
Heirs o f Dictator 
Score Stalin Cult 
In Soviet Union

By Joseph Hansen
The most widely publicized feature of the Twentieth 

Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 
which opened Feb. 14 in Moscow, was the attack on Stalin.
Some com m entators on Soviet.®----------------------------------------------------
a ffa irs  w ill no doubt take the 
s tr ic tu re s  levelled a t the cu lt 
o f S ta lin  as fresh  evidence o f 
the “ se lf re fo rm ’’ o f the bureau­
cracy and o f a “ tha w ”  in the 
to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip  th a t has 
gripped the Soviet U n ion since 
the la te  Generalissimo usurped 
power.

I f  the speeches o f the Moscow 
clique, p a rtic u la r ly  the seven- 
hour ora tion  o f Khrushchev on 
the opening day, were to be 
taken a t face value such lu llin g  
conclusions, no doubt, would fo l­
low. Moreover, i t  m ust be con­
ceded th a t the spokesmen a t the 
Congress qu ite  ev iden tly  in tend ­
ed th a t the suspicious Soviet 
masses should take the speeches 
exactly  a t face value and give 
up w hatever opposition they 
ha rbo r against S ta lin ’s heirs.

However, i f  we consider the 
Congress in  the con text o f class 
re la tions in the Soviet Union, 
the a ttack  on S ta lin  acquires 
qu ite  a d iffe re n t m eaning. I t  is

s im p ly  p a rt o f a calculated e f 
fo r t  by the he irs  o f the d ic ta to r 
to consolidate th e ir  own d ic ta to r­
ship and assure con tinuation  of 
the police reg im e they helped 
S ta lin  impose on the Soviet peo 
pie.

The main audience whom 
Khrushchev addressed was the 
pa ras itic  ru lin g  caste its e lf. Be­
fo re  the delegates representing

Next Week:
“Meaning of the New Turn in the 

Soviet Union.”

the m illio ns  o f bureaucrats the 
F irs t Secretary o f the Centra l 
Com m ittee emphasized the ac­
com plishm ents o f the new regime 
since the death o f the d ic ta to r.

“ The in te rna l s itua tion  in the 
USSR d u rin g  the period under 
rev iew ,”  he said, “ fea tu red  a 
steady g row th  o f a ll branches 
o f social production, a fu r th e r  

(Continued on page 3)

Out of the Horse’s Mouth --
South V ietnam  is  typ ica l o f 

the “ free w o rld ”  which the b i­
pa rtisan  B ig  Business ru lin g  
clique in W ashington asks us 
to defend. Puppet N g o  D iem ’s 
reg im e is described as fo llow s 
in  a Feb. 11 dispatch from  
Saigon to  the New Y ork  
T im es:
RO LE O F P A R L IA M E N T  —

“ E lections w i l l  be held!M arch 
4 fo r  a N a tiona l Assembly to 
approve a constitu tion . Bull the 
President w i l l  p lay a key ro le 
in d raw ing  the constitu tion . I f  
the 123-man N a tiona l Assem bly 
cannot agree w ith  t)he P resi­
dent,, i t  w i l l  be dissolved. . . . 
The ro le  o f the P arliam ent w ill 
be subord inate.”
FR E E D O M  OF PRESS —

“ The press is subject to 
rigorous censorship. O pposition 
.polntioians fe a r to  speak fre e ly

in public, . . . In  general i t  is 
fe lt  th a t the press censorship 
in South V ie tnam  is la rge ly  
unnecessary and unhealthy. 
Even the names o f Opposition 
leaders, i t  seems, are not 
allowed to appear i'n the V ie t­
namese press, regardless o f the 
context in w h ich  th e ir  names 
are presented.”

D U E  PROCESS OF LA W  —
“ M any persons suspected o f 

Com m unist subversion have 
been arrested recently . The 
figu re  usu a lly  given is 8,000. 
In  some eases a t least, there 
are ind ica tions th a t the arrests 
were made on insubstantia l 
evidence. . . . Arresits are made 
here in the m iddle o f the n ig h t 
on f lim s y  evidence; le tte rs  are 
steamed open and personal 
m ail read; b ru ta li ty  toward 
prisoners is not unknown.”

O il fo r  the Lam ps o f Congress

Howard B. Keck ( r ig h t ) ,  president o f the S uperior O il Co. 
o f C a lif., cla im s $2.500 packages o f h is “ personal funds”  fo r  
various GOP figures were on ly  “ g ifts .”  Sen. F rancis Case 
(R-So. D ak), who turned down one o f the hand-outs, charged 
tha t it was a bribe to  in fluence him  to vote fo r  the na tu ra l gas 
steal. E lm er Patm an ( le f t ) ,  a tto rney  fo r  the generous dealer 
in o il, testified  in  a Senate probe.

ECLC Hits Harriman 
On Job Witch-Hunt Bill

Charging that Governor Harriman and the New York 
legislature employed a “ double-standard” in their attitude 
toward state officials and employes, the Emergency Civil 
L ibe rties  Com m ittee urged this®-
week th a t pub lic  hearings be 
held on the so-called State Se­
c u r ity  R isk Law . The measure 
is being considered fo r  re-enact­
m ent w ith  H a rr im a n ’s recom­
mendation.

Accord ing to C la rk  Foreman, 
ECLC d irector, more than 100 
c iv il service employes have been 
suspended or discharged under 
provisions o f the act, w ithou t 
hearings and w ithou t knowledge 
o f the charges lodged against 
them.

“ C iv il servants have as much 
r ig h t  to the pro tection of the 
F if th  Am endm ent as you r co l­
league B r it t in g  who invoked i t  
in  the S u ffo lk  County investiga- 
fcoin [o f  finances],”  said F ore ­
man in a te legram  to Assem bly 
m a jo r ity  leader Joseph F. Car- 
lino and m in o rity  leader Eugene 
F. Bannigan. “ U rge  public bear­
ings on Assem bly In tro d u c to ry  
885. The B il l o f R ights should 
app ly to a ll a like , p a rtic u la r ly  
the due process clause.”

In  a w ire  to H a rrim an , Fore­
man rem inded the Governor th a t 
in  the past he had defended In ­
d u s tria l Com m issioner Isadore

Lub in  aga inst charges o f le ft-  
w ing  associations. “ P rotection 
you invoked fo r  you r Com m is­
sioner Lub in  should ap p ly  equal­
ly to o ther c iv il servants,”  said 
Forem an. “ A n y  governm ent em­
ployee is en titled  to due process 
o f law .”

H a rrim a n  had o r ig in a lly  an­
nounced th a t he would ask the 
Leg is la tu re  to enact a pe rm a­
nent “ secu rity  r is k ”  measure to 
replace the present act, which 
was f irs t  passed in 1951 du rin g  
the Korean W ar and re-enacted 
each year w ith o u t pub lic  hear­
ings and w ith  l i t t le  o r no de­
bate In the Leg is la ture .

Besides the ECLC, the State 
A F I.-C IO . Am erican C iv il L ib  
erties Union and Am ericans fo r 
Dem ocratic A ction  are fig h tin g  
against repassage o f the law 
Instead o f ju n k in g  the law’ H a r­
rim an has announced th a t he 
w ill name a commission to study 
the measure and A tto rn e y  Gen­
eral Jav its  has subm itted amend 
ments to  the Le g is la tu re  said to 
provide certa in  safeguards to 
c iv il libe rtie s  and cons titu tiona l 
r igh ts .

Alabama Arrests 
Negro Leaders
Of Boycott Fight

1 -------------------

Anti-Union 
Law Used 
By Racists

Kutcher Hailed 
At N.Y. Rally

By Herman Chauka

Lines of Jobless Grow 
As Axe Hits Auto Again

By William Bundy
Unem ploym ent lines in D e tro it 

and o ther a ilto  centers grew 
much longer th is  week as the 
num ber o f auto w orkers la id 
o f f  topped 70,000. T h is  is 107c 
o f the U A W  auto membership 
according to the Feb. 16 M ic h i­
gan CIO News.

A ll C hrys ler p lan ts in  D e tro it 
a rc  c u ttin g  back to one s h ift  and 
la y in g  o f f  1,000 w orkers Feb. 27. 
Th is b rings the C hrys le r to ta l to 
38,300 according to union re­
ports. General M otors has la id 
o f f  12,000. iS tudebaker-Packard 
9,400, F o ld  9,000, and Am erican 
M otors 2,000.

S o m e  autom otive in du s try  
au tho ritie s  exp la in  the present 
lag  as due to a re tu rn  to  ‘sea­
sonal fa c to rs ’ th a t have been 
absent d u rin g  the post-w ar pe­
riod gene ra lly ,”  says a Feb. 18 
Associated Press dispatch.

The economic facts o f li fe  un­
der cap ita lism  —  w ar boom or 
bust— are once again being made 
p a in fu lly  clear. T h is  is not, how­
ever. the f irs t  tim e since the end 
o f W orld  W ar I I  tha t these 
sym ptom s have appeared.

I t  happened tw ice  before, in 
1949-50 and in 1954 when mass 
la yo ffs  s p r e a d  from  auto 
th roughou t the en tire  economy, 
and unem ploym ent exceeded five 
m illion .

O N C E  A G A IN ?
We m ay be s ta r t in g  another 

such slide now. B ig  Business ex­
perts are ho ld ing th e ir  breaths 
u n til the sp ring  sales figures 
come in.

In  each o f the two previous 
slumps the enforced idleness o f 
m illions was matched by the en­
forced speed-up o f those le ft  in 
the p lants. The ground lost in 
conditions on the be lt line  has 
never been regained.

In  in d u s try  in  general and in 
auto in p a rtic u la r, the union bu­
reaucracy fa iled  to defend living- 
standards and w o rk in g  condi­
tions du ring  the slumps.

The “ labo r statesm en”  s im p ly 
waited fo r  w a r spending, ami 
over-extension o f c red it to s ta rt 
a new upward sp ira l o f economic 
a c tiv ity , and pu t o f f  the prob­
lem o f speed-up u n til “ la te r.”

Once again, despite “ re form  
o f cap ita lism ”  plans, the auto 
w orkers arc caught w ithout, e f­
fective  protection.

R euther’s Supplem entary U n ­
em ploym ent Benefit plan does 
not go in to  e ffect u n til June. 
Even then i t  w i l l  provide aid to 
on ly some o f the w orkers la id 
o ff ,  and not much aid, a t tha t. 
The companies w ill not have to 
assume any more resp on s ib ility  
than paym ent o f the five cents 
an hour which the plan is cost­
in g  them  now. This is no t go ing 
to deter w idespread la yo ffs . 
R euther’s h ig h ly  touted plan to 
prevent la y o ffs  is hav ing  abso­
lu te ly  no e ffec t when la y o ffs  are 
actua lly  h itt in g .

W hat about the shorte r w'ork 
week —  the most p ractica l and 
e ffec tive  weapon againsfr-toyw ffs 
and speed up? Reuther’s record 
on th is  is not som eth ing he can 
boast about.

A t  the 1953 convention the 
Reuther machine pushed through 
a reso lu tion whose cen tra l sec­
tion  reads: “ Resolved: 1. T ha t 
th is  convention re jects and re ­
pudiates the demand fo r  a 30- 
hour week w ith  40-hours pay at 
th is  tim e as a p o lit ic a lly  inspired 
m aneuver th a t is unsound and 
im practica l, d iv is ive  o f the U n ­
ion, a service to the to ta lita r ia n  
aggressors in the K re m lin  . . . ”

However, the po pu la rity  o f 
the 30->for-40 demand forced Reu­
the r to retreat.. A t  the 1955 con­
vention he decided to g ive i t  lip  
service. He supported the reso lu­
tion  " th a t  th is  Convention en­
dorses the recommendation of 
the Economic and Collective B a r­
g a in ing  Conference to place the 
w inn ing  o f the sho rte r w ork 
week at the top o f our U n ion ’s 
collective ba rga in ing  agenda a f ­
te r the G AW  has been achieved.”

The G AW  proved to be not a 
Guaranteed Annua l Wage bu t a

Standard Oil's 
'Free World'

Eugene Holm an, chairm an of 
the board o f d irectors o f Crusade 
fo r  Freedom w ill take tim e out 
from  bis dtltiics as cha irm an o f 
the board o f Standard O il o f New 
Jersey to campaign fo r  funds fo r  
the Crusade. Standard O il w ill 
con tribu te  $250,000. The Crusade 
lis ts  Saudi A rab ia  where chatte l 
slavery is widespread and where 
Standard O il enjoys m a jo r o il 
concessions as pa rt o f the “ free 
w o rld .”

Supplem entary U n e r u p  loym ent 
Benefit, p lan and r ig h t  now when 
the wofe 'e fs need a sho rte r'W ork 
week to spread the available 
jobs a t no loss in pay, they are 
lied  to a con tract th a t does not 
include th is  insurance measure.

The net resu lt o f Reuther’s 
policies since he took over the 
U A W  has been to prevent the 
auto workers from  using e ffec­
tive  weapons against la yo ffs  and 
the speed-up, w h ile  covering 
h im se lf w ith  m ilita n t ta lk  and 
sugary “ plans.”

Westinghouse Strike 
Goes into Fifth Month

By Art Sharon
NEW YORK, Feb. 20 — Now going into its fifth  

month, the strike of 55,000 Westinghouse workers has 
become the longest industrial strike since World War II.

N egotia tions have broken down-®
over the key issue o f “ tim e  
standards.”  The 'Westinghouse 
C orporation has refused to  com­
prom ise o.n its  r ig h t  to increase 
the speed-up, reduce Wages and 
sli in itia te  jobs.

B u t a ll its  e ffo r ts  to  date to 
break the s tr ik e  by a “ back to  
w ork  movem ent”  and system atic 
police violence have fa iled  to 
puncture the m il ita n t  f ro n t o f 
IU E  and U E  p ickets a t the gates 
of 40 W estinghouse plants.

The s p ir it  and morale o f the 
dtpikers is a t a h igh  level. Two 
m illio n  do llars have been c o n tr i­
buted to the W estinghouse s tr ike  
fund by A F L -C IO  unions and 
the New Y ork  A F I,-O K ) is now 
ra is in g  another m illio n . A t  its  
M ia m i Beach m eeting the top

NEW YORK, Feb. 18 — “ I didn’t go around looking 
for trouble wtih the government agencies. They sought 
me out. . . I  decided to figh t back because I felt it  was my
du ty , no t m ere ly as a socia lis t,® ------------------------------------------------------

sion,”  he said, “ you would have 
to be an unemployed, phys ica lly  
handicapped w o rke r, smeared as 
d is loya l and lo ok in g  des titu tion  
in the face.”

“ B u t I am g ra te fu l,”  K u tcher 
to ld the audience, “ not to  the 
board, but to  people lik e  you, 
and a ll the unions, N egro  o r­
ganizations, re lig ious and civ ic 
groups, and a ll the lib e ra l news­
papers, p a rtic u la r ly  the N. Y. 
Post, which forced the C om m it­
tee on F o rfe itu re s  to g ru dg ing ly  
restore m y pension.”

H it t in g  back a t the charges o f 
faceless i n f o r m e r  s levelled 
against h im  a t the V A  pension 
hearing which described him  as 
saying th a t the governm ent took 
h a lf the w o rk e r’s earn ing away 
in taxes and th a t the govern­
ment was composed o f “ crooks 
and cheats”  who “ should be 
k ille d ,”  K u tcher b r ie fly  ou tlined 
his socia lis t views.

He expla ined: “ Take the taxes 
fo r example. I th in k  th a t taxes 
are h igh and th a t a d isp ropor­
tionate load is borne by the low ­
er income brackets. B u t the ta x  
issue has always been secondary 
fo r  socia lists who instead keep 
ham m ering aw ay on the po int 
tha t perhaps h a lf o f w ha t a 
w orker produces in  the fo rm  o f 
surp lus value is taken away, not 
by the governm ent, but by the 
em ployer. T h is  is the corner­
stone o f socia lis t economics, the 
theory o f surp lus value.”

Denouncing the charge o f fa ­
vo ring  “ k il l in g , ”  the legless vet 
a n g r ily  declared, “ I  saw too 
much k il l in g  in A fr ic a , in  S ic ily  
and in Ita ly . I hated i t  then and 
I hate it  now, and I consider i t  
the fou lest and lowest slander 
on me as a person to say th a t I 
urged k il l in g .”

C a lling  on those present “ to 
figh t every sing le  v io la tio n  of 
cons titu tiona l libe rtie s ,”  K u tche r 
solidarized h im se lf w ith  the e f­
fo rts  to w in  restora tion  o f the 
d is a b ility  pensions o f Saul W e ll­
man and Robert Thompson which 
have been ille g a lly  taken from  
them because o f th e ir  Com m un­
is t P a rty  membership.

S T A N D IN G  O V A T IO N  
The audience extended a stand­

ing  ovation to th is  outstanding 
c iv il libe rties  f ig h te r as he con­
cluded w ith  w arm  thanks to the 
K u tcher C iv il R igh ts  Com m ittee 
which sponsored the m eeting, his 
a tto rney , Joseph L. Rauh, and to 
the audience itse lf.

M r. B irkhead who trave lled  
fro m  W ashington fo r  the m eet­
ing, commended those present as 
sta lw art, defenders o f c iv il l ib ­
erties and suggested "a  good 
conduct medal fo r  you r b rav ing  
the kind o f w eather we have to-

(Continued on page 2)

but as one who believes in  the 
B ill o f R igh ts .”  T h is  moving 
declaration evoked an ou tburs t 
o f applause las t n ig h t as James 
K u tch e r addressed a m eeting of 
about two hundred people here 
in support o f his f ig h t to w in  
back the Veterans A d m in is tra ­
tion  job fro m  which he was fired 
in 1948 because o f his Socialist 
W orkers p a r ly  membership. The 
m eeting also heard N .Y . Post 
E d ito r James A. W echsler and 
Kenneth M. B irkhead, N ational 
Executive D irec to r o f the A m e ri­
can Veterans Com m ittee.

E xp la in in g  th a t one o f the 
charges levelled against him  in 
the governm ent’s recent unsuc­
cessful attem pt, to cu t o f f  his 
pension was tha t he had pub lic ly  
critic ized  the V A , the legless 
veteran to ld  the m ee ting : “ I t  
m ay well be th a t there is some 
representative o f the lo y a lty  
program  present here ton igh t 
ta k in g  down w ha t i  say as evi­
dence to be used a year o r two 
from  now in some proceeding 
aga inst me. I f  there is, a ll 1 ask 
is th a t he please get m y sta te­
ments s tra ig h t because I -am not- 
ashamed o f an y th in g  I  have said 
or am about to say.

D O N ’T  S A Y  I ’M U N G R A T E F U L
“ A lso please do not pu t down 

th a t I am u n g ra te fu l,”  he added, 
“ because I  don’t  w a n t to get in ­
to any worse d iff ic u lt ie s  w ith  
the Veterans A d m in is tra tio n — i f  
th a t is possible— than 1 am now.

“ I  th in k , to understand how 
g ra te fu l I was to keep my pen-

council o f the A FL-G IO  passed a 
reso lu tion ca lling  upon -ail its  
a ffilia tes , local unions and m em ­
bers to support the s tr ike  “ gen­
erously and fre q u e n tly .”

The reso lu tion, w h ile  tak in g  
note o f the seriousness o f the 
s trike , did not go beyond routine 
support. A  reso lu tion o f th is  type 
makes i t  easier to collect dona­
tions from  various a ffilia te s  o f 
the A F L -C IO , b u t i t  fall's sho rt 
o f the expectations th a t the 
s tr ike rs  and w orkers everywhere 
had o f more e ffec tive  action by 
the A F L -C IO  leaders.

The Ohio In d u s tr ia l Union 
Council had called upon the A F L - 
CIO executive council to in it ia te  
a nationw ide consumers’ boycott 
o f W estinghouse products.

By Harry Ring 
FEB. 22 —  Deputy sheriffs 

moved into the Negro com­
munity of Montgomery, Ala., 
today to  a rre s t 115 leaders and 
supporters o f the an ti-J im  Crow 
bus boycott in  th a t c ity . Am ong 
the f irs t  arrested was the Rev. 
Ralph D. A berna thy, one o f the 
ch ie f leaders o f the 80-day old 
boycott movement.

W arran ts  fior the a rres ts  were 
issued a fte r  a M on tgom ery Coun­
ty  grand ju ry  indicted the boycott 
m ovem ent under an an ti - union 
state law  which declares ille g a l a 
“ conspiracy, com bination o r agree­
m ent to in te rfe re  w ith  o r h inder 
business.”  The law  provides fo r  
fines up to $1,000 and ja i l  sen­
tences up to s ix  months. Asked i f  
he expected troub le  m aking the 
wholesale arrests, S h e r if f  B u tle r 
ourhly declared, “ T hat's  up to 
them .”  The t r ia l o f the boycott 
leaders is set fo r  M aroh 16. They 
arc now a t lib e r ty  on $300 ba il 
each.

The 100% e ffec tive  bus boycott 
which began Dec. 5 was o r ig in a lly  
Intended as a one-day p ro tes t 
dem onstra tion o f the 42,000-mem­
ber N egro com m unity  aga inst the 
a rre s t -and fin in g  o f M rs. Rosa 
Barks fo r  re fus ing  to  g ive up her 
seat to  a w h ite  passenger as 
required by  the “ f le x ib le ”  segre­
gated setup on the buses. The 
in s p ir in g  support given by the 
N egro com m unity to the. demon­
s tra tio n  converted i t  in to  the 
present movement, organized in  
the M ontgom ery Im provem ent 
Association, to w in correction o f 
the w o rs t o f the abuses suffe red 
by the Negroes on the J im  Crow 
buses.

“ STOP P U S S Y FO O T IN G ”
The cu rre n t assault on the N e­

gro people o f M ontgom ery comes 
as a c lim ax to a campaign o f in ­
tim ida tion , coercion and violence 
levelled against them in a savage 
e f fo r t  to break the boycott move­
ment. The cam paign was sparked 

(C ontinued on page 2)

A U T H E R IN E  LU C Y

Have You Had Your Daily Dose o f Poison ?
Bv Ileba Aubrey

Recently I haven’t been able 
to b rin g  m yse lf to buy lettuce 
even though I ’m tem pted every 
tim e 1 see how crisp and garden 
fresh it  looks.

1 keep th in k in g  o f the 30,810 
heads “ contam inated w ith  en- 
d rin , a complex naphthalene com­
pound,”  seized a few  weeks ago 
by the Federal Food and D rug  
A dm in is tra tion . The contam ina­
tion  wasn’t accidental. E nd rin  is 
a spray used in the fields to 
ward o f f  insects w ith  a taste fo r  
le ttuce like  mine.

This “ Super C h ie f Brand”  le t­
tuce, grow n in E l Centro, C a lif., 
was shipped by the Great A t la n ­
t ic  and Pacific Tea Co. to its  
A & P  Food Stores in the New 
Y o rk  C ity  area. There ju s t h a p ­
pened to be enough endrin to 
scare someone who noticed i t  in 
tra n s it across state lines.

Kenneth R. Lenn ing ton, ch ie f 
inspector o f the F D A , expla ined 
to the N .Y . T im es th a t “ human 
to lerance”  fo r  th is  poisonous in ­
secticide is not known. “ There 
has no t been enough c lin ica l 
work ye t to ascerta in the fu ll 
p ic tu re .”  B u t, “ We know sm all 
quan tities  o f endrin can l e qu ite 
tox ic .”

Only because the “ con tam ina t­
ed”  lettuce was “ shipped across 
state lines" was i t  seized, the re ­
by saving New Y orkers from  
fu rth e r in g  the “ c lin ica l w o rk ”  
necessary to ascerta in the fu ll 
p ic ture o f “ human tolerance”  fo r  
th is  deadly insect k ille r . But how 
about the people o f C a lifo rn ia  
who w ill eat the le ttuce le ft be­
hind? How much endrin can 
they to le ra te  as pa rt o f the 
dressing in the ir salad bowls?

The le ttuce seized in New Y ork  
is no t an isolated ease. Today

m ost crops arc sprayed w ith  
D D T or s im ila r deadly chemicals 
needed to keep insect pests fro m  
c u ttin g  in to  fa rm  pro fits . I f  
crops m ust be reduced, i t  is done 
“ p ro p e rly ”  w ith  governm ent sub­
sidies and fu l l  p u b lic ity  about 
unsaleable surpluses.

B ut why are -such poisonous 
chemicals sprayed on crops be­
fore fu l l  c lin ica l w ork has de ter­
mined th e ir  effect, on the human 
beings who eat the crops?

The fa c t is th a t tests are be­
ing made and you and I happen 
to be the guinea pigs.

The g ian t chemical corpora­
tions as much as adm itted th is 
when, at a Congressional hear­
ing, they said th rough th e ir 
spokesman. D r. W . M. Hoskins, 
Professor o f Entom ology, A g r i­
c u ltu ra l E xperim ent S t a t i o n ,  
Berkeley, C a lif., th a t “ rea lly  un­
challengeable data can be ob-

tained on ly  by long-continued 
and extensive tests on humans”  
and that th is  “ is a lready being 
done, in  an unplanned way, w ith  
every new a g ric u ltu ra l chem ical.”

In o ther words, som ething new 
has been placed in the shopping 
bag you c a rry  ou t o f the grocery 
store and butcher shop —  sm all 
samples of poisons. The pesticide 
companies figu re  (he quan tities  
are so sm all that. most, people 
won’t  even get. sick — at least 
not ve ry  sick —- fro m  a few  
doses. But they don’t  know what 
happens as the poisons bu ild  up 
in you r system. They expect to 
find out, however, as tim e goes 
on and the consumers are turned 
in to  s ta tis tics .

A lready a few  facts  are known.

D D T T A K E S  IT S  T O L L
A new book, O ur D a ily  Poison,

by Leonard W iekenden, chemist

and fe llow  o f the A m erican In ­
s titu te  o f Chemists, indicates 
how in ju s t  the past few  years 
the Am erican public has come to 
live  in a w orld  o f k itchen and 
d in in g  room poisons.

F o r instance, the Journa l o f 
the A m erican Medical Associa­
tion  o f M arch 10, 1951, reported 
th a t a 30-year-old fa rm e r, ap­
pa ren tly  in good health, “ sprayed 
has barn w ith  D D T  and lim e. 
The operation required close con­
tact w ith  the spray fo r  approx­
im a te ly  one week. Then the 
pa tien t noticed bleeding gums', 
sore th ro a t and spots on his 
tongue and over the rest o f h is 
body . . .”  He was hospita lized 
buit died “ tw o weeks a fte r  the 
f irs t  exposure.”  Eleven other “ ac­
cidenta l fa ta lit ie s  from  DD T 
po isoning”  were lis ted in  the 
same artic le .

(Continued on page 4)
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Heinrich Hei ne 
Centennial

By Trent Hutter
Germany’s greatest lyric poet following Goethe and 

one of mankind’s outstanding revolutionary writers died 
in Paris one hundred years ago on Feb. 17, 1856.

H e in rich  Heine was born in 
Duesseldorf in  the Rhineland 
Dec. 13, 1797 and g rew  up un­
der the ru le  o f Napoleon, wihich 
was lib e ra tin g  in Germ any. The 
he ritage  o f the French Revolu­
tio n , his Jew ish background, the 
German Rom anticism  o f the 
e a rly  19th cen tu ry  considerably 
influenced Heine.

H is r ic h  uncle Salomon Heine 
in  H am burg wanted to  set h im  
up in  business; bu t the young 
m an’s incapac ity  as a business­
m an was too obvious; and so he 
was pe rm itted  to study law. A t 
the U n ive rs ities  o f Bonn, Goet­
ting en  and B e rlin  he m et some 
o f the m ost enlightened s p ir its  
o f his tim e. In  B e rlin  he be­
came a pup il o f Hegel.

In  1825 he embraced the P ro ­
tes tan t fa ith , hoping th is  would 
fa c il ita te  an o ff ic ia l career; bu t 
la te r he reg re tted  the opportun­
is t ic  step; and h is expectations 
concerning a u n ive rs ity  post 
faded when the B avarian C le ric ­
als opposed his becoming a pro- 
feso r in  M unich.

F rom  the beginn ing Heine the 
poet was no t content w ith  mere 
rom antic  m elancholy; and un like  
o the r rom antics he did not g lo r­
i f y  the M iddle Ages. Instead o f 
t r y in g  to  escape in to  an idea l­
ized feudalism  he attacked and 
rid icu led  the reac tiona ry  forces 
o f na rrow -m inded despotism and 
b ig o try  and defended the ideas 
o f the French R evolution and the 
m em ory o f Napoleon who had 
driven out the W est German 
princes.

W E LC O M E D  R E V O L U T IO N
He welcomed the P aris  Ju ly  

R evolution o f 1830; and in  1831, 
a f te r  a w a rn in g  from  the m ig h ty  
Prince M ettern ieh, Europe’s lead­
in g  reactionary  statesman be­
fo re  1848, the poet v o lu n ta r ily  
em igrated to France, since he 
did no t fee l safe in Germany 
any more. In  1835 his w r itin g s  
were te m p o ra rily  banned in  the 
German Confederation.

Heine blended rom antic  sen ti­
ment, fo lk lo re , sa tire  and hum or.
He challenged a ll the p rov inc ia l- 
is t,  chauvin is tic , in to le ra n t cu r­

rents in German in te llec tua l life . 
A nd German reactionaries, from  
Catholic conservatives to 20th 
c e n t u r y  fasc is t racists, have 
never pardoned the cosmopolitan 
non-conform ist and advocate of 
Franco - German understanding. 
Y e t his ba llad “ The Lo re le i”  be­
came pa rt o f German fo lk lo re .

Heine lived w ith  and la te r m a r­
ried  M ath ilde  M ira t, a Parisian 
w ork ing-c lass g ir l.  He badly 
needed money fo r  th e ir  house­
hold and was obliged to accept a 
pension from  the G uizot govern­
ment. H is  enemies reproached 
h im  w ith  be ing on the p a y ro ll of 
the French cabinet; b u t the 
same pension was g ranted to 
every p ro m in e n t, refugee, and 
there were no s tr in g s  attached 
In  fa c t, Heine never fe lt  obliged 
to abstain fro m  c r it ic is in g  the 
governm ent.

In  1843 he m et K a r l M arx  
F rie n d ly  re la tions soon develop 
ed between the tw o in te llec tua l 
g ian ts. H a v in g  tu rned away fro m  
bourgeois libe ra lism  and hav ing  
passed th rough  a stage o f Sa in t- 
S im onian u t o p i a n  socialism, 
Heine increas ing ly  rea lized un­
der the in fluence o f M arx  th a t 
a socia lis t society could be cre­
ated on ly th rou gh  p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion .

The la s t e igh t years o f his 
l i fe  were overshadowed by con­
s tan t illness. A  spine disease 
forced h im  to stay in bed; bu t 
his s p ir it  was unbroken and he 
continued to w ork. H is  m arked 
re tu rn  to Judaism  did not spell 
renunciation o f h is socia list 
ideas. I t  was more the proud a f ­
firm a tio n  o f be longing to a m in ­
o r ity  th a t represented an age-old 
s p ir itu a l tra d itio n  and th a t was 
the ta rg e t o f b igo ts and chauvin­
ists. H e in rich  Heine never cap­
itu la ted  to  the la tte r. He never 
ceased to f ig h t fo r  m ankind.

What Role W ill Left Wing Play 
In Building Labor’s Own Party?

The Federal Governm ent w ill 
spend ten tim es as much money 
in 1956-57 s tockp ilin g  a im s than 
on na tu ra l d isaster insurance, 
leans and re lie f. Budget figures 
ca ll fo r  S378 m illio n  and $32 m il­
lion  respective ly.

By Murry Weiss ®
I t  would be a m istake to  as­

sume tha t the labor bureaucracy 
as a whole, o r an im p o rtan t sec­
tion  o f it ,  is incapable o f head­
ing  up a Labor P a rty  in  the 
U.S. provided i t  became convinc­
ed tha t the movement towards 
the fo rm a tio n  o f such a pa rty  
could no longer be thw arted.

I t  is true  th a t the present a l­
liance o f the labo r o ff ic ia ls  w ith  
the Dem ocratic P a rty  is deep- 
rooted and has become an in ­
teg ra l p a rt o f the bureaucracy’s 
mode o f existence. However, the 
a ttachm ent o f the bureaucracy to 
its  basic source o f power and 
revenue —  the organ izations o f 
the w o rk in g  class— is s trong  and 
under ce rta in  conditions decisive.

When the A m erican w orkers  
s ta rt m oving in massive numbers 
towards the Labor P a rty  idea, 
the bureaucracy is lik e ly  to  re a l­
ize tha t, unless i t  makes a s h ift, 
a Labor P a rty  w ill ge t o rgan ­
ized under le ft-w in g  leadership.

LESSON OF CIO
The lesson o f the C IO ’s fo r ­

m ation  is in s tru c tive  in th is  re ­
spect. F o r m any decades the 
c ra f t  union o ffic ia ls  were deaf 
to  a ll the argum ents o f the ra ­
dicals advocating the organ iza­
tion  o f the mass production 
workers in to  in d u s tria l unions. 
B u t when the “ grass roo ts”  
movement o f the mass produc­
tion  w orkers in  the basic indus­
tr ie s  became s u ff ic ie n tly  pow er­
fu l,  a s ig n ifica n t w in g  o f the la 
bor bureaucracy— John L . Lew is, 
Sidney H illm a n , David D ubinsky, 
etc.— form ed the Com m ittee fo r  
In d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tion  which 
led to the s p lit o f the  A F L  and 
the fo rm a tio n  o f the Congress of 
In d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tion.

W hen a g rea t movement fo r  a 
Labor P a rty  gets under way a 
s im ila r  phenomenon is probable. 
One th in g  the labor bureaucrats 
can be depended upon to do, and 
tha t is to f ig h t fo r  th e ir  self 
preservation. Sometimes th is  re ­
qu ires o f them th a t they take a 
rad ica l step and assume a rad ic ­
al coloration.

The ro le o f the labo r bureau­
cracy in a Labor P a rty  is, how 
ever, predeterm ined by its  es­
sentia l character and func tion  as 
a p riv ileged caste w ith in  the la ­
bor movement, bound by its  ma-

A t F irs t J o in t A FL-C IO  R a lly

A F L -C IO  Pres. George Meany and Vice Pres. W a lte r R euther 
salute crowd o f 19,000 who .gathered in  Bay F ron t P ark , M iam i, 
to  p ro test in jun c tion s  against s tr ik in g  hotel w orkers. I t  was 
the la rgest labo r ra lly  in open-shop F lo rida  and the firs t mass 
ra l ly  o f the merged federation anywhere.

te r ia l p riv ileges to the ideology 
and in te rests o f the cap ita lis t 
ru lin g  class. (See tw o  previous 
a rtr ic les , M ilita n t,  Feb. 13 and 
20.) In  a Labor P a rty  the labor 
o ff ic ia ls  w i l l  c a rry  ou t th e ir 
class co llabora tion po licy under 
new conditions.

The Labor P a rty  w ill undoubt­
edly be divided fro m  the begin­
n ing  in to  tw o w ings— the class 
co llabora tion is t bureaucracy and 
the rad ica l le f t  w ing . The same 
conditions which produce the in ­
v inc ib le  movement fo r  a Labor 
P a rty  w i l l  fa v o r the le f t  w ing, 
opening before i t  the opportun­
ity  to lead the whole movement 
tow ards a socia lis t solution o f 
the cris is  o f m ankind.

T H E  L E F T  W IN G
Thus, the m ost im p o rta n t ques­

tion  w i l l  be the character o f the 
le f t  w ing , its  program  and lead­
ership. I f ,  fo r  example, the le ft 
w ing  becomes dom inated by the

. . .  Boycott Leaders Arrested
(Continued from  page 1)

by the declaration o f M ayor Gayle 
Jan. 24. th a t i t  was tim e to “ stop 
pussyfooting  around”  w ith  the 
boycotters. The M ayor, along w ith  
the C ity  Commissioners is an 
avowed membra- o f the rac is t 
W h ite  C itizens Council.

S ix days a fte r  the M ayo r’s 
declaration o f w a r a bomb was 
hurled in to  the home o f the Rev. 
M a rt in  K ing , one o f the boycott 
leaders. Two days la te r, Feb. 1, 
another bomb exploded on the 
porch o f the home o f M r. E. 1). 
N ixon, fo rm er s tate president o f 
the N a tiona l Association fo r  the 
Advancement o f Colored People, 
and a leading f ig u re  in  the 
present figh t.

.Since the boycott began local 
police have carried  on a cam paign 
o f harrassm ent. D rive rs  o f cars 
in  the organized r id in g  pools have 
been ja iled  on tniwmped-up tech­
n ica lities . The Rev. K in g  was 
arrested, fing e rp rin ted  and fined 
fo r  a lleged ly d r iv in g  30 males an 
hour in a 25-m ile-an-hour zone. 
Negroes w a it in g  to  be picked up 
by oak pool d rive rs  have been 
■pushed around and ja ile d  fo r  
“ .lo ite ring .”  Police C h ie f Sellers, 
also a W lhite C itizens Council 
member, said, “ We do no t in tend 
to p e rm it them  to become a 
nuisance in  the w h ite  neghbor- 
hoods.”

A T T A C K  ON G R A Y
One o f those singled oult fo r  

special persecution has been M r. 
F red D. G ray, the 25-year-old 
Lawyer fo r  the boycott movement. 
G ray filed s u it on beha lf o f five 
complainants- in  federa l court 
Feb. 2 to htave the local bus 
segregation law s declared uncon­
stitutional-. (The boycott move­
m ent has p u t fo rw a rd  -the demand 
fo r  a rev is ion o f the segregation 
sta tu te  to pu t an end to the prac­
tice  o f com pelling Negroes to 
y ie ld  th e ir  seats to  wihates. Th is 
is a “ f irs t come f irs t  served”  
demand w ith in  the fram ew ork  o f 
the segregation law . A lso  de­
manded is a h a lt to in s u lt and 
abuse o f N egro passengers by 
w h ite  d rive rs  and the h ir in g  of 
Negro d rive rs  on p redom inantly  
Negro routes. Now G ray ’s legal 
move challenges the con s titu tio n ­
a l i ty  o f the segregation law' itse lf.

C ity  o ffic ia ls  im m edia te ly  put 
the  heat on one o f the com­
p la inan ts and succeeded in coerc­
in g  her in to  w ith d ra w in g  her 
name fro m  the b rie f. G ray was 
then arrested on the crude fram e- 
up change o f “ fra u d u le n tly ”  
representing  a c lien t w ith o u t 
au thoriza tion . I f  convicted he 
faces a  s t i f f  fine and d isbarrm ent. 
In  addition. G ray, w'ho is also a 
m in is te r, suddenly had h is  re l ig i­

ous de ferm en t changed to a 1A 
classification.

The g rim  de term ination  o f the 
rac is ts  to h a lt t i l ls  c iv il r ig h ts  
movement in  its  tracks was ex­
pressed in the Grand J u ry  in d ic t­
m ent which brazenenly declared: 
“ Segregation and the N A A C I* 
a ttack on segregation are the 
p rim a ry  cause o f the un rest and 
increasing tenison between whites 
and Negroes in M ontgom ery. In  
th is  s tate we are com m itted to 
segregation by custom and by 
la w ; we intend to m a in ta in  i t . ”

Thore is every ind ica tion  th a t 
the movement o f the Negroes fo r  
th e ir  r ig h ts  w ill rem ain equally 
determ ined despite the new' 
attack. In  the face o f the im pend­
in g  ind ic tm ent and im m edia te ly  
a fte r  the a rre s t o f A tto rn e y  Gray, 
a mass m oating attended by 4,000 
Negroes on Feb. 20 voted w ith  
but two d issen ting voices to  re ­
je c t a phony “ compromise o f fe r ”  
o f the c ity  adm in is tra tion . M r. 
A berna thy then issued th is  s ta te ­
m ent: “ We have walked fo r  12 
weeks in  the cold and ra in . Now 
the w eather is w a rm ing  up. 
There fore, we w ill w a lk  on u n til 
some be tte r proposals are fo r th ­
com ing from  o u r c ity  fa the rs .”

“ S T A N D  F A S T !”
H is  s ta tem ent was ty p ic a l o f 

the m il ita n t s p ir it  o f the en tire  
movement. T h a t s p ir it  was ex­
pressed a t an e a rlie r m eeting 
when the Rev. K in g  called to  the 
ranks: “ From  the m idst o f poverty 
and persecution, from  the m idst 
o f bombs and tensions, from  the 
m idst o f our com m unity  and from  
th is  audience —  Stand fa s t ! ”  The 
audience rep lied  as one, “ We 
w i l l ! ”

The A labam a b a ttle  lin e  be­
tween the w h ite  supremacists and 
figh te rs  fo r  Negro r ig h ts  now- 
runs fro m  the cap ita l c ity  o f 
M ontgom ery to the u n ive rs ity  
town o f Tuscaloosa. There the 
W hite  C itizens Council gang has 
stepped up its  a c tiv ity  in  the 
drive  to keep Negro co-ed 
Auhherine L/ucy o f f  the U n iv e r­
s ity  o f A labam a campus. Miss 
Lucy who had been adm itted to 
the u n ive rs ity  under court order 
was d riven  o f f  the campus Feb. 6 
by a rac is t mob who operated 
w ith o u t in tereference from  the 
police o r school au tho rities . The 
u n ive rs ity  then barred her on 
grounds o f “ her own sa fe ty .”  The 
N A A C P  has taken cowirt action 
to force reversal o f the  ban.

W H IT E  C O U N C IL
The student “ leader”  o f the 

-mob th a t stoned and egged Miss 
Lucy o f f  the campus, a' Leonard 
W ilson, has now emerged as the 
chairm an o f the Tuscaloosa W hite

C itizens Council which held an 
organ ization m eeting Feb. 18 o f 
1,000 inc lud ing  an unestim ated 
num ber o f students. A f te r  a num 
bor o f speakers ta lked w ith  
tongue in cheek about m a in ta in ­
in g  segregation “ w ith o u t v io ­
lence,”  the m eeting came to life  
when a loose - tongued, fo u l- 
mouthed rac is t took the f lo o r  to 
be llow : “ You don’ t w ant no
n ------------------- s in  your schools.
I ’m a rebel and they a in ’ t going 
to force th is  chicken to go to
school w ith  a n --------------------- r
b --------------.—  d o r any o f m y
people to go. We w ant to  le t the
n ------------------- r  know th a t we
know w hat he wants to do. These
n --------------------s rave about the
C onstitu tion  o f the U n ited  States. 
. . . When we had them under 
con tro l we had no need to  w o rry  
about them. Then we turned ’em 
loose and now we have to  w o rry .”

On the o ther side o f the ledger 
is  the encouraging development 
o f a body o f sen tim ent among 
w h ite  students and teachers a t 
the u n ive rs ity  aga inst mob ru le . 
La s t week a pe tition  wias c ir ­
culated on the camupus ca lling  
fo r  M iss Lucy 's  re instatem ent. 
Considering the  background o f 
the students and the heavy 
pressure they were under n o t to 
silgn i t  is g ra t ify in g  to know tha t 
five hundred o f them  were 
courageous and conscious enough 
to p u t th e ir  s igna tu re  on the 
pe tition .

T h is  action o f the students 
conies as a lim ited  b u t welcome 
support to the Negro people o f 
Tuscaloosa who understand the 
g ra v ity  o f the s itua tion  and are 
g r im ly  determ ined to take  a ll 
necessary steps to defend then- 
lives and r ig h ts .

D E F E N S E  M E A S U R E S
A correspondent fo r  the Ghi- 

caigo Defender, a leading Negro 
newspaper, reported Feb. 18: 
“ M.iss Lucy was g e ttin g  solid 
backing in her f ig h t fro m  the 
N egro c itizens o f Tuscaloosa. 
When the r io tin g  f irs t  broke out 
the townspeople gathered up 
rounds o f am m unition and form ed 
a posse to escort her out o f town.

“ I t  was reported th a t a 
Tuscaloosa store has sold over 
100 boxes o f am m un ition  and 
r if le s  u n t il c ity  au thorities  
clamped down and f o r b a d e  
sales.”

The same correspondent re p o rt­
ed Feb. 14 tha t when Senator 
Eastland spoke a t a provocative 
Wlhite C itizens Council ra l ly  in 
M ontgom ery Feb. 10 the leaders 
o f the boycott movement in - 
9trt}oted the Negro c itizens to  
remain in  th e ir  homes d u rin g  the 
rac is t r a l ly  and i f  i t  was neces-

sa.ry to g-o out to do so unarmed. 
A spokesman fo r  the M ontgom ery 
Im provem ent Association ex­
plained, “ We are conducting th is  
in an o rde rly  peaceful way, but 
these WCC members are de ter­
m ined to s t ir  up troub le . When 
we go ou t we go ou t unarmed. 
B ut inside our homes we have a 
r ig h t to p ro tect ourselves.”

These developments are w e ll 
summed up in  a banner headline 
o f the Feb. 18 Defender, “  ‘Banna: 
R ights B a ttleg rand  —  Bus A la . 
U  F ig h ts  Symbolize D ix ie  Con­
f l ic t . ”  The A labam a battleground, 
a long w ith  the whole Southern 
fro n t, m ast be seriously con­
sidered by the leg is la tive  lobby 
on c iv il r ig h ts  which w ill convene 
in W ashington M arch 4-6 under 
the auspices o f 50 m a jo r labor, 
Negro and civ ic organ izations and 
in itia te d  by the N A A C P  and 
A F L -C IO . Present plans are to 
l im it  the tu rn o u t in W ashington 
to  2,000 delegates and to confine 
Its ac tiv itie s  to the usual v is its  
to  Congressmen to urge passage 
o f a series o f im p o rta n t c iv il 
r ig h ts  measures.

M A R C H  ON W A S H IN G T O N
The A labam a con flic t, as well 

as the an ti-N egro  te rro r  in M is- 
s ipp i, demand th a t the W ash ing­
ton lobby' be to rn  oruit o f the 
ru t  o f “ business as usual”  lobby­
ing. The Negro and labo r sponsors 
o f the ra lly  sh ootid -heed the 
demand, expressed by ove rflow  
dem onstrations aga inst the T il l  
lynch ing  la s t F a ll and repeatedly 
urged by D r. T. R. M. Howard 
and o ther Negro leaders, th a t a 
mass M arch on W ashington o f the 
Negro and labor m ovem ent be 
organized.

Such a g ia n t ga the ring  could 
launch the k ind  erf a p rogram  so 
v ita l ly  needed to  support the 
v a lia n t Southern figh te rs  fo r  c iv il 
r ig h ts . I t  could serve as a con­
ference to spark an all-ouit un ion­
iza tion  drive th roughou t the 
South. U n ion iza tion  w ould p ro ­
vide the Negro people w ith  the 
a llies they need in th e ir  ba ttle  
to defend themselves aga ins t the 
racists. U n ion iza tion  would s tr ik e  
a t the economic and social roots 
o f J im  Crow.

A t  the same tim e  a huge tu rn ­
out in W ashington could demand 
loud ly  and em pha tica lly  o f the 
federa l governm ent th a t i t  d is­
charge its  du ty by d ispatch ing 
troops to M ississipp i to defend 
the con s titu tion a l r ig h ts  and very 
lives o f the N egro people o f tha t 
state.

The N egro people o f the  South 
are s tand ing b rave ly  in  the  face 
o f te rro r  to  defend th e ir  r ig h ts . 
They need e ffec tive  support now.

S ta lin is ts , o r a le f t  Social Dem ­
ocra tic  appendage o f the labor- 
bureaucracy, the resu lts  could be 
ca tastrophic fo r  the fu tu re  o f 
the whole in te rna tiona l soc ia lis t 
revo lu tion . I f ,  on the o ther hand, 
a revo lu tiona ry  socialist leader­
ship can ga in  the upper hand, 
the  incalcu lable power o f the 
A m erican w o rk in g  class w il l  be 
th row n  in to  the balance o f the 
w orld  s trugg le  between c a p ita l­
ism  and socialism and decisively 
se ttle  the question in favor- o f 
socialism.

A ll past h is to ry  dem onstrates 
th a t the basic character o f the 
po litica l tendencies v y in g  fo r  
leadership o f the w o rk in g  class 
are a lready shaped and tested 
long before the m om ent o f g rea t 
social c ris is  and revolutionary- 
upheaval.

f t  is fash ionable to r  p e tty - 
bourgeois rad ica ls in the U.S. 
today to p ra ttle  about a new, as 
yet unknown socia list movement, 
w ith  a new program  and leader­
ship, a r is in g  in  the fu tu re . Since 
the / Socialist movem ent in the 
U.S. has “ fa iled ,”  they reason, 
who among us dare to assume 
th a t they w il l  be called upon to 
p lay  a decisive ro le in the lead­
ersh ip o f the movement in  the 
fu tu re . I t  is custom ary to ac 
company such s ick ly  rum inations 
w ith  a few  venemous sneers at 
the “ T ro ts k y is t sectarians”  who 
dare to believe they' are p e rfo rm ­
ing  an h is to ric  m ission in b u ild ­
in g  the Socia list W orkers P arty .

A c tu a lly  th is  pose o f modest 
“ o b je c tiv ity ,”  th is  r is in g  above 
“ o rgan iza tion  conceit,”  covers 
po litica l bankruptcy and m oral 
p ro s tra tion  before the power o f 
A m erican im peria lism  and its  
labor bureaucracy.

Id le  ta lk  about “ fu tu re  social 
is t movements”  no tw iths tand ing , 
i t  is  the p o lit ic a l tendencies 
w ith in  the w o rk in g  class today 
th a t w ill p lay  th e ir  respective 
roles in  the broad movement of 
tom orrow .

BASIC T E N D E N C IE S
These tendencies are : the S ta l­

in is ts , the Social Dem ocrats of 
various shades, and the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  socialists. These are the 
basic tendencies no t on ly in  the 
U.S. b u t in te rn a tio n a lly . A round 
the  S ta lin is ts  and Social Demo­
crats sm all groups o f rad ica ls 
are clustered, sha ring  th e ir  p ro ­
g ram  to one degree o r another.

Now, as we indicated last 
week, a sure clue to  the ro le  a 
rad ica l group w ill p lay  in  the 
Labor iP a rty  movem ent is its  a t­
titu d e  today towards the r ig h t  
and the du ty  o f the class con­
scious w orkers to fo rm  th e ir  own 
p a r ty  and bu ild  i t  as the m ain 
in s tru m en t o f the s trugg le  to 
achieve the socia lis t revo lu tion .

There are radicals who readily 
concede the bureaucracy’s priv i­
lege to chain the workers’ move­
ment to capitalist political ma­
chines. But they froth at the 
mouth when they are confronted 
with what they regard as an 
impudent venture— the party or­
ganization of revolutionary work­
ers.

Such rad ica ls -won't be w o rth  
ve ry  much in  the le ft-w dng o f 
the com ing Labor P a rty . W orse. 
I f  they succeed in dom inating  
the le f t  w ing  w ith  th e ir  po licy 
o f softness and y ie ld in g  to the 
labor bureaucracy they can do 
tremendous damage.

W HO  W IL L  R U LE ?
W hen the Am erican w orkers 

fo rm  th e ir  mass p o lit ic a l organ­
iza tion  they w i l l  ve ry  soon face 
the question: W ho w i l l  ru le  in  
A m erica  —  Labor o r B ig  B usi­

es ?
W ith  the issue posed in  th is  

fashion the la bo r bureaucrats 
w i l l  be p u t under enormous pres­
sure. How w il l  they react to  such 
a s itua tion ?  The same people

(pwho say the revo lu tion is ts  should 
not fo rm  a p a r ty  o f th e ir  own 
today, who preach d isso lu tion o f 
such im p rac tica l pro jects in 
fa vo r o f a w a itin g  the unforseen 
re a lity  o f the fu tu re , indulge in 
bubble-headed pipe dreams about 
the capacity o f a labor bureauc­
racy to p lay  a revo lu tiona ry  role 
under certa in  conditions.

T h is conception confounds the 
maneuvers o f the bureaucracy 
w ith  a revo lu tiona ry  policy. The 
“ rad ica l”  positions o f a bureauc­
racy are a lw ays reduced to an 
a ttem p t on th e ir  p a rt to deceive 
the w orkers w ith  words, lead the 
m il ita n t  movem ent along and 
aw a it the firs t o p p o rtu n ity  to 
sw itch  i t  in to  a hopeless b lind 
a lley  and then subdue it.

The caste o f labo r function  
aries in the U.S. w ill i f  any th ing  
prove to be worse, not be lte r, in  
th is  respect than th e ir  blood 
bro thers in  Europe. T h is  caste, 
from  the top princes o f the in ­
te rna tiona l unions, to  the dukes 
and counts o f the reg ional o f­
fices, down to the barons o f the 
locals have been fashioned in to  
an organism  th a t functions ex­
c lus ive ly  w ith in  the fram ew ork  
o f the cap ita lis t system. In  the 
showdown between the workers 
and the cap ita lis ts  they w ill 
f ig h t tenaciously to preserve tha t 
system.

W ho w il l  stand up to th is  
bureaucracy and defeat i t?  P u r­
suing th e ir  opposition to a re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  vanguard p a rty , the 
aforem entioned rad ica ls say: I f  
the bureaucracy should prove to 
be such an obstacle, the w o rk ing  
class “ as a whole”  w ill rise up 
to remove it .

The Westinghouse 
Strike in Phila.

By Fred Talbot
LESTER, Pa., Feb. 21 — “ This is a battle of a ttri­

tion,” said one of the 20 pickets at the main entrance to 
the South Philadelphia Works of the Westinghouse
Corporation here today. The®

W O R K IN G  CLASS V A N G U A R D
T h is  notion is no be tte r than 

the one about an unknown and 
unforseen movem ent a ris in g  to 
do the job fo r  us. The working- 
class as a whole is d ivided in to 
parts. P a rt o f the class is its  
vanguard, made up o f its  m ost 
m ilita n t, conscious and far-see ing 
elements. A no the r p a rt o f the 
class is tied  to bureaucracy by 
its  conservatism  and p riv ileged 
position in production. Then there 
is a la rge and variegated m iddle 
group th a t tends in pa rt to the 
one pole and in p a rt to the 
other. The question is: W ill the 
vanguard un ite  the w o rk ing  class 
as a whole under its  leadership 
and destroy the  bureaucracy or 
w i l l  the bureaucracy m obilize 
the more conservative w orkers 
and sections o f the m iddle layers 
aga inst the vanguard ?

This question w il l  be resolved 
in fa v o r o f a socia lis t v ic to ry  to 
the degree th a t the vanguard 
has had tim e to prepare and o r­
ganize fo r  t lie  showdown.

B it te r  h is to ric  experience a t­
tests to the fa c t th a t th is  p rep­
a ra tion  is not the w ork  o f a few  
weeks o r m onths. I t  requires 
years o f selection and tes tin g  to 
fo rm  a cadre o f revo lu tion is ts  
and a p a rty  capable o f m easur­
ing  up to its  tasks in  a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  cris is. The pressure o f 
the enemy class a t such m om ­
ents can become te r r ib ly  acute. 
Th is pressure is transm itted  
th rough  the labo r bureaucracy 
p r im a r ily , bu t i t  envelops and 
bears down on the vanguard i t ­
self.

I f  the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  has 
not had su ffic ien t tim e to  p re­
pare and tra in  its e lf, inc lud ing 
the tim e necessary to hammer 
out a l l basic questions o f p ro ­
gram , tactics and leadership, i t  
can fa lte r  and collapse in  the 
face o f hostile  pressure.

F o rtu n a te ly , the class con­
scious vanguard is  by  its  ve ry  
na tu re  capable o f long years o f 
p repa ra tion , a ss im ila ting  the les­
sons o f a ll previous w o rk in g  
class s trugg les and schooling i t ­
se lf in sc ientific  socialism . To 
bu ild  the vanguard and its  p a rty  
o rgan iza tion  is to  prepare fo r  
those c r it ic a l moments in  h s ito ry  
when the issue hangs in  the 
balance. U nder the specific con­
d itions th a t we can foresee i t  
means th a t when a Labo r P a rty  
is form ed and the s trugg le  fo r  
power between labor and cap ita l 
is sharpened, the w o rk in g  class 
w ill no t find  its e lf  w ith o u t a 
conscious and prepared leader­
ship.

Thus, the position o f the v a r­
ious rad ica l organ izations in  the 
U.S. today, pa i’t ic u la r ly  th e ir  
position on the touchstone ques­
tion  o f the vanguard  revo lu tion ­
a ry  p a rty , foreshadows the  ro le  
they w il l  p lay  in the Labor 
P a rty  movem ent o f tom orrow . I t  
is use fu ll, the re fo re , to  make a 
closer exam ination o f these ra d i­
cal organizations.

(T h ird  o f a series. W atch fo r 
next a rtic le  on : The S ta lin is ts  
and the Labor P a rty  Q uestion.)

p la n t’s 6,000 workers, members 
o f local 107, are the la rgest local 
o f the independent U n ited  Elec­
tr ic a l W o rke r’s Union m ember­
ship in the W estingiiouse system.
O f the 55,000 W esting’house w o rk ­
ers wow on s trike , about 10,000 
a.re m em bers o f the U E . The rest 
are members o f the In te rn a tion a l 
Union o f E lec trica l W orkers, 
A F L -C IO . The union was s p lit  in 
1949 when -the U E  was undem- 
oc ra tica lly  expelled fro m  the 
CIO d u rin g  the w itch  hun t purge 
conducted by the r ig h t  W ing 
bureaucrats.

C O -O PER ATE D E S P IT E  S P L IT
T h is  p la n t makes turb ines fo r  

generators b u ilt  at the East 
P ittsbu rgh  works, where the 
workers are members o f the IU E  
local 601. Local 601 sparked the 
Weatmg<house w o rke rs ’ resistance 
to tiie  corpora tion 's  d rastic  speed­
up plans in a seven-week s tr ike  
beg inn ing Last A ugust. The two 
locate, have a lw ays m ain ta ined 
contact and in te res t in each 
o ther’s problem s.

The Lester p lant was the firs t 
to  go out in the  present dispute.
The company demanded changes 
in the con tract which would cut 
average wages here by 50c. an 
hour (accord ing to  sworn s ta te ­
ments by the p lan t’s in d u s tr ia l 
re la tions m anager) and subject 
the workers to uncontro lled speed­
up.

When th is  .plan was firs t an­
nounced w orkers who were here- ___
to fo re  apathe tic  about a s trike , I too.”

said, “ W ell, when do we g o ? ”  
“ W e’ve been out since mldnigthit 

Oct. 14,’ said one orf the  pickets. 
“ I t ’s been a long s tr ike , and the 
p icke tin g  has become p re tty  
rou tine . The h igh  po in t o f the 
day is when we boo the forem en 
when they go in the m orn ing  and 
come out a t n ig h t.”

“ We gave ’em a good show la s t 
week, though, he added. “ About 
560 people fro m  a il around here 
—  there were o ffic ia ls  from  46 
unions —  came down to show us 
where they stood. The o ffic ia ls  
from  the A F L -C IO  unions made 
speeches saying they wouldn ’ t  
fo rg e t w h a t looal 107 had done 
fo r  unionism  in the Delaware 
va lley. I t  was a good show. They 
even had i t  on T V .”

So fa r  the company has not 
a ttem pted to resume production 
w ith  scabs here. M any o f the 
s tr ik e rs  have found tem po ra ry  
jobs elsewhere. M ora le is h igh 
•in sp ite  o f the length o f the 
s tr ike . W hen asked about A t ­
torney General B row ne ll’s request 
o f the  Subversive A c tiv it ie s  con­
tro l board to declare the U E  a 
“ subversive o rgan iza tion ,”  one o f 
the picketers rep lied :

“ We’ re w atch ing it .  N o th in g  
has happened yet, but we figu re  
they ’ ve got som eth ing special 
lined up fo r  us. I know one 
th ing , i f  an y th in g  serious de- 
velopes, there w ill be a flood o f 
people down here. W e’ve helped 
a lo t o f o ther unions in th is  area, 
and they would be down here

. ..K utcher Hailed at H. Y. Rally
(Continued from  page 1)

n ig h t to come out to th is  meet­
ing .”

R e ite ra tin g  the consistent sup­
p o rt the A V C  has given to K u t­
cher fro m  the ve ry  beg inn ing in 
1948, M r. B irkhead said tha t 
when he learned o f the a ttem p t 
to deprive K u tche r o f his pen­
sion he contacted the leaders o f 
the o the r m a jo r veterans’ o r­
ganizations fo r  support o f a 
s tatem ent draw n up by the A V C  
condem ning the V A ’s action.

“ We know K u tch e r has had a 
rough deal,”  these leaders to ld 
him . “ B u t the case is to  con tro ­
vers ia l to come out on now. L e t’s 
w a it and see what happens and 
maybe i f  it  doesn’t  come out 
r ig h t then we can take a posi­
tion .”

The A V C  leader then urged 
those in  the audience who were 
in a position to do so to  raise 
th e ir  voices in a ll veterans’ o r­
ganizations to ra l ly  support fo r  
K u tch e r’s f ig h t because every 
veteran would be affected by its 
outcome.

A N  “ H IS T O R IC A L  F IG U R E ”
M r. W eschler pledged to the 

audience th a t the Post, w'hich 
broke the s to ry  o f the V A ’s pen­
sion action, would not g ive up 
the f ig h t u n t il f u l l  v ic to ry  had 
been won w ith  the resto ra tion  o f 
K u tche r’s job. In  an eloquent 
tr ib u te  to K u tcher, the -Post ed­
ito r  declared th a t in  compensa­
tion  fo r  the persecution tha t he 
has suffe red a t the governm ent’s 
hands K u tcher had become an 
“ h is to rica l figu re ”  in  the s tru g ­
gle  fo r  the preservation o f the 
B il l o f R ights.

M orris  Iushew itz , Secretary- 
treasu re r o f the New Y o rk  C ity  
C IO  Council, prevented by i l l ­
ness from  m aking his scheduled 
address to the m eeting, sent a 
te legram  re s ta tin g  the fu l l  sup­
po rt o f th a t body to the K u tcher 
Com m ittee. S im ila r messages o f 
s o lid a rity  were read from  Roger 
B a ldw in  o f the A m erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  U n ion  and Rabbi Is ­
rae l Goldstein, president o f the 
Am erican Jewish Committee.

The m eeting, which con tribu ted 
$180 to help de fra y  expenses of 
the fig h t, was presented w ith  a 
reso lu tion  b y  C hairm an George 
L. W eissman dem anding th a t 
“ The persecution o f James K u t­
cher cease and th a t the V e te r­
ans A d m in is tra tio n  act in a con­

s is ten t and logica l w ay a fte r  
res to ring  his pension by re s to r­
ing  his job  to him .

The reso lu tion , w h ich  was 
adopted unanim ously, was a copy 
o f one made public, Feb. 10, by 
the Dress and W aistm akers J o in t 
Board o f the In te rn a tio n a l La ­
dies G arm ent W orkers U n ion in  
New Y ork .

The fu l l  te x t o f the te legram  
sent by M o rris  Iushew itz , Sec.- 
Treas. o f the N .Y .C  C IO  Coun­
c il, was as fo llow s :

“ I  in tense ly re g re t th a t be­
cause o f illness I  am unable to 
be w ith  you ton igh t to speak on 
beha lf o f James K utcher and 
congra tu la te  him and the com­
m ittee  fo r  the g reat stand taken 
on c iv il libe rties  as fa r  back as 
1948. In  November, 1949, the New 
Y ork  C ity  CIO  Council unan im ­
ously adopted a reso lu tion  en­
dorsing and suppo rting  the K u t­
cher C iv il R ights  Com m ittee and 
pledging m ora l and financ ia l as­
sistance to  James K u tche r in  
f ig h tin g  his d ism issal from  the 
Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  in N ew ­
ark . In  a ll th is  tim e  we see no 
reason to change our stand. I f  
a n y th in g  th is  stand is s tre n g th ­
ened and rea ffirm e d . We pledge 
our continued support and as­
sistance in  the figh t ahead fo r  
the fu l l  res to ra tion  o f the c iv i l 
libe rties  o f James K utcher. We 
are ce rta in  tha t the K u tch e r 
C iv il R igh ts  Com m ittee w i l l  
b r in g  th is  case to  a v ic to rious  
conclusion.”

Hearts in Fight
“ There is an evangelical 

q u a lity  to th is  bus boycott move­
ment, and the c ity  fa the rs  
recognize i t  as ominous. The Ne­
groes. as both sides agree, have 
th e ir  hearts  in th is ,”  says a Feb. 
13 New Y o rk  H era ld  T ribune 
rep o rt fro m  M ontgom ery, A la .
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Wilkins Does a Knife Job
Roy Wilkins, executive secretary of the 

National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, sent a letter Feb. 14 to 
all branches and youth councils of the or­
ganization warning them to be “ very 
careful in your selection of delegates”  to 
the March 4-6 civil rights rally in Wash­
ington.

The letter states: “ You know that the ' 
national policy of the NAACP is not to 
cooperate with any Communist-front or 
left-wing group.”  It  goes on to instruct 
the branches to screen these “ undesirable” 
elements out of their delegations.

There is no use mincing words. Wilkins’ 
letter is a disloyal and treacherous attack 
on a section of the civil rights movement. 
And Wilkins has dealt the civil rights cause 
a foul blow by unleashing a divisive witch 
hunt at the very moment fullest attention 
must be given to the business of mobiliz­
ing an effective rally in Washington.

Wilkins himself indicates the source of 
the pressure to which he bowed when he 
reports in his letter, “ Many Washington 
officials and numerous daily newspapers 
and wire services are making inquiries be­
cause they have heard that our rally in 
Washington will be ‘captured’ by left-wing 
individuals and groups.”

I t  is clear from this that the red-baiters 
have put the heat on the NAACP leaders. 
And it  is also clear that these leaders have 
reacted exactly as the red-baiters and race 
haters wished them to.

Haven’t  the NAACP leaders learned 
from the recent struggles in the South 
that red-baiting and witch hunting is part 
of the arsenal of the white-supremacist 
gang? In recent months the NAACP has 
been subjected to a full-scale red-smear 
in the South. The NAACP has been called 
“ subversive,”  “ Communist,”  “ left wing” 
and “ a bunch of outside agitators.”
- The ominous figure of Eastland, the 
chief red hunter of the U.S. Senate at 
present, personifies the untiy of race bait­
ing and witch hunting.

What interest can the Negro people 
possibly have in screening its members 
and delegates for non-conformist “ left- 
wing”  ideas?

Moreover, Wilkins has handed a weapon 
to the racist red-baiter,s. As invariably 
happens in such situations, the Eastlands 
w ill take the offensive with the argu­
ment: “ Even the NAACP leaders admit 
that their organization is honey-combed 
with ‘Communists.’ Let’s look into this 
nest of ‘subversives’ by conducting a real 
Investigation.”

The issue then becomes: is the NAACP 
“ Comunist infiltrated”  or not? That’s ex­
actly the issue the racist witch-hunters 
would like to boom up. That would take 
attention away from the savage campaign 
of terror against the Negro people and 
cover the Southern white supremacists 
with a thick smoke-screen of fighting the 
“ Communist menace.”

Presumably, Wilkins and the labor of­
ficials will react to such stepped-up witch 
hunt pressure as they have up to now — 
by opening an even more vigorous red 
hunt within the NAACP and the unions

to “ prove”  that they are not “ Communist 
tainted.”  And what happens to the civil- 
rights struggle in the meantime?

I f  anyone thinks these are fanciful exag­
gerations and speculations they have only 
to recall the recent McCarthy era. While 
the would-be fascist Senator from Wis­
consin cracked the witch-hunt whip, the 
leaders of the union movement, for ex­
ample, conducted a shameful “ loyalty” 
purge within the labor movement, in 
which they went a long way towards 
strangling all internal union democracy. 
The fighting power of the unions was 
sapped. And the open-shop, anti-labor 
legislation drive of Big Business gained 
momentum.

Wilkins is wielding a dangerous knife. 
The re-baiting game can never serve the 
aims of the Negro people. He should be 
called to order before any more damage 
is done.

I f  the NAACP leaders are really con­
cerned about the alleged danger of radicals 
capturing the civil rights rally, we have 
a very simple remedy to suggest. Instead 
of trying to keep the delegation down to 
2,000, the lim it set in the NAACP call for 
the rally, why not summon a great popular 
assemblage to Washington that would be 
tru ly representative of the will of the 
Negro people and the labor movement? 
This has been suggested by prominent 
Negro leaders, among them Dr. T. R. M. 
Howard, a front-line fighter in the civil 
rights battle. Wouldn’t  such a mass turn­
out prevent an artificial domination of 
the rally by a minority? Or does Wilkins 
fear that if  Dr. Howard’s proposal for 
“ 1,000,000 red-blooded Americans to march 
on Washington” were carried out the 
majority would turn out to be “ left-wing 
individuals” ?

Wilkins’ letter really aims at preventing 
a mass turnout at the civil rights rally. In 
his official call Feb. 2, he openly dis­
couraged mass attendance, using the speci­
ous argument that Congress would be 
more impressed by “ the number of states 
and congressional districts represents’ ' 
than “ upon the number of individual dele­
gates.”  As i f  Congress wouldn’t be con­
siderably more impressed by 20,000.. or 
200,000 representative delegates appealing 
at the steps of the Capitol building for 
enforcement of civil-rights laws.

I t  is impossible to escape the conclusion 
that Wilkins has designed his red-baiting 
in behalf of the alliance between the 
Democrats and the officialdom of the 
NAACP and labor. This unholy alliance 
w a n t  s to soft-pedal the Washing­
ton mobilization, Otherwise it  might 
embarrass the Democrats who think it 
better to appease Eastland than to carry 
out their civil rights promises to the Ne­
gro people.

We don’t believe the rank and file of the 
NAACP will go along with either the 
motives or the methods of the officials in 
this instance. The rank and file may well 
ask: “ Why not blast the phonies of the 
Democratic party instead of delivering a 
stab in the back to the militant fighters in 
the front ranks of the civil rights strug­
gle?”

Bigger than the Squabble over Arabia’s O il
Bv Daniel Roberts ®

T rig g e rs  M a d r id  Dem onstrations

T h is  is  the cerem ony th a t touched o f f  an ti-F ranco  student 
dem onstrations in  M adrid , w ith  w ide repercussions inside Spain. 
Shown are a group o f  F a la ng is ts  s ta g in g  th e ir  annual com­
m em oration o f M atias M ontero, whom fascists consider a student 
m a rty r. S treet f ig h tin g  fo llow ed counter-dem onstration by an ti- 
F a lang is t students. One student was k illed  and several, in ju red . 
Seven persons arrested are reported to  have been exiled and tw o 
un ive rs ity  heads were ousted.

On surface appearance, the 
M iddle East seems to be criss­
crossed w ith  r iv a lr ie s  and con­
f lic ts  out o f which it  is  im pos­
sible to d is tingu ish  a progres­
sive line  o f development. Con­
f l ic t  between li.S . and B r it is h  
o il trus ts , dynastic r iv a lr ie s  be­
tween the k ings o f Saudi A ra ­
bia and Iraq , the A ra b -Is ra e l 
con flic t, r iv a l m aneuvering be­
tween the cold w ar antagonists, 
con flic ts  between A rab  states—  
in  none o f these does it  seem 
as i f  the tens o f m illions  who 
live  and to il in  the M iddle East 
could advance th e ir  own in te r ­
ests by ta k in g  sides.

The surface appearance, how­
ever, is  deceptive. A l l  these r i ­
va lries and con flic ts  un fo ld  
around a basic axis o f develop­
ment —  nam ely the steady ad­
vance o f the A ra b  revo lu tion  fo r  
na tiona l independence. T h i s  
movement is a trem endously p ro ­
gressive force th a t is arousing 
the A rab  masses to  s trugg le  
against sem i-feudal ru le rs  and 
fo re ign  plunderers.

C O M B IN E D  D E V E L O P M E N T
The A rab  na tio n a lis t move­

m ent is one w ith  the a n ti- im ­
pe ria lis t movements in Asia , A f ­
rica and L a tin  A m erica. F u ll 
v ic to ry  fo r  the na tiona l inde­
pendence revo lu tion  w i l l  b rin g  
the w orkers and peasants o f the 
M idd le  East in to  power and 
m ark  the beg inn ing o f a social­
is t trans fo rm a tion  o f the area. 
There is no road to socialism  in  
the M iddle East aside fro m  the 
one which proceeds fro m  the na­
tion a l independence strugg le , 
which in tu rn  cannot be f in a lly  
successful except th rou gh  the 
creation o f w o rkers ’ states.

The na tiona l revo lu tion  in the 
M iddle East challenges fo re ign  
ho ld ing o f vast pools o f o il com­
posing nearly  tw o -th irds  o f the 
known reserves in  the world . 
Lavish p ro fits  are pumped out 
w ith  the o il and piped to  the 
la rgest in te rna tiona l B ig  B usi­
ness enterprises —  nam ely, the 
o il trus ts . Loss o f th e ir  M iddle 
Eastern em pire would be a c r ip ­
p ling  blow to the B ig  Business 
ru le rs  of U.S., England and 
France.

tro ls  is a lm ost v ita l, ”  says H an­
son B a ldw in  in the Jan. 31 N .Y . 
Tim es. “ Hundreds o f m illio ns  o f 
pounds annua lly  fro m  the P er­
sian G u lf area help to  support 
the B r it is h  s te r lin g  bloc. W ith ­
out th is  o il B r ita in ’s economic 
position  would be dangerously, 
perhaps fa ta l ly ,  im pa ired  and 
Wiest Europe’s economy h u r t.”  

As a resu lt o f the rise o f the 
A ra b  na tion a lis t movement, E ng ­
land is en te ring  in to  a new 
stage o f cris is  in its  im p e ria lis t 
rule. I t  is  s im ila r  to the one 
in  which France is a lready deep­
ly  plunged through steady loss 
o f its  overseas em pire. Should 
the A rab  masses end im p e ria lis t' 
p lunder o f th e ir  oil resources 
and th e ir  labor, th is  would lead 
the B r it is h  ru le rs  to in te n s ify  
exn lo ita tion  o f the B r it irh  w ork-

pro tection to  s tru g g le  fo r  p o lit i­
cal power a t home. A  socia list 
B r ita in  would then enter in to  
economic re la tions w ith  the A rab  
w orld  on the basis o f equa lity  
and th is  would lead to w e ll­
being fo r  both.

Thus the rise  o f the national 
independence movem ent in  the 
M iddle E ast holds enormous rev­
o lu tio n a ry  im p lica tions no t on ly 
fo r  the A ra b  masses bu t those 
o f B r ita in  and W estern Europe 
as we ll.

N E W  “ P O LIC E  A C T IO N S ”
To counter the m orta l th re a t 

to th e ir  oppressive ru le , the 
U.S. and B r it is h  governm ents 
in tim a ted  e a rlie r th is  m onth th a t 
th e ir  troops would be ready to 
in tervene any tim e  “ peace”  and 
‘‘o rder”  are threatened in the 
M iddle East. Th is would lead to

(j)a Korea-type “ police action ”  to 
back up th e ir  dom ination in the 
area against the w ill o f the 
A rab  masses.

A no the r th ru s t aga inst the 
A rab  na tiona l movement is the 
cam paign waged by the Is rae li 
cap ita lis t governm ent fo r  a U.S. 
governm ent g ra n t o f $50 m illio n  
w o rth  o f arm s. The cam paign is 
be ing clam orously conducted in  
the U.S. by the Z io n is t move­
ment, libe ra l p o litic ian s  and 
certa in  labo r bureaucrats in ­
c lud ing  W a lte r Reuther.

“ We m ust accept the unpleas­
ant. t ru th  th a t the A rab  states 
are not in our corner and w ill 
not w illin g ly  a lign  themselves 
w ith  us —  a hard fact w ith  deep 
h is to rica l roo ts,”  says Emmanuel 
Neumann in the 1956 W in te r 
issue o f M idstream , a p ro -Z ion­
ist q u a rte rly . “ . . . As a m a tte r 
o f p rinc ip le , we should reso lu te­
ly  proceed to arm  and to 
streng then only such countries 
as have both the w ill and ca­
pac ity  to  stand by the W estern 
democracies and render e ffec­
tive  assistance T h is  includes, in 
the f ir s t  place, T u rkey  and Is ­
rae l.”

T u rkey  and Israe l are a lready 
the m ain recip ients o f U.S. aid 
in the M iddle East. B u t the 
State D epartm ent fea rs  th a t 
arm s to Israe l now would in ­
crease A rab  opposition to  U.S. 
im peria lism  and lose the possi­
b i l i t y  o f m aneuvering w ith  the 
A ra b  na tion a lis t leaders.

On the o ther hand, to the 
lib e ra l and labo r bureaucrats 
like  Reuther, b u ild in g  up the 
Is rae l governm ent has the ad­
van tage  o f m asking an im p e ria l­
is t ho ld ing  opera tion behind high- 
sounding dem ocratic phrases o f 
“ defending a democracy”  and 
“ g iv in g  aid to  an outpost o f 
W estern c iv iliz a tio n .”

S T A L IN IS T  A IM S
The1 K re m lin , too, in  its  own 

way, seeks to h a lt the advance 
o f the A rab  n a tio n a lis t revo lu ­
tion . I t  maneuvers w ith  the pres­
ent A ra b  na tio n a lis t leaders in 
o rder to ba rga in  w ith  U.S., B r i­
tish  and French im p e ria lism  fo r  
a fou r-pow er pact in the M iddle 
East. The aim  o f such a pact 
would trade K re m lin  help in s ta ­
b iliz in g  im p e ria lis t ru le  fo r  a 
breakup o f the an ti-S ov ie t Bagh­
dad T rea ty .

N o r do the present leaders o f 
the A rab na tiona lis t movement

seek to lake the s trugg le  on the 
h igh road o f revo lu tion . They 
seek only to m od ify , not abolish, 
im p e ria lis t dom ina tion  and feud­
al exp lo ita tion . They m aneuver 
w ith  mass revo lu tiona ry  sen ti­
ments in  order to obta in  a g re a t­
e r share o f M iddle Eastern m ar­
kets and p ro fits  fo r  themselves.

Jus t the same, the emergence 
o f an A rab  ca p ita lis t class as a 
contender fo r  power is shaking 
up a ll established pa tte rns o f 
im p e ria lis t ru le  in  the M iddle 
East. “ The E gyp tian  revo lu tion  
though s t i l l  fa r  fro m  com plete,”  
says the Jan. 21 Business Week, 
“ is . . . unde rm in ing  the feudal 
pa tte rn  in the rest o f the M id ­
dle East —  the th in g  on which 
B r it is h  contro l rested”

F urthe rm ore , opposition to the 
Baghdad Pact led by E gyp tian  
and S yrian  governm ents, ouster 
o f the B r it is h  fro m  Suez, E g yp ­
tian  support o f the N o rth  A f r i ­
can s trugg le  aga inst French im ­
pe ria lism , the E gyp tian  arm s 
deal w ith  the Soviet bloc, de­
mands by S yria  fo r  a g re a te r 
share o f o il roya lties  —  a ll 
these are c lear-cu t acts o f de­
fiance o f im p e ria lis t ru le , which 
strengthen the national self-con­
sciousness o f the masses and 
speed th e ir  in te rven tion  in  the 
s trugg le  as an independent 
force.

N E W  STR U G G LE  P R E P A R E D
These moves prepare the next 

phase o f the revo lu tion  in  which 
the w orkers  and peasants w i l l  
s trugg le  fo r  the ove rth row  —  
ra th e r than re fo rm  —  o f im ­
p e ria lis t dom ination and feudal 
ru le  and the creation o f w o rk ­
ers’ states.

T h a t is w hy a ll a n ti- im p e r ia l­
is t moves —  even when conduct­
ed by the present A rab  leaders 
—  m ust be v igo rous ly  defended 
by class - conscious w orker« a ll 
over the w orld . Th is includes the 
Is ra e li w o rkers  who are ex­
p lo ited on an ever increasing 
scale by the Is ra e li cap ita lis ts .

O nly i f  they dissociate them ­
selves from  the a lignm en t o f 
the Is rae li cap ita lis ts  and im ­
pe ria lis ts  and v igorous ly  champ­
ion the cause o f A rab  libe ra tion  
can the Is rae li w orkers f in d  a 
bridge to the A rab  masses. T ha t 
bridge w ill be th e ir  sa lvation. 
The Is ra e li w orkers w i l l  then 
p lay an ou tstand ing role in  the 
bu ild ing  o f a Socia list M iddle 
East.

To British imperialism in par-

of (M iddle Fastenn) oil she co .i- lo .s  and force .he la tte r in

...H e irs  of Dictator Score Stalin Cult
(Continued from  page 1)

s treng then ing  o f the Soviet so­
c ia l and sta te system, the ad­
vancement o f the m a te ria l w e ll­
being o f the people and the a ll-  
around development o f Soviet 
cu ltu re .”

In  the arena o f w o rld  a ffa irs , 
“ Thanks to the consistent 
peaceable fo re ign  po licy  o f the 
countries o f the Socia list camp, 
the tension in  in te rna tiona l re ­
la tions, the tension fra u g h t w ith  
g re a t perils , yie lded to  a cer­
ta in  detente.”  Khrushchev o ffe r ­
ed the caste the s p ir it  o f Ge­
neva ju s t as S ta lin  once offered 
them Y a lta .

B y stressing these themes, 
tak in g  the cred it, n a tu ra lly , fo r  
positive achievements due to 
causes deeply lodged in  the in ­
te rna tiona l class s trugg le , K h ru ­
shchev sought to establish the 
leg itim acy o f S ta lin ’s he irs r u l­
ing  in  th e ir  own r ig h t.

F O LLO W  T H E  L E A D E R
The others fo llow ed the line  

la id  down by Khrushchev. Mdko- 
yan, fo r  instance, boasted Feb. 
17: “ C erta in  ossified fo rm s of 
ou r d ip lom acy, o f ou r fo re ign  
trade and economic organs in  
th e ir  re la tions w ith  fo re ig n  coun­
tr ies  and the citizens o f these 
countries have been discarded. 
The iso la tion  o f Soviet public 
and state organ izations from  
the ou te r w o rld  has been liq u i­
dated. Contacts between Soviet 
and fo re ig n  statesmen, p a rty  
leaders and public organ izations 
have been extended.”

T h is  need o f the new reg im e 
to build a favorab le  pub lic  im ­
age o f its e lf  im p lies in  and o f 
its e lf  c u ttin g  down the public 
im age o f the dead S ta lin . As 
Khrushchev’s photograph is en­
larged, S ta lin ’s su ffe rs  reduc­
tion . B u t more im p o rta n t than 
th a t, the un iversa l ha tred of 
S ta lin  forces his heirs as a m a t­
te r  o f p rac tica l power po litics  
to proc la im  a “ new deal.”

M ikoyan w ent so fa r  as to 
say th a t “ in the course o f about 
tw e n ty  years we, in  fa c t, had 
no collective leadership.”  The 
date, is s ig n if ic a n t —  ju s t before 
the m onstrous Moscow T ria ls . 
Now, o f course, the new regim e 
has “ achieved the res to ra tion  
o f Le n in ’s norm s o f p a rty  life , 
fro m  top to bottom .”

N A M E S  S T A L IN
M ikoyan even th ru s t d ire c tly  

at S ta lin ’s in fa l l ib i l i t y :  “ In  ana­
lyz in g  the state o f the  economy 
in contem porary cap ita lism , it. is 
doub tfu l w hether S ta lin ’s w e ll- 
known dictum  in  the economic 
problem s o f socialism  in  the 
USSR concern ing the U.S .A.,

B rita in  and France, can help 
us o r is correct.”

Besides seeking to establish 
th e ir  competency as ru lers , S ta l­
in ’s he irs made more d irec t ap­
peals to the bureaucra tic  caste. 
Inn e r p a rty  democracy has been 
“ re-estab lished;”  in  place o f a r ­
b itra ry  purges o f the caste as 
in  S ta lin ’s tim e, law  is now be­
in g  upheld; in  o ther words, 
tw en ty  years o f abuses have 
been ended. U nder Khrushchev 
the bureaucratic  ranks can 
breathe easier.

W h ile  he made th is  appeal, 
Khrushchev also brandished a 
w hip. “ The p a rty  has become 
s t i l l  more m ono lith ic .”  I f  any­
one has any idea o f ac tu a lly  ex­
e rc is ing  democracy, he im plied, 
le t h im  consider the fa te  o f “ The 
T ro tsky ites , B ukharin ites , bour­
geois na tiona lis ts  and o ther m a­
lig n a n t enemies o f the  people 
. . . a ll o f whom broke th e ir  
necks.”  A s a more recent ex­
ample, le t  anyone w ith  illusions 
about opposing Khrushchev con­
sider the fa te  o f “ the B eria  
gang.”

U nder the banner o f “ collec­
tiv e  leadership,”  Khrushchev 
pushed his own bid  to become 
supreme a rb ite r  o f the  ru lin g  
caste. He singled ou t fo r  a ttack 
positions associated w ith  the 
names o f M alenkov and M olotov 
w h ile  assuring his audience o f 
the correctness o f positions as­
sociated w ith  h is  own name.

B u t the stress on “ collective 
leadership”  as opposed to “ the 
cu lt o f  the  in d iv id u a l”  also im ­
plied a ttra c tiv e  proposals to the 
top levels o f the bureaucratic 
caste.

F o r instance, the h is to ry  books 
in  use in  the Soviet Union are 
no longer sa tis fa c to ry , according 
to  M ikoyan . The new h istories 
th a t w ill be w r itte n  in  accord­
ance w ith  the cu rre n t bureaucra­
tic  needs w ill,  we can be sure, 
recast the ro le  o f S ta lin ’s he irs  
in a m ore heroic mold than the 
la te  d ic ta to r pe rm itted  when 
he was “ the sun”  and “ a ll-w ise  
fa th e r o f the peoples.”

A P P E A L S  TO  M ASSES
The second im p o rta n t audience 

to whom  Khrushchev addressed 
h is re p o rt was the Soviet mass­
es.

T h ings  are a lready b e tte r than 
in Sibalin’s tim e, he said in  e f­
fect, and the y  are go ing to  ge t 
a lo t b e tte r s t i l l .  J u s t have pa­
tience.

F irs t  o f a ll, the evils suffered 
under S ta lin  have been ended. 
We are go ing back to the k ind  
o f regim e you w ant, a reg im e 
lik e  th a t o f Len in ’s. T h is  was 
one o f the purposes o f the re ­

peated references to L e n in ’s 
norm s, to inne r p a rty  democracy, 
and to ru le  by law.

(Secondly, w h ile  i t  is necessary 
to s t i l l  stress production o f 
heavy goods, the Soviet U n ion is 
m aking exceptional progress due 
to the wise ru le  o f Khrushchev 
and company. T h is  was the 
m eaning o f the stress on the 
achievements o f planned eco­
nomy.

T h ird ly , the masses can expect 
ea rly  am e lio ra tion  o f the w orst 
hardships. Thus the “ collective 
leadership”  is p u ttin g  a lo t o f 
a tten tion  to production o f con­
sumer goods, to im provem ent o f 
housing conditions, to be tte rm ent 
o f l iv in g  standards, to the end­
in g  o f line-ups fo r  the m ost ba­
sic necessities such as potatoes, 
m ilk  and meat.

F o u rth ly , r ig h t now some im ­
mediate concessions are go ing to 
be granted. Pensions are to be 
raised. A nd the w o rk in g  day is 
go ing  to  be reduced to seven 
hours; th a t is, the w o rk in g  week 
is go ing to be reduced fro m  48 
hours to 42 hours. T h is  w i l l  be­
g in  to go in to  e ffec t next year 
and w i l l  become the new norm  
by the end o f the next five-year 
plan.

F if th ly ,  the masses can re lax  
about the danger o f w ar. No 
doubt a danger exists, b u t w ar 
is no longer inev itab le  and in te r­
national tension has ac tu a lly  
been reduced th rou gh  the e ffo rts  
o f the “ collective leadership.”

F in a lly , Soviet s treng th  is  in ­
creasing. “ Socialism  has become 
a g re a t m agnetiz ing  force fo r  
the w orkers, peasants and in te l­
ligen ts ia  in  a l l lands. The ideas 
o f socialism  are re a lly  conquer­
ing  the m inds o f a ll to il in g  m an­
k ind .”  Th is opens up the possi­
b i l i t y  o f ach ieving socialism  
w ith o u t much fu r th e r  s trugg le , 
th rough new “ fo rm s,”  inc lud ing  
conversion o f pa rlia m en t “ from  
an organ o f bourgeois democracy 
in to  an in s tru m en t o f genuine ly 
popu lar w i l l . ”

M oreover, a “ zone o f peace,”  
inc lud ing  "b o th  S oc ia lis t and 
non-Socia list peace-loving states 
o f Europe and Asia, has appear­
ed on the w o rld  arena.”  Th is 
makes more possible than ever 
before the “ peaceful coexistence”  
o f the Soviet and im p e ria lis t 
blocs and the eventual ending o f 
the w a r danger th rough  “ d isa rm ­
am ent.”

M ASS U N R E S T  
W hat is  in te re s tin g  in  th is  

ca jo le ry, demagogy and pe rver­
sion o f Lenin ism  is the in tim a ­
tion  given o f pressures in  the 
Soviet Union. The masses c learly  
w ant an end to  S ta lin ism , a re ­
tu rn  to  the  k in d  o f reg im e the

Soviet U n ion enjoyed under Len­
in  and T ro ts k y ; and, looking 
abroad, seeing a weakened ca p it­
a lis t system and a great new 
a lly  in  revo lu tiona ry  China, they 
w ant a leadership capable o f 
c a rry in g  the s trugg le  fo r  socia l­
ism to a successful conclusion on 
a w orld -w ide scale.

The K rem lin  finds i t  necessary 
to recognize these sentim ents, to 
give some k ind  o f voice to them, 
and to a ttem p t to  stay a t the 
head o f them  in order no t to be 
fla tten ed  ou t by them.

R E N E W S  T R E A T Y  B ID
The th ird  audience to  whom 

Khrushchev appealed was A ng lo - 
A m erican im peria lism . He re ­
peated the K re m lin ’s bid fo r  a 
tre a ty  and insisted on the K re m ­
lin ’s s in ce rity  in  m aking  it.

He w ent as fa r  as he could 
pu b lic ly  in o u tlin in g  w ha t the 
Soviet o liga rchy  is w ill in g  to 
pay fo r  such a pact.

T h is  includes non-in terference 
“ in  the in te rn a l a ffa irs  o f coun­
tr ie s  where a c a p ita lis t system 
exists.”  T h is  spells ou t pos itive ­
ly  to  a K re m lin  po licy o f doing 
eve ry th in g  possible to  keep the 
sta tus quo in c a p ita lis t countries. 
T h a t means, o f course, the vast 
areas in  the colon ia l w o rld  where 
the masses are pressing ha rd  on 
the c a p ita lis t system as w e ll as 
such key countries as France 
and I ta ly  where the S ta lin is ts  
have g re a t in fluence.

A s  p a y m e n t  o n  account, 
Khrushchev ta lked about a un ited 
f r o n t  w ith  the Social Dem ocrats 
and c le a rly  im p lied  limntaition of 
S ta lin is t po litics  to the p a tte rn  
set by the Social Dem ocracy; 
th a t is, u t il iz in g  positions o f 
leadership in  the w o rk in g  class 
to keep s trugg les fro m  becoming 
m il ita n t  by  con fin ing them  w ith ­
in  the w a ll o f bourgeois p a r lia ­
ments.

This is the course the S ta lin - 
in is ts  are now fo llo w in g  in 
France. T h e ir  p a rtic u la r a im  a t 
the m om ent is to dem onstrate 
th e ir  capacity to func tion  in  ac-

cordance w ith  the Social Demo­
c ra tic  pa tte rn .

O LD S T U F F
In  ca lling  fo r  a un ited f ro n t  

(a c tu a lly  a “ People’s F ro n t” ), 
K tirtjshehev advanced no th ing 
new. T h is  was S ta lin ’s po licy 
a fte r  1935 when he touted the 
People’s F ro n t as a nostrum  fo r  
m eeting the pressure o f German 
im peria lism . S ta lin  ended the 
People’s F ro n t by s ig n in g  a pact 
w ith  H itle r .  Khrushchev couples 
the ca ll fo r  a People’s F ro n t, 
which would presum ably res is t 
A ng lo -A  m e r i c a n  im peria lism , 
w ith  a ca ll fo r  a pact w ith  W a ll 
S treet.

The o ffe r  o f a pact was ac­
companied by s trong  statem ents 
about the a lte rn a tive  i f  W ash­
ing ton  and London pursue th e ir  
present course. “ Indeed,”  said 
Khrushchev, “ there are on ly tw o  
w ays; e ith e r peaceful coexist­
ence, o r the m ost devasta ting  
w a r in h is to ry . There is no th ird  
a lte rn a tive .”

The fu l l  tex ts  o f the speeches 
made a t the T w en tie th  Congress 
are not ye t ava ilable. B u t i t  is  
c lear fro m  the sample m a te ria l 
in  the press th a t the Congress 
had a double fun c tion . (1 ) B y 
stress on perform ance and by 
prom ises and threats, to  consoli­
date the position o f S ta lin ’s 
heirs w ith  the bureaucra tic  caste 
they represent. (2 ) To em pha­
size how they propose to  meet 
the th rea ts  to the caste eman­
a tin g  fro m  the Soviet masses 
fro m  one side and fro m  w orld  
im peria lism  on the other.

To the mass opposition in  the 
Soviet U n ion the K re m lin  o f fe r ­
ed demagogy plus prom ises o f 
be tte r tim es to  come. To the im ­
p e ria lis t wolves the K re m lin  o f­
fered cooperation in  hand ling  
w orking-class m ilita n c y  and col­
on ia l rebellions. Thus the new 
reg im e remained tru e  to S ta lin  
at the f irs t Congress held since 
his death even w h ile  d isc la im ing  
some o f his methods and t ra d i­
tion .
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The N.Y. Times Is #/lnvincible/#
Wall Street’s press squirms when it con- civil war). Then he would have to admit

siders the giant successes of the Soviet that in Russia we see giant strides toward
Union in the economic field since the 1917 industrialization, including agriculture, and
workers’ revolution. I t  squirms even when an undeniable leap in the cultural level of
it  tries to expose the loaded statistics and a once illiterate country. While in Spain
extravagant boasts of the Kremlin bureau- he would be forced to admit the stagnation,
crats, as at the Twentieth Congress of the decline in the standard of living, and fetid
Soviet Union’s Communist Party. decay in the cultural level of a capitalist-

Even the powerful N. Y. Times, which blessed land, 
is able to pay for quality as well as But even in taking America for corn- 
quantity in buying arguments in defense parison, does the editor of the Times really
of capitalism, suffers the embarrassment think no one remembers the news he con-
of dire poverty in trying to discount the siders f i t  to print? In the Feb. 4 Times,
progress clearly recognizable in the former for instance, the editor himself had to
empire of the Czars. agree with Gov. Harriman that one out of

For instance, in a Feb. 16 editorial, this eleven families in the U.S. lives on an
authoritative voice of Big Business is annual income of less than §1,000, and one
■reduced to sputtering: “ Would an ‘invin- out of five on less than §2,000.
cible’ system have failed so abysmally as The very day before he decided to wiggle 
Soviet communism has in giving its neo- out of admitting the inherent capacities
pie a decent standard of living. . . ? Does of planned economy, as demonstrated by
Khrushchev really think that an economic the record in the Soviet Union despite the
system which is still only in the stage of bureaucratic deformations, the editor pub-
promising its people a forty-two-hour lished the results of an official survey in
week is more attractive than a system New York, richest city of the capitalist
which has given its people a thirty-five or world, showing that three-quarters of all
fo rty hour week with the highest standard residential housing is substandard and
of living in the world?”  22% is “ dangerous and prejudicial to life

Does the editor of the N. Y. Times and health.”  
really think that no one notices his dis- Now, as expiation for his sophistry, we 
honesty in not. taking fo r comparison a respectfully suggest that the editor of the 
country at the level of Czarist Russia when Times please write an editorial explaining 
the 1917 Revolution occurred? why the “ invincible’ capitalist system ir

Suppose, for example, he took Swain. America could not even laise minimurr
First he would have to note that Spain wages to §1 an hour until March 1, 195f
escaped the ravages of two world wars in and then felt forced to exclude about five-
which the Russian people suffered heavily eighths of the work force from the
(although Spain, like Russia, did suffer provisions of the law.



The Negro Struggle
----------------------------  By Jean Blake ----------------------------

Labor and the Alabama Boycott Law
We’ve made the point time and again 

in this column that the fate of civil rights 
for Negroes and of union organization in 
the South are inseparable. The Mont­
gomery, Alabama grand ju ry  investigation 
of the current boycott of Jim Crow buses 
in that city is handwriting on the wall — 
in great big letters — for all labor to see: 
Close ranks now with the militant Negro 
fighters for democratic rights. The gov­
ernment is sharpening legal weapons 
against them to use on you.

The “ crime” of the Montgomery Ne­
groes is that they are hurting the profits 
of National City Lines, operators of the 
Montgomery City Bus Lines. They are 
refusing to pay their hard-earned money 
for the privilege of being segregated and 
insulted.

The law under which they are being 
investigated is Alabama’s boycott law, a 
statute originally aimed at labor disputes, 
a strike-breaking law. Should the boycott 
be declared illegal under that law, persons 
convicted as leaders will be subject to a 
six months’ jail term plus a fine of $500.

But the grand jury  and other’ local 
authorities trying to break the solidarity 
of the Negro masses are not lim iting them­
selves to the boycott law alone; they are 
following the familiar pattern of legal 
frame-up and pressure by other agencies 
common to all oppressive states.

On Feb. 18 Fred D. Gray, 25-year-old Ne­
gro attorney, was arrested on a charge 
of unlawfully filing an anti-segregation 
suit in U.S. District Court last month 
without the consent of one of the five

Negro women whose names appear on the 
complaint.

The basis for this charge was a state­
ment by Mrs. Jeanetta Reese to Mayor 
L. A. Gayle, in the presence of two news­
papermen, that she “ didn’t  know what she 
was signing”  when she put her name on 
the court petition.

Attorney Gray, victim of this trans­
parent frame-up, was recently reclassified 
by a local draft board from the 4-D 
classification he has held since 1948 as a 
“ practicing minister” to 1-A.

The grand jury is expected to hand down 
additional indictments naming more than 
one hundred other defendants involved in 
the bus boycott. [See story page one — ed.]

Does anyone doubt that if  Alabama can 
make the boycott law indictments and 
frame-ups stick in these cases it  will 
hesitate to use the same tactics against 
¿he union movement, for which the statute 
was passed in the firs t place?

Now is the time for a lll unions to throw 
moral, financial, physical and political sup­
port behind the Montgomery bus boycott. 
Such a campaign by labor could do two 
things:

(1) I t  could deal a blow to the boycott 
law before it  is used against the union 
organizing drive.

(2) I t  would win the support of the 
Negro workers of Montgomery for labor 
organization better than tons of leaflets 
and hundreds of speeches could do.

The colored workers of Montgomery 
have demonstrated their desire and ability 
to organize. All that’s needed now is for 
the labor movement to show equal sin­
cerity and determination.

Other Side of the Story
--------------------------------  By Robert Chester --------------------------------

Never accept a press agent’s story at 
face value. There is always a gimmick in 
it somewhere. I fell for one when 1 wrote 
“ Advice to Engineers,” which appeared 
in the Feb. 13 Militant.

I t  is true that the demand for scientists 
and research men is high, as is the com­
petition for new graduates. But that is 
only one side of the story.

The other side did not appear when the 
press agent’s story about engineers was 
featured in the newspapers. The other side 
came in the form of indignant letters from 
engineers.

SOME OTHER PLANET
For example, the N. Y. Times printed a 

letter, Feb. 9, from Henry Mayer, counsel 
for the Engineers and Scientists of Amer­
ica, who said: “ Engineers reading your 
news story would believe that they had 
stepped off one of their new earth-bound 
satellites onto the moon or some other 
planet.

“ The engineers at Arma [a big ad­
vertiser] had to go through a ten-week 
strike this year in order to get a fa ir con­
tract. The Engineers Association at Sperry 
also had to strike at Lake Success two 
years ago and are now in the throes of 
difficult contract negotiations.”  The West­
ern Electric Company, he said, was paying 
its engineers an average of $3.17 an hour, 
which is less than many building trade 
mechanics receive, when it  refused "> 
renew its contract with the union lari 
November.

“ The dream world of alleged piracy,”

continued Mr. Mayer, “ obviously did not 
include the ‘gentlemen’s agreement’ among 
the members of the A ircraft Industries 
Association. That agreement constitutes a 
blacklist in reverse. Under it  the great 
employers of engineers in the country 
undertook not to employ engineers in the 
employ of others without written consent 
of the present employers.”

JVIr. Mayer then makes a telling point. 
“ The shortage of engineers is attributable 
to the manner in which the employers 
dilute the skills of engineers after they 
capture them. So huge are the industrial 
projects today that assembly-line methods 
are used in breaking the engineering job 
into bits and pieces.”  He quotes Professor 
Eli Ginsberg of Columbia University who 
reports that, “ first-rate engineers are being 
used to do second-rate jobs.”

Such letters ring true. I t  looks as if  part 
of my advice to engineers was not needed. 
They know what the bosses are like. They 
are trying to solve their job problems the 
way other workers do, by organizing and 
fighting.

But the rest of what I said still holds. 
The engineers, like other workers, still 
have to face the larger problems of the 
witch hunt, of war, unemployment and 
inflation. They can best solve them 
through their unions and through inde­
pendent political action.

The engineers and scientists will play 
m  important role in the future in develop- 
;ng the national planning America needs. 
But that future won’t be under capitalism. 
I t  will be under socialism.

W IL L IE  R E ID  was given an indefinite stay, 
Feb. 17, by N. Y. State Supreme Court Justice 
Dineen u n til F lorida can prove tha t Reid was 
legally convicted of a crime. Governor Hars-iman 
signed extradition paipers that would send Reid 
back to a chain gang. His removal from N. Y., 
however, is now delayed while a hearing is 
prepared on Reid’s charges that, he was jailed 
w ithout a tidal desgyite a plea of “ not g u ilty .”

*  *  *

HOUSING CONDITIONS in almost three- 
fourths of Manihattan’s crowded 40,000 residential 
buildings was marked substandard by New York 
C ity's Deputy Housing Commissioner fo llow ing a 
survey begun March 1, 1954, the Feb. 10 N. Y. 
Times reported. These were the results o f the 
firs t complete survey ever made. The most 
fla g ra n t violations were those in houses orig ina lly  
b u ilt fo r one or two fam ilies tha t now house as 
many as 25 fam ilies.

*  5$ *

LONGEST AUTO STR IKE IN  NORTH AM ER­
ICA, lasting 148 days, was ended when General 
Motors signed a two-and-a-haif year contract w ith  
17,500 members of the United Automobile W ork­
ers in a number of d iffe ren t plants throughout 
Canada. The contract included a package deal 
th a t totaled 26.2 cents an hour increase w ith sup­
plemental la yo ff benefits. Many wage d ifferen­
tia ls  w ith  U.S. workers were eliminated.

*  *  *

FROM LABO R’S D A ILY . Feb. 16: Manager 
(po in ting to cigarette bu tt on the f lo o r) : “ Smith, 
is th is yours?”  Smith (p leasantly): “ Not at all
sir. You saw i t  firs t.”

*  *  ❖

M AU RICE TRAVIS, form er secretary-treasurer 
of bhe independent Mine, M ill and Smelter W ork­
ers Union', was sentenced to eight years .in prison 
and $8,000 fine a fte r being convicted fo r perjury 
under the Oomnvuni'at a ffidav it clause o f the

T a ft-H a rtley  A c t which bars Communist Party 
members from holding union office. Travis was 
convicted by the testimony of paid government 
witnesses who claimed the union leader remained 
inside the Communist Party even though he had 
issued a public statement of resignation to con­
form  w ith the requirements o f the Act. This was 
the same charge under which Ben Gold of the 
International F.ur and Leather W orkers Union and 
Hugh Bryson of the Marine, Cooks and Stewards 
Union were convicted.

*  *  *

FORD LOCAL 600, largest local of the United 
Automobile Workers Union, ha» sent a letter 
p.asesd by its> general council asking the U.S. 
Solic itcr General to help in  obtaining a Supreme 
Court review of the D etro it Smith Act cases. Six 
Communist P arty  members were convicted under 
the act. The Local 600 le tte r pointed o u t: ‘ ‘We in 
Local 600 are especially concerned in the D etro it 
cases because of testimony in said eases which, 
according to newspaper accounts, indicated tha t 
one of the witnesses was actually employed by 
the FR I to check on union activ ities in Local 
600. . .”

*  -f- *

MRS. ELEANOR ROOSEVELT was asked: 
“ What does the resit o f the world th ink  about our 
treatment o f the Negro?”  during a speech at 
Rollins College in W in ter Park, Fla. th is month. 
She replied: “ We must remember two things 
about, the w orld: F irs t, tha t two-thirds of its  
people are colored; and second, that those very 
people by reason of the ir long experience and 
the ir new freedom, are exceedingly sensitive 
about colonialism. I  recall a l it t le  m atter tha t 
occurred over here, the kind o f th ing  ap t to 
happen anywhere, any time, ra ting  a paragraph 
or two. But i t  blazed in headlines a ll over the 
Orient, and was the firs t question I was asked in 
Tokyo-, Hong Kong, V ie t Nam, Malaya, Siam.”

Story o f a Kentucky Home that Was Bombed
By Myra Tanner Weiss

Andrew and C harlo tte  Wade IV , heroic figh te rs  against 
segregation in  K en tucky, are shown 'w ith  th e ir  tw o daughters, 
Andrea and Rosemary. Dynam ite , exploded by rac is ts  on June 
27. 1954, wrecked th e ir  home. L it t le  Rosemary ( r ig h t )  happened 
to be away from  home th a t n ig h t o r she would no t be alive today.

F o r nearly  tw o years a lovely 
l i t t le  ranch-s ty le  house in the 
suburbs o f Lou isv ille , K entucky, 
has stood cold and em pty, g rad­
ua lly  y ie ld ing  to the w ind and 
ra in — a ll because a N egro ve te r­
an took i t  fo r  his fa m ily . One 
side o f the house s t i l l  shows a 
gaping hole above a p ile o f 
crum bled b rick  where dynam ite  
exploded on June 27, 1954 —  a 
constant rem inder to  the  fa m i­
lies liv in g  in  th is  neighborhood 
o f the unreasoned hate and p re­
judice o f some among them — a 
hate tha t doesn’t  stop a t v io ­
lence, te rro r  and even m urder.

I tho ugh t o f th a t vacant house 
as I  listened to  Andrew' Wade 
IV , a young Negro veteran, te ll 
me the s to ry  o f his long s trugg le  
to find a home in w h ich he could 
b rin g  up his tw o sm all children. 
A search th a t was to  end w ith  
b u rn ing  crosses, th rea ts , an ex­
plosion and f in a lly  the sta te ’s 
persecution o f s e v e n  w h ite  
friends  o f the W ade fa m ily .

L ike  m ost Am ericans Wade is 
no t a rich  man. The b iggest p u r­
chase he m ig h t hope to make in 
his li fe  would be a house. He 
and h is w ife  would probably 
spend the rest o f th e ir  days 
there. They had defin ite  ideas 
about the k ind  o f house i t  should 
be.

C O N S P IR A C Y
“ The Com m onwealth o f K en­

tucky  tr ie d  to p o rtra y  me as an 
innocent v ic tim  o f a com m unist 
conspiracy to s t ir  up troub le ,”  
Wade to ld  me, “ A  conspiracy in 
w'hich C arl and Anne Braden 
were supposed to be the chief 
p lo tte rs. The tru th  was quite 
d iffe r-ent and I  had no d if f ic u lty  
in p ro v in g  th is  —  to anyone in ­
terested in tru th . I  consulted 
w ith  m any rea l estate agents, 
looked a t m any houses before I 
found w hat I wanted. I  ta lked 
to m ortgage companies about 
financing the purchase and dis­
cussed each problem , as I  en­
countered them, w ith  m y law'yer.

“ The d iff ic u lt ie s  I  met just 
looking fo r  a house are m et by 
Negroes everywhere —  in  the 
N o rth  as w e ll as the South. The 
rea l conspiracy —  and i t  is a 
b ig  one,”  Wade said em phatic* 
a lly , “ is tha t o f the rea l estate 
agents and m ortgage companies. 
T h a t is the po in t tha t you must 
make when you w rite  about our 
figh t in  Lo u isv ille .”

I was glad to see th a t the 
state o f K entucky hadn’t  pu t A n ­
drew Wade on the defensive. Far 
from  it .  He was accusing the 
forces in th is  country tha t are 
responsible fo r  segregation, in ­
clud ing the p ro tective  covering 
and even aid tha t the govern­
ment o ften suppjies them. A s a 
m an fig h tin g  fo r  princ ip les he 
believes in, Wade spoke w ith  
s treng th  and confidence and the 
easy hum or th a t belongs to those 
who know they are r ig h t  and are 
una fra id .

T H E  R U N A R O U N D
“ One real estate agent made 

an appo in tm ent w ith  me,”  he 
said. “ He showed me a house. I 
liked i t  and the price fit ,  but 
suddenly the rea l estate agent 
raised the down-paym ent th a t 
had been advertised. He asked 
me fo r  $400. He eviden tly  d idn ’t  
th in k  I  had th a t much fo r  he 
seemed surprised when I handed 
h im  fo u r  $100 b ills . L a te r he 
begged me to take the money 
back because, he claimed, he 
would lose his job i f  he w ent 
th rough  w ith  the deal. O f course, 
no documents were signed. I 
on ly  had a tem porary  rece ip t; 
so I had no choice bu t to take 
the money back.

“ A no ther rea l estate agent, 
a fte r  I  showed in te rest in a 
house, to ld  me the couple re-

"An Excellent 
Suspect"

111 the m ortgage su it to  take 
Andrew  Wade’s house away 
from  him , Feb. 9, Conrad J. 
Lynn, Wade's a tto rney, asked 
C ity  Police C h ie f, C a rl Heustis, 
the fo llow ing  question: “ In
your conversation w ith  [C ounty 
Police C h ie f] Colonel Laym an, 
did he te ll you he had an ad­
mission o r confession o f any­
one who adm itted bom bing th is  
home of Wade’s? ”

“ A . He told me at the tim e 
he warned me o f the  condition, 
o f the poss isb ility  o f trouble 
occurring  at the Braden home, 
tha t they had an excellent 
suspect whom they believed 
they would make a case on, 
and he mentioned the name of 
Rohn. . . Under the c ircum ­
stances he fe lt  there should 
have been detectives there 1 at 
the Braden home] and I agreed 
w ith  h im .”

N e ithe r Rohn nor the South 
End Federal Savings &  Loan 
Association made any e f fo r t  to 
con trad ic t H eustis ’s statem ent.

fused to  sell. So I w en t to see 
them to find out fo r  m yse lf. The 
man expla ined th a t he was m ov­
ing  to Texas. He also said he 
respected people o f m y race and 
though t we had a r ig h t  to live 
whei'e we wanted. He would sell 
to me, he said, bu t h is m other 
and fa th e r  would s t i l l  be liv in g  
in  Lou isv ille  and people may 
make i t  hard on them.

“ T a l k  a b o u t  conspiracies,”  
Wade said laugh ing, “ I f  those 
real estate in te rests aren ’t  en­
gaged in a conspiracy to segre­
gate Negroes— I ’d like  to know

(Continued fro m  page 1)
A no the r case reported by G ran­

v ille  K n ig h t, M .D., o f Santa B a r­
bara, C a lif., in  F o rtn ig h t, Sept. 
15, 1954, concerned a m other, 
aged 38, to whom the te rm  “ il l-  
health”  had been a stranger. 
Now she complained of “ fa tig ue , 
headache, d izzy spells, pa itls  in 
the back and arms, loss o f ap­
pe tite  and w e igh t, together w ith  
the blues . . . La bo ra to ry  tests 
showed evidence o f moderate 
liv e r damage. D D T po'.;r>n:n. 
was suspected. Persistent ques­
tion in g  fin a lly  revealed th a t a 
DDT aerosol bomb had been used 
frequen tly , in  her bedroom, fo r  
the contro l o f fleas.”

These are typ ica l cases, com­
piled by W ickenden, o f direct 
poisoning. F a r more insidious is 
the poison tha t le f t  the aerosol 
can some tim e ago, k illed  the 
insects it was aimed at, but 
which nrfw comes to your table 
as a tasteless, odorless residue.

F o r example, according to 
W ickenden, A g r ic u ltu ra l and Food 
C hem istry, Sept. 29, 1954, re ­
ported th a t the U.S. Public 
H ea lth  Service picked up fo r  
analysis 25 representative meals 
prepared in various restau ran ts  
and a correctional in s titu tio n  — 
e igh t in  the m orn ing , nine a t 
m idday, e igh t in  the evening. 
The meals were made up of 
“ meats, s e a f o o d ,  vegetables, 
breads, cereals, potatoes, da iry  
products, and so fo r th .”  The 
analysis showed th a t “ every one 
contained D D T.”

W A S H IN G  IS N ’T  E N O U G H
You m ay th in k  th a t by p re­

p a rin g  you r food a t home you 
can avoid the le thal ingredients. 
A thorough washing, you th in k , 
should take i t  o f f  the f r u i t  and 
vegetables you buy on the m a r­
ket. T h is  worked w ith  some of 
the o ld-tim e a g ric u ltu ra l chem­
icals. B u t the chemical tru s t 
knows more than i t  used to. 
“ The modern pesticide is very 
e ffic ien t. I t  does not m ere ly coat 
the outside o f an apple; i t  pene­
tra tes  the sk in  and im pregnates 
the pulp. I t  passes th rough  the 
skin o f a potato and even th rough  
the shell o f a peanut. . . .”

C u ttin g  down on fru its  and 
greens and sw itch ing  to meat 
and d a iry  products won’t  help
you escape being a guinea pig
fo r  pesticides. You w ill s t i l l  get 
you r da ily  dose o f bug k ille rs . 
“ W hen cattle  eat crops tha t have 
been sprayed, or when the ca ttle  
or the barns which they occupy 
have been sprayed, poison be­
comes stored in the an im als’ fa t 
and, when the meat is eaten,
passes in to  the fa t of the human 
consumer. S im ila r ly , it w ill pass 
in to  m ilk , b u tte r and cheese.”

There ’s a chance, o f course, 
th a t you’re one o f the few  who 
is “ s trong ly  res is ta n t”  to the 
cum ula tive  e ffec t o f sm all doses 
of poison. Perhaps you’re like  
some o f the pests who prove to 
be im m une to DD T. On the other 
hand, the re ’s also the chance 
th a t you “ are h ig h ly  susceptible.”  
M ore lik e ly  you’re among those 
who get s ick on ly  when “ the ac­
cum ula tion  reaches a h igh  enough

w hat a conspiracy is.
“ There is no law  to  prevent a 

N egro from  buy ing  a house any­
where he wants. B ut my expe ri­
ence ce rta in ly  proves the e x is t­
ence o f the conspiracy to keep 
us segregated. So a fte r  consult­
in g  w ith  my lawyers and others, 
we decided to make the in it ia l 
purchase th rough  a w h ite  pe r­
son. I  approached three w h ite  
acquaintances but a ll three re ­
fused. The fo u rth  one I  ap­
proached was C arl Braden. I  had­
n ’ t seen h im  or his w ife  fo r about 
three years, bu t when I  fin a lly

O f course, i f  W ickenden’s g rim  
p ic tu re  is accurate —  and his 
facts are qu ite im pressive —  you 
“ m ay even die,”  bu t you r “ illness 
may never be co rre c tly  d iag ­
nosed.”  I t  w i l l  be reported th a t 
you were “ s u ffe r in g  fro m  a 
‘v iru s ’ disease, o r fro m  . . . in - 
fla m a tio n  o f the live r, or fro m  
periphera l neu ritis , o r fro m  one 

’- '. I f  a dozen other diseases 
whose sym ptom s resemble those 
b rough t on by po isoning.”

“ N E W  V IR U S E S ” ?
How nu.ny o f us go to the 

doctor because we aren’ t  “ fee ling  
so good,”  on ly to have him  te ll 
us tha t i t ’s m ost lik e ly  one o f 
the “ new viruses” ? W hat are 
these so-called “ new”  viruses? 
W ickenden wonders w hy they 
appeared precise ly when the 
Am erican table began to include 
sp rink ling s  o f deadly pesticides 
as a new food condiment.

A n a rtic le  fro m  The A m erican 
Journa l o f D igestive Diseases, 
Nov., 1953, reported by W icken­
den, states: “ W ith o u t exception, 
every one o f the ch lorina ted cy ­
clic hyda-ocarbons is a liv e r 
poison . . . Chlorina ted naph tha­
lenes were shown to produce 
hepa titis  . . .  as long ago as 
1936, and were responsible fo r  
many deaths among w orkers  in 
indus try , long before these com­
pounds were used in a g ric u ltu re .”

W ickenden says tha t the cause 
o f “ hyperkera tos is”  in cattle , an 
in fectious disease, is now known. 
The cause is ch lorinated hyd ro ­
carbon. And the “ most notorious 
o f a ll chlorinated hydrocarbons 
is D D T,”  a lthough “ others, equal­
ly  deadly o r more so, are being 
sprayed lib e ra lly  over our food.”  
Then he draws a strong  pa ra lle l 
between “ hyperkera tos is”  in  ca t­
tle  and “ h e pa titis ”  in  humans.

He quotes a N .Y . T im es a rtic le  
o f Feb. 19, 1955: “ Known cases 
o f he pa titis  have tr ip le d  in  che 
la s t three years . . . The disease 
rose to f i f th  place o f prevalence 
in the H ealth  D epartm ent’s lis t 
o f communicable diseases . . . 
The disease is caused by a v iru s  
th a t ch ie fly  a ffec ts  the liv e r. I t  
is characterized by . . . weak­
ness. I t  usua lly  takes adults six 
weeks to two m onths to  recover.”

W ickenden states th a t a l­
though “ these facts are recog­
nized by a la rge p ropo rtion  o f 
the m edical and chemical p ro ­
fessions . . . there seems to  be 
a reluctance to offend, o r tangle 
w ith , the im m ensely w ea lthy  and 
pow erfu l in terests responsible fo r  
the m anufacture  and m arke ting  
o f these products.”

We can sym path ize w ith  the 
fa rm e r who uses poisons because 
he doesn’t  w a n t insects to lunch 
on his crops, but i t  seems th a t 
in the long run chemical k ille rs  
are se lf-de fea ting . The more 
sprays the more insects. "Insects 
bu ild  up an im m u n ity ”  to poison. 
S t il l worse is the fa c t th a t the 
poisons decimate parasites th a t 
used to keep insects down. W ith  
the parasites reduced, the im ­
mune insects m u ltip ly  a t astro-

felocated them, they read ily  agreed 
to help me.

“ The Bradens d idn ’t  approach 
me, as would be the case i f  1 
were an innocent v ic tim  in a 
seditious p lo t. There are many 
w h ite  people who oppose segre­
gation . I was look ing  fo r  one 
who would back up his views 
w ith  action. The Bradens were 
consistent.

“ S ho rtly  a fte r  I moved in, 
James I.  Rohn who lived across 
the street, the bu ild e r from  
whom the Bradens purchased the 
house, and his son came to v is it  
me. Rohn said ‘the y ’ had sent 
them to buy the house back.”

A nd you sa id ,“ No thank y o u ? ”  
I asked.

Wade sm iled. “ I refused po in t 
blank. I  to ld  them  $40,000 is 
w o rth  no more than 25c when a 
p rinc ip le  is involved. A nd th a t 
p rinc ip le  was m y r ig h t  to  live  
in a house o f m y own choosing.

D ID N ’T  SCARE
“ N e x t the Rohns w ent to see 

the Bradens,”  Wade continued, 
“ w ith  about 15 other characters 
along. The Bradens d idn ’t  scare 
e ither. Then, several days la te r 
they burned the cross in  m y 
yard . Rohn and his son la te r 
confessed to  bu rn ing  the cross 
bu t no one has ever done an y ­
th in g  about it .

“ I t  was on June 27 th a t the 
explosion h it.  The house is s t i l l  
s it t in g  unrepaired. The insurance 
company paid the $5,000 fo r  re ­
pa irs bu t the  cou rt is ho ld ing 
the money u n t il the outcome o f 
the s u it to deny me ownership 
o f the house is determ ined.”

As we continued ta lk in g  over 
our coffee, we turned to the 
broad pa tte rn  o f te r ro r  aga inst

nomical rates. In addition, new 
insects th a t were fo rm e rly  no t 
much o f a problem suddenly ap­
pear in enormous hordes because 
the old balance has been de­
stroyed. “ Now  we have the  in ­
sect as a problem  . . . Th ings 
get a l i t t le  t ig h te r  a ll the tim e ”

R ichard F. Peters, Chief, B u r­
eau o f Vector C ontro l, State De­
partm ent o f H ealth , San F ra n ­
cisco, fra n k ly  adm its th a t the 
widespread use o f chemicals in 
a ttem pted con tro l o f pests has 
proved "ca lam itous.”  The insects 
are w inn ing  the w ar despite 
th e ir losses in  the chemical ba t­
tles.

O rganic G ardening and F a rm ­
ing, Dec. 1955, evaluates the 
cffectivenes o f pesit contro l by 
the use o f DDT and o ther chem­
ical sprays: “ Insects s truck  hard 
in  ’55. Chinch bugs ravished corn 
crops in a dozen states; severe 
grasshopper in fe s ta tion  spread 
a ll the w ay east; Canada re p o rt­
ed over a b illion  d o lla r loss to 
pests. M ore and m ore bugs de­
veloped im m u n ity  to D D T  and 
o ther sprays —  among them  the

the N egro people in the U.S. to ­
day and the 100% F B I and po­
lice record o f “ no a rres ts ”  o f 
te rro r is ts . W a d e  commented, 
“ There have been about 40 
bom bings in the South since 
1951 and there  have been no 
convictions in any o f these 
cases.”

And how about Lou isv ille?  
Have the au tho ritie s  done any­
th in g  about the real te rro r is ts  
and would-be m urderers who 
bombed his house?

“ Oh, the governm ent took ac­
tion , a ll r ig h t, a f te r  several 
m onths had gone by,”  Wade an­
swered. “ I t  indicted m ost o f these 
frien ds  who had helped me. The 
Grand J u ry  asked them  a lo t  o f 
questions about the books they  
read, o rgan iza tions they  be long­
ed to and then indicted them on 
charges ra n g in g  fro m  causing 
the explosion to conspiracy to 
ove rth row  the governm ent o f 
K en tucky.”

C arl Braden was the f ir s t  to 
be tr ie d  on these fa n ta s tic  
charges. He was sentenced to 15 
years a t hard labo r and had to 
spend over seven m onths in  ja i l  
before enough help came fro m  
the rest o f the coun try  to raise 
the highest ba il ever set in  K en­
tu c k y ’s h is to ry .

“ W hat is needed now,”  W ade 
to ld  me earnestly, “ is enough 
help fro m  the  N o rth  to le t those 
in  the South who are fig h tin g  
segregation know th a t they do 
not stand alone. The Bradens 
and the others w ill be v indica ted. 
B ut the  f ig h t m ust no t stop 
there. Those who would force 
segregation down the th roa ts  o f 
decent people m ust be beaten. 
T h is  v ic to ry  is  a m in im um . I  
w il l never settle  fo r  less.”

devasta ting  red spiders and sev­
era l types o f aphids.”

W h ile  insects fa ttened  and 
m u ltip lie d  d e s p i t ‘e chem ical 
sprays, “ weed k ille rs  and insec­
tic ides dea lt repeated blows to 
p la n t life , crops, livestock, f is h , 
b irds, and human hea lth .” .

Possibly we should agree w jth  
W ickenden th a t “ an A m erican  
citizen, today, m ay as welil recon­
cile h im se lf to the fa c t th a t he 
and his fa m ily  arc  constantly  
absorbing sm all doses o f ex­
trem e ly  pow erfu l poisons, some 
o f which are cum ula tive  . . .”  

W e can, o f course, com fo rt 
ourselves w ith  the though t th a t 
the p ro fits  o f the chemical t ru s t  
are also cum ula tive and th a t it& 
is the health  o f business, no t 
humans, th a t re a lly  m a tte rs  un* 
der cap ita lism .

For only S I.25 you can get a 
one-year subscription to the 
M arxist quarterly, Fourth In - 
ternational, 116 University PL, 
New York 3, N . Y .

Have You Had Your Poison?
concentration in the body . . ® -
T ha t takes tim e. Maybe a couple 
o f decades No S po ilage

A to m ic  rad ia tion , deadly to  a l l bacteria, itf claimed to  have 
been iused successfully in preserv ing  food. A t top a conveyor 
system drops packed cans near entrance o f ta n k -lik e  s truc tu re  
( r ig h t ) .  T h is  contains intense gamma rad ia tion , w ith  which the 
cans are bombarded a fte r  they en ter the tank. Below ( le f t )  is 
a slice o f untreated cheese, show ing signs o f de te rio ra tion , w h ile  
( r ig h t )  a slice o f cheese tha t had undergone ir ra d ia tio n  appears 
unspoiled a fte r  a year. Some au th o ritie s  fea r side e ffects m ay 
be h a rm fu l to humans.

Notes from the News


