
May Day 1955- 
The Fight For 
"30-for-40”

An Editorial
May Day, the international workers’ holiday, origi­

nated in 1.886 in the struggle of the American working 
class for an eight-hour day. Let us remember that this 
struggle was led by radicals — socialists and anarchists — 
who saw the figh t for a shorter working day as part of 
the fight to end capitalism and bring a better society 
into being.

Let us also remember that the leaders of the eight- 
hour movement were murdered by the American capitalist 
class. On May 1, 1886, 80,000 workers demonstrated in 
Haymarket Square, Chicago, for the eight-hour day. A 
police provocation was used to end the demonstration in 
blood and as a pretext to frame-up and to hang the out­
standing leaders of the Chicago movement — Parsons, 
Spies, Engel and Fisher.

Today a new slogan is being raised for a shorter work 
week — thirty-hours work at forty-hours pay! Hundreds 
of thousands of workers are beginning to see 30-for-40 as 
the answer to their most pressing problems.

The productivity of the American working class has 
been shooting upward at a terrific rate because of 
mechanization, automation — and speed-up. The workers 
see no good reason why they should work themselves out 
of jobs. On the contrary they feel that i f  there is less 
work, because of increased productivity, then the workers 
should simply work less hours — without any decrease in 
their take-home pay. This idea is revolutionary.

Like all revolutionary ideas it  is very simple. How 
can there be any argument with the idea that workers and 
their families should not suffer a decline in their living 
standards as a result of an increase in their productive 
power? Nevertheless 30-for-40 will meet with the most 
ferocious resistance from the American capitalist ruling 
class who own the factories, mines, mills and railroads. 
The capitalists run the factories for their private profit, 
not for the good of society as a whole, and certainly not 
for the good of the working class.

The system of private profit production is dia­
metrically opposed to the idea of 30-for-40. Private profit 
production needs an army of unemployed and periodic 
economic depressions to wipe out weaker competitors. 
Capitalism without unemployment is like war without 
killing.

So two colossal forces are heading for a showdown 
struggle over this issue. The American working class will 
win in this struggle. And with its victory will come the 
end of the insane capitalist system with its wars and 
depressions.

But for this the American workers need a new leader­
ship. A leadership that knows the enemy to be capitalism 
and dedicated to the struggle for socialism.

Einstein’s Death Great 
Loss to All Mankind

On April 18 Albert Einstein, aged 76, one of the 
scientific titans of all times, and a stalwart enemy of the 
thought controllers, died in Princeton, N. J.

E ins te in ’s genius was reeog-$-------------------------------------------------------
nized when, a t the age o f 26, he 
published his “ Special Theory of 
R e la tiv ity .”  H igh  honors were 
heaped upon him  in his native 
Germ any.

Rut E inste in  was no t an ivo ry - 
tow e r scientist. As a pa c ifis t he 
opposed im p e ria lis t W o rld  W ar T 
and suffered un p o p u la rity  and 
ostracism .

In  1315 he produced .his “ Gen­
era l Theory o f R e la tiv ity ”  w ith  
the fam ous fo rm u la  E — m«! — 
the  key to the atom ic age.

E in s te in ’s genius lay in  the 
synthesiz ing q u a lity  o f his m ind.
He achieved a synthesis o f seem­
in g ly  separate and con trad ic to ry  
developments in scientific  kno w l­
edge in the fields o f physics, 
m athem atics, geom etry, dynamics, 
astronom y and electrom agnetism .
T h is  synthesis required new con­
cepts and fo rm ijla s  u n itin g  space, 
tim e, m atte r and energy. F rom  
E ins te in ’s w ork  man now has a 
trem endously greater com prehen­
sion o f the universe.

Accord ing to George B ernard 
Shaw, on ly e ig h t scientists in  a ll 
h is to ry  were in te llec tua l peers o f 
E inste in . A nd only two o f these 
—  Pythagoras and New ton —  did 
w h a t E inste in  did —  synthesize 
the sum to ta l o f scientific  kno w l­
edge o f th e ir  time.

E inste in , who was both a Social­
is t  and a Jew, made his home in 
the U.S. a fte r  fascism  trium phed 
in  Germ any. D u rin g  the second 
im p e ria lis t w ar, he communicated 
to  Roosevelt the fe a s ib ility  o f an 
atom  bomb because be feared 
H it le r ’s scientists would produce 
it,. He hoped U.S. possession o f the 
bomb would fo res ta ll its  use by 
Germ any. When i t  was 'wantonly 
used on the defenseless people of 
H irosh im a, a fte r  the defeat o f 
Germ any, he was filled  w ith  
ho rro r.

Since then E in s te in ’s public 
ac tiv itie s  fe ll in to  tw o catagories.
F ir i»t, he tr ied  to re s tra in  the 
U.S. m ilita r is ts , who w e r e  
th rea ten ing  W orld  W ar I I I ,  by 
w a rn ing  o f the danger o f destruc­
tion  o f life  on the glohc fro m  
rad ioactive poisoning o f the 
atmosphere. Second, he bo ld ly 
spoke out against the p o lit ic a l 
repressions and w itch  hu n t which 
are po isoning the atmosphere of 
th is  country.

On June 11, 1353, he defied a 
Senate In v e s tig a tin g  Com m ittee 
by p u b lic ly  w r i t in g  to  a sub- 
penaed schoolteacher: “ E very  in -
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te llectua l who is called before one 
of the com m ittees ought to refuse 
to te s tify , i.c. he m ust be pre­
pared fo r ja i l  and economic ru in , 
in  short, fo r the sacrifice o f his 
•personal w e lfa re  in  the in terest 
o f the c u ltu ra l w e lfa re  o f his 
coun try .”

E ins te in ’s in fluence undoubtedly 
lias had much to  do w ith  the 
courage displayed by U.S. scien­
tis ts  aga ins t the w itch  hunters 
and tilo-ught-conbro 11 ers.

Labor Rallies 
In South to 
Aid Strikers

A p r i l  19 —  The m ounting
anger o f the Southern w o rk ing  
class at e ffo r ts  to break the 
s tr ik e  o f 50.000 telephone w o rk ­
ers and 25,000 ra ilroa d  workers 
boiled over in a sym pathy w a lk ­
out o f 20,000 to 30,000 steel 
workers in  B irm ingham , A la ­
bama. For a day B irm ingham  —  
"P itts b u rg h  o f the South”  —  
was on the b r in k  o f a general 
s tr ike . I t  was prevented on ly by 
CIO  S tee lw orkers President Da­
vid J. McDonald, who ordered 
the men back in to  the m ills .

F o r th ree  weeks the tem per 
o f un ion is ts  in  the South has 
been r is in g  a t the arrogance o f 
the B e ll Telephone Co. and the 
Lo u isv ille  and N ashv ille  and 
o ther s truck ra ilroads. Southern 
w orkers recognize the im p o rt­
ance o f these s trikes  fo r  the 
fu tu re  o f un ionism  in the South.

Jus t p r io r  to the sym pathy 
w a lko u t o f the steel w orkers tw o 
incidents occurred. In  B irm in g ­
ham police b ru ta lly  clubbed away 
p icke t lines to b r in g  in scabs. 
In  M ontgom ery, A labam a, a 
“ special agen t”  o f the s tr ik e ­
bound W estern R a ilroad shot 
and k ille d  Samuel Jones, an 
e lde rly , re tire d  ra ilroa de r who 
had ju s t  w a lked aw ay fro m  the 
p icke t line. I t  is reported th a t 
the m urderer was im m edia te ly  
f lo w n  ou t o f the area.

S Y M P A T H Y  S T R IK E
On the evening o f A p r i l  14 

the steel w a lkou t began a t the 
g ia n t F a ir f ie ld  m ill (U .S. Steel.) 
N e x t day, according to the 
U n ited  Press, 30,000 steel' w o rk ­
ers were on a sym pathy s trike . 
A no the r 50,000 were expected to 
come out. Steel D is tr ic t  D irec ­
to r  R. E. F a r r  predicted th a t 
a ll operations w'ould be halted 
and th a t every business in  B irm ­
ingham , h ir in g  CIO  w orkers, 
would fee l the sym pathy s trike . 
A t  the same tim e  tw o opera ting  
R a ilroad Brotherhoods, which 
are no t on s tr ik e  b u t whose 
members have refused to cross 
the p icke t lines o f the non­
opera ting  unions, announced th a t 
they were jo in in g  the w a lkou t. 
Th is b rings the num ber o f ra i l 
s tr ik e rs  to about 30,000.

M cDonald has succeeded in 
fo rc in g  the members o f his 
union back to  w ork  in  th is  in ­
stance, bu t the conditions which 
excite the sym pathy o f a ll union 
men in the South haven’t  chang­
ed. Southern B ell is  f ly in g  in  
scabs from  as fa r  away as 
Cleveland, Ohio. A lm ost every 
n igh t there is violence in down­
tow n B irm ingham  as the steel- 
town cops smash in to  the picket 
lines w ith  a convoy o f scabs. 
S im ila r ly , the s truck  ra ilroads 
arc  try in g  to operate w ith  scabs 
and armed guards.

Scab incompetence has re s u lt­
ed in derailm ents, ru in in g  o f 
equipm ent and a fa ta l accident 
a t a grade crossing where a scab 
tra in  approached w ith o u t f la g ­
g in g  and a t an unsafe speed.

The F ig h t F o r Freedom  Begins a t Fl ortie

The pickets at Gate 7 of the Kohler plant a t Kohler, Wise., make their own use of the State 
Department propaganda device of “freedom balloons.” They have been on strike for one year and 
refuse to give up the fight for freedom against the open-shop “Baron” Kohler. The pickets are 
from left to right: Leroy Post, Chris Kunstman, John Greiner, Frank Bunzcl, Ted Jonasen and 
Bill Zimmer.

KOHLER STRIKERS SOLID AFTER ONE 
YEAR; W IN CITY ELECTION VICTORY

Bv James E. Boulton
S H E B O Y G A N , W ISC., A p r i l 

15 —  A  v ic to ry  o f m a jo r im ­
portance fo r  Am erican labor 
was scored by the 3,000 s t r ik ­
in g  K oh le r w orkers on the 
F i r s t  A nn ive rsa ry  o f th e ir  
m ag n ificen t ba ttle  aga inst la ­
bo r-ha ting  “ B a th tub  Baron,”  
H e rb e rt K oh le r o f Koh le r, W is ­
consin. On A p r i l  5, 1955, the 
Sheboygan County F a rm  and 
Labor P o litica l League -won an 
in s p ir in g  v ic to ry  a t the polls, 
e lecting a m ayor and a m a jo r ity  
o f the c ity  council.

A n  enthusiastic s ta tem ent o f 
the fu l l  executive board o f CIO  
declared: “ One year ago today 
the K oh le r s tr ike  began. F o r 365 
days th e  members o f Local 833 
have fo u g h t w ith  courage and 
de te rm ina tion  fo r  economic ju s ­
tice. F o r 8,760 consecutive hours 
the men and women who w o rk  
a t K o h le r Com pany have m an­
ned th e ir  posts on the p icke t 
lines. W e commend them  fo r  
th e ir  steadfastness.

“ D isc ip line  is good. M ora le  is 
h igh . The executive board o f 
Local 833 extends its  h ighest 
pra ise to  each and every mem ­
ber o f the  union, th e ir  w ives 
and fam ilies .

“ We extend ou r thanks to the 
m any union people th roughou t 
the coun try  —  A F L , C IO , and 
Independent —  who con tinuously 
support our s tr ik e  th rough  c lo th ­

ing drives, financial assistance 
and moral support.”

CAN’T  BREAK U N IO N  
Allan Graskamp, President of 

Local 833, returning from a 
thunderous ovation at the recent 
UAW  Convention, stated:

“This company cannot break 
our uniort, despite its tear gas 
and injunction policies. Tear gas 
and injunctions do not make 
bathtubs. Our ranks are as solid 
as the first day of the strike, 
and the support we have re­
ceived from all over the country 
has provided us with the margin 
for victory. Eventually Kohler 
Co. must, sit down and negoti­
ate. We. will stay on strike un­
til wc get a decent contract.” 

Graskamp and the executive 
board are conveying the feeling 
of determination of the Kohler 
workers, their families, and a 
greater part of the Sheboygan

Cable to Bandung
Puerto Rico’s Independence 

party cabled the Bandung 
Asia-Africa Conference declar­
ing that “Puerto Rico lives 
under a colonial rule imposed 
by the United States since 
1898.” Wall Street’s stooges 
at the Conference have been 
extolling the virtues of LLS. 
imperialism. (See articles on 
the Bandung Conference, pages 
three and four.)

County popu lation. N o th in g  so 
sha rp ly  m anifested th is  s p ir it  
as the decisive outcome o f the 
v igorous election cam paign dom­
inated by the  s trike .

E L E C T IO N  V IC T O R Y
S tr ik in g  w orkers were among 

the 12 o f 16 elected candidates 
o f the Farm  and Labor P o litica l 
League in the C ity  o f Sheboy­
gan and e igh t o f ten elected in 
the Town o f Sheboygan (the 
area outside the c ity  lim its .)  
C a p ita lis t newspapers noted the 
c lear-cu t tr iu m p h  o f a F L P L  
M ayor, Rudolph Ploetz.

The label —  “ Labor-endorsed 
candidate”  —  has los t much, o f 
its  m eaning th roughou t the 
coun try  as a  re su lt o f  the A F L  
and CIO leaders p inn ing  i t  on 
any Dem ocratic candidate, no 
m a tte r how luke-w arm  he is 
towards labor. B u t the F a rm er 
Labo r P o litica l League candi­
dates th a t were elected in  the 
Sheboygan cam paign are re a lly  
com m itted to  labor and the 
s tr ike  aga inst “ Baron”  Koh ler.

The c red it fo r  the  A p r i l 5 
v ic to ry  belongs to the K oh le r 
w orkers whose in te rven tion  in 
the p o lit ic a l li fe  o f the com m un­
i t y  began s h o rtly  a f te r  the 
s tr ik e  started . The new ly-e lec­
ted a d m in is tra tion  and council 
m a jo r ity  come in to  o ffice  under 
the s tr ik e  banner and bound 
by the un ion ’s objectives —  F o r 
V ic to ry  in the S tr ik e ! Down 
w ith  the B aron!

(Continued on page 2)

and the D is tr ic t  o f Colum bia, 
where some desegregation has a l­
ready taken place. When the  
w e ig h t o f the federa l governm ent 
was th row n  behind the a rgum ent 
by  U.S. S o lic ito r General Sianon 
R. Sobeloff i t  became apparent 
th a t a ll the representatives o f 
governm ent in the cou rtroom  
were in  a un ited f ro n t  aga inst 
the Negro people.

M oreover, m ost o f the argu-. 
ments urged th a t the Supreme 
C o u rt leave the de ta ils  o f 
desegregation to federa l d is tr ic t  
courts. They should determ ine, i t  
was cla im ed, w hether the local 
school boards were approaching 
the. “ p rob lem ”  in good fa ith .  
These d is tr ic t  courts  are o f 
course, in the J im  Crow areas 
and sub ject to pressure o f those 
areas.

A lso , most o f the judges o f 
these, courts share the pre judices 
o f the Southern m aster race. They 
could ve ry  “ honestly”  render an 
op in ion th a t  a plan fo r  desegrega­
tion in  50 to 100 years, subm itted 
by a local school board, was in  
“ good fa ith ”  on the grounds th a t 
th is  was soonest th a t desegrega­
tion  was feasib le in  th a t  area.

M A Y B E  BY 2015
A tto rn e y  S. E. Rogers, rep re ­

senting1 the Clarendon, South 
Carolina , school board, to ld  the 
Justices: “ B u t we do w ish  to 
w o rk  w ith in  the fram ew ork  o f 
th a t [M a y  17, 19541 decision. T h is  
involves a change o f a ttitud es  
and those a ttitu d e s  w ill have to 
be changed s lo w ly .”

He then said tha t perhaps by 
the year 2015 the change m ig h t 
have come about. Undoubtedly 
there are some U.S. d is tr ic t  judges 
in the South who would agree 
w ith  A tto rn e y  Rogers and would 

(Continued on page 2)

TEXTILE WALKOUT HITS 
AT WAGE CUTTING PLAN

APRIL 19 — Twenty-five thousand striking CIO 
Textile workers shut down 23 mills in New England on 
April 16 rather than accept a 10^ an hour cut in wages 
and o r fr in g e  benefits. •5>------------------------------------------------------- -

The s tr ik e  has been loom ing fo r  
some tim e  as the  te x tile  com­
panies displayed a “ ge t - tough ”  
a tt itu d e . In  1951 they had succeed­
ed in g e ttin g  the union to  accept 
wage cuts ave rag ing  6 1 /2 % . CIO  
T e x tile  leaders prepared fo r  the 
•contract e xp ira tion  th is  yea r by 
ca llin g  a conference which decided 
to ask fo r  no wage increases b u t 
m ere ly  renewal o f the ex is ting  
contracts.

“ In  our op in ion, the action of 
our conference was labo r states-

Ten-Cent "Friends of Labor" in Washington
By George Lavan

As Senate hearings on m in i­
mum wage laws opened, lib ­
era l Democrats, elected w ith  the 
aid o f union funds and campaign 
workers, showed g rea t readiness 
!o tr im  down the A F L  and CIO 
demand fo r  a $1.25 an hour m in ­
imum.

The present scandalously low 
m in im um  wage o f 75 cents an 
hour is due to be increased by 
th is  Congress. The v ita l question 
is bow much. In his message to 
Congress on its  opening day, 
E isenhower called fo r  a 90 cent 
m in im um . The labo r movement 
had unanim ously been a g ita tin g  
fo r  $1.25. B efore election lib e ra l 
N o rthe rn  Dem ocrats appeared 
qu ite  fr ie n d ly  to the $1.25 p ro­
posal. A f te r  election th e ir  fe r ­
vor cooled considerably and now 
on ly lip  service is given to the 
$1.25 demand.

True, a b ill fo r  $1.25 was in ­
troduced by Senator Lehman 
(D -N .Y .) when Congress opened. 
B ut l i t t le  has been heard about 
i t  since. M ost ta lk  fro m  N o rth ­
ern Dem ocrats is about how 
much th a t demand should be 
w h ittle d  down. I t  appears tha t 
the “ frie n d s  o f la b o r”  in Con­
gress have decided to go E isen­
hower’s 90 cents, ten cents be t­
te r and w il l  vo te  fo r  a b i l l  fo r  
a $1.00 m in im um .

Thus Senator Paul H . Douglas 
(0-111.), one o f labo r’s tcn-cen t 
“ friends ,”  who is chairm an of 
flic  Senate Labo r subcommittee 
conducting the hearings, made i t  
c lear th a t $1.25 is 25 cents more 
than he w i l l  recommend, be­
cause i t  would be “ qu ite  a shock 
to in d u s try .”

A F L  President. George Mean? 
appeared before the com m ittee 
and urged a $1.25 m in im um ,

b rin g in g  m illions  o f more w o rk ­
ers under the law  (on ly  about 
one-half o f U.S. wage-earners 
are covered by the law ) and a 
35-hour w ork week. A s  the New 
Y ork  Tim es rep o rte r put i t :  
“ There was no specific  in terest 
shown in the A F L  president’s 
proposal o f a 35-hour week.”

The a d m in is tra tion  b ill fo r  a 
90 cent m in im um  also includes 
provis ions fo r  ex tend ing m in i­
mum wage coverage to 2,200,000 
re ta il and service w orkers. Th is 
seeming extension o f the law , 
however, is a phoney. The m in i­
mum wage law  is also a  m a x i­
mum hour law . A t  present w o rk ­
ers covered ge t a m in im um  o f 
75 cents p lus tim e-and -a-ha lf 
overtim e a fte r  40 hours. The 
Eisenhower “ extension”  to re ta il 
and service w orkers, whose hours 
tra d it io n a lly  run  44, 48 and 54 
hours a week, would exempt

th e ir  em ployers fro m  the tim e  
and a h a lf fo r  overtim e p ro v is ­
ion. T h a t is i t  would except 
2,100,000 o f the 2,200,000 to 
whom  the scanty p ro tection  of 
the m in im um  wage law  is to be 
“ extended.”

When the present 75 cent m in ­
im um  was set in 1949, the House 
Labor Com m ittee called i t  in ­
adequate. Since 1949 the cost o f 
liv in g , especially fo r  w orkers 
liv in g  on low  standards, has 
c re a tly  increased as have social 
secu rity  deductions and state 
and local taxes. M oreover, m an­
hour p ro d u c tiv ity  has risen sub­
s ta n tia lly . The cum ula tive  e ffec t 
o f these rises in l iv in g  costs and 
p ro d u c tiv ity  would necessitate a 
rise in the m in im um  wage to 
$1.00 ju s t  to m a in ta in  the p ro ­
portions o f the 75 cents set in 
1949 (w h ich  the House Labor 
Com m ittee said was inadequate).

Senator Douglas’ argum ent 
th a t a $1.25 m in im um  would be 
too g re a t a shock to in d u s try  is 
disproven by the fac ts . In  1949 
the m in im um  was ra ised fro m  
40 cents to the present 75 cents 
— a to ta l o f 35 cents. The a n ­
nual re p o rt o f the Secretary o f 
Labor a t the end o f 1950 stated 
th a t prices in  the indus tries  a f ­
fected had not risen as a resu lt 
and th a t “ dislocations in indus­
t r y  . . . proved ve ry  tem po ra ry  
in na tu re .”

U.S. Bureau o f Labor s ta tis ­
tics show tha t in New Orleans, 
the cheapest c ity  to live  in  cov­
ered by the governm ent cost-of- 
liv in g  survey, the breadw inner 
fo r  a fa m ily  o f fo u r must each 
year earn a “ necessary m in i­
m um ”  o f S1.95 an hour fo r  50 
fu ll weeks o f 40 hours to m ain­
ta in  his fa m ily  in “ hea lth ”  and 
“ se lf-respect.”  Yet “ fr ie n d  o f

labo r”  Douglas w ill on ly recom­
mend one-half tha t.

A nd a ll the other libe ra l 
Dem ocrats have given the nod 
to the $1.00 recom m endation. 
T h is  includes Sen. Lehm an and 
those who w ent th rough  the un- 
enthusiiastic m otion o f toss ing a 
$1.25 b ill in  the leg is la tive  hopper.

This doesn’t  moan th a t a $1.00 
m in im um  w ill be passed. The 
Southern w in g  o f the Dem ocrat 
P a rty  w ill have the f in a l say 
on th is  po in t. The South is the 
section o f the coun try  whore the 
s k in f l in t  bosses would be m ost 
a ffected. A fixed f ig h t  m ay be 
in the o ff in g  in Congress. T h is  
would a llow  the N o rthe rn  Demo­
crats to  go before the voters in 
1956 as “ ga llan t but defeated”  
f ig h te rs  fo r  labor. A t  the same 
tim e (he Southern Democrats 
would keep th e ir  s ta rva tio n  m in ­
im um -wage level.

m anship o f the h ighest o rd e r; 
indeed i t  was so heralded in  the 
pub lic  press,”  T W U A -C IO  Presi­
dent E m il R icve has since com­
plained.

In any event, the p a tte rn ­
se ttin g  companies in N ew  E n g ­
land refused to renew the e x is t­
in g  contracts. They demanded an ­
o ther cu t o f ten  cents an ho u r 
one w ay o r another. T h e ir f in a l 
proposals included reducing pa id 
holidays from  six to one, ab o lition  
o f prem ium  pay fo r  ho lidays, 
d ras tic  reduction o f vacations, 
d ra s tic  reductions in an a lready 
meager w e lfa re  plan, s c u ttlin g  o f 
re tire m en t severance pay, c r ip ­
p ling  o f se n io rity  and em asculat­
ing  o f a ll pro tection  aga inst ex­
cessive work-loads.

As the  m id n ig h t A p r i l 15 dead­
line approached the un ited f r o n t  
o f th e  em ployers was broken by 
37 m ills  renew ing the  old con­
tra c t. These, however, em ploy 
on ly  about one-th ird  o f the 40,000 
cotton - rayon w orkers  involved. 
S ix companies, ow ning 23 m ills  
and em ploying 25,000, stood 
tough.

Two days a fte r  the w a lkou t the 
union drew up a set o f demands 
in c lud in g  res to ra tion  o f the 
6 1/2%  wage cut o f 1952. T e x ­
t i le  wages in New E ng land ave r­
age $1.30 an hour, 14 to  55 cents 
an ho u r less than average wages 
in o ther local industries. A survey 
o f 16 New England te x tile  m ills  
shows a wage range o f $1.25 to 
$1.37 an hour. A survey o f 16 
Southern m ills  shows a range o f 
$1.29 to $1.34, w ith  the average 
also a t $1.30.

Danger Seen that High 
Court W ill Deliver 
A Toothless Decision

By John Thayer
Argument before the U.S. Supreme Court April 11-14 

was supposed to have been on the best and quickest ways 
and means of putting into effect the court’s decision of
May 17, 1954 that school segrega­
tion of Negro children was a 
violation of the constitution.

The lega l representatives o f the 
Southern states, the border states 
and the federal governm ent, how­
ever, seemed to be a rg u ing  how 
not to p u t the o r ig in a l decision 
in to  e ffec t and w h y  no date fo r  
its  enforcem ent be set. O nly the 
lawyers o f the N a tion a l Asso­
c ia tion  fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Colored People advocated a c tu a lly  
en fo rc ing  the decision and the 
se tting  o f a date, a f te r  w h ich  
segregation o f N egro school c h il­
dren would he a v io la tio n  o f the 
law . The date suggested by the 
N A A C P  a tto rneys was Septem ber 
1955 or, a t the la test, September 
1956.

T h is  would n o t mean that 
school segregation would end by 
those dates, b u t s im p ly  th a t a fte r  
those dates J im  C row  schools 
would he in c lear v io la tio n  o f the 
Supreme C ourt decision and N e­
gro  parents and school ch ildren 
could take cou rt action on th a t 
basis.

T IM E  L IM IT  CRUCIAL
Thurgood M arsha ll, d ire c to r o f 

the N A A C P 's  lega l s ta f f  po in ted 
ou t th a t se ttin g  a tim e  l im it  was 
the he a rt o f the question o f en­
forcem ent o f the o r ig in a l decision. 
He rem inded the cou rt th a t 
th roughou t the  South opponents 
o f desegregation had been te llin g  
the people th a t the M ay 17, 1954 
decision was meaningless unless 
a tim e  l im it  was set.

Every one of the dozens of 
lawyers representing Southern 
states, border states, the District 
of Columbia and the Eisenhower 
administration pleaded with the 
justices not to set. a definite date.

This was expected fro m  the 
Deep South states. I t  was a b it  
s u rp ris in g  from  the border states
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Dr. Jonas E. Salk is the country’s new hero — and a 
fitting' one. Millions of parents are grateful to the scientist 
for developing a vaccine that w ill eliminate infantile 
paralysis to the extent of 80 to 90%.

This means a big load of fear removed from parents 
during the summer months, when polio, the killer and 
maimer of children, strikes with no previous warning.

What kind of a man is Dr. Salk? Newspapermen have 
devoted many pages to his portrayal. They write of him 
with a certain wonderment. They cant quite f i t  him in the 
usual pattern of a success story. For Salk is no glory 
seeker. Like all genuine men of science he lives for his 
work.

The N. Y. Times says of Dr. Salk, “ In the development 
of his vaccine he frequently worked eighteen hours a day, 
sometimes twenty-four. But although he pressed the 
development, he refused, as a scientist, to sacrifice 
thoroughness for speed.”

“ I f  Dr. Salk had had his way, no word of discovery 
would have been published until the vaccine had been 
tested thoroughly'. When the news came out in the spring 
of 1953, he rushed to New York to see that the press did 
not overstate the matter.”

Perhaps the clue to his personality is that he is a 
cold, unfeeling, dehumanized man? This is the prejudiced 
view of scientists.

No. A psychiatrist friend does describe him as “ one 
of the clearest most deliberate thinkers I ’ve ever known. 
He has great emotional stability.”  But he is not unfeeling.

Telling of his first-test inoculations including those 
of his three children, Dr. Salk said, “ When you inoculate 
children with a polio vaccine, you don’t sleep well for two 
or three months.”

Now that his vaccine has proved a success, offers of 
wealth have showered on him. According to the Apr. 15 
N. Y. Post, three major film  studios want to film  his life. 
Use of his name for all kinds of products have been 
proposed to Salk. But the young scientist wants no part 
of these offers.

He wants to get back to work to make the vaccine 
100% successful. A fte r that there are other diseases to 
conquer. He looks upon his moment of fame as an in­
terruption. “ I have no intention whatsoever of changing 
myr way of life,”  he says. “ When the storm passes over, 
the sun will shine again.”

“ How,”  he added, “ can I  possibly get back to continue 
a job that needs to be done in this or any other area by 
suddenly changing and becoming the person I never set 
out to be?”

And this personal attitude of service to the com­
munity is also expressed in his social views. “ Who owns 
the patent to the polio vaccine?” asked Edward R. Murrow 
of Salk in a TV interview. “ Why no one,”  said Salk in 
surprise, “ except perhaps the people. Would you try  to 
patent the sun?”

Carl Goodman

. . .  Kohler Strike Solid
(Continued fro m  page 1)

A new p a tte rn  o f development 
fo r  la bo r po litica l action com­
m ittees has unfolded in  the c ru ­
cia l K oh le r contest w h ich shows 
the power po ten tia l o f  an inde­
pendent Labor P a rty  in  A m e ri­
ca; The “ un ique”  q u a lity  o f the 
Sheboygan election is re lu c ta n t­
ly  adm itted by the labo r o f f i ­
cialdom .

On the F irs t  A nn ive rsa ry , 
K oh le r w orkers  have dem onstra­
t iv e ly  recorded th e ir  s tay ing  
power and f ig h t in g  tenac ity , 
th e ir  a b ility  to  sustain sp irited  
p icke tin g  in  fu l l  force a t a ll 
gates, and in the streets i f  nec­
essary. Th is has been done in  
the face o f a rrests, wholesale 
discharges, il le g a l f i r in g  o f 
n in e ty  s trike-leaders, armed com­
pany thugs, and the s in is te r 
th rea ts  o f a blood-stained m an­
agement.

Thousands o f union m ilita n ts  
fro m  every in d u s tr ia l commun­
ity  in  W isconsin dem onstrated 
th e ir  readiness to  act on A p r i l  
25, 1954, when a caravan o f 700 
cars, fo u r and one-ha lf m iles 
long, surrounded the p lan t and 
jam m ed the County.

The K oh le r m anagement, which 
k ille d  and in ju re d  scores o f 
w o rkers  and evicted hundreds 
fro m  th e ir  homes in  the 1934 
s tr ike , s t i l l  shows on ly  contem pt 
fo r  any fo rm u la  offe red fo r  co l­
lective ba rga in ing .

K O H L E R ’S A L L IE S
The E isenhower ad m in is tra ­

tion , ig n o rin g  the pleas o f the 
s tr ik e rs  and the f in d in g s  o f un ­
fa i r  labo r practices on the  p a rt 
o f the K o h le r Co. by the  ad­
m in is tra t io n ’s own N a tiona l L a ­
bo r R e lations Hoard, has g iven 
K oh le r a $2,000,000 contract.

Detroit1 Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

•
M ay Day Celebration

Sat., A p r i l 30, a t 8:30 P. M.
•

R e lig ion : I ts  O rig ins , 
Social Function and F u tu re  
F rida y , M ay G, at 8 P. M.

•
The A m erican Labor Leaders

F rida y , M ay 13, a t 8 P. M.
•

A t 3000 Grand R iver, Rm. 207
Donation 25c.

Free fo r  Unemployed

A  representative o f the ba th ­
tub dynasty, W a lte r J. Koh ler, 
f i t t in g ly  enough o f M icCarthyite 
v in tage , s its  in  the  G overnor’s 
cha ir in  Madison. A  state “ l i t t le  
T a ft-H a rt le y  la w ”  aids the com­
pany in  its  ru ra l re c ru itm e n t o f 
scabs and a S tate Labo r Board 
in ju n c tio n  o f M ay 21, 1954, re ­
s tr ic ts  the num ber o f p ickets at 
each o f the p la n t’s e igh t gates.

B it te r  and e ffe c tive  f ig h t in g  
had preceded th is  in jun c tion . The 
scab-herding th a t fo llow ed did 
not ga in ' deserters from  the 
union ranks. In  a secret ba llo t 
on Novem ber 17, 1954, Local 
833 members voted 98.5% in  
fa v o r o f con tinu ing  the s tr ik e ; 
and th is  vote, a fte r  8 months 
o f s tr ike , embraced m ore mem ­
bers than the  o r ig in a l M arch 14 
m eeting which voted 88.1% fo r  
s trike .

N a tiona l CIO  leadership is 
aware o f the seriousness o f the 
K oh le r S trike , and has taken 
a d m in is tra tive  measures to  se­
cure fin a n c ia l support. Since 
A ug. 7, 1954, $25.00 weekly
checks have been go ing to  the  
s tr ik e rs  a long w ith  o the r re lie f. 
To date the s tr ik e  has cost some 
$4,000,000. B u t on a do lla r-to - 
d o lla r basis, K oh le r m anagem ent 
w ith  its  governm ent orders and 
the resources o f a b illio n a ire  
class behind i t  has the financia l 
edge.

H E L P  N E E D E D
A s o f A p r i l  5, 1954, 3,000 an­

g ry  K o h le r w orkers  and th e ir  
fam ilies  have been f ig h t in g  the 
good f ig h t  fo r  a whole yea r on 
the fro n t- lin e  o f la bo r’s w a r o f 
jus tice , d ig n ity , g rea te r security , 
and a be tte r fu tu re . The g ro w ­
in g  seve rity  o f th e ir  sacrifice  
demands an enlarged sha ring  o f 
respons ib ilty  by every able 
w o rke r in  A m erica  fo r  the care 
and suppo rt o f these splendid 
un ionists. M ob iliza tion  o f public 
support on a d ram atic  scale, o f 
a ll union men and th e ir  fam ilies , 
o f the students, and progressive 
citizens is in order.

A  p rogram  o f popu la r re lie f 
enterprises, pub lic  assemblies, 
and organ iza tion  o f mass con­
cen tra tions o f labo r ba ta llions in  
W isconsin to do du ty  a t K oh le r 
is now on the o rder o f the day.

W e sa lute the K oh le r labor 
f ig h te rs  on the  second M ay Day 
o f th e ir  heroic s trugg le . W e call 
upon every soc ia lis t and un ion­
conscious w o rke r to  g ive the 
fu lle s t support to  Local 833, 
U A W -C IO  in  its  w a r against 
the K oh le r ty rann y .

Battle For Montgomery Ward
Ä P artners ”

Pres. Dave Beck (le ft) of the AFL Teamsters signs contract 
covering Montgomery Ward employes as Company chief Sewell 
Avery looks on. Beck said the union would use its Montgomery 
Ward stock holdings to back Avery’s fight to maintain control 
of the mail order empire.

Thus a ll d u rin g  the past sev­
era l months, when W olfson was 
no is ily  cam paigning among the 
sm all M ontgom ery W ard  stock­
holders fo r  support, Sewell A v ­
e ry  con tinu a lly  kept bom barding 
him  w ith  th is  question, “ Who 
are you r rea l fin a n c ia l backers?”

W o lf  son’s cam paign reached 
a c lim ax, when he a rrive d  in  
Los Angeles M arch 3rd, and an­
nounced th a t E. W . E nd ter 
would be a candidate fo r  the 
Board o f M ontgom ery W ard  on 
the slate o f opposition d irectors, 
headed by W olfson.

Now, the purpose o f announc­
ing  a sla te o f d irectors, is  to  in ­
duce the stockholders to  vote 
fo r  the slate th a t presum ably 
has the m ost “ responsible,”  and 
“ repu tab le ”  personalities. In  the 
case o f a p ro xy  fig h t where the 
b ig  o ligarch ies are involved, 
these are usually “ f ro n t  men”  —  
mere stooges, w ith  g l it te r ip g  
reputa tions.

Thus, when W olfson had p re ­
v iously  announced th a t he had 
named F rank  Leahy, ex-N otre  
Dame coach as a nominee fo r  
h is slate on the Board o f D irec ­
tors, i t  was the usual t r ic k  to 
ga rne r the votes o f sm all stock­
holders who are fa m il ia r  w ith  
the fo o tb a ll fea ts  o f the fo rm e r 
N o tre  Dame coach.

R O C K E F E L LE R  STOOGE
The announcement o f M r. 

E nd te r’s name, however meant 
tha t the Rockefe ller in terests

had come out in to  the open, and 
revealed th a t W o lfson  was m ere­
ly  th e ir  stooge. F o r E nd te r is 
the pres ident o f the C a lifo rn ia  
O il Co. Th is is no t a company 
th a t is m ere ly  under the in f lu ­
ence o f  the Rockefellers. I t  is a 
subsid iary o f the Standard O il 
Co. o f C a lifo rn ia  and d ire c tly  
owned by the R ockefe lle r fa m ­
ily .  M r. E nd te r has no t on ly 
been w ith  C a lifo rn ia  S tandard 
fo r  30 years, b u t is a d irec to r 
o f three o f its  subsid iaries, and 
a m ember and d irec to r o f the 
N a tiona l Petro leum  In s titu te , to 
boot.

E n d te r’s candidacy fo r  Board 
o f D irecto rs  on the W olfson 
slate, m ust have caused con­
s terna tion , no t on ly in  the House 
o f M organ, the House o f L e h ­
man, and Sewell A ve ry , bu t 
among a la rge  coterie o f b ig  
M on tgom ery W ard  stockholders, 
who saw in  E n d te r’s candidacy 
on the W olfson  slate, an unm is- 
takeable s ign o f the tr ia n g u la r  
w a r between the M organs, Rock­
efe lle rs, and Lehmans.

W ith in  a m a tte r o f hours fo l­
low ing  the announcement, M r. 
E nd te r’s b ig  boss, R. G. F o llis , 
C hairm an o f S tandard O il o f 
C a lifo rn ia , was bombarded w ith  
phone calls rega rd ing  the  can­
didacy, according to  the N . Y . 
T im es o f M arch  8th. B u t a ll 
th a t F o llis  pe rm itte d  h im se lf to  
say was th a t some ca lls “ were 
approv ing ,”  and “ some were dis­
approv ing .”

<*) The next day, however, E nd­
te r announced th a t “ he had been 
forced to  res ign ”  as president o f 
C a lifo rn ia  O il Co. and had con­
sequently lost a $50,000 pension, 
w h ich would have been due him  
soon. E nd te r expla ined th a t 
Sears R o e b u c k ,  M ontgom ery 
W ard ’s ch ie f com petito r had put 
so much pressure on Standard 
O il o f  C a lifo rn ia , th a t he was 
obliged to leave his job  w ith  
Standard, bu t would s tick  w ith  
W olfson to the end.

D O U B L E  M O T IV E  
There was a double m otive be­

h ind S tandard ’s “ ouster”  o f E nd­
te r from  the o il concern. T fia  
Rockefellers reckoned th a t they 
had over-reached themselves, and 
gone ou t too fa r  in to  the open 
in  th e ir  s trugg le  w ith  the M o r­
gans and Lehmans.

B y  g e ttin g  E nd te r to “ resign,”  
they were able to w ith d ra w  in to  
the shadows again w h ile  th e ir  
stooges, E nd te r and W olfson 
continued the f ig h t  in the open. 
( I t  is preposterous to  believe 
th a t E nd te r, a mere o ff ic ia l o f 
S tandard O il w ou ld  r is k  35 years 
o f connections w ith  the Rocke­
fe lle rs  and a $50,000 a year pen­
sion to boot, because o f his 
personal lo y a lty  to W olfson.)

The second m otive has to  do 
w ith  th ro w in g  the onus o f E nd­
te r ’s “ ouster”  onto the Lehman 
group and force  them  ou t in to  
the open. W hen E nd te r “ res ign­
ed”  fro m  his job he also charged 
th a t Sears had p u t pressure on 
S tandard O il to have h im  resign 
fro m  the W olfson slate, the re ­
by show ing Sears’ open fa v o r 
fo r  Sewell A v e ry ’s slate.

B u t w hy would Sears, a com­
p e tito r  o f M on tgom ery W ard, be 
in terested in  fa v o rin g  A ve ry  
over W olfson?

Because Sears is  a sa te llite  in 
t h e  Lehm an - Goldm an-(Sachs 
banking combine, and they  hope 
to w in  over A ve ry , who is in  a 
s trugg le  w ith  the M organs (as 
we showed la s t week) and thus 
ge t M ontgom ery W ard  in to  th e ir  
o rb it.

T h is  was con firm ed sho rtly  
a fte r  E n d t e r ’ s “ res igna tion ,”  
when Sears’ ho ld ing  company, 
A lls ta te  Insurance, announced it  
would vote it's block o f 8,000 
shares fo r  A ve ry .

W hoever w ins the M on tgom ­
ery W ard p ro xy  f ig h t  scheduled 
fo r  A p r i l  22, i t  w i l l  n o t be 
A ve ry  o r W olfson —  fo r  they 
are m ere pawns.

The cap ita lis t newspapers, how­
ever, are sure to p lay up one o f 
the stooges as the “ g re a t v ic to r”  
w h ile  ca re fu lly  h id in g  the  iden­
t i t y  o f the rea l powers in  the 
CQntest.

[S ix th  o f a series. W atch fo r 
next ins ta llm ent on “ The M o­
nopolies' S trugg le  Over A tom ic 
E nergy.”  1

O u r  R e a d e r s  T a k e  t h e  F l o o r
M u tin y ,”  and “ F rom  Here to 
E te rn ity ,”  both o f w h ich  were 
also h ig h ly  praised by h im  some 
tim e ago in the M il ita n t.  T re n t 
H u tte r ’s po s ition  th a t a w o rk  o f 
a r t  need no t be M a rx is t to  be 
considered g rea t, confuses the 
issues. W ith o u t go ing in to  a long 
d ia lectica l d isse rta tion  on th a t 
po in t 1 an ight say: w hatever is 
t ru th fu l and objective is M a rx ­
is t. W hatever is  u n tru th fu l,  d is­
to rted , etc., serves ca p ita lis t 
ideology. I f  a filkn in its  e n tire ty  
is t ru th fu l,  on ly  fo r  the  purpose 
o f d ra w in g  the conclusion th a t the 
H ydrogen Bomb is  the  best o f all 
possible w orlds, such a w o rk  o f 
‘ ‘a r t ”  we leave to the  h ired  jacka l 
o f the  c a p ita lis t underw orld  to 
s ing its  pra ises.

“ The Caine M u tin y ”  is  a n  In­
stance I  have in  m ind. The very 
t it le  is a m isnomer. The film  was 
made w ith  the  cooperation o f the 
U.S. N avy  and is  even dedicated 
to the N avy. There was never any 
in te n tio n  in  the film  to  convey 
the idea th a t a m u tin y  would ever 
be trea ted except in  the  m ost 
severe m anner, nam ely death. 
The whole p o in t in  the  film  was 
to stress th a t in  a  ve ry  ra re  and 
m ost unusual circum stance where 
an o ffice r had los t h is m enta l 
facu lties , w h ich  would lead to the 
loss o f the ship and men, i t  would 
be le g it im a te  fo r  subordinate o f­
ficers to re lieve h im  o f his 
du ties  (A r t ic le  184 N a vy  Regu la­
tion s ). In  “ F rom  Here to E te r­
n ity , ”  the p o in t b ro u g h t o u t is, 
no t th a t the  a rm y  is a he ll-hole, 
•but th a t the b e s tia lity  o f one o f­
ficer is ju s t an aberra tion , and in  
the end, good old A m erican justice  
w i l l  tr iu m p h . Is  th is  t ru th ?  No. 
I t  is ou t and ou t ca p ita lis t p ropa­
ganda.

A s a fina l comment, a llo w  me 
to c ite  the case o f the  Chaplin 
film , “ M onsieur Verdoux.”  Here 
is an example o f w h a t I  consider 
to  be a supreme masterpiece. 
H e re C h a p lin  does n o t a tta ck  a 
sing le  in d iv idu a l, o r even a sec­
tion  o f the  bourgeoisie, b u t the 
en tire  ca p ita lis t society, in  th a t 
rem arkab le scene where he says: 
“ W hy I  on ly k ille d  a fe w  people, 
you have k ille d  m illio n s .”  There is 
tru th  emblazoned fo r  a l l to  see, 
and no t obscured in  a few  
‘h o ne s t”  and “ t ru th fu l”  scenes, 
on ly  to  be v itia te d  (later as is  the

Reviewer's Reply
E d ito r :

I  have read S. M .’s le tte r  and 
sha ll a tte m p t b r ie f ly  to re p ly  to 
the c ritic ism s  o f m y a rtic les.

(1 ) “ The B are foo t Contessa”  is 
a piece o f social satire . W h a t is 
social sa tire?  A  ra th e r fan ta s tic  
p lo t serves the au tho r to  depict 
ce rta in  aspects o f social re a lity . 
I  g ra n t you tha t the p lo t is un­
re a lis tic  ( I  d idn ’t  say the  con­
tra ry  in  m y  re v ie w ) ; the p lo t was 
ha rd ly  intended to  be taken so 
seriously, and u n fo rtu n a te ly  S. M. 
took i t  qu ite seriously.

The rea lism  o f the Contessa is 
in the in d iv id u a l characters, each 
o f  whom represents a social 
phenomenon. (T h a t’s w h a t I said 
in  m y a rtic le , which obviously 
was m isunderstood.) The A m e ri­
can tycoon, the South Am erican 
m illio na ire , the “ in te rna tiona l 
set," a dy ing  a ris tocracy (sym ­
bolized by the  g a lla n t bu t c r ip ­
pled and abnorm al coun t), the 
m isery o f the  Spanish slum 
dwellers, the  press agent, etc., etc. 
A nd  in  w ha t H o llyw ood p ic tu re  
o f the  la s t five years do you find 
s im ila r  a n ti - c a p ita lis t rem arks, 
such unconventional sketches o f 
contem porary society?

Realism does no t necessarily 
and a lw ays requ ire  a s to ry  th a t 
could easily  happen in  rea l life . 
The rea lism  o f the Contessa is 
provided by n sa tire  rooted in 
the ¡solid ground o f social re a lity  
—  th a t social re a lity  which 
H o llyw ood genera lly  i g n o r e s .  
Therefore, “ The B are foo t Con­
tessa”  is de fin ite ly  no t a “ ru n -o f- 
th e -m ill p ic tu re .”

(2 ) I  don’ t  believe I  ever 
•eviewed “ F rom  Here to E te rn ity ”

fo r  the  M il ita n t .  A s fo r  “ The 
Caine M u tin y ,”  S. ‘M. doesn’t  seem 
to rem em ber c o rre c tly  w h a t I  
w ro te  about it .  I  emphasized th a t 
Herm an W ouk’s ideo logy is not 
oiu-s, b u t th a t  the p ic tu re  d is ­
cusses the prob lem  o f  m il ita ry  
d iscip line and thereby makes us 
th in k , a lthough ou r conclusions 
d if fe r  fro m  the a u th o r’s,

A t  present, there are no t too 
m any Am erican movies th a t t r y  
to  m ake us th ink . I  recommended 
“ The Caine M u tin y ”  m a in ly  be­
cause i t  does. I t  fa ils  to  g ive the 
r ig h t  answer, bu t a t least i t  asks 
a serious question. A  p ic tu re  can 
be qu ite  va luab le  w ith o u t being 
a M a rx is t p ic tu re , as I  explained 
in  the m agazine F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tional.

(3) I  share S. M .’s adm ira tion  
fo r  C hap lin ’s “ M onsieur V erdoux,”  
being a C hap lin  fa n  m yself. 
C hap lin  is the greatest genius o f 
the  m ovies and a m aste r o f  social 
satire . B u t “ The B are foo t Con­
tessa”  con ta ins a good deal o f 
excellent social sa tire , too —  even 
i f  i t  is no t as outspoken in  its  
conclusions, even i f  i t  is  no t as 
g re a t a w o rk  o f a r t  as “ M onsieur 
V erdoux.”

(4 ) Yes, a s u rp ris in g ly  la rge 
num ber o f q u a lity  p ic tu res  ap­
peared in  Germ any even under 
H it le r  —  even i f  th is  comes as a 
shock. Rem em ber th a t in  m y 
magazine a rtic le  I  mentioned (how 
German producers under the N azi 
reg im e avoided a n y th in g  th a t 
concerned social questions and 
everyday re a lity , ju s t  as m any 
H ollyw ood producers do today. 
B u t who can deny th a t  some 
b e au tifu l p ic tu res  were ac tu a lly  
produced in Nazi Germ any —  not 
because o f  Nazism , b u t because 
several capable producers and 
a rtis ts  kep t th e ir  jobs and con­
tinued as best they could. Have 
you seen the “ The Postm aster”  
fo r  example, o r  “ F riedem ann 
Bach” ? li t  is  true  th a t these 
p ictures described the past, s t i l l  
they were genuine w o rk  o f a rt.

I  am g lad S. M. w ro te . O ur 
readers’ comments are a lways 
welcome, they  he lp  us to  make 
ou r artic les  c learer and easier to 
understand. A lso they show us 
that, ou r readers are in te rested in 
our paper, know ing  th a t i t ’s th e ir  
paper.

T re n t H u tte r

. . .  Desegregation Stall
(Continued from  page 1) 

accept a “ desegregation”  plan 
based upon such a perspective.

In  any event a Supreme C ourt 
decree leav ing  the t im in g  and the 
ways and means o f desegregation 
up to d is tr ic t  courts would mean 
rendering  the M ay 17, 1954 deci­
sion com plete ly toothless. The 
plans o f the w h ite  suprem acists 
to bog desegregation down in 
m yria d  law su its  would he made a 
thousand tim es easier. M oreover 
'the law su its  against school boards 
by Negro ch ild ren would no t be 
judged on the cleareut issue of 
w hethe r they were being ille g a lly  
kept in J im  Crow schools, bu t on 
the basis o f w hether the local 
au tho ritie s  were approaching 
desegregation “ in good fa ith ”  and 
as ra p id ly  as could be “ reason­
a b ly ”  expected.

“ IN D E F IN IT E  D E L A Y ”
Thurgood M arsha ll, ch ie f o f the 

N A A C P  legal s ta f f  to ld the court 
th a t i f  in te g ra tion  is le f t  com­
p le te ly  up to the d is tr ic t courts 
to decide then the Negroes in th is  
coun try  would be in  a ho rrib le  
state. He described the course 
advised by the Southern sta tes’ 
lawyers as one o f “ inde fin ite  delay 
and local op tion .”

U.S. S o lic ito r General Sobeloff’s 
in te rven tion  in the case was m ost 
ominous. As the voice o f the ad­
m in is tra tio n , h is argum ents u n ­
doubtedly c a rry  m ore w e igh t 
than those o f the representatives 
o f the five states involved o r those 
present as friends-of-bhe cou rt.

H is line  was obviously prepared 
w ith  care and was a masterpiece 
o f double ta lk . I t  ca re fu lly  
avoided the crude rac is t fo rm u la ­
tions th a t studded the argum ents 
o f the o the r opponents o f p rom pt 
enforcement.

W h ile  he was ob jecting  to the 
se ttin g  o f a date fo r  enforcem ent, 
lie in te rtw in ed  i t  w'ith genera lities 
in  pra ise o f prom ptness and pious 
adm onitions against local o ffic ia ls  
‘‘d ra gg ing  th e ir  fee t.”  W hile  he 
whs u rg in g  th a t the d is tr ic t 
courts be p u t in  charge o f

enforcem ent, he declared th a t a 
“ bona fide advance tow ard  the 
goal o f desegregation”  was 
desired.

J u s t how p ro m p t and bona fide 
the e ffo r ts  o f Southern school 
boards to desegregate w il l  be was 
made very c lear by the law yers 
who preceeded S o lic ito r S obeloff.

F o r example, Texas A tto rn e y  
General Ben Sheppard had to ld  
the cou rtroom : “ Texas has its  
own N egro people, bu t Texans 
want to educate them as they 
please.”  Robert F ig g  o f South 
C aro lina warned there could be 
no in te g ra tio n  “ in the forseeable 
fu tu re ”  in his d is tr ic t. The F lo rida  
A tto rn e y  General warned th a t 
any degree o f speed In  in te g ra ­
tion  m igh t resu lt in  violence.

Sobeloff urged a “ f le x ib le ”  
decree, th a t would n o t “ ride  
roughshod”  over the people o f 
the com m unities affected. B y  
“ people”  he obviously means on ly 
w h ite  people.

CO URT SHOW S IN T E R E S T
•D is tu rb ing ly  enough, the cou rt 

displayed- g rea t in te res t in  So­
b e lo ff ’s line o f argum ent. C h ie f 
Justice E a rl W arren asked h im  
to prepare fo r  the co u rt a sample 
decree em bodying h is sugges­
tions.

The Supreme C ourt is ve ry  sen­
s itive  to public op in ion on the  
school segregation issue. A s ian  
ha tred fo r  A m erican  J im  Crow  
played a g re a t ro le in the  co u rt’s 
o rig in a l decision. Th is fa c to r s t i l l  
weighs heavily w ith  the cou rt. 
However, the propaganda ba r­
rage o f the Southern Governors 
and rac is t leg is la to rs  has g ro w n  
increasing ly  e ffec tive . M oreover, 
the E isenhower a d m in is tra tio n  
has th row n its  w e igh t in to  the 
scales against p ro m pt and effec­
tive  enforcem ent.

I t  is up to the Negro people 
and the labor movement to  make 
i t  known in  no uncerta in  te rm s 
tha t the Court has ru led school 
segregation uncons titu tiona l and 
they expect and demand th a t the 
ru lin g  be put in to  e ffec t not in  
2015 or in 1980 bu t now.

In  th is  week’s m a il came a 
le tte r  fro m  one o f Robin Hood’s 

—  at. least the re ’s 
no reason to  believe 
he isn ’ t  a descendant 
o f the fam ous o u t­
law , o r a t least o f 
one o f h is  m e rry  
men. F o r  he lives 
an Sherwood, N o t­
tingham , England.

l ie  w rite s , “ The 
M il ita n t  is  always 
welcomed by a ll the 
members o f t h e  
fa m ily , in c lud in g  the 

ch ildren. We have been in  the 
hab it o f passing our copies around 
bu t find th a t  there is qu ite  a 
demand fo r  them  since no o ther 
paper here gives a  M a rx is t 
analysis o f the in ip o r ta n t events 
o f the day.”

B u t i t  isn ’ t  on ly fro m  abroad 
th a t we get en thusiastic messages 
fro m  M il ita n t  readers. F rom  a ll 
over the UJ3.A. friends  are s t i l l  
w r it in g  in to  congra tu la te  the 
M il ita n t on its  super-successful 
conclusion o f the Press Fund 
cam paign. V. R. Dunne w rite s  
fro m  M inneapolis, “ In s p ir in g  in ­
deed! T h a t ’s how we feel about 
the w ind-up o f the cam paign. I t  
is, I believe, a  record fo r  fund 
cam paigns d u r in g  the last, pe­
rio d .”  Even a f te r  the cam paign 
was o ffic ia lly  ended, A llen tow n, 
w h ich  had been in  second place, 
w ith  119%, on the fina l score- 
board, sent in  an add itiona l $6.00, 
l i f t in g  th e ir  fina l percentage to

127%! And D e tro it, which had 
wound up in th ird  place, sent an 
ex tra  $23.00, con tribu ted  by  
sym path izers o f the M il ita n t.  
Th is b rough t D e tro it ’s to ta l to 
$885 —■ $133.00 over and above 
th e ir  $750 quota!

D u rin g  the la s t week the New  
■York M il ita n t  A rm y  has been 
especially active. A nn  M ann te lls  
us th a t over 1,000 papers were 
taken to the same nearby p la n t 
we mentioned la s t week in  th is  
column. The w orkers  there are 
now fa m il ia r  w ith  the M il ita n t  
and w h a t i t  stands fo r, and m any 
favo rab le  comments were heard. 
‘‘One m an stopped his ca r r ig h t  
in the m iddle o f a busy h ighw ay 
and came over to  us to g e t tw o 
ex tra  copies,”  A n n  says.

“ On the same day,”  says 
Johnnie Tabor, “ we had a suc­
cessful sale o f the M ilita n t a t a 
fo rum  held by the Em ergency 
C iv il L ibe rties  Com m ittee, a t 
Carnegie H a ll. 23 copies o f the 
paper were sold, b u t th is  was not 
a ll. Inside the ha ll we set up d is­
plays o f J im m ie  K u tche r’s book, 
and w ith  J im m ie ’s aid sold 12 
copies. There w as a lo t  o f in te re s t 
in  h is  case.”

There is a lw ays room  in  th is  
column to re la te  the experiences 
o f M il ita n t  readers and d is­
tr ib u to rs . So no m a tte r  where 
you live  —  in  Glasgow, Hyderabad 
o r Kansas C ity , M issouri —  drop 
us a line, and we assure you th a t 
y o u r opinions and you r ex­
periences w ill ge t in to  p r in t.

TWIN CITIES
May Day 

Celebration
H ear

Dorothy Schultz
SW P O rgan izer,
St. Paul Branch

“ Am erican W orkers  Move 
T ow ard  U n ity ”

•
Sat., A p r i l 30, 8:30 P. M.

•
10 S. 4th St. 

M inneapolis, M inn.
•

M eeting  to he Follow ed 
by Social H our 

M il ita n t Readers Inv ite d

C H I C A G O
C E L E B R A T E  M A Y  D A Y

•
In t ’l Smorgasboard Banquet! 

Speaker: V. R. Dunne 
“ How to  End W ar 

A nd L a y o ffs ”
Sun., M ay 1, Banquet 6 P. M.
Social - Dancing - Refreaments 

D ram atic  S k it 
777 W est Adams S tree t 

Donation 75c.

PHILADELPHIA
May Day

Celebration
•

" Talks On
“Jim Crow in New Clothing”
“American Labor — the Fight 

Ahead”
•

Sat., April 30, 8:30 P. M.
1303 W. Girard Ave., 2nd Floor

•
Labor songs. Dancing, 

Refreshments

Celebrate May Day 
With the Socialist

Workers Party
•

Vincent Copeland
l Veteran leader o f S tee lworkers 

s trugg les 
W ill Speak On: 

“ Am erican Labor and W ar 
Threats A ga in s t China”  

S ylv ia  W e s t: “ The M eaning 
o f M ay Day”  

C ha irm an: H aro ld  Robins 
SW P candidate in  1954 

elections 
•

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
(near Un ion Square)

Sat., A p r i l 30, 8:30 P. M .

Takes Issue 
With Review of 
'Barefoot Contessa'
E d ito r:

In  the Feb. 21 issue o f the 
M il ita n t  the re  appeal's a rev iew  
by T re n t H u tte r  o f “ The B are­
fo o t Contessa,”  which is h ig h ly  
recommended to the readers o f 
the M il ita n t  “ because o f its  social 
sa tire  and fra n k ly  a n ti-c a p ita lis t 
d ia logue.”

W ith  h igh  hope I  w en t to  see 
the film  and came ou t wondering 
w hethe r I  had read the rev iew  in 
the N lation o r the Now Republic, 
bu t sad to say i t  re a lly  appeared 
in m y  fa v o r ite  period ica l. The 
r ig h t  o f any in d iv id u a l to have 
his own op in ion, needless to  say, 
is ind isputab le . I  am also aware 
o f the po licy  o f the M il ita n t  about 
signed a rtic les  n o t necessarily 
representing the position o f the 
paper. Nevertheless, I  believe th a t 
the ed ito r has an ob lig a tio n  to  the 
readers no t to pub lish  reviews 
th a t c le a rly  represent th e  in ­
terests o f  a hostile  class, unless 
the ed itors c le a rly  set fo r th  th e ir  
position on the m atter.

To ge t to  the po in t o f the 
m atte r. The scene in  which the 
b illio n a ire  f ilm  m ogul is be ing 
berated fo r  his “ hypocrisy, ru th ­
lessness never - having - done - a - 
day’s-honest-w ork-dn-h js-life ," etc. 
etc., sequence, he is fina lly  
answered by th is  re to r t :  “ W hy do 
you a ttack  the A m erican w ay of 
l i fe ? ”  To th is  query, the South 
A m erican p layboy answer: “ I  am 
no t a tta ck in g  the A m erican way 
o f life . I  am a ttack ing  you.”

A nd  th a t is  th e  sum  and sub­
stance o f the  whole film . The 
en tire  scenario is as corny a p lo t 
as has been seen in  one fo rm  o r 
another a thousand tim es before. 
T ha t “ The B are foot Contessa”  is 
a ru n  - o f - fee - m il l p ic tu re , few  
M arx is ts  would contest. M y p u r­
pose in  w r it in g  th is  le tte r  is no t 
m otiva ted soiely to  take issue w ith  
T re n t H u t te r, b u t to call a tten ­
tion  to  his p a r tic u la r  ideology, 
w h ich  I  consider to  be in im ica l in 
a paper w ith  such high 
o f c r it ic is m  as yours 

A s a fu r th e r  instance o f his 
u n -M a rx is t “ c r it iq u e ”  in  eva lua t­
in g  a film , I  should lik e  to reca ll 
•his h igh  pra ise fo r  “ The Caine

By Sam Marcy 3
Nowhere th roughou t the leng th  

and breadth o f th is  land is the 
exalted s p ir it  o f the so-called 
free en terprise  system be tte r 
exem plified  than in  the keen 
b lit fr ie n d ly  com petition between 
such g ian t departm ent stores as 
G imbles and Macys. T h e ir w e ll- 
known slogans such as, “ N o­
body, bu t nobody can under­
sell G im bles,’’ and, “ I t ’s sm art 
to be th r i f t y  at M acys”  have be­
come legendary. The com petition 
between the tw o  has inspired 
the w e ll-know n colloquia lism , 
“ Does Macys te ll G im bles?”

Y et the bald tru th  o f the m a t­
te r is th a t G imbels and Macys, 
a long w ith  o the r lu m ina ries  in 
the re ta il trade f ie ld , such as 
A llie d  Stores, M ay  D epartm ent 
Stores, Sears-Rpebuck &  Co., and 
others, are mere sa te llite s  in  
the o rb it  o f  the Lehm an Bros.- 
Goldman-Sachs &  Co. f ina nc ia l 
dynasty. T h is  is no t to say th a t 
the com petition  between these 
stores is phony. On the con tra ry  
i t  is  real. B u t i t  is  the compe­
t it io n  o f vassals, w ith in  the 
estate o f the  fin a n c ia l overlord.

W hen the w a r between the 
House o f M organ and Sewell 
A v e ry  broke out, i t  appeared 
th a t the golden o p p o rtu n ity  had 
a rrived  fo r  the Lehm an Bros.- 
Goldman-Sachs bank ing  group to 
in tervene. F o r unquestionably, 
th is  bank ing  group is the leader 
in the m erchandis ing fie ld . I f  i t  
could d raw  M on tgom ery-W ard, 
the second la rge s t m a il-o rd e r es­
tab lishm ent in  the U.S. in to  its  
fin a n c ia l o rb it, i t  w ou ld  make 
its  em pire so lid  and in tegra ted. 
I t  is the dream  o f every o lig a r­
chy to carve ou t fo r  its e lf  a 
s ingle , exclusive and fixe d  
sphere o f in d u s try  as a base fo r  
its  operations.

L E H M A N  E M P IR E
The Lehmans m ust have been 

p lo tt in g  th is  fo r  several years, 
bu t were no t in  a position to 
openly in tervene in  the con flic t 
between the M organs and Sewell 
A v e ry  by o ffe r in g  A ve ry  the 
financia l services which the 
M organs had rendered in the 
previous years. The plan o f the 
Lehmans, however, c o l l i d e d  
sha rp ly , no t on ly w ith  those o f 
the M organs, bu t m ore d ire c tly  
w ith  those o f the Rockefellers.

F o r w h ile  the Lehm ans are 
s t i l l  in  the  stages o f a ttem p ting  
to bu ild  an in tegra ted  em pire on 
the basis o f fabulous p ro fits  
made fro m  New Deal po litics , 
the Rockefellers are in the stage 
o f hav ing  long ago passed the 
period o f in te g ra tin g  th e ir  o il 
em pire, and in  th e ir  cu rre n t b i t ­
te r  s tru g g le  w ith  the House o f 
M organ, m ust expand in to  other 
fie lds , o r “ d iv e rs ify  th e ir  ho ld­
ings,”  as they say in  the ja rgo n  
o f W a ll S treet.

usual rou tine  ¡n the Hollyw ood 
film .

I should like  to conclude on one 
'fu r th e r note. In  the w in te r  issue 
o f the  m agazine F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tion a l T re n t .H u tte r says: “ A f te r  
a ll a s u rp ris in g ly  la rge num ber 
o f q u a lity  p ic tu res appeared in 
Germ any under H it le r .”  Now I 
have read eve ry th in g  . Tt would 
no t surp rise  me to  hear fro m  him  
soon th a t: “ Despite S ta lin ’s g re a t 
d isservice to  the socia lis t move­
ment, nevertheless, he did a lo t 
o f good.”

8. M.
New Y ork , N . Y.

T h e  A m e r i c a n  
W a y  o f  L i f e

A Real Hero
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Einstein on Socialism
There are many people in this country 

who secretly rejoice at the death of Albert 
Einstein. This is not because of his 
scientific contributions — although there 
exists a certain mistrust and fear of great 
scientists by certain religious elements 
who recognize that science deals devastat­
ing blows to religion’s fairly-tale explana­
tion of the world.

The people who hated Einstein, however, 
hated him for his political acts and state­
ments. I t  goes without saying that the 
Nazis hated him not only because he was 
Jewish but because he was anti-war and 
anti-militarist. When he migrated to this 
country the reactionaries hated him and 
organizations, like the malevolent Daught­
ers of the American Revolution, agitated 
for his deportation.

When Einstein publicly counseled re­
sistance to the witch hunt, McCarthy and 
his ilk could only mutter that such state­
ments were made only by “ enemies of this 
country.”  They were afraid to bulldoze 
him before a Congressional Committee be­
cause of his world fame. Nor could they 
call for his deportation. What? Deport the 
greatest scientific mind of the century, 
when much lesser American scientists 
were refused passports to attend scientific 
conferences in Europe?

Even the New York Times, which 
attempted to patronize Einstein’s “ eccen­
tricities”  and “ non-conformity”  felt taken 
aback when he told intellectuals to go to 
ja il rather than testify before witch-hunt 
committees. When, in the lynch-hysteria 
that surrounded the “ atom-spy” tria l and 
execution of the Rosenbergs, Einstein 
wrote to the President urging that the 
couple not be electrocuted, the whole

capitalist press felt Einstein had gone too 
far.

Einstein was not only against war and 
for civil liberties, he believed in socialism. 
Shortly after his 70th birthday he wrote 
out his ideas on the subject. Taking as his 
point of departure the individual’s in­
security in the modern world despite tech­
nical progress, he declared: “ The economic 
anarchy of capitalist society as i t  exists 
today is, in my opinion the real source of 
the evil.”  Then outlining Marx’s theory of 
how surplus value, created by the worker, 
is kept by the boss and turned into capital, 
Einstein explained:

“ The result of these developments is an 
oligarchy of private capital the enormous 
power of which cannot be effectively 
Checked even by a democratically organ­
ized political society. This is true since the 
members of legislative bodies are selected 
by political parties, largely financed or 
otherwise influenced by private capitalists 
who, for all practical purposes, separate 
the electorate from the leigslature. The 
consequence is that the representatives of 
the people do not in fact sufficiently 
protect the interests of the underprivileged 
sections of the population. Moreover, 
under existing conditions, private capital­
ists inevitably control, directly or in­
directly, the main sources of information 
— press, radio, education. . .

“ I am convinced there is only one way 
to eliminate these grave evils, namely 
through the establishment of a socialist 
economy, accompanied by an educational 
system which would be oriented toward 
social goals.”

The world has lost not only one of the 
greatest scientific minds of all time but 
an active fighter for the cause of hu­
manity.

Meaning of the Chinese Stalinist Purge

The Soviet-Austrian Treaty
What lies behind the Soviet-Austrian 

treaty signed on April 15? I t  is another 
pre-payment by the Soviet bureaucratic 
rulers on a diplomatic deal with the 
Eisenhower administration.

A t Yalta, the Stalinists showed their 
readiness to engage in all kinds of horse- 
trades and cynical dealings at the ex­
pense of working people for the sake of 
a balance of power deal with imperialism. 
This kind of dealing is what the Stalinists 
call pursuing a “ peace” policy.

In line with the Yalta agreement, Stalin 
ordered the Communist Parties to contain 
the European working class movement and 
betray its aspirations to build socialism. 
The Stalinists in Western Europe and in 
Asia worked to restore capitalist regimes.

Stalin hoped thereby to buy peace for 
the Soviet Union. But as soon as capitalism 
was reestablished to some degree in Eu­
rope, the Truman Administration began a 
war drive against the Soviet Union.

In the past year, Wall Street has 
decreed a slowing down of the cold war 
in order better to prepare for World War 
III. The Eisenhower administration has in­
dicated that in the meantime it would be 
amenable to another world balance of 
power agreement designed to contain the 
colonial revolution in Asia — more par­
ticularly to discipline it  in China.

In order to keep up the fiction that the 
Soviet government has been the “ aggres­
sor”  all along and disrupter of world peace,

Eisenhower and other big business spokes­
men in the U.S. have insisted that the 
Soviet bureaucrats “ show good faith.”  A 
settlement in Austria was one of the 
demands.

Eager for the deal, the Kremlin over- 
lords complied. On its side the Eisenhower 
administration has express«! pleasure over 
the Soviet-Austrian treaty. This will not 
prevent the U.S. government from hurling 
the cry “ aggressor”  at the Soviet rulers 
again, when Wall Street decides again to 
step up- the war drive.

The Soviet pledge to remove occupation 
troops from Austria upon ratification of 
the treaty will be welcomed by the 
Austrian working people. Camping of Rus­
sian, U.S., English and French troops in 
their country was a violation of the 
Austrian people’s right to self-determina­
tion in the firs t place. All occupying troops 
should have been withdrawn long ago.

But provision in the treaty forbidding 
Austrian merger with Germany still 
violates the Austrian and German peoples’ 
national rights. Austria is historically, 
culturally and economically linked to Ger­
many. Up to 1918 only rival dynastic 
battles of the Ilohenzollern and Hapsburg 
royal families prevented unification. A fter­
wards, it was the unjust Versailles treaty.

Should the Austrian and German peo­
ples decide to merge what right have 
Soviet bureaucrats or any other foreign 
power to say no ?

On April 16, the Emergency Civil Liber­
ties Committee, a national organization 
dedicated to the support of the Bill of 
Rights, held an all-day conference on the 
theme “ An Appeal to Congress for a 
Rebirth of Freedom.”

The Emergency Civil Liberties Commit­
tee is the sole action group struggling for 
democratic rights in the U.S. that (1) 
defends all victims of the witch-hunt; 
(2) enlists all who figh t the government’s 
police-state measures regardless of poli­
tical affiliation; (3) rejects the premise of 
the witch-hunt that the United States is 
menaced by a “ Communist conspiracy.”  

These three principles are vital to the 
success of any united front group fighting 
to uphold free speech.

The ECLC orients toward the labor 
movement and seeks to win it  for the 
battle against the witch-hunt. As Dr. J. 
Raymond Walsh, a leading liberal asso­
ciated with the committee ■ stated at the 
April 18 conference, freedom will be 
regained only when the main body of the 
labor movement gets into the fight.

The ECLC group includes such promi­
nent liberals as I. F. Stone, Prof. Thomas I. 
Emerson of the Yale Law School, Leonard 
Boudin, Clark Foreman, Corliss Lamont 
and others.

In July, 1949 at a Conference for Human 
and Civil Rights many of them battled 
Communist Party spokesmen on the issue 
of defense for Trotskyists, Stalinists ai\d 
all other witch-hunt victims.

The ECLC backs Harvey O’Connor and 
Corliss Lamont, who invoked the First 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution — 
the free speech clause of the Bill of Rights 
— in refusing to answer questions about 
political affiliation before Congressional 
“ investigating”  committees. Both are ap­
pealing contempt of Congress convictions.

The ECLC is also helping George 
Ullman to test the constitutionality of the 
so-called “ immunity”  law. This law, in 
effect, deprives witnesses of the right 
under the F ifth  Amendment not to testify 
against themselves.

Another prominent free speech fight 
waged by the ECLC is that of Carl and 
Ann Braden, recently sentenced to 15 years 
in prison on a frame-up charge in Louis­
ville, Kentucky. The Bradens’ “ crime” was 
that they sold a home in an all-white 
neighborhood to Negro friends and owned 
socialist and communist literature.

Present at the April 16 conference 
were victims O’Connor, Lamont and Ann 
Braden. James Kutcher, legless veteran, a 
member of the Socialist Workers Party 
who is contesting the “ loyalty”  program 
for government employes in the courts, 
also attended. The Kutcher Civil Rights 
Committee had a table in each of the five 
morning panels to take orders for 
Kutcher’s book, The Case of the Legless 
Veteran.

We urge all m ilitant fighters for free 
speech in the U.S. to join the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee and give maxi­
mum aid to its battles.

By M. Stein & J. G. Wright
Two top leaders o f the Chinese 

Com m unist P a rty . Kao K ang and 
Jao Shu-shih were recen tly  purged 
by the Mao regim e. K ao K ang 
reported ly  com m itted suicide; the 
fa te  o f his expelled colleague 
rem ains unknown. T h is  is the f irs t  
s p lit  w ith in  the top leadership o f 
the Chinese CP since its  assump­
tion  o f power.

The o ffic ia l exp lanations reduce 
e ve ry th in g  to a personal s trugg le  
fo r  power. The m a in  charge is 
tha t Kao K ang and Jao Sihu-sbih 
engaged in  a “ conspiracy to seize 
power in  the p a rty  and the sta te .1 
The mechanics o f the purge, the 
charges as w e ll a« the o ffic ia l ex­
planations, are ty p ic a l o f the 
purges under S ta lin  and his suc­
cessors in the Soviet Union.

The rea l reasons fo r  the purge, 
which is s t i l l  in  progress, w i l l  
no t be found in  the reso lu tion o f 
the N a tiona l Conference, held 
tow ard  the end o f M arch, 1955, 
wh ich fo rm a lly  sanctioned th is  
purge. The real reasons are rooted 
in  the economic and p o lit ic a l d i f ­
ficu lties  now fac in g  the P eking 
ru lers a t home and abroad.

LOGIC O F R E V O L U T IO N
So long as the tasks fac in g  the 

Chinese revo lu tion  were the tasks 
o f  the belated dem ocratic revo lu ­
tion  — the overth row  o f Kuom in- 
tang ru le , the un ifica tion  o f  the 
coun try , the c a rry in g  th rough  o f 
the -agrarian re fo rm s  etc. —  the 
Peking leadership showed re ­
m arkable u n ity  and cohesion. B u t 
the revo lu tion  has a log ic o f its  
own. I t  could no t be contained 
w itih in the c a p ita lis t fram ew ork. 
A l l  o f Mao’s theories about 
China’s “ un ique”  development in 
alliance w ith  ‘ ‘p rogressive”  native

cap ita lis ts  have been exploded. 
The s p lit  in  the leadership comes 
precisely a t the m om ent when the 
Chinese revo lu tion  faces a tu rn ­
ing  p o in t in  its  development. 
China m ust indus tria lize .

The Chinese cap ita lis ts  can con­
tr ib u te  li t t le ,  i f  any th ing , to 
China’s in du s tria liza tion . A f te r  
s ix  years in power, the Mao 
leadership has staked eve ry th ing  
on the po licy o f bu ild ing  a self- 
su ffic ien t in du s try  in  China, w ith  
China’s own resources. The 1955 
economic po licy o f Peking thus 
reproduces in its  basic essentials 
the economic po licy o r ig in a lly  
prom ulgated by S ta lin  fo r  Russia, 
a fte r  Lenin died.

The M arch 1935 Conference 
adopted a reso lu tion w h ich sets 
the fo llo w in g  ob jective:

“ In  the course o f three F iva 
Year p lans we can bu ild  a so­
c ia lis t society. However, in  order 
to bu ild  a state -with a h igh  level 
o f soc ia lis t in d u s try , i t  w i l l  re ­
qu ire several decades o f stubborn 
and intense w ork . W e can say 
th a t i t  w i l l  take f i f ty  years, th a t 
is, the second h a lf  o f the 20th 
century. Such is the g re a t h is to ric  
task —  the g re a t and g lo rious  
task —  which we m ust solve.”  
(Lead ing  ed ito ria l in  A p r i l  5 
Peking People’s D a ily  as reported 
by the Moscow Pravda on A p r i l 
6, 1955.)

S T A L IN ’S 1929 P O LIC Y
M ao’s s h ift  in po licy  bears a 

s tr ik in g  resemblance to S ta lin ’s 
sharp tu rn  in  1920 when he turned 
sha rp ly  fro m  the  p o licy  o f re ly ­
in g  on ca p ita lis t elements in  
Russia —  p r im a r ily  the  w e ll-to - 
do peasants —  and embarked on 
the course o-f bu ild ing  up a se lf- 
su ffic ie n t Soviet in d u s try  th a t 
would “ catch up and surpass”

M A O  TS E  TU N G

the advanced ca p ita lis t countries 
in  the course o f two o r three 
F ive -Y e a r plans.

The domestic consequences o f 
th is  S ta lin is t po licy are weld 
known. I t  b ro ug h t the reg im e 
in to  a head-on co llis ion  w ith  the 
peasantry, re s u lt in g  in  a p ro ­
longed c iv il w a r in the cou n try ­
side. I t  entrenched the method 
o f bureaucra tic  ru le , the purge 
system, coercion and te rro r 
aga inst the  masses; i t  secured 
the power and p riv ileges o f a 
bureaucratic caste.

S im ila r consequences are in ­
dicated in  China. As a m a tte r o f 
fact, the re  are signs th a t a co l­
lis ion w ith  the mass o f the 
Chinese peasantry a lready faces 
the Peking regim e. The resolution 
o f the M arch Conference sta tes;

“ We m u s t exe rt a l l  ou r e ffo rts  
to develop ou r a g ricu ltu re , be-

The Bandung Conference
[R eprin ted  from  the Ceylonese 

Sam asam ajist, E ng lish  weekly o f 
the T ro ts k y is t Lanka Samasa- 
m aja P a rty .]

B3r Colvin R. DeSilva
CO LU M B O , Ceylon, A p r i l 7—  

The propaganda o f both im per­
ia lism  and S ta lin ism  serve on ly 
to hide the tru e  s ign ificance o f 
the A fro -A s ia n  Conference which 
is to be field th is  m onth a t 
Bundung in  Indonesia.

S ta lin ism  ha ils  i t  bo th as a 
peace move and an a n ti- im p e r­
ia lis t  move. Im p e ria lism  fo r  its  
p a rt looks on the  conference 
w ith  suspicion ou t o f fe a r  th a t 
i t  w i l l  come under the dom ina­
tion  o f Red China w h ich  is  send­
in g  Chou En L a i h im se lf as the 
head o f its  delegation.

A m erican im peria lism , more 
outspoken and m ore d irec t in  its  
views, ac tu a lly  regards the con­
ference as a pro-Red move, w ith  
P and it N ehru  and Indonesian 
P rem ier S astroam id jo jo  as the 
arch-m overs.

Both S ta lin ism  and im p e ria l­
ism are w rong . The po licy out 
o f which the Bandung con fer­
ence flow s is re a lly  N ehru ’s. 
W hat then is N ehru ’s po licy?

N E H R U ’S P O LIC Y  
The f i r s t  po in t to  remember 

is th a t N ehru  is  a cap ita lis t 
po litic ian . He is the representa­
tive  o f Ind ian  cap ita lism  both a t 
home and abroad. 'Secondly, Neh- 
r.u is a t best on ly  a re fo rm is t 
p o litic ian . He ce rta in ly  has no th­
in g  in  common e ith e r w ith  revo­
lu tio n a ry  po litics  o r w ith  revo­
lu tio n a ry  socialism . H is  nearest 
p o litica l k in  are perhaps to  be 
found in  the R ig h t W in g  o f the 
B r it is h  Labo r P a rty .

N ehru ce rta in ly  stands pas­
sionate ly fo r  peace in  the  sense 
th a t he ca tegorica lly  opposes the 
w a r po licy  o f im p e ria lism  and 
the a ttem p t to  d iv ide the  w o rld  
in to  hostile  m il ita ry  power blocs. 
B u t N ehru  also stands passion­
a te ly  aga inst a ll revo lu tiona ry  
a c tiv ity  and aga inst every re v ­
o lu tio n a ry  m ovem ent o f the 
masses, especia lly in  Ind ia . He 
is fo r  re fo rm . He is aga inst rev­
o lu tion.

In  the in te rn a tio n a l arena th is  
outlook o f h is has resu lted in  his 
adherence to  tw o  doctrines. 
These doctrines are now known 
respective ly as an ti-co lon ia lism  
and peaceful coexistence. I t  m ay 
be added th a t o f these tw o, the 
doctrine o f an ti-co lon ia lism  is 
ve ry  much his own product.

“ A N T I-C O L O N IA L IS M ”
W h a t is th is  doctrine  o r con­

cept o f an ti-co lon ia lism  w hich is 
now ve ry  much in  the  m ouths o f 
a ll re fo rm is t po litic ian s  th rou gh ­
ou t the w o rld ?  B asica lly , i t  con­
s titu tes  opposition to  d ire c t ru le  
o f any coun try  by  the im p e ria l­
is t powers.

I t  is essential to  understand 
th a t an ti-co lon ia lism  does not 
connote the up roo ting  o f a ll im ­
pe ria lism ’s in te rests in  a sub­
jec t country . F o r instance, i t  
does no t mean the d r iv in g  out 
o f im p e ria lis t cap ita l a lready in ­
vested in  a coun try  which rises 
out o f its  colon ia l status. On the 
con tra ry , N e h ru ’s own Ind ia  is 
the p roo f th a t his an ti-co lon ia l- 
ism is com plete ly consistent w ith  
the continuance o f im p e ria lism ’s 
investm ents in  a fo rm e rly  sub­
jec t country .

A ga in , N e h ru ’s an ti-co lon ia l

ism  does no t contem plate the 
revo lu tiona ry  u p ris in g  o f a sub­
je c t people aga inst the  im p e ria l­
is t ru le rs . The essence o f h is con­
cept in  th is  aspect is one o f a so- 
called o rderly  tra n s fe r o f power 
v o lu n ta r ily  by the im p e ria lis t 
ru le rs .

I t  is  no t hard to  see th a t 
N ehru ’s an ti-co lon ia lism  is on ly 
a concentrated expression fo r  
the process by which Ind ia  is 
claimed to  have won he r inde­
pendence. I t  is  also no t hard  to  
see th a t th is  is essentia lly  a re ­
fo rm is t  concept a lthough i t  is  
usua lly  p u t fo rw a rd  as an ex­
pression o f G andhian doctrine o f 
ahimsa in  the fie ld  o f the s tru g ­
gle fo r  the na tiona l independence 
o f subject peoples.

N A T IV E  E X P LO IT E R S
There is also the im p o rta n t 

po in t th a t the tra n s fe r o f power 
is re a lly  intended to be a tra n s ­
fe r  w ith in  the e x is tin g  social 
set-up o r system. T h is  means, as 
i t  has so fa r  m eant in  every 
case where there has been such 
a tra n s fe r o f power, a tra n s fe r 
to the na tive  e x p lo it in g  classes. 
In  o the r words i t  connotes and 
contem plates a tra n s fe r o f pow­
er fro m  the fo re ig n  exp lo ite r 
to the na tive exp lo ite r.

The above w il l  make clear 
tw o fac ts  about th is  concept o f 
an ti-co lon ia lism . The f i r s t  is  th a t 
i t  contem plates a vo lu n ta ry  
tra n s fe r o f power by the  im ­
p e ria lis t ru le rs  in  con trast to 
the seizure o f power fro m  the 
ru le rs  by a re vo lu tio n a ry  people. 
The second fa c t is th a t the re fo re  
an ti-co lon ia lism  is a concept 
which is counterposed to  the 
classic and revo lu tiona ry  concept 
o f a n ti-im pe ria lism .

Regarded in  th is  way, an e f­
fo r t  to b r in g  toge the r an A fro - 
A s ian  conference on the basis o f 
an ti-co lon ia lism  is also no th ing 
less than an e f fo r t  to  stem the 
revo lu tiona ry  wave among the 
subject people in  colon ia l ano 
semi- colon ia l countries. I t  is  a 
move a t the least to  prevent the 
flo w  o f colon ia l revo lu tion  reach­
ing  o ther lands than  those i t  has 
a lready engulfed. In  other 
words, i t  is  basica lly  an e f fo r t  
to contain the  colon ia l revo­
lu tio n  w ith in  the boundaries o f 
its  a lready achieved success.

W h a t else does such a po licy  
serve than im p e ria lism  its e lf?  
W orld  im peria lism  today is des­
pe ra te ly  engaged in  an e f fo r t  
to  contain the  w o rld  revo lu tion  
w ith in  the boundaries i t  has a l­
ready reached. The e f fo r t  to 
contain the colon ia l revo lu tion  
can on ly  feed the e f fo r t  to  con­
ta in  the w o rld  revo lu tion .

H O W  A B O U T  C H IN A ?
I t  can be asked how the above 

in te rp re ta tio n  o f the po licy  
w h ich underlies the  A fro -A s ia n  
Conference squares w ith  the 
presence o f re vo lu tio n a ry  China 
a t the de libera tions. Such a 
question however, m isconceives 
Red China’s ob jective at" th is  
conference. T h is  ob jective is no t 
the spread o f the  w o rld  revo lu ­
tion  nor even the s tim u la tio n  o f 
the colonial revo lu tion  in  the 
countries o f Southeast A s ia  
which border upon revo lu tion  
a ry  China. On the con tra ry  i t  is 
clear th a t M ao Tse T ung  has 
given Ind ia , B urm a and Indo 
nesia in  p a rtic u la r every assur 
ance th a t he w i l l  not support,

s t i l l  less s tim u la te , any revo lu ­
tion a ry  movements in  these 
countries.

Red China comes to  the B an­
dung Conference a t a stage in  
her s tru g g le  to  be adm itted  in to  
the U n ited  N a tions O rgan iza­
tion . I t  is  p a r t o f her s trugg le  
to be adm itted  le g a lly  and fu lly ,  
as is indeed her r ig h t,  in to  the 
in te rn a tio n a l com ity  o f nations.

Red China too thus fo llow s  
the p o licy  o f peaceful coexist­
ence which is the o ther p i l la r  o f 
N ehru ’s fo re ig n  po licy. Peace­
fu l coexistence between social­
ism and cap ita lism  o f course 
connotes the  s tab iliza tion  o f the 
e x is tin g  re la tions between es­
pec ia lly  the  g re a t powers. I t  too 
is a re fo rm is t concept based on 
the idea th a t revo lu tion  can be 
stopped in  its  f lo w  to  sa tis fy  
the requirem ents o f an overa ll 
in te rna tiona l deal between w orld  
S ta lin ism  and w o rld  im peria lism . 
I t  is  the concept o f “ social 
peace”  extended fro m  the do­
m estic f ie ld  to  the in te rn a tio n a l 
fie ld . I t  is a concept w h ich leads 
to  the  abandonment o f the re v ­
o lu tio na ry  class s trugg le .

DO O M ED TO F A IL U R E
The A fro -A s ia n  Conference is 

thus an e f fo r t  to  provide fo r  
N ehru ’s fo re ig n  po licy, w h ich  is 
endorsed by the o ther in v it in g  
states, nam ely Indonesia and 
Burm a, a w id e r fra m e w o rk  than 
was provided by the Colombo 
Conference o f the fiv e  new ly in ­
dependent states o f Southeast 
Asia.

B u t th is  e f fo r t  is doomed to 
fa ilu re  even though the  idea o f 
c rea ting  an expanding “ peace 
area”  in  the Ind ian  Ocean re t 
gion has proven ve ry  a ttra c tiv e  
to a m u ltitu d e  o f o ften ve ry  in ­
flu e n tia l po litic ians. The e f fo r t  
stands doomed precise ly because 
the Colombo Conference powers 
themselves are a lready fa ll in g  
apart.

Pakistan has a lready broken 
away openly. Ceylon is w a itin g  
on the  b r in k  o f an open breach. 
F u rthe r, a lthough Ind ia , Burm a 
and Indonesia today stand to ­
gether on what, is  apparen tly  a 
common fo re ign  po licy, there 
can be no doubt th a t they accent 
th is  po licy each d iffe re n t ly  from  
the other.

There  are fu r th e r  the s t i l l  un­
free  countries w h ich  a re  com ing 
to the Bandung conference. 
W here w il l  the y  fa l l  in ?  W ill 
they accept the concept o f 
a w a itin g  a v o lu n ta ry  tra n s fe r o f 
power and so agree to  bog down 
the freedom  movements o f th e ir  
own countries in  the m ire  o f re ­
fo rm ?  O r w i l l  they , lik e  A l­
geria , come to the conference to  
press fo r  some m ore positive 
a c t iv ity  than the m ere passage 
o f pious reso lu tions o f sym pa­
thy?

Indeed eve ry th in g  is set fo r  
a bedlam o f tongues ou t o f 
which l i t t le  more can emerge 
as a common expression than 
pious reso lu tions o f an ti-co lon­
ia lism  and peaceful coexistence. 
I t  seems a lo t  o f bo ther and a 
long distance to go to achieve 
so m eager a resu lt.

How can the w eak ling  states 
o f Southeast Asia  succeed in 
con ta in ing  the colon ia l revo lu ­
tion  which w orld  im peria lism  i t ­
se lf in  fu l l  panoply is unable 
to  con tro l?  N ehru ’s fo re ig n  po l­
icy is  reaching its  pre-destined 
dead end.

cause i t  is s t i l l  ve ry  backward, 
and the production o f foo ds tu ffs  
and raw  m a te ria ls  fo r  in d u s try  
s t i l l  fa ils  to  correspond td  the 
cu rre n t needs o f the  stated’

A t  the same tim e P eking ’s 
Chief P rosecutor Chang T in g - 
chan has announced th a t a na­
tionw ide “ s tru g g le ”  a g a i n s t  
“ ku laks”  (w e ll-to -do  peasants) is 
a lready in  progress. “ T ak in g  as 
its  s ta rt in g  p o in t our cou n try ’s 
concrete conditions,”  said the 
C h ie f Prosecutor, “ our p a rty  has 
adopted the line  o f l im it in g  and 
g ra du a lly  liq u id a tin g  the ku lak 
households. A  ce rta in  section o f 
the reac tiona ry  ku lak  elements 
has established a c r im in a l con­
nection w ith  the class o f land ­
lords, a lready ove rth row n in  the 
v illages, and begun to  c a rry  out 
subversive a c tiv ity , a ttem p ting  
to check and blow  up m u tua l help 
and cooperation [read ; co llec ti­
v iza tion , M ao ist s ty le ].  W ith  the 
support o f the peasant masses 
we are o rgan iz ing  an active 
s tragg le  w ith  the hostile  ac­
t iv it ie s  o f the ku lak-la nd lo rd  
elements. The s trugg le  occurs on 
a la rge scale and assumes sharp 
fo rm s.”  (P ravda M arch 31, 1955.)

E X T O L  K R E M L IN  PURGES
In  the same program m atic  

a rtic le , w r itte n  specia lly  fo r  the 
Moscow Pravda on the eve o f the 
pub lic  announcement o f the purge 
o f  Kao Kung, Jao Shu-shih and 
th e ir  “ accomplices,”  the Chief 
P rosecutor hailed the “ r ic h  ex­
perience”  o f the K re m lin  bureau­
cracy in  p u rg in g  its  opponents 
and c ritics , and assured th a t th is  
experience w ou ld  be a  “ valuable 
a id ”  to the Mho reg im e in  its  own 
s trugg le .

The M arch Conference ordered 
the im m ediate se ttin g  up o f the 
m ach inery o f the purge —  v ia  
the creation o f special “ con tro l 
commissions”  —  on cen tra l, re ­
g ional, d is tr ic t  and local levels. 
Thus the pu rge  o f the tw o  top 
leaders is s im p ly  a prelude to  a 
much b ig g e r pu rge  o f the entire  
p a rty  and governm ent apparatus.

The g ro w in g  s im ila r ity  between 
Peking’s in te rn a l reg im e and th a t 
set up b y  Moscow is fu r th e r  
underscored by  the recent in ­

troduction  o f ranks  and in s ign ia  
in the Chinese arm ed forces. T h is  
rise o f a p riv ileged  o ffice r caste 
fro m  among China’s re vo lu tio n a ry  
arm ies epitom izes the process o f 
social s tra tif ic a tio n  th a t is .ta k in g  
place under the Mao leadership. 
Unable to  sa tis fy  the needs o f 
Chinese workers and peasants, 
from  whom f i f ty  years o f to il 
and sacrifice are now demanded, 
the regim e de libe ra te ly  seeks to 
create fo r  its e lf  special po in ts 
o f support, above a ll in the 
armed forces.

*  *  *

F o r the  S ta lin is t line  to  
tr ium p h  in  the S ov ie t U n ion , a 
coun te r-revo lu tion  was required. 
Th is S ta lin is t coun te r-revo lu tion  
had to  destroy phys ica lly  the 
en tire  generation th a t led the 
Russian revo lu tion  to  v ic to ry  
under Len in  and T ro tsky . Before 
he could impose his bu reaucra tic  
regim e, S ta lin  had to destroy 
Le n in ’s p a r ty  and In te rn a tio n a l.

A s aga inst th is, the same basic 
cadre o f leader's, under Mao, who 
rode the re vo lu tio n a ry  wave to  
power are now fo llo w in g  in  
S ta lin ’s footsteps' in  China. F o r 
th is  reason the im p lica tions  and 
consequences, a t  home and in ­
te rna tion a lly , o f  P eking ’s s h ift  in  
line  are f a r  m ore d if f ic u lt  to  
understand, especia lly fo r  the  
Chinese masses and the ran k  and 
file  o f the Chinese Com m unist 
P a rty .

In  the Soviet U n ion, the p ro ­
g ra m m atic  issues were debated 
over a period o f years, and the 
s trugg le  o f the Russian L e f t  Op­
position, led by Leon T ro ts k y , 
illum ina te d  the na ture  and mean­
in g  o f Soviet developments, 
despite a ll o f S ta lin ’s fa ls ifica ­
tions, repressions and fram e-ups.

The d iffe rences over po licy in  
China have been confined to  
na rrow  top circ les. Over them  
has been cast a shroud o f secrecy, 
cam ouflage and m is in fo rm a tio n . 
We do no t know w hat was the 
actua l ro le  and po licy o f the tw o  
purged leaders. B ut there can be 
no doubt about the  ro le and 
po licy o f the Mao leadership. 
There can be no doubt th a t the 
recent purge signa ls a tu rn  in  the 
Chinese revo lu tion .

T H E  W O R KERS OF POR­
T U G A L  are so poor, they can’t  
a ffo rd  to ge t m arried . Over 11'% 
o f the yea rly  b ir th s  are “ i l le g it i ­
mate.”  In  o rder fo r  a childless 
couple to ge t by, the governm ent 
estim ates th a t an income o f about 
$360 a yea r is  needed. The aver­
age income in  P o rtuga l is $182 a 
year. The popu la tion  o f Lisbon 
has increased 30% since 1940 
w h ile  the consum ption o f meat 
has declined 20%. B u t P ortuga l 
has stab ilized its  m onetary 
system and has a favorable 
balance o f  trade. I t  is lis ted as 
one o f the countries o f the “ free 
w o rld ”  a lthough the w o rk in g  peo­
ple s u ffe r  under the c le rica l- 
fasc is t d ic ta to rsh ip  o f Salazar.

*  *  *

“ NO O N E  C A N  E X P L A IN ”
w hy there is a wholesale tu rnove r 
in  the labor fo rce  o f the richest 
b itum inous coal mines in the 
m iddle-east, in  Zonguldak, T u rkey  
according to the A p r i l 17 N. Y. 
T imes. The fa c t tha t there is 
inadequate housing, a seven-day 
w o rk  week fo r  $1.60 to $1.70 a 
day and a to ta l d isregard fo r  safe 
w o rk in g  conditions doesn’t  seem 
to exp la in  much to  puzzled o f­
fic ia ls in T urkey. A n explosion 
k illed  61 m iners on Jan- 23 o f 
th is  year. When John L . Lew is 
demanded an in ves tiga tion  o f 
sa fe ty regu la tions  in the mines 
and suggested th a t Am erican 
economic aid to T u rkey  be w ith ­
held u n til safe w o rk in g  conditions 
were assured, T u rk ish  o ffic ia ls
were outraged.

*  *  *

“ The V E N E Z U E L A N  D IC ­
T A T O R S H IP  is openly supported 
by the b ig  Am erican o il com­
panies who have m illio ns  o f do l­
la rs  invested in the coun try ,”  
says the A p r i l 1 U n ited  Mine 
W orkers Journa l. “ In  1953 . . . 
U.S. in terests had investm ents o f 
$1.3 b illio n  in Venezuela. A p ­
p ro x im a te ly  95 percent is in ­
vested in  o il. F rom  these inves t­
ments $350 m illio ns  in p ro fits  
were realized. Th is represents 
p ro fits  o f m ore than 30 percent, 
la rges t ‘hau l’ in  the w o rld  by 
Am erican in du s try . Testim ony be- 
fo r  a Congressional com m ittee 
recen tly  disclosed th a t Venezuelan 
o il w o rkers  are ea rn ing as low 
as 15 cents an hour. A  recent 
re p o rt by the Creole Petroleum  
Corp. Venezuelan a ff ilia te  o f the 
Standard O il Co. o f New Jersey, 
showed a record income (a fte r

taxes) o f $239,650,741 fo r  1954. 
This is equal to $9.27 on each o f 
25,865,310 shares o f stock ou t­
standing. The company enjoyed a 
6.4 percent increase in  sales in  
the year.”

*  *  *

D E LE G A T E S  FROM  U R U ­
G U A Y  w alked o u t o f the Pan- 
Am erican Labor Congress now 
in  session in  Costa Rica when the 
Labor M in is te r from  Guatam ala, 
Jorge Arenales, was g iven the  
flo o r. The speech o f Señor 
Arenales was a weak a ttem p t to 
ju s t i fy  the un ion-busting  po licy  
o f the A rm as d ic ta to rsh ip .

*  *  *

T H E  F R E N C H  C O M M U N IS T  
P A R T Y  su ffe red  a drop in  its  
vote in the cantonal elections held 
on A p r i l  17. The CP polled 21% 
o f the to ta l vote cast as aga inst 
23.5% in  the 1951 cantonal elec­
tions. S lig h t ga ins fro m  the CP 
were scored by the S oc ia lis t 
P a rty , which po lled 18.5% o f the 
to ta l vote. However, abstentions 
ra th e r than  s h ifts  to  o ther 
parties accounted fo r  m ost o f the 
decrease in the CP vote. The 
Com m unist P a rty  continues to be 
the la rge s t single p a rty , a lthough  
in th is  election a loose coa lition  
o f ca p ita lis t candidates, called 
the Independents, p u t up a single 
tic k e t and polled 27% o f  the vote. 

* * *
E N G L A N D  w il l  ho ld  general 

elections fo r  P a rliam e n t on M ay 
26. The B r it is h  Labor p a r ty  is 
expected to  cen ter its  cam paign 
on the h igh cost o f liv in g .

*  *  *

U N E M P L O Y M E N T  IN  T H E  
P H IL IP P IN E  IS L A N D S  has now
reached the figu re  o f 1,700,000 or 
about 20% o f the w o rk in g  force, 
according to  the N . Y . T im es, 
A p r i l 17.
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P LE A S E  N O T E : The M arch 
Book-a-M onth selection, Ré­
union and Reaction, is  com­
p le te ly  sold out. We can 
supply no more copies.

"For a Rebirth of Freedom"



The Negro Struggle
- — By Jean Blake -------------------------

'Watch Bandung!'
This week the most important event in 

the Negro struggle for equality in America 
is taking place not in Mississippi or in 
Washington, but thousands of miles away 
— in Indonesia. That’s where the firs t 
Asian-African Conference of representa­
tives from nations comprising three-fifths 
of the world’s population is being Held.

The world’s outstanding Uncle Tom, 
General Carlos P. Rornulo of the Philip­
pines, who will attend as a head of the 
delegation from his country, w ill be the 
chief spokesman for Western imperialism.

Last Sunday in the nationally syndicated 
This Week Magazine article “ Warning to 
Americans: Watch Bandung!”  he said:

“ This Monday my country, the Philip­
pines, will take its seat at a high-level 
diplomatic conference which some of our 
closest friends in the West initially urged 
us to boycott. . . Our Filipino delega­
tion . . .  is likely to be a minority pro- 
Western voice at Bandung.

“ We have been working hard in recent 
weeks readying ourselves to answer the 
Communists, and the neutralists, point by 
point; to counter their resolutions with 
constructive resolutions of our own. We 
fu lly appreciate the intensity of Asian- 
African suspicions of the West. But we 
are working on the assumption that the 
West intends to follow through on its 
promises, that it  will share its knowledge 
and wealth with the world’s less fortunate 
people, that it  will hasten the day when all 
people will be truly independent.”

Fortunately General Rornulo, who never 
led any struggles for independence, will be 
dealing with men who have, and will 
probably win nothing but the contempt he 
deserves from them.

And, also fortunately, colored Americans 
will have their own reporters and observ­
ers present so they will not have to depend 
on him and his kind for information on 
what actually transpires.

The American Negro press is interested 
and sympathetic to the aims of the con­
ference. Its attitude is pretty well summed 
up in the comment of W. 0. Walker, editor 
of the Cleveland Call and Post, in the 
issue of April 9:

“ The common interest shared by all the 
nations attending the conference is that 
they are all considered colored; all have 
millions of poor, largely ignorant people; 
the resources they have, natural or other­
wise, are limited or largely undeveloped, 
and mostly, are foreign owned and con­
trolled. . .

“ This conference could easily mark the 
beginning of the resurgence of the colored 
people of the world. One thing is sure, 
their cooperation is highly necessary to 
world peace. For, until the exploitation of 
the so-called backward people is stopped 
there can be no real peace. Therefore, I 
certainly hope the Bandung conference 
succeeds.”

But even Mr. Walker’s sympathy with 
the Bandung conference aims is a pale 
reflection of the interest and enthusiasm 
of the Negro masses in this country. They 
know to what a great extent they owe the 
gains of the past fifteen years in the 
struggle against Jim Crow to the pressure 
of the colonial revolutions on the American 
ruling class. They know' that the power 
and solidarity and independence from Wall 
Street and the Kremlin generated by the 
Bandung Conference will directly affect 
the progress of the Negro struggle in 
America.

A "Man of Distinction"
-----------------------------  By Bob Dixon -----------------------------

The v'orld echoed w'ith laughter when 
Secretary of State Dulles spoke up a few 
weeks back against the “ discrimination” 
practiced by the Asian-African nations at 
Bandung — discrimination against the 
w’hite imperialists, that is.

The remarks made at Bandung on April 
17 by Congressman Adam Clayton Pow'ell 
of Harlem however, while equally laugh­
able, are also tragic and shameful.

For one claiming to represent the Negro 
people, Bandung offers an excellent occa­
sion to express heartfelt thanks to the 
most powerful allies of American Negroes, 
the peoples of Asia and Africa. Nothing lit 
bigger,firecrackers to the tails of the Jim- 
Crow rulers of the United States than the 
colonial revolutions. The insurgent peo­
ples of Asia and Africa refused to swallow 
U.S. cold-war propaganda because, among 
other facts, they knew and resented the 
situation of U.S. Negroes.

Congressman Powell seems to have 
travelled all the way to Java just to tell a 
billion and a half people that they 
shouldn’t bother to put pressure on Wash­
ington. “ A few years ago Washington was 
an open cesspool of United States democ­
racy. Today it  is a place of complete 
equality,”  Mr. Pow'ell informs the Con­
ference. This is tru ly astounding news for 
Bandung, as well as for readers of the 
Militant and . . . for Washington, D. C. 
Negroes.

But that’s not all. “It is a mark of 
distinction in the United States to b~ a 
Negro . . .  to be a Negro is no longer a 
stigma.” This obviously could not be in 
reference to personnel and employment of­
fices in any plant I ’ve seen or heard of. 
I t  can’t  mean real-estate offices, or 
YMCA’s, or Calvert’s whiskey ads. Pow'ell 
apparently means that for his role as a 
front-man for the State Department, being 
a Negro is “ a mark of distinction.” No

white spokesman for American imperial­
ism would be taken seriously at Bandung. 
However, the peoples of Asia and Africa 
all have their own Uncle Toms. They 
recognize the marks of distinction of this 
type. So Powell’s pro-imperialist party line 
may w'ell become his “ stigma” in their 
eyes.

Unofficial observers at Bandung include 
freedom fighters from Algeria, Morocco 
and the African National Congress of 
South Africa. Can you imagine any of 
these representatives misusing his time to 
praise French imperialism or to sugarcoat 
the apartheid racist policies of the 
Strijdom regime? Would they show such 
bad strategy as to discourage the very 
people w'ho are applying the most effective 
pressure on their befyalf?

But Powell has a strategy of his own. 
I t  is strategy not in the service of the 
Negro people, but in the service of Rep. 
Powell w'ho, in return for doing Washing­
ton a valuable political job at Bandung, 
may look forward to increased prestige 
and perhaps a well-paid government post 
w'hich will enhance his “ distinction.”

“ Racism is on the way out. Second-class 
citizenship is on the way out. A peaceful 
revolution has occurred overnight,”  rings 
Powell’s fighting message.

These rotten products of American 
capitalism are “ on the way out”  to the 
degree that a genuine colonial revolution 
against international imperialism and a 
militant struggle at home by the Negro 
population and the labor movement force 
them out. Real gains do not, and never 
could, occur “ overnight”  from a change of 
heart in Wall Street’s political agents. And 
Jim-Crow w'ill be really “ on the way out” 
the sooner the Negro people show the door 
to “ leaders” who muff the ball when it 
counts, and knock themselves out scoring 
points for the other side.

Notes from the News
NO. S T IL L  A N O T H E R  C H A N C E : Basket­

ba ll Coach Ken L o e ff lc r  o f LaS alle  College to ld  
h is team  ju s t  before its  frame aga inst P rin ce to n : 
“ N e x t door are a bunch o f apple-cheeked young­
sters. T h e ir fa th e rs  own the fac to rie s  you ’l l  w o rk  
in  the re s t o f your lives. T h is  is  you r la s t chance. 
So go ou t the re  and w h ip  ’em ." They did 73 —  46. 

* * *
H E ’S R IG H T ! In  a speech in  W ashington, 

D. C.i ex-P resident H a rry  S- Trum an said: “ There 
has been no pa ra lle l in h is to ry  to the cloak o f 
p ro tection  th row n  about the  a d m in is tra tion  by 
so much o f the press. . . Never in  the peacetime 
h is to ry  o f th is  na tion has there been' such a vast 
volume o f pe rs is ten t p u b lic ity  to  pra ise and exto l 
an a d m in is tra tio n .”

* * *

“ M A JE S T Y ”  OF T H E  L A W  doesn’t  count fo r  
much w ith  feudal coal barons. In  Colorado a non­
union coal company to re  down a m ine closure 
order posted by a federal m ine inspector and ran 
the inspector o f f  the p ro p e rty . When a state in ­
spector issued a s im ila r  o rder to  shut down the 
m ine and clean i t  up, the  com pany obtained a 
re s tra in in g  o rder to p ro h ib it  enforcem ent fro m  a 
judge w ith o u t a  hearing  on the dangerous w o rk ­
in g  conditions a t the  m ine. A m ong o ther th in gs  
the inspectors found explosive coal dus t —  six  t: 
twelve inches deep —  a ll along the 7,060 foo t main 
haulageway.

* * *

“ SOME P E O P LE  seem to th in k  th a t im m ig ra ­
tion  ceased to  be respectable, the day th e ir  
ancestor stepped o f f  the  boat.”  —  Boston Globe.

H E ’S R IG H T , TO O ! In  a b it te r  ed ito ria l-page 
rep ly  to  T rum an ’s a ttack on the press, James 
Rcston, W ashington correspondent o f  the New 
Y o rk  T im es, w ro te : “ Seldom in  contem porary h is ­
to ry  has an opposition p a rty  been so slow o r so 
ine ffec tive  in i ts  c ritic ism  o f m a jo r policies as the 
Dem ocrats in the Hast two years. They have been 
ve ry  much to  the fo re  in c r it ic iz in g , the D ixon- 
Yates pow er con tract, the  P resident’s association 
w ith  Bobby Jones, the  a d m in is tra tio n ’s fa rm  p ro ­
gram , the tra p p in g  ,of squ irre ls  on th e ' W h ite  
House law n and M r. E isenhower’s church-going, 
b u t on the b ig  issues in vo lv ing  c iv il libe rties  and 
peace and w a r th e ir  tard iness and t im id ity  have 
been rem arkab le .”

* * *
RR BR O TH E R H O O D  A T T A C K S  P A P E R . The

weekly paper, Labor, is published by  15 ra ilroad  
labor unions, o f which the Brotherhood o f Loco­
m otive Engineers is one. The BLF. has called 
Labor a “ scandal sheet”  and accused i t  o f biased 
repo rting . Labo r has to ld the B LE  to  re tra c t or 
ge t ou t o f the pu b lish ing  pa rtnersh ip . Core o f the 
trouble is believed to  be L a b o r’s a ttacks on the 
E isenhower appointee J. A. H a ll, ICC D irec to r o f 
Locom otive inspection. H a ll, a fo rm e r engineer 
was named when the p rev ious nom ination  of 
Charles II.  Grossman, favored by  m ost o f  the ra il 
brotherhoods, was w ith d ra w n  'because he was too 
pro -labor.
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Witch Hunt 
Bill Attacked 
In Wisconsin

M A D IS O N , Wise., A p r i l 13 — 
The Prange b ill,  p ro h ib it in g  “ a l­
te ra tion  o f the constitu tiona l 
fo rm  o f governm ent”  and re ­
q u ir in g  lo y a lty  oaths from  pub­
lic  employees, as w e ll as se tting  
up an apparatus o f inqu is ition , 
was met by considerable opposi­
tion  before a Jud ic ia ry  com m it­
tee hearing o f the W isconsin 
State Leg is la ture .

A lb e rt S tergar, representing 
the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty , de­
scribed the b il l as “ another a t­
tem p t by the B ig  Money Boys 
to destroy the B il l o f R ights.

“ They have been able to buy 
elections up to now,”  said S ter­
gar, “ bu t they fe a r la bo r’s pow­
er, they know  a Labor P a rty  
would represent the needs and 
asp ira tions o f the m a jo r ity  and 
to preven t the inevitab le , they 
propose to destroy free elections. 
A ll th is  in  the name o f p ro te c t­
in g  the C onstitu tion .

“ I  charge th is  is  no th ing  less 
than an a ttem p t to a lte r  the 
C onstitu tion  by deceit. I  accuse 
the author o f B il l 496 S w ith  
a ttem p ting  to  subvert the free­
doms o f speech, press, and pe­
t it io n ,”  S te rga r to ld the Com­
m ittee.

Senator Prange, Republican 
from  Sheboygan County, where 
the un ion-busting  K oh le r Corp­
o ra tion  is located, was asked by 
a m em ber o f the Ju d ic ia ry  com­
m ittee, Senator T rinke , w hether 
he trus ted  the m a jo r ity  o f c it i­
zenry.

Prange, who wasn’t  sure of 
the contents o f h is own b ill,  
f in a lly  answered, “ By and la rge  
you are correct . . . we ough t 
to t r y  and n ip  th is  th in g  in  the 
bud.”

The A F L  was represented by 
J. F. F rie d rick  who read a s ta te ­
m ent from  M ayo r Zeid ler o f 
M ilwaukee saying the b ill is “ a 
stab in  the heart o f our con­
s titu tio n a l freedoms.”  F riederick  
stated the A F L  was opposed to  
shotgun leg is la tion  o f th is  k ind.

Professor B row n o f the U n i­
ve rs ity  o f W isconsin Law  School 
spoke fo r  the Am erican Associa­
tion  o f U n iv e rs ity  Professors. He 
attacked the lo y a lty  oath p ro ­
visions o f the b ill.  P ro f. Rice of 
the U n iv e rs ity  spoke fo r  the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union. 
The U nited W orld  Federa lists 
and the W isconsin branch o f the 
S ta r Legion reg istered th e ir  op­
position. The Socia list Labor 
P a rty , C iv il R ights  Congress and 
the Com m unist P a rty  also opposed 
the b ill.  O nly the M adison W om ­
an’s Club was on hand to support 
the b ill.

The Pennsylvania S e n  a t  e 
adopted by a vote o f 42-7 a b ill 
ra is ing  m axim um  unem ploym ent 
benefits fro m  $30 to $35 weekly 
and provides fo r  u n ifo rm  duration 
o f 30 weeks o f benefits instead o f 
the previous s lid in g  scale o f 1.3-30 
weeks. The M arch 31 CIO  News 
expects the low er house and 
governor to concur.

B u rn  Boss’ Ears

S trike rs  p icke ting  the Landers F ra ry  &  C lark  p lan t in New 
B rita in , Conn., discovered tape recorder microphones secreted at 
several spots along the fence. Here they te ll eavesdropping boss 
what they th in k  o f him . S tr ik e  o f 2,000 members o f the U n ited 
E le c trica l Radio &  Machine W orkers (independent) is supported 
by a ll unions in  c ity .

From Detroit

Is a Strike in Prospect ?
The U A W  is now nego tia ting  

its  guaranteed annual wage plan 
and o ther contract demands w ith  
General M otors (325,000 w o rk ­
ers), Ford (135,000) and A m e ri­
can M otors (30,000). The ta lk  
around Detroit, is  th a t the ne­
go tia tions w ill continue fo r  qu ite 
a w h ile  —  maybe in to  the late 
summer. G M ’s contract expires 
M ay 29, F o rd ’s June 1, w h ile  
Am erican M otors ’ contracts ex­
p ire  at d iffe rent, tim es du ring  
the next several months. But 
W a lte r Iteu the r has stressed 
tha t he is prepared to  continue 
negotiations beyond the contract 
exp ira tion  dates, and to keep the 
p lan ts open as long as nego tia ­
tions go on. The U A W  leader­
ship doesn’t w ant a s tr ik e  i f  i t  
can be avoided; the U A W  ment^ 
hers have no eagerncs fo r  a 
s tr ik e  on the basis o f the 
union's 1955 demands, a lthough 
they w ill unquestionably sup­
port. one i f  i t  is called; th is  
means th a t the real decision on 
s tr ik e  o r no s tr ik e  th is  year is 
in  the hands of the auto barons. 

* * *
A  fa ir  Em ploym ent Practices 

o ill was f in a lly  adopted, 8u tu 
27, by the M ich igan House o f 
Representatives, a fte r  a num ber 
o f c r ip p lin g  amendments had 
been voted down. T h is  is the 
f ir s t  tim e the House has ever 
adopted an FE P C  b ill.  The 
measure now goes to  the State 
Senate, which passed a s im ila r 
h i l l  las t year on ly to have i t  
k illed  in the House. T h is  tim e 
i t  may be the Senate th a t w i l l  
t r y  to prevent enactm ent o f the 
b ill.  A ccord ing  to the D e tro it 
News on A p r i l 14, “ Senate lead­
ers said the measure m ay never

ge t out o f com m ittee in  the 
cham ber.”

* * *

The m ain fea tu re  o f the De­
t ro it  M ay Day celebration (S a t­
urday n igh t, A p r i l  30, 8:30 P.M. 
at 3000 Grand R ive r) w i l l  be a 
ta lk  by George B rie tm an, fo rm ­
er ed ito r o f the M ilita n t,  com­
bined w ith  a recording o f s ta te ­
ments by James P. Cannon, 
na tiona l cha irm an o f the Social­
is t W orkers P a rty . The ta lk  is 
en titled  “ The Changes in the 
W orld Since We W ere Born and 
the Prospects fo r  Socialism  in 
the U.S.”

* * *

J it te ry  D e tro it Council adopted 
a reso lution on A p r il 6 fo rb id d in g  
anyone wearing da rk  glasses from  
e n te rin g  the Council chamber. 
Councilm an Eugene I. Van A n t­
werp, who in troduced the meas­
ure, said more and more specta­
to rs  were w earing  da rk  glasses. 
“ Supposing one o f them  shot a 
Councilman —  or some other 
citizen — how could he be iden- 
de n tifie d? ”  —  said the nervous 
solon.

A le tte r  in A p r i l 8 Labor's 
D a ily  a ttacks the A tto rn e y  Gen­
era l’s lis tin g  since 1949 o f the 
In d u s tria l W orkers o f the W orld  
as “ subversive.”  “ The W obblies 
are aga inst cap ita lism ,”  says the 
w r ite r , “ There ’s no th ing  I know 
o f in the U n ited  States C onstitu ­
tion  th a t says we have to have 
cap ita lism  here. B u t when the 
governm ent makes i t  look like  
the p ro f i t  system and dem ocratic 
governm ent are one and the same 
■thing, then the governm ent is ju s t 
p la y in g  the bosses’ game.”

Youngstown Area Steel 
Unions Adopt 30 -40 ; 
Say GAW Not Enough

The 30-hour week at 40-hours pay has become an issue 
in the fight for the Vice-presidency of the CIO United 
Steelworkers of America. The annual two-day con-
vention (M arch  25 and 26) o f i  
a ll steel union local o ffice rs  o f 
D is tr ic t 26, which covers the 
im p o rta n t Y oungstown area, 
unanim ously adopted a reso lu­
tion  in  fa vo r o f the 30-hour 
w o rk  'week. I. W . A be l, Secre­
ta ry -T reasu re r o f the in te rn a ­
tiona l, caugh t the s p ir it  o f the 
occasion and came out fo r  30- 
for-40.

A no the r s ig n if ic a n t aspect o f 
the conference was the presence 
o f Joseph P .M oloney, D is tr ic t  4 
(IB uffa lo -Lackaw anna area) D i­
rector, as the m ain speaker a t 
the banquet w h ich c lim axed the 
conference. E a r lie r  a reso lu tion  
had been passed com m ending 
M oloney fo r  his candidacy fo r  
In te rn a tio n a l V ice - president 
aga inst the hand-picked choice 
o f S tee lw orkers’ P resident David 
J. McDonald.

The f ig h t  fo r  the V ice -p res i­
dency is the f i r s t  d ire c t cha l­
lenge to M cDonald, who took 
over the leadership o f the union 
upon P h ilip  M u rra y ’s death. M c­
Donald set ou t to convert the 
union in to  a personal k ingdom  
and disgraced the  la bo r move­
m ent w ith  h is  com pany-m inded 
statem ents and w ith  h is  a rm -in ­
arm  to u rin g  o f the  steel p lan ts 
w ith  Ben jam in F a irless and o th ­
e r top executives o f the steel 
corporations.

M cD o n a l d  c h a l l e n g e d

Soon a fte r  the death in  Janu­
a ry  o f V ice -pres ident James G. 
Thim m es, an opponent o f M c­
Donald, the la t te r  announced his 
choice o f H ow ard Hague fo r  the 
vacant post. Hague, lik e  M c­
Donald h im se lf, had “ risen frq m  
the ranks”  o f the  un ion ’s o ffice  
s ta ff.  The choice o f Hague m et 
the resistance o f a sizeable m in o r­
ity  o f the un ion ’s executive 
board.

Soon th e re a fte r M oloney, the 
B u ffa lo  D is tric t. D irec to r, cha l­
lenged M cDonald 's choice by an ­
nouncing his own candidacy. 
M oloney’s defiance o f M cDonald 
is couched in  the  po lite s t words 
possible, re a ff irm in g  his great 
love and adm ira tion  fo r  M cDon­
ald, etc. Th is honeyed ta lk , how­
ever conceals a desperate f ig h t  
in the top echelons o f the S tee l­
w orkers ’ bureaucracy.

C H A N C E  FO R  R A N K S
This f ig h t  a t the  top gives 

the ra n k  and f i le  a chance —  
which o therw ise  is  a ll too ra re  
in th is  union —  to  make its e lf  
fe lt .  The D is tr ic t  26 conference 
s ig n ifie s  th a t M oloney’s back­
ers rea lize they m ust m obilize 
ran k -a n d -file  suppo rt to  beat 
McDonald. To do th is  the y  can­
no t a ffo rd  to le t the f ig h t  seem 
to be s im p ly  over who gets the 
im p o rta n t and w e ll-p a id  job  o f 
V ice-P resident (even though the 
issue o f a man fro m  the m ills

David J. McDonald, President 
o f (he CIO  United S tee lworkers 
has ro lled up a record o f chuin- 
miness w ith  steel bosses and 
treachery to steel w orkers on 
s trike . H is latest, move was to 
order the B irm ingham  steel 
s tr ik e rs  back to w o rk  a fte r  
they launched a sym pathy 
s tr ik e  in beha lf o f the em­
battled ra ilroad  and telephone 
w orkers in  the South.

versus a M cDonald appointee 
who never saw the inside o f a 
steel m ill except as a to u r is t  has 
a ce rta in  p o p u la r ity .)

The steel w o rkers  are plagued 
w ith  im m ediate and pressing 
economic problem s. A s  I .  W . 
Abe l pointed out, the  steel in ­
d u s try  w i l l  produce 100 m illio n  
net tons o f steel th is  year w ith  
64,000 less w o rkers  than in  1953. 
Over 200,000 s tee lw orkers were 
la id o f f  d u rin g  1954 and m any 
others are on p a rt- t im e  w o rk  
weeks. These are the problem s 
co n fro n tin g  the ranks o f the 
union. Connecting the f ig h t  
aga inst the M cDonald m achine 
w ith  the 30-for-40 answer to  
these problem s can m obilize 
po w e rfu l support.

I .  W . Abel said: “ I t  is  m y  
op in ion th a t the guaranteed an r 
nual wage is no t necessarily the 
answer to ou r problems. T rue i t  
would have benefits fo r  our 
members, hu t we have developed 
beyond the po in t where the 
guaranteed annual wage alone 
would solve the problem . W e 
m ust couple i t  w ith  a reduction  
in the w o rk  hours.”

The steel union is the union 
which f ir s t  and forem ost has 
been com m itted to the G A W  as 
a cure -a ll. I t  was P h ilip  M u r­
ra y ’s pet po in t fo r  m any years. 
Now face to  face w ith  la y -o ffs , 
p a rt-tim e  w o rk  and autom ation , 
i t  is  being adm itted th a t, w h ile  
G A W  would secure ce rta in  
gains, i t  would not solve the  
m ost pressing problems.

Democratic Victory in Chicago's Election
CH IC AG O , A p r i l 13 —  The 

fa c t tha t R ichard J. Daley was 
elected M ayor here on A p r i l 5 
and the Dem ocratic P a rty  won 
an overw helm ing v ic to ry  in  the 
aldcrm anic election, would pr- 
d in a r ily  m e rit l i t t le  a tten tion . 
W hat is s ig n ifica n t, however, is 
the decisive ro le  played by the 
organized labo r movement and 
the  c ity ’s huge N egro  popula­
tion  in  m aking the Dem ocratic 
v ic to ry  possible.

The labor movement, A F L  and 
CIO, made its  w e ig h t fe lt  both 
in  the selection o f the candidate 
and in la s t Tuesday’s sweeping 
v ic to ry . M onths before the Feb. 
22 p r im a ry  elections CIO  and 
A F L  com m ittees demanded th a t 
“ do no th in g ”  M ayor Kennedy he 
dumped. The man o f the  hour 
was R ichard J. Da ley. Labor 
leaders issued statem ents, a t ­
tack in g  M ayor Kennedy fo r  his 
fa ilu re  to prevent ra c ia l violence 
over the T ru m b u ll P ark housing 
issue. They buttonholed Demo­
c ra tic  com m itteem en and urged 
D a ley ’s nom ination .

K E N N E L L Y  D U M P E D
The Negro press and p ro m i­

nent: N egro spokesmen backed 
the Daley cam paign. U nder th is  
pressure, the w e ll-o iled  Demo­
c ra tic  machine turned its  back 
on the incum bent M ayo r K en­
nedy.

In  the p r im a ry  cam paign K en­
nedy received the backing o f 
the press, the Cham ber o f Com­
merce plus the c lean-up-the-c ity  
un ive rs ity  elements. E ve ry th in g  
in the book was th row n a t Daley 
and the reg u la r Dem ocratic o r­
ganization .

Chicagoans were rem inded o f

the co rru p t practices o f the 
K e lly -N ash  machine. Bossism in 
po litics  was lashed. Chicago was 
painted as a c ity  o f “ s in  and 
ev il.”  Charges o f frau d u le n t 
vote rs ’ lis ts  and “ ghost vo te rs ”  
were cited. Congressman D aw ­
son, p rom inen t N egro Dem ocra­
tic  po litic ian  was po inted to  as 
the symbol o f c o rru p t practices.

B u t i t  was a ll to  no ava il —  
spearheaded by the solid backing 
o f the labor movement and the 
enthusiastic support o f Chicago’s 
N egro  wards, Kennedy was de­
feated and Daley nom inated. The 
an ti-K en ne lly  fee ling  in  the N e ­
gro wards ran so h igh th a t such 
a d ig n ita ry  as A rch iba ld  Carey, 
appointed by E isenhower to  a 
U n ited  N ations post, was de feat­
ed —  along w ith  Kennedy —  in  
the Dem ocratic prim aries .

The c ity  elections la s t Tues­
day saw the Republican candi­
date R obert M e rriam  p itted  
aga inst Daley. M e rriam  was 
backed by the same crowd th a t 
had endorsed Kennedy. The 
same charges were repeated —  
sin, co rrup tion , bossism, con­
nection w ith  the underw orld , etc. 
The Chicago D a ily  News even 
produced w h a t i t  called p roo f 
o f “ ghost vo te rs”  lis ts , phony 
reg is tra tio ns  and fake  voters 
used by Congressman Dawson’s 
po litica l machine. The “ re fo rm ”  
movement was in  fu l l  sw ing, un­
der the banner o f the R epub li­
can candidate.

R A C IS T  SUPPO RT
B ut the s to ry  o f the p r im a ry  

was repeated in  the elections. 
Labor came ou t solid fo r  Daley. 
The N egro wards p iled  up huge 
m a jo ritie s  fo r  the  Dem ocratic

candidate. The Negro press re ­
flected the resentm ent o f the 
com m unity  aga inst the attacks 
on Congressman Dawson.

A s  the  newspaper Crusader 
commented: A  strange com bina­
tion  backs M erriam . He has the 
u n ive rs ity  “ good governm ent”  
crowd and the Cham ber o f Com­
merce. He also has the  W h ite  
C ircle League, the: D a ily  Calu- 
m ent and the Southeast Econo­
m is t —  ad prom oters o f race 
hatred and the in s tig a to rs  o f 
violence around the T ru m b u ll 
P ark  housing issue.

T ru m b u ll Park was ve ry  much 
an issue in  the elections. D a ley’s 
answer to ad charges o f co rrup ­
tion , connection w ith  crim e and 
vice, was to charge “ sm ear”  and 
emphasize the p a rt o f his p ro ­
gram  which described Chicago 
as the  m e lting  pot o f a ll races, 
re lig ions, creeds and colors. I t  
was th is  emphasis th a t proved 
decisive in  D a ley ’s v ic to ry .

W IIA T  NO W ?
N ow  th a t the v ic to ry  is won 

and the “ r ig h t  D em ocrat’.’ is 
m ayor o f Chicago and now th a t 
the Dem ocrats have t ig h t  con­
tro l o f the c ity  council and the 
c ity  o ffices, the question arises: 
w h a t changes are on the w ay 
fo r  Chicago ?

W ill the ra t- in fe s te d  slum 
bu ild ings, u n f it  fo r  human res i­
dence, be cleared away ? W ill 
the constant th re a t o f f ire ,  in 
the spreading slums end? Is 
a new era o f rac ia l eq ua lity  and 
desegregation on the w ay ? Is  
there a be tte r day ahead fo r  
Chicago’s w orkers  ?

Chicago’s w o rkers— w h ite  and 
black— ra llie d  to the  Dem ocratic

banner because the y  believed 
th a t the election o f R ichard 
Da ley and the whole Dem ocratic 
P a rty  s la te  would do som ething 
fo r  the in te rests o f the w orkers  
and Negro people.

A t  the m om ent the w orkers 
fee l they have dea lt the reac­
tionaries  and rac is ts  a severe 
blow. They fee l th a t the y  w ill 
have more o f a say in  th is  new 
c ity  a d m in is tra tion . Above a ll 
they  have the fe e lin g  th a t  the 
labor and Negro movem ent acted 
as an organized and po w e rfu l 
force p o lit ic a lly .

B ut a ll experience demon­
stra tes tha t Daley w i l l  tu rn  out 
to be no d iffe re n t than Kenne lly . 
N o r w ill the Dem ocratic m a­
chine, owned and operated x by 
B ig  Business, change its  spots. 
Th is is bound to  b r in g  d is illu s ­
ionm ent to  the w orkers  o f 
Chicago.

B u t the very ex te n t o f con­
scious and organized po litica l 
action by the union and Negro 
movements in  th is  election w ill 
suggest a new course —  once
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the d is illus ionm en t w ith  D a ley 
sets in. The question w ill be posed 
by more and m ore w o rke rs : 
“ W hy no t use our p o lit ic a l pow­
er, no t to  e lect “ fr ien ds  o f la ­
bo r”  h u t d ire c t representa tives 
fro m  the ranks o f labo r and the 
N egro people?

A nd when the Chicago exper­
ience is m u ltip lie d  by enough 
loca l and na tiona l experiences, 
the w orkers w i l l  come to rec­
ognize and count on th e ir  inde­
pendent p o lit ic a l power.

When th a t rea liza tion  h its  
home w orkers w i l l  tu rn  th e ir  
backs on the boss con tro lled po­
lit ic a l m achine and s tr ik e  ou t 
on th e ir  own. I t  w il l be a g rea t 
day fo r  A m erican labor and the 
N egro  m in o rity  when an inde­
pendent Labor P a rty  is  launch­
ed and w orkers w i l l  no longer 
have to  vote fo r  a g re a te r o r  
lesser ev il.

Pioneer Pocket L ib ra ry
1. The Death A go ny  o f Capi­

ta lism  and the  Tasks o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l

T h is basic docum ent was d ra ft ­
ed by Leon T ro ts k y  and adopt­
ed by the  F ound ing  Conference 
o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. 
64 pages, 25c.

2. The Suppressed Testa­
m ent o f Lenin, by Leon T ro ts k y
T h is  document re p r in ts  Le n in ’s 
la s t advice to  h is p a r ty  and 
exp la ins w hy S ta lin  suppress­
ed it .  48 pages, 25c.
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