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Comrade Chairman and Comrades: As the chairman 
has indicated, and as many o f you know, a speech about 
the Soviet Union is not a new experience fo r me. In fact, 
I  have been ta lk in g  about i t  ever S-
since 1917, and a lw ays fro m  the 
same p o in t o f view.

I  w ish  to  begin m y rem arks 
to n ig h t by re s ta tin g  the  opinion 
I  have held abou t the Soviet U n ­
ion ever since i t  f i r s t  arose o u t 
o f the re vo lu tion  39 years ago. 
and by p resen ting  m y creden­
tia ls  to  ta lk  once aga in  about 
the  g re a t new th in g s  th a t have 
been happening there  —  to  an 
audience which, 1 take it ,  is 
fr ie n d ly  as I  am, to  the Soviet 
U n ion , and believes as I  do, th a t 
the in te res ts  and th e  destiny  o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class 
a re  ind isso lub ly  bound up w ith  
th e  in te rests and destiny  o f the 
Soviet Union.

W e T ro ts k y is ts  regard  the 
Russian R evolu tion o f 1917 as 
the great d iv id in g  line  in  hum an 
h is to ry . Ascending w o rld  c a p ita l­
ism  came to  a h a lt  there, m et 
w ith  its  f i r s t  defeat, and entered 
in to  its  decline. The Russian 
R evolu tion s ignalized the rea l 
beg inn ing o f hu m an ity ’s march 
to  the h igh e r and be tte r order 
o f socialism . A l l  social progress 
in  modern tim es dates fro m  N o ­
vem ber 7, 1917.

W e T ro ts k y is ts  are in te rn a ­
tiona lis ts . W e have a lw ays  re ­
garded the Russian R evolu tion 
n o t as an end in  its e lf ,  b u t as 
the  s ta rt in g  p o in t o f the w o rld ­
w ide soc ia lis t revo lu tion . F o r 
th a t reason, fro m  th a t soc ia lis t 
in te rn a tio n a lis t s tandpo in t, w e  
have been pa rtisans and defen­
ders o f the Soviet U n ion  and the 
Russian R evolu tion w h i c h  
b rough t i t  in to  existence, ever 
since 1917.

E v e ry th in g  th a t  has happened, 
in  the 39-year evo lu tion  o f the 
Soviet U n ion has a lw ays had a 
b u rn in g  in te re s t f o r  us fro m  
th a t  in te rn a tio n a lis t soc ia lis t 
p o in t o f v iew . E v e ry th in g  we 
have said and done, e ith e r in  
pra ise o r in  c r it ic is m , in  a ll the 
in te rve n in g  tim e , has been gov­
erned by the s ing le  c r ite r io n : 
W h a t is  good fo r  the Revolution, 
fo r  the defense o f the Soviet 
U n ion , fo r  the extension o f the 
revo lu tion  th roughou t the w o rld ?

T h a t was o u r c r ite r io n  in  de­
fe n d in g  the revo lu tion  in  its  f i r s t  
d i f f ic u lt  years when the com­
bined im p e ria lis t na tions tr ie d  
to  s trang le  i t  in  the cradle.

T ha t was ou r c r ite r io n  in  1928 
when we f ir s t  came out in  sup­
port. o f the  L e ft  O pposition in  
the Russian P a rty  in  the  in te r ­
na l s tru g g le  aga inst the bureau­
c ra tic  degeneration o f the revo­
lu tio n  under S ta lin . The L e ft  
O pposition fou gh t under the 
great slogans o f  S ov ie t Demo­
cracy, In d u s tr ia liz a tio n  and Rev­
o lu tio n a ry  In te rn a tion a lism . I t  
stood fo r  the  defense o f  the  So­
v ie t U n ion  by the  policy o f in ­
te rn a tio n a l class s trugg le .

W e were governed by the same 
c r ite r io n  —  w h a t is good fo r  the 
Soviet U n ion  and fo r  its  exten­
sion th rou gh ou t the w orld  —  in

the 30’s when we denounced the 
Moscow T r ia ls  as fram e-ups and 
protested aga ins t the physica l 
ex te rm ina tion  o f the O ld B o l­
sheviks who w ere the v ic tim s  o f 
those tr ia ls .

W e b rin g  the same crite rion , 
the same basic p o in t o f view  
about the S ovie t U n ion, to  the 
present consideration o f  the new 
reve la tions now com ing o u t o f 
Moscow about the  m onstrous 
crim es o f  S ta lin  and S ta lin ism . 
W e discuss them  as pa rtisan s  
and defenders o f the  S ovie t U n ­
ion. I  sta te  th a t by w a y  o f  in ­
troduc tion  to  estab lish the  theme 
o f a l l I  have to  say to n ig h t.

*  *  *

The news com ing fro m  the 
20th Congress o f the  C om m unist 
P a rty  o f the  Soviet Union rep­
resents progress in  a l l respects.

In  the f i r s t  place, the economic 
reports  show the trem endous de­
velopm ent o f the productive fo r ­
ces o f the Soviet U nion, inc lud­
in g  its  m ilita ry  po ten tia l. Thanks 
to  the revo lu tion , and the new 
social system  o f nationalized 
p rope rty  and planned economy 
created and made possible by the 
revo lu tion , the  Soviet U n ion  is 
no longer a backward country . 
In  in d u s tr ia l developm ent i t  
stands second on ly  to  the  U n ited 
States, and its  ra te  o f  produc­
tiv e  development is g rea te r than 
th a t o f the U n ited  States.

In  the second place, the 20th 
Congress occurred a t a m om ent 
when the extension o f  the  revo­
lu tio n  and the a b o lition  o f cap i­
ta lis t  p ro pe rty  fo rm s  in  E as t­
ern Europe and in  China, and 
the r is in g , tide  o f  the colon ia l 
revo lu tion , coincide w ith  in n u ­
m erable weaknesses and d isloca­
tions in  the w o rld  c a p ita lis t f ro n t. 
T h is  com bination o f  c ircum stan­
ces has g re a tly  im proved the  po­
s ition  o f  the Soviet U n ion  in 
re la tio n  to  the im p e ria lis t pow­
ers. Thanks to  th is  extension o f 
the revo lu tion , the Soviet Union 
is no longer iso lated and, s u r­
rounded in a C ap ita lis t w o rld .

In  in te rn a tio n a l re la tions  to ­
day the Soviet U n ion  obviously 
leads n o t fro m  weakness b u t 
fro m  s treng th . I t  is  the  s treng th  
o f the Soviet U n ion  th a t com­
pelled the im p e ria lis t powers 
headed by the U n ited  States to 
pause before the reckless gam ble 
o f a m il ita ry  a ttack , w h ich  has 
been the cen tra l fe a tu re  o f  th e ir  
w o rld  p rogram  fo r  a long tim e.

And f in a lly ,  the events o f  the 
20th Congress represent p ro ­
gress because a p a r t  o f the t ru th  
o f w h a t has been go ing  on in ­
side the Soviet U n ion  fo r  a long 
tim e, to  underm ine i t  and en­
danger i t  —  a p a r t  o f the  t ru th  
th a t was revealed a t the 20th 
Congress fo r  the f i r s t  tim e , and 
t ru th  is a lways the a l ly  o f  p ro ­
gress.

In  the new reve la tions, and 
others tha t are yet. to  come, we 
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Trotskyist Leaders Challenge 
CP Heads to Public Debates
Civil Liberties 
Gains Follow  
Kutcher Case

By George Lavan
June 26th was a red le tte r  day 

on the c iv il libe rties  calendar fo r  
1956. I t  was the day on which 
James K utcher, the legless W orld  
W ar I I  veteran, re turned to  w ork 
in  the N ew ark branch o f the V e t­
erans A d m in is tra tio n . F o r eight 
years K u tche r’s case has been 
one o f the key c iv il libe rtie s  
figh ts  because he challenged the 
very  basis o f  the w itch  hunt by 
openly a d m ittin g  membership in 
an organ iza tion  which had been 
a rb it ra r ily  placed on the  A t ­
torney General’s lis t.

Ki te lle r 's  v ic to ry  is the f irs t 
o f i ts  k ind . O ther v ic tim s  o f the 
lo y a lty  pu rge  th a t have gotten 
th e ir  jobs hack have done so in 
cases where th e y  were able to- 
establish th a t they were v ic tim s 
o f m si taken id e n tity  o r had not 
been, “ g u ilty ”  o f  th e  thoughts or 
associations alleged a g a i n s t  
them .

Kwteher, however, never once 
backed down on his soc ia lis t be­
lie fs  o r membership in the  So­
c ia lis t  W orkers  P a r ty  in  the 
course o f the  long f ig h t in  w h ich 
Iris jo b  was taken aw ay and his 
home and h is  pension threatened 
by the w itch  hunters.

S O C IA L S E C U R IT Y  CASE
A no the r hearten ing  v ic to ry  on 

the c iv i l lib e rtie s  fro n t was the 
ru lin g  o f  the  Social S ecu rity  
A d m in is tra tio n  tha t aged fo rm er 
employes o f the Communist P arty 
and th e ir  su rv ivo rs  and depend­
ents had been il le g a lly  deprived 
o f  th e ir  pensions. The ru lin g  
came in the cases o f W illia m  
Foster, • 75 - year old na tiona l 
cha irm an o f the CP, 74-year old 
Jacob M inde l, 70-year o ld  Mrs. 
M indel and throe others.

A ll o f these had been deprived 
o f  th e ir  t in y  social secu rity  pen­
sions on the w itch -hu n t change 
th a t  th e y  had been employed by 
a “ fo re ig n ”  govormnenll. A ll  had 
been employes, o r were w idows 
o f  employes, o f the CP n a tion a lly  
o r loca lly . F o r 20 years the 
Social S ecu rity  had deducted 
taxes fi;om  th e ir  wages fo r  pen­
sions. The pensions were stopped 
some m onths ago and the gov­
ernm ent ordered the v ic tim s  to 
pay back w ha t they had already 
received in pension benefits.

One o f  the  crudest fram e-ups 
in  Am erican h is to ry  appears to  
have been ended by the Kentucky 
C ourt o f  Appeals decision in  the 
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Legless Veteran Sends 
Letter to Supporters

[Jam es K u tche r, the  legless 
veteran, who was fire d  from  his 
c iv il service jo b  in  1948 fo r  ad­
m itted  membership in the So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , has ad­
dressed the  fo llo w in g  le tte r  to  
a ll who helped him  c a rry  on the 
f ig h t which th is  m onth cu lm in ­
ated in his being restored to  his 
job. —  Ed.]

June 26, 1956

Dear F riend:
Today I  w ent back to  w o rk  as 

a c le rk  in  the N e w ark  branch 
o f the  Veterans A dm in is tra tion . 
I t  is  v e ry  d i f f ic u lt  fo r  me to  
express adequate ly m y emotions. 
I am f ille d  no t on ly  w ith  pe r­
sonal happiness a t being v in d i­
cated and hav ing  a jo b  again 
b u t w ith  a fee lin g  th a t th rough ' 
me som eth ing m ore im p o rta n t —  
Am erican c iv il lib e rtie s  —  has

won a v ic to ry . I  hope m y case 
w il l  now serve as an im p o rta n t 
legal precedent fo r  others who 
have been v ic tim ized  and sm ear­
ed so le ly because o f th e ir  po li­
tica l views.

G R A T E F U L  FOR H E L P

I would no t have regained m y 
job i f  i t  hadn 't been fo r  the he lp 
wh ich you gave in d iv id u a lly  o r 
th rough  y o u r o rgan iza tions to  
the K u tch e r C iv il R igh ts  Com­
m ittee . I w a n t to  thank you fo r  
th a t he lp from  the depths o f my 
heart. N o t on ly  d id  y o u r con­
tr ib u tio n s  make possible the 
e ig h t years o f lega l s trugg le , 
which I  could n o t o therw ise have 
a ffo rded, b u t i t  was the m ain 
th in g  th a t sustained m y m ora le 
in periods o f discouragem ent.

I t  was a w onderfu l th in g  in  
the course o f the past e ig h t 
years to  receive repeated p roo f 
tha t the labor movem ent ■ and

libe ra l defenders o f c iv i l lib e r­
ties were behind me —  tha t I 
wasn't w ag ing a lone ly crusade. 
T h is  p roo f came in  the fo rm  o f 
personal le tte rs , con tribu tions , 
public s ta tem ents, and reso lu ­
tions, meetings, in v ita tio n s  to 
speak before union and o ther 
o rgan iza tions and many a per­
sonal word o f encouragement.

W IL L  H E L P  O THERS
I w ish  to  thank a ll o f you fo r  

w h a t you have done to  b rin g  
about today's v ic to ry ; a ll the in ­
d iv idua ls , the labo r movement 
and a ll o ther groups who helped. 
I also w a n t to  assure you th a t 
m y in te rests in dem ocratic r ig h ts  
w ill no t end now th a t m y  own 
have been restored. I in tend to 
take  m y  place in you r ranks, 
as a supporte r and f ig h te r  fo r  
the libe rties  and r ig h ts  o f others.

G ra te fu lly  Yours,
James K utcher

Brooklyn Symposium 
Stimulates Call for 
More Open Discussion

By John Thayer
“ I invite a debate w ith Eugene Dennis, genera'] sec­

retary of the American Communist Parity,”  declared Far­
rell Dobbs, national secretary of the Socialist Workers 
P a rty , la s t n ig h t a t  a sym po- •> 
shim  in  B rook lyn . “ F urthe rm ore  
m y p a rty  ha ils  such a free , gtve 
and take discussion as thiS held
to n ig h t and urges th a t in  the

Will Back Dobbs 
Says McAvoy At 
Brooklyn Meeting

N E W  Y O R K . June 25 —  “ I 
sha ll cast my vo le  fo r  the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  in  the 
1956 pres identia l elections,”  de­
clared C lif fo rd  T . M cAvov, 1953 
candidate o f  the Am erican Labor 
P a rty  fo r  M ayor o f New Y ork 
at a sym posium  las t n ig h t in 
Brooklyn.

MlcAvoy, long p rom inen t it 
the labo r m ovem ent and sub­
sequently  a  leader o f the 
-Proig*e*sive P a rty , Vnad-e his 
liia 'ii vatic and unexpected declare - 
'•:on o f  suyipont o f F a rre ll Dofob" 
and M yra  T . Wleiss. th e  S W I 
standard bearers, in the course 
r tf a speech on the syinposiunr 
'Subject —  W o rk in g  Glass Policy 
!n 'the 1956 E lections. (A  Sul' 
rep o rt on l he sym posium  appear; 
elsewhere in  th is  issue.)

M O D E L FOR O THERS
In  com ing out fo r  the SW P 

ticke t, M cA voy made it c lear 
tha t he had disagreem ents w ith  
some o f (he p a rty 's  positions. 
Specifica lly, he d id  not agree 
w ith  the fo re ign  po licy plank. 
Nonetheless, he said, he would 
support the SW P in  1956 be­
cause it  o ffe red  w o rk ing  people 
•lie on ly  a lte rn a tive  to  vo tin g  fo r 
■he B ig Business m a jo r parties.

F a rre ll Dobbs the SW P candi­
date f o r  p res iden t, who was one 
o f the speakers a t the sym po­
sium , thanked M cA vtjy  fo r  his 
statem ent o f  support as a 
s ig n ifica n t p o lit ic a l ac t which 
would aid in p ro m o tin g  an e ffec­
tiv e  soc ia lis t cam paign in  1956. 
He urged that, o thers  who also 
were not- in  fu l l  agreem ent w ith  
th e  SW P but could no t stomach 
the  Dem ocratic o r Republican 
pa rties , to  fo llo w  ‘M cA voy ’» ex­
ample.

com ing period they be held on 
the w ides t possible scale.”

In  Los Angeles a s im ila r  call 
was voiced a week e a rlie r by 
James P. Cannon, SW P na tiona l 
chairm an. Addressing a m eeting 
on "K h rushchev 's  R eport on 
S ta lin ,”  he sa id : “ W e are h e a rt­
i ly  in  fa v o r o f a fu l l  and free  
discussion among a ll people and 
a ll tendencies fr ie n d ly  to  the So­
v ie t  Un ion and pro fess ing devo­
tio n  to  the soc ia lis t ideal. W e 
hope and believe th a t o u t o f  such 
a discussion, a f u l l  and fre e  and 
unregu la ted discussion, can Come 
a new understand ing am ong hon­
est, socia list-m inded w orke rs , a 
new s o lid a rity , so long d is ru p t­
ed by S ta lin ism , and a reg roup­
m ent in an honest p a rty  o f 
Am erican socia lism .”

?O UR S P E A K E R S  
The sym posium  a t w h ich 

Dobbs spoke was on W o rk in g  
Dlass Policy in  th e  1956 E lec- 
dons and was sponsored by the 
[Brooklyn Compass C lub. F ou r 
speakers pa rtic ip a ted : D a v i d  
Goldway, executive secre ta ry o f 
he Je ffe rson School; C lif fo rd  

T. M cA voy, fo rm e r candidate o f 
the Am erican Labor P a rty  (N ew  
Y ork  section o f the Progressive 
P a rty ) ;  Dr. W . E. B. DuBois, 
d is tinguished h is to ria n  and edu­
ca to r; and F a rre ll Dobbs, SW P 
p res iden tia l candidate. F o llo w in g  
presenta tion by the speakers o f 
th e ir  various v iew po in ts  there  
was an hour-long question per­
iod, then each speaker made a 
b r ie f sum m ation.

The o rder o f speakers, chosen 
by lo t, p u t Dobbs f ir s t .  (H is  
presenta tion speech appears else­
where in  th is  issue.)

ADVO CATES BO YCO TT 
Second speaker was D r. Du­

Bois. "A d m it,  then-, m y frien ds ,”  
he argued "thalt- fo r  1956 a t  least 
we are licked as f a r  as presi- 
le n tia l candidates are concerned. 
B ig  Business w i l l  nom inate thfe 
candidates. B ig  Business w il l  
screen the news and w r ite  the 
ed ito ria ls . Radio and te levis ion, 
owned by B ig  Business, w i l l  con­
duct the cam paign. The F B I 
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John G. Wright — Defender of Marxism
By A rt Preis

World Trotskyism has suffered a grievous loss w ith 
the death on June 21 o f John G. Wri'ght, pen-name of
Joseph Vanzler. For almost a 
one o f  the ab lest and m ost 
devoted defenders- o f M arx ism , 
the science o f 'the em ancipation 
o f the w o rk in g  class. He ta u g h t 
re vo lu tio n a ry  you th  the m eaning 
and va lue o f the g re a t libe ra  ting- 
theories o f  sc ie n tific  socialism .

Hi's devoted w ife  D o ris  was 
w ith  h im  a t  h is  sudden, tra g ic  
end, 'He had been i l l  fo r  six 
m onths but hope was held fo r  
h is  recovery. He collapsed o f 
h e a rt fa ilu re  in  h is  home las t 
Thursday. Em ergency aid was 
qu ick ly  summoned. B u t the  use 
o f  oxygen and a pu lm o to r were 
in va in . He leaves a fo u r-ye a r 
old son.

He was a close co llabora to r 
w ith  the great Bolshevik leader 
Leon T ro tsky  d u rin g  the la tte r 's  
la s t years. As the tra n s la to r o f  a 
num ber o f  T ro ts k y ’s works. 
Comrade W rig h t made availab le  
to  the E ng lish-speaking world 
some o f  the most inva luab le 
w r itin g s  o f the Bolshevik genius.

M A R X IS T  SCH O LAR
Since 1933, when he o ffic ia lly  

entered th e  T ro ts k y is t move­
m en t, Usick, as he was a ffec-

q uarte r  century he had been

t¡Ornately known to  h is  comrades, 
con tribu ted hundreds o f a rtic les  
to  bhe Am erican and in te rna tiona l 
T ro ts k y is t  press. T o  h is  vo lu m i­
nous mass o f w r i t in g  and in ­
num erable educational lectures, 
W r ig h t  b rought an encyclopedic 
grasp o f in te rn a tio n a l a ffa irs  
and a tho ro ug h-g o in g  knowledge 
o f the w o rks  o f M a rx , Engels, 
Lenin, T ro ts k y , and m any o ther 
soc ia lis t th inke rs .

B u t the  fie ld to  which he con­
tr ib u te d  m ost was the study and 
analysis o f the  Soviet U n ion 
and the  S ta lin is t bureaucracy, 
especially since 1910. He was 
w ith o u t a peer in  uncovering 
developments in the Soviet 
U nion, fo llo w in g  bhe moves o f 
the K rem lin  and g iv in g  the 
revo lu tiona ry  soc ia lis t movement 
a fa c tu a l isisight in to  the  h is to ric  
events and changes ta k in g  place 
in  the firs t, though  degenerated, 
w orkers  state.

W r ig h t  was born  in Sam ar­
kand in  bhe o rien ta l p a rt o f 
C za ris t Russia, abou t 52 years 
ago. He never knew the precise 
dote o f  h is  b ir th .  H e  came w ith

JO H N  G W R IG H T

his fa m ily  to th e  U n ited  States 
when he was twelve years old.

By d in t  o f  g re a t e ffo r t ,  he 
secured a fo rm a l education and 
graduated fro m  H a rva rd  U n iv e r­
s ity  as a specialist, in  collo ida l 
chem is try . He had a pro found 
g r a s p  o f  m athem atics and' 
th roughout h is a d u lt li fe  closely 
followed a ll im p o rta n t develop­
ments in  na tu ra l science. S ho rtly  
a f te r  the explosion oif the f irs t  
tw o  atom ic bombs on Jap an  in 
A ug us t 1945, W r ig h t  de livered a 
series o f b r i l l ia n t  lectures tex-

plaini-ng the d ia lec tica l nature 
o f a tom ic physics and the char­
acter o f a tom ic energy.

D u rin g  his H arvard  days, he 
became deeply in terested in  the 
study o f ph ilosophy and was 
introduced by an . o ld  German 
pro fessor to  the w r it in g s  of 
Hegel, who had uncovered the 
laws o f  the d ia lectic but had 
applied them ch ie fly  in  an ideal­
is t ic  sense. D issatisfied w ith  
Hegel, W rig h t began to  in ­
vestigate the use o f  the d ia lec­
tica l method in  the  m ate ria l 
world . T h is  led him in the la te 
Twenties to  the study o f M arx 
and Engels.

BECO M ES T R O T S K Y IS T

In  1928, the la te  D r. A n to ine tte  
K on ikow  was the leader o f a 
c irc le  o f  Boston com m unists who 
had broken w ith  the  increas ing ly  
Stalimized bureaucracy o f  the 
Am erican Com m unist P a r t y .  
Through increasing association 
and discussion w ith  D r. Kon ikow . 
W rig h t was d ra w n  to the  ea rly  
T ro ts k y is t movem ent, organized 
as the  C om m unist League o f 
Aimercia, fo re ru n n e r o f  the 
present Socialist W orkers  P a rty . 
W righ lt was m arried fo r  a num­
ber o f yea r to  D r. K om kow ’s 
daughter, flhe la te  E d ith  K on iw ow  
and they are survived by a son 
in h is twenties.

F rom  the f irs t,  W r ig h t  im ­
mersed h im s e lf in the a c tiv itie s  
o f the  T ro ts k y is t p a rty . A ltho ug h  
he was o r ig in a lly  led to  the revo­
lu tio n a ry  movem ent by h is in te l­
lectual in terests, he became an 
intense, loyal p a r ty  activist.. He. 
plunged in to  the a c tiv ity  o f  the 
Now Y ork  local, assumed his 
share o f  branch w ork and helped 
to c a rry  on the w o rk  oif local 
leadership. H is special ta len ts 
made him  an inevitab le  choice 
fo r  educational d ire c to r o f  the 
local.

In  la te r  years, as h is respon­
s ib ilitie s  g rew  in  connection w ith  
h is w o rk  as a m em ber o f  the 
ed ito ria l boards o f The M il ita n t  
and the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, he 
recalled, w ith  nosta lg ia , the 
period o f  h is m ost ac tive  branch 
l i fe  arid spoke w ith  a special 
p ride o f  h is  p a rtic ip a tio n  in the 
g re a t New Y o rk  hotel w orkers 
s tr ike  o f  1934. Ho was elected 
to the national com m ittee o f  the 
Socia list W orke rs  P a rty  a t the 
A p r i l 1940 convention and had 
been reelected a t a ll subsequent 
conventions.

M A N  O F P R IN C IP L E

The l i fe  o f the T ro ts k y is t 
movement bus a lw ays beer 
marked b y  intense ideological 
discussions and strugg les. W righ lt 
pa rtic ip a ted  to the f u l l  in  th is

in te rna ! ideolog ica l a c t iv ity .  He 
was d is tingu ished b y  h is firm  
adherence to ‘M a rx is t p rinc ip les  
and in  every tes t ho. took has 
stand f irm ly  on the side o f the 
p ro le ta r ia n  w in g  in the  pa rty . 
He con tribu ted m any a rtic les  to 
the in te rna l discussion bu lle tins  
and helped to  d ra ft  m any o f the 
most im p o rta n t reso lutions o f the 
p a rty . H is la s t w o rk  was p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in d ra w in g  up th e  
d ra ft  reso lu tions on China, the 
colonial revo lu tions, the  latest 
tu rn  o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, 
etc.

In  the la te T h irt ie s , while 
Leon T ro ts k y  was in  e x i le . in 
Mexico, W rig h t entered in to  an 
extensive co llabora tion w ith  him. 
W rig h t placed his experience as 
a research expert at T ro ts k y ’s 
disposal and gave, the la tte r  
valuable aid in the preparation 
o f a num ber o f  his im portan t 
w ritings .

T R A N S L A T E D  TR O TS K Y
'Some o f T ro ts k y 's  most s ig n i­

ficant w orks were transla ted fo r  
P ioneer P ub lishers b y  W righ lt. 
who b rough t to the task  mot only- 
h igh  li te ra ry  competence bu t 
c lear understand ing o f  T ro ts k y ’s 
ideas and p rogram . T ro ts k y  h im ­
se lf 'had the highest p ra ise  fo r  
the q u a lity  o f  W rig h t's  tra n s la ­
tions. Am ong the  m a jo r books- 
w h ich W r ig h t  trans la ted  du ring

T ro ts k y ’s life tim e  were The- 
T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l A f te r  T.enin 
and The S ta lin  School o f F a ls ifi­
ca ti on. He also trans la ted  scores 
o f T ro ts k y ’s artic les  fo r  The 
M il ita n t  The New In te rn a tion a l 
and the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. As 
e d ito r o f  T ro ts k y ’s works, f o l­
low ing h is  death in 1940, W rig h t 
selected and trans la ted  the im ­
p o rta n t m ate ria ls  eoritamed in 
the two volum es o f The F irs t 
F ive A’ cars o f the Com intern.

T h is  w ork reveals the true  
ro le o f  T ro tsky  in  the founding 
-if the Soviet Union and the 
fo rm a tion  o f the T h ird  In te rn a ­
tiona l, a ro le obscured by m oun­
ta ins  o f S ta lin is t slander. The 
Communist w orkers and youth, 
who are being inspired to  delv< 
back in to  the past as a resu lt o f 
Khrr.shchev's confessions, w i l l  
have in  these tw o  volumes 
transla ted by W rig h t the docu­
m entary evidence o f T ro ts k y ’s 
leading po litica l ro le at the side 
o f  Lenin.

W r'gh 't w ro te  on aim  o r i ever« 
Unirne, from  abs trac t theo ry  to 
the m ost b u rn in g  curren t events. 
He w ro te  m-a-iry a rtic les  on tlie  
Am erican economy and diagnosed 
the  il ls  o f Am erican capi-t.-Uisim 
l ie  ranged a ll over the globe in 
Ills  analysis o f irh e n iy ilo -ia  
events, l ie  was the f irs t jo u rn a l­
is t  in  the U n ited  S la tes to  deteci 
the c iv i l w a r In  Y ugoslavia  anti

to reveal its  w o rk in g  class cha r­
acter. The ’Chinese revo lu tion o f 
1949-50 was discussed, wilth g rea t 
acumen b y  him  in  a series o f 
a rtic les .

E X P E R T  O N S T A L IN IS M
B u t in no fie ld was he more 

exp e rt than the Soviet U nion. He 
read and analyzed the Soviet 
press and uncovered fro m  the 
m erest h in ts  and obscure re fe r ­
ences m any o f the m ost momen­
tous events. T im e and again be 
vas the f irs t  to reveal im p o rta n t 
Soviet economic trends and s h ifts  
i f  line o f the K re m lin  bureau­
cracy.

He was the firs t to  uncover and 
make pub lic  S ta lin ’s last purge, 
the fram c-up o f the Soviet Jew ish 
doctors. M onths a fte r  S ta lin 's  
death, h is K re m lin  successors 
adm itted to  the t ru th  o f the fact 
as they had firs t been revealed 
to fhc w orld  by John G. W rig h t. 
He subsequently dislosed the

real a g r ic u ltu ra l c ris is  that 
ocked the M alenkov regime.

O ur U sick was a w arm , sensi- 
jvc, generous person. I l is  g re a t 
otcIlectAial capacities leal h im  to 
he re vo lu tio n a ry  socia list inove- 
nent. B u t i t  was Iks deep human 
''Ceilings th a t  m otiva ted ' h is  revo- 
'u tio n a ry  s trugg le s  fo r  23 years. 
We w il l  m iss h im  as a comrade 
ind fr ie n d  and a loya l f ig h te r 
fo r  socialism .

Khrushchev’s 
Report On 

Stalin’s Crimes
By James P. Cannon

[Published below is the fu l l  te x t o f the speech by James P. 
Cannon, delivered, in  Los Angeles, C a lifo rn ia , on  June 15, 1956 at 
C hanning H a ll. E n tit le d : Khrushchev’s Report on S ta lin , the 
published te x t is a transc rip tio n  from  a tape record ing.]
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The Khrushchev Report on Crimes of Statin
(C ontinued from  page 1)

see the  d is to rted  re fle c tion  in  
the  top circ les o f  the Soviet bu­
reaucracy o f  a deep-going move­
m ent o f the  Soviet masses. W e 
are w itness ing a new stage in 
th e  development o f  the  Russian 
Revolu tion , a progressive stage. 
T he  Soviet masses are beg inn ing 
to  s t ir .  T h a t’s why the tops are 
shaking.

The wholesale denunciation 
and repud ia tion  o f  S ta lin , three 
years a f te r  he is  sa fe ly  dead, 
sensational and fa r-re a ch in g  as 
i t  is, m arks on ly  the  beginning. 
T he  w hole s to ry  o f the  m on­
strous crim es o f  S ta lin  and S ta­
lin is m  has n o t y e t been told. 
F a r  fro m  i t .  B u t the  he irs  and 
accomplices o f S ta lin , b y  th e ir  
p re lim in a ry  reve la tions, have set 
in  m otion  a process th a t they 
w i l l  never be able to  con tro l.

I t  w i l l  no t stop u n t il the fu l l  
t ru th  is known, and u n t il every 
ves tige  o f S ta lin ism  in  the So­
v ie t U n ion  has been sw ept away 
by the S ov ie t masses, and u n t il 
th is  fo u l disease is  eradicated 
fro m  the  in te rn a tio n a l labor 
movem ent. The t ru th  is  on the 
m arch  again and no th ing  can 
stop it .  The t ru th  is  a lways 
progressive. The t ru th  is  revo­
lu tio n a ry .

*  *  *

The sub ject o f  ou r discussion 
to n ig h t is provided by the  speech 
o f  Khrushchev a t  a closed ses­
sion o f  the 20th Congress, Feb­
ru a ry  24 and 25. The te x t  o f 
th is  speech was leaked to  the 
d ip lo m a tic  representatives o f 
va rious fo re ig n  powers, and was 
fre e ly  re fe rred  to  in  the  w orld  
press m ore than tw o  m onths ago.

On June 4 the te x t  o f  the 
speech o f  26,000 words was is ­
sued to  the  press by the U.S. 
S tate D epartm ent. I t  was pub­
lished in  fu l l  in  the  New Y ork 
T im es the  n e x t day, and has 
b ro u g h t no denial o r  repud ia tion

Foster’s Question,
The D a ily  W o rke r sets a good 

them e fo r  th e  discussion when 
i t  says in  its  e d ito r ia l:

“ T he  S tate D epartm ent is 
dead w ro ng  when i t  suggests 
th a t the  ev ils  o f  the  S ta lin  era 
are inhe rent in  socialism . The 
fa c t is  th a t the development o f 
those ev ils  created a p e r il fo r  
socialism . The repression, the 
in jus tice , the fram e-up , the  to r ­
tu re , are a gross perversion o f 
soc ia lis t p rinc ip les .”
T h a t’s w h a t the week-end 

W o rke r said. I  f u l ly  agree w ith  
th a t  sta tem ent. T h a t has always 
been o u r op in ion and w e see 
less reason than ever to  change 
i t  now.

W h a t is new and im p o rta n t in  
the  Khrushchev re p o rt, is  th a t 
some o f the  crim es o f  S ta lin  
aga inst the S ovie t U nion, against 
the  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class, 
aga ins t socialism , are now  ad­
m itte d  and con firm ed b y  S ta lin ’s 
m ost in tim a te  co llabora to rs, h is 
hand-picked disciples, w ho were 
accomplices in  those v e ry  crim es. 
Khrushchev’s re p o rt is th e  tes­
t im o n y  o f an expert. Khrushchev 
is  the  man who knows. H e  was 
th e re !

*  *  #

The long h is to ry  o f  S ta lin ism  
and the s tru g g le  aga inst . i t  en­
compasses a ll the problem s o f 
th e  in te rna tiona l labo r move­
ment fo r  the  past 33 years. 
M any a rtic les , pam phlets and 
hooks —  classics o f M arx ism  —  
hjive been w ritte n  in  the course 
o f  th is  long strugg le . I t  is  the 
most im p o rta n t question in  the 
w o rld  because i t  d ire c tly  a ffec ts  
the  s tru g g le  fo r  socialism  at 
every po in t. M any lectures 
w ould be required to  cover th is  
vast fie ld . H ere to n ig h t I  w ish 
to  s ing le  out. and quote K h ru sh ­
chev’s tes tim ony about S ta lin ’s 
m ethod o f dea ling  w ith  honest, 
re vo lu tio n a ry  c r it ic s  and oppo­
nents ; how S ta lin  w iped o u t the

fro m  the  K rem lin . The cu rre n t 
issue o f The M ilitan t., w h ich  
w en t to press a week ago and is, 
now in you r hands, ca rries  the 
fu l l  te x t o f Khrushchev’s speech 
in  a fou r-page  supplem ent. And 
now the  New Y ork  D a ily  W orker, 
in  its  la s t week-end ed ition , also 
p rin ted  the en tire  te x t, as re ­
leased by the U.S. State D epa rt­
m ent, w ith o u t in  any w ay cha l­
leng ing its  a u th e n tic ity . So when 
we discuss the speech as i t  was 
prin ted in  the various p u b lica ­
tions th a t I  have named, we can 
safe ly assume we are d iscussing 
the speech, o r a t least p a rt o f 
the speech, as i t  was a c tu a lly  
given. I

The D a ily  W o rke r says i t  is 
pub lish ing  the speech as a con­
tr ib u tio n  to  the e f fo r t  “ to  ex­
plore ways o f u n it in g  socia lis t- 
minded A m ericans and o f ad­
vancing soc ia lis t ideas.”  A n d  
then i t  adds: “ W e hope, too, th a t 
Com m unists, readers o f  o u r pa­
per and o ther socia list-m inded 
A m ericans w i l l  con tribu te  th e ir  
th in k in g  on the problem s con­
fro n t in g  the M a rx is t  movem ent 
in  the discussion o f th is  sub­
je c t.”

I  agree w ith  th is  sen tim ent 
expressed in  the D a ily  W orker. 
I  am assum ing th a t the in v ita ­
tio n  to  ‘ ‘o ther socia list-m inded 
A m ericans’’  to  jo in  in  the  dis­
cussion also includes me, and I  
hope I  am no t m istaken about 
tha t. M y rem arks to n ig h t can be 
taken as a response to  the  in ­
v ita t io n  o f the  D a ily  W orker, 
a lthough  to  be p e rfe c tly  f ra n k  
w ith  you, I  fre e ly  a d m it th a t 
the preparations fo r  th is  meet­
in g  hdd a lready been made be­
fo re  the week-end ed ition  o f the 
D a ily  W orke r w e n t to  press, and 
I would v e ry  p robab ly  be m aking 
m y speech anyw ay, even i f  the 
in v ita t io n  to  jo in  the  discus­
sion had n o t been so k in d ly  e x ­
tended.

whole generation o f  the  com­
panions o f Lenin. T h a t is  the 
question th a t goes to  the heart 
o f a ll the o th e r questions. I t  is 
the most te rr ib le  s to ry  in  a ll 
h is to ry , fo r  the  companions o f 
Len in , whom S ta lin  murdered, 
were t ru ly  the  advance guard o f 
hum an ity . They w ere the  noblest 
and the  best h is to ry  has ye t 
seen. W e weep fo r  the  s laugh­
tered sa in ts  o f  the g rea t revo lu ­
tion .

Three m onths ago, when the 
f i r s t  reports  o f  the 20th Con­
gress came out, W ill ia m  Z. Fos­
te r, the na tio n a l cha irm an o f 
the C om m unist P a rty , tr ie d  to 
sweep the  whole business under 
the rug . In  a D a ily  W o rke r a r ­
tic le , th is  old hack o f  S ta lin  
who has been app laud ing a ll 
■Stalin’s crim es fo r  30 years, 
came to S ta lin ’s defense once 
again. T h a t was th ree  months 
ago. W e haven’t  heard fro m  him 
la te ly . B u t three m onths ago he 
to ld  the young C om m unist P a r­
ty  members, who w ere  alarm ed 
about the reports , to  take i t  easy 
and w a it  t i l l  we g e t the o f f i ­
c ia l w o rd  fro m  Moscow. S ta lin  
d id  a lo t  o f good, he said; don’ t  
“ te a r h im  to  po litica l shreds.”  
There m ig h t have been a few  
sm all m istakes, b u t n o th in g  to  
g e t excited about. Then he ask­
ed, w ith  an a ir  o f innocence 
as i f  he d id n 't  kno w ; “ W ere in ­
jus tices com m itted in  the  p u r­
ges?”

W ell, we now have the o ff ic ia l 
w ord  F oster said he was w a it in g  
fo r .  I  am now go in g  to  quote, 
chap te r and verse, fro m  K h ru sh ­
chev’s answer to  F oster’s ques­
tio n : “ W ere in jus tices com m it­
ted in  the  purges?” .

Remember, as I  quote, th a t 
th is  is  no t T ro ts k y  ta lk in g . I t  
is Khrushchev, repea ting  w ha t 
T ro ts k y  said 20 years ago, be­
fo re  he- was assassinated by an 
agent o f S ta lin .

. . .  And Khrushchev's Answer
I  am read ing  now d ire c t quo­

ta tio n s  from  Khrushchev’s speech :
“ S ta lin  acted not th ro u g h  per­

suasion, exp lanation , and pa­
t ie n t  cooperation w ith  people, 
b u t by im posing h is  concepts 
and dem anding absolute subm is­
sion to  h is op in ion.

“ W hoever opposed th is  con­
cep t o r tr ie d  to  prove h is  v iew ­
po in t, and the  correctness o f his 
position , was doomed to  rem oval 
fro m  the  lead ing co llective  and 
to  subsequent m ora l and phys i­
ca l ann ih ila tion .”
So says Khrushchev. A g a in :

“ S ta lin  o rig ina ted  the  concept 
‘enemy o f  the  people.’  T h is  
te rm  au to m a tica lly  rendered i t  
unnecessary th a t  the  ideolog ica l 
e rro rs  o f a m an o r  men, en­
gaged in  a con troversy, be 
proved; th is  te rm  made possi­
b le  the usage o f  the  m ost cA ie l 
repression, v io la t in g  a ll norm s 
o f  revo lu tiona ry  l e g a l i t y ,  
aga inst anyone who in  any way 
disagreed w ith  S ta lin . .  .

‘ •This concept ‘enemy o f the 
people’  ac tu a lly  e lim inated the 
p o ss ib ility  o f  any k ind  o f  ideo­
log ica l f ig h t ,  o r  the m aking  o f 
one’s v iew s known on th is  o r 
th a t  issue, even those o f a 
p ra c tica l character. I n  the  m ain, 
and in  a c tu a lity , the  on ly  p roo f 
o f  g u ilt  used, aga ins t a l l norms

o f cu rre n t le g a l science, was 
the ‘confession’  o f the  accused 
h im s e lf; and, as subsequent 
p ro b ing  proved, ‘confessions’ 
were acquired th rou gh  physica l 
pressures aga ins t the  accused.”  

“ The fo rm u la  ‘enemy o f  the 
people’ was spe c ifica lly  in tro ­
duced fo r  the  purpose o f ann i­
h ila t in g  such ind iv idua ls .

“ I t  is  a fa c t th a t  m any per­
sons who were la te r  ann ih ila ted  
as enemies o f  the  p a r ty  and 
people, had worked w ith  Lenin 
d u r in g , h is li fe . ”
Khrushchev speaks o f the  p u r­

ges, fram e-u p  t r ia ls  and fa lse  
confessions again, as fo llo w s : 

"G overnm ent and economic 
ac tiv is ts  who were branded in  
1937-1938 as ‘enemies,’  were ac­
tu a lly  never enemies, spies, 
w reckers, etc., bu t were always 
honest Communists.

“ They w ere  on ly  so s tig m a ­
tized, and o ften , no longer able 
to  bear ba rba ric  to rtu re s , the y  
charged themselves ( a t  the  o r­
der o f the  in ves tig a tive  judges 
—  fa ls if ie rs )  w ith  a ll k inds  o f 
grave and u n like ly  crim es. . .  ”  
A nd  how w ere the fa lse  con­

fessions obtained? H ere  again 
I  quote d ire c tly  fro m  K h ru s h ­
chev’s re p o rt:

“ Now when th e  cases o f  some 
o f these so-called ‘spies’  and

‘saboteurs' were exam ined, i t  
was found th a t a ll th e ir  cases 
were fab rica ted . Confessions o f 
g u ilt  o f many, arrested and 
charged w ith  enemy a c tiv ity , 
wore gained w ith  the he lp o f 
crue l and inhum an to rtu re s .”  
Khrushchev doesn’t  re s t w ith  

general statem ents. He gives a 
num ber o f specific  examples 
w h ich you can read fo r  you rse lf 
in the p rin ted  te x t o f h is speech.

“ B u t the y  confessed, d idn ’t  
th e y ? ”  W e heard th a t over and 
over again when we were f ig h t ­
in g  aga inst the Moscow T r ia ls  
in 1936 and 19.37. Day a f te r  day 
the D a ily  W orke r b o a s t e d  
tr iu m p h a n tly : “ They confessed, 
d idn ’t  they?  T h a t proves th e y ’re 
g u ilty . "  A nd  here’s w h a t th e ir  
confessions were w o rth ,, accord­
ing- to  Khrushchev:

“ How is  i t  possible th a t a 
person confesses to  crim es

which he has not com m itted? 
O nly in  one way —  because 
o f app lica tion  o f physica l m eth­
ods o f p ressuring  him , to rtu res , 
b r in g in g  h im  to  a s ta te  o f un­
consciousness, de p riva tion  o f his 
judgm ent, ta k in g  away o f his 
human d ig n ity . In  th is  m anner 
were ‘confessions’  acquired.”  
W h a t 1 have ju s t  quoted fro m  

Khrushchev's speech is  o n ly  a 
sm all p a r t  o f  Khrushchev’s tes­
tim ony, w h ich you can read fo r  
you rse lf, and h is whole te s t i­
m ony te lls  on ly  a sm a ll pa rt 
o f the whole tru th .

These te r r ify in g  reve la tions 
w h ich have come o u t o f the 20th 
Congress o f the  C om m unist P a r­
ty  o f the Soviet U n ion ra ise  
questions w h ich  eve ry  honest 
com m unist is ask ing , and the y ’re 
ask ing them  today a t  every 
m eeting o f  the Com m unist P a r­
ty  where they have a  chance.

Three Pertinent Questions
1. How was such a m onstrous 

regim e o f fram e-up and m urder 
possible in  the  Soviet U n ion, 
created by w o rke rs ’  revo lu tion  
w h ich was led by the m ost hon­
est, the  m ost t ru ly  dem ocratic 
p a rty  in  a l l h is to ry?

2. W ho, i f  anybody, opposed 
th is  degeneration and spoke out 
aga inst it ,  and w h a t happened 
to them ? And,

3. T he  $64,000 question, w h ich  
a ll those who have been duped 
by the  o ff ic ia l C om m unist P a r­
ty  press are ask ing : W hy weren’t  
we to ld  th is  before?

Khrushchev’s answer to  th is  
la s t question, “ W h y  w e re n 't we 
to ld  be fo re? ” , is  no t so much 
an answer as an excuse: I t  was 
dangerous to  speak, he said; 
they w ere a fra id  o f th e ir  lives. 
B u t since when do revo lu tion is ts  
te ll the t ru th  on ly  when i t  is 
safe? W h a t has become o f the 
p rinc ip le  th a t a re vo lu tio n is t 
m ust te ll the  t ru th  to  the people 
under a ll c ircum stances, as. the  
Bolsheviks d id  under the Czar? 
I t  is  a lw ays dangerous to  op­
pose a ty ra n n y  and te ll the t ru th  
about it .  I t  was dangerous fo r  
the Bolsheviks in  C za ris t tim es, 
bu t th a t d idn ’t  stop them . They 
to ld  the  t r u th  ju s t  the same, a t  
the cost, o f im prisonm en t and 
death fo r  m any o f them  —  and 
they organized an underground 
movem ent th a t even tua lly  led 
the  grea test re vo lu tion  in  a ll 
h is to ry .

T here  w ere people in  the So­
v ie t Un ion who recognized the 
danger o f S ta lin  and S ta lin ism  
fro m  the v e ry  beginn ing. They 
to ld the t ru th  about i t  too, and 
the y  led the f ig h t  aga inst i t  
fro m  the beg inn ing , in  1923, 33 
years ago. The o rgan izers  o f  the 
f ig h t  aga ins t S ta lin ism  were 
the ve ry  same people who o r ­
ganized and led the October 
R evolu tion in  1917. The f i r s t  
one to  denounce S ta lin  in  w r i t ­
in g  and to  demand his rem oval, 
was Lenin. A nd  the second was 
T ro ts k y . The same tw o  men who 
led the g re a t Revolu tion , led the 
f ig h t  aga inst i ts  bu reaucra tic  
degeneration under S ta lin .

On his s ick  bed. December 25, 
1922, Lenin w ro te  h is Testa­
m ent to  the p a rty . In  th is  Testa­
m en t o f Len in , he sa id : “ Com­
rade S ta lin , hav ing  become Gen­
e ra l S ecre tary, has concentrated 
an enormous power in  h is hands; 
and I  am no t sure th a t he a l­
w ays knows how to  use th a t 
power w ith  s u ffic ie n t caution.”  
T h a t was the f i r s t  w a rn in g  o f 
Len in , dated December 25, 1922.

W h ile  Lenin la y  helpless in  
his la s t illness, S ta lin  tvas m ov­
in g  to  consolidate h is  power, 
and Lenin became alarm ed. Then 
on Jan ua ry  4, 1923, a couple o f 
weeks la te r, he added a post­
s c r ip t to  h is Testam ent. And 
here is w h a t he w ro te :

“ Postscrip t : S ta lin  is  too rude, 
and th is  fa u lt ,  e n tire ly  support­
able in  re la tions  among us Com­
m unists, becomes insupportab le  
in  the o ffic e  o f  G eneral Secre­
ta ry . T here fore , I  propose to  the 
comrades to  f in d  a w ay to  re ­
move S ta lin  fro m  th a t position 
and appo in t to  i t  another man 
who in  a l l respects d iffe rs  from  
S ta lin  on ly  in  s u p e r io r ity  —■ 
nam ely, m ore pa tien t, m ore lo y ­
a l, more po lite  and m ore a tten ­
t iv e  to  comrades, less capricious, 
etc.’’
So w ro te  Lenin in  h is  Testa­

m ent to  the  pa rty .
Lenin, s tru g g lin g  w ith  death, 

appealed to  T ro ts k y  a t  th a t tim e 
and o ffe red  to  make a bloc w ith  
h im  to f ig h t  the g ro w in g  bu­
reaucra tism  in  the  p a rty  and isu 
t h e  sta te machine. T ro tsky  
agreed. In  the la s t m onths o f  
Len in ’s l i fe  the y  made a bloc 
to  f ig h t  th e  bu reaucra tic  de­
generation. Lenin died in  Jan­
ua ry , 1924, w ith o u t ever hav ing  
been able to  re tu rn  to  h is  duties 
th rou gh ou t the preceding year. 
T ro ts k y  carried  on the  f ig h t .

T h a t’s the  tru e  exp lanation  o f 
how the s tru g g le  aga ins t S ta lin ­
ism was s ta rted  in  the  Soviet 
U nion. I t  is  a ll com ing ou t now. 
I t  is a l l documented fro m  the 
beginn ing, fro m  the  v e ry  begin­
n in g  up to  the  la te s t events, 
and cannot be suppressed any 
longer.

Trotsky Spoke Out
I t  is  not true , comrades, i t  is 

no t tru e , as Khrushchev rep re ­
sents, th a t nobody dared to  speak 
ou t aga inst S ta lin . Lenin and 
T ro ts k y  spoke ou t. The O ld B o l­
sheviks spoke ou t. J t was dan­
gerous, b u t the y  conducted the 
s tru g g le  ju s t  the  same, as was 
th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  du ty , and 
they paid fo r  i t  w ith  th e ir  lives. 
T ro ts k y  was assassinated in  1940 
because he had to ld  the  t ru th  
about S ta lin , and fo r  no o ther 
reason. A nd  tens o f  thousands 
o f the O ld Bolsheviks were 
slaughtered in  the Soviet U n ion  
because they spoke o u t against 
S ta lin ism , and fo r  no  o th e r rea­
son.

The re v o lu tio n a ry  s trugg le  
aga inst S ta lin ism  has been the 
g rea tes t p o litica l and ideolog ica l 
s tru g g le  in  a l l h is to ry , and i t  
has le f t  the  rich es t docum entary 
record. The t ru th  is  in  th a t 
l i te ra ry  record —  in  books and 
pam phlets and innum erab le  a r t i ­
cles and m im eographed bu lle tins . 
I t  is  a g re a t treasu ry  o f  M a rx ­
is t  though t, and a ll who w a n t 
to  know  the  t r u th  m ust s tudy i t  
conscientiously.

*  *  *

I f  K hrushchev and Co. were 
opposed to  the S ta lin is t reg im e, 
and could n o t speak o u t openly 
ag a ins t i t  because o f  the te rro r , 
w h y  d idn ’ t  the y  organ ize an un­
derground movem ent and leave a 
p rin ted  record o f  th e ir  opposi­
tio n  w h ich  could be re fe rred  to  
now ? T hey never made such a 
record and the y  have n o th in g  to  
re fe r to , because the y  were no t 
revo lu tion is ts , the y  were n o t op­
ponents o f the reg im e w hich they 
now condemn. The t ru th  is  th a t 
the y  were the  hand-picked ac­
com plices o f  S ta lin  and they 
owe th e ir  careers and th e ir  p r i ­
v ileges to  h im  and his reg im e. 
They w a n t to  blam e eve ry th ing  
now  on S ta lin  as an ind iv idua l. 
There is  no th in g  M a rx is t in  such 
an exp lanation  o f any social re ­
gime.

‘ITie fa c t  is  th a t th e  S ta lin  
reg im e, lik e  every o ther, had 
a social basis. S ta lin  was the 
rep resen ta tive  of- the S ov ie t bu­

reaucracy. M any people, in c lud ­
in g  Khrushchev and Co., en joy­
ed r ic h  bene fits  and p riv ileges 
under the ru le  o f  S ta lin . They 
g rew  prosperous and sleek and 
fa t  under S ta lin . They drove au­
tom obiles and lived in  sum m er 
cottages and enjoyed a l l  the 
f ru its  o f the  la b o r o f  the  heroic 
Russian w o rk in g  class. They 
were the ones who supported 
S ta lin , and they w ere  w e ll sa tis­
fied  w ith  h is  reg im e. A nd  they 
supported it  in  a l l its  crimes.

The p riv ile ge d  benefic iaries o f 
the S ta lin  reg im e num bered m il­
lions in  the  Soviet U n ion . I t  was 
n o t one man a lone; the re  were 
m illio ns  tie d  to  th a t  reg im e  and 
p rospe ring  under i t .  They were 
a sm all m in o r ity  o f  the  Soviet 
po pu la tion ,. b u t s t i l l  the y  num ­
bered m illions . T h is  p riv ileged  
m in o r ity  fo rm ed the  social basis 
o f  the  S ta lin  regim e.

K hrushchev's  exp lanation  ex­
p la in s  n o th in g  abou t w h a t re a lly  
happened. T h e  bureaucra ts ’ 
method today is  the  same as 
th e ir  m ethod yeste rday, tu rned 
upside down. Y este rday S ta lin  
was p ic tu red  as the  in fa llib le , 
benevolent leader who could do 
no w rong , who was responsible 
fo r  a l l progress and a ll v ic tories  
in  the Soviet U n ion  in  peace and 
in  w a r. Today the same S ta lin  
is presented as a paranoic c r im ­
in a l who was pe rsona lly  respon­
sib le fo r  a ll m istakes, w h o  
b ro u g h t the Soviet U n ion  to  the 
b r in k  o f  ru in  —  a ll b y  h im se lf.

The g re a t man the o ry  is  re ­
placed by the  de v il theory. The 
devil is  dead, bu t the  p riv ileged  
bureaucra ts s t i l l  live . They re ­
m ain in  power in  the  Soviet U n ­
ion, and don’t  you fo rg e t th a t. 
And th e ir  sole concern Is to  stay 
in  power and hang on to  th e ir  
p riv ileges a t the  expense o f  the 
w o rk in g  masses in  the  Soviet 
U nion, who are ou r concern.

W hy  do these bureaucrats 
speak ou t now, th ree  years a fte r  
the death o f  S ta lin , and begin 
to  te ll a p a r t  o f  th e  t ru th  about 
th a t te rr ib le  reg im e? Is  i t  be­
cause the y  have suddenly tu rned  
honest and are no lo ng er a fra id ?

To be sure, i f  they had to ld  
the t ru th  they would have been 
slandered, they would have been 
expelled. They would have been 
denounced as fasc is t spies and 
coun te r-revo lu tion is ts . B u t i t ’s 
possible to su rv ive  a ll th a t i f  
you have some in te g r ity  and 
some courage. W e have proved 
th a t —  fo r  28 years.

The skins o f the Am erican 
S ta lin is t leaders, w ha teve r they 
m ay be w o rth , were never in  
ve ry  g re a t danger. The on ly  
th in g  they were a fra id  o f was 
the t ru th ,  because the tru th  
would have demolished a ll th e ir  
cla im s to  leadership. W h a t I .  F. 
Stone said about the K h ru s h ­
chev reg im e can be said o f the 
so-called C om m unist P a rty  lead­
ersh ip  in  th is  C ountry: T h is  is 
no t a good reg im e, and i t  is no t 
ru n  b y  honest men. T h a t’s a 
g ro w in g  convic tion in  the  ran k  
and f i le  o f the  C.P., g ro w in g  
so s trong  th a t you even see i t  
p rin ted  in  the D a ily  W o rke r le t ­
te rs  colum n. They g e t so m any 
le tte rs  s ta t in g  th is  opinion th a t 
the y  have to  p r in t  some o f  them .

1 w ant to  make i t  very c lear 
th a t I  am ta lk in g  now about the 
o f f ic ia l leaders o f the Com m unist

JAMES P. CANNON

Some people are ask ing  you  to  
believe th a t, b u t the y  are lia rs  
and deceivers. There have been 
some concessions and some re ­
fo rm s —  no question about th a t 
—  b u t the re  has been no basic 
change in  the bu reaucra tic  re ­
gim e o f special p riv ileges  fo r  a 
m in o r ity  and hard  tim es fo r  the 
m a jo r ity  established under S ta lin . 
The bureaucracy s t i l l  has a ll the 
priv ileges. T he  w orkers  have no 
r ig h ts  and no freedom , and any­
body who says the y  do, lies. 
There is no such th in g  as a free  
w o rk e r in  the Soviet U n ion  un­
de r Khrushchev any m ore than 
there  was under S ta lin . T h a t is 
y e t to  come. The w o rke rs  have 
to  ge t th a t freedom  fo r  them ­
selves.

I  th in k  m any o f  you who are 
present in  th is  ha ll know  the 
name o f I .  F . Stone, the  d is tin ­
guished jo u rn a lis t who used to 
w r ite  fo r  the New Y o rk  Compass 
and the New Y o rk  Post. I .  F . 
Stone has a g re a t rep u ta tio n  fo r  
in te g r ity  as a jo u rn a lis t,  ju s t ly  
earned. H e w en t over to  Russia 
a f te r  the  20th Congress to  take 
a look fo r  h im se lf. A nd  because 
he has always been known as 
an honest lib e ra l and a fr ie n d  
o f  the  Soviet U n ion , m any peo­
ple were expecting  and hop ing 
th a t he would send back a fa ­
vorable and perhaps a whitewash 
re p o rt th a t eve ry th in g  is  love ly 
now.

He looked around and summed 
up his im pressions in  one sen­
tence. F o r the b e ne fit o f  people 
who want, to  deceive themselves 
that, eve ry th in g  has been chang­
ed -in the Soviet U n ion , I .  F. 
Stone s im p ly  sa id : “ T h is  is  not 
a good reg im e, and i t  is  no t run  
by honest men.”

No, Khrushchev and Co. are 
the  same bureaucrats, the same 
cyn ica l careeris ts  the y  were 
when the y  served S ta lin  and 
clim bed in to  h igh  o ffic e  over a 
mound o f corpses, the corpses 
o f  be tte r men than th e y  are. 
They have n o t tu rned honest and 
they are s t i l l  a fra id . B u t they 
are a fra id  now, n o t o f the  dead 
S ta lin , b u t o f the l iv in g  w ra th  
o f the Soviet masses, who have 
been so long oppressed and who 
have begun to  rise  aga ins t th e ir  
oppression.

The ir re s is tib le  pressure o f the 
Soviet w o rke rs  was the  power 
behind the 20th Congress. T h a t, 
comrades, is  the key  to  an un­
de rs tand ing  o f  w h a t is  ta k in g  
place. The bureaucrats assem­
bled a t th a t  congress had had 
w a rn in g  signa ls o f  a com ing 
s torm , and they began to  respond 
to  these signals. The u p ris in g  o f 
the E ast Germ an w o rke rs  in  
June, 1953, th a t was fo llow ed a 
m onth la te r  b y  a general s tr ik e  
o f the V o rk u ta  slave labo r 
camps —  those trem endous ac­
tions under the guns o f police 
sta te  te rro r, when w orkers  took 
th e ir  lives in  th e ir  hands to  
s tr ike , gave no tice  o f a com ing 
re vo lu tio n a ry  s torm , ju s t  as the 
geneYal s tr ik e  movem ent o f  the 
Russian w o rke rs  in  1905 gave 
notice o f  the  f i r s t  revo lu tion  
aga ins t the Czar.

Khrushchev and Co. w a n t to  
exculpate themselves. They w an t 
to  th ro w  o f f  the  blame and es­
cape the consequences o f the  peo 
pies’ ha tred and the  peoples’ 
w ra th . I  do no t say th is  to  m in ­
im ize the  im portance o f w hat 
was said and done a t the  20th 
Congress, o r to  pass i t  o f f  as 
i f  n o th in g  had happened. No. 
G rea t th in g s  indeed a re  hap­
pening in  the  Soviet Union these 
days. And th e ir  im portance be­
comes m agn ified  i f  we see them 
in  th e ir  tru e  lig h t,  as a re fle c ­
tion , a d is to rted  re fle c tion  in  the 
top  c irc les  o f the p riv ileged  bu­
reaucracy o f a pro found move­
m ent from  below, a movement, o f 
the oppressed Soviet, w o rke rs : a 
revo lu tiona ry  movement fo r  the 
ove rth row  o f the p riv ileged  bu­
reaucracy and the res to ra tion  o f 
Soviet democracy.

T h a t’s w h a t the  Soviet w o rk ­
ers mean when the y  say: “ Back 
to  Len in .”  T h a t was the  slogan 
o f  the L e f t  O pposition in  the 
20's and 30’s. T h a t was the  slo­
gan o f the  V o rk u ta  s tr ik e  in  
1953, and th a t ’s the  slogan o f 
the Soviet w o rke rs  today. No 
wonder the bureaucrats assem­
bled a t  the  20th Congress gave 
three cheers fo r  the  slogan: 
"B ack  to  Len in .”  “ Back to  
Le n in ”  is  n o th in g  less than w ha t 
the Soviet w o rke rs  re a lly  de­
mand, b u t they demand the sub­
stance and no t m ere ly  the  fo rm .

The Theory of Self-Reform
W e p u t a ll ou r fa ith  in  th is  

re vo lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent o f  the 
Soviet w orkers, and no fa ith  
w hatever in  the good in ten tions 
o f  the bu reaucra tic  he irs  o f 
S ta lin . I  th in k  the  best w a y  to  
m uddle up the discussion o f the 
new events, and the  w o rs t Crime 
aga inst the  t ru th  in  the  discus­
sion opening up now, is to  say 
th a t the  Soviet bureaucra ts have 
a lready re form ed themselves, o r 
are in  the  process o f do ing  so, 
th a t the y  have “ mellowed,”  and 
th a t a ll the y  need is  to  be le f t  
alone to  b r in g  about a gradual 
e lim in a tio n  o f a l l the  hated fea ­
tu res  o f S ta lin ism  and the  res ­
to ra tio n  o f  a dem ocratic w o rk ­
ers’  regim e.

I f  they are tru s te d  and le f t  
alone eve ry th in g  w i l l  rem ain 
basica lly the  same. These bu­
reaucra ts are the  p riv ileged  u p ­
per crust. They w i l l  never give 
up th e ir  p riv ileges  v o lu n ta r ily . 
They have to  be overthrown, 
lik e  every o the r p riv ileged  g roup  
in  h is to ry  had to  be ove rth row n. 
T ro ts k y  said on th is  subject 20 
years ago, in  h is  g re a t book, 
T he  R evolu tion B etrayed, “ No 
de v il ever y e t v o lu n ta r ily  cu t 
o f f  h is own claws.”

W e can be con fiden t th a t the 
Russian masses w i l l  n o t le t  
them  alone to  re fo rm  themselves, 
and th a t the  changes now ta k ­
in g  place in  the S ov ie t U n ion  
represent .no t the  end, b u t the 
beg inn ing  o f  a re v o lu tio n a ry  
tra n s fo rm a tio n  w h ich  w i l l  sweep

ou t the  la s t  rem nants o f  S ta lin ­
ism . T he  p o lit ic a l revo lu tion  
aga inst the p riv ileged  bureau­
cra ts  has n o th in g  in  common 
w ith  the im p e ria lis ts ’  hopes fo r  
a c a p ita lis t counter-revo lu tion . 
T h a t’s n o t on the  o rder o f  the 
day in  the S ov ie t U n ion . The 
p o lit ic a l re vo lu tion  w i l l  n o t b r in g  
the  re tu rn  o f cap ita lism . On the  
con tra ry , in  the f in a l analysis, 
the  p o lit ic a l re vo lu tio n  is  the  
one sure  w ay to  p re ven t the  re ­
tu rn  o f cap ita lism  in  the Soviet 
U nion.

T h a t’s the w a y  T ro ts k y  ex­
p la ined  i t  20 years ago, in  the 
book I  have m entioned. H is  
theore tica l expos ition  has b u rn ­
in g  a c tu a lity  fo r  a ll o f  us who 
w a n t to  fo llo w  th is  question, in  
its  fu r th e r  developm ent in  these 
days.

•  •  *

N ow , i f  we g ive  Khrushchev 
no c re d it fo r  h is  c la im  th a t  he 
and h is  associates did n o t te ll 
the t ru th  before because the y  
w ere a fra id  fo r  th e ir  lives, w h a t 
sha ll w e say about the  leaders o f 
the  Am erican C om m unist P a rty , 
who h id  the  t ru th  about the  
S ta lin  reg im e  fro m  th e ir  own 
p a r ty  members and fro m  the 
readers o f  th e ir  press, and de­
fended a ll its  m onstrous crim es 
a t  the top  o f th e ir  voices a ll 
these m any years? W h a t were 
the y  a fra id  o f?  The m ost they 
stood to  lose was th e ir  posi­
tions, and th e ir  fa ls e  im portance 
as l i t t le  S ta lins.

P a rty , and no t about the  honest 
com m unist w orkers whom  they 
duped and deceived and betray« 
cd. The Am erican S ta lin is t lead­
ers are now apparently  proceed­
in g  o n .th e  theo ry  th a t confession 
is  not on ly  good fo r  the  soul* 
but a lso th a t i t  w ipes ou t a ll 
resp o n s ib ility  fo r  the  crim es 
confessed. Yon m ere ly have to  
say th a t you made a “ m is take”  
and then eve ry th in g  is  cleared 
up. Thdy now adm it th a t they 
were w rong  a il the tim e , and 
pa t themselves on the back fo r  
th e ir  "s e lt-c r it ic is m " —  as i f  
th a t r ig h ts  a ll the w rong . ‘ ‘Wei 
were w rong ,”  they say. “ W e de­
fended a ll the  crim es and a ll 
the lies o f S ta lin  and S ta lin ism . 
W e cheered fo r  a ll the fram e- 
ups and a ll the m urders o f hon­
est revo lu tion is ts . W e denounced 
a ll who protested aga inst the 
fram e-ups and m urders as coun­
te r-re vo lu tio n is ts  a n d  fa sc is t 
spies. O ur careers were b u ilt  
on lies. W e are so rry . N ow  le t ’s 
a ll get toge the r and t ru s t  each 
o ther.”  T h a t’s the sum and sub­
stance o f the propaganda o f  the 
leaders o f  the C om m unist P a rty  
since the  20th Congress in  M os­
cow.

“ How Do You Correct Murder?”
A t  m ore than one m eeting o f 

the C om m unist P a r ty  in  recent 
days, C.P. members and sym pa­
th ize rs  who have been duped 
and deceived so long , have asked 
the  question : “ H ow  can we now 
tru s t  a n y th in g  you say? ”  M y 
op in ion is th a t you can, b u t you 
shou ldn 't. W hen these careeris t 
leaders o f the C om m unist P a rty  
t r y  to  m ake a v ir tu e  o f  th e ir  
c la im  th a t  “ the y  are now co r­
re c tin g  th e ir  m istakes,”  m ere ly  
by a d m itt in g  some o f them , 
the y  ough t to  be asked the s im ­
ple question w h ich  was asked o f 
a S ta lin is t speaker a t a trade 
un ion conference in  Eng land. 
The trade  un ion is t asked the  
S ta lin is t speaker, w ho had been 
exp la in ing  th a t  the y  had made 
m istakes b u t w ere now correct­
in g  them : "H o w  do you  correct 
such a m is take  as the  fx-ame-up 
and m urd e r o f  innocent peop le?”  
The  account 1 read d idn ’t  g ive  
the answer o f the S ta lin is t 
speaker. I  d o n 't know  w h a t he 
said, b u t I  im agine i t  would be 
v e ry  hard  to  answer.

Y ou  can be sure th a t in  every 
discussion, lo ok in g  tow a rd  the 
reg roupm en t and reconstruction  
o f an honest movem ent o f  revo­
lu tio n a ry  socia lists in  th is  coun­
t r y ,  we w i l l  be on hand to  ask 
ju s t  such questions as th a t. A nd  
m any m ore questions, equa lly  
inconvenient f o r  people who 
w a n t to  w ipe a sponge over a ll 
the crim es o f  the  past and p re ­
tend th a t the s la te  is  now clean, 
th a t the re  is no m ore blood on 
it .

The new prog ram  the A m er­
ican S ta lin is ts  a re  o ffe r in g , as' 
fa r  as I  can make o u t —  I  have 
been reading i t  in  the  D a ily  
W o rke r and to  a ce rta in  extent

in  the  People’s W o rld  —  fa 
n o th in g  bu t S ta lin ism  w ith o u t 
S ta lin , and B row derism  w ith o u t 
B row der. T h a t’s no good. A nd  
they make i t  worse when they, 
d ra g  in  the  name o f Len in . You 
can’t  say “ Back to  Len in ”  and 
“ F o rw a rd  to  the  Dem ocratic 
P a r ty .”  O r ra th e r, you can any- 
both, but you can’t  do both, a t  
the  same tim e . These tw o  slo­
gans rq n  in  opposite d irec tions .

W e, fo r  o u r p a rt, can’t  jo in  
the D em ocratic P a r ty  because 
we a re  re v o lu tio n a ry  socia lists, 
n o t bourgeois dem ocrats. T h is  
Dem ocratic P a rty  is  a c a p ita lis t 
p a rty . I  knew  th a t much when 
I  was 16 years old. I  heard i t  
expla ined by Eugene V . Debs 
50 years ago. The Dem ocratic 
P a r ty  is  a c a p ita lis t p a r ty  rep ­
resen ting  the  in te res ts  o f the 
bankers, the  m onopolists and the 
D ixieCrats. Isn ’t  th a t tru e ?  W e ll, 
le t  the bankers and the mono­
po lis ts  and the  D ix iec ra ts  have 
it .  T h a t’s w h a t we say. L e t them  
have it ,  and le t the  w o rke rs  o r­
ganize a class p a r ty  o f  th e ir  own. 
T h a t was Le n in ’s idea. A nyone 
who w ants  to  go back to  Le n in  
can’t  escape the fa c t  tha t.. Leu ib  
insisted f i r s t  o f  a l l and above 
a ll on a class p a r ty  o f  the w o rk ­
ers. H e d idn ’ t  ask them  to  jo in  
M iliu k o v ’s p a r ty  o f  “ C onstitu ­
t io n a l Dem ocrats”  in  Russia, 
w h ich was ju s t  as good as the  
D em ocratic P a r ty  o f banker H a r-  
rim a n , Stevenson and E astland 
in  the U n ite d  States. H e sa id : 
O rgan ize a w o rke rs  p a r ty  to  
o ve rth row  th is  M iliu k o v  gang. 
And even before Lenin,’ K a r l 
M a rx  over 100 years ago said 
the  w orkers  m ust have a class 
p a rty  o f  th e ir  own.

Lenin’s Method of Discussion
W e a rc  h e a rt ily  in  fa v o r o f  a 

f u l l  and fre e  discussion among 
a ll people and a ll tendencies 
fr ie n d ly  to  the  Soviet U n ion  and 
professing devotion to  the  so­
c ia lis t ideal. W e hope and be­
lieve th a t out o f  such a discus­
sion, a f u l l  and fre e  and un reg­
u la ted  discussion, can come a 
new understand ing among hon­
est, socia list-m inded w orkers, a 
new s o lid a rity , so long d is ru p t­
ed by S ta lin ism , and a reg roup­
m ent in  an honest p a rty  o f 
Am erican socialism .

W e T ro ts k y is ts  are ready and 
w ill in g  to  con tribu te  ou r p a r t  
to  b r in g  about th is  new under­
s tand ing  and th is  new  so lida r­
ity  in  a common s tru g g le  fo r  a 
common cause. W e don’t  demand 
th a t anybody take  ou r w o rd  fo r  
it .  W e don’t  demand th a t  any­
body accept w h a t we say o u t o f 
hand. W e are ready to  lis ten  
as w e ll as to  speak, to  le a rn  as 
w e ll as to  teach. B u t. a f te r  a ll 
the "years o f wholesale ly in g , m is­
representation and bu reaucra tic  
violence b ro u g h t in to  the move­
m en t b y  S ta lin ism , le t  us have 
now, fo r  the  f i r s t  t im e  in  30 
years, a re a lly  fre e  and honest 
discussion! L e t us have old- 
fash ioned open fo rum s and fa i r  
debates where a ll po in ts  o f v iew  
are fa ir ly  heard. L e t us p u t  a ll 
questions on the tab le  and hear 
a ll po in ts  o f  v iew . L e t the a r t i ­
cles, pam phlets and books o f  a ll 
sides be stud ied conscientiously. 
L e t us agree to  search together 
f o r  the t r u th  th a t w i l l  m ake us 
fre e  —  the  t ru th , the  whole 
t ru th  and no th in g  b u t the tru th .

And f in a lly ,  le t  us search fo r  
the  t ru th  w ith  fre e  and inde­
pendent m inds, as b e fits  revo lu ­
tion is ts , each one th in k in g  fo r  
h im se lf, and nobody ta k in g  any­
body’s w o rd  fo r  i t .  T h a t was the 
advice o f  Len in , lo ng  ago. T h a t 
was the w a y  he tra in ed  h is  B o l­
sheviks to  th in k  independently, 
to  know  a ll sides o f the  subject, 
to  make up th e ir  m inds on the 
basis o f independent in q u iry . 
T h a t was the advice o f  Le n in  pu t 
in  specific  words w h ich  we p r in t ­
ed in  the f i r s t  issue o f  The  M i l i ­
ta n t w hen w e began o u r s tra g ­
g le  aga ins t S ta lin ism  28 years

ago, in  Novem ber, 1928. Le n in ’s 
advice s t i l l  holds good today, 
and i t  reads as fo llow s , as we 
p rin ted  i t  on the  masthead o f 
the f i r s t  issue o f o u r M il i ta n t :  

“ I t  is  necessary th a t every 
m em ber o f  the p a rty  should 
study ca lm ly , and w ith  the  
g rea tes t o b je c tiv ity , f i r s t  the  
substance o f  the d iffe rences o f 
op in ion, and then th e  develop­
ment o f  the s trugg le s  w ith in  
the  p a rty . N e ith e r the  one no r 
the  o th e r can be done unless 
the documents o f both sides are 
published. H e  w ho takes some­
body’s w ord  fo r  i t  is  a hope­
less id io t, who can be disposed 
o f  w ith  a sim ple gesture o f  the  
hand.”
So said Len in . Take nobody’ s 

w ord  f o r  i t !  T h in k  fo r  you rse lf. 
S tudy a ll po in ts  o f v ie w  ca lm ly  
and w ith  the  g rea tes t ob jectiv ­
i t y !  So said Lenin.

L e t th a t advice o f  Len in  be the 
m otto  fo r  the new discussion in  
the ranks o f  rad ica l w o rke rs  in  
th is  coun try . A nd  b y  th a t m eth ., 
od o f  Lenin le t  us s tr iv e  f o r  3 
new understand ing , and a new 
s o lid a rity , and a new reg roup­
m ent o f a ll honest soc ia lis t- 
m inded w o rke rs  in  a common 
s tru g g le  fo r  a soc ia lis t A m erica .
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Liberal Corner on Hypocrisy
Is these any basic difference between 

the political! m ora lity of out-and-out reac­
tionary politicians and liberal politicians ? 
Arguments can be made both ways, but 
one argument, -is unassailable. The liberals 
have the edge when it  comes to hypocrisy.

Reactionaries don’t  have to practice 
hypocrisy as much because everyone 
knows they are anti-labor, anti-Negro and 
•amti-civiil Liberties. Rut hypocrisy is a 
prim e requisite fo r suiccess by a liberal 
politician. He has to  be able to  ta lk  in  
honeyed terms to uniion men and women 
at rallies and yet serve Big Business. He 
has to make brave speeches against dis­
crim ination and yet belong to the same 
party  and make deals w ith  the worst white 
supremacists in  America. He has to 
praise c iv il liberties in the abstract and 
then be expediently silent when c iv il 
liberties are under specific attacks, or even 
deprive others of c iv il liberties when i t  is 
to  his advantage to  do so.
A LIBERAL HYPOCRITE

A  good example of the successful 
hypocritical illiberal today its Mennen G. 
W illiam s, Governor of Michigan, con­
sidered by many the extreme “ le ft”  wing 
o f the Democratic Party.

This m illionaire soap heir owes his po­
litica l success solely to  his money and the 
votes of the union members o f Michigan. 
Since the la tte r are a 'm ilitan t segment of 
the population and include a Large Negro 
m inority, W illiam s has ito peddile a liberal 
Line to  get th e ir votes. In  taflk he is pro­
labor, pro-Negro and pro-civil liberties.

He denounces the  lack o f a free ballot 
in  the South. Yet fo r a petty political ad­
vantage he has his lieutenants deprive 
m inorities in M ichigan o f the  rig h t to  vote 
fo r candidates of th e ir own choice. This 
nasty piece o f business has ju s t been 
perpetrated by his Secretary o f State, 
James M. Hare.

A rb itra rily  and deceitfu lly, Hare has 
iecentiy inform ed the Socialist Workers 
P arty and the Socialist Labor Party th a t 
they w ill not be perm itted on the 1956 
ballo t in  Michigan. The SWP has been on 
the ballot in every election ip  th a t state 
since 1948. I t  secured its  place by gather­
ing well over the necessary number of 
signatures on petitions in  the stipulated 
period preceding elections. The SLP has

been on the ballot in  Michigan in almost 
every election since 1902.

A POLITICAL SHELL-GAME
Why are they being deprived o f the ir 

democratic rig h t to participate in the 
1956 election? Did they do something 
wrong, fa il to  comply w ith the necessary 
procedures? O f course not. This year the 
SWP filed 14,000 signatures though only 
11,000 are needed. A ll the legal procedures 
were carefully fallowed, as in  previous 
years. The SLP sim ilarly filled 14,000 
signatures in the prescribed manner.

But Gov. W illiam s’ stooge, fearing a 
close election and doubtlessly a fte r con­
ferences w ith  his chief, “ the greatest 
liberal in  the Democratic Party,”  decided 
to ban m inority parties from  the ballot. 
He a rb itra rily  changed the petition-pro­
cessing rules w ithout no tify ing  the SWP 
or SLP until i t  was too late fo r new peti­
tions to be collected. Then he disqualified 
them fo r not complying w ith  his new 
procedures.

Thus the SWP and SLP are cheated of 
th e ir Legal rights. Thuis 24,000 Michigan 
citizens who signed .the petitions are dis­
franchised from  voting fo r either m inor­
ity  party and are restricted to a ballot 
choice o f Democrats o r Republicans.

THE DEMOCRATIC TWISTERS
Slimy tricks  like  th is  are not new* In  

what was expected to be a close race in  
1946, the New York Democratic machine 
had the SWP, the SLP and the Socialist 
P arty all kicked o ff the ballot. In  Illino is ’ 
Second Congressional D is tric t both in  1952 
and 1954 Rep. B a rra tt O’Hara, liberal 
Democrat, s im ila rly disposed of his SWP 
opponent.

The SWP w ill fig h t, as i t  did success­
fu lly  in  1952 against the police-state 
Trucks Law, — which Mennen W illiams 
signed — to regain its  Lawful place on the 
ballot. This w ifi be d iffic u lt and expen­
sive. However Michigan lawyers are show­
ing  a reluctance to buck the powerful 
Democratic machine unless a big fee is 
available. Nonetheless the SWP w ill fig h t 
to the bast of its  ab ility  fo r a free ballot' 
■in Michigan.

I t  remains to be seen what the powerful 
Labor movement there w ill do to aid the 
two m inority parties secure th e ir rights. 
W illi the labor leaders’ oft-repeated senti­
ments in favor of free elections prevail 
over the ir ties w ith  Democratic Governor 
W illiam s ?

The Gap Between Word and Deed
For over 30 yeans, the leaders o f the 

U.S. Communist Party have sought to 
quarantine the revolutionary M arxist 
tendency. They have tried a t a ll times 
to  prevent th e ir own members from  
having access to the ideas of Trotskyism .

In  the past they have employed ostra­
cism, then goon squad violence against the 
Trotskyists. They have forbidden th e ir 
members to read T ro tskyist lite ra ture  or 
discuss w ith  members of the Socialist 
W orkers P arty on pain o f expulsion from  
the Communist Party.

In  the Minneapolis Sm ith A ct case in­
volving 18 members and leaders of the 
Socialist W orkers Party in  1941, the U.S. 
S ta lin ist Chiefs sided w ith the prosecu­
tion. The ir strike-breaking behavior was 
based on the lies of the Moscow Frame-Up 
Tria ls. Again, the S talin ist tops slandered 
James Kutcher and sought to sabotage his 
c iv il Liberties campaign.
STALINIST LIES EXPLODED

The 20th ‘ Congress revelations have 
blown up all the lies the CP leaders hurled 
a t the Trotskyists. The CP leader» dare 
no longer repeat tham. Violence is  out of 
the question against the SWP. Their 
strike-breaking record on T ro tskyist c iv il 
liberties cases has given the CP 'tops such 
an odious name wiith genuine c iv il Liberties' 
defenders th a t they have had to  openly 
adm it tha t th e ir past conduct lin th is  
respect was in error.

The quarantine against the  revolu­
tionary M arxist tendency continues, how­
ever. The S ta lin ist leader» s till seek to 
isolate th e ir members from  the ideas of 
Trotskyism . The quarantine is now im­
posed through an attempted boycott of 
T ro tskyist ideas and activities.

In words, Dennis and Co. proclaim th a t 
the Khrushchev revelations have made 
mandatory a complete re-examination of 
the history of the past th ir ty  yeans in  
Order to  uncover the reasons fo r S talin’s 
chimes. In  deeds, they seek to  bar from  
the discussion the one tendency in  the 
radical movement — the T ro tskyist — 
th a t has consistently explained and ex­
posed these crimes from  the very begin­
ning.

Contrast, fo r instance, the huge spread

the Daily W orker gave to last month’s 
symposium in  Carnegie Halil to  the silence 
i t  accorded last Sunday’s symposium in. 
Brooklyn. The W orker printed a ll the 
(speeches given in  the Carnegie Hail a ffa ir, 
where Dennis shared the platform  w ith 
Norman Thomas, the State Department 
“ Socialist,”  and A. J. Muste, the religious 
pacifist. They printed not one line about 
the Brooklyn symposium.

Yet a t the la tte r meeting, David Gold- 
way, executive secretary o f the Jefferson 
School, defended the position o f the Com- 
-muiinist Party. Dr. W. E. B. Du Bods, noted 
scholar and participant in  the  Carnegie 
H a ll symposium, was a  speaker. And C lif­
ford T. McAvoy —  a prom inent leader of 
the American Labor Party — also shared 
the platform . The topic was “ W orking 
Class Policy in the 1956 Elections”  — a 
burning issue, on which the CP leaders 
have invited discussion..

The S ta lin ist leaders knew about the 
Brooklyn meeting: The D aily W orker 
printed paid ads fo r it  in  two consecutive 
issues. The reasons fo r the silence was, 
firs t, the participation of Farre ll Dobbs, 
Presidential Candidate o f the Socialist 
W orkers Party. Dobbs_ defended revolu­
tionary Marxism. He attacked the CP line 
o f support fo r the Democratic party and 
upheld the .principle o f independent work­
in g  class politics.
FOR FULL DISCUSSION

Then, coming as the  high point o f the 
Brooklyn symposium McAvoy announced 
his endorsement o f the SWP ticke t in  the 
1956 elections, despite differences on the 
question o f “ peaceful coexistence.”  None 
o f th is  did the S ta lin ist tops want th e ir 
own members to  know.

We don’t  believe the CP Leaders w ill get 
away w ith  th e ir bureaucratic an'ti-Trot- 
skyist boycott. The CP members are in  
dead earnest about wanting fu ll and free 
discussion o f all programs and points of 
view as a prelude to  a regroupment o f the 
socialist movement. They w ill demand tha t 
th e ir leadership match deeds to words in 
its  call fo r discussion and abandon forever 
the quarantine against the socialist views, 
and ideas of the revolutionary M arxist 
tendency..

Michigan Democrats Deny 
Ballot to M inority Parties

By R ila  Shaw
S W F Candidate fo r  G overnor 

o f  M ich igan

D E T R O IT , June 24 —  The So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty  and the 
S oc ia lis t Labor P a rty  have been 
ruled o f f  the M ich igan ba llo t by 
Gov. W illia m s ’ lieu tenan t, Sec­
re ta ry  o f S tate James M . Hare.

H a re ’s ed ic t m arks the c lim ax 
in a fo u r  year lo-ng drive  by the 
c a p ita lis t .po litic ians o f  th is  sta te  
■to deprive the people, b y  hook o r 
by crook, o f  th e ir  r ig h t  to  vote 
fre e ly  a t  the p o lls  fo r  parties 
and candidates o f  th e ir  choice.

L IB E R A L  W IT C H  H U N T
T h is  a tta ck  on free  elections 

was s ta rted  by conservative 
Republicans a t the h e ig h t o f  the 
w itch  h u n t in  1952; now, when 
the w itc h  h u n t is  easing- up a 
l i t t le ,  i t  has .been com pleted by 
the Dem ocratic W illiam s ’ ad­
min istra ition , w h ich is sometimes 
called “ the m ost lib e ra l in  the  
coun try .”

You re a lly  need a scorecard to 
be ab le to  te ll the ca p ita lis t 
libe ra ls  from  the  reactionaries.

■Between now  and' Novem ber 
the union leadens and the  Com­
m u n is t P a rty  leaders w i l l  be ou t 
beating (the bushes to  drum  up 
support fo r  Gov. .W illiam s. W ill 
they te l l  the vo te rs  abou t the ro le 
th is  “ g re a t lib e ra l”  has played 
in th e  b ip a rtis a n  d r ive  to  purge 
the b a llo t o f  a i l a n ti-c a p ita lis t 
pa rties ?

S IG N S T R U C K S  A C T
In  1952 th e  'Republican leg is­

la tu re  passed the T ru cks  A c t, 
one o f  the w o rs t repressive laws- 
in  th e  land . Am ong o the r th ings, 
i t  s e t uip m ach inery fo r  sup­
pressing the C om m unist P a rty  
and ba nn ing  fro m  the  b a llo t the 
Socia list W orke rs  P a rty  (and!

RI I \  .SM \ \ \

C o n tra c t T a lk

U nited S tee lworkers pres i­
dent David J . M cDonald ( le f t )  
is  shown in  New Y o rk  w ith  
U.S. Steel vice-president, John 
A . Stephens, a f te r  con tract 
ta lks  broke down fo llo w in g  a 
co rpora tion  u ltim a tu m  ca lling  
fo r  a 5-year p a c t

any o ther a ir iti-ca p ita lis t p a r ty ) .
L ibe ra ls  and la b o r leaders 

were shocked by the T rucks  A ct. 
But when i t  was sent to  W il­
lia m s ’ desk to  be signed or 
vetoed, he signed i t  w ith o u t a 
peep.

C IT E  T H E  RECORD
W e g o t ¡back on the  b a llo t th a t 

year, despite W illia m s , b y  con­
ducting  a d i f f ic u lt  and expensive 
co u rt figh t.

W ill the leaders o f  the unions 
and the Com m unist P a rty  include 
th is  pa rt o f  the record in  th e ir  
p ro -W illiam s  election propaganda 
th is  year?

lin  1956, the  de ta ils  are a l i t t le  
d iffe re n t, b u t the  a im  is  the 
same.

The S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  
and th e  S oc ia lis t La bo r P a rty  
eaci\ filed  more tha n  14,000 
s ignatures to  be qua lified  fo r  the 
b a llo t, ^a lthough less than 11,000 
were needed. W ith  th e  same 
num ber and same k in d  o f  p e ti­
t io n s , bo th  these pa rtie s  have 
a lw ays been ce rtified  in the  past 
—  th e  S W P  in  eve ry  election 
since 1948, the  SDP in  alm ost 
every e lection since 1902.

R u t w ith o u t n o t ify in g  us in

advance so th a t  w e could meet 
d iffe re n t requirem ents, the Sec­
re ta ry  o f  S tate 's office changed 
the custom ary procedure fo r  
hand ling pe tition s , a rb it ra r ily  
d isqualified 5 000 o f  ou r p e ti­
tions; then Hare no tified  us, in 
the m ost o ily  lib e ra l m anner, 
th a t he “ reg re ts ”  to s ta te  th a t 
w© w on’ t  be  on the ba llo t th is  
year.

W ill W a lte r Reuther and C arl 
W in te r rem em ber, between now 
and November, to  te ll th e ir  fo l­
lowers how the W illia m s  ad­
m in is tra tio n  has d isfranchised 
28,000 voters who th in k  some­
th in g  besides c a p ita lis t parties 
should be on the  ba llo t?

I f  not, w e 'll do i t  fo r  them.

CAR DS S T A C K E D

W e a re  now t r y in g  to  find a 
law yer who w il l  go to  co u rt fo r  
us to  challenge H a re ’s ru lin g  
and demand th a t we be restored 
071 the  ba llo t. B u t  here, as in  so 
m any o the r w ays under ca p ita l­
is t democracy, the cards are 
stacked ag a ins t w o rk in g  class 
parties.

There a rc  fe w  o r  no lawyers, 
around w ill in g  to  s tick  ou t th e ir  
necks in  a case in v o lv in g  con­
f l ic t  w ith  th e  b ig  p o lit ic a l ma­
chines. A n d  those who m ig h t be 
w ill in g  to  handle such a  case fo r  
p u re ly  commei-cial r e a s o n s  
demand e x o rb ita n t fees th a t are 
beyond o u r resources.

B u t i f  W illia m s  &  Co. th in k  
they have suppressed the  voice 
o f revo lu tiona ry  socialism  in  th is  
cam paign, they have another 
th in k  com ing. I f  cou rt action isn ’ t 
possible o r  e ffec tive , we are 
go ing  to  conduct an active and 
aggressive w r ite - in  cam paign.

W IL L  T E L L  T R U T H

In  th is  cam paign we w i l l  te ll 
th e  vo te rs  th e  t ru th  about 
c a p ita lis t x:uJe —  the  whole tru th  
—  and' i ts  .grow ing fe a r and 
h o s t ility  tow a rd  fre e  speech and 
f ie e  elections.

Fund Scoreboard
C ity Quota Paid Percent

T w in  C ities 8 1,320.00 $ 647.00 49%
Cleveland 350.00 165.00 47
D e tro it 825.00 385.00 47
Chicago 1,560.00 579.00 37
San Francisco 650.00 233.50 36
N ew ark 200.00 63.00 32
A llen tow n 85.00 2-5.00 29
St. Louis 85.00 25.00 29
B u ffa lo 1,760.00 500.-00 28
Seattle 300.00 85.00 28
Los Angeles 3,300.00 791.00 24
New Y o rk 4 000.00 852.40 21
Youngstown 250.00 50.00 20
Boston 500.00 75.00 15
Philadelph ia 400.00 13.00 3
A k ro n J 40.00 0 0
M ilwaukee 250.00 0 0
Oakland 200.00 0 0
Gerieral 0 20.00 0

T o ta l th-rogh June 26 $10,1-95.00 $4,508.90 28%

Publication Fund Drive 
Is Off to a Good Start

The Socialist P.uiblicaitioats Campaign fund was 
launched on May 15 in  the m idst o f -the tremendous 
events follow ing the revelations coming out of Moscow 
on the dem olition  o f  the  “ S ta lin  ®—---------------------------------------------------

. . .  Kutcher Cose

Algerian Leader 
Analyzes Revolt
The A lg e ria n  R evo lu tion . By 

Messali H a d j. London, 1956. 
Pam phlet. U.S. D is tr ib u to r: 
P ioneer Publishers, price  ■—
10 cents.

/  *  *  *

Readers o f the  Américain da ily  
pi-ess and the b ig  -  c ircu la tion  
magazines ‘have been reading 
about the events in  A lg e r ia  bu t 
they have been, g e ttin g  a. one­
sided p ic tu re . A nd  th a t  is  the 
propaganda side o f  F rench im ­
p e ria lism . A  read ing  o f  th is  
pam ph le t w i l l  coTwince anyone 
who believes th a t  people have, 
the  r ig h t  to  govern  themselves 
th a t the  A lgerian , people have 
jus tice  on th e ir  side and deserve 
support.

T.he au thor begins by destroy­
in g  th e  French governm ent’s 
fa ls ifica tion , o f  geography and. 
h is to ry  w h ich  ‘m ainta ins (w iith 
U.S. State D epartm ent sanction) 
th a t A lg e ria  is  no t a colony bu t 
an in te g ra l p a r t  o f France. M es­
sa li H a d j b r ie f ly  sketches the 
long h is to ry  o f A lg e ria n  opposi­
t io n  to  French ru le  and (the te r­
r ib le  ty ra n n y  and p o ve rty  im ­
posed on h is  c o u n try  b y  it .  He 
exp la ins how closely bound the 
A lg e ria n  s tru g g le  is  to  the revo­
lu tio n s  in. A s ia  and elsewhere in  
A fr ic a  and to the  European 
w o rk in g  class strugg le .

No rev iew  w ould be complete 
w ith o u t a w o rd  about the 
au tho r’s career. Because o f h is  
uncom prom ising devotion to  the 
cause o f A lg e r ia n  independence 
he has been an alm ost peren ia i 
prisoner. Im prisoned b y  Da lad ier 
o f th e  P op u la r F ro n t  in  1939, 
by V ich y  in  1941. by DeGaudle 
in  1943 and M endes-France in, 
1954, he is a t  p resent ja ile d  on 
Belle Isle o f f  the French Coast. 
He is  su re ly  a hero ic  f ig h te r 
fo r  freedom .

(C ontinued fro m  page 1) 
Braden case. Basing its e lf  on the 
recent U.S. Suprem e C ourt deci­
sion vo id ing the sta te sedition 
laws, the K en tucky h igh court 
th rew  out Braden’s conviction 
and 15-year sentence.

The Braden case g re w  out o f 
Carl and Anne Braden’s he lp ing 
a  Negro fr ie n d  purchase a home 
ou ts ide  the Negro g h e tto  o f 
Lou isv ille . The house was a t­
tacked b y  w h ite  suprem acists 
and, despite e ffo r ts  o f the 
Braden« and o th e r figh te rs  
aga inst J im  Crow to  guard the 
house, was f in a lly  dynam ited.

Instead o f a rre s tin g  the  dyna­
m ite rs  a . local M cC a rth y ite  
prosecutor conducted w itch -hu n t 
ra ids on the  homes o f  B raden and; 
h is fr ie n d s  and concocted a fra m e - 
up t r ia l  o f  those who had tr ie d  
to  defend the  'Negro fa m ily ’s 
home. Braden, f ir s t  to  be tr ie d , 
was he ld in  $40,000 ba il, the 
h ighest b a il ever set in  Kentucky. 
U n ti l the  Em ergency C iv il L ib e r­
ties Com m ittee was ab le to  raise 
the huge sum, Braden served tim e 
in  the pe n ite n tia ry .

The K en tucky  decision should 
mean an end to  the cases pending 
aga inst Anne Bi'aden and five 
others. 'However, an om inous 
note was raised b y  th e  prosecut­
in g  a tto rn e y  who threatened to 
continue th e  cases not-, as fo r ­
m e rly , on cha iges o f  sedition 
aga ins t th e  U.S. b u t o f  sedition 
aga inst th e  s ta te  o f  K en tucky. 
N e ithe r the  U.S. Supreme C ourt 
decision nor th a t  o f the Kentucky 
Appeals C o u rt precludes such a 
prosecution.

S O B E I.L  A P P E A L  D E N IE D
In  New Y o rk  the appeal o f 

M orton Sobell, now serv ing  a 30- 
year sentence on A lca tra z , fo r  a 
new t r ia l  was tu rned down by 
the judge who o r ig in a lly  con­
victed h im . Judge I rv in g  R. 
Kau fm an, a t the  o r ig in a l t r ia l 
meted out, fo r  the  f ir s t  tim e  in 
Am erican h is to ry , peace - t im e  
death sentences to  Ju lius  and 
E the l Rosenberg on espionage 
charges.

-In a s e lf - se rv ing  decision!, 
K au fm an defended th e  conduct 
o f the  f ir s t  t r ia l ,  w h ich  took 
place a t the h e ig h t o f  the M c­
C a rth y ite  h y s te ria  and rejected 
the appeal. M uch o f the  decision 
appealed to  be an a tte m p t bo 
answer statem ents o f b e lie f in  
Sobell’s innocence made by 
B ertrand Russell and Jean Paul 
S artre , fam ous E n g lish  and 
French philosophers and men o f 
le tte rs . In  th is  cou n try  a  num ber 
o f scientists, such as Nobe l p rize 
w in n e r H a ro ld  U rey, have 
declared th e ir  be lie f th a t Sobell 
was u n ju s tly  convicted.

Sobell can now appeal to  the 
U.S. C o u rt o f Appeals. M o re  and 
m ore doubts are beg inn ing  to  be 
expressed abou t the Rosenberg- 
S-obell t r ia l  and the re  is  no ques­
tion  th a t pu b lic  demands fo r  a 
new t r ia l  o r  investiga tion , w i l l

continue to  g lo w . Especia lly  
em barrassing fo r  the U .S. S tate 
D epartm ent is  the  fa c t  th a t  in  
Europe, where mem ories o f the 
fan nous Dreyfus- tfp io n a g *1 Ifitame- 
up s t i l l  l in g e r , the Rosenberg- 
Sobell t r ia l is w ide ly  considered 
a co ld -w a r fram e-up.

B L A C K L IS T  EXPO SED
The odious subversive lis t, 

used fo r  p ro fit-m a k in g  purposes, 
in  the enterta inm ent w o rld  re ­
cently received tw o  blows. In  the 
f irs t. John H e n ry  F au lk , radio 
hum orist and recen tly  - elected 
o ffic ia l o f A F T R A , rad io  and te le­
vision union, b rought s u it fo r  
$500,000 against Aw are. Inc., and 
tw o  prom inen t figu res in  the 
en te rta inm en t w itch  hunt.

The o th e r -blow was a tw o- 
volum e re p o r t b y  th e  Fund fo r  
the  Republic on b la ck lis tin g  
in rad io , T V  and the m ovie in ­
dus try . T h is  docum entation o f 
the a lm o s t unbelievable g r ip  
'th a t t'he -w itch-hum lters-for-profit 
have on these industries  is  the 
re s u lt o f  a yea r’s research by an 
in ve s tig a tin g  team  under John 
Cogley, fo rm e r executive d irec to r 
o f  Common-weal, a l i b e r a l  
C atholic magazine.

The whole system  o f  b lack­
lis tin g  ¡77 the  e n te rta in m en t i-ne 
duistries was a p riva te-en ite ip rise  
re p lica  o f  the  A tto rn e y  General's- 

subversive”  lis t. W ith o u t -trial 
o r  -hearing, on secret “ evidence,”  
org-anii zatioTis -wier t f  declared .“ sub­
versive”  and' people be long ing  to 
them , th e ir  re la tives, frie n d s  o r 
acquaintances, w ere  kicked ou t o f 
governm ent jobs as “ lo y a lty ”  or 
“ secu rity ”  cases. A  horde o f 
w itch  hunters, e x -F B I men and 
types o u t to  make a fa s t  buck 
p r iv a te ly  in s titu te d  the same 
system  in  en te rta inm en t fie ld.

F IR S T  H E A R IN G
E ig h t years a fte r  the A tto rn e y  

General’s l is t  was procla im ed as 
the cornerstone o f the w itch  
hunt, the f irs t  hearing  o f  an 
organ iza tion  on i t  is  ta k in g  
place. The Independent Socia list 
League a f te r  te a rin g  th e 'D e p a rt­
m ent o f Justice’s “ evidence”  to  
shreds and show ing its  “ experts”  
to  be ignoramuses, has now 
begun to  present its  case.

c u lt, ”  the heroic mass action  o,f 
-the M ontgom ery bus pro test 
movem ent and th e  launching o f 
th e  S oc ia lis t Wo7‘kers  P a rty  
p res iden tia l cam paign.

In  th is  issue we publish ou r 
f irs t Fund Scoreboard. W ith  ap­
p ro x im a te ly  tw o  more m onths to  
go a lm ost one-th ird  o f  the fund 
quota has been m et. T h is  is  a 
good beginning.

BIG  C IR C U L A T IO N  R IS E
F rie n d s  and supporters o f  So­

c ia lis t  W orkers  -Party and The 
M il ita n t  7-ealize the  g re a t im ­
portance o f s topp ing  up ou r cam­
paign ac tiv ities . M any thousands 
o f  copies o f  The M il i ta n t  have 
been c ircu la ted  to  S ta lin is t and 
o th e r rad ica l c ircles. The special 
8-page issue’ o f th e  paper w ith  
the f u l l  te x t o f  the  secret 
-Khrushchev re p o rt ran ove r 10.- 
000 copies. W e a re  s t i l l  g e ttin g  
bund le  orders fo r  th is  issue fro m  
a ll p a rts  o f the world .

Since the Fund Cam paign was 
lauTiched a re p r in t o f  T ro ts k y ’s 
analysis o f  the K iro v  Assassina­
tion  has been made available. 
The prev ious ly  announced: N o te ­
book o f  an A g ita to r, by J . P. 
Cannon, is now in  the w orks and 
o the r pub lica tions are being 
processed.

K E E P  IT  R O L L IN G !
The coast-to-eoa-st to u r  o f  vice* 

pres identia l candidate, M y r a  
T ann e r Weiss, has c a rr ie d  the 
message o f  socialism  th ro u g h o u t 
the cou n try  to g e th e r w ith  an 
analysis oif -the Khrushchev 
reve la tions on the crim es o f  S ta l­
in ism . A nd  th is  is  on ly  the  
beg inn ing . The demand fo r  ou r 
•pi'opaiganda rria te ria l is increas­
ing , m any new op po rtu n itie s  are 
open ing fo r  us, how f a r  and how 
fa s t w e go depends upon the  res- 
po77se we g e t fro m  ou r fr ie n d s  
and supporto-rs to  o u r appeal 
fior funds. L e t ’s  keep i t  ro l lin g !

SWP Candidate Gives View  
Of Important Election Issues

CLEVELAND. June 24 — R idiculing the “ C ult o f 
Eisenhower”  and the public debate over his illnesses which 
has been substituted fo r discussion o f the real issues in
the na tiona l e lection, M y r  a ®--------------------------------------------------------
Tanner W eiss, S oc ia lis t W orkers
P a rty  candidate fo r  v ice -presi­
dent. to ld  a local audience la s t 
m ig h t: “ The basic question is 
w he the r we -w ill have a soc ia lis t 
world ' o r  a c a p ita lis t w o r ld ."

(Speaking om “ The U.S. E lec­
tion  Cam paign and the New 
Events in  the Soviet U n ion ,”  the 
SW P candidate said, “ One man 
(doesn't de te rm ine  the h is to ry  o f 
the U n ited  S tates o r o f  Russia.”  
The decisive fa c to r, she pointed 
'Out, is 'the woi-ld w o rk in g  class, 
■which is g ro w in g  in  power. 
C itiing  the decline o f  cap ita lism  
'in Europe and A s ia , «he colonial 
.revolutions in  A fr ic a ,  nnd now 
the beg inn ings o f  the  p o litica l 
re vo lu tion  a g a in s t the bureau­
c ra tic  reg im e in  the Soviet 
U nion, she hailed the a ttack  on 
th e  S ta lin  c u lt  as evidence th a t 
“ the second la rg e s t w o rk in g  
class (in th e  w o rld ”  has begun 
ltd move aga ins t its  oppressors.

A N T IC IP A T IN G  B R E A K
A in erica n w orkers  are no t yet 

rad ica l, M rs . W eiss said, b u t on 
th e  in te rna tiona l fie ld, Amerie-aTi 
cap ita lism  is on the defensive. 
I ts  spokesmen, like  D ulles, the  
d a ily  newspapers, the  period ica ls 
o f  B ig  Business, are constantly  
engaged in  polem ics aga ins t So­
cia lism .

They are a n tic ip a tin g  the 
a rgum ents o f the organized labor 
movement, the Negroes and o ther 
m in o ritie s  in  th is  cou n try  when 
they f in a lly  b reak w ith  the 
Dem ocrats and Republicans and 
fo rm  an independent labo r pa rty , 
she said.

T he  speech received an en­
th u s ia s tic  response fro m  the  
audience a t the  m ee ting  to  
launch the  S oc ia lis t W orke rs  
P a r ty  w r ite - in  cam paign in  Ohio.

W R IT E -IN  C A M P A IG N
The open ing o f  the  w r ite - in  

cam paign, necessitated by the 
undem ocratic O hio election law  
re s tr ic tio n s  on -m inority  parties, 
w as reported in  th e  Cleveland 
News, the P la in  D ealer add the 
w eekly Cleveland C all and Post.

The in te rv ie w  in  the News re ­
ported tha t the  candidate “ con­

demned Am erican Com m unists as 
complacent champions o f  bureau­
cracy and bo th  Dem ocrats and 
Republicans as ‘b ig  business’ 
pa rties .”

“ M a jo r (S W P ) p l a t f o r m  
planks, according to  -Mts . Weiss, 
ca ll f o r  the  establishm ent o f  a 
labo r p a r ty  and a break olf the- 
A F L -O IO  fro m  the D em ocrats; 
f o r  the  com plete e lim in a tio n  o f 
a l l  fo rm s  o f  segregation , and 
fo r- the- w ith d ra w a l o f all- A rne r-

MYRA TANNER

ican troops fro m  fo re ig n  lands.”  
The a rtic le  in  the C a li and Post 

reported :
“ In  -her cu rre n t to u r  M rs . 

W eiss has been in te rv iew ed  by 
press, rad io  and te lev is ion  news 
com m entators oti he r v iew s on 
■the ‘new lin e ’ fro rn  Moscow. A s  
a  so c ia lis t c r it ic  o f Staliridsm 
(since the  th ir t ie s , she h-as been 
the ob ject o f  v it r io lic  a tta c k  by 
Am erican Com m unists fo r  te ll in g  
■'them m an y  o f  the fa c ts  abou t 
S ta lin  th a t  Khrushchev is  now 
revealing .

“ H e r finsi- election cam paign, 
as ‘S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  candi­
date fo r  m ayor o-f Los Angeles in  
1945. was m arked by sharp in te r ­
changes w iith the C om m unist 
P a i'tv . -Mrs. W eiss condemned 
the  S ta lin is t w a r- tim e  p o licy  o f 
sub o rd ina ting  the  s t r u g  g  1 e 
aga ins t J im  C row  in  the in te re s t 
o f  'natio37al l in ity . ’ ”

M y ra  T anner W eiss, v ice -presi­
den tia l candidate o f  the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  w i l l  speak in  
Boston on F riday , Ju ly  6, a t the 
C om m unity  Church Center, 565 
Bo.vlston S t. H e r top ic w i l l  be: 
The Soviet U n ion Today. The 
m ee ting  w il l  begin p ro m p tly  a t 
8:30 p.m. H er analysis o f recent 
events in  the  S ta lin is t w o rld  
movement and th e ir  re la tio n  to 
th e  problems o f  the A m erican  
w orkers has been received w ith  
great in te rest on her na tion-w ide 
tour.



The Negro Struggle
By Jean Blake

H illsboro  Boycott Ends in  V ic to ry
The pioneers o f the growing national 

movement to  boycott Jim  Crow, the chil­
dren and parents who refused to use 
segregated 'School fac ilities  in  Hillsboro, 
Ohio, have won a complete victory.

Despite a two-year struggle by the 
school board and other local authorities, 
neither legal s ta lling  nor other forms of 
pressure and in tim idation were able to 
end the boycott and compel the Negro 
parents to send the ir children back to the 
Jim  Grow Lincoln school.
BOYCOTT ACTION EFFECTIVE

On A p ril 16 the children were fina lly  
admitted to the form erly “ white”  Webster 
school. W ith the conclusion of the school 
term  in May, the rest o f H illsboro’s Negro 
children attended th e ir last segregated 
classes in the Lincoln school. In  addition, 
two other Ohio cities, Chililicothe and. 
Middletown, announced they w ill end 
segregation fo r colored schoiol children ' 
w ith  the otpenipg of the fa ll term.

The local H illsboro newspaper and the 
spokesmen o f the school board tried to 
deny th a t the m ilita n t parents and chil­
dren who persisted in demanding im ­
mediate integration fo r two years had won 
a victory. They tried to discredit the 
effectiveness of the principled stand and 
struggle.

But here is  the record tha t cannot be 
denied:

1. Segregation of Negro school ch il­
dren existed in Hillsboro. Statements to 
the contrary by local o ffic ia ls were 
deliberate lies. The all-Negro Lincoln 
school was the proof.

BARENTS LEAD STRUGGLE
2. The position taken by the school 

board tha t the Lincoln school wouM be 
abandoned when two new elementary 
school buildings were completed was 
sim ply a device fo r continuing segrega­
tion as was the excuse th a t the children 
who refused to attend Lincoln school could 
not be integrated because the other 
schools were overcrowded.

Segregation could have been ended a t 
any time, regardless o f the condition of 
existing school facilities, by simply assign­
ing a ll H illsboro children to the schools 
nearest the ir homes, w ithout regard to 
race.
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Admission of the colored children to the 
Webster school on A p ril 16, 1956, proves 
conclusively th a t the so-called obstacles 
to integration did not exist. Denial of 
equal educational opportunities to  these 
children fo r tw o years was an inexcusable 
in j ustice.

3. The statement o f the Hillsboro 
Presis-Gazetite editorial of A p ril 20th that 
“ there never was a problem until outside 
interests moved in and created one” was 
completely false. The struggle to end 
•segregation in Hillsboro schools was 
in itia ted, organized and carried out by a 
local group of parents headed by Mrs. 
Imogine Curtis, form er president o f the 
Parent-Teachers Association a t the L in ­
coln school.
M ILITA N T STANDS WINS

4. The Press-Gazette smugly asserted 
tha t nothing was accomplished by the two- 
year struggle th a t would not have been 
accomplished “ in a natural, orderly 
manner if  ju s t a few people had had a 
little  fa ith  in the ir neighbors and friends.”

This, too, is false. The bad fa ith  o f the 
local authorities and some “ neighbors”  
was demonstrated over and over again. 
F irs t by th e ir denial th a t the Supreme 
Court decision of May, 1954, applied to 
them. Second, by the ir refusal to  admits the 
colored children to the Webster and Wash­
ington schools in September, 1954 and to 
the Webster school in September, 1955. 
Third, when they deliberately tried to 
evade the court rulings through the 
crooked device of a new school zoning 
ordinance designed to establish zones 
along racial, rather than geographic lines. 
Fourth, when a threatening cross was 
burned near a Negro home.

5. F inally, i f  the school board had not 
realized its  maintenance of segregation 
was untenable legally, i t  would have taken 
steps to end the boycott o f the Jim  Crow 
Lincoln school by enforcing the state’s 
compulsory education laws.

But resorting to  force would have 
gained them nothing, and they knew it. 
Because the boycott had begun w ith  the 
assertion o f the Negro leaders th a t they 
would “ go to ja il rather than send our 
children to a segregated school.”  This 
principled stand is what won the victory 
in Hillsboro.

Text o f Dobbs Speech on Election Policy

Railway Labor Legislation
E X P E R IE N C E S  U N D E R  R A IL ­

W A Y  L E G IS L A T IO N : By
Leonard A . iLecht. New Y o rk : 
Colum bia U n ive rs ity  Press, 
1956, 254 pp., $1.25.

To a person who has spent 
nearly  h is en tire  a d u lt l i fe  as 
a  ra ilro a d  employee and has, 
m ore o r less, fo llow ed the 
developm ents w ith in  th is  in ­
d u s try  fro m  the union m em ber’s 
ipo irtt o f  v iew  f o r  the la s t fo r ty  
years o r so, the reading o f th is  
book w il l ,  f ir s t  o f  a ll. b r in g  in ­
creas ing amazement a t  the  im ­
mense am ount o f  w o rk  necessary 
(for p resen ting  th is  s tudy in  the 
Conn th e  au tho r has developed St.

W E L L  W R IT T E N
A s  the  t i t le  o f  the book 

im p lie s  th is  is  a descrip tion  o f

By I. Nelson
Experiences under R a ilw ay  Labor 
Le g is la tio n  —  w e ll w r itte n  and 
readable, and no one can question 
the  correctness o f  the “ ex­
periences ' discussed.

However, the  a u th o r’s In t ro ­
duction (pages 3-13, in c lus ive ) is  
the  m ost in te res tin g , as i t  con­
ta ins some o f h is ideas on w ha t 
b ro u g h t about ce rta in  leg is la tion  
an th is  fie ld . A lso , some recom­
mendations on add itiona l leg is la ­
tion . He su ites  (page 4 ) : "T he  
p o lit ic a l w e igh t o f  S trong unions 
made i t  possible fo r  ra ilw a y  
labor to  u t iliz e  le g is la tio n  as a 
•method f o r  im p ro v in g  its  legal 
pos ition  and ach iev ing ga ins 
which were d if f ic u lt  o r  im pos­
sible to  obtain th ro u g h  collec­
tiv e  b a rg a in in g .”

T h a t s ta tem ent w ill,  no doubt,

b y  questioned by m any members 
o f  ra ilro a d  un ions. When we con­
s ide r th a t in  an in d u s try  em ploy­
ing around one m illio n  persons, 
d ivided in to  tw e n ty -tw o  d iffe re n t 
c ra f t  un ions w ith  ve ry  l i t t le  
p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion , i t  is hard  
to  understand how such a d iv i­
s ion  could have enough p o litica l 
w e igh t to  compel enactm ent o f 
favo ra b le  laws.

COM M IT T E E  REPO RT

D u rin g  the  wage and ru les 
movem ent o f the Brotherhoods in  
the  la te  40's and ea rly  50’s, a 
supposedly neu tra l body, the 
Com m ittee on Labor and P ub lic  
W e lfa re  o f  the  U n ited  S ta tes 
•Senate, reported th a t  in  th e  
pe riod  1939-1949, wages o f  ra iil- 
•road w orkers  ‘ ‘de te rio ra ted ’’ from  
37th to  64th place in  A m erican  
indus try . I f  th a t was correct, i t  
•did no t in d ica te  unions strong  
enough to  compel favo rab le  
leg is la tion .

I  believe tha t w hatever fa v o r­
able leg is la tion  fo r  r a i l  labor has 
been adopted has been because o f 
tw o  fa c to rs : (1 )  The govern­
ment's position tha t na tiona l r a i l­
road s trikes  cannot be to le rated 
and. the re fo re , ce rta in  conces­
sions to  w orkers m ust be made, 
and, (2 )  The advent o f the C IO  
and the bu ild ing  o f pow erfu l in ­
d u s tria l unions in  o the r indu­
s tries , whereby con tracts were 
negotiated w ith  corporations, in ­
c lud ing benefits la to r received by 
ra il labor th rough  leg is la tion .

F A V O R S  S E IZU R E S
A s  fo r  the  au tho r's  recom ­

m endation on add itiona l legal 
p rov is ions: A f te r  d iscussing past 
governm ent reso rts  to  federal 
seizure and in junctions, he favo rs  
such seizure to  be perm issib le 
by la w , w ith  continued activ ities ' 
by M ed ia tion and Em ergency 
Boards d u rin g  such seizure. He 
■advocates th a t  w h ichever side 
re jects an Em ergency Board 
aw ard should bear the burden 
accom panying it .  I f  unions re jec t 
the aw ard, the y  would lose th e ir  
n igh t to  s tr ik e  and m ust accept 
•the aw ard . I f  m anagem ent re ­
jects, the  governm ent would con­
t ro l tihe c a rr ie r 's  income and pay 
ren ta l on the  basis o f “ ju s t com­
pensation.”  T h is  is  a ra th e r 
pecu lia r s o rt o f  n e u tra lity :  The 
w orkers  compelled to  accept 
w hatever the  aw ard m ay  be. 
w h ile  the  ca rrie rs  w ould be 
guaranteed “ ju s t com pensation.”

A s a whole, i t  is an in te re s tin g  
book and rocommended to  s tu ­
dents and those in te rested  in  th is  
subject.

I. Nelson
M inneapo lis

[W e  pub lish  below the  t ra n ­
s c rip t o f  the  speech by S W F  presi­
den tia l candidate, F a rre ll Dobbs, 
at the  B rook lyn  Compass Club 
sym posium , Sunday, June 24. 
The symposium topic was: W o rk ­
in g  Class l ’o licy  in  the 1956 Elec­
tion . O ther speakers w ere: W. 
E. B. Du Buis, David Goldway 
and C lif fo rd  M cAvoy.J

By Farrell Dobbs
1 take it  fo r  g ranted th a t a ll 

the speakers ton igh t are opposed 
to  cap ita lism  and th a t a l l are 
agreed on the need to establish 
a socia list society in  Am erica 
and throughout the world .

M y  rem arks w i l l  the re fo re  
hinge on the key issue fac in g  
socia lists in  th is  cou n try : the 
need fo r  the w o rk in g  class to 
b re ak  w ith  c a p ita lis t po litics  and 
fo rm  an independent labor p a rty  
based on the unions.

T H E  A C ID  T E S T
The S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  

holds th a t the acid te s t o f  w o rk ­
in g  class p o licy  in  the 1956 
elections lies  in  the  answers to  
these questions: 'W hat po licy
prom otes independent labor po­
li t ic a l ac tion  ? W h a t po licy 
re tards labo r’s p o lit ic a l break 
w ith  the class enemy ?

In  its  recent po licy  declara­
tions the Com m unist P a rty  —  
whose position I  assume M r. 
Goldway w il l  express to n ig h t —  
has called fo r  a “ new and broader 
mass p a rty  o f  socia lism .”  I f  such 
a new movement is founded on a 
princ ip led  socia list program , the 
broader basis thereby atta ined 
fo r  un ited socia list action would 
c lea rly  be a great gain. The So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a r ty  welcomes 
a g ive and take discussion lead­
in g  in  th a t d irection . A l l  points 
o f view  should be examined w ith  
an open m ind in  an e ffo r t  to 
a rr iv e  at a m u tua lly  acceptable 
class s tru g g le  p rogram  fo r  so­
c ia lis t u n ity  in  action.

CP C O A L IT IO N  L IN E
The C om m unist P a rty  also ad­

vocates the  bu ild in g  o f election 
coailit/ions and p o lit ic a l a l l Lances 
to  w o rk  w ith in  tihe Dem ocratic 
•Party. These fo rm a tio n s  are ad­
vised to  “ take a  s trong  apd 
po s itive  stand”  a t  the  Dem ocraiic 
convention and to "u rg e  a bold 
p o lic y ”  upon the lib e ra l w ing 
o f  the  Democrats.

A n a tte m p t is made to ju s t i fy  
th is  p o licy  on the ground tha t 
th e  w orkers are in  the  Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty , bu t labo r support 
o f  th a t p a r ty  does n o t a lte r  its  
class character. T ire Dem ocratic 
P a rty  is  a p o litica l in s tru m e n t o f 
th e  ca p ita lis t class, dedicated to 
the  preserva tion o f cap ita lism  
and hos tile  to  the fundam ental 
in te res ts  o f  the w o rk in g  class.

A lth o u g h  the Dem ocratic P arty  
masquerades as a p a rty  o f  social 
re fo rm , i t  ac tu a lly  lives today on 
the concessions made d u rin g  the 
Roosevelt New Deal o f the 
T h irt ie s . Even the Roosevelt con­
cessions were not made vo lun­
ta r ily .  They were forced on the 
cap ita lis t governm ent, headed by 
Roosevelt, th rough  the pressures 
o f the mass rad ica liza tion  
b rough t about by the depression.

T H E  D E M O C R A TIC  P A R T Y
Today th e  Dem ocratic P a rty  

bases its  domestic p o licy  on a war 
econom y. I t  stands shoulder-to- 
is ho a ider w ith  the Republicans in 
(the w itch  - h u n t «ga ins t the 
rad ica ls. In  the  Dem ocratic-con­
tro l led Congress m ost o f  the key 
com m ittee posts have been given 
(to a n ti- la b o r, w h ite -suprem acist 
D ix iecra ts.

The Dem ocratic P a rty  Cakes a 
b i-p a rtis a n  stand w ith  the Re­
publicans on a ll basic issues o f 
fo re ig n  po licy . I t s  fundam ental 
ro le  is  to  tie  the masses p o lit i­
c a lly  to  the  w a r p rogram  o f 
Am erican im peria lism .

Union support o f the libe ra l 
p o litic ian s  does not change the ir 
lo y a lty  to  the ca p ita lis t class 
any more than labor sup po rt o f 
the Dem ocratic P a rty  a lte rs  its  
class character. In  the last 
ana lys is  the libe ra ls  are po litica l 
agents o f m onopoly cap ita lism . 
They defend p riva te  p ro pe rty  in 
the  means o f  production and 
must the re fo re  adapt themselves 
to  cap ita lis t princ ip les in gov­
ernm ent. W hen the chips are 
down they a lw ays  side w ith  
reaction.

C LA S S IC  E X A M P L E S
H e n ry  W allace gave a classical 

exam ple o f  libe ra l treach ery  in 
a showdown. He had been made 
the  p res iden tia l candidate nnd 
ra lly in g  cen ter fo r  the Progres­
sive P a rty  in  1948. T hrough his 
good offices “ peaceful co-exist­
ence”  was to  be a tta ined , along 
w ith  la rge social re form s. B u t 
when the showdown came in  
Korea, W allace betrayed every 
prom ise be had made and demon­
stra ted his fundam enta l lo ya lty  
to  cap ita lism  by com ing o u t in  
sup po rt o f  the im p e ria lis t m ili­
ta ry  assault on the Chinese and 
Korean revo lu tions.

Y e t another exam ple o f  lib e ra l­
is m  dn action  is  the conduct o f

Seniator H u b e rt H um phrey o f 
M innesota. H um phrey is  today 
ih igh ly  tou ted as a  g re a t libe ra l 
b y  the A m ericans fo r  Dem ocratic 
A ction , the p rinc ip a l lib e ra l fo r ­
m ation w o rk in g  in  a lliance w ith  
(the Dem ocratic P a rty . In  1954 
¡this same H um phrey in troduced 
an am endm ent to  the anti-un ion 
B u tle r b i l l  fo r  the purpose o f 
o u tla w in g  the  C om m unist P a rty . 
T h is  g re a t libe ra l, cow ering  be­
fo re  M cC arthy, became the 
a u th o r o f a measure ou tlaw ing  
•a p o lit ic a l p a rty  fo r  the f irs t  
t im e  in  A m erican  h is to ry .

Eugene Dennis, General Sec­
re ta ry  o f  the Com m unist P arty , 
cla im s to  see in  the union sup­
port o f these libe ra l cap ita lis t 
po litic ians  what he ca lls  "labo r's  
independent p o litica l a c t iv ity .”  
In  his rep o rt to  the recent 
plenum o f the Com m unist P a rty ’s 
N a tiona l Com m ittee he based 
th is  c la im  m a in ly  on the fact 
o f union in te rven tion  in  the 
ca p ita lis t p a rty  p rim aries .

P O L IT IC A L  T R E N D S
l i t  is true  th a t the  w o rke rs  do 

m an ifes t a tre n d  tow a rd  class 
po la riza tio n  on the p o lit ic a l field. 
The trend  is m anifested in a 
tendency to  choose between cap i­
ta l is t  candidates as a class and 
to  intervene in c a p ita lis t po litics  
as a labor fac tion .

T h is  trend shows prom ise o f

fu tu re  independent labor po­
li t ic a l action. B u t p o lit ic a l inde­
pendence fo r  labo r can become 
a  re a lity  on ly  in  d ire c t opposi­
t io n  to ca p ita lism , on ly  outside 
the fra m e w o rk  o f  the c a p ita lis t 
p a rtie s  and in  class strugg le  
aga ins t them.

F or rad ica ls to  enter cap ita lis t 
po litics  on the ground tha t the 
workers are there  —  and to  palm 
o f f  th is  po licy  as independent 
labor po litica l action —  only 
feeds the ex is ting  mass illus ions 
about c a p ita lis t re fo rm  move­
ments and retards the w o rk ing  
class break w ith  ca p ita lis t po­
litic s .

T H E  BRO W DER L IN E
In  practice th is  line leads to 

support o f  w hatever candidate 
the  Dem ocrats m ay nom inate. 
Such a course is  a lready im p lic it  
in the Com m unist P a r ty ’s stress 
on the need to  de feat the 
“ C adillac C abinet.”  I t  p a ra lle ls  
B row de r’s device o f supporting  
Roosevelt by cam paign ing aga inst 
Landon in 1936, aga ins t W iillk ie  
in  1940 and aga inst Dewey in  
1944. I  p re d ic t th a t under 
its  p resent po licy the Com­
m un is t P a rty  w i l l  s u p p o r t  
wlhooiver th e  D em ocra ts nom inate, 
i f  no t openly, then by the in ­
d ire c t m ethod o f cam paign ing 
aga ins t the Republicans.

The Communist P a rty 's  policy

has its  o r ig in  in  the class co l­
la bo ra tion is t concepts o f “ co­
existence.”  I t  is  draw n from  
Khrushchev’s po licy as set fo rth  
at the T w en tie th  Congress o f the 
R u s s i a n  C om m unist P arty . 
Khrushchev in  tu rn  continues 
S ta lin ’s fundam enta l line  o f class 
co llabora tion , w ith  the resu lt 
th a t the Com m unist P a rty  in  th is  
coun try  today continues to  pe r­
petuate the basic po licy o f  the 
B row der era.

DOBBS ASKS D E B A T E
H ere is fou nd  the  fo u n ta in ­

head o f the whole p o iicy  o f  the 
C om m unist P a rty . Fundam ental 
questions w ith  the  deepest go ing 
p o lit ic a l and theo re tica l im p lica ­
tio n s  are involved. T im e and the 
circum stances o f  o u r discussion 
to n ig h t do no t make i t  possible 
to go in to  the sub ject here  b u t 
i t  m u s t by a l l means be openly 
discussed. Tow ard th is  end, I  
wall welcome a pub lic  debate 
w ith  Eugene Dennis on the  deci­
sions and reve la tions o f the 
Twem tie th^C ongress o f the  Rus­
sian C om m unist P a rty .

The class c o lla b o ra tio n is t tac ­
tic s  f lo w in g  fro m  the  “ co-exis­
tence”  line  cu t square ly across 
the ob jective p o lit ic a l needs o f the 
day. These tac tics  keep the 
•wankers tie d  .p o litica lly  to  the 
class enem y. T he  N e g ro  people 
a re  he ld  in  a p o lit ic a l coa litio n  
w ith  the w h ite  suprem acists. 
Mass demands rem a in  lim ite d  to 
a c a p ita lis t re fo rm  program . The 
m onopoly c a p ita lis ts  are enabled 
to  m a in ta in  th e ir  con tro l o f tihe 
governm ent. A nd  in  the .last 
ana lys is  the  "co-existence" line  
a c tu a lly  serves the  im p e ria lis ts  
in  th e ir  p repara tions fo r  w ar.

D U T Y  O F S O C IA LIS TS
I t  is the d u ty  o f "socialists to 

expose every illu s ion  o f  class 
co n c ilia tio n  and to  exp la in  w hy 
the class s tru g g le  is  irre conc il­
ab le  under cap ita lism . The so­
c ia lis ts  m ust ca l! fo r  a complete 
mass b reak w ith  c a p ita lis t po­
lit ic s , beg inn ing  w ith  the fo rm a ­
tion  o f an independent labor 
p a r ty ,  based on the  un ions in  an 
a lliance  w ith  the N e g ro  people 
and  the W ork ing fa rm ers .

Am ong these who have in ­
d ica ted opposition to  support o f 
She Dem ocratic P a rty  are D r. Du 
Bois and M r. M cA voy, bo th  o f 
whom  are w ith  us here ton igh t. 
I understand th a t  M r. M cA voy 
has sta ted ‘h,is in te n tio n  to  sup­
p o r t  an independent election 
tic k e t, a lthough  so f a r  as I  know 
he has n o t y e t ind ica ted w ha t 
tic k e t he in tends to  support.

From  D r. Du Bois’ recent w r i t ­
ings I ga the r th a t he proposes to 
abstain in  the elections. A  po licy 
o f boycotting  the po lls is pe r­
m issib le in p rinc ip le  and under 
ce rta in  conditions, where a p r in ­
cipled vote cannot be cast, i t  is 
ju s tifie d  in practice. B u t ab­
sten tion  from  vo tin g  is not 
necessary in  the 1956 elections. 
There is  a vehicle a t hand fo r 
casting a p rinc ip led  socialist 
vote —  the pres identia l ticke t 
o f  the Socialist W orkers  P a rty .

SW P P O LIC Y
'We do not pose the SW P t ic k e t 

as the on ly  possible vehic le under 
a l l  c ircum stances. The SW P

w ou ld  sup po rt a la b o r p a rty  
t ic k e t,  even though  i t  m ig h t rum 
on a  re fo rm is t p rogram , provided 
i t  was based on solid -union sup­
p o r t.  We would fo llo w  th a t po licy 
on th e  .prom ise th a t the  f irs t  
g lo a t  step to w a rd  Independent 
la b o r po litica l action is the d irec t 
class 'break w ith  c a p ita lis t po­
lities . Once the actua l break is  
made, p ro g ra m  would o f course 
become v ita l and w ith in  %he labo r 
p a rty  we would fig h t fo r  a so­
c ia lis t p rogram . B u t today ’s; 
fac ts  a re  th a t there is no 
p rospect o f  a labo r p a r ty  tic k e t 
in  1956.

The S W P  would consider sup­
p o r t  o f  ano the r rad ica l tic k e t 
speak ing  fo r  the  soc ia lis t move­
m ent, provided i t  ran on a p r in ­
c ip led, class s tru g g le  program . 
There a re , in  fa c t, tw o  o the r 
•tickets in  the  fie ld proposing to 
speak fo r  socialism  —  the So­
c ia lis t  Labor P a r ty  and the  So­
c ia lis t  P a rty  w h ich  has be la ted ly 
decided to  conduct w h a t appears 
to be a token  cam paign.

T H E  A L T E R N A T IV E S ?
The 'SiLP is  o u t o f touch w ith  

po litica l re a lity . I t  is b lind  to  the 
p rogress ive  fea tu res  o f  the 
Soviet economy and does no t 
defend the  system o f  planned 
economy aga ins t im p e r ia lis t a t ­
tack. The SLP is  no less b lin d  to  
the inne r dynam ics o f  the  un ion 
movement, condemning as i t  dogs 
the  proposals fo r  an AFL-O LO  
o rg an iz in g  d r iv e  as a mere 
s treng then ing  o f  th e  un ion bu l­
w a rk  o f cap ita lism . I t  o ffe rs  no1 
re a lis tic  vehicle fo r  a soc ia lis t 
election cam paign.

The S oc ia lis t P a rty  com ple te ly 
d isqualifies its e l f  by suppo rting  
the fo re ign  po licy  o f  Am erican 
im p e ria lism . I understand th a t 
N orm an Thom as, a t the recent 
Carnegie H a il sym posium , se t as 
a condition fo r  the recogn ition1 
o f re v o lu tio n a ry  C h ina its  own 
recogn ition o f  Chiang K a i-shek 
who was d riven  o f f  the Chinese 
m ain land when he tr ie d  to  p lay  
the ro le  o f  hangm an o f the 
Chinese revo lu tion .

O nly the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  o ffe rs  a princ ip led  so­
c ia lis t program  in  the 1956 elec­
tions. I t  has a consistent record 
o f in tra n s ig e n t opposition to  im ­
pe ria lis t w a r and defense o f  the 
system  o f  planned economy ip  
the Soviet Union and China, 
despite the bu reaucra tic  d e fo r­
m ations in  those countries. I t  
supports  the revo lu tiona ry  s tru g ­
gles o f a ll the colon ia l peoples 
against im peria lism .

The SW P advocates a class 
s tru g g le  p o licy  in  the unions and. 
backs the Negro people in  th e ir  
f ig h t fo r  social, economic and 
p o lit ic a l equa lity . I t  defends a ll 
v ic tim s  o f  the  c a p ita lis t w itc h ­
hunt. The SW P ca lls  fo r  the 
fo rm a tio n  o f  an independent 
labo r p a r ty  and i t  w o rks  da y -in  
and day-ou t fo r  the abo lition  o f 
cap ita lism  and the crea tion  o f a 
socia list society.

F o r a ll who want to  break 
de fin itive ly  w ith  ca p ita lis t po­
litic s , fo r  a ll who desire a class 
s tru g g le  program  in the figh t foi; 
socialism , support o f the Socia l­
is t W orke rs  P a r ty  candidates 
w ill take them in the  d irec tion  
they w an t to  go.

. . . Trotskyists Challenge CP
(Continued from  page 1)

w i l l  sdare voters. M illio n s  o f 
do lla rs in  slush funds w i l l  pay 
expenses. How much o f th is  is 
f la t  b ribe ry  we w i l l  never know  
. . . .So ou r democracy w i l l  fa ll 
f la t  so fa r  as choice o f P resi­
dentia l candidates is  concerned 
. . .Fo rge t the p res iden tia l elec­
tion  o f 1956. I t  is  a lready lo s t 
and you r vote is  absolute ly 
w orth less.”

W h ile  u rg in g  a boyco tt o f the 
pres identia l e lection, he urged 
a ca re fu l s c ru tin y  o f  Congres­
sional candidates and th a t w her­
ever “ honest and open-minded 
men”  could be found  th a t they 
be voted fo r. In  th is  w ay. he 
said, the Am erican people m ig h t 
be able to "c le a r the ha lls  o f 
Congress o f its  p resent rubbish.”

C. P. V IE W P O IN T
T h ird  speaker was D avid Gold­

w ay, who gave the v iew po in t o f 
the C om m unist P a rty . He began 
by commending the Compass 
C lub fo r  sponsoring a p rogram  
a t wh ich various sc ia lis t tend­
encies could be heard. “ I t  is  to  
be reg re tted  th a t such meetings 
took place so in fre q u e n tly  in  
the past and a wholesome sign 
o f the tim es th a t they are be­
g in n in g  to  take place now,”  he 
said.

“ I  w an t to  s ta r t  o f f  in  agree­
m ent w ith  M r. Dobbs,”  Goldway 
continued, “ on the  need fo r  so­
c ia lism  in  A m erica  and the  fa c t 
th a t the tw o  b ig  pa rties  are 
dom inated by B ig  Business.”  
B u t the b ig  question is , he add­
ed, "W h a t can be done now? —  
utop ian fan tas ies, etc., Cannot 
he lp us now ." W h a t could be 
done in  h is op in ion was “ to  fo rce

the Dem ocratic P a rty  to take 
a stand on the issues.”  T h a t is 
the on ly way the Dem ocrats can 
defeat the  Cadillac cabinet. 
T here fo re  the m ain e f fo r t  should 
be to  in fluence the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  ¡n a progressive d irection.

FOR LA B O R  P A R T Y
F in a l speaker was C lif fo rd  T . 

M cA voy, who began by s ta tin g : 
"J u s t fo u r  years ago we did have 
an a lte rn a tive  in  the elections 
—  th a t was the Progressive P a r­
ty  tic k e t o f H a llin a n  and Bass, 
on the b a llo t in  18 states. . . 
I t  is  m y conviction now, as in  
1936, when I  was a found ing  
m em ber o f the Am erican Labor 
P a rty , th a t labo r m ust have its  
own pa rty . 1 say th is  no t as a 
theore tic ian , b u t as som ewhat o f 
a p ra gm a tis t. F o r ten years I 
had experience in  the union 
movem ent as secre ta ry  o f a 
PAC com m ittee; go in g  fro m  
state to  state and c ity  to  c ity  
ta lk in g  to  po litic ians  in  the in ­
te rests o f labor. F rom  th a t ex­
perience I  am convinced labo r 
m ust have its  own p a rty .

“ M r. Dobbs spoke fo r  a labor 
p a rty  from  the  theore tica l end 
. . .and I  agree w ith  w ha t he 
said but I  speak on i t  from  the 
practica l end.”  However, w ith  no 
poss ib ility  fo r  a labo r pa rty  
ticke t in  1956. " I  sha ll cast my 
vote fo r  the SW P ticke t,”  said 
M r. M cAvoy, "even though I 
disagree w ith  the fo re ign  policy 
ou tlook o f the S W P.”

M cA voy voiced h is d isagree­
m ent w ith  those who had decided 
to  liqu ida te  the A L P  and men­
tioned th a t on the com ing W ed­
nesday the f in a l m eeting to  d is­
solve the A L P  was ta k in g  place.

“ W e would no t have to  s ta r t 
from  scratch, as w e do now , i f  
those people had had the «four- 
age to  c a rry  on. W h a t can we 
do then between now and Nov. 
1956? O rgan ize more discus­
sions like  th is  here to n ig h t.”

In  the anim ated question pe r­
iod tha t fo llow ed, the lion ’s share 
o f the questions were directed 
a t G oldway. M ost o f these ex­
pressed doubt o f the correctness, 
o r the p o ss ib ility  of, in flue nc in g  
the Dem ocratic P a rty . One ques­
tion e r asked w hat Goldway would 
do i f  the Dem ocratic p la tfo rm  
was so reactionary  th a t he 
cou ldn't support it .  W ould he 
then consider vo tin g  the SW P 
ticke t. To th is  G oldway rep lie d : 
“ W ould i  support a candidate 
o f the SW P? ( lo n g  pause) Just 
at the moment. .  . I could not 
say,”  and then added, “ an a f­
f irm a tiv e  answer is not exclud­
ed.”

SUPPO RT N O T  E X C L U D E D
D r. DuBois was asked w h a t he 

would do i f  he w en t to  the  polls 
to  vote fo r  a congressiortal can­
didate who m et h is specifica­
tions, would he s t i l l  boyco tt the  
pres identia l con test o r  w ould he 
consider a vote f o r  the SW P? 
In  re p ly  he asked, w ith  some 
surp rise  w hethe r the  SW P would 
be on the ba llo t in N ew  Y ork . 
The audience rep lied  i t  w ould. 
He then said he did n o t s u f f i­
c ie n tly  know  w h a t the m in o r 
p a rty  p la tfo rm s  were. H e em­
phasized th a t he did  n o t know  
a g re a t deal about election p o li­
tics , “ hav ing  lived some 20-odd 
years in  A tla n ta , G eorgia, where 
I  was no t allow ed to  vote .”

In  b r ie f  sum m aries, since the

hour was late, the speakers ex­
pressed th e ir  sa tis fac tion  th a t a 
m eeting a ffo rd in g  such a free  
exchange o f  p o litica l views had 
been held. Dobbs, the la s t speak­
er. called fo r  support o f the 
SW P tic k e t as the on ly  vehicle 
fo r  c a rry in g  fo rw a rd  Che f ig h t  
fo r  socialism  on election dàÿ. 
He urged th a t fu r th e r  m eetings, 
debates, and fo iu m s  be held 
everywhere possible.

In  the audience o f  about ljjt )  
were members and sym path izers 
o f various po litica l g roups, as 
w e ll as m any independent so­
c ia lis ts . Id e n tifia b le  by th e ir  
questions and sta tem ents were 
people fro m  the C om m unist P a r­
ty ,  La bo r Y ou th  League, S oria l- 
is t W orkers  P a rty  and S ocia lis t 
P a rty .

FARRELL DOBBS


