
SWP Vke-Pres. 
Candidate Opens 
Nationwide Tour

MAY 19 — M yra Tanner Weiss, candidate fo r Vice- 
President on the Socialist Workers Party ticket, is in Los 
Angeles th is week on the opening lap of a coast-to-coast
speaking- tou r th a t w ill cover 
the p rinc ip a l c ities fro m  there to 
New Y ork .

Kicking- o f f  the 1956 SWiP 
election cam paign M rs. Weiss 
-w ill present the socia lis t an­
swer to the reactionary b i-p a rt i­
san fo re ign  and domestic policies 
o f the Republicans and Demo­
crats. The theme o f her speak­
in g  to u r w ill be, “ The U nited 
States and the Soviet Union in 
1956."

The to u r schedule fo r  M rs. 
Weiss has been arranged to p ro­
vide tim e fo r  speaking engage­
ments in add ition  to m a jo r pub­
lic  meetings.

A  veteran socia list lec tu rer, 
M rs. Weiss w ill be accepting in ­
v ita tio n s  to speak before labor, 
Negro, student and com m unity  
organ izations. Am ong the sub­
jects she is prepared to  speak 
on are the fo llo w in g : “ W hy the 
K re m lin  Repudiated S ta lin ,”  “ So­
c ia lism  and the Negro S trug g le ,”  
“ Foundations o f the M a rx is t 
Theory o f the Class S trug g le .”

O rgan iza tions in terested in  
having M yra  Weiss appear on 
th e ir  p la tfo rm  can obtain the 
necessary in fo rm a tio n  from  -the 
Socialist W orkers R arty  in th e ir  
lo c a lity  o r by com m unicating 
w ith  the P a rty ’s na tiona l cam­
pa ign headquarters, 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  Place, New Y ork 3, N .Y .

M yra  Tanner Weiss, together 
w ith  P residentia l candidate F a r­
re ll Dobbs, has been placed in 
nom ination  by the SW P’s N a­
tion a l Com m ittee. The nom ina­
tions w ill go to a P a rty  con­
ven tion  planned fo r  th is  sum ­
mer. She was also Dobbs’ ru n ­
n ing  mate in the 1952 Presiden­
t ia l race.

An active socia lis t since 1936, 
M rs. Weiss is a reg u la r con trib u ­
to r  to The M ilita n t. P reviously 
she was the SW P’s o rgan izer in 
Los Angeles and its  standard 
bearer in elections there fo r  
M ayor and fo r  Congress. In  
1950 she polled 18,000 votes in 
(he contest fo r  Board o f Educa­
tion .

H e r record o f accom plishm ent

M Y R A  T A N N E R  W EISS

in the strugg les o f labo r and 
m in o r ity  peoples is equa lly sol­
id. She was active in the union 
s trugg les o f the a g ricu ltu ra l 
w orkers in Southern C a lifo rn ia  
and pa rtic ipa ted  in the leader­
ship o f s trikes  o f the badly un ­
derpaid fa rm  workers. iShe was 
made an honorary  member o f 
the M exican A g r ic u ltu ra l W o rk ­
ers Union fo r  her courageous de­
fense o f M exican im m ig ran t 
workers.

In  1946 she in itia te d  a West 
Coast pro test movement tha t 
forced o ff ic ia l action in  the 
shocking case o f a Negro fa m ily  
th a t was burned to death a fte r  
the ir home had been threatened 
by racists. She w ro te  a na tion ­
a lly  c ircu la ted pam phlet on the 
ease. V ig ila n te  T e rro r in Fon­
tana.

A n eloquent and m ilita n t 
spokesman fo r  socialism , M rs. 
Weiss w ill u t iliz e  every possible 
op po rtu n ity  d u rin g  her to u r to 
reach the m axim um  audience 
w ith  the SW P p la tfo rm . She 
should have the active support of 
every opponent o f c a p ita lis t ex­
p lo ita tio n  and in jus tice .

Algeria, Cyprus Fight 
Terror of Imperialists

By John Black
The hanging of two young Cypriote patriots, the sen­

tencing of a 15-year-old boy to ten yeans in ja il fo r carry­
ing concealed weapons, the Imposition of collective fines, 
curfew s and the ja i lings o f thou-
sands —  a ll these and o ther acts 
o f im p e ria lis t te r ro r  emphasize 
B r it is h  de term ination  to hold on 
to  its  s tra teg ic  m il ita ry  base of 
Cyprus.

A t the same tim e  “ S oc ia lis t" 
P rem ier M olle t o f Franco has 
junked his “ re fo rm ”  program  fo r 
A lg e ria  and has sent alm ost 
400,000 troops to suppress the 
sw e lling  A rab insurrection . France 
has more troops com m itted in 
A lg e ria  now than ever saw action 
in  Indo-C-hina.

C yprio tes determ ined to  have 
on.osis (u n ity  w ith  the Greek 
m othe rland) reacted to the B rit is h  
•terror by sh u ttin g  down in ­
dustries  and services w ith  a gen­
era l s tr ike  on M ay 10. News­
papers ceased publication as p r in t ­
ers w alked out. Construction 
w orkers a.t the  B r it is h  M iddle 
B ast Command at. A k ro t ir i  and 
Episcop'i jo ined the s tr ike . Main>- 
la-nd Greek c ities o f A thens and 
Salonika were shaken by amti- 
B r it is h  and an ti - II.S . dem onstra­
tions th a t cost the  lives o f three 
and le f t  124 wounded in A thens 
alone. Students a ttem pted to 
storm  the U.S. In fo rm a tio n  S erv­
ice office in Athens, showing tha t 
they understood the behind-the- 
scene ro le o f the  State D epart­
ment.

A n ti-U .S . fee ling  ran so high 
that, the Greek governm ent, a 
N A T O  a lly , was forced to ask 
the U.S. S ix th  F lee t t.o cancel 
its  proposed v is i t  to Crete.

N A T O  TROOPS IN  A LG E R IA
The French, w ith  the openly 

declared support fo r  th e ir  po licy 
in  A lge ria  by U.S. Ambassador 
D ixon, have w ith d ra w n  alm ost a ll 
th e ir  N A T O  forces fro m  Eiuropr 
fo r  action aga inst the A lgerians. 
Nevertheless, a fu ll scale, la te 
spring  offensive launched by the 
na tive  Fellagha arm ies has pu t 
the French on the defensive 
th roughou t the country . The May 
12 N. Y. T im es states tha t “ the 
m il ita ry  situation- is one o f 
s w ift ly  con tinu ing  de te rio ra tion .’ 

V ic to ry  fo r  the C yp rio te  and 
A lg e ria n  national independence 
strugg les would im m easurably aid 
i.1 e w o rk ing  class in its  f ig h t fo r  
Socialism . B u t the o ffic ia l leader­

ship o f labor in England and 
France gives aid to  im peria lism .

The B r it is h  Labor P a rty  chiefs, 
w h ile ask ing fo r  renewed nego tia ­
tions, do not support, the enosis 
demand o f the Cypriotes. F u rth e r­
more, the T o ry  Colonial Secretary 
A lan Lennox-Boyd threatened to 
reveal secret documents showing 
th a t the Labor Govemmeait in 
1951 pursued the same policy, 
towards Cyprus as the Tories do 
today.

S T A L IN IS T  T R E A C H E R Y
“ •Socia list" P rem ier M ollet in 

F rance now speaks on ly  o f the 
res to ra tion  o f “ law  and o rd e r" in 
A lg e ria . H is po licy is  less and less 
d is tingu ishab le  from  the extrem e 
r ig h tw in g  im peria lis ts . He has 
been able to ge t aw ay w ith  it 
above a ll because the chiefs o f 
the pow erfu l French Communist 
P a rty  are determ ined to buy his 
good w ill by g iv in g  pa rlia m en ta ry  
support to  Iris governm ent. Thus 
they voted fo r  the ex trao rd ina ry  
powers which have enabled M olle t 
tx> ca rry  on h is  reg im e o f te rro r 
in A lg e ria .

M arsha ll T ito  fo r  h is  pa rt, on 
a sta te  v is it  to France, offered to 
p lay  the ro le  o f “ honest broker 
between French im peria lism  and 
the A rab  na tiona lis ts . He backed 
up M o lle t’s repressive program  in 
A lg e ria , p ra is ing  i t  as “ lib e ra l.”

Popular h o s t ility  to th is  colonial 
w a r is so g re a t th a t the CP lea (It­
ers have had to make an ad jus t­
ment in th e ir  A lge rian  po licy. As 
recently  as the M ay Day ra llies, 
the OP in France^ fa iled  to call 
fo r A lg e ria n  independence. In  
fac t, the thousands o f A lgerians 
w o rk ing  in P aris in du s tria l estab­
lishm ents held a separate May 
Day ra lly . B u t under the press-re 
o f its  own m embership the CP 
now has sh ifted  to a campaign 
o f “ pe titions, dem onstrations and 
s tr ikes ”  t.o end the w a r in N o rth  
A fr ic a .

The government suppressed the 
M ay 13 ed ition o f the p a rty  organ. 
L ’ H um anite, because it  carried 
eyewitness accounts to  mass 
reprisa ls  against the .A lgerians 
by (he French nrm v. However, to 
th is  day the S ta lin is ts  in the 
French pa rliam ent continue to 
g ive th e ir  support to the M ollet 
governm ent.

Union Tops Form Committee 
To Support Negro Struggle

$2 Million Fund W ill 
Back Fights Like Bus 
Protest in Montgomery

By C. Thomas
At long last a number of top leaders of the American 

union movement have taken cognizance of their respon­
sibility to intervene on behalf of the Negro struggle for 
equality with something more substantial than pious words 
and good resolutions. In a speech before the 29th con­
vention o f the In te rn a tio n a l -3-------------------------------------------------------

ADA Weasels 
On Key Civil 
Rights Issue

By George Lavan
The convention o f  Am ericans 

fo r  Dem ocratic A c tion , the libe ra l- 
labor w ing  o f the Dem ocratic 
P arty , a fte r  piously speech ify ing 
tha t the c iv il r ig h ts  issue couldn’ t 
be straddled, p ro m p tly  proceeded 
to s tradd le  on th is  very issue.

TM s piece o f hypocrisy took 
place when i t  became necessary 
to leave the field o f ta lk  against 
J im  Grow and take a position on 
the Powell Am endm ent which 
would deny federa l funds to 
school d is tr ic ts  and states which 
refuse to  desegregate th e ir  J im  
Crow schools. The Powell Am end­
m ent has caused much em barrass­
m ent to N orthe rn  Dem ocratic 
po litic ians who are strong against 
Tim Grow in cam paign speeches 
before Negro and labor audiences 
belt weak in b r in g in g  c iv il r ig h ts  
leg is la tion  to a showdown vote in 
Congress.

The A D A  delegates who met 
in W ashington, M ay 11-13, d id n 't 
however, even ge t a chance to 
vote on the Powell Amendment. 
T h e ir loaders, who have been 
sn ip ing  at th a t unequivocal an ti- 
segregation amendment to the 
school aid b i ll fo r  many months 
proposed instead a miuoh watered 
flown amendm ent to  be introdiuced 
by Senator Lehman ( D -N .Y .).

So corrupted w ith  opportunism  
Is the A D A , however, th a t even 
the emasculated Lehman amend­
ment was long' and b it te r ly  op­
poses! and a lm ost defeated. It. 
fin a lly  squeaked th rough  to era 
dorsm ent by the narrow  vote of 
128 to 123.'

F u rth e r dem onstra tion o f the 
A D A ’s weaseling on the c iv il 
r ig h ts  issue was given by its  
presidentia l endorsments. In 
theory, the A D A  is independent 
and non-partisan. In fact, it is 
the libe ra l-la bo r w ing  of the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  and numbers 
among its  leaders libe ra l p o li­
tic ians, union chiefs and Negro 
leaders. I t  endorses those candi­
dates «ho meet j ts  "h ig h "  libera l 
standards. These have always 
been the Dem ocratic presidentia l 
candidates.

A lthough the m a jo r ity  o f the 
delegates obviously were fo r 
A d la i Stevenson. fo r  reasons o f 
practica l po litics  no one endorse­
ment. was given. R ather a b lank 
check o f support to the Demo­
cra tic  P a rty  was given in the 
fo rm  o f a declaration th a t the 
three leading Dem ocratic hope­
fu ls  —  Stevenson. Ke-fau-var and 
H a rrim an  —  were a ll “ em inently  
qua lified ."

I t  was iro n ic  and revea ling  tha t 
(Continued on pace 4)

a H-Bomb T a rg e l

Painted on the sands of Namu Island, in the Eniwetok Atoll, is this huge bull’s eye, the 
target set up for the first hydrogen bomb to be dropped by an American plane. U.S. govern­
ment is preparing to explode this largest nuclear weapon produced by man despite world - wide 
protest. Top scientists have warned of “grave danger of such tests.” I)r. A. H, Sturtevant of 
California Institute of Technology has said, “The bombs already exploded will ultimately 
result in the production of numerous defective individuals if the human race itself surives 
many generations.”

M IA  Digs in for Long 
Battle to End Jim Crow

By Harry Ring
M A Y  17 —  As the N egro  peo­

ple o f  M ontgom ery entered “ the 
25th week o f th e ir ba ttle  to  drive  
J im  Crow o f f  the buses there was 
no sign tha t e ithe r they or th e ir  
racist opponents are ready to 
give ground in the figh t. M oving 
on the legal fro n t, fou r women, 
representing the en tire  Negro 
com m unity o f M ontgom ery, went 
in to  Federal D is tr ic t Court, M ay 
11. in an e ffo r t to have local and 
sta te  Alabam a bus segregation 
laws s truck down as uncons titu ­
tional.

The fo u r  women com plainants 
in fo rm ed the th ree-judge cou rt 
that, the y  would not ride the 
buses u n til they could s it where 
they pleased.

C ity  and state o ffic ia ls  an-gued 
t he federal court, had no ju r is d ic ­
tion  on the f lim s y  gror-nd th a t a 
c ity  ordinance was a t issue. T h is  
was qu ick ly  exploded w h e n  
N A A O P  a tto rn ey  Robert C a rte r 
produced evidence that. Negroes 
had been arrested and charged 
w ith  v io la tin g  state laws.

E ffo r ts  o f the c ity ’s law yer to 
prove th a t the Negro com m unity 
had been induced to s tay o f f  the 
buses by its  leaders was flung  
back in h is teeth by the  p la in ­
t i f fs .  Replied M rs. A u r e l i a  
B ro ile r: “ We employed Rev. K in g  
to be our mouthpiece, bu t we are 
our own leaders, too.”  A  second 
p la in t if f ,  M rs. Susan McDonald

added, “ I don’t  know who selected 
whom to lead us. We a ll spoke fo r  

'ourselves.’ ’ - -,.
D u rin g  the hearing  two o f  the 

three judges indicated where they 
stand by vo ic ing  the opin ion th a t 
the Supreme C ourt has not ou t­
lawed initrarState bus segregation. 
In  ending the hearing  the judges 
refused to  set a date fo r  handing 
down a decision and p iously  ex­
plained, “ Th is is  an im portan t 
case and w i l l  be studied and 
deliberated.”

S T A T IO N  W AG O NS N E E D E D
W hile  th e ir  opponents “ study 

and de libera te " ways to th w a rt 
th e ir ju s t ,  demands the Neg-ro 
people, through th e ir  o rgan iza­
tion . the M ontgom ery Im prove­
m ent Association, are d igg ing  in 
fo r  w ha t they recognize w ill be a 
long figh t. The M IA  is  reported ly  
stepping up the drive  to secure 
sta tion wagons fo r  the v ita l car 
pool. They' find th a t the p riva te  
cars used on a volunteer basis are 
beginn ing to wear ou t and are 
costly to  keep repaired.

The membership o f the M IA  
has demonstrated its  a b ility  to 
make th e  financia l sacrifices 
needed to  keep the movement 
going hut i t  must necessarily look 
fo r  substantia l add itiona l aid to 
hu ild  and keep ro llin g  the kind o f 
a car pool tha t can provide e f­
fic ient transp orta tio n  fo r  a ll.

Since the beg inn ing o f the fight.

supporters o f the M IA  have cam­
paigned to w in  them the help 
the y  need, Throughout, }he So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party', lias cam ­
paigned fo r  support to M on t­
gom ery by the U.S. labo r move­
ment, whose own in te rests are 
debyly involved in- the figh t.

,Since his .re tu rn  from  M on t­
gom ery, where he covered the 
boycott t r ia l fo r  the M ilita n t, 
F a rre ll Dobbs, the Socialist W o rk ­
ers candidate fo r  President, has 
spoken in  key N o rthe rn  c ities on 
the need fo r  labor to  extend fu l l  
m ate ria l and m ora l support to the 
MI-A. For a w h ile  such support 
from  the unions was slow  in 
coming. B u t ran k  and file un ion­
ists and many students did 
dem onstrate th e ir  desire to  help. 
A t  m eetings addressed by' Dobbs 
in D e tro it and Chicago, members 
o f the audience organized “ S ta­
tion W agons fo r  M ontgom ery ’' 
com m ittees and acted to re in force 
the M IA  car pool.

A t a m eeting in B u ffa lo  M ay 
12, Dobbs repeated the urgent 
need fo r  labor to support the 
M ontgom ery movement in its  own 
se lf in te rest. Audience agreement 
w ith  th is  view  was expressed in a 
collection o f $100 which was fo r ­
warded to the M IA .

Now comes the hearten ing n e w  
o f the fo rm a tio n  o f an A F L-C IO  
N ationa l Union C iv il R igh ts  Com­
m ittee  pledged to raise S2 m illion  

(Continued on page 4)

Ladies G arm ent W orkers Union 
a t A tla n tic  C ity , A . P h ilip  R an­
dolph, president o f the B ro th e r­
hood o f S leeping C ar P orte rs  
announced the fo rm a tio n  o f a N a ­
tiona l U n ion C iv il R igh ts  Com- 
m itee to raise funds to  aid the 
figh t aga inst segregation and 
fo r fu ll c iv il r ig h ts  sta tus fo r  
the N egro  people.

M r. Randolph disclosed th a t the 
im m ediate ob jective o f the com­
m ittee would be to raise a fund 
o f $2 m illio n  from  labor unions 
and members. The com m ittee w ill 
have George Meamy, president o f 
t.he A F L -C IO  as cha irm an and 
David Dubins-ky, p resident o f the 
tLC W U  as treasurer.

There seemed to be some ques­
tion as to how the funds co l­
lected by the com m ittee would be 
allocated. M r. Randolph proposed 
tha t the money go to support 
such ac tiv itie s  as N a tion a l Asso- 
c ifttion  fo r  the Advancem ent of 
Colored People cou rt cases; to  aid 
the M ontgom ery bus p ro test ac­
tion . and to help Negro fo rm ers 
and storekeepers in  the South 
faced w ith  economic pressure and 
boycott by W h ite  Ci t iz e r»  Councils 
because they supported desegrega­
tion. In  addition, M r. Randolph 
said, “th e  com m ittee w i l l  also 
s tr ive  to  encourage active in ­
terest- and sym pathy among 
unionized Southern w orkers .”

•On t-he o ther hand, Duhinsky 
according to  the May' 15 N. Y. 
H era ld -T ribune, “ expla ined that 
the com m ittee is in an organ iza­
tional stage and th a t its  specific 
objectives and procedures have 
not been fu lly  decided.”  Duhinsky 
added however, “ th a t the  com­
m ittee 's ove r-a ll aim  w ill be tc 
fu r th e r  c iv il r ig h ts  everywhere in 
the country , w ith  the Negro 
rt.m iggle rece iv ing  p r im a ry  attten- 
t ’on.”

The IL G W U  convention, said 
Duhinsky, would be asked to  ap­
prove a S I0,000 con tribu tion  “ to 
get the money ba ll ro llin g .”  The 
Sleeping Car Porters, added M r. 
Randolph, would be asked to con­
tr ib u te  a”  hour's wages which 
would to ta l $18,000 fo r the 12,000 
members.

When the U n ited  States Su­
preme Court, handed down its  
school desegregation decision two

years ago, the Southern rac is ts  
unleashed a ferocious counter- 
a tta e k  on a ll fro n ts . T h e ir aim  
is to use t'hei-r m onopoly co n tro l 
over local and s la te  governm ent, 
th e ir  representatives in  Congress, 
p ro trac ted  ju d ic ia l proceedings, 
in tim id a tio n  and te rro r, to  n u llify ’ 
the Supreme C ourt ru lin g . W ith  
the launching o f J im  Crow  W hite  
C itizens Council fo rm a tio ns  .in the 
South the ra c is t o ffens ive  took 
an om inous tu rn .

The WCC combined p o litica l, 
economic and social pressure to 
te rro rize  a ll opposition to color 
segregation and d isc rim ina tion . 
They reached in to  the. unions to 
d is ru p t the e lem entary uniou- 
conscious economic s o lid a rity  o f 
the w orkers  by in je c tin g  the 
poison o f race hate and color 
d iv is ion  in to  the union ranks. 
Under pressure o f the WCC 
there  even developed balk o f 
a “ separate”  S outhern federa tion  
based on segregated union o rgan ­
izations. Encouraged by th e ir  
success in  the South the J im  Crow 
p ra c tition e rs  ta lked o f m oving 
N o rth  and W est. The lack o f 
fo r th r ig h t  leadership fro m  the 
heads o f A F L -C IO  emboldened 
the la bo r-h a tin g  rac is ts  who saw 
the -possib ility o f d is ru p tin g  the 
unions as a p re lim in a ry  to 
de-stroying them.

The action o f the A F L  - CIO 
leaders in  se ttin g  up the N a tiona l 
Union O iv il R ights Com m ittee can 
be the f irs t  step in revers ing the 
trend. W hether ill is o r not. w il l 
be determ ined on how boldiy and 
v ig o ro us ly  the Meany - D uh insky 
com m ittee fo llow s through .

In the meantime, the f ro n t line 
ba ttle  in the fig h t fo r  c iv il r ig h ts  
is s t i l l  the M ontgom ery bus pro­
test movement. H ith e rto  the sup­
p o rt from  the unions has been 
scattered and spo tty . M any locals 
haw. w a ited fo r  the top leaders- 
to speak. The action in tia ted  at 
the IL G W U  convention can be 
considered sem i-o ffic ia l sanction 
fo r a ll union locals and members 
to step lip  the collection o f funds 
to help the M ontgom ery freedom 
figh ters. V ic to ry  in  tha t figh t 
w ill .go - a long  way toward 
topp ling  J im  Crow and paving the 
way fo r  the union organ iza tion  
o f the open-shop South.

Soviet Workers W in  End to /#Work-or-Jail#/ Law
By Daniel Roberts

A Soviet, decree o f A p r i l 28—  
made public on May 8 —  grants 
im portan t concessions to the So­
viet w o rk ing  class. The decree 
revokes stringent, labor reg im en­
ta tion  laws which made it a 
c rim ina l offense fo r fac to ry  and 
o ffice  workers to qu it jobs w ith ­
out cleave or fo r prolonged ab­
senteeism w ithou t excuse. The 
government has also decided to 
release from  ja i l  persons con­
victed o f ” q u itt in g  the ir jobs 
w ithou t perm ission and to quash 
pending indictm ents.

A c tu a lly , the new laws ra t ify  
an overw helm ing fac t o f Soviet 
life . So pronounced is the tu rn ­
over of the Soviet labo r force 
as w orkers seek be tte r wages, 
w o rk ing  conditions and housing 
conditions tha t fo r  several years 
now prosecution fo r  unauthorized 
change o f job has been a dead 
le tte r.

“ In  view o f the new decree it 
was considered possible now that 
various enterprises m igh t com­
pete w ith  each o ther fo r  the 
services o f w orkers by stressing 
specia lly good conditions,”  says 
Jack Raymond re p o rtin g  the new 
decree in the M ay 12 New Y ork  
T imes. A c tu a lly , th is  too has 
been going on fo r  some tim e.

But it  w ill ce rta in ly  be acce lerat­
ed w ith  the repeal o f the most 
d rastic  o f the labor laws. A 
process o f com peting fo r  w o rk ­
ers w ill sharpen the demand of 
the w o rk in g  class fo r  the unions 
to begin fun c tion ing  as organs of 
defense o f th e ir  liv in g  condi­
tions. Beyond tha t the process 
w ill sharpen demands g iv in g  
high p r io r ity  to w o rke rs ’ w e ll­
being in d raw ing  up the na­
tional production plans.

S O V IE T  W O R K IN G  CLASS
The Soviet bureaucracy is be­

in g  forced to g ive such demands 
recogn ition , backed as they are 
by a w o rk in g  class that- has 
enorm ously grown in numbers, 
sk ill and self-confidence since, 
the end o f W orld  W a r I I .  Re­
po rted ly  the most, popu lar re ­
fo rm  measure to date is the new 
old-age pension d ra ft law w hich 
is to go in to  e ffect Oct.. 1. It, 
provides fo r  considerable in ­
creases in benefits p a rtic u la r ly  
fa v o rin g  low er income brackets. 
It. w ill free m a te ria l and m an­
power .fo r production o f c iv ilia n  
item s.

It would he a serious m istake, 
however, to believe tha t the 
K rem lin  bureaucrats are m aking 
these moves because they have 
been converted to the Len in is t

notion tha t a w orkers ' state 
must dem ocra tica lly  plan fo r the 
w e ll-be ing ( in so fa r as resources 
p e rm it)  o f (he w o rk ing  people. 
The bu lk o f the po litica l career 
o f Khrushchev, B ulganin and Co. 
has been spent in prom otion o f 
the m ate ria l in te rests of the 
bureaucratic caste at the ex­
pense o f the workers and peas­
ants. T ha t is w hat being S ta l­
in ’s lieutenan ts meant. S ta lin ’s 
d ic ta to rsh ip  was conducted fo r 
(he sake o f the priv ileges, power 
and revenue of the Soviet b u r­
eaucracy.

S ta lin ’s he irs have no t chang­
ed th e ir lo ya lty . They s t i l l  serve 
the bureaucracy. T h is  is in d i­
cated by the lim ited  character 
o f the ^reforms. F o r instance, a l­
though prosecution fo r  unau thor­
ized change o f job and absen­
teeism is abolished, the “ labor 
record" book is not. Each w orker 
must s t i l l  ca rry  a permanent 
record o f his em ploym ent. D is­
c ip lin a ry  measures against him 
are entered in the book, which 
he must show every new em­
ployer.

"F IN K  BO OK”
Union m ilita n ts  in every coun­

t r y  know how the device o f a 
perm anent “ labor record”  can 
be used to hound them . The

abo lition  o f such o b lig a to ry ' em­
ploym ent records has been an 
e lem entary demand o f the w o rk ­
ers w herever they have b u ilt 
unions and asserted th e ir  r ig h ts , 
in  the U.S. in pa rticu la r, the 
s trugg le  in  1937 aga inst the 
“ continuous discharge book”  —  
the " f in k  book”  as the seamen 
co rre c tly  called i t  —  provided 
one o f the m ost m il ita n t chap­
ters in the h is to ry  o f W est Coast 
seamen’s unions.

Regim entation o f labor con­
tinues in the Soviet U n ion de­
spite re form s. F urthe rm ore , p lan­
n ing  continues to favo r the swol­
len p riv ileges  o f the bureau­
cracy. despite sa la ry  cuts decreed 
in certa in  o f the h ighest b rack­
ets. And the prepara tion  o f the 
plans as w e ll as the. d irection 
o f the economy rem ains com­
p le te ly  out o f con tro l o f the 
Soviet w o rk in g  people.

Thus the concessions reveal 
not a readiness o f the bureau­
cracy fo r  se lf-re fo rm  bu t the 
heavy pressure o f the masses upon 
the bureaucracy. I.t indicates the 
fact th a t the Soviet w o rk in g  
class has gained enorm ously in 
streng th  in re la tio nsh ip  to the 
bureaucra tic  caste. “ I t  has hap­
pened m ore than once tha t a 
bureaucratic d ic ta to rsh ip , seek­
in g  salvation in ‘ lib e ra l’ re form s,

has on ly  weakened its e lf,”  w ro te  
Leon T ro tsky  in The Revolution 
Betrayed, in • 1936.

The “ clash between the c u l­
tu ra lly  developed forces o f the 
people and the bureaucra tic  o l i­
garchy.”  con fide n tly  predicted 
by T ro tsky , is now visib le . I t  is 
th is  clash — « hich m ust load 
to a po litica l revo lu tion  as the 
on ly  means o f w ip in g  out -the 
bureaucratic  ru le  —  tha t is now 
at hand in  the Soviet Union. 
E N D  OF LAB O R  C A M I’S

The g ro w in g  demands o f the 
Soviet masses against po litica l 
oppression has forced the K rem ­
lin  to announce th a t it w i l l  end 
all in ternm ent, camps w ith in  a 
year o r 18 months. W hy it. must 
take th a t long to end th is  abom­
ination  in  Soviet society was not 
explained. A n estim ated 15 m il­
lion people are held in various 
concentration camps —  a large 
p ropo rtion  sent there fo r  p o lit i­
cal opposition. Am ong these are 
the. most, devoted o f revo lu tion ­
a ry  socialists in the Soviet U n ­
ion. They include T ro tsky is ts , 
who have held to th e ir  revo­
lu tio n a ry  convictions against the 
fe a rfu l ¡Stalin te rro r  since 1927.

They also num ber the a n ti-  
S ta lin is t you th  opposition —  
Len in ’s T rue W orks —  tha t o r­
ganized in  1948. The bu lk  o f

its heroic members were sen­
tenced to 25 years o f hard la ­
bor in  S iberia . T h is  was the 
group th a t led the g re a t V o r­
ku ta  s tr ik e  o f 25,000 slave-la- 
borers in  A u g u s t 1953. In  the 
prison camps are also the “ Mon- 
ashkis”  —  re lig ious pac ifis ts  on 
the order o f the Fe llow sh ip  o f 
Reconciliation in  th is  country.

W hat w ill happen to these po­
lit ic a l opponents o f the o lig a r­
chy? W ill they s im p ly  be tra n s ­
fe rred  to prisons or. new ly p ro ­
jected “ corrective  labor colon­
ies”  ? The announcement docs 
not breathe a w ord about th e ir  
fa te .

S ta lin 's  fa ls ifica tio n s  o f Soviet 
h is to ry  are being corrected 
piecemeal. Ralph P arker reports  
from  Moscow in the May 11 
D a ily  W orker that the "S h o rt 
Course”  and o ther S ta lin is t 
w r itin g s  are being denounced be­
cause they “ push in to  the fo re ­
ground the fig u re  • o f S ta lin , 
m in im ize and keep silent about 
the ac tiv itie s  o f many pa rty  
workers and heroes o f October, 
and reveal hut weakly the work 
o f the Petrograd M il ita ry  Revo­
lu tion a ry  Com m ittee as the d i­
rect o rgan izer o f the u p ris in g .”  
The cha irm an o f th is  com m ittee 
was Leon T ro tsky . S ta lin  was 
not a member o f it.



Page Two T H E  M I L I T A N T Monday, May 14, 1956

MOSCOW  FRAME-UP TRIALS IV

Trotsky Explains Marxist
fW e  .publish he rew ith  the fo u rth  ins ta llm ent o f Leon T ro ts k y ’s! 

closing speech a t the hearings o f the P re lim in a ry  Commission o f 
in q u iry  in to  the Charges Made A ga in s t Leon T ro tsky  in  the Moscow 
T ria ls . The hearings took place A p r i l 10 to  17, 19:17 at Coyoacan, 
M exico. The Commission o f In q u iry  was an im p a rtia l body headed 
by John Dewey, the em inent philosopher and teacher and a veteran 
o f Am erican libera lism . I t  included C arlo  Tresca, ou ts tand ing leader 
o f the anarch ist movement and one o f th e  men most, hated by the 
fasc is t d ic ta to r, M ussolin i. O tto  Ruehle who stood side by side in 
the Reichstag w ith  K a r l L iebknecht in f ig h tin g  German im peria lism  
in  W orld  W ar I,  was another member. The Commission selected as 
its  lega l advise r John F in e r ly , o f w o rld -w ide  fam e in  the defense o f 
Tom Mooney and o f Sacco and V anze tti. The ve rd ic t o f the Com- 
m isison a fte r  nine m onths o f thorough in ves tig a tion  in  several coun­
tr ie s  was tha t the  defendants in  the  Moscow T r ia ls  were “ N o t 
G u ilty .”  Leon T ro ts k y ’ s speech has been rep rin ted  by Pioneer 
Publishers in a pam phlet en titled  S ta lin ’s F ram e-U p System and the 
Moscow T ria ls . —  E d.]

O ld  Bolsheviks P urged  b y  S ta lin

By Leon Trotsky
I f  te rro r is feasible fo r  one 

side, why should it  be considered 
as excluded fo r  the other? W ith  
a ll its  seductive sym m etry, th is  
reasoning is co rru p t to the. core. 
I t  is  a ltoge ther inadm issib le to 
place the te rro r o f a d ic ta to rsh ip  
against an opposition on the 
same plane w ith  the te rro r  o f 
an opposition against a d ic ta to r­
ship. To the ru lin g  clique, the 
prepara tion  o f m urders th rough  
the medium o f a court o r from  
behind an ambush is pure ly  and 
s im p ly  a question o f police tech­
nique. In  the event o f a fa ilu re , 
some second-rank agents can a l­
ways be sacrificed.

On the p a rt o f an opposition, 
te r ro r  presupposes the concen­
tra tio n  o f a ll forces upon p re ­
p a rin g  acts o f te rro r, w ith  the 
foreknow ledge th a t every one o f 
such acts, w hethe r successful or 
unsuccessful, w i l l  evoke in  rep ly  
the destruction o f scores o f its  
best men. A n  opposition could

by no means p e rm it its e lf  such 
an insane squandering o f its  
forces. I t  is precise ly fo r  th is , 
and fo r  no o ther reason, th a t 
the Com intern does do t reso rt to 
te r ro r is t ic  a ttem pts in  the coun­
tr ies  o f fasc is t d ic ta torsh ips. The 
O pposition is as l i t t le  inclined 
to the po licy o f suicide as the 
Co-nrintern.

According to the ind ic tm ent, 
which banks on ignorance and 
m ental laziness, the “ T ro tsky - 
ites”  resolved in  destroy the 
ru lin g  group in  order in th is  
way to c lear fo r  themselves the 
path to power. The average 
P h ilis tin e , especially i f  he wears 
the badge o f a “ F riend  o f the 
USSR,”  reasons as fo llo w s : “ The 
O ppositionists could not bu t 
s trive  fo r  power, and could not 
bu t hate the ru l in g  group. W hy, 
then, shouldn’t they re a lly  re ­
sort to te r ro r? ”  In  o ther words, 
fo r  the -Philis tine the m a tte r 
ends where in  re a lity  i t  only 
begins.

Theory and History
The leaders o f the O pposition 

are ne ithe r upsta rts  nor nov­
ices. I t  is not at a ll a question 
o f w hether they were s tr iv in g  
fo r  power. E ve ry  serious po­
li t ic a l tendency s trives  to con­
quer power. The question is : 
Could the O ppositionists, edu­
cated upon the enormous ex­
perience o f the revo lu tiona ry  
movement, have enterta ined even 
a .moment’s be lie f tha t te rro r  is 
capable o f b rin g in g  them closer 
to  power? Russian h is to ry , M a rx ­
is t theory, p o lit ic a l psychology 
re p ly : No, they could no t!

A t  th is  po in t, the problem  o f 
te r ro r  requires c la r if ic a tio n , even 
though b r ie f ly , fro m  the stand­
po in t o f h is to ry  and theory. In  
so fa r  as I am delin< ated as the 
in it ia to r  o f the ‘ an ti-S ov ie t te r ­
ro r ,”  I am compelled tc  invest 
m y exposition w ith  an au to­
b iograph ic character.

In  1902, I had no sooner a r ­
rived in London fro m  Siberia, 
a fte r  a lm ost f iv e  years o f prison 
and exile, than I had the oc- 
cas:on, in a m em oria l a rtic le  
devoted to  the bicentenn ia l of 
the fo rtre ss  o f Schlusselburg, 
w ith  its  ha rd-labo r prison, to 
enum erate t h e  revo lu tion is ts  
there  to rtu re d  to death. “ The 
shades o f these m a rty rs  c lam or 
fo r  vengeance . . .”  B u t im ­
m edia te ly th e re a fte r I  added: 
‘ ‘N o t fo r  a persona], but fo r  a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  vengeance. N o t fo r  
the execution o f m in is ters, bu t 
fo r  the execution of the au to ­
cracy.”

These lines were directed 
w h o lly  aga inst in d iv idu a l te rro r. 
T h e ir au tho r was tw en ty -th ree  
years o f age. F rom  the earliest 
days o f his revo lu tiona ry  a c tiv ­
i t y  he was a lready an opponent 
o i te rro r. F rom  1902 to 1905 I 
delivered, in  various c ities  in 
Europe, before Russian students 
and em igres, scores o f po litica l

reports against te r ro r is t  ideo l­
ogy, w h ich  a t the beginn ing o f 
the cen tury was once again 
spreading among the Russian 
youth.

Beg inn ing w ith  the ’e ighties o f 
the ¡last c e n tu rv , two genera­
tions o f Russian M a rx is ts  in 
th e ir  personal experience lived 
through the era o f te rro r, lea rn ­
ed from  its  tra g ic  lessons, and 
o rgan ica lly  in s tille d  in themselves 
a negative a ttitu d e  tow ard tlie 
heroic adventurism  o f lone in ­
d iv iduals. Plekhanov, the  founder 
o f Russian M arx ism ; Lenin, the 
leader o f Bolshevism ; M artov , 
the most em inent representative 
o f Menshevism ; a ll dedicated 
thousands o f pages and hundreds 
o f speeches to  the s tr iig g le  
against the tac tic  o f te rro r.

The i d e o l o g i c a l  in sp ira tion  
em anating fro m  these senior 
M a rx is ts  nourished m y a ttitu d e  
tow ard the revo lu tiona ry  a l­
chemy o f the shu t-in  in te llec tua l 
c ircles d u rin g  m y adolescence. 
For us, the Russian re vo lu tion ­
ists. the problem  o f te rro r  was 
a life -and-death  m a tte r in  the 
po litica l as w e ll as the personal 
m eaning o f the te rm . F o r us, a 
te rro r is t was not a character 
fro m  a novel, bu t a liv ing; and 
fa m il ia r  being. In  exile  we lived 
fo r  years side by side w ith  the 
te rro r is ts  o f the older genera- 
Worn In prisons and in police 
custody we m et w ith  te rro r is ts  
o f our own age.

We tapped ou t messages back 
and fo rth , in the Peter and Paul 
fo rtre ss , w ith  te rro r is ts  con­
demned to death. H ow  many 
hours, how m any days, were 
spent in passionate discussion! 
How m any tim es did we break 
personal re la tionsh ips  on th is  
m ost bu rn ing  o f a ll questions! 
The Russian lite ra tu re  on te r ro r ­
ism, nourished by and re fle c tin g  
these debates, would f i l l  a large 
lib ra ry .

wrnr. a
I. N . Sm irnov (1.) and C h ris tian  Rakovsky ( r . )  veteran 

leaders o f the  Bolshevik P a rty . Both were close frien ds  o f 
T ro tsky  and jo ined w ith  h im  in the figh t in  1923 aga inst the 
ris in g  S ta lin is t d ic ta to rsh ip . Sm irnov, a C iv il W ar hero, was 
known as the “ Lenin o f S iberia .”  He organized the v ic to ry  o f 
the Red A rm ies over Kolchak in 1918. Rakovsky was Chairm an 
o f the Council o f Peoples’ Com m issars in U kra ine  in  Len in ’s 
tim e. S m irnov cap itu la ted  to  S ta lin  1929, Rakovsky in  1934. 
Then both were v ic tim ized  in  the Moscow T ria ls .

t id e s . “  . . . T e rro r has m ig ra t­
ed fa r  to the E ast— to the prov­
inces o f Punjab and Bengal . . . 
I t  m ay be th a t in  o ther coun­
tr ie s  o f the O rien t te rro r ism  is 
s t i l l  destined to pass th rough  an 
epoch o f flo w e rin g . B u t in Rus­
sia i t  is a lready a p a rt o f the 
heritage o f h is to ry .”

In  1907 I found m yse lf again 
in  exile. The w h ip  o f counter­
revo lu tion  was savagely a t w ork, 
and the  Russian colonies in  E u ­
ropean, c ities  became very nu­
merous. The en tire  period o f my 
second em ig ra tion  was devoted 
to reports and artic les  against 
the te rro r  of vengeance and de­
spa ir. In  1909 i t  was revealed 
th a t a t the head o f the te rro r is t 
o rgan iza tion  o f the so-called “ So­
c ia l R evo lu tion is ts”  stood an 
agent provocateur, Azef. “ In  the 
b lind  a lley  o f te rro r ism ,”  I 
w ro te , “ the hand o f provocation 
ru les w ith  assurance”  - (January , 
1910). T e rro rism  has always re ­
mained fo r  me no th ing  bu t a 
“ b lind  a lley .”

D u r in g  the  same period I  
w ro te : “ The irreconc ilab le  a t t i ­
tude o f the  Russian Social De­
m ocracy tow ards the bureau­

cratized te rro r  o f the revo lu tion  
as a means o f s tru g g le  against 
the te r ro r is t  bureaucracy o f 
Czarism has m et w ith  bew ilder­
m ent and condemnation not 
on ly among the  Russian l ib ­
erals bu t also among the E u ro ­
pean Socia lists.”  B oth the la tte r  
and the fo rm e r accused us o f 
“ do c trina ir ism .”  On our pa rt, we, 
the Russian M arx is ts , a ttr ib u te d  
th is  sym pa thy fo r  Russian te r ­
ro rism  to the opportun ism  o f  the 
leaders o f European Social De­
mocracy who had become accus­
tomed to tra n s fe rr in g  th e ir  hopes 
fro m  the masses to the ru lin g  
sum m its.

"W hoever s ta lks a m in is te ria l 
p o rtfo lio  . . .  as well as those 
who, c lasping an in fe rn a l m a­
chine beneath a cloak, s ta lk  the 
M in is te r h im se lf, m ust equally 
overestim ate the M in is te r —  his 
pe rsona lity  and his post. F o r 
them  the system its e lf  d isap­
pears o r recedes fa r  away, and 
(here rem ains on ly  the in d iv i­
dual invested w ith  power.”  We 
sha ll presently, in  connection 
w ith  the K iro v  assassination, 
meet once again w ith  th is: 
though t, which runs th rough  the 
decades o f my a c tiv ity .

• A d le r, who had spurred me to 
w r ite  th is  a rtic le , k ille d  the 
A u s t r i a n  M in is te r - President 
S tuergkh in  a V ienna restaurant. 
The heroic skeptic and opportun­
is t was unable to find any other 
ou tle t fo r  his ind igna tion  and 
despair. M y sym path ies were, 
n a tu ra lly  not on the side o f the 
H apsburg d ig n ita ry . However, to 
the in d iv id u a lis t action o f F r ie d ­
rich  A d le r I counterposed the 
fo rm  o f a c tiv ity  o f K a r l L ieb ­
knecht who, d u rin g  w a r-tim e , 
went out in to  a B erlin  square to 
d is tr ib u te  a revo lu tiona ry  m an i­
festo to the workers.

On the 28th o f December, 1934, 
fou r weeks a f te r  the K iro v  as­
sassination, at a tim e  when the 
S ta lin is t ju d ic ia ry  did no t know 
as ye t in  which d irection to aim 
the barb o f th e ir  “ jus tice ,”  1 
w ro te in  the B u lle tin  o f the Op­
position :

“  . . .  I f  M a rx is ts  have cate­
g o rica lly  condemned in d iv idu a l 
te rro r is m  . . . even when the 
shots were directed aga inst the 
agents o f the C za ris t G overn­
ment and o f c a p ita lis t e xp lo ita ­
tion , then a ll the more re le n t­
lessly w i l l  they condemn and re ­
je c t the c r im in a l adven tu rism  o f 
te r ro r is t  acts directed against 
the bureaucratic  representatives 
o f the f irs t  w o rkers ’ s tate in h is ­
to ry .

“ The subjective m otiva tions o f 
N iko layev and his associates are 
a m a tte r o f ind iffe rence to us. 
The r#ad to he ll is  paved w ith  
good in tentions. So long as the 
Soviet bureaucracy has not been 
removed by the p ro le ta r ia t —  a 
task which w ill eventua lly  be ac-

complished— it  fu lf i l ls  a necesi 
sary function  in the defense of 
(lie  w orkers ’ state. Should te r ­
ro rism  o f the N iko layev type 
spread, it  could, given other un­
favo rab le  circumstances render 
service on ly to the fascist count­
e r-revo lu tion .

“ O nly p o litica l fake rs  who 
bank on imbeciles would endeav­
o r to lay N iko layev  at the door 
o f the L e ft Opposition, even i f  
on ly in the guise o f the Zinoviev 
group as it  existed in 1926-1927. 
The te r ro r is t  o rgan iza tion  o f the 
Com m unist youth is fostered not 
by  the L e f t  O pposition bu t by 
the bureaucracy, by its  in te rna l 
decomposition. Ind iv id ua l te r ro r ­
ism in  its  very essence is bureau­
cra tism  turned inside out. For 
M a rx is ts  th is  law  was no t d is­
covered yesterday. B ureaucra t­
ism has no confidence in  the 
masses and endeavors to substi­
tu te  its e lf  fo r  the masses.

“ T e rro rism  behaves in the 
same m anner; i t  wants to make 
the masses happy w ith o u t ask ing 
th e ir  pa rtic ip a tion . The S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy has created a re vo lt­
in g  leader-cu lt, endowing lead­
ers w ith  d iv ine a ttr ib u te s . The 
’■hero’ c u lt is also the re lig ion  o f 
te rro rism , on ly  w ith  a m inus 
sign. The N iko layevs im agine 
th a t a ll th a t is necessary is to 
remove a fe w  leaders by means 
o f revo lvers, in  o rder fo r  h is to ry  
to take another course. Com­
m u n is t-te rro ris ts , as an ideolog­
ical g roup ing , are o f the same 
flesh  and blood as the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy.”  (January , 1935, 
No. 41).

Trotsky’s Specter 
O ver Russia

By Boris Souvarine

An Appraisal by a Political Enemy
I

TWe publish herew ith an a rtic le  by B oris  Souvarine th a t 
appeared in  the M ay 10 E l D iario , New Y ork  Spanish-language 
newspaper. Souvarine is the au thor o f a scho la rly  b iog raphy o f 
S ta lin . ,A sworn po litica l enemy o f Leon T ro tsky , he was p a r­
t ic u la r ly  known fo r his theory th a t Leninism  spawned S ta lin ism  
and th a t T ro tsky ism  and S ta lin ism  are tw in s . —  E d.]

A Lifetime’s Belief

A “Substitute” for Class Action

Terrorism Builds Cult of Individual
Isola ted te rro r is tic  explosions 

are inev itab le  whenever po litica l 
oppression transgresses certa in  
boundaries. Such acts a lm ost a l­
ways have a sym ptom atic  cha r­
acter. B u t po litics  th a t sanctifies 
te rro r, ra is in g  i t  in to  a system 
— th a t is a d iffe re n t th ing .

“ T e rro r is t ¡work,”  I  w ro te  in  
1909, “ in its  ve ry  essence de­
mands such a concentration o f 
energy upon ‘ the supreme mo­
m ent,’ such an over-estim ation  
o f personal heroism and, la s tly , 
such a he rm etica lly  concealed 
conspiracy as . . . excludes com­
p le te ly  any ag ita tio n a l and o r ­
gan iza tiona l a c tiv ity  among the 
masses. . . S tru g g lin g  against 
te rro rism , the M arx ian  in te l l i­
gentsia defended th e ir  r ig h t or 
th e ir  du ty  not to w ith d ra w  from  
the w ork ing-c lass d is tr ic ts  fo r  
the sake o f tun ne ling  mines un ­
derneath the Grand Ducal and 
C zaris t palaces.”

I t  is im possible to foo l o r o u t­
w i t  h is to ry . In  the long run, 
h is to ry  puts everybody in his 
place. The basic p ro pe rty  o f te r ­
ro r  as a system is to destroy 
th a t o rgan iza tion  w h ich by means 
o f chemical compounds seeks to 
compensate fo r  its  own lack o f 
po litica l s treng th . There  are, o f 
course, h is to rica l conditions where 
te r ro r  can in troduce confusion

among the govern ing  ranks. B u t 
in th a t case who is i t  th a t can 
reap the fru its  ? A t  a ll events, 
no t the te r ro r is t  o rgan iza tion  i t ­
se lf, and no t the masses behind 
whose hacks the duel takes place. 
Thus, the libe ra l Russian bour­
geois, in  th e ir  day, in va ria b ly  
sym path ized w ith  te rro rism . The 
reason is p la in .

In  1909 I  w ro te : “ In  so fa r  as 
te rro r  in troduces d isorgan iza tion  
and dem ora liza tion  in to  the ranks 
o f the G overnm ent (a t the price 
o f d iso rgan iz ing  and dem ora liz­
in g  the ranks o f the re vo lu tion ­
is ts ), to th a t ex tent i t  p lays in to  
the hands o f none o ther than the 
libe ra ls  themselves.”  The ve ry  
same idea, expressed v ir tu a lly  in  
the same words, we meet a quar­
te r o f a cen tu ry  la te r in  connec­
tion  w ith  the K iro v  assassina­
tion .

The ve ry  fac t o f in d iv idua l 
acts o f te rro r  is an in fa llib le  to ­
ken o f the p o lit ic a l backw ard­
ness o f a coun try  and the feeble­
ness o f the progressive forces 
there. The revo lu tion  o f 19Q5, 
which disclosed the vast s treng th  
o f the  p ro le ta ria t, put an end to 
the rom antic ism  o f the single 
combat between a hand fu l o f 
in te llectua ls  and Czarism .

“ T e rro rism  in  Russia is dead,”
I  re ite ra ted  in. a . num ber o f a r-

In  1911 te r ro r is t  moods arose 
among certa in  groups o f A us­
tr ia n  workers. Upon the request 
o f F ried rich  A d le r, ed ito r o f Der 
K arnpf, the theore tica l ntcvrtthly 
o f the A u s tria n  Social Democ­
racy, I  w ro te  in November, 1911, 
an a rtic le  on te rro rism  fo r  th is 
publication.

“ W hether o r not a te r ro r is t  
a ttem p t, even i f  ‘successful,’ in ­
troduces confusion in the ru lin g  
circ les depends upon the concrete 
po litica l circum stances. In  any 
case th is  confusion can be on ly 
o f sho rt du ra tion . The cap ita lis t 
s tate does no t res t upon m in is ­
ters and cannot be destroyed to ­
ge ther w ith  them. The classes 
whom the state serves w i l l  a l­
ways find new men— the mech­
anism rem ains in ta c t and con­
tinues to  function . B u t much 
deepor is th a t confusion which 
the te r ro r is t  a ttem pts  to in troduce 
in to  the ranks o f the w o rk in g  
masses. I f  i t  is  enough to arm  
oneself w ith  a revo lve r to reach

the goal, then to w h a t end are 
the endeavors o f the class s tru g ­
gle?

“ I f  a pinch o f powder and a 
slug o f lead are ample to shoot 
the enemy th rou gh  the neck, 
where is the need o f a  class o r­
ganization ? I f  there is any 
rhym e o r reason in scaring tit le d  
personages w ith  the noise o f an 
explosion, w hat need is there fo r  
a p a rty ?  W hat is the need o f 
m eetings, mass ag ita tio n , elec­
tions, when i t  is so easy to take 
aim  a t the M in is te r ia l bench 
from  the P arliam e n ta ry  g a lle ry?  
Ind iv idua l te rro r is m  in  ou r eyes 
is inadm issib le precise ly fo r  the 
reason th a t i t  lowers the masses 
in  th e ir  own consciousness, re ­
conciles them to impotence, and 
d irects th e ir  glances and hopes 
tow ards the g rea t avenger and 
em ancipator who w ill some day 
come and accomplish his m is ­
sion.”

F ive  years la te r, in  the heat 
o f the im p e ria lis t w ar, F ried rich

These lines, as you have had 
the op po rtu n ity  to convince y o u r­
selves, were not w r itte n  ad hoc. 
They sum m arize the experience 
o f a whole life tim e , w h ich was 
in  tu rn  fed by the experience o f 
tw o generations.

A lre ad y  in the epoch o f Czar- 
ism, a young M a rx is t who w ent 
over to the ranks o f the te r ro r ­
is t p a rty  was a com para tive ly  
ra re  phenomenon —  ra re  enough 
to cause people to po in t th e ir  
fingers. B ut at th a t tim e  there 
was a t least ta k in g  place an 
unceasing theore tica l s trugg le  
between tw o tendencies; the pub­
lica tions o f the tw o  pa rties  were 
w ag ing  a b it te r  polem ic; public 
disputes did no t ¿cease fo r  a 
single day.

'Now, on the o ther 'hand, they 
w an t to force us to believe th a t 
not young revo lu tion is ts , but old 
leaders o f Russian M arx ism , 
w ith  the tra d itio n  o f three re v ­
o lu tions behind them, have sud­
denly, w ith o u t c rit ic is m , w ith o u t 
discussion, w ith ou t a single word 
o f exp lanation, turned th e ir  
faces tow ard the te rro rism  which 
they had always rejected, as a 
method o f po litica l suicide.

The very po ss ib ility  o f such an 
accusation shows to w hat depths 
o f debasement the S ta lin is t bu­
reaucracy has dragged the o ffic ia l 
theoretica l and po litica l thought, 
not to m ention Soviet jus tice . To 
p o l i t i c a l  convictions gained 
through experience, sealed by 
theory, tempered in  the white 
heat o f the h is to ry  o f m ankind, 
the fa ls ifie rs  counterpose in ­
choate, con trad ic to ry , and u t te r ­
ly  unsubstantia ted testim onies o f 
suspicious ’ nonentities.

“ Yes,”  said S ta lin  and bis 
agents, “ we cannot deny th a t 
T ro ts k y  did w a rn ''w ith  the ve ry  
same insistence against te r ro r ­
is t adventurism , no t on ly in Rus­

sia bu t also in o ther countries 
in  various stages o f po litica l de­
velopm ent and under d iffe re n t 
conditions. B u t we have discov­
ered in  his life tim e  a few  in ­
stances which constitu te  an ex­
ception to the ru le : In  a conspir­
a to ria l le tte r  he w ro te  to one 
D re itze r [and which nobody ever 
s a w ]; in  a conversation w ith  
H o ltzm an who was b rough t to 
T ro ts k y  in  Copenhagen by his 
son [w ho was a t the tim e  in 
B e r l in ] ;  in a conversation w ith  
B e rm a n-Y u rin  and D avid [o f 
whom I  never heard p r io r  to the 
f irs t  reports  o f the  cou rt p ro­
ceedings], in  these fo u r  o r five 
instances T ro ts k y  issued to Viis 
fo llow e rs  [w ho were in re a lity  
m y b itte re s t opponents] te r ro r is t  
in s tructions [w ith o u t m aking  any 
a ttem p t e ith e r to ju s t i fy  them 
or to tie  them up w ith  the cause 
to which m y en tire  life  has been 
devoted]. I f  T ro ts k y  had im p a rt­
ed h is  program m atic  views on 
te r ro r  o ra lly  and in w r it in g  to 
hundreds o f thousands and m il­
lions in  the course o f fo r ty  years, 
i t  w as^on ly  in o rder to deceive 
them. H is  rea l Views he ex­
pounded in s tr ic te s t secrecy to 
the Bermans and the Davids.”  

A nd then a m irac le  came to 
pass! These in a rtic u la te  “ in s tru c ­
tions,”  which rest w h o lly  on the 
m ental level o f the Messrs. V y ­
shinsky, proved suffic ient, fo r  
th is : That hundreds o f old M a rx ­
is ts— au tom atica lly , w ith o u t any 
objections, w ithou t u tte r in g  a 
sy llab le— turned to  the path o f 
(e rro r. Such is the po litica l basis 
o f the t r ia l of the  sixteen (Z in o ­
viev et a l.). In  o ther words, the 
t r ia l  o f the sixteen com plete ly 
lacks a p o litica l basis.

(T o  be continued)

The Despair of a Polish Youth
By Michael Bruck

When I  was ten I was to ld  th a t 
m y beloved b ro th e r Lech was 
k illed  in  the W arsaw up ris in g  
fo r  falsehood. In  my child ish 
im ag ina tion  he was a lw ays the 
embodiment o f heroism, courage 
and uprightness. When I  was ten 
they to ld me in  a h is to ry  lesson 
tha t he was k illed  f ig h tin g  fo r  
the v ile  cause o f the London 
(P o lish ) E m ig re  Government 
and not fo r  the rea l Poland. I 
have thought there was on ly  one 
Poland and now i t  appeared tha t 
there were many.

W hen I was ten I  ceased to 
believe in  the h ith e rto  sacred 
word F a the rland  because I  did 
no t know  which o f thes*e many 
Polands was m y  F a therland. I 
no longer had a Fatherland.

I had God. When I  was 15 I 
ceased to bplieve in God. God 
had proved to  be an. a lly  o f the 
m urderers o f Lech. F o r long 
hours I  k n e lt in  a d a rk  em pty 
church. M y  soul cried, th rea ten ­
ed, im p lored. I  hated H im  and 
a t the same tim e I  loved H im  
so much. M y  poor betrayed Lech 
also loved H im .

You m ust know  how te rr ib le  
i t  is  to  fee l one’s fa ith  s lip  
away, vanish, and y e t crave fo r  
i t  to rem ain. You m ust know 
those sleepless n igh ts , th a t des­
perate s tru g g lin g  in  the soul o f
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a ch ild . The day f in a lly  came 
when the cross became to me 
on ly a piece o f wood.

A  fr ie n d  five years older than 
I  gave me help. He was a Com­
m unist. I t  was he who then 
b rough t me closer to the ideology 
[ th a t ]  restored m y fa ith  in  the 
w orld , in  the  goal o f life , in 
m ankind. These were m y happ i­
est years. I rushed fro m  one 
m eeting to another. I  believed in 
the idea and its  executors.

H IS T O R Y  W A S  FORGED
• Three years have passed. Now 
I am 18. I t  has tu rned ou t th a t

w ha t m y fa m ily  said was tru e —  
about the c ru e lty  o f secret police 
investiga tions and about the dic­
ta to rsh ip  o f S ta lin . I t  has turned 
ou t th a t h is to ry  was re a lly  
forged. Those who looked a t m y 
personal questionnaire , w ith  sus­
picion when I  begged them  fo r  
an exp lanation now speak o f the 
“ S ta lin  era”  and the “ tim e  o f 
Beria .”

They are recom m ending jazz, 
w h ich they opposed tw o years 
ago as a sym ptom  o f the decay­
ed cu ltu re  o f the W est. They are 
discussing you th  organ izations 
in  Yugoslavia , about which they

sang sa tir ic a l songs a few  years 
ago.

And, I?  I  do not know how to 
change my soul fo r  the fo u rth  
tim e w ithou t fea r tha t i t  w ill 
become a rag. Now  I  cannot 
stand in the ranks w ith  my face 
up h igh although I  would lik e  
to. I am ashamed o f my older 
colleagues, ashamed fo r  the 
whole p a rty , fo r  a ll those who 
waited, sn iffed  and looked around 
and fo r  those who deceived. I  
am dshamed o f a ll o f you and, 
above a ll, o f m yse lf, fo r  my 
s tu p id ity  and c red u lity .

I  no longer know how to raise 
m y head. I f  I ever raise i t  again 
— bu t th is  is impossible fo r  I 
have no basis fo r  be liev ing  any­
th ing .

Our era was no t easy and a l­
though we had no r if le s  in  our 
hands we did no t have a rosy 
path. I t  is n o t th rough  e ffe m in ­
acy and p ro sp e rity  th a t ou r cy­
nicism  was born and i t  is  not 
egoism and desire fo r  com foi’t  
th a t have ordered us to re ject 
the po litica l leaders.

We, 18-year-olds and 20-year- 
olds, a lthough g row ing  up in  
new conditions, are not happy 
because we have perceived tha t 
th is  newness is very old and it  
deceived our dreams. I t  is d is ­
tress ing  to lose eve ry th ing  in 
which one believed.

Since the last Com m unist Con­
gress, not a day goes by w ith o u t 
o ffic ia l in fo rm a tio n  from  Moscow 
announcing the  rev is ion  o f 
notions be longing u n til now to 
the S ta lin is t dogma and the re ­
h a b ilita tio n  o f innocent v ic tim s o f 
S ta lin . The im puls ion  hav ing  been 
given by the leaders w ith  the 
au tom atic  approval o f the Con­
gress, a new orthodoxy is being 
elaborated before a frigh tened  
public and is  rep lac ing the 
ob liga to ry  o rthodoxy o f yeste r­
day.

I t  is now adm itted  th a t the 
b iography o f S ta lin , w r itte n  a-nd 
embellished by h im , as w e ll as 
the sum m ary o f the “ H is to ry  o f 
the Com m unist P a rty ,”  which 
S ta lin  had u n ju s tly  a ttr ib u te d  to 
h im se lf, deserve to  be burned. 
The m a jo r p a rt o f the h is to rica l, 
ph ilosophical and ju r id ic a l books 
elaborated under S ta lin  are d is­
carded. Once again', 'eve ry th ing  
m ust be revised in  order to  be 
remade anew. Teams o f w r ite rs  
rap id ly  ed it new school manuals. 
The h is to ry  exam inations w ill not 
take place th is  year, because the 
professors no longer know w ha t 
they should teach. I t  w i l l  be 
necessary to re w rite  anew the 
encyclopedias and the dictionaries.

Pokrovsky, head o f the M a rx is t 
h is to rica l school, p u t in dishonor 
and disrepute by S ta lin , is 
rehab ilita ted  along w ith  his 
disciples. The authors o f suc­
cessive “ p a rty  h is to ry ”  books, 
which were proh ib ited  one a fte r  
the Other, a fte r  having in th e ir  
tu rn  been o ffic ia l —  Nevski, 
B ou taev, Y aroslavsky and Popov
— are reh ab ilita te d  in  tu rn . The 
generals Bliucher, Yegorov, K a ­
menev, begin bhe m arch 
habilitaihion in the arm y. The lis t  
o f names o f Jew ish intel'lecltiuals, 
artists ', fo lk lo r is ts , executed due to 
S ta lin ’s atai-iSemilidsim, is pub­
lished. F rom  a ll slides surge 
legions o f specters-.

SPECTER O F TR O TS K Y
Above a ll the other- specters, 

one specter- has arisen in  a ll its  
s ta tu re : th a t o f Leon T ro tsky . 
Since the c iv il w a r o f the years 
1918 to 1921, S ta lin  had un 
aversion, la te r transfo rm ed in to  
hate, towards the c rea to r and 
head o f the Red A rm y , whom he 
considered as a r iv a l.  A f te r  the 
death o f Lenin, he dedicated h im ­
se lf to  the task  o f de n ig ra tin g  
and d isc red iting  h im  by all,m eans
—  except le g itim a te  ones. M aster 
o f the p a rty  apparatus which 
Lenin had g iven h im  charge of, 
he was able to iso late T ro tsky  
b r in g  him  in to  disrepute, and 
make him  im potent. He was then 
able to  banish him  to  Turkestan, 
la te r exile  hiim to  T urkey  from  
which the proscribed T ro tsky  had 
to look fo r  re fuge in  France. 
N orw ay, Mexico. E veryw here the 
C a ligu la  o f the K re m lin  pursued 
him  w ith  h is secret agents and 
assassins —  paid o r fa n a tic  —  at 
the same tim e, pressuring  fa in t 
hearted governm ents disposed to 
showing h im  h o sp ita lity , and 
unleashing hostile  campaigns 
aga inst h im  th rou gh  the Com­
m un ist pa rties  and h is  devoted 
sate llites.

This ended on ly w ith  the  
assassination o f T ro ts k y  in  1940. 
S ta lin  persevered in his “ sweet 
revenge”  —  according to  h is 
choice expression. But before and 
a fte r  the physica l assassination, 
(he po litica l and m ora l assassina­
tion  took place. A l l  the books 
which re fe rred  to  T ro ts k y ’s ro le 
d u rin g  the Revolution, the  C iv il 
W ar and the in s ta lla tio n  o f the 
Soviet state were destroyed; a ll 
the old and au then tic  documents 
hidden.

F o r a qu-iarter o f a cen tury, the 
fab rica tions , the lies, the male­
d ic tions o f S ta lin  had the power 
o f law , and the te rro rized  pen 
lackeys had to re w rite  contem ­
porary  h is to ry  according to  the  
pleasure o f the bloody m egalo­
maniac. The d rastic  purge o f the 
lib ra ries  was demanded fn  a ll 
domains o f lite ra tu re  w ith  the 
exception o f the exact sciences. 
W ith  T ro tsky  a lready dead, S ta lin  
continued to persecute h im  c ru e lly  . 
in  the memory o f m ankind.

T U R N IN G  P O IN T
B u t the wheel o f destiny  has 

turned. S ta lin  is a corpse w h ich  
should be k illed , and T ro tsky  in  a 
certa in  sense is a corpse w hich 
is be ing resurrected. The new 
owners o f the U'SSR can no longer 
re-establish even a l i t t le  h is to rica l 
t ru th  w ith o u t eras ing a t  least a  
p a rt o f the h o rrib le  absurd ities 
which S ta lin , w ith  th e ir  com­
p lic ity , had invented to  soil h is  
v ic tim s.

By a decision from  above, those 
condemned in the Moscow tr ia ls , 
a l i t t le  e a rlie r smeared w5tth 
“ T ro tsky ism ,”  are no longer “ fo r ­
e ign  agents”  and “ im p e ria lis t 

•' spies.”  They are now reproached 
on ly  fo r  th e ir  opposition to  the 
“ P a rty ”  —  a charge w h ich  is  also 
false, since they  apposed o n ly  
S ta lin  and bis gang.

In  o ther words, th e ir  p o lit ic a l 
m otives were d iffe re n t from  those 
ascribed to  them o ff ic ia lly . B u t 
even th is  has no th ing  to  do w ith  
the in fam ous accusations heard in  
the tr ia ls  and in the S ta lin is t 
com m entaries. A t  the  same tim e, 
T ro tsky  finds h im se lf cleansed 
o f a good pa rt o f the calumnies 
o f S ta lin .

A ga in , the  review , “ Questions 
o f H is to ry ,”  recognized ait la s t 
th a t the S ta lin is t version o f the 
C iv il W ar, and especially the 
episode o f T sa ritsyn , is com plete ly 
fa lse —  thus con firm ing  and 
ju s t ify in g  T ro ts k y ’s tes tim ony 
on thi.s p a r tic u la r  question.. L o g i­
ca lly , the adm ission should be 
su ffic ien t to change the name o f 
S ta ling rad . The re h a b ilita tio n  o f 
h istorian's, generals, and diverse 
C om m unist . personalities-, also 
confirm s and ju s tifie s  w h a t T ro t­
sky has said about S ta lin  in  h is 
memoirs.

In  the course o f the de- 
StaiHnizatsion, T ro tsky  i-s r is in g  
w h ile  S ta lin  is fa ll in g . I t  is  tru e  
tha t Lenin and Trotsky’ , who 
share resp on s ib ility  fo r ' the  
October coup d’etait and its  con­
sequence,«, m ust account fo r  th e ir  
action. B u t the respons ib ilities  o f 
S ta lin  are o f a ve ry  d is tin c t type.
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A  Belated Stalinist Correction
A fte r 15 years the American Communist 

Party has fina lly  taken o ffic ia l cognizance 
o f the ir betrayal in  1941 of the funda­
mental principle of working class defense 
o f democratic rights and c iv il liberties fo r 
all victim s of capitalist persecution. The 
case in point was the firs t Smith Act tria l 
in  Minneapolis in which 18 members and 
leaders of the Socialist Workers Party and 
Minneapolis Teamsters Union were ra il­
roaded to prison under tha t anti-labor, ■ 
w itch-hunt statute.

In a report to an enlarged plenum of 
the CP national committee, Simon Gerson, 
chariman o f a special committee on civil 
liberties, noted that, “ the P arty” had 
“ made ‘some serious errors,’ including 
specifically the fa ilure to defend the M in­
neapolis Trotskyites in the Teamsters 
Union in 1941.”  (Daily W orker, May 6).

W hile th is specific “ e rro r”  had been 
noted before by various individual Stalin­
is t spokesmen i t  is the f irs t tim e tha t it  
has been made more or less “ o ffic ia l.”  This 
is ail to the good, so fa r as it  goes. But the 
“ correction”  does not go fa r enough. I t  is 
only a half tru th  which glosses over and 
attempts to minimize the magnitude of the 
error. Nor does it  disclose its  source. 
Unless the extent and source of the “ e rro r” 
is acknowledged no real and lasting correc­
tion can ensue.

F irst, to put the record stra ight. The 
CP did not play a passive role in  the 
Minneapolis Smith Act case. I t  was not 
merely the ir “ fa ilure to  defend”  but the ir 
active opposition to the, defense of the 
Minneapolis victim s tha t aroused the burn­
ing indignation of wide circles in the liberal 
and labor movement. They actively sup- 
pouted the prosecution and did everything 
an the ir power to sabotage the defense ' 
movement.

Fifteen years ago the Stalinists were a 
power in the labor movement. They con­
trolled the Minnesota State CIO. They 
were in control of the CIO on the West 
Coast. They controlled numerous CIO

Slate and C ity CIO Councils, International 
and Local unions and the ir influence ex­
tended into many AFL units. In each case 
they threw the weight of the ir power and 
influence on the  side of the w itch hunters. 
Despite the ir rabid opposition, unions rep­
resenting over five  m illion workers sup­
ported the Minneapolis defendants.

I f  the Stalinists had added the ir weight 
to the Minneapolis defense movemen' 
against the firs t Smith Act frame-up the 
subsequent result could have been d if­
ferent. I t  is undeniable tha t S talin ist 
sabotage o f the Minneapolis case led 
inexorably to the victim ization o f leaders 
and members of the American Communist 
Party under the same statute. No small 
“ frro r”  th is !

W hat about the source o f the “ error?” 
Was it  a transient aberration that led to 
an “ unfortunate”  violation of working- 
class principle ? I f  tha t was all tha t is in ­
volved the confession of error, the correc­
tion of a previously unprincipled policy, 
the promise not to repeat the “ e rro r”  in 
the future, could be taken a t its  face value. 
But more, much more is involved.

I t  is no accident th a t the “ error”  ,was 
committed precisely in a case involving 
Trotskyists. The American CP leaders are 
now in the process of repudiating the 
“ Stalin cu lt.”  They adm it tha t in the past 
they had accepted “ uncritica lly”  a ll of the 
pronouncements coming out of Moscow, in ­
cluding support o f S talin’s purge tria ls. 
Their “ error”  in the Minneapolis case can 
be d irectly traced to the infamous Moscow 
frame-up tria ls . In fact, they repeated the 
same abusive slanders, stigm atizing the 
Minneapolis defendants as “ seditious 
spies, wreckers, diversionists and sa­
boteurs.”

So long as the American CP does not 
openly repudiate the Moscow frame-up 
tria ls  the source o f the “ erro r”  remains 
untouched and can give rise to sim ilar 
“errors”  in the future. 'And its  no good 
w aiting fo r Moscow to do it  firs t.

T H E  M I L I T A N T Page T hree

CP National Committee Spurs Right Swing

WAYNE UNIVERSITY OFFICIALS TRY 
TO SILENCE ONLY DISSIDENT GROUP

By Tom Kerry
In its  f irs t fu l l  m eeting since 

1951, the na tiona l com m ittee o f 
the Com m unist P a rty  m et in  New 
York recently, to  cod ify  the ex­
trem e r ig h t  tu rn ’ .which has led 
the Am erican S ta lin is ts  deep in to  
the leprous swamp o f cap ita lis t 
pa rty  po litics . W ith  the CP na­
tiona l com m ittee meeting, the 
S ta lin is ts  come out m ore openly 
as supporters o f th e  “ lib e ra l”  
w ing o f the Dem ocratic pa rty . 
W ith  the po licy decided, the 
membership w ill now be " c la r i­
fied.”  A s usual, the  process o f 
c la rifica tion  involves “ s e lf-c r itic a l”  
repud ia tion  o f the .previous line.

Bach S ta lin is t z ig -zag carries 
its  own “ the o re tica l”  ju s tifica tio n . 
The cu rre n t “ lin e ”  was embodied 
in  a re p o rt by CP general sec­
re ta ry  Eugene Dennis, rev iew ing  
the past, repud ia ting  previous 
po licy and .la y in g  down the line 
fo r  the fu tu re . “ Dennis’ searching 
exam ination o f the la s t decade 
o f the P a r ty ’s w o rk ,”  says the ' 
M ay 6 Sunday W orker, “ placed 
his p rinc ipa l emphasis on what, 
he viewed as shortcom ings and 
m istaken estim ates wh ich he 
characterized as ‘m a in ly  le ft-sec­
ta ria n  in. character.’ ”  The re ­
p o rt was adopted unanim ously.

U » fo rtu n a te ly , the . fu ll te x t o f 
the Dennis re p o rt has not yet

been made public. The D a ily  and 
Sunday W orker rep o rts  o f the CP 
confab do n o t cite the  precise 
“ le ft-se c ta ria n ”  e rro rs  to which 
the Dennis re p o rt alludes.

T h is  gap is  filled  in  by  S ta l­
in is t  “ labo r exp e rt”  George 
M o rris  w r it in g  in the A p r i l 22 
D a ily  W orker. The “ le ft is m  in  
the ranks o f the M arx is ts ,”  says 
M orris , con tribu ted to the s p lit 
in the CIO in  w h ich the  S ta l­
in is t-con tro lled  unions were ex­
pelled and subsequently cu t to 
pieces. The e rro r o f the “ le f t , ”  
according to M o rris , was its  
“ re fusa l to  re tre a t and com­
prom ise some when th a t was 
im pera tive , especially on the 
pres identia l race and on- the 
M arsha ll p lan .”

E R R E D  ON CO LD W A R ?
The expulsion o f the S ta lin is t- 

contro lled unions oaime as an 
a fte rm a th  o f  the 1948 CTO cou- 
ve.n'tilon fo llo w in g  the election o f 
H a rry  T rum an. The S ta lin is ts  had 
sponsored the Progressive P a rty  
and its  candidate fo r  president, 
H e n ry  W allace. The M arshall 
p lan was the cornerstone o f the 
T rum an. Doctrine w ith  its  po licy 
o f “ con ta inm ent”  and cold w ar. 
The S ta lin is t a ttem p t to  coin­
prom ise on the M arsha ll p lan by 
proposing its  funds be allocated 
th rough  the U n ited  Nations was

Lab o r Statesman a t W ork

Joao Coulart, ( le f t )  V ice-President o f B raz il, chats w ith  
A F L -C IO  president George Meany. a t W ashington luncheon in  
G ou la rt’s honor. The South A m erican  ca p ita lis t governm ent 
o ffic ia l lectured th e  union group on the m ost e ffic ie n t ways to  
combat “ com m unist”  in f i lt ra t io n  in  the la bo r movement.

sum m arily  rejected. To say now, 
tha t the “ le f t ”  should have “ re ­
treated and com prom ised”  on 
these issues can on ly  mean tha t 
the S ta lin is ts  should have sup­
ported T rum an  and the cold war 
against the Soviet' U nion. Is  th is  
what they have in  m ind now w ith  
th e ir  .policy o f suppo rting  the 
“ F a ir  Deal”  w in g  o f the Dem­
ocratic p a rty?

When ttlie S ta lin is ts  begin re ­
w r it in g  h is to ry  they always have 
a po litica l m otive. The curren t 
emphasis on “ le f t  - secta rian”  
eiTors is  designed to  screen 
another o p p o rtu n is t zig-zag. W ha t 
was “ le f t ”  about th e ir  previous 
po licy? In  1948 they supported a 
c a p ita lis t “ th ir d ”  pa rty , w ith  a 
ca p ita lis t p ro g ra m  and a cap ita l­
is t candidate. I t  was the po litics  
o f class collaiboa'atd'on. They 
spurned the class concept o f an 
independent labo r p a r ty  based on 
the mass o rgan iza tions o f the 
Am erican w o rk in g  class,, the trade 
unions.

Instead, they  spawned a pe tty - 
bourgeois hodge-podge. The c o r­
rect cha racte riza tion  o f th a t 
po licy is no t “ le ft-sec ta rian ”  but 
op po rtun is t adven tu rism ; i.e., 
S ta lin ism . Thousands o f w orkers  
were v ic tim ized  in, the process. 
B u t th a t is always the by-p roduct 
o f (S ta lin is t po litics, w hether o f 
the “ le f t ”  o r “ r ig h t ”  va rie ty .

L E N IN IS T  P R IN C IP L E
The term s “ le f t ”  and ‘‘ r ig h t ”  

are meaningless unless some 
po in t o f departure is fixed. The 
S ta lin is ts  contend they are M a rx ­
ists. N o t on ly  M arx is ts , belt 
Len in is ts  to boot. In  socia list 
though t and action, Lenin ism  is 
d is tingu ished as revo lu tiona ry  
M arx ism  in ' con trad is tinc tion  to  
socia l-re fo rm ism . I t  is  a funda­
m ental Len in is t p rinc ip le  th a t the 
crossing o f class lines in  po litics 
is a be traya l o f socialism . Lenin 
was absolute ly in fle x ib le  in his 
adherence to  princ ip le . He com ­
bined p rinc ip led  intansigeance 
w ith  the  utm ost tac tica l fle x - 
ib i l t iy .  Accord ing to  Lenin, tactics 
are a lways subordinated to p r in ­
cip le and cannot be in  v io la tion  
(hereof.

When viewed fro m  the stand 
po in t o f M a rx is t-L e n in is t p r in ­
ciple, the so-called “ le ft-sec ta rian ”  
po licy o f the A m erican S ta lin is ts  
is seen as no th in g  bu t bhe rankest 
opportun ism . And the “ th e o re ti­
ca l”  ju s tifica tio n s  th a t accompany 
each change in  line  are com­
pounded o f the flim s ie s t counter­
fe it. i

A ccord ing to  Dennis, one o f the 
baisic causes fo r  . pas t “ le f t ;  
sectarian”  erro rs was th e ir  “ mds-

taken estim ates on the im m inence 
o f w a r,”  wh ich led to  a “ w rong 
tà'ctidal conclusion.”  T h a t is, the 
organization, o f the W allace 
“ peace”  p a r ty  in 1948. In  the 
W allace p a rty  the  illusion, was 
assiduously sown among the w o rk ­
ers. that, w a r could be averted 
th rough the medium o f a “ th ird ”  
c a p ita lis t p a r ty  w ith  a  pac ifis t 
p rogram . W ha t is invo lved is no 
mere “ ta c tica l”  e rro r  b f.t a 
v io la tio n  o f M a rx is t p rinc ip le . 
Inasmuch as the Stall™  sits have 
raised the slag'a/n: Back to  Lenin, 
le t ’s check Dennis aga inst Lenin.

A S TO R M Y  EPO CH
Len in  characterized ou r age as 

the epoch o f wars, revo lu tions 
and colon ia l up ris ings . He re ite r ­
ated over and over- again tha t 
cap ita lism  and socialism  could 
no t ex is t in d e fin ite ly  side by side. 
One o r the other m us t prevail. 
That so long as cap ita lism  exists 
w ar is inevitab le . T h a t the on ly 
e ffec tive  means o f conducting the 
s trugg le  aga inst c a p ita lis t w a r 
was th rough  the uncoortpixwiîsing' 
medium o f the class- s trugg le . 
T ha t the aim  o f the class s tru g ­
gle is the abo lition  o f cap ita lism  
and the goal the v ic to ry  o f so­
cia lism . O nly then would w ar 
vanish fro m  the face o f the earth.

The question o f the imminence 
or non-imm inence o f w ar is not 
a m a tte r o f d ra w in g  up a t im e ­
table and then tu rn in g  the class 
s trugg le  on ¡or o f f  in accordance 
w ith  (he “ estim ates,”  m istaken or 
otherw ise, contained there in . Thai 
is not M a rx is t theory  but S ta l­
in is t c lap trap . Dennis has a theory 
bu t i t  is not tha t o f the Le n in is t 
class s trugg le .

As ag a in s t Lenin, Dennis 
defends the Rhixishchev - S ta lin  
po licy o f “ peacefu l coexistence.”  
Th is “ theory.”  i f  i t  can be 
d ign ified  by the name, holds tha t 
the ca p ita lis t and non-cap ita lis t 
w o rld  chn exist, side by side; fo r  r 
prolonged and inde fin ite  period o f 
tim e. T h a t w a r under cap ita lism  
is n o t inevitab le . F rom  Liais con­
cept flow s th e  class eollaboi’aiUon 
po licy  o f w o rld  S ta lin ism  as 
adapted to the na tiona l p e cu lia ri­
ties o f each coun try . In  th is  
coun try  i t  is t-ramslated in to  sup­
p o r t fo r  the Dem ocratic p a rty  
whose m ain c ritic ism  o f E isen­
how er’« fo re ig n  p o licy  is th a t the 
Republican admind s tra t i on is not 
spending enough money fo r  m il i ­
ta ry  -armaments.

Len in  and Dennis can’t  both be 
r ig h t .  A ll theories are subjected 
to  the  acid tes t o f experience. 
The events o f the  past ten years 
have proven, i f  a d d itio n a l, p ro o f 
be necessary, th a t Len in ’s ana lys is

o f our epoch has been confirmed. 
Scarcely a  single day has passed 
since the' end o f W orld  W ar I I  in  
w h ich the  w o rld  has no t w it ­
nessed w ar, re vo lu tio n  and colo­
n ia l u p ris in g . “ Peaceful coexi­
stence”  is conspicuous by its  
absence.

Dennis’ second “ the o re tica l”  ex­
p lana tion  is no be tte r than his 
f irs t. A no the r cause fo r  “ le f t -  
secta rian”  e rro rs  in  the past, he 
says, was due to “ an  over- 
estim ation o f the im m inence o f a 
deep cyc lica l economic c r is is ."  
As w ith  the  question o f w ar, 
Dennis muddies e ve ry th in g  up.

W hat “ tac tica l conclusion”  does 
Dennis derive from  the fa c t tha t 
p rospe rity  in  the U.S. has led to 
an am e lio ra tion  o f the  class 
s trugg le?  He proposes to ca ll i t  
o f f  fo r  the du ra tion  o f p rospe rity  
in o rd e r to avoid the “ le ft-sec­
ta r ia n ”  erro rs o f the past. W hat 
is involved in. the Dennis “ theo ry ”  
is no t a .m atter o f tem po b u t o f 
fundam ental prognosis. There are 
pundits who contend tha t A m e r­
ican cap ita lism  has solved the 
problem o f re c u rr in g  economic 
cris is. I f  th a t is  tru e  then so­
cia lism  becomes a u top ia  and 
class s tru g g le  a figm ent o f the 
im ag ina tion . W here do Dennis 
and Company stand?

A t the  ve ry  m om ent th a t signs 
o f g ro w in g  c r is is  appear in the 
A m erican economy the S ta lin is ts  
propose to declare a m ora to riu m  
on the class s tra g g le  and in v ite  
the w orkers to  support the 
Dem ocratic pa rty , one o f the tw in  
bu lw arks o f ca p ita lis t ru le . S ta l­
in is t po litics  have no th ing  w h a t­
ever to  do w ith  M arx ism . 
v One no tew o rthy  cha racte ris tic  
o f thèse S ta lin is t “ le f t ”  and 
“ r ig h t ”  osc illa tions is th a t the 
pendulum never sw ings as fa r  
le f t  as before and always fu rth e r- 
to the lig h t .  The Itheoretieal 
rev is ion ism  o f the 20th Congress 
in Moscow accelerated the r ig h t - 
ward sw ing  o f w orld  S ta lin ism . 
The • o p po rtu n is t leaders o f the 
Am erican CP, a lw ays uncom ­
fo rtab le  -in th e ir  periods o f “ le f t ”  
pretensions have embraced the 
r ig h t  tu rn  w ith  genuine en­
thusiasm . I t  su its  th e ir  char­
acter and mood.

T h e ir spurious “ re -eva luation”  
and repud ia tion  o f th e ir  past 
“ le ft-sec ta rian ”  line  is, in  essence, 
an adapta tion to the opportun is t 
po litics  o f the Am erican labor 
bureaucracy.
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SWP and Monthly Review DiscussionD E T R O IT — The Y oung Social­
is t C lub o f W ayne U n ive rs ity  
has been suppressed. A ga inst 
the  wishes o f representative s tu ­
dent and fa cu lty  opin ion, reac­
tion a ry  forces in the u n ive rs ity  
a d m in is tra tion  have succeeded—  
te m p o ra rily — in rid d in g  W ayne of 
the on ly non-conform ist student 
p o litica l o rgan iza tion  recognized 
on th is  campus fo r several years.

The YSC, organized in the fa l l  
o f 1954, was fro m  the beg inn ing 
a tho rn  in the side o f the con­
serva tive u n iv e rs ity  a d m in is tra ­
tion . F a r more active than the 
Y oung Republicans and Young 
Dem ocrats, i t  aggressive ly  de­
fended the theories and policies 
o f socialism  as w e ll as c iv il l ib ­
erties— on and o f f  the campus. 
Last fa l l  i t  extended its  socia list 
propaganda w ith  the publication 
o f a magazine, the W ayne So­
c ia lis t.

R edba iting  and general p o lit ic ­
a l apathy combined to  keep the 
c lub ’s m em bership sm all, bu t i t  
won a repu ta tion  as a serious 
p o litica l group and go t a hearing 
fro m  m any students who were 
u n w illin g  to jo in  themselves. The 
f irs t  issues o f the W ayne Social­
is t .got a favo rab le  reception on 
the campus, and indicated a 
g ro w in g  in fluence fo r  the club.

B u t the W ayne S ocia lis t got

Philadelphia
Hear

Farrell Dobbs
Presidentia l Candidate o f the 

S o c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty

on

“Soviet Masses Rising — 
First Victory: Stalin’s 

Fall”
•  The Stake o f Am erican 

Labor in  a new Soviet 
Democracy

•  The V erifica tion  of Leon 
T ro ts k y ’s P red ictions

•  Latest Developments inside 
the Am erican Com m unist 
P a rty

Hear Trotsky’s recorded 
speech on Stalinism

To be played 8:30 P.M. sharp 

Doors open 8:00 P.M. 

Saturday, May 26 
at

M IL IT A N T  W O R KERS H A L L

1303 W . G ira rd  Ave.
Social evening - Refreshm ents

under the sk in  o f the u n ive rs ity  
a d m in is tra tion , w h ich  was then 
busy t ry in g  to get the State Leg­
is la tu re  to accept W ayne as a 
state un ive rs ity . “ Get the Young 
Socia list Club o f f  the campus by 
hook o r by crook”  became the 
objective o f a d m in is tra tion  forces 
anxious to appear “ respectable”  
in the eyes o f the Republican 
State Leg is la ture .

No group on the campus cared 
lo  t r y  to end the YSC’s in fluence 
by engaging in debate over its  
ideas and policies. Instead, it  
was decided to ' suppress the club 
by chang ing the rules under 
which student po litica l clubs op­
erate so as to make the YSC—  
and the YSC alone— in e lig ib le  fo r  
continued recogn ition . One Dr. 
R. F. Steadman, cha irm an o f the 
P o litica l Science Departm ent 
which supervises the student 
p o lit ic a l a c tiv itie s  program  at 
W ayne, was entrusted w ith  the 
job.

Steadman’s game was a sim ple 
one. He c a re fu lly  studied the 
com position o f the YSC and 
worked ou t a num ber o f changes 
in regu la tions th a t would resu lt 
in de p riv ing  the  YSC o f its  cam­
pus recogn ition . Then he b u ll­
dozed his P o litica l Science De­
pa rtm ent in to  approv ing  the 
proposed changes by a na rrow  
m arg in .

One change was to  ba r fro m  
membership in  p o lit ic a l clubs a 
la rge po rtion  o f p a rt- t im e  s tu ­
dents (m a in ly  fro m  w o rk in g  class 
and poor fa m ilie s  unable to go 
to school fu l l  t im e ). A no the r was 
to change requirem ents fo r  o f ­
ficers o f the clubs so th a t the 
present YSC o ffice rs  would be 
unable to continue serv ing  as 
o ffice rs . A  th ird  was to subject 
a ll p o lit ic a l pub lica tions to cen­
sorship (o n ly  the YSC had such 
a p u b lica tio n ). A  fo u rth  was to 
compel the  YSC to change its  
name to the Y oung Socialist 
W orkers Club (a lthough  m any o f

Chicago
Evening of 

Entertainment
O rig in a l Pllay: 

“ Behind the Illu s io n ”

F o lks ing tng

Sat., M ay 26, 8:30 P.M . 

777 W . Adam s

Contalb. 35c. 

Auspices:

Socia list W orkers  P a rty

its  members consider themselves 
socia lists in general, ra th e r than 
adherents o f the S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a r ty ) .

STORM OF PRO TEST
Steadman then subm itted his 

proposed changes to the advisory 
council o f the P o litica l Science 
D epartm ent, which is composed 
o f representatives o f a ll three 
p o lit ic a l clubs a t W ayne and the 
chairm en o f the p o lit ic a l parties 
on the ba llo t in  W ayne County.

Even before th is  advisory 
council met, Steadman’s propos­
als evoked a storm  o f pro test 
from  the campus. The Student 
Le g is la tu re  and many o ther s tu ­
dent groups s tro n g ly  denounced 
them as a ttacks on free  discus­
sion and academic freedom . Sev­
era l student leaders and faculty- 
members signed a statem ent 
asking tha t they not be pu t in to  
e ffec t.

Then to top i t  o ff, the advis­
o ry  council, in wh ich the social­
ists were a m in o rity , decisively 
rejected every one o f Steadm an’s 
proposals a f te r  he had personally 
appeared before it ,  p leading fo r  
th e ir  acceptance, a d m ittin g  they 
were aimed a t the YSC alone, 
and severely c r it ic iz in g  the  s tu­
dent groups th a t had dared to 
ob ject to  them.

B u t m a jo r ity  op in ion ra re ly  
stops bureaucrats. On the eve of 
the State Leg is la tu re ’s vote on 
the b ill to  make W ayne a state 
u n ive rs ity , Steadman bypassed 
the adv isory  council, ignored the 
pro tests on the campus— and pu t 
the  new regu la tions in to  e ffec t 
by decree. ( Iro n ic a lly , th is  action 
coincided w ith  the celebration o f 
Academic Freedom Week on the 
campus.)

The YSC was sim ultaneously 
suspended and proh ib ited  from  
m eeting on the  campus u n til i t  
could com ply w ith  the new rules. 
U nable to com ply, the club ap­
pealed Steadman’s a rb itra ry  ac­
tion  to the Council o f Deans. So 
fa r  the Deans have taken no ac­
tion  bu t to "rece ive”  the appeal. 
B u t a ll signs ind ica te  tha t 
Steadman’s superiors v iew  his 
actions w ith  approval o r in d u l­
gence, and th a t fo r  the tim e  be­
in g  the on ly  voice o f o ff ic ia lly  
recognized p o lit ic a l dissent at 
W ayne has been s tifled .

Pending fina l d isposition o f 
th e ir appeal, the members o f the 
YSC have not decided on th e ir 
next steps. One th in g  is sure, 
however. The bureaucra tic  sup­
pression o f th e ir  club hasn’t 
weakened th e ir be lie f in  the cor­
rectness o f the ideas o f social­
ism. nor th e ir  de term ination  to 
defend and spread those ideas 
wherever students are w illin g  to 
discuss them .

[In  its  M ay issue. M on th ly  
Review published a le tte r  from  
the election cam paign m anager 
o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , 
A r t  Sharon, ca llin g  on the 
magazine to  support the Socialist 
W orkers ticke t. We publish here­
w ith  the  tex t o f Sharon’s le tte r, 
the rep ly  o f M R ’s ed ito rs and our 
own comment. —  E d.]

SWP LETTER
Dear M,r. H u berm an:

We note w ith  in te re s t you r 
s ta tem ent in the  M arch  issue o f 
M on th ly  Review  s ta tin g  you r in ­
ten tion o f suppo rting  a  soc ia lis t 
tic k e t in  the com ing national 
elections.

You say y o u r choice o f so­
c ia lis t ticke ts  w ill be made fro m  
among the fo u r  soc ia lis t pa rties : 
the Oommuni'st P a rty , the Socia l­
is t  P a rty , the S ocia lis t Labor 
Party,, o r  tihe S ocia lis t W ork  era 
Party .

On the basis o f you r c r ite r ia , 
the C om m unist P a rty  obviously 
cannot be supported. I ts  po licy is 
one o f suppo rting  Dem ocrats and 
in line  w ith  th a t i t  wiilil n o t enter 
a na tiona l t ic k e t in  th is  com ing 
electora l contest.

The S oc ia lis t P a rty  has a 
s im ila r  e lectora l pos ition ; con­
sequently no slate o f the Socia list 
P a rty  w ill appear on the ba llo t. 
T h is  is fu r th e r  a ttested bo by the 
fa ilu re  o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty  to 
enter p res iden tia l candidates in  
the recent im p o rta n t Pennsyl­
vania nom inations.

T h is  leaves on ly  the  Socia list 
Labor P a rty  and ourselves. We 
subm it th a t you r ,position  on the 
Russian R evolution and the Soviet 
Un ion rules out the SLP on p r in ­
ciple.

You c r it ic iz e  the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  as advocating so­
cia lism  “ in  an un rea lis tic  sec­
ta ria n  w ay.”  W e don’t  th in k  we 
do, b iit  we would be happy to ex­
plore be tte r methods o f “ ad­
vocating socia lism .”  W e would be 
hlappy to discuss w ith  you any 
specific expression o f ou r alleged 
secta rian ism . F u rth e r you c r i t i ­
cize the SW P fo r  “ focusing its  
energies on a tta ck in g  S ta lin ism .”  
Perhaps since the' 20th Congress 
o f the  CPSU you are now re ­
eva lua ting  th a t p a r tic u la r  c r it ic ­
ism. A t  any ra te  you m ust re ­
cognize th a t a long w ith  ou r re ­
jec tion  o f “ S ta lin ism ”  goes its  
co ro lla ry  defense o f Lenin ism  and 
the conquests o f the  Russian 
Revolution.

There is a vas t accum ulation o f 
m isunderstand ing, d is to rtion , and 
slander th a t  make up the  body o f 
attacks on. the SWP. This- in  large

measure deters m any “ le f t  ele­
ments”  fro m  suppo rting  the SW P 
pled to ra lly . We are in terested in 
separa ting honest d ifferences 
fro m  fa n c ifu l nonsense, and to 
th a t end welcome every oppor­
tu n ity  to do so.

In  sho rt we are asking fo r  your 
support in  the 1956 elections. W'e 
would like  fu r th e r , to  present our 
case few electora l support to the 
SWP in your pub lica tion . A  good 
beg inn ing w ould be the publica­
tion  o f th is  le tte r.

MR EDITOR'S REPLY
F o r  the present, we w a n t on ly 

to make a few  b r ie f comments 
on the le tte r  from  A r t  Sharon of 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
which is the fina l cotfim unication 
prin ted  below. The purpose is to 
remove possible ariisunderstandiug 
abou-t M R ’s basic position.

In  h is  le tte r  to  Joan R ---------- ,
Leo H aber man w ro te : “ The T ro t- 
sky ite  S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  
advocates socialism , bu t in  an un­
rea lis tic  sectarian w ay w ith  a ll 
its  energies focused on a ttack ing  
S ta lin ism .”  To th is  M r. Sharon 
rep lies: Perhaps since the 20th 
Congress o f the GPSTJ you are 
now' re-evailuating th a t p a rtic u la r 
c ritic ism . A t  any ra te  you m ust 
recognize th a t a long w ith  our re ­
jec tion  o f ‘S ta lin ism ’ goes its  
co ro lla ry  defense o f Lenin ism  and 
the conquests o f the Russian 
Revolu tion .”

The im p lica tion  o f th is  ob­
v iously is  th a t we would no rm a lly  
determ ine ou r a tt itu d e  and posi­
tion in  the lig h t  o f w h a t happens 
in the Soviet U n ion. In  respecit 
to  some th in g s  —  p a rtic u la r ly  
in te rn a l developments in  the so­
c ia lis t countries —  th is  is  o f 
course p e rfe c tly  true . B u t we 
w a n t to  make i t  as clear as we 
possib ly can th a t w h a t we th in k  
about the  U n ited  States —  in ­
c lud ing  each and every .political 
p a rty  o r g roup ing  in  th is  country 
—  is com ple te ly  independent, o f 
w ha t happens in  the Soviet U n ion. 
The notion th a t because o f the 
a ttack on S ta lin ism  hy the 20th 
Congress o f the  OPSU (w hich in 
and o f i ts e lf  ce rta in ly  has 
positive aspects), the re fo re  we 
would re-evaluate ou r c r it ic is m  o f 
the SW P fo r  focusing its  energies 
o-n a ttack ing  S ta lin ism  proves no t 
on ly thiat the SW P doesn't under­
stand us b u t also th a t the SW T 
its e l f  s t i l l  th in k s  in  essentia lly 
“ Russian”  term s. A t  bo ttom , the 
weaknes and sectarianism  o f the 
SWP has had precise ly the same 
roots as the weakness and sec­
ta ria n ism  o f the Com m unist 
P a r ty :  bo th  have been dom inated

by Soviet developments; ne ithe r 
has ever succeeded in  w o rk ing  
ou t Am erican solutions fo r  A m e r­
ican problem®1.

T h is  b rings us to the second 
sentence quoted fro m  M r. Sharon's 
le tte r. The SWP, he appears to  be 
saying, bases its e lf  on Leninism  
and the conquests o f the Russian 
Revolution. Is  th is  the correct and 
appropria te  position fo r  the 
Am erican L e f t  to take? W ith  
regard to  the  conquests o f the 
Russian R evolution, the answer is 
an unqualified a ff irm a tiv e . The 
Russian and Chinese Revolutions 
are to the tw en tie th  cen tury what 
the A m erican and French Revolu­
tions were to the eighteenth. They 
belong to  a ll o f progressive 
hum an ity , and anyone who claim s 
to be o f the L e ft  and s t i l l  refuses 
to1 defend th e ir  h is to r ic  achieve­
ments is e ith e r a fraud  o r a foo l.

Is  the same tru e  o f Lenin ism  ? 
In  our view, the answer depends 
on w ha t you understand by the 
term . Lenin was one o f the 
g reatest men who ever lived, and 
much o f w h a t he accomplished 
in the fie lds o f tho ugh t and action 
has un iversa l v a lid ity . B u t Lenin 
was also the  m aster s tra te g is t o f 
a revo lu tion  th a t took place under 
unique h is to rica l and geographica l 
conditions, and some o f h is  most 
f r u i t f u l  ideas and discoveries 
were designed to cope w ith  the 
problems o f the ezarislt empire 
in the w o rld  o f the la te  nineteenth 
and e a rly  tw e n tie th  centuries. 
How fa r  they are applicable to 
o ther countries and tim es the re ­
fo re  depends to a ve ry  la rge 
exten t on how closely conditions 
resemble those o f pre -1917 
Russia.

T h is  is  no t the place to a ttem p t 
to  se ttle  the  question o f how 
much o f Len in ism  has relevance 
and v a lid ity  fo r  the U n ited  S tate1' 
a t m id -cen tu ry . B u t i t  is a good 
place to s tate th a t fo r  our p a rt 
we are certa in  th a t no t a ll o f 
has, and th a t the k ind  o f undis- 
e rim in ia ting  acceptance o f Len­
in ism  as a Whole and w ith o u t 
qua lifica tion  th a t has always 
characterized both the SW P and 
the CP can he, has been, and 
w il l  continue to be a fa ta l politics? 
e rro r.

One fina l p o in t: one o f the 
nuann purposes o f the di seuss’o r 
w h ich is now go ing  on in  le ft-  
w ing  circles, and o f w h ich  th is  
discussion in  M R is  on ly  a sm all 
pa rt, mucst be prec ise ly  to  re ­
assess past re la tions and a tt itu d e 1 
not on ly to S ta lin ism  b u t also to 
Lenin ism . And among the point« 
th a t oannot and should not. be, 
avoided a re  the na tu re  o f the

L e n in is t p a r ty  its e lf  and the 
L e n in is t*  conception o f the so­
c ia lis t in te rn a tio n a l —  The 
E d ito rs .

OUR COMMENT
The le tte r  o f the  S W P  to the 

M on th ly  Review and the re p ly  of 
the MR editors obviously open a 
discussion on some o f the most 
fundam ental problem s o f A m e r­
ican M arx ism . W e w il l  repo rt 
re g u la r ly  on the  progress o f the 
discussion and re p r in t the  most 
im p o rta n t documents. A t the o u t­
set we w ish to make the fo llo w in g  
com m ents:

(1) The ed itors o f M on th ly  
Review have no t y e t rep lied to 
the specific question- posed in  A r t  
Sharon’s le tte r  —  nam ely, w ill 
Leo Huberm an support the SWP 
ticke t in 1956? In  the M arch issue 
o f M R H uberm an stated th a t he 
would have to choose between the 
Com m unist, S ocia list, S ocia lis t- 
La bo r and S ocia lis t W forkers 
Parties. B u t, as Sharon pointed 
out., the on ly  rad ica l pa rties  w ith  
candidates are the S oc ia lis t-Labor 
and SWP. W hich w i l l  Huberm an 
endorse and w hy?

(2) W e take note o f a ra th e r 
s ta r t lin g  change o f f r o n t  in- the 
c ritic ism  addressed by MR editors 
against the SW P. They used to 
smear the T ro tsky is ts  w ith  the 
S ta lin is t fab rica tio ns  o f the M os­
cow F ram e-U p T ria ls . These 
slanders included alleged enm ity  
on. o u r p a r t to the Soviet Un ion 
and Lenin ism . Now  M on th ly  
Review concedes th a t *we do 
uphold [Leninism and do defend 
the Soviet U n ion —  h u t finds th is  
to  be precisely our crim e. F u rth e r­
more, according to Huberm an and 
Sweezey we era in  these respects 
together w ith  •—  the Com m unist 
P a r ty !

T he  M R  ed ito rs have n o t ye t 
in fo rm ed the rad ica l w o rkers  
w h a t they now  th in k  o f the Mos­
cow T r ia ls  —  Which they once 
endorsed; o f an ti-S em itism  under 
S ta lin  —  w hich they once covered 
up; o r o f S ta lin  h im s e lf —  whom 
they once exalted in  the best 
m anner o f the S ta lin  cu lt. They 
on ly  in tim a te  th a t they atre no 
longer defending these hideous 
perversions. B u t in th e ir  h u r ry  to 
get ou t fro m  under now th a t 
S ta lin ism  stands exposed by  the 
K re m lin  chiefs, themselves, the 
M R ed itors have resorted to  the 
dodge o f churning th a t S ta lin ism  
and T ro tsky ism  (th e  persecutor 
and the v ic t im ) are —  tw ins. This 
is  n o t a w o rth y  procedure.

(3 ) The CP and the SW P are 
both Len in is ts , say the  MR

editors. B u t the CP preaches the 
crassest fo rm  o f c lass-collabora­
tion  by g iv in g  suppo rt to  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty . The SWP 
upholds the re vo lu tio n a ry  p ro ­
gram  o f independent class po­
lit ic a l action as a p rinc ip le . Len in  
fo r  h is p a r t  ta u g h t /that i t  was 
be traya l fo crass class lines in  
po lities  and guided the Com­
munist. In te rn a tio n a l on th a t basis 
du rin g  its  f irs t  five  years. Isn ’t  i t  
c lear th a t the SW P uphold® the 
princ ip led  pos ition  o f Lenin ism , 
w h ile  the  CP has no th in g  in  
common w ith  it?

( I )  W e disagree fundam enta lly  
w ith  the declaration o f the M R  
ed itors contained in the  phrase 
tha t w ha t they “ th in k  about the 
U n ited S tates —  inc lud ing  each 
and every p o lit ic a l p a rty  o r 
g roup ing in  th is  coun try  —  is 
com plete ly independent o f what, 
happens in the Soviet LInion.”  The 
Russian Revolution has dom inated 
the ¡radical movem ent in  th is  
country and every o th e r cou n try  
o f the w orld  since 1917.

T h is  was no accident. N o r was 
i t  due to im m a tu r ity  on the .part 
o f revo lu tiona ry  w orkers. The ex­
p lanation  fo r  the touchstone 
character o f the Russian question 
in  shaping every p o lit ic a l tendency 
is th is : The Russian R evolu tion 
was the f irs t  in  a pracess o f 
w o rld  revo lu tion . The develop­
m ent o f soc ia lis t the o ry  and 
practice Could on ly  proceed fro m  
the lessons o f th a t g re a t event. 
The w o rld  revo lu tiona ry  process 
could on ly  un fo ld  under the in ­
s p ira tio n  o f its  f ir s t  g re a t con­
quest.

The degeneration o f the Soviet 
Union th rew  a te rr ib le  b lig h t over 
the course o f the S oc ia lis t move­
ment. B u t-the , cure fo r  the  b lig h t  
is  no t to escape to an exclusive 
na tion a l v iew  —  as the M R p ro ­
pose® a t the same tim e i t  con­
tinues to apologize fo r  the K rem ­
lin  bureaucracy —  but defense o f 
Leninism  aga inst S ta lin ism . T h is  
has been and continues bo be the  
course o f the SWP.
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The Negro Struggle
------------------------  By W illiam Bundy ------------------------

White Citizens Councils Move North
The W hite Citizens Councils are moving 

N orth to  become a ra lly ing  point fo r many 
lily -w h ite  real estate associations and 
h itherto isolated racist groups throughout 
the country. The Chairman o f the W hite 
Citizens Councils o f Alabama, Dr. John H. 
W hitley, has announced plans to send 
speakers through the North to “ explain 
Southern views on racial segregation.”

O rville Hubbard, Mayor of Dearborn, the 
D etro it suburb where the giant Ford 
Rouge plant is located, last month made a 
statement which was featured on the fro n t 
page of the Montgomery Advertiser in 
Montgomery, Ala. Hubbard encouraged 
the Montgomery racists saying tha t he is 
fo r segregation “ one m illion per cent on 
a ll levels,”  and boasted tha t Dearborn 
allows no Negroes to live w ith in  its  c ity  
lim its.

Hubbard was also invited to a WCC 
meeting held A p ril 24 in  another D etro it 
suburb, Highland Park. He said he was 
“ sorry”  th a t he was unable to attend,-

The Alabama WCC attempted to place 
ads containing membership blanks in 
Dearborn and D etro it papers, but the ads 
have been refused. The Dearborn Inde­
pendent, however, printed a fu ll page ad 
containing a reprin t of an article from  
the A p ril 13 U.S. News and W orld Report 
entitled “ When Negroes Move N orth Many 
Problems of the South and Others Too, 
Come W ith  Them.”  The ad was clearly 
designed to bolster the Mayor's racist 
stand.

The WCC offensive comes a t a tim e

when D etro it is faced w ith  mounting un­
employment. There are over 150,000 un­
employed in  the c ity  now. The May 11 
U.S. News and W orld Report quotes a 
D etro it “ race relations au tho rity ”  as say­
ing “ in  the event o f economic recession, 
the bitterness and sharpness of the strug­
gle fo r employment w ill become a para­
mount politica l issue.”  This is fe rtile  soil 
fo r the b itte r seed of racism.

The UAW in D etro it has asked its mem­
bers to report WCC organizing activ ity  to 
union leaders. Local 600, whose thousands 
of Negro members work, but cannot live 
in  Dearborn, answered Hubbard w ith  a 
shockingly m ild resolution which simply 
“ reaffirm s the position o f the UAW and 
Local 600 on C ivil R ights.”  The resolution 
then lists other resolutions which have 
been passed previously. ~

But speeches and resolutions are not 
enough ! The Northern union movement is 
now faced w ith  a serious threat from  the 
growth and consolidation o f anti-union 
racist groups rig h t in  its  own back yard. 
The labor leaders are reaping the fru it of 
th e ir fa ilu re  to nip the WCC in the bud 
rig h t down South where it  originated. By 
the ir inaction, the “ labor statesmen”  have 
le ft the “ neutral”  and “ liberal”  whites in 
the South, and particu larly in  Southern 
unions to the tender mercies of WCC 
terrorists. They have failed to cement a 
strong alliance in  action w ith  the inspired 
Negro protest movement in  Montgomery. 
U n til they do, the WCC w ill continue to 
grow and threaten the union movement 
throughout the country.

. . .A D A  Convention
(Continued fro m  page 1)

on the ve ry  same day fo rm er 
G eorgia 'Governor Herm an E. T a l­
madge, who is slaited now to enter 
the  Senate where he w i l l  r iv a l 
Eastland as Am erica 's  leading 
rac is t, also came ou t fo r  Steven­
son. To round out the p ic tu re  o f 
opportun is ts  in  the  labo r and 
N egro  movements jo in in g  hands 
w ith  w h ite -suprem acist Talm adge 
in  support o f Stevenson, i t  should 
be noted the D a ily  W orke r (M ay 
14) ca rries  an ed ito ria l en thu­
s ia s tica lly  approv ing  the line  and 
actions o f the A D A  Convention.

The A D A ’s endorsements were
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ostensib ly based on the answers 
g iven by Stevenson, K efauver 
and H a rrim an  to  ten stooge ques­
tions subm itted to  them. T he ir 
answers were a lm ost identica l 
since the questions were drawn 
up in  a fash ion to  a llow  the 
candidates to s k ir t  the rea l issues 
w ith  lobe-rail genera lities. F o r ex­
ample, in re p ly  to  w hat he would 
do about school desegregation i f  
elected president, Stevenson said 
he would use h is  “ m om ! in ­
fluence”  to encourage compliance. 
Kefaiuvesr said he would use his 
“ good offices”  to  ge t the people 
to “ tailk the m a tte r  over ca lm ly, 
ju s t ly  and r ig h t ly . ”  A nd  H a r r i­
m an said he w ou ld  t r y  to  ra lly  
“ men and women o f good w ill to ­
ge ther”  to ta lk  o u t th e  problem .

A ll  three answers to  th is  ques­
tion  were m arked n o t on ly by the 
same vagueness bu t by the fa ilu re  
even to  prom ise any action to 
enforce the Supreme „C o u rt 's  
desegregation, decision.

S im ila r doub leta lk typ ifie d  the 
answers o f Stevenson, K efauver 
and H a rrim a n  to  a l l  the A D A ’s 
questions. A s the  New Y ork  
T im es (M ay  14) hum orously put 
it ,  the A D A  had the “ task of 
d is ting u ish in g  between a t it t le ,  
a jo t  and a s c in tilla .”

Wiith an eye to the com ing elec­
tions, the tenor o f the A D A  
speeches and resolutions was to 
b las t aw ay a t Eisenhower and to 
soft-pedal the fa ilu re  o f the 
Dem ocratic - con tro lled Congress 
on ei-vnl r ig h ts , p ro  - labo r and 
social leg is la tion . Thus the po­
li t ic a l reso lu tion  presented to  the 
convention dealt on ly  a m ild  slap 
on the  w r is t  to the  Democx-ait's 
Congressional record fo r  the past

two years. The New Y o rk  delega­
tion  attem pted to  s treng then th is  
c r it ic is m  o f the Democrats'. B u t 
its  reso lu tions were voted down.

The attem pted s tra teg y  o f 
Dem ocratic P a rty  leaders to avoid 
the c iv il r ig h ts  issue, wihich is so 
bedeviling them, was evident in 
T rum an 's message to  the conven­
tion . He lis ted three m a jo r issues 
fo r  the com ing e lection: fo re ign  
po licy, the a g r ic u ltu ra l depression 
and the g ro w in g  concentration of 
economic power. I t  is  no tew orthy 
tha t T rum an, who is being painted 
up today as the g reat champion 
o f N egro r ig h ts  (because his weak 
record looks alm ost s trong  com­
pared to  the cu rre n t re tre a t o f 
Stevenson et a l.) ,  no t on ly  did 
not l is t  c iv il r ig h ts  as a m a jo r 
issue, bu t gave mere passing men­
tion  o f i t  in  his message.

O the r notable fea tu res o f the 
convention were the speeches o f 
U A W  P resident W a lte r Reuther 
and N 'AACP head Roy W ilk ins . 
Both re flected the  pressure from  
the ranks o f th e ir  organ izations. 
Reuther d w e lt on the la y o ffs  in  
the auto p lan ts  and denounced 
General M otors fo r  its  “ scandal­
ous”  S2,543,000.000 p ro fit  las t 
year. W ilk in s  was s tronger than 
o ther speakers in  c r it ic is m s  and 
w arn ings to the Democrats on the 
c iv il r ig h ts  issue. He did no t go 
as fair, however, as to suggest 
supporting  the Republicans. When 
he was quoted to  th is  e ffe c t a 
month ago, E leanor Roosevelt, 
N a tiona l H onorary  Chairm an o f 
the A D A . handed in  her resigna­
tion fro m  the N A A C P  BoaTd o f 
D irectors. W ilk in s  then back­
tracked and M rs. Roosevelt 
reconsidered he r resignation .

Just Published 
in English

NEGROES^
ON THE 

MARCH
A Frenchman’s Report 
on the American Negro 

Struggle
By Daniel Guerin

“ The most pa in s ta k ing  a ttem pt 
to analyze race re la tions in  the 
U.S.”  —  P hylon Magazine

192 pages $1.50

O rder from

PIONEER PUBLISHERS
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

New Y o rk  3, N . Y .

INTER - RACIAL 
RESORT

Opens June 15th
•

Child rens Camp 
Opens Ju ly  1st 

•
70 M iles from  New Y o rk

•
Accomimodations in  p riva te  

cabin-s o r modern lodge. Sw im ­
m in g  in  our p riva te  pond. A ll 
summer ac tiv itie s . Delicious 
food.

Special Rates fo r  Groups

Send fo r  Free C ircu la r
•

Mountain Spring Camp 
RD No. 1 

Washington, N. J.
Telephone: M u rra y  9-1352

America’s 
Road to 
Socialism

by
JAMES P. CANNON

80 pages 35 cents
Oxder fiom

Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.

VOLUME XX MONDAY, M A Y 21, 1956 NUMBER 21

...MIA DIGS IN FOR LONG BATTLE
(C ontinued from  page 1)

to be used to  aid the Southern 
equal , r ig h ts  figh te rs , inc lud ing  
the M ontgom ery com m unity. (See 
lead s to ry  in  th is  issue.)

W h ile  rank and f ile  pressure 
has fin a lly  moved the top union 
leadership to  take th is  -progres­
sive step, the action was blunted 
the nex t day, M ay 15, when David 
Dubinsky, P resident o f the 
ILG'WTU announced union plans 
to raise a- §3 m illio n  fund  to  sup­
p o rt the Democrats in  the coming 
election.

Regardless o f the top labor 
leaders’ cla im s th e ir  support to 
the Dem ocratic P a rty  serves on ly  
to strengthen the ve ry  people tha t 
the new ly  fo rm ed C iv il R igh ts  
Com m ittee is supposed to  be he lp­
in g  to- f ig h t nam ely, the 
Southern w h ite  supremacists.

W ith  the w ith d ra w a l o f Senator 
George o f Georgia, Herm an T a l­
madge is slated to become, the 
ran k in g  ra c is t in  the  U.S. Senate. 
On the basis o f Dem ocratic P a rty  
con tro l o f  the Senate, Talm adge 
along w ith  Eastland and the 
o ther unspeakable rac is ts  w i l l  use 
th e ir  Congressional power as a 
lega l club, in  th e ir  in fam ous 
s trugg le  against c iv il r ig h ts .

W h ite  suprem acist Talm adge 
has endorsed the “ m oderate”  
Dem ocratic pres identia l asp irant, 
Adlan Stevenson. A l l  o f Steven­
son’s com petitors fo r  the  nom ina­
tion  share his fundam enta l view, 
regardless o f the vote - catch ing 
lip  service they m ay pay to equal 
r ig h ts  d u rin g  Election tim e. I t  is 
enough to po in t ou t th a t evei-y 
one o f the Dem ocratic contenders 
have declared th e ir  re fusa l to  use

the power o f the Presidency to 
enforce the U.S. C onstitu tion  in 
the South. A ll o f them  preach, in  
one fo rm  or ano the r the  k ind  o f 
p ro -rac is t “ m odera tion”  th a t led 
to Talm adge’s support o f Steven­
son.

LA B O R -N E G R O  U N IT Y
On M ay 24 a  g ia n t ra l ly  w ill be 

held in  New Y o rk 's  Madison 
Square Garden in  support o f the 
fro n t- lin e  c iv il r ig h ts  ftghtex-s. I t  
is sponsored by  pow erfu l labor 
and N egro o rgan iza tions. The 
m eeting w il l  symbolize the g rea t 
power inhe ren t in such an a lliance 
o f the two m ost progressive 
forces in  Am erica. Such an 
alliance between labor and the 
Negro people m ust be cemented 
on a  perm anent basis in  the 
South.

This can be done by a de ter­
mined Southern un ion iza tion  drive  
conducted on a  com ple te ly in ­
tegra ted basis. Such a drive  would 
s p e ll the  doom o f the  W h ite  
C itizens Councils, w h ich represents 
the open shop as fu l ly  as i t  does 
oppression o f the  Negro people.

T ha t Southern w h ite  w orkers 
can be ra illie d  to the program  o f 
non - Jim  Crow unionism  was 
dem onstrated in  the epic battles 
th a t gave rise to  the C IO . T hou­
sands o f pre judiced Southern 
wh ites in  Detro it, and o ther c ities 
learned the  need fo r  iix te rrac ia l 
s o lid a rity  on the p icket lines and 
in the organizatioxi drives.

Ins tead  o f us ing the l-esou.rces 
o f the union movement to bo lster 
the p a rty  th a t houses its  sworn 
enemies, the un ion leaders, along 
w ith  the N egro  leaders, should

tu rn  la bo r’s energies to the 
bu ild ing  o f a g re a t new po litica l 
power in th is  country —  a labor 
p a rty  based on the unions and 
the o rgan iza tions o f the Negro 
people.

Consider the problem  con fro n t­
in g  Montgomex-y’s equal r ig h ts  
figh te rs : W ith  in sp ir in g  u n ity  and 
so lid a rity  they have b u ilt  an o r ­
ganized movem ent capable o f 
c r ip p lin g  a po w erfu l bus com­
pany. They have remained solid 
in  the face o f persecution. Y e t the 
fa c t is they  are lim ite d  in  th e ir  
s tragg le  as long as i t  is confined 
to the  boyco tt weapon.

A t  recent m eetings o f the M IA . 
the membership has been urged to 
use its  p o litica l s treng th ; to 
re g is te r -and vote. B u t none o f 
the leaders can -tell them  whom 
they  should vote fo r. The Demo­
crats are dedicated to  w h ite  
supremacy and, to the degree they 
ex is t there, so too are the Re­
publicans. I f  M ontgom ery were 
com plete ly unionized on an in ­
tegra ted basis and i f  th a t un ited 
movem ent had a po litica l p a rty  
o f its  ow n —  candidates o f its  
own choosing and belie fs —  
wouldn’t  th a t supply the ex tra  
power to fo rce  -the racists speedily 
to come to term s?

Extend th a t p ic tu re  over the 
en tire  South. Add the N o rth  and 
W est. W ould no t th is  be an in ­
v inc ib le  force? Is it. realizable? 
Yes. A ll th a t is  required is the 
recogn ition  by the ranks o f labor 
and the N egro  people tha t th is  
is the on ly road fo rw a rd  and then 
some firm  pressure on th e ir  lead­
ers to force them  to head up 
th a t road.

A uto Recession 
Raises Issue of 
"30 -fo r-4o "

By Ben Haines
NEW YORK, May 14 — The growing crisis in the 

auto and farm  equipment industry was dramatized last 
week by a one day shutdown o f all General Motors
assembly p lan ts in the country. 
Th is is the  f i r s t  tim e since the 
economic recession preceding the 
Korean w a r th a t the b iggest 
producer in the auto in du s try  
closed a ll its  assembly p lan ts fo r  
a one day production “ ho liday” —  
w ith o u t pay.

Accord ing to  the  M ay 14 W a ll 
S tree t Jou rna l, p roduction o f 
new cars fe ll la s t week 40% be­
low  the to ta l produced in  the 
same week in  1955. W ith  cars in 
the dealers, hands now exceeding 
900,000, orders are being slashed 
w ith  add itiona l production cu t­
backs in  prospect a t the fa c ­
tories.

As a resu lt o f 12,000 ad d ition ­
al la yo ffs  la s t week the o ff ic ia l 
unem ploym ent f ig u re  haR risen 
to 148,000. The unem ploym ent 
figu res, however, are based on 
a survey o f on ly  th ree-quarters 
o f the to ta l num ber o f auto 
w orkers employed in seven 
states. I f  the figu res  fo r  the re ­
m a in ing  one-quarter were a v a il­
able the num ber o f unemployed 
w orkers would most lik e ly  be 
closer to  the to ta l o f 200,000 re ­
ported by the U n ited  A utom obile  
W orkers U n ion last week.

None o f the fig u re s  on unem­
ploym ent in the auto and fa rm  
im plem ent fie ld  take in to  consid­
era tion  the tem po ra ry  shu t­
downs which are m ounting  in 
num ber and are becom ing a re g ­
u la r practice. N o r do the figu res  
take in to  account the tens o f 
thousands o f auto w orkers  who 
have been on a reduced work 
schedule fo r  extended periods o f 
tim e. These w orkers  have, in 
e ffec t, the sho rte r w o rk  week. 
W hat they do no t have is the 
fu l l  week’s pay.

W O R KER S A R E  V IC T IM S
On M ay 12 the N  Y . Tjfngs 

reported th a t U A W  president 
W a lte r P. Reuther had express­
ed anew his concern over u n ­
em ploym ent in  th e  autom obile 
indus try . “ The auto w orkers now 
on la y o ff,”  declared Reuther, 
“ are v ic tim s  o f irresponsib le  
scheduling o f production by the 
autom obile in du s try , and in  p a rt 
at least o f the insane compete- 
t ive  s trugg le  in  1955 when high 
pressure se lling  chopped a huge 
chunk ou t o f the 1956 m arke t.”

W hat R euther says is common­
place knowledge among the auto 
workers. The production sched­
ules and h igh-pressure sales 
methods led to  a back-breaking 
SDeedup in  the p lan ts and to

cu t-th ro a t com petition which sa t­
urated the m arke t w ith  cars on 
long -te rm  cred it schemes.

P ro fit-h u n g ry  greed has a l­
ways m otiva ted the px-oduction 
plans o f the auto barons w ith  
cynical disx*egard fo r  the day to 
day needs o f the w orkers. A u to  
w o ike rs  have never been able to 
achieve any degree o f security  
precisely because the  m oney-grub­
b ing corpora tions ax-e unable and 
u n w illin g  to plan production to 
meet the w orkers needs. T h e ir 
production  methods have px-e- 
c ip ita ted  one cris is  a fte r  another. 
H A R D E S T  H IT

The D e ti-o it area has been 
hardest h it  by the auto la yo ffs ! 
A n o th e r 5,000 wore added to 
the  unem ploym ent x-ole in  th a t 
ai'ea la s t week to boost thé 
to ta l to 125,000. The pers is ten t 
character o f the unem ploym ent 
problem  in M ich igan is apparent 
by the la i'ge to ta l o f unem ploy­
m ent compensation exhaustions. 
•The M ay 10 M ich igan CIO News 
reports  “ th a t exhaustions du rin g  
A p r i l to ta lled  over 5,000 fo r  the 
second m onth in a row. Since the 
beg inn ing  o f the yea r some 17,- 
000 wox-kers have fin ished  col­
le c ting  th e ir  unem ploym ent com­
pensation bene fits  and are s t i l l  
jobless.”

M oun ting  la yo ffs  and reduced 
income due to sho rt w o rk  week5 
lias given a new v ig o r to the 
demand fo r  a reduction in  hours 
w ith  no 1-eduction in pay, popu­
la r ly  known as “ 30-for-40”  
among the auto w o rkers  across 
the country . Thousands o f x-ank- 
and -file  auto w orkers along w ith  
many local union o ffic ia ls  sensi­
t iv e  to th e ir  needs, are ra is ing  
the demand fo r  a 30-hour week 
w ith  40-hours pay as the answer 
to the  g ro w in g  c ris is  in  auto:

The U A W  find s  its e lf  tied  up 
w ith  a long term  three-year 
agreement th a t does not exp ire 
u n til 1958. A  num ber o f auto 
locals th roughou t the country 
are dem anding tha t the agree­
ment be reopened. From  the fa r  
west in  C a lifo rn ia  to the east­
ern seabord in  New Jersey, 
Southgate Local 216 and Linden 
Local 595, have called upon the 
U A W  In te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive  
Board to invoke the p rinc ip le  o f 
the “ liv in g  agreem ent,”  and ne­
go tia te  a new con tract.

In  each case, placed a t the 
head o f the lis t,  is the demand 
fo r  a 30-hour week a t 40-houi-s 
pay.

The Asphalt Jungle Moves in on the Trees

Subscribe!
Start your subscription now. Clip the coupon and mail it 

in today. Send $1.50 for six months subscription or $3 for a full 
year to The Militant, 116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y.

Street ............... — - —„ — „— -  Zone —„—

City - ........ ..................................— State ™ ......................

□  $1.50 Six months Q  $3.00 Full year [J  New Q  Renewal

Book - A - Month 
Plan

Fettered Freedom
A Discussion of 
C ivil Liberties 

and
Slavery in the U.S.

(1830 to 1860)
By Russel B. Nye 

Published at 84.00 
Special p r ic e ,

$ 1.00
(p lus 15c. m a ilin g  charge) 

Payments m ust accompany 
order 

•
P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S  

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, New York

By Joyce Cowley 
The New Y’o rk  C ity  P ark De­

pa rtm ent sent ou t a cheerfu l press 
release the o the r day announcing 
tha t trees and shrubs are blossom­
in g  at la s t and “ no section o f 
Centra l P a rk  w ill be w ith o u t some 
co lo rfu l s ign o f sp ring .”

1 ju s t  inspected an area th a t ’s 
a  notable exception, where the 
branicihcs o f  fa lle n  trees lie  on 
churned up mud. This is the scene 
o f the con trovers ia l fence th a t 
w ent up recenitly between the 
hours o f  m id n ig h t and dawn. 
P ark  employes h u rr ie d ly  drove 
steel pipes in to  the gx-ound. 
enclosing h a lf axx acx-e o f grass 
axxd trees.

One o f the men to ld  a repo rte r 
they had “ order-s fro m  the boss”  
not to g ive  th e ir  names o r any 
in fo rm a tio n  about th e ir  actions. 
By 7 A .M ., a sizeable police force 
burned up to stand guard  b y  the 
fence “ in  case o f any disturbance 
which m ig h t in te rfe re  w ith  the 
w o rk .”

F o r tw o weeks, a group o f 
mothex'S had been “ in te r fe r in g ”  
w ith  P a rk  Com m issioner Moses’ 
plan to  tu rn  th is  p lay  area in to  
an 80-car p a rk in g  lo t  fox- patrons 
o f Tavern - on - the - Green. They 
fin s t appealed to h im  to recons id er," 
po in ting  ou t th a t  th is  h a lf  - acre 
was close to a p layg round fo r  
sm all ch ildren and px-ovided safe 
recreation fo r  the o lde r ones.

I l ls  answer was a bulldozer 
which appeared the next m orn ing  
and started  leve ling  the ground. 
M others and ch ild ren  qu ick ly  
placed themselves in  its  path, 
w ith  dogs and baby caxriages 
f il l in g  in gaps in the line. F o r a 
week they a rrived  a t 8 A .M . and 
m ainta ined th e ir  blockade.

H A V E  “ P A T IE N C E ”
Monday, the m others sent a 

de legation to C ity  H a ll fo r  a 
conference w ith  D epu ty  M ayor 
Theobald. He to ld  them  to  have

“ confidence and patience, espe­
c ia lly  in  the l ig h t  o f the past 
record o f our P a rk  Commissioner.

W hen the m others a rrived  
Tuesday m orn ing  at 8 A .M ., they 
saw the fence and the  bu lldozer 
at w o rk  behind it .  They surged 
fo rw a rd  bu t were blocked by the 
line  o f police. O u r Police Dept, is 
sometimes accused o f negligence 
but i t  was ce rta in ly  on the job at 
Centra l P ark . I t  took a to ta l o f 
31 o f New Y o rk ’s finest inc lud ing 
an inspector and a couple o f 
captains, to  stop the mothers.

One o f them  fo u g h t her wiay 
thidough and tr ie d  to puish down 
the fence, b u t they pu lled her 
back.

A ga in , when the  workm en 
started chopping down trees, the 
m others made a rush fo r  them, 
b u t policemen linked  th e ir  arms 
to fo rm  a barricade and the trees 
w ent down —  a t least a dozen 
were destroyed th a t day, inc lud­
in g  several o f a ra re  type th a t 
cannot be replaced.

W HO SE P A R K ?
The m others, determ ined to 

defend every square fo o t o f p lay  
space in  New  Y o rk ’s  jung le  o f 
steel and asphalt, h ired  a la w ye r 
and w en t in to  cou rt where they 
argued th a t pa rk  fa c ilit ie s  should 
be designed fo r  a il o f the people. 
A restau ran t, they  m ainta ined, 
where ham burger and beer comes 
to  $4.50 does n o t m eet th is  
requirem ent.

“ I t  m atte rs  no t,”  the opposing 
law yer said, “ th a t Tavern-on-the- 
Green caters to  those o f sub­
s ta n tia l means w ill in g  to  spend 
more than the  price  o f a ho t 
dog o r sandw ich in  an env iron­
ment and se ttin g  tha t a ffo rds 
them a source o f pleasure and 
recreation to  the same extent th a t 
recreation and pleasure would be 
a ffo rded  to  those o f low er means 
by the purchase o f a ho t dog o r 
ice cream cone in  pa rk  areas.”

H e  concluded th a t  executives, I

too. had a r ig h t  to  the pa rk . The 
prices quoted w ould make it an 
exclusive r ig h t  to th is  particular 
Spot.

The judge granted a tem porary 
in junc tion  th a t stopped the w o rk  
u n t il a hearing  the  fo llo w in g  
week. A dd itiona l support came 
fro m  tw o c ity  councilm en who 
b rough t the m a tte r before the 
Council’s C ity  A f fa ir s  Com m ittee. 
Moses did not a ttend the m eeting 
because, he said, he had “ con­
s tru c tiv e ”  w ork to do.

Councilm an Isaacs charged th a t 
Moses made a deal w ith  the con­
cessionaries th a t “ bypassed a ll 
au tho rities  and is a burden on the 
cap ita l expense budget o f the 
c ity .”  The T ave rn  w i l l  pay about 
$600,000 fo r  the present im p rove­
ments but w ill recover most o f i t  
in  reduced ren t.

( I t  was naither d if f ic u lt  to get 
th is  in fo rm a tio n  because S tu a rt 
Constable, Moses’ ch ie f assistant., 
refused to  g ive any figures. When 
he was asked why, he said: “ Just 
because I ’an stubborn and w on’t  
g ive i t  ou t.” )

“ LO O S E LY  D R A W N ”
Over a period o f seven years, 

the Tavern grossed $5,866,861, o f 
which the c ity  received $94,486, 
which is 1.6% a lthough the con­
tract. calls fo r  5%. T h is was ex­
plained by D eputy C ontro lle r 
Cohen (o u r elected o ffic ia ls  are 
a lways somewhere else). He 
called i t  a “ loosely drawn agree­
m ent.”  M ayo r W agner, back on 
the job. said he saw no ir re g u ­
la r it ie s  in  the arrangem ent.

M'oses fin a lly  answered his 
c ritic s  in  a fu r io u s  e ig h t-p a g e  
document in. which he complained 
th a t: “ We have been subjected to 
a flood  o f un p rin tab le  b illin g s ­
gate, th rea ts  o f violence from  
crackpots s tirre d  up by  fa lse 
ins inuations . . . even th a t  the 
Comimissioner is re la ted to  a con­
cessionaire”  (M aybe the y ’re no t 
blood re la tives , b u t in  s p ir it

Moses and the concessionaires are 
ce rta in ly  members o f one fa m ily ) .

He concluded by saying th a t he 
was happy to  be leav ing  New 
Y ork  fo r  a “ breath o f fresh a ir .”  
He sailed fo r  a four-w eeks vaca­
tion in Spain.

Most o f us, who are not in  a 
position to  trave l 3,000 m iles and 
who m igh t no t consider the  a ir  
in  F ranco’s ;Spain p a r tic u la r ly  
wholesome, a re  s t i l l  in terested in  
the grass and shade trees o f 
C entra l P ark.

A s Moses was sa iling . Judge 
H o fs tad te r. who likes trees h im ­
self, issued an in jun c tion  th a t 
ha lts  w o rk  u n t il the m others' 
pe titio n  fo r  a perm anent in ju n c ­
tion  is b rough t to  tr ia l.  He said 
i t  was questionable w hethe r “ a 
half-acx-e o f p a rk  Land, shrubbery 
and trees —  used by older 
children and im m ed ia te ly  adjacent 
to a more fo rm a! p layground fo r  
youngsters —  m ay be .sacrificed to 
a contem plated use o f compounded 
dubiety, i.e., xxxore p a rk in g  space 
fo r  an en larged cockta il lounge 
fo r  a plush res tau ran t.”

The m others held a victoi-y 
celebx-ation in  the pa rk , b u t i t  
seems to have been prem ature . 
Moses took o f f  w ith  a fina l s ta te ­

m erit th a t he would f ig h t th is  
the las t court, and the G ity  A d ­
m in is tra tio n  announced th a t i t  
does n o t th in k  Judge H o fs fa d te r 
bad a u th o r ity  to issue the in ­
ju nc tio n  and i t  w i l l  be appealed 
to a h igher court..

M others who started  so lic itin g  
funds fo r  the cou rt f ig h t were 
stopped by police because they  
d idn ’t  have a license o*r the r ig h t  
size Am erican f la g  three by fo u r  
fee t.) They are now shopping 
fo r  f lag s  and m aking  plans fo r  
a fund cam paign. One o f them  
said:

“ We’l l  r in g  doorbells and see to 
it  tha t no m ember o f the c ity  
a d m in is tra tion  could be elected 
dog-catchcr.”

As the A d m in is tra tio n  plans to 
take the fig lift to the courts and 
the m others prepare to take i t  to 
the people o f New  Y o rk , the 
disputed ha lf-acre  rem ains a no- 
m an’s-land. The w o rk  is ha lted 
b u t the fexxce rem ains. This 
devastated s tre tch  o f  e a rth  is 
bleak tes tim ony to the values o f 
a society where p a rk in g  lo ts  fox- 
pa trons o f a swank cockta il 
lounge are m ore im p o rta n t than 
p laygrounds fo r  ch ildren.
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