
Montgomery Freedom Fighters Appeal 
For Station Wagons to Build Car Pool
Cars Will Be Picked 
Up Anywhere In U. S.

What are the different ways in which you can help 
the magnificent bus protest movement of the Negro peo­
ple of Montgomery, Alabama?

The following answers are from Farrell Dobbs, special 
correspondent for the Militant, who just returned from 
M ontgom ery where he covered the 5-------------------------------------------------------
bus pro test tr ia l.  Dobbs, tw ice  
pres identia l candidate o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , is about 
to  to u r a num ber o f N o rthe rn  
in d u s tria l c ities where he w ill 
address m eetings called to raise 
funds to be sent to  the M on t­
gom ery Im provem ent Association.

The SWP leader, who studied 
the s itua tion  closely and talked 
to many M IA  leaders and rank 
and file members, emphasizes tha t 
m ora l support, fo-r the p ro tes t is 
not enough. A ll un ion is ts  and op­
ponents o f J im  Crow m ust pe r­
sonally take  i t  upon thomselves 
to  ge t m ate ria l aid ro llin g  toward 
M ontgom ery.

The MLA, whose e ffic ie n tly  o r­
ganized cai-pool fu rn ishes free 
da ily  transiporta tion to 50,000, is 
spending over $3,500 weekly fo r  
gas, o il, tires , repairs , tra ff ic  
fines imposed.by a vengefu l police 
force, etc. There are also heavy 
legal expenses involved in  the 
tr ia ls  and the necessary appeals. 
F in a lly , the ears o f the car pool 
are w earing  ou t th rough  constant 
use.

You can help by sending money 
and cars —  especially s ta tion  
w agoà«—  tft thè-M ontgom ery Im ­
provem ent Association, 647 C lin ­
ton St., M ontgom ery 8, A labam a.

Raise money among your 
friends, Sh’apm ates and others! 
Get you r union local, o r any o r­
gan iza tion  to which you o r a 
fr ien d  belongs, to Vote a con­
tr ib u tio n  fo r  the M IA ! I f  you 
have a car in  good run n ing  con­
d ition  th a t you are th in k in g  o f 
tra d in g  in, g ive i t  instead to the 
M IA  and go a l i t t le  fu r th e r  in to  
debt. You know you’re not going 
to ge t rich  anyhow, so he lp one 
o f the best causes in  Am erica 
in  its  hour o f need. Get the w o rk ­
ers in you r departm ent or p lan t 
to chip in and buy a sta tion 
wagon in good condition (o r a sta­
tion-wagon type car —  som ething 
w ith  la rge  seating capacity) fo r  
the heroic but footsore people of 
M ontgom ery.

Un ion locals or groups pe r­
fo rm in g  such acts o f so lid a rity  
should send delegations to M on t­
gom ery w ith  the ears fo r  
presentation ceremonies. I f  th a t 
is no t passible the M IA  w ill send 
a d rive r anywhere in  the UiS. to 
pick up a s ta tion  wagon. There 
are hundreds o f ways o f ra is ing  
money and sta tion  wagons fo r  the 
M IA  —  dances, dinners, house, 
parties, raffle 's, meetings,- etc. 
W hich are you p lann ing  an ?

W hite-Supremacist M an ifesto

Sen. W a lte r F. George (D -G a.) confers w ith  colleagues 
from  the South a fte r  he had read a m anifesto on Senate flo o r 
p ledging a “ la w fu l”  ba ttle  to upset the U.S. Supreme Court 
ru lin g  against public school segregation. The m anifesto was 
signed by 19 Southern senators and 77 representatives. In 
group above ( le f t  to  r ig h t)  are : Sen. R ichard Russell, (D -G a .); 
Sen. George; and Sen. Sam E rv in  (D -N .C .)

Kutcher Speaks to 30 
Union Locals In Detroit

James Kutcher, the legless veteran who is fighting 
to regain his job as a clerk in the Veterans Administra­
tion from which he was fired as one of the firs t victims
of the w itch  hun t, has ju s t com-®-------
plcted a successful three-week 
to u r o f the D e tro it labo r move­
ment. K u tche r a rrived  in  D e tro it 
a f te r  the W ayne County CIO 
Council, which has supported his 
case since i t  began e igh t years 
ago, voted at a general m ember­
ship m eeting to  continue its  
m ora l support and urged a f f i l i ­
ated locals to g ra n t the legless 
vete ran the flo o r a t th e ir  meet­
ings.

Since then m any D e tro it un­
ion is ts  have listened to K u tcher 
te ll about (he f ig h t to w in  back 
his pension, bis job and the r ig h t 
to  continue liv in g  in a low-cost 
federa l housing pro ject. Kutcher 
appeaved before th ir t y  union 
meetings. A t  each he wan 
greeted w ith  expressions o f sol­
id a r ity . U n ion locals passed reso­
lu tions u rg in g  tha t the Veterans 
A d m in is tra tio n  restore h im  to 
h is job  and th a t the Federal 
Housing A u th o r ity  drop the 
w itch -hu n t p r o c e d u r e  under 
w h ich K u tche r and his aged p a r­
ents are faced w ith  eviction. 
M any locals voted donations to 
the K u tche r C iv il R igh ts  Com­
m ittee, wh ich fro m  the earliest 
stages o f the case has under­
taken to raise the funds neces­
sary  fo r  the heavy lega l ex­

penscs and to acqua int the 
Am erican pub lic  w ith  the issues 
in his case. Some m eetings took 
up collections on the spot fo r  
donation to the com m ittee.

Guy Nunn, the U A W  news 
com m entator, recorded an in te r­
view  w ith  K u tche r fo r  broadcast 
on his program  w hich reaches 
U A W  and o ther w orkers as they 
drive  to the job.

In an im portan t development 
in the case o f Saul W ellm an, 
disabled veteran deprived o f his 
pension because o f his Commun­
ist P a rty  membership, the VA 
has backed down from  its  o r ig ­
inal outrageous demand that 
W ellm an repay $9,500 that he 
had received before his pension 
was stopped. I t  has also re in- 
dated the fa m ily  a llo tm ent of 
$51.18 a month to W ellm an’s 
w ife and tw o children. W ellman 
was disabled by a heart wound 
:n the B a ttle  o f the Bulge. Pub­
lic opin ion has forced the V A — 
which is supposed to protect ve t­
erans!— to backtrack a bit in its  
shameless action. I t  is  now nec­
essary tha t public protest force 
he V A — as it did in the case o f 

Kutcher, a Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  member — to  restore the 
pensions both o f W ellm an and 
Robert Thompson.

Protest Attack 
On Daily Worker

Open Letter to Eisenhower
Dear Sir:

Responsibility for the infamous “ raid” on the Daily 
Worker and headquarters of the Communist Party 
throughout the country rests squarely upon your adminis­
tration and on yourself as executive head of the governs 
ment. No honest person with a spark of intelligence will 
oe taken in by the spurious pretext that the arbitrary 
seizure was engineered for the purpose of satisfying a 
government claim of unpaid taxes. The action taken stands 
;n violent contrast to the usual procedure in delinquent 
.ax cases and can only be construed and understood as 
lolitical in intent; that is, to throttle the voice of a 

political opponent.
The timing of the foray on the Daily Worker tp 

coincide with the lunch period, the attempt to refusé 
readmittance to employes of the paper returning frorh- 
their lunch, the insistence on rapid eviction of the news­
paper staff, all testify to a calculated plan to prevent 
publication of the paper.

The totalitarian trend has already proceeded too far 
in that direction. I need only recount here the recent 
attempts made to circumscribe, lim it and curb the 
elementary right of the organized labor movement to 
participate in political affairs. The government’s indict­
ment of the United Automobile Workers Union for spon­
soring a TV series in Michigan urging the election of 
Democratic Senator McNamara is a case in point.

I f  the precedent of a Treasury Department raid on 
the Daily Worker and Conomupist Party headqpacfeersîifer. 
permitted to stand, what is there to prevent the T-men 
from swooping down on a union in the midst of a strike, 
padlocking union headquarters, impounding union funds 
and other assets, and crippling the union — all under 
the pretext of failure to pay taxes or some similar flimsy 
excuse ?

Of a piece with the methods employed by your ad­
ministration to silence political opponents is the trans­
parent technique recently used by the Democratic Senator 
from Mississippi, James O. Eastland, against a more 
formidable critic — the New York Times. Under guise 
of hunting “ subversives” in the nation’s press, Eastland’s 
Senate Committee on Internal Security launched a smear 
attack on the Times for mildly criticizing the unrecon­
structed attitude of the Jim Crow practitioners in the 
South who are defying the U.S. Supreme Court’s school 
desegregation decision.

The method is the same — the difference is in degree ! 
Because the Daily Worker is more vulnerable to attack, 
because it  speaks for a small persecuted political group 
only makes the savage blow against civil liberties more 
heinous.

As president of the United States you cannot disclaim 
responsibility for the action. I f  it  was taken without your 
knowledge or consent the very least you can do is to 
dismiss, forthwith, the person or persons responsible. 

Very Sincerely yours,
Farrell Dobbs
National Secretary and Presidentia' 
Candidate, Socialist Workers Party

Continues F ig h t Court Battle Reveals 
Turbulent Movement 
That Is Shaking South

By Farrell Dobbs
MONTGOMERY, Ala., March 22 —  This city tonight 

saw the climax of four turbulent days that shook the 
South. A vast, militant throng of Negro freedom fighters 
jammed the Holt Street Church to demonstrate their 
solidarity behind Rev. M. L. King, a leader of the 
M ontgom ery Im provem ent Asso-® ---------------------------------------------------- -—

Rev. M a rtin  Lu the r K in g  J r., convicted loader o f the M on t­
gom ery, A la . pro test movement against segregation on the 
buses, is shown w ith  his w ife  outside the courthouse in  M on t­
gom ery where he was ordered to  pay $1,000 fine and costs or 
serve 386 days, at hard labor. Im m ed ia te ly  appealing the case 
Rev. K in g  said the pro test action would be continued ‘ ‘no m a tte r 
how  many tim es they pu t me on t r ia l  and convict me.”

c ia tion  ju s t convicted in  c irc u it 
cou rt o f “ consp iring  to h inder”  
the local bus operations.

Responding' to  a thunderous 
ovatiton the  27 - year - old Negro 
pastor vowed to continue h is  lead­
in g  ro le  “ no m a tte r ¡how many 
tim es the y  conv ic t me.”  F rom  the 
th roa ts  o f the assembled tho u ­
sands weilled em otion - charged 
pledges to  hold firm  ranks in  th e ir  
p ro test re fusa l to ride the c ity ’s 
J im  Crow  buses.

The p ro te s t action, now in  its  
17th week, was described as “ 95 
percent e ffe c tive ”  in  the testim ony 
o f the bus company m anager 
d u rin g  the  fou r-d ay  t r ia l .  W hy i t  
is e ffec tive  was c le a rly  explained 
by a parade o f 34 defense w it ­
nesses who took  the stand to 
re la te  th e ir  experiences on the 
buses. M ost o f  the defense w it-

By Carol Lynn
M arch 27 — P repara tions fo r 

the 1956 pres identia l cam paign 
o f the Socialist W orkers P a rty  
moved in to  high gear last week 
as p a rty  organ izations in Penn­
sy lvan ia  and New Jersey filed 
nom ina ting  pe titions fo r  the 
p a rty ’s na tiona l and state slates. 
They designated F a rre ll Dobbs 
fo r President and M yra  Tanner 
Weiss fo r  V ice-President o f the 
U n ited States. The candidates 
have now been o ff ic ia lly  c e r t i­
fied fo r the ba llo t in  both states.

The nom ina ting  pe tition  p re­
sented in Pennsylvania was s ign­
ed by nearly  20,000 voters. To­
ge ther w ith  the slate o f p res i­
dentia l electors, it. nom inated 
H erbe rt Lew in  fo r  U.S. Senator. 
Lew in, a W eslinghouse s tr ik e r 
and w ell-know n in the P h ilade l­
phia area fo r  his union ac tiv ities , 
is a veteran socia lis t cam paign­
er. Because o f provis ions in  the

sta te ’s election law , the Social­
is t W orkers  P a rty  w i l l  appear 
as the M il ita n t  W orkers  P a rty  
in Pennsylvania.

The New Jersey nom ina ting  
pe tition  was signed by 1,200 
voters. I t  designated presiden­
t ia l electors and also nom inated 
Daniel Roberts fo r  Congress 
fro m  the 12th D is tr ic t. Roberts 
is N ew ark chairm an o f the SWP.

DOBBS IN  M O N TG O M ER Y
M eanwhile, F a rre ll Dobbs, the 

SWP N a tiona l Com m ittee’s pres­
iden tia l nominee, covered the 
tr ia l o f the bus segregation p ro ­
test leaders in M ontgom ery, A la . 
There he was in te rv iew ed by the 
A dve rtise r, the c ity ’s leading 
da ily  and appeared on tw o rad io 
program s g iv in g  v igorous sup­
p o rt to the freedom fig h t being 
waged by M on tgom ery ’s 50,000 
Negroes. Dobbs is now launching 
a to u r o f N o rth e rn  in du s tria l 
c ities to  cam paign fo r  support to 
th e ir  figh t.

On M arch 14, M yra  Tanner 
Weiss, the SWP N a tion a l Com­
m ittee ’s v ice -pres identia l nom ­

inee, made her f irs t public ad­
dress o f the 1956 cam paign at 
H a rva rd  U n iv e rs ity  under aus­
pices o f the Social Dem ocratic 
Forum . O ver 175 students heard 
M rs. Weiss speak on the re la ­
tion  o f M a rx is t ph ilosophy to 
the p o lit ic a l problem s o f the 
w orld  today.

A t  a m eeting o f a campaign 
s ta f f  made up o f vo lun teer 
w orkers, N a t i o n a l  Campaign 
Chairm an A r th u r  Sharon stated: 
“ P u ttin g  the SW P on the ba llo t 
and b rin g in g  its  p rogram  before 
the w o rk ing  people is the most 
e ffec tive  w ay we have to p ro ­
mote the s trugg le  fo r  c iv il r ig h ts . 
O ur spokesmen w i l l  u tiliz e  the 
public p la tfo rm  to expose the 
sham eful record o f both Repub­
lican and Dem ocratic P a rty .”

He appealed to  class conscious 
w orkers fed up w ith  the two 
cap ita lis t pa rties to cam paign fo r 
the SW P and support its  ticke t 
financ ia lly . “ E very  do lla r sent in 
w ill be converted in to  m ore cam ­
paign a c tiv ity ,”  Sharon said. 
“ W e have the program . W e have 
the w ill.  N o th in g  can stop us.”

Foster’s Phony Balance Sheet on Stalin
By Tom Kerry

W illia m  Z. Foster, head of the 
A m erican Com m unist P a rty , has 
called upon CP members and 
supporters to  curb th e ir  im p a ­
tience fo r  an exp lanation o f the 
20th Congress assault on the 
“ S ta lin  cu lt.”  W a it, says Foster 
— touted on his recent 75th b ir th ­
day as an ou ts tand ing M arx is t 
theoretic ian, h is to rian  and sci­
en tis t —  u n til Moscow completes 
its  re-cva lua tion o f the S ta lin  era 
and then we’l l  have a ll the an­
swers.

B u t the bc-pa ticn t-and -w a it 
line is n o t m eeting w ith  much 
favor. A le tte r  by a reader o f 
the D a ily  W o rke r published in 
the M arch 23 issue, complains 
th a t F oster “ seems to be sug­
gesting tha t Am erican M arx is ts  
should not themselves a tte m p t to 
re-evaluation the S ta lm  era but 
should leave th is  to the Rus­
sians.”  The w r ite r  o f the le tte r  
protests aga inst the practice of 
accepting “ au tom a tica lly  and un­
c r it ic a lly  the views o f Soviet 
leaders— who are, a fte r  a ll,”  he 
adds, “ no t w ith o u t resp on s ib ility

fo r  S ta lin ’s e rro rs .”  And, the le t­
te r concludes, “ I t  seems a ll too 
c lear th a t there has been a good 
deal too much a t ‘ leav ing  i t  to 
the Russians’ a lready.”

T H E  D IL E M M A
The leaders o f the A m erican 

CP are caught on the horns o f a 
dilem m a. Since the 20th Con­
gress opened fire  on the "S ta lin  
c u lt”  i t  has made f ro n t  page 
copy fo r  newspapers th roughou t 
the country. M otiva ted by in te r­
nal necessity the bureaucrats in 
the K re m lin  arc proceeding cau­
tiou s ly . The tempo and scope o f 
th e ir  a n ti-S ta lin  cam paign is de­
term ined by the response o f the 
Soviet masses and the degree of 
pressure exerted upon the K rem ­
lin  by the m ounting  discontent 
o f the Soviet w orkers and peas­
ants.

Thus, the na ture  and extent o f 
S ta lin ’s crim es arc pe rm itted  to 
tr ic k le  th rough  on ly  in  piece­
meal fash ion. The cap ita lis t press 
pounces g le e fu lly  upon each suc­
ceeding reve la tion  to servo its  
own reactionary aims. W h ile  the 
leaders o f the Am erican CP 
would p re fe r to w a it u n t il a ll 
the “ fa c ts ”  were in , they cannot 
and they dare not. T h e ir own 
ranks, fed fo r  years on the m y th

o f S ta lin ’s in fa l l ib i l i ty ,  c lam or 
fo r  an exp lanation. Unless an 
acceptable exp lanation is fo r th ­
com ing F oste r’s vaunted “ M a rx ­
is t science”  would be exposed 
fo r  w hat i t  is : a readiness to 
accept “ au tom atica lly  and un­
c r it ic a lly ”  the views o f those 
who shared respons ib ility  fo r  
S ta lin ’s crimes.

Foster, o f course, has an ex­
planation . W ith  s lig h t va ria tions 
and am plifica tions i t  is repeated 
by his cohorts. The composite 
can be summarized as fo llow s: 
the cap ita lis t encirclem ent o f 
the Soviet Union, the threa t o f 
im p eria lis t a ttack, the b itte r  war 
fo r  su rv iva l against H itle rism , 
etc., ju s tified  the im position  of 
s tr ing en t “ security  measures,”  
but S ta lin  went too fa r. On the 
other hand, to  S ta lin 's  credit, 
they assert, is his leadership in 
the w ar against H itle r , the in ­
dus tria liza tio n  o f the Soviet U n­
ion, its  g row th  and expansion, 
the bu ild ing  o f socialism , etc., 
etc.

The method consists o f d ra w ­
ing  a balance o f e rro rs  and 
achievements. By com paring the 
plus signs on one side o f the 
ledger w ith  the m inus signs on 
the other, you get, in  the words 
o f Foster, a "m ore balanced pic­

tu re  o f the role o f S ta lin .”  W hile  
th is  m ay be accepted procedure 
fo r  the bookkeeping o f a p e tty  
shopkeeper i t  can ha rd ly  be d ig ­
nified by the name o f M arx ism . 
For w ith  each reve la tion from  
the K rem lin  the signs become 
scrambled, w ith  m inus rep lacing 
plus, w ith  s ta r t lin g  ra p id ity .

"M IL IT A R Y  G E N IU S ”
F o r example, the legend of 

S ta lin ’s m il ita ry  genius and 
leadership in  the w a r against 
H itle r is m . In  F os te r’s balance 
sheet, th is  m yth  appeared as a 
plus sign, on the very day th a t 
the w orld  press disclosed th a t 
Khrushchev in  a secret report 
to the 20th Congress flayed  
S ta lin ’s 1937 fram e-up purge o f 
the Red A rm y  General S ta ff 
headed by M arsha ll M ik h a il N. 
Tukhachevsky. This crim e be­
headed the Red A rm y  on the eve 
o f the w a r and emboldened Ger­
man im peria lism  in its  p repara­
tion  fo r  a ttack upon the Soviet 
Union.

Subsequently, W a lte r U lb rich t, 
head o f the East German CP, 
lashed S ta lin  fo r  his fa ilu re  “ to 
prepare the cou n try  fo r  w a r in 
the necessary m a n n e r ,  even 
though the aggression o f H it le r  
Germany was forseeable.”  A l­

though in fo rm ed in  advance o f 
H it le r ’s im pending a tta ck  S ta lin  
refused to  believe. When the 
blow fe ll i t  caugh t the Soviet 
people by surprise. The Red 
A rm y  reeled back w ith  f r ig h t fu l 
losses. A la rge p a rt o f the coun­
t r y  was occupied and devastated. 
La test figures estim ate Soviet 
casualties a t fo r ty  m illio n . O nly 
the m ost heroic resistance o f the 
Russian w orkers and peasants 
averted the destruction o f the 
Soviet s ta te  and guaranteed the 
v ic to ry .

Since the pub lica tion  o f his 
balance sheet, Foster has re ­
mained s ilen t. Those members 
and supporters o f the Commun­
is t P a rty  who are seriously 
searching fo r an exp lanation o f 
the events now tra n s p ir in g  in 
the Soviet Union w ill derive l i t ­
tle  sa tis fac tion  from  the ra t io n ­
a lizations o f th e ir leaders. W hat 
is required is a thorough-go ing 
po litica l analysis o f (he o rig in , 
na tu re  and development o f S ta l­
in ism  and the S ta lin  c u lt from  
the very beginning. Such a M a rx ­
is t exp lanation can be found 
on ly in  the w r it in g s  o f Leon 
T ro tsky  and his disciples whose 
analysis has m et the acid test 
o f M a rx is t science —  the test o f 
h is to rica l confirm ation.

nesses and Nogre spectators w ore  
sm all w h ite  paper crosses bearing 
the words, “ F a the r fmigrive them .”

The witnesses poured o u t the  
grievances and demands fro m  the  
J im  C row  w a it in g  room  o f the 
South and to ld  the  w o rld  the y  
don’t  w a n t to w a it  any longer fo r  
jus tice  and equa lity . Wave a fte r  
wave o f s o lid a rity  w ith  the w i t ­
nesses surged fo u rth  fro m  am ong 
the spectators pa ck ing  th e  c o u rt­
room.

“ Even though you fee l th a t  
w ay,”  the  judge to ld  them , “ you 
w ill have to be qu ie t in  the cou rt­
room.”  Y e t they  couldn’t  w h o lly  
repress themselves. O utbursts o f 
assent, expressions o f in d ig na ­
tion , flashes o f ¡humor kep t break­
ing- th rough . As the M on tgom ery 
A dve rtise r described i t ,  “ The 
atmosphere is  unique in  a unique 
case in vo lv in g  a unique s e t' o f 
charges.”

I  have seen no th ing  lik e  the 
rank and f i le  o irtpeuem g ~o£~ 
grievances here since m y days in  
the ris in g  union movement o f the  
T h irt ie s . Now as then, a deep w e ll 
o f resentm ent has been tapped. A  
bu rn ing  desire to seek redress has 
arisen. A g row ing  de te rm ina tion  
to get action has taken hold.

One wom an begian to  te ll he r 
s to ry  before the  la w ye rs  could 
ask her any questions. A no the r, 
when asked i f  she had had any 
unpleasant experiences on the 
transp o rta tio n  system, began her 
answer, “ In  1919 . . .”  The judge 
ru led tes tim ony could go back no 
more than ten years.

I r r ita te d  by objections fro m  the 
prosecutor, a w itness tu rned to  
him  and said, “ I ’l l  te ll you how I  
feel i f  you ’l l  ju s t le t  me ta lk .”  A  
typ ica l b it  o f  tes tim ony w en t like  
th is :

Q. How long have you lived in  
M ontgom ery ?

A. I ’ve lived here since I ’m  
la rge enough to know m yse lf.

Q. Have you had any ex- 
(Continued on page 2)

More Attacks 
On Stalin Cult 
In the USSR

By Daniel Roberts
The cam paign against the 

S ta lin  cu lt is being stepp.ed up 
th roughou t the Soviet U nion. Re­
ports o f the 20th Congress o f 
the Com m unist P a rty  las t m onth 
where the c u lt was denounced 
are being made a t m eetings o f 
fa c to ry  workers, co llective fa rm s, 
Young Com m unist League un its , 
etc. Top K rem lin  o ffic ia ls  such 
as M ikoyan and P ervukhin ad­
dressed m eetings a t huge p lan ts  
in Moscow attended by 50,000 
w orkers each. Such a personal 
appearance at fac to ries  by top  
p a rty  leaders is a ra re  event.

These a ttacks on S ta lin  as a 
personal d ic ta to r made at. public 
sessions o f the 20t.h Congress 
are being reported th roughou t 
the Soviet U n ion. To these are 
added the contents o f a speech 
made by Khrushchev a t a secret 
session o f the Congress. A ccord­
in g  to versions in the N .Y . T im es 
and N .Y . H era ld  T ribune , i t  
made the public a ttacks look lik e  
“ m ilk  and w a te r.”

Khrushchev denounced S ta lin  
fo r  the fo llo w in g  crim es:

(1) W holesale s la ug h te r o f 
C om m unist p a r ty  members, in ­
c lud ing  a charge th a t fo llo w in g  
one CPSU Congress, S ta lin  l iq ­
uidated th ree -fou rths  o f the dele­
gates because they c ritic ized  h im .

(C ontinued on page 3)

SWP Placed on Ballot 
For '56 in N.J. and Pa.
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W hy Stevenson 
Lost in Minnesota
----------------- By George Lavan -----------------

The smashing victory of Senator Estes Kefauver in 
the Minnesota presidential primary has brought dismay 
to leaders of both the Republican and Democratic parties.

The top sum m it o f the Repub- : 
■Kean P a rty  learned fro m  the 
M innesota vote th a t E isenhower’s 
m uch-touted personal p o p u la r ity  
was in s u ffic ie n t to  stem  -a mass 
m ovem ent o f sm all fa rm ers, in ­
fu r ia te d  by th e ir  economic p lig h t, 
fi-om  the Republican to the Demo­
c ra tic  column. Such a s h ift 
th rou gh ou t the fa rm  b e lt could 
cost the e lection in  November.

D EM O C R ATS U N H A P P Y  TOO
Y e t th is  prospect, w h ich no r­

m a lly  should cause ju b ila tio n  in 
the Dem ocratic h ig h  command, is 
com plete ly overshadowed b y  the 
fa c t  th a t the  M innesota p r im a ry  
dem onstrated th a t its  m ost lik e ly  
candidate, A  d ia l Stevenson, the 
one who can best hold together the 
unholy, a lliance o f Southern w h ite  
suprem acists, b ig  c ity  machines 
and labor, has l i t t le  real popu la r­
i t y  w ith  the mass o f the people. 
K e fauve r has dealt Stevenson a 
s tun n in g  b low  th a t m ay k i l l  his 
chances fo r  the nom ination.

Wlhy should fa rm e rs  be in such 
a fu r y  over economic conditions ? 
Is n ’t  the re  a boom on? A re n ’t  
food prices s t i l l  h igh ?  The fac t 
i's th a t fa n n e rs  —  and p a rtic u ­
la r ly  sm all fa rm ers  —  have been 
undergo ing fo r  some years now a 
depression in  the m id s t o f w hat 
is advertised by thé  E isenhower 
A d m in is tra tio n  as the  cou n try ’s 
g rea test p ro spe rity . F arm  fa m ­
il ie s ’ average income fro m  a ll 
sources (some members o f fam ­
ilie s  w o rk  fu ll o r p a rt tim e in 
in d u s try ) lias dropped over 20% 
since 1947. Food prices rem ain 
h igh  despite the drop in  faw n 
prices b u t th is  is beeawse the 
food processing companies mo­
n o po lis tica lly  keep up the prices 
to consumers and pocket the 
g re a te r p ro fit  spread.

F a rm e r d issa tis fac tion  w ith  the 
decline o f th e ir  income du ring  the 
Republican reg im e im pelled the 
sw itch  to  the Democrats. That 
m ost who crossed over, as w e ll as 
those who re g u la r ly  support the 
Dem ocrats, voted fo r  K efauver 
ra th e r than Stevenson is exp la in ­
ed by K e fauve r’s b igger promises. 
H is  m ain p lank was 100% p a rity  
fo r  fa rm ers  whose income was 
less than §7000 a year. T ha t in ­
cludes a ll the sm all and a section 
o f the  m iddle fa rm ers. He also 
denounced W a ll S treet,

The popu la r repud ia tion  o f 
Stevenson was n o t lim ite d  to 
fa rm ers. Despite the backing of 
the lib e ra l Senator H um phrey, the 
Dem ocratic - F a n n e r - Labo r ma­
chine and the labo r bureaucracy, 
the  an ti - iSJteven son trend  was 
sitrong in the b ig  cities. K efauver 
carried the w ork ing-c lass d is tr ic ts  
o f St. Paul and in M inneapolis 
tra ile d  Stevenson on ly  by s lim  
m arg ins.

JU S T  P L A IN  D O U B L E -T A L K
The vote is overw helm ing proof 

th a t  as o f now the  w orkers  are 
un inspired by Stevenson’s pro-

gram  o f s tra d d lin g  every issue in 
the name o f “m odera tion .”  M ore­
over, p ro -c iv il r ig h ts  sections o f 
the labo r ranks and the Negr-o 
people, a lm ost so lid ly , are d is­
gusted by 'his se llo u t to the 
Southern w h ite  supremacists. 
N ewspaper reports  a ttr ib u t in g  
M innesota fa rm e rs ’ and ■workers' 
lack o f apprecia tion fo r  S teven­
son’s “ b r illia n c e  and w it ”  tio the.ii' 
uncouthneas is a sourgrapes 
version o f the  fa c t th a t the w o rk ­
ers can recognize doub le-ta lk  
when they hear i t .

K e fauver’s good fo rtun e  was 
that he chanced to be used by 
M innesota fa rm ers, workers and 
N egro  people as a vehicle fo r  
discontent w ith  the economic 
s itua tion , the cow ard ly  “ m odera­
tio n ”  program  o f the Dem ocratic 
leadership and m achine - po litics  
m an ipu la tion  'by  d iscred ited lib ­
erals like  Senator H um phrey.

Despite 'K efauver’s apparent 
p o p u la r ity , p o lit ic a l observers 
a lm ost unan im ously g ive  him  
liitltle chance o f w in n in g  the 
Dem ocratic nom ination . T h is  is  
because p rim a rie s  are “ eyewash”  
as T rum an explained some years 
aigo. The rea l .powers co n tro llin g  
the tw o  pa rties  and th e ir  con­
ventions are n o t the  voters btylt 
the agents and a llies o f B ig  B us i­
ness. None o f these president- 
m akers are fo r  K e fauver. The 
Southern Dem ocratic leader's con­
sider the Teimesse Senator a 
tu rncoa t fo r  the  lim ite d  exten t he 
lias gone on the c iv il r ig h ts  issue. 
K e fauve r’s m ild  acceptance o f the 
Supreme C ourt decision, resu lts 
from  the fa c t tha t, unable to  rise 
qu ick ly  in  the Southern machine, 
he made a demagogic b id  fo r  
N orthe rn  labo r and Negro sup­
port. Y e t even th is  weak stand 
looks good compared to  Steven­
son’s pro-Southern position.

The N o rthe rn  b ig  c ity  machines 
have nourished a hatred o f Ke­
fauver ever since he made a na­
tion®! repu ta tion  fo r  h im se lf at 
th e ir  expense by h is  televised 
probe o f  crim e and corruption .

K e fa uve r w i l l  in  any case bu ild  
up a force fo r  h im se lf a t the 
convention. W hile  i t  m ay no t be 
able to nom inate h im , he w ill be 
able to  trade  i t  o f f  in  some deal 
assuring h im  o f p ro fitab le  resu lts 
fo r  a ll his handshaking and baby- 
ki'ssing.

Unable to  g ive an o rgan iza­
tiona l fo rm  to th e ir economic and 
po litica l discontent because the 
once independent Farm er-Labor 
P a rty  o f M innesota was betrayed 
in  I9.'!9 when its  leaders hitched 
i t  to the Dem ocratic garbage 
wagon, M innesota voters are now 
lim ited  to  a protest vote fo r  K e ­
fauver. A n independent p a rty  of 
workers, fa rm ers  and m in o rity  
peoples, not on ly in  M innesota but 
na tiona lly , is the on ly  answer to 
the question o f how to do some­
th in g  e ffec tive  about the s itu a ­
tion .

A n  im p o rta n t sign o f the tim es 
is the le tte r  ju s t received fro m  
D ick C la rk  who w rite s : “ We

need more M i l i t ­
ants here in  St. 
L o u i s ,  e v e n  
though we o rder­
ed an increase 
on ly  , tw o weeks 
ago. So please 
increase our bun­
dle again.”

John Tabor re ­
po rts  enthusias­
t ic a lly  fro m  New 
Y o rk : “ R ig h t a f ­

te r  the M ontgom ery rac is ts  ru led 
Rev. M a rtin  L u th e r K in g  g u ilty , 
he came up to B rook lyn  to  speak 
to  a m eeting  o f about 3,000 peo­
ple. W e sold nearly  800 M ilita n ts  
— th a t is, to one ou t o f a lm ost 
every three a ttend ing  the meet­
ing . O f the 26 people ta k in g  p a rt 
in  the sale, the h igh scorers were 
P r is c illa  F riend  who sold 173 
papers, A nn  M ann w ith  a sale 
o f 98, and John Adams who sold 
60. Bob Devon and Tom Welch 
were tied  w ith  42 M ilita n ts  each. 
The response to  ou r salespeople 
and to  the M il ita n t  was a w arm  
and fr ie n d ly  one, especially as 
th is  issue has the b ig  headline 
on the M ontgom ery f ig h t being 
unshaken, over F a rre ll Dobbs 
eye-witness account o f the tr ia l.  
G rey’s cartoon g o t some good 
comments, lik e : “ Look how
easily  th is  p o w e rfu l g ia n t is 
b reak ing  th rou gh  to  freedom  
fro m  his bonds.”

A bout 400 copies were d is tr ib ­
uted to a m eeting o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  on the 20th Con­
gress w ith  th is  same issue which 
carries James P. Cannon’s speech 
on the death o f the S ta lin  cu lt. 
A bo u t 100 copies o f a previous 
issue was d is tribu te d  to  another 
m eeting on the Soviet Congress 
he ld in  the  Je ffe rson School. Aft 
an  e a rlie r p ro tes t m eeting in  
B ro o k lyn  a couple o f weeks ago

we sold 325 papers. The stars at 
th a t sale were N ate  Weiss, 70 
sold, How ard Barlow , 68, and 
E la ine Newby who sold 60— her 
f irs t  sales experience.”

Both San Francisco and Seattle 
re p o rt excellent sales w ith  the 
issues covering the M ontgom ery 
boycott, and the T w in  C ities re ­
ports  v ia  W in ifre d  N e lson: “ A  
to ta l o f  76 papers and 40 Deseg­
rega tion  p a m p h l e t s  a t the 
N A A C P  m eeting, to trade un ion­
is ts  and in  neighborhood w ork. 
These sales were carried  ou t by 
tw e lve  salespeople.”

John C ollins w rite s  fro m  De­
t r o it :  “ E ig h t M il ita n t  salesmen 
sold 130 copies o f the M arch 12 
issue a t fo u r  m eeting places. 
Special m ention should be made 
o f the fa c t th a t Ed H am ilton , 
D o tty  Lessing and Bob Ford  
sold 47 copies o f th is  issue a t 
the I^ord Local 600 F ram e & 
Cold Header U n it  m eeting held 
M arch 17. T h is  m eeting was a t­
tended by 200 union members 
and heard Rosa Parks o f M on t­
gom ery, A la ., speak. They took 
up a collection o f $600 fo r  the 
M ontgom ery p ro tes t movement. 
On M arch 18 six  o f us sold 66 
M ilita n ts  a t two la rge  churches 
on the w est side.”

F rom  Chicago: “ In  the past 
m onth  488 M ilita n ts  and 177 
p a m p h l e t s  on Desegregation 
were sold by 18 people. The b ig ­
gest s ing le  sale was 108 papers 
by John and Judy W ayne a t an 
E l s ta tion. W e had a ve ry  fr ie n d ­
ly  reception on the corner o f a 
busy shopping d is tr ic t  where 
John and Judy  sold 62 papers. 
Kent D arrow , Ed Larsen and 
John T rav is  sold 52 papers to  a 
m eeting fe a tu r in g  D r. H oward, 
and 45 were sold a t the Pack­
inghouse union mass m eeting fo r  
D r. How ard by s ix  sales people. 
Here we sold 50 o f the Desegre­
ga tion  pam phlets.”

...Four Days That Shook the South
(C ontinued fro m  page 1)

periences where you have been 
m istreated ?

A . A ill I  know about is  being 
m istreated.

‘Evidence p iled  up showing tha t 
many Negroes had begun the ir ' 
own m divi'dual p ro tests  long be­
fo re  the mass p ro test action go t 
under way. A n  e lderly  woman qu it 
r id in g  the buses in  1945 a f te r  she 
was p u t o f f  fo r  refusing ' to  stoop 
down and p ick  up a penny fro m  
the flo o r. A  g ir l  Of 26 quilt r id in g  
six years ago when she said, her 
husband was shot by  the police 
over an a lte rca tion  on a bus. A 
man said he q u it r id in g  the buses 
“because the y  have no th ing  I  
want.”

I t  was b ro ug h t out th a t  tw o 
Other women had been arrested 
fo r  re fus ing  to  g ive up th e ir  seats 
p r io r  to  the a rre s t o f M rs. Rosa 
Parks on the  same charge. H er 
a rre s t 'had prec ip ita ted  the mass 
protest.

How the N egro people o f M on t­
gom ery reached the bo iling  point 
was put p la in ly  and s im p ly  by one 
w itness. “ I  was ordered to get 
up and g ive m y seat to  a w h ite  
man,”  she said. “ I  got o f f  and 
walked. The fa r th e r  I  walked the 
madder I  got. So I  ju s t kep t on 
w a lk ing .”

Oase a fte r  ease was cited where 
buses refused to stop fo r  Negroes 
to  ge t on, o r carried them  past

Foul Abuse
Deep resentm ent was expressed 

because fu ll-g ro w n  persons are 
called “ boy”  o r “ g ir l , ”  never 
“ M iister”  o r “ M iss.”  Resentment 
g rew  to  b it te r  anger when they 
voiced th e ir  fee lings about being 
called “ n ig g e r”  o r “ shine”  or 
“ ■black ape”  o r “ M ack cow.”

A  woman testified  th a t her 
b lind  husband, a disabled ve te ran , 
had the door slammed on h is  foo t, 
in ju r in g  h im , w h ile  a lig h tin g  fro m  
a bus. A  man to ld  a s to ry  o f 
hu m ilia tio n , anguish and s u ffe r­
in g  in vo lv in g  h is  p regnant w ife . 
She was near her tim e and they 
were on th e ir  w ay to the doctor 
to seek re lie f  fro m  the consider­
able pa in  she was hav ing  be­
cause o f some unuspal condition. 
The w ife  was ordered to gave up 
her seat to a w h ite  passenger. 
“ She looked to  me, her husband, 
fo r  p ro tection ,”  he said, “ but 
there was no th ing  I  could do.”

A  w itness to ld  o f hearing a 
m other ordered to hush her c ry in g  
baby or she would be pu t o f f  the 
bus. Repeated cases were cited 
where m others w ith  babes in  th e ir  
arm s had to s tand  over em pty 
seats reserved fo r  whites. In  one

the po in t where they s ignalled 
to ge t o ff ,  sometimes so fa r  
beyond the y  had to take another 
bus hack and pay an extra  fare. 
Some to ld  o f be ing refused 
transfe rs . A  woman said she Was 
made to stand by the fa re  box 
a ll the w ay downtown, w a it in g  fo r  
her change. A  man to ld  o f being 
p u t o f f  the bus fo r  not hav ing  the 
r ig h t  change.

A  woman testified th a t she was 
passed up by fo u r  buses. W hen 
the f i f th  bus f in a lly  picked her, 
up she sa t in the  nex t to la s t seat 
bu t was nevertheless ordered bo 
y ie ld  her place to  a w h ite  
passenger. A no the r w itness to ld 
o f seeing a tired , e lde rly  w o rk in g  
woman made to  stand beside an 
em pty seat reserved fo r  w h ites,, 
She said she had never in  her life  
seen a bus fu l l  o f w h ite  people 
w ith  some standing w h ile  there 
were em pty seats in  the  Negro 
section.

Num erous instances were re ­
lated where Negroes g e ttin g  
aboard buses a t  the  f ro n t  door 
were to ld  when they started  down 
the aisle tow a rd  the  J im  Crow 
section, “ G et ou t and go to the 
back door.”  I t  was said' th a t the 
bus o ften  pu lled  ou t a fte r  they 
had pa id th e ir  fa re  b u t before 
they could reach the rea r door. 
In  p ro te s ting  such abuses they 
pointed ou t th a t “ money doesn’t  
know  w h ite  fro m  colored.”

instance, i t  was said, a woman 
standing w ith  a ch ild  in  her arnis 
was th row n  down when the bus 
suddenly lurched.

A lm o s t any selection o f ques­
tions and answers on cross-ex­
am ina tion  w i l l  show how a ttem pts 
to en trap  witnesses in to  ad­
m issions o f “ conspiracy”  tended 
to back-fire. Here is a composite 
example taken fro m  the te s ti­
mony :

Q. W hy did  you q u it ridfing 
the buses?

A . When an y th in g  happened 
to others I  fe l t  i t  also happened 
to me.

Q. When did you q u it r id in g  
the bases ?

A . W e q u it r id in g  Dec. 5 be­
cause Rosa P arks was tr ie d  in  
court.

Q. Who is  “ w e ? ”
A . The 50,000 Negroes o f 

M ontgom ery.
Q. W hat did Rev. K in g  say a t 

the mass m eetings you attended?
A . L e t us pray.
Q. W h a t did he say th a t you 

should do?
A. F ig h t fo r  th in gs  th a t as^ 

r ig h t.

Try Being Colored
The fee ling  among the Negro 

people o f the c ity  seemed to have 
been p re tty  w e ll summed up to a 
group o f reporte rs  by M r. E. D. 
N ixon, a prom inen t ra ilw a y  union 
o ffic ia l and a cen tra l leader o f the 
bus pro test movement.

“ W h ite  people te ll us not to get 
so w rought up,”  he said. “ I  say 
to them : Put some shoe polish on 
your face and hands, go out onto 
the streets o f M ontgom ery fo r an 
hour, and then come back and te ll 
us not to  get w rough t up.”

A s  the fina l w itness fo r  the 
defense, Rev. K in g  summarized 
the demands o f the pro test move­
ment. They are, he said: courteous 
trea tm en t on the buses; seating 
on a f irs t  come, f irs t  served basis 
w ith  no reserved seats; and the 
em ploym ent o f Negro d rive rs  on 
lines run n ing  in to  p redom inantly  
Negro neighborhoods. W hen asked 
who fo rm u la ted  these demands, 
he rep lied, “ F o u r thousand people 
in a m eeting a t the Hope S tree t 
B a p tis t Church.”

The prosecutor conceded in  has 
fina l a rgum ent th a t “ m is trea t­
m ent had probably occurred”  bu t

* :

i
he contended th a t the issue 'be­
fo re  the cou rt was the charge o f 
v io la tin g  the anti-boyco t t  law , o f 
“ consp iring  to h inder a la w fu l 
business.”  He alleged th a t a 
“ Little group o f 15 o r 16 men”  
who were “ seeking power w ith in  
th e ir  own race . . . saw a ebanpe 
to get i t . ”

He cha iged th a t “ hys te ria  had 
been b u ilt  a t  mass m eeting«;”  
th a t the M ontgom ery Im prove­
m ent Association had “ spent over 
$30,000 to  do no th ing  bolt keep 
a boycott g o in g ;”  th a t a “ ca r pool 
had been form ed to provide free 
tra n sp o rta tio n ;”  and th a t these 
acts were aimed a t the bus com­
pany against w h ich  there was “ no 
evidence o f doing business in  an 
un la w fu l! m anner.”

Counsel fo r  the defense rep lied 
th a t the state had fa ile d  to  prove 
any v io la tio n  o f the law  and th a t 
no c rim in a l conspiracy had been 
shown. The state, they contended, 
had proved on ly th a t many people 
have stayed o f f  the buses. I t  had 
been proven by the defense, they 
said, th a t people had done so be­
cause the y  were tire d  o f being 
m is tre a te d

Three Out of 50,000
To the state’s claim that N e­

groes had been intimidated out of 
riding buses, the defense answered 
that in the whole city of M ont­
gomery only three people had 
been found to testify in support 
of the charge. O f these, it  was 
pointed out, the testimony of one 
person was ordered thrown out 
by the judge. In  the case of the 
remaining two people, one had 
been shown to be a courthouse 
employe and the other a maid in 
the service of Mayor Gayle’s 
mother-in-law. The mayor had 
testifed during the tria l that he 
joined the W hite Citizens Council, 
an anti-Negro and pro-segrega­
tion organization, last January.

No one person dbaxted the 
protest movement, the defense

held. The movement, i t  was said, 
began w ith  a mass m eeting  a fte r  
Mrs. P arks ’ arrest where demands 
concerning the bus s itua tion  were 
draw n up and Rev. K in g  elected 
spokesman fo r  the movement. 
W ith  the homes o f Rev. K in g  and 
M r. N ixo n  bombed, defense 
counsel said, i t  had been proven 
by the evidence th a t the protest 
leaders “ ca lled fo r  non-violence,”  
te ll in g  people to “ seek fa ir  t re a t­
m ent”  and to  “ le t th e ir  conscience 
be th e ir  gu ide.”

The defense charged th a t the 
arrests and the  t r ia l v io la ted th e ir  
cons titu tiona l r ig h t  to equal 
p ro tection  before the law , denied 
them  freedom  o f speech and 
assembly, and stripped them  o f 
th e ir  r ig h t  to pe titio n  fo r  redress 
o f th e ir  grievances.

Resolved to Continue
Im m ed ia te ly  upon the close o f 

the sum m ary argum ents by the 
lawyer®, Judge Eugene G arter 
pronounced Rev. K in g  g u ilty . The 
state had elected to t r y  h im  f irs t 
when the defense invoked its  
legal r ig h t  to  demand a separate 
t r ia l fo r  each o f the 90 defend­
ants. The rem a in ing  89 cases have 
been continued pending an appeal 
in  Rev. K in g ’s oase which w ill 
most lik e ly  go a ll the w ay to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

S ta tin g  th a t Rev. K in g  “ d id  t r y  
to  keep down violence,”  the judge 
did no t invoke the m axim um  
pena lty  o f s ix  m onths im p rison ­
m ent and $3,000 fine. Instead he 
imposed a fine o f $500 o r 140 days 
at hard labor, p lus cou rt costs. 
Rev. K in g  was released on $1,000 
bond.

New financia l burdens are now 
imposed upon the bus protest 
tndvement in  c a rry in g  to  the 
h igher courts the lega l ba ttle

against the a n ti - boycott law  
which is ju s t as deadly a weapon 
against the union movement as 
against the N egro people.

Funds are needed fo r  a separate 
legal action begun in  the Federal 
Courts a ttack ing  the  A labam a 
segregation laws as unconstitu ­
tional. A id  is also required fo r  
the appeal o f  the conviction o f 
Mirs. Rosa P arks fo r  re fus ing  to 
get up and g ive he r seat to a 
w h ite  man.

'M eantim e the N egro people o f 
M on tgom ery have stated th e ir  
firm  resolve to continue the 
pro test action. T h a t means the 
car pool m ust be kep t ro llin g . 
Toward th a t end members o f the 
movement are m ak ing  g rea t 
sacrifices.

O ffice workers, telephone dis­
patchers and vo lunteer d rive rs  fo r  
the car pool g ive th e ir  tim e  w ith ­
out pay, ask ing no more than

enough aiid to pay fo r  th e ir  meals 
and o ther t ilin g s  they cannot do 
w ith o u t. Y e t even those modest 
needs add up when forces are 
required to tra n sp o rt some 50,000 
people.

F rie n d ly  m erchants shave the 
prices o f  th ings bought fro m  them 
by the  movement, but there are 
lim its  beyond which they cannot 
go w ith o u t fa ll in g  in to  hank- 
raiptcy. So considerable money as 
needed fo r  gasoline, t ire s , car 
re paira and s im ila r  expenses. 
Since the people ride free , there 
is no revenue to he lp de fray these 
costs.

U n usu a lly  close police super­
v is ion has resulted in about 30 
tra ff ic  ticke ts  d u rin g  the past 
fo r tn ig h t  in vo lv in g  fines runn ing  
as h igh as $14 in ind iv idua l eases. 
These m ust be paid.

People have been fired from  
th e ir  jobs fo r  jo in in g  in  the bus

pro test action. U su a lly  they find 
another job a f te r  a period o f tim e. 
B ut in no case m ust they  he 
allowed to go hu ng ry  w h ile  they 
are searching.

A  key need o f the pro-test move­
ment is fo r  s ta tion  wagons. These 
are u rg en tly  required to help 
regu larize  and s tab ilize  the opera­
tion  o f the car pool so the move­
ment can m a in ta in  its  s tay in g  
power u n t il the ba ttle  is won.

“ I f  you learn o f anyone who can 
donate us a s ta tion  wagon,”  a 
pro test leader to ld  me, “ please 
te ll them th a t we w ill be happy 
to send somebody a fte r  it ,  no 
m a tte r where i t  may be.”

Aecoixling to o ff ic ia l reports , i t  
takes an iro n  m in im um  o f around 
$3,500 a week to keep the car pool 
ailone in operation. On top o f that 
there are heavy lega l expenses 
fo r  brie fs , f il in g  fees, cou rt costs 
and s im ila r item s.

I f  these expenses are to be met, 
help m ust be received fro m  a ll 
possible qu a rte rs  and above a ll 
fro m  the union movement. I f  the 
Negro people are to  w in  th e ir  
dem ocratic r ig h ts , i f  the firm  
a lliance o f the unions and the 
Negro movem ent so im pera tive  
fo r  the un ion iza tion  o f the South 
is to be forged, then the freedom 
figh te rs  o f M ontgom ery m ust be 
supported to the h i lt  and a ll the 
way to th e ir  fina l v ic to ry .

-Nobody m ust be made to w a lk  
in M ontgom ery in  o ld e r to stand 
by his princ ip les . To p reven t tha t 
added hardsh ip to an already s u f­
fe r in g  people, the car pool m ust 
no t be pe rm itte d  to lack in 
financia l sinews fo r  its  operation.

Send you r con tribu tions  to th e : 
M ontgom ery Im provem ent Asso­
cia tion , 647 C lin ton  St., M on t­
gom ery 8, A labam a.

Dobbs Back from Montgomery; 
Opens Northern Tour in Detroit

F a rre ll Dobbs re turned, M arch 
25, from  a 'five -day v is it to M on t­
gom ery, A la ., where he reported 
fo r  the M ilita n t on the t r ia l o f 
the leaders o f the M ontgom ery 
Im provem ent Association, indicted 
by the local au tho rities  because o f 
th e ir  protest s trugg le  against J im  
Crow buses. He im m ed ia te ly  
began plans fo r  a to u r o f N o rth ­
ern c ities to  m obilize aid fo r  the 
50,000 Negroes in  M ontgom ery 
who are engaged in the fig h t fo r  
t h e i r  e lem entary dem ocratic 
r ig h ts . H is f irs t  stop w il l  be in  
D e tro it, M ich., where a m eeting is 
being organized, A p r i l 6, to  hear 
his repo rt on the M ontgom ery 
s trugg le . The f irs t m eeting w ill 
be held at 3000 Grand R iver, 
Room 207.

“ The f ig h t fo r  c iv il r ig h ts  in 
th is  coun try  has entered the stage 
o f mass action  where i t  belongs,” 
Dobbs said. “ The heroic s tragg le  
o f 50 000 N egro  people in  M on t­
gom ery m ust be given every aid 
and assistance by the labo r move­
m ent na tion a lly . O ur task, we 
who live  in  the  N o rth  and W est, 
is to m obilize the un ited  support 
o f the en tire  labor movement, its  
active aid. Th is is our s trugg le  
—  th is  is  our p ro tes t.”

W hile  in  M ontgom ery Dobbs 
attended the fou r-d ay  t r ia l  o f 
Rev. K in g . On the f irs t  day o f 
the t r ia l he was in te rv iew ed by 
Joe A zbe ll, C ity  E d ito r  o f the 
M ontgom ery A dve rtise r. Azbe ll, 
in  add ition  to g iv in g  a personal 
and p o litica l account o f F a rre ll 
Dobbs, quoted an exchange tlia lt

took place between the socia lis t 
leader'arid  a local c itizen : “ When 
asked by another person i f  he wais 
sym pathetic to the South’s posi­
tion  in  its  rac ia l problem , Dobbs

F A R R E L L  DOBBS

said th a t  w h ile  he could under­
stand a problem  existed, he could 
not sym path ize w ith  i t  because i t  
was ‘w rong  fo r  a person to keep 
his foo t on another person’s head 
in a democracy and preven t th a t 
person fro m  achieving h is  demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts . ’ ”

When in te rv iew ed on rad io

broadcasts over M on tgom ery ’s 
s ta tion  W M G Y , Dobbs appealed 
to  the labo r movem ent o f 
A labam a to  support the M on t­
gom ery Im provem ent Association 
in  its  f ig h t aga inst the an ti - 
boycott law .

“ This law ,”  Dobbs po inted out 
to the rad io  audience, “ was 
enacted in  1921 in an e f fo r t  to 
prevent un ion iza tion  o f the coal 
m iners in  th is  area. On frequen t 
occasions the  A labam a State Fed­
era tion o f  Labor, A F L , has gone 
on record aga inst the  law  as un­
cons titu tiona l. Now, in  a p p ly in g  
th is  law  aga inst the Negro p ro ­
tes t movement, the au tho ritie s  
are sharpening i t  fo r  fu tu re  use 
against the unions —  ju s t  as the 
cam paign to organize the South 
approaches.

“ F o r th e ir  own se lf-p ro tec tion ,”  
Dobbs insisted, “ the unions of 
M ontgom ery and A labam a and 
th roughou t the  coun try  should 
have th e ir  best lawyers r ig h t  there 
in the courtroom  a t the defense 
tab le ready to  he lp the Negro 
defense law yers  f ig h t o f f  these 
a ttacks.”

In  lias rad io  in te rv iew s Dobbs 
also expla ined the SW P’s fig h t 
fo r  a Labor P a rty  in  the  U n ited  
S tates as a means o f g iv in g  
po litica l expression to  the s tru g ­
gle o f both N egro and w h ite  
.workers,.. m

A  N E W  UPSU RG E
Dobbs was especially im pressed 

w ith  the q u a lity  o f the 1 evader ship 
o f the M ontgom ery Im provem ent

Association. As one o f those who 
organ ized the M innesota labo r 
movement in  the g reat upsurge o f 
the T h irtie s , Dobbs was s truck  
w ith  the  capacity o f th is  new 
mass movement fo r  s trugg le  and 
the tac tica l wisdom o f its  leaders.

Dobbs, who was called the “ ace 
nego tia to r fo r  the tru c k  d rive rs ”  
in the g re a t organ iz ing  s trikes  
o f 1934 in M innesota, ( “ A m erican  
C ity ”  by Charles R um ford W a lk ­
e r), played a lead ing ro le  in  the 
drive to organize the over-the- 
road d rive rs  th roughou t the mad- 
W est between 1937 and 1939. A s 
General O rgan izer fo r  the Team ­
sters In te rn a tio n a l in  those years 
he had considerable experience 
w ith  o rgan iz ing  problem s, inc lud ­
in g  states Like Arkansas, O k la ­
homa, Texas, etc.

‘‘ I t  was in the spring  o f 1939,”  
Dobbs re lated, “ d u rin g  a d rive rs ’ 
s tr ik e  in  D allas, Texas, th a t I  
learned to the h i l t  w ha t a decisive 
ro le the Negroes can p lay  in  the 
labor movement when union® o r­
ganize on a com plete ly in tegra ted  
basis w ith  fu l l  recogn ition  o f the 
r ig h t  to complete equa lity . On 
such a basis labor can w in  its  
strugg les. W ith o u t th is  p r in ­
cipled stand the South w ill rem ain 
an open-shop te r r ito ry .

“ In  the s p ir it  generated by the 
pro test movement in  M ontgom ery 
lies the weapon th a t w i l l  organize 
th e  South. The labor movement- 
m ust lin k  its e lf  to  th is  f ig h t fo r 
on ly  by th is  means can the J im  
Crow, an ti-un ion  forces o f the 
South be beaten.”

Myra Weiss Speaks at Harvard
The Harvard Social Dem ocratic®  

Forum sponsored a lecture on 
Dialectical M aterialism , March 
14, by M yra Tanner Weiss, the 
1952 vice-presidential candidate 
of the Socialist Workers Party. 
M arxist philosophy proved to be 
a very attractive subject to H a r­
vard students. The forum was 
attended by 178 students, the 
largest turnout that the forum 
had experienced in a number of 
years.

The lectu re  was w ide ly  adver­
tised w ith  p rin ted  posters which 
made i t  c lear th a t the subject 
would be handled by a M a rx is t. 
The lecture was also announced 
in some o f the classes a t H a r­
vard, as w e ll as in  the Crim son, 
the H a rva rd  student paper. The 
speech was recorded by the H a r­
va rd  rad io  s ta tion  fo r  la te r 
broadcasting.

A t  the conclusion o f the lec­
tu re  dozens o f questions fro m  
the students indicated th e ir  de­
sire to  learn m ore about the 
sc ientific  method o f M arx ism . 
W hen the m eeting was f in a lly  
compelled to  ad journ , the d is­
cussion was continued w ith  a 
sm alle r group a t the nearby 
apartm en t o f one o f the students 
u n t il 4 A .M . in  the m orn ing.

A S P E C IA L  T A R G E T
M rs. W eiss began her presen­

ta tio n  by ta k in g  note o f the fa c t 
th a t the te rm  “ d ia lectica l m a te r­
ia lism ”  w h ich  a t one tim e  was 
ra re ly  even heard o f by college 
students, is  today encountered 
qu ite frequ en tly , even in the 
da ily  press. As the m ethodology 
o f M arx ism  i t  is  a special ta rg e t 
fo r  a ttacks by p ro -ca p ita lis t 
w rite rs . “ B u t the fa c t th a t the 
te rm  is fre q u e n tly  encountered 
today doesn’t  mean th a t i t  is 
understood any be tte r,”  M rs. 
Weiss said.

A f te r  o u tlin in g  the o rig in s  and 
development o f the log ic  o f 
M arx ism , M rs. Weiss took up 
the question o f the existence o f 
ob jective law  in  social develop­
ment. “ No ru lin g  class in h is to ry  
ever wanted or needed a scien­
t if ic  analysis o f society,”  she 
pointed out. “ Rulers on ly  require  
ju s tific a tio n  fo r  th e ir  ru le . The 
cap ita lis ts  are no exception. They 
w ant the  academic in s titu tio n s  
to defend cap ita lism . This is the 
m otive o f social studies in the 
un ive rs ities  today, no t the dis-

M Y R A  T A N N E R  W E IS S

covery o f sc ientific  tru th .  A s a 
m a tte r o f fa c t ‘social science’ 
ta u g h t in  the  colleges doesn’t  
c la im  to  have established its e lf  
as a science. Some professors 
exclude social existence as a 
fie ld  fo r  sc ientific  investiga tion . 
O thers w o rk  on ga the ring  data, 
expressing the v iew  th a t eventu­
a lly  scientific  laws w il l  be d is­
covered.

“However, M arx long ago dis­
covered the laws of capitalist 
development,” Mrs. Weiss con­
tinued, “ laws as valid and dem­
onstrable as in chemistry, phys­
ics or biology. The validity of 
scientific law is proven when it 
enables the scientist to accur­
ately predict. Marxism has met 
this test.

“ A  cen tu ry  ago M a rx ’s ana ly­
sis led h im  to the conclusion tha t 
cap ita lism  would be replaced 
w ith  a socia lis t o rgan iza tion  o f 
production, a planned economy. 
The w o rk in g  class would b r in g  
th is  new social order in to  e x is t­
ence, M a rx  said. A t  th a t tim e 
the cap ita lis ts  scoffed a t the 
idea th a t the w orkers could take 
power and organize production 
on a planned basis. O nly anarchy 
would resu lt fro m  such an a t­
tem pt, they claimed. B u t in  1917 
the w orkers took power in  Rus­
sia. They organized a planned 
economy th a t made ou t o f Rus­
sia the second la rg e s t in d u s tr ia l

M rs. W eiss expla ined the law s 
o f the d ia lectic , the na ture  o f 
change, th rough  the evo lu tion o f 
c a p ita lis t economy and po litica l 
life . She showed how ca p ita lis t 
democracy, on ly  one stage in  the 
long s trugg le  o f man fo r  fre e ­
dom, came in to  existence, its  
present con trad ic tions and its  
fu tu re  prospects.

The lecture was received w ith  
w arm  applause. A  num ber o f 
students congra tu la ted the speak­
er on her e ffec tive  presen ta tion 
o f M a rx is t views.

ip ow e r in  the  w o rld  in  a m a tte r 
o f a few  decades.”

M a rx ’s theory  even provided 
the basis fo r  the analysis o f the 
degeneration o f the Soviet U nion, 
the emergence o f a bureaucratic 
caste, the speaker explained. 
Since 1917 i t  is  no longer neces­
sary to  v e r ify  M a rx is t theory  
exc lus ive ly  by  the consistency 
o f its  in te rn a l s truc tu re . I ts  
views are a lready verified  in  
h is to ry .

IM P O R T A N T  W ORK A H E A D
“ M arx ism  does not enable us 

to  answer a ll questions. L ike 
sc ientific  in ves tiga tion  in  any 
fie ld a g re a t deal o f w o rk  is 
needed to  g ive us an ever more 
accurate concept o f the social 
h is to ry  o f w h ich  we are the more 
o r less conscious p a rtic ip a n ts .”  
M rs. W eiss po in ted ou t the u r ­
gent need fo r  w o rk  in  the science 
o f M arx ism  and expressed con­
fidence th a t the you th  o f th is  
generation would make s ig n if i­
cant con tribu tions  to the  fu r th e r  
development o f  social science.

“Those of you who have a 
passion for scientific work and 
the courage to use your talent 
in the most difficult field of all, 
w ill be rewarded with the knowl­
edge that there is no more im ­
portant task than the one of 
resolving the social contradic­
tions of man. The progress made 
in other fields of scientific en­
deavor cannot be put to the con­
structive use of society, until 
social problems are solved.”
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A  Blow at Faceless Informers
Last October the U.S. Court of Appeals 

in San Francisco handed down a decision 
(Pairker v. Lester) declaring the witch hunt 
on the waterfront — (the Coast Guard’s 
screening of thousands of merchant sea­
men and other maritime workers out of 
their jobs — to be unconstitutional. This 
decision contained a strongly worded 
denunciation of the government’s use of 
“derogatory”  political information sup­
plied by a stable of paid informers, 
vengeful individuals, pathological liars and 
mere gossips. I t  said a worker in private 
industry was entitled to due process of law 
including the right to confront and cross- 
examine witnesses against him.

The government announced i t  would 
appeal the decision but when the time lim it 
for filing a brief with the Supreme Court 
was about to run out it  asked for a two- 
month extension. Now that two-month ex­
tension has expired without the Depart­
ment of Justice attorneys filing. Con­
sequently the decision of the Appeals Court 
in San Francisco stands.

Why did the government back down on 
the appeal to the Supreme Court? Why 
does it  thus allow one of the most 
devastating legal denunciations of the 
witch hunt to stand by default? The 
answer is that the government didn’t have 
a legal leg to stand on. I t  feared that a 
Supreme Court verdict upholding the 
lower court would make even more 
authoritative the condemnation of its

system of paid informers, secret unsworn 
“ testimony,”  and refusal to let a defendant 
know the evidence and witnesses against 
him.

Moreover, the Department of Justice 
and Coast Guard have been feverishly 
working up a new set of “ port security”  
regulations by which they hope to get 
around the Count of Appeals decision and 
salvage most of the waterfront witch-hunt 
procedure. The new setup will probably 
take several years of legal testing. In the 
meantime the maritime witch-hunters will 
try  to continue depriving of their liveli­
hoods merchant seamen, longshoremen and 
others alleged to hold “ verboten”  political 
beliefs.

The decision of the Appeals Court in 
San Francisco declared unconstitutional 
the extension of the faceless informer 
system from federal employment to 
private industry. This is an important step 
in preventing the whole country from 
being inundated by tria l by secret denun­
ciation. I t  has already spread to defense 
industries and under the name of defense, 
anti-labor employers have been getting 
sweeping security classifications for whole 
factories only a small pant of whose 
production is composed of arms orders.

This unconstitutional undermining of 
justice and the right to a fa ir tria l must 
not only be stopped from spreading, it 
must be destroyed at its very source. The 
source is the witch hunt of workers in 
federal employment.

The International Automation Race Is On

French Stalinists Betray Algeria
The Communist Party leaders in the 

Soviet Union and the rest of the world 
claim to be genuine defenders of the revo­
lutionary struggle of colonial peoples for 
national independence. They again made a 
big pitch along these lines at the recently 
held 20th Congress of the Soviet Com­
munist Party.

On March 13, the CP deputies in the 
French National Assembly gave the lie to 
this claim by voting for “ Socialist”  Premier 
Mollet’s program for further repressive 
measures in Algeria. Over 300,000 French 
troops — including three NATO divisions 
—„seek,, to crush the Algerian revolution 
for national independence.

There are nine million Arabs and 
Berbers living in Algeria making up the 
Algerian people. One million French 
settlers and huge Paris banks exploit and 
oppress the Algerians and strip the coun­
try ’s wealth. I t  is to end this tyranny that 
the Algerian people fights for its inde­
pendence. But the CP voted to keep it  in 
bondage.

A t the recent 20th Congress of the 
CPSU the Stalinist chiefs proposed Popular 
Front alliances to Social Democrats and 
sections of the capitalist class. This part 
of the Congress program was lived up to 
fu lly  by the French CP leaders. Their vote 
for Mollet’s program of Algerian repres­
sion was the Popular Front in action. I t  
confirms the denunciation of such class- 
collaborationist alliances made by revolu­
tionary socialists. I t  is living proof of their 
contention that the Popular Front is a 
betrayal of the interests of the working 
people and service to imperialism.

Also at the 20th Congress, the Stalinist 
leaders offered a “ peaceful coexistence” 
pact to U.S. imperialism. Again, by voting 
against the Algerian people’s freedom 
fight, the French Stalinist tops put the 
“ peaceful coexistence”  program into ac­
tion. They achieved a pact of sorts with 
U.S. imperialism, when on March 20, U.S. 
Ambassador to France Dillon declared 
that Washington, too, endorsed Mollet’s 
criminal course in Algeria. The next day 
President Eisenhower added his blessing 
to it. Wall Street and the Kremlin thus 
joined hands against the Algerian libera­
tion struggle.

The 20th Congress is supposed to have 
broken with Stalinism, but the decisions 
that flow from i t  follow right in Stalin’s 
pattern. In 1937, the French Stalinist lead­
ers were members of the government that 
voted to suppress Algerian nationalist or­
ganizations. They then belonged to a 
French Popular Front alliance promoted by 
Stalin and coordinated with his “ peace 
pact”  with French imperialism.

In 1945 — when Stalin and U.S. im­
perialism were united in the Yalta pact — 
the French CP leaders sanctioned the 
horrible butchery of the Algerian indepen­
dence struggle in which 40,000 freedom 
fighters were massacred.

Communist Party workers who take 
the struggle against the Stalin cult seri­
ously must demand of their leaders: Break 
with the foul Stalinist policy of Popular 
Fronts and class-collaborationist deals 
with imperialism! Return to the Leninist 
policy of giving unconditional support to 
any colonial people fighting for national 
independence!

By Robert Chester
Sharpening com petition fo r  the 

o rld  m arket is the logica l ou t­
g ro w th  o f ca p ita lis t in d u s tria l 
expansion. The d r iv in g  necessity 
to find  la rg e r ou tle ts  fo r  th e ir  
products led to the economic 
and po litica l clashes between the 
m a jo r powers tha t resulted in  
tw o W orld  W ars.

The present in te rna tiona l scene 
exh ib its  a re la tion  o f forces d i f ­
fe re n t from  previous decades. 
The ca p ita lis t w o rld  m arke t has 
been g re a tly  res tric ted  by  the 
w ith d ra w a l o f China, Yugoslavia 
and E aste rn , Europe in  addition 
to the Soviet Union. Even though 
the U n ited  States has unchal­
lenged suprem acy in the cap­
ita l is t  sector, the s trugg le  fo r  
solvency by Great B r ita in , France 
and W est Germ any forces them 
to t r y  to broaden th e ir  own 
bases, i f  on ly  a li t t le .

C O M P E T IT IO N  GROWS
C om petition  b e t w e e n  these 

countries is grow ing . W est Ger­
many, w ith  its  h ighest level o f 
modern in d u s try , raised on the 
ru ins  o f W orld  W ar I I ,  is  fa s t 
overbaking G reat B r ita in . In  the 
th ird  qu a rte r o f 1955 i t  surpas­
sed B r it is h  production o f steel. 
I t  is cha lleng ing B r it is h  leader­
ship in  the export o f autos, 
m achinery and o ther products.

In te rn a tio n a l com petition in 
autom ation fo llow s  a s im ila r  p a t­
te rn . I t  was reported to the 
Senate - House subcommittee on 
the Economic R eport th a t there 
are p lan ts in  W estern Europe 
“ more h ig h ly  au tom atic  than any­
th in g  we have go t in th is  coun­
t r y . ”  B r it is h  scientists and en­
gineers have made advances on 
a pa r w ith  th is  codntry a lthough 
B r it is h  in d u s try  has lagged in 
its  in troduction  o f autom ation.

B r it is h  firm s, however, are 
now expanding production o f 
au tom atic con tro l mechanisms to 
f i l l  the needs o f the European 
m arket and to  compete w ith  the 
German autom atic machine tool 
in du s try . Am erican-owned Ford  
and General M otors p lan ts in  
England and Germany are p lan ­
n ing to  in troduce automated 
lines. The D aim ler-Benz p lan t 
near S tu ttg a r t is  a lready using 
autom ated equipm ent o f a h igh 
order.

A  s tr ik in g  example o f A m e ri­
can in te rna tiona l dominance was 
described in  the Nov. 29, 1955 
W a ll S tree t J o u rn a l: “ In te rn a ­
tion a l Business Machines Corp.

is us ing its  subsid iaries to  ex­
p lo it the European and W orld  
m arke t . . . IB M  has achieved 
mass production in  Europe by 
lin k in g  fac to ries  in  France, Ger­
many, I ta ly ,  Scotland and H o l­
land in to  a productions netw ork. 
They have been progressive ly 
tak in g  over IB M ’s w orld  m arke t 
m the la s t tw o and one-half 
years, fo rm e rly  supplied by the 
U jS. . '.  . The European plants 
are producing models o f the ‘elec­
tron ic  b ra in ’ the fo llo w in g  way. 
The p lan t a t M ilan  supplies the 
feed un its , w h ile  IB M  Deutsch­
land supplies the counters, the 
ca lcu la ting  parts , w h ile  the 
French com pany supplies the 
power un its .”  The un its  can be 
assembled in  any coun try  as the 
demand requires.

The greatest race, however, is 
between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union. W h ile  Soviet au tom ation 
has lagged behind th is  coun try  
i t  shows p o ten tia lit ie s  fo r  rap id  
acceleration in th is  field. A m e ri­
can engineers have reported th a t 
the new huge Soviet com puter 
they saw equals the best in th is  
country. N evin L. Bean, an en­
gineer o f the Ford  M o to r Com­
pany, praised an au tom atic  ba ll 
bearing fa c to ry  in  the Soviet 
U n ion by com m enting, “ I have 
neVer seen a be tte r example of 
autom ation in  m y li fe . ”

Russian engineers and scien­
tis ts  have been judged h ig h ly  
competent by th e ir  A m erican 
counterparts. AVhat has disturbed 
Am erican o ffic ia ls  more than 
any th ing  else is the w ay tha t 
the Soviet Un ion has outpaced 
th is  coun try  in  its  tra in in g  of 
scientists, engineers and tech­
nicians. A t  the W ashington hear­
ings i t  was reported th a t Soviet 
engineers are being graduated at 
tw ice the ra te, and technicians 
at th ir t y  tim es the ra te in  th is  
country. T h is  can on ly  forecast 
a phenomenal increase in  th e ir 
in d u s tr ia l expansion.

The most intense race o f a ll 
is in  the m il ita ry  fie ld. E le c tro n ­
ic contro ls and com puters have 
moved to  the fo re  as p r im a ry  
components o f the new weapons 
o f w ar. The speed o f supersonic 
je t  engines and rockets are fa r  
too g rea t fo r  m anual con tro l. 
O nly au tom atic  contro ls w i l l  do. 
A u to m a tic  tra c k in g  and f ir in g  
devices requ ire  contro ls o f the 
m ost advanced design —  fa r  in 
advance o f those in  in d u s tria l 
use. In d u s tr ia l advance there fore  
lags behind m il ita ry  advances.

.'Planning fo r  w ar has become

B rit is h  B arbed  W ire  in  C yprus

C hild ren o f N icosia, troub le  center o f Cyprus, watch B rit is h  
soldier s tanding guard near barbed w ire  barricade set up to 
seal o f f  a block in  the c ity . Despite recen tly  stepped-up B rit is h  
repression C yprio tes are f ig h tin g  m il ita n t ly  fo r  th e ir  freedom 
from  im p e ria lis t oppression and the r ig h t  to  become a p a rt 
o f Greece.

a necessary component o f the 
A m erican  economy. W h ile  on the 
one hand, the o ffic ia ls  in  W ash­
ing ton  s tr ive  to keep the Soviet 
U n ion and its  a llies  econom ically 
isolated* on the o ther hand they 
find i t  necessary to  bo ls ter the 
economy a t home. M il ita ry  spend­
in g  consumes over tw o -th ird s  o f 
the na tiona l budget. I f  th is  were 
cu t to any great ex ten t the econ­
omy would go in to  cris is  im m ed­
ia te ly .

O N L Y  M IL IT A R Y  P LA N S
I t  is on ly  in p re pa ring  fo r  w ar 

th a t cap ita lism  exh ib its  a capa­
c ity  fo r  p lanning. The program s 
o f atom ic energy, rocket develop­
ment etc., are carried  th rough 
w ith o u t any concern fo r  “ m arket 
conditions.”  Goals are achieved 
a t a regulated and planned sched­
ule. T h is  con trast between p lan­
n ing  fo r  w a r and planlessness 
fo r  peace is one o f  the m ost 
s tr ik in g  con trad ic tions o f cap­
ita lism .

Government w ar-spend ing pro-

gram s, the a r t if ic ia l s tim u la n t to 
the la gg ing  economy, counter­
acted the recession o f 1949 w ith  
the huge expenditures fo r  the 
Korean war. The spending p ro ­
gram s a f te r  the Korean w a r 
helped reduce the recession o f 
1954. However the m ounting  na­
tiona l debt sustained a steady 
in fla t io n a ry  pressure th a t kept 
underm in ing the w o rke rs ’ s tan­
dard o f liv in g .

Thus the steady g ro w th  in 
p ro du c tiv ity  o f A m erican indus­
t r y  has brought the coun try  to  
a new impasse. I t  cannot reduce 
debts and the in fla t io n a ry  pres­
sure w ith o u t c u ttin g  w a r expen­
d itu res. But i f  i t  does i t  pe rils  
the economy. P ro d u c tiv ity  has 
reached the po in t where in du s try  
can produce both weapons and 
consumer goods and s t i l l  have a 
labor surp lus. W ith  a s lig h t eco­
nom ic decline unem ploym ent w ill 
reach c r it ic a l proportions.

The fina l, desperate a lte rn a ­
tive  fo r  cap ita lism  is H-bom b 
w ar o f the m ost awesome p ro ­

portions —  a tes t o f w he the r 
c iv iliz a tio n  can even survive. The 
c a p ita lis t po litic ians who b rin g  
us to  the “ b r in k  o f w a r”  on ly  
to d raw  back in  fea r have found, 
and can find, no o ther answer.

A l l  the  m agnificent achieve­
ments o f m ankind are now pe r­
verted fo r  destruction , no t p ro ­
gress. “ M odern bourgeois [Cap­
ita l is t ]  society w ith  its  're la tions 
o f production, o f exchange and 
o f p rope rty , a society th a t has 
conjured up such a g ig a n tic  
means o f p roduction and ex­
change, is lik e  the sorcerer, who 
is no longer able to  con tro l the 
powers o f the nether w orld  whom 
he has called up by his spells 
. . . the h is to ry  o f in d u s try  and 
commerce is  bu t the h is to ry  o f 
the re vo lt o f modern productive 
forces against modern conditions 
o f production. . .

So w ro te  K a r l M a rx  and F re d ­
erick Engels in  th e ir  fam ous 
C om m unist M an ifes to  o f 1848. 
T he ir d ram atic  words c a rry  even 
g re a te r t ru th  today.

Carnegie Hall Rally Hits 
Smith Act Persecutions

By John Thayer
N E W  YO RK, M arch 29 —  Some 

2 000 New Y orkers last n ig h t ap­
plauded speakers who called fo r  
an end to S m ith  A c t prosecutions 
and repeal o f the odious law? T h is  
im p o rtan t ra lly , called specifica lly 
to pro test the S m ith  A c t, was 
sponsored by the Em ergency 
C iv il L ibe rties  Com m ittee.

F o r  the event, the  ECLC had 
prepared a special pam ph le t 
en titled , “ The Sm ith  A c t —  Its  
O rig in , Use and1 Poi'som”  A  sec­
tion  o f iit recounts the f irs t  use 
o f the S m ith  Aie't in  1941 in  the 
M inneapolis Labor T r ia l o f 18 
leaders o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  and un ion o ffic ia ls .

I t  is o f in te res t th a t the m eet­
in g ’s . cha irm an, J. Raymond 
W alsh, re fe rred  to  the M in ­
neapolis S m ith  Act t r ia l  and the 
fa c t th a t the Com m unist P a rty , 
now the v ic tim  o f the same 
though t-con tro l law , a t th a t tim e 
applauded its  use against the 
T ro tsky is ts , th e ir  p o lit ic a l op­
ponents.

W alsh opened the m eeting by 
declaring th a t i t  had been called 
because o f the exceedingly c r it ic a l 
emergency e x is tin g  in  the U.S. 
He then  described the witchAnuint 
atmosphere and traced its  legal 
basis in  m a jo r p a rt to the Sm ith  
A ct. He called the Supreme C ourt 
ru lin g  upho ld ing th a t law  “ a long 
step in  the destruction  o f the 
F irs t  Am endm ent.”

C orliss Lam ent, a founder o f 
the ECLC and sponsor o f the 
B ill o f R igh ts  Fund, w h ich gives 
financia l support to cavil Liberties 
cases, described the “ pa radox ica l”  
s itua tion  in  which the govern­
ment, both under E isenhower and 
T rum an, has been the greatest 
l'a.w-ibrea'ker w h ile  those per­
secuted have been the upholders 
o f the C onstitu tion . He called a ll 
subsequent w itch -hu n t laws, the 
m onstrous o ffs p r in g  o f the Sm ith 
Act-»

“ The ECLC,”  said Lam ont, “ w ill 
defend anybody prosecuted under 
the Sm ith  A c t whether they be 
T ro tsky is ts , Socialists, Commu­
nists, o r even fascists.”

R e fe rring  to  the seizure and 
padlocking the n ig h t before of 
the D a ily  W orker, Lam en t com­
m ented: “ People o ften  say to  me, 
don’t  you th in k  the tide  in  cavil

...A ttacks on Stalin Cult Mounting in the USSR
(Continued fro m  page 1)

“ He kep t us a ll in  te rro r ,”  K h ru ­
shchev is  quoted.

(2) U nde rm in ing  the s treng th  
o f the Red A rm y  and p lac ing the 
Soviet U n ion  in  m orta l pe ril. 
Khrushchev charged th a t the 1937 
“ treason”  case aga ins t M arshal 
Tukhachevsky and o ther h igh- 
ra n k in g  Red A rm y  men, leading 
to th e ir  execution, had been fa b ­
r ic a tio n ; th a t 5,000 a rm y  officers 
had been k ille d  in  the purge; and 
th a t the executions b rough t the 
Soviet U n ion  to the b r in k  o f d is­
aste r when Germ any attacked in 
1941, because the Red A rm y  was 
alm ost overwhelmed.

(3 ) I g n o r i n g  advice fro m  
C hurch ill in  June 1941 th a t H i t ­
le r  was about to a ttack. This, 
Khrushchov charged, led to cata­
s troph ic  losses fo r  the Soviet 
popu la tion  (40 m illio n  according 
to  one estim ate ).

O n ly  iso lated reactions o f the 
Soviet w o rk in g  class to the ju n k ­
in g  o f S ta lin  have been reported 
in  the ca p ita lis t press. The fo r ­
eign correspondents in  Russia 
have no contact w ith  the w o rk ­
ers. Y e t the w orkers are p re ­
cisely the ones whom the bu­
reaucracy seeks to  appease w ith  
the a n ti-S ta lin  measures as w e ll 
as economic concessions.

The M arch 27 N .Y . T im es re ­
po rts  an account in  the Baku 
W orke r, newspaper o f the A ze r­
ba ijan  Com m unist P a rty , o f a 
m ee ting  called o f o il w orkers, 
who heard a spokesman denounce

the "c u lt  o f the pe rsona lity .”
“ Q uite  r ig h t ! ”  F . Guseinov, a 

m achine opera to r is  reported to 
have in te rjec ted . “ T h is  [th e  cu lt 
o f the pe rson a lity ] led to  some­
th in g  o f which even our repub lic 
was an example. B ag iro v  also 
fancied h im se lf as leader, g lo r i­
fied h is pe rsona lity  in  every way, 
surrounded h im se lf w ith  toadies 
and acted law lessly  and a rb it ra r ­
i ly . ”  A no the r m ach in ist, M u ra l- 
iyev, broke in  a n g r ily  to  declare: 
“ A nd he destroyed old re vo lu ­
tionaries, honorable Bolsheviks 
who fough t fo r  Sovie t power in  
A ze rba ijan .”

The anger o f the w orkers  is 
understandable. F o r  years the 
m onstrous S ta lin is t d ic ta to rsh ip  
was ju s tified  to them  as abso­
lu te ly  necessary to defend the 
Soviet U n ion and assure its  eco­
nomic g ro w th . G r it t in g  th e ir  
teeth, they  subm itted. Now  the 
CP leaders te ll the  w orkers  w ha t 
they knew  to  be true  a ll the 
tim e —  nam ely, th a t the n ig h t­
m arish  ty ra n n y  b ro ug h t the 
w o rkers ’ state to the verge o f 
destruction.

To t r y  to lessen the anger 
over fram e-ups and liqu ida tions 
o f old revo lu tiona ries , the K re m ­
lin  has released fro m  prison a 
num ber o f the fo rm e r leading 
Bolsheviks purged by  S ta lin  or 
vind ica ted th e ir  name, where 
they had been liqu ida ted . The 
la test Old Bolshevik to  be freed 
fro m  prison is A nd re i Bubnov, 
m ember o f the p a r ty ’s C entra l

Com m ittee in  1917 and an active 
p a rtic ip a n t in the October in su r­
rection. A ccord ing to  Leon T ro t­
sky ’s b iog raphy o f S ta lin , B ub­
nov was purged because he re ­
fused to  subscribe to S ta lin ’s 
fa ls ified  version o f the Russian 
Revolution. In  th is  version S ta lin  
denied T ro ts k y ’s ro le  as the o r­
gan izer o f the ove rtu rn  and 
ascribed the fun c tion  to h im se lf.

M eanwhile, the Soviet govern­
m ent its e lf  im p lic it ly  exposed trhe 
fram e-up  character o f the Mos­
cow T ria ls . On M arch 27, a Soviet 
o ffic ia l, t)he deputy d irec to r o f the 
K iro v  Museum, to ld  Jack R ay­
mond o f the N . Y . T im es th a t 
“ i t  was no t known yet w ho was 
responsible”  fo r  K iro v ’s assas­
s ination  in  1934. (K iro v , a Stailin 
appointee, was ch ie f o f the Len in­
grad section o f the p a r ty  a t the  
tim e .) B u t in the Moscow T ria ls  
Z inoviev, Kam enev and other 
Close associates o f Len in  “ con­
fessed”  to the crim e and im ­
p licated T ro tsky . Then they were 
shot. The “ confessions”  supplied 
the on ly  “ evidence”  fo r  acts of 
‘te rro r is m ,”  “ sabotage”  and “ es­
pionage”  they and T ro tsky  had 
alleged ly com m itted. Now  K iro v ’s 
death is  m> longer o ff ic ia lly  
ascribed to  T ro ts k y  and others 
b u t to unknown “ enemies o f the 
people.”  T h is  rip s  to shreds the 
“ confessions”  in  the  Moscow 
T r ia ls  and the treason charge 
levelled against its  v ic tim s. I t  
confirm s the 1938 ve rd ic t o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l Commission o f I n ­

qu iry , headed by P ro f. John 
Dewey th a t T ro tsky  and the o ther 
defendants were no t g u ilty .

A ltho ug h  the w o rk in g  class 
welcomes the repud ia tion  o f the 
S ta lin  c u lt and pa rtic ipa tes  in  its  
destruction , i t  has no tender 
fee lings fo r  S ta lin ’s heirs. “ W ith  
the lim ite d  propaganda m ateria ls  
a t th e ir  command,’’ reports  the 
M arch 19 N .Y . T im es, “ the p a rty  
w orkers  [a t  fa c to ry  and other 
meeting's] were unable to an­
swer such questions as: Wlha/t 
were the present leaders o f the 
Com m unist p a r ty  doing du rin g  
the years o f S ta lin ’s m isru le  and 
crim es?”

This question over which p a rty  
leaders choke is an expression 
o f non-confidence in  the present 
S ta lin is t ru le rs , whom the w o rk ­
ers correc tly  associate w ith  S ta l­
in ’s crimes. The question also 
riv e ts  a tten tion  on th e ir  present 
deeds and prom pts a demand fo r  
e ffec tive  measures which would 
re a lly  w ipe out the d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f the bureaucra tic  caste. Through 
th is  mechanism o f accepting the 
liqu ida tion  o f the S ta lin  cu lt but 
su rround ing  S ta lin ’s heirs w ith  
the deepest m is trus t, the p o lit i­
cal revo lu tion  th a t w ill w ipe out 
S ta lin ism  roo t and branch is set 
in  m otion.

In  on ly  one p a r t o f Russia 
have there been reported pro - 
S ta lin  expressions among the 
masses. T h is  was in  Georgia in  
the Caucasus. 'The N . Y . Tim es 
and o ther c a p ita lis t newspapers

ascribe th is  to  a special fo n d ­
ness fo r  S ta lin , a Georgian, 
among the Georgulam people. The 
t ru th  is, however, th a t S ta lin  
persecuted Georgian Bolsheviks 
fierce ly , d isp la y in g  tow ards his 
countrym en the arrogance and 
b ru ta li ty  tra d it io n a lly  associated 
w ith  G reat Russian chauvinism  
under the Czar. I t  was S ta lin ’s; 
high-handed conduct in  Georgia 
in 1922 th a t provided the occa­
sion fo r  Le n in ’s b reak ing  a ll pe r­
sonal re la tions w ith  S ta lin . Len­
in  was p re pa ring  to expose S ta l­
in ’s acts a t a p a rty  Congress as 
a f la g ra n t exam ple o f the g row th  
o f bureaucra tic  tendencies, when 
he suffe red a new stroke fro m  
w hich he never recovered. (See 
Leon T ro ts k y ’s, S ta lin : A n  A p ­
pra isa l o f the M an and his In ­
fluence pp 357-364.) I t  was in 
G eorgia th a t the tr iu m p h  o f 
S ta lin ism  f ir s t  took place.

I t  is  like ly , however, th a t p ro - 
S ta lin  dem onstrations reported 
in G eorgia a f te r  the 20th Con- 
grerss, served to express the ha­
tred  o f an oppressed n a tio n a lity  
fo r  the  present bureaucracy. The 
s trugg le  o f oppressed na tiona l 
group ings in  the Soviet U n ion 
agaiinst G reat Russian dom i­
nance is tied  to  the ove r-a ll s tru g ­
gle o f the Soviet w o rk in g  class 
aga inst the bureaucratic regim e.

Accord ing to  the  M arch 18 
N .Y . T imes, Georgians have com­
plained b it te r ly  o f th e ir  t re a t­
m ent by the cen tra l Governm ent 
since the a rre s t o f f ie r ia ,  also a

Liberties is  tu rn in g ?  W ell I  don’t  
know, bu t ju d g in g  by the events 
o f the past few  days, i f  the tide 
was tu rn in g , i t  has tunned r ig h t  
back aga in .”

In  closing he assorted: “ We 
move ahead firm  in the fa itih  th a t 
tire cause o f freedom  and c iv il 
lib e rtie s  can never perm anently  
be beaten in  the U n ited  States —  
never, never, never.”

A m ong  messages read to  the 
m eeting, one from  the Catholic 
W orke r protested tire padlocking 
o f the D a ily  W o rk r as a v io la tion  
o f fredbon o f the press and 
declared th a t had the Oom/munisit 
paper been unable to pub lish , The 
Catholic W orke r w ou ld  have g la d ly  
o ffe red its  lim ite d  fac ilities '.

A no ther, fro m  I. F . Stone, an 
o ffic ia l o f the BGLC and pub­
lish e r o f I .  F . Stone’s W eekly, 
denounced the governm ent’s pad­
locking- o f the D a ily  W orke r on a 
ta x  p re text. Stone’s message drew  
laugh te r fro m  the audience when 
he suggested th a t perhaps soon 
“ S ta lin ’s m m m y ”  would be 
dragged ou t o f its  mausoleum 
and sent to A tto rn e y  General 
B row nell fo r  enshrinem ent in  the 
D epartm ent o f Justice.

■In in tro du c ing  the fina l speaker, 
the d is tingu ished h istorian ', D r. 
W. E . B. DuBois, the  chairm an 
to ld  how the N egro scholar hlad 
recently  been denied the r ig h t  to 
de live r a scheduled lec tu re  in 
Le v ittow n , a huge, lily -w h ite , 
suburban development outside o f 
New Y ork . The BOLC had the re ­
upon offered D r. DuBois its  p la t­
fo rm  fo r  the speech he had in ­
tended to  de liver.

C hairm an W alsh then added: 
“ D r. DuBois is one o f those who 
recognized the p ro file  o f  the 
S m ith  A c t from  the f irs t  moment 
i t  was pu t on the  s ta tu te  books. 
When i t  was applied to  the M in ­
neapolis T ro tsky is ts  he helped 
fo rm  the C iv il R ights Defense

Com m ittee w h ich raised funds 
fo r  th e ir  defense. N o  sum m er 
so ld ier he in  th is  w a r!”  The 
audience gave D r. DuiBois a s tand­
in g  ovation.

DuBois compared the c iv il lib e r­
ties' s itu a tio n  p re v a ilin g  in  th is  
coun try  to the days o f the  Spanish 
Inq u is ition . He stiated th a t the 
f ig h t o f the N egro people fo r  
th e ir  c iv il r ig h ts  is in e x tr ic a b ly  
bound up w ith  the fa te  o f  lib e r ty  
in. A m erica.

He said th a t the Southern 
ru lin g  Olas» is being to ld  not to 
be alarm ed o r to act rash ly  be­
cause the N o rth  has no in te n tio n  
o f en forc ing  the school desegrega­
te n railing. In  a m a s te rfu l h is ­
to rica l sketch, th is  dean o f A m e r­
ican h is to rians , showed how 
N o rth e rn  cap ita l since 1876 had 
made peace w ith  the Southern 
ro lin g  olass a t the expense o f 
Negro r ig h ts . The South was 
given the r ig h t  to  evade th e  law  
in  re tu rn  fo r  p ro m is in g  n o t to 
touch N o rth e rn  ind lustry ’s pocket 
book by repud ia tion  o f  the  na­
tio n a l debt o r t a r i f f  revis ion . 
N o rth e rn  cap ita l is aga in  te ll in g  
the Southern p rope rtied  classes: 
“ We s t i l l  stand w ill in g  to  le t  you 
evade the Haw as long as yota do 
no t touch o u r money.”

'R e fe rring  to the heroic bus 
p ro test m ovem ent in  M ontgom ery, 
DuBois emphasized the s ig n if i­
cance o f the Negro people there 
choosing th is  type o f action. 
“ Led by c lear th in k in g ,”  he said 
“ they have discovered th a t th e ir  
race problem  was a t bo ttom  an 
economic problem . U n w it t in g ly  
they have discovered K a r l M a rx .”

He p red ic ted : “ T h is  p ro tes t be­
g in n in g  on buses w i l l  rise  and 
spread to o ther areas. You can­
not stop i t . ”  He alo fo re to ld  the 
com ing together o f w h ite  and Ne­
gro  labo r in the South in  a 
v ic to rious s tru g g le  fo r  economic 
and social em ancipation’.

Phila. Audience Hears 
Bus Protest Leader

Georgian, three years ago. “ We 
are be ing trea ted worse than the 
Jews under S ta lin ,”  some Geor­
gians said.

A tta cks  on the S ta lin  cu lt and 
vows to establish “ collective lead­
ersh ip”  are now being made by 
top leaders in  a ll the E ast Eu 
ropean S ta lin is t parties. In  East 
Germ any a congress o f the So­
c ia lis t U n ity  P a rty  is res to ring  
fo rm e r leaders o f the p a rty  to 
grace who had been removed fo r 
“ softness”  to the w orkers in  the 
course o f the June 1953 general 
s tr ike . However, thousands o f 
s tr ike rs  s t i l l  langu ish  in  prisons 
and concentration camps.

W a lte r U lb r ic h t, E ast German 
S ta lin is t ch ie f, who has been in 
the van o f the a ttack  on the 
S ta lin  cu lt, has rem ained silent 
about S ta lin ’s crim es aga inst the 
German w orkers. These included 
liqu ida tion  o f p rom inent German 
CP leaders who fle d  to  the Sov­
ie t U n ion  to escape H it le r ’s te r ­
ro r, and tu rn in g  over German 
T ro tsky is ts  and CP dissidents to 
the Nazis d u rin g  the S ta lin -H it-  
le r  pact.

F rench and Ita lia n  S ta lin is t 
chiefs —  a t the head o f the 
la rge s t Com m unist pa rties  o u t­
side the Soviet bloc —  have now 
also attacked the “ c u lt o f  the 
pe rsona lity .”  They are ty in g  re ­
pud ia tion  o f  S ta lin  to  th e ir  m a­
neuvers to  e ffe c t a P opular F ro n t 
a lliance in  each coun try  w ith  So­
c ia l Dem ocrats and a section o f 
the c a p ita lis t class.

By Joseph Grandy
P H IL A D E L P H IA , M arch 25 —  

The m ig h ty  groundsw ell su rg ing  
th rough  the mass o f the Negro 
people was g iven voice today in 
Philadelph ia  by D r. Solomon S. 
Seay dean o f the m ilita n t section 
o f the M ontgom ery, A la ., N egro 
m in isters.

A  movement has developed in 
the Negro churches here bo aid 
the M ontgom ery figh te rs  fo r  
equa lity . Today’s m eeting a t  the 
AMiE Z ion church was fo r  the 
purpose o f u n it in g  these forces. 
The p rinc ip a l speaker, D r. Seay, 
a na tive  o f the M ontgom ery 
area, no t on ly  shook a ll present 
wit-h his e lec tric  presenta tion , but 
gave evidence th a t the mass 
m ilita n c y  o f the  Negroes was 
fo rc in g  new concepts in to  the 
consciousness o f the N egro  clergy.

M any tim es he excoria ted the 
Uncle Tom  preachers, who, as he 
p u t i t ,  ‘‘ in  exchange fo r  second 
hand clothes,”  served as stooges 
fo r  w h ite  suprem acists, ac ting  to 
s tu lt i fy  tihe b u rs tin g  in d ig na tion  
o f the  N egro masses a t th e ir  
Ji,m Crow status. He re la ted the 
te rr ib le  d ifficu ltie s  and dangers 
to those who, lik e  h im se lf, had 
fo u g h t back th rou gh  the long- 
years. He warned th a t  those who 
undertook th a t f ig h t  have to be 
prepared to g ive th e ir  l i fe  i f  
necessary.

'Fu rtherm ore , he po inted out 
th a t the M on tgom ery s trugg le  
was n o t a spontaneous ou tbu rs t 
and no t to  expect s im ila r  figh ts 
unless dangerous and hard w o rk  
in p repa ra tion  had preceded it .  
“ M ontgom ery, a h o t bed o f social 
unrest, is an e rup tion  o f mass 
discontent.”  He re la ted m any in ­
cidents th a t had occurred over the 
years in  M on tgom ery —  o f the 
insu lts  and b ru ta li ty ,  and the 
courageous w o rk  to  rouse res is t-

ance, u n t il “ the people o f M o n t­
gom ery g o t s ick and tire d  and fed 
up and decided to  do som eth ing.”

He re la ted how he had m et an 
old grandm othe r w a lk in g  to  a 
v is it  five  m iles aw ay in  her 
bedroom slippers. She to ld  h im , 
“ I ’m w a lk in g  now, so th a t m y 
grandch ild ren w ill have a be tte r 
day.”

The M il ita n t  was w a rm ly  re ­
ceived a t the  m eeting. D r. Seay 
had b it te r  words fo r  d is to rtion s  
appearing in  the c a p ita lis t press, 
but when approached by  a rep re ­
sentative o f  The M il ita n t  ca llin g  
a tten tion  to W ill ia m  Bundy’s 
a rtic le  on the bus p ro test, h is 
fa c e 'l i t  lip. He eagerly asked fo r  
a copy o f The M il ita n t .  (B undy 
w ro te  on-the-scene accounts o f 
the  M ontgom ery s trugg le  in  the 
M arch 12, 19 and 26 issues o f  The 
M ilita n t.)

Today's m eeting  a t the A3VIE 
Zion church, attended by 500 peo­
ple, is one o f a series organized 
by the M ontgom ery R e lie f Socie­
ty . O ver $1,000 in  cash was con­
tribu te d . The audience ra ised i t  
fo r  those who “ have the courage 
equal to th e ir  words and reso lu­
tion .”  The n e x t m eeting w il l  be 
held A p r i l  1'2 a t 3800 German­
tow n Ave.



The Negro Struggle rut M ill TANT
Lucy, We Salute Thee!

(The passionate solidarity fe lt by the people of Asia for the Negro struggle in America is 
vividly illustrated by the following poem which a ppeared in Samasamajist, published in Ceylon. 
Samasamajist is one of the newspapers of the Lanka Sama Samaja Party, a Trotskyist organization 
and the leading working-class party of Ceylon. I t  has elected a strong bloc to Ceylon’s parliament 
and the mayor of Colombo, the capital, is a member of the LSSP. •— Ed.)

Fight on brave heart altho’ the tempests 
roar,

Your cause w ill be espoused from shore 
to shore.

You symbolize the trials of your kin,
Whose crime is in the pigment of your 

skin.
Time was when haughty whites bestrode 

the earth,
And sacked and plundered wrhat was ours 

by birth;
For them the power, the sceptre and the 

throne,
For us the right to suffer and to mourn.
Ah yes! to mourn a parent or a child,
A wife, a brother or a sister mild,
Whose precious lives were sacrificed to 

make
The filthy lucre for their masters’ sake.
No powrer can now resist the rising tide
Of truth and justice that is on the side

Of coloured millions who have broken free
Of bonds that held us in our slavery.
From proud resurgent China’s martial 

strand
To reawakened India’s hallowed land,
From Indonesia on to A frie ’s coasts
Will rise the tidal wave of coloured hosts.
So fearless and with courage face the mob
Of savage beasts who will your freedom 

rob.
From stones and missiles, Lucy, do not 

flinch,
We will avenge you, — you, they dare not 

lynch.
Yet should you fa ll a martyr, in your pain
Know that your blood has not been shed in 

* vain;
You’ll symbolize the triumph of your race
O’er men whose hearts are blacker than 

your face.
Mervyn Casie Chetty

Easter Monday, 1916
------------------------------  By John Black ------------------------------

Great social earthquakes are often 
preceded by smaller tremors. In 1916, one 
year before the Russian workers overthrew 
the Czar, the workers of oppressed Ireland 
struck a heroic blow at their British na­
tional oppressors in the midst of the firs t 
imperialist war in the historic Easter 
Rebellion. They proclaimed a Republic.

When the imperialist war engulfed 
Europe the labor bureaucracy of the 
Second International hastened to jump on 
the war chariots of their respective im­
perialist governments. James Connolly, 
Irish Marxist, labor organizer and inspirer 
of the Irish Socialist movement stood with 
the handful of steadfast internationalists, 
Lenin, Trotsky, Liebknecht apd Luxemburg 
to characterize the slaughter as being “ a 
war of nation against nation in the interest 
of royal freebooters and cosmopolitan 
thieves, . . .  a thing accursed.”

The war put the blight of class col­
laboration on the Socialist parties of 
Europe. But the workers of Dublin, tem­
pered in the bloody strike struggles of 
1913 set themselves the task of striking a 
blow against their English overlords and 
for the world workingclass. Connolly 
wrote: "Starting thus, Ireland may yet 
set the torch to a European conflagration 
that will not burn out until the last throne 
and the last capitalist bond and debenture 
are shrivelled on the funeral pyre of the 
last war lord.”

The greater part of the Irish nationalist 
leaders who had stood at the helm of the 
fight for independence buried the hatchet 
with the traditional enemy as soon as Eng­
land found itself at war with its German 
competitor. There was a section that 
understood that England’s difficulty was

Ireland’s opportunity but it  was Connolly 
and his Citizen’s Army that pushed the 
preparation for an uprising.

What was the Citizen’s Army which 
spearheaded the Easter Rebellion in 1916? 
During the strikes of 1913, which tied up 
the city of Dublin, Larkin and Connolly, 
leaders of the Transport Workers Union 
organized a Defense Guard of union men 
to provide protection against the bloody 
assaults of the police.

As the struggle deepened, Larkin ad­
dressed a mass meeting of the striking 
workers from the windows of Liberty 
Hall, headquarters of the Union. He told 
them that the struggle against the 
powerful forces arrayed against them, 
demanded courageous action, training and 
discipline in self defense against the class 
enemy.

I t  was at this public meeting that the 
Irish Citizen’s Army was born and a few 
days later the capitalists of Ireland and 
the British rulers saw the firs t public 
parade of the workers’ army in their_ dark 
green uniforms and slouch hats. Arms 
were acquired and training was given by 
professional m ilitary men who volunteered 
their services to the labor movement.

I t  was at the head of this army of labor 
that three years later Connolly and his 
orave associates fought their unforgettable 
battle. The Easter Rebellion, though 
drowned in blood, inspired the Irish 
masses to begin preparation for the great 
rising which won Irish independence. 
British imperialism showed that it  under­
stood the importance of Connolly even in 
defeat when i t  carried the twice-wounded 
man to the execution ground to be shot in 
the company of 14 of his fellow rebels.

V O LU M E  X X _________________________________________________________ M O N D A Y , A P R IL  2, 1956_________________________________________________________ N U M B E R  14

Westinghouse Corp. Settles
- a

STRIKERS BACK AT WESTINGHOUSE

One of the longest and most b itterly fought strikes in the 
history of the country ends as Westinghouse workers return to 
work after 156 days. Al Thomas, a picket captain is seen entering 
the same gate at the Pittsburgh plant where form erly he carried 
on picket duty.

Buffalo Strikers Pose 
Questions to Officials

BUFFALO, March 25 — Out of 40 locals represented 
on the Westing-house Conference Board two locals voted 
against the settlement : Buffalo, N. Y. and Bloomfield, N. J.
The voite o f the B u ffa lo  de legation ®- 
w a s n t w ith o u t significance. This

Sharon, Pa. Strikers 
Force Company to Back 
Down on Suspensions

UE Signs Up; 
Lester,  Pa. 
Local S till Out

By Tom Denver
N E W  YORK, March 29 —  Yes­

terday the independent United 
Electrical Workers announced 
that they had reached agreement 
with the Westinghouse Corp. on a 
contract essentially the same as 
the one agreed to by the Interna­
tional Union of Electrical W ork­
ers (A F L -C IO ) last week. One 
difference is that so fa r n o .U E  
workers have been victimized be­
cause of strike activity. I t  w ill be 
recalled that the IU E  settlement 
submitted to arbitration the cases 
of 36 workers fired by Westing- 
house fo r their m ilitant activity 
during the strike.

The s ig n in g  o f  a na tiona l agree­
m ent by U E  however has no t 
a ffected local 107 which is con­
t in u in g  its  s tr ik e  against W est- 
inghoiise a t Lester, Pa.

There the W estinghouse Corpo­
ra tion  is t r y in g  to jam  a 20% pay 
slash down the th roa ts  o f the 
6,000 members o f local 107 who 
have been m anning the p icke t line 
since Oct. 14 fo llo w in g  a company 
lockout. A lt th a t tim e  the company 
refused to operate the p la n t under 
a supplem entary agreem ent whale 
a new con tract was be ing ne­
go tia ted  and forced the w orkers 
ou t on the street.

Since then local 107 has been 
standing firm  in  the face o f a 
vigorous union - busting  a ttem pt 
by W estinghouse.

F o llo w in g  are some o f the 
weapons used in  th is  a ttem p t:

When the company attem pted 
to he ld  scabs th rough the p icket 
lines w ith  the aid o f local cops 
the resu ltan t violence led to  the 
a rre s t o f 26 s tr ik e  leaders. In  a 
s trikeb rea k ing  decision, Judge 
Sweney sentenced them  to ' an 
“ in d e fin ite ”  term . He said a f te r ­
wards, “ I ’l l  have to see how they 
com port themselves in prison  and 
l]ow  the res t o f th e . union com­
ports  its e lf.”  ;■ h :

The line in the ca p ita lis t press 
was th a t the s tr ike rs  “ deserved 
ja i l . "

In addition the capitalist dailies 
are carrying full-page ads deliber­
ately distorting the issues in the 
strike. Radio and T V  time pur­
chased by the company has 
spewed forth a union-busting line 
since the strike began.

The federal governm ent bo l­
stered W estinghouse’s “ m ora le ”  
by aw ard ing  i t  governm ent con­
trac ts  w o rth  more than $11,000,- 
000. The U.S. N avy brass also, o f­
fered “ a id  and com fo rt”  to W est­
inghouse by g ra n tin g  i t  contracts 
in excess o f $22,000,000.

When we add to th is  a scur­
rilous red -ba iting  a tta ck  by the 
f e d e r a l  governm ent directed 
aga inst the independent U E  the 
s tr ik e  o f local 107 takes on heroic 
proportions.

I t  must- also be said th a t the 
role o f the o ffic ia l leadership o f 
the A F L -C IO  in  re la tio n  to the 
independent un ion  was treacherous 
d u rin g  the W estinghouse s trike . 
IU E  president, James Carey, 
refused to en ter in to  jo in t 
negotia tions w ith  the U E  despite 
the fa c t th a t the two unions were 
con fro n tin g  a common enemy.

■However th is  did no t p revent 
I the labo r movement in the P h ila ­
de lphia area fro m  ra lly in g  to and 
supporting  local 167.

When the 26 leaders o f the UE 
were convicted and sentenced to 
“ inde fin ite  te rm s,”  a mass meet­
ing  o f more than 3,060 ran k  and 
file  un ion is ts  heard representa­
tives o f 71 A F L -C IO  unions in  the 
area b it te r ly  denounce W esting- 
house and its  supporters. W hat 
is more im p o rta n t the m eeting 
pledged support to local 107 fo r  
the du ra tion  o f the s tr ike . This 
has been fo rthco m ing  in the fo rm  
o f aid on the p icke t line  and 
financia l con tribu tions. S o m e  
locals have even “ adopted”  hard- 
h it  s tr ik e rs ’ fam ilies.

More of the same support is 
needed as long as 107 remains on 
strike. There is a grave danger 
that Westinghouse w ill follow up 
its failure to bust the national 
U E  and IU E  by attempting to 
smash local 107.

local 'has g rea t w e ig h t an the In ­
te rna tion a l Un ion on the basis o f 
its  m ilita n t tra d itio n . In  1951, i t  
engaged in a 13-week m agnificent 
Struggle ag a in s t the C orporation 
and wOn m ost o f its  demands. In 
th is  year’s s tr ike  the workers 
kept the p la n t shut as t ig h t as a 
drum . H igh  pressure e ffo r ts  o f 
forem en and supervisors to d ra ­
goon some worker’s to scab proved 
to be a complete flop . A nd th is  
in sp ite  o f hundreds i f  no t thou­
sands o f phone ca lls  to  s tr ike rs  
and th e ir  w ives.

The m il ita n t elements in. the 
local which has about 4,000 w o rk ­
ers foresaw the com ing develop­
ments and passed a m otion in ­
s tru c tin g  th e ir  delegates to vote 
against the five-year con tract 
and a percentage increase. The 
percentage increase favors the 
h igher paid w orkers a t th e , ex­
pense o f the lo w e r pa id  groups 
which aa-e tire ovc.- vAufp.r.ing ma­
jo r ity  o f the w orkers. I t  also sows 
d iv is ion and discord among the 
Workers.

To fig h t th is  company method 
o f divide and conquer, de lcga’ es 
a t the IU E  N a tiona l Convention 
mlade sure to pass reso lutions fo r  
across - .the - board increases and 
against the percentage' method. 
B ut somehow the top IU E  bureau­
crats found a w ay to get around 
the reso lu tion passed a t the Con­
vention. I t  was, there fore, w ith  
good reason th a t tihe local in ­
structed th e ir  delegates on th is  
issue as w e ll as the five-year con­
trac t.

NO M E M B E R S H IP  M E E T IN G
W hile  the local conducted its e lf  

in a splendid m anner th roughou t 
the s tr ike  and th is  made its e lf  
fe lt  a t the Conference Board and 
du rin g  negotiations w ith  the com­
pany, tihe same th in g  can’t  be said 
o f the local o f f i r  ¡ails', p a rtic u la r ly  
Ted W eirzbec, . the local presi­
dent. D u rin g  the course o f the 
entire  1'56-day s trike  he refused 
to call a membership m eeting of 
the workers. In  th is  way he s tifle d  
the in it ia t iv e  o f the members' and 
gave a fa lse im pression th a t 
ha rd ly  any s trugg le  existed in 
the key B u ffa lo  area. The rea l 
reason fo r  W eirzbec’s fa ilu re  to 
call a membership m eeting was

his fea r o f the m ilitancy  o f the 
ran k  and file.

Weirzbec called a membership 
m eeting on ly a fte r  the Conference 
Board voted fo r  the settlem ent. 
Then i t  was safe to  ca ll one. No 
actual vote could be taken a t the 
m eeting on the con tract because 
a tw o -th ird  vote o f the Conference 
Board ac tua lly  te rm ina ted  the 
s trike  and made the settlem ent 
b ind ing  on the membership.

The clause in the IU E  C onstitu ­
tion  p e rm ittin g  the Conference 
Board to te rm ina te  a s tr ik e  w ith ­
out membership approval is  un­
dem ocratic and has been opposed 
by the B u ffa lo  local and many 
others. A t  the membership meet­
in g  the local P resident was 
bombarded w ith  questions such as 
“ W hy d idn ’ t  you ca ll a m eeting 
du rin g  the s tr ik e ? ”  and “ W hat 
is the d iffe rence between the 
se ttlem ent and the o rig in a l 
proposa l?”

T H E  W ORST F E A T U R E
In the m ind c f  many o f the 

members the w o rs t fea tu re  o f the 
settlem ent was the disposition o f 
the oases o f the 36 w orkers 
o r ig in a lly  discharged. The se ttle ­
ment provided th a t each local 
would take cars o f its  own. This 
is comparable to le tt in g  each de­
pa rtm ent in a p la n t decide fo r  
itse lf on a grievance.

To m ost worker® in the B u f­
fa lo  p lan t, the W estinghouse 
Corpora tion appeared m u c h  
weaker than the union. Th is was 
made p la in  to a ll by the  eager­
ness o f the supervisors and fo re ­
men to be sup e r-frie nd ly  our firs t 
day back to w ork. They greeted 
each w ith  a handshake and a 
simile. The machines were spotless 
and in some cases were painted 
in three-tone colors. New  equip­
ment was available and old equip­
ment was repaired.

There was no crack ing down or 
words o f d iscip line to the w o rk ­
ers by the supervisors, in ­
d iv id u a lly  o r co llective ly . Th is 
was due to the fact tha t m ilita n cy  
was very h igh. In  general the 
workers feel the union made 
gains and actua lly  had the cor­
poration beat. That more was not 
won is the fa u lt o f weak leader­
ship.

By J. Wilson
Y O U N G S TO W N , March 23 —  

Local 617 of the IU E -C IO  at the 
Sharon, Pa., Westinghouse plant 
refused to follow the decision of 
the union’s Conference Board 
when it agreed to end the strike 
of the electrical workers. The 
local refused to return to work 
because the nine strikers who 
had been given indefinite sus­
pensions at the local plant were­
n’t assured that they would be 
re-hired.

Because the s tr ike rs  refused 
to re tu rn  to w ork  even though 
the p icke t lines were removed, 
the local union was able to 
force m anagem ent to m od ify  the 
com pany’s “ d is c ip lin a ry ”  action 
to the exten t th a t e igh t o f the 
nine involved w ill c a rry  suspen­
sions o f fro m  30 days to  one 
year and one s tr ik e r  wras fired 
fo r  alleged p icke t line  violence. 
The union s t i l l  is  no t satisfied 
and w il l  continue its  f ig h t to re ­
duce these penalties fu r th e r .

T h is  is the k ind  o f m ilita n c y  
th a t was developed th roughou t 
the coun try  in th is  union which 
conducted the longest s tr ik e  in 
a m a jo r in d u s try  in the las t 20 
years. A nd i t  was because o f 
th is  m ilita n cy  th a t the union go t 
as good a se ttlem ent as i t  did 
on a ll the issues th a t were in 
dispute. I t  was th is  k in d  o f un­
ionism  th a t forced the C on fe r­
ence Board and the leadership 
o f the un ion to  re jec t the federa l 
m ed ia to rs ’ proposals a few  weeks 
ago. I t  was th is  k ind  o f so lida r­
i t y  th a t convinced Westdngihousc 
th a t i t  could not b reak the union 
in  th is  s trike .

T H E  TW O  ISSUES
The s tr ik e  was caused over 

tw o  issues. One w a s . ,wage£ , and 
the o ther was the m a tte r "of tim e 
studies. No o ther issues were 
negotiab le according to the 1954 
contract. B u t the compianiy w ish ­
ed to lake the union on and de­
cided to break the 1954 contract. 
I t  insisted th a t the con tract be 
reopened and made in to  a five- 
year con tract, c la im ing  th a t i t  
had to  have th is  because its  
com petito r, General E le c tric , a l­
so had a five-year agreement.

On the m a tte r o f wages, the 
company countered the 15 cent 
demand o f the union w ith  a 
package o f fe r  o f 24 cents fo r  
the next five years. On the m a t­
te r  o f tim e  studies, management 
insisted th a t i t  had the sole 
r ig h t  to determ ine the tim e- 
study problem  and could not 
delegate any o f th is  r ig h t  to  the 
union.

The agreement compromised 
most of the differences. The 
company got its five-year con­
tract with the modification that 
in 1957 the contract can be re­
opened on non-economic issues, 
and in 1958, it can be reopened 
for supplemental wage payment 
clauses similar to the G AW . On 
a local level, the contract can 
be reopened with the right to 
strike on wages. (This is not 
much of a concession since huge 
corporations can lick the union 
in these one-at-a-time fights.)

On the much disputed tim e- 
s tudy problem , the C orpo ra tion  
agreed that, i t  would no t pu t 
over 1,600 on production stand­
ards, outside o f B u ffa lo , whereas 
o r ig in a lly  W estinghouse insisted 
th a t a ll o f its  20,000 could be 
so covered. -In addition, the Cor­
po ra tion  agreed not to change 
conditions o f w o rk  as to stand­
ards and c lassifications, w ith o u t 
the union having some voice.

On wages, the union and the 
company agreed to a wage pack-

age under which the w orkers  
would receive a t least a five- 
cent-an-hour ra ise each year, 
and th a t the raises would be 
about 3 r/o per year.

As fo r  the d isposition o f the 
fired  93 w orkers, m anagem ent 
agreed to  take back 57 im m edi­
a te ly  and wanted to have the 
rem a in ing  36 cases o f fired  
w orkers processed th rou gh  g riev ­
ance procedure w ith  a rb itra t io n . 
The union insisted th a t the y  
should no t be discharged so they 
were suspended in de fin ite ly . A t  
the Sharon p la n t even these in ­
defin ite  suspensions were reduc­
ed.

A B IT T E R  W A R
The s tr ik e  fro m  the beg inn ing  

became a b itte r  w a r o f a t t r it io n .  
The company, one o f the f ir s t  
m a jo r companies to t r y  i t ,  s ta r t ­
ed a back-to -w ork  m ovem ent it t  
December, about tw o m onths a f ­
te r the s tr ik e  began. The union, 
on its  side, received financ ia l a id  
fro m  the labo r movem ent and 
the C orpora tion  received the cus­
tom ary  support fro m  the govern­
m ent and o ther corporations. 
B u t the labo r movement, because 
o f its  t im id  leadership, refused 
to g ive more m il ita n t  support 
th a t would have helped to short? 
en the s trike . The mere m ention 
o f a one-day sym pathy s tr ik e  .by 
the res t o f the CIO in Columbus 
te rro rized  the labo r bureaucrats. 
B u t i t  was ju s t such action  th a t 
was necessary to  aid the strike,, 
R a ther than do tha t, the leader? 
were appealing to the c a p ita lis t 
po litic ians  and to  the stockhold­
ers, as i f  they w ou ld  he lp  to 
w in  the s tr ik e  fo r  them.

Past policies o f the union o f­
fic ia ls  also weakened the , s tr ike . 
The union leadership p rev ious ly  
agreed to  incentive plans —  de­
vised fo r  speed-up purposes. The 
union fo u g h t fo r  h igh e r incen­
tives and the h o u rly  wage ra te  
as a resu lt rem ained re la tiv e ly  
low. Now when the C orpora tion  
wanted to remove m any w orkers 
fro m  the incentive plan, t n f  
w orkers would have taken & 
g re a t cu t in take-home pay.

The union bureaucrats fu r th ­
ermore helped the w itch  hunters 
penetra te the union and s p lit the 
ranks. T h is  crim e aga inst un ion 
democracy and s o lid a rity  consid­
erably weakened the f ig h tin g  
power o f the union.

The s tr ik e  a t W estinghouse 
was o ften  term ed the f irs t  au to­
m ation s tr ik e  because the tim e - 
study problem  was the d irec t re ­
s u lt o f new autom ated devices 
used a t the p lants. A t  the P itts ­
burgh p lan t alone there has been 
so much au tom ation  ins ta lled  
th a t a w o rke r has to  have 13 
years sen io rity  to even hold a 
job in the p lan t. B u t the se ttle ­
m ent did no t provide fo r  f u l l  
so lu tion o f the au tom ation p rob­
lem. The f ig h t fo r  more incen­
tiv e  plans is  in  tihe opposite d i­
rection. T h is  brings on m ore 
speed-up and not less. The c a ll 
fo r  a sho rte r w o rk ing  week w ith  
no loss in take-home pay w ould 
have been a more rea lis tic  an­
swer to  the autom ation problem -

The W estinghouse w orkers 
again dem onstrated tha t these 
corpora tions cannot break the  
pow erfu l labor movement in  th is  
coun try  w ith o u t a te r r if ic  s tru g ­
g le ; they have dem onstrated 
th a t even w ith  a weak leader­
ship they w il l  not be defeated. 
But they have also dem onstrated 
what a te rr ib le  price —  five  and 
a h a lf m onths o f s tr ik e  to  ga in  
so l i t t le — the w orkers have to  
pay fo r  the false and weak lead­
ersh ip o f the labor movement.


