
By George Lavan
James Kutcher, the legless veteran, who has been 

fighting the witchhumters for eight years, won another 
important legal victory on April 20. The Court of Appeals 
in  W ashington, D.C. handed down 
a 2-1 decision tea ring  the gov- 
emme-nt’s case against Kutcher 
to ta tte rs .

Newspapers th roughout the 
coun try  gave p rom inen t coverage 
to the story and predicted tha t 
K u tche r would now go t back h it 
job  in the Newark branch o f \h<
Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  and over 
$20,000 in back pay.

L E G A L  M E A N IN G
Im p o rta n t legal po in ts in th t 

decision o f the second-highest 
count in  the coun try , w e re ; (1)
R eaffirm ed its  1952 ru lin g  in th t 
K u tcher case th a t membership 
in the S oc ia lis t W orkers P arty  
“ could no t constitu te  a va lid  
reason fo r  d ism issa l;”  (2 ) That 
K utoher was record ing secre ta rj 
o f the N ew ark SW P branch “ wa 
not a reason nor, standing alone 
even an im p o rta n t de ta il o f the 
reasons fo r  d ism issa l;”  called ; 
charge o f general rad ica l asso­
c ia tion  “ w h o lly  vague.”

Specifica lly the court fount 
K u tche r’s f ir in g  illeg a l because 
the reasons given by the govern­
ment did not prove o r had no 
bearing on the charges. In  so 
do ing the court took a step im ­
po rtan t fo r  the protection o f all 
veterans and fo r  c iv il libe rties  i r  
general. 'I t  breathed some l i f t  
back in to  laws passed to protect 
governm ent employes. I ln d c r the 
assault o f the “ lo y a lty ”  purge 
the p ro tective  passages o f these 
laws had become dead le tte rs .

The cou rt held th a t tihe f i l in g  
Oif K u tcher had been in v io la tion  
o f the Veterans Preference Act 
o f 1944, which applies to veterans 
in  c iv il service jobs. Th is act 
provides th a t a veteran in govern­
m ent em ploy “ sha ll have a t least 
th ir t y  days’ advance w ritte n  
notice . . . stalling any and a ll 
reasons, specifica lly and in detail, 
fo r  any such proposed [rem ova l] 
action.”  A na lyz ing  the find ings O’ 
tflie V A  Lo ya lty . Board o f A p ­
peals^ the cou rt declared th a t the 
reasons adduced in  i t  d id not. 
correspond t.o the charges again«.:
Kutcher. He there fore  had been 
deprived of his r ig h ts  under the 
above-cited law  and could not 
have antic ipa ted , fro m  the charges 
served on him , how to prepare 
his defense.

REASO NS K E P T  SECR ET
On these grounds alone the 

C ourt o f Appeals ruled in  K u t­
cher’s favo r. B u t in  add ition  to 
th is  the judges added another 
te ll in g  b low  a t the prosecution’s 
case. The long re p o rt o f the 
L o y a lty  Board o f Appeals in 1953 
w h ich  pu rpo rted  to g ive the 
reasons fo r  Ku'tohcr’s f ir in g  was 
never given to K utcher. He and 
¡his. la w ye r f irs t  saw i t  when the 
governm ent in troduced i t  as an 
exh ib it in the present proceeding 
in the federa l d is tr ic t  court.

Th is is the docum ent which con­
ta ins  the attacks on K u tcher and 
the SW P tha t the cou rt declared 
irre leva n t to the  charges. Some 
o f the choice item s in  i t  are : 
“ K u tche r said under oath he 
would not report to the F B I a 
member o f the Communist 
P a r ty ;”  K u tche r made a speech in 
which he re fe rred  to  Lenin, the 
program  o f the SW P; 18 SWP 
leaders were convicted under the 
Sm ith  A c t in  1941, etc.

Iln N ew ark James K utcher 
declared he was “ ready, w ill in g
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and able”  to go back to w ork as 
soon as the V A  got in touch w ith  
h im . He to ld  reporte rs  th a t he con­
sidered the decision not on ly  a 
personal v ind ica tion  b u t an im ­
p o rta n t v ic to ry  fo r  c iv il libe rties .

As ye t the V A  has made no 
move. Techn ica lly  the Departm ent 
o f Justice can appeal the decision 
to the Supreme Court. General 
consensus among law yers was 
th a t the governm ent would lose in 
the. h igh  cou rt even i f  the latter- 
consented to  hear the case. A t  
any rate, the D epartm ent o f 
Justice has 90 diaiys fro m  the  date 
o f the decision in which to appeal. 
A no ther p o ss ib ility  is th a t the 
governm ent w ill t r y  w h a t i t  did 
last tim e K u tcher won in  the 
C ourt o f Appeals. I t  w il l pretend 
to com ply w ith  the decision by re ­
in s ta tin g  h im  and re -fir in g  him  
sim ultaneously. Such action would 
make a ll the more g la r in g  the 
vindictiveness w ith  w h ich the 
governm ent w itch -hun te rs  have 
persecuted the legless vet.

CP CASES
C e rta in ly  persecution o f K u t­

cher has been long and ing lo rious 
F irs t his job was taken; next 
came the a ttem p t to ev ic t him 
and his parents fro m  a low-cost 
federal housing p ro ject; then his 
pension was stopped. Public in ­
d ignation forced the w itch  hunters 
to restore his pension. Th is 
precedent should encourage all 
friends o f c iv il libe rties  t.o press 
fo r  res to ra tion  o f the pensions of 
W ellm an, Thompson and K Ion sky. 
disabled Com m unist p a rty  v e t­
erans whose pensions were a r­
b itra r ily  taken away by the w itch  
hunters in the V A .

The public ou tcry  tha t would 
resu lt i f  the V A  tr ie s  to evade 
g iv in g  K u tcher back his job is in ­
dicated by an e d ito r ia l in  the 
New Y ork  Post (A p r i l  24) ca lling  
on the governm ent to “ concede 
defeat in its  long and ing lo rious 
w a r" against the legless veteran.

Soviet Law Journal Assails 
Stalin ‘Confession’ System
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------[y ---------------------------------------------------------------

Attack Helps Confirm 
Exposure of Moscow 
Trials as Frame-ups

44We Have Been N a u g h t! We S ha ll Be A l l ! ”

NEW YORK MAY DAY MEETING

“The Stalin Frame-Up System 
And the Moscow Trials”
Hear the Trotskyist Analysis 
Of the End of the Stalin Cult

SPEAKERS:
•  Joseph Hansen —  Form er Secretary (o Leon T ro tsky

•  Farrell Dobbs __  Socialist W orkers P a rty  Candidate fo r  President

•  Myra Tanner Weiss —  Socialist W orkers P a rty  Candidate fo r  V ice-President

Heor Trotsky Speak
A recording of bis English speech fo the Tenth Anniversary 

Celebration of the American Trotskyist Movement

May 1, Tuesday, 8:00 P.M.
YUGOSLAV HALL 405 West 41st St. (Near 9th Ave.)

Auspices: New Y ork  Local, Socialist W orkers  P a rty , A Lgonqu in  5-7852

Pow er o f Mass A c tio n  
Shown by M on tgom ery

Bv C. Thomas
A U.S. Supreme Court de­

cision announced A p r i l 24, firs t 
in te rp re ted  as a sweeping edict 
banning segregation in in tra s ta te  
transp o rta tio n , was la te r revealed 
to be o f much more lim ited  
character. The decision came on 
a case in v o lv in g  bus segregation 
in Colum bia, South Carolina. In ­
stead o f ru lin g  on the con s titu ­
tion a l question o f segregation 
the Supreme Court re turned the 
case to the low er court on the 
basis o f a techn ica lity  invo lv ing  
proper procedure.

A ltho ug h  m aking a correction 
o f th e ir  f irs t in te rp re ta tio n  of 
the cou rt order, the New Y ork  
T im es pointed ou t th a t: “ Few 
doubted, however, tha t the long- 
range e ffe c t would be —  as ap­
praised when the c o u rt’s terse 
order was announced —  to de­
m olish the la s t bu lw a rk  o f rac ia l 
segregation in the fie ld o f public 
tra n sp o rta tio n .”

R AC ISTS D E F Y  CO URT
This op in ion was confirmed by 

the reaction o f bus line  opera­
to rs  “ in  a t least th irtee n  c itie s ”  
in the South who im m edia te ly 
announced they would no longer 
enforce race segregation on then- 
buses. The N a tiona l C ity  Lines, 
owners and operators o f the bus 
Line in M ontgom ery, Alabam a, 
jo ined in the announcement. 
W hereupon the Police Com m is­
sioner o f M ontgom ery declared 
tha t “ bus d rive rs  who perm itted  
desegregation on th e ir  buses 
would be prosecuted. And, he 
added, “ any passenger who m ixes 
w ith  tihe opposite [race ] on buses 
would face a rre s t.”

I t  was the a rres t o f M rs. Rosa 
Parks fo r  v io la tion  o f the c ity ’s 
bus segregation ordinance th a t 
set o f f  the M ontgom ery bus p ro ­
test movement, now in its  20th 
week. F o llow ing  a m eeting o f

the M ontgom ery Im provem ent 
Association, which is leading the 
bus protest action, its  president 
the Rev. D r. M a rt in  L u th e r K in g  
Jr., stated tha t the pro test move­
ment would continue u n til the 
o rig in a l demands were met.

These demands are three in 
num ber: (1 ) Passengers to  be 
seated on a f irs t  come f irs t  serve 
basis. (2 ) A n end to the prac­
tice by bus d rive rs  o f in su ltin g  
and abusing Negro passengers. 
(3 ) The h ir in g  o f Negro d rive rs  
on buses serv ic ing  predom inantly  
Negro routes.

The M ontgom ery bus pro test 
action has th row n  a real scare 
in to  the p ro fit-h u n g ry  bus opera­
tors o f the J im  Crow South. They 
derive a la rge  p a rt o f th e ir  in ­
come from  the fa res paid by 
Negro passengers. The owners o f 
N a tiona l C ity  Lines squealed like  
stuck hogs when th e ir  revenue 
was cut more than h a lf by the 
re fusa l o f the N egro com m unity 
in M ontgom ery to ride the J im  
Crow buses.

To recompense them fo r  th e ir  
loss the c ity  au tho ritie s  raised 
bus fares by 50r 'c. B ut th is  in ­
crease did no t compensate fo r  
the loss o f Negro riders. The 
Southern bus operators fea r the 
extension o f the M ontgom ery 
action which h its  them  where i t  
hu rts  the most —  in the pocket- 
book.

FEAR  IT  W IL L  SP R E A D
“ W ith  few  exceptions,”  com­

ments an a rtic le  in the N .Y . Post 
on the Supreme C ourt bus deci­
sion, “ Southern bus companies 
appeared eager to do away w ith  
segregation. The issue always 
has been troublesome to them 
and, as in  M ontgom ery, i t  has 
led to economic losses.

“ The bus companies have been 
fe a rfu l fo r  weeks,”  the repo rt 
continues, “ th a t the boycott

movement m ig h t spread to other 
cities. Hence, they have seized 
on the Supreme C ourt ru ling , 
technical though i t  is, to do away 
w ith  J im  C row ism .”

The da ily  press reports  tha t in 
-some sections o f the South where 
the c ity  or s tate governm ent has 
re fra ined from  in te rven ing , the 
pa tte rn  o f bus segregation was 
abandoned. The A p r i l 25 N .Y . 
T im es carried a fro n t page p ic ­
ture o f a N o rfo lk , Va., bus 
showing w h ite  and colored pas­
sengers s it t in g  side by side. The 
Times lis ts  a few more V irg in ia  
and N o rth  C arolina c ities  in 
which bus in te g ra tio n  is slated 
to go in to  e ffec t and then adds: 
“ No im m ediate m ixed r id in g  ap­
peared in  prospect, however, in 
m ost o f the c ities in tho Deep 
South.”  '

On the con tra ry , c ity  and state 
governm ent o ffic ia ls  o f the Deep 
South, snorted th e ir  defiance o f 
the U n ited States Supreme C ourt 
and its  desegregation ru lings. 
T h e ir a tt itu d e  was voiced by 
Gov. M a rv in  G r if f in  o f Georgia, 
notorious J im  Crow p ra c titio n e r, 
who declared:

“ We shall oppose th is  la test 
decision ju s t  as we are res is ting  
the decision in the school deseg­
regation case by a ll legal means.”  
The phrase “ legal means”  is 
th row n in to cloak the cam paign 
o f in tim id a tio n  and te rro r, waged 
w ith  the blessing o f the au tho r­
ities, by the thugs o f the W hite  
C itizens Councils.

In M ontgom ery the c ity  o ff i­
cials refuse to yie ld  in  th e ir  de­
term ination  to hold the segrega­
tion line. W hen the N a tiona l C ity  
L ines announced i t  was prepared 
to com ply w ith  the la w  o f the 
land as in te rp re ted  by  the h ig h ­
est ju d ic ia l a u th o rity , the c ity  
f a t h e r s  threatened reprisa ls

(Continued on page 4)

LE O N  TR O TS K Y

By Joseph Hansen
The Kremlin magazine Soviet State and Law has 

denounced the practice, prevalent in the Soviet Union 
under Stalin, of basing convictions in court on mere con­
fessions. In  the issue th a t ap -® — ——— ---------- -------------------------—■
peared A p r i l 22 i t  s ingled out 
A ndre i Y. V ish insky, m ain pros­
ecutor in  the Moscow Fram e-U p 
T ria ls , fo r  attack, accusing him 
o f having developed the infam ous 
system o f “ p ro v in g " g u ilt  by 
confession.

On the same day Pravda men­
tioned A lexei Ivanovich Rykov 
w ith o u t the slanderous invective 
usua lly  attached by the S ta lin ­
is ts  to his name. Rykov was one 
o f the main v ic tim s  in  the M arch 
19.38 Moscow 'Fram e-U p T r ia l 
who “ confessed”  to a ll the m on­
strous charges cooked up by 
S ta lin 's  secret po litica l police 
th a t were levelled a t the defen­
dants by V ish insky.

These tw o actions portend, a: 
m a jo r concession by the S ta lin ­
is t  bureaucracy —  acknow ledg­
m ent o f the fa ls i ty  o f the purge 
tr ia ls . I f  th a t concession is ac tu­
a lly  granted, i t  would seem im ­
possible fo r  the bureaucracy to 
avoid re h a b ilita tin g  the names of 
Leon T ro ts k y  and Leon Sedov to 
one degree or another.

A D M IT  S T A L IN ’S C R IM E S
T his  course seems indicated 

by the num ber o f Old Bolshevik 
v ic tim s  o f S ta lin  a lready reha­
b ilita te d , by the  adm ission th a t 
Tukhachevsky and some 5,000 
top Red A rm y  officers were shot 
on fram e-up  charges, and the 
public recogn ition  by K re m lin  
o ffic ia ls  th a t S ta lin  underm ined 
the defense o f the Soviet Union 
on the eve o f W orld  W ar I I  and 
ac tu a lly  paved the w ay fo r  the 
onslaught o f the German im p e r­
ia lis t  arm ies.

The whole pa tte rn  of conces­
sions, in fac t, as i t  has develop­
ed up to now, po in ts more and 
more to a d m ittin g  tha t no m a t­
te r w hat the po litica l diffe rences 
m ight have been, S ta lin ’s s laugh­
te r o f the Old Bolsheviks took 
place under cover o f the most 
monstrous fram e-up in  a ll h is ­
to ry .

The Associated Press reported 
th a t the unsigned a rtic le  in the 
magazine declared th a t V ish in - 
sky ’s practice  had been made an 
“ unimpeachable dogma.”  I t  called 
fo r  a thorough study to throw- 
light, on the “ questions o f g u a r­
antees and the means o f in s u r­
ing le g a lity  in the m a tte r o f 
guard ing  the r ig h ts  and in terests 
o f citizens o f the USSR.”

Accord ing to the a rtic le , V ish in - 
sky ’s theory  “ denies the need 
fo r  a cou rt to establish the ab­
solute t ru th  in each case and 
pe rm its  the po ss ib ility  o f con­
v ic t in g  a person on the basis 
on ly  o f the p ro b a b ility  o f some 
fa c t o r o ther tha t is undergoing 
legal exam ination .”

Such procedure, said the m ag­
azine, is a “ g la r in g  v io la tio n  of 
the p rinc ip le  o f Socia lis t le ga l­
i ty . ”  I t  added that the  theory  
was “ at variance w ith  the de­
mands o f the p a rty  and G overn­
ment fo r  (he s tr ic te s t observance 
o f le g a lity  by investiga tion  
courts  and prosecuting organs.”

Iro n ica lly , (he magazine, which 
is the leading Soviet law  review, 
is published by the A. Y. Y ish in- 
sky Law In s titu le  o f the Acad­
emy o f Sciences.

The name o f Rykov appeared 
on the front, page o f Pravda in 
a le tte r  signed by Lenin which 
the newspaper p rin ted  fo r  the 
f irs t  tim e. Dated A p r i l 12, 1922, 
and published in connection w ith  
observances o f the e ig h ty -s ix th  
ann iversary o f Len in ’s b ir th , the 
le tte r  was addressed to Rykov, 
to  the ed itors o f Pravda, to N.
O sinsky, fo rm e r People’s Com-

LE O N  SEDOV

m issar o f A g ric u ltu re , Y u r i M. 
S teklov, who disappeared in the 
purges o f the T h irtie s , and A le x ­
ander D. Tsyurupa, Com m issar 
o f Food d u rin g  the C iv il W ar.

Len in ’s le tte r  denounced in  
s trong  term s the “ s tin k in g  red 
tape.”  and the atmosphere among 
Moscow’s in te llige n ts ia . I t  de­
manded more a tten tion  to local 
conditions and actual practice 
and less “ po litica l cha tte r.”

L E N IN  FO U G H T  S T A L IN
From  the descrip tion given o f 

the le tte r, i t  is c le a rly  directed 
aga inst the sym ptom s o f r is in g  
bureaucracy w h ich  so alarm ed 
Lenin tow ard  the end o f his life  
ami w h ich led h im  in the fo llo w ­
ing  year to ask T ro ts k y  to jo in  
in a bloc aga inst S ta lin , loading 
representative o f the usu rp ing  
bureaucrats.

Trotsky’s Speech 
On Moscow Trials

(See Page 2)

P ravda’s use at th is  tim e  o f 
Len in ’s le tte r fits  in  w ith  the 
ending o f the S ta lin  c u lt by the 
heir s o f the la te dictator-. In  the 
sairte issue, Pravda repeated the 
denunciation o f the cu lt o f “ pe r­
son a lity ,”  the euphemism fo r

(Continued on page 3)

Key Issues: 
Class Politics, 
Civil Rights

SWP Maps Vigorous 
Election Campaign

A c tio n  by G o v ’t 
To C om ply N o w  
A w a ite d  by V e t

Kutcher Wins Court Decision in Fight for Job

By Daniel Roberts
A P R IL  23 —  The N a tiona l 

Com m ittee o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  last week mapped out 
a h a rd -h ittin g  cam paign fo r  a 
socialist and c lass-strugg le p ro ­
gram  in  the 1956 elections. The 
Com m ittee met in  fu l l  session, 
A p r i l 13-15. A t  a previous meet­
ing  las t September, i t  designated 
F a rre ll Dobbs and M yra  Tanner 
Weiss as its  candidates fo r  U.S. 
President, and Vice - Preisdent 
respective ly. The p a rty  has a l­
ready been certified  fo r  the  ba llo t 
in  Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
and nom ina ting  pe titions  Aver«, 
filed las-t week in  M ich igan. The 
nom inations w ill be presented to 
a p a rty  convention th is  summer.

“ We w ill urge rad ica l workers 
to vote fo r  the Socalist W orker 
P a rty ,”  said A r t  Sharon, N a tiona l 
Campaign Chairm an. “ How else 
can they fu r th e r  the socialist 
princip les they believe in except 
to cast th e ir  vote fo r  o a r candi­
dates ? To vote fo r  the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  —  as the treacherous Coim- 
nmreist P a rty  loaders advise them 
to do —  means to w ork  against 
the cause they espouse. I t  means 
to back the B ig  Business p o li­
tic ians and the ru le  o f the. class 
enemy. I t  means to be tray the 
Negro s tragg le  in  the South be­
cause the Dem ocratic P a rty  chiefs 
kow tow  to the w h ite  suprem a­
cis ts .”

C A N N O N ’S REPO RT
Sharon’s re p o rt on election 

campaign plans came a fte r in ­
tensive discussion on a reso lution 
en titled  A New Stage in the Rus­
sian Revolution. The rep o rte r was 
Jannes P. Cannon, founder of 
Am erican T ro tsky ism . A leading 
member o f the Com m unist P a rty , 
he Was bu reaucra tica lly  expelled 
fro m  the CP fo r  supporting  T ro t ­
sky 's  f ig h t aga inst S ta lin ism  when 
¡he w ent to the Soviet U n ion as a

(Continued on page 4)
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MOSCOW FRAME-UP TRIALS

Trotsky’s Speech to the Dewey Commission
fW e  publish herew ith  the f irs t in s ta llm e n t o f Leon T ro ts k y ’s ^  

c los ing speech a t the hearings o f th e  P re lim in a ry  Commission o f 
In q u iry  in to  the Charges Made A ga inst Leon T ro tsky  in  the Moscow 
T ria ls . The hearings took place A p r i l  10 to  17, 1937 at Coyoacan, 
M exico. The Commission o f In q u iry  was an im p a rt ia l body headed 
by John Dewey, the em inent philosopher and teacher and a veteran 
o f  Am erican libe ra lism . I t  included Carlo Tresca, ou ts tand ing  leader 
o f the anarch ist movem ent and one o f (the men (most hated by 
the  fasc is t d ic ta to r, M usso lin i. O tto  Ruehle who stood side by side 
in  the Reichstag w ith  K a r l Liebknecht in  f ig h tin g  German im ­
pe ria lism  in  W orld  W a r 1, was another member. The Commission 
selected as its  legal adviser John F in e rty , o f  w o rld -w ide  fam e in  the 
defense o f Tom Mooney and o f Sacco and V anze tti.

The verd ic t o f the Commission a fte r  nine m onths o f  thorough 
in ves tig a tion  in  several countries was tha t the defendants in  the 
Moscow T r ia ls  were “ N o t G u ilty .”  The Com m ittee is to be credited 
w ith  the de fin itive  exposure o f the Moscow fram e-ups. T ro ts k y ’s 
speech is rep rin te d  from  The Case o f iLeon T ro ts k y  published by 
H a rp e r &  B rothers in  1938. I t  is  one o f tw o  volumes the Com ­
m ission issued on the Moscow T r ia ls . The o ther contains its  own 
find ings under the t it le ,  N o t G u ilty . Leon T ro ts k y ’s speech has also 
been rep rin ted  by P ioneer Publishers in  a pam phlet en titled  S ta lin ’s 
F ram e-U p  System and the Moscow T r ia ls . —  E d.]

By Leon Trotsky
I t  is  e n tire ly  beyond dispute 

th a t the  tr ia ls  o f Z inov iev-K am - 
enev and Pyatakov-Radek have 
aroused the u tm ost d is tru s t o f 
Soviet justice , among workers 
and dem ocratic c ircles th ro u g h ­
ou t the en tire  w orld . However, 
i t  was precisely in  th is  a f fa ir  
th a t fu l l  c la r ity  and unim peach­
able ju d ic ia l power o f persuasion 
were absolute ly necessary.

The accusers, like  the accused 
—  a t least the m ost im p o rta n t 
o f them —  are o f w orld -w ide 
renown. The aim s and m otives 
o f the p a rtic ip a n ts  had to f lo w  
d ire c tly  fro m  th e ir  po litica l posi- 

. t io n , fro m  the characters o f the 
persons involved, fro m  th e ir  
whole past. The m a jo r ity  o f the 
defendants have been sho t; th e ir  
g u ilt  —  we assume —  m ust have 
been absolute ly  proved! H ow ­
ever, i f  one leaves aside those 
who can be convinced o f any­
th in g , no m a tte r w hat, by sim ple 
te leg raph ic  orders fro m  Moscow, 
W estern pub lic  opin ion has f la t ly  
refused to support the accusers 
and the hangm en. On the con­
tra ry ,  a la rm  and d is tru s t have 
grow n in to  h o r ro r ,  and revulsion.

M oreover, no one supposes th a t 
a ju d ic ia l “ m is take”  has beqn 
made. The Moscow au tho rities  
could n o t have shot Zinoviev, 
Kam enev, Sm irnov, Pyatakov, 
Serebryakov, and a ll the others 
“ by m istake .”  To lack confidence

in  the jus tice  o f V ysh insky is, 
in the present case, d ire c tly  to  
suspect S ta lin  o f a ju d ic ia l 
fram e-up, w ith  p o lit ic a l aims. 
There is no room  fo r  any other 
in te rp re ta tion .

B u t perhaps sentim enta l pub­
lic  opin ion has been m isled by 
preconceived sym pathies fo r  the 
accused? T h is a rgum ent was 
used m ore than once in  the cases 
o f Francisco iF e rre r in  Spain, o f 
Sacco-Vanzetti and Mooney in  
the U n ite d  S ta tes ,' etc. B u t so 
fa r  as the Moscow defendants 
are concerned, the re  can be no 
question o f pa rtisan  sym pathies. 
The m ost in fo rm ed  section o f 
w o rld  public opin ion, i t  m ust be 
p la in ly  said, no longer had e ither 
confidence in o r respect fo r  the 
p rinc ip a l defendants, in  v iew  o f 
th e ir  numerous previous recanta­
tions and, above a ll, th e ir  con­
duct in  court.

The prosecution represented 
I he accused, w ith  th e ir  ass is t­
ance, no t as cap itu la to rs  to  S ta­
lin , b u t as “ T ro tsky ite s ”  who had 
assumed the cloak o f ca p itu la ­
tion . Such a characteriza tion , to 
the extent th a t i t  was accepted 
as true, could in  no way in ­
crease sym pathy fo r  the accused. 
F in a lly , “ T ro tsky ism ”  its e lf  to ­
day is  represented by  a tin y  
m in o r ity  in  the w orkers ’ move­
ment, w h ich is  in  sharp s trugg le  
w ith  a ll o ther pa rties  and fa c ­
tions.

World Public Opinion
The accusers are in  an incom ­

pa rab ly  m ore favo rab le  position. 
Behind them  is the Soviet U nion, 
w ith  a ll the hopes o f  progress 
w h ich  i t  represents. The rise  o f 
w o rld  reaction, especially in  its  
m ost barbarous fo rm  —  fascism  
—  has tu rned  the sym pathies 
and hopes o f dem ocratic circles, 
even the  ve ry  m oderate ones, 
tow a rd  the Soviet U n ion.

These sym pathies, to be sure, 
are ve ry  hazy in character. B ut 
th a t is precise ly w hy the o ffic ia l 
and uno ffic ia l frien ds  o f the 
USSR are no t inclined, as a gen­
era l ru le , to unrave l the in te rn a l 
con trad ic tions o f the Soviet re- 
¡gilme; on the con tra ry , they are 
ready in advance to  consider a ll 
opposition aga inst the ru l in g  
s tra tum  as v o lu n ta ry  o r in v o l­
u n ta ry  cooperation w ith  w orld  
reaction.

To th is  i t  is  necessary to  add 
the d ip lom atic  and m il ita ry  ties 
o f the USSR, taken in  the  gen­
era l con text o f present-day in ­
te rn a tio n a l re la tions. In  a num ­
ber o f countries— France, Czech­
oslovakia, to  some exten t Great 
B r ita in  and the U n ited  States —  
p u re ly  n a tio n a lis t and p a trio tic  
sentim ents predispose the demo­
c ra tic  masses in fa v o r o f  thp 
Soviet Governm ent, as the ad­
ve rsa ry  o f Germ any and Japan.

I t  is  no t necessary to  m ention 
th a t, to cap th is , Moscow has a t 
its  disposal po w e rfu l levers, ta n ­
g ib le  and in tang ib le , w ith  w h ich 
to  exert pressure on public op in­
ion in  the m ost w ide ly  separated 
layers  o f society. The ag ita tio n  
about the  new C onstitu tion , “ the 
m ost dem ocratic in  the  w o rld ,”  
w h ich was made pu b lic , no t ac­

c id en ta lly , on the  eve o f the 
tr ia ls ,  has aroused s t i l l  more 
sym pa thy fo r  Moscow. A n  over­
w he lm ing preponderance o f a 
p r io r i confidence was thus as­
sured to  the Soviet Governm ent 
a t the outset.

Despite a ll th is , the om nipo­
te n t accusers have n o t convinced 
and have no t conquered w o rld  
opin ion, w h ich  they tr ie d  to  take 
unawares. On the con tra ry , the 
a u th o r ity  o f the Soviet G overn­
m ent dropped sha rp ly  a fte r  the 
tr ia ls . Im placab le  adversaries o f 
T ro tsky ism , a llies  o f Moscow, 
and even m any tra d itio n a l friends  
o f the Soviet bureaucracy, have 
demanded ve rifica tio n  o f the 
Moscow charges. I t  is enough to 
reca ll the  steps taken by the 
Second In te rn a tio n a l and the In ­
te rna tion a l Federation o f Trade 
U nions in  A ugust, 1936.

In  its  in c red ib ly  rude response, 
the K re m lin , which had counted 
on a complete and absolute v ic ­
to ry  in  advance, exposed the fu l l  
depth o f its  d isappointm ent. 
F rie d rich  A d le r, secre tary o f 
the  Second In te rn a tio n a l and, 
consequently, an im placable foe 
o f T ro tsky ism , compared the 
Moscow tr ia ls  to  the  w itc h c ra ft 
t r ia ls  o f the Inq u is itio n . The 
w e ll-know n re fo rm is t th e o re ti­
cian, O tto  Bauer, who considers 
i t  possible to  declare in  the press 
th a t T ro ts k y  is speculating on a 
fu tu re  w a r (a s tatem ent which 
is  no t on ly  fa lse  but also ab­
s u rd !), is compelled, desoite a ll 
his p o lit ic a l sym pathy fo r  the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy, to  recog­
nize tha t the Moscow tr ia ls  are 
ju d ic ia l fram e-ups.

Only Truth Can Help USSR
T he New  Y o rk  T imes, an ex­

tre m e ly  prudent newspaper and 
f a r  fro m  ha v in g  any sym pathy 
fo r  T ro tsky ism , sums up the end 
o f the la s t t r ia l in  the fo llo w in g  
w ords: “ The burden o f p ro o f lies 
n o t on T ro ts k y  b u t on S ta lin ."  
T h is  s ingle, c rush ing  phrase re ­
duces the ju r id ic a l persuasive­
ness o f Moscow’s cou rt procedure 
to  zero.

I f  i t  were no t fo r  d ip lom atic , 
p a tr io t ic  and “ a n ti- fa sc is t”  con­
s iderations, the lack o f  confi­
dence in  the  Moscow accusers 
w ould assume incom parab ly m ore 
open and v igorous fo rm s. T h is  
can be easily dem onstrated by a 
secondary bu t ex trem e ly in s tru c ­
t iv e  example.

In  October o f la s t year m y 
book “ The R evolution B etrayed”  
was published in  France. iSeveral 
weeks ago i t  appeared in  Now 
Y o rk . N o t one o f the m any c r i t ­
ics, m ost o f them  m y adversar­
ies —  among them  the fo rm e r

French P rem ier C a illaux  —  so 
much as mentioned the fa c t th a t 
the au tho r o f the  book has been 
“ convicted”  o f an alliance w ith  
fascism  and Japanese m ilita r is m  
aga ins t F rance and the U n ited  
States. N o one, absolute ly no 
one —  no t even Lou is F ischer—  
considered i t  necessary to  com­
pare m y p o lit ic a l conclusions 
w ith  the charges o f the K re m lin . 
I t  was as i f  the re  had never 
been e ithe r t r ia ls  o r executions 
in Moscow!

T h is sing le  fa c t, i f  one th in ks  
about i t ,  is  irre fu ta b le  p ro o f th a t 
the th in k in g  sections o f society, 
beg inn ing  w ith  the in terested 
and m ost sensitive country , 
France, no t on ly  have no t ac­
cepted the m onstrous accusation 
b u t have, qu ite  s im p ly, cast i t  
out w ith  scarcely concealed dis­
gust.

We cannot, u n fo rtu n a te ly , Hay 
w hat the s tif le d  popu la tion  o f 
the Soviet U n ion  th in ks  and

The Judgm en t o f H is to ry
Insp ira tor, I ,  basing m yse lf on 

th a t c red it, can fu l ly  d iscred it 
the “ confessions,”  in  which I 
am presented as a comic-opera 
conspira tor, p r im a r ily  concerned 
w ith  fu rn is h in g  the greatest pos­
sible num ber of witnesses aga inst 
m yse lf fo r  the fu tu re  prosecutor.

The same holds true  as fa r  as 
the o ther defendants, especially 
Z inov iev and Kamenev, are con­
cerned. W ith o u t rhym e o r reason 
they enlarge the c irc le  o f in i t i ­
ates. T h e ir lack o f prudence, 
which cries to h igh heaven, has 
a de libe ra te ly  calculated clvarav- 
iter. A ll th is  no tw iths tan d ing  
there is no t a shred o f evidence 
in the hands o f the  prosecution. 
The whole a f fa ir  is b u ilt  on 
conversations— more exactly, on 
reco llections o f alleged conver­
sations. The absence o f evidence 
— I  sha ll never cease repeating 
th is  —■ not on ly  ann ih ila tes the 
charges, b u t also is a te rr ib le  
piece o f evidence aga inst the ac­
cusers themselves.

However, I  also have more d i­
rec t and, m oreover, qu ite  posi­
t iv e  proofs o f the “ negative 
fa c t.”  T h a t is no t so ve ry  un­
usual in ju risprudence. N a tu ra lly , 
i t  is  d i f f ic u lt  to  dem onstrate 
th a t in  e ig h t years o f ex ile  I 
had no secret m eetings —  w ith  
anyone, anywhere— devoted to  a 
conspiracy against the Soviet

feels. B u t in  a ll the rest o f the 
w orld  the to ilin g  masses have 
been seized by a tra g ic  confusion 
which poisons th e ir  though t and 
paralyzes th e ir  w ill.  E ith e r the 
en tire  old generation o f B o l­
shevik leaders, w ith  a s ing le  and 
sole exception, has re a lly  be­
trayed  Socialism  fo r  fascism , or 
the  present leadership o f the 
USSR has organized a ju d ic ia l 
fram e-up  against the founders 
o f the B olshevik P a rty  and the 
Soviet state.

Yes, th a t is precise ly how the 
question stands: E ith e r Len in ’s 
P o litica l Bureau was composed 
o f tra ito rs , o r S ta lin ’s P o litica l 
Bureau is composed o f fa ls ifie rs . 
There is no th ird  p o ss ib ility ! B ut 
i t  is precise ly because there is 
no th ird  p o ss ib ility  th a t progres­
sive pub lic  opin ion cannot, at 
the r is k  o f  its  ve ry  existence, 
evade m ak ing  th is  d if f ic u lt  and 
tra g ic  choice and exp la in ing  i t  
to the popu lar masses.

The oft-encountered, sem i-o f­
fic ia l ob jection th a t the w o rk  o f 
the Commission can “ p o lit ic a lly  
h a rm ”  the USSR and help fa s ­
cism constitu tes —  to  p u t i t  
m ild ly  —  a compound o f s tup id ­
ity  and hypocrisy. L e t us fo r  a 
m om ent g ra n t th a t the  charges 
o f the C ourt against the Opposi­
tion  have some basis —  th a t is, 
th a t dozens o f men were not 
shot fo r  no th ing. In  th a t case, 
i t  can be l i t t le  troub le  fo r  a 
pow erfu l governm ent to produce 
the m ate ria ls  fro m  the p re lim -

in a ry  in ves tig a tion , to f i l l  in  the 
gaps in  the records o f the cou rt 
proceedings, exp la in  the con tra ­
dictions, and dispel doubts. In  
such case an exam ination could 
on ly  increase the a u th o rity  o f 
the Soviet Government.

B u t w hat i f  the  Commission 
la id  bare the prem edita ted fra u d  
o f  the Moscow charges? Wotjl$l 
n o t p o lit ic a l caution then d ic ta te  
avo id ing the r is k  o f  an in v e s ti­
ga tion?  Such a consideration, 
seldom expressed cand id ly  and 
fu lly ,  is  based on the craven 
notion th a t one can f ig h t the 
forces o f reaction w ith  fic tions , 
hum bug and lies, as i f  the best 
rem edy fo r  cu rin g  a sickness 
consisted in  re fra in in g  fro m  c a ll­
in g  i t  by name.

I f  the present Soviet G overn­
m ent is  capable o f reso rting  to 
b loody ju d ic ia l fram e-ups to  de­
ceive its  own people, i t  cannot 
be the  a lly  o f the w o rld  p ro le ­
ta r ia t  in  the s tru g g le  against 
reaction. I ts  in te rn a l inadequacy 
m ust in  th is  event reveal its e lf  
a t the f irs t  m a jo r h is to ric  shock. 
The sooner the in fe c tion  is ex­
posed, the sooner the  inev itab le  
cris is  comes, the g re a te r the 
hope th a t i t  can s t i l l  be over­
come in  tim e by the  l iv in g  forces 
o f the organism . On the other 
hand, c losing one’s eyes to dis­
ease means on ly  to d rive  i t  
deeper in te rn a lly . T h is  would 
lead to a g re a t h is to r ic  catas­
trophe.

Stalin’s Service to Hitler
S ta lin  rendered his f irs t  g reat 

service to  H it le r  th rough  the 
theory  and practice o f “ social- 
fascism .”  He rendered his sec­
ond service th rough  the Moscow 
tr ia ls . These tr ia ls , in  wh ich the 
greatest m ora l values are crush­
ed and vio la ted, cannot be b lo t­
ted ou t from  the consciousness 
o f m ankind. I t  is  possible to  help 
the masses recover from  the 
wound in flic te d  upon them by 
the tr ia ls  on ly th rough  complete 
c la r ity  and the fu l l  tru th .

The opposition o f a certa in  
type o f “ fr ie n d ”  to  the in ves ti­
ga tion , w h ich  in  its e lf  is  a c ry ­
in g  scandal, arises fro m  the fa c t 
th a t even the m ost zealous de­
fenders o f Moscow ju s tice  lack 
in ne r conviction o f the soundness 
o f th e ir  case. They cover th e ir  
secret fea rs  w ith  com ple te ly con­
tra d ic to ry  and unw orthy  a rg u ­
ments. A n  inves tiga tion , they 
say, is “ in te rven tion  in the in ­
te rna l a ffa irs  o f the USSR” ! 
B u t has no t the w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t 
the  r ig h t  to  in tervene in the 
in te rna l a ffa irs  o f the USSR? 
In  the ranks o f the Com intern 
the y  s t i l l  repea t: “ The USSR is 
the fa th e rla n d  o f a l l the to ile rs .”  
A  strange fa the rlan d  in  whose 
a ffa irs  nobody dares in tervene!

I f  the w o rk in g  masses are sus­
picious o f the acts o f th e ir  lead­
ers, the la t te r  are under ob lig a ­
tio n  to  g ive them  fu l l  exp lana­
tions and every fa c il i ty  fo r  an 
investiga tion . N e ith e r the  state 
prosecutor, no r the judges, nor 
the members o f the P o litica l 
Bureau o f  the USSR are exem pt 
fro m  th is  e lem entary ru le . W ho­

ever tr ies  to  ra ise h im se lf above 
w o rkers ’ democracy, by th a t very 
act be trays it .

To the above i t  m ust be added 
th a t the question is no t an “ in ­
te rn a l’  ̂ a f fa ir  o f the  USSR, even 
when viewed pu re ly  fo rm a lly . I t  
is a lready five years since the 
Moscow bureaucracy deprived 
me, m y w ife  and o u r elder son 
o f Soviet citizensh ip. Thereby 
they also robbed themselves of 
every special r ig h t  w ith  respect 
to us. W e have been b e re ft o f a 
“ fa th e rla n d ”  w h ich  could defend 
us. I t  is b u t n a tu ra l th a t we 
should place ourselves under the 
pro tection  o f in te rna tiona l public 
opin ion.

In  his rep ly  o f M arch 19, 1937, 
to  George Novack, the  secretary 
o f the Am erican Com m ittee fo r  
the Defense o f Leon T ro tsky , P ro ­
fessor Charles A . Beard m o ti­
vates his re fusa l to  take pa rt in 
the Commission o f Inves tiga tion  
w ith  p rinc ip led  argum ents which 
have g rea t value in  themselves, 
ap a rt fro m  the celebrated h is­
to ria n ’s pa rtic ip a tion  o r nonpar­
tic ip a tio n  in  the in ves tig a ting  
commission.

F irs t  o f a ll, we learn  th a t 
P rofessor Beard has made “ a 
ca re fu l study o f m any documents 
in the case, in c lud in g  the o ffic ia l 
re p o rt o f the la s t Moscow t r ia l . ”  
One understands w ith o u t unnec­
essary com m ent the  w e ig h t o f 
such a sta tem ent fro m  a scholar 
who knows ve ry  w e ll w h a t a 
care fu l study is. P rofessor Beard, 
in  a ve ry  restra ined bu t a t the 
same tim e  absolute ly  unequivocal 
m anner, com m unicates "ce rta in

conclusions”  to  w h ich  he has 
been led by h is study o f the 
question.

F irs t  o f a ll, he says, the  ac­
cusation aga inst T ro ts k y  rests 
exclusive ly on the confessions. 
“ F rom  a long study o f h is to rica l 
problems, I  know  th a t confes­
sions, even when v o lu n ta r ily  
made, are n o t pos itive  p roo f.”  
The w o rd  “ even”  indicates c learly  
enough th a t the question o f the 
v o lu n ta ry  character o f the M os­
cow confessions is fo r  th is  schol­
ar, a t the ve ry  least, open.

A s  an exam ple o f fa lse  se lf­
accusations, P rofessor Beard cites 
the classic cases o f the tr ia ls  o f 
the Inq u is ition , a long w ith  in ­
stances o f the darkest supers ti­
tion . T h a t single com parison, 
which coincides w ith  the develop­
m ent o f the tho ugh t o f F ried rich  
A d le r, secre tary o f the Second 
In te rn a tio n a l, speaks fo r  its e lf. 
Furthe rm ore , P rofessor Beard 
deems it-p ro p e r  to  app ly a ru le  
which governs A m erican ju r is ­
prudence, nam ely: The accused 
m ust be considered innocent i f  
there have no t been b rough t 
aga inst h im  objective proofs 
which leave no room  fo r  reason­
able doubt.

F in a lly , the  h is to ria n  w rite s  
th a t “ i t  is  alm ost, i f  no t en tire ly , 
im possib le to  prove a negative 
in such a case; nam ely, th a t M r. 
T ro ts k y  did no t en ter in to  the 
re la tions o f conspiracy charged 
aga inst him . N a tu ra lly , as an 
old revo lu tio n is t, experienced in 
the  a rt, he would no t keep in ­
c r im in a tin g  records o f the opera­
tions, i f  he did engage in  them. 
F urthe rm ore , no person in  the 
w o rld  could prove th a t he has 
no t engaged in a conspiracy, un­
less he had a guard set over h im  
every m om ent o f the  tim e  cov­
ered by the charges. In  m y op in­
ion i t  is  no t incum bent upon M r. 
T ro tsky  to  do the  im possib le —  
th a t is, prove a negative by pos­
it iv e  evidence. I t  is  incum bent 
upon h is accusers to  produce 
m ore than confessions, to p ro ­
duce co rro bo ra ting  evidence to 
specific and ove rt acts.”

A s  has a lready been said, the 
conclusions reached are o f the 
highest im portance o f and by 
themselves, since they contain 
an a n n ih ila tin g  appra isa l o f 
Moscow justice . I f  unconfirmed 
confessions o f a d o u b tfu lly  “ vol-

u n ta ry ”  character are in s u ff ic i 
ent basis fo r  accusing me, they 
are also in s u ffic ie n t fo r  accusing 
a ll the others. T h is  means, in  
Professor Beard’s opin ion, tha t 
dozens o f people who were in ­
nocent o r whose g u ilt  had not 
been dem onstrated were shot in 
Moscow. Messrs. Executioners 
m ust reckon w ith  th is  estim ate, 
made by an exceptiona lly  con­
scientious in ves tig a to r on the 
basis o f a ca re fu l study o f the 
question.

Nevertheless, I  m ust say th a t 
in  m y op in ion Professor Beard’s 
fo rm a l decision—nam ely, his re ­
fu s a l to p a rtic ip a te  in  the in ­
vestiga tion— does no t a t a ll fo l­
low  fro m  his m a te ria l conclu­
sions. Indeed, pub lic  opin ion 
seeks above a ll to  resolve the 
en igm a: Is the charge proved o r 
no t?  I t  is precise ly th is  ques­
t io n  w h ich the Commission p r i­
m a r ily  wishes to resolve.

P rofessor Beard declares th a t 
he pe rsona lly  has a lready a r r iv ­
ed a t the conclusion th a t the 
charge has n o t been established, 
and th a t tha t is  w hy he does 
no t jo in  the Commission. I t  seems 
to me th a t a co rrect decision 
would be the fo llo w in g : “ I  enter 
the Commission in o rder to tes t 
the accuracy o f m y conclusions.”  
I t  is absolute ly  c lear th a t the 
co llective decision o f the Com­
m ission, in  w h ich representatives 
o f the various branches o f in te l­
lectua l endeavor are found, w ill 
ca rry  much more w e igh t w ith  
pub lic  op in ion than the conclu­
sions o f a s ing le  person, even a 
g reat a u th o rity .

P rofessor Beard’s conclusions, 
w ith  a ll th e ir  im portance, are 
incom plete, however, even in 
th e ir  m a te ria l essence. The ques­
tion  does not consist s im p ly  in 
know ing  w hethe r o r n o t the 
charge against me has been es­
tablished. In  Moscow dozens o f 
people have been shot. Dozens 
o f others a w a it execution. H u n ­
dreds and thousands are under 
suspicion, accused in d ire c tly  or 
calum niated, no t on ly  in  the 
USSR bu t also in a ll o ther parts  
o f the w orld . A l l  th is  on the 
basis o f the "confessions,”  which 
Professor Beard finds h im se lf 
able to  compare to  the confes­
sions o f the v ic tim s  o f the In ­
qu is ition .

The Fundamental Question
The fundam enta l question, 

consequently, should be fo rm u ­
lated in  th is  m anner: W ho o r­
ganized these in q u is ito r ia l tr ia ls , 
these crusades o f calum ny, why, 
and fo r  w h a t purpose?

Hundreds o f thousands o f men 
th roughou t the en tire  w o rld  are 
f irm ly  convinced, and m illio ns  
suspect, th a t the  t r ia ls  res t on 
system atic fa ls ifica tio ns , dicta ted 
by defin ite  p o lit ic a l aims. I t  is 
precise ly th is  accusation against 
the ru l in g  clique in  Moscow th a t 
I  hope to  establish before the 
Commission. Consequently, i t  is 
a question no t on ly  o f a “ nega­
tiv e ”  fa c t— th a t is to say, th a t 
T ro ts k y  has not pa rtic ipa ted  in  
a p lo t— b u t also o f  a positive 
fa c t; nam ely, th a t S ta lin  did o r­

ganize the  greatest fram e-up  in 
human h is to ry .

However, even so fa r  as the 
“ negative fa c ts ”  are involved, I  
cannot accept P rofessor Beard ’s 
over-categorica l judgm ent. He 
supposes th a t, be ing such an ex­
perienced revo lu tion is t, I  would 
no t keep documents w h ich would 
compromise me. T h a t is abso­
lu te ly  correct. B u t ne ithe r would 
I  w r ite  le tte rs  to the conspira­
to rs  in  the least p ruden t and 
most com prom ising way. I  would 
no t heedlessly reveal the  m ost 
secret plans to young people un­
known to  me, no r e n tru s t them, 
a t our f irs t  m eeting, w ith  serious 
te r ro r is t  m issions.

iSince Professor Beard grants  
me a ce rta in  c red it as a con-

au tho rities . B u t th a t is not in  
question. The m ost im p o rta n t 
witnesses fo r  the prosecution, 
the defendants themselves, are 
forced to indica te when and 
where they had m eetings w ith  
me.

In  a ll o f these cases, thanks 
to the circum stances o f my mode 
o f l iv in g  (po lice surve illance, 
constant presence o f a guard  
composed o f my friends, d a ily  
le tte rs , etc.X I can w ith  ir r e ­
fu tab le  ce rta in ty  dem onstrate 
tha t I was not and could not 
have been at the places named 
at the tim es indicated. In  ju r i ­
d ical language, such positive 
proof o f a negative fac t is ca ll­
ed an a lib i.

F urthe rm ore , i t  is absolute ly 
ind isputab le th a t I  would not 
preserve in m y archives records 
o f m y crim es had I  com m itted  
any. B u t m y arch ives are im ­
portant; fo r  the inves tiga tion , 
not fo r  w ha t they lack, bu t fo r  
w ha t they contain. P ositive ac­
quaintance, w ith  the d a ily  de­
velopm ent o f m y tho ugh t and 
acts over a period o f nine years 
(one year o f banishm ent and 
e igh t o f ex ile ) is  e n tire ly  s u f­
fic ien t to  dem onstrate a “ nega­
tive  fa c t” — nam ely, th a t I  could 
not have com m itted acts con­
t ra r y  to m y convictions, to m y 
in te rests, to m y whole character.

“Mockery of Justice”
The agents o f the Moscow 

Governm ent are themselves w e ll 
aware th a t the Moscow verd ic ts  
cannot stand w ith o u t the sup­
p o rt o f au th o rita tive , expert 
opin ion. F o r th is  purpose the 
E ng lish  a tto rn ey  P r i t t  was se­
c re tly  inv ited  to  the f ir s t  t r ia l,  
and another E ng lish  a tto rney, 
Dudley C o lla rd, to the second. 
In  P aris , three a tto rneys —  ob­
scure buit qu ite  devoted to  the 
G PU— trie d  to  use fo r  the same 
purpose the sh ing le  o f the In ­
te rna tion a l Ju rid ic a l Association.

B y a rrangem ent w ith  the  So­
v ie t Embassy, the obscure French 
a tto rn e y  Rosenmark, ac tin g  un­
der the cover o f the League fo r  
the R igh ts  o f Man, issued an 
expert opin ion no less benevolent 
than igno ran t.

In  Mexico, the “ Friends o f the 
Soviet U n ion ”  have proposed to 
the  “ S oc ia lis t Law ye rs ’, F ro n t”  
—  b y  no means acc identa lly  —  
th a t they undertake a ju r id ic a l 
in ves tiga tion  in to  the Moscow 
tr ia ls . S im ila r steps are appar­
e n tly  be ing prepared a t the

m om ent in  the U n ited  States.
The People’s C om m issaria t o f 

Justice in Moscow has published 
in fo re ign  languages the “ ve r­
ba tim ”  rep o rt o f the t r ia l  o f the 
seventeen ( Pyatakov, R a d e k , 
e tc .), the b e tte r to ob ta in  fro m  
a u th o rita tiv e  ju r is ts  ce rtifica tion  
bhait the v ic tim s  o f the inqu is ition  
have been shot e n tire ly  in  ac­
cordance w ith  the ru les estab­
lished by the inqu is ito rs .

In  fa c t, a ce rtifica tion  o f a 
pu re ly  fo rm a l observance o f ex- 
tternail ru les and the r itu a l of 
ju risprudence has an im portance 
which is close to zero. The es­
sence o f the a f fa ir  is  in the m a­
te r ia l conditions o f the prepa ra­
tion  and conduct o f the t r ia l .  Of 
course, even i f  one disregards 
fo r  the m oment the decisive fa c ­
to rs  w h ich  are to be found  ou t­
side the courtroom , one cannot 
lie ip  recogn iz ing  th a t the  M os­
cow tr ia ls  are a pure and simple 
m ockery o f jus tice .

[T o  be continued.]

CP-Backed French Gov’t 
Jails Algeria W ar Foes

By Carl Goodman
As part of jibs savage campaign of repressions against 

the Algerian people who are seeking their national inde­
pendence, the Mollet government in France is trying to 
silence opponents o f its  A lg e ria n  ® -
pa licy . On M arch 31, Glaud'e 
Bourdet, co-edito r o f the  libe ra l 
magazine, F rance Observateur, 
was arrested fo r  his defense o f 
the  r ig h t  o f the  A lg e ria n  people 
to  se lf-de te rm ina tion . Bourde t has 
w r it te n  a rtic les  and pam phlets 
exposing French im p e r ia lis t ru le  
in  N o rth  A fr ic a  and the role 
o f the  notorious N o rth  A fr ic a  
Lobby in  shaping French po litics .

A T T A C K  TR O TS K Y IS T S
On A p r i l 4, s ix  police inspectors 

seized issue No. 401 o f  L a  V erite , 
F rench T ro ts k y is t w eekly news­
paper, as i t  le f t  the  p riiitsh o p . 
The n e x t m orn ing  the cops re ­
tu rned to  smash the type. La 
V e rite  has carried  on a v igorous 
cam paign aga ins t the  w a r  in  
N o rth  A fr ic a  and fo r  Fi-ench 
w o rk in g  class support to  the 
N o rth  A fr ic a n  n a tion a l inde­
pendence aspiratiions. Previous 
issues o f the  paper have been 
suppressed in  A lg e ria , b u t th is  
was the  f irs t  tim e  the paper was 
seized in  F iance. However, Danie l 
Renard, e d ito r o f La  V erite , and 
o the r m embers o f  the  In te rn a ­
t io n a lis t Com m unist P a rty , have 
been arrested on several occasions 
since the  A lg e ria n  liberation, w a r 
began in  Novem ber 1954.

On A p r i l 8, agents o f the 
D.S.T. (F rench secret police) 
arrested Simone M ingueft and 
Raymond Bouvet, members o f a 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l o rgan iza tion  
in France and Janine W e ill, mem ­
ber o f th e  “ New  L e f t ”  fo r  the 
sole “ crim e”  o f rece iv ing copies o f 
Resistance A lgérienne through 
the m ails. T h is  newspaper is pub­
lished fn Belg ium  b y  the  N a tiona l 
L ibe ra tion  F ron t. P ie rre  F rank , a 
member o f the  S ecre taria t o f the 
Paibloite group in  the F ou rth  In ­
te rna tiona l, wins also arrested. 
They have been b ro ug h t before 
the M il ita ry  T ribu na l and indicted 
on the fra m e  - up charge o f 
“ a tte m p tin g  to  dem oralize”  the 
aim ed forces.

The French governm ent o f “ So­
c ia lis t”  M o lle t has also decreed 
the exile o f Messali I la d j,  veteran 
leader o f the A lg e ria n  na tiona l 
lib e ra tio n  movement, to  Belle -

Isle, used in the  past as a pena3 
island.

In  A lg e r ia  its e lf, the  M o lle t 
reg im e continues its  fasc is t-like  
use o f to r tu re  and eoncentraibon- 
camp im prisonm en t aga inst A l ­
gerian pa trio ts . The M arch issue 
o f A lg e ria n  Resistance reports 
the death under French police 
to rtu re  o f D r. Benzerdjeb and 
Kassem Zedktour, m ilita n ts  o f the 
N a tio n a l1 L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t. I t  
also carries a ha rrow ing  account 
by A k li (Said o f ba rba ric  tre a t­
ment by police au thorities . He 
was beaten ne a rly  to  death, 
reports Said, then driven  in  a 
jeep to an iso lated beach. “ 1 
was seized by fou r cops who sub­
merged me in  the sea w a te r fo r 
a period o f tim e. I  was pulled 
out fo r  several seconds. I  could 
not manage to breathe. I  was 
submerged again. I  was su ffoca t­
ing. I  fe lt  m yse lf dy ing . M y be lly 
was sw e lling . I  was pu lled out 
again. I  had los t consciousness.”

These to rtu re s  in A lg e ria  and 
suppressions o f fre e  speech in 
France are p a rt o f the “ special 
powers”  granted M arch 1 ¡1 to 
M o lle t by the  F rench N a tion a l 
Assembly. The Com m unist P a rty  
deputies cast th e ir  vote fo r  the
powers. In  exp lanation fo r  iits
support to French im peria lism , 
the Contrail Com m ittee o f the
French Com unm ist P a rty  skated 
in a .recent reso lu tion th a t  “ In  
vo tin g  fo r  the governm ent o f Guy 
M o lle t on the issue o f the A l­
gerian debate . . . the Com m unist 
group [o f  deputies] has created 
favorable conditions fo r  a re su r­
gence o f the un ited f ro n t  and fo r  
progress in  ach ieving a new
popular fro n t. . .”

T h is  cyn ica l declaration under­
scores the  t r u th  o f w ha t T ro t ­
sky is ts  have said about the S ta l­
in is t c lass-co llaboration is t po licy 
o f “ P opu lar F ro n tism ”  —  name­
ly , th a t i t  represents the w o rs t 
sort o f be traya l o f the  in te rests  
o f the w o rk ing  class both in  
colonial countries as wre ll as the 
main centers o f cap ita lism . The 
repressions in  A lg e ria  and France 
—  th a t is  the popu lar fro n t in  
action.
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T H E  M I L I T A N T —  Page Three

May Day 1956
Despite temporary setbacks and detours, 

the progressive development of mankind 
has proceeded along the path charted by 
Marx and Engels. History has brilliantly 
confirmed the Marxist prognosis. The non- 
capitalist world now embraces one-third of 
the human race. The remainder is shaken 
by an insurgent mass movement compris­
ing the most exploited and oppressed sec­
tions of humanity.

The Marxist prognosis has been con­
spicuously amplified and enriched by Leon 
Trotsky’s illuminating theory of the per­
manent revolution. Trotsky etched the con­
tinuing and permanent character of revo­
lutionary change within each country and 
on a world scale. He traced the interaction 
between the two and pinpointed the role of 
the various class forces involved in the 
struggle. The end product of the course 
of historical development outlined by 
Trotsky is world socialism.

Capitalism Off Balance
On May Day 1956 the events of the past 

year are a source of great encouragement 
to  the advanced workers of the world. They 
highlight the dynamic quality of Trot­
sky’s revolutionary concept. History does 
not proceed in a straight line. Capitalism 
breaks at its weakest link. The initiative 
has temporarily passed into the hands of 
the more economically backward areas of 
the earth. The forward thrust of the 
colonial revolution has thrown the main 
capitalist powers o ff balance, upset their 
timetable for war, prevented the establish­
ment of any degree of stability, altered 
the world relationship of forces and given 
an impulse to the revolutionary move­
ment in the industrial centers.

The insurgent masses of the colonial 
countries are now making payment on 
their debt to the Russian revolution of 
October 1917. The October revolution set 
in motion the current wave of colonial 
revolt which has now swelled to formidable 
proportions. The Bolshevik party, under 
the leadership of Lenin and Trotsky, was 
the firs t to recognize the tremendous 
evolutionary potential lodged in the 

colonial struggle for national independence. 
They championed the doctrine of self- 
determination for all subject peoples. They 
formulated the theory, elaborated the pro­
gram, provided the leadership and set in 
motion the forces of revolt against capital­
ist-imperialist domination of the colonial 
world. They saw in the horribly im­
poverished, downtrodden and cruelly ex­
ploited colonial masses the most reliable 
allies of the Soviet Union and the world 
working class. History has eloquently veri­
fied their conviction.

The leaders of the Russian revolution 
viewed the Soviets as the firs t conquest 
in the world-wide struggle for socialism. 
They considered the extension of the 
October revolution as the only effective 
defense of the firs t workers’ state. They 
saw the Soviet Union as a beleaguered 
fortress surrounded by capitalist reaction. 
They sought to rally the workers of the 
industrial West and the colonial slaves in 
struggle against the common enemy. 
Despite their most heroic efforts, the revo­
lutionary wave receded. Capitalism proved 
too strong and the revolutionary leader­
ship in the West too inadequate. The 
revolution was confined within the borders 
of the Soviet Union, besieged by capitalist 
expeditionary forces and racked by civil 
war.

'Socialism in One Country'
Although unable to make their own 

revolution the workers in the West were 
powerful enough to prevent the destruc­
tion of the Soviet state. The Soviet 
economy, devastated by war and civil con­
flic t, was bleeding at every pore. The 
ranks of the Bolshevik party were deci­
mated in the civil war. The industrial 
workers, the backbone of the revolution, 
numbered only three million out of a total 
population of approximately 140 million. 
Hope in the extension of the revolution 
faded. The reaction set in.

I t  was on the basis of the reaction that 
the Stalinist bureaucracy arose and con­
solidated its power. As against the Bol­
shevik program of international socialism 
embodied in the doctrine of permanent 
revolution, Stalin counterposed the reac­
tionary and utopian theory of “ build­
ing socialism in a single country.”  This 
“ theory”  fitted the needs of the rising 
bureaucratic caste like a glove. Eager to 
exploit the conquests of the revolution and 
greedy for the privileges that come with 
bureaucratic power, they saw in Stalin and 
his “ theory”  the man and the formula to 
screen the satisfaction of their voracious 
appetites. This was the genesis of the 
Stalin cult.

In practice, the theory of building so­

cialism in a single country has meant 
building socialism in no country. It meant 
subordinating the interests of the workers 
and colonial people to the needs of the 
Kremlin bureaucracy. It  led inexorably to 
the betrayal of the socialist revolution. 
Probably the greatest crime of the “ Stalin 
cult”  arose from the theory and practice 
of national socialism which has served to 
prolong the existence of outlived capital­
ism. Humanity has payed heavily for this 
crime and the end is not yet!

Stalinism served to delay the final 
reckoning but it could not stay the onward 
march of history. The permanent revolu­
tion prevailed over Stalinist reaction. 
Following World War II, putrefying 
capitalism crumbled in its weakest centers. 
Despite all Stalinist attempts to contain 
it, the revolution was extended beyond the 
borders of the Soviet Union. In China, the 
Stalinists tried to make a deal sponsored 
by the American State Department, to 
share the power with Chiang Kai-shek 
through the medium of a coalition gov­
ernment organized on a capitalist basis. 
That they failed is no credit to them. The 
recalcitrance of Chiang, and more im­
portant, a surging mass movement of. the 
multi-millioned Chinese workers and peas­
ants, impelled them to take the power. 
In its impact on history the Chinese revo­
lution is second only to the October over­
turn in Russia.

In the Soviet Union the nationalized 
property forms established by the October 
revolution demonstrated undreamed - of 
v ita lity in repairing the war damage and 
catapulting the Soviet Union into a posi­
tion of world industrial power second only 
to the American colossus. The Soviet in­
dustrial working class has grown from 
three million at the time of October 1917 to 
48 million today. No longer isolated and 
encircled by hostile capitalist powers, with 
its specific social weight enhanced by its 
strategic position in production, the Soviet 
working class has acquired enormous con­
fidence and assurance. Confidence and 
assurance due in no small part to the revo- 
tionary impulse imparted by the colonial- 
struggle against world imperialism.

New Stage in Russian 
Revolution

The concessions already wrested from 
the Kremlin bureaucracy by the mounting 
pressure of a revitalized Soviet working 
class is only the beginning. The events tak­
ing place in the Soviet Union today mark 
the firs t stage of the political revolution 
which has as its aim the restoration of 
workers’ democracy in the Soviets, the 
establishment of democratic trade unions 
with workers’ control of production and 
the reconstitution of Lenin’s Bolshevik 
party. The victory of the political revolu­
tion in the Soviet Union will again elevate 
to a position of pre-eminence the theory 
and practice of international socialism 
as codified in the theory of the permanent 
revolution. Decrepit capitalism could not 
long survive the event.

Even today, the centers of capitalist 
imperialist power are severely shaken. The 
revolution in Indo-China, the insurrec­
tionary movements for independence ir  
Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria, have created 
a condition of perpetual crisis in France. 
The power of British imperialism has been 
undermined by the loss of its most coveted 
colonial possessions and the continuing 
revolt of its subject peoples. The recent 
general strike of the Spanish workers and 
the movement for independence in Spanish 
Morocco, herald the beginning of the end 
for the bestial Franco dictatorship. Each 
recurring shock to the imperialist system 
sends a tremor through the citadel of 
world capitalist power in the United States.

Negro Struggle in U.S.
As the dominating capitalist power the 

American ruling class has grown sensitive 
to the pressure of world opinion. They 
have been compelled to take cognizance 
of the swelling protest against color dis­
crimination voiced by the newly-awakened 
masses in the erstwhile colonies. The 
desegregation decisions of the U.S. Su­
preme Court were, in large measure, a con­
cession to this pressure. Taking the con­
cessions as a new point of departure and 
using them as a springboard for a further 
advance, the Negro people are pressing 
forward on all fronts in their fight for 
civil rights.

Montgomery is a harbinger of things to 
come. The forces of freedom, progress and 
socialism are on the march. When the 
powerful American labor movement joins 
forces with the movement for Negro 
equality in militant action to storm the 
last stronghold of the racist open-shor 
Dixiecrat South, the knell of world 
capitalist power w ill have sounded.

Daily Worker’s New Version o f CIO Split
By  Tom Kerry (?)

Since the cam paign against 
S ta lin  was unleashed by his 
closest co llabora to rs in  the Soviet 
Union, it has become standard 
practice fo r  the leaders o f  the 
Am erican Com m unist P a rty , to 
s h ift respons ib ility  fo r  a ll the 
S ta lin is t crim es and betrayals  o f 
the w o rk ing  class onto the 
malodorous “ S ta lin  c u lt.”  In  fo l­
low ing th is  course they ape the 
bureaucrats in the K re m lin  who 
see in S ta lin ’s corpse a convenient 
scapegoat.

S ta lin ’s closest co-w orkers in 
the K re m lin  say they did  not act 
when the bloody ty ra n t was alive 
beest.se they were paralyzed by 
fear. They knew w hat was going- 
on bu t did not p ro te s t because 
they Wanted to save th e ir  own 
skins. They were a fra id  —  so they 
went along. -They pa rtic ipa ted 
w ith  S-ialin in  commiititing the 
m ost m onstrous a troc ities . B u t 
now th a t th e ir  e rs tw h ile  ch ie fta in  
is safe ly ensconced in  his tomb, 
they appear eager to  confess and 
expose "h is ”  crimes. In  doing so 
they seek iim m unity  fro m  the 
w ra th  o f the Soviet masses among 
whom the name o f S ta lin  became 
anathema. B u t —  w h ile  decrying 
.Stalin 's name they continue to 
ca rry  on., deepen and extend, his 
basic po lic ies —  policies which 
m ust in e v ita b ly  lead to  fu r th e r  
be traya ls  o f the w o rld  w o rk in g  
class .movement. How is  th is  re ­
flected in the po licy  advocated by 
leaders o f the Am erican Com­
m un is t P a rty?

T A K E N  IN "  BY  S T A L IN
Because they operated thou­

sands o f m iles beyond the  borders 
o f the Soviet U n ion, the leaders 
o f the Am erican CP cannot use 
the excuse o f personal cowardice. 
They pretend they  were “ taken 
in ”  by the  S ta lin  cu lt. They did 
not c ritic ize , they say, because 
they were a fra id  o f g iv in g  aid 
and com fo rt to  the “ enemies”  o f 
socia lism .”  They s lav ish ly  fo l­

lowed every tw is t and tu rn  o f 
S ta lin is t po licy because they had 
fa ith !  They con tribu ted in th e ir  
own w ay to  the b u ild in g  oif the 
S ta lin  c u lt because the y  believed 
n the in fa l l ib i l i t y  o f S ta lin . They 

supported every crim e and p a r­
tic ipa ted e ith e r d ire c tly  o r in ­
d ire c tly  in  every be traya l. B u t 
since the  K re m lin  called i t  to 
th e ir  alteration they a re  prepared 
to adm it they were m istaken. N e t

M a rsh a ll a t ?47 C IO  Convention

The late P h ilip  M u rra y  ( r ig h t )  shown w ith  fo rm e r Secretary 
o f State George C. M arsha ll, at (he 1917 C IO  convention in 
Boston. The fo rm er A rm y  C h ie f-o f-S ta ff was pe rm itted  to  use 
the C IO ’s p la tfo rm  to  propagandize fo r  W a ll S tree t’s w a r 
preparations aga inst the Soviet Union. T h is  “ pa rtne rsh ip ”  o f 
the labor o ffic ia ls  w ith  the co ld-w ar chiefs led to  the a ll-ou t 
w itch  hun t w ith in  the CIO  and the  expulsion o f unions led by 
the S ta lin is ts .

on ly about S ta lin ’s crim es but 
some otf th e ir  own.

A l l  o f th is  mumbo jum bo is 
intended to  conceal the  tru e  ro le  
o f the  Am erican CP as a p o lit i­
cal agency o f the. K rem lin . T he ir 
f ra n tic  tw is ts  and tu rns o f the 
past had no re la tio n  to the needs 
and in te rests o f the A m erican 
w ork ing  class. On the con tra ry , 
they were a lw ays ready to 
sacrifice the in te rests o f the 
workers to  the requirem ents o f 
Soviet fo re ign  po licy. The fo rm u la  
o f “ coexistence,”  which transla tes 
in to  class co llabora tion on an 
in te rna tiona l scale, s t i l l  de te r­
mines the basic po licy o f  the 
Am erican CP. I t  was f irs t  enun­
ciated, not by Khrushchev bu t by- 
S ta lin .

These facts, w tu ie  genera lly  
known, are f irs t  being adm itted 
by Am erican CP leaders. B u t, they 
hasten to add, a ll tha't is  p a rt o f 
the past —  th ings  w i l l  be d i f ­
fe re n t in  the  fu tu re . How  d if ­
fe ren t?  “ One basic positive  b y ­
product o f the post-S ta lin  devel­
opments,”  writes- S ta lin is t “ labo r

exp e rt”  George M o rris  in  the 
A p r i l 22 Sunday W orker, “ has 
been a qu ickening o f the process 
o f M a rx is t independence in  every 
land.”  Thiiis tune is p layed in 
every key by a ll CP leaders.

CP U N IO N  P O LIC Y
Independence, c r it ic a l s e l f -  

analysis and agon iz ing  reap­
pra isa l! That is the theme song 
o f M orris  and his cohorts. As the 
labo r movement is  h is  special 
fie ld, M o rris  confines his “ se lf- 
c r it ic is m ”  to CP trade union 
po licy. To begin w ith  says 
M o rr is :

“ I  don’t  th in k  i t  is a  question 
o f a ton ing  fo r  sins, a lthough 
th a t’s p a r t o f it .  P r im a rily  the 
problem  is  to  look back to see 
i f  we are go ing on the r ig h t  
road ahead. M y own v iew  is tha t 
the le ft,  p a rtic u la r ly  the M a rx ­
ists w ith in  i t ,  has been respon­
sible fo r  some serious m istakes 
in  the  trade  union field. M ost of 
them can be traced to  a lack o f 
independence and c ling ing  to dog­
m atic  fo rm u las  and do c trina ire

. . .V is h in s k y  A ccused
(Continued fro m  page 1)

S ta lin . H a v ing  coupled its  con­
cession on the c u lt w ith  the im ­
mensely popu la r slogan “ Back 
to L e n in !”  the K rem lin  is forced 
to b r in g  out Len in ’s rea l a ttitu d e  
tow ard S ta lin  and the bureau­
c ra tic  danger. Through th is , 
along w ith  genuine economic and 
legal concessions and re form s, 
Khrushchev & Co. hope to appear 
as con tinuators o f Lenin ism , thus 
rid d in g  themselves o f the ta in t 
o f th e ir  decades o f ac ting  as 
S ta lin ’s hatchet men.

The attack on V ish insky is of 
u tm ost im portance as a signal 
o f how fa r  the K re m lin  is p re ­
pared to go under pressure of 
the masses in smashing the S ta l­
in cu lt.

When V ish in sky  died in  N o­
vember 1954, he was known in 
th is  coun try  as the Soviet dele­
gate to the U n ited  Nations. The 
S ta lin is t press m ourned his 
death as the “ dean”  o f Soviet 
law.

■But V ish in sky  was a s in is te r 
figure, who advanced to p rom in ­
ence in the S ta lin is t machine 
th rough  his role in the s laughter 
o f Len in ’s general s ta ff.  In  the 
Russian R evolution o f 1917, V ish ­
insky Was on the side o f the 
counter-revo lu tion . He came over 
to the Bolsheviks on ly  a f te r  the 
de fin itive  v ic to ry  o f the belea­
guered young w orkers state. A n 
obscure careerist, he made h is 
way th rough  his a b il i ty  to  p lay 
the ro le  o f “ prosecutor”  in  the 
fram e-up  scrip ts  prepared by 
S ta lin ’s secret po litica l police.

In  the 1936 Z inoviev-Kam enev 
tr ia l,  V ish insky  raged a t the de­
fendants, c a llin g  them  “ fasc is t 
mad dogs”  and worse. These B o l­
sheviks, who had fo u g h t shoulder 
to shoulder w ith  Len in  and T ro t­
sky as leaders o f the Russian 
R evolution were denounced by 
V ish insky as in league w ith  H i t ­
le r and as m o ra lly  responsible 
fo r  the assassination o f K iro v . 
V ish in sky  demanded th a t these 
heroes o f the Revolu tion be sum­
m a r ily  shot, a demand th a t was 
carried  out.

The m ain p illa r  o f th is  t r ia l 
-was “ confessions”  o f g u ilt  by the 
defendants. Aside from  th is  the 
“ evidence”  consisted o f such 
item s as an alleged “ m eeting”  
w ith  T ro tsky  in  the “ H o te l B r is ­
to l”  in  Copenhagen.

T ro ts k y  denied any such meet­
in g  and pointed ou t th a t the de­
fendants were no t his fo llow ers , 
bu t on the c o n tra ry  had done 
th e ir  best to  make peace w ith  
S ta lin . T ro ts k y ’s denia l was con­
firm ed by p roo f th a t no “ H ote l 
B r is to l”  existed in  Copenhagen. 
I t  had been to rn  down years be­
fore .

Vishinsky paid no attention to

th is . The death sentence was 
carried out and S ta lin ’s fo llow e rs  
the w orld  over tr ie d  to ju s t i fy  
the ju d ic ia l m urders by asking 
w hy the v ic tim s  “ confessed’’ i f  
they were not g u ilty .

In  1937 another t r ia l was s tag ­
ed to  make up fo r  the bad im ­
pression created by the Z inoviev- 
Kamenev farce.

A ga in  Old Bolsheviks were pu t 
in the dock. A g a in  V ish in sky  
called them “ fasc is t mad dogs.”  
A ga in  they “ confessed”  to  being 
in  league w ith  H it le r  and o f 
o rgan iz ing  the assassination o f 
K iro v , p lo tt in g  the death o f S ta l­
in  and a tte m p tin g  to b rin g  back 
cap ita lism  to  the Soviet U n ion 
th rough  the aid o f a fo re ign  
power.

A ga in  the sole “ evidence,”  an 
alleged a irp lane t r ip  by  P yata- 
kov to  Oslo to v is it  T ro tsky , was 
proved to be a fab rica tion . And 
again despite the exposure of 
the fram e-up, V ish insky  demand­
ed the death sentence and i t  was 
carried  out.

1938 T R IA L
The la s t b ig  t r ia l  in  which 

V ish insky  figu red was in  1938. 
H is v ic tim s  th is  tim e  included 
B ukharin , Rakovsky, Rykov and 
o ther s te lla r names in  the B o l­
shevik P a rty  in  the  e a rly  days. 
A lso  included was Yagoda, the 
head o f the secret p o litica l police 
who had organized the f irs t  tw o 
tr ia ls . He was now be ing made 
to pay the price fo r  h is e rro rs  
in the previous fram e-ups which 
had led to th e ir  easy exposure.

Besides repea ting  the charges 
in  the previous tr ia ls , V ish insky 
added some new tw is ts . The 
“ p lo tte rs ”  were accused o f po i­
soning the famous novelist M axim  
G orky, and o f p lo tt in g  to  over­
th row  the So vet reg im e as 
ea rly  as 1918 by m urdering  
Lenin, S ta lin  and Sverdlov. T ro t­
sky was accused o f having been 
a German spy since 1921!

The fram e-up  in  th is  t r ia l  was 
exposed w h ile  the t r ia l  was in 
session b u t th a t d idn ’ t  save the 
hapless v ic tim s. On the basis o f 
th e ir  “ confessions,”  V ish insky  
demanded the death pena lty  and 
18 were shot.

D E W E Y  C O M M IS S IO N
The fam ous In q u iry  Commis­

sion headed by John Dewey, the 
Am erican philosopher and edu­
cato r, had already proved th a t 
the f irs t  tw o tr ia ls  were fram e- 
ups and th a t the v ic tim s , inc lud­
in g  the tw o  m ain defendants, 
Leon T ro ts k y  and his son Leon 
Sedov, were innocent. Thus there 
were fe w  outside the  m ost g u l­
lib le  Sit®] m ists who accepted the 
1938 t r ia l  as genuine.

The world was even more con-

vinced th a t the  p lo tt in g  was on 
the side o f S ta lin  and th a t i t  
was directed aga inst T ro tsky  and 
T ro ts k y ’s program  o f revo lu tion ­
a ry  socialism , by two s ign ifican t 
facts. F irs t,  Leon Sedov died 
ju s t a m onth before the t r ia l 
under m ysterious circumstances 
in a Paris hosp ita l. Second, w h ile  
S ta lin ’s agents were t ra il in g  
Sedov and a tte m p tin g  to assas­
sinate h im , the S ta lin is ts  organ­
ized a b ig  cam paign to  deprive 
T ro tsky  o f his asylum  in M ex­
ico, thus p reven ting  him  fro m  
speaking out and exposing the 
im pending tr ia l.

The charges in  the 1938 t r ia l 
were so fan ta s tic  th a t T ro tsky  
said o f them : “ H av ing  cut them ­
selves loose from  every respon­
s ib ility ,  the to ta lita r ia n  leaders 
have cut themselves loose from  
the e lem entary laws o f common 
sense. The Moscow tr ia ls  s tr ik e  
one as grandiose nonsense, as the 
de lirium  o f a lu n a tic  armed w ith  
enormous power. I t  would be no 
exaggeration to  say th a t th is  
p a rt o f the accusation is sa tu ra t­
ed w ith  T O T A L IT A R IA N  ID I ­
O CY.”

W hen B ukharin , R ykov and the 
others were shot as “ fasc is t 
spies,”  Ben ito M usso lin i was so 
pleased th a t he w ro te  in  his own 
newspaper, Popolo d’ lta l ia ,  th a t 
S ta lin  “ had become a F ascis t.”  
A nd the Ita lia n  d ic ta to r added: 
“ S ta lin  does not reso rt to castor 
o il to  punish Com m unist leaders 
who are so stup id  o r c rim in a l as 
s t i l l  to  believe in  Communism. 
S ta lin  is unable to understand 
the subtle iro n y  involved in  the 
la xa tive  system o f castor o il. He 
makes a clean sweep by means 
o f systems which were born in 
the steppes o f Genghis Khan . . . 
S ta lin  renders a commendable 
service to fascism .”

T H E  R E A L  C R IM IN A L
The on ly  “ evidence”  in  the 

Moscow tr ia ls  was in te rlo ck in g  
“ confessions,”  a ll o f w h ich were 
proved to  be fa lse  a t the  tim e  
they  were made. Today’s a ttack  
on the practice o f t r ia l by con­
fession is thus an a tta ck  on the 
v a lid ity  o f the Moscow T ria ls , 
no m a tte r w h a t o ther aim s i t  
m ay have such as assuring the 
bureaucrats there w il l  be no re ­
pe tition  o f such m onstrosities. To 
name V ish insky  helps make th is  
clear. B u t K hrushchev &  Co. 
have ye t to name the rea l c r im ­
ina l in  the Moscow T r ia ls , the 
one re a lly  g u ilty  o f in troduc ing  
t r ia l by  confession: nam ely,
V ish in sky ’s m aster, S ta lin .

The way the p a tte rn  o f conces­
sions is developing, however, 
th a t concession too w ill be w rung  
from  the bureaucrats who helped 
S ta lin  stage the Moscow Fram e- 
U p T ria ls .

<$>scrip tures, when we should have 
grapp led w ith  the problem s of 
R E A L IS T IC A L L Y  a p p l y i n g  
M arxism  to Am erican life  and 
problem s.”

I t  is f irs t  necessary to decipher 
t ills  S ta lin is t ja rgon . The term  
“ M a rx is t”  in  the above quoted 
passage applies to m embers of 
the CP. “ Lack o f independence,”  
refers to  se lling  ou t the workers 
whenever K re m lin  po licy required 
it .  “ C ling in g  to dogm atic fo r-  
mblas and doc trina ire  sc rip tu re ,”  
is a new note coming- as an 
a fte rm a th  o f the open revision o f 
M a rx is t theory by the recent 20th 
Congress. The language is iden­
tica l. w ith  th a t used by v u lg a r 
c r it ic s  and b it te r  enemies o f 
M a rx is t doctrine.

The lite ra tu re  o f the re fo rm is t 
Social Democracy, which saught 
to emasculate the revo lu tiona ry  
essence o f M a rx ’s teachings, is 
studded w ith  such ep ithets. Lenin 
spent the be tte r pa rt o f his l i fe  
in irreconcilab le  s trugg le  against 
a ll a ttem pts to  present M arx as 
a bourgeois dem ocratic re fo rm er. 
He was constantly  reviled as 
“ dogm atic”  and “ doc trina ire .”  H is  
collected w orks are a veritab le  
arsenal in  defense o f orthodox 
M arx is t doctrine . And the October 
revo lu tion  was h is to rica l con­
firm a tio n  o f revo lu tiona ry  M arx is t 
theory.

You w il l  find  no th ing  in M arx, 
Engels, Le n in  o r T ro tsky  to  sup­
p o rt the  “ coexistence”  theory  of 
Khrushchev - S ta lin  and th e ir  
Am erican exponents. M a rx ’s o u t­
standing con tribu tion  to  social 
science was the disclosure o f the 
class istbuggle as the greatest 
m otive force in  h is to ry . He 
■affirmed th a t in ca p ita lis t society 
the exp lo ited w o rk in g  class, has 
no th ing  in  common w ith  its  ex­
p lo ite rs —  the p ro fit  - goug ing 
cap ita lis t. class. T h a t the  w o rk ing  
class can emancipate its e lf  from  
wage s lavery on ly  th rough  inde­
pendent class action on the 
economic and p o litica l field. That 
class co llabora tion was a  be­
tra y a l o f the s trugg le  fo r  so­
cia lism . T h a t is basic M a rx is t 
doctrine !

How does M o rris  propose to 
use his new ly acquired “ inde­
pendence”  in “ R E A L IS T IC A L L Y  
app ly ing  M arx ism  to Am erican 
life  and problem s ? ”  A f te r  a soul- 
searching reappra isa l o f past 
events he in fo rm s us th a t:

“ A serious exam ination o f the 
trend in the le ft ,  especially since 
W orld  W a r I I ,  I am sure, is  
bo'ijnd to lead to the  conclusion 
th a t the s p lit  in the CIO, th a t 
came to  a c lim ax in 1949 m ig h t 
have been avoided. The blame fo r  
the s p lit  cannot be placed en tire ly  
on P h ilip  M u rra y  and the C IO ’s 
r ig h t  w ing. F o r some tim e  before 
the s p lit  i t  was apparent th a t t.he 
le f t  forces- —- influenced s trong ly  
by the narrowness and le ftism  in 
the ranks o f the M arx is ts  —  
fo rg o t th a t the key to the 
success th a t market! the O IO ’s 
f irs t  ton years was le ft-cen te r 
u n ity .

T ha t u n ity  was breached —  
and the le f t  i ts e lf  con tribu ted to 
th a t breach by its  narrowness, 
over-estim ation o f its  s treng th , 
re fusa l to  re tre a t and compromise 
some when th a t was im pera tive  
(especia lly on the pres identia l 
race and on the  M arsha ll P la n ).”  
(M o rr is ’ em phasis)

T h is is t r u ly  am azing —  even 
fo r a S ta lin is t. The basis fo r  the 
expulsion o f the S ta lin is t- le d  CIO 
unions in 1949 was la id  a t the 
P ortland  convention which m et 
in Novem ber a f te r  T rum an was 
elected president w ith  a ll-o u t CIO 
support. The S ta lin is t- le d  unions 
had supported the  candidacy o f 
H enry  W allace, ru n n in g  fo r  p res i­
dent on the Progressive P a rty  
ticke t.

Flushed w ith  th e ir  “ election 
v ic to ry ”  the CIO leaders led by  
P h ilip  M u rra y  opened a slashing 
a ttack  o r the S ta lin is ts . M u rra y  
was voted d ic ta to r ia l powers to  
“ d isc ip line ’’ any union a ff ilia te  
Which fa ile d  to  fo llo w  OIO po licy. 
The cen tra l tenets o f  CIO po licy  
as defined by M u rra y  w ere: (1) 
Unq.-jailfled suppo rt o f  the T rum an  
D octrine and- the M arsha ll P lan, 
and (2 ) Support o f the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  and its  candidates in  
elections.

The T rum an D octrine unleashed 
the “ cold w a r”  a g a ins t the Soviet 
Union and led d ire c tly  to  the 
“ ■police action ”  in Korea and w a r 
aga inst China. M arsha ll P lan 
funds were used as a weapon in  
the “ cold w a r.”  B illions  o f A m e r­
ican do lla rs were expended to  
bo ls te r W a ll S tree t's  to tte r in g  im ­
p e ria lis t a llies in Europe and bo 
aid them in retaining- tihe ir g r ip  
on th e ir  in su rg en t colonial pos­
sessions. More b illions  were 
poured in to  A sia  to prop up the  
reactionary  d ic ta to r puppets o f 
Am erican B ig  Business. The M a r­
shall P lan was devised to save 
w orld  cap ita lism , to s tab ilize  
ca p ita lis t ru le , and to la y  the 
ground w ork  fo r  W orld  W a r 1TI 
against the Soviet U n ion and its  
allies.

‘Now  (the “ independent”  M o rris , 
in a- qu ick glance backward, takes 
a pot-shot a t “ -the le f t ”  fo r  its  
“ refusa l to  re tre a t and com­
prom ise" “ especially on the .presi­
dentia l race and' the M arsha ll 
P lan.”  To set the record s tra ig h t 
i t  m ust be said th a t the S ta lin is ts  
did th e ir  best to “ re tre a t and 
com prom ise”  a t the 1948 OIO 
convention. They gave “ le f t ”  sup­
port to the M arsh a ll P lan by 
proposing tha t the fund be ad­
m in istered by the U n ited  N ations. 
They protested tha t the P rog res­
sive P a rty  cam paign fo r  W allace 
aided in  the election o f T rum an. 
They cringed, they craw led, they 
re treated, they o ffe red  to  com­
promise. B u t tha t was not enough 
fo r  P h ilip  M u rra y  and his lie u ­
tenants. N o th in g  bu t complete and 
abject cap itu la tion  would have 
sufficed. Now, in re trospect, 
M o rris  comes to  the conclusion 
tha t P h ilip  M u rra y  was no t 
en tire ly  to blame bu t th a t the 
“ le f t ”  m ust share resp on s ib ility  
fo r  th e ir fa ilu re  to “ R E A L IS T IC ­
A L L Y ”  app ly “ M arx ism  to  A m er­
ican li fe  and problem s.”

I t  would be stup id  to th in k  th a t 
M o rr is ’ indulgence in  the new- 
found lu x u ry  o f “ s e lf-c r itic is m ”  is 
a mere exercise in  c r it ic a l re ­
exam ina tion  o f th e  past. There 
is m ethod to  his madness. N e x t 
to, the  S ta lin  c u lt  disclosures the 
th in g  th a t is m ost d is tu rb in g  to  
CP members and supporters is 
the po licy o f sup po rting  the 
DemoTMxiec'rat p a r ty  and its  
candidates fo r  pub lic  office. 
M orris  is engaged in  d ra w in g  
“ lessons”  from  the  past in order 
to sell the K re m lin ’s present co­
existence line  to OP members and 
supporters.

A ll o f the  twaddle about a p p ly ­
ing M arx ism  “ -rea lis tica lly ”  is  
mere w indow-dressing fo r  a po licy 
o f class co llabora tion  -which 
v io lates basic M a rx is t doctrine . 
M o rris  and Co. are t r y in g  w ith  
m ig h t and m ain to  cuddle up to 
the Am erican trade union bureau­
crats, and are prepared to sell­
out the in te res ts  o f the A m erican 
workers one-thousand-tim es over 
to accomplish th e ir  a im . W hile  
th is  be traya l is  cloaked in  »11 o f 
the pa rapherna lia  o f the new 
dispensation i t  adds up to the 
same old poison in new bottles.

Chicago 
CELEBRATE 
M AY DAY

“The Crisis of Stalinism”
H ear a T ro ts k y is t Analysis, 

Howard M ayhew : Chicago O r­
ganizer, S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty .

Question and D iscussion 
Period

In te rn a tio n a l Smorgasbord 
Banquet

Food and Refreshm ents 
from  6:00 P.M. to  8:00 P.M.

Sat., May 5 
Speaking S ta rts  8:00 P.M. 

777 W . Adam s St. 
Auspices:

M ilita n t Labor Forum
Adm ission Free

Twin Cities 
Labor Forum

M ontgom ery Bus P rotest 
M eeting

Speakers :
F rank  Boyd, M em ber o f the 

N a tion a l E xecutive C o m m it­
tee o f  the In te rn a tio n a l 
B rotherhood o f S leeping Car 
Employees.

D o ro thy  Schultz, Representa­
t iv e  o f the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty .

W illia m  P atterson, President 
o f  the M inneapolis You th  
Council, M inneapo lis  Branch 
N A A C P .

H a rry  Braze lton , Sec. o f the 
U P W A  A rea A n iti-D isc rim i- 
na tion  Com m ittee.

F r i. ,  M ay 4. 8:00 P.M .

10 So. 4th S tree t 
M inneapolis, M inn.

Auspices :
T w in  C ities  Labor Forum

Com m ittee
Adm ission Free

S u b s c r ib e !
Start your subscription now. Clip the coupon and mail it 

in today. Send $1.60 for six months subscription or $3 for a full 
year to The Militant, 116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y.

Name

Street ___ _ Zone

City »—.»»•••»•»»•*•.................................. State «...
[ ]  $1.50 Six months Q  $3.00 Full year Q  New Q) Renewal



Marxism vs. Stalinism
By Myra Tanner Weiss

K a r l M a rx  was born on M ay 5, 
1818. On th a t day began the  li fe  
th a t was to  be devoted to  la y in g  
the sc ientific  founda tion  fo r  m an s 
understand ing o f h is social ex­
istence, the discovery o f the laws 
o f m otion o f ca p ita lis t society. 
Above a l l else —  w ith  M a rx  
began m an’s conscious in te rve n ­
tion  in to  the process o f h is to rica l 
change.

'Duning M iarx’s li fe  and ever 
since, the ca p ita lis t ru le rs  have 
been ha rd  a t wocrk try n g  to 
re fu te  h im . In  va in ! M iarx’s views 
found m ore and m ore adherents 
in  the w o rk in g  class. Today his 
name shines b r ig h te r than ever 
and hs ideas l'ig n t the way fo r  
the a n ti-c a p ita lis t movement of 
hundreds o f m illio ns  o f w o rk ing  
people. i |

F IR S T  W O R KER S’ S T A T E
In  less than  a cen tury a fte r  

M a rx ’s b ir th , the  w o rk in g  class 
o f Russia won a  g re a t revo lu tion  
which established the f ir s t  w o rk ­
ers’ state in  h is to ry . Thus the 
v a lid ity  <xf M a rx ’s cen tra l thesis 
th a t cap ita lism  would be .replaced 
by a planned economy in s titu te d  
th rough  a p ro le ta r ia n  revo lu tion  
was proved. W ith  th is  h is to ric  
event the m ain  body o f the 
“ re fu ta tio n s ”  o f M a rx 's  views 
collapsed like  a house o f cards.

As the a u th o r ity  o f M arx ism  
grew  in  the eyes o f oppressed 
people everywhere, so d id  the 
num ber o f pretenders to  the 
M a rx is t school. O hief am ong these 
c la im an ts  w ith in  the w o rk ing  
class are the S ta lin is ts , who in 
the  U n ited  States ca ll themselves 
the Com m unist P a rty . I t  isn ’t  
possible, however, to  decide who 
is  a M a rx is t and who is no t by 
w h a t people c la im  to  be. There 
is an ob jective  te s t: before a ll 
else M arx ism  is a correct analysis 
o f the rea l w o rld . O n ly w ith  such 
an analysis can a p rogram  o f 
s trugg le  be provided th a t w i l l  
b ring  the  w orkers  to  power.

A  problem  o f major- im portance 
fo r  M a rx is ts  o f ou r generation is 
to understand w ha t is go ing on 
in  th a t p a r t  o f the w o rld  where 
cap ita lism  has already been over­
th row n  —  the Soviet sector. How 
did the “ M a rx is ts ”  o f the A m e r­
ican Com m unist P a rty  meet th is  
problem  ?

The en tire  no n -S ta lin is t w o rld  
knew  o f the police d ic ta to rsh ip  in  
th e  Soviet Un ion w ith  its  con­
cen tra tion  camps, fram e-ups, ex­
to rted  confessions, a n ti - S em it- 
ism  and o ffic ia lly  prom ulgated 
pogrom s. The cap ita lis ts  used 
these crim es o f the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy in  th e ir  e f fo r t  to 
d iscred it the ideas o f socialism . 
The Social Dem ocrats used the 
crim es o f S ta lin  to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  
cow ard ly  support o f the cap ita l­
ists. O nly the  T ro tsky is ts  analysed

K A R L  M A R X

the phenomenon o f the ap ­
pearance o f a police d ic ta to rsh ip  
in a w orkers ’ state, d iffe re n tia te d  
it  fro m  the Russian Revolution 
and the planned economy and 
thereby showed the way to defend 
the (Soviet U n ion against its  
enemies, in te rn a l as w e ll as ex­
terna l.

F oster and his cohorts in  the 
CP saw no ev il, spoke no ev il 
and heard no ev il. Now  th e ir 
m asters have rudely opened thedr 
eyes and ears —  and w h a t comes 
out o f th e ir  m ouths? “ E xp la in  i t  
to us,”  they beg o f th e ir  fo rm e r 
deceivers. Even now they cannot 
a tte m p t an analysis on th e ir  
own b u t can on ly  b leat like  sleep 
the few  fac ts  th a t are given, to 
them  and ha il i t  a ll as progress, 
ju s t as yesterday they ha iled  the 
crim es and lies o f S ta lin  as 
“progress.”  They know no o ther 
method.

R E W R IT IN G  H IS T O R Y
In  an a rtic le  headed, “ W ha t 

W as New a t S oviet P a rty  Con­
gress,”  M arch 18, the fo re ign  
ed ito r o f the D a ily  W orke r b r ie f ly  
lis ted  among o ther item s: “ The 
congress condemned practices o f 
re w r it in g  h is to ry  in  order to  ex­
p la in  aw ay events in  h is to ry . I t  
expressed g'reat d issa tis fac tion  
w ith  the in su ffic ie n t works o f h is ­
to ry , economics and ph ilosophy.”  
T h a t is a ll. N o t a word as to  who 
did the “ re w rit in g .”  W hy they 
did it .  O r w h a t they rew rote.

A lm o s t a m onth la te r, A p r i l  10, 
Foster could w r ite  in  the  D a ily  
W orker w ith  complete aplomb, 
“ When a ll o f S ta lin ’s s h o rt­
comings ( re -w r it in g  o f h is to ry ? )  
and leadership excesses (fram e- 
ups, p o g r o m s ,  concentration 
cam ps?) have been exposed and 
explained, he w i l l  s t i l l  stand as a 
fig h te r who perfo rm ed g reat 
services in  the bu ild in g  o f Soviet 
and w orld  Socialism .”  (M y  paran- 
the tica l questions. M T W .) I s th is  
se rv ile  apology fo r  S ta lin is t 
crim es to  be palmed o f f  as 
M arx ism ?

The c a p ita lis t w o rld  is closer 
ait hand fo r  the American, S ta l­
in is t  leaders. Perhaps here they

are able to  do better-. B u t people 
who have long been tra in ed  to 
take orders fro m  above —  can 
on ly  take orders fro m  above. 
Thus Joseph C lark in  the a rtic le  
quoted above en thus iastica lly  re ­
po rts  another item  fro m  the 20th 
Congress: “ The Soviet leaders 
said th a t under present condi­
tions they recognize the pos­
s ib il i ty  o f a peacefu l tra n s itio n  
to  socialism  in  various countries. 
They also said th a t  w o rk ing  peo­
ple would he able to establish 
socialism  th rough  p a rlia m en ta ry  
means.”

Then C la rk  goes on to  say, 
“ Thus, they (20 th  Congress) re a f­
firm ed the M a rx is t prem ise th a t 
Com m unists never seek violence, 
in tra n s itio n  or in  an y th ing  else.”  
B u t M a rx ’s theory  o f revo lu tion  
has no th ing  to do w ith  the w o rk ­
ers “ seeking”  violence. I t  was 
based on the violence o f the 
ca p ita lis t class —  a violence th a t 
is pe rpe tra ted  d a ily  and lultim aite ly 
assumes the fo rm  o f fasc is t ru le  
i f  the w orkers fa i l  to take power.

LA S T  P R E T E N S E  G O N E
The heads o f the bureaucratic 

caste in  the Soviet U n ion, and 
C la rk  indecently  qu ick behind 
them, are th lo w in g  out the last 
pretense to L e n in is t theory. Lenin 
devoted h im se lf tire less ly  to  com­
b a ttin g  the Social Democrats 
whom  he contem ptuously called 
“ p a rlia m e n ta ry  socialists.”

B u t perhaps the ideas o f M arx  
and Lenin are now in va lid . P er­
haps we no longer live  in  an 
“ epoch o f wars and revo lu tions”  
as L e n in  term ed it .  I f  so, w ha t 
change has taken place in the 
na ture o f cap ita lism ? Has i t  
ceased to be exp lo ita tive?  Is  i t  
no longer m onopolistic ? Is  the 
economic cris is  resolved? Has im ­
pe ria lism  ceased to be expansion­
is t?  Has ca p ita lis t ru le  lo s t its  
violence ?

F a r fro m  it .  There a re  d i f ­
ferences o f course in  cap ita lism  
as Len in  knew i t  and cap ita lism  
as i t  is  today. B u t these d i f ­
ferences are qu an tita tive , not 
qua lita tive . C ap ita lism  is more 
m onopolistic —  the whole ca p ita l­
is t  w o rld  is today dom inated by 
U.S. B ig  Business. I ts  need fo r  
w o rld  conquest is  g rea te r than 
ever before —  th a t is w hy the 
cap ita lis ts  have embarked on a 
perm anent w a r economy. And 
there is c e rta n ly  no th ing  pacific 
about a nuclear arm s race.

There is  now on ly  one body o f 
M a rx is t though t tha t stands the 
test o f tim e. W ith  S ta lin  acknow l­
edged as a ty ra n t  eve ry th ing  
published by the  -  Com piunist 
P a rty  in  the la s t th ree  decades 
has to be revised from  begin­
n ing  to  end. Anyone who is 
serious about find ing  the road 
back to M arx ism  must begin w ith  
the w ork  o f Leon T ro tsky .
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BOOKS BY LEON TROTSKY
On the Soviet Union and Stalinism

“ Is  i t  no rm a l th a t having lived alm ost 40 years a fte r  October we do no t have 
e ith e r a b r ie f o r  a complete M a rx is t-L e n in is t textbook on the h is to ry  o f the 
October Revolu tion and the Soviet s ta te , which would show, w ith o u t va rn ish ­
ing, not on ly the  facade b u t the whole many-sided li fe  o f our Soviet F a the r- 
land? ”  M ikoyan , F irs t  Deputy P rim e M in is te r, a t 20th Congress o f the Russian 
Com m unist P a rty .

What accounts for this self-admitted bankruptcy of the Kremlin bureaucracy? 
The answer can be found in the writings on the subjects listed by Mikoyan that the 
Stalinist bureaucrats have suppressed — namely, the works of Leon Trotsky.
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IN  D E F E N S E  OF M A R X IS M  —  A n  exposition 
o f the Soviet U n ion  in  W orld  W a r I I ,  its  
class na ture  and the ro le o f the S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy. c lo th  $2.50
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T H E  SUPPRESSED T E S T A M E N T  OF L E N IN
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LE O N  S E D O FF —  w r itte n  on the death o f 
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S T A L IN IS M  A N D  B O LS H E V IS M  $ .15

T H E  R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N  —  Copenhagen 
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Buffalo Sm ith A c t  V ic tim  
Sentenced to  5 Years

By Theodore Kovalesky
BUFFALO — John Francis Noto, former local Com­

munist Party organizer, was found guilty April 12 of 
violation of the “ membership” clause of the Smith Act 
and sentenced to serve five years-S-----------------------------------------------------
in a federa l prison. Thus Noto, 
s u ffe r in g  the pena lty  fo r  having 
“ dangerous though ts ,”  becomes 
the f irs t  w itch -hu n t v ic tim  in 
New Y o rk  State under th is  v i­
cious prov is ion  o f the S m ith  A ct.

The prosecution took ve ry  few  
chances in  the selection o f a 
ju ry  which -would be v ir tu a lly  
ce rta in  to convict Noto. One o f 
the questions asked prospective 
ju ro rs  —  and th is  was en tire ly  
unprecedented in  th is  area —  
was, “ Have you 1 ever been a 
member o f e ithe r B ell Local 501 
U A W  or W estinghouse Local 
1581 IU E ? ”  These tw o pow erfu l 
locals, among the la rgest in  the 
B u ffa lo  area, have long been 
noted fa r  and w ide fo r  th e ir  m il­
itancy.

A lso  among the questions was 
a lis t o f publications inc lud ing  
both the D a ily  W orker and the 
M ilita n t.  Obviously anyone an­
sw ering  th a t he had read these 
papers would have been disqual­
ified im m edia te ly .

A f te r  such ca re fu l screening, 
the ju r y  even tua lly  selected was 
a m iddle-class g roup ing  compos­
ed m a in ly  o f m anageria l types 
and w e ll-to-do women, who lis ­
tened w ith  stony faces to the 
proceedings and took a scanty 
th ree -and-a-ha lf hours to reach 
a ve rd ic t o f g u ilty .

STOOL PIG EO NS
A s is usual in  these w itc h ­

hu n t tr ia ls , much o f the tim e 
was spent on tes tim ony o f gov­
ernm ent stool pigeons. These fe ll 
in to  two categories: f ir s t  the 
spies who had operated w ith in  
the CP as members w h ile  actu­
a lly  tu rn in g  in  reports  to  the 
F B I; and second fo rm e r mem­
bers who had believed in  the 
princ ip les o f S ta lin ism  and then

la te r, as paid in fo rm ers , betrayed 
th e ir  fo rm e r comrades.

In  the la tte r  group was John 
Lau tne r, fo rm e r h ig h -ra n k in g  
fun c tiona ry  o f the Com m unist 
P a rty , who was m ento r and guide 
to the bum bling  prosecutor, U.S. 
A tto rn e y  John O. Henderson.

One stool pigeon whose te s ti­
m ony po s itive ly  enchanted the 
ju ry  was Joseph Chatley, a bus 
d rive r who jo ined the Com m unist 
P a rty  in  1949 as an F B I in fo r ­
m er. Chatley unfolded w h a t the 
B u ffa lo  E ven ing News described 
as a “ cloak and dagger”  account 
o f supposedly be ing assigned to 
conceal a top ran k in g  member 
o f an “ atom spy r in g ”  in  his 
home. He claimed Noto had to ld 
h im  th a t a ce rta in  man would 
appear a t his house w ith  a cer­
ta in  password. Since the actual 
tim e o f the gentlem an’s appear­
ance was vague, C hatley would 
have to rem ain a t home du rin g  
certa in  specified hours each n ig h t 
a w a itin g  the m ysterious stranger. 
B u t a lthough he w aited pa tie n tly  
fo r  months, M r. X  never did 
show up.

T ha t a new- p a rty  member such 
as C hatley should be trus ted  
w ith  such an assignm ent ( i f  we 
g ra n t fo r  a m om ent any p a rt o f 
th is  cock-and-bull s to ry ) would 
seem inconceivable on the face 
o f it .  The ju ry , however, digested 
th is  r ich  comic-book m a te ria l 
w ith o u t even a burp.

COOL R E C E P TIO N
In  1952 Chatley managed to 

ge t h im se lf removed fro m  his 
post on the tra n s it  loca l’s exec­
u tive  board to  prove to  the F B I 
w hat a ro a rin g  red ro le he was 
p lay in g  as a m il ita n t  Commu­
n is t. Th is past week, a fte r  his 
fo rm e r “ rad ica lism ”  was exposed

S>-----------------------------------------------
as the ta w d ry  tr ic k e ry  o f a stool 
pigeon, Chatley hastened back to 
his union. E xpecting  to be g ree t­
ed w ith  cheers and perhaps a 
rousing chorus o f “ H a il the Con­
quering Hero,”  he was instead 
greeted w ith  silence. When f i­
na lly  some friend  o f his moved 
that the m embership extend an 
apology to  him  fo r  th e ir  past 
action, the un ion ists weren’t  in ­
terested and refused to recon­
sider th e ir  past position. E v i­
den tly  they d idn ’t like  stool 
pigeons.

F o llow ing  the conviction, Fed­
era l Judge H aro ld  P. B urke im ­
m edia te ly raised N o to ’s ba il fro m  
$10,000 to $20,000. The w itc h ­
hun t v ic tim , unable to produce 
it ,  was com m itted to the E rie  
County Ja il. T h is  is e n tire ly  in  
keeping w ith  the savage prece­
dents th a t have been set in th is  
period concerning p o litica l p r is ­
oners. Excessive and d is c r im in ­
a to ry  ba il, a lthough  in  d irec t v io ­
la tion  o f the U.S. C onstitu tion , 
has become the ru le  ra th e r than 
the exception where v ic tim s  of 
the w itch  hu n t are concerned. 
The defense is appealing the ex­
cessive b a il as w e ll as the  con­
v ic tion .

W hile  Noto was v ir tu a lly  un­
known in the B u ffa lo  area, the 
c a p ita lis t press nevertheless de­
voted enormous space to the cov­
erage o f the tr ia l.  N o t since the 
Korean W ar has the w itch  hunt 
loca lly  been raised to such a 
p itch . B u t as every action has 
its  own reaction, the re  are very  
defin ite  signs o f resistance to it .

W hen John N o lo  was a tte m p t­
ing  to  ra ise his o r ig in a l b a il o f 
$10,000, the B u ffa lo  Branch o f 
the Socialist W orkers P a rty  gave 
him  what financia l aid i t  could. 
A t  th a t tim e the SW P stated 
th a t i t  would then and in  the 
fu tu re  be glad to assist him  in 
th is  case in  any way possible, 
despite fundam enta l po litica l 
disagreements.

... Montgomery Fight
(Continued fro m  page I )  ,,

aga inst any and a l l who darejl 
to cross the color line.

T H E  F IG H T  C O N T IN U E S
The f ig h t in  M ontgom ery goes 

on! The ranks o f the freedom  
figh te rs  are standing firm . T h e ir 
heroic s trugg le  has already made 
im pressive gains. T h e ir sustained 
p ro tes t action  has made J im  
Crow a m a jo r issue in  the p res i­
dentia l election cam paign. I t  has 
spurred labo r leader W a lte r Reu- 
the r to issue a pub lic  u ltim a tum  
addressed to the  ch ie fta ins  of 
the D em ocratic p a r ty :  “ You’ve 
g o t to  make a choice —  you 
cannot have M r. (Senator) East- 
land and have us a t the same 
tim e.”

The mass action in  M ontgom ­
ery was d ire c tly  responsible fo r 
the cap itu la tion  o f the bus com­
panies on the segregation issue 
and was la rge ly  in s tru m en ta l in  
upse tting  the segregation pa tte rn  
in  a num ber o f im p o rtan t c ities 
o f the border states. We can be 
assured th a t i t  p lays no sm all 
pa rt in  the de liberations o f the 
august Justices o f the Supreme 
C ourt.

A nd the f ig h t goes on! The 
recent events are calculated to 
im p a rt an added im petus to the 
s trugg le  fo r  c iv il r ig h ts . The 
m ovem ent o f support fo r  the 
em battled M ontgom ery freedom  
figh te rs  m ust be expanded and 
in tensified. Especia lly  by the o r­
ganized labo r movement, M any 
unions th roughou t the country 
have con tribu ted m a te ria l aid to 
the bus pro test movement. B u t 
by and la rge  the in it ia t iv e  has 
come fro m  the ranks w ith  on ly 
an exceptional union leader here 
and there com ing ou t in  active 
support.

T H E  A C ID  T E S T
I t  is no t enough fo r  W a lte r 

R euther to  berate the leaders o f 
the Dem ocratic p a rty  fo r  th e ir  
fa ilu re  to take a stand fo r  c iv il 
r ig h ts . The acid test today fo r  
those who champion the cause o f 
c iv il r ig h ts  is M ontgom ery. T ha t 
is the f ro n t  line. T h a t is where 
the issue has been jo ined. T ha t 
is where the v ic to i-y  can be won 
—  i f  labor th row s its  power in to  
the breach on the side o f the in ­
dom itab le freedom  crusaders.

Reuther is p resident o f the 
m ost po w e rfu l labor union in  the 
country. In  addition, he is head 
o f the in d u s tr ia l union section of 
the A F L -C IO . The m in im um , the 
absolute m in im um  he should do, 
is to call upon the unions which 
look to h im  fo r  guidance and 
leadership, to respond to the ap­
peal o f the Rev. D r. M a rtin  
L u th e r K in g  J r., head o f the 
M ontgom ery Im provem ent Asso­
c ia tion , fo r  100 sta tion  wagons 
to prov ide tra n sp o rta tio n  fo r  the 
M ontgom ery N egro  com m unity.

T ha t is not. much to  ask. The 
U n i t e d  A u tom ob ile  W orkers, 
alone, num bering over one m il­
lion members, could ve ry  easily 
finance the en tire  pro ject.

W h ile  m a te ria l aid to  M o n t­
gom ery is the im m ediate need, 
much more is required to ba tte r 
down the w a lls  o f co lor d isc rim ­
ina tion  and segregation in  the 
South. A  call fo r  m a te ria l aid by 
Reuther —  or any o the r top 
leader o f the A F L -C IO  —  would 
set the en tire  labor m ovem ent in 
m otion. The M ontgom ery mass 
movement has set the stage fo r  
the union o rgan iza tion  o f the 
open-shop South.

The A F L -C IO  has announced 
i t  has accumulated a huge fund 
am ounting  to  m any m illio ns  o f 
do lla rs to organize the South. 
The o rgan iza tion  o f the South 
was given top position in  the 
convention de libera tions which 
unified the two organ izations.

The m il ita n t mood o f the N e­
groes in th e ir  f ig h t fo r  c iv il r ig h ts  
has been matched in recent tim es 
by m il ita n t s tr ik e  action by  key 
unions in the South fo r  th e ir  
economic demands. I f  bo th arc 
jo ined in  unified s trugg le  against 
the common foe the v ic to ry  is 
assured.

The rap id  in d u s tria liza tio n  o f 
the South has created a large 
urban w o rk in g  class. The fe a r o f 
un ion iza tion  on the p a r t o f the 
Southern p lu tocracy has grow n 
in d irec t p ro po rtion  to the ex­

pand ing w o rk in g  class concentra­
tions in  the c ities. T h e ir tra d i­
tio n a l weapon to keep the  w o rk- 
ei-s d ivided is color d isc rim ina tion  
and segregation. T h e ir rab id  rac­
is t  propaganda is designed to 
cloak th e ir  naked m a te ria l in te r ­
ests.

They can succeed on ly so long 
as the labor leadership fa ils  to 
in tervene. W ith  a correct po licy 
and program  and w ith  a de ter­
mined leadership, the labor move­
ment can ra lly  the workers, 
w h ite  and black, in  defense o f 
th e ir  m utua l in terests.

The W h ite  C itizens Councils 
have been able to p reva il on ly  
because the labo r leaders have 
been de re lic t in thertr du ty . Too 
long a delay can on ly  accelerate 
and streng then the d iv is ive  ten­
dencies a lready dangerously m an­
ifested in  a num ber o f Southern 
union a ffilia te s  under the in f lu ­
ence o f elements associated w ith  
the an ti-N e g ro , an ti-un ion  W hite  
C itizens Councils.

Conditions are favo rab le  now 
fo r  a m a jo r th ru s t in to  the open- 
shop South. By launch ing a suc­
cessful o rgan iz ing  d rive  now the 
re la tionsh ip  o f forces in the en­
t ire  coun try  can be a lte red in 
fa vo r o f the w o rk in g  people. The 
union leaders have the money, 
they have the mass power, M on t­
gom ery has provided them w ith  
a favo rab le  con juncture —  a ll 
they need is the w ill.

Chicago Unionist Arrested While 
Collecting Funds for Montgomery

Chicago cops last week arrested Kenneth Sanders, 
active Chicago trade unionist, for collecting funds to 
finance the purchase of a station wagon to be contributed
to the M ontgom ery car pool.
Sanders was ac tin g  as an auth-
orized representa tive  o f the C hi­
cago S tation W agons fo r  M ont- 
gomex-y Com m ittee which is en­
gaged in  a cam paign to  augm ent 
the M on tgom ery car pool by 
ra is in g  funds fro m  sym path izers 
and supporters o f the fig h t 
aga inst J im  Crow.

The charge aga inst Sanders 
was based on the f lim s y  techn i­
c a lity  o f co llec ting  funds w ith ou t 
be ing “ a ffilia te d  w ith  any char­
itab le  o rgan iza tion  authorized by 
the c ity  council to so lic it funds 
on designated days.”  Cops arc 
the same the w o rld  over. In  
M ontgom ery the cops harass 
d rive rs  o f the ca r poo] by a r ­
rests on legal techn ica lities. A  
practice duplicated by the cops 
in Chicago who harass support­
ers o f the bus p ro tes t movement.

The Chicago S tation Wagons 
fo r  M ontgom ery Com m ittee was 
set up a f te r  a mass m eeting in 
th a t c ity  heard a re p o rt by .So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a r ty  presiden-

t ia l candidate, F a rre ll Dobbs, 
ca llin g  fo r  m a te ria l aid to  the 
freedom  figh te rs  o f M ontgom ery.

Detroit Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum

Announces its  move to a 
new h a ll:

3737 Woodward
■First Foruim a t New H a ll:  

“ A re  We Heading Tow ard 
A no ther C iv il W a r? ”

Hear an answer to the 96 
Southern congressmen who 
signed the p ro  - segregation 
m anifesto, to W illia m  F au lkner, 
to rac is t Dearborn M ayo r H ub­
bard, and to those who thank 
J im  Crow can be fo u g h t by 
v o tin g  Dem ocratic.
F rida y , M ay 4, at 8:00 P.M. 

Donation 25c.
Free fo r  Unemployed

M a cy  P icke t In ju re d

In ju red  s tr ik e r , Ceil C u rry , is  helped by fe llow -p icke ts  
w h ile  w a itin g  fo r  a rr iv a l o f ambulance. The 12-day s tr ik e  o f 
8,000 Macy workers, the la rgest departm ent store in  the world , 
was settled A p r i l  23. Some concessions were made on a ll o f the 
un ion’s demands except w o rk ing  hours.

...Key Issues of 1956
(Continued fro m  page 1)

representative o f the A m erican 
CP in 1928.

“ The cris is  o f w o rld  S ta lin ism , 
made evident by the 20th Con­
gress o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f 
the Soviet Union is an expression 
o f a new stage o f the Russian 
R evolution,”  Cannon said. “ The 
Russian R evolution has dominated 
the course o f the w orld  in  the last 
39 years. I t  is the greatest, force 
in h is to ry , because i t  m arked the 
beginning o f the w orld  revo lu ­
tion . O ur s trugg le  against S ta l­
in is t reaction has been, a s tru g ­
gle to  uphold the program  o f the 
authors o f the Russian R evo lu­
tio n : independent w o rk in g  class 
p o lit ic a l ac tion  and the .p rinc ip le  
tha t the revo lu tiona ry  vanguard 
needs to  organize its  own pa rty . 
The long T ro ts k y is t s tru g g le  is 
being v indicated by the events.”

D esignating  the liq u id a tio n  o f 
the S ta lin  c u lt as a genuine con­
cession to  the Soviet w o rk in g  
class, the reso lu tion on the  New 
'Stage in  the Russian Revolu­
tio n  states the K re m lin  was 
fo rced  to  g ra n t i t  u ix ie r 
heavy pressure fro m  the masses. 
The Soviet w o rk in g  class —  
nearly 50 m illio n  strong  —  is 
beginning- to ass exit its e lf  as an 
independent, force. I t  w ill not res t 
a t the present concessions bu t w ill 
keep dem anding nxoi-e. E ven tua lly  
i t  W ill move to ovex'throw the 
bureaucra tic  dlotaitarship in a 
p o litica l revo lu tion .

Wfhe.reas the T ro ts k y is t move­
ment is being confirm ed in  the 
princ ip led  s trugg le  i t  has waged 
since 1923, the en tire  S ta lin is t 
movem ent —  lax-ge and pow erfu l 
as i t  is —  has been th row n  in 
confusion and consternation by 
the ju n k in g  o f the S ta lin  cu lt. In  
l ig h t  o f th is  the SW P N a tiona l 
Com m ittee adopted plans fo r  a 
v igorous educational campaign 
around revo lu tiona ry  princ ip les 
betrayed by counter-i’evo lu tiona ry  
S ta lin ism . The cam paign w ill 
fea tu re  pub lica tion  and w ide­
spread distnibultiolx to  .indica J 
workei'S o f m a te ria l exposing the 
crim es o f S ta lin ism  and se tting  
fo r th  the au then tic  revo lu tiona ry  
ou tlook .-‘‘Young w o rkers  and s tu ­
dents aroused to socia lis t ideas 
w ant to road and study the p rob­
lems o f the w o rk in g  oliass move­
m ent —  inc lud ing  the m ost com­
plica ted,”  . said Cannon in  his 
report. “ We T ro tsky is ts  arc tlxe 
on ly  ones w ith  a body o f lite ra -  
tu re  they can sink th e ir  teeth 
in .”

R E T U R N  TO L E N IN IS M
The aim o f tlxe cam paign is to  

regroup the w o rkers ’ vanguard 
around the p rogram  o f the Rus­
sian R evolution, w h ich placed 
defense o f the Soviet U n ion  ixx 
the con text o f the extension of 
the revo lu tiona ry  conquests to the 
en tiré  w o rld . W th ln  the  Com­
m un is t P arties  S ta lin  overthrow  
Len in ’s p iu g ra m  o f in te rna tiona l 
socialism  and fo is ted  on thean 
his own reactionary  na tiona lis t 
course designed t.o prom ote the 
intei-ests o f the Soviet bureau­
cracy.

S ta lin is t dom ination  o f the ra d i­
cal m ovem ent b ro ug h t d iso rien ta ­
tion  to its  m ilita n ts  who re luc ­
ta n tly  earned ou t class-collabora­
tio n is t po lic ies —• inc lud ing  sup­
p o rt to the Dem ocratic P a rty  dn 
th is  c o u n tiy  —  because S ta lin  
bad decreed them  to be necessary 
fo r  the defense o f the Soviet 
U nion. The den.uxxciaition o f the 
S ta lin  c u lt by h is he irs  opens the 
w ay fo r  complete re-exam ina­
tion  by rad ica l w orkers o f all 
S ta lin is t tenets —  in c lud in g  those

the present CP leaders continue to 
preadh.

F a rre ll Dobbs, N a tion a l Sec­
re ta ry  o f the SW P, gave the N a ­
tion a l Com m ittee an in s p ir in g  
repo rt o f h is tixip to M ontgom ery, 
Ala., where he covered the recent 
t r ia l o f the bus - segregation 
pro test leaders fo r  the M ilita n t, 
l ie  a lso reported on his t r ip  to 
D e tro it, Chicago and Cleveland to  
organize aid fo r  the em battled 
A labam a Negroes.

“ The Negro s trugg le  has 
reached a new stage o f develop­
m ent,”  said the SW P p res iden tia l 
candidate. “ L a s t fa ll ,  mass pro test 
meetings and doixxonsti'ations took 
place in the N egro com m unities 
in  the N o rth  and W est over the 
jnu rde r o f E m m ett T il l .  Then, asx 
independent Negro mass move­
m en t began to assert its  power 
in  the  South. Th is was d ra m a tic ­
a lly  il lu s tra te d  by the pro test 
movement in  M ontgom ery.

U N IO N IZ E  T H E  S O UTH
The aotion, added to the upsurge 

o f labor m ilita n c y  among w h ite  
workers as shown in  the s tr ik e  
wave la s t year, ci'eates favo rab le  
conditions fo r  an A F L -C IO  cam ­
pa ig n  to  un ionize the South, 
Success w ou ld  dexnolish the las t 
s trongho ld  o f the open shop in  
the U.S. and underm ine the 
.po litica l power o f the Southern 
Bourbons, one o f the firm est 
p illa rs  o f B ig  Business ru le  in  the 
U.S.

Dobbs scoi'ed the A F L -C IO  top 
leaders fo r  fa ilu re  to send rep­
resentatives to the M ontgom ery 
t r ia l and launch an a ll-o u t cam­
paign to  aid the N egro movement. 
T he ir fa ilu re  to act is p lay in g  
in to  the handts o f the W hite  C it i­
zens Council, who by de fau lt arc 
o rgan iz ing  w h ite  w o rke rs  in to  
th e ir  ranks. The p rim a ry  reason, 
he said, fo r  the do-no th ing po licy 
o f the top  labo r officialdoan on 
th is  score is th e ir  t ie  to  the 
Democxaiic P a rty .

The N a tiona l Com m ittee sent 
a message to the Lanka  Santa 
Sam uja P a rty , Ceylonese T ro t­
s ky is t o rgan iza tion  h a ilin g  its  
recent election gains. “ B y  its  
irreconcilab le  s tru g g le  on beha lf 
o f tlxe w o rk in g  masses tlxe LSSP 

paved the w ay fo r  the ignom in ious 
defeat o f the reactionary  K o te - 
lawala governm ent,”  said the 
message. “ T h is  de feat constitutes 
a te ll in g  blow a t Anglo-Aaxxcri- 
can im p e ria lism  in  A s ia  and 
th roughou t the w orld . . . The elec­
tion  resu lts , wh ich reg is tered your 
g ro w in g  s treng th , should prove 
o f inestim able a id  in  advancing 
T ro ts k y is t ideas and methods o f 
s trugg le  th rou gh ou t the colonial 
w orld , ideas and methods which 
are embodied in  tlxe. theory  o f tlxe 
perm anent in vo lu tion . F o r the 
colon ia l masses there is no way 
to em ancipation except thxough 
socialism .”

The las t item  o f business o f 
the N a tiona l Com m ittee m eeting 
was to launch a Socia lis t Cam ­
paign Fund to finance the am ­
b itious educational and propa­
ganda a c tiv itie s  planned. The 
fund would include financing o f 
the S W P’s c iv il r ig h ts  and c iv i l 
libe rties  cam paign and a pub­
lica tions program  o f books and 
pam phlets dealing w ith  the 
Russian Revolution, S ta lin ism  and 
other m a jo r theore tica l problem s 
o f the soc ia lis t movement. Radical 
workers, b a ttle rs  fo r  c iv l r ig h ts  
and champions o f c iv i l libe rtie s  
are urged to send th e ir  con tribu ­
tions to  the  S oc ia lis t Cam paign 
Fund, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New 
Y o rk  3, N . Y .


