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Plan Big Rallies 
In Deep South; 
Witnesses Flee

By George Lavan
The fury of the Negro people over the lynching of 

14-year-old Emmett Till continued to express itself in 
mass protest meetings throughout the country. In addition
to th e ir  anger the audiences 
everywhere expressed th e ir  de­
s ire  fo r a program  o f action to 
combat the racist re ign of te r­
ro r now rag ing in M ississipp i. 
No such program , however, was 
fo rthcom ing  from  the Negro, la ­
bor or libe ra l leaders who ad­
dressed these meetings.

A large num ber o f p ro test 
m eetings in  the South have been 
held or arc being planned by 
the N a tiona l Association fo r  the 
Advancem ent o f Colored People.

In  New Y o rk  C ity  a second 
b ig  mass m eeting took place on 
Oct. 2 a t the Lawson A u d ito r­
ium  on 125th St. The b ig  the ­
a tre  was packed beyond its  
3,000 capacity, w ith  people 
stand ing  in the aisles o f the 
orchestra and the two balconies, 
and outside on 124th St. where 
the speeches were broadcast by 
am p lifie rs .

Roy W ilk in s , Executive-Secre­
ta ry  o f the N A A C P , read the 
audience c lipp ings  fro m  M iss is­
sippi newspapers th a t “ we know 
outside a g ita to rs  l i k e  the 
N A A C P  w ill no t be sa tis fie d ”  
w ith  the outcome o f the tr ia l,  
b u t th a t “ a ll reasonable men 
w i l l  be.”  One e d ito r ia l ended: 
“ The T il l  t r ia l is over and the 
sooner we fo rg e t about i t  the 
be tte r o f f  everybody w ill be.”

When W ilk in s  asked the aud i­
ence i f  they would fo rg e t the 
T il l  case, a h e a rtfe lt  ‘*No” 
ro lled th rough  the aud ito rium .

5--------------------------------- -------
P o in tin g  out that, the T il l lynch­
ing  was no isolated event but 
pa rt o f a “ system ,”  the N A A C P  
head described the exp lo ita tion  
o f the Negro people- in the 
South and the te rr ib le  economic 
pressure employed to  make them 
abandon the f ig h t  fo r  school 
desegregation and the vote.

He to ld how in  Yazoo c ity  the 
W hite  C itizens Council took a 
fu ll-page  newspaper ad to p r in t 
names and addresses o f Negroes 
who signed a desegregation pe­
tit io n . He cited the case o f a 
N egro  storekeeper there, driven 
out by the economic boycott. H is 
store could not get products 
o f na tiona l companies. W ilk in s  
named some o f these products. 
Not tha t he was suggesting a 
counter-boycott because tha t 
wouldn’ t be nice, he said, but 
ju s t lo  make the in fo rm a tio n  
available. I f  the audience d idn ’t 
know what to do about it ,  “ then 
shame on you.”

W ilk in s  advised his hearers 
“ to see you r Dem ocratic leaders 
and te ll them you don’t like 
w h a t’s go ing on in M ississipp i. 
And i f  they don’t  like  w ha t you 
say maybe they can look some­
where else fo r  th e ir  help . . . 
And you Republicans, ta lk  lo 
you r p a rty , too. They con tro l 
the D epartm ent o f Justice .”  

W h ile  W ilk in s ’ p o litica l advice 
re flected the N egro d issatis fac- 

(Continued on page 2)

P o in tin g  O ut the Lynchers

In dramatic defiance of Southern Jim-Crow code, 61-year- 
old Moses Wright rises from his chair in the courtroom at 
Sumner, Miss., and identifies the two white men, Roy Bryant, 
and J. W. Milam, who kidnaped and killed his 14-year-old nephew, 
Emmett Louis Till.

Curran Admits Danger 
To NMU Hiring Hall

By James O’Hara
NEW  YORK, Oct. 3 —  The national convention of the 

CTO National Maritime Union opened this morning with 
some 500 delegates from ship and shore in attendance.

By outward appearance the con­
vention is an im pressive demo­
c ra tic  ga the ring  to  discuss m a t­
ters o f great concern to the union. 
A c tu a lly , however, the close co l­
labora tion  o f union leaders w ith  
the shipowners and Coast Guard 
e ffec tive ly  guarantees tha t no 
seamen w ith  m ilita n t o r radical 
ideas can be around. The sim ple 
device used is to a rb it ra r ily  screen 
such workers out o f the in du s try . 
Thousands have been screened out 
and th is  has in tim ida ted  the 
others. O pposition (o the en­
trenched C urran leadership be­
comes thereby very circumspect 
and m uffled .

NiM'TJ President Joe C u rran ’s 
opening address to the conven­
tion  took as its  keynote the gov- 
ernimenit’s th re a t to the union 
h ir in g  ha ll. Ho attacked the gov­
ernm ent-run h ir in g  ha il fo r  long­
shoremen in the p o rt o f New 
Y ork  and linked the f ig h t against 
it. to the seamen’s f lig h t to m ain­
ta in  th e ir  ro ta ry  sh ipp ing union 
balls.

C urran 's  sym pathies w ith  tin  
independent International! Long ­
shoremen's Association stem from  
the ve ry  real fe a r o f the  con­
sequences o f an A F L-con tro lled  
w a te rfro n t. Those who headed the 
A E L  drive  aga inst the IL A  made 
no secret o f th e ir  enm ity  fo r  the 
NiMtU.

•>-----------------------------------------
In C urran ’s w r itte n  rep o rt, 

which was read to the delegates 
as the m a jo r business on the con­
ven tion ’s opening day, heavy 
c r it ic is m  was levied against, the 
program  o f A F L  seamen’s leader, 
H a rry  Lundoberg, which calls fo r  
substantia l concessions to sh ip­
owners in order “ to  meet, fo re ign  
com petition .”

C urran pointed out th a t  bite 
course taken by the S a ilo rs ’ Union 
of the P acific  under Lundeberg 
created a serious div is ion in  m a ri­
tim e labor which would enable 
ihe “ shipowners to divide and 
conquer.”

C urran, h im se lf, p u t over ea rlie r 
in the yea r a substantia l re tre a t 
on the union h ir in g  ha ll by g iv in g  
in to the demand o f the N LR B  
tha t the ha ll be opened to non­
union seamen. In h is w ritte n  
re p o rt to the convention, Ouirran 
denied th a t th is  re tre a t had 
weakened the N M U .

C urran 's  b las t against L u n ­
deberg could no t d ive rt the 
resentm ent among his own fo l­
lowers on the h ir in g  hat! issue. 
Two o f C urran 's closest associates 
broke w ith  him over the h ir in g  
hialtl re trea t. These two, V ice- 
President A d ria n  D u ffy  and 
T reasurer M. Hedley Stone, are 
now slated to be dumped accord­
ing to the word passed around by 
the convention whips.
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Morocco Independence War 
Erupts as French Flout Pact
----------------------,  — g - ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  ----- w  -----------------------------------------------

M ississippi, U.S.A.

Anti - Union Vandals Smash Windows of ‘Southerner’ -

More French Soldiers 
Protest Being Sent 
To North African War

By Carl Goodman
OCT. 3 — Civil war broke out again in Morocco and 

Algeria yesterday after the French Cabinet violated its 
agreement with the Moroccan nationalist movement to 
grant a measure ol' autonomy to the protectorate. A t the 
same time more French troops protested against being 
sent to put down the people of North Africa.

Militant Widely 
Read at Till 
Protest Rallies

By Janet Nason
N E W  YO RK, Ocl. 4 —  Socialisl 

W orkers P a rty  branches and 
locals throughout the country last 
week engaged in a series o f ac­
tions in support o f the many 
protest m eetings and dem onstra­
tions against the b ru ta l M issis­
s ipp i lynch-m urder o f 14-year-old 
E m m ett Louis T il l  and the 
fla g ra n t acqu itta l o f the lynchers 
by a Jim  Crow ju ry .

E X T R A  PRESS RUN
Members and supporters o f the 

SW P th rou gh ou t the cou n try  d is­
tribu ted  the special issue o f the 
M il ita n t  c a rry in g  the fu l l  s to ry  o f 
the M ississipp i “ w h is tle  m urde r”  
together w ith  a p rogram  o f action 
on how to combat the J im  Crow 
te rro r  in the South. The special 
ed ition o f the M il ita n t  was t r ip le  
the reg u la r press run and was 
a ll sold ou t w ith in  a few  days 
o f publication.

In  New Y ork , the SW p Local, 
using a sound truck , hold a ve ry  
uccesS'fu.1 s tree t m ee ting  in  B rook­

ly n ’s Bedford-S tuyvesan t d is tr ic t 
to pro test the k il lin g . V incen t 
Copeland, local SW P organ izer, 
led a group o f speakers who 
emphasized the im portance o f the 
organized labo r movement ta k in g  
the lead in ending the J im  Crow 
te rro r  o f the Southern w h ite  
supremacists.

A pp rox im a te ly  3,000 copies of 
the special issue o f The M ilita n t 
were sold over the weekend by 
SW P members and friends in the 
Bedford-S tuyvesant and Harlem  
d is tr ic ts  o f New Y ork . Fourteen- 
hundred copies o f the paper were 
sold at the protest m eeting in 
Harlem  Sunday held under the 
auspices of the N a tion a l Associa­
tion fo r the Advancement o f 
Colored Peoples.

O V E R F LO W  M E E T IN G S
D is tr ib u to rs  o f the  M ilita n t 

re la te  that, some people bought as 
m any as 5 copies o f the paper to 
give to th e ir  fr ie n d s  and shop- 
mates. A ll the  meetings held in 
the area were jam -packed w ith  
people f ig h t in g  mad over the 
M ississipp i a tro c ity . Even the ad­
verse w eather couldn’t  keep them  
away. At. an N A A C P  m eeting in 
B rooklyn , held la s t F r id a y  du rin g  
a d r iv in g  ra in  storm , a large 
crowd gathered to lis ten  to  the 
speakers and to express th e ir  
de term ination tha t the f ig h t  w ill 
not end u n t il the Negro people in 
th is  coun try  have won fu l l  eco­
nomic, p o lit ic a l and social equal­
ity .

Reports from  elsewhere in the 
country ind ica te th a t the response 
in o ther large cities was the same. 
As one o f the SW P signs read: 
“ J im  Crow Has Got. To G o!”

The fierce cam paign o f (he 
te x tile  bosses in  D a lton , Georgia, 
against the Church o f God, an 
active ly  pro-un ion re lig ious sect, 
has erupted in to  open violence. 
In a m idn ight a ttack, v ig ilan tes  
smashed the w indows o f the 
Church o f God’s newspaper. The 
Southerner.

Members o f th is  re lig ious 
group have been the spearhead 
o f a d rive  to  b rin g  10,000 che­
n ille  w o rkers  in  60 D a lton shops 
in to  the CIO T e x tile  W orkers 
U n ion o f Am erica. The South­
erner has been an outspoken 
champion o f the union cause.

The bosses, who undoubtedly 
have been w a g in g  th e ir  un ion- 
busting d rive  in the name of 
"God and C o un try ," have b ra ­
zenly tram pled on the cons titu ­
tional r ig h t  o f freedom o f re ­
lig io n . F ive  bundled w orkers  in

one p lan t were made to f i l l  out 
“ new”  app lica tion  fo rm s which 
included the question, “ W hat 
is you r church a f f i l ia t io n ? ”  
T w en ty  - e igh t who answered 
“ Church o f God”  were p ro m p tly  
th row n ou t o f th e ir  jobs. Now 
two o ther p lan ts have pu lled 
the same s tun t and 28 more 
w orkers a d m ittin g  membership 
in the pro -labor church have 
been fire d .

The steady d ru m fire  o f smear 
a ttack  against, th e  Church o f 
God leaders em anating fro m  the 
com pany-dom inated D alton News 
and C itizen has the vociferous 
support o f a ll the “ c iv ic  lead­
ers”  in town. The local posts 
o f the A m erican Legion and the 
Veterans o f Fore ign W ars are 
so lid ly  lined up in the an ti-un ion  
drive.

Despite a ll in tim id a tio n , the 
chenille  w orkers give, every in ­

d ication o f s lic k in g  it out u n til 
they get a union con tract. The 
Church o f God leaders also have 
refused to g ive ground. Church 
loader. Rev. Charles I ’ r a l t ,  says 
it would be heresy fo r any of 
his members to cross a picket 
line. “ I teach people no t to do 
an y th in g  against anyone,”  he 
says. “ A nd I  won’t  a llow  any­
one in th is  church to take an­
other m an’s job.”

W IT C H  H U N T
Rev. Donald W est, ed ito r of 

The Southerner answered the 
“ C om m unist”  charge aga ins t h im  
by p o in tin g  ou t: “ The rea l issue 
is the organ iza tion  o f these che­
n ille  w o rke rs  and the 75 cents 
an hour some o f them  are g e t­
t in g . They ’re a tta ck in g  me to 
confuse the issue, and because 
they don’t  w an t the CIO  in 
here.”

French Walkout 
Sharpens UN 
Crisis on Algeria

By Myra Tanner
The s trugg le  o f Ihe A lg e ria n  

people fo r  freedom won a m oral 
v ic to ry  when the U n ited N a tions ’ 
General Assem bly. Sept. 29, 
voted 28 to  27 to  put the ques­
tion  o f A lge ria  on the agenda 
fo r  debate. By th is  s lim  m a jo r ity  
the S te e rin g  Com m ittee o f the 
General Assem bly fo r  the f irs t 
tim e  in its  ten -year h is to ry  was 
overru led on a m a jo r po licy 
question.

T h is  pu re ly  m ora l v ic to ry  
against the im p e ria lis t powers 
— no action is involved — oc­
casioned a m a jo r cris is  in the 
U n ited  N ations. The French del­
egation walked out in in d ig na n t 
pro test. On Oct. 2 the French 
cabinet, ordered a boycott o f the 
General Assem bly and postponed 
in de fin ite ly  an o ffic ia l v is it, to 
the Soviet U nion, by P rem ier 
Faure  and Fore ign M in is te r 
F inay, scheduled fo r  Oct. 14.

The fourteen A fr ic a n  and 
Asian nations th a t pushed fo r  
consideration o f the A lg e ria n  
question by the Assem bly p o in t­
ed to the basic princ ip les  on 
which the U n ited  N ations is sup­
posed to stand, ch ie f among 
which is the r ig h t  o f se lf-de te r­
m ination.

U.S. OPPOSED IT
French im peria lism  backed by 

the U n ited  States and B r ita in  
counterposed the technical ob­
jection  th a t A lg e r ia  is an in ­
teg ra l pa rt o f F rance and A r t i ­
cle 2, Section 7 o f the U .N . 
cha rte r p ro h ib its  in te rven tion  in  
the in te rna l a ffa irs  o f m ember 
nations.

A lg e ria  covers an area in 
N o rth  A fr ic a  tha t is fo u r tim es 
the size o f F rance and has a 
popu lation o f nine m illio n . Press­
ed by the independence s trugg le  
in th is  colony, F rance declared 
A lg e ria  to he a p a r t o f the 
French nation in 1949. “ E qua l”  
representation was given to 
European and Moslem inhabi- 

(Continued on page 2)

On Sept, 29, 300 young re ­
serv is ts  recen tly  called up fo r  
active d u ty  gathered a t the 
S aint Several Church in P aris  to 
voice th e ir  objection to service 
in the French A fr ic a n  colonies 
where they are being called on 
to crush A rab  na tiona l lib e ra ­
tion movements. Several weeks 
ago, 400 a ir  force, reserv is ts , 
shouting “ Morocco fo r  the M o­
roccans”  refused to en tra in  fo r  
N o rth  A fr ic a .

The steady bu ild -up o f U.S.- 
equipped French forces in M o­
rocco and A lg e ria  and th e ir  use 
to te rro rize  the A ra b  popu la tion  
has made i t  possib le fo r  the  
French colons to  sabotage the 
lim ite d  re fo rm s prom ised by the 
Faure Cabinet to the. Moroccan 
people. The colons are the weal­
th y  French residents in  N o rth  
A fr ic a , -whose fo rtunes  have 
been accumulated fro m  the su­
pe r-exp lo ita tion  o f A rab  labor 
and wholesale p lunder o f the 
country .

The French Cabinet d u rin g  the 
last m onths has been s h u ttlin g  
between the colons and the 
Moroccan na tio n a lis t leaders. 
Last A ugust, the Faure govern­
ment. worked out a “ com pro­
mise”  between them. On the one

AHMED BELAFREJ, Sec­
retary-General of the Istiqlal 
(Independence) Party of French 
Morocco, who is in exile in 
Switzerland. Istiqlal denounced 
recent shift of Sultan’s throne 
to new French puppet.

hand F lench Resident General 
G randval was replaced by an 
o u tr ig h t stooge o f the colons, 
L ieu tenant-G enera l Boyer de la  
T our. On the o lhe r hand, the 
Cabinet adopted G randva l’s “ re ­
fo rm ”  program .

’R E F O R M ”  M A Z EW hat the C IO  Could Do in Till Case
By C. Thomas

The M ilita n t received th is  
week a press release statement 
from  the o ffice  o f CTO president 
W a lte r P. Reuther, deploring 
and pro testing  the ho rrib le  M is ­
sissippi lynch-m urder o f young 
Em m ett Louis T ill,  and pledging 
that the “ CIO  and U A W -C IO  
shall do eve ry th in g  in th e ir  
power”  to “ correct, th is  gross 
m iscarriage o f jus tice .”

D A N G E R  TO LAB O R
I t  would be absolute ly consis­

ten t w ith  the se lf- in te re s t o f. the 
CIO to redeem th a t pledge 
p rom ptly . The M ilita n t has con­
s ta n tly  pointed out th a t the 
open-shop, an ti-un ion  iSouthern 
J im  Crow system could not be 
m aintained w ith o u t such periodic 
a troc ities  as the M ississipp i

“ w h is tle  m urder.”  So long as 
the Southern J im  ' Crow system 
preva ils  i t  constitu tes a deadly 
dagger poised a t the heart o f 
the organized labor movement.

The fa c t th a t so h ig h ly  placed 
a labor leader as W a lte r Reuther 
has spoken out. aga inst the M is ­
sissippi outrage is good. The 
fa c t th a t the president o f the 
CIO has com m itted tha t o rg an i­
zation to act, is be tte r. The press 
statement., which is ve ry  b rie f, 
reads as fo llow s:

“ The lynch s la y ing  o f 14-year- 
old E m m ett Louis T il l  in  M is ­
sissippi was a shocking instance 
o f race pre judice and naked law ­
lessness.

“ The t r ia l which resulted in 
the acq u itta l o f the men charged 
as his m urderers makes a m ock­
ery o f c iv il libe rtie s  and the 
ju d ic ia l process.

“ A m erica  cannot stand before

the bar o f w o rld  opin ion as a 
symbol o f the f ig h t  o f free, men 
against Com m unist ty ra n n y  and 
at the same tim e condone th is 
k ind o f v io la tio n  o f c iv il l ib e r­
ties and c iv ilized  social re la ­
tionships.

“ The hand ling  o f th is  t r ia l 
and the ve rd ic t, in v iew  o f the 
evidence, is a th re a t to the 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f al! A m e r i­
cans.

“ The CIO and the U A W -C IO  
sha ll do e ve ry th in g  in th e ir 
power to p ro tes t and correct 
th is  gross m isca rriage of ju s ­
tice .”

NO  A C T IO N  Y E T
So fa r  as we know the CIO 

has not, as yet, taken any action 
to im plem ent the Reuther s ta te ­
ment. A nd it is action tha t 
counts —  fo r the N egro people 
have had th e ir  f i l l  o f fine  words

and promises. W hat could the 
CIO  and U A W -C IO  do i f  they 
did, hot “ eve ry th ing  in th e ir 
power,”  but on ly some o f the 
th ings  they are capable o f do­
ing. They could fo r  exam ple:

1. Instead o f leav ing  i t  to 
Congressman D iggs t.o call a 
mass m eeting in  D e tro it  a t a 
Negro church, the U A W -C IO  
could stage a m onster pro test 
dem onstra tion in Cadillac Square 
which would r e v e r b e r a t e  
th roughou t the en tire  nation .

2. In add ition , the CIO could 
set aside a m om ent o f m ourn ing  
fo r  the death o f E m m ett T il l  
am j the c ru c ifix io n  o f jus tice  
in M iss iss ipp i, in w h ich  a ll m em ­
bers o f the CIO th roughou t the 
coun try  would be called upon to 
stop w ork fo r  one m om ent as 
an expression o f pro test.

3. I f  tha t d idn ’t  correct “ th is  
gross m iscarriage o f jus tice ,”

Ilio CIO could jro a stop further 
and call a one-day work stop­
page on which day vast protest 
demonstrations could he organ­
ized in all the industrial cen­
ters of the country with effects 
that would be felt throughout 
(he world.

4. 'F ina lly , as a m in im um , 
W a lte r Rout her should call upon 
the CIO to break at once w ith  
the Dem ocratic pa rty , which is 
d ire c tly  responsible fo r  perpetu­
a tin g  the m urderous J im  Crow 
system, and to spearhead the 
fo rm a tio n  o f an Independent L a ­
bor P a rty  based on the trade 
unions.

AS A  S T A R T
These are on ly some o f the 

th in gs  the CIO can do. The lis t  
is not exhausted but ii w ill do 
as a s ta rt. The Negro people 
are w a itin g  fo r  R euther to act!

Th is plan called fo r  the res ig ­
nation o f Sultan hen M ou lay 
A ra fa , a French puppet who 
was ins ta lled  on the Moroccan 
throne tw o years ago, a f te r  the 
French had fo rc ib ly  removed 
Sultan Mohammed ben Youssef 
because be favored the Is t iq la l 
(Independence) P a r t y .  The 
throne would then rem ain vacant 
w h ile  a three-m an Regency 
Council — one pro-French, one 
p ro -na tiona lis t and one “ neu­
t r a l"  —  approved by French im ­
peria lism , would take over.

This Regency Council w ould 
choose a Moroccan governm ent 
representing  “ a ll pa rties ,”  in ­
c lud ing  Is tiq la l, the p rinc ip a l 
na tion a lis t o rgan iza tion . T h is  
governm ent would thereupon ne­
go tia te  w ith  the French gov­
ernm ent fo r  some measure o f 
autonom y w ith in  the “ French 

(Continued on page 4)
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The American 
W ay of Life
TV Tour of a Company Town

A company town in the tradition of American com­
pany towns was presented today on television. I t  had all 
the trapping’s that go to make up a company town: com-
pany-owned shacks fo r  the w o rk ­
ers, bum w o rk ing  conditions, low  
pay, and the most deep-seated 
o f a ll —  the open shop.

TV  viewers in the Sail F ra n ­
cisco-Bay A rea were treated to 
th is  show as a special concession. 
Local 770 o f the R eta il C lerks 
U n ion in Los Angeles has a 
w eekly p rogram  to te ll o f hap­
penings in the labor movement. 
Today it  gave the s to ry  o f the 
Sebastopol apple s trike , now in 
its  48th day. Because the s tr ik e  
is in the Bay A rea i t  was broad­
cast here as w e ll as in Los 
Angeles.

The h a lf-h o u r show used the 
personal in te rv ie w  technique to 
good advantage. Seven people 
to ld  th e ir  stories. The stories 
were sho rt and each made a d i f ­
fe re n t po in t. A s one s to ry  fo l­
lowed another, the v iew er be­
came aware o f the h o rrib le  w o rk ­
ing conditions and low  pay s u f­
fered by the apple w orkers.

" I F  YO U G ET H U R T "
M rs. D avis to ld  o f w o rk in g  

e igh t hours a day in the p lan ts 
as a m inor. W hen she becam^ 
18 she “ graduated”  to  fu l l  tim e 
w o rk  —  ten to twelve hours a 
day, six days a week, and her 
pay was raised to 90 cents an 
hour. She is m a rried  and has a 
year old child. She said tha t she 
was able to work because the 
woman who takes care o f her 
baby has been blacklisted by the 
in du s try . The ba bys itte r’s crim e 
was to get h u rt. I f  you get hu rt. 
M rs. Davis said, you are fired 
and no o ther p la n t w i l l  h ire  you.

Two o ther ladies to ld  o f the 
te r r if ic  speed-up. They both ran 
peeling machines and said th a t 
60 to 90 apples a m inu te  —  a 
m inute  m ind you —  were peeled 
by each machine. They described 
the w o rk  as h ig h ly  sk illed  and 
ve ry  dangerous. The ra p id ly  
tu rn in g  knives th a t  w h isk  o f f  
the peels have no guards and 
the companies spend on ly a 
m in im um  on repa irs . They said 
ten hours a day fo r  s ix days a 
vteek was norm al. F o r 60 hours 
a week they stand on w e t floo rs  
in  d ra fty  canning sheds and feed 
the apples in to  the peeling ma-

>------------------------------------------------
chines —  more than 36,000 ap­
ples a day.

A com pla in t voiced by another 
woman was th a t the machines 
fre q u e n tly  broke down. D u ring  
repa irs  the women were required 
to  stand by w ith o u t pay u n til 
the machines were ready to 
w ork again.

A lan Hayes, a long -tim e  apple 
w orker, bared another vicious 
com pany-town practice. He told 
o f re n tin g  his house fro m  the 
boss. Hayes agreed to “ fix  up ”  
the in te r io r  o f the house when 
he moved in. He said th a t he 
had pu t in more than 300 hours 
o f labo r to make the house liv e ­
able. Th is in add ition  to the 49 
to 90 hours a wpek he puts in at 
th e ’ p lan t. H is  pay was h igher 
than the women’s bu t i t  was 
s tra ig h t pay regardless o f the 
hours. No pay fo r  overtim e 
w o rk ! W hen the s tr ik e  started 
the com pany no tified  h im  o f a 
steep hike in ren t.

WORKERS’ “ HOMES”
D u rin g  the in te rv iew s pictures 

o f the apple w orkers ’ liv in g  con­
d itions were shown. The announc­
er made a po in t tha t these were 
no t some shacks fu rn ished to 
m ig ra n t w orkers fo r  a few  days 
at harvest tim e bu t the perm a­
nent “ homes”  o f the workers. 
(The apple canning season lasts 
some nine to. ten m onths.)

The san ita ry  fa c ilit ie s  these 
w orkers are forced to  use are 
the fam ous “ Chic .Sales”  o u t­
houses, a fa m il ia r  fea tu re  o f 
ru ra l Am erica. B ut Sebastopol 
is a modern l i t t le  town ju s t 60 
m iles no rth  o f San Francisco.

So the p o rtra it was d raw n ; 
miserable, liv in g  conditions,- low 
wages, long hours, (he b lack lis t, 
the open shop and a ll tha t goes 
w ith  it ,  and, o f course, a re ign 
o f te rro r against the s tr ike rs . In  
the firs t days o f the s tr ik e  W il­
liam  G ram i, team ster organ izer, 
was kidnaped, tied to  a te le ­
phone pole and b ru ta lly  beaten 
w ith  a bicycle chain. Here on T V  
was the tra d itio n a l Am erican 
company town.

—  Roy Gale
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segregation having been licked, 
the next ta rg e t was housing 
segregation.

I t  is not the p o in t o f th is  
rev iew  to go in to  the illus ions 
th a t a Supreme C ourt o rder can 
by its e lf  lic k  school segregation. 
W h&t is pe rtinen t is the key ro le 
o f  housing segregation in  the 
oppression and exp lo ita tion  o f the 
N egro people. Much m ore than 
liv ing ' condition's, im p o rta n t as 
they are, is involved. F o r unless 
housing segregation is smashed, 
Negroes cannot ga rne r the f ru its  
o f o th e r v ic to ries  —  even dese­
gregated schools, when th a t ba ttle  
is won.

F o r example, legal school 
segregation does not ex is t in 
M ich igan. Y e t I have before me 
a p ic tu re  which has beneath i t  
the fo llo w in g  exp lanation : “ Th is 
e lem entary school in  D e tro it is 
100% Negro. Segregated housing 
conditions i m p o s e  segregated 
education upon the pup ils .”  I t  is 
the same in o ther N o rthe rn  cities.

M ost people in  N o rth e rn  c ities

Coast Guard — Easy on Murder 
Hard on "Dangerous" Thoughts

Bv Henry Gitano
William Harvey, a Negro crew 

member of the Isbrandtsen line’s 
vessel. Flying Trader, was mur­
dered by the ship’s master. Cap­
tain Frederick B. Weaver on 
Oct. 25, 1951. U. S. Coast Guard 
examiners have now closed the 
books on this brutal slaying by 
slapping the slayer’s wrist with 
the announcement that his li­
cense will be revoked for one 
year

The k i l l in g  took place w h ile  
the ship was in  Chinese waters. 
On Oct. 25, 1951, the fo llo w in g  
cables were dispatched from  
Tokyo to the N a tiona l M a ritim e  
U nion, which lias Isbrandtsen 
unde«’ con trac t: “ W. H arvey, 
Negro u t i l i t y  man, shot to  death 
by M aster w h ile  unarmed and 
handcuffed in a hyste rica l con­
d ition . Crew h ig h ly  incensed 
over unnecessary k il l in g . Advise 
w hat course to take. —  Radio 
O ffic e r.”  “ B ro th e r H arvey, Book 
28500, was needlessly and bru-

ta lly  m urdered,'w hile  handcuffed, 
by C aptain Weaver. L e tte r fo l­
lows w ith  pa rticu la rs . —  Ship’s 
Crew.”

One o f the sh ip ’s licensed o f f i ­
cers to ld  the P ilo t, the N M U ’s 
newspaper: “ A bou t 3 o’clock on 
the m orn ing o f Oct. 25, H arvey 
became hyste rica l and insisted 
on seeing the captain . . . The 
captain and m ate w ent below to 
the cook’s quarters where H a r­
vey was s il t in g  qu ie tly  on a 
bench, add fe ll to bea ting  him  
w ith  b lackjacks. Soon they c lap­
ped a pail- o f handcuffs  on H a r­
vey, but continued beating him  
w ith  the blackjacks. The man 
thereupon became fra n t ic  and 
tried  desperately to get away, 
knocking o f f  the cap ta in ’s glass­
es in  the process.

“ Im m edia te ly , the c a p t a i n  
jumped up and ran up to his 
room to get a very sm all .25 
ca libre sem i-autom atic p isto l. 
The mate le f t  ostensib ly to f ind  
a piece o f rope. When they re­
turned to the crew ’s deck, H a r­
vey was w andering around the 
passageway in a dazed condi­
tion  from  the beating he had 
received, begging someone to 
take o f f  his handcuffs. Then the 
shots were fire d .”

P isto l maniac W eaver, had 
boon previously, in  June 1950, 
condemned by an Isbrandtsen 
crew, as “ b ru ta l, capricious and 
com plete ly unreasonable in his 
dealings w ith  the men.”  A t  the 
Coast Guard hearing in Nov. 
1951, evidence piled up th a t the 
capta in  was “ tr ig g e r-h a p p y ”  
and on o ther occasions had be­
haved in a m anner to cause the 
sh ip ’s o ffice rs  to lock themselves 
in th e ir  rooms.

P R E M E D IT A T E D  M U R DER
Crew members tes tifie d  the 

k il l in g  was “ tan tam oun t to  p re ­
m editated m urder,”  th a t the 190- 
pound captain and ch ie f mate, 
were b ig  and s trong  and ob­
v iously able to subdue young 
H arvey, who weighed 120 
pounds, w ith o u t reso rting  to  any 
weapon o ther than th e ir  hands.

R eal Estate B igots O verru led

Major Sammy Lee, Olympic diving champion and a U.S. 
Army doctor, moves into his new home in Garden Grove, Calif-, 
with his wife Rosalind (le ft) and his mother. Two real estate 
dealers who refused the Lee family a home because of their 
Korean ancestry were overruled by the community.

. . . Protest Till Lynching
(Continued from  page 1)

lion  w ith  both B ig  Business 
pa rties, i t  le ft  the audience con­
fused because no a lte rn a tive  was 
given. They were to ld  to th re a t­
en to q u it each p a r ty  i f  i t  d idn ’ t 
act. Since i t  is ve ry  p la in  th a t 
ne ithe r p a rty  w i l l  re a lly  act, 
W ilk in s ’ advice canceled its e lf  
out. There seemed to. be no a l­
te rna tive  because there was no

...A lgeria  Crisis
(Continued from  page 1)

tants. That is, e igh t m illio n  
Moslems were g iven the same 
num ber o f representatives th a t 
one m illio n  Europeans got.

The people o f A lg e ria  don’t 
agree that one European is 
w o rth  e ight Moslems o r tha t 
th e ir  coun try  is pa rt o f France. 
As a resu lt the im p e ria lis ts  have 
had to send 100,000 troops to 
th is  s tr ife - to rn  colony to  m a in ­
ta in  th e ir  dom ination.

The day a fte r  the vote in  the 
General Assem bly, 3,000 A lg e r i­
ans were rounded up, searched, 
and m any o f them  were im ­
prisoned. A  m il ita ry  communique 
said 31 rebels, captured a t Guel- 
ma, in the  in te r io r, had been 
placed “ beyond the po ss ib ility  of 
do ing ha rm .”  T h is  k ind o f o f­
fic ia l phraseology can mean 
e ith e r shot o r ja iled .

Tw o days p r io r  to the U N  dis­
cussion, D r. Mohammed Salah 
Bendje llou l, D eputy to the 
French N a tiona l Assem bly fo r  
Constantine, called fo r  new elec­
tions in A lg e ria . He declared 
th a t he and his colleagues no 
longer represented the op in ion o f 
over e igh t m illio n  Moslems in 
the three A lg e ria n  departm ents. 
“ We arp c le a rly  le ft behind the 
recent events,”  he said.

M E R E  D ISC U SSIO N
The fa c t tha t the A rab -A s ian  

delegates won a v ic to ry  in  the 
General Assem bly is to be a t­
tr ibu te d  to the g ro w in g  streng th  
o f mass re vo lt in  the colonial 
world . The reluctance o f these 
same n a tion a lis t leaders to break 
w ith  the im p e ria lis t powers, 
however, was seen in the “ m od­
e ra tion ”  o f th e ir  argum ents. V. 
K. K rishna  Menon o f Ind ia  
m eekly pointed out th a t the A s­
sem bly was seeking “ m ere ly  dis­
cussion”  o f the A lg e ria n  ques­
tion . “ No resolutions are before 
us, no suggestion o f censure o r 
reproach is made,”  Menon as­
sured the im p e ria lis t powers.

In  any event the General A s ­
sembly has no power to  take 
action. That is lim ite d  to the 
S ecu rity  Council where France 
has a veto. The General Assem­
b ly  can make recommendations, 
but to  do even th is  much the 
colonial countries would have to 
get a tw o -th ird s  m a jo r ity  vote.

m ention o f independent po litica l 
action by the Negro people and 
w o rk in g  fo r  the creation o f a 
new p a rty , based on the Negro 
people and the labo r movement.

O ther speakers were 'Mrs. 
Ruby H u rley , who gave a de­
ta iled account o f the s itua tion  
in the South; A r t  Chapin o f the 
New Jersey CIO, who to ld  how 
his o rgan iza tion  was c irc u la tin g  
a pe titio n  to deny M ississipp i its 
present representa tion  in Con­
gress since the N egro h a lf of 
its  popu lation is denied the l ig h t  
to vote ; and Shad Po lie r o f the 
Am erican Jew ish Congress.

P o lie r said “ fascism in  its- 
Am erican Southern fo rm ”  was 
responsible fo r  young Em m ett 
T i l l ’s death. He drew a big 
round o f applause when he de­
clared he was “ sick and tire d  o f 
hearing Am erican leaders say 
we should do th is  o r th a t about 
J im  Crow so we w on't lose the 
respect o f the rest o f the w o rld ”  
or fu rn ish  propaganda to the 
Soviets. We should end Jim  
Crow fo r  “ our own self-respect, 
because i t ’s r ig h t,”  he said. (See 
Negro S trugg le  a rtic le , page 
fo u r.)

B illie  H o liday, fam ous singer, 
favored the m eeting w ith  a 
m oving ren d ition  o f the a n t i­
lynch ing  song, “ S trange F ru it . ”

M E E T IN G S  IN  SOUTH
Some o f the Southern cities, 

where p ro tes t m eetings have 
taken place o r are scheduled 
are : B irm ingham , M ontgom ery, 
M obile and Dothan, A labam a; 
A tla n ta  and Savannah, G eorgia; 
Charlestown, ,S. C.; Memphis,
N ashv ille  and Chattanooga, Ten­
nessee; M iam i and Tam pa, F lo r ­
ida; Da llas and F o r t  W orth , 
Texas. In  add ition  meetings are 
being planned fo r  c ities in the 
N o rth  and border states where 
none have ye t been held.

A t  an ove rflow  m eeting  in 
Dothan, A labam a, H u b e rt T. De­
laney, Negro judge fro m  New 
Y ork  and a N A A C P  board mem­
ber, to ld  h is audience th a t de­
sp ite  a troc ities  like  the T il l  
lynch ing , “ They cannot k i l l  the 
indom itab le  s p ir it  o f freedom  
w ith in  you.”  He prom ised th a t 
the N A A C P  is “ ready to  pro tect 
teachers aga inst whom reprisa ls  
are directed because o f th e ir  
membership in the N A A C P .”

F B I W A T C H E S  N A A C P
Labor’s D a ily , (Sept. 24) re ­

p o rtin g  “ the biggest c iv i l r ig h ts  
m eeting in Cleveland h is to ry ,”  
added the fo llow ing  in fo rm a tio n : 
“ The F B I, using th is  f i r s t  ap­
pearance o f M rs. B rad ley ( T i l l ’s 
m othe r) as a ‘ test’ o f the Negro 
reaction n a tion a lly  to  the lyn ch ­
ing, was present in  force a t the 
meeting. Cleveland’s ‘Subversive 
Squad' was represented by its  
head, Sgt. John U n gva ry , and a 
earload o f operatives.”  j

The surveillance of a NAACP I

m eeting by the F B I is not only 
s in is te r bu t iron ica l. The N A A C P  
has v a in ly  pressured W ash ing­
ton, a fte r  each ra c is t m urder or 
lynch ing  in the South, fo r  F B I 
investiga tions. Such investiga-

V erd ic t Protested

Mrs. Mamie Bradley, mother 
of Emmett Louis T ill, who was 
lynched in Mississippi, gets into 
car after addressing overflow 
crowd of 15,000 in Harlem 
protest of Jim Crow terror.

tions have been refused, or when 
held have been merely token. 
As Dr. T. R. M. Howard, m ili­
tant Negro leader in Mississippi, 
recently said: “ I t  is getting to 
be a strange thing that the FBI 
can never find out who the
killer is when a colored man is 
killed in the South.”

The physical danger Negroes 
are in down South is dramati­
cally highlighted by the North­
ward flight of the witnesses,
who hei'oically staked their 
lives when they identifed Roy
Bryant and J. W. Milam as the 
men who kidnaped Emmett Till.

T ill’s 64-year-old uncle, Moses 
Wright, has reached sanctuary 
in Chicago. A few hours after 
the trial was over, three car­
loads of white men arrived at 
Wright's cabin looking for him. 
Fortunately he had been warned 
and was hiding with his three 
young sons in the fields. After 
searching in vain, the night 
riders left. In his flight to
safety Wright had to abandon 
all his possessions or hurriedly 
sell them for a few dollars.

Instead the disturbed crew mem­
ber was handcuffed and b ru ta lly  
beaten about the head w ith  
blackjacks wielded by the cap­
ta in  and f i r s t  mate.

The captain , de libera te ly  re ­
turned to dazed, helpless, hand­
cuffed lla rv e y , and f ire d  fro m  a 
safe distance o f fu l ly  f iv e  feet. 
The 'P ilo t o f Jan. 24, 1952, re ­
ported th a t when H arvey was 
dead, his capta in  saw to  it, tha t 
his feet were manacled, and to 
complete it ,  wh iskey was forced 
down the massacred you th ’s 
th roa t.

W eaver’s tw o  rhurder tr ia ls  in 
New Y ork  resu lted in hung ju r ­
ies. The au tho ritie s  refused to 
lis ten  to the N M U 's  demand fo r 
another t r ia l.  The sadistic s lay­
ing  atoused pow erfu l ind igna ­
tion  among seamen, p a rtic u la r ly  
a fte r a ttem pts  were made to 
quash c r im in a l prosecution.

The Coast Guard ru led : “ H is 
(W eaver’s) decision to . . .
subordinate Harvey1 singlehand- 
edly w ith  a p is to l . . was be­
low the standards o f h is  du ty  
as a m aster, and below the 
standard requis ite  to respect and 
d isc ip line  a b o a r d  m erchant 
ships.”  I t  ordered suspension of 
the cap ta in ’s license fo r  a year, 
thereby do s in g  the case.

D O U B L E  S T A N D A R D
The U. S. Coast Guard screens 

a ll m a ritim e  w orkers and re ­
fuses the necessary legal papers 
and thereby em ploym ent to any 
seamen, longshoremen, etc., it 
deems “ subversive”  o r un su it­
able. Thousands o f w a te rfro n t 
workers who f ig h t  fo r  decent 
w o rk ing  conditions, who strugg le  
against J im -C row , who refuse to 
cringe and tu rn  in fo rm e r in the 
presence o f though t-con tro l cops, 
have been pe rm anently  deprived 
o f th e ir  live lihoods by the Coast 
Guard.

On the o ther hand, the sh ip­
owners’ brass l i te ra lly  gets away 
w ith  m urder. W eaver can b ru ­
ta lly  b lackjack, then k il l,  a hand­
cuffed youth, and re tu rn  to his 
command in a year’s tim e.

Ohio NAACP 
Hears Account of 
Southern Terror

Bv Jack Wilson
YO U N G S TO W N . Sept. 25 —  

Over 1,000 people attended a mass 
m eeting to protest the lynch ing 
o f 14-vear-old Em m ett T i l l  and 
the whitewash t r ia l th a t followed. 
The m eeting was. called by the 
Conference o f Ohio Branches o f 
the N A A C P , which concluded 
three days o f sessions here today. 
M rs. Ruby H u rley , N A A C P  O rgan­
iza tiona l D irec to r fo r  the South­
eastern States, fle w  d ire c tly  to  
the conference from  M ississipp i, 
where she attended the tr ia l.

“ M any o f the people in the 
South,”  she said, “ are l iv in g  in 
v ir tu a l s lavery .”  In  order to  keep 
the Negroes in ignorance, the 
ru le rs  o f Southern society “ b lack­
out rad io  and T V  program s that 
m ay b rin g  in fo rm a tio n  to those 
Negroes and w hites “ who m ay he 
in terested in  do ing som ething 
about the te rro r .”  Newspapers 
also s lan t the news in such a way 
as “ not to pu t the local au thorities  
in any bad lig h t . ”

R E IG N  OF TERRO R
The W h ite  C itizens’ Councils, 

opera ting  “ behind the Iron  C u r­
ta in  tha t encloses a portion  o f 
the South,”  p reven t Negroes from  
re g is te rin g  to  vote by "mus'der- 
in g  some o f the leaders who had 
the courtage to  ge t people to 
reg is te r. Negroes are d isappear­
in g  every day, and nobody knows 
where they  are.”  In  one com­
m u n ity  where 400 reg is tered to 
vote, a ll b u t 25 were te rro rized  
in to  w ith d ra w in g  th e ir  re g is tra ­
tion . Th is is the lvneh -law  a t­
mosphere in which the t r ia l o f 
the suspected m urderers o f Em ­
m ett T i l l  took place.

Of the 160 who were permitted 
to attend the trial, Mrs. Hurley 
stated, only 15 were Negroes. 
And since only registered voters 
can serve on the jury, Negroes 
are effectively barred from jury 
duty.

J a c o b  Clayman, Secretary- 
T reasurer o f the Ohio State CIO 
Council appealed to the con­
ference fo r  aid in  g e ttin g  a CTO- 
sponsored in it ia t iv e  m e a s u r e  
passed p rov id ing  fo r  increased 
unem ploym ent compensation. As 
a resu lt o f his appeal, the E x ­
ecutive Board o f the Ohio N A A C P  
approved action to support the 
proposal.

H IT S  DEM O CRATS
G1 o u s t e r  C urren t, N A A C P  

D ire c to r o f Branches, round ly 
condemned the N orthe rn  libe ra l 
Democrats fo r  th e ir  silence in the 
T il l  m urder. He also denounced 
the E isenhower A dm in is tra tion  
fo r  fa ilu re  to  enforce the law 
in the South. He fa iled , however 
to d raw  any p o lit ic a l conclusion 
from  his denunciation o f both 
pa rties  and did no t ind ica te the 
need fo r  b u ild in g  a labo r p a rty . ■

The Schoo! Battle 
In Hoxie, Ark.

-------------------  By Alice King ------------------

Back in July, Life magazine had a two-page picture 
and print story entitled “Integration At Work In Hoxie.” 
Hoxie is a small town in northeast Arkansas. Its school
board had desegregated the sum ­
mer session o f its  school.

Readers o f the L ife  a rtic le  
may well have though t to them ­
selves th a t here was p ro o f o f 
the steady and painless m arch 
o f in te g ra tion  re s u lt in g  from  
the Supreme C ourt decision. But 
the road to in te g ra tion  even in 
Hoxie, which has on ly 26 Negro 
schoolchildren, is not au tom atic 
or painless.

Segregation is an expensive 
proposition in I lo x ie  as i t  is in  
m any o ther places w ith  small 
Negro populations in  the South 
and border states. The in fe r io r  
education provided fo r  Negro 
ch ild ren  did no t save the town 
money. On the con tra ry . The 
reason: there were too few Ne­
gro ch ildren. J im  Crow pay its  
dividends when employed on i 
mass basis.

The am ount o f money saved 
by in te g ra tin g  26 Negro c h il­
dren w ith  the to w n ’s ap p ro x i­
m ate ly  1,000 w h ite  schoolchil­
dren would ju s t about cancel the 
school board’s annual deficit.

Th is argum ent, more than any 
considerations o f jus tice  in fluenc­
ed the school board in  its  deci­
sion to in teg ra te , beg inn ing w ith  
the sum m er school. A ll w ent 
w e ll fo r  about tw o weeks.

L IF E  COMES TO H O X IE
Then L ife  magazine reached 

Hoxie. Hs e ffec t was e lectric— 
the ho rrib le  ins inua tion  tha t 
H oxie was not ju s t saving 
money, but favored equal edu­
cationa l r ig h ts  fo r  Negroes, s t ir ­
red up a w h ite -suprem acis t op­
position in the town.

L ite ra tu re  from  W hite  A m e r­
ica, N a tiona l C itizens P rotective 
Association, N a tiona l Association 
fo r  the Advancement o f W hite  
People, P ro-A m erica  and o ther 
an ti-N e g ro  organ iza tions flooded 
Hoxie.

Encouraged by th is  national 
support, the local rac is t leaders 
called a mass m eeting a t c ity  
ha ll to vote a school boycott. A 
th ird  to a h a lf  o f the w h ite  
schoolchildren were kep t home 
by th e ir  parents and a p icket 
line o f a n ti- in te g ra tio n  adults 
was established.

Lalter the rac is ts  held another 
mass m eeting  a t w h ich Senator 
Eastland o f M iss iss ipp i was b i l l ­

ed as a speaker. Eastland was 
unable to a ttend and the ch ie f 
speaker was one Amos G uthe- 
vidge, a law yer fro m  L it t le  Rock 
and state cha irm an o f the hate 
group, W h ite  A m erica . The mas­
te r o f ceremonies was the M ayor 
o f I lo x ie .

IN T IM ID A T IO N
G utheridge set up headquar­

ters in the town. H is headquar­
ters Were in the c ity  ha ll. A  cam­
paign o f ostracism  and th rea ts  
was begun aga inst tiie  members 
o f the school board.

On A ug . 17 the in tim ida ted  
board met upon G utheridge’s de­
mand and was presented w ith  
the pe tition  fo r its  resignation  
signed by 1.063 (H o x ie  popula­
tion  is 1,855). Under th is  pres­
sure the school board, which had 
been le ft p ra c tica lly  alone in 
the s trugg le— all the “ be tte r”  
elements o f the town who sup­
posedly favored in te g ra tion  show­
ed th e ir  cowardice by clam m ing 
up— voted to end the sum m er 
school session.

The figh t isn 't over in Hoxie 
yet, bu t the racists have won 
the f irs t  round. Unless som eth ing 
is done they w il l  w in  the figh t. 
T h is  would be a d isastrous ex­
ample fo r  o ther towns in A rk a n ­
sas, Oklahom a and Texas p lan ­
n ing in tegra tion .

Cabell P h illip s  in the Sept. 25 
N .Y . T im es takes consolation 
fro m  the fa c t th a t “ im peccably 
discreet F B I agents”  have v is i t ­
ed Hoxie and are m ak ing  in ­
qu iries. Th is hasn’t  stopped the 
rac is ts  who know as well as the 
Negro people do, tha t such F B I 
investiga tions are aimed to p la ­
cate N o rthe rn  op in ion no t to re ­
sult in prosecutions.

There is a double-standard 
law  on school desegregation. The 
Supreme C ourt says school seg­
regation  is uncons titu tiona l bu t 
tha t i t  can go on t i l l  i t  has 
ended. Judges who are tr ig g e r-  
happy w ith  an ti- la b o r in ju n c ­
tions would never dream o f is ­
suing an in junc tion  against such 
organ izations as W h ite  Am erica.

They know, as does the whole 
South, tha t the Supreme C ourt 
may say (ha t the N egro  people 
have equal r ig h ts , hu t tha t 
doesn’t mean r ig h t now or pos­
it iv e ly .

The New Y ork  branch is a t 
the top th is  week in the speed 
w ith  which i t  went to w ork  w ith  

the  issue o f the 
M il i ta n t  d a t e d  
O c t o b e r  3rd. 
T h a t issue was 
devoted to the 
pro tests aga inst 
the acq u itta l of 
the m urderers o f 
y o u n g  E m m ett 
1511.

J o h n  T a b o r
w rite s : “ We sold 
nea rly  3,000 M il­

itan ts . F r id a y  n ig h t we covered 
the pro test m eeting o f the  N a ­
tion a l Associa tion fo r  the A d ­
vancement o f Colored People in 
B rooklyn . In  sp ite  o f the fact, 
th a t we had to stand ou t in  the 
pouring  ra in  we sold 240 papers. 
S atu rday a fte rnoon we organized 
both house-to-house and street 
sales, and in the evening sold 
papers a t a s tree t m eeting held 
by the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty .

“ T h is  one day netted us a 
sale o f 1,260 papers and a s ix- 
m onth sub. On Sunday about 
1,400 papers were sold a t the 
H arlem  P ro test m eeting run  by' 
the N A A C P . We sold to about 
one ou t o f every tw o  people a t­
tend ing the meeting.

“ A  to ta l o f about 26 sales­
people w en t ou t w ith  papers. 
The fo llo w in g  belong to  the ‘300 
o r B e tte r C lub ’ —  John Adams, 
B erta  Woods, P risc illa  M ichaels, 
Janet W illiam s , N a te  Weiss. I t  
was a good fee lin g  to  see M il i ­
tan ts  being read by  so m any 
people.”

C arl Feggans w rite s : “ Th is is 
a qu ieky. I  w an t to ra ise the 
M il ita n t  bundle to 65 s ta rt in g  
w ith  the October 3 issue.”  Th is 
is the th ird  increase in  less than 
th a t m any m onths! C arl con­
tinues: “ The N A A C P  is ho ld ing 
a mass m eeting here in  Los 
Angeles so be sure to send up 
p len ty  o f ex tras.”

A ltho ug h  the T w in  C ities was 
absent fro m  th is  column fo r  a 
w h ile  i t  was b u s ily  a t w o rk  re ­
o rgan iz ing  its e lf. W in ifre d  N e l­
son w rite s : “ O ur new ly  organ-

ized lite ra tu re  departm ent is 
ju s t beg inn ing its  w ork. Inc lu d ­
ed jn  our f ie ld  o f sales are cam ­
pus gates as well as union and 
N A A C P  m eetings. A strong  e ffo r t  
w ill be made to rebuild  the news­
stand coverage. A long  w ith  these 
plans we w i l l  ca rry  out periodic 
d is tr ib u tio n s  in s tra te g ic  places.”  

M e ry l W axberg sent us a few  
subs fro m  Cleveland. “ We go t 
a w onderfu l reception at a s treet 
corner sale w ith  the issue o f 
September 12,”  she w rite s . “ We 
sold 26 copies. The headline and 
cartoon were so pow erfu l th a t 
i t  caught the a tten tion  o f the 
passers-by. I f  you have any to 
spare, please send us as m any 
as you can.”

TH E  NEGRO GHETTO. By Robert C. Weaver. New York: Harcourt, 
Brace & Co., 1918, 401 pp., $3.75 (O ctober Book-a-M onth price 
§1.00 plus 15c. m a ilin g  charge).

In the over-optimistic days following the Supreme 
Court’s May 17, 1954 decision against school segregation, 
a frequent" statement by Negro leaders was that school

do not question the existence of 
enforced res identia l separation on 
the basis o f color. T ha t there 
should be a Negro section of 
th e ir  c ity , seems as na tu ra l and 
eterna l to them as the “ free  en ter­
p rise ”  system or the facts o f 
geogTaphy. Few are aware th a t 
th is  housing J im  Crow is re la ­
tive ly  recent in the N o rth  o r th a t 
such r ig id  res identia l separation 
o f w h ite  and Negro is. n o t cha r­
ac te ris tic  even o f Southern cities.

L ike  everything else, housing 
J im  Crow has its  beginning, its  
f lo w e rin g  and, i t  is p leasant to 
say, its  end. B|ut r ig h t  now we live  
in the  day o f its  f low e rin g . I t  is 
no t a sim ple th in g , as i t  m ig h t 
seem a t f i r s t  glance, and i t  
deserves study so th a t its  end 
may be b ro ug h t about as soon as 
possible. T ha t is the ju s tific a tio n  
fo r  th is  book, w h ich is an ex­
trem e ly  comprehensive, h is to rica l, 
economic and social h is to ry  o f the 
Negro ghettoes o f the. N orth .

A ny reader o f th is  book, who 
lives in a m iddle-sized to m a jo r 
c ity , w il l f in d  unexpected in ­
fo rm a tio n  about the home to w n ’s 
J im  Crow housing. He w ill be 

i able to see the social p a tte rn  o f 
his c ity  change froon the re la tiv e ly  
easy-going days before W orld 
W ar I w ith  the in f lu x  o f South­
ern Negroes seeking indus tria l 
jobs d u rin g  the w a r boom. Then 
the im posing o f the ghetto  and 
the f r ic t io n  and r io ts  th a t com­
pe tition  fo r  mere liv in g  space in 
a period o f housing shortage 
engendered. The s to ry  is b rought 
th rough the depression, W orld  
W ar IT’s g re a t m ig ra tion  o f Ne­
groes to the N o rth  and W est 
Coast and the post-w ar housing 
shortage.

The reader w i l l  f in d  th is  book a 
mine o f in fo rm a tio n  about the 
economic currents in the Negro 
com m unities. F o r example it 
shows how the ghetto  has created 
a s tra tum  o f Negroes w ith  a 
vested in te re s t in  its  continuance. 
A u th o r o f a book on Negro labor, 
W eaver w e ll exp la ins the effects 
o f class position and union iza tion 
on the subject.
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Egypt Arms
The American people can get a good idea 

of how the U.S. capitalists want to run the 
world in the crisis that erupted Sept. 29 
over the announcement that Egypt had 
concluded an agreement with Czecho­
slovakia to obtain arms in exchange for 
Egyptian cotton and rice.

Egypt has been negotiating with the 
United States for arms purchases but 
didn’t like the terms laid down by the 
Wall Street government. So when Egypt 
turned to the Soviet orbit to make its pur­
chases, a^splenetic fury broke out in Wash­
ington.

George V. Allen, assistant Secretary of 
State was dispatched post haste to Cairo 
while the U.S. capitalist press hurled one 
threat after another at the Egyptian gov­
ernment. There was talk of cutting off 
economic aid to Egypt. There were shouts 
about an armament race in the Near East. 
There were ominous reports that the U.S. 
might support efforts for the overthrow 
of the Nasser regime in Egypt with the 
reminder of what happened to the attempt 
at independent action in Iran. The Mos­
sadegh government was destroyed after it 
refused to come to terms with British and 
U.S. oil interests.

What is meant by the balance of arms 
in the Near East that the “ great powers” 
claim has been upset? Primarily it is a 
question of the dominant armed might of 
imperialist nations, the U.S., Britain and 
France. The underdeveloped North African 
countries are sold enough to keep “ law and 
order,”  that is, to maintain the position of 
wealth and privilege of the ruling class. 
But they will never be granted enough to 
“ talk back” to the controlling imperialist 
powers.

The anti-imperialist sentiment of the 
oppressed people in North Africa has 
grown too strong for the old relations of 
colonial servility to the U.S.-European

powers. Bribes and threats are not enough 
to keep these countries in line.

The U.S. imperialists are accustomed to 
viewing economic aid as a purchase of 
allegiance from smaller nations. They are 
accustomed, i f  that doesn’t  do the trick, to 
threaten reprisals. And if  that isn’t 
enough, with rich experience in Latin 
American military coups, they are ac­
customed to arranging for the overthrow 
of a regime that tries to be independent.

But Allen had to beat a hasty diplomatic 
retreat on his arrival in Egypt. He met an 
angry response from the Egyptian govern­
ment. Arab reporters demanded to know if 
the U.S. viewed Egypt as a sovereign na­
tion.

Allen tried to disassociate U.S. policy 
from press accounts. He even went so far 
as to deny that his visit had anything to 
do with the arms question at all.

Egypt received the support of other 
small nations in the Asian-African bloc. 
India announced its readiness to supply 
Egypt with arms. The new foreign min­
ister of Pakistan, Hamidul Huq Choud- 
hury, voiced support for the Egypt arms 
deal. He charged that the “ great powers” 
were using Israel to promote their own 
interests in North Africa, and pointed out 
that the Israel-Arab dispute could only be 
solved through a settlement of the Arab 
refugee problem. “ This has to be done be­
fore the Arabs and Israelis can be recon­
ciled to coexistence within the bounds of 
Arab aspirations,”  he said.

The Egyptian purchase of arms from the 
Soviet orbit, above all, disturbs the south­
ern flank of the NATO nations in their 
offensive encirclement of the Soviet Union. 
The Arab nations are not and cannot be 
equal partners in this military alliance 
The U.S. wants to use North Africa for its 
war plans. But it needs only subservient 
allies there.

Argentine Labor A fter Peron’s Fall

Whose Side Is Quill On ?
New Yorkers wei’e treated last week to 

the sickening spectacle of a union “ leader” 
joining hands with the bosses to slander 
and punish militant workers involved in a 
figh t against speed-up.

Michael J. Quill, head of the Transport 
Workers Union, CIO, backed up the Transit 
Authority when it  suspended 143 subway 
motormen on the Queens IND -line for re­
porting “ sick,”  in protest against a new 
speed-up schedule.

Charles L. Patterson, TA chairman, 
feeling arrogant, since he had the backing 
of the union chief, took a “ get tough” line 
with the militant motormen. “ We wouldn’t 
let them come back,” he said. “ We’ve got 
to show them they can’t get away with 
this stuff.”

When 82 suspended motormen went to 
the union hall for assistance in their strug­
gle, Quill’s aides, in typical boss language, 
said the men had been misled by “ leaders 
of irresponsible splinter groups.”  The 
union bureaucrats refused to help.

The biggest obstacle to the workers’ con­
trol of the conditions under which they 
work is the labor bureaucracy. The wave 
of “ wildcat”  strikes in the auto industry 
last spring, also against speed-up, de­

veloped as a result of the same problems 
the transport workers confront.

Quill complains of splinter groups in the 
union. Bkt the responsibility for the disin­
tegrating process in the Transport Work­
ers Union must be laid — not at the door 
of those who want decent working condi­
tions — but at the feet of the labor bimeau- 
crats who acquiesce to the bosses’ plans to 
destroy union conditions.

In such cases as the above, the labor 
leaders are acting as the policing agents 
for the bosses. The overpowering of rank- 
and-file control by huge bureaucratic ma­
chines and long-term, no-strike contracts, 
has resulted in turning back to the bosses 
full authoi’ity over the conditions of labor. 
The power of the workers to protect them­
selves has been crippled.

The labor bureaucrats well deserve the 
contempt that rank-and-file union men and 
women feel for them. Today 143 militant 
subway workers are being punished for 
daring to fight for job conditions that the 
union should guarantee. I t  won’t be long 
before the bureaucrats will stand in the 
punishment line when the rank-and-file 
succeed in building a well-organized and 
militant left wing.

By Daniel Roberts
Although the aim of the prop­

ertied classes hacking the Lonar- 
di regime in Argentina is to 
curb or crush the unions, the 
government has been forced to 
walk gingerly up to now in its 
relations with the powerful Gen­
eral Confederation of Labor 
which claims six million mem­
bers.

The m il ita ry  leaders who en­
gineered the coup aga inst Peron 
were dominated by fe a r o f a 
w orkers ’ up ris in g  as they m arch­
ed in to  Buenos A ire s  to take 
over the governm ent. T h is  was 
revealed by Joseph Newman in 
the Sept. 23 N .Y. H era ld  T r i ­
bune.

“ The insurgents,” , he said, 
“ had defeated Peron in the m il i­
ta ry  field, not by a tes t o f arm s 
but by w in n in g  over a m a jo r ity  
o f the com m anding o ffice rs . . . 
However, w hat could they  do i f  
Peron’s labor federa tion  staged 
an inde fin ite  s tr ike  which para­
lyzed the economic life  o f the 
en tire  cou n try?  No one seems 
to have the answer and there 
continues to lin g e r the deep- 
seated fe a r  tha t the economic 
power o f s tr ik in g  w orkers could 
s t i l l  upset the m il ita ry  n r ,-r o f 
the A rm y  and N avy.”

CGT K E E P S  L A  P R E N S A
The general s tr ike  feared by 

the m il ita ry  did no t m ate ria lize , 
but Lonard i h u rried  to  make 
concessions to organized labor. 
On Sept. 24, Hugo de P ie tro , 
secre tary general o f the CGT 
announced th a t the new govern­
ment had agreed th a t a ll social 
benefits and collective ba rga in ing  
agreements would be honored 
arid tha t the r ig h ts  o f the  CGT 
and m ember unions would be re ­
spected. The governm ent also

agreed not to re tu rn  the news­
paper La Prensa to its  fo rm e r 
owner, the Paz fa m ily .

In  1951 Peron confiscated La 
Prensa —  voice o f the b ig  ca ttle  
ranchers and as such a b it te r  
opponent o f his regim e —  and 
turned the newspaper over to 
the CGT. This act produced a 
hue and c ry  in the U.S. B ig  
Business press, w h ich clamored 
fo r  the re tu rn  o f the paper to 
the' Paz fa m ily . La Prensa’s con­
fiscation was cited as Peron’s 
most horrendous crim e and it  
was confidently predicted in the 
U.S. press th a t w ith  Peron’s 
ove rth row  the newspaper would 
be restored to  its  fo rm e r owner.

Even should La Prensa u l t i ­
m ately revert to the ca ttle -ranch 
o liga rchy through court action, 
the Lonard i agreement to leave 
it  w ith  the CGT is a measure of 
how cau tiously  the new govern­
ment m ust tread in its  dealings 
w ith  labor.
. T h a t the union-sm ashing in ­
tentions are there, however, and 
th a t la bo r’s s treng th  alone stays 
the governm ent’s hand is reveal­
ed by L o n a rd i’s pledge to the 
CGT to rev iew  a ll steps taken in 
the provinces aga inst various 
unions.

E v id en tly  in the a g r ic u ltu ra l 
provinces, where the m il ita ry  
coup was hatched, the Lonard i 
forces proceeded im m ed ia te ly  
against the unions, w h ich are 
weaker there than in  such in ­
dus tria l centers as Buenos A ires , 
Rosario, Santa Fe and A va l- 
landa. The Lonard i regim e 
could c a rry  th rough  its  rea l in ­
ten tions in  the provinces, where­
as i t  was forced fo r  the tim e 
being to come to an agreem ent 
w ith  the w o rkers  in the cap ita l.

Accord ing to Joseph Newman 
in the Sept. 28 N .Y . H era ld  T r i-

Ex  - D ic ta to r

Juan 0. Peron

bune, the Lonard i reg im e bases 
its e lf  on the a rm y and the C ath­
olic Church. “ 1 am a sold ier and 
a C atholic ,”  Lonard i described 
h im se lf in  his f irs t press in te r ­
view. “ The sub s titu tion  o f Ca­
tho lic ism  fo r  organized labor 
(la bo r was a prop o f the Peron 
reg im e) can be seen in the cha r­
acte r o f the Lonard i cab inet,”  
says Newman. “ V ir tu a lly  every 
m ember o f the Cabinet. . . is a 
Catholic.”

I t  is true  tha t a few  posts in 
the new governm ent have fa lle n  
to Radicals ( lib e ra ls ) and Social­
ists in token recogn ition  o f th e ir  
having opposed Peron. B ut these 
represent unorganized m iddle- 
class elements w ith  no rea l po­
li t ic a l w e igh t. They are in the 
governm ent on ly fo r  w indow  
dressing. T h e ir presence does 
not a lte r  essentia lly  the undemo-

(, era tic and a n ti- la b o r character 
o f the Lonard i regim e.

W hat labor must prepare fo r  
was co rre c tly  set fo r th  by an 
unnamed high o ffic ia l o f the 
M exican Federation o f Labor in 
an in te rv ie w  prin ted in the Sept. 
29 Labor’s D a ily . P o in tin g  to (he 
Catholic h ie ra rch y ’s and U.S. 
im p e ria lism ’s backing o f (be 
Lonard i governm ent in A rge n ­
tina . he w arned: “ Recent hap­
penings do not mean peace, ra ­
ther we expect new disorders 
and repressions inspired by F a ­
langist (F ranco -type  fasc is t) ele­
ments.”

One o f Ln na rd i’s f irs t  prom ises 
to the A rge n tin e  people on ta k ­
in g  power was that, the agree­
m ent negotiated between Peron 
and S tandard O il Co. o f C a li­
fo rn ia  would not be ra tified . T h is  
agreem ent gave the corpora tion  
contro l over 20,000 square m iles 
o f A rgen tine  land w ith  v ir tu a l 
exem ption fro m  A rge n tin e  laws. 
The deal was so raw  th a t i t  

; aroused s trong  na tio n a lis t fe e l­
in g  which Lonard i was anxious 
to appease.

U.S. IM PER IA LISM  GAINS
B ut his demagogic prom ise 

does no t mean that Lonard i is 
go ing to f ig h t against U.S. im ­
peria lism . On the c o n tra ry , he 
has already shown th a t he is p l i­
able to the pressure o f U.S. cap­
ita l. On Oct. 1, Edw ard A. M o r­
row  reported in the Oct. 1 N .Y . 
Tim es th a t the A rge n tin e  Cen­
tra l Bank placed fo rty -on e  la rge  
companies on an economic b lack­
lis t. These were companies in  
which cap ita lis ts  closely associ­
ated w ith  Peron were involved. 
These businessmen are go ing to 
be investiga ted fo r  b rib e -ta k in g  
and fa v o ritis m  in th e ir  dealings 
w ith  fo re ign  concerns.

“ F inanc ia l c ircles believed th a t 
the cu rre n t in ves tig a tion  would 
once again open the  A rge n tin a  
m arke t to U n ited  States and 
B r it is h  concerns th a t had re ­
fused to pay bribes to o ffic ia ls  
who could do im p o rta n t favo rs ,”  
says M orrow .

“ U n ited States a u t o m o b i l e  
m anufacture rs had been e ffec­
tiv e ly  shut out o f th is  m arket 
by European com petition, which 
(he deposed President had fa v o r­
ed. . . . S im ila r ly , U n ited  States 
m anufacture rs  o f tra c to rs  had 
refused to become in terested in 
producing th e ir  products in  A r ­
gentina because they believed 
th e ir  products would not be com ­
pe titive  as a resu lt o f local cost 
conditions.”

These “ local cost conditions”  
include (1) (he enormous g ra f t  
taken by the P oronist o ffic ia ls  
and (2) the social w e lfa re  and 
o ther concessions th a t the Peron 
reg im e made to  the w orkers. O f 
these two item s, the second is 
by  fa r  the m ore cos tly  in the 
eyes o f the A rgen tine  cap ita lis ts  
and U.S. concerns, no m a tte r 
how much they m ay also be con­
cerned w ith  the h igh cost o f 
g ra ft.

That, is w hy the key o f the 
A rge n tin e  p o lit ic a l and economic 
cris is  is the continued existence 
o f the COT, wh ich survives the 
dow n fa ll o f Peron in ta c t. Hence 
the g re a t danger o f onslaughts 
aga inst the la bo r movement.

To res is t these e ffec tive ly , 
w orkers w ill have to replace the 
c o rru p t P oron ist o ffic ia ls  w ith  a 
revo lu tiona ry  leadership. Such a 
leadership would know how to 
m obilize the fu l l  s treng th  o f the 
w o rk in g  class fo r  defensive b a t­
tles and then pass over to  a 
s trugg le  fo r  a w o rkers ’ and 
fa rm e rs ’ A rgen tina .

British Use Trickery and Force 
To Halt Cyprus Unity W ith Greece

James T. Farrell vs. Civil Liberties
James T. Farrell, the novelist has 

plunged into the current civil liberties 
struggle — on the side of reaction. On 
Sept. 16, three hundred and sixty promi­
nent liberals struck a solid blow against 
the witch-hunt when they filed a “ friend 
of the court”  brief with the Supreme Court 
on behalf of the Communist Party and 
demanded that the court declare the In­
ternal Security Act of 1950 invalid.

Farrell immediately rushed into print 
with a statement in the Sept. 18 New York 
Times branding this action as a “ white­
wash”  of the Communist Party. He spoke 
on behalf of the American Committee for 
Cultural Freedom.

The liberals’ brief took the position that 
the Bill of Rights must apply to all i f  it 
is to remain alive. I t  vigorously defended 
the right of the members of the Com­
munist Party to free association and went 
to the notable length of championing their 
right of association with Communist par­
ties abroad.

While the brief was seriously weakened 
by the false conception that the Com­
munist party “ plots revolution,”  and 
should be prosecuted on that score, it at 
least correctly understood that the In­
ternal Security Act is not designed to halt 
“ plots,”  but is aimed at the heart of the 
liberties of the American people. And it 
demonstrated that the 360 signers at least 
have the courage to stand up for an 
unpopular minority in the defense of 
freedom for all.

Farrell’s stand is in sharp and dis­
graceful contrast to the one he so vigor­

ously attacks. I t  is all the more shameful 
in that Farrell once was a socialist. Today 
he puts forward the McCarthyite thesis 
that the danger confronting democracy in 
this country is that of the “ Communist 
conspiracy.”  The powerful movement of 
the capitalist rulers of this nation to 
destroy the democratic rights of the peo­
ple he chooses to completely ignore.

“ I f  freedom were left in the hands of 
the (360) petitioners,”  Farrell declares, 
“ it  would have no future.”  And what if  it 
were left in the hands of the present, 
day James T. Fai-rells? The question is 
answered by Farrell himself in an article 
entitled “ Reflections at F ifty ”  published in 
the Jan. 1954 issue of the social-democratic 
magazine, The New Leader.

“ Approaching the age of f if ty ,” he 
wrote, “ my mood . . .  is melancholy. . . 
When I firs t began to write I was full of 
indignation because of the sorrows of this 
world. I was angry because of cruelty, be­
cause of the exploitation of some men and 
women by others . . . because of dirt, 
poverty, ignorance, aggressiveness, and 
the other things which ruin and sadden 
human lives. . . I t  is not possible at f if ty  
to feel the indignations of one’s youth. 
My feelings are somewhat different today 
as I write. . . Indignation has turned to a 
stoical feeling. I  have come to see that 
pain and agony are part of the way it is 
in life.”

For the pain and agony of exploited 
humanity Farrell feels stoicism. But he 
still has some indignation left in him. And 
that bit he reserves for those who continue 
to fight the battle he deserted.

By Robert Chester
A 24-hour general s tr ike  

throughout the M editerranean 
Island o f Cyprus on Sept. 29 
delivered another body blow to 
B rit is h  rule. The island had the 
appearance o f an armed camp 
as B rit is h  troops tr ied  to  break 
up a ll groups o f over f iv e  peo­
ple, barricaded roads in to  p r in ­
cipal c ities and used clubs and 
tear gas against peaceful dem­
onstra tions o f the islanders.

The m ain issue is w hether 
B r ita in  w ill a llow  th is  crown 
colony the r ig h t to se lf de­
te rm ina tion . About 82% o f the 
is land ’s popu lation is Greek 
w h ile the o ther 18%> is T u rk ish . 
Over the past years a r is in g  
movement fo r  enosis (un ion w ith  
Greece) has developed u n t il i t  is 
now the m ost pow erfu l force 
in the colony.

B r it is h  im peria lism , however, 
is adam ant against, m ak ing  any 
concessions. The. wave o f colon­
ia l independence movements lias 
driven i t  in to  a prolonged s tra ­
tegic w ith d ra w a l. One by one, i t  
was forced to re linqu ish  its  m il­
ita ry  and naval bases th rou gh ­
out the M iddle East. A f te r  the 
E gyp tian  people compelled i t  to 
w ith d ra w  fro m  the Suez Canal 
zone, Cyprus rem ained as the 
on ly  fo r t if ie d  base le f t  to  B r i­
tish im peria lism  in  the eastern 
M editerranean area. I t  w i l l  not 
re linqu ish  th is  w ith o u t the b i t ­
terest o f strugg les.

B O T T LE  B A R R A G E
A n ti-B r it is h  sentiment. has 

reached the w h ite-heat stage. 
Banners and signs are put up

almost every n ig h t ca llin g  upon 
the B r it is h  to leave. W herever 
the troops go they meet the 
hostile  looks, ep ithe ts o r boos 
o f the population. Commando 
troops run in to  barrages o f 
stones, bottles and s im ila r  item s 
as they approach a troub le zone. 
A rres ts  are frequent, but they 
only fan the flames.

The enosis movement is o r­
ganized through the Greek O r­
thodox church w ith  Archbishop 
M akarios a t its  head. U nder i t  
a ll sections o f the C y p rio t popu­
la tion  are united. M akarios has 
sponsored the call fo r  a p leb is­
cite in which the C yp rio ts  could 
vote fo r  fu l l  autonom y and fre e ­
dom to jo in  Greece i f  they so 
wished. He has called upon the 
B ritish -appo in ted  members o f 
tow n councils to resign, ending 
a ll connection between the B r i­
tish  au tho ritie s  and the com­
m unities.

To combat the independence 
movement the B r it is h  govern­
m ent has used every w ile  lea rn ­
ed in its. vast experience in  ru l­
ing colonies. I ts  o ffe rs  o f token 
se lf-ru le  have been rejected. Its  
tim e-w orn  “ d iv ide and ru le ”  
tr ic k  also fa iled  m iserably. T u r ­
key, upon B r it is h  p rom pting , 
la id  c la im  to  Cyprus on the ba­
sis o f hav ing  ru led i t  u n t il 1878 
when B r it is h  im peria lism  took 
i t  over. A conference, called to 
establish T u rke y ’s “ r ig h ts ,”  broke 
up in  sharp disagreement. 
S ho rtly  a fte rw a rds  an ti-G reek 
r io ts  took place in the T u rk ish  
cities o f Is tanbu l and Iz m ir. 
Greece charged they were gov­
ernm ent inspired. S tra ined re ­

la tions between the tw o N A T O  
countries have resulted.

M A ILE D  FIST
The fa ilu re  o f ach ieving its  

ends th rough  d ip lom atic  t r ic k ­
ery has led to a change in B r i­
tish po licy tow ard the C yprio ts . 
I’ho fo rm e r Governor, S ir Rob­
ert A rm ita g e , has now been 
replaced by one o f B r ita in ’s top 
m ilita ry  men. F ield M arshal S ir 
John H ard ing , in d ica ting  tha t 
the mailed f is t w ill now be 
bared. But (he C yp rio ts  are not 
in tim ida ted . As ex-G overnor A r -  
m ilage  departed, crowds form ed 
to jeer him fa rew ell.

B r it is h  problems were fu r th e r  
complicated when Greece p ro ­
posed a debate in the U N  A s ­
sembly on se lf-de te rm ina tion  fo r  
Cyprus. B r ita in  and T u rkey , w ith  
the backing o f the U.S., m an­
aged to defeat the proposal in 
the S ecu rity  Council, b u t on ly 
a t the expense o f fu r th e r  an ­
tag on iz ing  Greece. F ea ring  a 
rup tu re  in the ca re fu lly  con­
structed N A TO  alliance, T u rkey , 
in response to an appeal fro m  
Secretary o f State Dulles, is 
sending to A thens p a c ify in g  
notes tha t i t  “ wants to continue 
its  frien dsh ip  and a lliance”  w ith  
Greece.

B ut d ip lom atic  maneuvers can­
not counteract the power o f the 
C y p rio t masses, un ified  in th e ir  
de term ination  to w in  indepen­
dence. A long w ith  the wave o f 
independence movements else­
where in  the colonial w o rld , the 
movement fo r  enosis promises 
to ga in s treng th  despite B r it is h  
a ttem pts to crush it  by m il ita ry  
force.

L A B O R  C O N D IT IO N S  IN  
G U A T E M A L A  are sum m arized 
by Sidney Lenz in  the Sept. 27 
Labor’s D a ily : “ Before C astillo  
A rm as took the helm there were 
330 unions w ith  a m em bership 
o f some 110,000. Today there 
are only' 227 reg istered unions 
and th e ir  to ta l forces num ber 
on ly 12,000. A f te r  more than a 
year, the organized labor move­
m ent has shrunk by 90 p e rc e n t.”  
T h is  s ta rk  m easurement o f the 
effect o f the U.S. insp ired over­
tu rn  o f the le g a lly  elected A r-  
benz regim e las t year does not 
prevent Serafino Rom ualdi, A F L  
L a tin  Am erican Representative, 
from  w r it in g  in the Sept. 23 
A F L  News-Reporter, “ 1 feel 
ju s tifie d  in saying th a t C astillo  
A rm as and his Government have 
kep t fa ith  w ith  the prom ise to  
le t free  organized labo r develop 
in an atm osphere o f complete 
independence w ith in  the fra m e ­
w ork o f democracy.”  The A F L  
and CIO  leaders w ent a long 
w ith  the A rm as-U n ited  F ru it  
Co. coup in J u ly  1954.

*  *  *

IN  G U A T E M A L A , even p ro ­
governm ent papers have jo ined 
in scoring D ic ta to r A rm a s ’ sup­
pressions o f dem ocratic r ig h ts . 
Th is fo llow ed a series o f a rrests  
over a period o f tim e  o f persons 
“ accused o f speaking i l l  o f the 
P resident.”  The N a tiona l De­
fense Com m ittee A g a in s t Com­
m unism —  a non-o ffio ia l body —  
functions as a te rro r  machine, 
“ re g is te r in g ”  and sentencing c r i­
tics o f the reg im e. The A rm as 
regim e has rev ived a provis ion 
o f the penal code enacted by 
D ic ta to r Ubico p r io r  to  h is over­
th row  in 1944 th a t imposes ja i l

sentences fo r  those “ g u ilty ”  o f 
vo ic ing  “ in su lts ”  aga inst the 
President.

*  *  *

IN  IN D IA , Hollywood-m ade 
movies de roga to ry  to A frican s , 
were banned by the D e lh i State 
Governm ent. The action fo llow ed 
a dem onstra tion by A fr ic a n  s tu ­
dents s tud y ing  a t D e lh i U n iv e r­
sity.. .They went to see “ Tangan­
y ik a ,”  wh ich s ta rs  Van H e flin  
and Ruth Roman. In  the m iddle 
o f the  show ing they marched 
out shou ting  “ down w ith  im p e r­
ia lism ”  and “ boycott m alic ious 
film s .”  They w e n t s tra ig h t to 
P rim e M in is te r N e h ru ’s residence, 
and sat on the roadside outside 
his house fo r  three hours u n t il 
some o f them were in v ited  in  to 
see N ehru . The students also ob­
jected to Robert R nark 's  “ A fr ic a  
A dven tu re ”  a n d  “ U ntam ed,”  
which po rtra ys  A fr ic a n s  as sav­
ages u n fit to ru le  themselves.

*  *  *

P A K IS T A N ’S fo re ig n  m in is te r, 
H am ida l I lu q  Choudhury, in o u t­
lin in g  the new cab inet’s po licy , 
spoke o f a “ s p ir it  o f fr ie n d s h ip ”  
w ith  the Soviet U n ion  and voiced 
support fo r  E g y p t’s request fo r  
Soviet arm s. A t  the same tim e , 
according to John P. Callahan 
in the Sept. 30 N .Y . T im es, “ ed i­
to r ia l c r it ic is m  o f the U n ited  
States reached new he ights . . . 
in  two o f the c a p ita l’s leading 
da ilies.”  T h is  includes the o f­
fic ia l organ o f the Moslem Lea­
gue p a rty , w h ich  con tro ls  the 
governm ent. The P ak is tan i g o v ­
ernm ent has fo rm e r ly  been 
closely tied to  the  U.S. State 
D epartm ent, rece iv ing  a rm s fro m  
the U.S. governm ent and jo in ­
in g  the SE A TO  alliance.

Explosion in East Germany
significance o f the East German 
up ris ing . “ A no the r few  weeks 
and the same th in g  w il l  happen 
in  Moscow,”  declared one young 
Soviet o ff ic e r on occupation 
du ty , who was executed la te r 
fo r  show ing sym pathy to the 
revo lu tion .

In  a th ird  episode, the  m an i­
festo o f the B itte r fe ld  w orkers 
bo ld ly  procla im ed the p ro le ta r­
ian character o f the up ris ing , by 
dem anding “ the establishm ent o f 
a prov is iona l governm ent made 
up o f progressive w o rk in g  peo­
ple.”

But best o f a ll is the addition 
o f pieces to the s t i l l  incom plete 
p ic tu re  o f events lead ing up to 
and p re c ip ita tin g  the strugg le . 
A pp a re n tly  there had been a 
wave o f (s trikes a week p r io r  to 
the w e ll-reported June 19 con­
cessions to  the w orkers. W hether 
o r no t these s trikes  were d ire c t­
ly  o r w h o lly  responsible fo r  the 
concession, the re tre a t the  la t ­
te r represented on the p a rt o f the 
bureaucracy provoked a second 
s tr ike  wave.

“ They w r ite  like  th a t (S ta lin ­
is t  promises o f im provem ents) 
because they ’re w obb ly ,”  was a 
general a tt itu d e  o f East German 
w orkers. Thus the  B itte r fe ld

s tru g g le  on the 17th o f June 
centered about the fre e in g  o f a 
po litica l p risoner, arrested a fte r 
a successful s tr ik e  action fo u r 
days e a rlie r! Indeed, so rip e  was 
the s itua tion , th a t apparen tly  
the s trugg le  was in it ia te d  in  
some areas on the ve ry  same 
fa te fu l day independently o f 
knowledge o f the events in B e r­
lin .

The pages o f “ The E xp los ion,”  
as they m ir ro r  the recent past, 
p rophe tica lly  reveal a concrete 
image o f the June 17’s ye t to 
come. N o r does the add ition  of 
a preface and epilogue, t r y in g  
to connect the explosion th a t oc­
curred in E ast Germ any w ith  
U.S. im p e ria lis t aims, spo il the 
book. The m eat o f fa c t in  be­
tween is too s trong  fo r  such th in  
slices o f bread.

—  David M ille r

Sub - Getters W anted!
Dear Militant Reader: On Oct. 8 our fall subscription cam­

paign began. You know the Militant. You know how important 
its message-is. The Militant is the only revolutionary socialist 
paper in the United States. Its internationalist position is in­
dispensable for understanding world events. The Militant is a 
weapon in the hand of every class-conscious worker who wants 
to fight for the workers’ cause. It  is a fighting champion for 
the destruction of Jim Crow. It defends the exploited and 
oppressed everywhere.

This Militant subscription campaign gives you an op­
portunity to contribute to the struggle for a socialist world. 
Now is the time for you to help. Take a subscriplion, if  you 
haven’t one already. Get a friend or shopmate to subscribe. 
Every new reader won for the Militant means a new ally in 
our cause. Send a subscription in today and help make the 
campaign a success.

T H E  E X P LO S IO N . By Rainer 
I lild e b ra n d t. D uell Sloan and 
Pearce, 1955, 198 pp., $3.75.

Readers o f the M ilita n t,  which 
covered the great events o f June 
17, 1953 in  East Germ any so ex­
haustive ly , w i l l  find a treasure 
in th is  book by R a iner H ilde ­
brand t. Though he is no t a 
M a r x i s t ,  H ilde b ra nd t’s w o rk  
nevertheless repeatedly g i v e s  
eye-witness con firm ation to  much 
th a t M a rx is ts  could “ guess”  
from  afar'.

The book is a com pila tion o f 
the experiences o f ten p a r t ic i­
pants in one o f the m ost s ig n if i­
cant. w o rk in g  class actiorrs since 
the w ar, and, as each te lls  his 
tale, another fa c t o f th is  enor­
m ously in s tru c tive  event reveals 
its e lf.

One episode documents the 
agon iz ing  re fusa l o f U.S. o ff ic ­
ia ls, in  contro l o f t ile  rad io  in  
W est B erlin , to pe rm it the broad­
cast c f the  general s tr ike  declar­
a tion in Easrt B erlin , s u b s titu ­
t in g  fo r  i t  a plea fo r  d iscretion, 
patience and dependence upon 
top-leve l negotiations.

The slave laborers o f V o rku ta  
in A i’ctip Russia were no t the 
on ly  Russians to  appreciate the
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Red-Baiting Won't Lick Jim Crow
Shad Polier of the American Jewish 

Congress received a solid round of applause 
at the Oct. 2 Harlem NAACP rally, pro­
testing the lynching of Emmett Till, when 
he declared, “ I  am sick of hearing Ameri­
can leaders say we should do this or that 
so we won’t  lose the respect of the rest of 
the world, particularly of Asia and Africa. 
We should do it  [abolish Jim Crow] for our 
own self-respect, because it is right.”

Mr. Polier’s statement and the audience 
reaction to it  is deserving of thoughtful 
attention by those leaders of the labor and 
Negro movements who seem to rely 
heavily on that particular argument each 
time there is a new assault on civil rights. 
Today, more than ever, the Negro people 
are seeking an effective way of fighting 
back against the lynchers. I t  does not help 
their cause to becloud the key question of 
precisely who it  is that profits from Jim 
Crow atrocities.

Upon announcement of the verdict in the 
Till trial, Dr. Charming Tobias, chairman 
of the board of the NAACP, declared that 
the jurors should be awarded a medal by 
the Kremlin for their service to Com­
munism. Would it  not be far more accurate 
and meaningful to say that they should be 
given a medal by the Southern Bourbons 
whose economic and political tyranny rests 
directly on the maintenance of the Jim 
Crow system?

The argument that atrocities against the 
Negro people should be halted because they 
injure American “ prestige” abroad has a

strong logical defect. I t  implies that if  Jim 
Crow didn’t impair U.S. foreign policy, 
which it unquestionably does, there would 
be no strong reason for eliminating it. But 
aside from that fact, the argument is a 
dangerous one because, regardless of in­
tention, it actually strengthens the hands 
of the race-haters who also happen to be 
the most vocal champions of the “ strug­
gle against Communism.”

For the capitalist rulers of America the 
“ anti-Communist crusade” is a two­
pronged weapon. I t  is a smokescreen foi 
their drive to keep the colonial people 
enslaved. Movements of the Asian and 
African people for independence have been 
branded by the American propaganda ma­
chine as “ Communist-inspired.”  A t the 
same time it has proven itself to be an 
ominous instrument for intimidation and 
harassment at home of those who dare to 
speak up and fight for the rights of labor 
and the Negro people.

The Negro people cannot afford to be 
diverted from the real target in this crucial 
struggle. They have the whiplash of Jim 
Crow on their backs whether the inter­
national climate is one of “ cold war”  or of 
“ co-existence.”  Their oppressors are right 
here and not in a foreign land. Their fight 
for freedom will be won here. A t best it is 
a waste of breath to appeal for support to 
the fight against Jim Crow from those 
who hypocritically urge us to “ fight 
tyranny”  abroad while they nurse and 
profit from Jim Crow tyranny at home.

A Scabby Story
------------------------- By Ben Haines -------------------------

Sometimes it takes striking workers, 
particularly those who are on the picket 
line for the firs t time, a while to recognize 
that the cops, press, and capitalist poli­
ticians are lined up solidly on the bosses 
side. But there is one opponent they have 
no difficulty in recognizing — the scab.

Not only does the scab betray striking 
workers by attempting to cross their 
picket line, but he will stoop to the vilest 
tricks to curry favor with the boss.

Take the example of Charles Tra- 
janowski who scabbed on UE Local 207’s 
strike against the Landers, Frary & Clark 
Co. of New Britain, Connecticut.

According to the Aug. 22 Industrial 
Worker, “ A t least seven times the police 
had been informed that mysterious per­
sons had attacked the Trajanowski home 
with fire-bombs and rocks through the 
windows. One time Mrs. Trajanowski even 
showed a bump on her head supposedly 
caused by a rock thrown through her 
window.”

With great fanfare the struck company 
offered a $500 reward for the apprehension 
of the “ bombers,”  publicly implying that 
the UE strikers were guilty.

The New Britain police department, 
under pressure from the press and all 
“ good citizens” to protect martyr Tra­
janowski from “strike violence,” had two 
detectives seci-etly watch the house. They 
saw the lights go on after midnight and 
then heard glass breaking. This happened 
twice more the same night. A fter each 
performance the scabby couple called police 
headquarters and reported another attack 
by strikers. A fter attack No. 3, the detec­
tives investigated and found the windows

had been broken from inside since the 
screens outside of them hadn’t been 
penetrated.

The union suggested that the $500 
reward offered by the company for find­
ing the guilty parties be paid to the police 
pension fund. But Landers, Frary and 
Clark Co. hastily announced that the time 
lim it on its reward had run out.

This attempt to lay the ground for anti­
labor injunctions and to influence public 
opinion against strikers, though on a small 
scale, is as old a trick that the bosses have. 
In the famous Lawrence Strike of 1912 
planted dynamite bombs were traced — by 
accident — not to the strikers as intended 
but to an intimate friend of the company 
president.

Recently in East Tennessee a series of 
bombings and fires, connected with labor 
disputes and long attributed by the press 
to the unions, was solved. The guilty party 
was a business man — head of a trucking 
company. Naturally the press didn’t see 
as much “ news value” in this development 
of the story as it had earlier when it 
pointed the finger of guilt at labor.

A t present the CIO Communications 
Workers in the South is in arbitration over 
238 members who participated in the 
recent long, bitter strike. In addition to 
those fired by Southern Bell for “ mass 
picketing,” a number were discharged on 
“ personal misconduct”  charges ranging 
from “ throwing eggs or tomatoes” at 
scabs, to damaging company property. 
How many of them are victims of the same 
sort of company frame-up that, on a mil- 
lion-to-one chance, happened to come to 
the light of day in New Britain, Conn.?

Notes from the News
“ T H E  N A M E  A F L -C IO  leaves the Communica­

tions W orkers o f A m erica  w ith  a cold feeling:,”  
Joseph A . Beim e, CW A President said, “ We 
would have pre fe rred  the name ‘A m erican Con­
gress o f Labo r’ o r som eth ing s im ila r .”  l ie  made 
i t  clear, however, th a t he approves o f eve ry th ing  
else about the m erger.

*  *  *

F A K E  Q U O TA T IO N S  FRO M  L IN C O L N  w ill 
probably be go ing  the rounds through the  105o 
election cam paign, says the  newspaper Labor. I,t 
cites one cred ited to L inco ln . “ You cannot b r in g  
about p ro spe rity  by d iscouraging th r i f t .  You 
cannot s trengthen the weak by weakening the 
s trong . You cannot help the wage-earner by 
p u llin g  down the wage-payer. You cannot help 
the poor by destroy ing the r ic h .”  Th is phony quote 
was fabricated by a Rev. W . J. H. Boetcker some 
25 years a f te r  L in co ln ’s death. I t  has been picked 
up by various pro-business pub lica tions and is 
ca rried  in S tandard and Poors, the reference, book 
o f B ig  Business. In  the 1954 cam paign E isen­
hower’s Postm aster General, Sum m crfie ld , used 
the “ quote”  and had to  apologize when he was 
called on it .

* * *

T H E  F IF T H  A M E N D M E N T  was the sub ject of 
debate a t Fordbam  U n iv e rs ity , Sept, 30. The 
negative team won on the question “ Resolved: i t  
is un-A m erican to invoke the F if th  Am endm ent 
in respect to subvers ive  a c tiv itie s .”  D r. Joseph 
M aloney, in s tru c to r o f p o lit ic a l science, described 
i t  as the “ hard core o f ph ilosophy w h ich  is the 
tra d it io n  o f W estern c iv iliza tion . . . Wha/t would 
be more subversive or un-A m erican,”  he asked, 
“ than to deny a fundam enta l o f Am erican p o li­
t ic a l ph ilosophy.”

a-. *  m

T H E  A F L -C IO  M ERG ER w ill also merge the 
A F L  Labo r’s League fo r  P o litica l Education w ith  
the C IO ’s P o litica l A ction  Com m ittee. The new 
organ iza tion  w il l  be called COPE, Com m ittee on 
P o litica l Education, and w il l  p o te n tia lly  represent

15,000,000 w orkers and th e ir  fam ilies . The new 
organ iza tion , however w i l l  fo llo w  the old po licy 
o f suppo rting  the Dem ocrats, ra th e r than  move 
tow a rd  independent p o lit ic a l action.

* *  *

T A X  CU TS become im p o rta n t in the s tra tegy  
fo r  the 1950 election cam paign. Before E isen­
hower fe ll i l l  some Republicans fe l t  hiis appeal 
was s trong  enough to w in w ith o u t a ta x  cut, 
the W a ll S tree t Journa l comments. Now  th a t a 
candidate w ith  less vote appeal w ill be nom inated, 
the Journa l feels th a t a tax  cu t is  lik e ly . In  
prospect is a $100 increase in personal exem ptions 
to a ttra c t the w ork ing-c lass vote, w h ile  the big  
cuts are to be low er tax rates fo r  the m iddle and 
h igher income brackets as w e ll as lig h te r  levies 
on corporations.

*  *  *

H A R V E Y  O’CONNOR, the au thor who refused 
to invoke the F if th  Am endm ent before the M c­
C arthy Senate Investiga tions Subcommittee last 
Ju ly , bu t stood on his r ig h ts  under the F irs t 
Am endm ent, went on tr ia l Oct. 4 fo r  contem pt o f 
Congress. The t r ia l is  considered a test o f the 
power o f congressional investiga to rs . O’Connor, 
who was called before the in q u is ito rs  because 
some o f his books were in U.S. overseas lib ra ries , 
took the position th a t “ under the F ir s t  Am end­
m ent to the C onstitu tion , m y  w ritin g s , m y books 
and my po litica l opin ions are o f no le g itim a te  con­
cern o f th is  com m ittee .”

* *  *

CO NG RESSM EN T R A V E L IN G  A B R O A D  do
not have to pub lic ly  reveal th e ir  expense accounts, 
a U n ited Press s to ry  o f Sept. 25 reports . Senators’ 
tra v e lin g  expenses are subm itted to the Senate 
A pp ro p ria tio n s  Com m ittee which has kept them 
con fidentia l. House A d m in is tra tio n  Committee 
Chairm an Om ar Burleson “ held ou t the hope th a t 
the com m ittee — which passes on the expense 
accounts o f House members' —  m ay r ip  o f f  the 
ve il o f secrecy.”
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Fram e-up A ga in s t Them F a ile d

Pickets from  Local 207 o f  the U n ited E le c trica l W orkers  (Independent) in  New B rita in , Conn., 
shown above at C ity  H a ll p ro testing  m ayor’s s trikeb rea k ing  maneuvers. D u ring  th e ir  recent, long 
s tr ike  against Landers, F ra ry  and C la rk  Co., “ bom bings,”  blamed by press and company on s t r ik ­
ers, turned out to be w o rk  o f s trikebreaker. ( F o r  details see a rtic le  on th is  page en titled  “ A  
Scabby S to ry .” )

BILLINGS CHARGES SOBELL GOT 
SAME DEAL AS HE AND MOONEY

Landy Victory 
Fails to Change 
Guilt-by-Kinship

By Shirley Clark
The famous blood-guilt case of Eugene W. Landy who 

was denied a Naval Reserve commission last August be­
cause his mother once belonged to the Communist Party,

N E W  YORK —  A ra lly  o f 
1,800 persons a t Carnegie H a ll 
on Sept. 29 gave a standing ova­
tion  to W arren  K . B illin g s  who 
traveled from  his C a lifo rn ia  
home to  add his vyice to the de­
mand fo r  jus tice  fo r  M orton 
Sobell.

Sobell is serv ing  a 30-year 
te rm  in A lca tra z  a fte r  being 
convicted in a w itch -h u n tin g  t r ia l 
on the charge o f “ consp iring  to 
com m it conspiracy,”  a long w ith  
v ic tim ized  E the l and Ju lius  
Rosenberg.

B illin gs , who served 23 yearg 
in ja il w ith  Tom Mooney a fte r  
they were fram ed  up fo r  m il i­
tan t union a c tiv ity , charged th a t 
Sobell had received the same 
k ind o f trea tm e n t th a t he and 
Mooney had.

“ M orton Sobell was placed in 
the same position as 1 was,”  
B illin g s  said. “ The D is tr ic t  A t ­
to rney to ld  me tha t i f  I d idn ’t  
te s t ify  aga inst Tom Mooney, he 
would hang Mooney and he 
would hang me too.”

“ B R A IN W A S H IN G ”
“ Today,”  he continued, “ when 

they have more refined methods 
o f bra inw ash ing , they le t M orion

Sobell know th a t i f  he d idn ’t  
te s t ify  aga inst the Roscnbergs 
he would ro t in A lca tra z . B ut 
M orton Sobell doesn’t have any­
th in g  to  te s t ify  any m ore than I 
had a n y th in g  to te s t ify .”  B i l l ­
ings, who f in a lly  won his free -

Debs Centennial 
In November

The 100th ann iversary  o f the 
b ir th  o f Eugene V ic to r Debs 
w ill be commemorated th ro u g h ­
out the coun try  by m em oria l 
meetings held by various so­
c ia lis t and labor o rgan iza tions 
around the date on which Debs 
was born : Novem ber 51 h. 
Special ceremonies are being 
planned to lake place at T erre  
Haute, Ind iana, the b irthp lace 
o f the indom itab le  f ig h te r  fo r 
a socialist Am erica.

The M ilita n t, in its  issue o f 
November 7, w ill ca rry  special 
a rtic les  on various aspects o f 
Debs’ life . The Debs ann iver­
sary fa lls  ju s t tw o days be­
fore the ann iversary o f the 
great Russian R evolution of 
1917.

dom a fte r  decades o f protests 
on his beha lf by organized labor, 
declared th a t i t  was up to  the 
w o rk in g  people to f ig h t fo r  So- 
b e ll’s freedom .

Senator W illia m  Langer (R .- 
N .D .) told the ra lly  th a t he 
would do a ll he could as a mem­
ber o f the Senate Jud ic ia ry  Com­
m ittee  to  w in  jus tice  fo r  Sobell. 
The Com m ittee to Secure Justice 
fo r  M orton Sobell, which spon­
sored the meeting, has appealed 
to the Senate Sub-com m ittee on 
C onstitu tiona l R ights, o f which 
Langer is a member, to  in v e s ti­
gate (he Rosenberg-Sobell case.

L A N G E R  V IC T IM IZ E D
Senator Langer was attacked 

by a num ber o f newspapers fo r  
accepting an in v ita tio n  to speak 
a t the m eeting. The fo llo w in g  
day the Federa l Em ployees V e t­
erans Association announced th a t 
they had w ith d ra w n  an in v ita ­
tion  fo r  Langer to be the key­
note speaker a t th e ir  convention 
In Boston. The national com­
m ander o f the o u tfit said th a t 
Langer’s appearance a t the So­
bell m eeting made i t  “ inadv is ­
ab le”  fo r  hint to speak to  a 
group o f federa l employees.

has f in a lly  been resolved. Sec­
re ta ry  o f N avy Charles S. Thomas 
reversed the decision o f the 
special review  board and decided 
on the basis o f “ commonsense”  
to g ive honor-student Landy his 
commission.

However the “ commonsense”  
basis fo r  the N avy Secre tary ’s 
decision was no t very  common. 
Two navy boards plus the special 
review  board had considered the 
case and decided Landy was a 
“ s e c u rity ”  r is k  because o f his 
m other’s one tim e  p o lit ic a l views.

None o f the navy brass in ­
volved in the case questioned 
Landy ’s lo y a lty  or qua lifica tions  
fo r a commission. B u t the lad 
had obviously showed g re a t in ­
d iscre tion  in  the choice o f his 
m other —  or, g ranted th a t one 
doesn’t  choose a m other, Landy 
fa iled  to d icta te her social views.

Secretary Thomas said th a t he 
“ could no t ignore one o f the 
fundam enta l p rinc ip les on which 
our A m erican way o f li fe  has 
been based and th a t is the  op­
p o rtu n ity  o f each in d iv id u a l to 
progress and succeed on h is own 
m e rit.”

B u t two n a v y  boards ignored 
th is  “ fundam enta l .princip le.”  The 
special review  board appointed by 
Thomas ignored i t  too. A nd 
Thomas, h im se lf, ev idently  fo rg o t 
i t  wilmn he studied the record 
which contained on ly  pra ise fo r  
Landy. He had to check fu r th e r  
w ith  a “ secret”  t r ip  to New Y o rk  
to in te rv ie w  Landy personally. In 
addition he had to consult Vice- 
P resident N ixon.

Landy is vind ica ted, T h is  is 
good. But w h a t about the proce­
dure in the  N avy th a t b rought 
th is  cris is  about? W il l  o ther 
youths have to undertake national 
p u b lic ity  cam paigns and m onths 
o f legal d ickering  ju s t to ge t the 
r ig h t  to be judged on ind iv idua l 
m erit?

In the m eantime A m erican c iv il 
libe rties  have received several 
serious blows from  another d i­

rec tion : the C ity  o f New Y o rk . 
The C ity  has prepared a b r ie f 
fo r  the Supreme C ourt o f the 
U n ited States in which it  con­
tends th a t use o f the F if th  
Am endm ent “ pe rm its  on ly two 
possible inferences” : g u ilt  o r per­
ju ry .

New Y o rk  C ity  argues th a t i t  
should have the  same r ig h t  to  
f ire  ati employe th a t is exercised 
by p riva te  employers. I t  c ites the 
fa c t th a t  the N . Y. T im es, “ in  the 
fo re fro n t o f the defense o f c iv il 
libe rtie s ,”  f ire d  its  copy w r ite r ,  
M elvin L. B arnet, fo r  us ing the 
F if th  Am endm ent.

The C ity  wants to f ire  Dr. 
H a rry  Slochower, a B roo k lyn  Col­
lege associate pro fessor who in ­
voked the F if th  when a congres­
sional com m ittee asked h in t about 
Com m unist a ff il ia t io n s  in  1940 o r 
1941. D r. S lochower offe red to 
answer any questions about la te r 
periods and said he was no t a 
com m unist a t the tim e  o f the in ­
qu iry . S till —  the C ity  w ants to 
f ire  him .

The N. Y. Board o f Education 
is also ham m ering away a t c iv il 
libe rties . I t  ordered a p rin c ip a l, 
throe teacher» and a teaoher- 
c le rk , who had adm itted  th a t they 
were ex-Com m unists, to  be tr ied  
under the Fe inberg law  which 
bans members o f “ subversive”  o r­
ganizations fro m  teaching.

The teachers charged tha t they 
have been double-crossed. They 
were promised th a t they could 
keep th e ir  jobs i f  they confessed 
th e ir  past po litica l a ff ilia t io n s . 
The teachers com plied. B ut they 
refused to  in fo rm  on o ther teach­
ers. Now  admission o f th e ir own 
past po litica l a ff il ia t io n s  is being 
used against them in  the firs t, 
in d ic tm en t under the no torious 
Feinberg lawr.

Three o f the five  educators are 
being indicted fo r  m aking fa lse  
a ff id a v its  when a p p ly ing  fo r  
th e ir  licenses. A ll f iv e  are in ­
dicted on the charge o f re fus ing  
to in fo rm .

Our Readers Take the Floor
The Labor Leaders 
And the Till Case
E d ito r :

I am a fra id  a w rong impression 
was g iven ‘by the las t paragraph 
■of F red H a r t ’s a rtic le  on the 
E m m ett T il l  case (Sept. 26 issue). 
H a rt says “ the labor m ovem ent is 
aroused and has demanded punish­
ment o f the lynchers.”  He reports  
tha t M cDonald o f the CIO  steel 
union w ired the governor o f M is ­
sissippi dem anding jus tice  and 
th a t o ther unions have done the 
same.

Bub such steps are meaningless 
and worth less unless accompanied 
by action. They m ere ly make the 
record and are used by the labor 
bureaucrats as a subs titu te  fo r  
e ffective  p ro tes t action. Instead 
of g e ttin g  c re d it fo r  p u ttin g  th e ir 
names to a te legram , the labor 
leaders should be condemned fo r  
do ing no th ing and subjected to 
pressure to staid do ing som ething 
about crim es th a t are ju s t as 
much an ti-la bo r as an ti-N egro .

When H a rry  and H a rr ie t  Moore 
were m urdered by a J im  Crow 
bomb on C hristm as 1951, the 
N A A C P  called fo r  a nation-w ide 
24jhour w ork-stoppage in protest 
aga ins t th a t a tro c ity . The CIO 
leaders, who then too were lavish 
w ith  telegram s o f pro test, refused 
to cooperate, re jec tin g  the p ro ­
posal as not- “ responsible.’’ B u t a 
nation-w ide w ork  stoppage would 
have been a thousand tim es more 
e ffec tive  than a ll the telegram s 
in the  world , and could have set 
in to  m otion a p ro tes t movement 
tha t m ig h t have prevented the 
lynch ing  o f E m m ett T il l .

The labor movement pe rm its  its  
own thhoat to  be cu t when i t  
fa ils  to f ig h t  the Southern ly n ­
chers. Actions like  a 24-hour 
w o rk  stoppage a ll over the coun­
try  are measures o f self-defense 
fo r  labor, and indispensable i f  it  
is serious about un ion iz ing  the 
South. The labo r bureaucrats 
should be pu t on the spot by 
demands th a t they organize such 
work-stoppages. The ve ry  least 
th a t m ust be demanded o f them 
is the ho ld ing a ll over the country 
o f mass m eetings and demon­
stra tions such as the A F L  
Brotherhood o f S leeping Car 
Porters organized in Now York.

George B re itm an
D e tro it, Mich.

[W e agree com ple te ly  w ith  the 
w r ite r  o f the above le tte r  about

the ineffectiveness o f the few  
telegram s and statem ents made 
by the labor leaders on the T il l  
rase. This m ay be seen fro m  the 
fron t-page ed ito ria l th a t ap­
peared in last week’s M ilita n t 
scoring the “ t im id  and craven" 
leaders o f Am erican labor for 
th e ir inaction  on the T il l  lynch­
ing. F u rth e r evidence may be 
found on th is  issue’s f ro n t page. 
N or is there any doubt th a t a 
m ilita n t action by labor-, such as 
a 24-hour general s tr ike , would 
deal the w h ite  suprem acist un ion- 
haters hnd th e ir  N o rthe rn  a llies 
a s taggering  blow. We re g re t tha t 
any readers m ay have in fe rred  
from  the paragraph in the Sept. 
26 M ilita n t, re fe rre d  to in the 
above le tte r, th a t the M il ita n t  in 
any w ay accepted as adequate or 
e ffec tive  the action, o r ra the r 
inaction, o f the labor bureaucracy 

•on the T il l  lynch ing . A ll th a t war 
intended was a mere re p o ttin g  of 
the facts. — Ed.]

*  *  *

Salute to the SWP
E d ito r:

On the occasion o f m y f irs t  
decade in the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty , in th is  year o f reaction 
1955, I  salute the P a rty  I f ir s t  
jo ined in October 1945.

Much w a te r has flow ed under 
the bridge in these ten years. The 
tide is now perhaps a t its  lowest 
ebb bu t th is  can on ly be before 
the g re a t flood tide. Th is I  have 
been ta u g h t and th is  I believe fo r  
i t  is the essence o f M arx ism  and 
M arx ism  is the t ru th  o f our 
times.

The P a rty  is sm all in size now,, 
bu t to me i t  is b igg e r than ever, 
fo r  i t  tow ers above a ll other 
o rgan iza tions in  ideas and p r in ­
ciples. I t  is a d iffe re n t k ind  o f 
P arty . I have the u tm ost con­
fidence th a t some day, in the not 
too d is ta n t fu tu re , thus qu a lity  
w ill become transfo rm ed in to  
qu a n tity  and we w ill t ru ly  be a 
P arty  o f mass action.

Being1 a member o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  means f ig h t in g  
fo r  a cause —  the greatest cause 
in the h is to ry  o f hum an ity  —  the 
establishm ent o f socialism . I t  
means l i f t in g  up the downtrodden 
and oppressed; jo in in g  hands w ith  
the members o f a ll races in  the 
s trugg le  aga inst d isc rim ina tion  
and pre jud ice ; o rgan iz ing  the ex­
p lo ited w o rk ing  people w ith  the 
ob jective o f supplanting ' the

system of p r iva te  p ro f i t  w ith  a 
system o f production fo r  use.

The P a rty  embodies a ll the hope 
and yea rn ing  fo r  a be tte r w orld . 
I t  carries on the co n tin u ity  o f the 
h is to ric  s trugg le  o f the oppressed 
peoples against th e ir  oppressors; 
in modern society i t  is the s tru g ­
gle o f the w o rk in g  class against 
the c a p ita lis t class —  the last 
g rea t class con flic t, the resolution 
o f which w i l l  usher in the class­
less society.

The P a rty  gives more than it 
receives, fo r  in re tu rn  fo r  some 
p a ltry  dues and a l i t t le  w o rk  it 
o ffe rs  an unpara lled education, an 
in s igh t and consciousness o f life  
unobtainable anywhere else, and 
an op p o rtu n ity  to p a rtic ip a te  in 
the g re a t w o rk  o f leading the 
w o rk ing  class in the fu lf i l lm e n t 
o f its  h is to ric  m ission of free ing  
m ankind fo reve r fro n t class ru le 
and class s trugg le .

On the ten th ann iversary o f m y 
membership in the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  I salute the D u ty .

A  R ank-and-F ile r
New Y ork  C ity  

* * *

News of Strikes; 
Lattimore's 'Job'
E d ito r :

I ’ve noticed th a t you have made 
m ention o f the Bendix s tr ik e  in 
B a ltim ore . I t  has come in to  the 
da ily  papers. The union involved, 
the In te rn a tion a l Association o f 
M achin ists (A F L ) ,  set fo r th  its  
demands and m anagem ent assert­
ed 1hat i t  asked more than was 
usual fo r  the e lectrica l indus try . 
I t  seemed reasonable th a t Bendix 
would make some s o rt o f counter­
o ffe r  and th a t a settlem ent would 
soon be reached.

That hasn’t  happened. There 
may be more than meets the eye 
in the s itua tion . The s tr ik e  has 
now been on fo r  a month. The 
IA M  has set. up a soup kitchen fo r  
th e ir  needier members, w ith  the 
aid o f the A F L . A  fac tion  o f the 
union, in a h u rry  to ge t the s tr ik e  
fin ished, spoke o f p e titio n in g  the 
membership aga inst the present 
leaders. These people h ired a ha ll, 
and the local newspaper hope fu lly  
called i t  a “ back-to -w ork  move­
ment,”  a qu a in t term . O ther mem­
ber-. o f another opin ion, go t in to  
the ha ll, and the m eeting was 
called o ff. The la test news was 
tha t F ord  M o to r company re ­
acquired tools used by Bendix. 
This was said to have cost the

w orkers the loss o f about 400 jobs 
and the company a cost in the 
m illions.

C row n Cork and Seal, a large 
company th a t has been many 
years in th is  c ity , has been open- 
shop, w ith  the exception o f the 
truck  d rive rs . The Steelworkers 
(C IO ) have been long t ry in g  to 
organize Crown Cork, b u t every 
tim e they would come to pass out 
union lea fle ts , tire company gave 
tIre w o rkers  a raise, B u t Crown 
Cork has been la y in g  o ff. The 
union organized fro m  w ith in  and 
the CIO has won the N L R B  elec­
tion. There hasn’t  been any con­
tra c t yet, though.

Owen La ttim o re , the expert on 
Chinese a ffa irs , who was v ic ­
tim ized d u rin g  the recent w itc h ­
hunt, has gotten his “ jo b ”  back. 
As an advisor o f Chdang Kai-shek 
fo r  the A m erican governm ent, he 
s a w  the weaknesses o f the 
regim e. F o r h is honesty he was 
held responsible fo r  the fa l l  of 
th a t regim e.

He was d irec to r o f the W a lte r

. . .  Morocco
(Continued from  page 1)

U n ion ,”  the fancy  name used to 
designate the French colonial 
em pire.

B ut even th is  token and devious 
arrangem ent was denounced by 
the colons as too g re a t a con­
cession to  the Arabs. They p re ­
vailed on puppet Sultan ben A ra fa  
on leaving the throne to designate 
his cousin, ben M oulay Abdel 
Ila ifid , another stooge o f French 
im peria lism  as Regent.

P rem ier Faure then ca p itu la ­
ted to th is  coup o f the colons. 
The French cabinet on Oct. 1 
le g itim a tized  the powers o f the 
new regent. The m in is te rs  called 
his assum ption o f governm ent 
functions an “ in te rm ed ia ry  step”  
towards re a liz in g  the o rig in a l 
compromise agreement.

S ick and tire d  o f the whole 
sw indle, Moroccan tribesm en re ­
sumed pa rtisan  w a rfa re  against 
French forces in  the A tla s  
M ounta ins and violence fla red  
up in  Casablanca and M arrakesh. 
The cyn ica l v io la tion  o f the 
agreem ent also had im m ediate 
repercussions in A lg e ria , w ith  
A rab  partisans in the Oran M oun­
ta ins  renew ing a ttacks on French 
outposts.

Hines Page School o f F ore ign  
Relations o f John H opkins U n i­
ve rs ity , and he ld a lecturesh ip a t 
Hopkins. The college gave the 
im pression th a t i t  would be fa ir ,  
im p a rtia l and objective, b u t as 
the w itoh-hunt, w ent on, H opkins 
removed D r. L a ttim o re ’s depa rt­
ment from  under h im , sw itched i t  
to the G eography D epartm ent, 
and suspended his lectureship 
w h ile  lie was on tr ia l by the gov­
ernm ent. Dr. L a ttim o re  was one 
w itch -h u n t v ic tim  who refused to  
“ ro ll over and p lay dead.”  He 
w rote a book on the subject th a t 
sold qu ite a few  copies, and be 
w-on the tr ia l.  A few  day», ago 
Johns Hopkins restored D r. L a t­
tim ore  to his lectureship. H is  
s t o l e n  departm ent was no t 
restored.

I ’ve heard D r. La ttim o re  speak 
a couple o f tim es m any years ago. 
I,t was obvious lie  re a lly  had a 
grasp o f the subject, b u t he never 
seemed to in jec t his opinions in to  
the rem arks he made. He d idn ’t  
even sound like  a libera l.

No doubt lie considered h im se lf 
“ above po litics ,”  ju s t  another ex­
pert, l i t t le  d iffe re n t fro m  one who 
baried h im se lf in research in 
chem is try  o r physics. T h a t ju s t 
goes to show you that, in h is 
m eeting w ith  po litics , i t  d idn’ t  
m a tte r th a t he d idn ’t  recognize 
po litics, as long as p o litic s  
recognized him .

S. L.
B a ltim ore , M d.

Detroit Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum

resumes its  reg u la r 
weekly fon rm  series 

•
The P o litica l B iography 

O f W a lte r Reuther (F rom  
Socialist to Dem ocrat)

F riday , Oct. 14, a t 8 P. M.
•

The S trange Career 
O f J im  Crow 

F rid a y , Oct. 21 a t 8 P. M .
•

T h e 'S o c ia lis t A nsw er 
To M ax Eastm an 

F rid a y , Oct. 28, a t 8 P. M .
•

A t 3000 Grand R iver, Rnt. 207
Donation 25c.
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