
Anger o f Negro 
Community High 
A t Till Lynching

By Claude De Bruce
CHICAGO, Sept. 10 — According to the Chicago 

Defender, a Negro weekly, approximately 250,000 people 
viewed the body of Emmett Louis Till as it lay in state
fo r  fo u r  days over the Labor® -------------------------------------------------------
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Day week-end.
On A ugust 28 E m m ett T il l ,  a 

Negro youth aged 14, was k id ­
naped and m urdered in Money, 
Miss. H is crim e —  he is sup­
posed to have w h istled  a t a 
w h ite  woman.

T il l  lived in Chicago w ith  his 
m other, M rs. M am ie B radley. 
H is fa th e r, a G. I. fo r  sifc and a 
h a lf years, was k illed  in action 
d u rin g  W orld  W ar I I .  Young 
T il l  was sent to M ississipp i to 
v is i t  his uncle, Moses W r ig h t as 
p a rt o f his sum m er vacation. 
W r ig h t is a 64-year-old tenant 
fa rm e r and m in is te r.

N IG H T  OF TERRO R
The n ig h t o f te r ro r  began 

when three w h ite  men forced 
th e ir  way in to  the home o f 
Moses W rig h t, dragged the 
youth fro m  his bed, in to  a car 
■and drove away. The k idnap ing  
was reported to the au thorities . 
A few  days la te r a nude, badly 
beaten and m u tila ted  body was 
found flo a tin g  in the Tallahasse 
r iv e r.

The body s t i l l  had a 100-pound 
w e igh t tied around the neck 
w ith  barbed w ire. Moses W rig h t 
id e n tifie d  the body as th a t of 
his nephew, E m m ett T il l ,  and 

.no tified  M rs. B radley.
A n a ttem pt was made lo  get 

r id  o f (he body by bu ry in g  i t  in 
a shallow tw o-foo t grave in  M is ­
sissippi. I t  was fo iled  by the 
in te rven tion  of M rs. Bradley, 
who stated she wanted her son 
to  have a decent bu ria l. A r ­
rangem ents were then made to 
ship the body to Chicago.

In  Chicago the body was m et 
a t Union S tation by the g r ie v in g  
m other and many friends. I t  was 
taken fro m  the tra in  and tra n s ­
ferred to a w a it in g  hearse.

A t f i r s t  i t  was said the body 
looked too shocking fo r  the 
casket to be opened fo r  viewers. 
B u t M rs. B rad ley insisted th a t 
i t  be opened. “ 1 w an t the w orld  
to  sec w hat they did to m y boy,”  
she said. The casket was open­
ed. In  reaction to the s ig h t of 
the troy’s body,- thousands - wept, 
hundreds fa in ted , m any became 
hyste rica l.

T E N S IO N  IS H IG H
Tension here began to reach 

a h igh pitch, to such a degree 
th a t it  seemed to en gu lf the 
en tire  c ity . The Negro people 
are aroused by the a troc ities  
com m itted aga inst them  recent­
ly  such as the m urders o f Rev. 
George Lee and La m ar Sm ith, 
also in  M iss iss ipp i. Th is pent-up

resentm ent reached a h igh po in t 
w ith  the m urder o f E m m ett 
Louis T ill.

I t  has been the subject fo r  
conversation on public convey­
ances, s treet corners, taverns 
and wherever people gather.

M rs . B rad ley has tu rned the 
case over to the N a tiona l Asso­
c ia tion  fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Colored People. Sparked by the 
f ig h t in g  s p ir it  o f the Negro 
people, the N A A C P  is p lanning 
an a ll-ou t f ig h t.

A n a ll-w h ite  grand ju ry  re­
cen tly  indicted tw fl w h ite  men, 
Roy B ryan t and J. W . M ilan , 
fo r  the k idnap ing  and m urder. 
The m axim um  penalty is death.

Gerald Chatham , state prose­
cu to r fo r  Hernando County, 
Miss., sen t' a te legram  asking 
M rs. B rad ley to appear. He 
promises her ‘ ‘any reasonable 
p ro tection  she m ay fee l tha t she 
needs.”

The Hernando prosecutor add­
ed: “ I  w i l l  te ll he r th a t I th in k  
i t  is im p o rta n t to the sta te ’s 
case th a t she appear and certa in  
evidence she can g ive would be 
ve ry  im p o rta n t.”

M rs. B rad ley's a tto rney, W illia m  
H. H u ff  released a copy o f a 
le tte r he m ailed to the  M iss is­
sipp i prosecutor F r id a y  in  which 
he said: “ . . . in  the event o f a 
fo rm a tio n  o f r io t  p ropo rtion , no 
tw o  or three deputies w ill be 
able to pro tect th is ' woman ar.d 
her re la tives.”

In  the le tte r  H u ff  suggested 
th a t Chatham subpoena M rs. 
B rad ley as a s ta te ’s w itness be­
cause state witnesses “ . . . are 
en titled  to the fu lle s t measure. 
Of p ro tection .”

The t r ia l w i l l  open September 
19th.

In Chicago the N A A C P  and 
its  youth group are o rgan iz ing  
le tte r cam paigns to  the P res i­
dent and to local o ff ic ia ls , and 
also protest meetings.
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G rie v in g  M other M ourns L ynch  V ic tim

Eighteen! states have passed 
“ r ig h tn to -w o rk ”  law s supposedly 
g ra n tin g  w o rk e rs “ freedom  fro m  
d isc rim in a tio n ’’ in  h ir in g . Y e t not 
one o f these states has passed a 
F a ir  E m ploym ent Practices law. 
O f the 10 states th a t have F E P  
laws not one has approved a 
“ r :-h t- to -w o rk ”  law.

Mrs. Mam ie R. Bradley weeps as the body o f  her sla in son, Em m ett Louis T il l ,  14, a rrives in 
Chicago from  M ississipp i. The boy was kidnaped and lynched a fte r  a llegedly w h is tlin g  at a 
w h ite  woman.

“MOROCCO FOR THE MOROCCANS !” 
SHOUT DRAFTEES IN FRENCH CORPS

By George Lavan
Shouting “ Morocco fo r  the 

Moroccans,”  some 400 French 
reservists, called back in to  Lhe 
French A ir  Force fo r  service in 
Morocco, ba ttled  m il ita ry  police 
and gendarmes fo r  several hours 
a t one o f P aris ’ p rinc ip a l r a i l­
road stations.

The ba ttle , dem onstra ting  the 
un po pu la rity  o f French im p e ria l­
ism ’s w a r aga inst the indepen­
dence movem ent in Morocco, took 
place on September 11 a t the 
Gare de Lyon. When the draftees, 
who have completed th e ir  service 
and have now been called up from  
c iv ilia n  life , refused to board the 
special troop  tra in  o f 13 cars 
drawn up in the sta tion, m il ita ry  
police tr ie d  to  p u t them aboard 
by  ‘ force. T is t  f ig h ts  Broker obit 
and the u n w illin g  soldiers had the 
best o f i t .

C iv ilia n  police were called in 
to c lear the s ta tio n  p la tfo rm  o f 
c iv ilia n  onlookers Who were ex-

A t S ecu rity  Probe

Powers Jockey on Eve 
Of New Geneva Parley

Bv Joseph Hansen
The announcement at Geneva Sept. 10 by Chinese 

delegate Wang Ping-nan that the last American prisoners 
held in China were to be released brings to a close the 
stage in d ip lom atic  jockey ing  be -®  
tween W ashington and Peking 
th a t began when the E isenhower 
adm in is tra tion  decided to agree 
to a cease-fire in Indochina.

M rs. Beatrice M. Campbell 
( to p ), a re instated Veterans A d­
m in is tra tio n  employe, appears 
at a Senate subcommittee in ­
vestigation o f the governm ent’s 
security  program . She to ld  of 
her four-m onth  suspension on 
grounds that she had joined a 
book club lis ted as subversive. 
Abraham  Chasanow (bo tto m ), 
re instated N avy employe, told 
o f his 13-month ordeal under 
f ire  on charges by neighbors 
which turned out to be ground­
less.

I t  is an obvious e f fo r t  by the 
M.ao regim e to clear the decks as 
much as possible fo r  the b ig- 
power conference scheduled fo r  the 
last pa rt o f October. The piece­
meal release o f prisoners, s tre tch ­
ed over 14 sessions w ith  U.S. 
delegate U ra l A lex is  Johnson, 
provided a convenient cover fo r  
secret discussions th a t undoubted­
ly  covered fa r  more v ita l issues.

W ith  the release o f the las t 
Am erican prisoners, U N  head 
Dag Hanum arskjold issued a 
sta tem ent rev iew ing the nego tia ­
tions that, began w ith  his t r ip  to 
Peking las t December. In  passing 
he revealed th a t he has been in 
com m unication ever since w ith  
Chou E n-la i, M in is te r fo r  Fore ign 
A ffa irs  o f the People’s Republic 
o f China, the correspondence 
being conducted through the 
Swedish Embassy in Peking. This 
is a good indica ition o f the 
readiness o f the U n ited  N ations, 
so fa r  as the m a jo r ity  is con­
cerned, to accept the Mao regim e 
as the o ff ic ia l governm ent o f 
China.

A D E N A U E R  IN  MOSCOW
As the Geneva negotia tions be­

tween W ang and Johnson reached 
th e ir  c lim ax, another piece was 
moved across the diplomatic- 
chessboard. Adenauer, bead o f 
W est Germ any, f le w  to Moscow 
fo r  a conference w ith  Soviet o f­
fic ia ls.

The parley started o f f  w ith  a 
sharp exchange between Adenauer 
and his hosts. Adenauer charged 
th a t 100.000 prisoners o f w a r are 
s t i l l  held in the Soviet Union. 
B u lgan in  said that» i t  was only 
10,000 and they were a ll w ar 

crim ina ls . Adenaupr acknowledged 
th a t the N azis had com m itted 
atrocities, in  the Soviet Union bu t 
said th a t Soviet troops in  Ger­
m any were likew ise  g u ilty  o f 
“ ce rta in  acts.”

K h rus ’licthev called the statem ent

‘o ffens ive ,”  and said, “ Who is to 
blame 7 We d idn ’t  cross the border. 
I t  was no t we who sta rted  the 
w a r.”

A f te r  th is  grandstand p lay  the 
two sides go t down to discussing 
such issues as the un ifica tio n  o f 
Germany and the resum ption o f 
norm al re la tions.

M ost observers th in k  th a t l i t t le  
w ill come o f these discussions in 
the im m ediate sense. L ike  the 
negotiations w ith  China a t Geneva 
they m ust be judged  as p re lim i­
nary to the conference in October.

In  th is  respect, w h a t was im ­
p o rta n t was th a t  W est Germany 
and the Soviet Union, by the very 
fa c t o f th is  m eeting, have began 
the process o f estab lish ing some 
k ind o f fo rm a l re la tions. As 
Adenauer p u t it ,  th is  was “ the 
f i r s t  contact between Germany 
and the Soviet U n ion .”

T H E  O CTOBER C O N FE R E N C E
W hatever else t.he negotiations 

between W ang and Johnson at 
Geneva and between Adenauer 
and Khrushchev &  Co. a t Moscow 
m ay produce, m ain in te res t is now 
s h ift in g  to  the pro jected con­
ference a t Geneva in  October.

There i t  w il l be a question of 
the specific concessions both sides 
may make in th e ir  e ffo rts  to open 
up a period o f “ peaceful co­
existence.”  The bourgeois pund it 
W a lte r L ippm ann puts a move 
accurate label on i t  when he calls 
i t  a “ m il ita ry  s t a l e m a t e . ”  
(Colum n o f Aug. 17.) As he 
declares, “ i t  is no t fo r  the tim e 
being a v ita l in te res t o f any o f 
the g re a t powers to change the 
status quo.”

How* fa r  the Chinese and 
Russian S ta lin is ts  w ill go in m ak­
in g  concessions rem ains to  be 
seen. M ost o f the apparent con­
cessions, i t  would appear, w ill 
have to  come from  the side o f 
W ashington which is c u rre n tly  
in the w o rs t d ip lom atic  position. 
In the eyes o f most o f the world , 
the U.S. is considered to he the 
aggressor, the power c learly  

(Continued on page 3)

pressing s o lid a rity  w ith  the 
troops. The reserv is ts  shouted, 
“ We don’t  w an t to go " and “ The 
c iv ilians  are w ith  us.”

C O U LD N ’T  M O VE T R A IN
When a fte r  two and a h a lf 

hours the. re in forced m il ita ry  
police succeeded in fo rc in g  the a ir  
force reservists on the tra in  and 
the tra in  had started , the  men 
pulled the emergency cords stop-, 
p in g  i t  a fte r  i t  had trave lle d  only 
a few  yards.

Unable to do an y th ing  more, 
the au tho ritie s  had the men get 
o f f  the tra in  and board the trucks 
in which they had arrived  at 
ihe sta tion. They were then taken 
back to the a ir base at V il- 
lacoublay south o f Paris.

I t  has been an open secret tha t 
Y liF  W ar a-g« InsT the  Storoccan 
people has l i t t le  po p u la rity  amorig 
the mass o f the F rench people. 
T h is  opposition rem ained s ilen t 
fo r  the m ost p a r t  u n t il the gov­
ernm ent started ca llin g  up reserv­
ists fo r  du ty in the seething 
colony.

Then the French press could no 
longer conceal the hatred o f the 
people fo r  th is  w ar. They began 
to liken i t  to w hat was popu la rly  
called the “ d ir ty  w a r”  o f Fi-ench 
im peria lism  aga inst the freedom - 
seeking people o f V ie tnam . The 
dem onstra tion o f the • French 
reservists- a t the Gare de Lyon 
ra ilroad  s ta tion  and th e ir  shouts 
o f “ Morocco fo r  the Moroccans,”  
shows the a n ti-im pe ria lism  o f the 
French masses. F o r these airm en 
represent a cross section o f the 
French people.

f t  was undoubtedly because of 
the w e ll-know n hatred o f the 
French people fo r  the w ar aga inst 
the Moroccans that, the govern­
m ent decided no t to punish any 
o f the  dem onstra ting  reservists. 
They were broken up in to  sm all 
groups and flow n  to Morocco d u r­
ing  the fo llo w in g  days. No court- 
m a rtia l a ttem pts were made.

“ A F E W  H O T H E A D S ”
The French M in is try  o f N a­

tiona l Defense issued a s ta te ­
ment saying th a t such “ incidents 
. . . were the resu lt o f several 
reg re ttab le  e rro rs ”  and had been 
caused by “ a few  hotheads and

deranged m inds,”  and there fore  
“ in  no way had the character o f 
a m u tin y  o r revo lt.”

In  Morocco the s itua tion  s t i l l  
remained unresolved. P rem ier 
Paure’s prom ise th a t a new “ rep­
resenta tive”  governm ent f o r  
Morocco would be form ed and the 
hated puppet S u ltan  ben Anafa 
would leave the th rone by Sept. 
12 rem ains u n fu lf il le d .

Morocco’s m a jo r c ities had the 
appearance o f armed camps. Con­
s ta n tly  re in forced French troops 
stood guard throughout the 
Moroccan d is tr ic ts  and shan ty ­
towns w ith  th e ir guns on the 
ready. A rm ed pa tro ls , roadblocks, 
trave l res tric tions, r ig id  curfew  
and dragnet searches fo r  na­
tiona lis ts  were designed to  fru s - 
fejate another general s tr ik e  or 
dem onstration by the Is t lq la l ( I n ­
dependence) P a rty .

French w a r planes showered 
thousands o f lea fle ts  in A ra b ic  on 
the th ree  m a jo r c ities o f the 
country. They read: “ W arn ing . 
Pay no a tten tion  to ag ita to rs . 
A g ita to rs  are in v it in g  y o u ' to 
s trike  and are seeking to fom ent 
trouble. You m ust know th a t the 
secu rity  forces are under orders 
to quell any attem pted r io t  and 
to shoot i f  necessary.”

S T R E E T  M ASSAC R E
On Sept. 8 in the Moroccan 

section of- Casablanca a grenade 
was throw n ¡nito a p a tro l wagon 
in ju r in g  a num ber o f police de­
pa rtm ent members. A  police jeep 
was fo llo w in g  the pa tro l wagon. 
I t  im m edia te ly  stopped and police 
in i t  began spray ing  the crowded 
s tree t w ith  machine gun fire , 
k il l in g  and w ounding a la rge 
number o f Moroccan men, women 
and ch ildren. The s la ug h te r con­
cluded w ith  the  a rre s t o f an un­
disclosed num ber o f Moroccans.

In  A lg e ria , where g u e rr illa  
w a rfa re  continue«, an “ und is­
closed num ber”  of unarm ed A lg e ­
rian  workm en were k illed  and 
wounded by French residents. A c ­
cord ing to  an eyewitness quoted 
in the Sept. 10 New Y o rk  Times, 
the v ic tim s  were na tive  w orkers 
w ith  upraised hands; i t  wasn't 
clear w hether the shots were 
“ fro m  the  guns o f police or 
c iv ilians  o r bo th.”

Longshoremen 
Defy Courts in 
Showdown Fight
Westinghouse 
Strike Hits 
Speed-Up

By John Black
P ITT S B U R G H , Sept. 12 —  A t 

one m inute a fte r  m idn igh t today 
44,000 W estinghouse w orkers in 
28 plants th roughou t the country 
walked ou t on s tr ike  in support of 
the 2,200 day workers at the East 
P ittsbu rgh  p lan t o f the W esting­
house Corpora tion who have been 
on s tr ik e  against a company speed­
up, jo b -e lim in a tin g , t i me - s t u d y  
pro ject since Aug. 7.

P icket lines appeared a t • a ll 
p lan ts  under con tract w ith  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Un ion o f E lec trica l 
W orkers, CIO, in spite o f an 
agreem ent reached before the 
s tr ike  deadline between James B. 
Carey, president o f the union and 
R. D. B lasier, vice president in 
charge o f in du s tria l re la tions fo r  
W estinghouse.

The executive board o f Ure E ast 
P ittsbu rgh  Local 601 m et fo r  
hours a fte r  the agreem ent was 
announced bu t refused to ra t ify  
it .  Carey explained th a t “ in  
fu r th e r  discussion necessitated by 
questions raised by the executive 
board o f Local 601, the company 
representatives —  w h ile  not d is ­
agree ing w ith  my in te rp re ta tio n  
—  refused to a ff irm  i t  in  w r i t ­
in g .”

S ix W estinghouse p lan ts  in 
-three sta tes-rinva lv ing about 16,- 
000 w orkers “ jum ped the gun”  
and w ent on s tr ik e  before -the 
negotia tions were completed.

HOW  S T R IK E  S T A R T E D
O rig in a lly  the s tr ike  broke out 

when the day w orkers a t the East 
P ittsb u rg h  p la n t walked ou t in 
pro test against a company con­
tra c t v io la tion . Day w orkers ob­
jected to the appearance o f tim e 
study experts w ith  stopwatches 
on jobs tha t did not conte under 
any incentive o r piece w ork  p ro v i­
sions o f the contract. M ost o f the 
workers who trigg e re d  the w a lk ­
out were service employes.

On Aug. 8 a t a-mass m eeting of 
Local 601, a vote in support of 
the s tr ik e  was carried overw helm ­
in g ly . The com pany-w ide s tr ik e  
vote in support o f Local 601 also 
was canned by a la rge  m a jo rity .

The m ilita n cy  o f the w orkers in 
res is ting  the company can best 
be understood aga inst the back­
ground o f chronic unem ploym ent 
in  the P ittsbu rgh  area. The w o rk ­
ers knew th a t  the tim e study was 
a prelude to a la y  o f f  and a 
subsequent speed up fo r  the 
rem a in ing  workers.

A ccord ing to  a September 
report o f the Federal Reserve 
Bank o f Philadelph ia, cu rren t em­
ploym ent in  Pennsylvania is 10% 
below the 1953 levels. P ittsbu rgh  
is the second hardest h it c ity  in 
the state w ith  overa ll c ity  em ­
ploym ent down 6.1%

Rank and File Spread 
Strike in Struggle to 
End Gestapo on Docks

By James O’Hara
NEW  YORK, Sept. 13 —  The independent Interna­

tional Longshoremen’s Association called out all its locals 
on the Eastern Seabord, the Gulf and Inland waters for a
general s tr ik e  in  a showdown®---------------------------------- ---------------------
f ig h t  w ith  the hated an ti- la bo r 
police agency, the B i-S ta te  
W a te rfro n t Commission.

The IL A  a ff il ia te s  “ pulled the 
p in ”  in  sym pathy w ith  th e ir  
b ro thers on the  New  Y o rk  and 
New Jersey docks who had a l­
ready closed down the port. 
Canadian longshoremen are fo r ­
bidden by law  to  jo in  sym pathy 
s trikes  bu t even there union nren 
made i t  c lear th a t they would 
not handle “ ho t”  cargo d iverted 
fro m  U nited States ports.

T h is  s tr ik e  is in every sense 
a showdown s t r u g g l e .  F o r 
months now there have been in ­
creasing signs o f resentm ent 
aga inst the police agency among 
the rank and f i le  o f the IL A . 
The storm  broke several weeks 
ago when dockers o f the Grace 
L ine p ie r walked o f f  a f te r  
le a rn in g  th a t one o f th e ir  union 
bro thers was barred fro m  the 
p ie r because he had once “ served 
tim e.”

A t  tha t_  tim e  the tem per of 
the men on the f r o n t  was d ra ­
m a tica lly  dem onstrated by the 
quick response o f o ther p iers 
to P ie r 57’s call fo r  action. I t

took a ll the persuasive powers 
o f the IL A  leaders' to ge t the 
men back to w o rk . The c linch ­
in g  a rgum ent was the prom ise 
o f Captain B rad ley to o f f ic ia lly  
lead a s tr ik e  in tw o  weeks i f  
h is e ffo r ts  to f in d  a w ay ou t 
fa iled .

H A D  TO GO A LO N G  
H is  e ffo r ts  did fa i l  and the 

exAugboat sk ippe r had no re ­
course bu t to go along w ith  the 
pow erfu l sen tim ent o f the union 
ranks. T h is  exp la ins in p a r t the 
defiance by the union leadership 
o f the legal measures th a t are 
being invoked aga inst the union 
and themselves personally.

Two judges have issued in ­
junctions aga inst the union 
c a rry in g  s t i f f  penalties, bu t they 
have had no e ffec t. 'B radley, 
when in fo rm ed th a t he faces a 
ja i l  sentence fo r  con tem pt o f 
court, to ld  reporte rs  th a t w h ile  
he did not re lish  the th o u g h t o f 
go ing to ja i l ,  s itua tions  some­
tim e  arose in w h ich  a man had 
to “ stand up and be counted.”  

Th is obviously was such a 
(Continued on page 2)

Coffee B reak on P icke t L ine

Pickets take a coffee break as they parade in  fro n t o f the. 
s truck Bendix rad io d iv is ion  in B a ltim ore . M ore than 23,000 
employes at f ive  p lan ts  went out on s tr ik e  before the company 
settled w ith  the CIO  U nited A u to  W orkers.

Ford Robs Farmers and Blames Unions
By Myra Tanner

The Ford M oto r Company re ­
cently announced price increases 
in fa rm  m achinery ran g ing  from  
$60 to $165. There was no th ing 
unusual in  th is  fo r  qu ite  a few 
in d u s tr ia lis ts  have been gouging 
the public, w ith  a rb itra ry  price 
hikes. But Ford, fo llo w in g  the 
example o f the steel magnates, 
tr ied  to pass the blame fo r  rob­
bing the fa rm ers  on to the 
workers. I t  came up wi t h the 
bald-faced lie tha t increased la ­
bor costs necessitated the price 
increase.

The CIO A uto  W orkers reacted 
wi t h  ju s tif ie d  rage a t th is  com­
pound crim e o f the  Ford M o to r 
Company. In  a press release, 
Sept. 7, Secretary - T reasurer 
E m il M azcy reported th a t “ the 
U A W -C IO  has asked a com­
m ittee  o f Congress to b rin g  the 
leaders o f these industries  (F ord , 
steel, etc.) before i t  and requ ire  
them  to  la y  out the fac ts  and 
figu res  w ith  respect to  th e ir  
wages, prices and p ro fits . The 
claim  thait wages are fo rc in g  
prices up should be denounced

fo r  the fra u d  th a t i t  is and ex­
posed to the fu l l  force o f public 
op in ion.”

The F ord  M o to r Company 
“ com plete ly conceals the f in a n ­
c ia l fac ts  o f its  operations.”  B u t, 
M azey_ po in ts out, Ford  execu­
tives have claimed th a t company 
costs are as low as any in the 
in du s try . General M otors, which 
sells cars a t the same price 
level as Ford rakes in a lush | 
p ro f it  o f $1.34 fo r  every $1 i t  j 
pays in  wages.

T h is o f course is on ly  the 
pu b lic ly  acknowledged p ro f it  I 
fig u re . A  good p a rt o f the  rea l 
p ro f i t  is hidden in cap ita l de­
precia tion, expansion and execu­
tiv e  salaries.

When the United Stales Steel 
C orporation jacked up its  prices 
by S7.50 a Ion, it collected 
S1.97 from  customers fo r  every 
SI tha t was added to the pay­
ro ll. T h is  p ro fit-h ik e  was snatch­
ed on top o f already bloated 
p ro fits .

U . S. Steel was m aking a 
p ro f i t  o f $12 a ton in  1948. I t  
scooped up a p ro f i t  o f $24 a 
ton out o f the Korean w a r in 
1951, and before the recent wage

increase o f the steel w orkers, i t  
was m aking  $30 a ton in p ro fit .

“ S C A N D A LO U S ”
The U A W  calls th is  “ scanda­

lous p ro fite e rin g .”  Percent wage 
increases cannot begin to com ­
pare w ith  skyrocke ting  p ro fits .

Life Can Be 
Beautiful

The W a ll S treet Journal, 
Aug. 30, g lo w in g ly  reported 
the life  o f one anonymous m ul­
t im illio n a ire  who likes to  spend 
his money on priva te  planes, 
Cadillacs, boats and, since he’s 
not a snob —  bro iled ham burg­
ers. M u ltim illio n a ire  F. is 
“ coo l" to m aking more p ro fits , 
reports  the Journa l, but it 
keeps p ilin g  up anyway. F ’s 
income is p r im a rily  in the form  
o f dividends which come to him 
in the form  o f checks,.tha t 
a rrive  fo u r.tim e s  a year. Each 
check is fo r  about $300,000. 
L ike  the magic po rridge pot, 
F. says his income grows 
“ au tom atica lly .”

Yet steel and auto a r t  not. p a r­
tic ip a tin g  alone in the b iggest 
p ro fit-g ra b  th is  coun try  has 
seen.

S y lv ia  P o rte r, N. Y. Post col­
um n ist, reported Sept. 9 con­
versations w ith  fo u r n a tion a lly  
known businessmen. The treas­
u re r o f a large m an u fac tu ring  
company said: “ I'm  almost, em­
barrassed to te ll you how much 
we’ve already made th is  quar­
te r .”

The head o f a m a jo r re ta il 
store said, “ A record ? W hat 
else? W e’ ll set dozens o f them 
in sales, in gross, in net.”

The cha irm an o f a b ig  bank: 
“ I f  we stopped r ig h t now and 
d idn 't earn another cent fo r  the 
rest o f the year, w e’d s t i l l  come 
ou t w ay  ahead o f 1954. W e’ve 
never had a year like  th is .”

L ike  crim ina ls , those who c<»n- 
fess the big  “ take,”  like  to keep 
th e ir  names secret lest the w o rk ­
ers who arc producing these ex- j  
o rb itan t p ro fits , take the notion 
o f dem anding more fo r  th e ir  j 
labor.

W h ile  the m onopoly cap ita lis ts  i 
are scooping up the p ro fits  w ith  
steam shovels, the ra te  o f bank-1

ru p tcy  o f sm all business is pe r­
s is ten tly  high.

The pligh t: o f the sm all* fa rm ­
ers is equa lly serious. F a rm  in ­
come has s tead ily  declined over 
recent years. The governm ent’s 
price - support p rogram  keeps 
fa rm  prices jacked up fo r  the 
jonsum cr, but. it. doesn’t do the 
sm all fa rm e r much good. In  o r­
der to q u a lify  fo r  governm ent 
help, the fa rm e r has to  re s tr ic t 
his p la n tin g . B ig  fa rm  o u tfits  
can do th is , but the sm all fa rm ­
e r needs every acre in  o rder to  
make ends meet.

B u t Ford, U. S. Steel and 
o ther in d u s tr ia lis ts  have an in ­
satiable th ir s t  fo r  p ro fits  and 
power. The m ore they get, ‘the 
more the y  want.

The U A W  demand that  the 
tru th  about th is  wholesale th ie v ­
e ry  be established by congress­
ional inves tiga tion  is a good one. 
But th is  demand, like  many 
another the union has made, w ill 
probably be .filed by the Demo­
c ra tic  “ friends  o f labo r”  under 
the heading: “ Possible Speeches 
in  E lection Cam paign. (C a u tio n : 
Not to  be used fo r  leg is la tive  
ac tio n .)”
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Why the Shortage 
Of Scientists ?

---------------------- By Robert Chester ----------------------

The recent International Conference on Peaceful Uses 
of Atomic Energy at Geneva opened a new era in science. 
As discussed previously in this column the world race for 
suprem acy in  atom power has
begom. M any “ have - no t ’ coun­
tr ie s  are con tra c ting  fo r  th e ir  
f i r s t  experim enta l reactors and 
are sending students to the 
U n ited  S tates, the Soviet Union 
o r G reat B r ita in  fo r  tra in in g  in 
th is  h ig h ly  specialized fie ld .

Suddenly a new and unexpect­
ed obstacle th ru s t its e lf  upon 
the governm ent o ff ic ia ls  —  the 
cris is  in education. The h igh ly  
complex and varied app lica tion  
o f atom ic energy, rad ioactive 
isotopes and o ther rad ioactive 
m a te ria ls  in in du s try , medicine 
and b io logy requires a new 
a rm y  o f scientists and engineers.

The coun try  th a t makes the 
m ost rap id  advances in research 
and tra in s  the la rges t cadre o f 
scientists and engineers gains an 
enormous advantage in the 
atom ic race. Thus, in  a certa in  
sense the atom ic race narrow s 
in to  a com petition  o f systems, 
o f education.

I t  is in  the fie ld  o f education 
th a t the U n ited  States find s  i t ­
se lf in  a w oefu l state. Upon his 
re tu rn , Aug. 23, fro m  Geneva, 
C hairm an Lew is L . S trauss o f 
the A tom ic  E ne rgy  Commission 
held a conference w ith  the p res i­
dent and then opened a cam­
pa ign to t r y  to re c t ify  the s itua ­
tion . He warned th a t the U . S. 
was in  danger o f los ing  its  
supremacy in  science due to  its  
in a b ility  to tu rn  out enough 
physic ists, chemists, engineers 
and technicians. M eanwhile the 
Soviet Union is ra p id ly  increas­
in g  its  ou tpu t in these same 
fie lds .

C H IL L IN G  FAC TS
The facts  revealed in  the 

week fo llo w in g  h is re tu rn  show­
ed th a t S trauss had stated the 
case m ild ly . Educators have 
been expressing a la rm  fo r  some 
tim e  b u t th e ir  cries were lost 
in  t ile  w ilderness o f cold - w a r 
po litics . A  recent re p o rt by the 
Science Teaching Im provem ent 
P rogram  presented some c h illin g  
facts.

W h ile  h igh  school enro llm ents 
climbed each year, the p ropo r­
tio n  o f college graduates q u a li­
f ie d  to  teach h igh school science 
and m athem atics declined 51 
percent since 1950. I t  presented 
the astounding news th a t last 
June only 249 qua lified  men and 
women were graduated to teach 
these courses. Since on the av­
erage h a lf o f them go in to  
more lu c ra tive  jobs in  indus try  
i t  leaves about 125 science and 
m athem atics teachers to supply 
the 25,000 h igh schools in the 
cou n try !

The shortages extend in to  the 
colleges too. The num ber o f s tu ­
dents who go in to  research w’ork 
in physics and m athem atics is 
fa r  too sm all to answer tne 
need. A lm o s t a ll the m a jo r co r­
porations re p o rt shortages in 
th e ir  research s ta ffs . The m a­
jo r i t y  o f ads in  technical m aga­
zines are designed to  lu re  the 
new scientists. A  qu a lified  g ra d ­
uate has the unusual op p o rtu n ity  
to  choose a job fro m  a l is t  o f 
g low ing  o ffe rs . A nd  ye t C h a ir­
man Strauss declares “ scholar­
ships in th is  f ie ld  are go ing 
begg ing ."

W ha t is w rong? V arious gov­
ernm ent and p riva te  agencies 
have made exhaustive studies 
and come up w ith  the fo llo w in g  
inadequate answers. (1) The 
shortage o f qua lified  h igh  school 
teachers lias cu rta ile d  the supply 
o f  science students, w h ile  th ru s t­
in g  unqua lified  teachers in to  the 
gap has tended to drive  away 
thousands o f po ten tia l scientists. 
(2 ) Low  salaries in  education 
has driven m any qu a lified  teach­
ers in to  m ore lu c ra tive  jobs in  
in d u s try . (3 ) Students tend to 
shy aw ay fro m  the “ ha rd ”  
courses o f m athem atics and 
science. (4) Lack o f in te res t by 
scientists themselves to act as 
counsellors and th e ir  fa ilu re  to

make • the fie ld  o f education 
m ore a ttra c tiv e  has reduced the 
supply o f teachers.

“ S IL E N T  G E N E R A T IO N ”
W hile  there  is t ru th  in  a ll 

these po in ts  they obviously do 
no t h it  a t the roo t o f the prob­
lem. There are much deeper 
social causes th a t have p ro­
duced à “ s ile n t genera tion ”  
steeped in  con fo rm ity  and lack­
ing  in in it ia t iv e . The ve ry  
breadth and depth o f the vast 
general education problem  leaves 
the inves tiga to rs  helpless except 
fo r  some stopgap measures.

N ever before have students 
feared “ ha rd ”  courses o r fa iled  
to rise  to the challenge o f new 
goals to  conquer. A l l  they need­
ed was thè in sp ira tion , and an 
understand ing o f th e ir  ro le  to 
provide m ore than enough se lf­
less scientists in  a ll fie lds  o f 
endeavor.

However, in  the past the 
young scientists could flo w e r in 
an atmosphere o f free  in ves tig a ­
tion  th a t gave fu l l  p lay  to th e ir 
cu rios ity  and in it ia t iv e . T h is  is 
precisely w hat is lack ing  today. 
The whole atom ic pro ject, born 
in  dark secrecy and having as 
its  objective atom ic ann ih ila tion , 
is no source o f in sp ira tion  to 
the budding inves tiga to r.

In  the fie ld  o f education the 
re ign  o f w itch -h u n t te rro r  has 
restric ted  and te rro rized  the 
teachers. L o y a lty  oaths, in ves ti­
ga tions, and a ll the  practices 
flo w in g  fro m  them , have . c u r­
ta iled  the freedom  o f though t o f 
the teachers and driven  many 
fro m  the fie ld . The case o f P ro ­
fessor R o b e r t  Oppenheimer 
stands as a constant th re a t to 
those who would m a in ta in  the 
r ig h t  o f independent thought.

A s a resu lt, the in it ia to rs  o f 
the w itch -h u n t suddenly f in d  
themselves v ic tim s  o f it .  U n ­
doubtedly they w il l  look fo r  
every o ther possible reason to 
exp la in  the dearth  o f scientists, 
b u t they w il l  be hard p u t to 
f in d  va lid  answers.

A P P A L L E D  B Y  C R IS IS
A ppalled  by the  cris is , which 

the governm ent has fa iled  to 
meet, a num ber o f industries  
are devoting special a tten tion  to 
the problem . The N a tion a l Asso­

c ia tio n  fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Science, bolstered by  a g ra n t o f 
$300,000 fro m  the Carnegie Cor­
poration, has begun a pvogram  
to  prepare m ore teachers th rough  
awards to  supplem ent th e ir  in ­
comes, and to  provide add itiona l 
tra in in g  inducements. The Ford 
Foundation allocated $50 m il­
lions to the  same objective. 
Large corpora tions, fo llo w in g  the 
lead o f the Ford  Foundation, 
have turned to g iv i tig m illio n - 
do lla r g ran ts  tow a rd  increasing 
student scholarships. T h e ir «stat­
ed purpose is sim ple, “ I t  makes 
good business serfke.”

Y e t these a re  on ly  stopgap 
measures. A no the r h ig h ly  adver­
tised Ford  Foundation g ra n t of 
$20 m illio n  fo r  scholarships w ill 
aid on ly  about 4,000 students a 
year.' I t  is  estim ated th a t a t 
least 200,000 e lig ib le  h igh  school 
students did no t go to  college 
la s t year because o f in s u ffic ie n t 
funds. Educators ask hope fu lly  
fo r  a Federal g ra n t o f $300 m il­
lions (a  m odern a irc ra f t  ca rr ie r 
costs $200 m illio n ) buit so fa r  no 
move has been made to  answer 
th e ir  pleas.

The c ris is  in  science is  at 
bottom  the  c ris is  o f education, 
which in  tu rn  flow s from  the 
decline o f cap ita lism  and its  
w itch -hun t drive  inspired by W a ll 
S treet. A rea l so lu tion would re ­
qu ire  a new social c lim ate  based 
on a new perspective o f peace, 
secu rity  and social advancement. 
O n ly socialism  can achieve tha t. 
M eanw hile the cris is  o f educa­
tion , a m alignan t sym ptom  o f the 
c ris is  o f cap ita lism , w i l l  con­
tinue.

Now Available!
Two Pamphlets

By Leon Trotsky
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34 pages 35 cents

'1905 — Results and Perspectives'
48 pages 35 cents

Here at last are the long o u t-o f-p r in t w ritin g s  o f
T ro tsky  on the  1905 revo lu tion  in  which he f ir s t  
fo rm ula ted his theory  o f perm anent revo lu tion  eo 
im portan t fo r  an understanding o f the w orld  today.
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"Torture Schools"« Last W ord 
For Indoctrinating U.S. Troops

By Henry Git a no
“ M anufactured c ru e lty ”  is  be­

in g  adm in istered a t Stead A ir  
Force Base near Reno, Nevada, 
according to Peter W yden in  
Newsweek, Sept. 12. H is  on-the- 
spot repo rt o f the B rainwash 
school, was cleared by the Pen­
tagon.

A t  the sim ulated 38-hour in ­
te rrog a tio n  phase, a lieutenan t 
tra inee  was flooded w ith  spot­
ligh ts , his arm s stretched by- a 
bare w ire  tied  around each fo re ­
f in g e r. W henever the man be­
hind the lig h ts  fe lt  the urge, 
he’d use the l i t t le  generator, to 
le t the w ires tra n s m it f r ig h te n ­
in g  e lectric  shocks to the tra inee 
who would leap fo r  the ce iling . 
The v ic t im  a ftq r  ju m p in g  fo r  
two hours, collapsed on the f lo o r 
and cried.

There are o ther fo rm s of 
“ rea lism .”  There is, fo r  example, 
an u p r ig h t wooden box, 18 inches 
w ide and deep, ju s t  sho rt 
enough so a man is unable to 
stand up. C onfinem ent in  th is  
“ sweat box”  can b rin g  about 
tem porary  pa ra lys is  o f thè mus-

(Continued from  page 1)
tim e. The un ion ’s a tto rn ey  to ld 
the co u rt th a t the IL A  was not 
in c it in g  the men to s tr ik e  bu t 
ra th e r i t  was a case o f the 
ranks ’ re fus ing  to w ork.

“ I f  a ll these men were to be 
punished fo r  c rim in a l contempt 
they would have to bu ild  b igger 
ja ils .”  A nd th a t’s about the size 
o f it .

The s tra teg y  o f the union 
leadership has been to  get the 
governors o f  New Y ork  and New 
Jersey to  devise some face-sav­
in g  g im m ick  th a t would check 
the W a te rfro n t Commission. They 
have asked tha t a pub lic  hearing 
be held Sept. 27 on the  a c t iv i­
ties o f the Commission. These 
requests have been refused up 
to now. Both governors say they 
w ill back the Commission.

B R O K E N  PRO M ISES
D u rin g  la s t yea r’s election 

cam paign both governors p rom ­
ised to do som eth ing about the 
Com m ission’s “ a n ti- la b o r a t t i ­
tude.”  The longshoremen say 
they were deceived. They con­
sider the Commission to be a
menace to  the continued exis­
tence o f th e ir  union.

The Commission is s ta ffed  
w ith  many e x -F B I men who
have gone onto the docks and
in to  the homes o f longshoremen 
to harrass, th rea ten and snoop. 
The Commission procla im ed one 
o f its  aims to be the weeding out 
o f non -leg itim a te  longshoremen 
who compete w ith  re g u la r w o rk ­
ers fo r  jobs. B u t instead they 
have forced some 7,000 —  many 
o f them  old tim e rs  ■—  o f f  the 
docks and reg istered m ore than 
th a t num ber o f new men so 
th a t com petition is even s t if fe r .

And f in a lly  w h ile  they were 
supposed to be im p a rt ia l in  the 
f ig h t  between the IL A  and the 
A iF L  fo r  representation in  th is  
po rt, they have tr ie d  to smash

A N E W
Important
Pamphlet

Egypt
“A People Rising” 

B y A bu Hashim  

42 pages 25 cents

Pioneer Publishers
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 

New Y o rk  3, N .Y .

I cles. The v ic tim  who can’t  s it, 
lie  o r stand, but m ust crouch 
alm ost motionless, in  110-130 de­
gree heat, is provided w ith  the 
deafening roa r o f r i f le  butts 
pounding on the cubicle.

In  the t ig h t  “ c o ff in ”  trainees 
are im prisoned ly in g  f la t  on its  
g rave l bottom.

“ The hole,”  ten -feet under­
ground, keeps men in darkness 
fo r  hours, w h ile  shoulder-deep in 
w ater.

Trainees collapse a fte r  the 
“ broom stick trea tm en t,”  Ikneeling 
on a broom stick w h ile  ho ld ing 
up la rge rocks in outstretched 
a rm s; a s trapp in g  bom bardier 
who experienced it ,  said: “ I ’d 
have appreciated it ,  i f  they had 
knpeked me out. Jt would have 
fe lt  good.”

Men who ask fo r  w a te r, have 
i t  th row n  in  th e ir  faces. Meek 
v ic tim s  are bounced aga inst a 
w a ll by a 240-pound mass of 
brawn.

Two buddies were questioned 
a t the same tim e. The more 
pow erfu l was w a tch ing  his 
fr ie n d  do kneebends u n t il he 
dropped. He was to ld : “ O .K.,

the independent IL A  w h ile  g iv ­
in g  th e ir  e ffo r ts  a “ labor cover”  
by pro fessing sym pathy fo r  the 
A F L .

A N T I-L A B O R  D E V IC E
The W a te rfro n t Commission 

was conceived as a pu re ly  a n ti­
labor device. I t  appeals to sh ip­
p ing  bosses in every m a ritim e  
center as an ideal w ay to d is­
c ip line  and con tro l the tu rb u ­
len t labo r force who w o rk  in 
the indus try .

W herever such governm ent 
agencies have been established 
they have severely restric ted  
m aritim e  unions. Peaceful co-ex- 
istence between a union and th is  
type o f governm ent agency is 
im possible unless the union has 
lost its  independence com pletely. 
In tha t case the rank and f ile  
o f the union m ust take th e ir 
own measures.

W ha t amazes the boss press 
loca lly  is the complete in d if fe r ­
ence o f the longshoremen to 
“ o ff ic ia l pub lic  op in ion.”  A l l  the 
thundering  ed ito ria ls , th rea ts 
and scare stories are shrugged 
o f f  in  contem pt. The lib e ra l New 
Y o rk  Post lam ents th is  fa c t in  
today ’s lead ed ito ria l.

The Post, ed ito r observes th a t 
“ a ll the combined ed ito ria l voices 
o f New Y o rk  seem s trange ly  in ­
e ffec tive  when addressed to  the 
men on the docks; th is  fa ilu re  
o f com m unication is rooted in  a 
lo t o f h is to ry  about w h ich  few  
ty p e w rite r  m ora lis ts  can be 
proud.”  T h is  h is to ry  is also ig ­
nored by the Post and its  advice 
in tu rn  is ignored as ju s t so 
much chatter.

A  H A R D  SCHOOL
The men on the docks go 

th rough  a hard  school. They do 
d ir ty ,  strenuous and dangerous 
labor. They see th e ir  lives being 
used up qu ick ly  and m ercilessly 
by the sh ipp ing  bosses. They 
live  in  the c ity ’s d ir ty  tene­
ments, the v ic tim s  o f loan 
sharks, in s ta llm e n t h o u s e s ,  
greedy tenem ent landlords.

This fo rges a s o lid a rity  and 
comradeship among them  th a t 
fr ig h te n s  the en tire  cap ita lis t 
class. The potency o f th is  so li­
d a r ity  is re flected in actions o f 
the rank and f i le  as w e ll as in  
o ff ic ia l statem ents o f the lead­
ers.

No m a tte r how the current 
s trugg le  ends, no governm ent 
police agency is go ing to  stop 
the ranks o f the IL A  from  hav­
in g  th e ir  say on how they shall 
w o rk  and liv e  on the New Y ork  
w a te rfro n t.

e ithe r you ta lk , or we’l l  make 
h im  do th is  fo re ve r.”  He ta lked.

D E G R A D A T IO N
Besides the c ru e lty  o f pain, 

degradation is p a rt o f Stead’s 
arsenal. Insu lts  about a tra inee ’s 
race, re lig io n , pe rsona lity , na­
tio n a lity , are rou tine . When a 
tra inee ’s w a lle t contains a pia- 
tu re  o f an a ttra c tiv e  woman, her 
appearance takes a vocal beat­
ing. O ffice rs  break, to end th e ir  
hum ilia tion .

A  bachelor, abused, u n t il he 
became convinced th a t because 
o f a fac ia l de fo rm ity , caused by 
a childhood accident, he would 
never f in d  a woman, broke up 
in  tears. '

Preceding the h u m ilia tin g  in ­
te rroga tion , lectures advise the 
students th a t maggots, because 
o f th e ir  p ro te in  value, should 
not be removed from  food; ra ts  
should be eaten, but not th e ir 
heads which are poisonous. Then, 
w ith  t w o-and-a-half days ra ­
tions, trainees are on th e ir  own 
fo r 10 days in the 7,000 feet 
h igh  S ie rra  Nevadas. In ju red  
pa rtic ip an ts  are given needle and 
thread, o r sewed up w ith ou t an­
esthetic.

A t  the end o f th e ir  ordeal, the 
weary troops are ordered to  ou t­
w it  fresh, w e li-fed  “ aggressor”  
forces. Those “ captured”  are 
tied  together and w ith  bare fee t 
are run-and-m arched to the 
stockade. There, they sleep on 
the ground w ith o u t b lankets —  
in  summer, n ig h t tem peratures 
drop to near freez ing . T h e ir food 
consists o f “ B loody M a ry ” ; raw  
spaghetti w ith  uncooked sp in­
ach, and coffee, reddened by 
beets and prepared lukewarm .

REPO RT W AS A P P R O V E D
W ith  the pub lica tion  o f th is  

s ta rk ly  v iv id  re p o rt, the Penta­
gon ordered the school’s senior 
o ffice rs  to W ashington. L t.  Col. 
M cKenzie, commandant o f the 
school at Stead, and M a jo r O li- 
phant, d irec to r o f t ra in in g , de­
nied the published reports  th a t 
the course degraded and to r tu r ­
ed its  students. M cKenzie said 
he was commended on the 
school by General O’Donnell, A ir  
force personnel ch ie f and th a t 
no changes were contem plated 
in the tra in in g .

Two members o f Congress c a ll­
ed fo r  an investiga tion . Senator 
iStennis threatened an in q u iry . 
Rep. F e lly  asked Defense Secre­
ta ry  W ilson to  suspend the 
courses. Secretary o f the A ir  
Force Quarles over the “ Face 
.the N a tio n ”  program , Sept. 11, 
said th a t the A ir  Force wanted 
to expand its  to rtu re  school and 
th a t the public had been given a 
“ somewhat d istored v ie w ”  o f the 
bra inw ash ing  camp.

Newsweek re ite ra ted  tha t the 
A ir  Force approved the facts and 
fo rm  o f the report as published. 
“ I f  anyth ing , Newsweek under­
stated the facts,”  a statem ent 
issued by the weekly news-m ag­
azine in* New Y ork said. “ When 
the a rtic le  was cleared by the 
Pentagon,”  the statem ent con­
tinued, “ an o ffic e r waved a set 
o f papers, a ll marked 'confiden­
t ia l ’ . . . These papers, the
o ffic e r said, were plans to be 
subm itted to Gen. N athan T w in ­
ing, A ir  Force C h ie f o f S ta ff, 
to make the tra in in g  at Stead 
Base, Nev., ‘much tougher’ than 
it  is now'.”

Since i t  was set up in 1950, 
29,783 men have gone th rough  
the 17-day course a t the  pop­
u la rly -ca lle d  “ to r tu re  school.”  
Graduates, include m ost o f the 

.crews who f ly  the S tra teg ic  A ir  
Command bombers, je t  f ig h te r  
p ilo ts , and A rm y , N avy and 
M arine in s tru c to rs  who organize 
to rtu re  courses fo r  th e ir  own 
m il ita ry  branch. The bra inw ash- 
e r’s $4.1 m illio n  construction 
p rogram  is in h igh  gear. By 
next year classes w i l l  be doub­
led. The A ir  Force’s goal is  to 
send every combat a irm an  to 
Stead Base every three years.

POW  T R A IN IN G
The Pentagon a ffirm e d  th a t 

tra in in g  courses are being con­
ducted in  a ll armed services to 
prepare men fo r i the li fe  o f a 
POW.

In  A ugust, the M arines se­
cured th e ir  beachhead o f to r ­
tures d u rin g  a t ra in in g  exercise 
ait Chimp Pendleton, C a lifo rn ia . 
The captured reservists were ex­
ercised to  near exhaustion. They 
were then stripped and placed 
in hot cages o r p its  too shallow  
fo r  s tand ing and too na rrow  fo r  
s itt in g . N e ithe r food nor w a te r 
was pe rm itted . The N a vy  in co­
opera tion w ith  the A rm y  has 
undertaken s im ila r tra in in g  ex­
ercises a t Camp M acka ll, N. C., 
since J u ly  1953.

The com m ittee w h ich  recom ­
mended the m il i ta r y ’s new “ Code 
o f Conduct”  fo r  PO W ’s, p ro ­
claimed by E isenhower on A ug. 
17, reported : “ W hen plunged
in to  a Com m unist indoc trina tion  
m ill, the average A m erican POW 
was under a serious handicap. 
Enem y p o lit ic a l o ffice rs  forced 
him  to  read M arx ian  lite ra tu re . 
He was compelled to pa rtic ipa te  
in  debates. He had to  te ll w hat 
he knew about Am erican po litics

and h is to ry . And many tim es 
the Chinese or Korean in s tru c ­
tors know more about these sub­
jects than he did  . . .

“ A  ta rge  num ber o f Am erican 
POYV’s did not know  w hat the 
Com m unist program  was a ll 
about. Some were confused by 
i t  . . .  I t  was no t an in s p ir in g  
spectacle . . .  I t  made foo ls o f 
some men and tools o f others 
. . . Ignorance lay  behind much 
o f th is  troub le  . . . They were 
unprepared to g ive  the com m is­
sars an argum ent . . . M any 
had never before heard o f K a rl 
M a rx  . . . They cou ldn 't answer 
argum ents in fa v o r o f com m u­
nism  w ith  argum ents in fa v o r o f 
A m erican ism , because they  knew 
ve ry  l i t t le  about th e ir  A m erica 
. . . the in a b ility  o f m any to 
speak up fo r  democracy d is­
tressed lo ya l P O W ’s.”

The re p o rt adm itted  tha t 
POW ’s in  Korea had no t been 
“ bra inwashed”  o r drugged but 
were ra th e r subjected to po litica l 
propaganda. The com m ittee n o i­

sed th a t “ Doctors and psychia­
tr is ts  genera lly  conceded th a t 
‘every man has h is breaking 
p o in t’.”  There is a l im it  to »how 
much nerves can w iths tand . B ut 
th a t was not tested by the C h i­
nese in Korea.

MOOD OF G I’s
I t  was not physica l to rtu re , or 

d iabo lica lly  clever “ enemy po­
li t ic a l o ffice rs ,”  th a t scored so 
m any p o litica l defections among 
the Am erican prisoners o f war. 
The m orale o f the Am erican 
so ld ier in K o rea  was underm in­
ed by the fa c t th a t he was c a ll­
ed upon to pa rtic ip a te  in  a mass 
m urder o f revo lu tiona ry  people 
f ig h t in g  fo r  th e ir  la n d .a n d  l ib ­
e rty . The POW  on ly reflected 
in concentrated fo rm  the mood 
o f a ll the sold iers in  Korea. And 
the soldiers in tu rn  reflected the 
mood o f the Am erican people.

D idn ’ t every po ll show th a t 
the Korean war was “ the most- 
unpopu lar w ar in A m erican h is­
to ry ? ”  W orkers and fa rm ers  
who spoke to the po llste rs ex- 
piessed the fee ling  tha t the 
prospe rity  tha t came w ith  the 
Korean w ar was stained w ith  
blood and tha t they would “ ra th ­
er have th e ir sons back.”

A n  a rm y panel o f top t r a in ­
ing o ffice rs  in A ugust 1954
worked on the problem  o f why 
G I’s d idn ’t  f ig h t  be tte r in  K o­
rea. They were outspoken: “ N o­
body w ants  to  serve, and i f  they 
have to, they fee l th e y  should 
do as l i t t le  as possible. You
can’t  bu ild  an a rm y  on th a t a t­
titud e . P a trio tism  has no place
in th e ir  life .”

T H E IR  O N LY  W E A P O N
The fa u lt  lies no t w ith  the

troops, bu t w ith  the decadent 
system they are ordered to 
f ig h t  fo r . How  can young w o rk ­
ers and fa rm ers  d ra fte d  in to  the 
A rm y  be insp ired w ith  the ba r­
baric un leashing o f atom ic wea­
pons on helpless Japanese? Or 
w ith  devasta ting  Korea and 
bu rn ing  its  in hab itan ts  a live  
w ith  napalm  fo r  the g rea te r 
g lo ry  o f d ic ta to r Rhee? O r w ith  
r in g in g  the w o rld  w ith  bases to 
pro tect Am erican B ig  Business 
in te rests ? O r w ith  deposing 
free ly-e lected governm ents, i f  
they are no t serv ile  to  W a ll 
S treet, as in Guatem ala? Or 
w ith  g iv in g  aid to  the French 
k ille rs  o f Moroccan and A lg e r­
ian f ig h te rs  fo r  independence? 
O r w ith  suppo rting  the butcher 
Franco ?

There is no th ing  su rp ris in g  
about Stead A ir  Base no r the 
a rra y  o f s im ila r courses. They 
are in keeping w ith  Pentagon 
s tra teg y  o f answ ering any revo­
lu tio n a ry  developments, a ll po­
li t ic a l problems, any s trugg le  
fo r  m en’s m inds w ith  the on ly 
weapon in its  a rse n a l:' force. 
A nd i t  cannot do otherw ise.

The to rtu re  schools are teach­
in g  “ A m erican ism .”  The “ A m e r­
icanism ”  o f W a ll S tree t which 
u tilizes  power and fo rce  to  im ­
pose degradation and h u m ilia ­
tion  on others, fo r  its  own m er­
cenary in terests.

Men w il l  f ig h t  and s u ffe r and 
die fo r  w ha t they believe is 
r ig h t, w ith  no necessity fo r  
to r tu re  schools. Conversely, to r ­
tu re  schools are no substitu te  
fo r  the w il l  to  f ig h t ,  because the 
cause is one’s own.

The A rm y  and N a vy  Journa l 
look ing  back in to  h is to ry  to  see 
w hy men f ig h t ,  made a study of 
the A m erican C iv il W ar and 
concluded: “ The emergence of
a tru e  understand ing o f w hy 
they were f ig h t in g  and w ha t was 
a t stake in  the w a r was an im ­
p o rta n t fa c to r in  the new s p ir it  
evinced by the Un ion soldiers, 
w h ile  the u tte r  lack o f under­
s tand ing o f w h a t they were 
f ig h t in g  fo r , o ther than to  up­
hold the p ro pe rty  o f the slave­
holders, had much to do w ith  the 
collapse o f the m ora le  o f the 
Confederate soldiers.”

I t ’s too bad fo r  B ig  Business 
in  the U . S. th a t the A rm y  
can’t make use o f th is  valuable 
h is to rica l lesson because th is  
tim e  i t ’s f ig h t in g  on the side 
th a t is aga inst progress.

R ap G u ilt by  H e re d ity

Joseph H . Sumners J r. and his m other, M rs. Pauline 
Sumners, both o f Providence, R. I., are shown te s tify in g  before 
a Senate secu rity  subcom m ittee. Sumners was fire d  from  a 
c iv ilia n  job  w ith  the  N avy fo r  “ associating w ith  h is m other.”  
M rs. Sumners had been accused o f m embership in organ izations 
which were not on anybody’s subversive lis t.

. . .  Longshoremen Defy Courts

The American 
Legion Sees Red

By John Thayer

McCarthyism is trying to raise its ugly head on the 
national scene again as Seaborn P, Collins, reactionary 
National Commander of the American Legion launched a
smear a ttack on the Fund fo r .  
the Republic.

The Fund fo r  the Republic was 
set up and endowed in 1952 by 
the Ford Foundation. I t  is  head­
ed by fo rm e r Chicago U n iv e rs ity  
president, Robert M. Hutch ins. 
Under his d irection and th a t of 
a num ber o f p rom inen t business­
men and educators i t  has made 
possible a series o f studies on 
the state o f c iv il libe rties  in 
th is  country.

Its  find ings  have been a con­
servative, h ig h ly  restra ined des­
c r ip tio n  o f v io la tions  o f the B il l 
o f R ights. Defense o f c iv il l ib ­
erties, even fro m  conservative 
sources, however, is unm is tak­
able p ro o f to  M cC arthy ites  like  
C ollins th a t the defenders are 
“ commies”  o r th e ir  dupes.-

In  a c irc u la r -to a ll Legion 
posts, Collins denounced the 
Fund fo r  the Republic and 
H utch ins. He ins truc ted  Legion 
members to  “ have no tru c k ”  
w ith  the Fund fo r  the Republic. 
W hile  in the norm al course of 
events Legion members would 
not have any dealings w ith  the 
Fund, the e ffec t o f the com­
m unication is to m obilize the 
p o lit ic a lly  p o w e r f u l  Legion 
against the Fund, pressure p o li­
tic ians and ed itors to denounce 
the Fund and to  ins tiga te  w itch  
hunts aga inst educators and o th ­
ers who undertake studies fo r  
the Fund.

C ollins said he was “ a le rtin g ”  
his organ iza tion ’s claimed 3.00(1,- 
000 members because the Fund 
was “ th rea ten ing  and may suc­
ceed in  c r ip p lin g  the national 
secu rity ." A ccord ing to him its  
study o f c iv il libe rtie s  in A m e ri­
ca was “ constant, loaded c r i t i ­
cism o f Congressional and ad­
m in is tra tio n  a ttem pts  to resist 
Com m unist in f i lt ra t io n .”

year. On Dec. 19 Rep. C a rro ll 
Reece charged it  and o ther 
foundations “ w ith  d ire c tly  sup­
p o rtin g  subversion.”  The Reece 
Report fu r th e r  declared th a t “ the 
m ajor foundations, by subsid iz­
ing  co llectiv is tic-m inded educa­
tors, had financed a socia list 
trend in Am erican governm ent."

Then the Reece Report was 
genera lly  laughed o f f  —  the 
p ic tu re  o f H enry  Ford  and o the r 
b illion a ire s  subsid iz ing “ socia l­
ism ”  was too ludicrous. The re ­
newal o f the a ttack  by the 
Am erican Legion shows th a t the 
M cC arthy ite  obscurantists are 
determ ined to make another a t­
tem pt to smear any defenders 
o f c iv il libe rties , no m a tte r how 
respectable and conservative, as 
Com m unists o r C o m m u n i s t  
dupes.

O ther developments on the 
c iv il libe rties  f ro n t  included a 
v ic to ry  fo r  Norm an P ie rre  Gas­
ton, graduate o f 1 the Coast 
Guard O ffice rs  Candidate School, 
who was denied a reserve com­
m ission because he had asso­
ciated w ith  his .m other, who in 
tu rn  a lleged ly had belonged to  
groups on the A tto rn e y  Gen­
e ra l’s personal p o lit ic a l b lack­
lis t.

In a s im ila r case, which re ­
ceived na tiona l p u b lic ity , th a t 
o f Eugene W. Landy, who on 
the eve o f his gradua tion  w ith  
h igh honors fro m  the Coast 
Guard school, was in fo rm ed he 
would not ge t a reserve com­
m ission because o f his "close 
association”  w ith  his m other, no 
decision has been made public.

“ One apparent lino  o f a tta ck ,”  
o f the Fund said C ollins, “ is  to 
a tte m p t to persuade Am ericans 
th a t Communism is not, and 
never has been, a serious th re a t 
to the U. S.”  This is, o f course, 
the ve ry  basis o f the w itch  
hunt and w h ile  th e ' Fund has 
confined its e lf  to specific stud­
ies, like  the W atts  report on 
a rm y  discharges and the Y a r- 
m o linsky s tudy o f 50 secu rity  
cases in vo lv ing  federa l em­
ployes, i t  has u n fo rtu n a te ly  not 
taken up, despite C o llins ’ charge, 
the key question o f the w itch  
hunt — the hoax tha t Com­
m unism  threatens to subvert o r 
sabotage the U . S.

The specific studies subsidized 
by the Fund, however, have had 
a sa lu ta ry  e ffe c t in  acqua in ting  
the Am erican pub lic  w ith  the 
rid icu lous w itch  - h u n tin g  ex­
tremes th a t have been employed 
in  searching ou t those suspected 
o f “ forb idden tho ugh t,”  associa­
tions o r fa m ily  connections. 
Such exposes, com plains the Le­
gion head “ g ive the  impression 
th a t the organ iza tion  is b a ttlin g  
w h a t i t  term s ‘w itch  hunts ’ and 
‘v ig ila n t ei sm’.”

The Fund fo r  the Republic 
was attacked by a special House 
in ves tig a ting  com m ittee l a s t

A  board o f naval o ffice rs  be­
gan hearings on Tandy’s appeal 
Sept. 5. Landy has been before 
th is  board but he and his law yer 
have to ld  reporters they are 
unable to speak u n t il the de­
cision has been rendered and 
passed on by Secre tary o f N avy 
Thomas.

Senator C lif fo rd  Case o f 
Tandy ’s home state, New J e r­
sey, to ld  the N a vy : “ I t  would 
seem tha t the ju s tif ic a tio n  fo r  
g iv in g  M r. Landy a hearing  
should be equa lly applicab le to 
o the r less publicized cases.”

Lest anyone th in k  the w itch  
hunt was w ith e rin g  away be­
cause o f the unfavorab le  p u b lic i­
ty  its  “ excesses”  have been re ­
ceiving. it should be noted tha t 
in B u ffa lo  (he federal govern­
ment has begun another S m ith  
A ct proceeding against a local 
Com m unist P a rty  leader, John 
F. Noto.

Moreover, the D epartm ent o f 
Justice has file d  an appeal 
against the decision o f D is tr ic t 
Judge W ein fe ld  d ism iss ing the 
contem pt o f Congress charges 
aga inst Corliss Lam ont. Lam en t 
had invoked the F irs t  Am end­
m ent before the M cC arthy  Com­
m ittee , w h ich tr ie d  to g r i l l  the 
au tho r about h is po litica l views 
and associations m ere ly  because 
several o f h is books were on the 
shelves o f the U . S. In fo rm a tio n  
Service L ib ra ries  abroad.

Among' the m ost encouraging 
events o f recent weeks fo r  read­
ers o f the M il ita n t A rm y  column 

h a s  b e e n  t h e  
s p u rt fo rw a rd  of 
a c tiv ity  in  ; Los 
Angeles. S a l e s  
and D is tr ib u tio n s  
are ca re fu lly  o r­
ganized, meet­
ings are covered 
re g u la rly . As a 
resu lt, the bun­
dle order o f M il­
ita n ts  has been 
increased a num ­

ber o f tim es in  the past m onth. 
C arl Feggans, our M il ita n t  
agent in th a t beehive o f a c tiv ity , 
repo rts : “ Three o f our sales­
men —  Jeanne M organ, M aurice | 
R o h 1 s e n and A1 A d le r —  | 
covered a sm all m eeting recent­
ly . Besides the* M il ita n t  they | 
sold i $4.40 w o rth  o f Road to j 
Peace and A m erica 's  Road to ' 
Socialism .”

A t  the same tim e C arl sent 
in  tw o new subscrip tions as well 
as tw o  renewals.

Helen Sherman, M il ita n t  agent 
in  the T w in  C ities in  M innesota, 
among o ther item s sends us 
“ three renewed subscrip tions fo r  
the M il ita n t  and a new sub fo r  
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l w h ich A lice  
Benson go t w h ile  on her vaca­
tio n .”

The New Y ork  agent te lls  us 
th a t “ we covered a p ro tes t m eet­
in g  o f the Em ergency C iv il L ib ­
erties Committee^ on the in ve s ti­
ga tion  o f \  the en te rta inm en t 
fie ld . P risc illa  Jones and John 
Tabor sold 14 M ilita n ts . Two 
young women stopped to  ask 
questions bu t refused to  buy a 
copy o f the  paper. A  few  m in ­

utes la te r one o f them  returned 
to buy a paper . . . N ow  th a t 
the cool w eather is Coming, New 
Y o rk  is p lann ing  sales o f the 
M il ita n t  a t schools and fo rum s.”  

R ichard Clauson has been our 
m ost inde fa tigab le  salesman in  
the St. Louis area. “ Enclosed,”  
he w rite s , “ is a donation o f $1 
fro n t a fr ie n d . He has been qu ite  
a fe llo w  fo r  passing the M il ita n t  
around and he sold qu ite  a few  
an ti-M cC arth y  pam phlets d u rin g  
th a t cam paign. Today he gave 
me a buck fo r  a donation. He 
prom ised to g ive me m ore la te r, 
say ing I would be surprised how 
much people ge t ou t o f i t . ”
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" I Didn’t Order Him to Stop"
Why was the U.S. defeated in Korea? 

This question has bothered millions of 
Americans. Isn’t America the most power­
ful country in the world ? Hadn’t it  shown 
its m ilitary capacity by defeating both 
Germany and Japan in a two-front war? 
Weren’t the Koreans and Chinese just a 
bunch of “ backward natives” ?

The explanation of the China Lobby, 
the Asia Firsters, the McCarthyites, and 
all the rest who were foaming at the 
mouth for an all-out war on China, was 
that “ we were betrayed.”

I f  only Gen. MacArthur had been per­
mitted to go ahead, the U.S. could easily 
have won. I f  only Truman hadn’t “ ordered 
MacArthur”  to stop at the Yalu, the armies 
of America could have rolled -right on 
through China and maybe as far as Mos­
cow.

As to why Truman' “ ordered Mac­
A rthur”  to stop at the Yalu, these “ ex- 
■plainers”  hinted that the White House 
was surrounded by spies, due to the 
alleged “ soft on communism”  policy of the 
Democrats. (The Democrats had only 
started the worst witch-hunt in America’s 
history.) And among these spies someone 
gave “ treasonous”  advice which the State 
Department and President Truman accept­
ed for mysterious reasons.

The other night in Chicago, Truman 
gave a different explanation. Speaking be­

fore some 2,000 members and guests of 
the predominantly Republican Executives 
Club of Chicago, Truman answered, a ques­
tion from the floor about his famous 
“ order”  to MacArthur. Here i^ what Tru­
man said:

“ I  didn’t  order him to stop. There were 
a million and a half Chinese in his way 
and he couldn’t  get by them.”

Truman no doubt exaggerated the nqm- 
ber of Chinese who stood in MacArthur’s 
way, but he was correct in implying that 
there was something standing in his gen­
erals way that was much bigger than the 
mighty m ilitary power the U.S. could 
muster. That something was not so much 
something, quantitative as something 
qualitative. I t  was the Asian revolution. 
The Asian revolution that had its mightiest 
explosion so far in China.

I t  was this that MacArthur “ couldn’t 
get by.”  For the revolutionary people who 
blocked the imperialist aims of Wall Street 
had on their side a force of incalculable 
power — the inspiration of the struggle 
for independence and freedom, the dream 
of breaking out of the rusting chains put 
on them by foreign conquerors, the vision 
of a new world in which they could ex­
ercise the precious right to choose their 
own form of government.

It  was revolution that gave MacArthur 
his orders to stop. Not Truman. And in 
that sense Truman spoke the truth.

"Rope of Sand"
John L. Lewis, appearing on a television 

interview program Sept. 4, was queried 
about the forthcoming merger of the AFL 
and CIO. While we think Lewis took too 
gloomy a view of the merger — in our 
opinion the enthusiasm of the workers 
for unity will overcome the built-in 
defects the union bureaucrats have in­
corporated to protect their respective 
“ empires”  — he nonetheless made some 
pertinent remarks. In particular he Earned 
of the “ carnivorous” and “ cannibalistic” 
labor leaders whose power to raid smaller 
unions remains unclipped by the merger 
agreement.

Under pressure from such union lead­
ers, Lewis warned the merger would part 
“ like a rope of sand.”  We hope not. But it 
is a danger and Lewis, who has contributed 
more to the cause of unionism in this 
country than any other top labor official, 
is well within his rights in voicing the 
warning. I t  is a matter of record that the 
AFL leadership in all its history has been 
too weak to deal effectively with racket­
eering or with the raiding of one AFL 
union by another.

The cannibalistic appetites of certain 
top labor chieftains will not vanish merely 
because of merger. A Dumber of them will 
still prefer to “ take over”  other unions’ 
members by strongarm tactics rather than 
to organize the unorganized. As we say,

however, we hope the sentiments of the 
[united rank and file will prove strong 
¡enough to restrain or defeat these car­
nivores.

Most interesting, however, is the AFL’s 
reply to Lewis’ remarks. In an editorial 
in the Sept. 9 AFL News-reporter, its of­
ficial weekly organ, it takes umbrage at 
the phrase “ rope of sand.”

“ The ‘rope of sand’ epithet was first 
hurled at the AFL by Lenin in an ‘open 
letter to American workers’,”  the editorial 
shouts in a boldfaced paragraph. The 
whole implication of the editorial, which 
does not seriously take up Lewis’ warn­
ing is that Lewis got his idea and phrase 
from Lenin. Therefore the reader is sup­
posed to believe that Lewis is either a 
Leninist or somehow suspect.

This, of course, is the cheapest kind of 
argument or rather beggaring of an argu-' 
ment. The pay-off, however, is that Lenin’s 
famous Letter to American workers, firs t 
published in this country in December 
1918, is still available for all to read. It  is 
very instructive even today. But, it not 
only doesn’t have in it  the phrase “ rope 
of sand,”  it  doesn’t  even mention the AFL. 
(It does have some fine things to say about 
E.ugene V. Debs, however.)

The top bureaucrats of the AFL appear 
not only to be weak in argument, but ap­
parently they can’t even do a good smear 
job when they try.

Fired for Religious Beliefs
The American public has become so used 

to reading about violations of civil liberties 
in the past few years that many people 
have thought the only American freedom 
left untouched by the witch hunt is reli­
gious freedom. Therefore it  will come as 
a shock to learn that 28 textile workers in 
Dalton, Georgia, have just been fired be­
cause of their religion.

Why do the textile barons, who usually 
like their workers to be church-goers (on 
the theory that it  will keep them away 
from unions) object so violently to the 
religious affiliation of these 28 mill work­
ers? Why do they try  to deprive them of 
their livelihoods and do it  in such crass 
violation of one of the U.S. Constitution’s 
firs t guarantees?

The fired workers belong to the Church 
of God of the Union Assembly, which has 
its headquarters in Dalton, Georgia. I t  is 
distinguished from other churches by the 
fact that it  tries to put into effect the 
Brotherhood of Man throughout the week 
rather than just sermonize about it on 
Sunday.

The ministers of this church publish a 
newspaper called The Southerner which is 
largely devoted to advocating the, unioniza­
tion of the Southern working people. I t  
publicizes and helps strikes and organizing 
campaigns throughout the South. Plainly 
this sort of religion can only be considered 
irreligious and subversive by Southern mill 
owners (or Southern agents of Northern 
capital), plantation owners and white 
supremacists.

For this reason The Southerner and its 
editor, Rev. £>onald West, have already 
been victims of a smear attack. The usual 
drama has been enacted. Paid informers 
laid the groundwork before Congres­
sional committees with charges that 
Rev. West was a “ Communist.”  Then the

local newspapers and veterans’ organiza­
tions started howling about the “ red” 
preacher. A t the present moment that un­
speakable racist plantation owner, Senator 
Eastland of Mississippi, is conducting a 
smear investigation of Aubrey Williams, a 
contributing editor to The Southerner.

But the firing of the 28 mill workers is 
the result of something more than the 
generalized .witch hunt against the The 
Southerner and the Church of God of the 
Union Assembly. The CIO Textile Work­
ers is trying to organize some 11,000 mill 
workers in Dalton, which is the “ capital”  
of the chenille rug and bedspread industry.

The Southerner and Rev. West’s church 
have been very active in the organizing 
campaign. A few weeks ago the Lawtex 
Corporation, which manufactures rugs, 
passed out to its employes a new form to 
be filled out. One of the questions on it 
was: “ What is your church affiliation?” 
The 28 workers who put down “ Church of 
God”  were immediately fired.

John W. Edelman, Washington represen­
tative of the CIO Textile Workers Union of 
America, has sent the facts in the case to 
Senator Thomas C. Hennings, chairman 
of the Subcommittee on Constitutional 
Rights, a committee not very noted for its 
activity.

I t  is up to the labor movement to see 
that this religious discrimination in the 
South is defeated. I t  is a question of 
defending religious freedom as well as 
defending a force that can play an im­
portant role in the coming battle to or­
ganize the South.

I f  the Church of God workers of the 
Lawtex mill are not reinstated with back 
pay, i t ’s about time to amend the constitu­
tional guarantee of freedom of religion to 
read “ except in cases of religions favoring 
unions.”

The Brotherhood o f "Anti-Communism”
By Daniel Roberts

The o ff ic ia l preoccupation in 
the U.S. d u rin g  the last eight 
years has been the s trugg le  
against the “ menace o f the w orld  
com m unist conspiracy.”

The cold w a r inc lud ing  the 
police action in  Korea was waged 
under th is  fo rm u la . So was the 
w itch h u n t a t home. M cC arthy 
smeared his opponents as “ Com­
m un is t stooges o r dupes.”  L ibe ra ls  
condemned M cC arthy fo r  “ p la y ­
ing  in to  the  te n d s  o f  "Commu­
n ists”  and em u la ting  t  h e i r  
methods.

A l l  tendencies fro m  the fasc is t 
M cC arthy to the labor chiefs and 
the libe ra ls  stood upon the p la t­
fo rm  o f 'the “ an ti-C om m un is i’ ’ 
strugigle. A l l  lined up in W a ll 
S tree t’s w ar d rive  conducted 
under th a t fo rm u la  aga inst the 
Soviet U n ion and the colonial 
people. T h e ir common standpo in t 
—  no m a tte r w ha t diffe rences 
existed among them  —  was 
defending the  ca p ita lis t o rder in 
general and upho ld ing the ru le  o f 
W a ll S tree t in  p a rticu la r.

T R O T S K Y IS T  PO LIC Y.
The T ro tsky is ts , basing them ­

selves on the line  o f in te rna tiona l 
class Struggle, denounced th is  
fou l a n ti- “ Com/ni'Unist”  b ro th e r­

hood. They defended the Chinese, 
V'iebminhese and Korean w o rk ing  
people in th e ir revo lu tiona ry  wars 
fo r  na tiona l independence and 
a n ti-c a p ita lis t social measures. 
They re a ffirm e d  th e ir  stand of 
defense o f the Soviet Un ion 
against im p e r ia lis t attack. They 
conducted the  strugigle aga inst 
S ta lin ism  solely w ith in  the con­
te x t o f the w o rk in g  class s tru g ­
gle against cap ita lism . They 
fou gh t the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
as a m a jo r obstacle to the success 
o f the socia list revo lu tion .

These socia lists denounced the 
o ff ic ia l labor bureaucracy in th is  
Country fo r  jo in in g  in  the a n t i­
c o m m u n is t”  f ro n t and thereby 
be tray ing  the class in te rests o f 
the U.S. workers.

How about the Shacbbmanites 
o f the Independent Socia list 
League? W hat was the theme o f 
th e ir ag ita tio n  and a c tiv ity  diur-* 
ing these past e igh t years ? O f­
f ic ia lly ,  they procla im ed them ­
selves fo r  the “ T h ird  Cam p.”  
They wrapped up the Soviet 
state, the na tiona l libera ltion is t 
movements in  China, Indo-Ghdna 
and Korea and the S ta lin is t onis-i 
leaders in  one neat package and 
labelled the whole “ S ta lin is t im ­
pe ria lism .”

They were opposed to  i t  and

equally opposed —  so they said
—  to U.S. im peria lism . However, 
in  th e ir  da ily  a c tiv ity  they 
embraced the s tra g g le  against 
“ Communism”  as th e ir  own. They 
jo ined the an ti - “ Com m unist”  
brotherhood w ith  ju s t one sm all
— and under the circum stances —
u n im p o rtan t reservation : they
pre ferred to speak o f the com­
mon foe as “ S ta lin ism ”  ra th e r 
than “ Com m unism .”

“ D IS A S T E R S ”
L ike  the M cC arthy ites, E isen­

hower Republicans, reg u la r Dem­
ocrats, Am ericans fo r  Dem ocratic 
A c tion  and labor bureaucrats, 
they assailed the v ic to ries  o f the 
Chinese people over U.S. im ­
pe ria lism  and the p a r tia l v ic to ry  
o f the  V ietm inhese over French 
and U.S. im peria lism . They spoke 
o f these as “ d isasters.”  T he ir 
g reatest fea r in connection w ith  
the Indo-C hina cris is  in  1954 was 
th a t the Vietminihese m ig h t take 
oven a ll V ie tnam .

Over the past several years, the 
S hachtm anite paper. Labor A c ­
tion , has kept up a steady w a il 
to the e ffec t th a t the U.S. State 
Departm ent was losing the w ar to 
S ta lin ism  because o f its  “ un ­
dem ocratic”  fo re ign  policies. The 
main trouble, said the Shacht­
m anites, is th a t the U.S. govern­
ment doesn’t understand it  can’t 
w in by H-bomb ra tt lin g . P o litica l 
w a rfa re  alone can w in  the day.

I t  is  tru e  the y  never charged 
“ treason in  h igh  places,”  bu t at 
one po in t in 1953 they spoke o f 
the U.S. State D epartm ent as 
“ a ll-tim e  w orld-record breaking 
bum blers.”;

Here are fu r th e r  samples o f 
Shachtm anite fa u lt- f in d in g  w ith  
t lia  way the State Departm ent 
has been f ig h t in g  “ Com m unism ” 
in the la s t tw o years. (1) A  M ay 
31, 1954 Labor A ction  headline 
sets fo r th  “ The Case o f Guate­
m ala: How to Push a C ountry 
In to  the A rm s  o f S ta lin ism .”  
(T h is  was on the eve o f the W all 
Street-backed A rm as coup.) (2) 
On Ju ly  26, 1954 the Shacht­
m anites announced, “ U.S. Policy 
in Shambles a t Geneva Con­
ference.”  (The conference p ro ­
duced the p a rtit io n  o f V ie tnam , 
cheating the Indo-Chinese people 
o f complete v ic to ry  in th e ir  revo­
lu tion .

(3) Feb. 14, 1955 in connection 
w ith  the Formosa S tra its  cris is, 
H a l Draper, Labor A ction  ed ito r 
w ro te : “ The Am erican govern­
ment is incapable o f com ing u«p 
w ith  a fo rm u la  w h ich could p u t 
po litica l pressure on them f>.e. 
the Chinese S ta lin is ts ] . . .  I t  
can on ly  th rea ten  and s tr ik e

UN Head and C hina P rem ie r

U nited Nations Secretary General Dag H am m arskjö ld  ( le f t )  
shown in  Peking w ith  P rem ier Chou E n -L a i o f China as they 
conferred last December on demand fo r  release o f Am erican 
prisoners. Since the meetings, H am m arskjö ld  revealed last week, 
he has kept up correspondence w ith  the Chinese leader.

. . .  Powers Jockey on Eve of Parley
(Continued from  pag? 1),. 

preparing  fo r war, the power tha t 
has replaced Nazi Germ any as the 
d isrup te r o f in te rna tiona l re la ­
tions.

W ha t W ashington is prepared 
to g ra n t in the way o f conces­
sions can, perhaps, be gauged by 
w h a t the Social Dem ocrats —  
among the m ost rab id  o f a n ti-  
S ov ie t cu rren ts  —  advise the 
State D epartm ent to g ra n t. David 
J. D a llin  spells i t  out in  the Sept. 
5 New Leader. The concessions 
include “ U.S. recogn ition o f Com­
m un is t China,”  a seat in the U N  
fo r  the Mao reg im e, a n d . the 
easing' o f trade re la tions  w ith  the 
en tire  Soviet bloc.

W hatever e lse« Moscow and 
Peking g ive  in  re tu rn  fo r  such 
item s, th e ir  m ost im p o rta n t ser­
vice in  re tu rn  w i l l  be in  the 
p o lit ic a l arena. To understand th is  
we have to place the present 
moves toward “ peaceful coex­
istence”  against the la rg e r back­
ground o f world revo lu tion.

As L ippm ann po in ts out, ad­
m it t in g  the obvious fa c t: “ There 
is an epidemic o f revo lu tiona ry  
movements, some o f them ove rt 
and some s t i l l  latent, in  la rge 
pa rts  o f A sia , A fr ic a , and L a tin  
A m erica .”

L ippm ann contends th a t “ A ll of 
them have been encouraged, many 
o f them  have been assisted, some 
have been p ro fita b ly  exp lo ited, by 
Moscow.”  B ut he th inks  i t  a 
m istake to believe th a t “ the 
revo lu tiona ry  movements a ll over 
the globe o rig in a te  in  Moscow, 
are directed fro m  Moscow, and 
would fo ld  up i f  Moscow could be 
made to behave.”

The tru th  is, he holds —  and 
he is r ig h t  in th is  —  tha t “ in 
one way o r another they would 
happen even if*M oscow said no th­
ing and did no th ing about them .”

T H E  D U L L E S  F O R M U LA
W hat W ashington is in terested 

in g e ttin g  out o f the “ peaceful 
coexistence”  deal, besides re p a ir ­
in g  its  damaged d ip lom atic  posi­
tion , is the active cooperation o f 
Moscow in heading o f f  and be^ 
tra y in g  these revo lu tiona ry  move­
ments. L ippm ann puts i t  d is­
c ree tly  as fo llow s: “ The Dulles 
fo rm u la  ru les out Com m unist in ­
te rven tion  to suppo rt a Commu­
n is t revo lu tion .”

T h a t is the b ig  com m odity the 
S ta lin is ts  .have to o ffe r  Am erican 
im peria lism .

T h is  coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  role 
o f S ta lin ism  weakens the defense 
o f the e n tire  Soviet bloc aga inst

w o rld  im peria lism , o f course, and 
in the f in a l analysis w i l l  help 
speed a T h ird  W orld  W ar.

T ha t is one o f the gains W all 
Street, expects from  a period of 
“ peaceful coexistence.”

TR U M A N - VS R A D FO R D
The w a r p repa ra tions in  a 

s tr ic t ly  m il ita ry  sense w ill p ro ­
ceed under the cam ouflage p ro ­
vided by the deal. T h is  was 
eloquently ind ica ted by the ex­
change Sept. 10 between T rum an 
and A d m ira l Radford.

T rum an attacked alleged out­
backs in  arm am ents that, would 
e n d a n g e r  defense. He was, 
n a tu ra lly , im p ly in g  th a t E isen­
hower was “ s o ft on communism.”

R adford rep lied by  s im p ly  
po in tin g  ou t th a t the m ost th a t

was contem plated was to squeeze 
about a b illio n  do lla rs w o rth  Of 
w a te r out o f the m il ita ry  budget. 
Large as th is  sum appears, i t  
would mean on ly a fr in g e  d i f ­
ference. The fa c t is th a t  govern­
m ent expenditures are so vast 
th a t R adford h im se lf d idn ’t  seem 
clear on w h a t the to ta l am ount 
earm arked fo r  w a r p repara tions 
is.

A ccord ing to Radford i t  is  $37,- 
750,000,000. A no ther spokesman 
pu t the to ta l a t $35,750,000,000, 
w ith  the actual am ount to be 
spent maybe as low as $33,000,- 
000,000.

A m ilita ry  budget so colossal 
tha t a b illio n  or tw o gets los t in 
the adding machines spells no th ­
ing but eventual w a r in  any 
language.

NEHRU’S POLICE SHOOT 
DOWN UNARMED PEOPLE

[The fo llow ing  a rtic le  is reprin ted from  the Sept. 1 Samasa- 
m a jis t, E ng lish  weekly o f the Ceylonese T ro ts k y is t Lanka Samasa- 
maja P a rty .]

The w orld  ca p ita lis t press has 
expressed its  in d ig na tion  and 
h o rro r a t the k il l in g  o f unarmed 
Ind ian  sa tyagrah is  (peaceful re ­
sistance dem onstra tion ) by the 
Portuguese au tho ritie s  in  Goa.

W hatever views one m ay hold 
about the  methods used fo r  the 
libe ra tion  o f Goa, the s trugg le  
fo r  the extension o f home r ii le  
to Portuguese possessions in  In ­
dia deserves support. The shoot- 
in g - to -k il l o f unarm ed volunteers 
is an unconscionable act o f im ­
p e r ia lis t violence w h ich  should 
be, and has been condemned.

Nehru, the “ peacemonger,”  (re ­
cently re turned fro m  a to u r of 
the 'Soviet Bloc as the m ost w e l­
come fo re ig n  guest since the 
revo lu tion ) undoubtedly wishes 
to preserve h is prestige  as a 
man o f peace. A nd unarm ed 
volunteers w i l l  continue to pour 
in to  Goa and perhaps la y  down 
th e ir  lives. A s long as the P or­
tuguese governm ent rem ains ad- 
an ient and the Nehru govern­
m ent rem ains “ peacefu l”  there 
seems to be no solution possible.

W ha t passed unnoticed and un- 
condemned is the fa c t th a t the 
Nehru-Government. its e lf  shot- 
to -k il l d u rin g  the Bom bay H a r­
ta l (genera l s top-w ork demon­
s tra tio n ) dem anding the libe ra -

tion  o f Goa. The reasoning o f 
the Ind ian  governm ent is p rob­
ab ly  tha t the -people o f Ind ia , 
and the w o rk in g  class in  p a r­
ticu la r, have no business to 
“ take the law  in to  th e ir  own 

-hands.”  B u t then, the P o rtu ­
guese governm ent its e lf  can 
cla im  th a t the Ind ian  volunteers 
who crossed in to  Goa had no 
business to  v io la te  the sacred 
fro n tie rs  o f im p e ria lis t te r r i­
to ry . Such a rgum enta tion  w il l  
not be conclusive. One can a l­
ways th in k  up more words.

One s ig n if ic a n t lesson emer­
ges fro m  the recent incidents. A  
ca p ita lis t governm ent and the 
ca p ita lis t hack press m ig h t howl 
in ho ly h o rro r aga inst another 
governm ent us ing violence, but 
i t  a lways has good reason fo r  
its  own use o f violence, espec­
ia lly  i f  i t  is  aga inst the unarm ­
ed people. Recently again, N eh­
ru ’s police opened f ir e  on s t r ik ­
in g  tea w orkers  in Calcutta. 
A ga ins t the w orkers a n y th in g  
goes.

L e t us see no more crocodile 
tears from  the local c a p ita lis t 
hack w r ite rs  on the subject of 
Goa. We know  how these apolo­
g is ts  fu l ly  ju s tifie d  the shoot­
ings du rin g  o u r own A ugust 
(1953) H a rta l.

aggressive postures, and stum ble 
fro m  one cris is  to  another.”

(4 ) When the A d m in is tra tio n  
agreed in M ay to a B ig  Four top 
level conference. Labor Action  
(M ay  16) p red ic ted : “ I t  is the 
product o f conviction, based on 
sad experience, tha t the fo re ign  
policy o f th is  governm ent pre­
cludes it  from  de riv in g  any p o li­
t ic a l o r propaganda advantage 
from  such a m eeting. In  fact, 
it s im p ly  exposes th is  government 
to another po litica l ro u t.”

W H Y  SO SAD?
Now  none o f th is  is com­

p lim en ta ry  to the wisdom o f the 
State D epartm ent o r U.S. im ­
pe ria lism . Nevertheless, when the 
Shachtm anites c ritic ized  the U.S. 
governm ent fo r  “ bum b ling ”  and 
“ sibii-mbling”  in the f ig h t  against 
S ta lin ism  they re a lly  showed 
th e ir basic po litica l so lida rity  
w ith  th a t governm ent and the 
an:t>i-“ C om m unist”  cause i t  p ro ­
motes. F o r in  po litics  one is sad­
dened, angered o r dismayed over 
blunders —  real o r fancied —  only 
when they are com m itted by 
one’s own side.

A c tu a lly  the State D epartm ent 
has n o t been as im pervious to  the 
needs o f w ag ing  “ p o litica l w a r­
fa re ”  as the Shachtm anites c la im ­
ed. They know  the  value o f 
demagogy w here th rea ts  and open 
w ar-m ongerfng no longer serve 
th e ir  ends. E ver since the end o f 
the Korean W ar, the State De­
pa rtm ent has been executing a 
tu rn  in fo re ign  po licy in  the 
d irection o f seeking a tem porary  
trace w ith  the Soviet bloc.

The object was to t r y  to erase 
the s tigm a o f ‘ ‘w a r-m onger”  tha t 
W a ll S tree t has earned in the eyes 
o f hundreds o f m illio ns  o f people 
th roughou t the w o rld  and a t the 
same tim e  to m ask continued 
prepa ra tions fo r  launching W orld  
W ar H I.

Joseph Hansen called a tten tion  
in  The M il ita n t  to th is  tu rn  in 
fo re ign  po licy  as fa r  back as 
Janua ry  1953. I t  was p r im a r ily  
the pressure o f M cC arthy ite  a t­
tacks —  a somewhat w e igh tie r 
force than the “ S oc ia lis t”  advice 
o f the Shaffhfcmanites —  th a t 
slowed the execution o f the  tu rn  
from  w ar-m ongering  and H-bomb 
ra t t l in g  to  a demagogic peace 
cam paign.

However, a t the Geneva Con­
ference in  Ju ly , the A d m in is tra ­
tion was f in a lly  able to launch 
its  p a c if is t  propaganda w ith  the 
helo of the K rem lin  leaders, who 
declaimed fo r  E isenhower’s benefit 
th a t they re a lly  believed in his 
peaceful in tentions. Here was 
propaganda w a rfa re  by the State 
Departm ent to confound the 
Shachtm anites’ predictions'.

B u t a t th is  po in t, ev iden tly  
wearied by th e ir  previous, e ffo rts , 
the Shachtm anites dropped back 
in to  th e ir  lite ra ry  T h ird  Camp 
line and denounced both sides at 
Geneva im p a rtia lly .

T h is  doesn’t  mean they w il l  
rem ain “ ne u tra l”  when U.S. im ­
peria lism  again openly prepares 
fo r war. They have already la id 
the g roundw ork to  drop a ll 
pretense at “ T h ird  Cam pism ”  and 
come out fo r  “ dem ocratic”  U.S. 
im peria lism  as the “ lesser ev il.”

World Events
A R G E N T IN A ’S G E N E R A L  

C O N F E D E R A T IO N  OF LA B O R  
(C G T) suggested to the govern­
m ent on Sept. 7 th a t its  s ix  
m illio n  members be constitu ted 
as a c iv il m il it ia  to “ defend the 
C onstitu tion , the law  and the 
na tion ’s constitu ted au tho ritie s .”  
A ccord ing to the Sept. 10 N. Y. 
Tim es, the proposal fo r  a labor 
m il it ia  is supposed to be pa t­
terned on armed w orkers b a tta l- 
■ lions in B o liv ia . On Sept. 9, 
General F ra n k lin  Lucero, M in is ­
te r  o f the A rm y  rejected the 
proposal, a lthough the CGT has 
been a m ain base o f support fo r  
Peron and is dom inated by the 
Peronjstg pa rty .

* * *

IS R A E L  la s t week expressed 
support fo r  a proposal made by 
M aj. Gen. Burns, U N  truce  ch ie f 
in  Palestine, to  establish a ba rb ­
ed w ire  “ physica l b a rr ie r”  be­
tween Is rae l and E g yp tia n  a rm ­
ies in  the Gaza area and a one 
k ilom e te r - w ide dem ilita rized  
zone. Basis fo r  Is ra e l support is 
th a t it. would g ive le g itim a cy  to  
the ten ta tive  borders established 
in  the 1949 truce. These are ob­
jected to  by the A rabs, who op­
pose a ll Z io n is t te r r ito r ia l 
claim s. On Sept. 11, Is rae l A m ­
bassador to the U . S., Abba 
Eban, objected to  any Arab-Js- 
rae l nego tia tions o f fro n tie rs  
such as proposed by Secretary 
Dulles, though fa v o rin g  D u lles ’ 
proposal fo r  an Is ra e l-A ra b  se­
c u r ity  pact. There has no t been 
any o ff ic ia l A rab  response to  
the Dulles proposal as yet. A n ­
o ther fea tu re  o f the Dulles plan 
is a proposal fo r  the U . S. to 
lend Is rae l money to  pay A rabs 
compensation fo r  hav ing  ousted
900.000 o f th e ir  num ber fro m  
Israe l and taken th e ir  land.

*  *  *

IN D O N E S IA N  S T  O C K 
SH A R E S  have risen sha rp ly  on 
the Am sterdam  Exchange a fte r  
the recent change in  governm ent 
in Jaka rta . The new Indonesian 
governm ent prom ised a more 
lib e ra l a tt itu d e  tow a rd  Dutch 
and o ther fo re ign  cap ita l. Since 
Indonesia procla im ed indepen­
dence in  1945, Dutch companies 
w ith  properties in the fo rm e r 
colony “ have- been ope ra ting  un ­
der t ry in g  circum stances,”  says 
Gaston Coblenz in the Sept. 13 
N . Y . H era ld  T ribune . Some of 
them  sw itched investm ents to 
A fr ic a . Now' they see “ a sudden 
im provem ent in  th e ir  Indonesian 
prospects.”

*  *  *

B R IT IS H  LA B O R  P A R Y  con­
s tituency bodies are ca llin g  fo r  
“ a pure soc ia lis t po licy  and no t 
a m idd le -o f-the-road p o licy ”  in 
reso lutions presented to  the an­
nual conference a t TVIargate to 
be held Oct. 10-14. A  new f ig h t  
over po licy between the Bevan- 
ites and the r ig h t  w in g  headed 
by H ugh G a its k ill is expected, 
according t o , t h e  Sept. 12 N. Y . 
Times.

*  *  *

T H E  G R E E K  G O V E R N M E N T  
demands the r ig h t  o f se lf-de­
te rm in a tio n  fo r  the popu la tion  
o f Cyprus, 'B ritish -h e ld  is land in 
the E ast M editerranean. A bout
400.000 C yp rio ts  are o f Greek
descent as aga inst 90,000 T u rk ­
ish descendants. There is a
s trong  m ovem ent am ong Cyp­
r io ts  fo r  “ enosis”  —  th a t is, u n i­
f ic a tio n  w ith  Greece. The T u rk ­
ish governm ent opposes the se lf-

de term ination  demand o f the 
Cyprus Greeks aiid cla im s the 
island should be tu rned over to 
T urkey. Th is gave the B r it is h  
governm ent the o p po rtu n ity  to 
call a B rita in -G rcece -T u rkey  
conference last w'eek. P lay ing - 
o f f  the Greek demands against 
the T u rk ish  claim s, the B r it is h  
im p e ria lis ts  decided to re ta in  
contro l o f the s tra teg ic  island 
but g ra n t a measure o f “ home- 
ru le ”  to the C yprio ts .

*  *  *

T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  B A N K
fo r  Reconstruction and Develop­
ment said on Sept. 11 th a t 
th roughou t m ost o f the w o rld  
production was d ra w in g  ahead 
o f popu lation and th a t liv in g  
standards wore on the rise. The 
bank reported th a t the past year 
had been the m ost prosperous 
since the end o f W orld W a r I I ,  
bu t expressed concern over in ­
creasing signs o f in fla tio n . I t  
also reported g re a te r readiness 
on the p a r t  o f p r iva te  cap ita l to 
en ter the fie ld  o f in te rn a tio n a l 
investm ent. The bank is financed 
m ostly  by cap ita l pa id f in  by the 
U . S. governm ent.

*  *  *

T H E  M OROCCAN Dem ocra­
tic  Independence p a rty , involved 
in cu rre n t nego tia tions w ith  the 
French governm ent, appealed on 
Sept. 11 to  Moroccan Jews no t 
to move to Is rae l. I t  asked Jews 
and Moslems to  help fo rm  a 
na tiona l union fo r  the rea liza ­
tion  o f th e ir  common and le g it i­
m ate asp ira tions. Is tiq la l, na­
t io n a lis t p a rty  w ith  a mass fo l­
low ing  in  Morocco, has made 
s im ila r  appeals.

* * *

IS R A E L  is launching a new 
sale o f bonds among Jew's in  the 
U. S. and Canada. The reason 
given by P rim e M in is te r Shar- 
r e t t  is th a t Is rae l “ m ust cope 
w ith ”  a m ounting  scale o f hos­
t i l i t y  fro m  th e ir  A rab  neighbors 
and w ith  the resum ption o f 
large-scale im m ig ra tio n  fro m  
N o rth  A fr ic a .”  The receipts o f 
Israe l bonds are said to  provide 
the cen tra l sources o f in ves t­
m ent cap ita l fo r  Is rae l. A ccord­
ing  to  the Sept. 10 N . Y . Tim es 
nearly  200 m illio n  has been ra is ­
ed since M ay 1951 fro m  th is  
source. The bonds were purchased 
by m ore than 750,000 persons in  
the U . S., Canada, L a tin  A m e r­
ica and W estern Europe.

French Workers 
Continue Strikes
A 24-hour general s tr ik e  h it 

the French c ity , Nantes, on 
Sept. 12. Tw en ty  thousand 
s tr ike rs  paraded th rough  the 
streets to present th e ir  de­
mands to governm ent o ffic ia ls . 
A t issue is the sh ipya rd  s trike , 
in which b it te r  f ig h t in g  be­
tween s tr ike rs  and the CRS, 
special s tr ikeb rea k ing  troops, 
has resulted in (he shooting o f 
one w orker. The m ilita n cy  of 
the w orkers in th is  s tr ike , as 
in tha t a month ago in St. 
Nazaire, has surged over the 
heads o f the S ta lin is t union 
leaders. These have jo ined the 
government o ff ic ia ls  in ca llin g  
the French T ro tsky is ts  p rovok­
ers o f the m ilita n t s tr ik e  
strugg les in Nantes and St. 
Nazaire.



The Negro Struggle
By George Lavan

School Opens
Schools are now reopening for 1955-56. 

The eyes of all those interested in the 
struggle against Jim Crow will be fastened 
on the South and the border states. Will 
they comply with the Supreme Court 
order? I f  not, will anything be done about 
it?

It  is evident that a number of hitherto 
segregated school districts are enrolling 
both Negro and white children for the 
coming terms. Most of these districts are 
in the border states. Most districts dese­
gregating are those without large Negro 
populations. In such areas the economic 
argument about the expensiveness of two 
parallel school systems, carries great 
weight.

One thing to be watched for is token 
desegregation passed off as the real thing. 
In many places the admission of five or 
ten Negro students to a white school of 
over a thousand goes into the statistics as 
“ integration.”  Needless to say, for the 
bulk of the Negro school children, who 
remain in their old Jim Crow schools, such 
“ integration”  is a mockery.

Along with the encouraging news of 
more towns and cities declaring they will 
desegregate this fall, comes the defiant 
racist answer of seven states — Alabama, 
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, N. Caro­
lina, S. Carolina, and Virginia. According 
to the Southern School News, an impartial 
source of facts, the attitude of officials in 
these states was not toward compliance 
but toward stronger opposition.

This is the seedbed of Jim Crow in this

country and school segregation will never 
be licked t ill i t  is licked there. How can 
this be done?

It  is well over a year since the U.S. 
Supreme Court handed down its historic 
decision on May 17, 1954, declaring school 
segregation unconstitutional. I t  is over 
three months since the “ implementation” 
ruling by the same court.

But there appears to be two kinds of 
law and constitutionalism in this country 
That which favors Big Business is hard- 
and-fast law. I f  the Supreme Court rule; 
that something the ruling class is against 
is unconstitutional — a labor union prac­
tice, for example — the law cracks down 
at once. But when something the Negrc 
people are against — like school segrega­
tion — is declared unconstitutional, there 
is no immediacy about it. The Supreme 
Court says to the law-breaking segrega­
tionists, take your time, show a little good 
faith and we’ll accept any “ plans” that you 
submit.

That’s the unfortunate situation. II 
doesn’t do any good to lie down and moan 
about it. But it  is necessary to recognize 
it and to recognize that there will be this 
double standard in American law as long 
as the government is controlled by the 
capitalist class and their plantation-own­
ing allies of the Deep South.

Recognizing this, fighters against Jim 
Crow can figure on just how much they 
can get through the courts and how much 
they will have to get by other means — 
their own mass struggle and alliance with 
labor.

The New Hire
---------------------  By Ben Haines ---------------------

Even though the peak of auto produc­
tion for 1955 has passed and the turnover 
to 1956 models has begun, the pressure of 
speed-up remains. The workers are > in a 
tense mood and react quickly to moves 
from the company to increase production 
or worsen job conditions.

The following incident involving a group 
of production workers is an example.

A new worker was hired in the depart­
ment and given one of the worst jobs. The 
firs t thing the foreman told him was that 
if  he couldn’t make the time standard for 
the job in three days he would be fired. 
It  didn’t take long for this information to 
get around the department, and asf is 
usual with a new hire, the other workers 
started speculating about whether or not 
he could stand the grind.

A couple of days passed and the new 
worker who had a wife and two kids 
demonstrated that he really wanted the 
job. Meanwhile everyone in the depart­
ment sympathized with him, but began to 
grow nervous when they saw the foreman 
going over every couple of hours to check 
on the ¿mount of units he was putting out.

A t the start of the shift on the fourth 
day the foreman tapped the new worker 
on the shoulder as he was starting his job 
and they started walking toward the fore-

man’s desk which is located behind a tool 
crib.

Every eye in the department was fasten­
ed on them. As they disappeared from 
view the heated words began to fly.

“ You know Sam, that rat is going to 
fire him.”

“ Yeah, its a damn shame.”
“ He’s been getting away with too much 

lately. I f  he fires this guy we’re all walk­
ing out. You going with us?”

“ Wait a minute Sam, he’s only been 
working here four days. He isn’t even in 
the union.”

“ So what, it  puts pressure on all of us. 
We can’t let them get away with this.” 

“ What about calling the committee­
man ?”  ,

“ What-for? There’s nothing he can do.” 
“ Do you think we can get most of the 

other guys out?”
“ Sure, they’ll all go.”
“That’s O.K. with me.”
At this point the new worker came out 

from behind the tool crib. Two or three 
workers waited to hear the answer as Sam 
asked, “ What did that rat want?”

“ Oh, he just lectured me about not 
coming in late and some stu ff about safety 
rules,”  the new worker answered and then 
he continued on to his job.

Notes from the News
PO LIO  S T IL L  N O T C O N Q U ER ED . Polio 

epidemics have cropped nip in a num ber o f areas. 
New E ng land is the section hardest h it  w ith  a 
to ta l o f  3,517 as aga inst 428 cases in 1954, reports 
the Associated Press. The bulk o f cases were l 
Massachusetts which reported 2,563 as agai,. 
428 la s t year. M ilwaukee County, W isconsin, 
reports  402 eases, the greatest num ber in its  
h is to ry . New Y o rk  C ity  lis ts  508 as ag a ins t 277 
cases last year, 25 o f whom arc  ch ild ren who were 
inoculated w ith  Salk vaccine.

*  *  *

T H E  F U R R IE R S  J O IN T  C O U N C IL  o f New 
Y ork  reported th a t a ll o ff ic ia ls  o f its  seven locals 
arc now ready to sign an ti-C o m im in is t a ff id a v its . 
In a recent election 13 so-called left-w ing o ffic ia ls  
were defeated. The fu rr ie rs  prev iously  expelled 
from  th e  CIO, recently merged w ith  the A F I,  
Butchers on the basis o f a llow in g  the Butchers to 
purge any “ com m unist”  elements fro m  the union. 
The Jo in t Council now hopes to w in  approval -from 
the A F L  Executive Council which had p rev iously  
objected to the m erger as “ p ro v id in g  haven to 
the Com m unists.”

*  *  *

N E W S  T H A T  V O LK S W A G E N  CO RPO RATION
plans to reopen the idle S tudebaker p la n t in New 
Brunsw ick, New Jersey, raised the in te res t o f 
New Jersey auto workers. However the speech o f 
H e ins N o rd h o ff, president o f Volkswagen, ad­
vocating a s ix-day week on the basis th a t “ w o rk  
is more s a tis fy in g  than idleness”  inspired an 
im m ediate answer from  Paul Krebs, P resident o f
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the N. J. CIO. P o in tin g  out th a t th is  was a tim e ­
worn a rgum ent in Am erica against reduction o f 
the 14, ten and e igh t hour day he ended his le tte r 
w ith  the hope th a t N o rd h o ff “ would v iew  the 
opening o f the New  B runsw ick p la n t as an op­
p o rtu n ity  to spur a s t i l l  sho rte r w ork week!”

*  *  *

G LASS W O R KERS, members o f the U n ited 
Glass and Ceramic W orkers, CIO, won a la y -o ff 
pay plan fro m  P ittsbu rgh  P la te Glass and L ibby- 
Owens-I4 ord Glass Companies. The agreement, 
covering 23,000 w orkers, contained a 14-eent 
hourly  pay package and an em ployer paym ent o f 
five  cents an hour to a fund th a t w ill pay $30 
a week fo r  20 weeks. Paym ents w i l l  be made fo r  
e ither unem ploym ent or illness.

*  *  *

L A 7 -OF F  P A Y  P L A N S  are not wages w ith in  
the m eaning o f the F a ir  Labor Standards Act, 
S ecre tary o f Labor James P. M itche l announced. 
Both the em ployers and unions had s tipu la ted  in 
th e ir  agreements th a t the G overnm ent would not 
le ga lly  tre a t the em ployer paym ents as wages. 
The ru lin g  now clears aw ay one o f the barriers- 
to governm ent and state approval o f supplemental 
unem ploym ent compensation.

i  *  4  *

“ W O R K IN G  FOR N O T H IN G ”  m ust have been 
the conclusion o f tw o G reenville , A labam a, lum ber 
w orkers. A f te r  the W . T. S m ith  Lum ber Co. 
deducted re n t fo r  company houses, w a te r b ills  
and groceries they handed checks fo r  $00.00 to 
the tw o men. The C IO  W oodworkers U n ion is 
negotiating- fo r  a wage increase.

A “ 30 FOR 40“  R E S O LU TIO N  was endorsed 
by the executives o f the 65,000-menvber Toronto 
Labor Council, La bo r’s D a ily  notes. The 30-hour 
w o rk  week a t 40-hours pay proposal was in ­
troduced by Local 132 o f the CIO Rubber W orkers 

* *  *
N A V Y  JIM -C R O W  persists in  m any categories 

the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion charged in an 
exchange o f le tte rs  w ith  N avy A ss is tan t Sec­
re ta ry  A lb e r t  P ra tt.  In  the waixh'oom deta il o f 
ships “ the Cooks and Bakers Branch was almost 
e n tire ly  w h ite , w h ile  the Stewards Branch was 
alm ost e n tire ly  N egro”  the  A C L U  le tte r  asserted. 
“ . . . the choice o f ROTC candidates is d is­
c r im in a to ry  in practice,”  and “ . . . the m a jo r ity  
o f Negro N avy o f f ic e r  are in the Chaplains or 
Medical Corps. Negro o ffice rs  who are e lig ib le  
and who would p re fe r line du ty , “ which would 
in tim e q u a lify  them  fo r  the command o f ships”  
end up in re c ru it in g  and pub lic  in fo rm a tio n  posts.
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Rank-and-File 
Strikes Continue 
In Auto Industry

“ U nauthorized”  s trikes con­
tinue to p'lague the Reuther bu­
reaucracy in the U A W -C IO . The 
wave o f “ w ildca t”  s trikes tha t h it 
(he auto in du s try  du ring  nego tia ­
tions w ith  Ford and General 
Ylotors has not died down. In the 
'ast week w orkers in  bo th  
C hrysler and Studebaker plants 
have also fought battles w ithou t 
the support o f the In te rna tiona l.

On Sept. 8 the workers at the 
Chrysler Ind ianapolis  transm is­
sion p lan t voted to re tu rn  to w ork 
a fte r an unauthorized w a lkou t 
mused by an accum ulation oi 
grievances.

When the U A W  con tract w ith  
studebaker at South Bend, In ­
diana, te rm inated on Aug. 31, 
9,000 auto w orkers refused to 
enter the p lan t. The company 
broke o f f  local negotiations u n til 
the workers e ithe r re turned to 
th e ir jobs or —  u n t il the  s tr ike  
was authorized by the In te rn a ­
tional union o ffic ia ls .

The In te rn a tion a l Executive 
Board o f the U A W  in  D e tro it 
tu rned  down the Studebaker 
local’s request fo r  s tr ik e  au­
tho riza tio n  and ordered the w o rk ­
ers to re tu rn  to th e ir  jobs by 
Sapt. 12. N ego tia tions w ith  the 
company were taken over by rep­
resentatives o f the In te rna tiona l.

When the president o f Stude­
baker Local 5, W illia m  Ogden, 
reported the decision o f the In ­
te rna tion a l Board to  the s trike rs , 
they responded w ith  boos. A c­
cord ing to  the N . Y. T imes, Sept. 
11, Ogdon “ expla ined tha t the 
m eeting was called sole ly to 
present the report. He said he

C ontract Ends C h rys le r S trike Arm y’s 'Stigma7 
Discharges Hit 
By Union Local

The fight of former Private Edward L. Spira of 
Cleveland, Ohio, for an Honorable Discharge from the 
Army has entered a new phase. The Army Discharge

The U n ited  A u to  W orkers (C IO ) and C hrys ler Corp. reached 
agreement in D e tro it on a new three-year con tract, ending a 

'b r ie f  s tr ike  o f 139,000 employes. U A W  S ecre tary-T reasurer E m il 
Mazey ( le f t )  and C hrys ler in d u s tria l re la tions d irec to r Robert 
W. Conder are shown as contract wms signed.

would accept no m otions o r con­
sider any action.”

The Studebaker w orkers in 
South Bend have had an especially 
ro-ugh tim e w ith  the Reuther ma­
chine. In  the summer o f 1954 they 
were pressured in to  accepting 
wage outs fro m  Studebaker on 
the excuse th a t th is  would prevent 
layo ffs .

Then on Ju ly  6 o f th is  year 
1,700 w orkers were fire d . M em ­
bers cJf S tudebaker Local 5 voted 
82% in fa v o r o f a p ro tes t s trike . 
The In te rn a tion a l was com­
pelled to authorize  th is  s trugg le .

N ow  once again the Reutther 
bureaucrats are t r y in g  to  0014) 
the f ig h t in g  s p ir it  o f  the Stude­
baker workers.

The Studebaker company, in  
m aking its  u ltim a tum  to  the 
s tr ik e rs  to re tu rn  to  w ork o r get 
s tr ik e  au thoriza tion , indicated the 
extent to  which i t  relies on the 
union bureaucracy in its  ba ttle  
against members o f Local 5. 
Reuther, the “ labor statesm an”  
d id n 't disappoint the company 
when he ordered the s tr ike rs  back 
to work.

Review Board has refused to 
reverse lower A rm y  action in 
g iv in g  Spira a General D ischarge 
fo r po litica l association and ideas 
before induction.

'Spira has announced th a t he 
w il l  appeal h is case. l ie  is 
backed in  his f ig h t  by Local 72 
oj’ the Mechanics Educational 
Society, CIO. This local, to 
which S p ira  belongs, has gone 
on record w ith  ‘a s trong  reso lu­
tion  dem anding an Honorable 
D ischarge fo r  S p ira  and defend­
ing  the r ig h t  o f Am erican w o rk ­
ers to hold w hatever p o litica l 
v iews they w ish w ith o u t fe a r o f 
d isc rim in a to ry  r e p r i s a l .  “ An 
A rm y  discharge,”  says the union 
reso lu tion , “ should re fle c t on ly 
the q u a lity  and conduct o f an 
in d iv idu a l w h ile  in  the service.”

T h is  is the nub o f (he whole 
f ig h t against the A rm y ’s p ro ­
gram o f pun ish ing dra ftees fo r 
views, associations, re latives, 
etc., they a lleged ly had before 
they were dra fted .

The A rm y  w itc h  h u n t subjects 
such G I’s to  special surve illance, 
bans th e ir  p rom otion  and then 
a t the end o f th e ir  te rm  o f ser­
vice issues them  discharges 
o thcr-than-honorab le , no m a tte r 
how spotless th e ir  records fo r  
the tim e  spent in  the a rm y m ay 
be.

"Machines Are Easier to Control than People”
[The fo llo w in g  is excerpted 

from  a radio ta lk  given by 
F rank .B arbaria  over sta tion 
K I ’ F A , A ug . 30, in  the San 
Francisco Bay area. B arbaria  is 
the Socialist W orkers P a rty  
Candidate fo r  M ayor o f San 
Francisco.]

T o n ig h t I w i l l  discuss the in ­
du s tria l process known as au to­
m ation. L ike  m ost previous 
speakers on the subject, I  feel 
i t  is necessary to define au to­
m ation before com m enting on it .

Autom ated m ach inery o f to ­
day is g iven ins truc tions  by 
punch cards o r record ing tape 
and i t  then proceeds to process 
raw  m ateria l, assemble parts , 
correct its  own erro rs, rew ork 
o r re ject pa rts  and f in a lly  in ­
spect the fin ished products. The 
machine is in tegra ted  and con­
tro lled  by a cen tra l electronic 
bra in .

A utom ation  isn ’t  lim ited  to a 
p lan t-w ide  app lica tion  b u t can 
eventua lly  in te g ra te  and contro l 
the operation o f an en tire  sys­
tem o f p lants. Also, there are 
examples o f smalL business con­
cerns app ly ing  autom ated m a­
ch inery to on ly  a po rtion  o f the 
productive process —  a so rt o f 
embryo or deformed autom ation.

P R O D U C T IV IT Y  M U L T IP L IE D
The most apparent resu lt o f 

au tom ation is the te r r if ic  in ­
crease in  products turned out 
w ith  a shrunken labor fo rce . '

W. K . Scott, S ta ff  Engineer 
fo r the U.S. Steel Corp. re­
ports  tha t, “ In  the days o f thè 
hand-hot m ill, seven men would 
produce 11 tons per s h if t ;  today 
in a modern cold reduction m ill, 
seven men w ill produce about 
550 tons per s h ift ,  50 tim es 
m ore”

“ The P ruden tia l Insurance Co. 
is counting  on its  electronic 
com puter to replace 60 to 75 
o ther machines along w ith  th e ir  
operators —  200 in  one depart­
m ent alone,”  reports  Robert 
Bendino- in  the m agazine, The 
Reporter.

He continues, “ Ratheon M fg . 
Co. has a chasis-assembly line, 
geared to a thousand radios a 
d^y, th a t is operated by two 
employes where standard m e th ­
ods o f production would require 
200.”

The Ford M o to r Co.’s engine 
p la n t in Cleveland requires on ly 
nine men to accomplish w h a t i t  
took 39 men previous to  auto­
m ation. In  add ition , an engine 
th a t used to requ ire  nine hours 
to complete is now sped through 
in 15 m inutes.

In  m y i opin ion, present-day 
autom ation constitu tes a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  phase in the long evo­
lu tio n  o f modern in d u s try , an 
evo lu tion inc lud ing  e a rlie r revo­
lu tio n a ry  stages such as in tro ­
duction o f the steam engine, 
e lectric power and be lt-line  as­
sembly technique.

I  can’t  help m en tion ing  my old 
fr ie n d  K a r l M arx  in  th is  respect. 
H is m onum ental w o rk , C apita l, 
published in 1867, presents a 
pene tra ting  analysis o f au tom a­
tion . He didn ’t  p red ic t the elec­
tron ic  b ra in  bu t he saw the

logic o f modern in d u s try  lead­
ing  to the au tom a tica lly -ru n  
fac to ry . In  Volum e I ,  he states, 
“ As soon as a machine executes, 
w ithou t m an’s help, a ll the 
movements requ is ite  to elaborate 
the raw  m ateria l, needing only 
attendance from  him , we have 
an au tom atic  system o f ma­
chinery, and one tha t is sus­
ceptible o f constant im provem ent 
in its  de ta il.”

M a rx  foresaw  also a system 
o f these machines, re q u ir in g  on ly 
attendance, con s titu tin g  a fo rm  
o f the autom atic fa c to ry . He 
continues, “ A n  • organized sys­
tem o f machines, to w h ich mo­
tion  is communicated by the 
tra n s m itt in g  mechanism fro m  a 
centra l autom ation, is the most 
developed fo rm  o f production by 
m achinery. Here we have, in 
place o f the isolated machine, a 
mechanical m onster whose body 
f i l ls  wJiole fac tories , and whose 
demon power, a t f i r s t  veiled 
under the slow and measured 
m otions o f his g ia n t lim bs, a t 
leng th breaks ou t in to , the fas t 
and fu rio u s  w h ir l o f his count­
less w o rk in g  organs.”

M a rx  d idn ’t  describe the au to­
m atic  fa c to ry  o f today b u t he 
understood the laws o f econom­
ics "which have b ro ug h t jnodern 
autom ation in to  being.

W HO  CO NTRO LS?
C e rta in ly  w ith  the powers o f 

production unleashed as auto­
m ation takes command, we are 
ju s tif ie d  in expecting a li fe  o f 
security , ease and abundance. 
B ut, i f  we th in k  security , ease 
and abundance w i l l  come na­
tu ra l- lik e , we are not reckoning 
w ith  the a ll- im p o rta n t question: 
“ W ho commands autom ation 
and fo r  w hat purpose?”

The C a p ita lis t captains o f in ­
d u s try  have command over au to ­
m ation and w il l  determ ine its  
use, a t least to a la rge extent 
a t th is  tim e. L is ten to a few  
o f them, exp la in  th e ir  purpose.

John Snyder, J r., P resident o f 
U. S. Industries , states very 

.b lu n tly  the tw o -fo ld  purpose. “ I t  
o ften has been though t,”  says 
Snyder, “ th a t au tom ation in  its  
u ltim a te  sense in an in d u s tria l 
p lan t is a desirable goal because 
i t  w il l reduce labo r costs . . . 
B u t reduction o f labo r costs is 
on ly part o f the po in t. A nother 
h ig h ly  desirable fea tu re  o f au to­
m ation in re la tion  to labor is 
(he fact tha t machines arc eas­
ie r to con tro l than people. The 
more machines the few er peo­
ple, and there fore the easier the 
contro l problem .”

In case you have missed w hat 
1 ju s t quoted or can’t  qu ite  be­
lieve you r cars, le t me quote 
»the sentim ents expressed by  D r. 
J. J. Brown o f A lu m inu m , L td ., 
in Fortune  , M agazine’s round 
tab le discussion:

“ N ow  men by d e fin itio n  are 
d i f f ic u lt  and t r ic k y  th in g s  to 
p la y  around w ith ,”  he says. 
“ You have em ploye-re lations 
men, tim e-s tudy  men; you have 
tra in in g  and educational d irec­
to rs ; you have personnel men, 
washroom men, ca fe te ria  men. 
T h a t a ll costs money. M y  po in t

is th is ,”  he says, “ i f  we could 
take some o f the money th a t we 
are spending in t r y in g  to  ease 
the pain o f our assom blyline 
personnel, and app ly  th a t money 
fo r  some research to ge t the 
men ou t o f there e n tire ly , we 
would be fa r  be tte r o f f  in  the 
long ru n .”

“ D IF F IC U L T  T H IN G S ”
Now, don’t  th in k  because D r. 

B row ,i speaks o f men as being 
“ d if f ic u lt  t ilin g s ”  to  be g-ot r id  
o f th a t he and others exclude 
women fro m  th is  choice cate­
gory. Engineers have come to 
estim ate new o ffice  m ach inery 
designed to  replace o ffice  g ir ls  
in te rm s o f G.P.’s; “ G.P.’s”  re ­
fe rs  to the num ber o f g ir l-p o w ­
ers the machine w ill replace,

I ’m sure you would like  to 
hear w h a t plans these so-called 
leaders o f in d u s try  have fo r  the 
displaced employes J. J. Ja ige r, 
a P ra tt  and W h itney  o ff ic ia l 
sums up the a ttitu d e  on th is  ve ry  
im p o rta n t social prob lem :

“ I don’t th in k  we are con­
sciously t ry in g  to im prove th e ir 
standard o f liv in g . These th ings 
take care o f themselves. They 
have a feed-back o f th e ir  own 
tha t closes the loop au tom atic ­
a lly . I don’ t th in k  i t  is the pa rt 
o f in du s try  to t r y  to plan the 
social aspect o f th is  th in g .”

The fa c t o f lijibor displace­
m ent and the supposition th a t 
some na tu ra l law , some s e lf­
re g u la tin g  process w i l l  au to­
m a tica lly  lake care o f any su r­
plus w orkers  rouses the fears 
and suspicions o f the w orkers. 
These fears are en tire ly  ju s tifie d .

Some theoris ts  m a in ta in  th a t 
industries producing autom ation 
m ach inery w i l l  absorb enough 
labo r to compensate fo r  those 
displaced. I f  th is  were the case, 
the cost o f the  m achinery would 
be g re a te r than the savings 
fro m  the discharge o f labor. 
Under those conditions, the 
change-over would never be 
made. Besides, au tom ation its e lf 
already has qu ite  a foot-hold 
in the industries producing auto­
m ation m achinery.

The labo r force has been 
g ro w in g  along w ith  the in tro ­
duction o f labor-saving devices 
d u rin g  the la s t 15 years. I t  
would be an e rro r, however, to 
c red it labo r-sav ing  devices w ith  
the power o f c rea ting  m ore jobs. 
The expanded m arke t should re ­
ceive the c red it even though i t  
is a fa lse -bo ttom  m arke t. A  
m arke t created and m ainta ined 
a r t i f ic ia l ly  by •tremendous gov­
ernm ent expenditures fo r  arm s, 
a g ric u ltu ra l goods and fo r  p lan t 
expansion in  the fo rm  o f deduc­
tions fro m  taxes.

Even w ith  the old methods o f 
production, m an u fac tu ring  con­
cerns are overloaded w ith  goods. 
A s  a m a tte r o f fa c t, the ve ry  
in te ns ity  o f com petition in  the 
sale o f goods is a po tent fa c to r 
in d r iv in g  .firm s  to  adopt au to ­
m ation to  place them in  a be tte r 
com petitive  position. Lowered 
production costs can mean the 
underse lling o f com petitors and 
o f thus su rv iv ing .

R obert K e lle r, V ice-P resident

o f C h rys le r Corp. said a t a re ­
cent sym posium  on autom ation 
in San Francisco, “ I  believe th a t 
the company th a t stops a t th is  
po in t and gives up a ll consider­
ation  o f au tom ation  because i t  
is  frig h te n e d  by the h igh  in it ia l 
cost w ill soon f in d  its e lf  ou t­
s tripped by its  com petitors be­
cause o f its  obsolete equipm ent.”  
M r. K e lle r  should know  because 
the C h rys le r Corp. a lm ost did 
ge t ou tstripped.

P R O F IT  M O T IV E
C om petition im pels autom ation 

fo r  se lf-su rv iva l and thus cre­
ates an 'even  g rea te r g lu t on the 
m arke t. N o t 'au tom ation  is to 
be blamed, but the p ro fit-m o tiv e  
use o f it .

Today, the o ris ts  s ing  praises 
to the so-called “ n a tu ra l”  p ro ­
cess o f reducing the hours and 
arduousness o f w ork  as a resu lt 
o f labor-saving devices. T h is  is 
pure bunk. The be lt-line  assem­
bly technique was one o f the 
most productive devices ever in ­
sta lled. A sk any au to  w orker 
about the ease o f w o rk ing  on 
the lin e !

W ith  t ile  advent o f m ach inery 
in the ea rly  period o f the in ­
du s tria l system, the hours of 
w ork were extended beyond the 
12-hour day and ch ild  labo r was 
in troduced on a scale never be­
fo re  witnessed. The m ore expen­
sive the m achinery, the  g re a te r 
the compulsion to use i t  up be­
fore i t  became obsolete due to 
the pe rfection  o f even m ore e f ­
f ic ie n t methods. N ig h t-w o rk  was 
introduced along w ith  the other 
vices. I t  was the resistance o f 
the w orkers w h ich f in a lly  won 
the 10-hour day and la te r the 
8-hour day.

Even before autom ation, the 
m ate ria l conditions were ripe  
fo r  a 6-hour day w ith  a t least 
8-hours pay. A u tom ation  w ill 
va s tly  im prove th is  p o te n tia lity . 
B u t u n t il the people as a  whole, 
and the w orkers  in p a rticu la r, 
do som eth ing about it ,  th is  po­
te n tia li ty  w ill rem ain ju s t  th a t 
—  a p o te n tia lity .

In  my opin ion, the unem ploy­
ment that a u to m a tio n -fo r-p ro fit 
w il l help b ring  about w ill cause 
an almost au tom atic  feed-back 
in the m inds o f the w orkers. 
They w ill conclude i t  is tim e to 
wrench con tro l o f the factories 
from  the hands o f the p ro fite e rs  
and use our w onderfu l au to­
mated fa c ilit ie s  to ease the labor 
o f m ankind and not to put i t  
on the scrap heap.

In  S p ira ’s case the p rinc ip a l 
charge is th a t he once belonged 
to the In d u s tr ia l W orkers  o f the 
W orld  ( I W W ) .  T h is  organ iza­
tion , which has a long and hon-- 
orable record in Am erican labo r 
h is to ry , was a rb it ra r ily  p u t on 
the A tto rn e y  G eneral’s “ sub­
vers ive”  l is t  w ith o u t a hearing. 
A lo ng  w ith  hundreds o f o ther 
b lack lis ted  o rgan iza tions i t  has 
protested the A tto rn e y  Gen­
e ra l’s il le g a l action and has de­
manded a public hearing , a t 
w h ich i t  could answer the 
charges and evidence, i f  there is 
any, aga inst it .  No organ iza tioh  
dem anding such a hea ring  fro m  
the A tto rn e y  General on its  
b la c k lis tin g  has ye t go tten sa tis ­
fac tion .

O ther charges aga ins t S p ira  
were th a t in  the years p r io r  to 
his induction he had attended 
several m eetings o f the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  and th a t he had 
f ille d  out a stub fro m  a Labo r 
Y ou th  League le a fle t ask ing in ­
fo rm a tio n  about th a t organ iza­
tion .

Upon le a rn ing  o f the  A rm y  
D ischarge Review  Board’s un­
favo rab le  action, S p ira  issued a 
sta tem ent defending the r ig h t  o f 
a l l Am ericans to exercise a ll o f 
th e ir  con s titu tion a l r ig h ts . “ A l l  
1 have done is exercise m y share 
o f these r ig h ts , as I  fe l t  bound 
by m y conscience to do, and 
That is a ll the A rm y  in  e ffec t 
has charged me w ith ,”  said 
Spira. “ I have no apologies fo r  
m y exercise o f these r ig h ts , and 
I  w i l l  continue to  exercise them  
as I see f i t  w hether the  brass, 
s ilk  and top hats lik e  i t  o r no t.”

A General D ischarge is not 
on ly an in jus tice  to  a G I who 
is en titled  to  an Honorable D is­
charge1, bu t i t  has on i t  coded 
notations, known to  the em p loy­
ment o ffices o f most B ig  B usi­
ness o u tfits , in d ica ting  “ deroga­
to ry ”  in fo rm a tio n  as the basis 
lo r  the issuance o f the d is­
charge. I t  is  the re fore  no t on ly 
a smear on the holder hu t can 
be a g reat handicap in seeking 
em ploym ent.

Detroit Debate
Is the Soviet Union 

A Socialist Country?
“ Yes,”  says M a rty  M itchn ick  
(R eview  o f the M onth F orum ) 
“ N o ,”  says George B re itm an

(S oc ia lis t W orkers P a rty ) 

F rid a y , Sept. 23, at 8 P. M . 

a t 3737 W oodward

Vincent R. Dunne 
Speaks at Chicago 
SWP Celebration

C H IC A G O  —  Friends from  
e igh t d iffe re n t c ities in the M id ­
west f ille d  the spacious Chicago 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  H a ll 
Sept. 4 to celebrate its  reopen­
ing a fte r  a f ire  last A p r il.

V. R. Dunne, w e ll-know n M in ­
nesota labor f ig u re  and a na­
tiona l leader o f the ¡Socialist 
W orkers P a rty , was m et w ith  a 
s tand ing ovation when he took 
the flo o r.

A f te r  con g ra tu la tin g  the C h i­
cago branch upon its  w ork  in 
reopening the headquarters, he 
gave an absorb ing analysis o f 
the cu rre n t p o litica l s itua tion . 
He showed th a t both the S ta lin ­
ists and th e  im p e ria lis ts  hope to  
u t iliz e  “ peaceful co-existence”  to  
repress s trugg les o f the w o rk in g  
class and c o l o n i a l  peoples 
throughout, the world .

Howard M ayliew , Chicago SW P 
o rgan izer who chaired the meet­
ing, introduced representatives 
fro m  B u f f a l o ,  Youngstown, 
Cleveland, D e tro it, S t. Paul, 
M inneapolis and M ilwaukee.

The M inneapolis M il ita n t  chor­
us won w arm  applause fo r  th e ir  
b e au tifu l and in s p ir in g  ren d i­
tion  o f w o rke rs ’ songs.

The ' d irec to r o f the chorus 
presented the Chicago branch 
w ith  a cartoon fo r  the re b u ilt  
headquarters p ic tu r in g  h is to r ic  
labo r battles such as the H ay- 
M a rk e t dem onstra tion fo r  an 
e igh t-hou r day, the T ruck  D r iv ­
ers s tr ik e  o f M inneapolis, etc.

A  d ram atic  s k it  by  the C h i­
cago branch s a tir iz in g  the recent 
B ig  F o u r Conference b ro ug h t 
la u g h te r and acclaim  fro m  the 
audience.

A n  evening o f discussion and 
dancing kept the celebration go­
ing  u n t il the wee hours.

Progress
The Japanese governm ent is 

conducting research on guided 
m issiles tha t are superio r to 
atom ic weapons, according to  
Shigemasa Sunada, defense board 
chief. On Aug. 16 Sunada an­
nounced tha t h is  departm ent 
would undertake research tow ard  
m anufacture  o f a cobalt bomb.


