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STALIN’S ANTI-SEMITIC BLOOD PURGES
ADMITTED BY JEWISH PAPER IN POLAND
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Khrushchev Tells How Stalin Got 
“Confessions” for Moscow Trials

The Whole Kremlin 
Bureaucracy Stands 

Guilty Before History
An Editorial

We address the following lines to the masses of Jewish 
and class conscious workers who are devoted partisans of 
the Soviet Union and thought that Stalinism was the true 
expression of Communism:

We know you are stunned and sickened by the news 
contained in the Polish Jewish paper, i'olksstimme, 
entitled “ Our Anguish and Our Consolation.”

Many of you must be asking: “ Can it  be that every­
thing we have lived by for over three decades is nothing 
but a pack of perfidious lies? Can it  be that Stalin, who 
was represented to us as the personification of the revolu­
tion and socialism itself, was not merely guilty of “ in­
correct methods of work”  and building the “ cult of the 
individual” as Foster said recently in the Daily Worker, 
bnt was rather the organizer of monstrous frame-ups, the 
extractor of “confessions” through torture, the murderer 
of countless devoted revolutionists and a blood-stained 
anti-semitic butcher?”

Surely none of you believe the astonishing “ explana­
tion”  repeated in the Folksstimme, Fredheit and Daily 
Worker that all this was the work of Beria! I t  is enough 
to point out that Beria had not yet been brought in by 
Stalin during the decimation of the leaders of Soviet 
Jewry in the Thirties for this “explanation” to fall apart. 
Who was responsible for the anti-semitic purges of the 
Thirties? The secret police chiefs who preceded Beria? 
Yezhov ? Yagoda?

But Stalin with his dictatorial power handpicked all 
three of these police chiefs. There is no escaping the fact 
that Stalin was chief organizer of the historic crimes 
against the working class.

Who Was Stalin?
For revolutionary workers, however, this does not 

close the question; it only opens the way to consideration 
of the real problem: Who was Stalin?

Isn’t it  clear that in disclaiming full responsibility 
for partnership with Stalin in all his crimes the present 
Kremlin leadership is following the very method of in­
dividual cultism i t  is supposed to be discarding? They are 
depicting Stalin as a super-human power who was capable 
of single-handedly terrorizing a nation born in a great 
socialist revolution.

No, comrades, it doesn’t make sense. Not from the 
point of view of Marxism. Obviously Stalin was the hideous 
product of an entire social strata, the bureaucratic caste 
which lifted him to power and entrusted its drive for 
privilege, power, prestige and revenue to one super­
bureaucrat.

Stalin was the Russian equivilant of a Dave Beck or a 
George Meany — with state power in his hands. He arose 
out of the bureaucracy of a workers’ state, isolated for 
long decades by the delay of the world socialist revolu­
tion. This Soviet bureaucracy, like all labor bureaucracies, 
is the expression of world capitalist pressure on the first 
workers’ state in history. I t  usurped power by destroying 
Lenin’s Bolshevik party and slaughtering the vanguard of 
the Russian revolutionary working class.

The Folksstimme editors explain why they “ kept 
silent despite the fact that we saw and painfully felt the 
tragic results of Beriadom.” They say, “ We were con­
vinced that the Leninist party would sooner or later 
uncover the whole trut’h and would determinedly and 
energetically reveal It to all the people.”  This is not the 
answer of revolutionists, but of frightened bureaucrats.

What was this party that would “ sooner or later” 
uncover the truth, while in the meantime the best rep­
resentatives of the working class and the flower of Soviet 
Jewish culture was drowned in blood? Were they not a 
part of this party? Wasn’t  i t  their duty to fight within 
the party against the bureaucratic marauders?

Trotsky Was Not Silent
Remember, comrades, that’s what Leon Trotsky did! 

Together with Lenin, as proven in Lenin’s last testament, 
he fought Stalinism from its inception as a mortal danger 
to the defense of the Soviet Union and the world socialist, 
revolution. For this he was expelled, exiled and then 
murdered by a Stalinist pick-axe assassin. And for this 
struggle against Stalinism tens of thousands of Bolshcvik- 
Leninist workers and youth perished in Stalin’s dungeons.

You have been taught to revile Trotsky and Trot­
skyism. But who taught you this? Isn’t  the author of the 
struggle against Trotskyism the master executioner of 
revolutionists — Joseph Stalin?

As revelation after revelation brings to light the 
criminal course of the entire bureaucratic gang that was 
headed by Stalin, we are confident that you will ask 
yourselves the most important question of all: Wasn’t 
Trotsky right in fighting the bureaucratic caste through­
out the dark years of Stalinist reaction?

G u ilty  o f Fram e-Ups, M u rd e r and  Pogrom s

Strike Wave In Spain 
Tells Franco9s Doom
By John Black

Spanish workers, showing u tte r 
d isregard fo r the oppressive laws 
and the d ire  th rea ts o f F ranco’s 
fasc is t regim e, have succeeded in 
w inn ing  wage increases by a 
wave o f massive s trikes  in the 
no rth  o f Spain.

S ta rtin g  in the backward and 
genera lly  conservative province 
o f N ava rra , where they tied up 
the cap ita l c ity  o f Pamplona in 
a general s trike , w o rkers ’ in su r­
gency spread th roughou t the t r a ­
d itio n a lly  a n ti-fa sc is t Basque 
province, a ffe c tin g  among many 
others the Babcock & W ilcox 
Company steel p lan t in Bilbao, 
and then leaped over to Barce­
lona.

These s trikes arc by th e ir  very  
nature directed aga inst the F ra n ­
co regim e. A ll economic decisions 
are made by the Cabinet in 
M adrid , and w orkers  are fu l ly  
aware tha t they can w in  no per­
m anent c o n c e s s i o n s  except 
through a s trugg le  vigorous 
enough to force the men around 
Franco to accede to th e ir  de­
mands.

The workers o f Pamplona who 
organized picnics on the banks 
o f the r iv e r  A rg a  du ring  w o rk ­
in g  hours were moved to act by 
economic motives. Raging in f la ­
tion has driven  them to desper­
ate action. L iv in g  costs in Spain 
have risen t.hree-and-one-half 
tim es over the 1940 index. When 
oven the government-sponsored 
N a tiona l Syndicate O rgan iza tion 
— Franco’s fake trade unions — 
demanded wage increases, the 
M adrid Cabinet decreed a 16% 
wage increase designed to o ffse t 
the sp ira lin g  cost o f liv ing . W hat 
rea lly  in fu r ia te d  the w orkers 
were the sudden price  increaseil

in basic commodities im m edia te ly 
fo llo w in g  the A p r i l 1 wage ad­
jus tm ent.

The fasc is t regim e, w h ich  has 
boasted o f being the m ost stable 
ca p ita lis t governm ent in Europe, 
has now suffered its  second so­
cia l eruption  w ith in  the short 
span o f three months.

The re-emergence o f the Span­
ish w o rk in g  class on the Euro­
pean scene as a pow erfu l, m ilita n t 
fa c to r was ushered in by student 
dem onstrations on the campus o f 
the la rge  U n iv e rs ity  o f M adrid 
and street, f ig h tin g  between stu-

demts and the F a la n g is t shock- 
troops o f Franco. The student 
un rest revealed th a t a w ide gap 
had developed between the n a r­
row  circ le o f im m ediate bene­
facto rs  o f continued fasc is t ru le  
and a lm ost a ll o the r s tra ta  o f 
society.

Student unrest receded w ith  
the wave o f a rrests and repres­
sions th a t fo llow ed the outbreaks. 
B ut a lthough the M adrid news­
papers carried no reports  on the 
s tr ike  wave which enveloped 
no rthern  Spain, M adrid  students 
showed th e ir  g row ing  po litica l

awareness by p ro m p tly  issu ing a 
nea tly  p rin ted  lea fle t which de­
manded among o ther re form s, 
“ freedom fo r na tiona l bodies 
such as trade unions and u n i­
vers ities.”

I t  is  c lear th a t the Fascist 
au tho ritie s  were taken by su r­
prise when the s trikes broke out. 
Th is is ind ica ted by the d i f fe r ­
ence in the reaction o f prov inc ia l 
governors. In  some cities, au th ­
o rities  declared a lockou t in a ll 
s truck  p lants. In  others, sub­
s ta n tia l wage increases were 

(Continued on page 2)

Daily Worker Hastens 
To Whitewash Stalin’s 
Partners-ln-Crime

Bv Myra Tanner Weiss
Stalinist sources in Poland and New York have now 

confirmed Leon Trotsky’s charge that Stalin’s murder- 
machine in the Soviet Union systematically committed the
moat m onstrous an ti-S em itic  o u t-3 --------------------------------------------------------
rages. The Jew ish, paper, F o lks ­
stim m e, published in W arsaw ,
Poland, on A p r i l  4 revealed the 
tra g ic  facts o f the mass s laugh­
te r o f the leaders o f Jew ish cu l­
tu ra l and p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity  in  the 
Soviet U n ion. The S ta lin is t purge 
o f Jews occurred in  tw o waves: 
in the T h irt ie s  d u rin g  the in ­
famous Moscow T r ia ls  and in  the 
period fo llo w in g  W orld  W ar I I  
lip  to  1953.

In  another developm ent, the 
Moscow tr ia ls  o f 1934-38, in 
which a ll the old leaders o f the 
Bolshevik P a rty  under Lenin 
were liqu ida ted w ith  Leon T ro t ­
sky as the p rin c ip a l accused, 
were adm itted  to have been 
fram e-ups w ith  S ta lin  as the 
m aster a rch itec t. T h is  adm ission 
comes from  Khrushchev in his 
speech at the closed session o f 
the 20th Congress o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  o f the Soviet U n ­
ion last F ebruary . Borba, a gov­
ernm ent paper in  Yugoslavia , 
published extensive excerpts from  
the Khi-ushchev re p o rt in which i t  
was adm itted th a t S ta lin  person­
a lly  directed the purge o f old 
Bolsheviks in the T h irt ie s , fa b ­
ricated the confessions, obtained 
“ th rough the crudest k ind  o f 
pressure . . .  by physica l means,”  
and ins truc ted  the  police how to 
deal w ith  the accused.

L IS T  OF C R IM E S  GROWS
These two new reve la tions con­

firm  to the h ilt  the c rim ina l 
character o f the police d ic ta to r­
ship in the Soviet U n ion  th a t 
T ro tsky  com batted since its  in ­
ception a fte r  the death o f Lenin.
They fo llo w  admissions made a l­
most a year ago th a t the post­
w a r “ T ito is t-T ro ts k y is t”  tr ia ls  
were fram e-ups in w h ich Com­
m un ist leaders o f E as t Europe 
were liqu ida ted ; the reve la tions 
th is  year o f the fram e-up  o f Red 
A rm y  leaders in the purges th a t 
prepared the H itle r -S ta lin  Pact 
o f 1939; and the adm ission th a t 
the alleged p lo t o f Soviet Jew ­
ish doctors in 1953 was a fran ie - 
up and p a rt o f the an ti-S em itic  
campaign.

An ed ito ria l .in the F re ih e it,
Y idd ish-la tigu^ge  newspaper of 
the S ta lin is ts  in New Y o rk , com^

LE O N  TR O TS K Y

m eriting  on the Folksstim m e rev­
e la tion  o f a n ti-S em itic  purges, 
described how Jew ish cu ltu re  had 
flou rished in the e a rly  years 
a fte r  the Russian Revolution and 
then “ was crushed in a veritab le  
vanda lis tic  m anner, a lm ost wiped 
ou t as a re su lt o f the m onstrous 
c r ip p lin g  and ho rrib le  Seeds o f 
the conspira tors —  a ll o f which 
was niiple possible . . . under 
the ‘ ha rm fu l in fluence’ o f the 
pe rsona lity  c u lt.”  (E n g lish  tra n s ­
la tio n  o f the Folksstim m e a rtic le  
appears on th is  page.)

The lis t  o f a rtis ts , scientists 
and an ti-fa sc is t figh te rs  who 
were ann ih ila ted in these purges 
exceeds even the w orst fears o f 
class-conscious w orkers th ro u g h ­
out the w orld . The ex te rm ina tion  
o f Jews included the Jew ish A n t i-  
Fascist Com m ittee in Moscow 
which provided leadership to the 
Jew ish people in th e ir  heroic 
con tribu tion  to  the  defense o f 
the Soviet. Union against the 
N azi invasion. Fo lksstim m e re ­
ported that, th is  Com m ittee had 
“ suddenly w ithou t why o r where- 

(C ontinued on page 3)

English Text of Folksstimme Article
[W e publish herew ith a tra n s ­

la tion  o f the fu ll ava ilable text o f 
an a rtic le , “ O ur A nguish and Our 
Consolation,”  p rin ted  in the A p r i l 
4 W arsaw (B oland) Folksstim m e 
—  a S ta lin is t Jewish - language 
newspaper. The te x t f ir s t  ap­
peared in  the L’ .S. in the A p r i l 10 
M orn ing F re ihe it, a New Y ork 
S ta lin is t newspaper as an “ au­
th o rita tiv e  declaration on the 
very im p o rta n t m a tte r: Jewish 
cu ltu re  and Jewish social l i fe  in 
the Soviet Union and the fa te  of 
a num ber o f w rite rs  and pe r­
sonages.”  —  Ed.]

T U M O R  ON H E A L T H Y  BODY
The h is to ric  m eaning o f the 

20th Congress o f the Commun­
is t P a rty  o f the Soviet Union 
consists among other th ings in 
th is , th a t i t  condemned in a de­
cisive and irre ve rs ib le  m anner 
the c u lt o f the ind iv idua l which 
¿aused much c r ip p lin g  o f the 
p a rty  and social l i fe  o f the So­

v ie t Union fo r  a lm ost tw o  dec­
ades.

The tum or which had grow n 
up d u rin g  those years on the 
healthy body o f the f irs t  land o f 
socialism , in te rfe red  in  m an ifo ld  
ways w ith  a na tu ra l develop­
m ent o f its  genera lly  healthy o r­
ganism , resu ltin g  in much su f­
fe r in g  and sacrific ing  o f the in ­
nocent.

In the s itua tion  created by the 
c u lt o f the in d iv idu a l, a certa in  
c r ip p lin g  o f the na tiona l po licy  
o f the Soviet. Union occurred. 
Th is enabled the Beria clique to 
provoke fr ic t io n  between na tion ­
a litie s  and cause a certa in  
g row th  o f na tionalism  and an ti- 
Sem itism .

In the- atmosphere o f the cult 
o f the in d iv idu a l, alien to M a rx ­
ism -Lenin ism , i t  was possible 
among other th ings  fo r  the fa ta l 
decision to be made to dissolve 
our heroic com bative and self- 
sacrific ing  p a rty  — the Commun­

is t P a rty  o f Poland. In  the a t­
mosphere in  w h ich the Le n in is t 
princip les o f Socia lis t democ­
racy were no t safeguarded, i t  
was possible fo r  a period to 
arise, p a r tic u la r ly  p a in fu l fo r  us 
Jews, in which the resu lts o f the 
Le n in is t na tional po licy towards 
the Jew ish masses was upset.

J E W IS H  C U L T U R E  
F L O U R IS H E D  U N D E R  
L E N IN ’S R E G IM E

The Le n in is t na tional po licy 
in its  concrete app lica tion  to  the 
Jew ish people oppressed and 
persecuted by Czarism , was al- 
ways an inexhaustib le  source of 
in sp ira tion  fo r  m illio ns  o f Jew ­
ish people th roughou t the entire  
w orld .

N o t on ly  documents o f the 
h ighest p rinc ip led  im portance, 
bu t da ily  practice o f the Len in ­
is t p a rty  o f the Soviet govern­
m ent was directed tow ards up­
roo ting  to the end every s ign  o f

national d isc rim ina tion . F o r the 
Jewish people o f (he Soviet 
Union doors and gates were 
w ide ly  opened to  places in  gov­
ernm enta l and public life . In  
these openings, th e ir  representa­
tives b rough t w ith  them a ll the 
passion c f a people who have 
been fenced o f f  from  the w orld  
by the ghe tto  w a ll.

W ith  a ll the. passion o f people 
who guarded t.heir acquis itions 
as the apple o f th e ir eye. Jewish 
w orkers  and to ile rs  entered the 
arm ed ranks o f the Red Guard 
and the Red A rm y  in order to 
defend the socia lis t revo lu tion .

Legendary heroes appeared in 
th e ir  ran ks ; m il ita ry  leaders, 
who reached the h ighest ranks in 
the Red A rm y . Never to be fo r ­
gotten is the epic heroism which 
in the h is to ry  o f the revo lu tion 
came to be known as the “ T ripo l 
T ragedy”  studded w ith  the im ­
m orta l names o f m any Jewish 
sens fro m  K ie v  Podol, w ith

M isha Rotm ansky a t th e ir  head! 
The lim itle ss  s u ffe r in g  a t the 
tim e  the bands o f P e tlu rya  
Boulak - B alakaovtich te rro rized  
the U kra ine  and W h ite  Russia, 
the help and the defense they 
b rough t to the Soviet power, 
fused even closer the fa te  o f 
the Jew ish masses w ith  the fa te  
of the g re a t October revo lu tion.

JE W IS H  F^ltOBLEM 
W AS SO LVED

In  the hearts o f the Soviet 
Jews was born fee lings o f the 
pu rest pa trio tism , o f love and 
frien dsh ip  fo r  the Soviet land. 
The word o f the im m o rta l Lenin 
who came ou t -in the m ost de­
cisive m anner against, every ex­
pression o f Great Russian chau- 
v.irtisim towards the smalil and 
fo rm e rly  oppressed na tiona lities , 
against every expression o f a n ti-  
Sem itism , strengthened among 
the Jew ish masses the  assurance 

(Continued on page 2)
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The Debate 
In Daily Worker

----------------------  liy  Tom Kerry ----------------------
Mankind stands aghast at the enormity of the crimes 

attributed to the “Stalin cult”  by his side-by-side col­
laborators, co-workers and partners. As. yet only a small
corner o f the ve il has been' lifte d . 
Enough, however, has already 
been disclosed to. send wave mflt-ei- 
o f wave o f revu ls ion througjhoiuit 
the w orld . Stunned by the reve la­
t io n  com ing out o f  Moscow and 
the- B ast European countries, 
members and supporters o f the 
A m erican Com m unist P a rty  a ie  
dem anding an exp lanation. B ut 
no sa tis fa c to ry  exp lanation is 
fo rth co m in g  fro m  th a t source.

-Instead o f am exp lanation the 
confusion em anating fro m  top 
circles o f the  A m erican OP grows 
worse confounded. The co n flic t 
between the leaders came out 
in to  the open in the A p r i l 12 
issue o f the D a ily  W orke r w ith  
an exchange between fo rm e r F o r­
eign ed ito r James S. A lle n  and 
ed ito r John Gates. Each charges, 
the o ther w ith  sow ing confusion 
and Gates accuses A llen  of being 
"se c ta rian ”  to boot.

The sharp éxchamge came as an 
a fte rm a th  o f the  pub lica tion  in 
the A p r i l  2 D a ily  W orker o f an 
ed ito ria l s tig m a tiz in g  the 1949 
frame-urp execution o f H ungarian  
F ore ign  M in is te r, Lazio  R a jk, as 
a ‘ ‘be traya l o f the soc ia lis t revo­
lu tio n .”  The ed ito ria l objected to 
b lam ing  tire  fram e-up  a tro c ity  
"o n  ju s t  one o r tw o ind iv idua ls ,”  
and concluded- by asserting : “ No 
exp lanation  has been given-, but 
the  pub lic  is en titled  to  know 
how so-called ‘confessions’ in  open 
cou rt were rigged. N o t Dne, not 
some, bu t a ll those responsible 
should be brought before the bar 
o f jus tice .”  The ed ito ria l demand­
ed a fu l l  and complete in ves tig a ­
tion  in  H ungary  and the  Soviet 
Un ion tha t, “ sha ll b r in g  to  book 
those responsible fo r  in justice , 
no m a tte r how h igh th e ir  posi­
tion  was o r is.”

A lie n  took vigorous exception 
■to the D a ily  W o rke r R a jk  edi­
to r ia l. He resented th e /“ in te rven ­
t io n is t”  pos ition  o f the D a ily  
Wtorker. He was satisfied th a t the 
present Soviet leaders and th e ir  
puppets in  E as t Europe were 
doing- a ll r ig h t.  He had confidence 
they were m aking a ll the neces­
sary corrections. He wasn’t  
embarrassed o r dismayed. He 
tho ugh t f t  r ig h t  to  “ p ro te s t”  but 
considered i t  unseemly to demand 
th a t the  g u ilty  be punished. 
Fbirthea-mvore, his modesty was 
offended!

SW P PRO PO SAL
“ Is  i t  no t u tte r ly  iammodest,”  

asks A llen  o f  Gates, ‘ ‘to  po in t the 
fing e r a t o ther parties when the 
A m erican M arx is ts  s t i l l  have to 
face up to a s e lf-c r itic a l, basic 
re-exam ¡nation o f th e ir  program , 
polic ies and o rgan iza tiona l p r in ­
ciples, in ra tho rough-go ing demo­
cra tic  m anner?”  A nd  m ast unpa r­
donable o f a ll, A lie n  heatedly 
reproaches the D a ily  W orker 
ed ito r fo r  pub lish ing  an ed ito ria l 
“ w h ich  encouraged a Tnots-kyite 
group in  th is  coun try  to  in v ite  
the Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
U n ited  States to  jo in  i t  in  se tting  
up a comm tsi son to  investiga te  
the  Socia lis t countries.”

A llen  rem ains tru e  to his S ta l­
in is t  heritage. The '‘in v ita t io n ”  
A lle n  re fe rs  to  was incorporated 
in  a  le tte r  to  the Com m unist 
P a rty  by F a rre ll Dobbs, N a tiona l 
Secretary o f the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty . The le tte r  said no th ­
in g  about in ves tig a ting  “ Socia list 
countries.”  Tt d id  take cognizance 
o f the  DW  ed ito ria l demand fo r  a 
“ f u l l  and com plete”  investiga tion  
o f the fram e-up purge tr ia ls  and 
in v ited  the OP to jo in  “ in  in i t ia t ­
in g  a demand fo r  the cons titu ­
tion  o f an im p a rtia l In te rn a tion a l 
Commission o f In q u iry  in to  
S ta lin 's  purge tria ls- w ith in  the 
Soviet U n ion and elsewhere.”

W hy does A llen  find the p ro ­
posal so shocking? A lle n  re ite r ­
ates the  view  o f 'W illia m  CL. 
Foster, head o f the Am erican CP. 
F rom  the beginn ing o f the a ttack  
on the “ S ta lin  c u lt”  F oster has 
counseled against tre a tin g  S ta lin  
too harsh ly. He drew a balance 
sheet o f S ta lin-the-good and 
S ta lin-the-bad and achieved a 
somewhat precarious balance. I t  
is  no t our task, he said, to praise 
or bu ry  S ta lin . We m ust leave it  
up to  those who worked side-by- 
side w ith  h im ; those who knew 
him  best; those who were his l i fe ­
long pals and _ collabora tors. 
“ They”  would do the in v e s tig a t­
ing. “ They”  would provide the 
explanations. “ They”  would fu r ­
nish a ll the answers.

The F os te r-A llen  line  o f in ­
q u iry  would be like  ask ing A1 
Capone's ch ie f lieu tenan ts to con­
duct an inves tiga tion  o f th e ir  
dead ch ie fta in ’s m urder syndicate. 
A nd  as one g r is ly  - disclosure fo l­
lowed another even F oste r was 
compelled to  bake note th a t w o rk ­
ers everywhere were in s is ten tly  
dem anding to  know where “ th e y ”  
were when S ta lin  was p e rp e tra t­
in g  his m ost fiendish crimes.

In  his- re p ly  to  A llen , D a ily  
W o rke r e d ito r Gates repudiated 
hie c r it ic is m  p o in t by po in t w ith  
one notable exception —  he m&de 
no m ention o f the “ charge”  o f 
“ encouraging.”  the SW P in v ita tio n  
to  establish a Commission o f. I n ­
q u iry  in to  S ta lin 's  purge tr ia ls .

Despite. Gates’ brave words in 
defense o f the R a jk ed ito ria l and 
its. demand th a t the g u ilty  be 
pk.-mfehed -he was a lready p re pa r­
ing  to beat a hasty re trea t.

The ve ry  ne x t day, fo llb w in g  
the A lien-G ates exchange, the 
D a ily  W orke r published an edi­
to r ia l con firm ing  a report, “ by a 
Jewish. Com m unist paper in 
Poland o f the charge th a t a la rge 
num ber o f Jew ish w rite rs  and 
o ther Jew ish leaders were fram ed 
up and executed and th a t Jewish 
cu ltu re  was v ir tu a lly  wiped ou t,”  
in the Soviet Un ion under the 
S ta lin is t reg im e. T h is  unspeak­
able a tro c ity , com parable on ly  to 
the f r ig h t fu l  s laugh te r o f the 
Jew ish people in  H it le r ’s Ger­
many, was in fin ite ly  m ore m on­
strous than the fram e-up m urder 
o f the H ungarian  S ta lin is t leader, 
Lazio R ajk.

The D a ily  W orke r beat its. 
ed ito ria l breast , in  anguished in ­
d ignation . The ed ito ria l “ de­
nounced and protested.”  I t  reg is ­
tered “ s trong  d issatis faction  th a t 
the Soviet leaders. have not o f ­
fered any exp lanation.”  I t  de­
plored and decried. B U T  IT  D ID  
NO T D E M A N D  T H A T  T H E  
G U IL T Y  B E  P U N IS H E D ! I t  did 
not cry out fo r  a “ fu l l  and; com­
plete”  investigation- to  “ b ring  to 
book those responsible fo r in ­
justice, no m a tte r how h igh  th e ir  
position was o r is .”

O n ly  the day before, in His re fu - 
ta tio n  o f A lle n ’s c ritic ism  o f the 
R a jk  ed ito ria l, Gates re to rte d : 
“ A llen  th in ks  i t  was r ig h t  fo r  us 
to pro test b u t not to demand tha t 
a ll those g u ilty  be punished be­
cause th is  could be m is in terpre ted 
as in te rven tion is t. The logic o f 
th is  escapes me. T o  p ro tes t is 
okay and non-in te rven tion is t, to 
ask fo r  punishm ent o f the g u ilty  
is w rong and in te rven tion is t. I t  
seems to  me th a t any p ro test 
against in jus tice  must, be accom­
panied w ith  demand fo r  jus tice .”  
W hy, then d idn ’t  Gates demand 
th a t a ll those g u ilty  o f p e rpe tra t­
in g  the anti-sem i tic  a tro c ity  in 
the Soviet U n ion be punished? 
W hy ?

Instead, he did exac tly  the op­
posite. In  the R a jk  ed ito ria l he 
objected to  b lam ing  “ one o r  two 
ind iv idua ls ”  fo r  the fram e-up 
purge. In  the ed ito ria l deploring 
the an ti - Semitic ou trage he 
¡jo inted the finger —  a t S ta lin  
and Beria. Then he proceeded to 
compound h is  fe lo ny , by tender­
ing a vote o f confidence to the 
“ Soviet leaders Who are taking- 
steps to  p reven t a recurrence.”  
The Janrjg - headed Gatos also 
procla im s bis fa ith  th a t “ th e y ”  
w ill " take  the necessary meas­
ures,”  and w inds up cheek and 
jo w l w ith  F os te r-A llen .

T R O T S K Y ’S A N A L Y S IS
A na lyz ing  the Moscow fram e- 

up tr ia ls  as a m ilestone on the 
bloody t r a i l  which led the S ta lin  
bureaucracy to power, Leon T ro t­
sky w ro te some 20 years ago, on 
September 16, 1937: T t  is  not 
S ta lin , o f course, w ho determ ines 
the road taken  by  h is to ry . We 
possess the knowledge o f the ob­
jec tive  causes which prepared the 
path fo r  reaction in  the USSR. 
B u t i t  is  no accident th a t S ta lin  
rode on the  crest o f the  Ther- 
m idorian wave. H e was able to 
invest the greedy appetites o f the 
new caste w ith  th e ir  most vicious 
expression. S ta lin  does not bear 
any respons ib ility  fo r  h is to ry . B u t 
he does bear resp on s ib ility  fo r  
h im se lf and fo r  lvis ro le  in  h is ­
to ry . I t  is  a c r im in a l role. I t  is 
so c rim in a l th a t revu ls ion is m u l­
tip lied  by h o rro r.”

Stailin was no demi-god. He was 
the product and person ification o f 
the bureaucra tic  caste which 
usurped the power in  the  Soviet 
Union,. “ In  the harshest codices 
o f m ankind,”  w ro te  T ro tsky , “ no 
suitable punishm ent can be found 
fo r  the ru lin g  Moscow clique and, 
above a ll, the man who heads 
it .  . . The task  is to  s tr ip  the 
c rim ina ls  naked before the con­
sciousness o f m ankind and to cast 
them in to  the  garbage -heap of 
h is to ry . I t  is  impossible to recon­
cile one-self to loss.”

Punish the g u ilty !  T ha t is the 
m in im um  demand th a t m ust be 
raised. A nd to  unearth  the g u ilty , 
a ll o f them , no m a tte r “ how high 
th e ir  position was o r  is ,”  is  the 
necessary task o f  an In te rn a ­
tiona l Commission o f In q u iry , as 
proposed in  the A p r i l 2 SW P 
le tte r  to the  CP, “ composed o f 
men and women o f unquestioned 
in te g r ity  who command the con­
fidence and respect o f  the w orld  
w orkers ’ movem ent.”

First to Merge
The Am algam ated M ea t Cutters: 

and B utcher W orkm en, fo rm erly - 
A F L , w i l l  merge June 11 w ith  
the U n ited  Packinghouse W o rk ­
ers o f Am erica, fo rm e r ly  CIO, to  
fo rm  the f ir s t  m erger between 
tw o i  in ternational unions since the 
A F L - C IO  foundiing convention. 
The combined organ iza tion  w ill 
to ta l 450,000 members;

...Strikes Shake Franco Regime
B arce lona  S trike  in  1951

On M arch 12, 1951, the workers o f Barcelona defied Franco’s fascist police and organized a 
general s tr ike . Scene above was taken;,ju s l a fte r  two s tr ik e rs  had been k illed  by police. T h is  b itte r  
s trugg le  was the firs t since Franco began his bloody ru le  and involved 300,000 workers.

(Continued from  page 1)
made to induce a re tu rn  to w ork. 
The Governm ent ed ict th a t a ll 
s tr ike rs  be deprived, o f th e ir  so­
cial secu rity  benefits was applied 
w ith  considerable f le x ib i l i ty  by 
local au thorities , v a ry in g  w ith  
the mood o f the s tr ike rs  and 
th e ir  degree o f o rgan iza tion .

The o ffic ia l position  o f  the 
Spanish governm ent is th a t un­
derground po litica l o rgan izations 
are responsible fo r  the strikes. 
There is no doubt th a t a pow er­
fu l rev iva l o f the tra d itio n a lly  
we ll-o rganized w o rk in g  class o f 
Spain is b r in g in g  about a-, re­
g roup ing  o f po litica l tendencies 
am ong the workers. It- is o f su­
preme im portance th a t the rev iva l 
of the Spanish w o rk in g  class — 
beaten down and crushed w ith  
the help o f German and Ita lia n  
Fascism in  the bloody c iv il w a r 
o f 1986-39 —  is ta k in g  place at 
the same tim e  as the ris in g  pres-

sure o f the Soviet w o rk ing  class 
is b reaking the S ta lin is t s trang le ­
hold on decisive sections o f the 
w o rld  working- class.

Both Spanish and Soviet w o rk ­
in g  classes have had th e ir  revo­
lu tions c rue lly  betrayed by the 
S ta lin i9 t bureaucracy. In  the case 
o f the Soviet w orkers i t  resu lted 
in a m onstrous bureaucra tic  dis­
to rtio n  o f the w orkers ’ state. In 
the case o f the Spanish workers, 
S ta lin ism  paved the way fo r  the 
agony o f F ranco’s bestia l rule, 
They have a ta le to to ll about 
the d isastrous experience they 
had w ith  the P opular F ro n t po l­
icy  imposed upon them  by th e ir  
S ta lin is t leaders du ring  the c iv il 
war.

When General F ranco launched 
ihds M oorish troops fro m  N o rth  
A fr ic a  aga inst the ne w ly -in s ta l­
led P opular F ro n t governm ent 
in 1936, elected w ith  the votes o f 
the w o rk in g  class, the workers

took the in it ia t iv e  in  th e ir  own® 
hands. They secured arm s by 
d isa rm ing  the fascists and drove 
back F ranco’s forces in a ll the 
im p o rta n t in d u s tria l aVeas o f the 
coun try  w ith in  a few  days. But 
the S ta lin is t leaders kep t the 
w o rk ing  people from  un fo ld ing  
th e ir  offensive tow ard  the seiz­
u re  o f power.

The Spanish Com m unist P a rty  
heads— re-enforced by the G PU. 
S ta lin ’s in te rna tiona l m urder m a­
chine —  imposed on the .Spanish 
w orkers a po licy o f con fin ing the 
s tru g g le  against the fascists to 
the defense o f cap ita lis t democ­
racy. The S ta lin is ts  succeeded in 
propp ing up the c rum b ling  bour­
geois democratic governm ent by- 
unleashing a re ign  o f te rro r  
against w o rk ing  class revo lu ­
tionaries. T h is  gave Franco the 
o p po rtu n ity  to fo rge  ahead again.

B u t a s trugg le  aga inst fa s ­
cism, lim ite d  in the in te rests  of 
S ta lin ’s collective secu rity  plans 
to the narrow  goal o f p reserving 
democratic cap ita lism , could not 
m obilize the m a jo r ity  o f the 
Spanish people fo r  the continued 
sacrifices required fo r  v ic to ry . 
None o f the fundam enta l prob­
lems o f the Spanish w o rk ing  
people could be resolved w ith in  
th a t fram ew ork . The “ progres­
sive sections o f Spanish cap ita l­
ism ,”  whom the S ta lin is ts  touited, 
were the w o rkers ’ m o rta l en­
emies. Only, by f ig h tin g  fo r  a 
w orkers ’ and peasants’ govern­
m ent could the w o rkers ’ van­
guard ra l ly  a ll sections o f the 
Spanish masses fo r  to ta l s tru g ­
gle against H it le r  and M usso li­
n i’s troops and planes.

Instead, industries  seized and 
operated by the w orkers in the 
f irs t  weeks o f the c iv il w a r, were 
re turned to th e ir  fo rm e r owners 
by the S ta lin ist-backed People’s 
F ro n t governm ent. The peasants 
who had seized and divided the 
la rge  estates owned by  pro- 
Franco landlords in some areas 
and collectivized la rge  stretches 
o f land in others, were forbidden 
by the P opular F ro n t reg im e to 
proceed fu rth e r. No t i t le  to  the 
confiscated la nd s . were granted 
to the peasants. The peasants

would have fo u g h t to the death 
aga inst the re tu rn  o f the land­
lo rds i f  g iven any encourage­
m ent in  th e ir  strugg les and as­
p ira tions.

Franco who had been a gen­
era l in  the Spanish colony o f 
Morocco based h im se lf on his 
co lon ia l troops. Abdel K r im , ven­
erated and in flu e n tia l leader o f 
the Moroccan people in  th e ir 
s trugg le  fo r  independence; o f fe r ­
ed to  a id  the s tru g g le  against 
F ranco w ith  a colon ia l up ris ing  
i f  the Spanish P opu lar F ro n t 
governm ent would on ly  decree 
independence fo r  Morocco. The 
Spanish dem ocratic reg im e —  
com m itted to the  re ten tion  of 
im p e ria lis t ho ld ings —  declined 
the o ffe r.

I t  was the S ta lin is ts , m asquer­
ad ing as the p a rty  o f the Rus­

sian R evolution, who w ith  th e ir  
P opu lar F ro n t line, suffocated 
and then strang led the social 
revo lu tion  in  Spain and thereby 
opened the door to 17 years of 
fasc is t te rro r.

The w orkers and students o f 
Spain are now in open s trugg le  
face to face w ith  a d ic ta to rsh ip  
which has lost support in  a ll 
sections o f the popu lation. W o rk ­
ers, in te llec tua ls  and students 
are in opposition to  the sm all 
rem a in ing  s tra ta  o f Franco, sup­
porters. Morocco is f ig h tin g  fo r  
its  independence and is not lik e ly  
to g ive one M oorish re c ru it  to ­
ward the  suppression o f the 
Spanish workers. The fa te  o f 
M usso lin i and H it le r  who p re­
ceded Franco indicates the h is­
to r ic a l h a n d w ritin g  on the w a ll 
fo r  him .

Franco s t i l l  has a m ig h ty  a lly  
on the w o rld  po litica l arena, and 
he is r ig h t ,  now desperately t r y ­
ing  to assure financia l and i f  
possible m il ita ry  aid aga inst the 
revo lu tiona ry  w orkers o f his own 
country . The ve ry  week th a t the  
s trikes broke out in Spain, the 
Fascis t F ore ign M in is te r A lb e rto  
M a rtin  A r ta jo  a rrived  as an hon­
ored guest in  the U n ited  S tates. 
The U.S. State D epartm ent is 
Franco's m a jo r w orld  a l ly  today.

This fac t imposes on the  A m e r­
ican labor movement a g reat 
task. F ranco is the butcher o f 
the  Spanish w o rk in g  clasts. The 
labor movement must g ive v ig o r­
ous support to the Spanish w o rk ­
ers who are reo rgan iz ing  th e ir  
independent labor movement un­
der the guns o f the Fascist 
police.

French “Democracy” in Action
In  its  bloody (drive to  hold on to  A lg e ria  despite the w ill o f 

the A lg e ria n  people to be independent, French im peria lism  has 
resorted to  th e  (most barbarous methods. M ustapha Ben M oham ­
med, C ity  C ouncillo r o f A lg ie rs  and prom inent A lg e ria n  revo lu ­
tiona ry  leader, gives de ta ils  in  a le tte r  he recently addressed to 
French ju d ic ia l au tho ritie s . I t  was published by the Com m ittee 
fo r the L ibe ra tion  o f M essali H a d j. The present French govern­
ment, headed by “ Socia lis t”  M o lle t continues |the savage repres­
sions in  A lg e ria , backed by the vote o f the  S ta lin is t Deputies. The 
fo llo w in g  are excerpts from  the le tte r.

“ I ’ -was arrested on Nov. 5, 1955, a t E l B ia r . . .  by the ju d ic ia l 
police o f A lg ie rs . A f te r  hav ing  been transported  to cen tra l head­
quarters  and questioned as to  m y id e n tity , I  was insu lted, beaten 
and wounded, and subjected to  e lec tric  shocks w ith  a lte rn a tin g  
currents  on various p a rts  o f the  body (especially- the gen ita ls ), 
which in flic te d  burns upon me.

“ The same day, a round .10 P .M ., 1 was tra n s fe rre d  to  the head­
quarters o f the ju d ic ia l police in  B lidah, where I  was to rtu re d  in  
the fo llow ing  w a y : I  was tied  in  a ho rizon ta l .position to  a double 
ladder. W a te r was then poured in to  m y m outh th rough  a rubber 
tube u n t il I  became unconscious. T h is  operation was repeated as 
soon as I  vom ited the w a te r I  had swallowed and regained 
consciousness.

“ I was subm itted to  the fo llo w in g  outrages u n t il F rid a y , Nov. 
11: .twice w ith  e le c tr ic ity  in  A lg ie rs , five tim es ra ilroaded to  
B lidah (each tim e  undergoing several w a te r tube trea tm en ts .)

“ O nly on Tuesday, Nov. 25, a t 3:30 P.M., was Ï  b rought 
before the exam in ing m ag is tra te  o f E ig h th  Chamber o f the  C ourt 
o f Appeals.”

. . .  Folksstimme Article on Fate of Soviet Jews
(Continued fro m  page 1)

th a t th is  sham eful plague was 
fo reve r ended on Soviet soil.

A nd  tru ly ,  the years o f the 
fu r th e r  developm ent o f  the re v ­
o lu tion  b ro u g h t w ith  them  more 
pronounced and m ore complete 
expressions o f absolute equa lity  
fo r  the Jew ish masses, o f th e ir  
creative a c tiv ity  in  a ll spheres of 
po litica l, economic and cu ltu ra l 
l i fe  o f the Soviet U n ion. The 
Jew ish problem  was a t th a t tim e 
com plete ly resolved.

A U TO N O M O U S  R EG IO N
W hat a source o f hope fo r  the 

Jew ish masses o f the en tire  
w orld , was the po licy  o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  o f the  Soviet 
U n ion and the Soviet govern­
m ent, w h ich ended in  the m ost 
fundam enta l m anner J e w i s h  
landlessness, the he ritage  o f 
Czarism  w ith  its  absence o f p u r­
pose in  the lives o f the young 
Jew ish generation ! Instead o f 
the da rk  workshop, la rge  m odem 
facto ries  arose in  a ll the Jew ish 
towns. The doors to the b ig  fac ­
tories, to heavy industries, to  the 
acqu is ition  o f new, never-before- 
known trades were th row n  wide 
open to  the  Jews W ith in  a few  
years a Jew ish w o rk in g  force 
g rew  up in heavy in d u s try  which 
fa ith fu l ly  adhered to the process 
o f soc ia lis t construction . The 
ba rrie rs  to the soil were ended 
and a la ye r o f Jew ish peasants 
form ed. Jew ish v illages grew  
and grew  in  the W est U kra ine  
and in the Crim ea, w h ich  became 
Jewish na tiona l regions. A g r ic u l­
tu ra l settlem ents began to  arise 
in the Jew ish autonomous re ­
gion.

The process o f social re s tra t i­
fica tion  o f the Soviet Jews 
reached com ple tion when the 
Len in is t na tiona l po licy was 
carried  th rough  consistently.

J E W IS H  C U L T U R E  FLO W ER S
On the basis o f equal r ig h ts , 

p o lit ic a lly  and econom ically, So­
v ie t Jew ish cu ltu re  flou rished  
and reached he ights h ith e rto  un­
known in  the h is to ry  o f the 
Jew ish people.

G reat Jew ish c u ltu ra l centers 
arose in  Moscow and in K iev, in 
M insk and in Odessa, in  K h a r­
kov and V itebsk. Jew ish state- 
theaters were created in  a ll the 
la rg e r c ities  w ith  a compact 
Jew ish popu lation. They were 
the pride and jo y  o f the Soviet 
Jew ish people, above a ll the 
Moscow Jew ish sta te-theater.

To the old cadres o f scientists, 
h is to rians  and researchers in  
Jew ish h is to ry , language and 
lite ra tu re  were added new young 
forces. A nd m ost im p o rta n t o f 
a ll, w ith  the f irs t  days o f the 
October revo lu tion  came a m u l­
titud e  o f Jew ish poets, w rite rs , 
d ram atis ts , c r it ic s  who express­
ed the m ost subtle and in tim a te  
fee lings o f the Jew ish masses 
now raised to a new free  life . 
To the g rea t m asters o f the 
Jew ish a r t is t ic  w o rld , w e l l -

known even before the October 
revo lu tion , —  D avid  Bergelson, 
The N esto r— were added wonder­
fu l singers o f the Jew ish re b irth  
a t the tim e  o f October —  D avid 
H o fsh te in , Perets M ark ish , Leib 
K v itk o , A a ro n  K ushn irov, Shmuel 
H a lk in , L ipe  Reznik, E zra  F in - 
enberg, I ts ik  F e ffe r, I le rs h  Or- 
land, Noah L u rie , Iz y  K h a rik , 
I ts ik  K ipn is , Zelig- A xelrod , Note 
L u rie  and scores o f new and 
young creators o f the m ost p ro ­
gressive Jew ish lite ra tu re , who 
had a t th e ir  disposal a ne tw ork  
o f pub lish ing houses and press.

Such in  b r ie f ou tline was the 
product o f the Le n in is t app lica­
tion  o f the .national po licy  o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  o f the Soviet 
Un ion in  re la tio n  to  the Jewish 
masses —  a product W h ich  had 
g rea t in fluence on the thoughts 
and social behaviour o f the Jew ­
ish masses o f the en tire  w orld , 
who r ig h t ly  saw in  these achieve­
ments the precursor o f the a ll-  
sided absolute rea liza tion  o f 
th e ir  own age-long na tiona l as­
p ira tions.

F IR S T  V IC T IM S  O F B E R IA
T h is  crea tive  process, na tu ra l 

to  the  Soviet U n ion, began to 
fee l in te rfe rence a t a certa in  
h igh p o in t o f its  development. 
The social plague which is to ­
day sadly known as “ Beriadom ”  
had, toge the r w ith  its  degener­
a tin g  in fluence on the whole so­
c ia l l i fe  o f the ¡soviet Union 
th rou gh  its  system o f repres­
sions and ex te rm ina tion , tra g ic  
resu lts  fo r  the creative a c tiv ity  
o f the Jew ish popu lation in  the 
Soviet U n ion  and fo r  a number 
o f its  pub lic  and cu ltu ra l leaders.

The f irs t  v ic tim s  to fa l l  before 
th is  p lague were such d is tin ­
guished revo lu tion is ts  as S. D i- 
manshtein, Len in ’s close co­
w o rke r and the head o f the Jew ­
ish com m issaria t, Comrade Es­
the r (M a r ia )  F rum k in , Comrades 
Iiachm ael W einshtein, Merezshin, 
Moishe L itva kov , M ik h a il L e v it­
an, Yankel Levin , the youth 
leader, Hershe l B r i l l  and many, 
m any others. Talented men at 
the ve ry  p rim e o f l i fe  perished, 
such as Izy  K h a rik , Moishe K u l- 
bak, M ax E r ik ,  Yasha B ron ­
shtein, H. Dunie ts and more, 
miany m ore honest, ta lented peo­
ple, devoted he a rt and soul to the 
g re a t cause o f communism and 
the fu ll awakening o f the Jewish 
masses.

J E W IS H  C U L T U R E  
R E V IV E S  FOR A  D E C A D E

The basic law  o f ¡Soviet society 
and its  d r iv in g  forces were nev­
ertheless m ore pow erfu l than the. 
d is ru p tin g  “ B eriadom .”  Despite 
the m any losses, the creative ac­
t iv i t y  o f the Soviet Jew ish 
populace—Jew ish Soviet w rite rs , 
Jew ish Soviet theaters, pub lish ­
ing- houses, newspapers, pe riod i­
cals, etc., continued.

This found expression especi­
a lly  in  the years 1939-41 in the 
libera ted regions o f W est W h ite

Russia and W est U kra ine . The® 
people who had come fro m  the 
Polish prisond and fro m  the 
Berez to rtu re  camp th rew  them ­
selves in to  th is  w o rk  w ith  a ll 
th e ir  energy on the  basis o f the 
broad poss ib ilities  f lo w in g  fro m  
the Le n in is t na tiona l policies.

Jew ish elem entary and second­
a ry  schools, Jew ish theaters and 
newspapers, arose in  the cities 
and towns o f W est W h ite  Russia 
and W est U kra ine  under the 
banner o f the genera lly  libera ted 
creative a c tiv ity  o f the broad 
masses in  the sphere o f econom­
ic and s p ir itu a l life . The Jew ish 
w rite rs  o f Poland who escaped 
H it le r ’s in fe rno  were greeted 
w ith  wide-open arm s and became 
in tegra ted  in the fa m ily  o f  So­
v ie t Jew ish w rite rs . W hat new 
g re a t perspectives opened fo r  
the development o f the social 
and c u ltu ra l life  o f the Jew ish 
masses!

Then came the H it le r  death 
march.

F rom  Moscow there  then 
reached ou t to  the whole w orld  
the voice o f the leaders o f the 
Jew ish com m unity , w r ite rs  and 
m il ita ry  men, the voice which 
called on a ll to  un ite  in  s trugg le  
aga inst the m urderers o f the 
Jews, a voice which reached the, 
fro n ts  and which resounded 
among the partisans in  the fo r ­
ests, b re ak ing  th rou gh  even the 
ghetto  w a lls  to encourage a ll 
and awaken them  to decisive 
resistance aga inst the H it le r ite  
beasts.

R O LE  O F J E W IS H
A N T I - F A S C IS T  C O M M IT T E E

T h is  e f fo r t  o f the Soviet Jew­
ish C om m unity  a t the head o f 
w h ich  stood the Jew ish A n t i-  
Fascist Com m ittee, was p a r t  o f 
the general, tremendous e f fo r to f  
a ll the Soviet people, who under 
the leadership o f the Commun­
is t P a rty  o f the  Soviet Union 
bore the heaviest burdens o f the 
a n t i-H it le r  w a r in  order to b rin g  
about the lib e ra tio n  o f a ll the 
people o f Europe by  its  v ic to ry , 
in o rder to save the lives o f 
m illio ns  o f Jews in the Soviet 
U nion, hundreds o f thousands o f 
Polish Jews, in  order to  save 
the lives o f the threatened Jews 
in Is rae l and to assist them  la ­
te r in the s trugg le  fo r  th e ir  land 
and independence.

This w i l l  fo rdve r rem a in  the 
h is to ric  service o f the Soviet 
U n ion which the Jews the w orld  
over w i l l  never fo rg e t. T h is  took 
place despite the d isrup tive , 
w o rk  o f Beriadom , and the 
h a rm fu l in fluence o f the c u lt o f 
the ind iv idua l.

How  then did i t  come about 
th a t the representatives o f the 
Jew ish com m unity , who in  the 
crue l fa te fu l hour fo r  the So­
v ie t U n ion succeeded in  fo rg ing , 
the u n ity  o f Jew ish resistence—  
how could i t  happen th a t these 
representatives, among them  the 
best sons and daughters o f the

JO SEPH S T A L IN  o f whom 
Leon T ro tsky  w ro te :

“ M ankind is once again en­
te r in g  an epoch o f wars and 
revo lu tions. N o t on ly po litica l 
b u t social regim es w il l  topple 
lik e  houses-of-cards. I t  is  qu ite 
probable th a t revo lu tiona ry  
convulsions in  A s ia  and Europe 
w il l  fo re s ta ll the ove rth row  o f 
the S ta lin  clique by the ca p ita l­
is t coun te r-revo lu tion  and p re ­
pare its  dow n fa ll under the 
blows o f the to il in g  masses. . . 
Revolu tion w i l l  unlock a ll the 
secret com partm ents, review  a ll 
the tr ia ls , re h a b ilita te  the s lan­
dered, ra ise m em orials to  the 
v ic tim s  o f wantoness and cover 
w ith  e te rna l in fa m y  the names 
o f the executioners. S ta lin  w ill 
depart from  the scene laden 
w ith  a ll the crimes he has com­
m itted  —  not on ly as the grave­
d ig g e r o f the revo lu tion  bu t as 
the most s in is te r figu re  in  the 
h is to ry  o f m ankind.”  —  So­
c ia lis t appeal, Oct. 16, 1937.

Soviet Jew ish people— the Jew­
ish A n ti-F a sc is t Com m ittee —  
how could i t  happen th a t sud­
denly w ith o u t a w hy o r w here­
fo re  the Com m ittee was liq u i­
dated and its  leadens condemned 
to  an n ih ila tio n  ?

A L L  S O V IE T  P E O P LE  
S U F F E R E D

Yes we know  tha t to pose the 
question th is  way, separate and 
a p a rt fro m  the whole d is rup tive  
a c t iv ity  o f Beriadom  —  means 
not to  see the whole scope o f 
the phenomenon w hich was re ­
vealed w ith  acute pene tra tion by 
the 20th Congress o f the Com­
m un is t P arty . Beriadom , which 
could m a in ta in  its e lf  on ly in  the 
atmosphere o f the cu lt o f the 
in d iv idu a l, caused endless pa in 
and countless sacrifices fo r  a ll 
the peoples o f the Soviet Un ion 
w ith o u t exception. The greatest 
su ffe re r was the Com m unist 
P a rty  o f the Soviet U n ion — 
which incorporates the finest 
and h ighest asp ira tions o f the 
en tire  Soviet people. O f course, 
fa lse and deceptive is the a larm  
o f F orw a rd , the D ay-M orn ing  
Journa l, O ur Voice, and s im ila r 

'newspapers o f Jew ish na tio n a l­

i s m  w h ich t r y  to  present our 
tragedy as a resu lt o f an osten­
s ib ly  an ti-Jew ish  po licy exclus­
ive ly .

B y  underscoring the general 
harm  o f the c u lt o f the in d i­
v idua l we are no t seeking to find 
sem i-consolation because m isery 
likes company. No, we are con­
cerned w ith  estab lish ing the 
tru th , th a t a ll the peoples o f 
the Soviet U n ion w ith ou t excep­
tion  are in terested in  the com­
plete destruction o f every trace 
o f the cu lt o f the  ind iv idua l. The 
Com m unist P a rty  o f the Soviet 
U n ion, w ith  Le n in is t de te rm ina­
tion , probed to  the v e ry  bottom  
o f th is  dangerous phenomenon 
in  o rder to  com plete ly destroy 
it .  T h is  is the v ic to ry  o f the 
Le n in is t Com m unist P a rty . In  
th is  v ic to ry  is ou r consolation, 
in th is  v ic to ry  is our hope and 
confidence in  the fu tu re .

C U T-O F F  C R E A T IV E  L IV E S
W e Com m unists are not in the 

ha b it o f p roc la im ing  ou r fee ling  
o f pa in  and su ffe rin g . In  the 
face o f defeats (and they are 
unavoidable in  the stubborn 
s trugg le  we are conducting) i t  
comes to pass m ore than once 
th a t we g r i t  ou r tee th in order 
not to g ive the enemy occasion 
fo r  ju b ila tio n . In  the course o f 
long years the un ited chorus o f 
Jew ish enemies o f the Soviet 
U n ion and o f the Com m unist 
movem ent persisted w ith  “ ques­
tions”  and w ith  “ inqu iries ,”  a t­
tem p tin g  in d iffe re n t ways to 
exp lo it ou r tragedy- in  the cu t­
t in g  o f f  o f the s to rm ily  creative 
lives o f David Bergelson and The 
Nestor, o f Perets M ark ish  and 
Le ib  K v itk o , o f David H ofsh te in  
and I ts ik  F e ffe r, o f  Benyom in 
Z usk in  and I ts ru k  Nussinov, o f 
E lyohu Spivak and S. Persov. In  
a pe rfid ious m anner they t r y  to 
represent to the  Jew ish masses 
th a t under a people’s govern­
ment, under coinim-unisin,- such a 
fa te  o f Jew ish com m un ity  and 
c u ltu ra l leaders is ostensib ly le ­
ga l. They are in terested in 
s t if l in g  the w arm  fee lin g  o f 
sym pathy and respect which the 
Jew ish masses the w o rld  over 
have expressed towards the So­
v ie t Union.

[The  document here dwells 
on the elements who are now 
un de rta k ing  a cam paign against 
the S ov ie t U n ion prec ise ly  in 
connection w ith  the 20th Con­
gress o f  the Soviet U n ion. I t  
te lls  about the  20th Congress 
which drew the balance sheet on 
the enemies o f the Soviet peo­
ple, the bandits o f the Beria 
type  and which revived the basic 
laws o f Soviet society th a t are 
founded on Lenin ism . The docu­
m ent deals w ith  a l l those in 
Jew ish li fe  who were always 
c ry in g , “ W h y  do you keep 
qu ie t,”  and i t  continues. —  The 
F re ih e it]

Yes, t ru ly ,  we kep t s ile n t des­
p ite  the fa c t th a t we saw and 
p a in fu lly  fe l t  the tra g ic  resu lts

o f B eriadom . We rem ained s ilen t 
because we believed pro found ly  
th a t on ly  the L e n in is t p a r ty  is 
capable o f u n tang lin g  the tra g ic  
skein and th a t sooner o r la te r ‘i t  
would do so;, we were convinced 
th a t the Le n in is t p a rty  would 
sooner o r la te r  uncover the 
whole t ru th  and would de te rm in ­
ed ly and energe tica lly  reveal i t  
to a ll the people. O ur fa ith ,  our 
conviction, was fu l ly  ju s tifie d !

The Jew ish masses believed 
ju s t as we Com m unists did th a t 
the t ru th  would conquer. The 
20th Congress o f the Com m unist 
p a rty  o f the Soviet U n ion gave 
the w atchw ord to  destroy roo t 
and branch the c u lt o f the  in ­
d iv idua l, the source o f the c r ip ­
p ling , and thus ju s tifie d  the p ro ­
found hopes o f the Jew ish mass­
es in  the v ic to ry  o f Le n in is t 
tru th .

J E W IS H  S T A T E -T H E A T E R  
B E IN G  C O NSTRU CTED

Long before the 20th P a rty  
Congress came the energetic ac­
tion  o f the C entra l Com m ittee 
o f the Soviet Com m unist P a rty  
to re h a b ilita te  the innocent, to  
re-establish the good name o f 
those who were slaughtered by 
the B eria  m urderers and to make 
th e ir  w orks available to  the 
broad masses. Thus the -Soviet 
governm ent and the Com m unist 
P a rty  o f the Soviet U n ion  re ­
ha b ilita ted  the group o f doctors 
in  the sham eful fram e-up  and 
re turned them to th e ir  places o f 
w o rk ; thus the Soviet govern­
m ent and the Soviet C om m unist 
P a rty  ng-estaiblis'hed the good 
name o f M ikhoe ls and o f a ll the 
liqu ida ted  innocent Jew ish w r i t ­
ers. The be lie f th a t the Le n in is t 
p a r ty  would correct th is  tra g ic  
event was realized. In  th is  w ay 
the Jew ish popu la tion  o f the So­
v ie t Un ion now enjoys the prac­
tica l benefits o f the re tu rn  ’ to 
the Le n in is t norm.

W e welcome as long-aw aited, 
happy tid ing s  every announce­
ment o f the re tu rn  o f Jew ish 
w rite rs , scientists and a rt is ts  to 
th e ir in te rrup te d  crea tive  w ork. 
I t  is our common consolation 
th a t as o f today there are over 
60 Jew ish Soviet w rite rs  once 
again c rea ting  and p re pa ring  to 
publish th e ir  works. W ith  the 
grea test eagerness we receive 
every announcement o f close 
comrades and frien ds  fro m  M os­
cow and K iev, fro m  M insk and 
Odessa who rem a in  undaunted 
and determ ined to devote a ll 
th e ir  s treng th  to the re v iva l o f 
Jew ish social and cu ltu ra l life . 
F u ll o f hope is the news about 
the reconstitu tion  o f the Jew ish 
sta te-theater, about a series o f 
w e igh ty  steps o f p o lit ic a l, eco­
nomic and c u ltu ra l s ignificance 
fo r the Jew ish popu lation in  the 
Soviet Union.

This is ou r consolation, the 
consolation of the Jew ish masses 
the w o rld  over.



T H E  M I L I T A N T —  Page Three

1. Israel and the M iddle East Crisis
The conflict in the Middle East is getting 

hotter w ith each passing day. The area 
is the battleground of mighty historic 
forces. The fundamental struggle is be­
tween the rising Arab national inde­
pendence revolution and U.S., British and 
French imperialism. The imperialist gov­
ernments are preparing a Korea-type 
“ police action” to preserve exploitation of 
the area by the oil trusts. The Middle East 
■is also the hottest area of “ cold war”  be­
tween the Soviet Union and imperialism.

Radical workers raised in the teachings 
of Lenin are passionate defenders of the 
independence revolution of the Arab and 
all other colonial peoples. That is why they 
demand that the U.S., B ritish and French 
governments keep hands o ff the Middle 
East and withdraw their troops from the 
area. A t the same time, the ever-sharpen­
ing conflict in the Middle East raises the 
problem of a mortal danger confronting 
the Jews in Israel. They are caught be­
tween the rise of the national liberation 
movement in Egypt, Syria and other Arab 
lands and the counter-revolutionary drive 
of imperialism.

“ The future development of . . . events 
may well transform Palestine into a bloody 
trap for several hundred thousand Jews,” 
wrote Leon Trotsky in 1940. These words 
fu lly  apply to the peril confronting the 
Israeli Jews today. How can they escape 
the death trap? What program, can so­
cialist-minded workers present that w ill 
enable the Jews in  Israel to save lives, 
homes and national culture?

A t the outset they must reject the 
reactionary utopia that there can be a 
special solution for the Jews separate and 
apart from the socialist revolution. This 
means to reject the Zionist program of 
building Palestine as a Jewish national 
homeland w ith the aid of B ritish and U.S.

imperialism. This course has made of 
Zionism an agency of imperialism. It  has 
aroused the deepest hatred of the Arab 
masses for Jewish Palestine and now 
threatens to engulf the land in bloody 
reprisal.

Nor is the Stalinist program propounded 
by the Kremlin chiefs and supported in the 
U.S. by the Daily Worker any better. It 
calls for resolving the Arab-Israel and all 
other Middle Eastern conflicts at a four 
power conference of the Soviet Union, the 
U.S., B rita in and France. The Kremlin 
offers to help preserve imperialist rule in 
the Middle East in exchange fo r a scrap­
ping of the Baghdad anti-Soviet m ilitary 
pact.

Guarantees fo r Israel and meager con­
cessions to Arab nationalism would be a 
by-product of a four-power agreement 
such as proposed by the Kremlin. I t  would 
be essentially a status quo deal at the 
expense of the righ t of the Arab people to 
determine their own fate. By preserving 
imperialist rule, it  would do nothing basic 
to resolve the Arab-Israel conflict and the 
threat it  poses to the Jews.

We Trotskyists reject the class-collabo­
rationist scheme of the Kremlin and the 
pro-imperialist orientation of the Zionists. 
The sole hope fo r Jews anywhere in the 
world is to enter the international strug­
gle for socialism, linking themselves with 
the proletariat of whatever country they 
happen to live in. Only after socialism is 
established on a world-wide basis, w ill 
there be the possibility fo r creating a 
viable Jewish state fo r all Jews who desire 
to develop a common national culture. 
“ National topography w ill become a part 
of the planned economy. This is the grand 
historical perspective that I  envisage,” 
said Trotsky in 1937. “ To work for interna­
tional socialism means also to work for 
the solution of the Jewish question.”

2. The Colonial Revolution in Egypt
A main front of the world-wide struggle 

fo r socialism is the national independence 
revolution in Asia, A frica and Latin 
America. The rise of nationalism in 
Egypt, Syria and other Arab countries is 
an integral part of the colonial revolu­
tion. This movement, even when initiated 
under the leadership, of the colonial 
capitalist class, inevitably sets the working 
class and peasantry into action to realize 
their independent class ajrns. As Trotsky 
explained and history verified, the national 
independence revolution is “ permanent”  — 
that is, it  can be successfully completed 
only under the leadership of the working 
class. This means that a victorious na­
tional revolution in the colonies must lead 
to the creation of workers and peasants 
governments. Furthermore, the impact 
of the colonial independence movement 
throws the imperialist countries in crisis 
and hastens the advent of the revolu­
tionary showdown there, too.

I t  is to the further course of the colonial 
revolution in the Middle East — to the 
independent intervention of the Egyptian, 
Syrian, Jordanian and other Arab masses
— that the Israeli population must look 
fo r aid in safeguarding the ir lives and 
homes. However, the Jews w ill win the 
Arabs as allies only i f  they support their 
national liberation drive now.

I t  is true that Nasser, who heads the 
Arab struggle at present as an agent of 
the Egyption capitalist class, only takes 
half-measures against imperialism. He 
diverts his blows in the direction of Israel 
rather than mobilize the Egyptian masses
—  whom he mortally fears — fo r a social 
revolution that would end British economic 
domination. For the Arab revolution to

Lenin’s Deathbed Fight to Remove Stalin

succeed it  w ill have to clear the Nasser 
dictatorship out of the road.

Just the same, present Egyptian support 
of the North African liberation struggle 
against the French; opposition to the 
U.S,-sponsored Baghdad anti-Soviet m ili­
ta ry pact; ouster of the B ritish from Suez; 
purchase of arms from the Soviet bloc in 
defiance of Washington’s edicts; anti­
imperialist propaganda beamed to Negrc 
A frica over Radio Cairo — all these 
measures taken by the Nasser regime give 
clear-cut expression to the national libera­
tion sentiments of the Arab masses. 
Revolutionary socialists are duty bound to 
support these actions and so should the 
Jewish people.

Instead, the Israeli government has 
lined up solidly w ith imperialism against 
the Arab nationalist movement. Repeatedly 
during the last several months, the Israeli 
government has denounced Egypt to 
Britain, alleging that Nasser has secret 
intentions to keep British forces out of 
Suez in case of war, despite the provisions 
of the Anglo-Egyptiaii treaty.

This is an act of strikebreaking on the 
Israelis’ part. I t  is an invitation to hated 
British imperialism to violate its end of 
the treaty by bringing the troops back 
now. Israel’s action is from the same m int 
as the shameful vote her delegate cast last 
fa ll in the United Nations supporting 
French imperialism against the Algerian 
people.

The Israel government is closely aligned 
in the Middle East w ith the Turkish. Both 
these regimes as well as the Iranian, Iraqui, 
Jordanian and Saudi Arabian monarchs 
are the firm est props imperialism has in 
the Middle East.

Lin last week’s issue o f the M il­
ita n t we published the firs t h a lf 
o f an excerpt from  Leon T ro t­
sky ’s autob iography, M y L ife , 
describ ing the events and condi­
tions surround ing Lenin ’s de­
cision to w r ite  a le tte r  to the 
Soviet Communist P a rty  which 
became known as his last “ W il l”  
or “ Testam ent.”  The fu ll tex t of 
Len in ’s testam ent was also pub­
lished in  our last issue. The tes­
tam ent, w r itte n  at the end o f 
1922 and the beg inn ing o f 1923, 
contains a postscrip t which calls 
fo r  the rem oval o f S ta lin  from  
his post as General Secretary of 
the pa rty . The fo llo w in g  conclud­
in g  in s ta llm e n t o f T ro ts k y ’s 
passages on the period o f Len­
in 's illness is o f exceptional cu r­
rent in te res t since i t  gives an 
account o f how, in  his last days, 
Lenin was preparing  an a ll-ou t 
a ttack on S ta lin  at the T w e lfth  
Congress o f the Soviet Com­
m un ist P a rty . The cen tra l po in t 
o f his a ttack was to  be S ta lin ’s 
chauv in is t position and conduct 
in  re la tion  to na tiona l m inorities  
in the Soviet' Union. The recent 
admissions o f the S ta lin is t Jew­
ish press in  W arsaw  and New 
Y ork on the slaughter o f the 
c u ltu ra l leaders o f the Jew ish 
people in  the Soviet Un ion under 
the regim e o f S ta lin , provides 
add itiona l tra g ic  p roof o f the. 
fo res igh t shown by Lenin in  his 
plan to w ork  closely w ith  T ro t­
sky to destroy the  S ta lin  cu lt in 
its  em bryonic phase.— Ed.]

*  *  *

By Leon Trotsky
Len in ’s two secretaries, Fo- 

tieva and G lyasser, did service 
as lia ison o ffice rs . Th is is w hat 
they came to te ll me: V la d im ir 
I ly ic h  was very . much disturbed 
by S ta lin ’s preparations fo r  the 
com ing pa rty  congress, especial­
ly  in  connection w ith  his fac­
tio n a l m achinations in  Georgia. 
"V la d im ir  I ly ic h  is p repa ring  a 
bomb fo r  S ta lin  at the congress”  
— tha t was F o tieva ’s phrase, ve r­
batim . The. word “ bomb”  was 
Len in ’s, not hers. “ V la d im ir 

T ly ich  asks you to  take the 
Georgian case in  your hands; he 
w il l  then fee l confident.”  On 
M arch 5, Lenin dicta ted th is  note 
to  me:

"D ear Comrade T ro ts k y : I
w ish ve ry  much to  ask you to 
take upon you rse lf the  defense 
o f the Georgian case in the Cen­
tra l Com m ittee o f the p a rty . A t  
present, the case is under the 
‘persecution’ o f S ta lin  and D zer­
zhinsky, and I  cannot tru s t th e ir 
im p a rt ia lity .  Quite the opposite. 
I f  you were to agree to  under­
take the defense, m y m ind would 
be a t rest. I f  fo r  some reason 
you cannot agree to do so, please 
re tu rn  the en tire  dossier to me; 
I  shall consider th a t a sign o f 
re fusa l fro m  you. W ith  best com­
radely greetings, Lenin.”

3. The Road to Socialism for Israel
The reactionary policy of the Israeli gov­

ernment towards the Arab independence 
movement is the other side of the coin of 
its  policy at home. Israel is the arena of 
a full-blown class struggle: The capitalist 
“ Five Hundred”  are the ruling class. They 
control the government. Their exploita­
tion of the Israeli working class is sup­
plemented by discrimination favoring 
European Jews against Jews from the 
Middle East and North Africa, discrimina­
tion against the Arab m inority, ascendancy 
of the Hebrew priestcraft and development 
of a strong semi-fascist movement.

The program of the labor Zionists to 
support the “Jewish homeland”  venture in 
Palestine but build it  as a socialist coun­
try  is exploded by the sordid reality. I t  is 
shown to be a completely utopian scheme. 
For the Jewish workers to make common 
cause w ith the Israeli capitalists and with 
imperialism fo r the sake of this utopia 
goes directly counter to the ir own class 
interests. I t  strengthens the hand of reac­
tion in  Israel and worsens the ir own ex-

ploitation. I t  also invites the Arabs to 
close in on Israel — and spring the bloody 
trap.

The Middle East is s till overwhelmingly 
Arab land. Its central problem is how tc 
bring victory to the Arab national inde­
pendence movement. This is the only road 
to socialism in the Middle East. What tb 
Jewish workers and socialist-minded youth 
in Israel confront is a special variant of 
the path fo r the Jews in the rest of the 
world’. To enter the world-wide struggle for 
socialism as part of the proletariat of 
whatever country they liVe in, means in 
the Middle East to link up w ith the Arab 
masses in their anti-imperialist struggle.

I f  the Israeli toilers are successful in 
this, they w ill certainly retain their homes 
in Israel. They w ill also win the possibility 
to develop the ir national culture un­
molested w ithin the frame-work of a so­
cialist federation of the Middle East. This 
w ill immeasurably hasten the world-wide 
victory of socialism and thereby bring a 
solution to the Jewish problem every­
where*

S T A L IN ’S D IS L O Y A L  G A M E  
W hat had b rough t the ques­

tion  to such an acute stage?—
I inquired. I t  turned ou t th a t 
S ta lin  had betrayed Len in ’s con­
fidence; in  order to insure h im ­
self support in  Georgia, ac ting  
behind Len in ’s back and w ith o u t 
the knowledge o f the en tire  Cen­
tra l Com m ittee, he had carried 
out, w ith  the help o f O rdzhoni­
kidze and no t w ith o u t support 
fro m  Dzerzhinsky, an organized 
coup d’e ta t there against the 
best section o f the p a rty , shie ld­
ing  h im se lf fa lse ly  behind the 
a u th o rity  o f the Centra l Com­
m ittee.

As Len in ’s illness made i t  im ­
possible fo r  h im  to meet o ther 
comrades, S ta lin  had taken ad­
vantage o f th is  and had sur­
rounded h im  w ith  m is in fo rm a­
tion . Len in  instructed his secre­
taries to ga the r a ll the m ate ria l 
they could on the Georgian m a t­
te r  and decided to come out 
openly w ith  a statem ent. I t  is 
hard to say w hat shocked Lenin 
most —  S ta lin ’s personal d is­
lo y a lty  o r his rough and bureau­
c ra tic  po licy  on1 the na tiona l 
question. ProbSbly i t  was a com­
b ina tion  o f both.

Len in  was g e ttin g  ready fo r  
the s trugg le , bu t he was a fra id  
th a t he w ould no t be able to 
speak a t the congress, and th is  
w orried  h im . W hy  no t ta lk  the 
m a tte r over w ith  Z inoviev or 
Kamenev? —  his secretaries 
kept p ro m ptin g  h im . B u t Lenin 
waved them  aside im p a tie n tly . 
He foresaw  th a t i f  he w ithdrew  
from  a c tiv ity , Z inoviev and K a ­
menev would jo in  S ta lin  to make 
up a tr io  aga inst me, and thus 
would be tra y  him . “ Do you hap­
pen to know  T ro ts k y ’s a ttitud e  
on the Georgian question?”  Len- 
ins asks. “ A t  the p lenary m eet­
ing, T ro tsky  spoke in  agreem ent 
w ith  you r views,”  answers G lyas­
ser, who acted as the secretary 
a t the m eeting.

"A re  you sure?”
“ Quite. T ro ts k y  accused O rd­

zhonikidze, Vorosh ilov and K a­
lin in  o f fa il in g  to  understand the 
national question.”

“ V e r ify  i t  again,”  Lenin de­
mands.

The nex t day, a t the m eeting 
o f the Centra l Com m ittee a t m y 
house, G lyasser handed me a 
note w ith  a b r ie f  sum m ary o f 
m y speech o f the day before, 
concluding w ith  the question: 
“ D id I  understand you correct- 

1 ly ? ”

fa tu a tio n , w ith  eve ry th in g  he 
did, and guarded h is associates 
from  c ritic ism  and in te rfe rence 
w ith  a passionate fana tic ism  that, 
had no element o f the personal 
in it ,  fo r  he was com plete ly d is ­
solved in  his w ork.

*  *  *

S ta lin ’s o ther a lly , O rdzhon­
ik idze, Lenin tho ugh t i t  neces­
sary to expel fro m  the p a rty  be­
cause o f his bureaucratic h ig h ­
handedness in  the Caucasus. I 
argued against it .  Len in  answer­
ed me through his secre ta ry: 
“ A t  least fo r  two years.”  How 
l i t t le  could he im agine a t th a t 
tim e  th a t O rdzhonikidze would 
become head o f the Contro l Com­
m ission th a t Lenin was p lanning 
to create to  f ig h t S ta lin ’s bu­
reaucracy, and which was to em­
body the conscience o f the p a rty !

L E N IN ’S P L A N
Aside fro m  its  general p o lit i­

cal aims, d ie  cam paign th a t Len­
in opened had as its  im m ediate 
object the creation o f the best 
conditions fo r  my w o rk  o f d i­
rection, e ith e r side by side w ith  
h im  i f  he regained h is health , o r 
in  h is place i f  he succumbed to 
his illness. B u t the s trugg le , 
which was never carried out to 
its  end, o r even p a rt way, had 
exactly  an opposite resu lt. Len­
in  managed on ly to declare w ar 
aga inst S ta lin  and his a llies, and 
even th is  was known on ly  to 
those who were d ire c tly  involved

in it ,  and not to the p a r ty  as a 
whole.

S ta lin ’s fac tio n  —  a t th a t tim e  
it  was s t i l l  the fac tio n  o f the 
tr io  —  closed its  ranks m ore 
t ig h t ly  a fte r  the f irs t  w a rn in g . 
The inde fin ite  s itua tion  con tin ­
ued. S ta lin  stood a t the helm  
o f the apparatus. A r t i f ic ia l selec­
tion  was carried on the re  a t a 
mad pace. The weaker tihe tr io  
fe lt  in m a tte rs  o f p rinc ip le , the 
more they feared me —  because 
they wanted to get r id  o f m e— 
and the t ig h te r  they had to bo lt 
a ll the screws and nuts in  the 
state and p a rty  system. Much 
la te r, in  1925, B ukharin  said to 
me, in  answer to m y  c r it ic is m  
o f the p a rty  oppression: “ We 
have no democracy because we 
are a fra id  o f you.”

“ Jus t you t r y  to stop being 
a fra id ,”  I p ro ffe red  by w ay o f 
advice, “ and le t us w o rk  p ro pe r­
ly .”  B u t m y advice was vain.

The year 1923 was the f irs t  
year o f the intense but s t i l l  s i­
lent s t i f l in g  and ro u tin g  o f the 
Bolshevist pa rty . Lenin was 
s tru g g lin g  w ith  his te rr ib le  i l l ­
ness. The t r io  were s tru g g lin g  
w ith  the p a rty . The atm osphere 
was charged, and toward autum n 
the tension resolved its e lf  in to  
a “ discussion”  o f the opposition. 
The second chapter o f the rev­
o lu tion  had begun —  the fig h t 
against T ro tsky ism . In  re a lity , 
it  was a f ig h t against the  ideo­
logica l legacy o f Lenin.

...Anti-Sem itic Purges
(Continued from  page 1) 

fore been liqu ida ted and its  lead­
ers sentenced to destruction .”

In  1937 Leon T ro tsky , w r it in g  
on an ti-S em itism  in  the Soviet 
U n ion, warned Com m unist w o rk ­
ers aga inst b lin d in g  themselves 
to the crim es o f S ta lin ism . “ Woe 
to those workers, revo lu tion is ts , 
socialists, democrats who, in the 
words o f Pushkin, p re fe r ‘a de­
lusion w h ich exa lts  us’ to  the 
b it te r  trwtih,”  said T ro tsky . “ A  
hea lthy  revo lu tiona ry  op tim ism  
has no need fo r  illus ions. One 
m ust face li fe  as i t  is. I t  is nec­
essary to  find  in re a lity  its e lf  
the force to  overcome its  reac­
tio n a ry  and barbaric  features. 
T h a t is w h a t M arx ism  teaches 
us.”

S O C IA L ROOTS
U nder the  Czar an ti-S em itism  

was w idespread in  Russia. The 
w orkers revo lu tion  o f 1917 swept 
th is  fo u l oppression aw ay and 
established the economic founda­
tions which w ill eventua lly  lib e r­
ate m ankind fro m  a ll oppression. 
When the revo lution, ebbed the 
bureaucracy helped to  consoli­
date its  police machine by ap­
pealing , a t f ir s t  cove rtly , to  the 
w o rs t pre judices o f the most 
backward sections o f the popu­
la tion .

The an ti-Jew ish  purge o f the 
T h ir t ie s  was the cu lm ina tion  o f 
th is  process. I t  was p a rt o f the 
purge o f the m ost advanced 
w orkers  in  the Soviet U n ion , in ­
c lud ing  a lm ost a l l o f the leaders 
o f the Russian Revolution.

The Second W orld  W ar im p e l­
led the Soviet w orkers in to  rev­
o lu tio na ry  s trugg le  once more —  
and especially the Jew ish people. 
The an ti-Jew ish purges in  the 
post-w ar period were pare o f a 
new a ttem p t to  destroy the rev- 
c lu tio n a iy  mood o f those who 
had sacrificed so much in the 
w a r years.

The ed itors o f the D a ily  W o rk ­
er, A p r i l  13, expressed then- 
shock a t the ex te rm ina tion  o f 
Jews in the Soviet U n ion. They 
say, “ W e reg is te r ou r s trong
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on th is  l i fe  and death question.
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d issa tis fac tion  th a t the  Soviet 
leaders have not o ffe re d  any ex­
p lana tion  o f w ha t took place.”  
However, the ed itors fa ile d  to 
note th a t the new K re m lin  mas­
te rs  have no t as ye t even a d m it­
ted pub lic ly  th a t the an ti-Jew ish  
purges took place. O n ly the Jew ­
ish press o f Poland has exposed 
the m urder o f Jews in  the Soviet 
Union.

JU S T  H A V E  F A IT H
B ut the D a ily  W o rke r ed ito rs 

—  w ith o u t w a it in g  fo r  th e ir  re ­
quested exp lanation o r even the 
deta ils o f these bloody events —  
rush to assure th e ir  readers th a t 
the present Soviet leaders “ are 
ta k in g  steps to preven t a re cu r­
rence o f o ther types o f v io la tio n  
o f-s o c ia lis t p rinc ip le . We have 
confidence th a t the y  w i l l  take 
the necessary measures in  th is  
grave m a tte r too,”  they say.

How  can the ed ito rs o f the 
D a ily  W orke r know  th a t steps 
are being taken to  p reven t new 
pogroms i f  they don’t  even 
know  w h a t earned them in the 
f irs t  place? W ha t is the ju s t i f i­
cation fo r  th is  se rv ile  expression 
o f confidence in the “ new”  lead­
ers o f the Soviet U n ion , a ll o f 
whom are g u ilty  o f p a rtic ip a tin g  
in the s laugh te r o f Jews?

The ind igna tion  o f class con­
scious w orkers th roughou t the 
w o rld  w ill not be “ consoled”  by 
p roc la im ing  S ta lin ’s g u ilt ,  fo l­
lowed by a qu ick w hitewash o f 
S ta lin ’3 pa rtners-in -enm e. The 
m urder o f revo lu tiona ry  workers 
and m in o r ity  peoples in  the Sov­
iet Union m ust be avenged. The 
f irs t  s t ir r in g s  o f th e  p o litica l 
revo lu tion  o f the  w orkers in  the 
Soviet U n ion has already toppled 
the edifice o f lies and fram e-ups 
on which the ru le  o f the bureau­
c ra tic  caste is founded. T h is  revo­
lu tion  w i l l  grow  u n t il the bu­
reaucracy has los t its  power and 
w orkers ’ democracy is fu lly  re ­
stored.
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Kamenev was qu ite  pale and 
ag ita ted . The ground was s lip ­
p ing  away under his fee t. He 
did not know  w hat to do next, 
o r which w a y  to tu rn . I t  is 
qu ite  lik e ly  th a t he was s im p ly 
a fra id  o f my acting  in an un­
fr ie n d ly  way tow ard him .

I gave him  m y opin ion o f the 
s itua tion . ‘'Sometimes,”  I  said, 
‘‘out o f fea r o f an im ag ina ry  
danger, people are capable of 
b rin g in g  real danger down upon 
themselves. Remember, and te li 
others tha t the last th in g  I w ant 
is to s ta r t a f ig h t a t the con­
gress fo r  any changes in  o rgan­
ization. I am fo r  p reserv ing the 
sta tus quo.

“ I f  Lenin gets on h is fee t be-1 
fore the congress, o f which there 
is un fo rtu n a te ly  l i t t le  chance, he 
and I  w il l discuss the m a tte r to ­
ge ther anew.

“ I  am against rem oving S ta l­
in , and expe lling  Ordzhonikidze, 
a n d  disp lacing Dzerzshinsky 
fro m  the com m issaria t o f tra n s ­
port.

“ B u t I do agree writh  Lenin 
in substance. I  w ant a rad ica l 
change in the po licy on the na­
tion a l question, a. discontinuance 
o f persecutions o f the Georgian 
opponents o f S ta lin , a discon­
tinuance o f the adm in is tra tive  
oppression o f th e  pa rty , a f irm e r 
policy in  m atters  o f in d u s tr ia li­
zation, and an honest co-opera­
tion in  the h igher centers.

“ On the national question the 
S ta lin  reso lu tion is good fo r  
no thing. I t  places the h ig h ­
handed and insolent oppression 
by the dom inant nation on the 
same level w ith  the p ro test and 
resistance o f sm all, weak and 
backward na tiona lities . I  gave 
m y reso lu tion the fo rm  o f 
amendments to S ta lin ’s to make 
i t  easier fo r  h im  to a lte r  his line 
o f po licy. B u t there m ust be an 
im m ediate and rad ica l change.

“ In  add ition , i t  is necessary 
th a t S ta lin  should w r ite  to 
K rupskaya a t once to apologize 
fo r  his rudeness, and th a t he 
revise his behavior. L e t h im  not 
overreach h im se lf. There should 
be no more in trigu es , bu t honest 
co-operation.

“ Ä nd you,”  and here I  turned 
to  Kamenev, “ when you are at. 
the conference a t T if l is ,  must 
arrange a complete reversa l of 
the po licy tow’ard Len in ’s Geor­
g ian supporters on the national 
question.”

“ R U D E  A N D  C A P R IC IO U S ”  
Kamenev gave a sigh o f re ­

lie f. He accepted a ll m y propos­
als. H is  on ly  fe a r was th a t S ta l­
in would be obstina te : “ H e ’s
rude and capricious.”

“ I  don’t  th in k ,”  I  answered, 
“ th a t S ta lin  has any a lte rna tive  
now.”  La te  th a t n igh t. Kamenev 
in fo rm ed me th a t he had been 
to see S ta lin  in  the country , and 
th a t S ta lin  had accepted a ll the 
term s. K rupskaya had already 
received his le tte r  o f apology, 
bu t she could no t show i t  to 
Lenin, fo r  his condition had 
grow n worse. I  gained the im ­
pression, however, th a t Kam e­
nev’s tone was d iffe re n t fro m  
th a t a t ou r p a rtin g  a few  hours 
ea rlie r. I t  was no t u n til la te r 
tha t I  realized th a t the change 
was the resu lt o f Le n in ’s more 
serious condition.

On his way to T if lis ,  o r im ­
m ediate ly a f t e r  his a rr iv a l, 
Kamenev received from  S ta lin  a 
te legram  in  code te llin g  h im  tha t 
Lenin was paralyzed again, and 
unable to speak o r w rite . A t  the 
Georgian conference, Kamenev 
carried out S ta lin ’s p o l i c y  
against Len in ’s. Cemented by 
personal treachery, the tr io  had 
become a fact.

Le n in ’s offensive was directed 
n o t on ly  aga inst S ta lin  person­
a lly , bu t against h is en tire  s ta ff,  
and, f ir s t  o f  a ll, h is  assistants, 
Dzerzhinsky and Ordzhonikidze. 
Both o f  them  are mentioned con­
s ta n tly  in Len in ’s correspondence 
on the Georgian question. D zer­
zh insky was a man o f g rea t and 
explosive passion. H is  energy 
was held a t a h igh  p itch  by con­
s tan t e lec tric  discharges. In  
every discussion, even o f th ings 
o f m in o r im portance* he would 
fire  up, h is no s trils  would qu iver, 
his eyes would sparkle , and his 
voice would be so stra ined th a t 
o ften i t  would break. Yet, in  
sp ite  o f th is  h igh  nervous ten ­
sion, D zerzh insky had no apa­
the tic  in te rva ls . He was a lw ays in 
that- same sta te  o f tense m o b ili­
zation. Lenin once compared him  
to a sp irited  thoroughbred. D zer­
zh insky fe ll in  love, in  a mad in -

V. I. L E N IN  s

“ W hat do you w an t i t  fo r ? ”  I  f 
isked. “ F o r V la d im ir  I ly ic h ,”  i 
Ilyasse r answered. “ Yes, th is  s 
s correct,”  I replied. In  the £ 
neantime, S ta lin  watched our 
orrespondence w ith  a la rm , bu t i 
,t th a t m oment I  was s t i l l  un- a 
ware o f w h a t i t  was a ll about, f  
A fte r  he read nty correspon- F 
ence w ith  ybu,”  G lyasser to ld 
ae a fte rw a rd , “ V la d im ir I ly ic h  ii 
a ir ly  shone . . . ‘Now, i t  is a c 
a ffe ren t m a tte r.’ A nd he in - t 
truc ted  me to hand over to  you o 
11 the m anuscrip ts tha t were to o 
rake p a rt o f his bomb fo r  the t 
w e lfth  congress.”  Len in 's  in - o 
entions now were qu ite  clear to  p 
le ;  by tak in g  the example o f z 
ta lin ’s policy he wanted to ex- ti 
ose to the p a rty , and ru th less ly , 
he danger o f the bureaucratic S 
ransfo rm ation  o f the d ic ta to r- n 
hip. h

“ Tom orrow  Kamenev is. go ing b 
o. Georgia fo r  the p a rty i con- s 
erence,”  I  said to Fotieva, “ I  r  
an acquaint h im  w ith  Len in ’s b 
lanuscrip ts  so as to induce h im  n 
o act p rope rly  in  Georgia, A sk  a 
T a d im ir IJich about it . ”  A  quar- i' 
er o f an hour la te r, Fotieva re - o 
urned ou t o f b reath : i:

“ U nder no circum stances.’”  
“ W h y ? ”  t
“ V la d im ir  I ly ic h  says: ‘K a- I 

nenev w il l  im m edia te ly  show f 
ive ry th in g  to  S ta lin , and S ta lin  r 
v il l make a ro tte n  compromise c 
md then deceive us.* ”  I

"Then the th in g  has gone so c 
'ar th a t V la d im ir  I ly ic h  no long- 
:r  th in ks  th a t we can compro- t 
nise w ith  S ta lin  even on the t 
•igh t lin e ? ”  s

“ Yes, he does no t tru s t S ta lin , t 
ind w ants to come oult aga ins t f 
lim  openly, before the en tire  c 
la r ty . l ie  is p re pa ring  a bomb.”  (

‘BE FO R E  IT  IS  TOO L A T E ”
A bout an hour a f te r  th is  eon- 1 

rersation, Fotieva came to  me e 
iga in  w ith  a note fro m  Lenin i 
tddressed to old revo lu tiona ry , i 
dd ivan i, and to o ther opponents 
if  S ta lin ’s po licy in  Georgia. < 
.enin w ro te  to them : “ I am r 
catch ing you r case w ith  a ll 'm y  ; 
le a rt and soul. O rdzhonik idze’s j 
ough methods and S ta lin ’s and j  
Dzerzhinsky’s encouragement f i l l  t 
ne w ith  ind igna tion . I  am pre- t 
>aring notes and a speech fo r  \ 
mu.”  The copy o f the note was i 
iddresscd no t on ly  to  me, b u t , 
o Kamenev as w e ll. Th is sur- j 
irised me. . r

“ Then V la d im ir  I ly ic h  has , 
ihanged h is m in d ? ”  I  asked. t 

“ Yes, his condition is ge ttin g  | 
vorse every hour. You m ust not , 
je lie ve the  reassuring statem ents , 
) f  the doctors. He can speak 
low  only w ith  d if f ic u lty  . . . , 
rhe  Georgian question w orries ] 
Dim te rr ib ly . He is a fra id  he | 
bvill collapse before he can un- i 
ie rta k e  any th ing . When handing , 
me th is  note he sa id : 'B e fo re  i t  | 
is too la te  . . .  I  am obliged to , 
come ou t openly before the 
proper t im e !’ ”

“ B u t th is  means th a t now I  
can ta lk  to Kam enev?”  

“ O bviously.”
“ A sk  h im  to come to see me.”  
Kaimenev eaime a>n hour la te r. 

He was com ple te ly a t sea. The 
idea o f a t r io — S ta lin , Z inoviev, 
Kamenev— had long been estab­
lished. T h e ir spear-po in t was d i­
rected a t me. The whole p lan o f 
the conspirators was th a t a fte r  
they had m ustered enough sup­
p o rt in  the organ izations, they 
would be crowned le g itim a te  
successors to  Lenin.

The l i t t le  note cu t in to  th e ir  
p lan lik e  a sharp wedge. Kam e­
nev did no t know  w ha t to do, 
and adm itted i t  to  me qu ite 
fra n k ly . I  gave him  Len in ’s 
m anuscrip t to read over. K am e­
nev was an experienced enough 
po litic ian  to understand a t once 
th a t fo r  Lenin the question was 
not on ly  one o f Georgia bu t o f 
S ta lin ’s en tire  ro le  in the pa rty .

B R E A K S  W IT H  S T A L IN
Kamenev gave me fcome addi­

tion a l facts. He had ju s t been to 
see Nadyezhda Konstantinovna 
K rupskaya, a t her request. She 
to ld h im  in  g re a t ailiarm: “ V la d i­
m ir  has ju s t d icta ted to  h is 
s tenographer a le tte r  to  S ta lin  
saying th a t he breaks o f f  a ll 
re la tions w ith  h im .”  The im m e­
diate cause o f th is  was o f a 
sem i-personal character. S ta lin  
had been t r y in g  to  iso la te  Lenin 
fro m  a ll sources o f in fo rm a tio n , 
and in  th is  connection had been 
ve ry  rude to  Nadyezhda K on­
stantinovna. “ B u t you know 
V la d im ir,”  K rupskaya  added. 
“ He would never have decided 
to  break o f f  personal re la tions 
i f  he had no t th o u g h t i t  neces­
sary to crush Stalin po litica lly .”



Our Readers Take the Floor
The Polite South
E d ito r :

I  w ish to  express m y apprecia­
tion , a« a Southerner, fo r  the 
w ay the M il ita n t  has handled the 
Southern events th a t have shaken 
the w o rld  in the past months. The 
ed ito rs ' sw ift, action and inspired 
covering o f the M ontgom ery 
p ro te s t movement have won fo r  
the M il ita n t  recogn ition th a t i t  is 
a tru e  champion o f the Negro 
s trugg le  fo r  equa lity .

Especia lly good was W illia m  
B undy’s sitory in  the M arch 19 
issue on the m eeting o f the 
M ontgom ery. Im provem ent Asso­
cia tion . I  wish every person who 
has never been South m ig h t read 
th is  s to iy . N o th in g  sho rt o f p. 
v is it  down tthere could so g raph ­
ica lly  il lu s tra te  what i t  mean« to 
be a Negro in the South, as dc 
the closing paragraphs o f Bundy's 
s tory, te ll in g  o f the po lite  street? 
o f th a t  po lite  Southern town.

Those M ontgom ery heroes and 
heroines are show ing w h a t can 
be done by organized mass ac­
tion , and aga inst seem ingly im ­
possible odds. A re  the  odds too 
g re a t in M ississipp i fo r  the same 
th in g  to happen? The clim ate in 
M iss iss ipp i m ust re a lly  he a 
m iasma, when i t  breeds such 
thoughts a-s Nobel P rize  w inne r 
Ea/ulkner has expressed. This 
schizophrenic pe rsona lity  who can 
say to  the w o rld  th a t he knows 
m urder is w rong , b u t he would 
m urder innocent Negroes to 
“ p ro te c t”  the  South, is  sup­
posedly one o f M iss iss ipp i’s most 
in te llig e n t w h ite  men. W h a t can 
you expect o f the rest, o f them ?

I t  is fo rtun a te  th a t M ississipp i 
has such non - w h ites  as Da-. 
How ard and his associates; i f  
M ississipp i is ever to make it ,  it  
w i l l  have to  do so th rough  the 
e ffo r ts  o f such as they.

L . S.
I/Os Angeles

* * *

Starting to Think
E d ito r :

A t  a pub lic  m eeting  here in 
P hiladelph ia , A p r i l  6, sponsored 
by the D a ily  W orker, I  had the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  w itness the im pact 
o f  the 20th Congress upon lead­
ers o f the CP and upon its  mem­
bers. There were over 150 present. 
The la rg e r part, o f the audience 
was composed, o f o ld  tim ers , b u t 
there was a good num ber o f 
youth. M ost im p o rta n t, i t  was a 
serious audience th a t assembled 
to hear A la n  M ax, m anaging 
ed ito r o f the D a ily  W orke r 
discuss the  20th Congress de­
cisions.

A lan M ax revealed th a t he is 
incapable o f dea ling  w ith  the 
m a jo r issue, th a t is  o f “ demo­
c ra tiza tio n ”  in  the Soviet Union. 
He represents the  S ta lin is t lead­
ens o f  the  A m erican CP who 
fo llow ed every tw is t  and tu rn  of

S ta lin ’s treacherous course and 
defended every one o f his crimes. 
M ax came closest to  the tru th  
when he repeated d u rin g  the 
course o f his ta lk  th a t he was 
“ shocked, jo lted , taken aback’’ by 
the  20th Congress repud ia tion  of 
StaLin.

There is every ind ica tion  tha t 
CP members w an t answers to 
th e ir  questions. ’ Here are some 
typ ica l questions asked and an­
swered. ( In d d e n tly , on ly w ritte n  
questions were honored.)

Q : W hy doesn’t  the D a ily
W orker w r ite  about Socialism  and 
w hat i t  would mean fo r  the 
Am erican w orker?

A : (M ax) We were too busy 
w ith  im m ediate goals and we lost 
s igh t o f the u ltim a te  goal.

Q : W hy were the leaders a t­
tack ing  S ta lin  a fte r  his death?

A : A  leng thy  evasion along the 
line o f what-else-icould-they-do.

Q : W hat resp on s ib ility  did the 
present leadership hove in  past 
e rro rs?

A : “ H is to ry  w i l l  te ll.”
Q : I f  StaLin were alive today 

w ouldn’t  i t  be possible fo r  him  to 
selfcra-bioize 'h im se lf and change 
the course o f leadership ?

A : Laug h te r fro m  the f lo o r  and 
from  the rostrum  and A la n  Max 
w ith  a  shrug o f his shoulder« 
w ent on to  another question.

The discussion w en t on u n til 
11:10 P.M. There w ere  s t i l l  many 
unanswered questions. A m otion 
was made to send the rem aining 
question to  the D a ily  W orker 
to be answered. Passed.

To the OPers who w a n t answer: 
they w ill have to look elsewher« 
than th e ir  leaders. They w ill have 
to read T ro ts k y ’s ideas and 
discuss them w ith  us.

P. Spangler 
P h ilade iph if

the MILITANT
V O LU M E  X X M O N D A Y , A P R IL  23, 1956 N U M B E R  17

Pa. Unions Determined 
To Back UE Strikers

By Joseph Grandy
PH ILA D ELPH IA , April 16 — 

The lockout at the South Phila­
delphia (Lester) turbine works 
of the Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation, now entering its 
seventh month, finds both sides 
bracing itself for what apparently 
is a final effort. The company is 
maneuvering for its objectives of 
a/measured day-work system, and 
as much of a wage cut as it can 
impose. Local 107, United Elec­
trical Workers (independent), is 
as determined as ever not to 
return to work with less in wages 
and conditions than it had when 
its defensive action began on Oct. 
14, 1955. These wages and con­
ditions are among the highest in 
the Westinghouse chain.

La s t week’s sectiop m em ber­
ship meeting's c learly  established 
the con tinu ing  firm ness o f the 
w ill o f the  ranks and showed 
th a t th e ir  figh ting - s p ir it  has no t 
been im paired d u rin g  the six 
m onths o f a t t r it io n a l w a rfa re .

The awareness o f organ!zed 
labor in  the P h iladelph ia  m e tro ­
po lita n  area th a t any cu t s u f­
fered by the w orkers a t  Lester 
w i l l  de fin ite ly  mean the spread 
o f the same th rou gh ou t the 
Delaware V a lley , has enveloped 
the Lester w orkers in a warm  
b lanke t o f class so lida rity .

T h is  s p ir it ,  whose h igh  p o in t 
was the h is to ric  so lid a rity  m eet­
ing a t Chester, M arch 8, where 
the support o f the en tire  A F L - 
CIO o f the area and state was 
solem nly pledged, is a m an ifesta­
tion more im p o rta n t than any­
th in g  else th a t has occurred d u r­
in g  the long m onths since October.

I t  indicates th a t the ranks o f
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organized labor in  th is  area are 
in no mood to  a llow  the cap ita lis t 
class here to  t r i f le  w ith  them  as 
to fchedr economic conditions. The 
support pledged m eant more than 
the considerable con tribu tions o f 
money —  and W estinghouse w ill 
qu ick ly  find th is  ou t i f  i t  a ttem pts 
to run scabs th rou gh  the p icke t 
lines.

POLITICAL TH IN K IN G
F u rth e r, the  im pact o f the 

s itua tion  has developed a deeper 
level o f p o lit ic a l th in k in g . A ll the 
workers are c r it ic a lly  w a tch ing  
the Dem ocratic state ad m in is tra ­
tion  rega rd ing  its  actions on the 
unem ploym ent insurance question. 
Local 107 members are especially 
aware th a t every step w on in 
th e ir  f ig h t to have the state 
recognize and pay th e ir  claim s 
to  compensation because o f a 
lockout by W estinghouse, has 
been won th rough  th rea ts  by 
“ 107”  to make i t  a public issue 
against Governor Leader’s ad­
m in is tra tio n .

The com pany a t present is 
p resen ting  in  nego tia tions a 
package which stripped down is 
p ra c tic a lly  the same wage and 
eond ition -cuting  proposal which 
i t  had made la s t October. F ore ­
men are v is it in g  w orkers in th e ir  
homes try in g  to sell them  the 
package.

Reports indicate that the fore­
men are not doing so hot. No 
basis for a back-to-work move­
ment ds visible. Jobs are to be 
had in the area, and relief sup­
port is available on a minimum 
basis. Many workers said, “ I ’ll 
take anything I can get rather 
than let Westinghouse get away 
with what they are trying to do.”

12,000 Sign to Put 
SWP on Mich. Ballot

DETROIT, April) 5 — The Socialist Workers Party 
today completed its petition campaign to secure a place 
on the Michigan ballot when it filed over 12,000 signatures 
w ith  the Secretary o f State. $------------------ *-----------------------------------
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Capetown Hit by Bus Boycott

Filing of the petitions completed 
a four-month campaign of work 
throughout, the state. The SWP 
was the first of the minority 
parties to file this year. The SWP 
has already been certified for the 
ballet in Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey.

The success of the petition 
campaign was made possible 
only by hard work, enthusiasm, 
and receptivity among the work­
ers. The election laws in Michi­
gan are designed to make it 
very difficult for minority par­
ties to appear - on the ballot. 
This year a minimum of 10,874 
signatures had to be obtained 
throughout the state, the bulk 
of them during the difficult win­
ter months.

The campaign was conducted 
entirely by workers who also 
put in a full 40 hours on their 
regular jobs each week. This 
required the petitioners to de­
vote their weekends as well as 
their evening hours to the job. 
Petitions wore collected through­
out the state, in all the major 
industria) centers and many 
smaller cities as well. Signatures 
were gathered everywhere, in 
shopping areas during the day, 
from people returning home 
from work in the evening, and 
house - to - house when stormy 
weather made petitioning out­
doors impossible.

Michigan workers gave the 
campaign an excellent response. 
In the industrial centers good 
signature getters could consist­
ently get over 40 signatures an 
hour. Such results were impos­
sible in many previous cam­
paigns when the working class

was silent under the attack of 
the witch hunters.

I f  readiness to sign a pe tition  
fo r  a m in o rity  p a rty  is a sign, 
i t  would appear m any w orkers 
are fed  up w ith  the do-noth ing 
and “ m oderate”  policies o f both 
the Democrats and Republicans. 
Thousands showed by s ign ing  
th a t they are concerned over 
c iv il r ig h ts , unem ploym ent, the 
danger o f w ar, and are discon­
tented o r uncerta in about the 
m a jo r p o lit ic a l parties. They, 
and others like  them , w il l  be 
lo ok in g  and hoping fo r  answer's 
to these problem s in  th is  yea r’s 
campaign.

The Socialist Workers Party 
has the answers and it intends 
through its 1956 election cam­
paign in Michigan to bring it to 
the attention of great numbers 
of people.

Socia list C am pa igner

Farrell Dobbs, shown above addressing a (Pontiac, Mich, 
audience over Station WCAR during his first presidential cam­
paign in 1948, has been touring through several Northern cities 
calling for aid to the Montgomery fight against Jim Crow buses 
through radio broadcasts, newspaper interviews and mass 
meetings.

Dobbs Meetings Spark 
New Aid to Montgomery

By Harry Ring
Groups of workers in Chicago, 

Detroit and Cleveland are now 
actively engaged in a drive to 
secure station wagons for the 
Montgomery Jim Crow bus pro­
test movement. The campaign to 
secure the wagons was initiated 
at public meetings addressed by 
Farrell Dobbs, presidential candi­
date of the Socialist Workers 
Party.

Get the Facts
Victor Serge’s graphic story 
of Stalin’s usurpation of power
“From Lenin to Stalin”

112 pages 50 cents

THEIR MORALS 
AND OURS 

By Leon Trotsky 
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BOOKS B Y LEON TROTSKY
On the Soviet Union and Stalinism

“Is it normal that having lived almost 40 years after October we flo not have 
either a brief or a complete Marxist-Leninist textbook on the history of the 
October Revolution and the Soviet state, which would show’, without varnish­
ing, not only the facade but the whole many-sided life of our Soviet Father- 
land?” Mikoyan, First Deputy Prime Minister, at 20th Congress of the Russian 
Communist Party.

What accounts for this self-admitted bankruptcy of the Kremlin bureaucracy? 
The answer can be found in the writings on the subjects listed by Mikoyan that the 
Stalinist bureaucrats have suppressed —  namely, the works of Leon Trotsky.
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LAYOFFS PLUS SPEEDUP 
EQUAL RECORD PROFITS

By Ben Haines
NEW.VORK, Aprl 17 — One of the gimmicks used 

by the capitalist politicians of the Democratic and Repub­
lican parties to hoodwink the American workers is that
each claim« to be the “ genuine”
p a r ty  o f peace and p rospe rity . 
W ha t they both ignore is th a t 
there are presen tly  nearly  3,000,- 
000 unemployed in the country 
who are fa r  from  prosperous. And 
ne ither o f them  challenges the 
“ r ig h t ”  o f t lie  bosses to m er­
cilessly exp lo it the  w orkers in 
the p lan ts where conditions are 
fa r  fro m  those reported in 
paradise.

One o f the industries h it  
hardest, by unem ploym ent is auto. 
A ccord ing .to the A p r i l 16 W all 
S tree t Journa l, 140,000 auto w o rk ­
ers had been la id  o f f  across the 
coun try  as o f A p r i l 7. This is fa r  
below the figures o f the M ich igan 
E m ploym ent Security Commission 
as reported in the A p r i l 7 issue 
o f Labor’s D a ily .

A no ther labo r paper, the 
M ESA, stated th a t there were 
185,000 unemployed in  M ichigan. 
O f these, 120,000 were in D e tro it, 
the m a jo rity  o f them auto w o rk ­
ers.

However we regard these con­
flic t in g  figures, the over-a ll p ic­
tu re  is c learly  one o f serious 
unem ploym ent and con tinu ing 
la yo ffs .

The facts are that, auto produc­
tion  is down a t least 20% from  
la s t year and inventories on 
unsold cars have swollen to a 
record h igh o f  900,000. T h is  sur­
p lus amounts to nearly  h a lf o f 
the 2 000,000 cars produced by a ll 
companies so fa r  th is  year.

In  addition the W a ll Street 
Journal reported on A p r il 16 th a t 
company spokesmen in  D e tro it 
are beg inn ing to “ shade down”  
th e ir  prev iously  h igh  estim ates 
on 1956 auto production.

Despite these cutbacks the auto 
barons continue to reap fa t  p ro fits  
w h ile  tens o f thousands o f w o rk ­
ers are forced to exist on meager 
unem ploym ent checks. The Sup­
plem ental Unemployment. Benefits 
Plan (G iAW ) won by the U A W  
la s t year does not. go in to  effect 
a t General M otors and Ford  u n t il 
June 1. The same plan goes in to 
e ffec t a t C h rys le r and the inde­
pendents a t a la te r date.

F o r w orkers rem a in ing on the 
job the la yo ffs  have m eant in ­
tensification o f the speedup, 
sho rte r hours and less pay. A s a 
resu lt the a ttitu d e  o f rank-and- 
file au to  w orkers tow ard  the 
bosses is fu l l  o f bitterness,

'Condition« a t the Chrysler 
Corporations Dodge M ain plaint 
in Haimitramek, M ich igan, became 
so rotten last month that the

members o f local 3 U A W  were 
forced to  ca ll a s tr ik e  vote. The 
vote fo llow ed a recommendation 
o f the local executive board which 
read as fo llow s :

“Lay off half of the men and 
then make the rest do the same 
amount of work is the way 
Chrysler wants to modernize and 
automate its plants. Dodge work­
ers are sick and tired of being 
continually hounded by bosses. 
They are sick and tired of being 
sent home on the slightest 
pretext. They are sick and tired 
of short work weeks and miser­
able welfare pay checks.”

T lie  vote was 9,376 to 408 in 
fa v o r o f s trike .

The same conditions p re va il in  
auto plante across the country. 
Last week workers a t the Buick- 
O ldsm obile-Pontioc p la n t o f Gen­
eral M otors a t Linden, N . J., who 
are members o f local 595 U A W  
voted 92% in  fa v o r o f s tr ike . The 
a ttitu d e  o f the rank-and-file  was 
th a t they should have had the
vote a long tim e ago.

In  addition to th is  g row ing
resistance to  speedup, the p ro ­
posai o f 3<)-tfor-40, as the most 
e ffec tive  answer to la yo ffs , is 
once more being ra ised in  the
unions. A t  its  M arch membership 
m eeting the S ta r B u ild in g  u n it  o f 
Food local 600 reported, “ There 
was unanimous agreem ent . . . 
th a t we m ust s ta r t  a b ig  move 
fo r  the th ir t y  h o u r week so tha t 
by June 1, 1958 we w ill a ll unite 
behind th is  demand.”  The U A W  
In te rn a tion a l agreem ent expires 
in  1958.

In  the Glass u n it  o f the same 
local the E isenhower ad m in is tra ­
tion  was attacked fo r  con tinu ing 
to  m a in ta in  its  c la im  o f pros­

p e rity  w h ile  the sho rt work weeks 
and la yo ffs  decrease the income 
o f the w orkers in  m any p lan ts .”

T h is  co rrect a ttack on the 
E isenhower adm in is tra tion  should 
be expanded bo include the Demo­
cra tic  p a rty  whose p rospe rity  
claims are ju s t as fa lse .

A  lo t o f w orkers are th in k in g  
hard these days. They have no 
confidence in the fu tu re  o f th is  
prospe rity . And i f  li fe  in the 
p lants is so unbearable w ith  the 
very f irs t  la yo ffs , w h a t w ill i t  be 
like  when mass unem ploym ent 
h its?  Such th in k in g  collides w ith  
the po litica l po licy o f the union 
o ffic ia ls  who answer a l l ques­
tions w ith  th e ir  line  o f support­
in g  “ good”  ca p ita lis t po litic ians .

W ith  about 100 sta tion  wagons 
i t  would be possible fo r  the Ne­
gro people o f M on tgom ery to 
m a in ta in  th e ir  own transp orta tio n  
system, according to  Rev. M. L. 
K ing , president o f the  M on t­
gom ery Im provem ent Association.

W ith  his energetic e ffo r ts  to 
ra l ly  support fo r  the M ontgom ery 
freedom  figh ters, Dobbs stands in 
sharp con trast to the candidates 
o f the Republican and Dem ocratic 
parties, a ll o f whom have refused 
to l i f t  a finge r to aid the  Negro 
com m unity  o f M ontgom ery in  its  
just, cause.

When Rev. K in g  was p u t on 
t r ia l  fo r  v io la tion  o f A labam a’s 
an ti-boyco tt law, Dobbs w ent to 
M ontgom ery to  re p o rt the t r ia l 
fo r  th is  paper. W h ile  in  M on t­
gom ery he u tilized  every oppor­
tu n ity  to  lend h is  support to  the 
em battled N egro  com m unity. In 
local press and rad io in terview ’s 
he unequivocally took his stand 
w ith  the Negro people aga inst 
the rac is t W h ite  C itizens Council 
th a t contro ls  M on tgom ery ’s c ity  
adm in is tra tion .

HELP FROM TH E  NORTH
W ith  the decision o f the Negro 

people o f M ontgom ery to con­
tinue  th e ir  f ig h t despite the 
outrageous ve rd ic t aga inst Rev. 
K ing , Dobbs returned N o rth  to 
ra l ly  m a te ria l and m ora l sup­
p o rt fo r  the M IA .

A t  the pub lic  m eetings o r­
ganized to hear Dobb’s firs t-hand  
re p o rt o f the . A labam a strugg le , 
he hammered away a t the fa r t  
th a t organized labor, in  its  own 
best in te res t m ust support the 
M ontgom ery movement.

In interviews with the daily 
press Dobbs sharply criticised the 
union officialdom for failing to 
give generous support to the 
protest movement. He pointed to 
the fact that the law being used 
against the M IA was originally 
adopted to break a miners’ strike 
and if it were used successfully 
against the present protest move­
ment it would become an even 
more lethal weapon against 
labor.

T h is  e ffec tive  a c tiv ity  in  sup­
p o rt o f the M IA  kicks o f f  the 
1956 election f ig h t o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty . I t  provides a 
splendid example o f the m eaning 
o f a genuine independent w o rk ing  
class po litica l campaign.

C ontrast th is  record o f modest 
b u t solid accom plishm ent w ith  
the dism al record o f those who 
w an t to keep the labor-- and N e­
gro movement chained to  the tw in  
ca p ita lis t pa rties. The top un ion 
leaders, the  o ffic ia l na tiona l lead­
ers o f the N egro  people and the 
Com m unist P a rty  a il in s is t th a t 
the w’orkers and Negro people 
m ust no t act on th e ir  own 
p o lit ic a lly  b u t m ust p in  th e ir  
hopes on “ lib e ra l”  ca p ita lis t 
po litic ians. W hat has th is  po licy 
produced fo r  the c iv il r ig h ts  
ba ttle  in M ontgom ery o r any­
where else?

The Dem ocratic and Republican 
parties w ill not take any fun da ­
m ental step aga inst the J im  Crow 
system. T h e ir re fusa l to act on 
the te r ro r  in M ississipp i, the 
Auitherine Lucy case -or the pe r­
secution o f the M ontgom ery 
movement proves th is  to  be the 
fact. And now we have the d is­
gus ting  spectacle o f th e ir  cheap 
election - tim e  maneuvers around

the. p i t i fu l  c iv il r ig h ts  proposals 
o f the ad im in istra tion in  Congress.

PR O FITS  A T  S T A K E
The Democrats and Repub­

licans use th e ir  p o lit ic a l power 
to  m a in ta in  J im  Crow because 
they represent the interests' o f  
the c a p ita lis t class wh ich p ro fits  
fro m  the  J im  Crow system. T ha t 
is w hy  fina l v ic to ry  fo r  the N e­
gro people can come on ly  when 
the p o litica l power o f w h ite  
supremacy is defeated. A nd th a t 
can be accomplished on ly  when 
the Negro people in  a lliance w ith  
the w h ite  w orkers bu ild  a  'Labor 
P a rty  th a t can e ffe c tive ly  cha l­
lenge the tw o  ca p ita lis t pa rties.

Those who advocate th a t the 
workers and the Negro people 
s tick  w ith  the old pa rties  can 
ne ithe r g ive aid to the strugg les 
o f 'today nor help to develop the 
correct po litica l understand ing 
necessary fo r  the v ic to ry  o f 
tom orrow .

A  union bureaucrat, an o ffic ia l 
o f the N-AACP, a S ta lin is t, who 
says “ vote D em ocra t”  cannot go 
a ll-o u t in- e ffec tive  support o f 
the M ontgom ery movement. To 
do so w'ould damage the Demo­
cra tic  candidates they a re  sup­
p o rting . N o r can such people 
t r u th fu l ly  exp la in  to  p o lit ic a lly  
awakening un ion is ts  and c iv il 
r ig h t«  figh te rs  the cause and cure 
fo r  the J im  Crow system. To do 
so would expose the ca p ita lis t 
po litica l game -in w h ich they are 
themselves so deeply involved.

B u t a socialist, candidate like  
Dobbs, cam paign ing on a centra l 
plank o f labo r - Negro u n ity  
against the cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  
po litica l representatives c a n  
plunge in fo  the c iv il r ig h ts  figh t 
w ith o u t any pressure to  p u ll his 
punches. He can help s trengthen 
the movement and at the same 
tim e point out the road tha t w ill 
lead to  its  v ic to ry . .

^1,000 Donated 
To Montgomery 
By Longshoremen

By Daniel Roberts
The Negro population of Cape­

town, seat of the Upton of South 
Africa’s Legislature, is conduct­
ing a mass boycott of the city 
buses. According to an April 13 
Reuters dispatch from South 
Africa, many Africans are walk­
ing to work in protest against 
racial segregation, which went 
into effect on the city-owned bus 
lines that morning. Others are 
sharing taxis or taking trains. 
Capetown has a population of 
570,000 of which only 245,000 are 
Europeans.

Picketts, among them w hite  
persons, d is tribu te d  lea fle ts  a t 
buis stops and carried  banners 
■saying “ Keep Y o u r C ity  Clean —  
A w ay W ith  Bus A p a rth e id ”  
(segregation) and “ Don’t  Give In  
To S trijd o m .”  P rim e  M in is te r 
vStrijdam has been pushing fo r  
increas ing ly  s tr in g e n t J im  Crow 
measures th roughou t S o u t h  
A fr ic a .

'Reports on the second day o f 
the  boycott say th a t m any m o to r­
ists —  in c lud in g  Europeans —  
have volunteered to- g ive  rides to 
those ta k in g  p a r t  in  the p ro te s t 
movement. P icke ting  is go ing on 
a t  15 bus stops.

The bus com pany’s segregation 
o rder covers seven routes on 
which double-deckers operate. I t  
.states th a t Negroes m ust occupy 
the  upper deck on ly , and E uro ­
peans the low er deck. A  company 
o ffic ia l said the o rder would no t 
ap p ly  to s ingle-decker buses be­
cause o f “ a d m in is tra tive  d if ­
f ic u ltie s .”

The Reuters d ispatch states “ a 
s im ila r  boycott”  to  the one jus t 
beginning, in  Capetown “ is go ing 
on in  M ontgom ery, A la .”  T h is  is 
d irec t evidence o f the in sp ira tion  
given to the South A fr ic a n  f ig h t­
ers fo r  rac ia l equa lity  by the 
splendid ly conducted bus pro test 
movement in  M ontgom ery.

The Capetown bus boyco tt also 
draws in sp ira tion  fro m  a s im ila r 
action  conducted by A frica n s  in 
Johannesburg, la rge s t c ity  in the 
Union o f Sputh A fr ic a , in  the las t 
year o f the w ar. D a ily  fo r  five 
weeks Negroes walked 15 males 
to  w o rk  and 15 m iles back be­
tween Johannesburg and N andi, 
then the la rg e s t J im  Crow loca­
tion  outside the c ity . (See John 
T haye r’s s t ir r in g  account o f th is  
•mass s trugg le  in  the  A p r i l 9 M il i ­
ta n t.)

M eanw hile, the  bus protest 
movem ent o f 50,000 Ncgroe.s in  
M ontgom ery, A la ., continues w ith ­
out le tup. N e ith e r te r ro r is t  bomb 
attacks, nor the a rre s t o f th e ir  
leaders and the conviction o f Rev. 
K in g  has been able to stop th is  
pow erfu l movement against seg­
regation. The Negroes o f M on t­
gom ery have been w a lk in g  or 
r id in g  in car pools since la s t Dec, 
5 when a ll th e ir  accumulated 
grievances took shape in  a com­
mon de term ination  to  refuse to 
ride  the buses u n til th e ir  demands 
fo r  decent trea tm e n t have been 
met. W e have received news th a t 
local unions a ll over the coun try  
are beginn ing to  send substantia l 
assistance to M ontgom ery to help 
them m a in ta in  and bu ild  th e ir  car 
pool. The Longshoremen’s U n ion 
(independent) in  San Francisco 
voted $1,000 fo r the fig h t and so 
did the Laborer's Union (A F L -  
C 10).

Hear

The Trotskyist 
Analysis

of the

End of the Stalin Cult
•  Joseph Hansen

F orm er S ecre tary to Leon T ro ts k y

•  Farrell Dobbs
S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty  Candidate fo r  P resident

•  Myra Tanner Weiss
S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  Candidate fo r  V ice-P resident

May 1, Tuesday, 8 P.M. 
Yugoslav Hall

405 West 41st Street (Near 9th Avenue)

Hear Leon Trotsky Speak
A recording of his English speech to 
the Tenth Anniversary Celebration of 
the American Trotskyist movement


