
A-Bomb Tests 
Used to Hoax 
American Public

“ Atomic war isn’t  really as bad as you think” — this 
is the hoax the Eisenhower Administration wants to put 
over on the American people with the May 5 A-bomb
explosion a t Yucca F la ts , Nevada, S-------------------------------------------------------
p ro v in g  grounds. The bomb was

TH E MILITANT
tw ice as p o w e rfu l as the one 
tha t m urdered 100,000 people at 
one c lip  in H irosh im a.

im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  the shock 
wave o f the explosion a t Yucca 
F la ts  had passed, tanks in  ba ttle  
fo rm a tio n  pushed fo rw a rd  w ith in  
1,000 yards o f Ground Zero.

“ M ost o f the troops were 
youngsters w ith  no combat ex­
perience,”  reported A n th ony  Le- 
v ie ro  in the M ay 6 N . Y . Times, 
“ b u t . . . they  handled the s itu a ­
tion  as i f  i t  were ju s t  another 
conventional exercise.”

The aim o f the tes t is con­
tained in th is  report. The A d ­
m in is tra tio n  wants to  condition 
the A m erican people to  accept 
A-bombs >vith tw ice  the explosive 
force o f the one dropped on 
H irosh im a as a conventional 
tac tica l weapon su itab le  fo r  use 
in combat.

The o ther h a lf  o f the tes t was 
designed to show th a t i t  is 
possible to p ro tec t the c iv ilia n  
.population fro m  A  - bomb ex­
plosions.

“ R O LL W IT H  P U N C H "
“ A m erican c iv il defense p lan ­

ners revealed today th a t they 
have a tremendous am ount o f new 
data which would help the nation 
‘ro l l w ith  the punch’ o f an enemy 
nuclear weapons a ttack  and pi«k 
its e lf  up as ra p id ly  as possible 
fro m  any knockdowns,”  w ro te 
Ansel F,. T a lb e rt in  the M ay 7 
N. Y. H era ld  T ribune .

“ Look,”  the A d m in is tra tio n  said 
in e ffec t, “ bu ild ings constructed 
o f b rick  and shale are only 
s lig h tly  damaged though w ith in  
1,700 fee t' o f the explosion. 
A u x ilia ry  rad io  sta tions can go 
in to  action r ig h t a fte r  the blast. 
Dogs come out o f shelters w agg ing 
th e ir ta ils , appa ren tly  unharmed. 
W h ite  mice run th rough  maze 
tests w ith  in te lligence apparently  
un im p a ire d /’

The W ashington propagandists 
also w an t the A m erican people to 
believe the U.S. can count on w in ­
n ing ware aga inst helpless colo­
n ia l people thanks to  superior 
abilit.y_±o .produce-atom ic- w eapon* 
—  and th is  coun try  w i l l  “ ro ll

w ith  the punch”  o f a re la tiv e ly  
harm less A-bom b here and there.

This whole line is a tissue of 
lies. 1-t has already been demon­
stra ted th a t H-bombs o f in ca l­
culable destructive power can 
destroy m illio ns  o f Am ericans 
once the madmen who w an t to 
make atom ic bombs “ conven­
t io n a l”  are allowed to have th e ir 
way.

James Reston, in his N. Y. 
Tim es column, A p r i l 24, comes 
closer to the tru th  than these 
propagandists when he said, “ The 
troub le w ith  using tac tica l A - 
Bombs to knock ou t an a irfie ld  in 
Red China is that, i t  inv ites a big 
A-bom b on Form osa, to be fo l­
lowed no doubt by an H-bomb on 
Shanghai.”

Reston stops his series at 
Shanghai. H u t a fte r  Shanghai 
come m any more cities, inc lud ­
ing  New Y ork . T hat's  the real 
p iettwe-of th e fu to re  th e  Pentagon 
is cooking up fo r  us.

Watchdogs 
Of Imperialism

An Editorial

The AFL Executive Council, which concluded its 
meeting May 5 in Washington, issued a statement on 
foreign policy. The statement, like the recent utterances 
of AFL President George Meany, manifests the complete 
prostration of the labor bureaucrats before the almighty 
power of America’s billionaire rulers. I t  was not a state­
ment of the foreign policy of U.S. labor — it  was a 
grotesque mimicry of the words of the most jingoistic 
wing of American imperialism.

The AFL" bureaucrats, like their CIO counterparts, 
seem to be possessed witM a frenzied urge to prove their 
fealty, their responsibility and their loyalty to American 
capitalism — at home and abroad.

Speaking to a luncheon meeting of the American 
society of Newspaper Editors a few weeks ago, Meany 
told this gathering of capitalist pen prostitutes, “ I can 
only conclude with my firmest assurances to you. The 
united American labor movement will not dilute, will not 
dismantle, nor diminish its militant opposition to Soviet 
imperialism.”  He swore the support of the labor movement 
of the U.S. to the “ legitimate Chinese government, forced 
by Russian military power off the mainland.”  He struck 
a stance of .eager belligerence and asked Eisenhower to 
merely say the word and he, Meany, would pledge labor 
to support a war for the islands of Matsu and Quemoy:

“ If  in the best judgment of our military experts, 
these islands are strategically vital to the security and 
freedom of our Nation . . . then let our political leaders 
have the courage to tell that to the American people.”

Who does Meany think he is kidding? The American 
workers aren’t  taken in by the fantastic lie tha t “ the 
Russians”  drove the bloody dictator Chiang Kai-shek off 
the Chinese mainland into his Formosa rat hole. They 
remember only too well that even General MacArthur 
described that event as the uprising, of hundreds of mil­
lions of Chinese workers and peasants who were lifting 
their fists against the age-old tyranny of the landlords, 
usurers, capitalists and war lords.

And the American workers aren’t as eager as Meany 
to pledge their sons for a war to return the bloody Chiang 
dictatorship to power, to defend his Formosa hideout, or 
to protect his flimsy grip on a few islands just o ff the 
coast of the Chinese nation.

Does Meany perhaps think he’s winning the “ respect” 
of the American capitalists by this jingo talk? Doesn’t he 
know that the more he crawls and fawns before the capital­
ist masters, the more contempt these masters have for 
him?

Relax Meany! Everybody knows you’re a faithful 
watchdog of the interests of American capitalism. You 
don’t have to keep bai’king all the time.
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Southern Rail Bosses 
Retreat; Strike Ended

By Shirley Clark 
M A Y  11 —  The longest r a i l­

road s tr ik e  in the U n ited States 
in 33 years was term inated to ­
day when a ll 25,000 Southern 
ra ilroa d  w orkers  went back to 
th e ir  jobs. Company demands fo r 
pu n itive  action against m ilita n ts  
were defeated. For 57 days a ll 
passenger service and most 
fre ig h t hau ling  came to  a ha lt on 
the Lou isv ille  and N ashv ille  R a il­
road and its  subsid iaries opera t­
ing in 14 states.

In  the se ttlem ent the unions 
and the company agreed to sub­
m it disputed issues to a rb itra tio n . 
The non-opera ting  A F L  ra ilroa d  
unions had demanded a health 
and w e lfa re  fund , h a lf to be paid 
by the w o rkers  and h a lf by the 
ra ilroa d  company. The L & N  op­
posed the un ions’ demand, osten­
s ib ly  because they were opposed 
in “ p rinc ip le ’’ to the check-off 
system through which the  ■work­
ers’ con tribu tion  to the Fund was 
to be collected.

The fact, th a t the company has 
now agreed to a rb itra te  the issue 
is regarded as a v ic to ry  fo r  the 
s tr ik in g  unions. “ P rinc ip les”  are 
not subject to a rb itra tio n . F u r ­
therm ore, the referee, to be 
selected by m u tu a l agreem ent or 
by the N a tion a l M ediation Board, 
w ill con fron t the fa c t th a t p ra c ­
t ic a lly  a ll o the r ra ilroa d  unions 
have" a lready  won the- - welfare 
plan. T h is  was one o f the reasons 
fo r  the com pany's e a rlie r re fusa l 
to p u t the issue to a rb itra tio n . 
The decision o f the referee w ill 
be b ind ing  on both the union and 
the company.

S T R IK E R  M U R D E R E D
Com pany violence and m urder 

mounted r ig h t  up to  the day o f 
settlem ent. N egotia tions were ap­
proaching agreem ent when, on 
M ay 5, w ord  reached the nego tia ­
to rs  th a t one o f the s tr ik e rs , 32 
year old Charles W rig h t, was 
shot to death near M t. Pleasant, 
Tenn. Four com pany-arm ed scabs 
were found h id ing  nearby. One 
o f them, B rind ley, confessed to 
the shooting. A s ilen t, angry 
crowd gathered outside the prison 
where the fou r scabs were held 
by police. Company lawyers came 
to the defense o f the m urderers.

A  second shooting occurred in 
Lou isv ille , K v., on t.he eve o f 
settlem ent. Kenneth N ichols, Jr. 
was in c r it ic a l condition a fte r  
being shot by  the fa th e r  o f a 
ra ilroad  scab.

In a special broadcast on M ay 
6, G. E. Le ig h ty , cha irm an o f the 
ra il unions’ ne go tia tin g  com m it­
tee, m aking a p lea fo r  union 
members to re fra in  from  re ta lia ­

tion , said, “ T h is  is the saddest 
day in the  s tr ike  o f the L & N .”  

E a rly  S aturday, two days be­
fore announcement o f s tr ik e  
settlem ent, L & N ’s main line 
south o f B irm ingham , Alabam a, 
was broken when a bridge neat 
Ca-lera was dynam ited. A n ex­
plosion near W a rr io r  ripped out 

(Continued on page 2)

UAW Ford, CM 
Councils Vote to 
Take Strike Polls

D E T R O IT . M ay 9 — The N a­
tiona l Councils o f the GM and 
Ford U A W -C IO  locals met in 
D e tro it today, heard reports  that 
the corpora tions “ aren 't ba rga in ­
in g ”  and voted unanim ously to 
take s tr ik e  votes in a ll Ford and 
GM locals d u rin g  the next two 
weeks.

The like lihood o f a s trike , 
however, hinges on the a ttitud e  
of the auto barons tow a rd  the 
guaranteed annual wage demand 
of the union and the s tra teg y  
W a lte r Reuther, U A W -C iO  presi­
dent, is fo llo w in g  in the nego tia ­
tions.

A u to  w orkers are now begin­
n ing -to -find out some o f  t ire  
specific details abou t the gu a r­
anteed annual wage plan th a t the 
U A W  leadership is t r y in g  to 
negotiate w ith  General M oto rs  
and Ford.

“ NO T SO B A D "
One th in g  is sure: Reuther’s 

G AW  demands arc  extrem ely 
modest. So m odest th a t the 
D e tro it c a p ita lis t papers, which 
sneeze when the auto barons 
catch a cold, have moderated th e ir  
attacks;- the D e tro it  Free Press 
a c tu a lly  ran  a column im p ly in g  
th a t maybe the G AW  isn ’t  so bad 
a fte r  a ll, and the D e tro it News 
reported th a t “ the b e ttin g  now 
stands a t 50-50”  th a t GM and 
Ford  w ill se ttle  w ith  the U A W  
“ on some type o f guaranteed an­
nual wage or em ploym ent p lan .”

The union is ask ing "tha t the 
corpora tions pa y  4% o f th e ir  
base pa y ro lls  in to  a reserve fund 
over a period o f five years — or 
as long as i t  would take to 
accum ulate 20% o f the. base pay­
ro ll. When th is  20% figu re  is 
reached, paym ents in to  the t ru s t  
fund presum ably would stop u n til 
p a rt o f the fund was used.

The cost o f such a fund  is 
equivalent to  a wage raise o f 

(Continued on page 4)

Y o u ng es t P ic k e t in  S ou th

r Four-year-o ld  Bobby Lam berth pickets alongside his 
• g randpa, F. L. Hayes o f W etum pka. A la ., in  s tr ik e  against the 
¡L o u is v ille  &  N ashv ille  Railroad. The s tr ik e  ended when the 
¡company backed down on its  re jection o f un ion ’s modest demand 
fo r  a rb itra tio n  o f issues.

Fourth Paid Govt. Informer 
Confesses: "I Lied for

B y  Carl Goodman
MAY 10 — “ I lied for the FBI,” David Brown con­

fessed in testimony he gave before the Subversive 
Activities Control Board yesterday. The SACB is con-

■eSufiing' hearings in  “N ew - Y w kS r 
to determ ine w hether the  C iv il 
R igh ts  Congress should be fo rc ­
ed to reg is te r its  m em bership as 
a “ Com m unist f ro n t  o rgan iza­
tion .”

Brown was fo rm e rly  chairm an 
o f the Los Angeles chapter o f 
the CRC. He te s tifie d  th a t  d u r­
in g  the whole period o f h is as­
sociation w ith  the CRC, fro m  
1950 to Janua ry  1955, he was 
on th e . pay ro ll o f the F B I and 
turned in  reg u la r reports . He 
received amounts ra n g in g  fro m  
$25 a week to $250 per m onth 
fo r  in fo rm ing .

H is sa la ry  was jum ped to the 
h igher f ig u re  when in  F ebruary ,
1953 he assumed an executive 
post w ith  the Com m ittee to  Save 
the Rosenbergs.

W H Y  H E  L IE D
Brown tes tifie d  th a t his re ­

po rts  contained names o f people 
who a lleged ly attended CRC 
functions. B u t he adm itted  th a t 
he o ften would p u t in names o f 
people whom he hadn’t  seen. He 
said he resorted to these fa b r i­
cations so th a t be could con­
tinue to draw  pay as an in fo rm ­
er.

“ And now you are ad m ittin g

you lied to the F B I,”  Contro l 
Board member Coddaire asked 
at one po in t. “ T h a t’s w hat I  
was paid to do by the F B I,”  
said Brown. When the presid ing 
o ffic e r asked him  to f ix  t lie 
date when he had lied, Brown 
replied, “ A ll du ring  my associa­
tions w ith  the F B I from  1950 
to 1955.”

Las t January, B row n broke 
w ith  the F B I and ou t o f re ­
morse attem pted suicide. He ap­
peared in the cu rre n t CRC hear­
ings as a defense w itness. A sk ­
ed by the governm ent to name 
associates in the CRC and de­
ta il its  operations, B rown re ­
fused to in fo rm  fu r th e r  and 
stood on his r ig h ts  under the 
F if th  Am endm ent,

Brown jo in s  the g ro w in g  lis t  
o f governm ent stobl-pigeons 
whose “ in fo rm a tio n ”  has been 
discred ited. Several, like  Paul 
Crouch, were caught in c o n flic t­
in g  testim ony. O thers, lik e  M at- 
usow, confessed having fa b ric a t­
ed in fo rm a tio n  fo r  pay under 
governm ent d irection.

But there is a special s ig n if i­
cance attached to  B row n's con­
fession. He is the f ir s t  in fo rm e r 

(Continued on page 3)

Why Canadian 
Vaccine Program 
Went Smoothly

The Salk vaccine p rogram  in 
Canada has proceeded w ithou t a 
hitch since its  s ta rt on A p r i l 12. 
The Canadian governm ent has 
inoculated 500,000 children. None, 
so fa r, have contracted polio fo l­
low ing vaccination.

The governm ent o f Canada 
produces the vaccine a t the Con­
naught .Medical Research Labo­
ra to ry  o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
Toronto. The vaccine is then given 
its  f irs t sa fe ty  tes t on monkeys.

N ext i t  is sent to the O ttaw a 
Labo ra to ry  o f Hygiene, N a tiona l 

W e lfa re  4}ej»fc..- w here 
each lo t is once more tested to 
make doubly sure o f its  sa fe ty.

In  th is  w ay the G overnm ent o f 
'Canada assumes f u l l  respon­
s ib ili ty  fo r  the  po lio  vaccine. In 
con trast, the N a tiona l In s t itu te  of 
H ealth  in W ashing ton, has to 
g ive its  approval o f vaccine 
m a in ly  on data supplied to it  
fro m  pharm aceutica l corporations.

The cu rre n t delay in  the vac­
cination p rog ram  in the U n ited 
States does no t mean th a t e f­
fectiveness o f the S a lk  vaccine 
has been pu t in to  question by 
any scientific  a u th o r ity . Safe 
production o f the vaccine by the 
six d rug  companies is in doubt.

Thus the problem is not medical 
bu t social. The research on the 
Salk vaccine was carried out in a 
socialized way. B u t the mass 
production and d is tr ib u tio n  o f the 
finished products is dom inated by 
the p ro fit  in terests.

By J u ly  the Canadian govern­
m ent expects to provide one and 
a h a lf m illio n  ch ildren in the firs t 
three school grades w ith  inocu la­
tions free  o f charge.

In the m eantime a ban has 
been placed on a ll vaccine' 
scheduled to he im ported in to  
Canada from  the U n ited  States.

Reuther and Henry Ford vs. Karl Marx
By George Breitman $

Defending A m erican ca p ita l­
ism in his own way and pre­
d ic tin g  that it  w i l l  grow  b igger 
and fa tte r , H enry Ford the Sec­
ond, in his A p r i l  28 speech be­
fore the newspaper publishers, 
also took a m ild  sideswipe a t 
people who used to question or 
c ritic ize  th is  best o f a ll systems. 
He said:

“ A s a businessman, I never 
cease to wonder a t the m arve ls  
o f the A m erican economy, and 
more and more I have the fe e l­
ing th a t m any Am ericans who, 
not so long ago, were hostile  or 
in d iffe re n t to our economic sys­
tem are jo in in g  the ranks o f the 
fa ith fu l. ”

No names were named, bu t 
whom was H e n ry  the Second 
ta lk in g  about i f  he wasn’t  ta lk ­
ing  about W a lte r Reuther, pres­
ident o f the U n ited  A u to  W o rk ­
ers ?

T H E  YO UNG  R E U T H E R
In  his you th  R euthe r used to 

consider h im se lf a soc ia lis t op­
ponent o f cap ita lism . B u t th a t 
was long ago —  in the days 
when, despite a ll the " re fu ta ­
tions”  o f K a r l M a rx , the c a p ita l­
ist boom o f the tw enties had 
ignom inously been transfo rm ed 
in to  the bust o f the th ir t ie s .

Today cap ita lism  looks impos-

K A R L  M A R X W A L T E R  R E U TH E R

in g  and hea lthy  again —  as 
hea lthy as i t  looked in 1929, a t 
least on the surface, a t least in 
th is  country . And since R euther 
is now a “ labo r statesm an”  and 
a “ responsible leader,”  he n a t­
u ra lly  has become a convert — 
in fac t, one o f the noisiest. 
(H e n ry  the Second doesn’t  ob­
je c t to Reuther jo in in g  the ranks 
o f the fa ith fu l;  he ju s t wants 
him  to rem em ber who has sen­
io r ity  there.)

Ony who reads H enry the Sec­
ond’s speech sho rtly  a fte r  hav­
ing  read and listened to  Reuth-

c r ’s recent speeches and in te r ­
views can’t  help be ing struck 
by the m any resemblances be­
tween them. Ruether, the ex-so­
c ia lis t, and H e n ry  the Second, 
the fo rm e r m a jo r in sociology a t 
Yale, are both pastm asters o f 
w hat € . W r ig h t M ills  has called 
“ the libe ra l rhe to ric .”  N o t on ly 
is th e ir  language the same, bu t 
even th e ir  basic ideas corres­
pond. In  fac t, m any o f the ir 
statem ents could be in terchanged 
w ith o u t a w ord  be ing altered o r 
a tho ugh t m odified.

Take th is  s tatem ent fo r  ex-

.»ample: “ K a r l M arx  had no con­
ception o f p riva te  enterprise as 
it has developed in our tim e, and 
. . . the p riva te  en terprisers
themselves have as li t t le  under­
s tand ing o f the system as K a rl 
M a rx .”

Who said th a t?  H enry  the. 
Second? No, tha t was one o f the 
themes o f his speech, bu t Rueth­
er said it ,  according to an in te r­
view w ith  Edw in Lahey. (D e tro it 
Free 'Press, M arch 9.)

O r take th is  s ta tem ent: “ Some 
o f us s t i l l  s u ffe r  fro m  v ie w ­
po in ts which are stuck hard and 
fas t in the language and ideas 
of t.he past . . .  I am . . . im ­
pa tien t w ith  the slavish and 
stereotyped th in k in g  w h ich has 
led some businessmen to consid­
er ‘secu rity ’ a bad w ord  and to 
brand a ll concern fo r  human and 
social progress as com m unism  or 
‘creeping socia lism .’ ”

T h a t’s H enry  the Second 
speaking, a lthough Reuther has 
said the same thing- a dozen 
tim es in  v ir tu a lly  the  same 
words.

A “ N E W ”  C A P IT A L IS M
Like  H enry  the Second, Reuth­

er sees a new k in d  o f cap ita lism  
today. He too expi-esses im pa­
tience w ith  “ the an tiquated and 
irresponsib le  social philosophy 
which fo rtu n a te ly , on the whole,

is p a rt o f the dark past o f labor- 
managem ent re la tions .”  He says 
“ the apostles o f the stone-age 
m e n ta lity  . ._ . were w rong  in 
the past. They arc  w ro ng  in  the 
present. They have no fa ith  in  
the in ge nu ity  o f A m erican in ­
du s try  or in the hea lth  and v i ­
ta li ty  o f our free  economy. The 
U A W  does have fa ith  in  the 
fu tu re  o f our free  economy.”  
(D e tro it News, M arch 12.)

Henry the Second's p rescrip ­
tion  fo r  the A m erican economy, 
as we indicated last week, is “ to 
keep our nerves steady and our 
s p ir its  h igh .”  Reuther’s is to 
show "v igor”  and “ courage”  and 
“ w ill. ”  (U A W  convention ke y ­
note speech, M arch 27.)

H enry  the Second shows his 
sense o f “ social resp on s ib ility ”  
by saying; “ C e rta in ly  any unem­
ploym ent is hard on those who, 
th rough no fa u lt  o f th e ir  own, 
are out o f w ork. I don’t know  of 
anyone anywhere who isn ’t very 
s tro n g ly  in fa vo r o f stable em­
ploym ent . . .  I t  fo llow s tha t 
we should no t today a llow  
la b e l-th in k ing  to scare us away 
from  exam in ing fa ir ly  and fe a r­
lessly a ll means which, consist­
ent w ith  free enterprise, w ill 
enhance our fu tu re  p ro spe rity  
and secu rity ."

Reuther, fo r  h is p a rt, shows 
(Continued on page 2)

s ib ih ty  and callous th ieve ry  which 
has m arked the hand ling o f the 
Salk vaccine by the “ free en te r­
p rise" cap ita lis t system in the 
U n ited States.

A wave o f consternation and 
a larm  swept the cou n try  as i t  
became clear tha t one o f the 
g rea test medical discoveries o f a ll 
tim e had fa lle n  in to  the hands o f 
the W ashington p ro fits - f lrs t gang 
who were tu rn in g  the vaccination 
program  in to  a tra g ic  fiasco.

Production and d is tr ib u tio n  o f 
the precious S a lk  vaccine was 
turned over to s ix  b ig  drug com­
panies. They w ill rake in  an 
estim ated $20 m illio n  p ro fit a year 
on the unpatented discovery o f 
Dr. Salk.

One of\ these p ro fit  enterprises, 
the C u tte r Labora tories, was due 
.to- get.. o f  the yaeciue busi­
ness. However, an a la rm in g ly  
high incidence o f po lio  developed 
a fte r  m odulations w ith  the C u tte r 
vaccine. O ut o f 54 po lio  cases 
discovered am ong five m illio n  
inoculated ch ild ren, 44 had re ­
ceived shots fro m  the C u tte r 
vaccine.

The po ss ib ility  tha t live polio 
v irus  existed in  some o f the 
C u tte r vaccine brought im m ediate 
ban on supplies made by th is  
company. A w ild  hunt fo r  a ll the 
via ls tha t had been issued fo l­
lowed.

Then on M ay G, U.S. Surgeon 
General, D r. Leonard A . Scheele 
told the House B ank ing and C u r­
rency Com m ittee th a t a ll produc­
ers o f the vaccine had been 
ordered to h a lt th e ir  shipm ents. 
However, he assured them, sched­
uled mass inoculations would 
proceed as planned w ith  vaccine 
tha t had already been delivered.

The next day, M ay 7, a fte r  a 
secret session la s ting  u n til 4 A .M . 
Scheele announced an inde fin ite  
postponement o f a ll vaccinations.

B LA C K  M A R K E T
F urthe rm ore , Eisenhower and 

his Secretary o f H ea lth , Educa­
tion and W elfare , O vcta Culp 
Hobby, opened the door fo r  the 
black m arke t by p u ttin g  d is tr ib u ­
tion o f the vaccine in the hands 
o f the p r iv a te  pro fiteers. D ru g  
m anufacture rs and m erchants 
gave vaccine to fam ilies , frien ds  
and fa v o rite  customers w ith o u t 
regard to age p r io r ity .

Popular ind igna tion  has spread 
like  w ild fire  th roughout the coun­
try  and has fin a lly  forced some 
o f the cap ita lis t po litic ians  to 
s t ir .  Senator Magnuson called a 
special m eeting o f (he Senate 
Fore ign Commerce Com m ittee to  
discuss the “ irresponsib le m uddle”  
in W ashington.

Representative Patterson in tro ­
duced a b ill in to  the House o f 
Representatives to g ive p r io r ity  
to children in the dangerous age 
category and to requ ire  a federal 
seal o f approva l on a ll vaccine. 
He said, “ I t  is tim e fo r  us to call 
a ha lt to a ll th is  confusion and to 
le t the medical profession, our 
m others and fa the rs  and th e ir  
children know th a t any vaccine 
adm in istered in the fu tu re  comes 
as near to be ing pe rfect as i t  is 
hum anly possible to  -make i t . ”

T h ir ty  seven ou t o f 39 Gov­
ernors expressed themselves in 
fa vo r o f federal con tro l o f the 
d is tr ib u tio n  o f the Salk vaccine.

S t il l there is no serious move 
on the part o f the E isenhower 
a d m in is tra tion  to assure fu ll and 
safe protection to the people o f 
th is  coun try . That would be 
“ creeping socia lism ”  and B ig  
Business would never stand fo r 
tha t.

Profiteer-Control of Vaccine 
Distribution Perils Children

Alarm Sweeps Country 
At Criminal Negligence 
Of the Government

By Myra Tanner
Thousands of children are menaced by the dread 

disease of polio this year despite the fact that science 
has at last given humanity protection from the child­
killing scourge. These children are in danger because of 
the incredible greed, mismanagement, confusion, irrespon-
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20 YEARS OF THE CIO — II

The Myth and the Truth about ",New Deal”
By Art Preis

Hoover’s ad m in is tra tio n  was 
washed away in  the November 
3932 elections by a flood o f  pop­
u la r hatred tha t was to submerge 
the Republican P a rty  in W ash­
in g ton  fo r the next 20 years. I t  
was said o f his defeat tha t “ even 
M ickey Mouse could have beaten 
the ‘G reat E ng ineer’ .”  F ra n k lin  
D. Roosevelt, Hoover’s Demo­
c ra tic  successor, did not w in  be­
cause o f personal po p u la rity  or 
program . He was not even w e ll 
known to the na tiona l public.

Roosevelt’s b ig  election cam ­
pa ign pitch was “ governm ent 
saving .”  He said in  h is  nom ina­
tio n  acceptance speech o f J u ly  
2, 1932: “ F o r three long years 
I  have been go ing  up and down 
th is  coun try  preaching th a t Gov­
ernm ent — federa l, s tate and 
local —  costs too much. . . .  I  
propose to you, m y friends, and 
th rough  you, th a t Government 
o f a ll k inds, b ig  and li t t le , ' be 
made solvent and th a t the ex­
am ple be set by the P resident o f

the U n ited  States and his cab i­
net.”

A s fo r  unem ploym ent re lie f, 
he expla ined th a t “ p r im a ry  re ­
spons ib ility  fo r  re lie f  rests w ith  
loca lities, now, as ever. . .”  —  
th a t is, w ith  bankru p t local com­
m unities. He wound up w ith  the 
o ft-quoted dec la ra tion : “ I pledge 
you, I pledge m yse lf, to  a new 
deal fo r  the A m erican people.”

A f te r  Roosevelt’s death in  
1945, his S ecre tary o f Labor 
Frances Perkins, in he r na ive ly  
revea ling  The Roosevelt I Knew, 
sp illed the beans about the “ New 
Deal.”  She w ro te  th a t when 
Roosevelt took office in  M arch 
1933, “ the New Deal was not a 
plan w ith  fo rm  o r content. I t  
was a happy phrase he had 
coined d u rin g  the cam paign, and 
its  value was psychological. I t  
made people fee l be tte r. . .”

T h is  cheap “ happy phrase”  
concealed the rea l purpose o f the 
medicine in Roosevelt’s p rescrip ­
tion . He was in te n t on saving 
dy in g  A m erican  cap ita lism  and 
he was ready to  use • a ll means 
to th a t end. .

His Program: Save Capitalism
H is f irs t  m a jo r o ffic ia l act 

a fte r  he took office on M arch 4, 
1933, was to  save the b ig  banks 
and b ig  depositors a t the ex­
pense o f the sm all banks and 
sm all depositors. H is bank m o r­
a to rium  on w ith d ra w a l o f de­
posits and o ther em ergency bank 
measures consolidated the b ig  
banks w h ile  thousands o f the 
sm all one9 never opened again 
o r paid back on ly  a fra c tio n  o f 
deposits.

D r. iBroadus M itche ll, in  De­
pression Decade, an able study 
o f the depression era fro m  1929 
to 1941, makes a te ll in g  p o in t in 
connection w ith  the bank m ora­
to riu m . “ Some fe l t  a t the tim e, 
and have continued to  believe 
since, th a t th is  was a m om ent 
when the coun try , and Congress, 
would have fo llow ed the P resident 
in m ak ing  the banks na tiona l 
p rope rty . . . Such an action 
would have m eant th a t the  New 
Deal, instead o f re fo rm in g  g la r ­
in g  defects in o rder to  preserve 
the cap ita lis t system, w ould have

set about superseding i t . ”  R ay­
mond M oley, one o f Roosevelt’s 
closest associates o f the ea rly  
“ New  Deal,”  w ro te  in  h is book, 
A fte r  Seven Y ears : “ I t  cannot 
be emphasized too s tro n g ly  th a t 
the policies w h ich vanquished the 
bank c ris is  were th o ro ug h ly  con­
serva tive policies. . . I f  ever 
there was a m om ent when th in gs  
hung in  the balance, i t  was on 
M arch 5, 1933 —  when uno rtho ­
doxy would have dra ined the 
la s t rem a in ing  s treng th  o f the 
c a p ita lis tic  system. C ap ita lism  
was saved in e igh t days. . The 
man who prom ised to drive  the 
“ money changers from  the Tem ­
ple,”  a c tu a lly  gave them a new 
lease on it .

The p ic tu re  o f Roosevelt as a 
“ fr ie n d  o f la bo r”  g iv in g  the peo­
ple concessions ou t o f the ten ­
derness o f his heart —  th is  po r­
t r a i t  painted by both the  con­
serva tive  trade  un ion offic ia ldom  
and the S ta lin is ts  —  is com plete­
ly  fa lse. Roosevelt was a clever, 
a d ro it p o lit ic ia n  who c a re fu lly  
gauged popu la r sentim ent. H is

s ligh te s t concession to the w o rk ­
ers was given g ru d g in g ly  ou t o f 
fe a r o f the ■ masses and to  p re ­
vent- th e ir  m oving le ft.  He voiced 
th is  in  h is 1932 acceptance 
speech, say ing  th a t “ a resent­
m ent against the fa ilu re  o f Re­
publican leadership. . . the f a i l ­
ure o f Republican leaders to 
solve ou r troub les m ay degener­
ate in to  unreasoning rad ica lism  
. . . To meet by reaction  th a t 
danger o f rad ica lism  is to in v ite  
d isaster.”

Ferd inand I.undberg, in A m e r­
ica's 60 Fam ilies, a classic study 
o f the b ig  cap ita lis ts  who run  
th is  country, concluded th a t “ the  
‘New D eal’ is no t revo lu tiona ry  
nor rad ica l in  any sense; on the 
con tra ry , i t  is  conservative. I ts  
m ild , te n ta tive  re fo rm is t co lor­
a tion is bu t a necessary conces­
sion in ' the face o f widespread 
un rest.”

The labo r leaders and libe ra ls  
who have b u ilt  up the popu lar 
m y th  about Roosevelt’s “ human- 
ita r ia n is m ”  and “ love fo r  the 
l i t t le  man,”  res t th e ir  case m a in ­
ly  on tw o  c la im s: (1 ) th a t he 
“ gave re lie f  and jobs to  the un ­
em ployed;’ ’ (2 ) th a t he “ gave 
labo r the r ig h t  to  organ ize.”

L e t us examine his aid to  the 
unemployed. Speaking o f the 
average o f m ore than 12 m illio n  
unemployed d u rin g  the Roose­
v e lt f ir s t  te rm , h is re lie f  adm in 
is t ra to r  and in tim a te  colleague 
H a rry  H opkins boasts in his 
book. Spending to  Save, th a t “ in 
the la s t three and a h a lf  years 
we have spent a lm ost s ix  b illio n  
do lla rs in  he lp ing  these fam ilies  
m a in ta in  themselves.”  The ave r­
age annual expenditu re fo r  the 
unemployed ran about $1 Vi b i l ­
lion , w h ile  the to ta l cost o f gov­
ernm ent ran a l i t t le  more than 
$7 b illio n . When it  came to  war, 
however, Roosevelt was to spend 
S79 b illio n  in  1943, $95 b illio n  in 
1944 and more than $100 b illio n  
in 1945.

The Em ergency R e lie f A c t o f 
1933 g ran ted  on ly  $500 m illio n  
to  the states to  continue the 
s ta rva tio n  doles prev ious ly  given 
some o f the unemployed. By 
1935, Roosevelt was to  declare 
his in te n tio n  to  “ ge t ou t o f th is  
business o f re lie f”  and to aban­
don three -quarte rs  o f the unem-
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ployed to  the tender mercies o f 
local re lie f agencies w ith o u t 
funds.

Roosevelt’s w  o r k s  program  
never provided jobs fo r  more 
than 25% o f the jobless. H is f irs t  
such program , the  C iv il W orks 
A d m in is tra tio n  started  in  N o­
vember, 1933, lasted on ly three 
m onths. I t  pa id  $15 a week, w ith  
m in im um  wages o f 40 cents in 
the south, 45 cents in the m id 
west and 60 cents an hour in  
the northeast. The Federal 
Em ergency R e lie f A d m in is tra tio n  
program , w h ich g o t under w ay 
fn the sum m er o f 1934, began 
to  fo ld  up in  the  sp ring  o f 1935. 
I t  employed an average o f less 
than 2,000,000 w orkers, fo r  $12 
a week.

The peak o f the w o rk  re lie f 
program  was reached under the 
W orks Progress A dm in is tra tion . 
Th is paid the “ p re va ilin g  wage 
ra les”  o f the local com m unities 
—  as low as $19 a month in  the 
South and $40 a m onth in  the 
N o rth  fo r  common labor. A t  its  
peak, W P A  wages, inc lud ing 
skilled , professional and ad­
m in is tra tive , averaged on ly  $45.91 
a month.

R e lie f jobs were system atica lly  
increased before national, elec­
tions and hundreds o f thousands 
were fired  sho rtly  a fte r  the votes

were counted. In  1936, fo r  in ­
stance, mass W P A  la y o ffs  were 
discontinued in the fa l l  before 
Roosevelt's second-term election. 
Im m ed ia te ly  a fte rw a rds , 400,000 
W P A  w orkers  were fired  en 
masse, m ost o f them  s t i l l  d is­
p la y in g  th e ir  Roosevelt cam ­
pa ign buttons.

T h roughou t the en tire  f irs t  
tw o term s o f the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n , the re  were con tinu ­
ous unemployed dem onstrations, 
re lie f w o rks s trikes  and rio ts . 
The h ighest re lie f, the m ost re ­
lie f  jobs and the b iggest wages 
were in  d irec t p ropo rtion  to the 
am ount o f unemployed strugg les.

M iss ‘P erk ins te lls  how she 
m et an e lde rly  law yer, a H a r­
vard graduate who go t a W PA 
job  in a pa rk , “ and he would 
a lw ays ask me to  take a mes­
sage to  the President —  a mes­
sage o f g ra titu d e  fo r  a job  
which paid h im  $15 a week and

kep t h im  from  s ta rv in g  to  death.”  
How  p itia b le  seems such g ra ti­

tude in the lig h t o f A m erica ’s 
tremendous productive  capacity 
and the lib e ra li ty  Roosevelt was 
to d isp lay in  p ro v id in g  hundreds 
o f b illion s  in  “ re lie f”  fo r  w a r 
pro fiteers in  W orld  W a r I I !  
Roosevelt’s p rogram  fo r  the un ­
employed seemed generous on ly 
by com parison w ith  Hoover’s. 
B u t in term s o f even m in im um  
subsistence standards i t  was, as 
the Unemployed League pu t it ,  
“ no t enough to live  on and ju s t 
too much to die on.”

T h e . m ain prop o f the Roose­
v e lt m yth  is th a t he gave A m e r i­
can labor “ the r ig h t  to  o rgan ­
ize.”  T h is  c la im  is based on 
S e c t i o n  7 (a ) inserted in to  
Roosevelt’s ch ie f piece o f ea rly  
“ s ta b iliza tio n ”  leg is la tion , the 
N a tiona l In d u s tr ia l Recovery A c t, 
known as N R A , enacted in  June 

-1933.

Why He Agreed to Section 7 (a)

The Dixon-Yates Power Scandal
By Sam Marcy

W hat’s a ll the fuss and noise 
about D ixon-Yates, and what has 
i t  got to  do w ith  T V A ?  The 
s to ry  is so m angled and m u tila ­
ted by the ca p ita lis t press th a t 
i t  is  d if f ic u lt  even fo r  one deep 
ly  in terested in  the issue to 
make out what is what.

T h a t is because the biggest 
and m ost im p o rta n t p o in t in  the 
controversy has been glossed 
over, when not de libe ra te ly  
avoided. T h a t po in t is —  T H E  
A T O M IC  E N E R G Y  C O M M IS ­
S IO N  iiS NO W  T H E  B IG G EST 
S IN G LE  E LE C T R IC  POW ER 
C O N S U M E R  IN  T H E  U .S.A. I t  
consumes more power than such 
g ia n t companies as A lu m inu m  
Co. o f Am erica, o r F ord  M oto r 
Co., and las t year outranked 
General M otors, which is the 
la rge s t sing le  in d u s tr ia l u n it in  
the world .

The A E C  s t i l l  is  the legal 
ow ner o f a ll the atom ic energy 
fa c il it ie s  in th is  country . In  
sp ite  o f a ll e ffo r ts  o f the b ig  
m onopolies to gobble up atom iê 
energy fo r  th e ir  p r iva te  use, the 
la w  s t i l l  says:

“ A ll r ig h t,  t i t le  and in te res t 
w ith in  o r under the ju r is d ic tio n  
o f the U.S. in  o r to any fissionable 
m a te ria l, now o r he rea fte r p ro ­
duced shall lie the p ro p e rty  o f 
the (A E C ) Commission.”

M r. Lew is L. S trauss is the 
C hairm an o f the Commission. 
T it le  is vested in  h im . He exe­
cutes contracts on beha lf o f the 
Commission. He buys and sells 
by con tract w hatever the Com­
m ission needs. U p u n t il a year 
ago, the Com m ission g o t its  
e lec tric  power fro m  three m ain 
sources: (1) the Ohio V a lle y
E le c tr ic  Corp. (2) the E le c tr ic  
E nergy, Inc., and (3 ) the Ten­
nessee V a lley  A u th o r ity .

IM P O R T A N C E  O F T V A
The f i r s t  tw o companies are 

p a r t of the $35 b illio n  e lectric  
u t i l i t y  power tru s t jo in t ly  dom ­
inated by the M organs, the 
R ockefellers, and a s p r in k lin g  o f 

.m in o r u t i l i t y  operators. T V A  is 
the cou n try ’s la rgest public pow­
er development —  and th a t ’s 
where the angle rega rd ing  T V A  
comes in.

The governm ent th rough  the 
A E C  owns a huge atom ic p lant 
at Paducah, K y . E le c tr ic  power 
from  the T V A  p lant has been 
used fo r  th is  atom ic p lan t. M r. 
S trauss is the man who has the 
power to  buy and sell fo r  AEC, 
and he knows th a t the A tom ic  
E nergy fa c ilit ie s  are go ing to 
absorb more and more e lectrica l 
power, so tha t by 1956, i t  w ill 
be using about 13% o f a ll 
k ilo w a tt hours produced, and 
th a t means hundreds o f m illions,

i f  not b illio n s  to  be spent by 
the governm ent in  the purchase 
o f e lectric  power.

The e lectric  u t i l i t y  tru s t, 
whose assets am ount to  over $35 
b illio n  do lla rs, and is dom inated 
by  the M organs and Rockefel­
lers, is he ll-ben t on cornering  
the m arke t so th a t the AEC 
w i l l  make contracts fo r  the p u r­
chase o f e lec tric  power fro m  the 
p riva te  u t il it ie s  alone, and b y ­
pass T V A  despite the fa c t th a t 
T V A  produces and sells e lectric  
power a t a much cheaper ra te .

M r. Strauss, o f course, is no t 
a d is in terested person. He is a 
representative o f the R ockefe ller 
in terests and Kuh^n, Loeb & Co., 
and as against ' pub lic  power 
advocates, he is com ple te ly in 
the embrace o f the p riva fe  pow­
er tru s t. F o r h im  i t  is  no t a 
question as to w he the r A E C  
should purchase e lectric  power 
Uom  the fed e ra lly  owned T V A  
bu t how best to purchase fro m  
the power t ru s t  and d iv ide i t  
equ itab ly  among a ll the 1 cor­
porate thieves.

So, one /fine  day la s t year, 
he signed a con tract —  the w e ll 
known D ixon-Y ates con trac t — 
w ith  tw o corpora tions, the M id ­
dle Southern U t il it ie s , (o f which 
E dg a r H. D ixon is  the p res i­
dent) and the Southern Co. 
(headed by  E. A . Y a tes). These 
tw o  u t i l i t y  companies are m ere­
ly  tw o  l i t t le  stooges fo r  the 
g ia n t power tru s t.

T H E  M O N O P O LY  P IR A T E S
U nder the te rm s o f the con­

tra c t, D ixon-Y ates would con­

s tru c t a $100 m illio n  p la n t which 
would feed energy in to  the T V A  
system. Doesn’t  th a t sound 
good ? The catch is th a t the 
600,000 k ilo w a tts  th a t T V A  sup­
plies to the A tom ic  E nergy 
p la n t a t Paducah would be 
done away w ith .

F u rthe rm ore , T V A  would now 
be serviced by the p riva te  power 
monopoly, when i t  could bu ild  its  
own p lan t. A nd m ost im p o rta n t 
o f a ll, as the need o f the  atom ic 
energy p lan t a t Paducah in ­
creases T V A  w ill be displaced 
by  the p r iv a te  m onopoly p ira tes.

B u t T V A  is the c o u n try ’s m a­
jo r  pub lic  power developm ent! 
M ore than a m illio n  people each 
year go to v is i t  and 'gaze a t its  
wonders and accomplishments. 
Does the power m onopoly re a lly  
w ant to make i t  so in e ffec tive  
as to u ltim a te ly  tu rn  i t  over to 
p riva te  in d u s try?  L e t us hear 
fro m  Governor C lem ent o f Ten­
nessee te s tify in g  a t the Congres­
sional hearing  on D ixon-Y ates in - 
ea rly  Novem ber 1954.

We o f course hold no b r ie f 
fo r  the governor o f Tennessee, 
who is a representative o f the 
Bourbon South. H is  testim ony 
however, is revealing in  many 
respects.

“ I  assert th a t the D ixon  Yates 
con tract is a move in a na tiona l 
conspiracy on the p a rt o f p riva te  
power companies to destroy the 
T V A . I t  is on ly  in  th is  l ig h t  
th a t the tenths o f th is  deal 
(D ixon-Y a tes) becomes logica l 
. . . P riva te  power m onopoly has 
conspired aga inst T V A  because 
T V A  has been the on ly e ffec tive

(^com petitive  s tim ulus th a t the 
power in d u s try  has ever known 
. . . The fa c t is th a t T V A  has 
b rough t down the price  o f power 
to a ll consumers 60% in  the las t 
20 years. T h a t is w hy  the p r i ­
vate power tru s t is a ttem p ting  
to tu rn  the clock back fro m  
federa l public power , . .

“ In  connection w ith  m y charge 
o f p riva te  power company con­
sp iracy aga inst the T V A , I  
would like  to o ffe r  a ra th e r in ­
te res ting  map, w h ich  shows the 
location o f p lan ts  th a t has been 
made by the General E le c tric  
and W estinghouse Corp. in  our 
reg ion. I f  you gentlemen w ill 
exam ine th is  map, you w il l  see 
tha t the Tennessee V a lley  Area 
is R IN G E D  w ith  W estinghouse 
and General E le c tric  p lants, but 
they have no p lant in  the whole 
T V A  area, though i t  is ad m it­
ted ly  one o f th e ir  best m arkets.”

The reason fo r  it ,  the  gover­
nor w en t on to  exp la in  a t 
length , is the a tte m p t o f the 
m onopoliesv to boyco tt the  T V A  
area as a fo rm  o f pressure 
aga inst it .

W A L L  S T R E E T  S P ID E R
The la te  Senator N o rr is , who 

was the le g is la tive  a rch itec t o f 
T V A , knew the power t ru s t  to 
the m arro w  o f h is  bories, on the 
basis o f a q u a rte r o f a cen tury 
o f experience w ith  them . “ The 
conscienceless power tru s t , ”  “ the 
irreconcilab le  and uncom prom is­
in g  enemy,”  he was w ont to  
say. On the rea r w a ll o f his 
Senate Chamber, he hung  a p ic ­
tu re  o f a spider, on a canvas 
e ig h t - fo o t  square. He labeled 
the insect “ W a ll S tree t”  and 
surrounded i t  w ith  an in tr ic a te  
web; each leg o f the  web bore 
the name o f a b ig  bank; each 
line  o f the web criss-crossed 
w ith  the names o f m a jo r cor­
porations. On his sp ider web he 
could see a t a glance the 318 
d irectors in the g re a t public 
u t i l i t y  combine, who worked on 
beha lf o f J. P. M organ. (Thus 
th is  representa tive  o f the  sm all­
er ca p ita lis t in te rests  and fa rm ­
ers knew his m onopoly cap ita lis t 
opponents w e ll.)

The w o rk ing  class m ust know  
its  class enemy even be tte r than 
Sen. N o rr is  did. F o r i t  is  the 
Am erican w o rk in g  class, and 
not the sm all cap ita lis ts , th a t 
w i l l  release the U.S. (and the 
w o rld ) from  the s tra n g u la tin g  
g r ip  o f the m onopoly cap ita lis t 
p lu tocracy.

TLast o f a series o f nine 
artic les . P revious ins ta llm ents  
are availab le  at ten cents each. 
W r ite  to the M ilita n t,  116 U n i­
v e rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  3, 
N .Y .]

To be sure, labor a lready had 
th a t r ig h t  —  whenever i t  exe r­
cised i t  and fo u g h t to m a in ta in  
it .  I f  the re  were no such r ig h t,  
how could the A F L  have existed 
a t a ll?  In  fa c t, 14 years ea rlie r 
the A F L  had organized more 
than 4 m illio n  w orkers. Had the 
w orkers no t been ready and 
eager fo r  o rgan iza tion , Section 
7 (a ), a ff irm in g  th e ir  r ig h t  to 
organize and ba rga in  co llec tive ly  
and to p ick  th e ir  ow fi union rep ­
resentatives free  fro m  em ployer 
in terfe rence, would have had no 
e ffe c t in  any sense.

The fac ts  are th a t the  w orkers 
were a lready .on the move when

Roosevelt took office and Section 
7 (a ) was a re luc tan t response 
to labo r pressure. The same up ­
surge o f p ro test aga inst condi­
tions th a t had swept Roosevelt 
in to  o ffice was also expressed at 
the s ta rt o f 1933 in  the b iggest 
s tr ike  wave since the ea rly  
tw enties. These s trikes were es­
pecia lly  s ign ifican t because many 
occurred in  unorganized, com­
pany-dom inated basic industries , 
p a rtic u la r ly  auto. Between Janu­
a ry  1, 1933, and the s ign ing  o f 
the N R A  in m id-June, there  had 
been s tr ikes  at fo u r  B riggs  
p lants, M o to r Products, Hayes 
Body, M u rra y  Body, Hudson 
Body and Hudson Production,

W illy s  O verland, C hevro let (O ak­
land, Cal.) and W h ite  .M otor.

A . J. Muste, in  his 1985 pam ­
phlet, “ The A utom obile  In d u s try  
and O rganized Labor,”  published 
by the Fellow sh ip o f R econcili­
a tion. reported : “ A s one observer 
expressed it ,  ‘E a rly  in 1933 hell 
began to pop. S tr ik e  followed 
s tr ik e  w ith  bew ilde ring  ra p id ity . 
The long exp lo ited too patient 
auto slaves were g e ttin g  tired  o f 
the game.’ ”

The o rig in a l d ra ft  o f N R A  
said no th in g  about co llective ba r­
g a in ing  lig h ts . Long a fte rw a rds , 
in her book. M iss P erk ins ad­
m itted th a t Section 7 (a ) was 
w i'itte n  in to  the b ill on ly  a fte r  
protests by W illia m  Green. She 
comments: “ W r itte n  in general 
term s, 7 (a ) was a problem  in 
semantics. I t  was a set o f words 
to s u it labor leaders, W illia m  
Green in p a rtic u la r.”

O ther labo r leaders al?o are 
cred ited w ith  resp on s ib ility  fo r  
7 (a ), nam ely, the la te  Sidney 
H illm a n , pres ident o f the A m a l­
gamated C lo th ing  W orkers, and 
John L. ■ Lew is, U n ited  Mine 
W orkers president. Pre-1940 ac­
counts, in c lud in g  E dw ard Le v in ­
son’s Labor on the M arch, agree 
on Lew is as the ‘actual au thor.

Saul A lin sky , au thor o f a 
sob e rly -w ritte n  and fu lly -d o cu ­
mented biography o f John L. 
Lewis, describes the cam paign o f 
f lu t te ry , in tr ig u e  and pressure 
used to squeeze from  FDR his 
g ru dg ing  consent to  Section 7 
(a ), “ a set o f words”  w r itte n  
so vague ly th a t i t  could be in ­
te rp re ted  to  assure the “ r ig h ts ”  
o f company unions as w e ll as o f 
genuine labor organ iza tions.

M a n y  w orkers  undoubtedly 
were m isled in to  th in k in g  th a t

7 (a ) m eant th a t the g-overn- 
m ent re a lly  would p ro tect them  
in  th e ir  r ig h t  to jo in  a un ion. 
Even before N R A  became law  
on June 16, 1933, Lew is sent an 
a rm y  o f union organ izers in to  
the coal fields, shouting, “ The 
P resident wants you to jo in  the 
un ion.”  In  her book, Miss P er­
k ins  com plains th a t th is  o rg an iz ­
ing  slogan was raised “ w ith  m ore 
dram a than t r u th ”  and th a t 
“ Section 7 (a ) was sub ject to 
excited in te rp re ta tion s  by o r­
ganizers who gave w o rk in g  peo­
ple an exaggerated notion o f 
th e ir  r ig h ts .”  Lew is h im se lf, 
m any years la te r, adm itted  to 
A lin s k y : “ Roosevelt was not too 
fr ie n d ly  to Section 7 (a ) ; and, 
i f  the re  was any tim e  when I  
began to question and wonder 
and have reservations about the 
President, i t  was a t th a t t im e ."

Section 7 (a ) did a t least 
have the e ffec t o f g e ttin g  some 
o f the union leaders ou t o f th e ir  
office cha irs  and doing a l i t t le  
o rgan iz ing . ‘In  some instances, 
the im m ediate resu lts  were phe­
nomenal. The m ine union signed 
up 300,000 new members in  tw o  
m onths; the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers Union, 150,- 
000; the Am algam ated C lo th in g  
W orkers, 50,000. There was a 
s p u rt o f un ion iza tion  in steel and 
a fe w  o ther industries where o r­
ganizations o f a s o rt existed.

B u t even i f  Section 7 (a ) 
played a certa in  p o rt in he lp ing  
to organize some w orkers, i t  
could no t keep them  organized 
o r p ro tect them  aga inst boss re ­
prisa ls . Im m ed ia te  events were 
to prove th a t to the h ilt .

[N e x t week: W hat N R A  D id  
—  and Did N o t — Do fo r  L a ­
bor.]

...S outhern  Rail 
Bosses Retreat

(Continued fro m  page 1)
234 fe e t o f track. And fo u r ca r­
loads o f fre ig h t were derailed at 
A tta lla .

P H O N E  S T R IK E
M eanwhile, the 59 day s tr ik e  o f 

75,000 union men and women 
aga inst the Southern B e ll Te le­
phone Co. continues unabated. Im ­
p o rtin g  thousands o f  “ super­
v iso rs ”  fo r  scabs, the company 
has called on the F B I fo r  
assistance in  b re a k in g  the  s trike . 
A t  present nego tia tions are a t a 
s tan d -s till.

La s t week, as the M il ita n t  re- 
norted, a  judge in K n o xv ille , 
Tenn., placed an in junc tion  on the 
company p ro h ib it in g  i t  from  
using “ armed men about any 
p icke t line —  w ith o u t a u th o r ity  
o f la w  or in defiance o f  law .’ ’ 
W ith  company thugs thus made 
illega l, the M ayo r o f K n o xv ille  
stepped in to p ro ride  legal thugs. 
He armed the c ity  police w ith  
machine guns and ordered them 
to “ shoot to k i l l ”  in dea ling  w ith  
the s tr ik in g  telephone workers.

Despite the com pany - insp ired 
violence, much o f  the Southern 
public is in sym pathy w ith  the 
s trike rs . T h is  is il lu s tra te d  in  the 
s to ry  to ld  in Labor's  D a ily  o f 
the reaction o f a local president 
in Cedartown, Georgia. He an­
nounced to his fe llo w  townsmen 
th a t the union was p lac ing an 
‘ ‘•honorary p icke t line  in f r o n t  o f 
the telephone office. T h a t means 
you are to honor i t . ”  '

When the company tr ie d  to 
make troub le  fo r  the s tr ike rs , he 
to ld  the people: “ The company is 
t ry in g  to  agonize ou r peaceful 
s tr ike . I t 's  a nice s tr ik e  we’ve 
got here in  Cedartown, and they 
ought not to do th a t. W e’re not 
mad, we ju s t w ant ou r r ig h ts . 
They can’t  agonize me no m atte r 
how they t r y . ”

S T E E L S T R IK E S
N egotia tions are s t i l l  on a t M c- 

Wane Cast Iron  Pipe Co. in 
B irm in g h a m ,'A la b a m a , w ith  the 
Stee lworkers union. The w orkers 
s truck  Jan. 17 in a d ispute over 
sen io rity . Because o f the length 
o f the w a lkou t, the un ion wants 
to negotiate a com nle te lv new 
contract before the 250 s tr ike rs  
re tu rn  to w ork.

Steel s trikes  continued also 
aga inst the B irm ingham  Tank 
Co. and In g a lls  Iron  W orks. The 
400 stee lworkers involved are 
demanding 15c. an hour increase 
in wages.

The M iam i Beach H ote l s tr ik e  
continues s trong . A m ember o f 
the M iam i Beach M un ic ipa l Em - 
nloyees Union to ld  the s tr ik e rs : 
“ O ur hovs bn the garbage trucks 
never had i t  so good since you a ll 
walked out. We took one day’s 
garbage out o f one b ig  hotel in a 
lady ’s ha t-box.”

. . .  Reuther and Ford versus Marx

When P o lly  S tew art, a cleaning 
woman in Buckingham  Palace, 
liome o f B r ita in ’s ro y a lty , was 
pu t ou t o f her sm all room in to  a 
worse one, she filed a grievance 
w ith  the  governm ent employes’ 
union to which she belongs. The 
union has taken the case to the 
Labor M in is try  which is ‘‘ad­
ju d ic a tin g ’ ’ i t  w ith  th e ' roya l 
•household

(Continued from  page 1)

his own “ resp o n s ib ility ”  by de­
c la ring , “ We have never c la im ­
ed th a t a w o rke r in  the U n ited  
States . . .  is a u tom a tica lly  en­
tit le d  to economic secu rity .”  
(U A W  keynote.)

H e n ry  the Second says i t  is 
im pera tive  fo r  the A m erican 
people to “ understand and sup­
p o rt the Am erican in cen tive -fo r- 
everybody system .”  Reuther, too, 
wants to g ive the cap ita lis ts  
th e ir  due:

“ We know th a t when corpora­
tio n  management makes a con­
tr ib u tio n  to  the economic w e ll­
being o f the coun try  and to  the 
economic progress o f our coun­
t r y  they are en titled  to a ju s t 
rew ard fo r th e ir  economic con­
tr ib u tio n  . . . We believe in 
free  enterprise. We believe in  in ­
d iv idu a l incentives . . .  I  m a in­
ta in  no one w ill argue that, each 
General M otors ’ w o rke r ought to 
get as much as M r. C urtice . No 
one w ill argue th a t a GM w o rk ­
er, even in  the sk illed  trades 
classification, ought to get as 
much as M r. Sloan.”  (U A W  key­
note.)

W ha t could H e n ry  the Second 
add to th a t —  except maybe 
“ Am en, and don’t  fo rg e t to 
m ention how .undesirab le  i t  
would be fo r  a Ford  w o rke r to 
be paid as much as I  g e t? ”

R E U T H E R  T H E  PO ET
R euther jo ined the fa ith fu l la t ­

er than H enry  the Second, bu t 
he tr ies  to make up fo r  his 
tard iness by the a rdor o f his 
devotion. H e n ry  the  Second, 
ra th e r prosa ica lly , says th a t “ in 
m odem  cap ita lism , the  owner, 
the m anager and the  w o rke r are 
lo g ic a lly  un ited in a common 
concern fo r  the  company th a t 
feeds a ll three o f them .”  B u t 
R euther is so moved by the 
dazz ling  beau ty o f class co llab­
o ra tion  th a t he l i te ra lly  erupts 
in to  po e try :

“ We plan to take management 
up on the m ountains and we 
would lik e  to g ive them a l i t t le  
b it o f the v ision tha t we have. 
W e would lik e  to show them 
tha t great, new w o rld  th a t can 
be b u ilt i f  free  labo r and free 
management and free  govern­
m ent can cooperate together in 
harm ony in  harnessing the pow­
ers o f A m erica and gearing  tha t 
power to  the basic needs o f peo­
ple.”  (U A W  keynote.)

B u t i f  we leave R euther and 
H enry  the Second on the  m oun­
ta ins  o f fan ta sy  and w is h fu l 
th in k in g  and re tu rn  to  the solid 
ground o f economic and po litica l 
re a lity , we w i l l  f in d  a d iffe re n t 
p ic tu re . A nd  a p ic tu re  in  fu l l  
accord w ith  the basic law s and 
con trad ic tions o f c a p ita lis t de­
velopm ent f i r s t  s c ie n tif ic a lly  an ­
alyzed by M arx.

In  its  hea lth ies t days c a p ita l­
ism was never a system capable 
o f prolonged s ta b ility , and old 
age has n o t changed its  na ture  
in  th is  respect. The cu rre n t 
boom in  Am erica  is the  b iggest 
yet, b u t i t  is  p re p a rin g  condi­
tions fo r  a cris is  and depression 
th a t w i l l  also be the b iggest yet. 
The assurances o f the  Fords and 
Reuthers about the rosy pros­
pects o f cap ita lism  have a fa ­
m ilia r  r in g ; we hea rd  the same

tune in the Twenties. B u t then- 
assurances have no m ore sub­
stance than those o f th e ir  p re­
decessors.

To be exact, they have less 
substance. Since the Twenties the 
c a p ita lis t w o rld  has shrunk con­
s iderably. O ne-th ird  o f the 
ea rth ’s popu lation has broken 
ou t o f the c a p ita lis t ovb it. The 
colonial revo lu tion  has made 
c a p ita lis t investm ent u n a ttra c ­
tive , uncerta in  or unsafe in 
o ther vast areas p rev ious ly  ex­
p lo ited  b y  im peria lism . A l l  th is  
in tens ifies  the con trad ic tions and 
troub les o f cap ita lism , a system 
th a t m ust expand o r choke. The 
R euther-Ford v ision doesn’t ex­
tend beyond the na tiona l bound­
aries, and th a t’s one reason why 
i t ’s defective. The in a b ility  of 
the w orld  system o f cap ita lism  
to expand w il l  have profound re ­
percussions on th a t p a rt o f the 
system tha t is located here, and 
the longer those repercussions 
are delayed the more explosive 
and costly they w il l  be.

M oreover, i f  in  re trospect i t  
is now genera lly  agreed th a t the 
p ro spe rity  o f the Tw enties was 
a r t i f ic ia l ly  s tim u la ted and un­
hea lthy, who can have any gen­
uine confidence in  the sound­
ness o r permanence o f the pres­
en t p ro spe rity , w h ich is depen­

dent on m il ita ry  expenditures 40 
to 50 tim es as large as those o f 
the Tw enties?

These economic re a litie s  spell 
doom to the F ord -R eu ther p ro ­
gram  o f co llabora tion , harm ony 
and peaceful coexistence between 
the Am erican ru l in g  class and 
the w o rk ing  class i t  exp lo its.

Between ca p ita lis ts  and cap­
ita lis t-m ind ed  labo r bureaucrats 
there  is a certa in  com m un ity  o f 
in te rests ; the peculiar ta len ts  o f 
both can f in d  rew ards, p i-iv ileges 
and prestige  o n ly  • u n d e r-a -p ro fit  
.system. T h a t is the basis fo r  col­
laboration between them, and th a t 
is w hy they can and do co l­
laborate.

B ut the in te rests o f the cap­
ita lis ts  and the workers are d i f ­
fe ren t and opposite, and cannot 
be reconciled. The class s tru g ­
gle continues, despite a ll e ffo r ts  
to m ute it .  A nd i t  w i l l  grow  
sharper when the present pros­
p e rity  bubble bursts, as i t  in ­
ev ita b ly  w ill.  Then the w orkers 
w i l l  have a chance to  r id  them ­
selves perm anently  o f ca p ita l­
ism and its  insecu rity . B u t to  
succeed in th is  task they w il l  
also have to r id  themselves o f 
leaders like  Reuther whose a l­
legiance to cap ita lism  is  n o t 
surpassed even by H enry  the 
Second.

.Since the cam paign started 
we’ve been so deluged w ith  good 
news fro m  the field, we can’t  

begin to pas« i t  a ll 
on to you in th is  
space. So those o f 
you who look fo r  
news o f you r own 
t o w n ’ s campaign, 
and don’t  find i t  —  
please be pa tien t 
and look fo r  it  
again in the weeks 
to come.

Cleveland, D e tro it 
and New Y o rk  are

ou t ahead so fa r, bu t a fte r  a ll 
th is  is on ly the beginn ing, and i t  
looks fro m  here as though they’ 
w i l l  get p le n ty  o f s t i f f  com peti­
tion .

Cleveland asks fo r  a second 
increase in th e ir  bundle order, and 
here are some excerpts fro m  th e ir 
m ost recent le tte rs , “ Sunday we 
had our f irs t  m ob iliza tion . We 
sold 25 M ilita n ts  and started some 
new routes. F ive  o ther papers 
w ill go to a union and 15 fo r  
news stands. . . S atu rday fo u r  of 
us went out. W e sold 11 papers 
and go t a s ix -m onth  sub, and the 
next day we sold 34 papers on a 
new route. . ..W e ’ve been g e ttin g  
a p re tty  w arm  reception. M ost 
o f the people w an t to know w hat 
we have to  say, and we’ve had 
ve ry  l i t t le  h o s t ility  o r red-baating. 
Some ask how we d iffe r  from  
the CP.”

George B re itm an w r i t e s .  
“ D e tro it is se ttin g  to w ork se ri­
ously to  extend the M il ita n t ’s 
c ircu la tion  in  th is  area by ge tting  
a substantia l num ber o f sub­
scrip tions fro m  auto w o rkers  and 
young people in terested in lea rn ­
ing  more about socialism . Tbe 
prospects look good. Enclosed are 
tbe re tu rns  fro m  our f irs t  d a y ’s

w ork  —  subs fro m  tw o auto 
w orkers .”

Johnny Tabor, the e ffic ien t 
M il ita n t  agent in New Y ork , who 
hands in a re p o rt every week, 
w rites , “ New Y o rk  started the 
campaign w ith  a bang. Ann Mann 
has tw o 1 year subs and one 
s ix-m onther. N ate from  B rook lyn  
sent in  tw o 1 year subs —  one 
a brand new one. He prom ises 
more and w i l l  produce them . 
John Tabor go t a one year sub. 
K ay  turned in a one year sub. 
Pete ju s t handed me tw o six  
m onth subs.”

Johnnie Adams, one o f the
most dogged M il ita n t  salesmen 
in  New Y o rk  C ity , reported th a t 
he sold the paper las t week on a 
stree t corner in Harlem . He says 
the headline, “ Southern S trikes 
Spearhead Defense o f Am erican 
Labor”  created a great deal o f 
in te rest, and when he made clear 
the M il ita n t ’s position on N egro 
and w h ite  s o lid a rity  he had no 
troub le  in se lling  10 copies.

W atch th is  column nex t week 
fo r  more news o f the M il ita n t  
Sub Campaign. And i f  you 
haven’t  sent in a re p o rt fro m  your 
own c ity , Do I t  Now!

Detroit1 Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

•
Governm ent by M in o r ity :  

How Dem ocratic Is  the U. S.? 
F rid a y , M ay 20, a t 8 P. M.

•
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F rida y , M ay 27, a t 8 P. M.
•

A t 3000 Grand R iver, Rm. 207
Donation 25c.

Free fo r  Unemployed
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Did Lenin Preach "Peaceful Coexistence” ?
By Daniel Roberts

Last January , on the occasion 
o f the ann iversary  o f Len in ’s 
death, the S ta lin is t “ theore tica l”  
magazine P o litica l A f fa ir s  de­
clared tha t the  great leader o f 
the Russian revo lu tion  had a l­
ways taugh t “ the po ss ib ility  o f 
peaceful coexistence.”  A ga in , on 
A p r i l 24, u t iliz in g  the ann iver­
sary o f Len in ’s b ir th , the W orker 
repeated th is  lie.

D id Lenin teach th a t “ peace­
fu l coexistence”  was the road 
to peace ?

The fac ts  prove ind ispu tab ly  
th a t Lenin was a life - lo n g  foe o f 
the  the o ry  o f class co llabora tion 
a t home or abroad. Lenin ta u g h t 
th a t the fundam enta l re a lity  o f 
our epoch was the class s trugg le  
between the w orkers and the 
cap ita lis ts ; he showed how th a t 
s trugg le  can end progressive ly  
on ly  in the v ic to ry  o f the w o rk ­
in g  class revo lu tion .

W hen the w orkers in  Russia 
took power in Novem ber 1917 
under the leadership o f Lenin 
and T ro ts k y ’s Bolshevik P a rty  
a ll the m a jo r ca p ita lis t powers 
in the w o rld  launched w ars  o f 
in te rven tion  w ith  the aim  o f 
c rush ing the young S ov ie t Re­
public. A f te r  the Red A rm y  
succeeded in bea ting  back the 
in te rven tion is ts  and the W h ite  
Guard counter revo lu tion  the 
cap ita lis ts  were forced to re ­
tre a t fro m  the pa th  o f open a t ­
tack.

“ O N E  OR T H E  O T H E R ”
In  Novem ber 1920, com m ent­

in g  on th is  new stage, Lenin 
said, “ We have now passed from  
the arena o f w a r to the arena 
o f peace, and we have not fo r ­
gotten tha t w ar w ill come again. 
As long as cap ita lism  and socia l­
ism rem ain side by side, we can­
not live  peacefu lly —  the one 
o r the o ther w ill be the v ic to r 
in the end.”

Does th is  sound like  Lenin 
jteugh t the S ta lin is t theory  o f 
(“ peaceful coexistence” ?

B u t perhaps th is  is an isolated 
quota tion? N o t in the least. 
Len in  repeated the  same idea 
over and over again fro m  the 
m om ent the Russian w orkers 
took power to the tim e o f his 
death in  1924. The same idea 
Was expounded in  every m a jo r 
reso lu tion  adopted by the Con­
gress o f the Com m unist P a rty  
o f the Soviet Un ion and the 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l w h ile  
Lenin was alive.

W e have on ly  to take the 
m ost recent exh ib it o f the S ta lin ­
is t fa ls ifie rs  themselves. I t  is 
an in te rv ie w  Len in  gave the 
H e a r s t  fo re ign  correspondent 
K a r l H . Von W iegand, which 
was f irs t  published in  the New 
Y o rk  Jou rna l, Peb. 21, 1920 and 
.now rep rin ted  by the A p r i l  24 
W orker. T h is  in te rv ie w  is sup­
posed to show Lenin as the au ­
th o r o f the po licy o f peaceful 
coexistence o f cap ita lism  and the

V. I.  L E N IN

Soviet U nion. A c tu a lly  i t  shows 
som eth ing qu ite  d iffe re n t.

Lenin and T ro ts k y ’s u n a lte r­
able opposition to the idea th a t 
the w o rk in g  class and the cap i­
ta lis t  class can live  in  endless 
peace, e ithe r w ith in  one coun try  
o r in te rn a tio n a lly , was no t based 
on a desire fo r  w a r on th e ir  
p a rt. On the con tra ry . The Rus­
sian revo lu tion  was born out o f 
the s trugg le  fo r  peace; Lenin 
and T ro tsky  a lways ta u g h t th a t 
one o f the cen tra l tasks o f the 
w orld  socia lis t revo lu tion  was 
the abo lition  o f the barbarism  
o f c a p ita lis t wars.

They showed how the class 
s trugg le  arose fro m  the exp lo i­
ta tio n  o f the w orkers  by the 
c a p ita lis ts —  and the w a r dan­
ger arose fro m  the pe rs is ten t a t ­
tem pts o f the c a p ita lis t nations

Our Readers Take the Floor
No More 
Sharecroppers
E d ito r:

I  have read artic les  in  the M i l i ­
ta n t in recent m onths re fe rr in g  
to Southern sharecroppers as a 
force in  fu tu re  class strugg les. 
F riends, who were born on cotton 
p lan ta tions, and some s t i l l  w o rk ­
in g  on them, have to ld me th a t 
there are no more sharecroppers 
in the South.

Cotton labor is on ly  needed fo r  
sho rt periods. In  .Arkansas, 
M ississipp i and Southeast M is­
souri the p lan te rs use w orkers 
from  the nearby towns and cities, 
sometimes hundreds o f in iles 
from  the fields they w o rk  on. 
A lso, some M exican labor is im ­
ported. Except fo r  the M exican 
w orkers, about whom I do not 
know, cotton w orkers in  the M id - 
South genera lly  are not m ig ra to ry  
workers.

They w ork on the p lan ta tions 
and then re tu rn  to the towns or 
c ities they live  in. Quite a few  
hands liv in g  in M emphis, Ten­
nessee, w o rk  in Arkansas. A  few  
leave St. Louis to chop cotton 
(cu t the weeds around cotton w ith  
a hoe) in  Southeast M issouri. 
More pick in  Southeast M issouri. 
Some pickers come down fro m  
Chicago to w o rk  in Southeast 
M issouri fields.

W orkers who live  in the 
sm allest towns near the p la n ta ­
tions usua lly  do no w o rk  except 
to chop cotton (about three weeks 
w o rk) and p ick cotton (about 
three m onths w o rk ). W orkers who 
live  in the la rg e r towns do house­
w ork, mow lawns, d rive  trucks, 
w ork  in  cotton compresses, shoe 
factories, etc.

Cotton w orkers do n o t go back 
to the fie ld when they have good 
jobs as the season comes around. 
The on ly  exception I know o f  to 
th is  is housemaids. In  M emphis, 
when cotton p ick ing  was a t  a ll 
good, m any m aids would leave 
the “ M issus”  to p ick cotton. 
Theiir wages have been extrem ely 
low  —  $15.00 and one meal a da.y 
is considered good fo r  a six-day 
week.

The “ be tte r classes”  in  the 
South are notorious fo r  not pay­
ing  wages they owe, and even 
th e ir  debts fo r  o ther services. 
When I  was a house to house 
salesman in Memphis, in  1939, I  
o ften m et maids who had no t been 
paid fo r  months. A w h ite  fr ie n d  
o f mine who owned his own busi­
ness to ld  me, in  1949, th a t he 
could not collect money owed him  
by leading po litic ians.

So, w h ile  the o rgan iza tion  o f 
some o f the in d u s tria l workers 
in the South has sure ly  bettered 
conditions fo r  houseworkei-s, I 
suppose maids s t ill have to pick 
cotton sometimes as a means o f 
pressure on th e ir  bosses to  ge t 
th e ir  pay and b e tte r trea tm en t.

In  Eastern A rkansas and 
M ississipp i there are some locals 
o f the N a tiona l A g r ic u ltu ra l 
W orkers  U n ion, w h ich were o r­
ganized when the N A  W U was the 
Southern Tenant Farm ers Union. 
A t  tha t tim e the w orkers were 
m ostly  sharecroppers and tenant 
fa rm ers. They s trugg led hero­
ica lly  to bu ild  a union, under 
semi-feudal conditions and aga inst 
p la n te r te rro rism  in the T h irtie s . 
The period o f the bu ild in g  o f then- 
union was the period o f the 
beg inn ing  o f the sw itchover from  
sharecropping and tenant fa rm ­
ing (the  tenan t fa rm e r owned 
some o f the equipm ent necessary 
fo r  fa rm in g )  to  day labor. The 
union began because p lanters 
were cheating  the w orkers out 
o f the money they should have 
tu ra l A d jus tm en t A dm in is tra tion , 
been g e ttin g  fro m  the A g r ie u l-

One o f the ways o f do ing th is  
was to change the status o f the 
w orkers fro m  sharecroppers to 
day laborers.

Cotton workers in  the M id - 
South are m ark in g  tim e. Con­
d itions w ill force them to fig h t 
back again, b u t under d iffe re n t 
conditions than when they were 
sharecroppers.

There are o ther groups th a t 
w o rk  on Southern fa rm s besides 
cotton w orkers. However, none 
o f them are sharecroppers. W ith in  
recent yeans owners o f sm all 
s traw b e rry  fa rm s, rice workers 
and sugar cane w orkers have 
strugg led and b u ilt  locals o f the 
N a tiona l A g r ic u ltu ra l W orkers 
LTnion in Southern Louisiana.

C. B.
St. Louis, Mo.

Southern Liberals "-"v
E d ito r:

I  would like  to take exception 
to a c u rre n t / o f tho ugh t which 
is exem plified in the A p r i l 4 
issue o f the M il ita n t  by the 
a rtic le  “ Southern L ibe ra ls  —  A  
D isappearing Species.”

I t  appears to me th a t John 
T haye r erroneously establishes 
his negative perspective fo r  
Southern L ibe ra lism  because he 
fa ils  to g ive due consideration to 
the evidence o f its  new inde­
pendent mass base, nam ely, the 
new clim ate o f opinion in the 
South. I  w i l l  no t speak o f the 
“ new N egro”  in  the South and 
N o rth  (who in c ide n ta lly  is the 
p r im a ry  reason fo r  the Supreme 
C ourt’s decision) bu t, o f  h is 
counterpart, the new Southern 
wh ite , who is in  p a r t both a cause 
and a response to the “ new 
Negro.”

U n fo rtu n a te ly , the M il ita n t  has 
no t always been on the watch fo r

sym ptom s o f th is  development, 
bu t the b r ie f h is to ry  o f the 
beginnings o f desegregation in  
Southern schools has already 
revealed numerous ind ica tions in 
th is  sing le  area, o f the g row ing  
friend liness tow ard  the Negroes 
on the p a r t o f the Southern 
public, and its  you th  in  p a r­
ticu la r. We m ust no t be m isled 
by the a ttitud e  o f the Bourbon 
po litic ian s  who now, less than 
ever before, represent ne ither 
black nor w h ite  in  the South.

T h is new s tra tum  o f the w h ite  
South (w h ich in c id e n ta lly - is  now 
revea ling  its  re lated new union 
m ilita n c y ) is, fo r  the f irs t  tim e 
in s ix ty  years, presen ting  a new 
propulsion to Southern libe ra lism , 
rac ia l and economic. v

Much like  the contem porary 
Negro s tru g g le  its e lf,  w hich, h is ­
to r ic a lly , is a  belated ■phase o f-the  
e a rlie r New Deal, in fused by the 
added im petus o f the w a r, so in 
the South o f today, in con trast 
w ith  the rest o f the U.S., a 
s im ila r  process is em erging, 
abetted by the South’s new 
economic g row th , and the rev iva l 
o f the N e gro ’s s trugg le  on his 
own beha lf. I t  is th is  profound 
new la ye r and ideology wh ich is 
fo rg in g  before us the  f ir s t  wave 
o f a new fo rw a rd  mass m otion.

T h is  new base fo r  genuine 
libe ra lism  is lik e ly , in  the im ­
mediate fu tu re , to strengthen the 
m iddle class libe ra ls  in the 
South, and even the oppo rtun is t 
phony-libera ls  ( th e ir  very  op­
portun ism  is a c lear m a n ife s ta ­
tion  o f the new s p ir it  which has 
been b u ild in g  up fo r  m ore than a 
decade), who now are so p ro m i­
nent, and w i l l  g row  even more 
so among the South’s representa­
tives in the U.S. .Senate.

D. M.
N . Y.

.. ."I Lied for the FBI”
(Continued fro m  page 1) 

w o rk ing  d ire c tly  fo r  the F B I to 
adm it h is reports  were false. 
B row n’s fab rica tio ns  never fea t 
tured in  tr ia ls  o r hearings. They 
were used fo r o ther insid ious 
purposes.

H is  reports  helped the F B I 
compile numerous dossiers ori 
ind iv idua ls , which were used to 
screen fa c to ry  and governm ent 
w orkers o f f  th e ir  jobs. The v ic ­
tim s are never g iven the  chance 
to con fro n t th e ir  accusers. They 
are s im p ly  to ld  the re  is “ deroga'* 
to ry  in fo rm a tio n ”  aga inst them 
and asked to  prove themselves 
innocent. The F B I c la im s th a t to 
reveal the name o f th e ir  stool- 
pigeons would destroy th e ir  use­
fulness and jeopardize the na­
t io n ’s “ secu rity .”

Th is in q u is itio na l procedure is 
c u rre n tly  be ing challenged in  the 
U.S. Supreme C ourt in  the 
Peters ease. P rofessor John P. 
Peters o f Y a le  was barred fo r  
three years fro m  Federal em­
ploym ent, because the L o y a lty  
Review Board claim ed th a t there 
was “ reasonable doubt”  o f his 
“ lo y a lty .”

Peters challenges h is  u n ju s t 
suspension on the  grounds th a t 
he was not pe rm itted  to  con­
fro n t his accuser and th a t th is  
denied h im  o f r ig h ts  under the 
F if th  and 14th Am endm ent to 
due process o f law .

The b iggest th re a t the  w itc h ­
hunt presents to  most in d iv id u ­
als is  th a t o f loss o f live lihood. 
B row n ’s adm ission th a t he tu rn ­
ed in  names o f people he never 
saw, proves th a t such v ic tim iz a ­
tion  is  p u re ly  -a rb itra ry .

O f course the  whole “ subver­
s ive”  l i s t ’ system is a g iga n tic  
fram e-up  to  s ta r t  w ith . B u t 
thousands o f ind iv idua ls  named 
by these stoolpigeons don’t  even 
have a connection w ith  o rgan iza­
tions lis ted as “ subversive”  by 
the U.S. A tto rn e y  General. They 
are v ic tim ized  s im p ly  because 
they appear on an in fo rm e r ’s 
padded repo rt.

M O RE T H E  B E T T E R
T his  practice o f in fo rm ers  

“ padd ing”  reports  is encouraged 
by  the F B I, as B row n ind ica ted 
in his testim ony. F o r the fu n c ­
tion  o f the F B I Secret P o litica l 
Police, as o f a ll the w itc h -h u n t­
in g  agencies, is  to fr ig h te n  and 
d rive  in to  silence the A m erican 
people as a whole. La rge  batches 
o f v ic tim s  are needed. Innocent 
bystanders am ong them  fa c il i­
tates the te rro r.

The w ord then spreads th a t 
even an accidental contact W ith 
a rb it ra r ily  b lack lis ted o rgan iza­
tions, any departure fro m  con­
fo rm ity ,  o r ju s t the bad luck o f 
be ing m entioned by a m alicious 
stoolpigeon, seeking to earn his 
F B I pay by in fo rm in g  on m ore 
and more people, can lead to  the 
loss o f a job.

Confessions such as B row n’s 
however, th row  the s p o tlig h t on 
the procedures o f the U.S. Ge­
stapo. They w ill serve to c ry s ta l­
lize  de te rm ina tion  among the 
Am erican people to pu t an end 
to the whole re vo ltin g  system 
o f s too lp igeoning, p e rju ry  and 
though t snooping th a t the F B I 
has tr ie d  to fo is t on the .United 
S tates as a w ay o f li fe .

to crush the f irs t  successful 
w orkers s ta te  in  h is to ry .

L E N IN  VS. S T A L IN IS M  
Thus Len in  always said thé 

Soviet Union wanted to live  in 
peace w ith  the w o rld  and estab­
lish trade re la tions w ith  Europe 
and A m erica . W here he d iffe red  
fundam en ta lly  fro m  the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucrats, as' dem onstrated 
in the in te rv ie w  w ith  Von W ie ­
gand, was in  tw o  cruc ia l po in ts : 
(1) He never spread the illu s ion  
th a t w o rld  cap ita lism  would pe r­
m it the Soviet U n ion to  live  in  
peace. (2 ) He never o ffe red to 
trade the re vo lu tio n a ry  strugg les 
o f the w o rk in g  class o f c a p ita l­
is t countries fo r  prom ises o f 
peace fro m  the c a p ita lis t powers.

Von W iegand sums up his in ­
te rv iew  w ith  Lenin as fo llow s : 
“ M r. Lenin makes the f la t  p re ­
d ic tion tha t the fu tu re  belongs 
to the Soviet system a ll over the. 
world, but denied tha t the Soviet 
governm ent in tends to  b r in g  th is  
about by force o f arm s.”  In  th is  
same sense Lenin to ld Von W ie­
gand, “ Le t the Am erican c a p ita l­
is ts leave us alone. We sha ll not 
touch them .”

D id Le n in ’s denial o f the im ­
p e ria lis t charge th a t the Soviet 
Un ion intended to  “ exp o rt”  the 
revo lu tion  by arm s mean th a t 
he  was p rom is ing  the  cap ita lis ts  
to use his in fluence to  persuade 
the w orkers o f the w orld  to  “ le t 
th e ir  cap ita lis ts  alone” ?

C A N ’T  S A V E  C A P IT A L IS M
Len in  to ld  Von W iegand: “ Once 

th is  enormous m a jo r ity  o f t o i l ­
ers ( in  ca p ita lis t coun tries) has 
understood th a t the Soviets g ive 
the whole power in to  th e ir  hands, 
re leasing them fro m  the yoke o f 
the land lords and cap ita lis ts  —  
how could one p reven t the v ic ­
to ry  o f the Soviet system a ll 
over the w o rld  ? I ,  fo r  one, do 
not know  any means to  prevent 
i t . ”

N o t being a S ta lin is t bureau­
cra t, Lenin wasn’t  in terested in 
searching fo r  such means. The 
Soviet Republic, as Len in  to ld  
Von W iegand, is n o t th rea ten ing  
the cap ita lis ts  w ith  armed a t­
tack. I t  is to  its  in te rests  to  
have peace. A t  the same tim e  
the Soviet G overnm ent openly 
to ld the t ru th  to the w o rk in g  
class o f the w o r ld : Y o u r cap i­
ta lis t  ru le rs  are p lann ing  to  a t-

tack us and the w ay to  prevent 
th is  is to take power in you r 
own hands.

The Soviet governm ent under 
Lenin and T ro ts k y  encouraged 
every development o f the inde­
pendent m ovem ent o f the w o rk ­
ing  class in te rn a tio n a lly . The 
C om m unist P a rty  o f the USSR 
played the lead ing ro le  in fou nd ­
ing' the T h ird  (C om m unis t) In ­
te rna tiona l —  a w o rld  po litica l 
o rgan iza tion  o f the socia lis t re v ­
o lu tion .

Len in  and T ro ts k y  and o ther 
prom inen t leaders o f the Soviet 
Union used th e ir  extensive 
knowledge and experience in  
revo lu tiona ry  s trugg les to  advise 
the younger C om m unist pa rties, 
help them  avoid in fa n tile  m is ­
takes and m a in ta in  a p rinc ip led  
M a rx is t line.

Today the S ta lin is ts  declare 
on every occasion th a t the U.S. 
cap ita lis ts , i f  on ly th e y  could 
see th e ir  own in te rests , would 
w ant to live  in  peace w ith  the 
Soviet Union. The on ly obstacle 
to such a rea liza tion  o f c a p ita l­
is t se lf in te rest, according to 
the S ta lin is ts , is a sm all clique 
o f w a r mongers.

Lenin ta u g h t d iffe re n tly . He 
showed the th re a t o f w a r stem ­
med fro m  the ve ry  character o f 
the c a p ita lis t class, and p a rtic u ­
la r ly  fro m  the im p e ria lis t stage 
o f cap ita lism . In  his in te rv ie w  
w ith  Von W iegand Len in  said: 
“ W hat are the obstacles to 
peace between Russia and A m e r­
ica, you ask? None on our p a rt; 
im peria lism  on the pa rt o f the 
A m erican as o f the o ther na­
tions ’ cap ita lis ts .”

Im pe ria lism  was the obstacle 
to w o rld  peace, then as now ! 
A nd Le n in ’s whole life  was dedi­
cated to o rgan iz ing  the in te r ­
na tiona l w o rk in g  class fo r  the 
s trugg le  to  ove rth row  im p e ria l­
ism  and achieve peace th rou gh  
socialism .

The S ta lin is ts  w ant to  a lte r 
these fac ts  about Len in ’s rea l 
a ttitu d e  towards “ peaceful co­
existence”  because they want to 
cover th e ir  po licy o f class be­
tra y a l w ith  Len in 's  a u th o rity . 
They also w ant to depict Lenin 
as some kind o f a Russian ve r­
sion o f W oodrow W ilson in o r­
der to appeal to the “ be tte r 
side”  o f the A m erican ca p ita l­
ists. They w ill not succeed in 
e ith e r o f these aims.

W o rid Even ts
U N O F F IC IA L  S T R IK E S  IN- 

E N G L A N D  have roused the con­
cern o f 'ind us tria lis ts  and union 
leaders, especially as many w o rk ­
ers seemed to  be “ open to  in ­
fluence”  toy “ ex trem is ts .”  Charles 
Connell, pres ident o f  the B r it is h  
E m ployers ’ Confederation, called 
fo r  a study o f the  s tr ik e  wave. 
Y o rksh ire  m iners and Mersey 
R ive r tugm en are c u rre n tly  m an­
n ing  the p icke t lines.

* * *
TW O  B A N K S  CLOSED T H E IR  

DOORS in B ra z il and a s tr ike  
wave has h it  the coun try . An 
estim ated 74,000 w o rke rs  have 
threatened w a lkou ts  in  the te le ­
phone, sh ipp ing  and m e ta llu rg ica l 
industries. W orkers  c a rry in g  com­
m uters between Rio de Janeiro 
and N ite ro i have also threatened 
a s tr ik e  because they haven’t  
been paid since m id -A p r il.  The 
transp o rta tio n  company cla im s i t  
lacks funds.

« *  *  *

C A T H O LIC S  IN  B O L IV IA  have 
compared the present reg im e o f 
P resident V ic to r  Paz Estenssoro 
to  the 1917 K erensky governm ent 
in Russia th a t fo llow ed the over­
th row  o f the Czar and fe ll before 
the Bolshevik revo lu tion . Edw ard 
A. M orrow , special correspondent 
o f the N ew  Y o rk  T im es, quotes 
the B o liv ian  C atholic weekly 
Presencia, -which recen tly  ran an 
ed ito ria l called the “ Communist 
P e ril.”  Presencia says th a t the 
Kerensky - type  reg im e is a 
“ bridge to Com m unism .”  •

I t  declares th a t  “ m any o f the 
men o f the greatest confidence 
and a b ili ty  in  S ta lin ism  and T ro t­
skyism  have enrolled themselves 
in the Government p a rty . They 
have placed themselves in key 
spots from  which they contro l the 
w orkers m ovem ent.”  M orrow , 
however, reports  th a t Estenssoro 
has “ ra re ly  made a m a jo r speech 
in w h ich  he has no t attacked 
B o liv ia ’s Com m unists. Hiis ex­
ample has been fo llow ed by Juan 
Leehin, fo rm e r M in is te r o f M ines, 
who now heads B o liv ia ’s W orkers  
Confederation.”

The Estenssoro reg im e does 
pa ra lle l K erensky ’s in a sense d i f ­
fe re n t than the Catholics cla im . 
They regard i t  as a p lo t  to  b r in g  
the “ C om m unis t revo lu tio n ”  to 
B o liv ia , ju s t as Kerensky was 
accused hy the Russian reaction ­
aries o f “ pav ing  the way fo r  
Len in .”

A c t u a l l y  Estenssoro, like  
Kerensky, was lifte d  to  power by 
the f irs t  stage o f the revo lu tion . 
A ga in  lik e  Kerensky, Estenssoro 
is t r y in g  to keep the revo lu tion  
w ith in  ca p ita lis t boundaries. He, 
like  Kerensky, is subservient to 
fo re ig n . cap ita lism , conducts a 
cam paign aga inst the “ Com ­
m un is t”  (B o lshev ik) menace, and 
opens the  door w ide to  the k ind 
o f coun te r-revo lu tion  Presencia is 
sum m oning. K erensky fa iled , no t 
because the Bolsheviks had “ in ­
filtra te d ”  his reg im e, b u t because 
the w o rkers  made a revo lu tion  
against cap ita lism  in Novem ber 
191'7 and p u t the Bolsheviks in 
power.
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Two Blows at the Witch Hunt
As a result of McCarthy’s censure last 

December, dictated by the shift in Wash­
ington’s foreign policy, the government’s 
red-baiting drive has lost some of its 
effectiveness.

Numerous capitalist spokesmen have 
come out against “ excesses” of the witch 
hunt — namely cases where the “ red” 
smear was used against one of their own 
number or where the victimizations were 
otherwise too brazen.

Taking advantage of these changes the 
outright opponents of the witch hunt have 
been able to effect two important breaches 
in the government’s red-hunt program.

(1) The informer system has been in­
creasingly discredited. Key informers, 
such as Harvey Matusow and David 
Brown, confessed that they lied for pay 
for the government and did so at govern­
ment instigation. Other informers, such as 
Paul Crouch and Manning Johnson, were 
proven to have committed perjury in 
Smith Act trials and "loyalty”  hearings.

Retrials for two Smith Act victims were 
ordered on the strength of Matusow’s 
recantation. Federal Judge Dimock declar­
ed that “all of Matusow’s testimony which 
attributed to the Communist Party or to 
any other defendants an intent that the 
government be overthrown by force and 
violence was false.”

(2) Use of the F ifth  Amendment by 
intended red-hunt victims subpoenaed be­
fore legislative “ investigating” commit­
tees and grand juries has won increasing 
support. A t the height of the McCarthy 
rampage all who invoked the protection 
of the F ifth  Amendment stood denounced 
as “ F ifth  Amendment Communists.”

In the last few months, however, even 
a former McCarthy ally, Harry P. Cain, 
member of the Subversive Activities Con­

trol Board, denounced the concept that 
those who used the F ifth  Amendment in 
refusing to testify were to be deemed 
“ subversive.”

The U.S. Court of Appeals in the Ullman 
case declared on April 4 that without the 
protection of the F ifth  Amendment any 
witch-hunt victim subpoenaed before 
grand ju ry  hearings stood in danger of 
“ a charge of perjury supported by the 
cath of a renegade or paid informer.”

Of course the two salients opened by 
civil liberties defenders have not destroyed 
the witch hunt.

Smith Act prosecutions continue; de­
portations, “ subversive”  listings, “ loyalty” 
screenings and the steady purge of radical 
workers from the factories continue.

We have repeatedly said that without 
the organized resistance of the labor move­
ment the witch hunt will remain fun­
damentally intact. The labor movement is 
in the most direct sense the real target of 
the witch hunt. All the more reprehensible 
is the conduct of the entire official leader­
ship in aiding and abetting the Big Busi­
ness organized thought-control drive.

Thus the real blows to the witch hunt 
will come when the rank-and-file unionists, 
taking the path of mass struggle against 
the boss economic and political anti-labor 
offensive, w ill brush aside the whole 
structure of the witch hunt along with its 
labor-official servitors.

This does not mean that the gains made 
by the civil liberties fighters in the last 
period are of no consequence. Quite the 
contrary. The work of preparation, the 
conscious struggle for every democratic 
right, and the figh t for the liberties of all 
victims of the witch hunt, lays the ground­
work for the successful consummation of 
the struggle once the main battalions of 
the working class move into action.

The Issue of German Unity
The capitalist press reports that when German people but over their heads to the 

West Germany became a “ sovereign inde- U.S. government. I t  was part of an offer
pendent state” on May 5, the German peo- ^or a wor'd balance of power deal to

, . preserve the status quo throughout the
pie were apathetic. There was no dancing wor]d guch a deal would be conc]uded at
in streets, no pealing of church bells,”  says the expense of the working class struggles
the May 8 N. Y. Times. ‘ ' for socialism everywhere. *

Indeed why should there be? The The Stalinist proposal for “ reunifying” 
treaties signed by the U.S., English and Germany would establish four-power
French governments don’t  have the ap- policing of the country. Germany would
proval of the majority of the German thus be “ neutralized” and kept disarmed,
people. The agreements entered into by But monopoly capitalism would be kept in
the Adenauer regime leave the country power.
divided, the German capitalists in control Clearly, the Stalinists are no more will- 
and West Germany, a member of the ing than the imperialist western govern-
NATO alliance, ready to rearm. This ments to allow the German people to
alliance is part of Wall Street’s aim to con- determine their own fate,
script Europe’s working people for even- They a]ready proved this to the h ilt in 
tual war against the Soviet bloc. June 1953, when they hurled Soviet troops

In Germany’s case, the army would be against two million East German workers
under command of ex-Nazi officers, the who had launched a heroic general strike
former tormentors of the German working against oppressive Stalinist rule. One of
people. What have the latter to be jubilant the main demands of the East German
about in such perspectives ? uprising was for a united workers’ Ger-

What the German working people many, free of foreign occupation troops
passionately want is elimination of the and without capitalists,
division of their country, unjustly decreed Thus, in both East and West Germany, 
by Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin at the demand for a reunited independent na-
Yalta. They want to reunite their forces tion is intimately tied with the class strug-
and achieve genuine independence includ- gle of the working people against capitalist
•ing the unhindered right to end capitalist exploitation in the West and oppressive
rule and establish a socialist state. bureaucratic rule in the East.

The Kremlin overlords who occupy The American working people should 
Eastern Germany against the will of that aid this struggle by demanding the im-
section of the German population, made a mediate and unconditional withdrawal of
proposal on May 10 for “ reuniting”  Ger- U.S. and all other foreign troops from Ger­
many. many. Let the German people work out

However, the offer was not made to the their own fate.

Seize the Jim-Crow Schools !
The U.S. Supreme Court is now deliberat- Locals of the CIO Packinghouse Workers 

ing on how to implement its historic deci- in Atlanta, Georgia, at the end of March, 
sion of May 17, 1954, which made un- So far we haven’t  heard too much corn- 
constitutional segregation in schools. There ment on this absolutely correct proposal,
is grave apprehension among the enemies Maybe everyone is waiting to see what
of Jim Crow that the high court will give the Supreme Court will do. Be that as it
ground to the determined campaign of the may, the proposal should be carefully con-
Southern racists to reduce the year-old sidered by every union body in the coun-
constitutional decision to a dead letter. try, as well as the National Association for

This apprehension was heightened by the Advancement of Colored People and 
the intervention of the government, other civil rights organizations,
through the Department of Justice, at the Let us remember that even i f  the 
April 11-14 hearings. The Department of Supreme Court decides to accept the
Justice urged the court to take a “ middle eminently reasonable demand of the
of the road” course on the crucial question NAACP that segregation be ended by
of time lim it. September of 1955, or at the latest by

Time lim it is of com-se the essence of September 1956, the figh t is by no means
the matter. The Southern racists would be ended.
perfectly happy to have the constitution The Southern racists will resort to every 
read that segregation was impermissible trick, legal and extra-legal, to halt any
as long as they were not required to live moves to end the reign of white supremacy
up to it at any definite time or in any upon which their whole open shop “ para-
definite place. dise” is based.

Meanwhile, a proposal comes from the The unions are familiar with the ques- 
labor movement in the South — the federal tion of federal seizure of property to
government should seize and run, on an “ protect the national interest.”  They saw
integrated basis, those schools in Southern this weapon used against the striking coal
states that refuse to end segregation. miners and the steelworkers. So no one can

This proposal was adopted by the Anti- argue that the federal government has no
Discrimination Conference of the Southern precedent for such a step.
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Desegregation Fight in L. A. Fire Dept.
In Los Angeles, the Negro community 

and a number of courageous white firemen 
are still fighting to desegregate the Fire 
Department. They are openly resisting 
Fire Chief John H. Alderson’s attempts to 
sabotage integration. Alderson is trying 
to “ prove” that integration will not work.

Last month Fireman Keith Kenworthy 
exposed Alderson’s moves ^gainst in­
tegration. Kenworthy made an entry in 
the official log of Engine Co. 46, charging 
that he and two other firemen were 
transferred to other stations because of 
“ our failure to comply with the policy of 
non-communication with the firemen from 
Engine Co. 14.”

Engine Co. 14 is one of two all-Negro 
fire stations in Los Angeles. Fire Chief 
Alderson was ordered to desegregate these 
stations after a protracted struggle last 
October. The Fire Chief then transferred 
James Chichester and Reynaldo Lopez 
from Engine Co. 14 to Engine Co. 46.

On April 16, after four days of ostracism 
and abuse from white firemen, Chichester 
was quickly transferred back to the Jim 
Crow station at his own request.

However, the California Eagle, local 
Negro weekly, reports that Lopez, on 
reporting to Engine Co. 46 a week later, 
was welcomed by at least three firemen 
who told him that they had no objection 
to his presence. By coincidence, three 
white firemen, one of them Kenworthy, 
then acting captain at Engine Co. 46, 
were immediately transferred to other sta­
tions.

It  was at this point that Kenworthy, in 
defiance of top brass, entered his damning 
statement in the company log.

He was hauled up on charges for “ falsi­
fying” company records and insulting a 
superior officer. Two weeks ago he was 
suspended for his stand in support of in­
tegration. I f  the charges are sustained, 
Kenworthy faces dismissal.

A t the firs t hearing on the “ falsifica­
tion” charge, Kenworthy told reporters 
that he had been asked to treat Lopez 
“ inhospitably.”  He refused to join the con­
spiracy and told Deputy Chief Rothermel 
and Assistant Chief Winkler that “ i f  the 
colored man was decent, I would treat him 
like any one else.”  The company captain 
than told Kenworthy that if  he didn’t 
“ come around to their way of thinking,” 

_ he “ would be off the job in three weeks.” 
Ken worthy also told reporters that 

when the acting battalion chief delivered 
the transfers he had intended to quit the 
Fire Department. “ I thought la te r'’ he 
said, “ that I was walking out on a good 
cause. I stayed and transferred.”

A fter his transfer to the new engine 
company, Kenworthy complained that the 
silent treatment which had been devised 
for integrated colored members of the Fire 
Department, was applied to him.

Two Negro firemen transferred earlier 
to Station 76 in Cold Water Canyon are 
reported to be well satisfied with their 
posts. The company is composed entirely 
of firemen who were transferred there by 
Alderson for opposing his Jim Crow 
policies.

Our Debt to Schiller
--------------------------- By Trent Hutter ------------------------------------

There is a Friedrich Schiller monument 
in New York, but many New Yorkers have 
never seen it. Nor do they know anything 
about the great German poet and writer 
who had a considerable influence on Amer­
ican thinkers of the 19th Century and was 
one of the most powerful playwrights in 
world literature, one of the outstanding 
revolutionary spirits of mankind.

He died 150 years ago, in May 1805, 
and this seems to be a good time to recall 
the significant contribution made by the 
brilliant, extremely kind-hearted man to 
the cause of the bourgeois revolution, 
which at the end of the 18th and the 
beginning of the 19th century destroyed 
feudalism and opened up a new road of 
human progress.

Revolt against feudal arrogance and 
social injustice, against outlived conven­
tions; affirmation of the individual’s 
rights, freedom of the spirit, freedom of 
religion, political freedom; rejection of 
tyranny in all its forms, of Catholic 
totalitarianism, of intolerance, of m ili­
tarism, oppression and overbearing na­
tionalism; — these themes constantly re­
cur in Schiller’s writings.

He favored national independence for 
every people; told his fellow-Germans that 
then-- glory was not represented by their 
princes but by their intellectuals and 
artists and that the medieval idea of a 
German-Roman Empire constituted by 
feudal principalities belonged to the past. 
Revolutionary France made him an honor­
ary citizen. This did not prevent him from 
denouncing terrorism and the execution of 
Louis the Sixteenth ; he hated cruelty a” ', 
as a bourgeois idealist, was rather a fra 1 
of mass action and “ disorder.” s

In his play “ William Tell” he admitted, 
however, that a nation suffering from 
oppression, tortured beyond the limits of

human patience, deeply hurt in its dignity,, 
has a sacred right not only to overthrow 
its tyrant, but even to assassinate him, if  
necessary.

No wonder that many German princes 
disliked this play and that it  was banned 
in Metternich’s absolutist Austria (1815- 
1848). William Tell and Schiller’s other 
plays were to be all the more popular with 
the German people, as ivere many of his 
poems.

Under the Hitler regime Schiller’s plays 
could not be entirely forbidden because of 
their popularity, but Goebbels saw to it 
that they were not played too frequently. 
Indeed he had good reasons to dread them: 
Each performance of the tragedy “ Don 
Carlos” with its passionate plea for intel­
lectual freedom, against thought control 
was acclaimed with enthusiastic applause. 
Seeing (and staging) “ Don Carlos” be­
came a subtle form of opposition to 
fascism.

Schiller has remained a “ modern” 
writer. He had a remarkable talent for 
understanding politics. His friend Goethe 
said Schiller would have been a capable 
statesman ( if the opportunity had offered 
itself). Moreover, Schiller, in a short story, 
showed how unfavorable social conditions 
may, under certain circumstances, turn 
an honest person into a criminal — or 
what is commonly called a criminal.

This insight into the effects of a social 
milieu on the individual, this modern out­
look on crime was practically new in the 
18th century and Schiller a genuine 
pioneer in this respect. As a creative 
genius and one of mankind’s intellectual 
pioneers Schiller certainly deserves thte 
respect and admiration of the revolu­
tionary movement of our time. And in a 
period of witch-hunting (and oppression 
in various countries) his message of free­
dom sounds very much alive.

Notes from the News
A ROBOT C H E M IS T  is one o f au tom ation ’s 

la test developments. I t  can make an instantaneous 
analysis o f the chemical com position o f certa in  
substance« and is now in  use by the Am erican 
Cyan ami id Co.

*  *  *

S O U TH E R N  F O R I) W O R KER S were the f irs t 
to vote ove rw he lm ing ly  fo r  a s tr ik e  to w in  con­
tra c t demands in the c u rre n t nego tia tions o f the 
U A W -C IO  w ith  F ord  and GM. L o u isv ille  Local 
8(52, representing  1,784 assembly p la n t workers, 
took th e ir  vote a few  days a f te r  the Ford and GM 
councils o f the union reported May 9 tha t the 
companies “ weren’ t  b a rga in ing ”  and requested 
the locals across the coun try  to take s tr ik e  votes.

*  *  $

T H E  CIO S T E E LW O R K E R S  w il l  open nego tia ­
tion  w ith  U.S. Steel Corp. on June 7 fo r  wage 
increases and o ther con tract demands. A  few  days 
la te r negotia tions w il l  s ta r t w ith  five o ther steel 
c o m p a n i e s :  Bethlehem, Republic, Jones & 
La ug h lin , In land  and Youngstown. I. W . Abel. 
S tee lw orkers’ secre ta ry-treasu rer, to ld  a d is tr ic t 
conference o f the un ion in  P ittsb u rg h , M ay 9: 
“ We are in  a good position. In d u s try  is p ro fitab le . 
In d u s try  opera tions are a t a good rate o f capacity. 
T h is  w i l l  make fo r  a suibtantia l wage increase 
again th is  year.”  l ie  to ld the delegates to “ s ta rt 
conditioning- the people fo r  the ba ttle  th a t m ay 
be in  the o ffin g .”

£  *

CIO E L E C T R IC A L  W O R KERS said they would 
s tr ik e  General E le c tr ic ’s p lan ts  on Sept. 1C unless 
a “ decent con trac t”  has been obtained by  Sept. 
15. The union is dem anding a guaranteed annual 
wage and substan tia l wage increases.

THI-: W A L L  S T R E E T  J O U R N A L  said in a 
May 11 ed ito ria l, “ F rom  a ll accounts labo r d is­
putes w i l l  be flo u r is h in g  th is  yea r; a survey by 
th is  newspaper suggests i t  w ill be the ‘ toughest’ 
ba rga in ing  year since W orld  W ar I I  ended. One 
o f the toughest —  the auto in d u s try  d ispute — 
is a lready hardening in to  a shape th a t threatens 
a m a jo r s tr ik e .”

* * * •
I H E  BIG G ET BIGG ER. F o r ty - fo u r  g ia n t com ­

panies made about one -th ird  o f a ll the p ro fits  
reported by U.S. corpora tions in 1954. The stock 
bi-okerage firm , W . E. H u tto n  &  Co,, lis ted 41 
companies th a t made more than $40 m illio n  a fte r  
taxes in 1954. The 44 p ro fit-g ia n ts  raked in a to ta l 
o f $5 1 /2  b illio n . Sam Dawson, A,P s ta f f  w r ite r , 
says, “ The g ian ts, by and la rge, had a m ore com­
fo rtab le  tim e  than  m any a sm a lle r company which 
found lasit year a t r y in g  period.”  He reports  th a t 
the “ 334,000 business casualties”  iVi 1954 “ empha­
size the trend in recent years toward bigness.”

* * *

T H E  N E T  IN C O M E  OF A T & T  la s t yea r was 
$549,931,223. A T & T  con tro ls  the Southern Bell 
Telephone Company th a t is cu rre n tly  t ry in g  to 
break the s tr ike  o f the CIO telephone w o rke rs ’ 
union'.

*  *  *

“ B IZ M A C ”  is the name o f a mam m oth electronic 
bra in  the a rm y is in s ta llin g  in its  D e tro it  Tank- 
A utom otive  center. I t  w i l l  replace 350 clerks now 
used to keep an in ven to ry  -of a ll replacem ent parts 
used by U.S. m il ita ry  vehicles. B izm ac costs So 
m illio n . Brig-. Gen. Paul M. Seleen estim ates it 
w i l l  pay f o r . i t s e l f  in  s ix  years. C lerks L ike  a 
m onth to do w h a t the m achine w i l l  do in m inutes, 
the General said.
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...UAW  Strike 
Vetes Slated

F a rm  In c o m e  D e c lin e

Cash receipts fo r  fa rm  crops increased in  on ly fo u r states 
( in  b lack) and decreased in  a ll the  rest in  1954, according to  
an A g r ic u ltu re  Dept, rep o rt. G reatest decrease was in  
M ississipp i, w ith  e igh t o ther states (shaded) hard h it .  Farm ers 
had $1,300,000,000 less income in 1954 than in  1953.

Unions Endorse 
Farmers’ Cause 
On Price Support

By Fred Hart
Eisenhower’s flexible farm-price support program 

received a set-back, May 5, when the House of Represen­
tatives, by the narrow margin of 206 to 201, voted for a 
re tu rn  to r ig id  supports  a t 90% ®
o f p a r ity . The maneuvers o f the 
ad m in is tra tion  to d ivide th ;  
fa rm  bloc by t ry in g  to tack on 
an amendment to  drop peanuts 
from  a ll price suppo rt fa iled .

M u ih  to the distress o f B ig  
Business, the labo r m ovem ent 
gave its ' support to  the fa rm  
bloc. T h is  acted as a pressure on 
urban congressmen who are de­
pendent on the union movem ent 
•for votes. The stand tglcen by 
the labor m ovem ent helped w ith  
the in it ia l v ic to ry . B u t the is ­
sue has yet to come before the 
Senate. The la tte r  is even less 
subject to popu lar pressure than 
the House.

E isenhower’s p r o g r a  m fo r  
" f le x ib le ”  supports is based on 
the hope th a t the fa rm e r can 
g ra d u a lly  be induced in to  accept­
in g  h is ru in  as the cris is  in  
c a p ita lis t a g ric u ltu re  grows.

Despite the fac t tha t opera ting  
costs rem ain near record h igh, 
average fa rm  prices have fa llen  
22% since Feb. 1951. N e t fa rm  
income in 1954 was 28% below 
1947, and 10% below 1953. Since 
Jan. 1952 the value o f fa rm  
assets has declined $10Vi b illio n .

To ca llous ly  ignore the  de­
mands o f the fa rm e rs  in  the 
lig h t  o f th is  g ro w in g  cris is , is  
to abandon the sm all fa rm e r to 
bankrup tcy  and pauperiza tion . 
And th a t is exac tly  w h a t the 
E isenhower ad m in is tra tio n  p ro ­
poses to do.

A D V IC E  TO F A R M E R
The A m e r i c a n  Assem bly, 

founded by E isenhower in 1950, 
when he was P resident o f C ol­
um bia U n iv e rs ity , studied the 
a g ric u ltu ra l cris is , and oh M ay 
8 s u b m i t t e d  th e ir  conclus­
ions and proposals. In  com plete 
agreem ent w ith  E isenhower’s 
f le x ib le  support p rogram  the 
Assem bly advised: “ Considerable 
am ounts o f wheat acreage should 
be p ro m p tly  re turned to grass 
in order to reduce wheat p ro ­
duction and serve the ends o f 
conservation.”  A nd  w ha t should 
the fa rm e r do fo r  a cash crop 
to meet h is  m ortgage paym ents?

More advice: “ O ur a g r ic u ltu r ­
al resources should . . .  be s h if t ­
ed tow ard the p ro tective  foods, 
such as meat, d a iry  and liv e ­
stock products, f ru its  and veg­
etables.”  Do these learned gen­
tlemen know how such a s h ift 

I is made under the cap ita lis t s.vs-

tem o f fa rm in g ?  By the ru in  o f 
the sm all fa rm e r, plowed under 
by the huge fa c to ry -fa rm  p ro ­
ducer who has the cap ita l to  
make such sh ifts .

E v id e n tly , the “ leaders”  who 
fo rm  the A m erican Assem bly 
know  th is  fo r  they conclude th e ir  
s tudy by proposing “ thd develop­
m ent o f more pos itive  public 
po lic ies directed tow ard  the spe­
c ia l problem s o f low-incom e ru ra l 
fa m ilie s .”  W ith  a hu m an ita ria n  
sigh in th e ir  breasts, the A m e r i­
can Assem bly suggests th a t the 
ad justm ent process “ should be 
fa c ilita te d  by expanded voca­
tion a l t ra in in g  fo r  no n -fa rm  oc­
cupations in ru ra l schools and 
by an expanded and im proved 
em p loym en t-in fo rm a tion  and jo b - 
placem ent service in  ru ra l 
areas.”

W hen un ion is ts  ask w h a t w i l l  
happen w ith  th e ir  jobs when 
au tom ation  moves in , o r when 
depression h its , they arc  also 
to ld  about “ t ra in in g ”  cchtera 
and “ job-p lacem ent”  services. 
A pp a re n tly , w h a t is  be ing p ro ­
posed is th a t ru ined fa rm ers  
jo in  the unem ployed w orkers  o f 
the  c ity  w h ile  c ity  w orkers 
scu rry  like  b ird-dogs fro m  fa rm  
to fa rm  in  search o f jobs.

“ TOO M U C H ”  FOOD
The ir ra t io n a lity  o f the cap­

i ta l is t  economy stands fo r th  in  
bold re lie f. The fa rm e rs  produce 
too much food and fib e r. The 
governm ent buys i t  and stores 
it .  (S torage costs to  the federa l 
governm ent w i l l  soon come to  
a m illio n  do lla rs a day.)

O nly the w o rk in g  class, w h ich  
has the w ill and the power to  
•combat B ig  Business, can cham­
pion the rea l in te rests o f the 
sm all fa rm e r. When the labo r 
movem ent frees its e lf  fro m  the 
embrace o f the le f t  a rm  o f B ig  
Business, the. Dem ocrats, i t  w i l l  
advance a p rogram  o f planned 
aid to the ha rd -w o rk in g  fa rm ers  
o f A m erica. There is no reason 
in th is  rich  coun try  w h y  the 
fa rm ers  can’ t  get a r ic h  and 
abundant supply o f the goods 
produced in  the c ities  in  re tu rn  
fo r  th e ir  p roduction o f our food.

W hen (he labor movement is 
prepared lo  f ig h t  fo r  the fa rm ­
ers as an independent force, 
abundance w il l  no longer be a 
source o f tragedy bu t w ill open 
the door fo r a r iche r life  fo r  
a ll who labor.

(Continued fro m  page 1)
about 8 cents per hour per 
w orker. F o r GM i t  would am ount 
to about $70,000,000 a year, or 
$350,000,000 fo r  five years. For 
Ford i t  would be about $26,000,- 
000 a year, o r $130,000,000 fo r  
five years.

But, the union adds, “ money 
paid in to  the fun d  is no t subject 
to federa l tax. I f  th is  m oney were 
p ro fits , the tax  would am ount to 
52%. There fore, the cost to the 
company o f m oney pa id in to  the 
reserve fund  is 48 cents on the 
do lla r.”  Thus the net cost to the 
corpora tions would be on ly  about 
4 cents per hour per w o rke r —- or 
$34,000,000 a year fo r  GM  and 
$12,000,000 a year fo r  Ford.

From  another angle i t  was 
estim ated by the union tha t the 
net cost o f accum ulating the five- 
year reserve fund ($170,000.000 
fo r  GM and S60,000,000 fo r  F o rd ) 
would be about w hat these 
corpora tions saved in  1954 
through e lim ina tion  o f the excess 
pro fits  tax .

In  add ition  to  the 4% o f base 
payro ll fo r  the reserve fun d , the 
union is asking the corpora tions 
to assume another 4% lia b i l i ty  to 
be used, i f  needed, fo r  paym ents 
to la id -o ff sen io rity  workers. 
Thus the m axim um  to ta l l ia b il ity  
o f the corpora tions would be 8% 
—  4% fo r  the reserve fun d  and 
.4% fo r  pay-as-you-go benefits to 
workers la id  o ff.

The press accounts were no t 
com plete ly c lear on th is  po in t, 
but appa ren tly  d u rin g  a year o f 
heavy unem ploym ent the corpora­
tions would w ith ho ld  paym ents to 
the reserve fun d  and use the 
whole 8% fo r  th a t year to pay 
la id -o ff w orkers.

A no the r newspaper re p o rt said, 
“ I f  the whole 8% was in s u f­
fic ien t to take care o f the pay­
ments to la id -o ff employees, the 
company would then bo rrow  from  
the t ru s t  fun d  to  make the pay­
ments.”  How ever’ i t  is no t certa in  
th a t such bo rrow ing  would be 
pe rm itted  before the en tire  fund 
am ounting  to 20% o f base pay­
ro ll had been accumulated.

A BIG Q U E S T IO N
Even i f  th is  report is accurate, 

it s t i l l  leaves unanswered the big 
question: W hat happens when the 
W H O LE  reserve fund is used up?

Accord ing to re liab le  sources 
inside the UAW ', John Bugas, 
Ford ’s ch ie f nego tia to r, asked 
Reuther tha t question d u rin g  the 
negotiations.

And Reuther rep lied th a t “ th e y ”  
wouldn’ t le t th a t (a la rg e -sca le  
depression) happen because i f  i t  
did, the p o lit ic a l upheaval in  th is  
country would m ake the New 
Deal p rog ram  look like  a con­
servative p la y th in g  by com­
parison.

In o ther words, Reuther’s fa ith  
in the a b ility  o f the cap ita lis ts  

vand th e ir  system to avoid a lly 
real depression is so great tha t

From Detroit

The big  com pla in t at the 
Dodge M ain  p lant o f C hrys ler 
Corp., ever since production of 
the 1955 model began, has been 
speedup. The m anagem ent is  
now increasing speedup, and 
pena liz ing w orkers who resist o r 
can’t keep up. Tw o women on 
(he n igh t s h ift  in  the t r im  de­
partm ent who couldn’ t  keep up 
w ith  the line  were given three- 
day d isc ip lina ry  layo ffs . A  num ­
ber o f men in  the departm ent 
walked o f f  the job in protest, 
and the company sent 3,000 
w orkers home.

The next day the company 
fired  fo u r  o f the men and there 
was another w a lkou t, and again 
3,000 were sent home. The lead­
ers o f U A W  Local 3 called the 
w a lkou ts “ unau thorized”  and to ld  
the w orkers to s tay on the job. 
But on the th ird  day w a lkou ts 
began on the day s h ift ,  the 
company halted the line, and 
7,500 w ent o r were sent out o f 
the p lan t. M any members o f the 
local, fed up w ith  both speedup 
and v ic tim iza tion s , w a n t th e ir  
leaders to do m ore than f i le  
rou tine grievances.

In  the m iddle o f the w alkouts 
C h rys le r reported tha t its  p ro f­
its  du ring  the firs t qu a rte r of 
1955 were the highest in  the 
co rpora tion ’s h is to ry  in  any f ir s t  
quarter.

*  *  *

F ou r hundred w h ite  rac is ts  
staged a J im  Crow  dem onstra­
tion  in f ro n t  o f a home a t 18199 
Riopelle, new ly  bought and oc­
cupied by Easby W ilson, h is  w ife  
and ch ild . T h e ir a im  was to 
scare the W ilsons, who are Ne­
gro, out o f th e ir  home. W ilson 
works a t the Dodge M ain p lan t.

Before the W ilsons thoved in , 
the rac is ts  splashed black and

he is basing his m uch-publicized 
solu tion to depressions on the 
premise tha t they won’t  occur in 
the f irs t  place. »

A lso undisclosed is the am ount 
o f money th a t la id -o ff w o rkers  
would receive. As was p rev iously  
reported, the plan calls fo r  g u a r­
anteed paym ents o f one week fo r  
every tw o weeks worked by 
sen io rity  employees, up to  a 
m axim um  o f 52 weeks (o r, i t  
should now be added, up to  the 
po in t where e ithe r the 8% yea rly  
m axim um  lia b i l i ty  is reached o r 
where th e  reserve fu n d  is com­
p le te ly  exhausted).

O r ig in a lly  the p lan was to 
demand guaranteed weekly pay­
ments ‘ ‘su ffic ie n t to m a in ta in  the 
w o rke r’s norm al liv in g  standard .”  
B u t now the ta lk  in the  press is 
centering around the  figu re  o f 
$60 a week —  $30 fro m  the 
corpora tion plus $30 fro m  unem ­
ploym ent compensation. T h is  is 
considerably below the $85 wage 
o f the auto w orker. Such a con­
cession by the union a t th is  stage 
o f the negotia tions would indeed 
be an ominous sign.

And th a t ’s the po in t w o rry in g  
m ilita n t U A W  members most o f 
a l l:  W hat concessions is the
Reuther leadership prepared to 
make on the un ion ’s other 
demands in re tu rn  fo r  ge ttin g  the 
corpora tions to accept “ some 
type”  o f G AW ?

A ccord ing to reports  fro m  Ford 
Local 600, Ford is dem anding a 
long lis t  o f con trac t changes th a t 
would reduce the un ion ’s m em ber­
ship and its  a b il i ty  to  settle 
grievances and pro tect the w o rk ­
ers aga ins t speedup. A lthough 
the GM negotia tions have re ­
ceived less pub lic ity , no doubt the 
same th in g  is go ing  on there. I t ’s 
no secret th a t the corpora tions 
w an t to destroy im p o rta n t sen­
io r ity  provisions, fu r th e r  narrow  
the r ig h t  to  s tr ik e , make the 
grievance procedure more cum ­
bersome, out down un ion rep re ­
sentation, etc.

Besides the G AW , the un ion ’s 
l is t  o f demands includes an in ­
crease in  the present 5-cent an­
nual im provem ent fa c to r, a 
“ catch-up”  ad justm ent o f 5 cents 
fo r  the cost o f liv in g , coonpany-

red p a in t over the fro n t,  smash­
ed the w indows, broke in  and 
turned on the w a te r faucets, 
flood ing  the bu ild in g  and nearly  
w reck ing  the furnace. Members 
o f the Cadillac Im provem en t A s ­
sociation, the li ly -w h ite  o u t f i t  
behind the hoodlums, o ffe red  to  
buy the house back fro m  M rs. 
W ilson.

Police ordered the r io te rs  o f f  
the law n and rep o rted ly  a rre s t­
ed tw o men fo r  c a rry in g  con­
cealed weapons, b u t d id  not 
break up the dem onstra tion . A l ­
though th e ir  phone num ber is 
known on ly to the telephone ser­
vice man and the police, the 
W ilsons ge t th rea ten ing  calls 
every n ig h t. The cops have been 
accused o f collusion w ith  the 
mob. W h a t else can be expected 
from  a c ity  a d m in is tra tio n  th a t 
is in  cou rt f ig h t in g  to  preserve 
segregation in  pub lic  housing 
pro jects?

Despite the th rea ts  and te r ro r ­
ism , the W ilsons are determ ined 
to s tick  i t  out. B u t they sure 
could use some organized de­
fense aid from  the labor and 
N egro  movements.

* * *

The M ich igan S tate Senate 
has passed a b il l to  preven t 
unions fro m  us ing th e ir  funds 
in support o f any p o lit ic a l p a rty  
o r candidate. The P A C  would 
s t i l l  be able to fun c tion , bu t 
on ly  w ith  funds spe c ifica lly  do­
nated to i t  b y ' in d iv idu a l m em ­
bers; i t  would be p roh ib ited  
from  g e ttin g  any money voted 
by the unions out o f th e ir  lo ­
cal treasuries. 19 Republicans 
voted fo r  the b ill,  10 Dem ocrats 
against. I t  now goes to  the 
House, also contro lled by the 
GOP.

paid health , hosp ita l and medical 
plans, and im proved pensions.

Is  Reuther go ing to trade these 
th ings aw ay fo r  a G AW  plan th a t 
is so modest, i f  not m eager? W ill 
he, in re tu rn  fo r  the “ p restige ”  
o f w in n in g  som eth ing called 
G AW , 'bargain away hard-won 
gains in w o rk in g  conditions? W ill 
he, despite the expressed wishes 
o f the m em bership ,go along 
w ith  another five-year con tract, 
which the corporations p la in ly  
w ant ?

Unless the corpora tions become 
too overbearing in th e ir  demands, 
i t  seems, in  view o f the rea l 
na ture o f R euther’s G A W , th a t 
a s tr ik e  may not take place. B u t 
at a cost the auto w orkers may 
not be w illin g  to pay.

Roberts Scores 
N. J. Inquisition

N E W A R K , M ay 11 —  Daniel 
Roberts, Socia list W orkers  P a rty  
candidate fo r N . J. S tate Senate 
from  Essex County, today v ig o r­
ously protested hearings o f the 
House U n-A m erican A c tiv it ie s  
Com m ittee scheduled fo r  N ew ark, 
M ay 16-19.

“ The aim  o f th is  com m ittee is 
to w itch -hu n t, and no th in g  else.”  
Roberts stated. “ I ts  ta rg e t is the 
labo r movement, N egro s trugg le  
organ izations and libe ra l g roups.”

" I t  is headed by Rep. W a lte r 
(D -P a .), co-a tithor o f the rac is t 
W a lte r - M cCarran Im m ig ra tio n  
A ct. T h is  man showed in his 
attacks on Republican Corsi th a t 
he is ready to  apply the red-sm ear 
on any opponent o f his reac­
tion a ry  brand o f p o lit ic s .”

Roberts urged th a t labor o rgan­
iza tions and prom inent libe ra ls  in 
N ew ark speak out against the in ­
vasion o f the w itch -hu n ting  body.

He also urged support fo r  the 
pro test m eeting scheduled fo r  
Wednesday n ig h t, M ay 18, a t the 
Essex House, sponsored by the 
N. J. associates o f the Em ergency 
C iv il L ibe rties  Com m ittee.

The Dodge Plant Speedup The Angry One
By George Flint of the job 1 wpuld make a m is- And it  was a g re a te r .surprise

One o f the places I  worked in  1* kc ,.and '«so con tro l o f a piece when he stayed th a t w ay fo r
o f tim be r. The others would three weeks, 

the saw m ill was on the green j un lp fo rw a rd  and help l i f t  the 
chain.”  The lum ber came down tim be r o f f  the ground. iBut no t O L A F ’S G O A L
to the yard  from  the m ill on a O la f. As a ru le  he w ou ld  w a it  B u t i t  was d u rin g  those three
chain. O ur job was to p u ll the u n til the bosf  had a chance to w «eks th ;*t  w *; f ° und ou)  tbe
. . see m y m istake and then g ru m - w hy s and where fores o f tho
lum ber o f f  the chain. I t  was ca - bled a ]ongi m ak in g  me look , as perm anent scowl on O la f’s face, 
ed the green chain because the ba(j as h e possib ly could. He had come to  tins  coun try  35
lum ber had not yet been put o ia f  was no d iffe i-en t w ith  the years aR° fro m  Sweden. He had 
th rough  a d ry  k iln . I t  was hcav- others. I asked the fe llow s w ha t bcen prom pted to come here be-
ie r to handle than lum ber which Rives w ith  h im  and they would cause o f an a rgum ent w ith  the

sav ..He is a t everv.  parents o f the g ir l he wanted to
had been processed. body.”  He d idn ’t  ta lk  to h a lf  o f m a rr-v- They had decided he

When I w ent to w o rk  on th is  the fe llow s he worked ,w ith . wasn’t good enough fo r  her. So,
green chain, 1 was determ ined Some l i t t le  grievance was enough be ca,nc *° Am erica, the “ land 
to prove the forem an w rong  in fo r  h im  to  sever re la tions  w ith  op p o rtu n ity  as he was to ld ,
his a tt itu d e  tow ard the Swedes. a fe llo w  w orker. A nd  once he n ° rde,‘ " ’ akc
T , . , ,, , . stopped ta lk in g  i t  took a he ll “ ° ,dd sct l’ ow "  n ,n R tb c> were.
The job on the green cha.n was o f "  M tQ gJ  h im  to  s ta r t  So he though t.
fo r  a man w ith  a s trong  back There was the tim e  he stop- Years came and w ent and 
and a weak m ind he used to pcd ta lk in g  to C arl. W hatever th rough  i t  a ll O la f tho ugh t o f 
say. Even when he was a man it was tha t caused it  he d idn ’ t F is t one th in g . He was go ing  
sho rt he refused fo r  a long tim e  ta lk  to him fo r three years. to , lla ke a stake and then the y  
to a llow  me to w ork  there. He One day a piece o f t im b e r fe l l  would see how w ro ng  the y  were, 
would say, ‘You can’t  get a long on O la f’s leg. C arl hopped across “ W ere you in  love w ith  he r so 
w ith  them  Swedes, George.”  . the chain and was the f i r s t  much th a t you were th a t  h u r t? ”  

When I s tarted  to w o rk  there there. Before the others could f  asked h im . “ I  tho ugh t I  was’ 
I  enjoyed w a tch ing  the  fo re - ge t the re  he had li f te d  the t im - R°ln R to die fo r  su re ," he an- 
maii get proved w rong . The Swedes her o f f  O la f’s leg. swered.
were k in d ly  guys, a l w a y s  O la f couldn’t  w o rk  fo r  three never enjoyed m y  life ,  he
quick to help and to show weeks. A ll d u rin g  his absence sa' d > “ and now I ’m go ing  to  
me how to do th in gs  on a job  we wondered: H ow  w ould  he b ln a  the candle a t bo th ends
tha t was u n fa m ilia r  to me. i  go t save face and s t i l l  ta lk  to  C a rl?  u n t il i t  goes out. Aou see th a t 
along w ith  a ll o f them and they We ju s t couldn’t  im ag ine h im  machine over the re  l i f t in g  up 
got. along w e ll w ith  me. Togeth- ta k in g  th a t special scowl o f f  his tbe hcav.v tim be rs?  Before the y  
er we worked to im prove condi- face whenever C arl was around. £ '°t tbat- I was the machine. F o r 
tions on the job  and whenever We go t our answer when O la f years I  was th a t machine. B y  
I was involved in a f ig h t  w ith  came back. He s t i l l  refused to eights the fo rm e r ow ner owes
the r ig h t  w in g  union o ffic ia ls  ta lk  to  C arl. me $20,000.”  W hen he saw the
they were w ith  me —  th a t is , I did w h a t the  others were f ml/ e on 111 y  face, he repeated
when they attended union meet- a fra id  to do. I  asked O la f, “ How  ind ignantly ,^  “ $20,000! A t  least
ir.gs. Yes! I go t a long w ith  a ll come?”  He a lm ost stopped ta lk -  O iat m uch.”
o f them  except fo r  one —  O laf. in g  to me. The others said he But it wasn’t  much to  sm ile

was ju s t  a n g ry  a t everybody. about. The man was b ro ug h t
I H E  A N G R Y  O N E  He never drank and sometimes here w ith  the lu re  o f an illus ion .

He was the m ost pow erfu l and boasted th a t he had q u it  d r in k - And once they had h im  here 
capable workm an on the  chain, in g  20 years ago and had h a rd ly  they squeezed him  d ry  o f his 
W h ile  a ll the others tr ie d  to  help touched a drop since. So i t  was labor power fo r  35 years. N ow  
me, he did the opposite. M ore qu ite  a surp rise  to  us when he h itte r  and d is illusioned he no 
than once before I  go t the hang came to  w o rk  d runk  one day. longer cared to  live.


