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British women are raising a storm against further 

atomic bomb tests because of the genetic hazards to future 
generations. An extraordinary demonstration of women
occurred in the House o f Com­
mons on .March 22 when the H- 
bomb test p e ril was debated.

The debate fo llow ed w arn ings 
by leading scientists th a t i f  bomb 
tests continue, accumulated rad io ­
a c tiv ity  in the atm osphere could 
do incalculable harm  to new 
generations. R a d ioac tiv ity  can 
damage the genes, the tin its  o f 
he red ita ry  m a tte r passed on from  
parents to ch ildren, and change 
inherited physica l s truc tu res and 
function«.

Not on ly procreation o f mon­
s tros itie s  is feared, but ‘ ‘a general 
de te rio ra tion  o f the human 
stock . . .  a loss o f v igo r, a 
reduction in health, an increase 
in he red ita ry  disease, a decline in 
physical a b ility ,”  according to 
science com m entator W aldem ar 
K aem pffe rt in the March 27 N. Y. 
T imes.

SCEN ES IN  COM M ONS

When the C hurch ill govern­
m en t^  .spokesmen fa lse ly  claimed 
women need not fe a r the genetic 
e ffects o f the increased rad ia tion  
fro m  the 65 o r b o  nuclear ex­
plosions th a t have already taken 
place, Lyne reports, “ m ost o f the 
women MBs, especially those on 
the labo r benches, were no t 
satisfied.”

•T R E M E N D O U S  F E E L IN G ”
D r. E d ith  S um m ersk ill, a m in ­

is te r in the fo rm e r A ttle e  cabinet 
and now cha irm an o f the Labor 
Parity, demanded th a t the na tu ra l 
scientists o f B r ita in , the U n ited 
States, the Soviet? Union and 
France be called toge the r im ­
m ediate ly \.o issue a w orld -w ide 
w a rn in g  o f the e ffe c t o f nuclear 
rad ia tion on the health o f present 
and fu tu re  generations. T h is  was 
voted down a fte r  intense debate 
by a 290 to 250 vote.

“ Scenes rem in iscent o f B r ita in ’s 
h is to ric  su ffra g e tte  movement 
have ju s t been witnessed in  W est­
m in s te r,”  w rite s  London corro- 
pondent Peter Lyne, in  the March 
27 C hris tian  Science M on ito r. He 
rep o rts  that, “ dread o f ithe danger 
to hum an li fe  fro m  H-Bom b ex­
pe rim en ts ,”  as w e ll ias fe a r o f 
a tom ic w ar, has “ spurred the 
women as they have not been 
spurred since they fo u g h t fo r  
.the ir r ig h t  to vote in the years 
before the 1914 w’a r.”

The Monitor reveals that ob­
servers in Westminster felt the 
Churchill regime “put up a weak 
performance and failed to recog­
nize the tremendous feeling . . . 
stirred up by the hydrogen bomb 
question and especially the extent 
to which women are becoming 
united and resolute for some new 
action to counter the nuclear 
threat.” Lyne adds: “The packed 
public galleries in the Commons 
were deeply impressed by the 
case Dr. Summerskill presented.”

Turn Seen in " Cold War ” 
To Yalta-Type Diplomacy

By Joseph Hansen
Two themes vied for priority in the headlines of the 

week ending March 27. One was the possibility of war 
against China within a few weeks. The other was the
p o ss ib ility  o f a B ig  F o u r con -i> -------------------------------------------------------
fe re iice  to ease w orld  tensions.

The pressure fo r  an im m ediate 
a tta ck  on China, should the  islands 
o f Quemoy and M atsu be occupied 
by troops o f the Mao governm ent, 
emanated fro m  the r ig h t  w in g  of 
the Republican P a rly . The m ost 
be llige ren t and provocative s ta te ­
ments were made by A dm ira l 
Carney, and »Senators Knowland, 
B ridges and M cCarthy.

T h e ir a rgum ent bo ils down to 
th is : I f  Chiang Kai-shek refuses 
to g ive up these islands, which | 
a rc  p a r t o f China, th e  U n ited  
States has no choice bu t Co back 
the d ic ta to r w ith  arm ed force, 
even a t the r is k  o f p re c ip ita tin g  
an atom ic w o rld  w ar.

“ T H E  T IM E S ”  IR R IT A T E D
The clam or fo r “ w ar now ”  was 

•so h ig lup itched  th a t even the 
.staid N. Y. Tim es became a b it  
alarm ed. This a u th o rita tiv e  voice

St. Paul-Picture 
Of Meat-Packing 
Railroad Center

------By Farrell Dobbs-------
N ationa l Secretary 

Socialist W orkers P arty

ST. P A U L , M arch 21 —  This
c ity , along w ith  ne ighboring
M inneapolis, serves as a m a jo r 

d is tr ib u tio n  cen­
te r fo r  the g ra in , 
da iry  and poul­
t ry  fo rm ers  o f
M innesota, the 
Dakotas and east­
ern M ontana. The 
ra ilroad , tru c k ­
ing and w are­
house industries 
thus p lay a la rge 
role in the local 
economy.

DOBBS M oa l P e k in g , 
concentrated in 

South St. Paul, constitu tes the 
m ain component o f in d u s tria l 
production in the St. P au l area. 
There is also a lim ite d  an jount 
o f d ive rs ified  production in such 
linos as Scotch tape and abra­
sives, auto assembly, telephone 
and re fr ig e ra to r  m anufacture , 
breweries and general construc­
tion .

Am ong the ea rliest c ities  to he 
organized on a c ra f t  un ion ba­
sis, St. Paul is p r im a r ily  an 
A F L  town. The CIO has its  
m ain s treng th  in  the packing­
houses. T h is  being the home te r ­
m ina l o f the N orthern  P acific  
and Great N o rthe rn  ra ilw a y  sys­
tems, the ra ilroa d  unions a rc  an 
im portan t p a r t o f the local la ­
bor movement.

German and Ir is h  n a tio n a lity  
groups predom inate in the c ity ’s 
popu lation. The la rge  percen­
tage o f Catholics among these 
na tio n a litie s  is reflected in the 
fa c t tha t around one-th ird  o f the 
local schools are C atholic pa r­
ochial in s titu tion s . Sm all Negro 

(Continued on page 3)

o f the dom inan t seolion o f A m e r­
ica's ru le rs  swung an ed ito ria l 
paddle on C h iang ’s Am erican 
lobby M arch 27: ,‘T t  is tim e th a t 
the fire  - eaters in  W ashington, 
w hether in  the Pentagon or else­
where, w ent in to  silence.”

T h is po lite  way o f te llin g  the 
most vociferous war-m ongers to 
shut up does not prove tha t the 
Times is any more peace-loving 
than they are. I t  is s im p ly  th a t 
loud ta lk  fo r “ w ar now”  ru ts  
across the m ajor d ip lom atic  
.r.aneuver that, the Eisenhower 
a d m in is tra tion  is at present en­
gaged in ; tha t is, a tu rn  tow ard 
conferences w ith  Moscow.

W ashington is not prepared 
fo r immediate, w a r. I t  is su ffic ien t 
to note, fo r  example, th a t ne ither 
Germ any nor Japan are as yet 
armed. W hile  tha t and other con­
d itions are being fu lf il le d , the 
E isenhower ad m in is tra tio n  is 
especially concerned about mend­
ing' its  d ip lom atic  .fences. T ha t 
means p r im a r ily  p u tt in g  on a 
“ peace”  dem onstra tion  so th a t 
the blame fo r  the eventual ou t­
break o f h o s tilit ie s  aga inst the 
Soviet bloc fa lls  less cloarLy on 
W all S treet.

N E E D  K R E M L IN ’S H E L P
To accomplish th a t requires the 

cooperation o f the K rem lin . T h is  
can best be done th rou gh  secret 
conferences in v o lv in g  on ly  m inor 
concessions by the im p e ria lis t 
powers-, A no the r im p o rta n t aim , 
as the recent pub lica tion  o f the 
Y a lta  documents served to  rem ind 
the w orld , is to secure the aid 
o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy in 
heading o f f  or b e tra y in g  w o rk ­
ing-class revo lu tions and colon ia l 
up ris ings.

A t present the k ind o f .  con­
ferences sought by the E isen­
hower a d m in itra lio n  aim at. prob­
ing in p a rticu la r what Moscow 
can do to help contain the Chinese 
revo lu tion.

That, is w hy Eisenhower took 
the in it ia t iv e  in again ra is in g  the 
question o f a conference w ith  the 
cu rre n t heads o f the S ta lin is lt 
bureaucracy. Th is was done f irs t  
by a declaration by Dem ocratic 
Senator George on the ad v isa b ility  
o f a get-together.

Senator George acted as an 
“ icebreaker”  fo r  Dulles and Eisen­
hower, as one W ashington co r­
respondent. pu t it .  George’s State- 
m ent served p r im a r ily  as fo rm a l 
notice by the Dem ocratic P a rty  
that- i t  would no t seek to make 
po litica l cap ita l out o f a con­
ference o f the Y a lta  type.

E isenhower fo llowed up im ­
m ediate ly by pu b lic ly  p ro ffe r in g  
an olive branch to Moscow; and 
B u lgan in  responded in k ind.

H is to ric  experience testifies 
tha t a rep e titio n  o f the Y a lta  
experience w ill not b ring  peace 
to the world . Resum ption o f 
Y a lta -type  diplom acy s i m p 1 y 
means tha t the cold w ar takes a 
new form  as W a ll S treet con­
tinues the preparations fo r the 
th ird  world w ar tow ard which if 
has been heading since the end 
o f W orld W ar I I .

Auto Union Ready to Strike 
For GAW, Convention Shows

“ ■ 1 <J> --------------------------------------------------------- -----------  5 )   

Blessed Are the Peacemakers

Bevan Ouster Blocked, But 
Labor Party Crisis Deepens

By .John White
LONDON, March 24 — Right wing trade union lead­

ers unequivocally demanded the expulsion of Aneurin 
Bevan at yesterday’s meeting of the National Executive 
Com m ittee o f the Labo r P a r ty .-fy

A few  days before the N.E.C. 
m eeting these leaders had m et 
secre tly in  a W estm inster hotel 
and decided Bevan’s head should 
ro ll. Present a t th is  m eeting was 
A r th u r  Deakin —  no t a member 
o f the N .E.C ., b u t the m ost 
dom ina ting  ant.i-B cvanite f ig u re  
in  r ig h t  w ing  trade union circles.
-Also present was H ugh G aits- 
ke ll, a r ig h t  w in g  Labor p o li­
tic ian  and staunch a lly  o f Deak­
in. G a itske ll is a m ost vicious 
enemy o f the loft., , who owes 
his position as P a rty  T reasu re r 
to the trade union bureaucracy.
By the aid  o f th e ir  block o f 
votes he defeated Bevan fo r  the 
job a t the la s t Labor P a rty  
Conference.

G a itske ll and r ig h t-w in g  lead­
ers fro m  the m iners ’ union and 
the vas t General and M un ic ipa l 
W orkers U nion, led the a ttack  
aga inst Bevan a t the three hour 
session o f the  N .E.C. They in ­
sisted on h is rem oval fro m  the 
P a rty  despite the opposition o f 
the rank and f ile  o f the move­
m ent, as evidenced in  the  hun­
dreds o f reso lu tions th a t have 
been carried by Constituency 
Labor P arties  and trade union 
branches up and down the coun­
try .  T h a t opposition  was re fle c t­
ed in  the la rge  m in o rity  vote 
(112. to 141) cast by Labor 
Members o f P arliam ent against 
I he rem oval o f the Labor whip 
fro m  Bevan last week.

However, the rab id  an ti-B ov- 
an ites fa iled  in th e ir  im m ediate

objective. Bevan was no t ex­
pelled a t th is  m eeting. Instead, 
a proposition  moved by A ttlee , 
the leader o f the P a rlia m e n ta ry  
Labor P a rty , was carried. A c­
cord ing to press reports  A ttle e  
appealed fo r  “ m oderation.”  By 
14 votes to  13 the N.E.C. agreed 
to set. up a sub-com m ittee to 
in te rv ie w  A neurin  Bevan and 
“ seek sa tis fa c to ry  prom ises o f 
good behavior in the fu tu re .”

The r i f t  between A ttle e  and 
the trade un ion r ig h t  w ing  stems 
fro m  the d iffe re n t positions they 
occupy in the Labor movement. 
Both, i t  is true , are in fu n d a ­
m ental opposition to the mass 
le f t  w in g  which Bevan re flec ts ; 
both s tr iv e  to m a in ta in  the L a ­
bor P a rty  in a coa lition  w ith  the 
Tories  on a ll m a jo r aspects of 
fo re ig n  a ffa irs ;  both w a n t to 
defeat the demands by the  P ar­
ty 's  base fo r  a socia lis t p rogram . 
The trade  union leadership, how­
ever, un like  A ttle e , rests on a 
bureaucra tic  s tru c tu re  outside o f 
the Labo i P a rty . A ttlee  is thus 
subjected, more than these re­
actiona ry  trade union tops, to 
the in te rn a l pressures o f the 
P arty .

The prospect o f an im m ediate 
general election weighed more 
heav ily  on A ttlee . In  the days 
preceding the N.E.C. m eeting 
the press was filled  w ith  ob­
v ious ly  inspired rum ors th a t 
C hurch ill intended to re t ire  in 
the near fu tu re  and the Tories 

(C ontinued on page 3)

Democrats Fail 
To Fight for Own 
Tax-Cut Measure

A Jo in t Congressional C om m it­
tee on M arch 26 k illed  the $10 per 
cap ita  tax-cu t voted by the House.

O rig in a lly , the Democrats p ro ­
posed a $20 cut fo r  each ta x ­
payer and S20 fo r each o f his 
dependents. T h is  was speedily 
modified by the Dem ocrats to $20 
fo r  bo th a husband and w ife  — 
$10 each —  and $10 each fo r  o ilie r 
dependents.

The Dem ocrats m ilked a ll the 
po litica l propaganda Value they 
could ou t o f a demagogic appeal 
fo r  the ta x  cut, then fa ile d  to  
f ig h t fo r  i t  in  .the Senate, which 
the Democrats con tro l.

W A R  A N D  T A X E S
Republicans howled “ p o litic s ” 

b u t opposed even the. m ise rly  cu t 
proposed by the Democrats. The 
Democrats answered th a t the 
GOP w il l  t r y  to pu ll the sarnie 
po litica l stunt, o r a s im ila r one in 
the nex t election year.

A lm ost a ll the taxes workers 
are now forced to  pay were levied 
under Dem ocratic adm in is tra tions. 
These taxes are required m ostly 
because o f the w a r costs, which 
h a v e  m u ltip lied  governm ent 
spending 800% since 1940.

. W hile  ta lk in g  about ia x  cuts, 
the Dem ocrats continue to  demand 
b igg e r “ defense”  spending.

Next Week;
An article on the late 

Walter White, NAACP 
Executive Secretary, by 
Jean Blake, will appear 
in next week’s Militant.

WOMEN S JOB RIGHTS 
ROUSE HEATED DEBATE

By George Breitman
CLEVELAND, March 27 — Frederick Engels noted 

many years ago that F. M. Fourier, the French Utopian 
Socialist, was “ the firs t to declare that in a given society 
the degree o f em ancipation of,®--------------------------------------------------------
women is the na tu ra l expression 
o f the general em ancipation.”

T h is tru th  can probably be 
adapted as fo llow s : A  un ion ’s a t ­
titud e  to women w orkers today 
is an expression o f its  general 
level o f class consciousness. A nd  
o f the degree to  which i t  has 
resisted o r been in fected by p re­
v a ilin g  conservative and even re ­
ac tiona ry  curren ts .

A t  any ra te , the on ly  rea l de­
bate on the f irs t  day o f the 15th 
convention o f the U n ited  A u to  
W orkers, CIO, was the one th a t 
broke out over “ the woman 
question.”  A lthough  the debate 
was cu t o f f  before a ll the dele­
gates who wanted to speak go t 
the flo o r, i t  shed considerable 
l ig h t  on the moods and sen ti­
ments o f a sizable section o f the 
convention, inc lud ing  the Reu- 
th c r leadership.

W H Y  T H E  D E B A T E ?
At. the last U A W  convention 

in 1953 there  was also the be­
g in n in g  o f a d ispute over the 
lig h ts  o f women workers. But. i t  
en listed on ly  a few  speakers. 
T h is  tim e  i t  w en t deeper and 
.fu rth e r. W hy?

The main reason is tha t the 
auto w orkers  experienced serious 
la y o ffs  du rin g  1954. The union 
leaders fa iled  to  provide the 
members w ith  any e ffec tive  p ro ­
gram  to figh t unem ploym ent. 
Th is fa ilu re  created an oppor­
tu n ity  lo r  the more backward 
elements in the union to come 
fo rw a rd  w ith  th e ir own “ solu­
t io n "— drive  women workers, and 
especially m arried women, out 
o f the p lants as long as any 
men w orkers are unemployed.

M ost o f the auto w orkers la id  
o f f  las t year are w o rk in g  now, 
b u t the m em ory o f those la y o ffs

W A L T E R R E U T H E R

and the c e rta in ty  o f new la yo ffs  
th is  sp ring  o r sum m er rem ain. 
-Also rem a in ing  is a s trong  p re ­
jud ice am ong U A W  members 
a g a in s t m arried  wom en w orkers, 
as anyone fa m il ia r  w ith  trends 
in the m ain  auto centers can 
te s tify . As a m a tte r o f fa c t, th is  
reac tiona ry  sen tim ent has grow n 
in the recent period. I t  has 
grow n enough so th a t its  sup­
po rte rs  fe lt  bold enough to ex­
press i t  openly on the conven­
tion  f lo o r  —  and to receive con­
siderable applause.

A n ti-w om an bias g o t its  f ir s t  
expression d u rin g  discussion o f 
a reso lu tion  on youth when one 
delegate a ttr ib u te d  ju ven ile  dc- 

(Continued on page 2)

MINNESOTA DEMOCRATS SEEK 
TO RESTRICT BALLOT RIGHTS

ST. PAUL, March 14 — A bill to make it  more d if­
ficult for minority parties and independent candidates to 
take part in election campaigns was introduced into the
Minnesota »State Le g is la tu re  las t 
week. The num ber o f s igna tu res 
required on nom ina ting  pe titions  
w ill be move than doubled under 
the proposed b ill ju m p in g  from  
the present 2,000 m in im um  fo r  a 
candidate run n ing  fo r  statew ide 
office to 5,000. Candidates fo r  
congress o r ju d ic ia l office would 
have to secure 1200 as aga inst the 
present 500.

Tacked onto a so-called “ stooge 
f ilin g s ”  b ill,  ( IL F .  1292) th a t 
otherw ise deals on ly w ith  re g u la t­
ing  p a rty  p rim aries , these sharp 
increases are an a tte m p t to bar 
m in o rity  parties and independents 
from  the b a llo t in the general 
elections. U nder cover o f the 
antagonism  to some o f the big- 
p a rty  machine tr ic k s  and maneu-

vers w ith  stooge candidates, the 
sponsors o f the b ill are t ry in g  to 
deal a b low  a t a ll nom inations by 
pe tition .

The b ill lias been in troduced and 
pushed by the Dem Ocratic-Farm - 
cr-U abor a d m in is tra tion  in M in ­
nesota th rough the house elec­
tions com m ittee chairm an. Rep­
resentative K a rl G arth , adviser to 
G overnor Freem an on election 
laws.

A fte r  20 years o f Republican 
sta te  a d m in is tra tion  in M in ­
neapolis. if remained fo r  th is  
lib e ra l and labor supported D F L  
Slate ad m in is tra tion  to  launch a 
move to c u rta il the r ig h ts  o f 
access to the ba llo t and nomina- 
iton  by pe tition .

But Reuther 
May Try to 
Back Down

By George Breitman 
CLEVELAND, March 29 

— The United Auto Work­
ers, CIO, is ready to strike, 
i f  necessary, to w in  some v a ria n t 
o f P resident W a lte r R euther’s 
guaranteed annual wage or guar- 
anteed em ploym ent plan in 1955.

T h is  was the m eaning o f to ­
da y ’s vote, a t the Minion’s 15th 
con s titu tion a l convention here, to 
»set up a $25,000,000 S trike fu n d  
th rough  a dues irtereaise.

Despite a ttem pts  o f  the ca p ita l­
is t  press to in fla te  the s treng th  
o f delegates who were opposed 
to  a dues increase, there was 
never any doub t in the convention 
th a t i t  would be adopted by a  
decisive m a jo r ity .  Less than 10 
per cent o f  the 3,100 delegates —  
m ost o f them people who gener­
a lly  support the Reuther leader­
ship —  voted aga inst the R euther- 
proposed increase in the consul­
ta tiv e  hand vote taken today.

Dues increases have never been 
popu lar o r easily p u t over in  the 
U A W  in the past. B u t the g re a t 
m a jo r ity  voted fo r  i t  th is  tim e  
because they th in k  the union m ay 
be forced too s tr ik e  th is  yea r and 
the re fo re  w i l l  have need o f a 
s tr ik e  fund, o r because they fee l 
th a t the auto corpora tions would 
in te rp re t a re jec tion  o f the dues 
increase as a s ign  o f union weak­
ness and w ould be encouraged 
the reby to act tougher in  the 
com ing negotiations.

W H Y  T IIE  D E B A T E ?
A lthough  the opposition to  the 

dues increase and the s tr ik e  fu n d  
was re la tiv e ly  sm all, the  debate 
on th is  question was so arranged 
th a t i t  became the cen tra l issue. 
There was a reason fo r  th is  
arrangem ent.

A num ber - o f im p o rtan t p rob­
lems faced the ■ delegates. W hat, 
fo r example, was the exact na ture  
of the G AW  plan and how much 
o f it was Reuther prepared to 
settle  fo r?  W hich o f the U A W ’s 
o ther con tractua l demands was 
lie w illin g  to drop in re tu rn  for. 
som ething that, could be labelled 
“ G A W ” ? W hat should the U A W  
do now, in the approaching 
negotiations, about the th rea t o f 
mass unem ploym ent resu lting  
from  autom ation, a problem which 
the G A W  does not oven begin 
to meet? W hat about the demand 
fo r  a 30-hour week at 40 hours’ 
pay ?

Eager to d istract, a tten tion  fro m  
these problem s, Reuther was 
happy to  have a prolonged d is­
cussion o f  the dues increase, 
about whose outcome there, was 
no question. And be was u n ­
doubtedly pleased th a t the leader­
ship o f Ford Local 600, the core 
o f a loose an ti-R e u the r tendency, 
was also w ill in g  -to cen ter the 
main discussion o f the conven­
tion  not around the v ita l question 
»of what the union should f ig h t 

(C ontinued on page 2)

W ill "W alloping" Our Kids End Delinquency?
By Joyce Cowley

T his  week I  attended a “ »Save 
our Y ou th ”  ra lly  at 1’ . S. 3 in  
Greenwich V illag e . Press notices 
had indicated tha t i t  was a spon­
taneous e ffo r t  on the p a rt of 
parents ' groups and c iv ic  o rgan­
iza tions to set up block com m it­
tees tha t would help young peo­
ple whose problem s were s t i l l  a t 
,i pre-delinquent stage —  before 
they came to  the a tte n tio n  o f 
the police. Instead i t  tu rned out 
to be a th in ly  disguised “ f ro n t”  
o rgan iza tion  fo r  the police them ­
selves.

One hundred youth councils 
th rou gh ou t Now Y o rk  C ity  w i l l  
call fo r  vo lun teer “ block parents.”  
James B. N olan, D epu ty  Police 
Commissioner, expla ined a l i t t le  
too em pha tica lly  th a t they  would 
no t ask block parents to be 
squealers o r in fo rm ers , bu t i t

would be necessary fo r  the po­
lice to  screen a ll volunteers. No 
doubt th is  is to  e lim ina te  sub­
versive elements —  you can’t  
te ll when you w ill . ru n  in to  a 
pa ren t who believes in F rcud i- 
anismi.

U N -T m  E R IC A  N SEX
“ F reud ian ism ”  was expla ined 

by Judge Mahoney, who made a 
keynote speech in which he called 
it- “ more dangerous than the atom 
bomb. I t ’s an un-A m erican, a n ti-  
religious» concept, w h ich holds th a t 
i f  people g e t enough to eat. and 
are sexua lly  sa tis fied , they w ill 
no t com m it crim es.”  I  can’t  re ­
call anyone advancing such an 
e lem entary p rogram  a g a i n s t  
crim e, i.e. food and sex, b u t i t  
sounds progressive and m ig h t be 
a good s ta rt in g  po in t. I  was also 
surprised to learn th a t sex is  an 
un - A m erican  a c tiv ity . Possibly 
t h e  E isenhower ad m in is tra tio n

has traced our acute shortage 
o f schools to the  num ber o f ba­
bies born.

M ahoney h im se lf has a p ro ­
gram  ou ts tand ing in its  s im p lic i­
ty  and a w fu lly  cheap, too. W a l­
lop them ! Restore corpora l pun­
ishm ent in  the schools! Make the 
k ids who are bad understand th a t 
they are bad. Make sure they 
su ffe r.

T h in gs  have come to such a 
deplorable state, said Mahoney, 
th a t even prisoners stage revo lts  
and demand th e ir  r ig h ts . “ Some­
th in g ’s w rong  w ith  the system ,”  
he concluded. “ People who v io la te  
the  law  are handed over to  psy­
c h ia tr is ts  and social w orkers who 
consider them  m en ta lly  il l .  P un­
ishm ent has become a ho rrib le  
word and we have a new -fang led 
fa lla c y  th a t there is no g u ilt . ”

In  the course o f his psycho­
log ica l research, Mahoney evident­
ly  d id  not come across “ W ho are

the G u ilty ”  by D r. David A b ra - 
hamsen, one o f the Freudian 
psych ia tris ts  whom he condemns. 
D r. A brahaniscn docs no t s lip- 
p o rt the concept th a t there is 
no g u ilt ,  fo r  he sums up by 
say ing :

“ Each society has the num ­
ber o f c rim ina ls  i t  det»erves.”

M ahoney’s v ie w po in t made a 
favo rab le  im pression, fo r  he is 
scheduled to appear on “ Spot­
ligh t. on Y ou th ,”  a new program  
w hich w ill be broadcast coast- 
to-coast.

C O N T E M P T  FOR Y O U TH
There w ere  a.num ber o f young­

sters at the m eeting, in P A L  o r 
Boy Scout un ifo rm s, handing out 
lite ra tu re  about delinquency. ( I t  
was b e a u tifu lly  p rin ted  on h igh - 
grade, glossy paper, com plim ents 
o f m y state assem blym an.) These 
are the good boys, the ones who 
toe the line. B u t I  kep t wonder­

ing how they fe it  as they heard 
such h o s t ility  and contem pt fo r  
youth, listened to meaningless 
p la titudes  and .phhny appeals fo r  
our courageous and m isunder­
stood policemen.

In an attem pt to m in im ize the 
problem , several speakers p o in t­
ed o u t th a t 97% % , o f ou r young 
people are not de linquent (o r a t 
any ra te  don’t  g e t caught.) They 
believe these youngsters w ill 
Conform to the sta tus quo and 
they can count on them no t to 
g ive any troub le .

I th in k  Com m issioner Nolan. 
Judge Mahoney and the others 
are w rong about th is  97 ' / j % . It. 
is  on ly when pro test and despair 
reach an unbearable in te ns ity  and 
can fin d  no other ou tle t tha t they 
explode in to  (he violence that 
m a k e s  headlines. The o ther 
youngsters may be searching fo r  
more constructive  measures to 
solve th e ir  problems.

They m ay, fo r  exam ple, be 
exam in ing  the question o f g u ilt  
which Judge M ahoney found so 
troublesom e. They m ay be ta k ­
ing  a good look a t the o ffic ia ls  
and po litic ian s  who are eager to 
blam e parents, comic books, a the­
ism and F reud ra th e r than face 
th e ir  own resp on s ib ility  fo r  the 
tra g ic  cris is  o f our youth. They 
m ay be question ing a society 
dom inated by greed, falsehood 
and senseless com petition, d riven 
by its  own con trad ic tions tow ard  
to ta l destruction  in an atom ic 
w ar.

Nolan and Mahoney arc  not 
rea lly  a fra id  o f one m illio n  de­
linquent teen-agers —  they ’ve got, 
an apparatus to handle them. 
T hey ’re a fra id  o f the o the r m il­
lions, the young people who w il l  
decide where the g u ilt  belongs 
and take action against the whole 
ro tten  s tru c tu re  which creates 
violence, c rim e and war.
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. . .  Ready to Strike, 
UAW Delegates Show

(Continued from  page 1)
fof- now, not around the cruc ia l 
question o f how the tuition should 
f ig h t in 1055, bu t «around the 
secondary question o f how s tr ik e  
benefits should be d is tr ib u te d  i f  
(¡here is a s trike .
•'■The main vote o f the conven­
tio n  thus took  place ove r the 
a lloca tion  <xf s tr ik e  benefits:
"  The Reu/ther leadership argaied 

■that they should «be g iven on the 
basis o f “ need," th a t is, do s tr ike rs  
s u ffe r in g  the grea test hardships 
because o f go ing on s tr ike , which 
has been «the practice  in  the U A W  
up, to  now. The an ti-R euther 
delegates argued th a t they should 
be given on the basis «of “ r ig h t , ’’ 
th a t is, every s tr ik e r  should be 
equally en titled  to a ce rta in  sum.

The R eutherites replied th a t 
they too were fo r  “ r ig h t , ”  but i t  
was im p rac tica l a t th is  tim e  be­
cause i t  would (take too anuch 
money. T h e ir opponents contend-' 
eil th a t a much b igge r S trike fund 
than $25,000,000 should he co l­
lected o r borrowed, b u t th e ir  case 
was weakned by fa ilu re  to  make 
un ifo rm  concrete proposals along 
these lines,

W H A T  W IN S  S T R IK E S
One o f the delegates, I rv in g  

G ilbe rt o f F isher Body Local 1045, 
Euclid , Ohio, made a very good 
po in t when he said, “ The kind o f 
money tha t we raise never could 
compete w ith  General M otors and 
Ford. W hat w ins s tr ikes  is the 
w illingness and readiness o f the 
workers to sacrifice in  order to 
w in  s tr ike s ."

B u t none o f the an iti-Reutherites, 
in c lud in g  Local 000 pres ident C url 
S te lla te  re fe rred  to th is  po in t. 
None o f them «told the convention 
th a t what, makes w orkers w illin g  
to sacrifice is a p ro g ra m  th a t 
meets th e ir  problems. Instead, 
they tended to im p ly  th a t  w o rk ­
er’s can be inspired to sacrifice 
m ere ly  by assuring them  o f some 
s tr ik e  benefits.

A  secondary question is not 
necessarily an un im p o rta n t one. 
There was need to discuss how 
s tr ik e  benefits should be appor­
tioned in a union w ith  a big 
m om berhip bu t w ith o u t a b ig  
s tr ik e  fun d . B u t e leva ting  th is  4x3 
the main debate a t the conven­
tion , as the an ti-R eu tber delegates 
did, instead o f f ig h tin g  fo r  a 
p ro g ra m  to mobilize the m ilitancy  
and enthusiasm  o f tlhe auto w o rk ­
ers, represented an abdication o f 
the s trugg le  aga ins t the  po lic ies 
Of Reuther.
. T h a t’s in  e ffec t w ha t happened 
a t th is  convention. The a n ti- 
R eutherites managed to  get a 
re la tiv e ly  h igh vote in  fa v o r  o f 
th e ir  stand on “ r ig h t ”  —  I 
estim ated 'that, the y  g o t around 
40 per cent o f the standing vote 
— ■ h u t i t  was a ho llow  achieve­
ment. W h ile  they d iffe re n tia te d  
themselves fro m  Reuther on a 
secondary issue, a t the same tim e  
.they gave up the f ig h t to replace 
h is class - co llabora tion  p rogram

.with a program  based on the real 
needs and in te rests  o f the w o rk ­
ers.

T h e ir surrender, o f course, 
began before th is  convention. I t  
was announced in advance last 
Novem ber a t the U A W ’s na tiona l 
economic conference in  D e tro it. 
I t  was spelled ou t when they 
agreed to shelve th e  f ig h t fo r  
the 30-hour week a,t 40 hours ’ pay 
in  response to R euther’s vague 
prom ise (repeated a t th is  conven­
tio n ) th a t he too «would be ready 
to f ig h t fo r  a sho rte r w o rk  week 
some tim e  a fte r  1«D55.

The Reuther machine, there­
fore, rem ains dom inant and, in  
any real sense, even unchallenged 
at th is  convention. W hat e ffects 
(hat w ill have on the com ing con­
trac t figh t w il l be disclosed to the 
view o f a ll in  the nex t few 
months.

P repara tion  fo r  a hard  t ig h t is 
now needed by the U A W . P ub lic ly , 
R euther ta lks  about such a figh t. 
But outside o f g e ttin g  the dues 
increase he isn’t  do ing an y th in g  
to prepare one.

On «the con tra ry , the re  are 
signs ¡that the s tra teg y  o f the 
Reutherites is no t based on 
m ob iliz ing  the w orkers  b u t on 
g e ttin g  a few  modest concessions 
on the G AW  demand th a t can be 
procla im ed as “ a v ic to ry  on the 
p rinc ip le  o f the th in g ”  and used 
to ju s t i fy  d ropp ing  o ther con­
tra c tu a l demands.

«It’s s ig n ifica n t th a t members o f 
the Reuther machine have been 
go ing around the convention ta lk ­
in g  abou/t. the “ reasonableness’ ’ o f 
R euther’s G A W  plan. “ .«After a ll,”  
they say, “ w hy  shouldn’t  the cor­
porations 'be w ill in g  to  pay a 
dime an hour per employee in to  a 
reserve fund  out o f w h ich  la id - 
o fif w orkers can ge t guarantee 
paym ents? A  dime an hour is 
on ly five per cent o f cu rre n t 
average payro ll. Is th a t un- 
reasonaole ? ”

I f  tha t is w hat R euther is 
w illin g  to settle  fo r  —  paym ents 
in to  a fund by the em ployers a t 
the ra te  o f on ly ten cents an hour 
per w o rke r —  and i f  he is  w illin g  
to ba rga in  away «other th in gs  in 
re tu rn  fo r  such a  “ v ic to ry ,”  then 
i t  is pos«sible th a t there w il l  be 
no auto s tr ik e  th is  year.

But w h ile  Reuther may be 
w illin g  to se ttle  cheap, there  is 
no ce rta in ty  tha t the corporations 
are in the same mood. As the 
M ilita n t recalled e d ito r ia lly  last 
week, everybody predicted in  1952 
th a t there would be no steel s tr ik e  
because the steel union leaders 
were w illin g  to settle  fo r  peanuts 
th a t year. B ut everyone was 
w rong and the steel corporations 
forced a 53-day s tr ik e  on the 
workers.

The same th in g  can «happen in 
auto th is  year —  unless the U A W  
shows i t  means business and is 
ready to f ig h t fo r  its  demands.

[O u r report and eva luation o f 
the second h a lf o f the LTAVV con­
vention w i l l  appear next week.]

GM-Ford "Battle of the Century”
By Sam Marcy

-d ie  who would see the coming, 
socia list revo lu tion  in  Am erica, 
can- get an advance view  o f i t  
th is  sp ring , from  the w indow of 
any car on any Sunday on any 
great h ighw ay —  when a ll the 
new models o f f  the assembly 
line  w ill be on the  road.

B u t th is , the propagandists o f 
B ig  Business te ll us, shows the 
tr iu m p h  o f cap ita lism  —  no t the 
r is in g  tide  o f socialism .

We w il l  show w hy th is  is not 
so. The ferocious w a r among 
the g ia n t auto f irm s  —  “ The 
B a ttle  o f the C e n tu ry ,”  as News­
week m agazine so splendid ly 
phrases it ,  m arks a turning- 
po in t in  the destinies o f A m e r i­
can finance  cap ita l. «For th is  
“ b a ttle ”  can on ly  be concluded« 
in  the  fo rm  o f a catastrophe fo r  
cap ita lism  in  the U n ited  States.

B u t, say our propagandists fo r  
B ig  «Business, th is  is m ere ly  the 
usual com petitive  s trugg le  among 
autom obile f irm s  fo r  la rg e r 
sales, on a la rg e r scale. Instead 
o f a m illio n  cars, as in  191G, 
there w ill now be s ix  m illio n  or 
more. Doesn’t  th is  show ca p ita l­
ism is do ing fin e  ?

STU B B O R N  FACTS
Facts, stubborn  fa c ts  —  not 

theories —  re fu te  th is . In  1916, 
there  were a m illio n  cars p ro ­
duced a lr ig h t ;  b u t the re  were 
140 companies m an u fac tu ring  
them. In  1921, there m ig h t have 
been a lm ost tw o  m illio n  cars, 
b u t «there were on ly  88 com­
panies. In  1953, there were nine 
companies and in  1954, on ly  6 
( i f  you include the “ L it t le  
Three”  w h ich arose ou t o f m e r­
gers o f K a iser w ith  W illys , 
Nash w ith  Hudson, and Packard 
w ith  S tudebaker). In  the same 
year, 1954, C h rys le r was driven  
ou t o f second place, w ith  the  net 
resu lt, th a t the  “ B ig  Tw o,”  F o ld  
and General M otors, cornered 
80th o f the autom obile business.

The s trugg le  between Ford 
and General Motor’s has become 
so fie rce , th a t they  can no long 
e r p e rm it themselves the fre e ­
dom to pub lish  th e ir  s ta tis tica l 
sales data . . .  undoctored. An 
Associated Press dispatch of 
M arch 4, state th a t “ bo th  Chev­
ro le t (G M ) and Ford claimed to 
have fin ished in  top place in the 
num ber o f passenger cars de­
livered a t re ta il la s t yea r”  — 
and both f irm s  quoted the same 
s ta tis tic ia ns , R. L. Polk and Co., 
to prove th e ir  p o in t!

The s tru g g le  between the auto 
g ian ts  is the re fo re  no t a phase 
o f “ o rd in a ry  com m ercial compe­
t it io n ,”  but a li fe  and death 
s trugg le  between m onopolists fo r 
exclusive dom ination.

GM and Ford fin d  i t  necessary 
to phony up th e ir  sales s ta tis tics  
because these are fo r  pub lic  con­
sum ption. B u t they f in d  i t  un­
necessary —  and even im pos­
sible, to cover up th e ir  re la tions 
in the de licate m atters  o f  h igh

finance, where the in tricac ies 
proved s u ffic ie n t cover from  
general pub lic  view;.

GM STOCK O F F E R IN G
The phenom inal cost o f re too l­

in g  and expanding —  especially 
the problem  o f die costs — 
makes i t  absolute ly necessary 
to ob ta in  m ore and more cash 
to finance these operations.

Thus ea rly  in  January , the 
Genera] M otors Corp. announced 
an o ffe r in g  o f  stock in  the 
am ount o f $325 m illio n  fo r  ap­
p ro x im a te ly  414 m illio n  shares. 
The c a p ita lis t press ran ou t o f 
superla tives in describ ing the 
stock issue.

N ow  the  purpose o f the stock- 
sale, n a tu ra lly , was to  ob ta in  a 
q u a rte r o f a  b illio n  do lla rs, 
w ith o u t bo rrow ing  fro m  the 
hankers, and w ith o u t c rea ting  a 
debt on which in te res t has to  be 
paid. In  f lo a t in g  the  stock issue, 
GM said i t  o ffe red i t  fo r  sale 
to w ha t i t  described as its  
“ fa m ily  o f 460,000 shareholders.”  
Had th is  “ fa m ily  o f 460,000 
shareholders”  exercised its  fu l l  
r ig h t  to  purchase th is  stock, i t  
would have indeed constitu ted 
the h igh w a te r m ark  in  the h is­
to ry  o f A m erican finance cap i­
ta l. F o r th a t would have m eant 
th a t 460,000 people had enough 
surp lus money to purchase GM' 
stock.

M organ Stanley and Co., the 
House o f M organ ’s g ian t under­
w r it in g  f irm , put on a trem en­
dous p u b lic ity  cam paign to put 
the stock issue across. On the 
opening day, when M organ’s 850 
employees awaited the deluge o f 
m ail, on ly  one cheek fo r  the 
purchase o f stock a rrived  — 
tha t o f the duPonts, fo r  $75 
m illio n . T h is  astonish ing fac t 
went unnoticed by the broad 
public, because i t  was buried on 
the inside pages in  a sm all AP  
dispatch o f M arch 4, under the 
by-line o f A r th u r  M erim s.

The s ign ificance o f th is  'even t 
can ha rd ly  be overestim ated; i t  
is tan tam oun t to the grand 
opening o f a store, where a ll the 
sales c le rks a w a it the  opening 
rush o f business, and then lo 
and behold, the owner tu rn s  out 
to be the on ly  custom er fo r  th a t 
day.

B u t the reader needn’t  hold 
his b reath  in  an tic ip a tion  o f a 
fa ilu re  o f the GM stock issue. 
You can be sure o ther “ custom ­
ers”  la te r  came to  the rescue, 
such as the fabu lous ly  rich  
F ishe r b ro thers ; George W h it­
ney, o f J. P. «Morgan Co.; A lfre d  
P. ¡Sloan, o f General E le c tr ic ; 
no t to  m ention Lucius C lay, the 
S kinner fa m ily , the P ra tt  fa m ­
ily ,  the K e tte r in g  fa m ily , and a 
score o r so o f others o f the 
“ ins iders”  o f the GM Corp.; a ll 
d irectors and reputed to be la rge  
stockholders. To th is  should be 
added the purchases made in 
the name o f b rokers, on beha lf 
o f hundreds o f m illio n a ire  fa m ­
ilies. Thus the required f in a n c ­
in g  was probably fu r th e r  re ­

duced by a t least an add itiona l 
$75 m illio n , s t i l l  leav ing a re ­
qu ired sum o f about $170 m il­
lion  to  raise.

This took the fina nc ing  opera­
tion  ou t o f the rea lm  o f the 
“ super-duper, colossal”  category, 
in so fa r as purchasing from  the 
broad public was concerned. N o t 
a ll the ba llyhoo and p u b lic ity  
o f the «Morgans could b r in g  more 
than $150 m illio n  fro m  w hat 
could a c tu a lly  be considered 
broad public subscrip tion. Even 
tha t, le t i t  not be fo rgo tte n , 
came on ly  under the im petus o f 
the Form osa cris is , w h ich sent 
a ll stocks soaring to  abnorm ally  
in fla te d  levels and hence induced 
the sale o f GM stock.

R O LE O F CASH
The economic significance o f 

the GM stock operation shows 
tha t cash —  liqu id  assets —  has 
become exceedingly t ig h t —  
even fo r  the b iggest in du s tria l 
corpora tion  in the w o rld , backed 
by the m ost pow erfu l, fina nc ia l 
o liga rchs —  the M organs.

But the c r it ic a l im portance o f 
the GM stock issue however, lies 
in  its  re la tion  to Ford. F o r the 
$170 m illio n  th a t GM actua lly  
raised by broad public sale of 
stock, is  $170 m illio n  more than 
Ford can raise now. Ford  is a 
closed fa m ily  corpora tion , hav­
in g  a ll these years re lied on its  
own cash to finance a ll its  op­
erations.

W hen GM unloosed its_ stock 
sale, i t  was lik e  a b lock-buster 
th row n  a t the F o rd  em pire. F o r 
i t  m eant $170 m illio n  added to 
the w a r chest o f GM in its  
s tru g g le  aga inst Ford.

The response o f the Fords was 
revea ling  in  every respect. A 
ca re fu lly -p lan ted  s to ry  in the 
M arch 18 issue o f the U.S. News 
and W orld  Report states th a t 
the Ford  Company is now p lan ­
ning to sell its  stock. “ The pub­
lic ,”  says the a rtic le , “ a fte r  51 
years, is  go ing to  get its  f i r s t  
chance to buy stock in the Ford 
M o to r Co. . . . The Ford  Co. 
has never allowed outsiders to  
buy stock since H enry  Ford, Sr. 
bought ou t his o r ig in a l hackers. 
C ontro l w ill s t i l l  rem a in  w ith  
the Ford fa m ily  however. Only 
stock to be sold is held by the 
F o rd  Foundation —  and i t  ca r­
ries no vote in  company m an­
agem ent.”

The a rtic le  however, “ fo rg o t”  
to m ention th a t large-scale cor­
porate fin a n c in g  on the s ty le  o f 
F ord  o r GM is v ir tu a lly  im pos­
sible w ith o u t f irm  lin k s  w ith  one 
o f the g ia n t bank ing  groups, to 
make successful any la rge  scale 
stock o ffe r in g . T h is  idea was 
cursed by o ld  H e n ry  F o rd  to  the 
end o f his days, and was the 
cause o f his endless fu lm ina tions  
aga inst “ in te rna tiona l bankers.”  
Viewed fro m  th is  angle, the 
emergence o f John J. M cCloy, 
Chairm an o f the Board o f the 
R ockefe ller-contro lled Oh«ase N a ­
tio n a l Bank, to  prom inence on 
the Board o f the F o rd  Founda­

tion , m ay be m ore than  ju s t ac­
c identa l. We shall soon see.

B A N K S  O V E R E X T E N D E D
The reader m ay w an t to know 

w hy Ford should have resisted 
the blandishm ents o f the b ig  
bankers these la s t 51 years in 
view  o f the obvious benefits. 
The GM prospectus shows one 
o f the reasons why. There you 
w ill f in d  a sta tem ent th a t the 
House o f M organ and th e ir  un ­
d e rw rit in g  associates ne tted a 
cool SU m illio n  fo r  th e ir  services 
in f lo a tin g  the CM  stock issue 
—  a mere o ffice  job  handled by 
850 employees.

But should I he Fords embark 
upon a public sale o f stock, it 
would not on ly  ind ica te  th e ir 
sub jection to  a b ig  bank, but 
would in te n s ify  the s tru g g le  fo r 
liqu id  assets, which has now 
reached unprecedented p ropo r­
tions. T h is  would be p a rticu la r ly  
a g g ra va ting  in  the present state 
o f U. S. economy, because the 
banks themselves, who in  the 
fin a l analysis are the ones to 
extend the liq u id  assets (cash) 
to these corpora tions, are them ­
selves overextended.

T h is  is il lu s tra te d  in  an a r t i ­
cle in the M arch 27 issue o f the 
N. Y . T im es Which shows 
th a t $104/, b illio n  have been 
extended fo r  in d iv idu a l auto 
loans. Th is sum m ay n o t mean 
an y th in g  unless i t  is p u t in 
proper re la tion  to o ther th ings. 
F o r th is  $1014, b illio n  is ju s t a 
bare b illio n  do lla rs less than the 
to ta l annual p roduct o f the entire  
au to  in du s try , according to  an 
estim ate made by Readers D igest, 
Jan. 1955.

H E A D IN G  FOR ABYSS
Thus the  s ix  o r more m illio n  

cars w h ich  m ay be produced th is  
yea r on the basis o f the h ighest 
degree o f p ro d u c tiv ity  and ex­
p lo ita tion  o f A m erican labo r in 
general and the auto w orkers  
in p a rtic u la r, also coincides w ith  
the outbreak o f the sharpest an ­
tagonism s among the ru l in g  fa c ­
tions o f A m erican finance cap i­
ta l.

These b illio n a ire  cliques are 
re len tless ly  driven  by the mad 
hun t fo r  supe r-p ro fits . They are 
determ ined to keep the colossal 
p roductive power o f the U . S. 
w ith in  the t ig h t  embrace- o f the 
p ro f i t  system. F o r th is  they 
m ust m a in ta in  the exclusive 
dom ination o f the super-monopo­
lies. In the age o f the atom 
and au tom ation  th is  is an u tte r ly  
fan ta s tic  c a p ita lis t U top ia . A nd 
i t  is  leading cap ita lism  to the 
abyss.

I t  is  also why we th in k  any 
m o to ris t th is  sp ring  w il l  be able 
to get an advance view o f the 
com ing socia lis t revo lu tion  in 
Am erica.

(T h ird  o f a series. W atch fo r 
the next in s ta llm e n t: “ Behind 
the S tockm arke t Inve s tiga tio n .” )

$15,000 Fund Scoreboard
C ity
Philadelph ia
A llen tow n
Seattle
D e tro it
Cleveland
Chicago
P ittsbu rgh
Youngstown
Boston
A kron
N ew ark
San Francisco
B u ffa lo
New Y'ork
Los Angeles
M inneapo lis-S t. Paul
M ilwaukee
St. Louis
Oakland
General

Tota ls  th rough  M arch 29

Quota Paid Percent
$ 400.00 $ 486.00 121

75.00 89.00 119
175.00 207.00 118
750.00 835.00 111
250.00 2f>(>.50 107

1,600.00 1.703.00 106
150.00 155.00 104
200.00 200.00 100
600.00 600.00 100
125.00 125.00 100
275.00 275.00' 100
800.00 737.00 92

1,600.00 1,395.00 87
3,200.00 2,678.00 84
3,000.00. 2,504.83 83
1,200.00 959.00 80

250.00 177.00 71
75.00 50.01) 66

300.00 118.00 39
— 133.00 —

S15,025.00 $13,693.33 91

HIND DRIVE 91 P IR  CENT
as m mat f in a i iap

By Constance Fart-
Cam paign M anager

“ We note with joy the increased tempo of the pay­
ments on the $15,000 Press Fund Campaign,”  writes V. R. 
Dunne, Minneapolis. Again this week, we can report an
unexpected g i f t  to The M ilita n t-® -------------------------------------------------------
o f $100 —  fro m  a supporte r o f 
the p a p e r.in  P hiladelph ia . T h is  
puts Philadelph ia  a t the top  o f 
the Scoreboard, w ith  1:21%! A nd  
th a t ’s not a ll:  A lm a  Seton w rite s  
us, “ T h is  $100 was t r u ly  a wonder­
fu l surprise fo r  us, as I ’an sure 
i t  w il l be fo r  you. A nd the re ’s 
more to come. The in d iv idua l 
pledges have no t a l l been f u l ­
filled  as yet, and when they are, 
you w ill ge t -more cash fo r  the 
M ilita n t.”

New Y ork , w ith  the b iggest 
quota, moved up three places th is  
week. Cam paign D irec to r E the l 
Peterson repo rts : “ We though t 
a t the outset o f the fund  d rive  
th a t our very  h igh quota o f $3,200 
would be d if f ic u lt  to  meet. B ut 
since the money was needed to 
support ou r paper th a t we are 
a ll so proud of, we knew th a t we 
would have to ra ise i t  somehow.
So we -took the challenge. A l ­
though far- behind schedule d u r­
ing  m ost o f the cam paign, we 
kept a im in g  fo r  more and more 
con tribu tions and pledges. The 
result, was th a t many friends  and 
supporter.-; o f the M il ita n t  in New 
Y o rk  increased th e ir  o rig in a l 
pledges, and a num ber o f new 
pledges were made d u rin g  the 
cam paign. Th is la s t week the pay­

ments re a lly  ro lled in, so th a t  we 
were able to tu rn  over to the 
M ilita n t a to ta l o f $633.18! We 
are now confident th a t we w i l l  
stand along w ith  a ll the o ther 
100% cities in the fina l scoreboard 
next week.

“ A n  in s p ir in g  exam ple was 
th a t o f M anny and M ery l, who 
recently  le f t  the ci-ty, ye t serut 
in paym ent o f th e ir  New Y o rk  
pledge in fu l l  («plus $1.35). 
H ooray! We a ll w a n t to express 
our apprecia tion to  them .”

Boston is very  happy about 
reaching 100%. F ra n k lin  rep o rts  
th a t i t  is  “ the h ighest am ount as 
fa r  back as I can rem em ber, and 
a week ahead o f tim e to boot.”

A kron , which moved up fro m  
60% to 100% th is  week, sent a 
check by special de live ry  to be 
sure to  make th is  issue. “ I t  was 
a long haul, b u t we did  i t , ”  w rite s  
S. H arte . Los Angeles assures us 
th a t they w i l l  com plete th e ir  
quota M arch 31.

With« on ly e igh t percent, o f  the 
to ta l le ft  to come in by the n e x t 
issue o f the M ilita n t, we are on ly  
about $1,300 sho rt o f our $15,000 
goal. We urge readers, who have 
no t y e t g iven th e ir  co n trib u tio n  
to have i t  in  by A p r i l 5, the dead­
line fo r  the A p r i l  11 M ilita n t.

. . .Women’s Job Rights Rouse Heated Debate
(Continued from  page 1)

•linquency to fam ilies  where both 
■parents are w o rk in g  and urged 
parents to p u t in more tim e  w ith  
th e ir  children.

When he sat down, Reuther 
• in terjected : “ There is  a lo t  o f 
good philosophy here today.”

Perhaps encouraged by th is  
rem ark, tw o o ther delegates 
spelled ou t the m a tte r fu r th e r. 
One, who w ent ou t o f the way 
to id e n tify  h im se lf as a Catholic, 

.said, “ I  wonder s incere ly how 
•many o f the women who are he lp­
ing  th e ir  husbands ouit would not 
be tte r p u t th e ir  services to  m an­
k ind  and to th e ir  fa m ilie s  by
s tay in g  home and ta k in g  care o f 
th e ir  ch ild ren.”  A n o th e r said, 

./‘People, w o m e n  p a rtic u la r ly , 
who w o rk  in  fac to ries  who are
.m arried and have ch ild ren  at

-home are one o f the causes o f 
ch ild  delinquency.”

T H E  R E A L  IS S U E
A f te r  th is  the debate on the 

■youth reso lu tion was closed. B ut 
the rea l issue was women w o rk ­
ers, not ju ven ile  delinquency, and 
i t  came up again more sharp ly  

.a  fe w  m inutes la te r when the 
reso lu tion on job  secu rity  fo r
women w orkers was presented. 
T h is  re a ffirm e d  the U A W ’s of- 

’ fic ia l position, ca llin g  fo r  protec­
tion  o f women w orkers  against 

■■discrimination, equal pay fo r  
..equal w o rk  clauses in  a ll con­
trac ts , inclusion o f a model m a­
te r n i ty  clause, the passage of 
fe d e ra l and state a n ti-d is c rim in ­
ation leg is la tion , etc.

A  num ber o f women delegates 
took the f lo o r  to support the 
reso lu tion  and m il ita n t ly  a ttack 
m ale pre jud ice both inside and 
outside the union.

Agnes Loveland, Local 174, De­
t r o i t :  “ I s incerly  believe tha t i f  
i t  wasn’t fo r  m y union the few 
women we have le ft would have 
been e lim inated long ago. Local 
unions should be on the a le rt to 
see tha t no woman member is 
d iscrim ina ted  against, but fa r  
too o ften  locals close th e ir  eyes 
when i t  comes to  the pro tection 
o f women w orkers . . .  I don’ t

th in k  th a t any o f the .delegates 
in  th is  room have the r ig h t to 
challenge the necessity o f two 
incomes, and I don’ t  th in k  i t  is 
too much o f our business.”  

H a tt ie  S om erlo tt, Local 1055, 
A drian , M ich .: “ I  w o rk  in  a 
p lan t where there  is on ly  a sm all 
percentage o f  women, and they 
g row  less every day because 
they are be ing forced o u t by the 
company . . . N ow  they are m ak­
in g  the jobs so heavy th a t ju s t 
recen tly  a ll the women in  the 
machine shop o f ou r p la n t were 
forced out, some o f them  w ith  14 
and 15 years’ sen io rity , because 
the company has made the jobs 
so hard and so tough th a t they 
cannot pe rfo rm  them  any longer.

Cecelia J. C a rriga n , Local 887, 
Inglewood, C a lif . :  “ W e have ou r 
company us ing state laws to 
keep us in  lo w er classifications 
and thereby cu t the  ground fro m  
under -our bro thers who are on 
the same jobs. M any o f ps have 
ten or m ore years o f sen io rity  
in  ou r jobs and are s t i l l  in  the 
lowest classification . . . The best 
reason fo r  w o rk in g  m others be­
ing  in  the p lan ts is because they 
realize, th a t an even g re a te r con­
tr ib u to r  to delinquency is pov­
e rty  and w a n t.”

“ L IP  S E R V IC E ”
Em m a M urphy, Dodge Local 3, 

D e tro it :  “ Y ea r a fte r  yea r we 
come to convention, and the 
same reso lu tion  is passed every 
tim e. We are ju s t g iv in g  lip  ser­
vice to the women in  in du s try . 
We go back fo r  tw o years and 
the same th in g  happens over and 
over again. C e rta in ly  I  am in 
favo r o f the reso lu tion, bu t le t ’s 
do som eth ing about it ,  and not 
ju s t say we are go ing to and 
fo rg e t about i t . ”

M ild red  Szur, Local 174, De­
t r o it :  “ W ho is to say a woman 
should w ork  o r not? W here is 
our democracy in th is  country i f  
a woman cannot be a free  in d i­
v idua l and make up her own 
m ind? I  th in k  th a t when you 
s ta rt te llin g  a woman you can or 
cannot w ork  you are in fr in g in g  
upon th e ir  c iv i l r ig h ts , wh ich I

as a woman resent. I  am not 
ashamed o f some o f the various 
speakers, they are union people. 
B u t I  am disgusted w ith  them 
. . . We women helped organize 
th is  union. W e pay our dues, we 
attend o u r meetings, and many 
o f us stand up to management 
be tte r than some o f our weak- 
spined bro thers. There is a rea­
son fo r  th is , because women in 
our p lan t have no chance o f be­
com ing forem en. O ur past ch a ir­
man in  ou r u n it is  now a fo re ­
man because he lost his election 
and took the  easy road.”

B IA S  V O IC E D
A  num ber o f men delegates 

likew ise  supported the reso lu tion, 
bu t as many opposed it .  F o llo w ­
in g  are some samples o f th e ir  
d isc rim in a to ry  views:

W illia m  H . H ill,  Local 961, D e­
t ro it :  “ I am no t opposed to 
single women and w idow s w o rk ­
in g  in the shop, bu t I am op­
posed to m a rried  women w o rk in g  
in the shop, und I th in k  th a t the 
com m ittee should w ith d ra w  th is  
reso lu tion .”

A lb e rt R u tt, Local 195, W ind ­
sor, O n t.: “ I  don’ t know w hy the 
men m arried  the w ives i f  they 
can’t keep them . . .  A s long as 
there are s ing le  women looking 
fo r  jobs the m arried  women’s 
place is in  the home.”

Thomas H a ir , L o c a l  8 7 7 ,  
B rid ge po rt: “ I  don’t  th in k  we 
can go on record as be ing op 
posed to women w o rk ing , b u t I 
don’ t  believe th a t we should en­
courage women w o rk ing , and I  
am opposed to  th is  m a te rn ity  
clause to be incorporated in  our 
agreem ents . . .  I f  we are go ing 
to force the em ployer to  b r in g  
back women a fte r  they go home 
and have th e ir  ch ildren I  th in k  
th a t we are w o rk in g  aga inst our 
m ain ob jectives here. I  happen 
tc  be cha irm an o f the shop com­
m ittee  in  S iko rsky in  B ridgeport 
and las t year some o f ou r nego­
t ia t in g  com m ittee wanted to pu t 
th a t clause in  ou r con tract. I 
was opposed to i t  because i  have 
been m arried  fo r  17 years and I  
never fe lt  th a t m y w ife  should

w ork. I  s t i l l  don’t  fee l th a t she 
should w o rk . H e r place is home 
w ith  the ch ild ren  and I don’t 
th in k  we should do th is .”

Jack E. Dean, Local 336, Grand 
Rapids: “ I  fu l ly  rea lize th a t you 
are no t go ing  to cure the th in g  
(unem ploym ent) by e lim in a tin g  
m arried  w orkers, bu t yqu cannot 
bu ild  a dam aga inst unem ploy­
m ent and no t p u t in  a l l the 
bricks. I t  takes a lo t  o f bricks 
to bu ild  a dam . . . The support 
we g ive  to  m a rried  wom en’s job  
secu rity  equal to  men foste rs  
one o f the  causes o f  ch ild  de­
linquency . . .  I  do n o t accuse 
each and every m a rried  womap 
w o rke r o f be ing a poor m other, 
b u t i t  is  one o f the  causes w h ich 
is recognized by  com petent a u th ­
o ritie s  th rou gh ou t th is  country. 
I t  is  also one o f the  causes fo r  
unem ploym ent o f a g re a t many 
o f ou r men.”
’ Sy lveste r L . Colin , Local 1200, 

Centerline , M ich .: “ I  cannot 
agree w ith  the  sen tim ent th a t  I 
see on the f lo o r  say ing  th a t a 
woman has a r ig h t  to compete 
w ith  a m an fo r  a jo b  . . .  I 
th in k  there a re  those women, a 
m in o r ity  o f women, th a t need a 
job, w idows and women who are 
no t m a rried  and th in g s  o f th a t 
kind.. W e can agree on th a t. B ut 
I say th is , le t ’s do not leave th is  
convention w ith  the  understand­
in g  and w ith  the endorsem ent. 
th a t a woman has the  r ig h t  to  
compete w ith  a man is w hat we 
want. I  th in k  i t  is  one o f those 
th in gs  tha t we are not in  agree 
m ent w ith . I t  is  one o f those 
th ings  we must fro w n  on ,
(W e m ust) t r y  to ra ise the 
standard o f liv in g  o f a ll the peo­
ple so th a t the women can go 
back to  the home.”

R E U T H E R  DU CKS 
The ecissorb ills who voiced 

these ideas were answered by 
women delegates and some ran k  
and file  men delegates. B u t Reu­
the r, who does m ore than his 
share o f speaking a t conventions, 
d id  l i t t le  to educate the conven­
tio n  aga inst m ale pre judice. On 
the con tra ry , instead o f com bat­

ing  the prejudices expressed, he 
made m a tte rs  worse by  th o r­
ough ly confusing the issue:

“ I  believe w hat we have done 
here is th a t a lo t  o f people have 
substitu ted em otion fo r  w h a t the 
reso lu tion calls fo r . I t  does no t 
deal w ith  w hethe r you th in k  
women ough t to w o rk  o r not 
w ork . I t  deals w ith  w hether 
women are go ing to  be protected 
when they are w o rk in g  . . . 
W here people are w o rk in g  who 
are women are we go ing to p ro ­
tec t th e ir  standards, are we go­
in g  to p e rm it m anagem ent to 
exp lo it them  and use them  to 
underm ine ou r standards Z T h a t 
is w h a t we are dea ling  w ith  
here. So we ough t to understand 
th a t.”

Here m em bers o f the U A W  
were openly saying th a t m arried  
women had no r ig h t  to be in  the  
plants. T h a t’s no t the  issue, Reu­
th e r to ld  them . Thus he ducked 
w ha t has become a b u rn in g  issue 
ip. the p lan ts fo r  150,000 women 
U A W  members, and he avoided 
g iv in g  offense to the seissorbills. 
Real labo r statesm anship! A  
model labo r leader!

B u t R euther did m ore than 
evade the  issue. He also dam ag­
ed the f ig h t fo r  wom en’s equal­
ity .  Debate had been closed when 
he made his rem arks, and so no 
one could po in t ou t th a t P o in t 5 
o f  the reso lu tion  e x p lic it ly  d i­
rects local unions to  “ continue to 
w o rk  tow a rd  the e lim in a tio n  o f 
d isc rim ina tion  aga inst women a t 
the h ir in g  gate, in t ra in in g  and 
prom otiona l opportun ities .”

B y saying tha t the reso lution 
“ does not deal w ith  w hether you 
th in k  women ought to  w ork  or 
not w ork ,”  R euther contradicted 
P o in t 5 0/  the reso lu tion and 
underm ined it .  He no t on ly made 
unpardonable concessions in  p r in ­
cip le but he gave a p re tex t and 
a handle to the prejudiced men 
w orkers who are opposed to 
f ig h tin g  fo r  “ the e lim in a tio n  o f 
d isc rim in a tio n  against women at 
the h ir in g  gate.”

Few delegates bothered to  vote 
aga inst the reso lu tion , which was 
passed ove rw he lm ing ly . B u t Reu­

th e r ’s own rem arks ind ica te th a t 
the passage o f the reso lu tion 
w ill no t accomplish much in  the 
f ig h t aga inst d isc rim in a tio n  in 
the p lan ts o r in iso la tin g  the 
pre judiced elements in  the union.

Such a scene would have been 
unbelievable in the  ea rly  days 
o f the U A W . W omen workers 
have made im p o rta n t ga ins in 
and th rough  the U A W , bu t d is­
c rim ina tio n  aga inst them  is s t i l l  
s trong  and th rea ten ing  —  inside 
as w e ll as outside the  union. A  
lo t o f f ig h tin g  rem ains to be 
done i f  the women are n o t to be 
squeezed ou t o f th e ir  jobs by 
the em ployers, w h ile  the union 
stands by, passing essentia lly  
progressive reso lu tions on paper 
and doing l i t t le  to  back them  up.

A nd a lo t  o f f ig h tin g  has to  be 
done by U A W  members who are 
c o n c e r n e d  about the steady 
g row th  o f conservatism  in  th e ir 
union, a trend  which was am ply 
illu s tra te d  by the  discussion on 
the woman question at th is  con­
vention.

New York
Friday Forum 

•
“ The Guaranteed A nnua l 
W age and the U A W -C IO ”  
Speaker: H a ro ld  Robins

F ri., A p r i l 15, 8:30 P. M.
•

116 U n ive rs ity  Place
Donation 25c.

APRIL SELECTION 
FOR B00K-A-M0NTH

INTERVIEW WITH INDIA. By John Frederick Muehl. 
New York: John Day Co., 1950. 310 pp. $3.50.

This is a remarkable book by a remarkable writer. I t  
is, in one sense a travel and adventure book, since its 
framework is an account of a tour of India by foot, ox cart,
camel, horse and fish in g  vessel.®--------
This .pa rticu la r t r ip ,  no t M«uehl's 
f irs t,  took t iie  young w r ite r  
th rou gh  representative sections of 
th a t variegated sub - continent.
The -mileage was some 2,300 
m iles, from  the N o rth  to  the t ip  
o f Ind ia . He v is ited hundreds o f 
tow ns and villages. In  so,me he 
lived  fo r  weeks fro m  choice or 
sickness.

B u t th is  is much more than a 
trave l book. Muehl is  an ex­
tre m e ly  acute social and po litica l 
observer. He wastes l i t t le  tim e  on 
descrip tions o f temples o r the 
in s c ru ta b ility  o f the Ind ian peo­
ple, because the Ind ian peasant is 
no t a t a ll inscru tab le  b u t very  
understandable and a rticu la te .

Newark Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum

presents a ta lk  on 
“ The Y a lta  Papers”

By George Lavan
F ri., A p r i l 8, 8:30 P. M.

•
52 M arke t S tree t

(2nd flo o r, Corner Plane S t.)

IM P E R IA L IS T  M Y T H
A  reading o f th is  book w ill 

destroy fo reve r the im pression so 
p reva len t in  Am erica  o f an in ­
surmountable. psychological b a r­
r ie r  between our th in k in g  and 
tha t o f the Ind ians. T h is  was a 
m yth  created by the im p e ria lis ts  
and those tou ris ts  who were so 
appalled by the poverty , d ir t  
disease and s ta rva tio n  o f the mass 
o f Indians th a t they could never 
live  close to  them.

L iv in g  in th e ir  huts, ea ting 
th e ir  m eager meals, g e ttin g  th e ir  
lice and diseases, Muehl came to 
know these people and to  love 
them as fe llo w  men. The reader 
w ill close th is  book no t on ly  w ith  
understand ing bu t w ith  a g rea t 
a ffec tio n  fo r  the w orkers  and 
peasants o f Ind ia  —  as w e ll as a

CHICAGO
Sociaisf Forum

“ Negroes and the Am erican 
Labor M ovem ent”  

Speaker: C. De Bruce 

Sat., A p r i l 9. 8:30 P. M.

Discussion —  Refreshm ents

777 W est Adams S tree t 
Donation 35c.

D u ring  the month o f A p r il 
In te rv ie w  W ith  Ind ia  (o r ig i­
na lly  published at $3.50) is 
ava ilab le  fo r  $1.00 (p lus  15c. 
m a ilin g  charge). A ll orders 
must be accompanied by check 
o r money order. O rder from  
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  Place, N . Y. 3, N . Y.

hatred fo r  th e ir  oppressors —  the 
landlords, B rahm ins and money 
lenders.

F o r th is  book its a devasta ting  
exposure o f the reac tiona ry  class 
character o f the present govern­
m ent o f Ind ia . I t  shows the 
tremendous g u lf  between Nehrufs 
reg im e and the mass o f the peo­
ple. The chapter on the m ob iliza­
tion  o f the  landlords and B ra h ­
mins th a t culm inated in the assas­
sination o f Ghandi —  and the 
Nehru reg im es’s w hitewash o f i t  
—  is the m ost in fo rm a tive  ac­
count ye t o ffe red to the A m erican 
reader.

In  th is  b r ie f apace i t  is  im ­
possible even to sketch the h ig h  
po in ts  o f tlie  book. U n fo rge ttab le  
characters emerge: the camel 
d rive r, the sm uggler, the old 
revo lu tiona ry  banished to an 
isolated v illag e , the rea lis tic  
police o ffic ia l, the leader o f the 
fisherm en’s cooperative.

The fina l section o f the book 
deals w ith  M uehl's success in  
pene tra ting  an area in  South In ­
dia sealed o f f  by the govern­
ment. A great sharecroppers 
s tr ik e  has broken out. T h is  is the 
area o f Com m unist P a r t y  
s treng th  and he v is its  a “ Soviet”  
d is tr ic t. Though he confuses 
S ta lin ism  w ith  revo lu tiona ry  com­
munism his acute observation and 
rep o rtin g  honesty saves his book 
from  serious defect.

A ltho ug h  no th ing  a t the begin­
n ing  indicates it ,  there is an ex­
ce llen t g lossary o f H industan i 
te rm s in the back o f the book. 
The reader w ill find th is  ve ry  
useful.
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Who Owns America ?
I t  was nearing the golden spring of 1953 

for American capitalism. Production was 
at an all-time high; unemployment at an 
all-time low. Best of all, profits were al­
most double the lush take in World War 
II. The Jan. 5, 1953, issue of Life magazine 
looked on the U.S. economy and found it 
exceeding good. I t  said so in an entire 
issue devoted to: “ The American and His 
Economy.”

Not that this country had abolished 
poverty. “ We certainly haven’t,”  said Life. 
But we were on the way to universal well­
being. Was this perhaps due to the war 
economy — the Korean War? Life maga­
zine simply ignored that foolish question. 
U.S. prosperity was the product of “ one 
of the great social revolutions in history,”  
Life quoted an eminent economist. And it 
concluded: “ The American system that 
has produced this extraordinary change is 
something new. I t  certainly isn’t  capital­
ism in the old-fashioned sense. And even 
more certainly it  isn’t  socialism.”

L ife ’s indefinable “ dynamic new eco­
nomic system which has safely by-passed 
socialism” was based, of course, on private 
ownership of the means of production and 
distribution and was operated for private 
profit. But the secret of its boundless 
promise lay in the “ democratic”  ownership 
of the big corporations which “ have so 
many owners that none can be a power 
by reason of his ownership.”  In short, we 
were becoming a nation of capitalists.

The scene now shifts to the slightly less 
golden spring of 1955. Unemployment has 
tripled. Production has continued below 
the previous peak for almost two years 
straight. And worst of all, profits have not 
been able to remain at quite the strato­
spheric heights of two years ago. A Senate 
committee is investigating the possibility 
-that unusual stock price rises may be due 
to dangerous speculation.

The March 21, 1955, Life magazine now 
finds that something has happened to “ one 
of the great social revolutions of history.”

All Americans are not becoming capitalists 
and owners of industry through the wide­
spread ownership of common stocks. In 
fact, Life finds that what this country 
needs is “ more people to own a stake in 
industry.”  Basing itself on testimony be­
fore the Senate stock market hearings, 
Life discloses:

“ In the greatest capitalist nation in the 
world, where common stockholders own 
the industries that provide the livelihood 
for us all, 77% of the adult U.S. popula­
tion do not even know what common stock 
is.”  (Original emphasis.)

But that’s not all. There are so few peo­
ple willing or able to become “ partners in 
industry”  that Life cautions the Senators 
about scaring off potential new purchasers 
of stock. These Senators “ will serve the 
country poorly indeed i f  they seek to 
frighten the 95.5% of the public which al- 
readv owns no stock out of buying any at 
all.”

I t ’s a mighty slow-working “ social revo­
lution” that has extended the ownership 
of industry to just 4%% of the people. I f  
that’s how far corporate ownership has 
spread in the almost two centuries of U.S. 
capitalism, we can confidently expect full 
“ economic democracy”  under “ free enter­
prise”  in just a few thousand years. And 
that’s if  we can find a way to distribute 
the shares of ownership more equitably 
among the shareholders. Because, as a 
Federal Reserve Board study showed in 
1952, the biggest shareholders — those 
owning at least $10,000 worth or more — 
hold two-thirds or more of the total value 
of all common stocks.

In case you don’t  want to wait a few 
milleniums for economic democracy, you 
can get it  in your lifetime by a real social 
revolution. Just figh t for socialism which 
ends private ownership in the means of 
production and distribution. Then society 
as a whole will take over and operate the 
economy co-operatively and for the benefit 
of all, and you won’t have to risk a dime 
on stock speculation.

T H E  M I E I T S N T —  Page Tfiree

German Report on Anti-Militarism Fight
[The  fo llo w in g  a rtic le  was re ­

ceived fro m  a correspondent in  
Germ any. I t  describes the a n ti­
rearm am ent movement o f trade 
un ion ists and youth in  Bavaria . 
Since the tim e o f w r it in g  Aden­
auer has hammered th rough  the 
rearm am ent measure in  both 
houses o f the W est German par­
liam ent. Reports ind ica te, how ­
ever, th a t the movement against 
cap ita lis t m ilita r is m  continues to 
seethe in the German w o rk ing  
class and youth. —  Ed.J

M U N IC H , M arch 3 —  “ We 
don’t  w ish to d ie  fo r  do lla rs  or 
roubles.”  The c ry  rang th rough  
the streets o f M unich las t T hu rs ­
day evening. I t  came from  sev­
era l hundred young trade un ion­
is ts  who marched behind three 
o f th e ir  num ber dressed as skel­
etons. One beat out a d;eath 
march on his drum .

They inarched to the Koenigs­
p la tz . In  the past, the classic- 
s ty le  bu ild ings around th is  vast, 
square echoed back the na tio n a l­
is tic , w a r  harangues o f H itle r . 
On th is  n ig h t th e ir  ru in s  su r­
rounded 30,000 w orkers com ing 
fro m  the fac to rie s  o f M unich to 
dem onstrate aga ins t the rea rm ­
in g  o f Germ any.

The m emories o f b it te r  s u f­
fe r in g  under Nazism  and w a r 
exploded in the ro a r o f applause 
which re g u la r ly  punctuated the 
speeches denouncing re m ilita r iz a ­
tion . Above a ll over th is  vast

crowd o f B ava rian  trade  union 
ists hung the fe a r o f a B ruder- 
k rie g  —  a w a r o f brothel's.

A  g re a t shout o f assent g ree t­
ed H e rr W oenner —  President o f 
the B ava rian  Trade U n ion  Coun 
cil — when he declared: “ In  no 
case is it  ou r in te n tio n  to  be 
used as an expendable force to  
hold free the w ay to  D u n k irk  
fo r  the Am ericans.”

C O N TR A S T
F ive hundred m iles aw ay fro m  

the b it te r  cold and d im  l ig h t  o f 
the Koen igsp la tz the w arm  as­
sem bly b a ll o f the P arliam en t o f 
Bonn was b r ig h tly  illum ina te d . 
There too, Germ an rearm am ent 
was being discussed. B u t w h a t a 
con trast!
' The o ff ic ia l speakers on the 
K oenigsplatz and thoke w  h o 
backed them  were m embers o f 
the S oc ia lis t P a rty  and ti'ade 
unions, among them  fo rm e r in ­
mates o f the concentration camps, 
and w a r cripp les; those who s u f­
fe red  the m ost fro m  Nazism  and 
w ar.

The o ffic ia l speakers in  the 
Bonn P arliam en t and th e ir  sup­
po rte rs  were rep resenting  a ll 
those German in d u s tr ia lis ts  and 
the social s tra ta  w h ich  backed 
H it le r  and benefited fro m  the 
suppression o f the German w o rk ­
in g  class movement. They were 
led by Konrad Adenauer, m il­
liona ire , linked by h is  sharehold­
ings to  the R uhr in d u s tria lis ts  
and the A m erican banking con­
cern —  M organ and Co. He is 
a personal fr ien d  o f H e rr P fe rd -

menges, the notorious German 
coal and iro n  baron. He contro ls 
a F ore ign O ffice  o f which 80% 
o f (he personnel are fo rm e r N a ­
zis.

On the M in is te r ia l bench in  
Bonn sat H e rr  Schroeder, M in ­
is te r o f the In te r io r . He recently  
attacked an a n ti-w a r poster o f 
the Social Dem ocratic P a rty  as 
being the p roduct o f demagogy. 
H e rr  Schroeder jo ined  the Nazi 
P a rty  in  1933 and served as a 
h ig h  o ff ic ia l in  the M in is try  o f 
the In te r io r  under the  Nazis.

N ear the M in is te r fo r  Refugees, 
a fo rm e r S. S. colonel sat, H e rr  
K ra f t ,  M in is te r w ith o u t p o rtfo lio , 
h im se lf a fo rm e r general o f the 
S. S.

Backed by the select band, 
M in is te r S trauss in tervened in  
the Bonn debate to  help fo rce  
th rough  the ra t if ic a tio n  o f the 
Paris Agreem ent. He denounced 
the M unich dem onstra tion , de­
c la r in g : “ M ost p o lit ic a l s tu p id i­
ties s ta r t  in  B ava ria .”

P U N IT IV E  T H R E A T S
There was good reason fo r  The 

nervous reaction  o f Hen- Strauss. 
B avaria  has been the center o f 
the resistance to  German rea rm ­
ament. Over two years the move­
m ent has g row n  under the lead­
ersh ip o f the trade unions. F rom  
here came the  reso lu tion o f the  
trade union you th  opposing re ­
m ilita r iz a tio n  w h ich  was carried  
la s t October by the a ll-G erm an 
Trade U n ion Congress.

F io m  here is  be ing organized 
the co llection o f s igna tu res in

Dorothy Schiff, publisher of the liberal 
New York Post, is not the ordinary pub­
lisher whose main interest is raking in the 
profits. She writes a column of her 
own and she is idealistic about liberal 
politics. On March 27 her column con­
tained a blistering attack on Senator 
Hubert Humphrey (D-Minn.), dubbing 
him “ Hustling Humphrey.”

She relates how she firs t heard Hum­
phrey some years ago at an Americans 
for Democratic Action convention. A l­
though he was enunciating the standard 
liberal line of the period — with which 
she agreed — she sensed that he was a 
demagogue.

“ Last August,”  she writes, “ I was 
horrified to learn that our friend the 
‘liberal demagogue,’ whose term was about 
to expire, had seized upon the passions 
aroused by McCarthyism and appeared to 
be attempting to turn them to his own 
political advantage. This formerly ardent 
civil libertarian had introduced an amend­
ment to the Communist Control Act which 
seemed to outdo McCarthy at his worst.”

This is hut the beginning of “ Hustling 
Humphrey’s”  sell-outs in the publisher’s 
notebook. “ When he was re-elected to the 
Senate last fall, I  thought he would no 
longer , feel i t  was necessary to out-Mc- 
Carthy McCarthy. How wrong I was! A t 
the beginning of the new session, the 
demagogic twins, Humphrey and Morse, 
led in the decision not to figh t for anti-

filibuster legislation. And last week Hubert 
pulled another fast one. He tried to butter 
up liberalism’s arch enemy, William 
Randolph Hearst, Jr.”

That liberal crusader on-the-make, Hum­
phrey, put Hearst’s articles on the Soviet 
Union into the Congressional record, 
calling them “ extraordinary”  and “ valu­
able” and their author “ the distinguished 
American Editor.”  This fulsome praise of 
one of the most sinister reactionaries in 
the U.S. is explained as an attempt by 
Humphrey to get Hearst support for the 
vice-presidential nomination.

The ADA leaders do not have such 
delicate political stomachs as Dorothy 
Schiff. They invited Sen. Humphrey to be 
toastmaster at their recent convention 
banquet. As an influential liberal pub­
lisher Mrs. Schiff was given several plat­
form seats. These she tore up in protest. 
But this is her lim it. A t the end of . her 
article she hastens to advice her readers 
that she has not lost faith in the ADA.

This well-intentioned publisher has 
everything upside down. She sees Hum­
phrey as the deep-dyed villain and the 
ADA as a betrayed organization. Not so. 
Humphrey is no better or worse — even 
in this realm he is mediocre — than any 
other liberal politician. His demagogy and 
readiness to sell out civil liberties and the 
struggle for Negro rights is not a personal 
wickedness but an occupational disease of 
liberalism.

support o f the appeal aga inst 
re m ilita r iz a tio n  made by  soc ia lis t 
and church leaders fro m  F ra n k ­
fu r t  a fe w  weeks ago.

The governm ent has stated i t  
is s e ttin g  up a com m ission to  in 
qu ire  whether those who issued 
the F ra n k fu rt  appeal can be tr ied  
fo r  h igh  treason. A  le a fle t is ­
sued by Adenauer’s p a rty  de 
da res  tha t those who sign in  
support o f th is  appeal are "a id ­
in g  Moscow.”

Despite the open and hidden 
th rea ts  fro m  em ployers, and gov­
ernm ent, despite ra t if ic a tio n ; the 
cam paign continues.

The B ava rian  trade u n i o n  
you th  w i l l  open an a n t i-m ili ta r ­
is tic  exh ib itio n  nex t week. I t  w il l 
be. he ld in  M un ich ’s B otanica l 
H a ll —  opposite one o f the o f ­
fices o f the Am erican M il i ta r y  
Occupation. Y oung a rt is ts  are 
now p re pa ring  the posters and 
photographs a tta ck in g  Nazism , 
m ilita r is m , and th e ir  German and 
in te rn a tio n a l c a p ita lis t suppo rt­
ers.

B U R D E N  OF M IL IT A R IS M
The trade union leaders express 

de te rm ina tion  to  res is t the e ffe c t 
o f m ilita r iz a tio n  on the standard 
o f l iv in g  and p o lit ic a l conditions.

The executive com m ittee o f the 
B ava rian  trade  unions underlined 
ithose e ffects in  a docum ent which 
they issued la s t m onth. They 
pointed out tha t the am ount neces­
sa ry  .to Ibegin rearm am ent-was 60,- 
000,600 m arks, an am ount equal 
to the  yea rly  incom e o f the whole 
w o rk in g  class and employes o f

W estern  Germ any. They q u o te i 
a New Years Day a rtic le  in  an- 
em ployers’ jo u rn a l w h i c h  de­
c la red : “ To rearm  w ith ou t en­
croaching on the s tandard o f 
l iv in g  w ould be a prescription, 
w h ich has no t ye t been d is ­
covered.”

R eca lling  the  W eim ar Repub­
lic  the  trade  un ion document- 
sta ted “ once again the  new a rm y  
w i l l  o n ly  fo rm a lly  stand on the 
basis oY the C o nstitu tion  bu t 
would n o t be ready to defend i t . ”

“ The m ethod o f  governm ent”  
they continue “ wh ich uses par-« 
lia m e n ta ry  m a jo ritie s  to f lo u t  the ' 
w i l l  o f the  m a jo r ity  o f the  peo­
ple. opens the way to au tho rity * ' 
r ia n ism .”

W he th e r o r no t German reac­
tion  succeeds in  conso lida ting  i t ­
se lf w i l l  depend on those forces 
in  G erm any o f w h ich the  M un ich 
dem onstra tion was a pa rt. L e t us 
hope th a t the w o rk in g  class o f 
E ng land  and the U .S .A . w i l l  no t 
aga in  suppo rt the w ro ng  side in  
th is  s trugg le . Thus, those who 
oppose re m ilita r iz a tio n  here m ay 
no t again be faced w ith  the  s itu a ­
tio n  re la ted by H e rr  U rbans, the 
president o f A ugsbu rg ’s 54,000 
trade  un ion is ts  —  and a fo rm e r 
p risoner in  the Dachau concen­
tra t io n  camp.

“ When the news o f the Scar­
borough (B r it is h  Labor P a rty  
C onvention) decision on German 
rearm am ent was published in  the 
press here”  he said, “ workers 
asked: ’W hat can we dp, when 
even they are vo tin g  against 
us?’ ”

...S t. Paul - -  Packinghouse, Rail Center
(Continued from  page 1)

and M exican m in o ritie s  are pres­
ent.

The M exican people came in to  
the area d u rin g  the T h irtie s  to 
w o rk  in  the sugar beet fie lds. 
Since then a g ro w in g  number, 
have settled in St. Paul where 
they  f in d  w o rk  m a in ly  in  the 
packinghouses and on the r a i l ­
roads, usua lly  be ing assigned-, 
lik e  the N egro people, to the 
hardest and d ir t ie s t jobs.

In  in d u s try  they are genera lly  
m il ita n t un ion ists bu t in th e ir  
segregated com m unity  li fe  th e ir  
organized ac tiv itie s  are polarized 
around the C atholic church, w ith  
an annual church-sponsored fie s ­
ta designed to d iv e rt them  from  
the s trugg le  to im prove th e ir  
social and economic conditions.

F IG H T  FOR E Q U A L IT Y
B y com parison the Negro peo­

ple here are more m il ita n t in 
th e ir  s trugg le  aga ins t d is c r im i­
nation . The sleeping car porte rs 
and d in in g  car employes unions 
are an im p o rta n t fo rce  in  the 
com m un ity  s trugg les fo r  Negro 
r ig h ts  as w e ll as on the  r a i l­
roads. In  packing the  CIO  m il i­
tan ts  are c a rry in g  on a f ig h t  
fo r  Negro eq ua lity  in  h ir in g  and 
upgrad ing. D isc rim in a to ry  m an­
agem ent policies have held N e­
g ro  em ploym ent down to  e ight

Labor and the Farm Bloc
We have always contended that i f  labor 

built its own party, it  would receive the 
backing of the majority of the population. 
In addition to support from the organized 
workers, a Labor Party could count on 
powerful allies, and the combination would 
guarantee a clear-cut victory.

Who are these allies? The Negro 
minority, for one, is solidly in labor’s 
camp. The official Negro organizations 
consider the unions their firmest support­
ers in the figh t to end Jim Crow.

Now important farm spokesmen are 
elated because the AFL and CIO have of­
ficially endorsed their key demand  ̂for 
rigid farm price supports set at 90% of 
parity.

The bi-partisan majority of the House 
of Representatives Agriculture Commit­
tee has just issued a. ten-page pamphlet 
quoting CIO and AFL leaders in favor of 
rigid price supports. This pamphlet is 
being mailed to 30,000 farm organization 
leaders throughout the country.

Labor leaders assured the farm-bloc 
Congressmen that workers don’t  blame 
farmers for high food prices. The price to 
farmers could go up without resulting in 
higher food prices for consumers, they 
said.

Net farm incorhe dropped 10% in 1954 
over the previous year, and this prompted

a move to scrap President Eisenhower’s 
flexible price-support law passed last year 
with considerable Democratic votes. The 
Eisenhower measure cuts price supports 
to as little as 82y2% of parity.

The farm bloc hopes that labor’s en­
dorsement for their measure will pressure 
enough Democrats from industrial areas 
to vote for rigid price supports.

Capitalist newspapers on commenting 
on labor’s support for rigid farm price 
supports, show alarm over the possible 
emergence of a new farm-labor coalition.

In particular they are afraid that the 
farm bloc might support labor’s key 
demand for raising the national minimum 
wage to $1.25, or at least to 90 cents. “ I t ’s 
a natural for a farm-labor understanding 
by which both groups might gain some 
votes for their respective key measures,” 
said an editorial in the March 28 Newark 
Evening News.

The budding farm - labor coalition, 
even within the Dig Business
dominated parties, indicates labor’  ̂ “ r - *  
ural” capacity for winning -mLcs. L 
labor’s subservience to the Democratic 
party stands in the way of gaining the 
things that workers and farmers want.

I t  will take a Labor Party to really 
make a “ farm-labor understanding” pay 
o ff for both partners.

per cent o f the labo r fo rce  a t 
A rm o u r’s and on ly  three per 
cent a t S w ift ’s.

The N A A C P , a long -estab lish ­
ed force in the c ity , fo llow s an 
up and down p a tte rn  o f a c tiv ity  
according to the tim es and the 
im m ediate issues. Thé Urban 
League functions m a in ly  as an 
agency to  beg jobs fo r  Negroes, 
especially fo r  m iddle class ele­
ments. The c ity ’s Negro press 
supports the D em ocra tic -F a rm ­
er Labor pa rty . I t  denounces the 
w orst fo rm s o f d isc rim ina tion  
but seeks to  d ive rt the N egro peo­
ple from  mass action, advocating 
instead that they help elect 
D -F L  ' ‘fr iends”  to  office.

F A M IL IE S  ON R E L IE F
- E m ploym ent fo r  a ll categories 
6 f St. Pau l w orkers is cond ition­
ed by the c ity ’s sensitive reac­
tion to the state o f the fa rm  
economy which in recent tim es 
has sagged a b it  in  the d a iry  
and p o u ltry  sectors. The working- 
force here as o f F eb ru a ry  tota led 
146,300, a decline o f 2,200 since 
February a year ago. In  
A ugust 1953 the re lie f  case load 
(fa m ilie s ) stood a t 823. Since 
then there has been a constant 
increase w ith  the cu rre n t case 
load standing a t 1,823, m ore than 
double the 1953 figu re.

Some up tu rn  in  em ploym ent is

now an tic ipa ted fro m  a pickup 
in res identia l bu ild in g  du rin g  
the com ing months. A  m ain  item  
in  th is  fie ld  w i l l  be $12,000 
homes b u ilt  fo r  occupancy by 
m iddle class elements and the 
be tte r-pa id  w orkers. These are 
one-floor dw e llings hav ing  five 
rooms compressed in to  a space 
o f 24 by 36 fee t. A  down pay­
m ent o f $800 to  $2,000 is re ­
qu ired and m on th ly  ins ta llm ents , 
inc lud ing  in te rest, o f about $80 
m ust be paid fo r  20 to 25 years. 
By then these houses w i l l  be 
ne ither square, nor level, nor 
plum b.

The job s itua tion  in packing is 
a m ixed one. Last fa l l  Cudahy 
shut down its  N ew port p lan t 
th ro w in g  1,200 out o f w ork. The 
corn-hog p rice  ra t io  has fa lle n  
o f f  balance im p a ir in g  po rk  p ro ­
duction. European hams are f lo w ­
in g  in to  the A m erican  m arke t, 
c u ttin g  in to  the sales o f domes­
tica lly-produced hams, m a in ly  be­
cause the greedy m eat t ru s t  puts 
out a lo w -q u a lity  p roduct w ith  
an excess o f fa t .

P roduction o f m u tton  and beef, 
on the o ther hand, has picked up 
some, p a r t ly  because sheep and 
ca ttle  can be p u t to pasture and 
then prim ed fo r  a sho rt period 
on corn. Local em ploym ent has 
also been aided by  the  tra n s fe r 
o f the A rm o u r sheep and c a lf

. . .  British Laborite Crisis Deepens
(Continued from  page 1) I tire d  o f t r y in g  to  uphold the 

were in tend ing  to p u ll an elec- a u th o r ity  o f the P a rlia m e n ta ry  
tion  in  M ay o r June. R ight w ing leader w h ile  he takes th is  k ind  
po litic ians  lik e  A ttlee , w h ile  ° f  action .”  
agreeing i t  is  necessary to  have 
a showdown w ith  the le ft, hesi­
ta te  to sp lit (he P a rty  before 
an election. They could thus un­
derm ine th e ir  own support.
M any r ig h t  w in g  M .P.s would 
ce rta in ly  not re tu rn  to P a r lia ­
ment, e ithe r because o f the 
apathy o f the workers; o r be­
cause le ft-w in g  candidates would 
stand against them.

O F F IC IA L S  F U R IO U S
The trade un ion bosses’ hatred 

o f Bevanism  can be measured 
by the contem pt w ith  w h ich they 
tre a t the hesita tions o f A ttlee . 
Today, the in d u s tria l correspon­
dent o f the “ D a ily  Te legraph”  
—  a lw ays w e ll in fo rm ed  on the 
op in ions o f the top trade union 
leadership — reported a trade 
union leader as say ing : “ W hat 
can you do w ith  a man who 
doodles when T ransp o rt House 
(headquarters o f the Labor 
P a rty )  burns. We are g e ttin g

The re p o rt continues, “ A no ther 
trade un ion is t made the caustic 
comment, 'You w ill notice tha t 
the o ff ic ia l s ta tem ent (issued 
fro m  the N .E.C. m eeting) has 
been ty p e w ritte n  ap p ro p ria te ly  
or. ye llow  paper.’ ”

These r ig h t-w in g  leaders w ill 
now seek to bludgeon A ttlee  
in to  line between now and next 
Wednesday, (M arch  30). F o r 
the prospect o f  Bevan’s im m e­
d iate expulsion has n o t been re ­
moved by the fo rm u la  adopted 
a t yeste rday’s m eeting o f the 
N .E.C. A s th is  week’s T ribune 
comments, “ The R ig h t-w in g  move 
is scotched, b u t no t k ille d .”

The s tra teg y  o f the trade 
union bosses w ill now be to  place 
before Bevan demands fo r  as­
surances wh ich they know  he 
cannot accept. In  fa c t, a t  least 
one vote was cast in  fa v o r o f 
A ttle e ’s m otion in  the  be lie f th a t 
i t  was the  best w ay o f ty in g  a 
noose around Bevan’s neck. M rs.

N. Y. ANNUAL SPRING BAZAAR 
WILL BE HELD ON MAY 14

The 1955 A nnua l S p ring  B a­
zaar, sponsored by the New
Y o rk  School o f Social Science, 
w ill take place on S aturday,
M ay 14, at the M ilita n t H a ll, 116 
U n iv e rs ity  Place. The School is 
sponsored by supporters o f the 
M ilita n t and J conducts a year- 
round a c tiv ity  o f classes, forum s, 
movies and o ther educational and 
cu ltu ra l ac tiv ities .

" ” >p eo— i r t ' - e  in  charge o f
.he inv ites  a ll readers o f
the M il ita n t  to  con tribu te  item s. 
W earing  apparel, books, phono­
graph records, p r in ts , e lectrica l 
appliances, c o s t u m e  je w e lry , 
dishwaro, lea the r goods, tools, 
candy, p a s try  and a n y th in g  else 
th a t has use o r beauty w i l l  be

h ig h ly  appreciated and cheerfu l­
ly  accepted.

T he . proceeds o f the Bazaar 
w i l l  fu r th e r  the ac tiv itie s  o f the 
New Y o rk  S c h o o l  o f Social 
Science.

Accord ing to  p re lim in a ry  plans 
announced by  the com m ittee, the 
Bazaar w i l l  s ta r t a t noon on 
M ay 14 and “ run u n t il both b a r­
gains and pa rtic ip an ts  are ex­
hausted.”  Then a ho t supper 
p la te  w i l l  be served and a social 
ev rn in g  w i l l  c lim ax the event.

Those w ish ing  to donate item s 
should call the Bazaar com m ittee 
a t A Lgonqu in  5-7852. P ick-up 
service w il l  be provided. O r they 
can b ring  th e ir  con tribu tions  to 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place.

Jean Mann, M.P., a m ember o f the 
N .E.C. who owes her position to 
the trade  union vote, and .who 
supported the m otion o f A ttle e , 
is reported as saying .th e re  was 
no chance o f Bevan g iv in g  the 
assurances asked fo r.

W ill the hes ita tion  o f A ttle e  
resu lt in  the sub-com m ittee m ak­
in g  demands th a t Bevan can 
accede to ? O r w i l l  the  trade 
union leaders succeed in  p lac­
in g  conditions before Bevan he 
could no t possib ly accept? We 
w i l l  know  n e x t Wednesday. In  
the m eantim e, to answ er those 
questions invo lves speculation.

SH O W D O W N  CO M ING
However, no serious po litica l 

observer can have any doubts 
tha t i f  A ne u rin  Bevan is not 
expelled next Wednesday, ‘ then 
the showdown which the trade 
union bureaucracy is dem anding 
has on ly been postponed u n til 
a fte r  the General E lection . N o th ­
in g  fundam en ta lly  w i l l  have 
been resolved.

The r ig h t  w in g  leadership —  
a tra n s m itt in g  be lt fo r  cap ita l­
ism —  w il l  continue th e ir  sup­
p o rt fo r  the im p e ria lis t w a r 
preparations. I f  Labo r w ins the 
election a new Labor G overn­
m ent would take o ffice  w ith  a 
seething mass in the Labor 
P a rty  d is tru s tfu l o f its  policies, 
dem anding an a tta c k  on ca p ita l­
ism and a break w ith  the A ng lo - 
Am erican w a r alliance.

I f  the Labor P a r ty  loses the 
election then the fru s tra t io n  o f 
the ran k  and f i le  w i l l  bu rs t 
fo r th  in  a condemnation o f the 
po licy o f the  leadership as re ­
sponsible fo r  the e lectora l de­
fea t.

The d iv is ion  in  the Labor 
P a rty  cannot be bridged by 
postponing Bevan’s expulsion. 
M ore than his head is involved. 
The opposing tendencies are 
d riven  fo rw a rd  by class forces 
which w i l l  explode any tem ­
po rary  truce and place the Labor 
P a rty  once again on the edge 
o f a sp lit.

k i l l  fro m  Chicago to th is  area 
and by the expansion o f fros ted  
and canned m eat production a t 
its  ‘South St. Paul p lan t. So fa r  
these fac to rs  have o ffse t any 
sag in  lines lik e  po rk  and have 
pe rm itted  absorp tion o f m any 
Oudahy w orkers by A rm o u r and 
S w ift.

“ M E C H A N IC A L  M O N S T E R ”
Jobs in packing are neverthe­

less made insecure by techno­
log ica l change which is tak in g  
place at an increasing tempo. 
M echanization in  the  canning o f 
meat, machines th a t make w ien­
ers, an electron ics process fo r  
the cu ring  o f meat are e lim in ­
a tin g  w orkers from  the produc­
tion  lines. A  device called the 
“ m echanical m onster”  w i l l  soon 
be in use fo r  the  au tom atic  
sk in n in g  o f ca ttle  thus m aking 
obsolete one o f the most sk illed  
jobs in  the in du s try .

A t  the Horm el p la n t in  nearby 
A us tin  a gas cham ber has been 
ins ta lled  fo r  the k i l l in g  o f hogs. 
T h is  w i l l  e lim ina te  the danger­
ous shack ling  process in which 
a shackle sometimes catches in  a 
w o rke r’s c lo th in g  and he is h o is t­
ed tow a rd  the  m an who cuts  the 
hogs’ th roa ts , shouting  “ Don’t  
s tick  m e!”  The catch is th a t i t  
also ends a lo t  o f  jobs fo r  w o rk ­
ers who now do the shackling  
no t because they love danger 
b u t because they m ust feat.

A s  in  a ll o ther industries  a 
te r r if ic  speedup exists in  the 
local packinghouses, based on a 
p iece-work and bonus system. 
C erta in  w orkers  on the produc­
tio n  line  are g iven special in ­
centive ra tes so they w il l  exe rt 
pressure on others who receive 
less incentive pay, thus b rin g in g  
th e , Judas goat fro m  the stock 
pen r ig h t  onto the  k il l in g  floo r.

S p e e d u p  and technolog ical 
change are likew ise invad ing  the 
ra ilro a d  backshops. Diesel loco­
m otives are sending the bo ile r­
m aker the  w ay o f the horseshoer. 
D iv is ion  locom otive re p a ir shops 
are be ing e lim inated and m any 
jobs a long w ith  them . A n  au to ­
m atic  axle la the now in use 
makes i t  possible f o r . tw o  men 
to tu rn  ou t in  th ree  m onths w ha t 
i t  p rev ious ly  took five  men a 
year to produce. On the ope ra t­
ing  end m anpower is be ing re ­
duced by us ing g re a te r Diesel 
power to lengthen the tra in s  and 
th rough  the in s ta lla tio n  o f te le ­
phone com m unication fro m  loco­
m otive to caboose. Ilu m p ya rd s  
w ith  e lec trica l re ta rde rs  and 
au to m a tica lly  - th ro w n  switches 
are fo rc in g  yardm en to  hustle 
new jobs fo r  themselves.

“ H O R IZO N S C R A P E R ”
A  “ horizonscraper”  is  under 

development fo r  the car shops, a 
b u ild in g  over h a lf a m ile  long. 
As m any as 50 fre ig h t cars can 
be pu t th rough  i t  in  a single 
day. They go in  one end, get a 
com plete overhaul th rou gh  as­
sembly line  methods and emerge

at the o ther end fu l ly  recondi~ 
tioned. Such in s ta lla tion s  are 
b reaking down the sk illed  la bo r 
pa tte rns, b u ild in g  up new speed? 
up pressures and th ro w in g  w ork* 
ers out o f jobs. One subtle  w a y  
in which m anpower is being re ­
duced comes to l ig h t  th rough  
the fa c t tha t few  re tire d  r a i l­
road w orkers are be ing replaced.

MOOD O F W O R KER S
Appren tices in  the ra ilroa d  

shops are w o rried  about th e ir  
fu tu re  em ploym ent. They come 
to union m eetings in  above-aver­
age numbers and voice a consid* 
erable approval fo r  the  idea o f 
a 30 hour week a t 40 hours pay. 
B u ild in g  trades w orkers  show 
concern over the ra te  o f sales o f 
the new houses the y  are con­
s tru c tin g . W ith  m illio ns  o f 
pounds o f meat go ing to the 
armed f o r c e s  , packinghouse 
w orkers are qu it£  aware th a t 
w a r production alone keeps m any 
o f them on the job.

“ W h a t w ill happen i f  we q u it 
the w a r p rogram  ?”  they ask. 
“ How  fa r  is au tom ation go ing  
to g o ? ”  They seem to fee l th in gs  
are m oving fro m  bad to worse. 
They m an ifes t much apprehen­
sion and confusion b u t tend to 
keep th e ir  rea l p o lit ic a l opin ions 
p re tty  much to  themselves, ex­
cept in  discussion w ith  th e ir  
closest fe llow -w orke rs . S igns o f 
jitte r in e s s  are present even 
among the best pa id workers, m  
general they tend to  blame the 
Republicans fo r  the w ay th in gs  
are go ing  and hope the y  can 
re ly  on the Dem ocrats to do 
som eth ing about it .

M any seek a personal so lu tion 
o f th e ir  problem s by ta k in g  a 
second job  o r th rou gh  both the 
husband and w ife  w o rk ing . W om ­
en usua lly  have to tu rn  to  the 
seasonal re ta il trade o r to  w a it ­
ing* tab le in  res tau ran ts  a fid bars 
where the pay is  p re tty  poor. 
Some w o rk in g  couples overex­
tend themselves in  the purchase 
o f homes, cars and o ther th in gs  
w ith  the re s u lt th a t they become 
conservative fo r  the  m om ent 
th rough  fe a r o f any in te rru p tio n  
o f th e ir  ea rn ing  power.

Such in te rru p tio n s  occur nev­
ertheless. E x tra  jobs are g e ttin g  
harder to  f in d  here. W ant ads 
are m a in ly  fo r  sales w ork. The 
ove r-a ll em ploym ent p ic tu re  is 
fa r  from  stable. R e lie f ro lls  are 
m ounting. N o  hope, o r am b ition , 
or personal advantage fo r  the 
day can stand up aga inst the 
crush ing  longer^range im pact o f 
cap ita lism  in  decay.

H ere and the re  a w o rke r is 
a lready com ing to  th is  rea liza ­
t io n  and m oving  o u t ahead o f 
the mass in  h is  p o lit ic a l th in k ­
ing. Com ing events w i l l  add to  
th is  po ten tia l le ft-w in g  force. 
F rom  am ong these elements the 
revo lu tiona ry  soc ia lis t vanguard  
can be g ra d u a lly  strengthened 
in the days ahead.
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Notes from the News
“ S E C U R IT Y ”  TESTS FOR P S Y C H IA T R IS T S ?

Labo r’s D a ily  reports  th a t in  W ashington, D. C., 
serious consideration is be ing given to a plan to 
requ ire  F B I clearance fo r  psych ia tr is ts  before 
they can tre a t governm ent employes o r fo rm e r 
employes in “ sensitive”  positions. Th is develop­
m ent fo llow s  the disclosure a t the recent convcn- 
tion  o f the A m erican O rtho -psych ia tric  Associa­
tion  th a t the lo y a lty  p rogram  is d r iv in g  many 
governm ent employes to nervous breakdowns. One 
W ashington physician queried on the m erits  of 
screening psych ia tris ts  said: ‘ ‘The adm in is tra tion  
would do b e tte r to m ind its  own business. P re tty  
soon the psych ia tris ts  w i l l  have to see psy­
c h ia tr is ts .”

* * *
C IO  P A C K IN G H O U S E  W O R KER S C O N V E N ­

T IO N  o f loca'ls in Iow a, N ebraska and Colorado 
( membership 25,000), passed a reso lu tion  con­
dem ning “ the action by the State o f K en tucky in 
ta k in g  rep risa l action against C arl Braden fo r  lus 
a c tiv ity  on the beha lf o f be tte r re la tions among 
peoples.”  Braden helped a N egro buy a. home 
outside the overcrowded Negro d is tr ic ts  o f Lou is ­
v ille . Then he and six others were fram ed up and 
ind ic ted under the state sedition law . F irs t  to be 
tr ie d , Braden was’ sentenced to 15 years im p riso n ­
ment. * * *

A  K U  K L U X  LE A D E R  has been appointed to 
the  Governm ent’s Subversive A c tiv it ie s  C ontro l

Board, according- to charges made by John W. 
Bobbs, V ice-chairm an o f the G eorg ia Republican 
P a rty  State Com m ittee. The Negro Republican 
leader has addressed a p ro tes t aga inst the ad­
m in is tra tio n  appo in tm ent o f cx-Congressman John 
S. Wood o f Canton. G-a., to the w itch -hu n t post. 
Bobbs said he has re liab le  in fo rm a tio n  th a t Wood 
was .not on ly  a member o f the Ku K lu x  K lan  but 
one o f its  leaders. The Ku K lux K lan is more or 
less on the “ subversive”  lis t. T h a t is i t  was on 
em inen t agencies re ta in  i t  on th e ir  copies. O th e r 
em inen t agencies re ta in  i t  on th e ir  copies. O ther 
governm ent agencies, notably the A rm y , have 
qu ie tly  dropped the Ku K lu x  fro m  the “ sub­
vers ive”  lis t  to  w h ich  o ffic ia ls  make inductees 
swear non-membership.

-t- 4*

T H A T  S2>/2 M IL L IO N  BR IN K 'S  RO BBERY in
Boston in 1950 was la rge ly  fa c ilita te d  by the fact 
th a t the com pany was too cheap to  pay overtim e 
fo r  tw o  guards. E very  n ig h t o f the  week except 
Tuesdays two guards were assigned to  the 
entrance-way tu rre ts . T h a t was the com pany’s 
w ork  schedule. On Tuesday n igh ts, however, there 
never were guards there because the 'com pany 
would have had to pay them tim e-and -a -ha lf 
overtim e. G uard ’s wages were $1.42 an hour. 
These fac ts  were revealed by Joseph Dineen, 
crim e repo rte r fo r  the Boston Globe, in  a recent 
book on the fam ous robbery.
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Lundeberg’s 
More Work 
A t Less

By Roy Gale
SAN  F R A N C IS C O , M arch 23 

— H a rry  Lundeberg, Secretary of 
the Sailors Union o f the Pacific 
(A F L ) ,  has reversed the tra d i­
tiona l stand o f labor fo r  shorte r 
hours and more pay. In  the name 
of fig h tin g  runaw ay ships, oper­
a tin g  under fo re ign  flags, he 
signed a crew fo r the S.S. Ton- 
sina w ith  seven less men in  the 
crew -— at d ra s tica lly  reduced 
overtim e. W atch standers are re­
quired to w ork 56 hours at sea.

The runaw ay ship problem  is 
a serious one. A m erican ship op­
era tors re g is te r in Panama in  
order to  evade union pay stand­
ards and conditions. B u t Lunde­
berg’s answer to the runaw ay 
th re a t was greeted w ith  b itte r  
h o s tility  by o t h e r  m a ritim e  
unions and rank and f ile  seamen.

In  the f ir s t  place Lundeberg 
signed a crew on the Tonsina 
w h ich included every person on 
the ship— fro m  M aste r down to 
w ipers. T h is  b ro ug h t a sharp 
clash w ith  o ther A F L  seafarers’ 
unions. When th is  ju r is d ic tio n a l 
ra id  was apparen tly  patched up 
by Lundeberg ’s reassurances, the 
issue errupted in  the conference 
o f Am erican M a ritim e  Unions, 
which was set up a year ago as 
a jo in t  A F L -G IO  body.

A F L -C IO  S P L IT
Lundeberg’s move caused . a 

s p lit  a t the M arch 21 session of 
the Conference in  W ashington, 
D.C. The AFT, unions w alked out 
h u rlin g  red -b a itin g  charges at 
the CIO • m a ritim e  unions. The 
CIO unions replied w ith  a b jis - 

- te r in g  sta tem ent w h ich  declared 
th a t the Lundeberg con trac t de­
stroyed the 40-hour week fo r 
seamen. “ T h is  deal o f Lunde­
berg’s,”  the C IO  s t a t e m e n t  
charged, “ was an indefensible 
sellout o f the fundam ental gains 
o f union seamen . . .  I t  is  a 
th rea t to  the hard-won standards 
o f A m erican seamen.”

The M arch 15 'San Francisco 
Chronicle reveals th a t other 
ships are p lann ing  to fo llo w  the 
Tonsina pa tte rn . Th is is  en tire ly  
lik e ly  since the Lundeberg con­
tra c t slashes conditions so com­
plete ly th a t the operators have 
eve ry th in g  to ga in . Only the men 
who run  the ships w il l  lose.

The Chronicle gave warm  ed­
ito r ia l support to Lundeberg’s 
action : “ In H a rry  Lundeberg’s 
new approach to the problem of 
f ig h tin g  fo re ign  f la g  ship com­
pe tition , there is a rea lis tic  rec­
ogn ition  o f the p rinc ip le  tha t 
w ha t’s good fo r  the Am erican 
sh ipp ing in dus try  is good fo r 
Lundeberg’s Sailo rs Un ion o f the 
Pacific.”

T h is  is s tra ig h t ta lk  fro m  the 
boss press.' The Chron ic le  even 
spells i t  out. They praise Lunde­
berg fo r  recogn iz ing th a t the 
on ly w ay to compete w ith  fh c  
scab ships is by reducing costs: 
"T h a t means less money paid 
ou t fo r  wages, m ore w o rk  fo r  
wages paid out, or a com bination 
o f the tw o .”

C erta in ly  th is  is “ good fo r  the 
sh ipp ing in d u s try ”  owners, bu t 
its  s tr ic t ly  phony fo r  the seamen.

Members of Senate permanent Investigations subcommittee 
shown beginning a new attempt to rake up some witch-hunting 
muck in the case of Maj. Irving Peress, New York dentist, a 
prime target of Sen. Joseph McCarthy. Sen. John L. McClellan 
(D -A rk.), left, is now chairman. Next to him are McCarthy 
and committee counsel James Juliana.

Star Seattle Informer 
In Return Performance

SEATTLE, March 20 — I£or the second time in a year 
the witch-hunting House Un-American Activities Commit­
tee invaded Seattle to conduct public hearings. Front page
headlines on M arch 17, 18 andi> 
19 screamed “ in fo rm a tio n ”  about 
a l l e g e d  “ Com m unist p lo ts ”  
hatch in  the S tate o f W ashington, 
The rea l purpose o f these hear­
ings as w e ll as those conducted 
la s t June was to  in tim id a te  o r 
v ic tim ize  un ion m ilita n ts  and 
others in  the com m unity  disposed 
to c ritic ize  the ru le  o f B ig  B us i­
ness.

The hearings la s t week were 
conducted by a sub-com m ittee 
composed o f M organ M oulder 
(D -M o ), chairm an, and H aro ld  
Velde (R - I l l ) .  Despite the  change 
to Dem ocratic auspices, the hear­
ings d iffe re d  from  last yea r’s 
Republican directed hearings only 
in th e  absence o f d irec t TV  
broadcast o f testim ony. A lso  the 
cast o f in fo rm ers  was changed.

N E W  S TA R  IN F O R M E R
Whereas last. June, B arbara 

H a rtle , fo rm er leading CP o f f i ­
c ia l in  the N orthw est and Sm ith  
A c t prisoner, was the s ta r f in ­
ger-m erchant, the hearings last 
week featured Eugene V. Den­
nett in  th a t role.

Last year, D ennett was sub­
poenaed by the com m ittee. On 
his f i r s t  appearance be defied 
the w itch -hun te rs , using his 
cons titu tiona l r ig h t  under the 
F if th  Am endm ent no t to  answer 
th e ir  questions. B u t he re turned 
on the la s t day o f hearings as a 
cooperative w itness o ffe r in g  to 
“ te ll a ll. ”

F o r 16 years u n t il his bureau­
c ra tic  expulsion in  1947, Dennett 
was a lead ing N o rth w e s t o ff ic ia l 
o f the C om m unist P a rty . A f te r  
his expulsion, he pursued an in ­
dependent course in Local 1208 
o f the U n ited  S tee lworkers o f 
America. He was an ou ts tand ing 
m il ita n t in  the local, and an 
ídvoeate o f bu ild in g  a Labor 
P arty . He defended the r ig h t  o f 
free  speech fo r  a ll, inc lud ing

Com m unist P a rty  members, a l­
though he disagreed w ith  th e ir  
program . He was a vigorous 
cham pion o f soc ia lis t ideas.

In  M arch, 1954, the Bethlehem 
Company m anagement, the union 
in te rna tiona l o ffica ls , a M cCar­
th y ite  clique in the local and 
assorted reac tiona ry  groups in 
Seattle ganged up on Dennett, 
to th ro w  h im  ou t o f union o ffice  
on a trum ped up charge o f being 
a “ Com m unist.”

D E N N E T T  C A V E D
I t  was under these attacks 

tha t Dennett caved in  and o f fe r ­
ed to tu rn  in fo rm e r fo r the 
House “U n-A m erican A c tiv it ie s  
Com m ittee. T h is  action meant an 
irre pa ra b le  break w ith  a ll p r in ­
ciples o f w o rk ing  class s trugg le  
which he prom oted up to  tha t 
tim e.

Last September a t r ia l board 
o f the U S A -C IO  ordered Dennett 
expelled fro m  the union, again 
cha rg ing  th a t he was a “ com­
m un is t”  and "a ligned  in his 
th in k in g ”  w ith  o rgan iza tions l is t ­
ed as “ subversive”  by the A t ­
torney-G eneral.

T horough ly  crushed by  th is  
add itiona l blow, Dennett appear­
ed before the House U n -A m e ri­
can A c tiv it ie s  sub-com m ittee 
la s t week and delivered on his 
prom ise to tu rn  in fo rm e r. He 
reeled o f f  the names o f people 
he claimed were fo rm e r S ta lin ­
is t associates. He also turned 
over a ll h is  accumulated file s  
fo r  the. com m ittee ’s perm anent 
use and agreed to  rem a in  under 
continued com m ittee subpoena.

He thus took his place in  the 
shabby company o f stooge “ w it ­
nesses”  fo r  w itch -h u n tin g  bodies, 
which lis ts  such unsavory cha r­
acters as Paul Crouch, E lizabeth 
Bentley, Barbara H a rtle  and a 
host o f others.

NAACP Takes 
Witdi-Hunt Step 
In Los Angeles

By Thelma Clyde
LOS ANGELES, March 20 — The newly elected leader­

ship of the Los Angeles branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People has shown willing­
ness to concede to the p re va ilin g® -
w itch  hu n t atm osphere in  recent 
weeks.

Last week’s T ribune , local N e­
gro b i-w eek ly , commented e d it­
o r ia lly  “ th a t the cu rre n t ’b ra in ­
w ashing ’ go ing on in  the local 
branch N A A C P  is loathsome, 
d isgusting , and o ffens ive  . . .  to 
the exce llent s p ir it  o f t ru s t  and 
confidence w hich has a lw ays ex­
isted in  th is  com m unity , w h a t­
ever its  o ther im perfections.”  
The ed ito ria l suggested th a t “ the 
sham eful rend ing o f the N A A C P  
on the basis o f ‘who is and who 
isn ’t  a Red,’ . . . ”  could be ex ­
pected to have h a rm fu l e ffects 
on the N A A C P  m em bership 
d rive  now in  progress.

Readers o f the M il ita n t  w i l l  
probably reca ll th a t tihe election 
o f Thomas G. Neusom as p res i­
dent o f the local branch by an 
ove rw helm ing m a jo r ity  in  De­
cember was considered a setback 
to red -b a itin g  in  the branch. I t  
bad been the defeated opposition 
who un fu rle d  the banner o f an 
an ti-red  crusade the h o tly  con­
tested election.

Y e t the f ir s t  action o f the 
new ly elected executive board 
was to approve an anti-com m un­
ist reso lu tion in troduced by the 
president-e lect: “ Be i t  resolved 
th a t we, the members o f the Los 
Angeles B ranch, N A A C P , do 
hereby serve notice on a ll pe r­
sons seeking to jo in  or become 
a ff il ia te d  w ith  the Los Angeles 
B ranch :

“ T ha t the 42nd annual N A A C P  
Convention in 1951 stated as a 
fa c t th a t persons who belonged 
to, o r o rgan iza tions f ro n t in g  fo r  
the  C om m unist P a rty , could not 
support the p rinc ip les  o f the 
N A A C P , and th a t the re fore , the 
C onstitu tion  o f the N A A C P  was 
amended, re s tr ic t in g  m em bership 
to those who support the p r in ­
ciples and the program s o f the 
N A A C P ;

“ In  accordance the rew ith , we 
do hereby re ject the assistance, 
cooperation or membership o f 
any p e r s o n ,  o rgan iza tion  or 
group, who is now or has been 
w ithou t having resigned or dis 
avowed such position, connected 
w ith  or held membership in  any 
o rgan iza tion  declared to be sub­
versive by the A tto rn e y  General 
o f the U n ited States, since such 
persons could no t c o n s titu tio n ­
a lly  be members.

“ F u rth e r, th a t we as o ffice rs  
o f th is  branch w i l l  d ischarge our 
du ty  in a d ilig e n t and a le rt man 
ner, be ing constantly  on guard 
to res is t the e f fo r t  o f any o r­
gan iza tion  on the A tto ne y  Gen 
e ra l's  lis t,  o r person who is a 
m ember o f such o rgan iza tion  
fro m  ta k in g  p a r t in  o r in f i l t r a t ­
in g  in any degree in  the local 
branch.”

This reso lu tion was presented 
to and concurred by the mem­
bership m eeting a t w h ich  new ly  
elected o ffice rs  were insta lled .

The 1951 convention reso lu tion  
(on which the “ c o n s titu tio n a lity ”  
o f the local b ranch reso lu tion is 
based) sought to exclude fro m  
m em bership those who “ belong 
to, o r o rgan iza tions fro n t in g  fo r  
the C om m unist P a rty .”  The local 
branch reso lu tion  goes a step 
fu r th e r  . I t  proposes to  “ re jec t 
the assistance, cooperation o r 
m em bership o f any person, o r­
gan iza tion  o r group, who is . . • 
connected w ith  . . . any o rg an i­
zation declared to be subversive 
by the A tto rn e y  General . . . ”  
W hy th is  a n x ie ty  to broaden the 
w itch -hu n t fo rm u la  ?

I t  is ve ry  lik e ly  th a t the  local 
N A A C P  leaders seek w ith  th is  
reso lu tion to  le g it im a tiz e  the o r­
gan iza tion  in  the eyes o f the 
Dem ocratic and Republican o f­
fic ia ls before whom they plead 
fo r  “ equal r ig h ts  under the law .”  
B ut dem ocratic r ig h ts  fo r  a ll 
w ill not be won by the adop ting o f 
the undem ocratic p rinc ip le  o f 
g u ilt  by association, lo y a lty  
purge and though t con tro l.

The w itc h -h u n t is designed to 
s tif le  a ll opposition to any meas­
ures and in s titu tio n s  the ru lin g  
class and th e ir  representatives 
find necessary to  the con tinua­
tion  o f the ca p ita lis t system, and 
th is  includes segregation and the 
d isc rim in a tio n  i t  breeds.

W h a t g u a r a n t e e  has the 
N A A C P  leadership th a t the 
N A A C P  its e lf  w i l l  no t appear 
on the A tto rn e y  G eneral’s sub­
versive lis t?  I t  is ce rta in  thiSt 
concessions to the w itch -h u n t 
w i l l  not w in  such a guaran tee ! 
So long as the local and na­
tion a l leaders o f the N A A C P  
fo llo w  th is  course, the slogan 
“ F ree by ’63”  rem ains a m ock­
ery.

As the T r i b u n e  e d ito r ia l 
quoted above correc tly  observes, 
"The local com m unity  needs its  
N A A C P , not as a ju n io r  grade 
M cC arthy, but as a fig h te r fo r  
c iv il r ig h ts  and c iv il libe rtie s .”

P ro fits  o f the German in ­
d u s tr ia lis t A lfr ie d  Knapp have 
been reported fo r  the f irs t  tim e  
since W orld  W ar I I .  D irecto rs  o f 
K ru p p ’s in d u s tr ia l em pire an­
nounced th a t they are a lready ou t 
o f the red and had to ta lled  $235 
m illio n  las t year. T h is  was done 
w ith o u t the coal m ines and steel 
m ills  whidh K rup p  hasn’t  go tten  
back y e t —  bu t hopes to  soon. 
The U.S. and B r ita in  re turned 
K ru p p ’s p ro p e rty  to thrm in  1953. 
He was one o f the  in d u s tr ia l 
backers o f H it le r  and used forced 
labo r in his p lan ts  d u rin g  w o rld  
W ar I I .

Hidden Victims of the Atomic Explosions
By Theodore Kovalesky
The change jing led  in the old 

man’s pocket as he closed the 
door and faced the deluge. Rain 
slapped in to  his face, but he 
grinned. One do lla r and s ix ty - 
seven cents! I t  wasn’t  much, but 
tha t wasn’t  the po in t. The meat 
o f the whole m a tte r was sim ply 
th is : l ie  had conic out ahead.

H is g r in  broadened as .he sav­
ored the m em ory o f the look on 
the fire  ch ie f’s face when he had 
shown his cards, and there had 
been an ace o f diamonds, an ace 
o f hearts, and an ace o f spades. 
Even i f  he d idn ’t  w in  much, i t  
was always a mem orable occa­
sion when he came ou t ahead of 
the firemen at an evening of 
poker a t the fire  ha ll.

A nd  w hat i f  he d id  lose some­
tim es? I t  was his on ly  pleasure 
in life ,  his on ly  rea l recreation. 
F o r an old man in a sm all tow n 
such sm all pleasures can be very  
im p ortan t. The ra in  pounded and 
pelted him . He was soon soaked 
through. W h a t would E ll ic  say?

A F R E A K  STORM
He p o u t e d .  E ll ic  always 

though t he couldn’t  take care o f 
h im self. :So w h a t i f  i t  was ra in ­
ing? A  m an’s daughter gets to 
th ink  he should spend a ll his 
evenings s it t in g  in a rock ing 
cha ir. W elt, th is  s torm  would 
pass. I t  was ju s t a fre a k  vain 
storm  anyhow. You never get 
storm s like  th is  a t th is  tim e  o f 
the year. It would ra in  its e lf  out 
in no tim e. He tu rned  the corner 
in to  M ain St. N o t fa r  now. Down 
a block, over the creek bridge,

and .then home and ou t o f those 
w e t clothes. L e t E llie  say w ha t 
she wanted to. He could take 
care o f h im self.

He stopped fo r a moment, be­
w ildered. T ha t roa ring  sound— 
what could th a t be? Maybe a 
passing je t plane? He h a lf tu rn ­
ed, s tanding in the d r iv in g  ra in . 
The roa r grew. He looked, saw 
a black mass bearing down on 
him w ith  incred ib le  speed. F ro ­
zen w ith  d isbe lie f he stood there.

Then, panic w rench ing h im  out 
o f his im m o b ility  he tu rned  as 
the flood w ate rs s truck  him  and 
knocked his legs ou t fro m  under 
him . He w ent down, scram bling  
and c law ing. T h is  couldn’t  be 
happening to h im  r ig h t  in  the 
m iddle o f M ain  S t.! l ie  h a lf 
gained his feet, and was sent 
sp raw ling  again by a surge o f 
the black w ate r. He clutched at 
a lam p post, a lam p post he had 
leaned aga ins t perhaps a thous­
and tim es in passing the tim e of 
day w ith  his frien ds . He missed 
the lam p post and was gwept 
head firs t aga inst the fire  h y ­
d ran t in f ro n t  o f A1 Peterson’s 
ba rbe r shop. A sm all sound w ent 
fro m  the o ld ' m an’s lips, and he 
ceased to s trugg le . A f te r  tha t, 
carried along passive ly, he w ent 
as the w ate rs went.

*  *  >'f

S lim  and sw aying like  an 
erect cobra sw aying before the 
charm er, o r like  a strange un- 
b ilica l cord ho ld ing  the darkened 
land to the. black tu rb u le n t 
clouds, i t  W'as a th in g  o f beauty. 
I t  was an eerie, unbelievable 
th in g  o f beauty th a t could no t

exist, a th in g  o f te rro r  th a t m ust 
be the te r ro r  o f sleep and not 
o f wakefulness.

So i t  was th a t the tw is te r  
came to a land where tw is te rs  
should never come. A nd as i t  
came, th is  s trange fo re ign  th in g  
o f da rk  beauty and te rro r , i t  
uprooted the trees and smashed 
to sp lin te rs  the farm houses th a t 
stood in its  w'ay. I t  strode across 
the land, passed on, and van ish­
ed somewhere. A nd  where i t  had 
passed death and destruction  la y  
upon the earth .

Then men counted the  dead 
and buried them . Men and w om ­
en m ourned them . And men and 
women and ch ild ren set about 
reb u ild ing  w hat had been des­
troyed. B u t in  th e ir  hearts  -was 
a strange, unappeased wonder­
m en t th a t th is  th in g  had re a lly  
happened.

*  *

Who arc these dead ? W ho is 
the old man, s truck down in h is 
m om ent o f sm all and qu ie t t r i ­
um ph? W'ho are the men, and 
the women, and the ch ildren who 
were dug fro m  beneath the 
wreckage o f w indshattered b u ild ­
ings ?

They arc pa rt o f A m erica ’s 
g row ing  atom ic to ll !

D r. L inus P au ling  has said 
th a t atom ic ra in  w h ich has f a l l ­
en on G erm any and Japan m ay 
resu lt in a new' cycle o f leukem ia 
v ic tim s  o r in  the b ir th  o f m on­
sters, w h ich would have been 
ch ild ren bu t fo r  the poison o f 
rad ia tion  th a t entered the bodies 
o f th e ir  parents. A nd tw o C olor­
ado scientists have warned th a t

atom ic fa llo u t  in  Colorado is 
reach ing the dango.r m ark. Sci­
entists have called fo r  an end o f 
the a tom ic tests before rad ia tion  
accumulates in the atm osphere 
to such a ex te n t th a t human 
life  w i l l  be endangered on th is  
planet.

B u t th is  is som eth ing else. 
These people, these dead, are the, 
hidden v ic tim s , v ic tim s  o f an a l­
m ost pe rfec t crim e. B u t m urder 
w ill out.

“ C R A ZY  W E A T H E R ”
There is a man now teaching 

physics a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
Panama. H is name is D r. (Bohdon 
Medusa C w ilong , a s tudent and 
an expe rt on the weather. Dr. 
C w ilong has stated tha t atomic 
explosions are a ffe c tin g  the 
weather. A tom ic  pa rtic les  in the 
atm osphere are p e rfo rm in g  a 
function  much like  th a t o f dry- 
ice in cloud-seeding operations. 
The resu lts  are m ore ra in  clouds, 
more gales, excessive and out- 
of-season hurricane a c t iv ity  —  
and death, “ accidental”  death.

D r. C w ilong has stated a fac t 
th a t many o f us knew already. 
In the m ills  and in the bars 
across from  them, in the eleva­
to rs -o f o ffice  bu ild ings , w herever 
men and women have greeted 
each o th e r and spoken o f the 
weather, they have been saying, 
"Y ou  can’t, te ll me those a tom ic 
bomb tests ai-en’t  causing th is  
crazy w e a th e r!”  Now  a sc ientis t 
has come fo r th  to back up th is  
suspecting and know ing  w ith  the 
w'ords o f science.

The presence of radioactive

partic les  f lu n g  in to  the atm os­
phere by the atom ic tests, D r. 
C w ilong  says, “ w ill ce rta in ly  
change com ple te ly the w eather 
a ll over the earth . O n ly com par­
a tive  measurements fro m  o the r 
labora tories and more w o rk  here 
(Panam a) can te ll us w h a t is 
re a lly  go ing  on. B u t the ind ica­
tions are g rave .”

Yes. They arc  grave. And how 
many graves w ill these m urder­
ers f i l l?  The body o f an old m an, 
tossed up on a mud bank when 
the flood had had its  way w ith  
h im ; the body o f a ch ild  lif te d  
tenderly  fro m  the rubble strew n 
by a passing hurricane. These 
innocent v ic tim s  c ry  fo r  revenge.

The day w il l  come when m an 
w ill con tro l the weather. B u t the 
b lundering , power-seeking foo ls  
who prepare the death weapons 
o f the c a p ita lis t a rm ies are 
m erely tam pering  w ith  the w ays 
o f na ture. And in th e ir  ig n o ra n t 
tam pe rin g  they are spreading 
destruction  and death.

The atom ic explosions m ust 
cease!
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W ar o r Peace?”
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The Negro Struggle
-----------------------------  By John Thayer --------------------------

Southern Liberals — A Disappearing Species?
The point reached by the Negro strug­

gle today — the demand for integrated 
schools North and South, given legal 
endorsement by the Supreme Court deci­
sion, has jeopardized the very existence of 
a political grouping that commanded a 
fa ir amount of attention formerly. This 
was the political grouping known as 
“ Southern liberals.”

Today the very ground seems to ,have 
been cut out from beneath them. Their 
stock in trade has become obsolete. 
Discouraged, most of them have even 
stopped trying to peddle their wares. 
Unless they can find some new variation 
or unless the Supreme Court’s still-to-come 
decision on implementing school segrega­
tion gives them a new lease on life they 
may just fade away.

Who were the Southern liberals? Some 
of their more prominent figures were Ellis 
Arnall, Lister Hill, Jonathan Daniels, 
Hodding Carter, Virginius Dabney and 
many others whose names were familiar 
to Northern readers of the liberal press.

What was their position and line? They 
were all men of standing in the South — 
mostly as politicians and journalists. Their 
line was that the “ excesses” of Jim Crow- 
should be done away with. They deplored 
lynchings, the cruder forms of Jim Crow 
and the glaring inequality of the “ separate 
but equal”  facilities in schools, hospitals, 
etc. for the Negro people.

They stood 100% for “ separate but 
equal”  segregation but “ liberally”  urged 
token reforms so that the South culd 
defend itself against the charge that 
all public facilities for Negroes were 
abysmally inequal to those for the “ master 
race.”

Their “ pro-Negro”  position never jeop­
ardized their standing in the South. Indeed 
in most cases their careers as public 
figures were based on it. For they were 
very valuable to Southern Jim Crow and 
the rulers of the South realized this and 
protected them from any Ku Klux elements 
who might not understand what it was 
all about.

These Southern liberals were invaluable 
ambassadors to and placators of Northern 
opinion. They w'ere “ living proof”  tha^ 
not all Southern leaders were rabid on the 
race question. They seemed to give prom­
ise that, left to itself, the South would 

, solve the disgraceful and barbarous treat­
ment of the Negro people without North­
ern interference.

While no Negro, labor or liberal gather­
ing in the North would for a moment 
tolerate the presence of a Bilbo or Tal- 
maclge, tHese Southern liberals could ap­
pear and explain the Negro “ problem” and 
urge that the South be left to solve it in 
its own way (and in its own sweet time).

But everything they said was premised 
on the doctrine of “ separate but equal.” 
Now' that has been thrown out the window'. 
Today Negro people will not settle for 
anything less than integration, nor will 
labor. Not one of these Southern liberals 
has dared come out for integration. That 
is the great dividing line in Southern 
politics. A decade ago Judge J. Waties 
Waring had enough courage to do so and 
was immediately excommunicated from 
w'hite Southern politics and life.

The disappearance of this brand of 
Southern liberalism will clear the air. ¡No 
one will mourn the passing of these 
hypocrites except their fellow hypocrites, 
North and South.

'Bad Day at Black Bock'
■ - - By Myra Tanner -----------------------------------------

Just a lonely spot on the desert. The 
streamlined train hadn’t  stopped in four 
years. Only four or five buildings to ac­
commodate a few hopeless, grubbing desert 
ranchers. That’s the setting for a lynching 
that slowly comes to light in the MGM 
movie, “ Bad Day at Black Rock.”

The hero of the movie, played by Spencer 
Tracy, comes to Black Rock in search of a 
Japanese-American farmer and finds he 
had been lynched there the day after Pearl 
Harbor. The towmspeople had kept their 
guilty secret throughout the w'ar years.

“ Thank heavens there aren’t many 
towms in America like Black Rock,” says 
the hero as he unbares the ugly facts of 
the racist lynching.

Black Rock — a tiny, isolated exception? 
What about the federal government of the 
United States? Wasn’t it  acting like a 
lynch mob w'hen it  condemned thousands 
of Japanese-American citizens and their 
families to concentration camps during the 
Second World War? When it  pronounced 
.men, women and children “ guilty” without 
a trial, a ju ry  or any other “ due process” 
just because of their national descent?

And what about California, the big 
golden state controlled by the big golden 
Bank of America with its vigilante tradi­
tion and the so-called “ Farmers’ Associa­
tion ?” Is Hollywood reluctant to l i f t  the 
glamorous mask off the face of its own 
home state?

Too many of us know the real story. We 
lived that history. All the newspapers - f  
Los Angeles, the third largest city in U e 
United States, must share the blame as 
well as the miserable citizens of “ Black 
Rock.” In almost every issue of the daily 
press, w'e wrere treated to hysterical, lynch- 
inciting lies following the tragedy of Pearl 
Harbor.

The newspapers carried pictures of gun 
displays in hardware stores on Terminal 
Island where many Japanese-Americans 
worked in the fish canneries, and radio

antennae on the homes of fishermen — all. 
long-familiar sights — now' made out to be 
sinister evidence of “ Japanese treachery.”

A super-patriotic group in the Fish Can­
nery Workers Union, whipped up by the 
newspaper hysteria, introduced a motion 
into the union meeting to expel forthwith 
their Japanese-American union brothers 
and sisters. The good name of the union 
was fortunately saved by a small ma­
jo rity  of the workers w'ho withstood the 
avalanche of lynch propaganda.

But the problem was soon taken out of 
the union's hands by the federal govern­
ment. The U.S. army moved in. The 
Japanese-Americans were taken from their 
homes and herded into concentration 
camps. The firs t big Pacific victory for 
the U.S. army in the w'ar was the “ capture 
of Terminal Island” in San Pedro, 
California.

During the 1945 election campaign in 
Los Angeles, the Socialist Workers Party 
campaigned to defend the Japanese-Amer­
icans. The Hollywood Taxpayers Associa­

tio n  hooted and howled to silence the 
S.W.P. spokesman in language no less vile 
than that used by the citizens of Black 
Rock. That was a “ Bad Day in Hollywood.”

In the movie the lynchers have a 
material motive in addition to their racist 
hatred. In the water-hungry desert the 
Japanese farmer had successfully dug a 
well. Multiply this situation by several 
thousand at least, and you will get the 
picture of successful California Japanese 
small-farm enterprises, and the greed of 
big landowners who stood to gain a great 
deal from the wholesale expulsion of the 
Japanese-Americans.

The movie tells an exciting story and 
does it in an exciting w'ay. It  does one’s 
heart good to see racist lynchers getting 
the knocks for a change. But as Hollywood 
so seldom deals with a fragment of his­
torical truth, why must it be coupled with 
a lie? Black Rock was not an exception. 
Let’s face the whole truth.

Rake Up Old Mess


