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Emmett Till’s 
Lynchers Face 
Lily-W hite Jury

By Fred Hart
SEPT. 20 — As indignation throughout the country 

continues to rise over the lynching of Emmett T ill, 14-year 
old Negro youth, the State of Mississippi is going through
the pretense o f a t r ia l o f tw o of-i> 
t ile  m urderers.

In  Sumner, M ississipp i, J im  
Crow jus tice  was on exh ib ition . 
O ut o f an a ll-w h ite  ju ry  panel an 
a ll-w h ite  ju ry  has been selected. 
Lynchers J. W. M ilam  and Roy 
B ry a n t s it  in the courtroom  as i f  
they owned i t  and are trea ted 
w ith  deference and respect. A lso 
in the court, as a spectator, is 
M rs. Roy B rya n t, whom the au­
th o ritie s  have refused to ind ic t.

She is the storekeeper’s w ife  
who w aited on young T il l  and his 
teen-age friends , se lling  them 
bubble gum . A f te r  leav ing  the 
store the Negro boy em itted a 
"w o lf  w h is tle .”  B e liev ing  the 
w h is tle  re fe rred  to her and thus 
was an in s u lt to  "w h ite  woman­
hood,”  she accompanied the 
lynchers in  the m iddle o f the 
n ig h t to the cabin o f Moses 
W rig h t, T ill 's  unelg, where, the 
14-year Old Chicago lad was 
spending p a rt o f h is summer 
vacation. B rya n t and M ilam  w ent 
in to  the house and dragged T il l 
ou t to the car where Mrs. B rya n t 
id en tified  h im  as “ the one.”

Then T i l l ’s head was beaten 
h a lf in , his teeth knocked out, a 
hu ilc t fired  th rough his temple, a 
hundred pound w e igh t tied to his 
body w ith  barbed w ire  and th row n  
in the T a llaha tch ie  R iver.

NO R E A L  T R IA L
In  the courtroom  people con­

t in u a lly  come up to B rya n t and 
M ilam  to w ish them luck. E very 
law yer in the ju d ic ia l d is tr ic t  has 
jo ined the lynchers’ legal defense.

F o r the be ne fit o f outside 
op in ion the ‘ ‘ t r ia l ”  is being held. 
The governor has spoken hypo­

c r it ic a l words to  N o rth e rn  re p o rt­
ers about M iss iss ipp i’s justice . 
B u t i t  is known to one and a ll 
th a t th is  is not re a lly  , a m urder 
tr ia l.

The on ly question is whether 
the ch ild -lynchers w ill be le f t  o f f  
scot free , since t ra d it io n a lly  fo r  
a w h ite  man to m urder a Negro 
is no c rim in a l act in  M ississipp i, 
o r w hether as a sop to  na tiona l 
in d ig na tion  the s ta te  w i l l  a im  fo r  
m ino r sentences.

D is tr ic t  A tto rn e y  Chatham, the 
prosecutor, has already announced 
he is no t ask ing fo r  the «death 
penalty. He procla im s th a t his 
case aga inst the lynchers is, “ c ir ­
cum stan tia l.”  Nobody expects the 
police to do the k ind  o f in ­
ves tig a tin g  th a t w ould make the 
case more than “ c ircu m s ta n tia l.”

T IL L 'S  M O TH E R
S itt in g  in the J im  C row  section 

o f the courta-oom is M rs. M amie 
B radley, m other o f the m urdered 
boy. She has come fro m  Chicago 
to spike one o f the plans being 
considered fo r  fre e in g  the lynch­
ers. She w il l  s tate th a t the body 
found in the r iv e r  is d e fin ite ly  
th a t o f h e r ch ild . Some M iss iss ipp i 
au tho ritie s  are p re tend ing  the 
id e n tifica tio n  is m istaken.

In  add ition  to  the tremendous 
anger o f the N egro people over 
T i l l ’s lynch ing —  in Chicago over 
250,000 filed  past his c o ffin  —  
the labor .movem ent is aroused 
and has demanded punishm ent of 
the lynchers. President McDonald 
o f the CIO  Steelworkers U nion, to 
which T i l l ’s g ra nd fa th e r belongs, 
w ired the M iss iss ipp i Governor 
dem anding jus tice . O ther unions 
have made s im ila r demands.

PROMINENT LIBERALS DEMAND CIVIL 
RIGHTS FOR THE COMMOIIST PARTY

Argentina’s New M ilita ry  
Rulers Are Confronted by 
Powerful Working Class

By Harry Ring
Three hundred and s ix ty  p rom ­

inen t educators, scientists, a r tis ts  
and po litica l figures have de­
manded tha t the Supreme Court 
declare the In te rn a l S ecu rity  A ct 
o f 1950 unconstitu tiona l.

The law , which penalizes m em ­
bers o f w h a t the governm ent 
deems to be “ Com m unist,”  “ Com­
m u n is t- fro n t”  o r  “ Com m unist- 
in fi ltra te d ”  organ izations, was 
branded by the pe titioners  as the 
w o rs t th re a t ye t to c iv il lib e r­
ties.

T h fy - s ign ffrcan t  new defense 
o f c iv il lib e rtie s  took the  fo rm

A w a it T r ia l in  L y n c h in g

J. W . M ilam  (cen te r) and his h a lf-b ro th e r Roy B ryan t are con fe rring  w ith  th e ir  law yer ( le f t )  
as they aw ait t r ia l on k idnap ing  and m urder charges in M ississipp i. B rya n t’s w ife , Carolyn, is 
on the r ig h t. (See s to ry  above.)

o f a “ fr ien d  o f the c o u rt”  b r ie f 
filed w ith  the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt Sept. 16 in  support o f the 
appeal o f the C om m unist P a rty  
fro m  the decision o f the  Sub­
versive A c tiv it ie s  C ontro l Board 
th a t its  members re g is te r as 
“ subversives.”

The pe titione rs  contended th a t 
the C om m unist P a rty  is being 
penalized, “ and savagely so . . .  
s im p ly  fo r  be ing associated w ith  
Com m unists o f o ther countries 
in an in te rn a tio n a l movement, 
and fo r  sha ring  the ideas o f 
C om m unists o f o the r countries,, 
especially the C om m unist P a rty  
o f Soviet Russia.”

The b r ie f attacked the “ Com­
m un is t in fi lt ra te d ”  clauses o f the 
law  as aimed a t the unions. I t  
pointed out tha t unions so b rand­
ed would “ be subjected to v ir tu a l 
o u tla w ry ,”  and th a t they could 
not even determ ine how they 
were so “ in filtra te d .”

The law is also attacked as 
an overhanging th re a t to the 
F irs t  Am endm ent w h ich  gu a r­
antees freedom  o f association. 
I ts  c o n s titu tio n a lity  is  fu r th e r  
challenged in  that, i t  pe rm its  
Congress to  evaluate po litica l 
movements and pronounce them 
“ safe”  o r  “ dangerous.”

T h is  o therw ise e ffec tive  action 
was seriously weakened by the 
inclusion o f the com plete ly false 
libe ra l concept tha t the Com­
m un ist P a rty  should be prose­
cuted, bu t on the grounds o f 
“ p lo tt in g  revo lu tion ”  ra the r than 
fo r  its  ideas.

In  the f ir s t  place, the Com­
m un is t P a rty  long ago abandoned 
its  revo lu tiona ry  opposition to 
cap ita lism  in fa v o r o f pushing 
fo r  “ peaceful co-existence”  w ith

the K re m lin . Secondly, assume 
th a t the C om m unist P a rty  was 
“ g u ilty ”  on th i6  count. D id no t 
the A m erican people f irm ly  es­
tab lish  the r ig h t  to accomplish 
a revo lu tiona ry  social change in  
1776 aga inst the  B r it is h  and 
again in 1865 aga inst the South­
ern slavocracy ?

A nd  e n tire ly  a p a rt fro m  these 
facts, a ll o f h is to ry  demon­
stra tes th a t a “ f a i r ”  o r “ ju s t ”  
w itch -hu n t never existed. Con­
cessions to the w itch -hun te rs  on 
any prem ise fo r  p o lit ic a l perse­
cution serves on ly  to  s trengthen 
the a ttack  on dem ocratic r ig h ts .

S igners o f the b r ie f include 
the fo llo w in g : P ro f. H aro ld
U rey o f the U n ive rs ity  o f C h i­
cago, P ro f. L inus P au ling  o f the 
C a lifo rn ia  In s titu te  o f Technol­
ogy, fo rm er N a tion a l Youth A d ­
m in is tra to r Aubrey W illiam s, 
Henry Seidel Canby o f the S at­
urday Review« o f L ite ra tu re , 
composer and c r it ic  Deems T a y ­
lor, and v io lin is t Yehudi Menu­
hin.

Knoxville, Tenn. 
Strikers Fight On 
After 27 Weeks

By George Lavan
Ind ica tive  o f the new s p ir it  o f 

labor in  the South is the  dogged­
ness o f workers on the  picket 
lines in  long d raw n -ou t strikes. 
Three ou ts tand ing  exam ples of 
th is  f ig h tin g  s p ir it  in  the long 
hau l are c u rre n tly  being demon­
stra ted  below the Mason - D ixon 
Line.

Readers o f the  M il ita n t  are 
acquainted w ith  the A F L  H o te l 
W orke rs ’ s tr ik e  in  M ia m i and 
the CIO  Sugar re fin e ry  w o rke rs ’ 
s tr ike  in  Louisiana. B u t n o t w e ll 
enough known outside o f Ten­
nessee is the s tr ik e  o f the  A F L  
E le c tr ica l W orkers  aga ins t the 
K nox Porcela in Co., in  K n o x ­
v ille , Tennessee.

T h is  s tr ik e  began on M arch  25 
and is now in its  27 th week. 
W hen the K nox Porcela in w o rk ­
ers w ent ou t the Southern te le ­
phone and ra il s trikes  were ju s t 
a few  weeks old. There were 300 
w orkers in the porcelain p la n t 
and there were 300 members of 
the union. The 300 s t i l l  rem ain 
out. N o t one has re tu rned  to 
w ork.

M ost o f the s tr ik e rs  —  about 
65% —  are women. The union 
demands are a ten-cent an hour 
wage increase, five paid ho lidays 
and five  days per yea r sick 
leave. The m in im um  wage at 
Knox Porcelain is 97 cents an

(Continued on page 2)

Billions Raked In 
By Fast Write-offs
Fast w r i te - o f fs ,  techn ica lly  

known as “ rap id  am ortiza tion ,”  is 
another way companies deduct 
vast amount« from  taxes. N o r­
m a lly  industries  are allowed to  
deduct 1/10 to  1/20 o f the cost 
o f p lan t and equipm ent to  cover 
depreciation. Since the Korean 
war, in order to  s tim u la te  invest­
ment, companies were allowed to 
deduct 1/5 o f the  am ount each 
year. I t  is estim ated th a t indus try  
w ill save 8888 m illio ns  th is  year, 
and that the to ta l savings w il l  be 
$4.5 b illions.

The Longshoremen's Political Strike

Peron Resigns Rather 
Than Summon Armed 
Workers To Struggle

By Daniel Roberts
SEPT. 22 —  The Peron dictatorship in Argentina 

ended on Sept. 19. His overthrow has been widely ad­
vertized as a “revolution” by the U.S. press. In reality, 
power was trans fe rre d  behind a i> -

By Tom Kerry
The recent e igh t - day s tr ike  

o f the independent In te rn a tion a l 
Longshorem en’s A s s o c i a t i o n  
against the b i-s ta tc  New Y ork- 
New Jersey W a te rfro n t Commis­
sion was an event o f great 
sym ptom atic  s ign ificance. I t  was 
a po litica l s tr ik e  against govern­
ment in terfe rence in the unions. 
As such i t  foreshadows the 
fu tu re  course o f the class s tru g ­
gle  in  th is  coun try  and deserves 
the most ca re fu l study.

For years the I  L A  hud been 
one o f the m ost racke t - ridden 
unions in  the country. The dock 
w orkers on the New Y ork-N ew  
Jersey w a te rfro n t ‘had to w rest a 
m eager live lihood from  a hostile 
environm ent. T h e ir union o ffic ia ls  
were venal and co rru p t. The ship 
operators and stevedores were 
rapacious taskm asters. The hu­
m ilia t in g  shapeup and kickback 
were reg u la r fea tu res o f the 
longshorem an’s existence. I t  was 
a hard school th a t required tou g l 
men to “ buck the system. ’

"K IN G  R Y A N ”
Joe Ryan, e rs tw h ile  president 

o f the I LA  was fo r  years “ K in g ”  
o f the w a te rfro n t. He not only 
had h im se lf elected life tim e  head 
o f the union b u t was a power in 
Tam m any H a ll —  the name under 
which the New Y o rk  Democratic 
P a rty  machine was designated. 
Ryan, fo r  years, had the support 
o f the Catholic h ie ra rchy  which

exercised g re a t in fluence on the 
Ir is h  and Ita lia n  dock workers. 
T h is  in te rlo ck ing  p o litica l, eco­
nomic and re lig ious  force was 
b rought to bear on the New Y o rk - 
New Jersey dock w orkers w ith  
crush ing power. They were taugh t 
to how down to  the  a u th o rity  o f 
church and state and to accept 
ih e ir  conditions o f life  w ith  
resignation .

B u t the ve ry  conditions o f th e ir  
existence hammored in to  th e ir 
consciousness o ther lessons which 
molded and guided and de ter­
mined th e ir  reaction to th ings  
¡effecting th e ir  m ate ria l in terests. 
The longshoremen learned, fo r  
example, to d is tru s t the union 
oureauerats who too often ganged 
up w ith  the em ployers to sell 
them sho rt. I t  became a re g u la r 
teat lire  o f labor re la tions on the 
w a te rfro n t fo r  the dock workers 
to engage in “ spontaneous”  w a ik- 
.ni-ts aga ins t agreements signed 
by th e ir  union o ffic ia ls .

They learned to  re ly  more and 
more upon th e ir own so lid a rity  in 
action on the p icket line and less 
and less upon c a p ita lis t p o li­
tic ians, union bureaucrats and 
“ im p a rt ia l”  p riests and govern­
ment a rb itra to rs . T h is  lesson was 
driven home over and over again. 
When the b i-s ta tc  W a te rfro n t 
Commission was established by 
law fo r the alleged purpose o f 
abolishing “ crim e”  on the w a te r­
fro n t, the longshoremen were 
suspicious. A nd w ith  good reason.

F rom  the beginn ing, crim e and 
racke teering  on the w a te rfro n t, 
were p a rt o f the “ system .”  Cor-, 
n ip t  c a p ita lis t po litic ian s , union 
labor skates and the  sh ipp ing 
bosses were its  main props. The 
dockers were its  main v ic tim s. 
W hen the “ system ”  became too 
expensive fo r  the bosses a g rea t 
hue and c ry  arose about “ c rim e”  
on the w a te rfron t, and the W ater- 
f ro n t Commisison was set up to 
deal w ith  the problem .

I t  was n o t long before the 
w orst suspicions o f t.he dock 
workers were confirm ed. True, 
Ryan was eased o u t and was 
replaced by one o f his henchmen, 
Captain Bradley. B u t the rackets 
flourished and the racketeers and 
parasites rem ained. The men on 
the docks worked as hard as ever, 
under speedup conditions and 
w ith o u t job  security . Instead o f 
weeding ou t the parasites and 
bloodsuckers the W a te rfro n t Com­
mission began to  “ screen”  the 
longshoremen!

A n arm y general was named to 
head the new agency anti a corps 
o f ex -F B I agents and ex-cops 
were recru ited to ride  herd on 
the dockers. S tring en t em ploy­
ment ru les were established and 
dockers found they had less 
security  than under the odious 
shapeup.

Thousands who did not meas­
ure up to W a te rfro n t Commission 
standards were sum m arily  barred 
from  em ploym ent. W hat was

worse, many men who had worked 
fo r years on the w a te rfro n t and 
had a m ilita n t union record, were 
a rb it ra r ily  deprived o f th e ir 
live lihood fo r  having a “ police 
record.”

BACK L IS T
I t  was ju s t such a gross ac t o f 

v ic tim iza tio n  o f one o f  th e ir  
fe llow  union membej-s th a t set 
o f f  the e igh t-day s trike . I f  i t  
could happen to one, it. could be 
used against, a ll. E very  docker 
who had had the m is fo rtune  in 
his youth to  g e t caugh t crosswise 
w ith  some cop was sub ject to 
being deprived o f his live lihood. 
A ll the  men on. the f r o n t  knew 
th a t the W aterfron t. Commission 
was com p iling  a b lack lis t, not 
on ly  o f those w ith  “ police records”  
bu t o f m ilita n t union men who 
had pa rtic ipa ted  in and led w ildcat 
s tr ik e  actions.

The W a te rfro n t Commission be­
came id en tified  in  the m inds o f 
the dockers w ith  t.he hated f in k  
ha lls  aga inst w h ich the m aritim e  
w orkers o f th is  country had 
fo u g h t so m any b it te r  strugg les. 
T h e ir resistance took on the 
typ ica l fo rm  o f s trugg le  which 
has become the ha ll-m a rk  o f the 
New Y ork-N ew  Jersey dockers — 
the spontaneous ‘ ‘w ild  ca t”  
w a lkou t. O nly in th is  instance 
they compelled the union leader­
ship to go along. A nd th e ir  s tr ike  
th is  tim e  was no t on ly  aga inst 
the shipowners b u t aga ins t the

governm ent its e lf.  The govern­
ment, which they had been ta u g h t 
was a “ sacred cow,”  was the im ­
m ediate and d ire c t ta rg e t o f the 
s tr ik e  action.

W H A T  L IE S  A H E A D
This is a s ig n if ic a n t augu ry  fo r  

the fu tu re . The po litica l s tr ik e  
which was launched by the dock­
ers was no t undertaken by men 
conscious o f the tru e  role o f the 
governm ent as an agency fun c ­
tio n in g  in the in te res t o f the 
boss-class. I t  was launched by a 
p o lit ic a lly  conservative group o f 
w orkers led inexorab ly onto the 
path o f class s trugg le  by th e ir  
m ate ria l in terests.

The en tire  organized Am erican 
w o rk ing  class w ill in tim e take 
the same pa th . T h e ir  m ateria l 
in te rests as w orkers  w i l l  compel 
them to recla im  w h a t t.he union 
o ffic ia ls  have so o ften s u r­
rendered — the p rinc ip le  o f union 
independence from  a ll govern­
m ent contro l and in terfe rence.

Today the longshoremen fought 
fo r the r ig h t o f a w o rke r w ith  a 
police record to hold a job under 
union conditions w ith o u t in te r ­
ference from  a governm ent 
Gestapo. Tom orrow  the basic 
r ig h t o f union m ilita n ts , radicals 
and socia lists to func tion  free ly  
w ith in  the unions w ithou t in te r ­
ference from  any police agency 
w ill be reasserted. Such is the 
log ic o f the class s trugg le  in the 
U S .

Billings to Speak 
At Carnegie Hall 
Rally for Sobell

W arren  K . B illin g s  w ill be 
among the lis t  o f prom inent 
f ig h te rs  fo r  c iv il libe rtie s  to 
address a mass m eeting in  be­
h a lf o f M orton Sobell a t C a r­
negie H a ll on Sept. 29, 8 P.M. 
in  New Y ork  C ity .

Sobell was a co-defendant o f 
E the l and Ju liu s  Rosenberg who 
were electrocuted by the  w itch  
hunters in 1953 a fte r  a h y s te ri­
cal “ spy”  t r ia l which aroused 
w orld -w ide mass protests. The 
Carnegie H a ll m eeting w il l  de­
mand a new t r ia l fo r  Sobell who 
is now s o rtin g  his s ix th  year at 
A lca traz.

Am ong the o the r speakers are: 
John F. F in e rty , who has p a r­
tic ipa ted in h is to ric  c iv il l ib ­
erties f ig h ts  such as the Sacco 
and V anze tti case, the Mooney- 
B illin g s  case and the Rosenberg 
case. In 1938 F in e r ty  acted as 
counsel fo r  the Dewey Com m is­
sion which gave Leon T ro tsky  
a hearing on the Moscow T r ia l 
charges aga inst h im . The com­
m ission found T ro ts k y  “ no t 
g u ilty ”  and declared the Moscow 
tr ia ls  a fram e-up.

B illih g s  served 23 years in 
San Q uentin together w ith  Tom 
Mooney as a resu lt o f the 1915 
San Francisco “ Preparedness 
D ay" bomb fram e-up. Since his 
release and pardon B illin g s  has 
fou gh t energe tica lly  in  beha lf o f 
a ll v ic tim s  o f the w itch  hunt.

screen o f mere m il ita ry  maneu­
vering . One group o f generals 
went, another took its  place. But 
the basic c ris is  o f A rge n tin a  
rem ains unresolved.

Peron fe l l  when the a rm y  o f­
fice r caste, one o f the p illa rs  o f 
his reg im e, w ent over to his op­
ponents —  a new ly fo rm ed coa li­
tion o f the possessing classes. 
These include the representatives 
of U.S. owned concerns, the A r ­
gentine in d u s tr ia l, bank ing  and 
m erchant cap ita lis ts  and the ca t­
tle barons and o th e r la rge  land- 
owners (the. o liga rchs as they 
have been designated in  A rge n ­
tin a ).

Tho U..S. State D epartm ent 
th rew  its  w e igh t behind the coa­
lit io n , announcing in  advance 
th a t the rebel regim e would ge t 
recogn ition as soon as i t  showed 
th a t i t  was in con tro l o f the 
country.

W O R K IN G  CLASS
The C atho lic  Church, which 

supported Peron in  the  past w ent 
in to ' opposition la s t year. A f te r  
the a rm y  deserted h im  Peron 
had one solid prop le f t  —  the 
labor movement. Even by its e lf  
th is  could have been a su ffic ie n t 
force to defeat a ll h is opponents 
combined. Indeed the labor move­
ment is p o te n tia lly  the decisive 
force in the na tion  even now.

I t  numbers s ix  m illio n  in a 
coun try  which has a to ta l popu­
la tion  o f s lig h tly  under 18 m il­
lion. Despite corrupt leadership 
by Peronista henchmen, the 
w o rk ing  class has dem onstrated 
its  m ilita n cy  tim e and again, in ­
c lud ing  the occasions last year 
when it  waged w ildca t s trikes 
against the commands o f Peron, 
h im self.

In 1945, when Peron was a r ­
rested by the A rm y  brass, the 
w orkers staged a general s trike , 
w h ich  restored him  to power. 
W hy d idn ’t  he call on them fo r  
aid th is  t im e?  Two weeks ago, 
when the new coup was im pend­
ing, the leaders o f tho unions 
asked th a t the w orkers  be armed 
and organized as a m ilit ia .  W hy 
d id n 't Peron heed th is  request?

The answer contains no deep 
m yste ry . Peron dom inated the 
labor movement, b u t was h im se lf 
the representative o f the ca p ita l­
is t  class. He maneuvered w ith  
the labor movem ent us ing i t  as

a b a tte r in g  ram  against im per­
ia lism  in o rder to prom ote the 
w ealth  o f na tive  cap ita lism .

To ca ll upon the w orkers  to  
save h is personal d ic ta to rsh ip  
once a ll the ow n ing  classes had 
turned aga inst him  would have 
im m easureably increased the in ­
dependent s treng th  o f the w o rk ­
ers. I t  would have paved the w ay 
fo r  a w o rke rs ’ seizure o f power. 
Peron feared th is  prospect m ore 
than a n y th in g  else in c lu d in g tp e r- 
sonal defeat. In  re fu s in g  to ca ll 
on the w orkers  to save h im , 
Peron rem ained tru e  to  the 
needs o f his class.

D E F E N S E  OF U N IO N S
The w o rk in g  class w i l l  now 

have to meet a ttem p ts  by  the 
new reg im e to underm ine the  
s treng th  o f its  o rgan iza tions and 
u ltim a te ly  to crush them. I ts  
problem  is one o f c rea ting  in  
good tim e  a leadership fro m  its  
own ranks th a t w i l l  know  how 
to defend the unions aga inst a t­
tacks and steer an independent 
course aimed a t w o rkers ’ power. 
Peron’s desertion a t a c r it ic a l 
m om ent dem onstrates once aga in  
th a t t lie  w o rk in g  class cannot 
place its  t ru s t  in  leaders fro m  
the enemy class.

How exp la in  the rise and fa l l  
o f Perenism ? Peron rose to 
power as a p a rtic ip a n t in  the 
m il ita ry  seizure o f power o f 1943 
th a t displaced the d ic ta to rsh ip  
o f Pres. C astillo . Subsequent m il i­
ta ry  p lo ts  in  1944 and 1945 
brought to the fo re  the  u ltra ­
na tiona lis t G roup o f U n ited  O f­
ficers (the  so-called “ clique o f 
colonels” ) organized and con­
tro lle d  by Peron.

The 1943 ove rtu rn  ended the 
dom ination o f A rg e n tin a  by  the  
class o f ca ttle  barons and o th e r 
b ig  land lords whose p r im a ry  
trade had been w ith  Eng land, 
which supplied them w ith  indus­
t r ia l products. U nder th is  rule., 
the dom inant economic force was 
B r it is h  im peria lism . I t  sough t 
to choko o f f  a na tive  c a p ita lis t 
developm ent and hold A rg e n tin a  
as its  own preserve fo r  cap ita l 
investm ents.

However, thanks to  constant 
im m ig ra tio n  in to  A rg e n tin a  and 
m ig ra tion  fro m  the land to  the  
c ities, an abundant supp ly  o f 
cheap labo r power existed p ro - 

(C ontinued on page 3)

The 'Dog Tag' 
Won't Melt

New Y ork  residents no 
longer have lo  w o rry  about 
an H-Bom b a ttack . C iv ilia n  
Defense D irec to r Condon has 
solved the problem w ith  a re ­
m arkable new “ dog la g ”  
which is  ava ilab le  to a ll fo r  
p ra c tica lly  no th ing. M r. Con­
don announced Sept. 18: “ A t  
the low  cost, o f tw en ty -five  
cents per person you w ill re ­
ceive the finest q u a lity  s ta in ­
less steel tag  on a most d u r­
able sta in less steel chain . . . 
This tag  w in  not m e lt under 
2,500 degrees, w ill not ta r ­
nish, d iscolor the sk in , get out 
o f shape o r w ear out.”  He 
explained that in  the event o f 
a bomb a ttack  w ith  the  im ­
perishable tag , “ you can be 
identified as the person you 
are.”

E ffects  o f  Dock S trike

The Grace Line steamer Santa M aria  docks in B a ltim ore  
a fte r  being d iverted from  New Y ork  in the ea rly  phase o f the  
w a te rfro n t s trugg le  which la te r developed in to  a general s tr ik e  
a long the en tire  East Coast against the New Y ork-N ew  Jersey 
W a te rfro n t Commission. (See s to ry  on th is  page.)
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The H is to ry  
O f Jim Crow

By John Thayer

M an y  people, in c lud in g  m il i­
ta n t opponents o f J im  Crow in 
a ll its  fo rm s, believe th a t the 
Southern system o f to ta l segre­
ga tion  and d isc rim in a tio n  against 
the Negro people has a lw ays ex­
is ted except fo r  the period o f 
Reconstruction, when fo llo w in g  
the C iv il W a r federa l troops 
were kep t in  the South in  an 
a tte m p t to in troduce p o lit ic a l de­
m ocracy and e q ua lity  fo r  the 
N egro people there.

B u t th is  is no t the case. Be­
fo re  the C iv il W ar, J im  Crow, 
as i t  now exists, was no t on ly  
im p rac tica l bu t the pos ition  o f 
the Negroes as slaves made i t  
unneecessary.

N O R T H E R N  B E T R A Y A L
N o r d id  N o rth e rn  ca p ita l’s 

f in a l be traya l o f Reconstruction 
in  the w ith d ra w a l o f federal 
troops fro m  the South in  1877 
signa lize  the ove rn ig h t destruc­
tio n  o f those gains made by the 
N egro  people tow ard eq ua lity  in  
p o lit ic a l and social re lations.

In  1878 T. W . H igg inson , m il i  
ta n t M assachusetts ab o lition is t, 
an old backer o f John iBrown 
and an o rgan izer and command­
er o f Negro com bat troops du r­
in g  the C iv il W ar, v is ited  the 
South to see w ha t was happen­
in g  to  the N egro people a fte r  
the end o f reconstruction.

He expected to  f in d  racism  
ram pan t and th e . Negro people 
dismayed by th e ir  defeat. He 
was surprised to f in d  no such 
th ings. Negroes rode fre e ly  w ith  
w h ites on the tra in s  and s tree t­
cars, w en t to the po lls  and 
served in the  state leg is la tures. 
A lto g e th e r th e ir  s itua tion  com­
pared favo ra b ly  w ith  th a t in  the 
N o rth .

O ther contem porary testim ony 
bears H igg inson  out. F o r ex­
ample, in  A p r i l 1885 T . McCants 
S tew art, a N egro  jo u rn a lis t 
fro m  Boston, v is ited h is  native 
South Carolina . Crossing the 
Mason D ixon line  McCants 
w ro te , “ 1 pu t a ch ip  on m y 
shoulder, and in w a rd ly  dared 
any man to  knock i t  o f f . ”  He 
took a seat in  a tra in  so crow d­
ed th a t m any w h ite  passengers 
had to  stand, no troub le  ensued.

A t  P etersburg , V irg in ia  he en­
tered the s ta tion  d in in g  room, 
took  a seat a t a tab le  w ith  
w h ite  people and was courteous­
ly  served w ith o u t com m ent from  
anyone. On the whole the d is­
c rim ina tio n  he found in  public 
fa c ilit ie s  compared, i f  any th ing , 
favo ra b ly  w ith  th a t w h ich e x is t­
ed in  New  England.

NO ‘G O LD E N  A G E ’
A» the au tho r pu ts i t :  ‘ ‘ I t  

w ou ld  c e rta in ly  be preposterous 
to  leave the im pression th a t any 
evidence I  have subm itted  in d i­
cates a golden age o f  race re ­
la tions in the period between 
Redem ption (Southern te rm  fo r  
the defeat o f  Reconstruction) 
and segregation. On the con­
tra ry ,  the evidence o f race con­
f l ic t  and violence, b ru ta li ty  and

"Prosperity" Trap is Sprung 
On Tony in GM's Speed-up Hell

THE STRANGE CAREER OF JIM CROW. By C. Vann 
Woodward. New York; Oxford University Press, 1955, 
155 pp., $2J50.
Although the struggle against Jim Crow is followed 

in detail by radicals and liberals, i t  is surprising how un­
fam iliar even they are with the historical development of
the J im  C row  system. ■3--------------------------------------------------------

exp lo ita tion  in th is  very period 
is overwhelm ing.

“ I t  was, a fte r  a ll, in  the 
’e igh ties and ea rly  ’n ine ties tha t 
lynch ing  a tta ined  the most s tag ­
g e rin g  p ropo rtions ever reached 
in  the h is to ry  o f th a t crim e. 
M oreover, the fa n a tica l advo­
cates o f racism , , whose doctrines 
o f to ta l segregation, d is fra n ­
chisem ent and ostracism  even­
tu a lly  trium phed  over a ll oppo­
s itio n  and became un iversa l prac­
tice in  the South, were already 
a t w o rk  and a lready beginn ing 
to  establish dominance over 
some phases o f Southern life .

“ Before th e ir  tr iu m p h  was 
complete, however, the re  tra n s ­
p ired a period o f h is to ry  whose 
sign ificance has been h ith e rto  
neglected. E x p lo ita tio n  there  was 
in  th a t period, as in  other per­
iods and in  o ther regions, but 
i t  d id  no t fo llo w  then th a t the 
exp lo ited had to be ostracized. 
Subord ination there  was also, 
unm istakable subord ina tion ; bu t 
i t  was no t ye t an accepted -cor­
o lla ry  th a t the subordinates had 
to  be to ta lly  segregated and 
needlessly hfuuniliated by a thou­
sand d a ily  rem inders o f th e ir  
subord ination .”

I t  was not w ith  the end o f Re­
construction in  1877 tha t the 
vast jung le  o f J im  Crow laws, 
the ran k  g row th  choking the 
Southern s ta tu te  books came 
in to  existence. T h is  leg is la tion  
began to appear as the end o f 
the cen tury approached and d u r­
ing the f ir s t  tw o  decades o f th is  
present cen tury it had its  most 
spectacular g row th .

Before 1900 the on ly  segrega­
tio n  law  adopted by a m a jo r ity  
o f Southern states was fo r  pas­
sengers in tra in s . O nly Georgia 
p r io r  to 1900, fo r  example, had 
a law  fo r  segregation in  s tree t­
cars, but th e re a fte r in  rap id  suc­
cession the o ther Southern states 
leg is la ted J im  C row  c ity  tra n s ­
po rta tion .

Indeed, i t  is between 1900- and 
1920 th a t the  overw helm ing 
bu lk  o f the m edieval laws fo r  
separate w a it in g  rooms, to ile ts , 
d r in k in g  f o u n t a i n s ,  theatres, 
tic k e t w indows, cemeteries, etc., 
ad nauseam, were passed.

By Ben Haines
When Tony, a General M otors 

production worker, fa iled  to re ­
port fo r  w ork  a fte r  a three 
months sick leave his fe llow  
workers speculated w hether or 
not he would ever re tu rn .

M ost o f them  were o f the 
op in ion th a t he Wouldn’t, tha t 
his health was shot and he could 
no longer stand the g rin d  o f the 
assembly line . “ Besides,”  they 
would add, “ he a lw ays said he 
would q u it th is  ro tten  job i f  he 
could f in d  another where he 
could clear $60 o r $65 a iVeek.”  

W orkers  who were more fa ­
m ilia r  w ith  T ony ’s personal prob­
lems weren’t  so sure. They knew 
he had bought a house on a 
sm all down paym ent and 80 
years to pay. In  addition he was 
m aking  paym ënts on a car, a

deep freeze, a re fr ig e ra to r  and 
a te levis ion. There was also 
three ch ildren, his w ife , and 
h im se lf to feed and clothe, plus 
the m aintenance o f the house.

W O R KER S’ A D V IC E  
When Tony f ir s t  began to 

show the effects o f the speed-up 
workers advised him to g ive up 
a few  th in gs  so th a t he could 
a ffo rd  to take tim e  o ff. B u t 
Tony usua lly  answered, “ I ’m not 
a fra id  o f w ork. 1 worked hard 
a ll m y life . As long as I can 
make the money I ’m m aking  now 
I ’m not w o rried .”

N o t a ll the w orkers  were fa ­
m il ia r  w ith  T ony ’s background 
o r they w ou ldn ’t  have wondered 
w hy he surrounded h im se lf w ith  
so m any ‘ lu x u r ie s .”

H is fa th e r had m ig ra ted  fro m  
Puerto Rico when Tony was

young and like  the m a jo r ity  o f | baby and a fte r  a sho rt tim e  took

A u tom a tion  and P o lio  Patients
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D E P R IV E D  OF V O TE
T h is  flood o f leg is la tion  pu t 

t in g  the  state power behind to ­
ta l segregation o f the Negro 
people was based on d is fra n ­
chisem ent o f Negro voters in  the 
’e igh ties and 'n ineties, the 
smashing o f p o litica l alliances 
between the Negro people and 
elements o f the w h ite  popula­
tion  in  the South and the p o lit i­
cal and m ora l abandonment of 
the Negro peo-ple by public 
op in ion in the N o rth .

W ith  d isfranch isem ent, not 
on ly  were the N egro  people 
themselves defenseless against 
rac is t po litic ians, bu t th e ir  a t­
tractiveness as po tentia l a llies 
fo r  the contending social classes 
and p o lit ic a l pa rties  among the 
w h ite  popu lation o f the  South 
vanished.

In  Louisiana, fo r  example, in 
1896 there were 130,331 reg is ­
tered N egro  voters. In  1904 
there were but 1,342. Is  i t  any 
wonder th a t i t  is  precisely the 
period fo llo w in g  the a lm ost to ta l 
N egro  d is franch isem ent tha t 
Louis iana w'hite suprem acists 
passed v ir tu a lly  w ith o u t opposi­
t ion  th a t s ta te ’s vast body o f 
J im  C row  leg is la tion?

B u t Negro disfranch isem ent, 
the p re requ is ite  fo r  to ta l segre­
ga tion , was on ly  possible a fte r  
the p o lit ic a l sm ashing o f an a l­
liance o f Negroes and poor- 
wh ites th a t was developing in  a 
p a rty  th a t fo r  a w h ile  prom ised 
to  usher in  a new epoch in  the 
South.

[T o  be concluded next week.]
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P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S  

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, New Y ork

M IT  research engineer D r. G. A . B icrnson dem onstrates 
how polio  v ic tim s  may be helped by recent advances in  app lica­
tion  o f au tom ation to  iro n  lungs. Pressure con tro l system he de­
veloped allows the pa tien t to va ry  h is own b rea th ing  contro l.

Puerto Ricans he was forced to 
accept the most menial jobs at 
the lowest wages.

A s a resu lt Tony was brought 
up in the poverty  o f the slums 
and went to  w o rk  at an ea rly  
age.

Once he was b it te r ly  describ­
ing these years to another w o rk ­
er and he recalled tha t, “ The 
best job 1 ever had waq $18 fo r  
a s ix-day week and tha t only- 
lasted a few m onths.”

Then the KoreAn W ar came 
and jobs began to p ick up. Tony 
was h ired by GM a t wages two 
o r thre§ tim es m ore than he had 
ever made.

A s soon as he saved enough 
he moved his fa m ily  ou t o f the 
slums and began to  buy a ll the 
item s lis ted  above.

The on ly th in g  he le f t  ou t in 
his p lann ing  was where GM f i t ­
ted in to  the p ic tu re.

For a couple o f years he ap­
peared im m une to  the g ro w in g  
speed-up and everyone com m ent­
ed on w hat a tire less w o rke r he 
was.

IN C R E A S E D  HO URS
Then came 1955, a record year 

in  the auto in d u s try  p a rtic u la r ly  
as \rega rds  production. Tony ’s 
p lan t w ent fro m  e igh t to  ten 
and often 12-hour sh ifts  s ix  days 
a week.

In  the meantim e his w ife  had 
become pregnant and was hav­
ing  d iff ic u lt ie s . M ost o f the re ­
sponsib ilities o f the home fe ll 
on Tony ’s shoulders. He would 
gef home from  the n ig h t s h ift, 
feed the ch ildren, send them to 
school, do' the shopping and then 
t r y  to  get a couple o f hours 
sleep before re tu rn in g  to  w ork.

T h is  w ent on fo r  a couple o f 
m onths before i t  began to slow 
Tony down. F irs t he developed 
a rack ing  cough. Then he began 
nxnning a h igh fe ve r w h ich he 
tr ie d  to ignore by  ca llin g  i t  a 
“ cold.”

B y  th is  tim e i t  was obvious 
to the o ther w orkers th a t he 
was in bad shape. They kept 
t r y in g  to convince h im  to  take 
tim e o ff ,  to app ly fo r  a sick 
leave. B u t Tony w ou ldn ’t  lis ten . 
He ju s t couldn’t  a ffo rd  it .

M eanwhile his w ife  had the

The Two-Party 
"Hodgepodge”

a hard job  a t $30 a week to 
help out. She also convinced 
Tony to see a  doctor who rec­
ommended th a t he be tra n s fe r­
red to a job which would be less 
o f a s tra in .

Tony was qu ite  relieved, 
th in k in g  tha t th is  was the so lu­
tion  to his whole problem , but 
he reckoned w ithou t the GM 
management:

They were no t w il l in g  to make 
even th is  sm all concession, fe a r­
in g  th a t i t  would open the flood 
gates to  s im ila r  demands from  
o ther w orkers.

When Tony found out fro m  the 
experiences o f o the r workers 
tha t he would be lucky to ge t a 
tra n s fe r in  s ix  m onths he rea lly  
go t b itte r. He began to under­
stand a lo t and made rem arks 
like , “ E very  car th a t goes out 
o f here has a ga llon o f sweat 
and a p in t o f blood on it . ”

S IC K  L E A V E
He continued on the job, o ften 

w o rk in g  fhe whole s h ift  w h ile  
run n ing  a 100 degree tem pera­
tu re . Then he became so ex­
hausted th a t he was forced to  
pu t in ,fo r a week o f f  du rin g  
w h ich he go t a complete phys i­
cal exam ination . The results 
showed th a t he was in  serious 
danger o f TB  and on ly  a com­
plete rest would cure h im . T h a t’s 
when T ony ’s sick leave ' began.

As fa r  as managem ent is con 
cerned Tony is on ly one of 
thousands o f w orkers who qu it 
o r are forced out o f the p lan t 
every year. But his shopmates 
fe lt  d iffe re n tly .

T hey  were genu ine ly concern­
ed and tw o  o f them v is ited  his 
house when he fa ile d  to  re tu rn  
to w ork. They found th a t all 
the “ lu xu rie s ”  he had bonghi on 
c red it had a lready been con fis ­
cated fo r  non-paym ent. The only 
th in g  le f t  was the house w ith  
its  th ir t y  year m ortgage and It 
was rented ou t to  new tenants 
Tony had moved to  Puerto "R ico 
where he was s tay in g  w ith  re la ­
tives, t ry in g  to recover his 
health  w h ich had been shattered 
on the assembly line.

T h is  is an example o f why so 
many auto w orkers re fe r to GM 
as “ General M urderers.”

By C. Thomas

NEW YORK, Sept. 21 — Walter Reuther, president 
of the Congress of Industrial Organizations, landed here 
yesterday after a three-week tour of Europe and the 
M iddle East. As be fits  a “ labor® --------------------------------------------------------

. . .  Knoxville Strike
(Continued from page 1)

hour. Since m ost o f the workers 
are women and in the low -pay 
b racket the p la n t’s average pay 
ra le  is $1.00 per hour.

D u rin g  the ra i l and phone 
s trikes —  w hich resulted in  un­
ion v ic to ries  —  M ayo r Dem pster 
o f K n o xv ille  armed the police on 
s tr ik e  du ty  w ith  submachine 
guns and ordered them  to “ shoot 
to k i l l . ”  A n  a rtic le  in  the June 
13 M il ita n t  po in ted , ou t tha t 
w ith  the ending o f the phone 
s tr ike , M ayo r “ Shoot to  K i l l ”  
Dem pster’s police were tu rn in g  
th e ir  a tten tion  to the K nox Por­
celain s trike . ^

H E R D IN G  SCABS
This is precisely w h a t has 

happened. A lthough the re  has 
been no violence on the p icket 
line  K n o xv ille  police tu rn  ou t in 
p a tro l cars fo r  every s h ift  
change a t the p la n t w h ich is 
be ing operated b y  a ha lf-s ize  
crew o f s trikeb reakers  recru ited 
ru ra lly  and transported to  and 
fro m  w ork in com pany-hired 
buses.

A s  an o ff ic e r o f the  s tr ik in g  
local sa id : “ We know th a t i f  the 
law  would have stayed ou t o f i t  
we would have had it  settled.”

B u t the police harassm ent is 
no t the “ la w ’s”  on ly  in te rfe rence 
in the s tr ik e  in  the com pany’s 
favo r. A n  a n ti- la b o r in jun c tion  
lim its  the p icke ting  to tw o  per­
sons. F o rtun a te ly , w ha t has hap­
pened in many recent s trikes  in 
the South happened in  K n o x ­
v ille . The owner o f a home r ig h t  
nex t to  the p lan t o ffe red  his 
law n as a m eeting and res tin g  
place fo r  the s tr ike rs . The com­
pany went to cou rt to have th is  
proh ib ited , bu t the judge ap­
pa ren tly  feared to ru le  th a t lq 
K n o xv ille  a m an’s house wasn’t  
his castle. So fo r  m onths the 
K nox Porcela in s tr ike rs  have 
camped out on th e ir  sym pa th iz­
e r’s f ro n t lawn.

SUPPO RT S T R IK E  
O ther m an ifes ta tions o f so li­

d a r ity  are the support o f A F L  
and CIO unions in K n o xv ille  and 
in  o ther pa rts  o f Tennessee. 
M oreover, considerable assistance 
has been rendered by fa rm ers  
who have come to the s tr ike  
headquarters w ith  g if ts  o f vege­
tables, melons and o ther fa rm  
produce as w e ll as words o f en­
couragement.

The union has com plained tha t 
some o f the scabs enter the p lant 
fu l ly  armed. A lso  th a t a num ­
ber are ch ild ren le ga lly  too 
young to  jvo rk  in  th is  type o f 
fac to ry . B u t the K n o x v ille  po­
lice, who give so much a tten tion  
to  the com pany’s gate are not 
in terested in  com pla in ts about

company lawlessness. H . L.
Cloud, president o f Local 927, 
In te rn a tion a l Brotherhood of
E le c trica l W orkers, in to  which 
the s tr ike rs  are organized, had 
fo u r bu lle ts  lodged in his car one 
n igh t as a group o f scabs came 
out o f the p la n t’s fro n t door 
and began shooting at the p ic ­
kets.

In te rv iew ed by the Southern­
er, a labor newspaper published 
in Da lton , Georgia, H. L. Cloud, 
the loca l’s president said: “ I
th in k  the Southern people are 
becoming more educated to the 
m eaning o f organized labor. In 
the past they  have not under­
stood the p rinc ip le  o r need fo r  
u n ity  and w h a t i t  can do to help 
a ll who w o rk , inc lud ing  farm ers.

“ A  lo t  o f Southern laborers 
have been prejudiced. They ’ve 
been to ld  th a t i f  a man is a 
union man he is a com m unist. 
B u t th a t com m unist scare is not. 
w o rk in g  any more. The enemies 
o f labor have about worn th a t 
one out.

" .  . . We th in k  the company 
iS t r y in g  to starve  us out. B ut 
we’re in  a position  to be on the 
p icke t line as long as i t  takes.
I don’ t  th in k  organized labor 
th roughou t the coun try  w i l l  le t 
us lose th is  s trike .

“ We th in k  the N a tion a l Asso­
c ia tion  o f M anu fac tu re rs  has set 
ou t to bust la bo r unions, p a rtic ­
u la r ly  here in  the South. As 
N o rth e rn  p lan ts  move ¡South in 
search o f cheap labor, the N A M  
steps up its  d rive  to destroy 
labor unions and keep labo r 
cheap down here. B u t I  th in k  
Southern labo r is ready fo r  un­
ions now. O ur people are w ak ing  
up. I  believe Southern w orkers 
w i l l  m ake ju s t  as good union 
members as any in  the U .S.A.

“ O ur p ickets here, fo r  in ­
stance, w i l l  leave home duties 
fo r  service on the p icke t line. 
They ’ve never fa ile d  th a t du ty, 
ra in  o r shine. They even b rin g  
th e ir  k ids to the p icke t line  w ith  
them  when there is no one to 
keep them.

. I  th in k  one day the 
South w i l l  be com plete ly o rgan ­
ized. I  th in k  the common people, 
both fa rm  and in d u s tria l, are 
w a k ing  up. Some day we’ l l  have 
an organized South and i t  w ill 
be a much be tte r and m ore pros­
perous South.”

Strike Settled At Colonial Sugar
Part of the bitter, five-month strike of CIO sugar 

refinery workers in Louisiana has been won. In the town 
of Gramercy the Colonial Sugar Co. has signed a contract 
w ith  the CIO Packinghouse W o rk -3 ---------------------------------------------------
ers which represents a union v ic ­
to ry . The un ion ’s o r ig in a l demand 
fo r  the '558 w orkers  a t Colonial 
was a ten-cent an hour wage 
boost. T h is  would mean the gen­
era l seve n -ce n t increase the 
U P W A  was w in n in g  in  the in ­
du s try  na tion a lly , p lus another 
bhree-cents to  w h it t le  .down the 
41-cent an hour wage d iffe re n tia l 
between, sugar re f in in g  in the 
South and the res t o f the country.

The con tract signed by Colonial 
provides fo r  an im m ediate f iv e - 
cent increase and another f iv e  
cents on Jan. 1, 1956. Thus the 
p rinc ip le  o f decreasing the wage 
d iffe re n tia l has been established 
by tlie  union even though there 
w ill be a th ree-and-a-ha lf-m onth  
delay in its  application.

O the r fea tu res o f the tw o-year

con tract are a wage reopening 
clause nex t Ju ly  and paym ent of 
vacation checks which the w o rk ­
ers would have go t had they not 
s truck  on A p r i l 14. Acceptance o f 
the con tract was delayed several 
days because the company in ­
dicated tha t 25 to 28 s tr ike rs  
would no t be reh ired. Labo r’s 
D a ily , re p o rtin g  the con trac t’s 
acceptance on Sept. 14, said: “ I t  
was pr-esumed th a t a ll s tr ike rs  
would be re turned to w o rk  w ith  
out d isc rim ina tion  aga inst them .”  

A t nearby Reserve 900 sugar 
w orkers are s t i l l  on s tr ik e  against 
the Godchaux Sugar Co. Both 
s trikes  have been m arked by 
so lid a rity  and surm oun ting  o f 
Jim  Crow prejudices in the ranks 
which are approx im ate ly  h a lf 
w h ite  and h a lf Negro.

Cannon and Warde Lecture 
A t toesf Coast Encampment

CARBON CANYON CALIF., Sept. 11 — The West 
Coast Workers Vacation School concluded its 1955 session 
here today w ith  a banquet attended by over 100 friends 
o f The M il ita n t  and the Los A n - 3  
g e lis  School o f Social Science,
which sponsored the week-long 
encampment.

A  well-balanced program  o f 
educational and social a c tiv ity  
provided the guests w ith  m any 
hours o f s tim u la tin g  education, 
recreation and re laxa tion . Am ong 
the h ig h lig h ts  o f the week’s 
educational program  were tw o 
lectures on the  h is to ry  o f the In ­
d u s tria l W orkers  o f the W orld  by 
James P. Cannon, founder o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  and an 
active o r g a n iz e r  o f the IW W  in 
its  ea rly  days, and tw o  lectures on 
the Long V iew  o f H is to ry  by W il­
liam  F. W arde.

The theme o f the W arde lec­
tures was used as the keynote o f 
the banquet speech b y  Tom 
K e rry , chairm an o f the Los A n ­
geles Local o f the SW P. “ Genuine 
socia lists,”  said K e rry , “ v iew  the 
development o f human society as 
a progressive m arch upw ard and 
onward th rough  various fo rm s  o f 
social o rgan iza tion , tow ard  the 
goal o f a classless society. H is-

More Pupils, Fewer Teachers
The na tion ’s schools w ill open 

th is  year w ith  a shortage o f 
250,000 classrooms, according to 
the U n ited  States O ffice  o f 
Education. W h ile  60,000 class­
rooms. were b u ilt  since last year 
they on ly kep t pace w ith  the 
annual demand. A n increase o f

1,370,000 pupils are expected th is  
year m aking a to ta l o f 32 m illio n  
elem entary and h igh school 
students. An A F L  survey e s ti­
mates th a t 120,000 new teachers 
are needed each year, bu t the col­
leges and teachers’ schools tu rn  
ou t on ly 30,000.

to ry ,”  said K e rry , “ develops not 
in  a s tra ig h t line b u t w ith  m any 
d«tours. B u t i t  is  the m ain line  o f 
development th a t is decisive and 
not the detours. I t  was on the 
basis o f  his analysis o f the m ain 
line o f development thiait K a r l 
M a rx  a rrived  a t the unshakable 
conclusion th a t the v ic to ry  o f so 
eialism  is inevitab le . I t  is th is  
long view  o f »history,”  concluded 
K e rry , “ w h ich  distinguishes the 
genuine socialists, the revo lu- 
iona ry  M arx is ts , fro m  a ll others.”  

M any more tho ugh t-p rovo k ing  
l e c t u r e s  provided in te llec tua l 
s tim u la tio n  and discussion among 
the guests a t the encampment. 
Three lectures by E ve lyn  Reed on 
Totem and Taboo; fo u r  lectures 
by C lara Kaye on H is to rica l 
M a te ria lism ; two lectures by 
F rank  Powers on E a r ly  Am erican 
H is to ry ; s ing le  lectures by Joan 
Jay on the S itua tion  o f Women 
in the U.S. Today; by  Louise 
M anning on The F ig h t fo r  W orld  
T rade; by T ib y  on the H is to ry  o f 
the Dance, etc.

To the s ta f f  which handled the 
o rgan iza tion ' o f the encampment 
and the smooth runn ing  o f the 
camp despite great d iff ic u lt ie s  
w ent the applause and expressed 
apprecia tion of the guests as­
sembled at the concluding 
banquet. A ll agreed i t  was a 
h ig h ly  successful encampment fo r 
the West Coast W orkers Vacation 
School.

statesm an”  o f the f i r s t  m agn i­
tude, Reuther was in terview ed by 
the press aboard the Canard line r, 
Queen M ary , anent his views and 
opin ions on sundry w orld  p rob­
lems.

Being a man o f modest and re­
t ir in g  m ien, Reuther rendered an 
opin ion on such diverse subjects 
as: communism, atom ic reactors 
fo r  underdeveloped countries, 
m il ita ry  s tra tegy , w o rld  economic 
bette rm ent, global po litics, the 
im pending union m erger and the 
Am erican tw o -p a rty  system.

Jt was on the la tte r  subject 
th a t W a lte r Reuther, essaying 
the ro le o f p o litica l pund it, 
waxed m ost profound. As i t  is a 
subject o f im m ediate and direct 
concern to a ll Am erican workers 
we should like  to comment on 
R euther’s observations.

T W O -P A R T Y  HO DG EPO DG E
“ The merged labor movement 

th a t is to come in to  be ing in 
December,”  declared Reuther, 
“ would c a rry  on its  p o lit ic a l ac 
tiv it ie s  w ith in  the fram ew ork o f 
the tw o -p a rty  system .”  W hile  
doiivg so, R euther added, “ la bo r’s 
aim w ill be to b r in g  about a 
rea lignm ent inside the tw o pa r­
ties.”  Up to th is  point R euther 
was m ere ly repeating what he has 
so o ften asserted in the past. But 
then, w ith ou t fu r th e r  exp lanation 
or e laboration, he proceeded to 
characterize the ‘ ‘tw o pa rties”  as 
“ a hodgepodge o f incom patib le 
po litica l and economic elem ents.”

W hat is i t  th a t makes the two 
m ajor .po litica l pa rties  in th is  
coun try  a “ hodgepodge o f in ­
com patible p o lit ic a l and economic 
elements”  ?

Accord ing to Reuther, the two 
m a jo r parties are made up o f 
libe ra ls  and conservatives, ¡friends 
o f labor and non-friends, a ll 
jum bled hopelessly toge ther in 
tw o separate pots —- one labelled 
“ Dem ocrat,”  a.nd the other “ Re­
publican.”  The task, according to 
th is  schema, is to separate the 
libe ra l “ fr ien ds ”  fro m  the con­
servative "n on -fr ie nd s ’ ’ and to 
rea lign  them , each under th e ir 
» roper label, which, again accord­
in g  to Reuther, is  Dem ocrat fo r  
“ fr ien ds ”  and Republican fo r  
“ non-friends.”

C A P IT U L A T E  TO S O U TH
A s i t  stands now, the coa lition  

th a t comprises the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  is not m ere ly  a “ hodge­
podge,”  it- is a ho rrib le  m on­
s tro s ity ! C ontro l is vested in  the 
most ra b id ly  a n ti- la b o r and J im  
Crow section o f the Am erican 
ca p ita lis t class. F a r from  con­
ducting  an irreconcilab le  s tru g ­
gle fo r  con tro l, the elem entary 
pre requ is ite  fo r  any “ re a lig n ­
ment,”  the so-called lib e ra l Demo-

crats have cap itu la ted and craw led 
before the Southern Bourbons. 
The record o f the last session o f 
Congress has am p ly  dem onstrated 
tha t the d ifferences th a t do' ex is t 
between them are neither, funda ­
mental nor “ incom patib le .”

On the con tra ry , both libe ra l 
and Bourbon Democrats represent 
the in te rests o f the ca p ita lis t 
class and the re fo re  do not com­
prise “ incom patib le p o litica l and 
economic elements.”  W hat makes 
Ihe Dem ocratic P a rty  coa lition  
such a m onstros ity  is the 
adherence o f the union bureau­
crats, the labor m isleaders, who 
teach tha t company unionism  on 
the po litica l fie ld  is a fixed and 
eterna l pa rt o f the Am erican way 
o f life .

R em her’s twaddle about a 
“ rea lig nm e n t”  inside the tw o 
parties is so much hog-wash. A t  
the 1954 CIO convention in  Los 
Angeles, Reuther castigated the 
leaders o f the  New Y ork  OIO 
fo r  becoming involved in the f ig h t  
-over the nom ination o f the Demo­
cra tic  candidate fo r  governor. The 
New Y o rk  CIO leaders supported 
the nom ination  o f F ra n k lin  D. 
Roosevelt J r. against the Tam ­
many candidate m illio n a ire  A v e r i l l 
H a rrim an . A f te r  a b itte r  s trugg le  
H arrim an won.

R E U T IlE I t ’S C O M P L A IN T
Roosevelt was considered the 

candidate most “ fr ie n d ly ”  to  
labor. I f  anyth ing , the f ig h t  over 
the Dem ocratic p a rty  nom ination 
in the State of New Y o rk  should 
have been welcomed by Reuther 
as a s trugg le  fo r  “ re a lig n in g ”  
Tam m any H a ll in fa v o r o f the 
libe ra l-labo r w ing  o f the p a rty . 
Instead he lashed the N . Y . 'C IO  
leaders fo r  spending so much tim e  
and money p u ttin g  ou t press 
releases before the nom inations, 
instead o f devoting themselves 
to m ob iliz in g  the d o o r - r in g in g  
contingents a fte r.

Reuther's p o litica l s tra teg y  con­
sists in c lin g in g  tenaciously to  
the professional machine p o li­
tic ians who run the Dem ocratic 
p a rty  in the N o rth , who, in tu rn , 
grovel before th e ir  p o lit ic a l coun­
te rp a rts  in the South, upon whom  
they depend fo r  p o lit ic a l v ic to ry  
and spoils o f o ffice .

I f  Reuther and his fe llow  
bureaucrats had th e ir  way the 
present s tate o f po litica l a ffa irs  
would continue in d e fin ite ly . How ­
ever. i t  is precisely because 
(here exists absolute ly incom ­
patib le p o litica l and economic 
class in terests between the w o rk ­
ing people and th e ir  cap ita lis t ex­
p lo ite rs tha t the tw o p a rty  system 
w ill be shattered by the f ir s t  rea l 
fo rw a rd  surge o f the A m erican 
workers acting in  defense o f th e ir  
liv in g  standards.

THE MH / T A N T
Now  th a t F a ll is here w ith  

its  re fresh in g  breezes, our l i t  
e ra tu re  agents and frien ds  are 

tu rn in g  th e ir  a t­
ten tion  tow ard 
com ple ting  plans 
fo r  the w o r k  
ahead. On th is  
score Helen Ba­
ker w rite s  from  
S ea ttle : “ I  w ill
send you com­
pleted plans fo r  
our fu tu re  w ork 
when we fin is h  
ou r discussion of 

these plans.”  Helen goes on to 
te ll us th a t “ Leon H irsch and I 
had a ve ry  successful Sunday 
in which wc sold thix-teen copies 
o f the paper. People wer£ al 
home and in a responsive mood. 
We had continued the discussion 
w ith  the group in terested and 
disturbed by autom ation. The 
resu lt so fa r  is tw o new perm a­
nent l-eaders.”

P h ilade lph ia  has been r ig h t  on 
top o f the s itua tion . George 
Clement says: “ B e tty  Shelton
and E th e l Peterson sold fo u r 
copies o f the F .I. a long w ith  
nine M ilita n ts  a t a W estinghouse 
p la n t ga te sale. The previous 
week A lm a  Seton and E the l had 
sold e ig h t M ilita n ts  and one 
F .I. a t another gate o f the same 
p lan t. In  add ition  they received 
some con tribu tions ."

Speaking o f con tribu tions, S y l­
v ia  Jacobs handed in  a $3 con tri- 
bu tion  fro m  a fr ie n d  in New 
Y ork  “ to help the  M il ita n t . ”  

Helen Sherman, a long w ith  a 
renewal to  the M il ita n t  and a 
new subscrip tion  to the F .I., 
sends an apprecia tion fro m  the 
T w in  C ities to the  e d ito r: “ The 
p a rtic u la r a tten tion  th a t the M il i ­
ta n t is g iv in g  to news le tte rs  
and stories fro m  the  South is 
a g re a t th in g  fo r  the paper, in ­
fo rm in g  and in s p ir in g  readei's. 
I t  is a good se lling  p o in t . . .”  

F rom  C leveland: "F o r  two
consecutive weeks M anny Selden 
and M ery) W axberg  d is tribu ted  
back ¡issues in a p ro ject. “ Upon

our re tu rn  to the same pro jec t 
th is week we go t a new sub, 
and sold seventeen papers in an 
hour.”

T h is  column would no t be 
complete w ith o u t a re p o rt fro m  
Los Angeles. “ We sold $46 w o rth  
o f lite ra tu re  a t the T ro tsky  
M em oria l M eeting ,”  w rite s  C arl 
Feggans. He continues: “ W e
have been se lling  out our bun­
dle each week. Last week our 
friends went out S atu rday m orn­
ing  and sold 40 papers. Lea H ill,  
who is in charge o f sales w ork  
here, together w ith  D ick S inger 
and Y a u r ie  Freeman sold tw e n ty  
M ilita n ts  in  fo i-ty  m inutes on a 
single corner. Lea then w ent to  
a corner in  a w o rk in g  class 
neighborhood w ith  Rose Bailey 
and T yb ie  B lack where they  sold 
tw en ty  more papers in as m any 
m inutes. O ur rea l p ride  and jo y  
is our hotshot salesman D ick 
S inger who a lw ays sells w h a t­
ever q u a n tity  o f papei’s he takes. 
He says a ll you have to do is 
te ll people about the paper and 
they  buy i t . ”
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American Legion and Ford Fund
The fact of the continuing decline and 

isolation of the McCarthyite movement 
was demonstrated this week by the split 
on the Fund for the Republic issue in the 
American Legion. The legion has been con­
sidered one of McCarthy’s last major 
strongholds.

Two weeks ago the Legion’s national 
commander, Seaborn Collins, launched a 
straight McCarthyite smear attack on the 
Fund for the Republic which was set up 
and endowed in 1952 by the Ford Founda: 
tion.

Collins charged that the Fund, which 
has financed a series of studies on the 
state of civil liberties, was attempting “ to 
persuade Americans that Communism is 
not, and never has been, a serious threat 
to the U.S.”  Collins ordered the Legionaires 
“ to have no truck”  w ith the Fund.

This week Collins was publicly attacked 
on the issue by Irv ing  Breakstone, past 
commander of the Illinois Department of 
the Legion and chairman of the Committee 
on American Citizenship of the Illinois 
Bar Association. In a letter to the Sec­
retary-treasurer of the Fund for the 
Republic Breakstone said: “ I  sincerely 
deplore the attitude of the national com­
mander of the American Legion.. . I would 
certainly like to see the evidence, if  there 
is any, to ju s tify .h is  findings.”

Breakstone revealed that the Fund had

contributed $50,000 to finance the work 
of the Illinois Legion’s “ Education for 
Freedom”  program. He warmly praised 
the work accomplished w ith the Fund’s 
money.

Breakstone’s stand is in marked contrast 
to the reaction that would have occurred if  
Seaborn had launched the same attack a 
couple of years ago when McCarthylsm 
was rid ing high. A t that time such a blast 
would have been sufficient fo r the Chicago 
Legionaires to hastily clear the ir skirts of 
the Fund, weasel the ir way around their 
association w ith it, and jo in the attack 
on it.

Although the event is a gra tify ing one 
fo r defenders of civil rights i t  would be an 
illusion to draw the conclusion from this 
and similar developments that the defense 
of the Bill of Rights is now in good hands.

In answering the attack on it, the Fund 
pointed out that like the Legion it  con­
siders Communism “ the main danger.”  Its 
difference w ith the Legion flows primarily 
from its conception of how to figh t Com­
munism “ effectively.”  The Fund for the 
Republic is not try ing  to smash the witch­
hunt but rather to curb its “ excesses.”  In 
the course of their efforts they have made 
contributions to the fig h t against the sub­
verted of the B ill of Rights. But the 
witch-hunt w ill never be eliminated by 
those who concede its basic premise, the 
hoax of the “ communist menace.”

There was a time — not so very long 
ago — when the suppression of the views 
of scientists would have been impossible. 
The liberty of labor organizers and radicals 
was often enough trampled upon in the 
hope of safeguarding capitalist profits. 
But physicists, chemists, biologists — were 
all given fu ll freedom to dissent.

An attempt to silence the scientist in 
his effort to protect human life would hatfe 
caused a great scandal. But not today. Not 
in the witch-hunt-ridden United States.

Dr. Hermann J. Muller, who won the 
Nobel prize in 1946 for his work on the 
effect of radiation on heredity, wa& pushed 
out of the U.S. delegation to the Atoms for 
Peace Conference at Geneva last month. 
His views were suppressed.

What “ terrib le”  ideas did Dr. Muller 
hold that made the Atomic Energy Com­
mission revoke his assignment to serve 
as part of the U.S. delegation in Geneva? 
What “ horrible crime”  did he commit that 
made the AEC withdraw the paper pre­
pared by Dr. Muller fo r the Geneva con­
ference?

Dr. Muller thinks that atomic radiation 
has an adverse effect on human genes. In 
addition he thinks that this danger should 
be discussed. When he was prevented from 
speaking he protested that “ at a con­
ference of this kind, there should have 
been a fu ll airing of the problem of genetic 
damage produced by radiation.”

Dr. Muller, a Distinguished Service 
Professor at the University of Indiana, 
le ft the United States for Europe early 
this summer under the impression that he

was to serve in Geneva as part of the U.S. 
delegation. Late in July he was informed 
that his services would not be needed.

As a result of the ABC’s manuevers, 
the scientist charged, the papers presented 
at Geneva did not include the point of 
view of the great m ajority of radiation 
geneticists.

The struggle between Dr. Muller and the 
AEC did not begin w ith the Geneva con­
ference. Last April, Dr. Muller, in a speech 
to the National Academy of Sciences, said 
that radiation from H-bomb tests could 
cause “ tens of thousands”  of harmful 
mutations in the next generation of Amer­
icans.

AEC Chairman, Lewis L. Strauss, 
replied that i t  was “ an act of irrespon­
s ib ility ”  fo r anyone to claim that radiation 
from atomic tests is poisoning the air and 
guaranteeing future generations of mon­
sters.”

The question of which view gets ex­
pressed is not determined by the weight 
of scientific evidence but by political 
power. Strauss has the political power of 
the U.S. billionaire rulers behind him. 
Muller has only the convictions of his 
scientific research.

But nature operates w ith its own laws. 
I t  cannot be forced to comply w ith the 
nuclear weapons program of the State De­
partment and the AEC. Muller’s opinion 
can be suppressed. The m ajority of radia­
tion geneticists can be silenced. But if  the 
scientists are right, genes w ill react to 
atomic radiation, nonetheless, and “ mon­
sters”  w ill result.

The Tenth Session of the UN
A cartoon appeared in one of the daily 

newspapers recently depicting the new 
Soviet peace offensive. A very weary-look- 
ing Khrushchev was hanging up his hat 
in his office. To one of his aides he com­
plained, “ I ’m beat. Smile, smile, smile — 
all day long.”

Vyacheslov Molotov, Soviet Foreign 
Minister, can make the same complaint 
after participating in the f irs t few days 
o f the Tenth Session of the General As­
sembly of the United Nations which con­
vened in New York City, Sept. 20.

The f irs t controversial question that 
arose was the representation of China in 
the UN. Molotov made the usual Soviet 
motion fo r seating the representatives of 
the real government in China instead of 
the Kuomintang clique that was thrown 
out of China.

This time, however, Molotov couched his 
arguments in terms designed to soothe, 
not ruffle, the feelings of the U.S. delega­
tion. John Cabot Lodge, Jr. fo r the U.S., 
in turn, made the usual motion to postpone 
consideration of Chinese representation to 
next year. Lodge also pleasantly avoided 
harsh words and merely asked the Gen­
eral Assembly to vote on the U.S. motion 
firs t.

But aside from the changed contours of 
diplomatic mouths, nothing is very d if­
ferent in the UN. The U.S., standing pat 
w ith  its m ajority of votes, yields nothing 
and the act moves on.

And so i t  w ill be w ith the tenth session 
as i t  was w ith the ninth and those that 
came before. A ll the amicable language in 
the world won’t  change the fact that U.S. 
imperialism intends ultimately to destroy

the Soviet Union and to destroy the 
colonial revolution w ith China as its major 
target.

Of course, the U.S. delegation at the UN 
covers all its moves w ith phrases of 
humanitarian concern fo r the oppressed 
people of the world. A ll basic freedoms in­
cluding the righ t of self-determination of 
nations are defended. Terms like inde­
pendence and democracy are bandied about 
frequently — fo r the benefit of newspaper 
copy.

When a real issue of “ freedom and self- 
determination”  arises, as in the case of 
Morocco and Algeria, d ifferent terms come 
into vogue. Phrases like non-intervention 
in internal affa irs suddenly become sub­
stituted fo r the words of liberty.

Three years ago 15 small nations banded 
together in an attempt to put the ques­
tion of Morocco and Algeria on the agenda 
of the United Nations. France succeeded, 
w ith the help of the U.S. delegation, in 
preventing even a debate on the question 
of the oppressed people in the French 
North African colonies.

There are 57 items on the regular agenda 
of the Tenth Session of the UN. But 
Morocco and Algeria are on a supplemen­
tary list. I t  isn’t d ifficu lt to anticipate that 
once more a debate w ill be barred. The 
United Nations w ill wait to record the 
defeat of the independence movement or 
be compelled to recognize its victory.

So while the Moroccan people get mowed 
down by U.S.-donated machine guns, the 
United Nations w ill go on talking in 
generalities about freedom. And the U.S. 
w ill go on building its world network of 
m ilita ry  bases and nuclear stock-piles in 
preparation fo r World War I I I .

SWP Speaker Scores U.S. Role 
In Moroccan Independence Fight

O A K L A N D , C A L IF ., Sept. 15 
—  In a 20-m inute ta lk  over 
Radio S ta tion  K P F A -F M  in  
Berkeley last n igh t, W illia m  
F a rre ll, rep resenting  the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , denoun­
ced the pro-French im p e ria lis t 
bias o f the A m erican press in 
rep o rtin g  on the Moroccan rev­
o lu tion  and warned tha t U . S. 
troops now stationed in  N o rth  
A fr ic a  may be draw n in to  the 
fig h tin g  there in  what may be­
come another Korea o r Indo- 
China type w ar.

U rg in g  support to the people 
o f Morocco in th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  
independence fro m  French co­
lon ia l ru le , F a rre ll rem inded h is 
rad io audience th a t in 1776 the 
Am erican people fo u g h t aga inst 
a reactionary  fo re ig n  ru le  and 
welcomed support fro m  a ll who 
believed in independence.

U.S. S U P P L IE S  A R M S
Review ing the recent h is to ry  

o f Morocco and d raw ing  a 
graph ic p ic tu re  o f cu rre n t con­
d itions under which m illio ns  o f 
Moroccan peasants ahd w orkers 
are exp lo ited by French im ­
pe ria lism , F a rre ll pointed out 
th a t the U n ited  States, alleged 
defender o f the " fre e  w o rld ,”  is 
now supp ly ing  arm s and equip­
m ent to French troops and is

ac tive ly  engaged on the propa­
ganda f ro n t  in a id in g  French 
cap ita lism  in Morocco.

“ Here are some o f the resu lts 
o f over fo r ty  years o f French 
“ p ro tection .”  The Moroccan peas­
an ts ’ land has been steadily' ex­
propria ted. . . Forced labor is 
imposed upon thousands o f na­
tive  peasants . . . The m in im um  
wage in in d u s try  is eleven cents 
an hour —  in a g ricu ltu re  there 
is no m in im um . P overty  stricken 
Moroccans are burdened w ith  
taxes w h ile  there are h a rd ly  any 
on the w ea lthy  French settlers. 
F o r instance there is a 15% tax 
on sugar w h ile  je w e lry , fu rs  
and o ther luxuries  bought by 
French residents are un taxed .”

F a rre ll quoted from  the a rtic le  
w r itte n  by g lo b e -tro ttin g  W il­
liam  O. Douglas, U. S. Supreme 
Court Judge, in the Oct. 19, 
1954, issue o f Look magazine. 
“ Child labor appears in  a v ic ­
ious fo rm . There are m any p a l­
m etto trees in  Morocco, and out 
o f them a French syndicate has 
b u ilt a considerable in du s try . 
The p lant is ground and then 
spun in to  ropes and the ropes 
baled fo r  export. They are u l t i ­
m ate ly used to s tu f f  fu rn itu re .
I  v is ited  one o f these p lan ts 
Pear Rabat. Most o f the w o rk ­
ers were M oorish ch ildren from  
s ix  to twelve. They worked by

the piece, m aking  tw en ty  to 
f i f t y  cents a day. A French 
overseer stood over them w ith  a 
long leather lash, using it  w ith  
fe rvo r on the laggards. The lash 
is, indeed, the sym bol o f French 
ru le  in  Morocco.”

T rac in g  the h is to ry  o f M oroc­
can s trugg le  F a rre ll reported 
the o rgan iza tion  o f the illeg a l 
trade unions —  ille g a l because 
they are banned by the F rench—  
and the now em erg ing w o rk in g  
class which is s tru g g lin g  to ­
gether w ith  the peasant fo r  
Moroccan independence. He told 
how F a rh a t Hatched, leader o f 
the Tun is ian  unions, was m u r­
dered and how the w orkers 
staged a p ro test dem onstration 
in December, 1952, which touch­
ed o f f  the widespread demand 
fo r  rem oval o f the French fro m  
Morocco.

These ta lks  over s ta tion  K P F A  
were in itia te d  by F ra n k  Bar- 
baria , now candidate fo r  M ayor 
o f San 'Francisco on the Social­
is t W orkers  P a rty  t ic ke t. Once 
each tw o  weeks an SW P speak­
er presents the M a rx is t v iew  o f 
some c u rre n t top ic  o f in terest. 
W illia m  F a rre ll, o f the Oakland 
Branch o f the SW P w i l l  con­
tinue the ta lks  u n t il a f te r  the 
election a t which tim e F rank  
B arba ria  w i l l  resume the sched­
ule.

. . .  Argentine M ilitary Rulers
(Continued from  page 1)

v id in g  the op p o rtu n ity  fo r  in ­
d u s tria l g row th . U.S. cap ita l 
moved in to  A rg e n tin a  r iv a lin g  
B r it is h  investm ents, and du rin g  
the T h irt ie s  and the Second 
W orld  W a r the na tive  A rg e n ­
tine  ca p ita lis t class experienced 
a phenomenal g ro w th , though 
rem a in ing  in  a subordinate posi­
tion.

I t  was fo r  th is  c a p ita lis t class 
—  incapable o f ru lin g  in its  own 
name because i t  was re n t by in ­
te rna l r iv a lr ie s  and fe a rfu l o f a 
w o rk ing  class more pow erfu l 
than its e lf  —  th a t the na tiona l­
is t a rm y officers developed great 
am bitions. They dream t o f even­
tu a lly  lib e ra tin g  the country 
from  economic dependence on 
e ithe r Eng land o r the U.S. and 
estab lish ing A rge n tin a  as a r iv a l 
power in  South A m erica  to the 
Yankee colossus.

A rge n tin a  had m any fac to rs  
seem ingly fa v o rin g  such a de­
velopm ent as compared w ith  
prospects o f o ther econom ically 
backward areas. The population 
is 90% lite ra te . By 1943, indus­
try  accounted fo r  almost, h a lf 
the na tiona l income. The trend 
o f popu lation was tow ard u r ­
banization . (O ver 40% o f the 
popu lation lived in c ities w ith  
more than 100,000 people ac­
cord ing to the 1947 census.)

However, there also were enor­
mous handicaps to overcome. 
A rg e n tin a ’s in d u s tr ia l develop­
ment was lim ited  to a few fields 
— m ain ly  processing o f a g ric u l­
tu ra l raw  m ateria ls  and m inera l 
products. I t  was dependent on 
fo re ign  trade fo r  such products 
as coal, steel and m achinery. The 
A rge n tin e  cap ita lis t class lacked 
cap ita l fo r  expansion and had to 
secure it abroad.

The p rinc ip a l export products 
were a g ric u ltu ra l, grow n on the 
ranches (encendias) o f the o lig ­
archy, tra d itio n a l a lly  o f B r it is h  
im peria lism  and foe o f the A r ­
gentine cap ita lis ts . To e xp ro p ri­
ate them  on a la rge scale, how­
ever, would have been an in ­
vasion o f p r iva te  p ro p e rty  which 
would have fr igh te ne d  the cap­
ita lis ts  and repelled them  fro m  
the regime.

The d ic ta to rsh ip  resorted in ­
stead to  forced de liveries o f 
a g r ic u ltu ra l products to  the state 
a t prices fixed by the govern­
m ent, which sold them  on the 
w o rld  m arke t. T h is  not on ly  dis­
c rim inated aga inst the encen- 
d iaras b u t bore down on the 
ten an t fa rm ers  as w e ll. H ow ­
ever, i t  provided the governm ent 
w ith  surpluses to invest in  in ­
d u s try  (especia lly a heavy arm s 
in d u s try  —  pet p ro je c t o f the 
m il ita ry )  and benefited the cap­
ita l is t  class. T h e ' reg im e also 
nationalized a num ber o f fo r-  
eign-owned enterprises.

To challenge U.S. im peria lism  
Perón needed a base o f support 
among the masses. A s  M in is te r 
o f I.abo r under Pres. F a rre ll, 
Perón began to in troduce social 
w e lfa re  measures and to create 
a labor movem ent In r iv a lr y  w ith  
the Socia lis t and S ta lin is t-led  
unions. The w orkers made un ­
deniable gains in the f i r s t  years 
o f the reg im e fo r  which they 
credited Perón.

E xp la in in g  th is  po licy o f woo­
in g  the  w orkers from  th e ir  t r a ­
d itio n a l organ izations o f  s tru g ­
gle in  support o f the regime, 
Perón to ld  the Buenos A ires  
Stock Exchange in a September 
1944 speech: “ I f  you w ant social 
peace you have to know how to 
handle workers. . . . They say 
I  am an enemy o f cap ita lism . I t ’s 
not true . There is no be tte r sup­
po rte r o f cap ita lism  than I.  B ut 
. . . i t ’s be tte r to  g ive th ir ty  
per cent now, then to  be forced

to g ive i t  a ll a fte rw a rd s ”
Jus t the same, the cost o f 

Peron's labo r p rogram  rep re ­
sented a sizeable overhead fo r  
the ca p ita lis t class. In  addition 
there was the expense o f m a in ­
ta in in g  a pampered state bu r- 
eauracy —  especially the corps 
o f young a rm y officers lo ya l to 
Peron— and the C atholic Church, 
w h ich was also a beneficiary o f 
Peron’s regim e.

F A V O R A B L E  W O R LD  
M A R K E T

D u rin g  W orld  W ar I I  and the 
years th e re a fte r a ll the way 
through the Korean w ar, there 
was a ready w o rld  m arke t fo r  
a g ric u ltu ra l products a t re la ­
tiv e ly  high pi-ices. The Peronist 
p rogram  o f advancing the posi­
tions o f the A rge n tin e  cap ita lis t 
class aga inst im peria lism  seem­
ed re a lis tic  despite the high, 
overhead cost o f the d ic ta to r­
ship. The landlords, toô, despite 
forced sales to the state, raked 
In h e fty  p ro fits .

B u t the end o f the Korean 
W ar b rough t a sharp downsw ing 
o f a g ric u ltu ra l prices stem m ing 
from  a ra p id ly  m ounting  g lu t 
on the w orld  m arke t. A s th is  
c ris is  became prolonged and 
deepened i t  m arked the  begin­
n ing  o f the end fo r  the Peron 
d ic ta torsh ip .

The squeeze the governm ent 
applied on the land lords became 
in to le rab le. So was the squeeze 
on the cap ita lis ts  fo r  re ta in in g  
concessions to the w orkers. The 
reg im e bore down on the  w o rk ­
ers dem anding more production 
a t the same pay despite in f la ­
tion and proceeded to break 
s trikes. M ore and m ore the dic­
ta to rsh ip  turned to suppression 
o f rem a in ing  c iv il libe rtie s  and 
drove sections o f the m iddle 
classes in to  opposition.

Seeing Peron in d ifficu ltie s , 
W a ll S treet applied its  own 
squeeze two years ago and press­
ed in  w ith  demands fo r g rea te r 
concessions and guarantees to 
U.S. cap ita l. Peron capitu lated. 
F in a lly , th is  year, Peron con­
cluded a deal w ith  S tandard O il 
Co. g ra n tin g  nearly  20,000 square 
miles (about the size o f W est 
V irg in ia )  o f o il land fo r  a per­
iod o f 45 years.

The term s were so unblushing- 
ly  favorable to the U.S. corpor­
a tio n  th a t Peron’s p a r ty  was 
s p lit on the question tw o weeks 
before his dow n fa ll. The Peron- 
ista un ion heads, fe a rin g  the re ­
action o f the w orkers, were op­
posed to the deal, and i t  was 
considered doub tfu l w he the r the 
Peronista - con tro lled Congress 
would r a t i fy  the agreem ent des-

p ite  a ll the pressure Peron was 
m uste ring  to  p u t i t  across.

To the A rge n tin e  cap ita lis t 
class, Peron’s cap itu la tion  to im ­
peria lism  m eant th a t the p ro ­
gram  o f c rea ting  an independent 
economic development on cap­
ita l is t  founda tions was bankrup t. 
And i f  so, w h y  pay any longer 
the overhead o f m a in ta in in g  the 
reg im e? W hy re ta in , too, a d ic­
ta to r whose fo llo w in g  took his 
a n ti- im p e r ia lis t demagogy se ri­
ously and demanded th a t he live  
up to it  ? B e tte r to come to term s 
r ig h t  aw ay w ith  U.S. im p e ria l­
ism and put an end to Peronist 
trapp ings.

Emboldened by Peron’s fa ilu re  
to ca ll ou t the w orkers du ring  
the June 16 ris in g , the a rm y  fo l­
lowed the ca p ita lis t class and i t  
was a ll-up  fo r  Peron’s d ic ta to r­
ship.

“ There  are ind ica tions,”  says 
the Sept. 21 C h ris tian  Science 
M on ito r, “ that, the new govern­
m ent m ay no t be qu ite  as cor­
d ia l [ to  the U .S .] as General 
Peron d u rin g  the last two years 
o f his tenure. M any officers are 
tra d itio n a lly  n a tion a lis t to the 
core and oppose the in f lu x  o f 
fo re ign  entrepreneurs. Yet *at 
the same tim e  the government 
m ust face rea lities . . . . W here 
can the A rgen tines get money 
to  keep th e ir  economic wheels 
tu rn in g  except from  the U n ited 
S ta tes?”

Q uite r ig h t. A rge n tin e  c a p ita l­
is t defiance o f im peria lism  is at 
an end, no m a tte r how much the 
a rm y  office rs m ig h t s t i l l  posture. 
I t  is im possib le fo r  the A rg e n ­
tine  ca p ita lis t class o r th a t of 
any o ther colonial o r sem i-col­
onia l na tion to w in the cou n try ’s 
independence fro m  im peria lism . 
F o r th a t class is com plete ly 
hound to the w orld  economy and 
the w o rld  m arke t. A s trid e  th is  
s its U.S. im peria lism , the w o rld ’s 
exp lo ite r.

The means a t the disposal of 
a sem i-colonial ca p ita lis t gov­
ernm ent are in su ffic ie n t to  break 
th rough  th is  dom ination. O nly 
the socia list revo lu tion  can te a r 
a cou n try  lik e  A rg e n tin a  ou t o f 
the im p e ria lis t o rb it.

T h is  is the task w h ich the 
A rge n tin e  w o rk in g  class alone 
can achieve w ith  the aid o f the 
tenant fa rm ers. Such a revo lu ­
tio n  would find im m edia te sup­
po rt from  w orkers and peasants 
th roughout the rest o f L a tin  
A m erica. A resu ltin g  Socialist 
Federation o f L a tin  Am erica 
would succeed in  ho ld ing out 
against U.S. im peria lism  u n til 
such tim e  as th e ir  v ic to ry  would 
be guaranteed by a w o rk in g  class 
government in  the U n ited  States.

SOVIET AND U. S. BASES
Hard on the heels of its Sept. 17 announcement that 

it  was giving- up its naval base in Finland, the Soviet 
government has opened a campaign to have the Western
powers, p a r tic u la r ly  the U n ited 
States, fo llo w  su it by w ith d ra w ­
ing th e ir  troops fro m  fo re ign  soil.

The in it ia l rep lies o f the U.S. 
propaganda machine w ill not 
p rove ve ry  w e igh ty  oufeide State. 
D epartm ent circles. I t  argues th a t 
•the Soviet Un ion is p u llin g  its  
troops back on ly 30 m iles in w ith ­
d ra w in g  fro m  F in land . The U.S. 
would have to p u ll back 3,000 
m iles. B u t th is  raises again the 
question o f ju s t  w hy Am ericans 
are stationed so fa r  from  home.

Hanson W . Bald in , the  m il i­
ta ry  expert o f the N. Y . T imes, 
doesn’t  answer the Soviet move 
w ith  any more logic. He says the 
F inn ish  base, Porkka la , had no 
s tra teg ic  value fo r. the Soviet 
U n ion  fo r  i t  wasn’t  close enough

to the no rthern  border o f F in land 
to  menace Sweden. B aldw in, how ­
ever, doesn’t  deny the F inn ish  base 
had defensive s tra teg ic  value. 
B u t no m il ita ry  expert could deny 
th a t  U.S. bases in  Ira n  or Japan 
are a menace to the Soviet border.

B aldw in antic ipa tes the State 
Departm ent when he ups the ante 
and te lls  the Soviet Union to w ith ­
d raw  its  troops fro m  East 
Europe, then hold U. N.-sponsored 
elections “ i f  you w an t the U n ited  
States to abandon some o f its  
fo re ign  bases.’’

T h is  demand can h a rd ly  be 
made in the in te rests o f East 
European freedom. The U.S. is 
c u rre n tly  financ ing  France’s e f­
fo r t  to  keep N o rth  A fr ic a n  
colonies subjugated.
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A ir  Force T o rtu re  School

Shocked criticism from many quarters followed revelation 
of torture techniques practiced on Trainees at the Stead A ir  
Force Base in Reno, Nev. A ir Force officials say the sadistic 
sessions are demonstration of enemy brainwashing techniques. 
These two Air Force photos show a student being bent backward 
and then forced to kneel on a stick while holding heavy rocks.

W orld  Events
ONG A H  TOO, 25, A C H I­

N E S E  T R U C K  D R IV E R  i t f  the
B rit is h  colony o f S ingapore, was 
sentenced to death, Sept. 19, 
according to an Associated Press 
dispatch, fo r  “ having been a 
member o f a mob th a t m urdered 
Gene Symonds,”  U.S. corres­
pondent. Symonds was k ille d  
M ay 12 when he defied police 
orders, and entered an area 
where S ingapore s tr ik e rs  were 
f ig h t in g  police. The sentence 
was passed despite the fa c t th a t 
Ong A h  Too was cleared o f the 
charge o f personal respons ib ili­
ty  fo r  the death o f Symonds.

*  *  *

R E P R IS A LS  IN  S IN G A P O R E
aga inst pa rtic ip an ts  in la s t M ay’s 
s tr ik e  s trugg le  are con tinu ing . 
Last week Gan Peck Choo, 29, 
was sentenced to 18 m onths im ­
prisonm ent. She was charged 
w ith  lead ing a group o f 200 
men in  a f ig h t  against a police 
contingent.

*  *  *

T H E  B R IT IS H  C A B IN E T  is
proposing a reduction in the 
armed forces, according to Drew 
M iddle ton in  the Sept. 19 N . Y. 
T imes. T h is  would be done e ith ­
e r by c u ttin g  the leng th  o f com­
pu lso ry  m il ita ry  service fro m  
tw o years to  18 m onths o r by a 
gradual postponement o f the age 
o f en lis tm ent fro m  18 to 20 o r 
21 years. The purpose o f the 
plan is no t pa c ifis tic , however, 
bu t to m eet the problem  of 
“ overem ploym ent”  about wh ich 
the B r it is h  c a p ita lis t class is 
com pla in ing. There are so few  
unemployed in Eng land a t the 
present tim e because o f the eco­
nomic boom th a t labo r’s s treng th  
has been increased in  its  deal­
ings w ith  the em ployers. C u r­
re n tly , the B r it is h  unions are 
asking fo r  a substan tia l wage 
increase to meet in fla tio n . W ha t 
the d e m ilita r iz a tio n  plan o f the 
B r it is h  Cabinet am ounts to is a 
p rogram  fo r  d iv e rtin g  w orkers  
fro m  the m il i ta ry  a rm y  to  an 
a rm y  o f unemployed.

*  *  *

P O LA N D  is us ing  the re tu rn  
o f ex-P rem ier Hugo Hanke as a 
means o f a ttra c tin g  emigres 
back to the coun try . H anke head­
ed the governm ent before the 
S ta lin is ts  decided to in te g ra te  Po­
land and o ther E ast European 
countries w ith in  the Soviet eco­
nomic s truc tu re . He then headed 
the Polish governm ent-in -ex ile  
in London. The Polish and o ther 
E ast European Governm ents arc 
c u rre n tly  conducting a d rive  
among em igres to  re tu rn  w ith  
the prom ise th a t “ a ll w i l l  be 
fo rg iv e n .”

*  *  •

B R IT IS H  E FFO R TS  to stave 
o f f  the demand o f the Greek 
m a jo r ity  in C yprus fo r  u n if ic a ­
tion  w ith  Greece by  p it t in g  the 
is land ’s T u rk ish  m in o r ity  against 
them is c rea ting  s trong  rep e r­
cussions in the Greek govern­
ment. C. L. Sulzberger reports 
fro m  A thens on Sept. 18 to the 
N. Y  T im es th a t “ Greek anger 
m ay re su lt in  ne u tra lism ”  He 
says th a t a n ti-B r it is h  and an ti- 
11. iS. fee lin g  is becom ing so 
s trong  th a t the Greek govern­
m ent, which was put. in  power 
b y  the U . S. and B r ita in  over

the opposition o f the Greek peo­
ple, is now considering the  pos­
s ib ili ty  o f q u it t in g  N A T O . A  
number o f d iffe re n t va rian ts  are 
being put fo rw a rd  there, he re ­
ports. A l l  o f them  are pegged 
around an a lliance in  the f i r s t  
case w ith  Yugoslavia .

*  *  *

J A P A N ’S b iggest trade-un ion 
body, the th re e -m illio n -s tro n g  
General Council o f T rade Unions, 
has asked the OIO and A F L  to 
support the Japanese people’s 
s trugg le  aga inst U . S. m il ita ry  
bases. Farm ers, supported by 
un ionists, have fo u g h t en la rge­
ment o f a ir  bases in  Japan, be­
cause th is  has encroached on 
th e ir  land and underm ined th e ir  
live lihood.

*  *  »

J A P A N E S E  IN D U S T R IA L ­
ISTS nray loose a ready source 
o f iro n  ore i f  In d ia  libera tes 
Goa fro m  Portugese con tro l. Goa 
is the la s t fo re ign  colony on In ­
dian te r r ito ry . I t  is so abundant 
a source o f ore th a t to w e rin g  
m ountains are said to be o f 
“ solid iro n .’ ’ And low  fences, 
used to separate fa rm s  are 
said to be made o f reddish 
stone blocks o f the purest iro n  
ore. Japan has been im p o rtin g  
about 900,000 tons o f ore a year. 
Japanese sh ipp ing  companies 
are a lready considering a shu t­
down o f trade w ith  Goa since 
longshoremen in Bom bay and 
o ther ports  re fuse to handle any 
ship ca llin g  a t the Portugese 
colony. T h is  th rea tens these 
companies w ith  a complete loss 
o f trade w ith  Ind ia.

*  *  *

K R E M L IN  LA B O R  C A M P
prisoners have forced the S ta l­
in is t reg im e to ease conditions 
in some A rc tic  C irc le  camps, ac­
cord ing to recen tly  released 
Japanese ex-prisoners. They to ld  
D r. H e rbe rt Passin o f Ohio 
S tate U n iv e rs ity  th a t prisoners 
had s truck  aga inst w o rk in g  con­
d itions and th a t the S ta lin is ts  
“ made concessions w h ich  were 
p re tty  am azing.”

*  *  *

C A M B O D IA  —  a p a rt o f Indo- 
China —  w il l  soon break a ll 
rem a in ing  ties w ith  France, 
Prince N orod in  Sihanouk reveal­
ed. He recently  re linquished his 
throne to lead his People’s So­
c ia lis t C om m unity  p a r ty  to v ic ­
to ry  in  the na tion ’s f i r s t  elec­
tions. n e  stated th a t the new 
Congress w il l  re d ra ft  the con­
s titu tio n  to e lim ina te  any re fe r ­
ence to French U n ion , post-w ar 
name fo r  the French em pire 
overseas. T h is  means th a t Cam­
bodia, like  South V ie tnam , whose 
governm ent also cut ties  w ith  
the French U nion, w i l l  be an ou t­
post fo r  U.S. im peria lism .

*  *  *

T H E  M A R X  M O N U M E N T  
FL1ND has opened a d rive  in  
London to raise a $28,000 fun d  
to commission a bust o f the 
founder o f sc ie n tific  socialism , 
reports  the Sept. 20 N .Y . W orld - 
Telegram . P a rt o f the fun d  w il l  
also be used to  pay fo r  a new 
grave to  w h ich  his body was re ­
cen tly  moved. M arx  did the bu lk  
o f the research fo r  h is cele­
brated w ork  C ap ita l a t the 
B r it is h  M useum in  London.

The Gassing of Dr. Muller



The Negro Struggle
-  -  By George Lavan ■ ------

Public Disgrace
A dramatic and terrible punishment was 

inflicted upon an Uncle Tom at the recent 
convention of Negro Baptist ministers in 
Memphis, Tennessee. The victim  of the 
merited humiliation was a Rev. H. H. 
Humes, of Greenville, Mississippi and a 
Vice President of the National Convention 
of the U.S.A.

Rev. Humes has acted as a tra ito r in the 
struggle against school segregation. In 
Mississippi where m ilitant Negroes are suf­
fering economic terrorism, and risk lynch­
ing fo r demanding the enforcement of the 
Supreme Court’s decision, Rev. Humes 
denounces them. He is fo r segregation. 
“ Separate but equal”  is good enough for 
the Negro people, he says.

This is no abstract Uncle Tomism. This 
is cowardice in the face of the enemy. The 
corpses of Rev. G. W. Lee, Lamar Smith 
and Emmett T ill testify to the war that is 
being waged against the Negro people in 
Mississippi. Yet in the midst of the battle, 
Rev. Humes gives moral justification and 
propaganda material to the white su­
premacists. No wonder he is one Negro 
w ith whom the members of the White 
Citizens Councils are w illing to shake 
hands.

Humes is chairman of a committee of 
the National Baptist Convention. I t  is not 
a policy committee, but has charge of bath 
houses the organization maintains at Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. When the time came 
fo r his annual report to the convention 
pandemonium broke loose. The 15,000 
delegates attending rose from their seats 
booing and hissing.

A t the fron t of the hall the stage was

of an Uncle Tom
surrounded by angry ministers shouting 
the ir opinions of him. Even a new chair­
man was unable to persuade the audience 
to permit Humes to report. When the floor 
microphones were shut o ff so that only the 
platform voice would be amplified, the 
delegates stopped the convention.

To the declaration that President Jack- 
son wanted Humes to report, the delegates 
shouted: “ We are the ones who decide who 
is going to speak to us and we are not 
going to listen to Humes. Finally a spokes­
man for the angry ministers — Rev. 
Borders of Atlanta, Georgia — was given 
the floor and declared the ministers were 
not going to listen to a man whom they 
fe lt shared responsibility fo r colored peo­
ple being killed in Mississippi.

Never has a humiliation been so com- 
lete and so public. Men walked righ t up 
to Humes and called him an Uncle Tom. 
Others implored the chairman to “ put him 

* o ff the platform up there because we know 
what to do w ith him down here.”

The moral of the story is that even 
ministers — traditionally fa r from the 
most m ilitant section of the Negro people 
— can no longer stomach open Uncle 
Tomism. This does not mean Uncle Toms 
w ill no longer appear. There w ill be the 
same development that has taken place in 
the labor bureaucracy. Open selling out to 
the enemy w ill disappear as it  ceases to 
pay off. But a new form w ill take its place. 
I t  w ill talk against “ separate but equal” 
but it  w ill do everything it  can to hamper 
and hold back the m ilitant struggle to the 
end against Jim Crow — the only kind of 
struggle that can do the job.

Nixon’s Dog Story
------------- ---------- By Henry Gitano -----------------------

Vice President Nixon told 600 TV and 
radio executives how to manipulate broad­
casts fo r political campaigns. He said that 
what seems to be a spontaneous ap­
pearance inquires moi’e careful preparation 
than a written speech. He advocated creat­
ing the illusion of intimacy, which can be 
achieved through audience participation 
or “ fireside chats.”

Nixon illustrated, by recalling his 
famous TV “ Checkers”  soap opera of. Sept. 
23, 1952. The broadcast was a reply to the 
disclosure that he secretly received an 
$18,000 fund from California business men. 
“ What really happened,”  said the VP, is 
that the broadcast was put o ff from Sun­
day to Tuesday to build up the audience, 
“ we wanted to create suspense”  and allow 
time fo r preparation. In form ality was 
achieved by fam iliar reference to the 
fam ily dog “ Checkers,”  while his wife in 
cloth coat sat beside him.

“ Many people,”  Nixon said, “ vote only 
fo r a name.”  Thus he suggested frequent 
five-minute talks and one-minute “ spots”  
to make the candidate’s name and face 
familiar. He added that his advice would 
be equally beneficial to Republicans and 
Democrats. Nixon’s cynical remarks about 
organized, prefabricated spontaneity and 
the voter’s stupidity as the reason for high 
pressure saturation campaigning is merely 
a publicizing of what is accepted by capi­
ta list politicians.

Clem W hitaker of “ Campaigns Inc.”  has 
said that managing campaigns, now be­
coming “ a mature, well managed business, 
founded on sound public relations prin­
ciples, and using every technique of 
modern-day advertising,”  is “ no long-. ;- a 
hit-or-miss business directed by broken 
down politicians.”  His credo is, that “ i f  you 
can’t  fight, put on a show!”  A fte r manu- 
factui-ing a personality, W hitaker’s prob­
lems arise in the candidate’s “ inability to

measure up to the character you give him 
by your carefully-prepared buildup.”

In the last campaign, Tide, an advertis­
ing organ, reported that Republican 
huckstering strategy revolved on mer­
chandising Eisenhower’s frankness, hon­
esty and integrity, his sincere and whole­
some approach. “ Voice: Mr. Eisenhower, 
what about the high cost of living? Eisen­
hower: My wife, Mamie, worries about the 
same thing. I tell her i t ’s our job to change 
that Nov. 4th.”

A fte r the last election, the Wall Sti'eet 
Journal reported that the Eisenhower- 
Nixon Research Service proposed a “ care­
fully-calculated, government-wide effort 
to cultivate the public”  w ith methods 
“ reminiscent of those employed by a 
private company.”  A later story in the 
same paper reported that “ Eisenhower & 
Co. have opened a new sales department 
l'ight in the White House.”  Under Sec­
retary of Commerce Walter Williams and 
his publicity s ta ff attempt in their new 
job “ to ‘sell’ the President’s policies to the 
public — and tout his achievements.”

As a cartoon of a Hollywood producer, 
meeting w ith his brain-trust, put it :  What 
w ith personal spectacles, fireworks, news­
paper, radio and TV buildup, our picture 
should be a smash. Our one problem, as 1 
see it, is to stop the word-of-mouth reac- 
tion.

Last year a shipyard worker, James 
Heavy, heckled Nixon at a Republican 
ra lly: “ Tell us another dog story Dick,”  
he called out. He was hurriedly ejected at 
Nixon’s orders, and is currently unable to 
get Navy security clearance because of 
this incident. But the Heavy’s w ill in ­
crease, they w ill see through the elaborate 
facade which is forced to manipulate show­
manship because i t  has nothing to offer 
except broken-down capitalist politicians 
reflecting a rotting system.

Notes from the News
O F F IC E R  C A N D ID A T E S  T A K E  N O T E ! “ I t  

lias been found th a t Gaston’s re la tionsh ip  to  his 
m othe r has no t been close, especia lly d u r in g  his 
scholastic and m ore m ature years. In  fac t, She 
m other-son re la tionsh ip  was less close than in the 
o rd in a ry  case and no im p rope r in fluence ex is ts .”  
W ith  th is  s ta tem ent the  Coast Guard cleared 
N o rto n  P. J. Gaston and g ranted h im  a reserve 
ensign's commission, even though they claimed 
his m other had once been active in  “ subversive”  
organ izations. T h e ir action  was taken, they 
claim ed, in  accordance w ith  the  basic Am erican 
princ ip les  o f f a i r  p lay  and ju s tice .”

* * *
A IR C R A F T  C O M P A N IE S  super p ro fits  stem 

d ire c tly  fro m  w a r drives and tension. A irc ra f t  
f irm s  th a t were in  the red a fte r  W orld  W ar I I  
h i t  a bonanza w ith  the Korean W ar. The 
Preparedness Subcom m ittee o f the Senate A rm ed 
Services Com m ittee released a repo rt, Sept. 13, 
show ing th a t gross p ro fits  fo r  m a jo r a irc ra ft  
f irm s  e qua led more than h a lf th e ir  ne t w o rth  fo r  
the years 1952-1954. Top earner was Glen M a rtin  
which grossed a 1,0-39.8% p ro f i t  in 1952, but 
dropped to on ly  76.6 percent in  1955. Boeing’s 
p ro fits  ran  fro m  86.1 to  93.3% and Consolidated 
Vultee 45.4 to 139%. The fig u re s  are based on the 
companies’ own reports  to d ie  Securities and E x ­
change Committee.

* * ❖
T H E  M A C H IN E  TO O L IN D U S T R Y , one o f the

ind ica to rs  o f in d u s tr ia l boom, reports  r is in g  
sales. W arne r and Swasey Co., one o f the leading 
to o l-m a k in g  f irm s , reports  a backlog o f un fille d  
orders double th a t o f a yea r ago. “ W e’re  having 
our best peacetime year,”  reports  the sales m an­

ager. The g rea tes t rise is in the fie ld  o f au to­
m atic, labor-reducing, equipment.

* * He

H A R V E S T E R  W O R KER S ended th e ir  26-day 
old s tr ik e  when the  com pany signed an agree­
ment. w ith  the U n ited  A u to  W orkers, CIO. The 
settlem ent provided fo r  an eleven-cent an hour 
wage increase, eleven cents on pensions, three 
cents in add itiona l insurance coverage, f iv e  cents 
in supplem ental la y o ff  pay (R eu the r’s guaranteed 
wage p la n ), 2.3 cents in sk illed ,tra de  increase and 
1.7 cents, in area pay d iffe re n tia ls . T h is  is  the 
f i r s t  s tr ike  since the m erger o f the F arm  E qu ip ­
ment W orkers in to  the U A W .

*  *  ■*

T H E  A F L  H O T E L  W O R KER S U N IO N , U n ited 
Press reports , warned its  members, “ There are 
certa in  real r isks  involved in seeking jobs in 
M iam i and M iam i Beach. When the N L R B  refused 
to hold elections a t 165 M iam i Beach hotels, Local 
225 completed plans fo r w iden ing the s tr ik e  and 
c a rry in g  it in to  the w in te r season.”  The. union has 
been on s tr ike  since A p r i l 13 aga inst 22 hotels 
in the area.

* * *

T H E  T W E N T IE T H  C O N V E N T IO N  o f the 
U n ited  E le c trica l, Radio and M achine W orkers 
Union, Independent, opens in  Cleveland, Sept. 19. 
The session w i l l  take  up its  nego tia tions w ith  
General E le c tr ic  and W estinghouse fo r  new con­
tra c ts  and its  campaign fo r  a sho rte r w ork  week. 
The U E  was expelled fro m  the CIO in 1949 fo r  
“ Com m unist v iew s’ ’ by the r ig h t  w in g  w itch  
hun te rs . I t  has been under investiga tion ' b y  the 
House U n -A m erican  A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee and is 
under th re a t o-f governm ent prosecution.
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Diary of a Striker
--------------------------- By A Westinghouse Striker ---------------------------

Buffalo
Monday, Sept. 12

I t ’s a big surprise to m ost of 
us. A t  the union m eeting last 
n ig h t we a ll had the idea th a t 
the union and W estinghouse had 
settled. We g o t here too early 
fo r  the news broadcasts about the 
s tr ik e . We were go ing  to  the 
m eeting th a t was to  be he ld 
in the lo t across the s tree t from  
the p la n t . . . instead we saw. a 
hand fu l o f p ickets w ith  th e ir 
signs in the h a lf  darkness a t tire 
p lan t gates.

B it  by b it  we f i l l  up the gates, 
m arch ing closely in a b ig  circle. 
Some o f us dressed heav ily  —  ju s t 
in case. S t ill we sh iver w ith  the 
rest o f them. W hen the sun. comes 
up i t  b rings a pale l ig h t  bait l i t t le  
heat. Somebody says, “ I w ish i t  
would w arm  up. When I  shiver 
like th is , i t  looks like  I ’m scared.”  
We a ll laugh.

L a te r the sun comes up in good 
earnest. A s we c irc le  in  the p icke t 
line  and face cast we have to 
squ in t. The sun clim bs h igher. I t ’s 
a be au tifu l day, c lear and cool. 
Someone po in ts ou t a company 
cop on the p la n t roo f. We tu rn  
and see him  a im ing  a camera a t 
us. W estinghouse a lw ays does 
tha t. When the re ’s a s tr ike  they 
take more movies than Selznick.

For a w h ile  some o f the  fe llows 
clown around and m ug at the 
camera. We know what they want. 
They hope some forem an or 
“ heroic”  c le rk  w i l l  cause a scuf­
fle . Then a ca re fu lly  edited film  
w ill prove what devils and w ild  
beasts the p ickets arc.

Then a s tr ik e r  shows up w ith  
a m irro r. L a te r he goes some­
where and trades i t  fo r  a la rg e r 
one itihe size o f a p la tte r .  He stands 
r ig h t  in the m iddle o f our c irc ling  
line, re f le c tin g  the siun r ig h t  in to 
the p la n t guard ’s camera. The 
day stays clear. No more pictures.

Tuesday
The second day. Jus t as cold 

before dawn, ju s t  as dark. By 
ones ami twos we sign in a t the 
union o ffic e  and bead fo r  the 
p icket Lines across the street. 
Yesterday the foram en, execu­
tives, clerks, and engineers hung 
around u n til about 10:30 in  the 
m orn ing before go ing home. 
There was a l i t t le  shoving here 
and there, b u t a ll in  a ll i t  was' a 
q-.-.iet day. W hat w i l l  th is  one be?

We had h a lf expected a quick 
settlem ent. Since i t  d idn ’t come 
the f i r s t  day the p ic tu re  has 
changed. T h is  m ig h t be a long 
one.

By 8:30 it  seems as though 
we’ve been here a ll day, bu t i t ’s 
ju s t beginn ing. Foremen and 
w h ite  co lla r stooges eager to 
fu r th e r  th e ir  career mass across 
the street. We tig h te n  up our 
lines w a itin g . Town cops and 
s h e r if f ’s deputies ga the r together. 
Yesterday in the firs t, flu sh  o f 
the s tr ike  there was no troub le 
w ith  the  police. Rome o f the 
p ickets innocently, -happ ily  th in k  
the cops are oh ou r side.

Jps-t how i t  s ta rts  we can’t  be 
en tire ly  sure a fte rw ards. There’s 
a surge o f th e  forem en and th e ir  
cronies, and the cops are in th e ir 
m idst, r ic k e ts  brace a t the gate 
and crowd in from  a ll sides, cops 
ho ld ing us back. I t ’s a m om entary 
break in the line , and fo u r  fo re ­
men and engineers ge t through. 
Now the fe llow s see where the 
cops stand. L a te r, however, some 
o f the com pany b ig  shots ge t a 
l i t t le  too obvious about w hat 
they expect from  the police, and 
the cops b rid le , m o llify in g  some 
o f our boys.

E a rlie r in the day —  I th in k  —  
we turned away the p lan t m an­
ager in  his Cadillac, Tom T urner, 
one o f the W estinghouse vice- 
presidents. I t ’s hard to keep track  
of tim e on the line. He drove up 
im p o rta n tly  but found the way 
blocked. He’s a th in , g ray-ha ired 
ntan, te r r ify in g ly  stern, the hard- 
d r iv in g  executive. B ut in  the car 
he looked like  a petu lant l i t t le  old 
man. Lo, the m ig h ty  o ften  get 
tha t way at a p icke t line.

P ickets te ll h im  a ll he has to 
do is go to the un ion o ffice  fo r  a 
pass, b u t he has his d ig n ity . 
F in a lly  the s h e r if f  gets the je e r­
ing  p icke t line to open up fo r  the 
long tan  Cadillac, and his m ajesty 
passes fro m  s ig h t between two 
de fe ren tia l p la n t guards fla n k in g  
the door o f the executives’ garage.

The company men hang around 
u n t il about a qua rte r to twelve. 
O nly m in o r scuffles now and then, 
most o f them started by a big, 
fleshy man in  a brown s u it and 
g ra y  hat, whose m outh  hangs 
eo iiistantly open in an im becilic 
g r in  th a t reveals his golden dental 
w ork. Somebody says he's an 
engineer. W hoever lie is, he was 
a nuisance yesterday and he’s a 
nuisance today.

Wednesday
I t ’s about ten degrees warm er, 

b u t i t  doesn’t, fee l it .  We check 
in  and s ta r t  p icke tin g  w ith  a 
sense o f rou tine . The pecu lia r

timelessness o f a s tr ik e  has set in. 
I t 's  the th ird  day, bu t i t  seems as 
i f  we’ve always been on s trike .

Som ething changes, when you’re 
on the p icket line. In  the p lan t 
there are a lways some loud fe l­
lows. Sometimes they ge t on you r 
nerves. B u t here you run across 
some clown w ho’s a good one. He 
brigh tens up the whole line. He’s 
as loud as ever, perhaps louder. 
B u t you feel g ra te fu l. Y ou r 
la ug h te r . gets as loud as the 
th in gs  he says to  cause it .  He’s 
re a lly  an a w fu lly  funny  guy. and 
you like  h im  a lo t. How is i t  you 
never looked a t h im  th a t w ay at 
w o rk  ?

Tension rises w ith  the sun. You 
feel the sun’s increasing w a rm th  
sim iultaneously w ith  the  g ro w in g  
sense th a t som eth ing is go ing to 
happen. A nd w ith  the spreading 
sunshine the crowd o f company 
men grows. One by one the w h ite  
s h e r if f ’s cars and the black police 
sedans gather. M otorcycles come 
no is ily  up the s tree t and stop, 
and cops ge t o f f  and stre tch  th e ir  
legs.

W e’re ready. O ur line  is so 
close tha t we shu ffle  a long step­
p ing on the heels o f the people 
ahead o f us. A  slender, good- 
natured g ir l  pa tro ls  the side o f 
the line, ca lling , “ L e t’s keep i t  
close, fe llows. W atch th a t corner 
over there .”  She’s in  the m iddle 
o f eve ry th ing .

Before we know it ,  the y ’re on 
us. A f ly in g  wedge o f cops breaks 
through w ith  a pack o f company 
men, and i t ’s over in a m inute. 
W e're heavily  outnum bered, but 
tha t doesn’t mean a th ing . Those 
who get through do it  on ly  w ith  
the assistance o f the cops. And 
when the cops leave fo r  school 
crossing du ty , the company men 
keep th e ir  distance.

There ’s a fla re up  a t another 
gate. A company man h its  a 
p icket in the face, and the p icket 
chases him  through the gate and 
ha lfw ay  in to  the p la n t, cops dash­
ing m ad ly a fte r  the in fu ria te d  
picket. A bou t fo u r o f them escort 
the p icke t back out the gate as 
though he were a public enemy. 
But there have been too many 
witnesses, inc lud ing  a police lie u ­
tenan t who saw the company man 
s ta r t the whole th in g . Even the 
B u ffa lo  press can’t  make much oi 
the incident, a lthough, n a tu ra lly , 
they fo rg e t to quote the lieu ­
tenant, who probably d idn ’t  ward 
to be quoted anyhow.

This is a funny  s trike , b u t it. 
makes you feel good. The aim 
and demands caused a lo t o f con­
fusion in the shop. In  the Gheek- 
towaga (B u ffa lo )  p lan t, there are 
no incentive w orkers, ju s t day- 
workers, and the con trac t a llow s 
the company to make tim e studies

In E ast P ittsb u rg h  where it 
a ll began, the dayw orkers walked 
ou t when the company started 
tim in g  them. They have both in ­
centive and dayw orkers down 
there. So in a w ay we’re  sup­
p o rtin g  them in a f ig h t  against 
som eth ing we’re  a lready saddled 
w ith . B u t nobody m entions tha t 
on the line. .

W e’re on s tr ike , and a ll we’re 
in terested in is to  w in . Nobody’s 
g rum b ling  at a ll. Perhaps the 
basic reason th a t moves our 
pickets w ithou t th e ir  recogniz ing 
if or even searching fo r  it ,  is 
tha t we a ll feel tha t whatever 
the words in the con tract, w ha t­
ever the precise term s o f the 
dispute, P ittsbu rgh  is f ig h t in g  
speedup, and we are f ig h t in g  
speedup. O ur v ic to ry  w i l l  moan 
a blow s truck  against speedup, 
and w ith  a grim ness belied by 
our ro llic k in g  a ttitu d e  on the 
line, we in tend to  w in .

You meet, old friends  on a 
picket, line. There are many we 
never see a t union meetings, b u t 
every day —  ju s t lik e  the las t 
s tr ik e  fo u r years ago —  we say 
he llo  on the line. Factories have 
some w onderfu l people who never 
run  fo r  union offices, whose 
names are known to on ly th e ir 
fe llow  w orkers in  the departm ents 
where they w ork. I  suppose they 
m ust have th is  famous “ h u m ili ty . ”  
They don’t  push fo rw a rd . But they 
d o n 't le t anyone push thorn back 
e ither. In a s tr ike  when you need 
them  they are there , qu ie t, un­
com pla in ing, and very dependable.

B row n-su it is s t i l l  around w ith  
his foo lish  go ld -s triped  smile 
doing his best to ge t through the 
line'. Maybe tom orrow  the cops 
w ill he lp him  out.

Thursday
How do you like  th a t! I t ’s all 

over.
A s tr ik e ’s no t ju s t som ething 

you do. I t ’s a way you live. A 
s tr ik e r  isn't, .just a guy who is on 
s tr ik e ; lie (o r she —  and some 
o f the best are the g ir ls )  is a 
person whose rou tine  o f l i fe  is 
one o f re p o rtin g  fo r  com bat and 
prepara tion  fo r  com bat each day. 
The s tr ik e r  is a w o rke r on ly  as 
a moth is a c a te rp illa r : the s tr ik e r  
is a w o rke r who has been set 
free . When the foremen approach 
ou r p icke t lines, they do so w ith  
trep ida tion . They know  we’re no t

the same people they bossed 
around in the shop.

Now , suddenly we’re to  be 
w orkers again. I t ’s go ing to take 
some g e ttin g  used to.

Y este rday the b ig  news was 
th a t W estinghouse was go ing 
a f te r  an in junc tion . Now, before 
dawn, we stand around s h u fflin g  
our fee t on the dam p.grave l o f a 
p a rk in g  lo t w a itin g  fo r  the meet­
ing to  begin which w i l l  fo rm a lly  
end ou r s trike . La s t n ig h t the 
f i r s t  bu lle tins  about a se ttlem ent 
came over the radio. A t  f i r s t  we 
wondered: is th is  a fa lse  a larm  
like  las t Sunday? B u t they 
sounded r ig h t.

Someone comes up in the h a lf ­
da rk  and says, “ D id you know 
P ittsb u rg h ’s s t i l l  out? 1 h fa rd  
i t  on the s ix  o’clock news.”

L it t le  crowds ga ther. O thers 
have heard i t  too. Everybody 
w ants to know the exact words. 
M aybe we’re s t i l l  ou t a fte r  a ll.

F in a lly  the sound tru c k  tu rns  
in  o f f  the s tree t c runch ing the 
grave l and lu rch in g  over the holes 
like  a g re a t horned beast, a 
p re h is to ric  lizard . We fo llo w  i t  
back in to  the lo t fo r  the meeting.

The president thanks us fo r  
'holding the lines, te lls  us i t ’s a ll 
over. The IU E  W estinghouse Con­
ference Board has voted to accept 
the company’s o ffe r  to  negotiate- 
the d ispute along w ith  the na­
tio n a l wage negotia tions next 
month. T h a t’s it .  In  our un ion we 
don’t  even vote on it .  Two th ird s  
o f  the Conference Board s ta rts  a 
s tr ike , and tw o th ird s  o f the 
board ends it .

The company has announced 
th e y  w ill ca ll the w orkers back 
“ as soon as possible.”  A t  a sug­
gestion from  someone in the 
crowd the pres ident says the 
ne g o tia tin g  com m ittee w il l  set 
about es tab lish ing w ith  the com­
pany that- in the fu tu re , when we 
a ll w a lk  ou t together, we’ll  a ll go 
back together.

Somebody says, “ Yesterday the. 
p la n t was open ‘fo r  a ll who w ant 
to w o rk .’ Now the s tr ik e ’s over, 
i t ’s closed u n t il they call you.”

“ T e ll the cops to help us ge t 
In, lik e  the foremen yesterday,”  
somebody else says.

Later
I t ’s p re tty  l ig h t  now, a m urky, 

damp, bu t ra th e r be au tifu l m orn­
ing, like  sp ring tim e . The crowd 
th in s  out, b u t some hang back 
swapping s tr ike  anecdotes or 
discussing the settlem ent.

“ It was Tuesday, down at Four 
Gale. T h is  guy comes up w ith  a 
camera, and everybody wants to 
know who he is, Courier-Express, 
or News, or what. So somebody, 
the p icke t captain I guess, asks 
him and te lls  us i t ’s the Asso­
ciated Press. Then some guy in  
the line ho llers back, ‘W ho’s he 
associated w ith , the com pany?”

In  a qu ie t g roup there  is a 
shak ing  o f heads. P itts b u rg h ’s 
s t ill out, and we’re go ing back.

We rem em ber how the in te rna ­
tio n a l president, Carey, came to 
an agreem ent w ith  the company 
a t  f ir s t ,  Sunday n igh t, and the 
P ittsbu rgh  people turned i t  down.

Now  i t ’s happened again, and 
we’ve le f t  them high and d ry . We 
weren’t  down there and d idn ’t  
hear a ll the argum ents, b u t we 
don’t  like  it .  I t ’s lik e  ta b lin g  a 
m otion th a t ough t to be voted up 
o r down r ig h t  now. I t ’s like  w a lk ­
ing  ou t on the P ittsb u rg h  local.

B y ones and twos we d r i f t  
away. D r iv in g  down the Street 
In the b righ t, sunshine we look at 
the em pty gates. Those we held 
a t bay there  fo r  the la s t three 
days w il l  soon be w a lk in g  
through . A no the r day o r two, and 
the machines w ill be hum m ing, 
crash ing, c u ttin g  and pounding. 
W histles w ill b low  and w e 'll sia.nt 
o r stop w ork, eat our lunches out 
o f boxes and bags, look ahead 
w ith  a yea rn ing  fo r  q u it t in g  tim e. 
F rid a y  w ill mean payday again, 
and a good one i f  w e’ve p u t in 
the la s t Saturday. B u t there ’s a 
l i t t le  reg re t. Y ou 're  a foot, ta lle r  
on the p icke t line, and the fa c to ry  
is go ing to be a t ig h t  f i t  fo r  a 
wh ile .
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T ru m a n  D id n 't  E xp la in

In  D e tro it's  C adillac Square, fo rm er pres. H a rry  S. T rum an 
( r . )  denounced the E isenhower a d m in is tra tio n ’s a n ti - labor 
policies in  a Labor Day o ra tion . Seated a t le f t  is M ich igan Gov. 
G. Mennen (S oapy) W illia m s  (D ) .  None o f the Dem ocratic 
ora to rs  explained why the 84th Congress, which was con tro lled 
by the Democrats, has gone along step by step w ith  'th e  ad­
m in is tra t io n ’s basic policies.

Company Line Swayed 
Buffalo Westinghouse 
Local to Join Strike

BUFFALO, Sept. 15 — The nation-wide Westinghouse 
strike of the International Union of Electrical workers, 
CIO, was ended by the National Conference Board as the
resu lt o f  an agreem ent reached 
between James B. Carey, IU E  
president, R. D. B laz ie r, W est­
inghouse Labor Relations head. 
The s tr ike  was called by the Con­
ference Board in support o f 
lU E ’s em battled Local 601 in 
E a s t P ittsbu rgh .

P r io r  to  the s tr ik e  the u tm ost 
confusion reigned among the 
w o rkers  in the B u ffa lo  p lan t. 
P5ttsbu'i-gh w orkers were a lready 
on s tr ik e  because m anagem ent 
began a tim e study o f the hou rly , 
•workers. On th is  same issue the 
B u ffa lo  W estinghouse w orkers 
were recen tly  involved in a s tr ike  
s itua tion  which was squelched by 
the  local bureaucrats, and a t 
w h ich  tim e  i t  was agreed tha t 
'management could tim e  s tudy the 
B u ffa lo  workers.

The question, the re fore, buzzed 
among (he Local 1581 members 
in the B u ffa lo  p la n t: would they 
s tr ik e  to help another local tu rn  
down w ha t they, themselves, had 
already' been forced to accept ? In  
add ition , the aborted s tr ik e  s itu a ­
tion  in  B u ffa lo  le f t  many d is­
g runtled  w orkers who fe lt w ith  
considerable reason tha t they had 
been badly le t down by th e ir  
“ leaders.”  Some o f these w orkers 
were so b itte r  (ha t they openly- 
opposed jo in in g  forces in the 
precedent-m aking na tiona l s tr ik e  
to  protect a s is ter local.

The B u ffa lo  management, how ­
ever, u n in te n tio n a lly , as o ften 
happens in the class s trugg le , 
so lid ified  the w orkers. The com­
pany brazen ly called m eetings in 
the p lan t where forem en spoke to 
the w orkers, u rg in g  them to vote 
aga inst the s tr ik e  and published 
bu lle tins  a tte m p tin g  to answer 
every le a fle t published by  the 
local .union.

The company, con fiden t -that i t  
could sway the w orkers, ac tu a lly  
d id  sway them, b u t in  ju s t  the 
opposite d irec tion . They c le a rly  
drew  the class lines, and the 
w orkers then made th e ir  choice 
—  a vote o f 13 -to -l in  fa v o r o f 
s trike .

P E N T -U P  A N G E R
The local leadership, forced to 

call a membership m eeting fo r  
o rgan iza tiona l purposes, heard 
the pent-up anger o f the members 
explode in  c r it ic is m  o f the local 
leaders. A  m otion was passed to 
use the s tr ike  vote la te r i f  thb 
s tr ike  did not take place.

A ve ry  s ig n if ic a n t m otion was 
unanim ously adopted ca llin g  fo r  
“ an end to secret nego tia tions”  
in  p ro tes t against Carey fo r  
secre tly  m eeting w ith  B lazier.

The next m orn ing  the s tr ik e  
was on, much to  the surprise o f 
the local leaders. The w orkers  
gave a - good account o f them ­
selves on the p icke t line. (Seé 
D ia ry  o f a S tr ik e r on th is  page.)

The s tr ik e  m ost ce rta in ly  derari 
onstra ted the w ill and the a b il i ty  
o f the w orkers to s trugg le  aga ins t 
one o f the richest corpora tions in  
the w orld . No m a tte r how thé 
bureaucrats t r y  to s t if le  the  
s trugg le  and w a te r i t  down, the 
very fa c t that a s tr ik e  in vo lv in g  
44,000 w orkers in 28 plants across 
the coun try  took place a t a ll, is 
eloquent testim ony tha t the labor 
bureaucrats in  fea r fo r  th e ir  
positions, were forced to capi­
tu la te  lo the pressure o-f the  
workers and lead —  i f  on ly  fo r  a 
few  days — a nation-w ide s trike , 
f i r s t  o f its  k ind aga inst th is  
company.

PITTSBURGH STRIKERS 
"SOLD DOWN THE RIVER”

By John Black
PITTSBURGH, Sept. 15 — “ We have been sold clown 

the river.”  These words, hurled by a member of the Ex­
ecutive Board of Local 601 of the International Union of
mass m eeting in E ast P ittsbu rgh - 
represented the fe e lin g  o f the 
W estinghouse w orkers.

The s tr ik e  is over. The com­
pany has won the tem porary  
r ig h t to continue the tim e-s tudy , 
speed-up p ro je c t which had led 
to the A ug. 8 w a lkou t. James B. 
Carey, IUE-CTO president, s ign ­
ed an agreem ent w ith  the com­
pany, 72 hours a fte r, the s tr ike  
had been extended to the whole 
W estinghouse chain. W ith  th is  
agreem ent a ll bu t Local 601 re ­
turned to w ork.

Local 601, la rge s t o f a ll the 
W estinghouse Locals w ith  over 
9,500 w orkers, stuck i t  out fo r  
another 16 hours and a t a s to rm y 
and b it te r  m eeting, a t which the 
name o f Carey was booed loud ly 
and repeatedly, decided to jo in  
in the re trea t.

W estinghouse w orkers  here 
fee l betrayed by Carey. They 
know th a t Carey had signed an 
unsa tis fac to ry  agreem ent w ith
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the com pany the. a fte rnoon  be­
fo re  the s tr ik e  spread to  the 
W estinghouse chain and th a t the  
Conference Board then re jected 
i t  and w en t ahead w ith  the  
s trike .

A f te r  72 hours Carey signed 
the same agreem ent w ith  the  
company and th is  tim e  forced a 
m a jo r ity  vote o f the Conference 
Board fo r  the re tu rn  to  w ork . 
Local 601 was le f t  ou t alone in  
its  defiance o f the W estinghouse 
E le c tr ic  Corpora tion .

W ith  Carey leav ing  them  in  
the lu rch , the w o rkers  in  Local 
601 could no t see any chance o f 
beating the com pany a t th is  
tim e. The agreem ent w h ich  
Carey forced on the  s tr ik in g  
w orkers gives the com pany the 
r ig h t  to continue w ith  its  tim e - 
study p ro je c t fo r  the tim e being. 
However, the  Com pany has 
agreed to include the problem  o f 
tim e  studies on the agenda o f 
the con tract nego tia tions now 
go ing  on between the IU E  and 
the W estinghouse C orpora tion .

The company has ha iled the 
end o f the s tr ik e  as a v ind ica ­
tion  o f its  r ig h t  to  “ m anage the 
p lan t.”  In  the m eantim e Loca l 
601 has been subjected to  S 
fierce a ttack  in the boss press 
and by the labor-backed Repub­
lican Rep. James F u lton  who 
announced tha t he w il l  press fo r  
an in ves tig a tion  o f the leader­
ship o f Local 601,


