

“Her first election campaign,
as Socialist Workers Party candi-
date for mayor of Los Angeles in
1945, was marked by sharp inter-
changes with the Communist
Panty, Mrs. Weiss condemned
tthe Stalinist war-time policy of
subordinaling ‘the strug gle
against Jim Crow in the interest
of ‘national unity.'”

Myra Tanner Weiss, vice-presi-
dential candidate of the Socialist
Workers Party will speak in
Boston on Friday, July 6, at the
Community Church Center, 563
Boylston St. Her topic will be:
The Soviet Union Today, The
meeting will begin promptly at
8:30 p.m. Her analysis of recent
events in the Stalinist world
movement and their relation to
the problems of the American
workers has been reccived with
great interest on her nation-wide
tour.

A One-Year Subscription
to THE MILITANT
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The Negro Struggle

Hillsboro Boycott

The pioneers of the growing national
movement to boycott Jim Crow, the chil-
dren and parents who refused to use
segregated schoal facilities in Hillsboro,
Ohio, have won a complete victory.

Despite a two-year struggle by the
school board and other local authorities,
neither legal stalling nor other forms of
intimidation were able to
end the boycott and compel the Negro
parents to send their children back to the

pressure and

Jim Crow Lincoln school.

BOYCOTT ACTION EFFECTIVE

On April 16 the children were finally
admitted to the formerly “white” Webster
school. With the conclusion of the school
term in May, the rest of Hillsboro’s Negro

By Jean Blake

Admission

conclusively

injustice.
3. The

“there never

completely
segregation

local group

coln school.

children attended their last segregated

classes in the Lincoln school. In addition,
Chillicothe and
announced they
segregation for colored schoiol children
with the opening of the fall term.

The local Hillsboro newspaper and the
spokesmen of the school board tried to
deny that the militant parents and chil-

two other Ohio cities,
Middletown,

4.

that nothing

will end

accomplished

little faith in

-
Press-Gazatite editorial of April 20th that

Ends in Victory

of the colored children to the

Webster school on April 16, 1956, proves
that the so-called obstacles
to integration did mnot exist. Denial of
equal educational opportunities to these
children for two years was an inexcusable

tatement of the Hillsboro

was @ problem until outside

interests moved in and created ome” was
false,

The struggle to end

in  Hillsboro schools was

initiated, organized and carried out by a

of parents headed by Mis.

Imogine Curtis, former president of the
rapent-Teachers Association at the Lin-

MILITANT STANDS WINS
The Press-Gazette smugly asserted

was accomplizhed by the two-

vear struggle that would not have been

“in a mnatural, orderly

manner if just a few peaple had had a

their neighbors and friends.”

This, too, is false. The bad faith of the
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[We publish below the tran-
seript of the speech by SWP presi-
dential candidate, Farrell Dobbs,
at the Brooklyn Compass Club
symposium, Sunday, June 24.
The symposium topic was: Work-
ing Class Policy in the 1956 Elec-
tion. Other speakers were: W,
E. B. Du Bois, David Goldway
and Clifford McAvoy.l

By Farrell Dobbs

I take it for granted that all
the speakers tonight are opposed
to capitalism and that all are
agreed on the need to establish
a socialist society in America
and throughout the world,

My remarks will therefore
hinge on the key issue facing
socialists in this country: the
need for the working class to
break with capitalist politics and
form an independent labor party
based on the unions.

THE ACID TEST

dren who persisted in demanding im- local authorities amd some "Jleighb(n"s" The Socialist Workers Paty
mediate integmation for two years had won wias demonst‘mtvd over and over again.|polds that the acid test of work-
a viotory. They tried to discredit the  First by their denmial that the Supreme|ing class policy in the 1956
effeativeness of the principled stand and  Court decision of May, 1954, applied to el']’”‘c_“"""* lies in the answers Yo
struggle them. Second, by their refusal toadmits the | these questions:  What = policy
. . A . promotes independent labor po-
But here is the record that cannot be  cclored children to the Webster and Wash- | jitical ~ action? What policy
denied : ington schools in September, 1954 and to | retards labor's political break
1. Segregation of Negro school chil- the Websber school in September, 1955.|with the class enemy?
dren existed in Hillsboro. Statements to  Third, when they deliberately tried to| 1In its recent policy declara-
the contrary by local officials were evade the court pulings through the|'ions the Communist Party —
i ) A e ) . L ) : whose position [ assume Mr.
deliberate lies. The all-Negro  Lincoln C‘O‘}ke‘d “‘3"1“{ of a new SChQ’Ol ZOoNME | Goldway will express tonight —
school was the proof. ordinance designed to establish zones | has called for a “ncw and broader

PARENTS LEAD STRUGGLE

2. The position taken by the school
board that the Lincoln school would be
when two new

abandoned

school buildings were

tion

not be
schools were overcrowded.

Segregation could have been ended at
any time, regardless of the condition of
existing school flacilities, by simply assign-
ing all Hillsboro children to the schools
nearest their homes, without regard to

race.

completed
simply a device for continuing segrega~
as was the excuse that the children
who refused to attend Lincoln school could
integrated because

along racial,

burned near

51
elementary reahized iis
was

steps to end

the other But.
gained them
Becanse the
assertion of

children to

im Hillsboro.

Finally, if the school board had not

rather than geographic lines,

Fourth, when a threatening cross was

a Negro home.

maintenance of segregation

was untenalile legally, it would have taken

4he bovcott of the Jim Crow

Limeoln school by enforeing the state’s
comnulsory education laws.
resonting to force

would have
nothing, and they knew it.
boveott had begun with the
the Negro leaders that they

would “go to jail rather than send our

a segregated school.” This

principled stand is what won the victory

Railway Labor Legislation

EXPERIENCES UNDER RAIL-

WAY LEGISLATION:

By

Leonard A. Lecht. New York:

Columhia University Press,

1956, 254 pp., $1.25.

To a person who has spent
nearly his entire adult life as
a railroad employee and has,
more or less, followed the
developments within this in-

dustry from the union member's
point of view for the last forty
vears or =0, the reading of this
book will, first of all, bring in-
creasing amazement at the im-
mense amount of work necessary
for presenting this study in the
form tthe author has developed it.

WELL WRITTEN

As the title of the

book

implies this is a deseription of

By 1. Nelson

mass party of socialism.” If such
a new movement is founded on a
principled socialist program, the
broader basis thereby attained
for united socialist action would
clearly be a great gain. The So-
cialist Workers Party welcomes
a give and take discussion lead-
ing in that direction. All points
of view should be examined with
an open mind in an effort to
arrive at a mutually acceptable
class struggle program for so-
cialist unity in action.

CP COALITION LINE

The Communist Party also ad-
vocates the building of election
coalitions and political wlliances
to work within the Democratic
Party. These formations are ad-
vised to “take a strong apd
positive stand” at the Democragic
convention and to “urge a bold
policy” upon the liberal wing
of the Democrats,

Experiences under Railway Labor
Legislation — well writtem and
readable, and no one can question

the correctness of the ‘“ex-
periences ' discuassed.
However, the author's Intro-

duction (pages 3-13, inclusive) is
the most interesting, 4s it con-
tains some of his ideas on what
brought about certain legislation
in this field. Also, some recom-
mendations on additional legisla-
tion. He states (page 4): “The
political weight of strong unions
made it possible for railway
labor to ulilize legislation as a

method for mmproving ils legal
position and achieving gains
which were diffieult or impos-

sible to obtain through collee-
tive bargaining.”
That statement will, no doubt,
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by questioned by many members
of railroad unions. When we con-
slder that in an industry employ-
ing around one million persons,
divided into twenty-two differens

sion could have enough political
weight to compel enactment of
favorable laws,

COMMITTEE REPORT
During the wage and rules

movement of the Brotherhoods in
the late 40's and early 50’s, a
supposedly  neutral  body, the
Committee on Labor and Public
Welfare of the United States
Senate, reported that in the
pemod 1039-1949, wages of rail-
road workers “deteriorated” from
37th to 64th place in American
industry, If that was correct, it
did not indicate unions strong
enough to compel favorable
legislation,

I believe that whatever favor-
able legislation for rail labor has
been adopted has been because of
two factors: (1) The govern-
ment's position that national rail-
road strikes cannot be tolerated
and, therefore, certain conces-
sions to workers must be made,
and, (2) The advent of the CIO

negotiated with corporations, in-
cluding benefits lator received by
rail labor through legislation.

FAVORS SEIZURES

As ffor the author's recom-
mendation on additional legal
mrovisions: After discussing past
govermment resorts to fedenal
seizure and injunctions, he favors
such seizure to be permissible
by law, with continued activities
by 'Mediation and Emergency
Boards during such seizure., He
advocates that whichever side
rejects an Emergency Board
award should bear the burden
accompanying it. If unions rejeet
the award, they would lose their
night to strike and must accept
the award, If management re-
jects, the government would con-
trol the carrier's income and pay
rental on the basis of "“just com-
pensation.” This a4 Yrather
peculiar sort of neutrality: The

is

guaranteed “just compensation.”

As a whole, it is an intervesting
book and rocommended to stu-
dents and those interested in this
subject.

1. Nelson

Minneapolis

An attempt is made Lo justify
this policy on the ground that
fthe workers are in the Demo-
cratic Party, but labor suppoat
of that party does not alter its
class characier, The Democratic
Party is a political instrument of

craft  unions  with very little | the capitalist class, dedicated to
political organization, it is hard |the preservation of capitalism
to understand how such a divi- | and hostile to the fundamental

interests of the working class.
Although the Democratic Party
masguerades as a party of social
reform, il actually lives today on
the concessions made during the
Roosevelt New Deal of the
Thirties. Even the Roosevelt con-
cessions were not made volun-
tarily. They were forced on the
capitalist government, headed by
Roosevelt, through the pressures
of the mass radicalization
brought about by the depression.

THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Today the Democratic Panty
bases its domestic policy on a war
economy,. It stands shoulder-to-
shoulder with the Republicans in
the  witeh - hunt  against  the
radicals, In the Democratic-con-
trolled Congress most of the key
committee posts have been given
to anti-labor. white-supremacist
Dixiecrats.

The Democratic Party takes a
bi-partisan stand with the Re-
publicans on all basic issues of

and the building of powerful in-|foreign policy. Its fundamental
dustrial unions in other indu-|0le is to tie the masses politi-
stries, whereby contracts were|C2lly to the war program of

American imperialism,

Union support of the liberal
politicians does not change their
loyalty to the capitalist class
any more than labor support of
the Democratic Party alters its
class character. In the last
analysis the liberals are political
agents of monopoly capitalism.
They defend private property in
the means of production and
must therefore adapt themselves
to capitalist principles in gov-
ernment. When the chips are
down they always side with
reaction,

CLASSIC EXAMPLES

Henry Wallace gave a classical
example of liberal treachery in
a showdown. He had been made
the presidential ecandidate and
rallying center for the Progres-
sive Party in 1048. Through his
zood offices “peaceful co-exist-
ence’” was to be attained, along

3 with large soci:
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while the earriers would be lace raved every

promise he had made and demon-
strated his fundamentul loyalty
to capitalism by coming out in
support of the imperialist mili-
tary assault on the Chinese and
Korean revolutions.

Yet another example of liberal-
ism in action is the conduct of

FARRELL DOBBS

Senator Hubert Humphrey of
Minnesota. Humphrey is today
highly touted as a great liberal
by the Americans for Democratic
Action, the principal liberal for-
mation working in alliance with
the Democratic Party. In 1954
this same Humphrey introduced
an amendment to the anti-union
Butler Dill for the purpose of
outlawing the Commumist Party.
This great liberal, cowering be-
fore  MeCarthy, became the
author of a measure outlawing
w political party for the first
time in American history.
Eugene Dennis, General Sec-
retary of the Communist Party,
claims to see in the union sup-
port of these liberal capitalist
politicians what he calls “labor's
independent political activity.”
In his report to the recent
plenum of the Communist Party's

National Committee he based
this claim mainly on the fact
of union intervention in the

capitalist party primaries.

POLITICAL TRENDS

It is true that the workers do
manifest a trend toward class
polarization on the political field.
The trend is manifested in a
tendency to choose between capi-
talist candidates as a class and
to intervene in capitalist polities
as a labor faction,

This trend shows promise of

future independent labor po-
litical action, Bui political inde-
pendence for labor can become
a reality only in direct opposi-
tion to ecapitalism, only outside
the framework of the capitalist
panties and in class  struggle
against them.

For radicals to enter capitalist
politics on the ground that the
workers are there — and to palm

feeds the existing mass illusions
about capitalist reform move-
ments and retards the working
class break with capitalist po-
litics,

THE BROWDER LINE

I practice this line leads to
support of whatever candidate
the Democrats may nominate,

Such a course is already implicit

n the Communist Panty's stress
on the need to defeat the
“Cadillac Cabinet.” It parallels

Browder's device of supporting
Roosevelt by cumpargning against
Landon in 1936, aguinst Willkie
in 1940 and against Dewey in
1944, 1 predict that under
its present policy the Com-
munist Party will supporg
whoever the [Democrats nominate,
if not openly, then by the in-
direct method of campaigning
against the Republicans.

The Communist Party’s policy

has ils origin in the class col-
laborationist concepts of “co-
existence.” It is drawn from
K hrushchev's policy as set forth
at the Twentieth Congress of the
lKussian Communist Party.
Khrushchey in turn continues
Stalin’s fundamental line of class
collaboration, with the result
that the Communist Party in this
country today continues to per-
petuate the basic policy of the
Browder era.

DOBBS ASKS DEBATE

Here is found the foumtain-
head of the whole policy of the
Communist Parly. Fundamental
questions with the deepest going
political and theorvetical implica-
tions are involved. Time and the
circumstances of our discussion
tonight do not make it possible
to 2o into the subjeet here but
it must by all means be openly
discussed. Toward this end, I
will welcome a public debate
with Engene Dennis on the ded-
sions and revelations of the
'l‘wmn,j(el,h.l]mrgress of the Rus-
sian Communist Party.

The class collaborationist lac-
tics flowing from the “‘co-exis-
tenee” line cut squarely across
the objective political needs of the
day. These tactics keep the
wornkers tied politically to the
class enemy. The Negro people
are held 1n a political coalition
with  the white supremacists,
Muass demands remain limited to
a capitalist reform program. The
monopoly capitalists are enabled
to maintain their conwol of the
government. And in the Jast
anaxlysis the “co-existence'” line
actually serves the imperialists
in their preparations for war.

DUTY OF SOCIALISTS

It is the duty of socialists to
expose every illusion of class
conciliation and to explain why
the class stroggle is drreconcil-
able under capitalism. The so-
clalists must call for & complete
mass break with capitalist po-
lities, beginning with the forma-
tion of an independent labor
party, based on the unions in an
alliance with the Negro people
and the working farmers.,

Among these who have in-
dicated opposition Lo support of

off this policy as independent|the Democratic Party are Dr. Du
labor political action — only | Bois and Mr. McAvoy, both of

whom are with us here tonight.
I understand that Mr. MeAvoy
has stated his intention to sup-
port an independent election
vickel, although so far as I know
he hag not yet indicated what
ticket he intends to support.

ings [ gather that he proposes to
abstain in the elections. A policy
of boycotting the polls is per-
missible in principle and under
certain conditions, where a prin-
cipled vote cannot be cast, it is
justified in practice. But ab-
stention  from voting is  not
necessary in the 1956 elections.
There is a vehicle at hand for
casting a principled socialist
vote Lthe presidential ticket
of the Socialist Weorkers Party.
SWpP POLICY

We do not pose the SWP ticket

as the only possible vehicle under
all  ecircumstances. The SWP

From Dr. Du Bois' recent writ- |

Text of Dobbs Speech on Election Policy

would support a labor party
ticket. even though it might run
on & reformist program, provided
it was based on solid union sup-
port. We would follow vhat policy
on the .pramise that the first
great step toward independent
labor political action is the direct
cluss break with capitalist po-
lities. 'Once the actual break is
made, program would of course
become vital and withinthe labor
party we would fight for a so-
cialist program. But today’s
facts are that there is no
prospect of a labor party ticket
in 1956.

The SWP would consider sup-
port of another nradical tickét
speaking for the socialist move-
ment, provided it ran on a prin-
cipled, class struggle program.
There are, in fact, two other
tickets in the field proposing to
speak for socialism — the So-
cialist Labar Party and the So-
cialist Party which has belatedly
decided to conduct what appears
10 be a token campaign.

THE ALTERNATIVES?

The SLP is out of touch with
poltical reality. It is blind to the
progressive  features of the
Soviet economy and does not
defend the system of planned
economy against imperialist at-
tack. The SLP is no less blind to
the inner dynamics of the union
movement, condemniing as it does
the proposuls for an ARFL-CLO
organizing drive as a mere
strengthening of the union bul-
wark of capitalism. It offers neo
realistic vehicle for a socialist
election campaign.

The Sacialist Party completely
disqualifies itself by supporting
the foreign policy of American
imperialism. 1 undersband that
Norman Thomas, at the recent
Carnegie Hall symposium, set ag
a condition for the recognition
of revol.tionary China its own
recognition of Chiang Kai-shek
who was driven off the Chinese
mainland when he tried to play
the role of hangman of the

Chinese yevolution.
Only the Socialist Workers
Party offers a principled so-

cialist program in the 1956 elec-
tions. It has a consistent record
of intransigent opposition to im-
perialist war and defense of tha
system of planned economy in
the Soviet Union and China,
despite the bureaucratic defor-
mations in those countries, 1t
supports the revolutionary strug-
gles of all the colonial peoples
against imperialism.

The SWP advocates a class
siruggle policy 1n the unions and
backs the Negro people in their
fight for social, economic and
political equality. It defends ail
victims of the capitalist witch-
hunt. The SWP calls for the
formation of an independent
labor party and it works day-in
and day-out for the abolition of
capitalism and the creation of a
socialist society.

For all who want to break
definitively with capitalist po-
litics, for all who desire a class
struggle program in the fight for
socialism, support of the Sociale
ist  Workers Party candidates
will take them in the direction

they want to go.

(Continued from page 1)
will  se¢are voters. Milliong of
dollars in slush funds will pay
expenses. How much of this is
flat bribery we will never know
.+ . .So our democracy will fall
flat so far as choice of Presi-
dential candidates is concerned
. . .Forget the presidential elec-
tion of 1956. It is already lost
and your vote 1s absolutely
worthless.”

While urging a boycott of the
presidential election, he urged
a careful scrutiny of Congres-
sional candidates and that wher-
ever “honest and open-minded
men'" could be found that they
be voted for. In this way, he
said, the American people might
be able to "eclear the halls of
Congress of its present rubbish.”

C. P. VIEWPOINT

Third speaker was David Gold-
way, who gave the viewpoint of
the Communist Party. He began
by commending the Compass
Club for sponsoring a program
at which various scialist tend-
encies could be heard. “It is to
be regretted that such meetings
took place so infrequently in

of the times that they are be-
ginning to take place now,” he
said.

“T want to start off in agree-
ment with Mr, Dobbs.” Goldway
continued, “on the need for so-
cialism in America and the fact
that the two big parties are
dominated by Big Business.”
But the big question is, he add-
ed, “What can he done now? —
utopian fantasies, ete., e¢annot

the past and a wholesome sign|-

the Democratic Party to take
a stand on the issues."” That is
the only way the Democrats can
defeat the Cadillac cabinet.
Therefore the main effort should
be to influence the Democratic
Party in a progressive direction.

FOR LABOR P’ARTY

Final speaker was Clifford T.
McAvoy, who began by stating:
“Just four years ago we did have
an alternative in the elections
— that was the Progressive Par-
ty ticket of Hallinan and Bass,
on the ballot in 18 states. . .
It is my conviction now, as in
1936, when 1 was a founding
member of the American Labor
Party, that labor must have its
own party. 1 say this not as a
theoretician, but as somewhat of
a pragmatist. For ten years 1
had experience in the union
movement as secrctary of a
PAC committee; going from
state to state and city to city
talking to politicians in the in-
terests of labor. From that ex-
perience 1 am convinced labor
must have its own party.

“Mr. Dobbs spoke for a labor
party from the theoretical end
. .and 1 agree with what he
said but I speak on it from the
practical end.” However, with no
possihility for a labor party
ticket in 1956, “I shall cast my
vote for the SWIP licket," said
Mr. McAvoy, “even though 1
disagree with the foreign policy
outlook of the SWP.”

MecAvoy voiced his disagree-
ment with those who had decided
to liquidate the ALP and men-
tioned thut on the coming Wed-

help us now.” What could be
done in his opinion was “to force

“We would not have to start
from scratch, as we do now, if
those people had had the cour-
age to carry on. What can we
do then between now and Nov.
1956? Organize more discus-
sions like this here tonight.”
In the animated question per-
iod that followed, the lion’s share
of the questions were directed
at Goldway. Most of these ex-
pressed doubt of the correctness,
or the possibility of, influencing
the Democratic Party. One ques-
tioner asked what Goldway would

do if the Democratic platform
was so reactionary that he
couldn’t support it. Wonld he

then consider voting the SWP
ticket. To this Goldway replied:
“Would | support a candidate
of the SWP? (long pause) Just
at the moment. . . 1 could not
say,"” and then added, “an af-

firmative answer is not exclud-
ed.”

SUPPORT NOT EXCLUDED
Dr. DuBois was asked what he
would do if he went to the polls
to vote for a congressioral can-
didate who met his specifica-
tions, would he still boycott the
presidential contest or would he
consider a vote for the SWP?
In reply he asked, with some
surprise whether the SWP would
be on the ballot in New York.

.=« Trotskyists Challenge CP

hour was late, the speakers ex-
pressed their satisfaction that a
meeting affording such a free
exchange of political views had
been held. Dobbs, the last speak-
er, called for support of the
SWP ticket as the only vehicle
for carrying forward the fight
for socialism on election day.
He urged that further meetings,
debates, and forums be held
everywhere possible.

In the audience of about 150
were members and sympathizers
of various political groups, as
well as many independent so-
cialists. Identifiable by their
questions and statements were
people from the Communist Par-
ty, Labor Youth League, Social-
ist Workers Party and Socialist
Party.

—
America’s
Road to
S oa’cgh'sm

The audience veplied it would.
He then said he did not suffi-
ciently know what the minor
party platforms were. He em-|
phasized that he did not know
a great deal about election poli-
tics, “having lived some 20-odd
yvears in Atlanta, Georgia, where

nesday the final meeting to dis-
solve the ALP was taking place.

I was not allowed to vote.”
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