
"Labor Friends” 
In Congress Do 
Job for Wall St.

By Myra Tanner
JULY 27 — The 84th Congress is about to finish its 

f irs t session. Perhaps before the weekend is over Con­
gressmen will be running home or taking some nice long
“ o f f ic ia l”  junke ts  to various ®—
part«  o f the w orld  a t govern­
ment expense.

Last Novem ber the labor 
movement w ent to a lo t o f troub le 
t-o f i l l  tihe Senate and the 
House w ith  Democrats. Isn ’t  i t  
tim e to ta lly  up the score and 
see ju s t what the unions got 
fo r  th e ir  troub le  ?

There are m any ways to 
evaluate the f i r s t  h a lf o f the 
Congressional term . L e t us s ta rt 
by com paring the record w ith  
the prom ises made du ring  the 
election cam paign.

T H E  BOX SCORE
The labor movem ent asked fo r  

a m in im um  wage o f $1.25 an 
hour. A modest enough request, 
considering the high cost o f l iv ­
ing. B u t a t best there w ill be 
a b ill ra is ing  the m in im um  to 
on ly  $1.00. Perhaps Congress 
though t i t  would compensate fo r  
d ropp ing 25c by boosting its  
own wages 50%. B u t fo r  those 
who need the money most, the 
m in im um  w ill s t i l l  be fa r  below 
subsistence level.

C iv il r ig h ts  were promised 
du rin g  the election campaign. 
Many a speech predicted the end 
o f segregation. But Rep. Powell 
got a pres identia l scolding fo r 
da ring  to propose a desegregated 
national guard. D id anyone hear 
a cry  o f protest from  Congress 
at th is  outrageous blow to c iv il 
r ig h ts?

Equal pay fo r  equal w ork ? 
Repeal o f the T a ft-H a rt le y  A c t 
— o r even its  amendment? Fed­
era l le g is la tio n  to stop the ava­
lanche o f “ r ig h t  to slave”  b ills  ?- 
F orgo tten ! The election cam­
paign was over e igh t m onths 
ago. The v ic to rs  were busy co l­
lecting th e ir  pay.

B u t perhaps i t  is n 't fa ir  to 
compare the record w ith  prom ­
ises made in anxious moments 
by eager job-hunters. L e t’s com­
pare the 84th Congress w ith  the 
83rd. Th ings m ig h t look a li t t le  
b r ig h te r then.

B u t do they? W ar tensions 
have dim inished somewhat. But 
th a t’s not because o f any th ing  
Congress did. The w a r s tra tegy  
o f B ig  Business now' requires 
tem porary deals w ith  the K re m ­
lin. But the prepa ra tions fo r  
w a r go on; and th is  Congress 
voted f>5% o f the federa l budget 
fo r it .

The w itch  hunt, has subsided. 
M cC arthy, a t present, no longer 
fr igh te ns  the Senate out o f its  
wits. B u t the Dem ocrat, East- 
land, is t ry in g  his best to ca rry  
on the w itch -h u n t tra d itio n  of 
p ry ing , spying, s too ling and per­
secution. He should a t least get 
an E fo r  e ffo r t.

There have been some ju icy  
exposes o f crooked doings in the 
cap ita l. But tha t takes place 
every year. Sum it  a ll up : For 
labor —  no h its, no runs, just 
errors.

t h e  MILITANT
PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

Vol. X IX  —  No. 31 267 NEW YORK, N. Y., MONDAY, AUGUST 1, 1955 PRICE: 10 Cents

Kremlin Gives Eisenhower 
Diplomatic Victory at Geneva
Examiner’s Bias Halts 
"Subversive”  Hearing

The firs t hearing ever granted an organization on the 
Attorney General’s “ subversive”  lis t bogged down after 
two days w ith the blacklisted organization, the Inde­
pendent Socia lis t League, p ro te s t- $— --------------------------------------------------
ing  to A tto rn e y  General B row nell 
aga inst the  pa tent bias o f the 
tr ia l exam iner.

The p ro test was in the fo rm  o f 
a leng thy te legram  from  Joseph
L. Rauili J r., a tto rney fo r  the 1SL, 
to  B row ne ll, c it in g  a t g ro a t 
leng th  hearing exam iner Edw ard
M. M orrissey 's  undisguised fa v o r­
itism  tow ard the  D epartm ent of 
Justice a tto rneys. Ranh, N a tiona l 
Gharim an o f Am ericans fo r  
Dem ocratic Action  amt a  leading 
W ashington law yer, demanded an

Big Four

Pres. Eisenhower, B r it is h  P rim e M in is te r A n thony  Eden, French P rem ier Edgar Faure, and 
Soviet P rem ier N. A. Bulganin. The big  fou r used the Geneva Conference as a sounding board fo r 
high-powered pu b lic ity  about th e ir wish fo r peace, but what they accomplished is another s tory. 
See a rtic le  th is  page.

Ten Years After Hiroshima
An Editorial

The jellied gasoline fire-bombings of 
Tokyo late in May 1945 had been officially 
reported by U.S. m ilitary authorities as 
extraordinarily successful. “ The attacks 
this week (following five others) burned 
with a similar speed and destructive 
results and it  is possible that 1,000,000 or 
maybe even twice that number of the 
Emperor’s subjects perished.”

The capitalist press acclaimed the pro­
gress in murdering defenseless civilians, 
yet looked for something even better. “ You 
Can Cook ’Em Quicker W ith Gas,”  said 
the N. Y. Daily News.

Something much better than gas was 
even then on its way.

On August 6, jus t ten years ago, the 
entire city of Hiroshima, population 344,- 
000, was obliterated by a single bomb.

Three days later on August 9 a second 
city of helpless civilians was selected as 
the target for another atomic bomb. The 
name of. the city was Nagasaki.

That was the world’s introduction to 
the practical usés of atomic energy.

The two bombs were made in America. 
They were dropped w ithout warning on 
teeming cities of civilians behind the lines 
— the aged and the sick, men, women and 
children, workers outside of uniform — on 
orders of the President of the United 
States.

The capitalist press shouted its approval. 
"Conditions for destruction at Nagasaki 
were even more favorable than at Hiro­
shima,”  said the N. Y. Post. “ The con­
gestion among the c ity ’s population of 
253,000 had caused the eave-to-eave build­
ing pattern to be described as a ‘sea of 
roofs’.”

A single bomb weighing 1,200 pounds 
was reported to have the destructive power 
of 20,000 tons of TNT.

“ The present bomb was understood,” 
said the United Press, “ to have the power 
to blind persons w ithin a five-mile radius 
and to k ill w ith in four miles. The searing 
blast was said to fuse the earth, resulting 
in a silica-like formation.”

Truman told the Japanese people that 
they now faced “ a rain of ruin from the 
air the like of which has never been seen 
on this earth.”

“ This isn’t  a new bomb,”  said physicist 
John W. Campbell in the liberal PM. “ I t ’s 
something that never was before. It's  the 
power to reach the stars and the power to 
k ill the human race.”

That was 10 years ago.
Today the Hiroshima-type bomb has 

been converted into a mere trigger for 
bombs so powerful, so destructive and so 
dangerous that even experimentation with 
them has brought repeated warnings 
from the world’s most eminent scientists 
on the consequences to mankind.

Their use in a Third World War has 
become the nightmare haunting our planet. 
And the capitalists of America can no 
longer piously say as did PM the day after 
Hiroshima: “ Thank God, I t ’s OUR Atomic 
Bomb!”

The consequences of a Third World War 
are so grim that it  seems impossible any 
human being, even a capitalist, could 
deliberately plan fo r it  or so much as 
dream of using the H-bomb.

Yet we must never forget that it is now 
known that the Japanese government had 
already offered to surrender before the 
firs t atomic bomb was dropped. The con­
clusion seems inescapable that Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki were wiped out as menacing 
gestures toward the Soviet Union — as 
firs t great steps toward the cold war that 
was intended to be the prelude t.o World 
War III.

It is true that social and political forces 
beyond their control have now forced the 
men of Wall Street to draw back and even 
begin to sing hymns of peace and good 
will.

But it would be fatal to believe what 
they say today or to th ink they would not 
use the atomic bomb again.

Let’s decide to remember that as we 
recall the two cities that were deliberately 
obliterated 10 years ago.

exam iner who would conduct- an 
im p a rtia l hearing.

R E F U S E  TO D E F IN E  TE R M S
The hearing, which began Ju ly  

25 w ith  the governm ent present­
ing  its  “ case,”  has been a mockery 
so fa r. The governm ent lawyers 
have consistently refused to define 
the term s used re fe rr in g  to the 
IS L ’s alleged g u ilt .  Rauh’s de­
mands fo r  de fin itions  have been 
steadily ovem iled .

F u rth e r, the governm ent refuses 
to  present its  “ theory o f the 
case,”  i.e., w ha t i t  hopes to  prove. 
Th is elem entary procedure o f 
Am erican law  cus tom arily  fo rm s 
the prosecution’s opening s ta te ­
ment at every tr ia l.

W ithou t exp la in ing  what it  
would t r y  to prove, the IS L  g u ilty  
of. the prosecution began in tro ­
ducing in to  evidence isolated 
sentences and passages, ripped 
from  the context o f “ The F ight 
fo r  Socialism ,”  by Max Shacht- 
man. IS L  C hairm an. Demanding 
the whole book be introduced, 
Rauh denounced the government 
moves as “ cheesy tr ic k s ”  and 
“ vicious d is to rtions .”

A b ig  d ispute raged over Com­
m un is t wfbh a big C and com ­
m un is t wttih a l i t t le  c. The lo y a lty  
order on Which the “ subversive”  
lis t  is based re fers to “ Com­
m un is t”  w ith  a b ig  C. That has 
meant, in  past governm ent usage, 
connection w ith  the Comimnnist 
(S ta lin is t)  parties or the Com­
m un ist In te rn a tion a l.

Since the IS L  is rab id ly  an ti- 
S ta lin is t, no case can be made 
ou t aga inst i t  as “ Com m unist.”  
There fore the governm ent has 
sh ifted  its  ground to ca lling  the 
IS L  com m unist w ith  a l i t t le  c. 
despite the lo y a lty  order and sub­
versive lis t.  Rauh asked the 
reason fo r  the s h ift ,  the govern­
m ent’s d e fin ition  o f communism 
w ith  a l i t t le  c. etc.

At. each p o in t in the long 
dispute M orrissey ru led  in the 
governm ent’s favo r. Some tim e  
la te r when Isaac Groner, Rauh’s 
associate, happened to  refeT to 
" l i t t le  c communism and b ig  C 
communism,’ ’ M orrissey inquired 
what, th a t was. Th is was a tip - 
o f f  th a t the  exam iner had not 
even bothered o r been able to 
fo llow  the long previous a rg u ­
ments, but. had nevertheless ru led 
au tom atica lly  fo r  the govern­
ment.

Fo llow ing  M orrissey ’s refusa l 
to d isqu a lify  h im self, RauH sent 
the protest te legram  to  Brow nell. 
When the hearing reconvened 
Ju ly  27. no rep ly  from  Brow rie ll 
having been received, it was ad­
journed to  August 1.

The Pay-Off

\ f '  —i

Puppet Ruler Tears Up 
Indo-China Truce Deal

J U L Y  25 —  The Geneva ac­
cords lha t brought a truce to 
the c iv il w a r in Indo-China a 
year ago were to rn  to b its  Ju ly  
16 by N go Dinh Diem, the U. S. 
puppet tha t rules South V ietnam , 
when he made it  c lear that, there 
would be no elections a year 
from  now.

B ut th is ’ was not. enough. A 
wave o f te rro r  was unleashed in 
Saigon, J u ly  20, to in tim ida te  
the In te rn a tion a l A r m i s t i c e  
Commission whose job i t  is to 
enforce the term s o f the a rm is­
tice.

Diem 's armed gangs broke 
in to the M ajestic  and G allien i 
Hotels in Saigon where most o f 
the members o f the arm is tice  
commission live. They burned 
and sacked th e ir  way  through 
the rooms. S ix ty  people were in ­
ju red . A ccord ing to the N. Y. 
T imes, J u ly  21, “ A few  police­
men watched, but. seemed un­
w illin g  o r unable to stop the 
dem onstra tors.”

Accord ing to M ax Le rncr o f 
the N. Y. Post, “ the natibnal 
police stayed away fo r hours, 
know ing about the job  and w a it­

in g  fo r it to be completed — 
and then blamed it on Commu­
nists .”

Qn J u ly  23 D iem ’s gang of 
te rro r is ts  destroyed fo u r electric 
trans fo rm ers  w ith  bombs. On 
Ju ly  24 they blew out five  te le ­
phone re lay  stations.

A ll three governm ents tha t are 
responsible fo r  the A rm is tice  
Commission —  Canada. Poland 
and Ind ia  —  protested the te r ­
ror. The Ind ian governm ent 
charged in addition tha t the 
South V ietnam  reg im e had pass­
ed an in fla m m a to ry  reso lution 
aimed a t the “ e lim ina tion  of 
Polish and Ind ian prO-Commu- 
n is t elem ents”  .from  the a rm is ­
tice commission.

Thus a il the ta lk  tha t goes on 
in the U n ited Nations about ne­
gotiated settlem ent o f disputes, 
the sanc tity  o f trea ties and free 
and dem ocratic elections is ex ­
posed as so much hogwash in 
the Indo-China truce.

T H E  TR U C E
A year ago the w orkers  and 

peasants o f Indo-China were 
close to w inn ing  a complete v ic ­
to ry  over the French im p e ria l­
ists who occupied th e ir ’ eountry 
In  the hope that, v ic to ry  rould

be achieved w ith o u t fu r th e r  
bloodshed they pe rm itted  the 
K rem lin  to arrange a truce at 
Geneva which gave im peria lism  
a toehold in South V ie tnam . A 
national election was promised 
in tw o  years tim e to determ ine 
the wishes o f the people. I f  
elections were held, the revo lu ­
tion a ry  forces were con fident of 
the outcome.

A year ago the W a ll Street 
Journa l, puzzled at S ta lin is t 
motives in s ign ing  the Geneva 
truce, asked its e lf :  “ The ques­
tion  arises w hy they are now- 
agreeing to call o f f  th<* war 
. . . They already have the 
French on the run —  now would 
be a bette r tim e  than la te r (o 
run them a ll the way out.”

B u t i f  the S ta lin is ts  were 
quite ready to sacrifice  the vic- 
*ory o f the people o f Indo-China 
in o rder to convince the W all 
Street, im p e ria lis ts  o f th e ir  read­
iness to negotiate settlem ents of 
lispufes, U. iS. B ig  Business has 
no in ten tion  o f le tt in g  the Indo- 
Chinese decide th e ir  fa te . The 
Mine a rrived  to negotia te  the a r ­
rangem ents fo r  next yea r’s elec­
tion and Diem, who is financed, 
armed and directed by W all 
S treet, called o f f  the deal.

Puerto Ricans Fight Peonage in New Jersey
By Virginia Rivera

From the Spanish language 
press in New Y ork C ity  I 
learned about a group o f Puerto 
Rican q u a rry  w orkers near K in  
ston. New Jersey, who had been 
on s tr ik e  fo r  eleven mont is  
aga inst the La m be rfv ille  Quar -y 
Company. I  wondered what kind 
o f w o rk ing  conditions exist<-d 
there tha t could keep men f ig h t­
ing fo r  so long a tim e.

So last F r id a y  I made a t r ip  
to the scene, o f the s trike . I t  
was the ho ttes t day o f the year 
and the long ride was t ir in g .  I 
fe lt  even worse when I approach­
ed the area o f the q u a rry  and 
saw trucks  loaded w ith  rock 
leaving the area. I wondered i f  
the s tr ike  had fa iled  to stop 
production.

Suddenly 1 turned the bend 
and saw a group o f about, 
tw e n ty  p ickets b lock ing a road 
th a t went o f f  to the le ft. Ob­
v io us ly  th is  road led to the 
q u a rry  and these were the p ick ­
ets I  had been looking fo r.

T E A M S TE R S  ON S T R IK E
I was surprised to see th a t 

alongside the Puerto Rican p ick ­

et« who carried  signs sponsored 
by the In te rn a tio n a l Hod C ar­
rie rs B u ild ing  and Common 
Laborers U nion, A F L , there 
were non-Puerto Rican w orkers 
c a rry in g  picket signs from  the

A F L  Team ster’s Local 701.
M y sp ir its  picked up. W ith  

the tru c k  d rive rs  out, the Puer­
to Ricans were no longer iso la t­
ed in  th e ir  s trugg le . A f te r  p a rk ­
ing the car, I learned from  one

“ It Wasn’t My Idea,” Says Beck
The Executive Board o f the 

In te rn a tion a l Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, the largest union 
in the A F L , purchased Dave 
Beck’s home fo r  $160,000. 
Beck, the un ion’s president, 
w ill continue to live  in the 
house rent free.

The estate is located in one 
of Seattle ’s most fashionable 
neighborhoods. I t  is a lu x u r i­
ous la ke -fron t ranch house 
which includes a m otion p ic­
ture iro je c tio n  room, a sw im ­
m ing >ool, an a r t if ic ia l w a te r­
fa ll a t i j  extensive gardens.

The Team ster’s union is re­
putedly the richest in the 
world . It has a $35 m illion  
treasu ry . The g i f t  o f Beck's 
house is in addition to  his 
$50,000 salary.

Beck was quoted as saying 
tha t it  wasn’t his idea fo r the 
union to buy his house. He 
said he was outside the Board 
room when the vote was 
taken.

Union o ff ic ia ls  explained 
that the organ iza tion  is on ly 
g iv ing  Beck what his prede­
cessor, Danie l .1. Tobin, got. 
In 1013 the union bought T o­
bin an estate in M iam i Beach. 
In 1916 it bought a summer 
residence fo r Tobin at M arsh­
fie ld , Mass. A f te r  a l l;  they 
say. no one stays in F lorida  
d u rin g  the sum m er months.

Labor bureaucrats th in k  
like  c a p ita lis ts ; they look 
like  ca p ita lis ts ; so they f ig ­
ure they m ig h t as w e ll live  
like  cap ita lis ts .

o f the pickets tha t the team ­
sters had been out fo r  five 
weeks.

We were standing at the foot 
o f a steep h ill which was the 
main entrance- to the qu a rry . 
W hile  I was ta lk in g  to some of 
the pickets several em pty trucks 
pulled up to a stop to hear what 
the pickets had to say. A fte r  a 
few m inutes conversation the 
trucks  started  to ro ll again. 
They made a wide tu rn  at the 
foot o f the h ill,  and went ro a r­
ing  o ff. away from  the quarry . 
T h is  was a good lesson in how 
e ffec tive  a picket line can be.

The s tr ik e  began last. August 
when 75 qu a rry  w orkers walked 
o f f  th e ir jobs. O n ly 15 s tr ike rs  
have been able to rem ain as 
pickets. The, others were forced 
to find work elsewhere. The only 
Help the fifteen have received 
steadily is from  three s trike rs  
who got jo b s  just to pay the 
ren t and food expenses o f the 
fifteen pickets.

S T R IK E  D E M A N D S
Before the s tr ik e  the Puerto 

Rican laborers were being paid 
ju s t the federal m in im um  wage, 

(Continued on page 2)

Parley with 
Mao Regime 
To Follow

By Joseph Hansen 
The chorus of praise for 

the G e n e v a  Conference, 
which ended July 23, is wide
and loud. Eisenhower spoke o f 
the assurances tha t were made 
o f in tent “ to pursue a new 
s p ir it  of concilia tion  and co­
opera tion”  and his hope th a t 
“ these assurances w il l  be fa ith ­
fu lly  carried out.”  Khrushchev, 
f i r s t  secretary o f the Soviet 
Communist P arty , echoed E is­
enhower 'by decla ring  Ju ly  25 
th a t “ both sides won the con­
v ic tion  lh a t ne ither side wants 
w a r.”

O f the 1,500 correspondents 
sent to Geneva to cover the pa r­
ley fo r  the cap ita lis t press, even 
♦hose inclined to p lay  down its  
im portance s t ill put the label 
"encourag ing progress" on the 
resu lts o f the ga thering .

M oreover, the conference was 
im m edia te ly  fo llowed by a s i­
multaneous, prearranged an­
nouncement in W ashington and 
Peking o f a m eeting to begin 
Aug. 1 between representatives 
of the two governm ents. T h is  
m eeting at the am bassadorial 
level w ill take up such issues 
as the  release o f Am erican 
prisoners.

I t  W ill also seek “ to fa c ilita te  
fu r th e r discussions and se ttle ­
ment o f certa in  o ther p ractica l 
m atters now at issue between 
both sides,”  according to the 
S tate Departm ent.

W ash ing ton ’s obvious aim  in 
th is  move is to pa ra lle l the 
sh ift in its  d ip lom atic  re la tions 
w ith  Moscow by a complemen­
ta ry  s h ift in re la tions w ith  Pe­
king. I t  fo llow s the e a rlie r ex­
p lo ra to ry  t r ip  to P ek ing  by 
U n ited N ations head H am m ar­
sk jö ld  and a series o f consular 
meetings in Sw itze rland between 
U. S. and Chinese o ffic ia ls .

Both the ca p ita lis t and S ta lin ­
ist press praised E isenhower as 
a “ peacemaker,”  p u b lic ity  th a t 
did the Republican president, no 
harm  as an aspirant, to re-elec­
tion in 1956.

The general im pression th a t 
‘ he Geneva Conference m arks a 
tu rn in g  point, in the cold w a r is 
'o rree t. [t m arks the end o f the 
stage o f m il ita ry  disengagem ent 
tha t began w ith  E isenhower’s 
agreem ent to a truce f i r s t  in 
Korea and then in Indo-China—  
a re trea t forced by the power­
fu l revo lu tiona ry  resistance o f 
the Asian peoples to western 
im peria lism .

A nd the Conference can be 
said to m ark the beginning o f a 
m ajor e ffo rt by W ashington to 
appear before the w o rld  as a 
‘‘ peacemaker" —  a power in ­
terested more than a ll others in  
preventing war.

SCORES G A IN
As a m a jo r opening move on 

th is  plane, the State D epartm ent 
ce rta in ly  scored a b ig  gain. This 
success, o f course, was made 
possible only by the cooperation 
o f the S ta lin is t bureaucrats rep­
resenting Moscow. Instead o f ex- 

(O oiifinued on page 2)

NAACP to Probe 
Peonage in N. J.
The N a tion a l Association fo r 

the Advancement o f Colored 
People announced J u ly  21 tha t 
it was sending its  labor sec­
re ta ry  Herbert H ill to  conduct 
an “ on-the-spot investiga tion  
o f alleged v io la tions of federal 
anti-peonage and in vo lu n ta ry  
servitude s ta tu tes”  at the 
K ingston , Pennington a n d  
Lam bertv ille . New Jersey rock 
quarries. The N A A C P  said 
that “ approx im ate ly  75 Puerto 
Rican workers have a llegedly 
been detained under armed 
guard and forced to live  in 
company - ow ned compounds 
w hile w o rk ing  long hours fo r 
substandard wages.”  TSee 
s to ry  on th is  page about the 
s tr ik e  o f these qu a rry  w o rk ­
ers.]



If Ruark Had to Choose Over Again
Several layers of d irt and World-Telegram have been 

lying on my bathroom floor for some weeks. Through all 
these weeks, the printed face of one Robert C. Ruark has 
been locking up from that floor. The face looked as though 
it  meant business. And the business looked phony.

Having heard somewhere that this Ruark had written 
a book — something for the blood-and-guts trade, I decided 
to clean up my bathroom, and find out — in passing, what 
makes Ruark scribble.

Well: Mr. Ruark turned out to be straight from the 
shoulder, all right — straight from the shoulder-pad, that 
is. He was beefing about white American male waiters: 
they have no pride in their profession — like European 
waiters, like American colored waiters, etc. etc. Waitresses, 
it  seems, also don’t suit Mr. Ruark. He, i f  he had to choose 
over again, would become a waiter — one proud of his 
profession. All this is the straight-from-the-shoulder style ; 
no fancy ideas; no fancy language; the kind that reg’lar 
guys even tough guys appreciate — guys like Pegler, 
Winchell, etc. etc.

A fte r Einstein made his “ I ’d be a plumber”  statement, 
Ruark, in step w ith the giants of his time, opined that 
“ he’d be a waiter,”  and he has a column to prove it.

Now the question arises anent Mr. Ruark: What 
profession does he think he’s in, anyway? He writes from 
the standpoint of one comfortably seated at the table, 
passing judgment, not unpatronizingly, on the food, the 
service, etc. However, a closer look w ill disclose that this 
is an illusion Mr. Ruark shares mainly with those other 
gents with the tough shoulder-pads. Indeed, Ruark is lucky 
he is only a menial. I f  things really get tough for his 
bosses, Mr. Ruark will find himself coming to table along 
w ith the rest of the Mulligan stew.

However, let us not dwell on what happens to the 
fa ith fu l retainers when a newspaper like the Sun folds 
up; or more recently, the Brooklyn Eagle; or when the 
bosses are really in trouble. Let us rather look at the 
toughness of a Ruark, or a Winchell. How are they tough? 
And with vrhom?

W ell: we must concede that they’re pretty rough cn 
punchbags, toy ballons, and the toes of anyone who finds 
himself fla t on the pavement. From his safe distance, 
Ruark subscribes to the view that big bombs and hot lead 
made good Africans, good Asians — and good Americans 
too, if  hard work and righ t thinking do not. But Ruark 
himself takes frig h t easily — beats it  the hell out of 
America when his impressionable nostrils smell an A-bomb 
war right around the corner. He comes back, with a book 
and a swagger, only when his mature political savvy has 
proven itself safely wrong.

And Winchell? America’s fearless reporter? He can 
scarcely open his mouth without the smell of Edgar 
Hoover’s boots reeking from his tongue — a prevalent 
halitosis with publicists and politicians, these days. But 
w ith “ Commies,”  washed-up movie hams, and society 
bums: with these, Winchell neither asks nor gives quarter.

An integral ingredient in the phonyness of present-day 
capitalist society is its “ toughness,”  its willingness to 
either “ take it ,” or “ dish it  out.”  But we know this only 
from their own mouths, from the mouths of the Winchells, 
the Ruarks, from that peculiar aperture in the face of 
John Foster Dulles. We have yet to see them “ take it .” 
We have yet to see them figh t when the odds are really 
against them. — William Godspeed

John Thayer
Increase o f the national m in i­

mum wage to S l-an-hour ap­
peared assured as the House of 
Representatives, fo llow ing  ear­
lie r  Senate action, voted the in ­
crease and Secretary o f Labor 
Janies I’ . M itche ll announced 
that he was recommending to 
E isenhower tha t the b ill be 
signed.

The House f in a lly  passed the 
b ill on J u ly  20 by a vote o f 
362 to 54. O f those vo tin g  fo r  
the $1 m in im um , 192 were Dem ­
ocrats and 170 Republicans. O f 
those vo ting  against, 29- were 
Democrats and 25 Republicans. 
Not on ly were more Democrats 
against the increase bu t they 
represented a s lig h tly  h igher 
percentage o f th e ir  p a rty  in the 
House than did the Republicans 
wrho were against.

Indeed, the f in a l stages o f the 
f ig h t on the b ill saw a steady 
s tream ing o f Republican Con­
gressmen away from  E isenhow­
e r’s 50 cents-an-hour recommen­
dation to the $1 fig u re . This 
assured passage o f the b ill.  On 
the o ther hand the strongest 
supporters o f the 90-eent f ig u re  
were Southern Democrats.

The Senate passed a $1 m in ­
im um  wage b ill on June 8. W hat 
the tw o -p a rty  lineup was at th a t 
tim e, however, is unknown since, 
as the New Y ork  T iines then

reported, “ few er than 25 Sena­
tors appeared to be on hand”  to 
vote on the im p o rtan t b ill.

There are a few  d ifferences 
between the b ills  passed in the 
Senate .and the House. The Sen­
ate b ill would increase the m in ­
imum wage levels in Puerto 
Rico s lig h tly , in order to m ain­
ta in  the ex is ting  wage d iffe re n ­
t ia l between tha t low-wage, 
bosses’ paradise and the m a in ­
land U . S. The b ill passed by 
the House does not m ention 
Puerto Rico. A lso the iSenate 
b i l l ‘would make the $1 m in im um  
e ffec tive  as of Jan. 1, 1956,
w hile  the House b ill would post­
pone i t  two more months.

Conspicuous by its  absence in 
both b ills  was any extension of 
coverage. T ry in g  to make p o li­
tica l cap ita l o f th is , Secretary 
p f Labor M itche ll, w h ile  recom­
m ending the b ill to Elsenhower, 
deplored the fac t tha t i t  was 
on ly “ h a lf a b i l l. ”  The. m in im um  
wage law  change tha t E isen­
hower asked in his State o f the 
U n ion message to the opening 
session o f th is  Congress “ would 
have given to m any m illions  o f 
low-paid workers the pro tection 
they need,”  M itche ll added.

Before the election of th is 
Congress, Democrats in the 
N o rth  campaigned w ith  promises 
to labor tha t they would not 
only increase the m in im um  wage

Model of Medical A-Reactor

to $1.25 but would extend the 
law ’s coverage to at least fou r 
m illio n  more workers in in te r ­
state commerce and remove the 
exem ptions on occupations em ­
p loy ing  another two and a ha lf 
m illion .

Thus both c a p ita lis t parties 
were com m itted to broadening 
the coverage o f the law . How. 
come ne ithe r the Senate nor 
House b ill does so ? The answer 
to th is  “ rid d le ”  is th a t the 
s tra teg is ts  o f the Dem ocratic 
P a rty , who. con tro l both Houses, 
decided to extend the la w ’s cov­
erage next year ra the r than th is. 
They hope thereby to pass 
themselves o f f  as “ frie n d s  o f 
labo r”  tw ice ra th e r than ju s t 
once. Moreover, doing it  next 
sum m er w ill help the Democrats 
in  the 1956 pres identia l election 
campaign.

In the meantim e the Congres­
sional “ friends of labo r”  are 
qu ite content to let m illions of 
underpaid workers and th e ir  
fam ilies  continue fo r  x another 
year t ry in g  to get along on 
wages below $ l-an -hou r.

'Both the A F L  and the CIO 
have long been a g ita tin g  fo r  a 
$1.25 m in im um  wage. M any la ­
bor-supported Democrats said 
they would f ig h t fo r  i t  in  Con­
gress. Y et no serious f ig h t  was 
made. Those few  Congressmen 
■who went on record before a t 
hearings fo r  $1.25, did so in a 
pe rfunc to ry  fashion. The $1.25 
proposal was voted down in  the 
Dem ocratic-contro lled labor com­
m ittees in both House and Sen­
ate.

The Dem ocratic P a rty  propa­
gandists are t ry in g  to pass o ff  
the $ l-an -hou r m in im um  wage 
as a g re a t g i f t  to labor, and 
the trade union press is abe tting  
them in th is. A c tu a lly  the f ig u re  
is p it i fu l ly  inadequate. I t  repre­
sents a b ig  re tre a t from  labo r’s 
o rig in a l, modest demand.

The f ir s t  federal m in im um  
wage law w ent in to  e ffec t in 
1938 d u rin g  the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tion . I t  set the s ta rva ­
tion fig u re  o f 25 cents-an-hour 
as the m in im um . In  1945 th is  
was increased to 40 cents. In 
1949 the Dem ocratic 81st Conga-ess 
under T rum an made 75 cents the 
m in im um . T h is  was hopelessly 
in su ffic ie n t to meet the in fla ted  
cost b f liv in g . The very House 
Labor Com m ittee which reported 
the b ill,  called it  “ inadequate.”

Y et th is  obsolete f ig u re  re­
mained in e ffect fo r  fiv e  years 
w h ile  prices again were sky-

A scale model of the first atomic energy reactor designed 
for medical research is viewed in Los Angeles by l)r. Stafford 
L. Warren (le ft), dean of the University of California; Gen. 
Omar Bradley, chairman of the board, Calif. Inst, for Cancer 
Research; and I)r. Chauncey Starr, vice-president of the company 
which w-ill build the device. The reactor will be constructed 
underground on the UCLA campus. With the machine, radiation 
can be directed on a patient a few feet away.

. . .  Puerto Ricans Fight
(Continued from  page 1)

75e an hour, fo r  w ork th a t .pays 
$2.45 in o ther New Jersey areas. 
The w ork  was dangerous and 
the hours were long, and they 
had to live in a Company camp.

The Puerto Ricans are asking 
fo r  $1.25 an hour and h igher 
rates fo r  jobs th a t are the most 
dangerous. In addition, they 
w ant overtim e pay and fr in g e  
benefits inc lud ing  pa id holidays.

The qu a rry  is s t i l l  opera ting. 
We heard dynam ite  blasts w h ile  
we were ta lk in g . The pickets 
to ld me th a t the company im ­
ported Puerto Rican s tr ik e ­
breakers fro m  New Y ork  C ity . 
They b rought them in du rin g  
the n ig h t and kept them under 
armed guard in the Com pany’s 
camps.

One o f the pickets took us to 
see th e ir present liv in g  quarters. 
We rode down the h ill and tu rn ­
ed o f f  the road in to  a k ind o f 
gu lley. There was a la rge red 
shack— the rooms were barren 
w ith ou t fu rn itu re . In the fro n t 
o f the “ house”  were some rocks 
and tin  cans tha t f had been a r-
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ranged to serve as a stove for 
cooking meals. This is where the 
pickets go to eat and sleep after 
a long day of picket duty.

When we returned to the 
picket line I asked one o f the 
tru ck  d rive rs  i f  th e ir  union 
would stay out u n til the labor­
ers also got a contract. “ O f 
course,”  was the rep ly . “ These 
fe llow s have been fig h tin g  long ­
er than we have. We p icket to ­
gether. No one goes back un til 
we a ll go back.”

One o f the men c a rry in g  a 
Team ster’s sign told me he was 
not a truck  d r iv e r He is an en­
g ineer “ Three engineers are 
ou t,”  he said “ I came out w ith  
the Team sters and the y ’re go ing 
to get me back on the job. M y 
union hasn’t done a th in g  fo r  
us.”

The pickets had high hopes of 
w inn ing  the s tr ik e  against the 
Company th a t rakes in pro fits  
from  peonage labor conditions. 
And I adm ired the s p ir it  o f 
these s trike rs . B u t as I made 
my w a y 'b a ck  home through the 
heavy t ra f f ic ,  I couldn’t  help 
but ask m yse lf w hy these s t r ik ­
ers had to live in such te rrib le  
poverty  month a fte r  m onth —  
why they had to get along on 
p ra c tica lly  no th in g  and live  in 
a barren shack w ith  on ly  stones 
to cook on —  when they were 
members o f two pow erfu l and 
rich union organ izations.

The Teamsters’ Union, I have 
heard, is one of the richest 
unions ir> the world. What is all 
that wealth and power for, if 
not to help the workers get I 
organized?

UMT BILL TO GIVE BRASS 
CONTROL OF S. YOUTH

A peacetime universal m ilitary training system will 
go into effect fpr the f irs t time in U.S. history when Con­
gress passes the Reserves Bill this week. Both houses 
have already adopted va rian ts  5>
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o f the measure and conferees 
have agreed on a f in a l d ra ft.

Th is Reserves B ill is a sup­
plement to the fo u r year exten­
sion o f the d ra ft law  voted by 
Congress on June 28.

On previous occasions, d ra ft 
laws were a lw ays presented as 
w a r-tim e  measures or re lated to 
specific alleged “ na tiona l emer­
gencies.”

However, the current d ra ft 
extension and Reserves B ill are 
being enacted w ithou t even the 
benefit o f such excuses. On the 
con tra ry  th e ir  passage coincides 
w ith  negotia tions to b ring  about 
a truce in the cold war.

These two measures m ark, 
there fore, the in troduction  in to  
the U. S. o f the system o f a 
s tanding peace-time a rm y based 
on com pulsory un iversa l m ilita ry  
tra in in g . Under th is  system the 
reactionary  o ffice rs ’ caste is 
given m astery over the youth 
o f the country.

I t  was to escape s im ila r 
b lig h tin g  o f the best years of 
th e ir lives th a t innum erable 
Europeans in the 19th century 
fled from  Europe to Am erica. 
Now the Prussian system is be­
com ing a perm anent fea tu re  o f 
cap ita lis t ru le  in the U. S.

I t  is true  th a t under the sys­
tem being enacted by Congress, 
young men w ill not have to g ive 
up the s taggering  num ber o f 
years to the m il ita ry  brass which 
fea tured the Prussian system o f 
the 19th century. These usually 
numbered a m in im um  o f five  
years o f active service fo llowed 
by numerous years in the re ­
serves.

Nevertheless, the cu rre n t U.S. 
com pulsory m il ita ry  tra in in g  sys­
tem w ill subject every male 
youth to from  six to e igh t years 
contro l by the labor and Negro- 
ha ting  U. S. brass hats.

Thus, i f  d ra fted , a young man

w ill have to serve a two year 
hitch' in the active arm y, fo llo w ­
ed by th ree-year service in the 
ready reserves and one year in 
the stand-by reserves. Service in 
the active reserves would re ­
quire th a t he pa rtic ip a te  in 48 
d r ills  plus 17 days o f fie ld  t ra in ­
ing per year.

Or youths 17 to 181/, can escape 
the two - years d ra ft  by vo lun­
tee ring  fo r  s ix  months in  the 
active arm y, fo llowed by seven- 
and-a -ha lf years in the ready 
reserves.

In  opposing passage o f the 
Reserves B il l the CIO, th rough 
Thomas Burke, ch ie f o f con­
gressional lia ison, denounced 
what it  called im posing “ a rb i­
tra ry  m ilita ry  ju r is d ic tio n ”  over 
young people, when they “ should 
be aw akening to  the fu lle r  d i­
mensions o f A m erican life .”

The CIO also pointed out a 
num ber o f inequities members of 
the ready reserves would s u ffe r 
as w o rk in g  men. F o r instance, i f  
they worked afte rnoon sh ifts , 
they m ig h t have to lose w o rk ­
tim e to attend weekly n ig h t 
d r ills . Then, they would prob­
ab ly have to devote th e ir  vaca­
tion  tim e to fie ld  tra in in g . And 
they m ig h t be d iscrim inated 
aga inst in h ir in g  or p rom otion1 
because o f co n flic t between job 
and m il ita ry  duties.

Enactm ent o f a U M T  measure 
gives the lie  to E isenhower’s 
proclam ations at Geneva th a t hd 
pursues the goal o f w o rld  peace. 
The A d m in is tra tio n ’s “ new look" 
m il ita ry  program  —  o f w h ic ^  
the d ra ft  extension and Re­
serves B ill are part —  ra the r 
underscores tha t fo r U. S. B ig  
Business the Geneva truce is 
on ly a b rea th ing  spell in  which 
be tte r to prepare fo r  W orld  W ar 
I I I .

[See N egro S trugg le  column 
on page fo u r fo r  more on Re­
serve B il l- f ig h t . ]

rocketed by the Korean “ police 
action”  and the huge cold-war 
m il ita ry  budgets. N o r w ill the 
new m in im um  o f $1 represent 
any real increase.

C IO  s ta tis tic ians  have shown 
tha t the increased cost o f l iv ­
in g  and the national average, 
m an-hour increase in . produc­
t iv ity  would demand a new m in­
im um  o f at least $I.06-an-hour 
m erely to m a in ta in  the “ inade­
quate”  m in im um  set in 1949.

F urthe rm ore  there has been 
a de te rio ra tion  in the law ’s cov­
erage since i t  was o rig in a lly - 
passed in 1938. Mere occupa­
tions have been excluded from  
the law ; more em ployers have 
been granted exem ptions from  
the wage and hour provisions.

Those workers now g e ttin g  
fro m  75 to 99 cents-an-hour, i f  
they ane covered by the law , 
w ill receive increases o f from  
$10 m axim um  to 40 cents (less 
increased tax  deductions) fo r  a 
40-hour week. The Departm ent 
o f Labor estim ates th a t ap­
p ro x im a te ly  2,100,000 w orkers, 
m ostly  in the South, w ill be so 
benefited. They w ill receive $40 
(less deductions) fo r  a 40-hour 
week oi' $2,000 (less deductions) 
fo r  a year (assum ing \tw o  weoks 
o f vacation or unem ploym ent), 
when the law  goes in to  e ffec t 
next year.

The Research D epartm ent of 
the CIO T ex tile  W orkers Union 
has b rough t up to date the an­
nual cost o f a “ necessary m in i­
m um ”  budget fo r  a fa m ily  of 
fo u r  fixed  by the U. S. Bureau 
o f Labor S ta tis tics  in 1951 a fte r  
a survey o f prices in 34 A m e ri­
can cities. The fig u re  today v a r ­
ies fro m  $3,812 in the least ex­
pensive c ity  up to $4,454. Thus 
to live  on the “ necessary m in i­
m um ”  in the cheapest c ity  (New  
Orleans) the breadw inner fo r  a 
fa m ily  o f fo u r today needs a 
m in im um  wage o f $1.95-an-hour.

D u rin g  the depression the 
W P A  drew up an “ emergency 
budget . . . which m ay be nec­
essary under depressed condi­
tions”  fo r  a fa m ily  o f fou r. I t  
warned o f “ health hazards i f  
fam ilies  had to live  a t th is  level 
fo r  a considerable period o f 
tim e.”

B rough t up lo date by CIO 
s ta tis tic ia rts , th is  budget comes 
to $2,430 fo r a year. That would 
require  a m in im um  wage o f $1.22 
an-hour fo r a fu l l  w o rk  year o f 
2,000 hours. Yet the ten-cent 
“ friends o f labo r”  are crow ing 
about the ir great w ork  in  pass­
ing the $ l-an -h ou r m in im um .

It was to be expectecLthat following the recent con­
tract settlement in the auto industry, CIO leader Walter 
Reuther would.picture himself as a great labor statesman
pioneering a new advance w ith  s>-

. . . K r e m l i n  Gives
(Continued from  page 1)

posing the drive  tow ard im ­
pe ria lis t w a r tha t is inhe ren t 
in the cap ita lis t economic sys­
tem  represented by Eisenhower, 
Khrushchev and the others of 
his crew  granted precisely w hat 
Dulles wanted, an admission of 
the peaceful in ten tions o f A m e r­
ican im peria lism .

I f  peace were so easy to 
achieve, i f  i t  hinged s im p ly  on 
the goodw ill o f the heads o f 
states, on the c learing  up of 
personal m isapprehensions and 
m isunderstandings, t h e n  the 
w orld  could sleep w ith  tra n q u il­
l i t y  fo llo w in g  Geneva. But cer­
ta in  b ru te  fac ts  in te rfe re .

F irs t  o f a ll, despite a ll the 
soothing ta lk  about peace, n e ith ­
er side offe red to w ith d ra w  a 
s ingle troop from  the areas i t  
occupies.

Secondly, despite the sancti­
monious discussion about dis­
arm am ent, the w a r p lan ts  con­
tinue to ham m er out the case- 
ings fo r  H-Bombs and a ll the 
vest o f the ins trum ents capable 
o f leve ling  c iv iliz a tio n  to the 
ground.

P U B L IC IT Y  S T U N T
Eisenhower, i t  is true , offered 

to open up A m erica ’s m il ita ry  
b lueprin ts  and m il ita ry  areas to 
Soviet inspection. T h is  was 
greeted by the press as a clever 
p u b lic ity  s tun t. There was no 
ind ica tion  th a t the Soviet heads 
would accept the o ffe r  since i t  
meant by way o f rec ip roc ity  
tha t Am erican planes would be 
pe rm itted  to make aeria l photo­
graphs o f the Soviet U n ion —  
an operation th a t we m ay sup­
pose is indicated as h ig h ly  de­
sirable on the re a lly  secret blue­
p rin ts  o f the T h ird  W orld  W ar 
projected by W a il S treet. W hat 
Moscow would learn by s im ila r 
aeria l reconnaissance over the 
U. S. would not be much.

Yet Khrushchev, Bulganin , 
etc. were so eager to prove th e ir 
a m ia b ility  tha t they let E isen­
hower get away w ith  even th is  
gross piece o f hypocrisy.

W hat prevents the w orld  pow- 
fro m  ach ieving enduring  

peace are certa in  deep-going con­
trad ic tions  in  c a p ita lis t economy, 
above a ll the Am erican sector. 
F o r example, the enormous p ro f­
its  in  the hands o f the cap ita lis t 
class require investm ent on a 
w orld  scale. 'B ut th is  fina nc ia l 
and economic operation requires 
p o lit ic a l s ta b ility  abroad —  th a t

means fo re ign  governm ents un­
der W a ll S tree t’s contro l.

Am erican B ig  Business re ­
quires m onopoly contro l over the 
raw  m ateria ls  o f the globe. 
Maintenance o f tha t con tro l re ­
quires troops, e ithe r na tive  or 
Am erican.

The Am erican cap ita lis ts  can­
not s u ffe r com petition, in the 
long run, even fro m  o ther cap­
ita l is t  classes, inc lud ing  the as­
p ir in g  ca p ita lis t classes o f the 
colon ia l areas.

W O R LD  R E S IS T A N C E
Y et in  the face o f such basic 

needs th a t d rive Am erican cap­
ita lis t  in te rests across our fro n ­
tie rs , the m a jo r ity  o f the 
w o rld ’s population seeks inde­
pendence, the development of 
na tional security  and th e ir  own 
well being. In  fa c t there are 
tens and even hundreds o f m il­
lions o f people abroad who seek 
to transcend the c a p ita lis t sys­
tem and achieve the h igh e r o r­
der o f socialism .

T h is desire had its  f i r s t  suc­
cessful explosive action in  the 
Novem ber 1917 revo lu tion  in 
Russia. In  the wake o f th a t 
revo lu tion a series o f fu r th e r  
revo lu tiona ry  explosions occur­
red a fte r  W orld  W ar I I ,  above 
a ll in China.

The leaders o f Am erican B ig  
Business understand fu l l  w ell 
tha t in  the f in a l analysis they 
can pu t down these develop­
ments and make the w orld  safe 
fo r  cap ita lism  on ly  by w a r —  
w ar on a scale never seen in 
h is to ry .

But they also know that such 
a war can prove suicidal, par­
ticularly under the present re­
lation of forces. They discovered 
this in action in Korea.

As the bourgeoise w ith  its  
long p o lit ic a l experience in  anal­
ogous situa tions a lw ays does, 
i t  called a re tre a t in hope of 
ga in ing  tim e, s treng th  and a 
be tte r position. Am erican cap­
ita lism  especially needed to mend 
its  d ip lom atic  fences —  to re ­
move the curse of being openly 
recognized th roughou t the w orld  
as the main fountainhead o f the 
d rive  tow ard atom ic destruction.

R e lax ing w o rld  tension, A m e r­
ican B ig  Business now stands 
on the w orld  stage, o live branch 
in hand.

B u t the w orld  had be tte r lis ­
ten to th a t sound o f f  the stage. 
I t  is the beating o f steel in to  
arm am ents in  p repa ra tion  fo r  
another war.

his so-called Guaranteed Annual 
Wage. And i t  appears th a t th is  
image o f h im se lf is accepted by 
about everybody except the one 
who counts most —  the guy w ith  
the lunch pa il.

The w o rke r on the production 
line does not share the general 
esteem fo r  the U A W  ch ie f and 
he gave convincing dem onstra­
tion  o f his fee lings in the series 
o f ran k -an d -file  s trikes tha t 
broke out upon the s ign ing  of 
the new agreement.

T h is  gap between the ranks 
o f the auto union and its  lead­
ers is duplicated alm ost every­
where in the A m erican labor 
movement. I t  is rooted in the 
s im ple fac t th a t the labo r b u r­
eaucracy, hav ing  won a place 
fo r  its e lf  close to the fro n t ta ­
ble where the feeding is p re tty  
good, is determ ined to prove 
tha t i t  can be o f service to 
b ig  Am erican cap ita l.

But to be o f service in the 
year 1955 is, in the last analysis, 
to jo in  up w ith  the forem an, the 
superv isor and the tim e-study 
men to get more production out 
o f the line. A n unending and 
continuous ba ttle  goes on da ily  
between those subject to the 
murderous pressure o f the line, 
and management forces seeking 
to m a in ta in  and increase speed 
and output.

In th is  da ily  s trugg le  all 
union po litics  begin. A ll the w ise­
acres apd sm art com m entators 
fa i l  to understand the f irs t  
th in g  about w hat is go ing on in 
the auto union because they can­
not understand th is  v ita l and 
basic con flic t.

IN  R E U T H E R ’S CORNER
How  revea ling  i t  is then to 

read w hat the spokesman o f th i 
A m erican S ta lin is ts  in the la ­
bor movem ent has to say about 
developments in auto. George 
M orris , labor expert o f the Daily 
W orker, w r i t in g  a series in  that 
paper J u ly  11-15 on the auto 
and steel settlem ents puts the 
S ta lin is ts  four-square in W aite: 
Reuther’s corner.

A pp a re n tly  concerned that 
Com m unist ' P a r t y  adherents 
w o rk in g  in the p lan ts  m ig h t fo l­
low  th e ir  class ins tinc ts  and re ­
spond to the discontent and dis­
sa tis fac tion  o f the w orkers on 
the line, M o rris  does a job from  
the le ft  fo r  the labor statesmen 
A c tin g  as w a te r boy fo r  Reuther 
and McDonald, know ing fu ll well 
th a t they won’t  acknowledge the 
service pub lic ly , is no deterren t 
to M orris .

W ith  ju s t enough c ritic ism  to 
make his p itch  plausible, the 
S ta lin is t labor expert goes to 
w ork  on how to in te rp re t the so- 
called “ w ild  ca t”  s trikes tha t

followed the negotia tions o f Reu­
the r’s team. A f te r  he fin ishes, 
the credulous reader o f the 
D a ily  W orke r would have lo  be­
lieve tha t these rank and f ile  
explosions were rea lly  pro-Reu- 
the r dem onstrations.

And lo  make the point s lick . 
M orris  charges tha t it is un­
fo rtun a te  fac tiona lism  tha t sees 
“ the local s tr ikes  as an li-K e u - 
th c r when in effect they were 
against the company FOR ad­
d itiona l local demands.” 1

O f course, these s trikes were 
aga inst the companies, but a t 
the same tim e  they expressed 
the deep h o s t ility  and resent­
ment o f the ranks over the 
agreem ent negotiated by Reu­
ther. The desperate a ttem pts  by 
the R eutherites to end these 
s trikes  made clear how they 
viewed them.

R A N K -A N D -F IL E  S T R IK E S  
These ran k -an d -file  strikes, 

so-called “ w ild  cat s trikes ,”  worn 
concessions th a t had otherw ise 
been ignored o r bargained away 
by the R eutherite  negotia tors. 
A ll the subsurface power and 
m ilita n cy  o f the ranks came 
pouring  out in g re a t dem onstra­
tions. A ll the discontent, dis­
sa tis fac tion  and resentm ent o f 
the auto w orkers exploded in 
these strikes.

Can the Reutherites conta in  
and defeat th is  power? By them ­
selves i t  is hopelessly out o f the 
question. To head o f f  the d is­
content and antagonism  o f the 
•anks a new and m ore s k il lfu l 
lemagogy is needed. And 
s the service tha t the S ta lin is ts  
if fe r .

W hy, it may be asked, should 
he S ta lin i^ s  make such a de- 

‘erm ined hid lo  get in to  the 
leu the r ten t?

The answer becomes obvious 
vhen the c u rre n t S ta lin is t po- 
itica l line is understood. They 

have set th e ir  course upon the 
■reation o f a new popu lar fro n t. 
They seek u n ity  w ith  the top 
'abor .bureaucracy inside the 
Tem ocratic P a rty ; and in order 
to achieve th is  they have taken 
th e ir  stand w ith  them in the 
co n flic t between the rank and 
f i le  and the leadership o f the 
auto union.

George M o rr is ’s a rtic les  are 
he m ost serious bid to date fo r  

admission in to  R euther’s camp. 
They m ust be understood as g iv - 
:ng the line fo r  the com ing po­
lit ic a l cam paign in 1956. F o r 
oo litica l coa lition  w ith  the labor 
bureaucrats in the Dem ocratic 
P a rty , the S ta lin is t leaders con­
sider th a t k n if in g  the in te rests 
o f the men on the production 
line is a sm all enough price to 
pay.

The heat wave th a t has b lank­
eted the coun try  fro m  the Rock­
ies to the- A tla n tic  Ocean in the 

past few  weeks 
has fa iled  to pu t 
a stop to the ac­
t iv it ie s  o f the 
M il ita n t  A rm y , 
which, as is well 
known, is not a 
seasonal job.

Several agents 
have o r d e r e d  
fro m  800 to 1,000 
ex tra  copies o f 
the M il ita n t fo r  

special w ork and d is tribu tions . 
I t  is too ea rly  as ye t fo r  the re ­
ports  on these a c tiv itie s  to be 
in. However, M yrna  Woods 
w rite s  fro m  C leveland: “ On Sat­
urday W oodrow Chace, Andrea 
M organ, M arv in  Scalia and I 
d is tr ib u te ! the1 thousand M il i ­
tan ts. As soon as any resu lts 
come in we w ill le t you know .”  

D u rin g  the sub cam paign the 
practice o f mass d is tr ib u tio n  
proved qu ite  e ffec tive . In  a num ­
ber o f cases sales a ttem pts were 
made a t the same po in ts where 
d is tr ib u tio n s  had taken place. 
The sales resu lts proved that 
considerable in te res t in the paper 
was aroused by the in it ia l d is ­
tr ib u tio n .

E very  day b rings in  some sub­
scrip tions —  some new, some 
renewals —  fro m  a ll pa rts  of

the country. Th is is another in ­
d ication o f the serious approach 
taken a t the end o f the cam­
paign to continue the w o rk  be­
gun at th a t tim e. Roberta F re- 
ho ltz w rite s  fro m  A lle n to w n : “ I 
am sending money fo r  tw o one- 
year subs, one a new one and 
one a renew al.”

The New Y ork  Local in fo rm s 
us tha t “ 19 papers were sold in 
an hour-and-a -ha lf on a B rook­
lyn  street corner by E leanor 
Forstm ann and George Hauser. 
Three copies o f the issue con­
ta in in g  the te x t o f the E inste in  
statem ent were sold by Ronald 
Breck w h ile  Bert Fenner and 
Ruth H u tz le r sold e igh t o f the 
same issue, and Johnny Tabor 
and John Adam s sold f iv e  a t the 
New School fo r  Social Research. 
Two o f the students were in ­
terested in fu r th e r  discussions, 
w h ile  one wants to a ttend fo ­
rum s.”

F rom  numerous areas come 
reports o f picnics being planned. 
These picnics enable our friends  
to en joy cool a ir  away from  
heated cities and towns. These 
are occasions fo r  new and old 
readers to become acquainted.

Now subscribers who would 
like  lo  be no tified  o f sucih events 
should w r ite  to us and we w ill 
pu t them in touch w ith  the near­
est g roup o f M il ita n t  readers.
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Page Three

Attention J. Edgar Hoover
We respectfully call the attention of J. 

Edgar Hoover, chief of the FBI, to a most 
sinister case of subversion that could well 
mean the end to the whole security system 
so painfully built up since Truman issued 
his Loyalty Order in 1947 and purged the 
government of communists, socialists, 
radicals, free thinkers and sexual perverts.

The derogatory information that has 
come to our attention is nothing less than 
an offer by the present incumbent of the 
White House to a gathering of top Kremlin 
agents behind closed doors in the foreign 
city of Geneva that should make what 
hair the FBI chief has le ft stand on end.

The offer was that we “ give to each 
other a complete blueprint of our m ilitary 
establishments from beginning to end. 
Next to provide w ith in our countries 
facilities fo r aerial photography.”

We expect that the head of the FBI 
w ill take immediate action in accordance 
w ith the Loyalty Program.

F irst of all, the guilty government em­
ployee should be fired at once as an 
obvious- security risk. I f  he demands a 
hearing, we suggest he be given the 
standard run-around as part of the punish­
ment.

Next, it  should be determined whether 
he was given the usual Loyalty Oath on 
taking office. I f  not, his accomplices in 
avoiding the Oath should be fired at once. 
I f  he did take the Oath an investigation 
should be launched at once for possible 
perjury proceedings.

We respectfully suggest also that the 
FBI at once determine just who in the 
State Department was responsible for 
issuing a passport to this government 
employee perm itting him to travel abroad 
in foreign countries where he could meet 
Kremlin agents in secret gatherings.

This, i t  seems to us, is the minimum 
action required by the FBI. More, of 
course, should be considered.

For instance, we note that the Rosen­
berg couple were charged w ith passing 
on to the Enemy only some minor blue­
prints. They denied the charge to the end. 
Nevertheless they were electrocuted.

In this case not a few minor blueprints 
are involved but “ a complete blueprint of 
our m ilita ry establishments from begin­
ning to end.”  And as i f  that were not 
enough, letting down our immigration 
barriers and radar defenses to pilots and 
planes of the Enemy and letting them take 
aerial photographs of the entire country 
including our A-bomb and H-bomb plants. 
What should the punishment for that be?

To be sure, Hoover can take another 
course, one more in keeping with reality, 
tha t is to publicly acknowledge that the 
whole Loyalty Program and Spy Hunt 
were deliberately cooked up as a gigantic 
hoax on the public — part of a nationwide 
witch hunt aimed at all dissident thinkers, 
but especially radical-minded workers. 
That was why they were hounded from 
jobs, blacklisted and terrorized.

The hot potato is yours, Mr. Hoover.

The Most Important Right of A ll
In the last several weeks, U.S. courts 

have handed down the following rulings:
The Federal government can’t  deny a 

citizen his passport without due process 
of law, because that is arbitrary.

The Federal government can’t — w ith ­
out due process of law — evict a tenant 
from a housing project who refuses to 
sign a “ loyalty oath,”  because that is 
arbitrary.

Thus a U.S. citizen has been found to 
have the constitutional right to travel, and 
to live in a government housing project.

But when w ill the courts uphold the 
most vita l r igh t of all — namely, to hold 
a job and earn a livelihood?

Thousands of government workers have 
been fired a rb itra rily  fo r alleged political

ideas or association w ith organizations 
arb itrarily  listed by the U.S. Attorney 
General as “ subversive.”

A ll talk of freedom is a mockery as long 
as the freedom to a livelihood is taken 
away. And i t ’s not only a question of gov­
ernment employes. The Attorney Gen­
eral’s “ subversive”  lis t has been utilized 
by employers in industries far removed 
from any “ security”  areas to build up a 
political blacklist and victimize thousands 
of workers who have the “ wrong ideas.” 

If, as the courts now maintain, the gov­
ernment must observe constitutional safe­
guards in its capacity of passport 
dispenser and landlord, why not also in 
its capacity of employer?

What’s In a Name ?
The name of the merged labor move­

ment w ill be the “ AFL and CIO”  according 
to the agreement reached by conferees of 
both organizations.

This dual name is symbolic. I t  points 
up all the weak sides of the unification. 
The ' merger does not take place as a 
result of an upheaval in the class struggle 
that brings about genuine fusion of all 
organized workers under a new program 
and leadership.

I t  takes place through agreement among 
top bureaucrats without actively involving 
the membership in formulating unity 
terms.

The top agreement leaves the entire 
bureaucratic structure in the affiliates of 
both organizations intact. A ll the baronies 
continue undisturbed. Labor czars rule 
over their respective empires as before. 
None of the revenue, prestige and power 
of the top officialdom in any of the unions 
is to be disturbed one iota by the merger.

What the dual name symbolizes, there­
fore, is that the AFL-CIO merger begins

as a bloc among top bureaucrats rather 
than a genuine unification.

But the impact of the merger w ill carry 
the AFL and CIO much further than that. 
For, in future upsurges of the working 
class, the ranks will take a hand.

Even now they sense the vastly in­
creased potential power that unification 
brings to labor, and they favor the merger, 
despite its bureaucratic auspices.

When the merged organization launches 
great new organizing drives; when it  
undertakes a figh t to win a th irty-hour 
week at forty-hours pay; when it  breaks 
with the Democratic Party and builds a 
Labor Party — then this w ill also mean a 
complete overhauling of the structure of 
the labor movement.

New leaders w ill come forward from the 
ranks of the workers to put this program 
into effect. They w ill collide with and 
replace the present class-collaborationist 
and bureaucratic gang.

The labor movement w ill be united from 
top to bottom and w ill emerge invincible 
in its struggles against U.S. Big Business.

The Talbott Case
The current investigation of Secretary 

of A ir Force, Harold E. Talbott, is part of 
the Democratic Party strategy for 1956. 
This strategy is quite simple. The Repub­
licans are attacked as the “ party of Big 
Business”  and the Democrats represent 
themselves as the party of the common 
man.

Talbott, in addition to his $18,000 gov­
ernment salary draws $50,000 a year as a 
partner in the engineering firm  of Paul 
B. Mulligan and Co. According to his 
testimony it  is mere coincidence that his 
firm  and personal profits zoomed while he 
was Secretary .of the A ir  Force.

Talbott’s case is one of a series. There 
was the case of Defense Secretary Wilson, 
formerly head of the General Motors 
Corporation. Wilson tried to explain that 
there was no contradiction between his 
being a big wheel in GM while handing out 
contracts to it  as head of thé Defe .se De­
partment. “ What’s good for GM is good 
for the country,”  he argued.

Then there is the more recent case of 
Adolphe Wenzell. He was a paid consultant 
fo r the Budget Bureau which approved the 
Dixon-Yates contract. A t the same time he 
was vice-president of the F irs t Boston

Corporation which became the financial 
agent in the Dixon-Yates deal.

These Democratic Party revelations 
about Big Business greed and crookedness 
conceal two important facts.

(1) Under the Democratic administra­
tions Big Business executives also in­
fested Washington. Remepiber the “ dollar- 
a-year”  men during World War II? 
Remember Knudsen, also a president of 
the GM corporation? Remember the cost- 
plus contracts through which these boys 
handed out billions to their pals?

(2) Big Business does not depend on 
direct representation in Government de­
partments to maintain their rule in the 
U.S. They are the real economic and poli­
tical power by virtue of their private 
ownership of the means of production. 
This private ownership of the huge in­
dustrial power of the U.S. gives them their 
control of newspapers, radio, TV, movies, 
schools, and above all the two capitalist 
parties.

Big Business rule in the U.S. w ill be 
smashed only when this power of owner­
ship of wealth in the means of production 
is taken away from the capitalists and 
turned over to a Workers and Farmers 
Government where i t  belongs.

T H E  H I E I T X N T

Background of Civil W ar in Morocco
By George Lavan

Each day’s newspaper ch ro n i­
cles the speed w ith  which M o r­
occo is m oving tow ard revo lu ­
tion . T h is  has more than o rd i­
nary in terest fo r the thousands 
o f A m erican fam ilies  whose G i 
sons, husbands and bro thers are 
stationed in the seething French 
colony. I f  Morocco becomes an­
o ther Indo-China or Korea, what 
w ill be the ro le o f the IJ. S. 
troops now there?

W hat are the issues in M o r­
occo? W here should the  sym pa­
th ies o f A m erican w orkers lie?  
To answer these questions, the 
background m ust be b r ie f ly  
sketched in.

Morocco, which resembles Cal­
ifo rn ia  in area, popu lation, topo­
graphy and clim ate, had been an 
independent country fo r  over 
1,000 years when the 20th Cen­
tu ry  dawned. B u t in the f ir s t  
decade o f th is  cen tury , the im ­
p e ria lis t powers, hav ing  cai-ved 
up the rest o f the w orld , turned 
th e ir  eyes on Morocco. F o r a 
w h ile  its  independence was pre­
served by a stalem ate as to 
who should get the prize. In 
fa c t W orld  W ar I  nearly  broke 
out in  1906, ra th e r than e igh t 
years la te r, over Morocco.

T R E A T Y  O F A LG E C IR A S
A conclave o f the im p e ria lis ts  

averted w a r w ith  the T re a ty  of 
A lgeciras. Th is tre a ty  guaran­
teed the independence o f M o r­
occo, “ in te rna tiona lized ”  i t  eco­
nom ica lly , i.e. opened i t  to a ll 
im p e ria lis t nations. The U . S. 
along w ith  o the r nations, signed 
and ra t if ie d  th is  tre a ty

However, secret trea ties  be­
tween B r ita in  and France about 
Morocco existed. These were 
carried out in 1912 when the 
solemn guarantee o f Moroccan 
independence was ignored and 
France forced a P rotecto rate on 
the A ra b  kingdom .

Techn ica lly, Morocco was s t i l l  
a country . I t  kept its  own Sul­
tan and ambassadors to other 
countries, etc. In  fact the French 
A rm y  and a French Resident 
General took over runn ing  the 
country . The “ p ro tection ”  racket

o f the im p e ria lis ts  d iffe rs  on ly 
in scale, from  the practice of 
Am erican gangsters. Once the 
protectors get a foot in the 
door they take over the p ro ­
tectee’s business.

The Moroccan people resisted 
the French im p e ria lis ts  every 
inch o f the way. In  fa c t the 
most remote sections o f the 
country were not subdued u n til 
1934 —  32 years a fte r  the in ­
vasion.

P a rt o f the secret im p e ria lis t 
deal was tha t France would not 
keep a ll o f Morocco —  a sec­
tion  would go to Spain and Tan­
g ie r would be run  by an in te r­
na tiona l c o m m i s s i o n .  Thus 
French im peria lism  a f te r  fo rc ­
in g  a p ro tectora te  tre a ty  on the 
Moroccan Sultan,/ sublet, as i t  
were, considerable sections o f 
th is  “ independent" cou n try  to 
o ther nations.

FR E N C H  R U L E
Here are some o f the resu lts 

o f over 40 years o f French “ p ro ­
tection .”  The Moroccan peasants’ 
land has been s tead ily  e xp ro p ri­
ated. One o f the resu lts is tha t 
the Moroccan people, who are 
90% a g ric u ltu ra l, now have a 
low er standard o f liv in g  than 
before the French took over. 
F o r example 2 Vz m illio n  acres 
o f the besrt land now belongs to  4,-

200 French ‘colons’ (s e ttle rs ). Be­
fo re  French occupation, Morocco 
was an im p o rtan t exporter of 
g ra in , today i t  is an im porte r. 
Moreover, fam ines, fa r  surpass­
ing  any known before the French, 
now recur as in 1937 and in 
1945 when over a m illio n  M o r­
occan peasants and w orkers died 
o f s ta rva tion .

Forced labor is imposed on 
thousands o f na tive  peasants. 
Those tha t s t i l l  have plots o f 
land are o ften  forced to leave 
th e ir  fie lds  and w ork on the 
crops o f the ‘colons’ o r anyone 
in- a u th o rity . Landless peasants 
are forced to w o rk  on French 
estates fo r  p ra c tica lly  no th ing  
(th e  m in im um  wage in  in du s try  
is 11 cents an hour, in  a g ric u l­
tu re  it is non-existent.)

French cap ita lism  uses M o r­
occo as a m ilk  cow. I t  is forced 
to im p o rt products fro m  France 
a t  h igh  p rices  and exp o rt to 
France a t low prices. French 
cap ita lis ts , banks and colons own 
a lp iost eve ry th ing , the M oroc­
cans no th ing. Super-explo ited 
labor y ie lds tremendous p ro fits . 
F rench cap ita l m anipu la tes the 
Moroccan currency to the bene­
f i t  o f its e lf  and im poverishm ent 
o f Morocco.

The pove rty -s tricken  M oroc­
cans are burdened w ith  taxes, 
w h ile  there  are ha rd ly  any on

U.S. Planes Used Against Algeria
The U.S. government is no 

neutral in (he struggle be­
tween the Algerian national­
ist movement and French im­
perialism. U. S. aid is going 
to the French.

The July-August issue of 
Toward Freedom, a newslet­
ter on colonial affairs, pub­
lished in Chicago gives the 
following information: The A ir 
Force press desk in Washing­
ton on Feb. 21 confirmed that 
an American plane and pilot 
dropped French paratroopers 
over Algeria on Feb. 4 in an 
operation against the revolu­
tionary forces.

On June 23, the French

government announced that 
Washington granted priorities 
for helicopters to be used by 
the French army in Algeria. 
The “whirlybirds” are of cru­
cial importance in guerilla 
warfare.

“On precisely the sarqe 
day,” says Toward Freedom, 
“the Houseof Representatives 
without opposition called for 
a foreign policy ‘to support 
other peoples to achieve self- 
government or independence.”

That resolution was aimed 
solely against the Kremlin 
und conveniently overlooked 
Eisenhower’s aid to French 
imperialism.

Our Readers Take the Floor
Craft Union 
Jigsaw Puzzle
Editor:

In  the June 13th issue at the 
bottom  o f page 3, there appear­
ed an item  th a t stated:

“ The Brotherhood o f R a ilw ay  
T ra inm en, la rges t o f the inde­
pendent ra il unions, is under­
stood to be ta lk in g  m erger w ith  
A F L -C IO . By jo in in g  the new 
labor federa tion  the BRT would 
have to surrender 8,000 bus 
d rive rs  and 8,000 sw itchm en to 
other A F L  unions.”

I  know tha t th is  is an a w fu lly  
la te date to  comment on it ,  but 
here goes anyway.

I t  would be b e tte r i f  you’d 
spell i t  Brotherhood o f R a ilroad 
Tra inm en.

The BRT cla im s about 80,000 
switchm en, and the iSw itchm en’s 
Un ion o f N o rth  Am erica, A F L , 
has about 10,000 to 12,000 mem ­
bers. The BRT president has 
been ne go tia tin g  inclusion in 
the m erger; the Board o f D ire c t­
ors has given th e ir  approva l; 
and every ind ica tion  is th a t i t  
w i l l  go th rough . W h ile  the BRT 
w il l  lik e ly  be w illin g  to g ive up 
its  bus d rive rs  to the A m a lga ­
mated, i t  ce rta in ly  w ill not give 
up nearly  h a lf  o f its  m em ber­
ship to get in to  the m erger.

I t  seems to me th a t the most 
lik e ly  v a r ia n t would be fo r  the 
BR T to sw allow  up the li t t le  
S U N A  i f  the a f f i l ia t io n  goes 
through .

The head o f the Brotherhood 
o f Locom otive F irem en and En- 
ginemen is also n e go tia tin g  to 
b r in g  h is organ iza tion  in to  the 
m erger. The head o f the B ro th ­
erhood o f Locom otive Engineers 
has been pu b lic ly  c r it ic a l o f the 
u n ity  agreem ent as no t g iv in g  
s u ffic ie n t consideration to sm all 
unions. A p p a re n tly  he couldn’t  
get the deal he wanted. The 
head o f the O rder o f R a ilw ay  
Conductors and Brakcm en has 
been more o r less fr ie n d ly  but 
pu b lic ly  non-com m itta l re g a rd ­
in g  a f f i l ia t io n  fo r  h is o rgan iza­
tion . I  believe th a t chances are 
excellent fo r  the inclusion o f 
a ll the opera ting  ra il unions in 
a fa ir ly  sho rt tim e.

C. S.
Minneapolis, Minn.

On Baltimore's 
Jim Crow Taverns
E d ito r:

B a ltim ore , I am aware, is a 
damned pecu lia r place, bu t the 
in te rp re ta tio n  o f the Supreme 
C ourt’s ru lin g  th a t segregation 
is ille g a l, in  regard to  taverns 
in  B a ltim ore , is the m ost un­
usual which has ever come to 
m y a tten tion .

A s th ings  stand now, Judge 
M anley has ru led, in e ffec t, tha t 
the tave rn  owners do no t have 
to pay any a tten tion  to the Con­
s t itu t io n  o f the  U n ite d  States,

or Supreme C ourt decisions, bu t 
can make th e ir  own laws.

I believe i t  would be w e ll 
w o rth  y o u r white to  g a t some 
p h o to g ra jiis  o f Negroes, who 
when in  w h ite  neighborhoods, 
cannot d r in k  beer in a tavern  
on a hot day, bu t have to  buy a 
bo ttle  o f beer, then go to  an 
a lley, s it  clown i f  they can find 
some place to s it, and en joy the 
cooling d rink , provided th a t no 
cops comes along to chase them.

B a ltim ore  is some place!
I). S.
Baltimore, Md.

Women's Wages
Editor:

In  you r issue o f M ay 30, 1955, 
you have a f il le r  which states: 
Women hold 29% o f the jobs in 
the U..S. bult they receive on ly 
60% as much pay as men fo r  
equal w ork. Now o rd in a r ily  I 
hold the M il ita n t  in h igh  regard 
fo r  its  w e ll documented artic les  
and re liab le  sources o f in fo rm a ­
tion  bu t in th is  case you r in ­
fo rm a tio n  seems to be a l i t t le  
b it  dated.

S ixteen years ago, in 1939, 
th a t is, a woman alm ost made 
60% o f w h a t men made— to be 
exact 59.1%. B u t then the equal 
pay fo r  equal w o rk  laws began 
to be passed and the slogan 
equal pay fo r  equal w o rk  be­
came ve ry  popular, like  a pac i­
f ie r to a baby. And, ju s t lik e  a 
pacifie r, there was no th ing to  it .  
The bosses, always happy w ith  
loophole leg is la tion , po in t w ith  
pride to the few  states th a t 
passed equal pay laws, mumble 
the m e rry  phrase in  th e ir  
beards, A N D  C U T  the percent­
age o f women’s wages compared 
to men’s to 44.1% in  1951.

Here is a scale fro m  the 
pam phlet, Women A s W orkers ; 
a s ta tis tica l guide, page 87 (U.S. 
Dept. o f Labor —  W om en’s 
Bureau D-65 50 ):
Percent W om en’s M edian In ­
come was o f M en’s Median In ­
come

the w ea lthy  F rench settle rs. F o r 
example there  is a 15% tax  on 
sugar, w h ile  je w e lry , fu rs , and 
o ther luxuries  bought by the 
French residents are untaxed.

H U G E  B U R E A U C R A C Y
W ith  the taxes squeezed fro m  

the poor the French have erect­
ed a huge governm ent bureauc­
racy, whose m ain purpose is to 
provide w e ll-pa id , easy jobs fo r  
Frenchmen. From  1938 to 1940 
the bureaucracy was more than 
doubled in  numbers. R e la tive ly  
speaking i t  is the most costly 
c iv il service in the world . In 
1951 its  salaries consumed over 
80% o f M orocco’s revenue. No 
wonder so l i t t le  is le f t  fo r  
public health, education, etc. Yet 
w ith  the racism , in troduced by 
the French im p e ria lis ts , only 
a sm all m in o r ity  o f Moroccans 
are in the c iv il service and these 
are m ostly  doormen, sweepers, 
messengers, etc.

I ll i te ra c y  has g row n under 
French rule. W h ile  there are good 
public schools fo r  every French 
child in Morocco, there are pub­
lic  schools fo r  less than 8% o f 
the na tive  ch ildren. P riva te  
schools, supported by the M or­
occans, have been harassed and 
closed by  the im p e ria lis ts , who 
w ant to keep the masses ig n o r­
ant.

For over nine m illio n  M oroc­
cans there are on ly 250 state- 
employed doctors. The ra te  of 
na tive  in fa n t m o rta lity  is over 
28%.' The highest in Ihe world. 
The peasants live  in m iserable 
huts. The workers in  the c ities 
live  in  slums o r “ b idonvilles” —  
huge shanty towns made o f 
packing crates and fla ttened  t in  
cans (bidon in  French means 
t in  can).

The Moroccans are deprived 
o f even hav ing  de fin ite  c iv il o r 
c r im in a l laws. W h ile  there is a 
w r itte n  code o f laws fo r  the 
French popu lation, there is none 
fo r  the native. Hauled before a 
court, a Moroccan can be cha rg ­
ed w ith  an y th in g  the police de­
sire and sentenced to w hatever 
the judge feels like . Thousands 
o f non-po litica l prisoners have 
served long term s, inc lud ing  
s o lita ry  confinem ent and hard 
labor, w ith o u t ever kno w in g  
w hat “ la w ”  they were supposed 
lo  have vio lated.

NO C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S
N o t on ly  is th e ir  coun try  

carved up in to  three d iffe re n t 
colonies, the Moroccans cannot 
even tra ve l th rough  French M o r­
occo free ly . I t  is d iv ided in to  
zones, and ■passports —  hard  to  
get fo r  natives, not needed by 
Frenchm en —  are requ ired to 
pass fro m  one zone to another.

The Moroccans have no c iv il 
libe rties . The French declared 
a state o f emergency in 1914 
and have never revoked it. F ree ­
dom o f speech, o f assembly and 
o f the press are non-existent. 
Moroccan labor unions, po litica l 
pa rties  and o the r o rgan iza tions 
are forb idden —  even the Boy 
Scouts were banned in 1942.

Yet the whole b ru ta l mecha­
nism o f im p e ria lis t repression 
has fa iled . The unbe lievab ly 
bloody re ign o f te rro r  in s titu ted  
by (he police and a rm y, loo, has 
fa iled . L ike  o ther colon ia l peo­
ples the Moroccans are th ir s l-  
in g  fo r  freedom. Moreover, a 
w o rk ing  class has come in to  
existence to spark and lead the 
f ig h t.

[N e x t week: The Moroccan
People F ig h t Back.]

W orld  Events

1939 59.1
1945 47.1
/,347 50.5
1948 48.6
1949 48.8
,7)0 45.1

r; «  44-!
i f  urce: U.S. D epartm ent of
b mmerce, Bureau o f the Cen- 

rr  .3, C u rren t P opulation Reports.
c Taken by m a jo r occupational 
b m ips, the gap between m en’s 
‘c id wom en’s wages is w idest 

i l f  long Sales W orkers— 33.2% or
r ( out one -th ird : W om en’s Me- 

fu >n wage o r sa la ry  income in 
51 —  $1,361; M en’s M edian 

-d tge o r sa la ry  income in  1951 
JU $3,083.
a, J ’d like  to quote the sam 
vi >ok on the question o f fam ilies 
h here both the husband and 
,e ife  w o rk :
|c “ Both the extent to which 
I v ives pa rtic ip a te  in  the labo r

force and the level o f w ives’ in ­
comes when they do w o rk  are 
d ire c tly  re la ted to the husbands’ 
incomes. The percent of wives in 
the labor force decreases m a rk ­
ed ly in accordance w ith  the hus­
bands’ incomes. W hereas about 
one-th ii'd  o f the w ives were 
working: in  fam ilies  in  w h ich the 
husbands’ incomes were between 
$1,000 and $3,000, on ly about 
one-seventh o f the w ives were 
w o rk in g  when th e ir  husbands’ 
incomes were $6,000 o r more. 
F u rthe rm ore , 1951 data show 
th a t the median income o f 
w o rk in g  w ives o f husbands w ith  
incomes o f $4,000 o r more was 
dose to $2,000, w h ile  incomes 
o f w ives whose husbands earn­
ed less than $2,000 a year was 
on ly about $1,000.

“ Am ong the reasons fo r  these 
re la tionsh ips m ay be the fa c t 
th a t husbands and w ives tend to 
have s im ila r  backgrounds, edu­
cation, experience, and w ork  
qua lifica tions ; fu rthe rm o re , w ives 
o f h igher-incom e men m ay be 
re luc tan t to accept low -pay ing  
jobs, since th e ir  need fo r  addi- 
tidn a l income is less pressing 
than in  low-incom e fam ilies .’’

And fo r  any man o r woman 
who hasn’t  m il ita n t ly  fo u g h t in 
th e ir  union fo r  contracts fea­
tu r in g  equal pay, sen io rity  in  
h ir in g , f ir in g , prom otion , t ra in ­
ing, and m a te rn ity  leaves, le t 
me show them who benefited fro m  
th e ir  apathy. Accord ing to the 
N a tiona l Association o f M anu­
fac tu re rs , and s ta tis tics  from  
the Federal Reserve Board in 
New  Y o rk  C ity , m anufacture rs  
made 5.4 b illio n  do lla rs p ro fit 
fro m  the d iffe rence pa id to 
women fo r  the same o r s im ila r 
w ork  done by men in  1951. (D r. 
F u rs t, “ The N euro tic , H is  Inn e r 
and O uter W orlds”  —  quoting  
Grace H utch ins in  “ W omen W ho 
W o rk ” ).

Thanks again fo r  p u ttin g  out 
such a w onderfu l paper.

J. J,
San Francisco, Cal.

t in  her ve ry  in fo rm a tive  le t­
te r, J.J. gives s ta tis tics  fo r  me­
dian wages. In  the event any 
readers are unclear about me­
dian and average, the fo llo w in g  
m ay help. Average is the to ta l 
divided by the num ber o f in d i­
v idua ls involved. M edian is the 
m id -po in t fo r  g ll those invo lved; 
h a lf  would be above th a t figu re  
and the o ther h a lf below. Thus 
i f  five people received wages 
respective ly o f $3, $4, $5, $7, 
and $18, the  average wage 
would be $7.40, b u t the median 
wage would be $5. Median wage 
figures g ive a more accurate 
p ic tu re  o f the  s itua tion . Thus 
when a corpora tion  o r the gov­
ernm ent gives an average wage 
and sa la ry  s ta tis tic , in to  which 
the sky-h igh  salaries o f  the 
executives have been lumped, 
the average w il l  be d is to rted  as 
fa r  as seeing w h a t the average 
w o rke r is  ge tting .— E d.]

T H IS  IS  N E W S ? D rew  M id ­
dleton, o f the N. Y . T im es, in 
com m enting on the Geneva Con­
ference, J u ly  25, made the fo l­
low ing  observation on the K rem ­
lin ’s po licy : “ Len in ’s dream of 
Germ any as the ‘p rinc ip le  lin k  
in a chain o f revo lu tions ’ seems 
to have been replaced by a po l­
icy th a t seeks pa ss iv ity  and se­
c u r ity  in Europe.”  T rue. B u t i t  
happened about 31 years ago.

* * *
T H E  S O UTH A F R IC A N  GOV­

E R N M E N T  expla ined w hy the 
16-year-old A fr ic a n  w inne r o f a 
K en t scholarship was refused a 
passport to trave l to K en t, 
Conn., fo r  studies. D r. van 
Rooyen, in fo rm a tio n  o ff ic e r  o f 
N a tive  A f fa ir s  D epartm ent, ex­
plained th a t the youth fa ile d  to 
ge t a ce rtifica te  o f character 
fro m  the police departm ent. The 
police saw “ no p o in t in  issu ing 
a ce rtifica te ,”  the N .Y . Tim es 
reported, because they had ad­
vance in fo rm a tio n  th a t the pass­
po rt would be refused.

*  *  *

B U C A N D A ’S K IN G  w ill be 
pe rm itte d  to  re tu rn  fro m  E n g ­
lish  exile  to ru le one m illio n  
tribesm en, i t  was announced 
J u ly  22. The K in g , M utesa I I ,  
was exiled in 1953 by the B r i t ­
ish because the K in g  would not 
“ obey orders”  as he was sup­
posed to  do according to the 
agreem ent signed by his prede­
cessor in  1900.

* * *
T H E  S T A L IN IS T S  O U S TE D

the secretary general o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  o f U ru gu ay, E u­
genio Gomez, on charges o f 
se rv ing  “ Yankee Im p e ria lism ”  
and placed Rodney A rism end i at 
the head o f the p a rty . Gomez’ 
son was prev ious ly  ousted on a 
s im ila r  charge.

* * *
H IR O S H IM A  M A Y O R  Tadao 

W atanabe, appealed ,to  the B ig  
F ou r a t Geneva to ban a ll nu ­
clear weapons and p ro h ib it  th e ir  
production. “ The atom  bomb,”  
he said, “ m ust not be used even 
fo r  re ta lia tio n .”

* ' *  *
O N E  BIG  A C H IE V E M E N T  in

Geneva, according to N .Y . H e r­
ald T ribune correspondent, M a r­
gue rite  H igg ins , was th a t Mos­
cow and W ash ing ton “ confirm ed 
th e ir  convictions th a t ne ithe r 
side wanted o r was p lann ing  a 
hydrogen w a r.”  —  Then w hy the 
s to ckp ilin g  o f nuclear weapons? 

*  * *
S IT  DO W N S T R IK E  IN  C U ­

B A N  B A N K S  th a t began J u ly  
22 was declared ille g a l by the 
M in is try  o f Labor. The s tr ike  
aga inst a ll Cuban branches o f 
the F irs t  N a tiona l C ity  B ank o f 
New Y o rk  was in support o f a 
demand fo r  a 20% increase in 
wages. N a tiona l C ity  refused to 
nego tia te  and the s tr ik e  spread 
to a ll Cuban banks. The s tr ike rs

rem ained a t th e ir  posts bu t re ­
fused to w ork. The Labor M in is ­
t r y  ordered a wage freeze fo r  
six m onths w h ile  the dispute is 
investiga ted and ordered the 
s tr ike rs  to resume w o rk  by J u ly  
25. The union declared i t  would 
not accept the wage freeze de­
cree.

*  *  *

O N E  W A Y  TO W IN  A N  
E L E C T IO N  was dem onstrated in 
Sanghar, P ak is tan, J u ly  21. The 
C h ie f M in is te r o f S ind Province, 
Mohammed A yub  K huhro  w a n t­
ed to be elected to the P ro v in ­
c ia l Assem bly. He file d  nom ina­
tion  papers in accordance w ith  
election rules. W hen fo u r  o ther 
asp ir in g  candidates a rrived  to 
f ile , they were picked up My 
police, taken 20 m iles in to  (he 
jung le , kep t fo u r  hours, then 
driven deeper in to  the ju ng le  
and hpld another fo u r  hours. 
W hen they f in a lly  go t back on 
fo o t th e ir  cars were m issing. 
They decided to  “ concede de­
fe a t”  and Khuhro  was “ elected 
unopposed.”

*  *  *

T W E N T Y  O N E  F R E E M A S ­
ONS IN  S P A IN  w ill be tra n s ­
fe rred  to federa l prisons on 
J u ly  27 to serve th e ir  sentences. 
They were convicted last No­
vem ber in  a secret t r ia l  on 
charges o f o rgan iz ing  a masonic 
lodge in Barcelona in  1944. Free 
m asonry was outlawed in  Spain 
in 1940. One o f those convicted 
was sentenced to a 15-year te rm .

*  *  *

A L A B O R IT E  P L E A  in the
B rit is h  House o f Commons to 
call o f f  the planned Hydrogen 
bomb test was rejected by the 
Eden governm ent on J u ly  25.
The laborites asked fo r  a w o rld ­
w ide ban on nuclear tests u n t il 
sc ientists had completed studies 
on rad ia tion  dangers.

*  *  *

A N T I-U .S . F E E L IN G  GROWS
in  M exico among people both in  
and out o f governm ent as G uat­
emalan refugees are subm itted
to  police surve illance. M exicans 
fee l the U. S. is responsible fo r  
police tam pe rin g  w ith  the r ig h t  
o f p o lit ic a l asylum . In  add ition  
there  is popu la r sym pathy fo r  
the refugees.

*  *  *

C A N A D A  G E T S  HORROR 
T R E A T M E N T  w ith  the  v is it  o f 
Val Peterson, U . S. C iv il De­
fense A d m in is tra to r, to Toronto. 
Newspaper jo u rn a lis t, F r a n k  
Tumpane, objected s tro n g ly  th a t 
“ no useful purpose is served by 
con tinu ing  a ttem p ts  to scare the 
liv e r  and lig h ts  ou t o f every 
man, woman and ch ild  on the 
con tinent.”  He quoted Peterson 
as saying, “ The T h ird  W o rld  
W a r w i l l  ob lite ra te  every b ig  
c ity  in N o rth  A m erica .”  F u r th ­
ermore, ‘ Peterson expressed the 
view  th a t the e lim in a tio n  o f w a r 
was no t ve rv  lik e ly .
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The Negro Struggle th i MILITANT
Mine Union Speaks on Jim Crow and UMT

In the recent fig h t against the military- 
reserve bill the magazine of the m ilitant, 
but politically conservative, United Mine 
Workers, carried on an especially vigorous 
campaign both on the Jim Crow national 
guard issue as well as against m ilitariza­
tion of the country. Here are excerpts 
from the lead editorial of the July 1, 
United Mine Workers Journal:

“ Just who do President Eisenhower and 
the ‘great brains’ on Capitol H ill who 
regard themselves as m ilita ry ‘experts’ 
th ink they are kidding with all their 
phony accusations against those who 
oppose Universal M ilita ry Training?

“ Let’s get down to cases, boys. I f  UMT 
is such an ‘ important’ project for the 
defense of America — which we don’t 
th ink it  is — let’s get on w ith the vote. 
Let’s stop try ing  to fool the people with 
ludicrous charges that Rep. Adam Clayton 
Powell (D-N. Y.) is holding things up be­
cause he is opposed to racial segregation.

“ I t ’s not Powell who’s -holding things 
up — and you know this perfectly well. 
Seems to us i t ’s a simple issue of right and 
wrong. And the people who are wrong'are 
the Dixiecrats — as usual. They want to 
continue segregation in the National 
Guard. The President says racial segrega­
tion is wrong. The Declaration of Inde­
pendence says i t ’s wrong. The Constitution 
of the United States says i t ’s wrong. The 
Supreme Court says i t ’s wrong. And Powell 
is simply agreeing. So who’s responsible 
fo r the ‘stall’ ? You guessed the answer. 
I t ’s the Dixiecrats. They won’t  support 
UMT unless they can make the rules. And 
their rules call fo r continuation of segrega­
tion.

“ So, we get highly annoyed when the 
so-called ‘im partial’ Washington news­
papermen write that i t ’s Powell ‘whose 
anti-segregation amendment bottled up the 
f irs t b ill’ (in the House of Representa­
tives). I t  isn’t  either. It's  the Dixiecrats 
who bottled it  up, and they intend to keep 
it  bottled up unless everyone else in Con­
gress and government will ‘compromise’ a 
basic moral principle.

“ And righ t at this point, Mr. President, 
since you took time out from more 
pleasant activities to write a letter tt 
Powell castigating him fo r insisting that 
racial segregation in the armed forces is 
wrong, how about w riting a sim ilar letter 
to Rep. Carl ‘The Admiral’ Vinson (D-Ga.), 
chairman of the House Armed Services 
Committee. We’d suggest you tell Vinson 
o ff in the same terms you told Powell off. 
And we’d suggest that you tell Vinson 
that he and his Dixiecrat pals ‘unbottle’ 
your pet UMT legislation and let’s get on 
with the vote. Maybe you ought to tell 
Vinson about the Supreme Court decision 
on racial segregation in the public schools. 
He probably hasn’t heard about it. Or 
maybe he thinks i f  he ignores it, it  w ill 
go away.

“ . . . Are you afraid the people won’t 
like the idea of their sons being regimented 
into m ilitary service for eight years? Are 
you afraid the people might remember 
that one of the principal reasons our fore­
fathers came to America in the firs t place 
was to get away from universal m ilitary 
training? Are you afraid the people might 
be wise to the fact that the m ilita ry brass 
hats want more and more power to dictate 
to free Americans ?”

Old Age Pensions
------------------------ - By Roy Gale -------------------------

“ Dear Mrs. Blank:
“ Our records show that your insurance 

policy now has a cash-in value of $1,158.21. 
You also have a cemetei'y lot valued at 
$50. Because your personal property now 
exceeds the $1,200 lim it we ai'e forced to 
cut o ff your old age assistance.”

The above coldly-worded letter was sent 
to an old age pensioner I know. She is over 
70 years old and has no other form of 
income than the miserable dole handed 
out by the state in the name of old age 
assistance. But she does have an insurance 
policy, you see, which is worth a little  
over a thousand dollars and a cemetery 
lot. This is personal pi-operty, and, of 
course, old age assistance cannot be given 
to anyone w ith more than $1,200 in per­
sonal pi-opei-ty.

Queen Elizabeth, the f irs t Queen Eliza­
beth, that is, (1533 to 1603) would under­
stand that very well. She might be a bit 
puzzled about the allowance of $1,200 in 
personal propei'ty. In her time anyone 
getting public assistance had to be dead 
broke. Now we have advanced to the point 
where an old pei'son can have the magni­
ficent sum of $1,200 in personal pi-operty 
and s till qualify for assistance. Other than 
that the requirements ai-e just about the 
same as in the days of the f irs t Queen 
Bess.

The pi-opagandists fo r the “ free enter­
prise”  system are always w illing and eager 
to tell of the high standard of living the

woi-kers hex-e are supposed to enjoy. But 
they ai-e strangely silent about the joys 
of old age —  especially when the aged 
are poor and need help.

“ Billions fo r war”  they cry. But peanuts 
for pensions! Our economy is supposed to 
be so sti-ong and good, and the worker 
and his family so well o ff that only 
the wastrels and impi-ovident need any 
assistance in old age.

“ What did you do wth all that money 
you made during your working years? Did 
you spend it  all on good times and pi-etty 
clothes? Didn’t you save some fo r your 
old age? Why should the state take care 
of YOU ?”

Why indeed?
I happen to know that this old lady and 

her husband, who is now dead, were driven 
o ff their farm during the depression. Then 
came years of struggle just to keep body 
and soul together. Impi-ovident, they say? 
How could they be improvident when they 
had just barely enough to live on, let alone 
“ put away”  anything fo r old age.

So now the old lady w ill have to cash in 
her insurance policy and live it  up before 
she w ill qualify for any more old age 
assistance.

The richest country in the world can 
spend $12 billion to develop an atom bomb, 
but it  can’t afford a few dollars a month 
to keep the wolf away from the door of 
the aged poor — especially when they have 
$1,200 in “ personal pi-operty.”

Notes from the News
S O M E TH IN G  N E W  IN  P IC K E T  L IN E S  is

drawing- the a tten tion  o f people in the no rthern  
p a rt o f W est V irg in ia . There the Monongahela 
Power Com pany buys non-union coal. The U nited 
M ine W orkers can’t  le ga lly  p ic k e t the u t i l i t y  
company. B u t re tire d  m iners, who d raw  $100-a- 
m onth  pensions fro m  the U-MW decided they could 
and would. O rganized in to  a M iners ’ Pension 
Com m ittee, independent o f the UtMW, ex-m iners, 
fro m  60 to 80 yeans old, have set up p icke t lines 
before u t i l i t y  company offices and re ta il appliance 
stores. They carry7 placards and d is tr ib u te  lea fle ts  
exp la in ing  th a t w ith  every ton  o f scab coal the 
Monongahela Power Co. robs the pension fund o f 
40 cents.

*  *  *

CIO O IL  C H E M IC A L  A N D  A T O M IC  W O R K ­
ERS U N IO N  has jo ined the N a tiona l Association 
fo r  the Advancem ent o f  Colored People in  a 
la w su it aga inst its  own CIO O il Local 434. The 
N A A C P ’s legal action is p a r t  o f an im p o rtan t 
assault on J im -C row  h ir in g  practices o f fo u r big 
o il companies, which hold governm ent contracts 
supposedly b a rr in g  em ploym ent d isc rim ina tion  
under a P residentia l E xecutive Order. In addition 
to the o il corporations, several A F L , independent 
and the above-mentioned CIO local are accused 
by the  N A A jCP o f  collusion in the J im  Crow 
practices.

*  *  *

L IP  S E R V IC E  A G A IN S T  R A C E  P R E JU D IC E
is the po licy  o f A m erican newspapers, m ost o f 
w h ich in the N o rth  have ed ito ria lized  in  the past 
few  years aga inst d iscrim ination,. A  survey by the 
CIO  A m erican Newspaper G uild Shows th a t out 
o f some 80,000 w orkers s ta f f in g  -the 1,784 general 
d a ily  newspapers and an add itiona l 9,770 s ta ff in g  
general weekly newspapers in the U.S., there are 
on ly 21 Negroes em ployed in news and ed ito ria l 
w o rk  and none in advertis ing .

*  *  *

A N T I-K N IS H  C A M P A IG N . "O n the same day 
tha t a kn ish-vendor a t Coney Island was arrested, 
a fte r  a sensational chase in  w h ich  onlookers 
belabored the pu rsu ing  cops, fo r  vending w ith ­
ou t a license, a b ig  m ea t-hand ling  o u t f i t  in  
M ich igan  was found  f i t  to  continue pedd ling m eat

because in th a t state a m eat-processor has to be 
caught and convicted o f adu lte ra tion  three tim es 
in any given year before losing its  license. Th is 
company had three co u rt convictions, b u t on ly  one 
under state law, so i t  s tays in business. The kn ish- 
vendor is inside looking out.”  —  La bo r’s D a ily . 

* * *
TOO M U C H  BRO CCO LI. Two 16-year-old W est 

V irg in ia  youths went to w ork  on the  Pennsylvania 
fax-m o f Rep. K a r l W. K in g  (R -P a .). They worked 
ten hours a day fo r  6b cents an hour. Meals con­
s is tin g  m ostly  o f broccoli were taken ou t o f th e ir  
pay. The youths com plained th a t  the now o f 
broccoli looked two m iles long and when p iled  on 
th e ir  plates, looked tw o  m iles h igh.

*  *  *

LE G IO N  A T T A C K S  W O M E N  V O T E R S  
LE A G U E . The U n-A m erican ism  com m ittee o f the 
p iush W estchester Counity, N . Y., A m erican 
Legion aimed its  f ire  las t week a t the League o l 
W:omen Voters fo r  issu ing a series o f six 
pam phlets being used in  a na tion-w ide series o f 
discussions on c iv il libe rties . The ex-doughboys 
charge th a t the pamphlets- were "designed to 
delude the public in to  be liev ing th a t communism 
is a red h e rr in g .”  A spokesman fo-r the League 
declared the assertion “ r id icu lous .”

*  *  *

ROBESON M A Y  T R A V E L  —  B U T. . . In  line 
w ith  its  new “ libe ra l look,”  the  S tate Departm ent 
announced Ju ly  18 that- i t  was g ra n tin g  perm ission 
to s inger Paul Robeson to tra v e l to Canada as 
often as he likes. The noted Negro baritone, how ­
ever, is s t i l l  barred by the State D epartm ent from  
tra v e lin g  to o ther ne ighboring  ¿ireas where no 
passports are required o f A m erican v is ito rs . The 
ru lin g  covers .Mexico, H aw a ii, Puerto Rico and 
the W est Indies. A State D epartm ent press agent 
said “ ca re fu l and prompt, consideration”  is being 
given to Robeson’s long denied requests fo r  on 
un restric ted  passport.

*  *  *

M ORE GOOD N E W S  IN  T H E  C IV IL  L IB E R - 
I IE S  F IG H T  was the death o f a b ill to  revoke 
licenses o f C a lifo rn ia  business and professional 
persons who invoked the 5bh Am endm ent.
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Role of Paid Govt. 
Witnesses Raised 
In Bridges Trial

Roy Gale
SAN FRANCISCO, July 23 — 

The Government’s civil suit to 
strip Harry Bridges, West Coast 
Longshore ‘ leader, of his citizen­
ship ended hpre yesterday. After 
hearing the final pleas of de­
fense and prosecuting attorneys, 
Federal Judge Louis E. Good­
man announced he would 'hand 
down his verdict next Friday.

The defense was forced to cut 
its  case short when Judge Good­
man ru led as inadm issib le, de­
fense evidence show ing th a t 
B ridges’ conduct as head o f the 
(L W y  was incom patib le  w ith  
Com m unist P a rty  membership. 
Th is evidence was the core of 
the defense case.

Defense A tto rn e y  T e l f o r d  
T a y lo r objected, saying he was 
confident th a t “ in  the f in a l up ­
shot”  i t  cannot be held th a t a 
person accused o f being a Com­
m un is t cannot be allow ed to 
show his conduct indicates he is 
not a Com m unist.

Judge Goodman brushed aside 
th is  defense objection. “ Evidence 
th a t a person doesn’t  act like  a 
member o f the Com m unist P a rty  
is no p roof th a t he isn ’t  a mem­
ber,”  he said. This adverse rul­
ing lends weight to the whole 
witch-hunt atmosphere prevail­
ing today. This theory convicts 
a person accused of being a 
“Communist” before any evi­
dence is heard. I f  he admits 
membership he is “guilty” and if  
he denies membership he is still 
“guilty” because denial of mem­
bership is “no proof that he 
isn’t a member.”

The judge gave one ru lin g  
tha t m ig h t favo ’- the defense.

Tied up by a strike of 350 crewmen, these tugs lie idle at 
their dock in Baltimore. The men, members of the Inti. Long­
shoremen’s Assn., struck for a w&ge increase after rejecting a 
10c. offer. The owners sued the union for $1 million in damages 
and announced they would hire scabs to replace the strikers 
permanently.

BARBARIA GIVES RADIO 
TALK ON BIG 4 PARLEY

SAN FRANCISCO, July 20 — Frank Bai-bai-ia, So­
cialist Workers Party candidate for Mayor in the fall 
elections gave his views on the Big Four Geneva Con­
ference, July 19, over Radio®

U A W  to Fight 
Political "G ag"  
In Michigan

DETROIT, July 23 — Fear of the specter of labor’s 
political power has prompted moves by Republican Party 
leaders which resulted this week in an indictment against 
the U A W -C IO . The union was®--------------------------------------------------------

H A R R Y  BRIDG ES

He go t a s tip u la tio n  from  the 
Governm ent th a t i t  was no t t r y ­
ing to prove “ a f f i l ia t io n ”  w ith  
the P arty . I t  was recalled th a t 
Hugh Bryson, another w a te r­
f ro n t  union leader, was convic t­
ed o f p e rju ry  when he denied 
m embership and a f f i l ia t io n  in  
the Com m unist P a rty . B ryson 
was convicted on the a ffiliS tio n  
charge.

“ Then the whole case m ust be 
resolved upon the issue o f w heth­
er the respondent was o r was 
not a member o f the Com m unist 
P a rty  p r io r  to 1945,”  the Judge 
said.

P A ID  GOVT. W IT N E S S E S
The defense m ig h t ge t some 

comfort, fro m  a ju d ic ia l query. 
Judge Goodman wondered aloud 
about the am ount o f credence 
the cou rt should g ive the te s ti­
mony o f ex-Com m unist w itness­
es. “ Both sides seemed to have 
stayed away from  th is  issue in 
th e ir  a rgum ents,”  Judge Good­
man observed. “ I  th in k  i t  is 
som eth ing tha t m ig h t be given 
some consideration.”

Defense A tto rn e y  R ichard 
G ladstein qu ick ly  suggested, “ i f  
the U . S. A tto rn e y  w il l  make a 
m otion to s tr ik e  the testim ony 
o f a ll witnesses who were fo rm ­
er Comn^unists, I ’ l l  second it  and 
we can a ll go home.”

G ladstein fo llow ed up by re ­
m ind ing  the cou rt o f the “ p ro ­
fessiona l”  sta tus o f the Gov­
ernm ent’s ex-Com m unist w itness­
es. He likened them to H arvey 
M atusow, the G overnm ent’s a n ti- 
Com m unist agent who la te r re ­
canted.

T a y lo r made w h a t the defense 
considers its  strongest plea. I e 
said, “ A  judgm en t fo r  the 
spondent (B ridges) in th is  ci e 
w i l l  not in  the  deepest sense 'e 
a ju dg m en t aga inst the Gove i- 
m en t or fo r  H a rry  Bridges, >r 
fo r  o r against anyone touched y 
th is  controversy. A judgm en t f li­
the respondent w i l l  be a ju r c- 
m ent tha t the law  abides he ¡; 
and th a t w i l l  be its  own 11 
ju s tif ic a tio n .”

T a y lo r re fe rred  to standai s 
used by the United States 8 i- 
preme Court which require  “ cle: -, 
unequivocal and convincing e i- 
dence tha t does not leave t e 
issue in doubt.”  T a y lo r argu d 
th a t the Governm ent has n it 
produced such evidence.

S tation K P F A -F M .
“ In  m y op in ion,”  he said, the 

Geneva m eeting w il l  fo rm a lize  
some agreements being reached 
by o ther means. B u t the people 
w i l l  never learn w ha t these 
agreements are s im p ly  by read­
ing  the statem ents em anating 
fro m  the Conference.”

'B arbaria  expla ined the coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry  ro le  o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy in heading 
o f f  the socia lis t revo lu tion in 
Europe and Asia a fte r  the sec­
ond W orld  W ar. "A c tu a lly ,”  he 
said, “ the role o f the ¡Soviet 
caste was never in doubt.”

He cited the betrayal of the 
Indo-Chinese struggle for in­
dependence as the most recent 
evidence of Stalinist efforts to 
maintain the status quo. Their 
desire for coexistence and a less­
ening of tension in the cold war 
Jed them to sell out the revolu­
tionary strivings of the colonial 
masses.

“ W ith  fu l l  independence in 
s igh t fo r  the Indo-Chinese,”  he 
said, “ the Ho Chi M in leadership 
made a deal w ith  the French, 
helped divide the coun try  in ha lf 
and thus protected the fina nc ia l 
in te rests o f French cap ita lism  
and sim ultaneously, the in terests 
o f the Russian caste.”

B arba ria  explained w hy the 
Soviet bureaucracy is eager fo r  
a deal now. They remembered 
a ll to w e ll the East German 
w orkers re v o lt in June 1953. 
They shudder a t the though t o f

another Yugoslavia , independent 
o f K re m lin  dom ination. And 
w o rs t o f a ll, they fe a r th a t an­
o ther revo lu tion  in Europe w ill 
sound the death kne ll to th e ir  
ru le  in  Russia.

“ The nex t revo lu tiona ry  wave 
in Europe,”  he said, “ w il l re ­
su lt in the Soviet bureaucracy 
being rejected by the European 
w orkers in th e ir  search fo r  lead­
ership. And at. the same tim e 
the Soviet caste feels the g row ­
ing  in te rna l antagonism s and 
knows tha t a European revo lu ­
tion  can very w e ll set o f f  a 
p o litica l revo lu tion  by the Rus­
sian w orkers aga inst the bu r­
eaucracy which has harnessed 
them so long.”

R E V IS E D  T IM E T A B L E
W all S tree t’s w illingness to 

meet a t th is  tim e  could on ly be 
expla ined by its  revised tim e- 
cable fo r  war, he said. In  spite 
o f the r in g  o f steel around the 
Soviet Union in the fo rm  o f 
m il ita ry  bases, U . S. Im p e ria l­
ism faces a num ber o f serious 
obstacles in its  d rive  tow ard 
a T h ird  W orld  W ar.

“ The masses o f Great B r ita in , 
I ta ly  arid France are in no mood 
fo r  such a venture,”  B arbaria  
said, “ and the plans to involve 
Japan and Germany are years 
behind schedule and give prom ­
ise o f never being achieved . . . 
and to say the least, there is a 
lack o f enthusiasm fo r such a 
venture among the Am erican 
people.”

charged w ith  v io la tio n  o f the 
Federal C o rrup t P ractices Act, 
which fo rb ids po litica l con trib u ­
tions by corporations, banks and 
labor unions.

The ind ic tm en t charges tha t 
the union-sponsored te levis ion 
program , “ M eet the U A W -C IO ,”  
moderated by Guy Nunn, was 
operated il le g a lly  du rin g  the 
1954 cam paign fo r  U . S. Sena­
to r and members o f Congress 
fro m  M ich igan. Several o f the 
program s contained “ p o litica l 
advocacy,”  according to  the in ­
d ic tm ent, and th e ir  cost was 
paid fo r  ou t o f general union 
funds.

The ind ic tm ent names the 
U A W -C IO  as an en tity , and does 
not name any in d iv idu a l leaders 
o f the union. The m axim um  pen­
a lty  is a $5,000 d o lla r f in e  on 
each o f fo u r  counts.

BACKGROUND
Here is the background o f the 

ease. -L a s t yea r’s election re ­
sulted in  the defeat o f Hom er 
Ferguson, the s trong  Republican 
incum bent, by P a trick  V. M c­
N am ara, the labor-supported 
Dem ocratic nominee fo r  U. S. 
Senator. M cN am ara was an ob­
scure and weak candidate who 
won the nom ination  on ly  be­
cause o f the death o f B la ir  
Moody, the s trong  Dem ocratic 
contender.

McNamara’s election was due 
entirely to the support of the 
powerful Michigan labor move­
ment, and particularly of the 
UAW -CIO. This election was 
dramatic proof that the. union 
movement is potentially the most 
powerful political force in Mich­
igan.

John Feikens, M ich igan  State 
C ha irm an o f the GOP, file d  
charges w ith  the Justice D epa rt­
ment ea rly  th is  year asserting 
among o the r th ings, tha t the 
union v io la ted federa l law  by 
g iv in g  free  rad io  and T V  tim e 
to po litica l candidates.

Republicans in W ashington 
have pressed the case now in 
hope o f s e ttlin g  the issue before 
the pres identia l election next 
year.

E m il Mazey, U A W  Secretary-

Sugar Strike in South 
Harassed by Courts

A vivid demonstration of government-by-injunction 
by the sugar barons of Reserve and Gramercy, Louisiana, 
against the refinery strikers was given in a contempt of
cou rt c ita tion  aga inst In te rn a -® -------------------------------------------------------
tion a l President Ralph Ho lste in 
o f the CIO Packinghouse Union.

H c ls te in ’s “ contem pt,”  and 
th a t o f his ad m in is tra tive  as­
s is tan t and the U 'PW A Regional 
D irecto r, consists o f a tw o-day 
v is it  to the s tr ik in g  sugar lo ­
cals, which have now been out 
fo r  14 weeks. I f  Judge W a lte r 
C. H a m lin  o f St. James Parish 
can la y  his hands on the union 
leaders, he w ill g ive them  a year 
in  prison and $1,000 fine .

Judge Hamlin directed at­
torneys for the anti-labor Co­
lonial Sugar Co. to prepare con­
tempt citations against Helsfein 
and his colleagues, saying: “I 
want to find out if  these Chi­
cago people are fomenting this 
yiolencc or fomenting these vio­
lations of a court order. If  I 
find them guilty I ’m going to 
give them the limit.”

The strikes, which involve 
1,500 w orkers  and are an in ­
sp ir in g  example o f in te rra c ia l 
s o lid a rity , are fo r  a ten-cent-an- 
hour increase which has already 
been won fro m  tw o  o th e r South­
ern re fineries. The 10-cent boost 
would cut the present N o rth - 
South wage d iffe re n tia l o f  41 
cents in the in d u s try  to  38 cents- 
an-hour. Both Colonial a.nd God- 
chaux re fin e rie s  are us ing thugs 
and scabs in  an a ttem p t to b, :ak 
the s trike . Godchaux has x ib- 
lic ly  threatened to “ repopula e 
w hat was fo rm e rly  the company 
tow n o f Reserve bu t w h ich  is 
now a m il ita n t union town.

On the other ¡Southern strike

f ro n t  tha t has drawn national 
a tten tion  —  the hotel s tr ike  in 
the M iam i area —  the A F L  
Hotel W orkers Union continued 
its  ba ttle  against the employers, 
a maze o f fio -p icke ting  in ju n c ­
tions and F lo r id a ’s “ r ig h t  to 
w o rk ”  law. A v ic to ry  in  a F lo r i­
da c irc u it court aga inst p icke t­
in g  bans a t six lu x u ry  hotels 
was soon lost. F lo r id a ’s seven- 
judge Supreme C ourt ru led fo r  
the em ployers and now on ly  two 
o f the 167 hotels in  the area 
can be lega lly  picketed.

Since F lo r id a ’s “ rig h t-to -scab " 
law  doesn’t provide fo r  union 
recogn ition elections, the union 
has asked the N a tiona l Labor 
Relations Board to  conduct a 
vote. The Southern D ire c to r of 
N L R B  turned th is  down. The 
union has appealed to W ash ing­
ton but l i t t le  hope exists tha t 
the present, an ti-labo r N L R B  
w ill in tervene.

S is te r locals o f the s tr ik in g  
union are conducting w idespread 
p u b lic ity  about the s tr ike , which 
the B ig  Business press is p la y ­
ing  down. They are asking the 
A m erican Legion to tra n s fe r its  
1955 convention from  M ia m i i f  
the s tr ik e  is s t i l l  on. The Ohio 
convention o f the Jew ish W ar 
Veterans has asked th a t the 
J W V  national convention, sched­
uled in M ia m i a week a fte r  the 
Leg ion ’s, be trans fe rred . F igures 
to June 30 show th a t A F L  Hotel 
and R estaurant locals have con­
tr ib u te d  over $250,000 to the 
M ia m i s tr ik e  fund.

T reasurer, charged tha t R epub li­
can po litic ian s  are using the 
courts in a “ Sour Grapes”  a t ­
tem pt to circum scribe “ the r ig h t  
o f the w o rk in g  people to ex­
press th e ir  opin ion on issues 
and candidates th rough  th e ir  
un ion.”

There is no doubt th a t the 
“ sour grapes”  o f the R epub li­
cans is a b ig  fa c to r ip  th is  pres­
ent action. W ha t is re a lly  im ­
po rtan t, however, is the a tte m p t 
to c ircum scribe the p o lit ic a l 
power o f the w o rk in g  people.

T ha t power has, so fa r ,  been 
m isd irected by the Reuithers 
and Mazeys in to  support o f the 
Dem ocratic P a rty . Th is has s t i­
fled  the power o f the w o rk in g  
people and th e ir  union as effec­
t iv e ly  as an y th in g  the ca p ita lis t 
courts have done.

B u t the labo r movem ent is 
s t i l l  p o te n tia lly  the g rea test po­
lit ic a l power in  Am erica. T h is  
power should and w ill be used 
fo r  the propagation  o f the in ­
terests o f the w o rk in g  people in 
th e ir  own name and through 
th e ir  own class representatives. 
I t  is v ita l th a t the r ig h t  o f the 
unions to engage in po litica l ac­
t iv i t y  be defended.

T H IR D  C ASE
T his  is the th ird  tim e a un ion 

has been indicted under the C or­
ru p t Practices A c t since tha t act 
was amended in 1947 to  extend 
the ban on po litica l con tribu ­
tions to labo r unions. The o ther 
cases were th row n ou t o f cou rt 
on technical grounds. So fa r  the 
Supreme C ourt has fa ile d  to ru le  
on the c o n s titu tio n a lity  o f the 
law.

In  a statem ent over Guy 
N unn ’s program  a fte r the in ­
d ictm ent had been announced, 
Mazey said, “ Newspapers are 
corporations, and they have the 
r ig h t to make po litica l endorse­
ments. W hy can’t labor have the 
same p riv ile g e ? ”

O ffic ia ls  o f the U A W -C IO  
have announced th a t the case 
w il l  be fo u g h t th rough  the 
courts on the grounds th a t the 
section o f the law  under w h ich  
the in d ic tm en t was issued v io ­
lates cons titu tiona l guarantees 
o f free  speech and a free  press.

AUGUST SELECTION 
B00K-A-M0NTH PLAN

THE BENDING CROSS. A Biography of Eugene Victor Debs, by 
Ray Ginger. Rutgers University Press. 1949, 516 pp., $5 (Book- 
a-Month price $1.00 plus 15 cents mailing charge).

When this book f irs t appeared the M ilitant review of 
it  (Aug. 1, 1949) opened w ith the following paragraph:

“ This is an excellent book, unquestionably the best
ever written about Debs'. The®------------------ --------------------------------- ■
au tho r ev iden tly  had on ly  one 
axe to g rind , and th a t was to 
^present a ll the im p o rta n t fac ts  
in the Debs s to ry  as fa ir ly  as he 
could and as fu l ly  as his space 
pe rm itted . When you f in is h  it ,  
you can fee l w ith  ju s tific a tio n  
th a t you know w ha t forces shaped 
Debs, w hy his ideas developed 
fro m  pure and sim ple unionism  
th rou gh  re fo rm ism  to revo lu ­
tion a ry  socialism , w h a t problem s 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement o f 
bis tim e  had to contend w ith , 
wih'at con tribu tions  he made to 
the s trugg le  fo r  socialism , w hat 
his legacy is  fo r  the present 
generation .”

T h a t th is  was no over-enthu­
siastic f i r s t  im pression is borne 
ou t by a re-read ing o f the book 
five  years la te r. The o r ig in a l 
estim ate was 100% correct. Th is 
is the 'best b iography o f Gene 
Debs available. I t  is  a book no 
w o rke r o r s tudent in terested in 
.socialism or the Am erican labor 
movement should be w ith o u t:

The au thor succeeds in p o r tra y ­
in g  Deb’s f u l l  f ig u re  as a w o rk ­
in g  class leader and as a man. 
T h is  is ve ry  im p o rta n t because in 
today’s  co rru p t atmosphere the 
open enemies o f w h a t Debs stood 
fo r  have jo ined forces w ith  the 
re fo rm is ts  and social democrats 
tc emasculate his teachings.

They t>ry to  palm  o f f  on the 
Am erican pub lic  a life less statue 
o f Debs as just, a man o f good 
w ill,  a re fo rm e r, a sen tim enta l 
leader w ith o u t any rea l bra ins. 
“ A ll-h o n o r to Debs,”  they say, 
‘h u t  he has no lessons to teach 
us now th a t  a ren ’t  contained in  
the Sermon on the M ount.”  They 
im p ly  th a t  the  im p risonm en t and 
v il if ic a t io n  he su ffe red in  h is  day 
was a l l  a m istake and th a t such 
th ings  w o u ld n 't happen today to

such a good, though qu ixo tic , 
person.

This is, o f course, pure bunk. 
Debs wasn’t  (he s ticky  l i t t le  t in  
Jesus these people have invented. 
He was above a ll a f ig h te r, a 
m ilita n t, a revo lu tiona ry  socia l­
is t. So much so, th a t were he 
a live  du rin g  the recent w ar and 
today, he would have again s u f­
fered ja il and persecution. Those 
qua lities  fo r  which the class 
enemy and th e ir  covert a llies 
in  the labor movement rid icu led 
Debs when he was a live  and 
which they pretend to adm ire to ­
day would not have saved him .

I t  is the m a jo r m e r it  o f th is  
fine  book th a t i t  cuts tohrough the 
fa lse and contem ptuous m yths 
th a t have been woven about Debs’ 
m em ory and presents him  as he 
was. No be tte r, and no worse. 
B ut th a t is a ll th a t  is  wanted 
from  a p o lit ic a l ana lys t and a 
b iographer. I t  tu rns  ou t in  th is  
case to  be one o f the m ost 
in s p ir in g  pages in Am erican 
w o rk in g  class h is to ry  and in in ­
d iv idua l accom plishm ent.

Get the Facts
Victor Serge’s graphic story 
of Stalin’s usurpation of power 
‘‘From Lenin to Stalin” 

112 pages 50 cents
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By Leon Trotsky 
64 pages 25 cents

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.
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