
British Workers 
Store Churthill’s 
H-Bomb Threats

By Daniel Roberts
Because he gave voice to the British working people’s 

opposition to Wall Street’s H-bomb war plans, Aneurin 
Bevan was threatened with expulsion from the Labor
P a rty  las t week. Bevan heads the®
le ft-w in g  in (he pa rty .

The r ig h t  w in g  h e a d e d  b y  
C lem ent A ttle e  wants to take 
d isc ip lin a ry  action aga inst Bevan 
because he fa ile d  to vote fo r  an 
am endm ent th a t in e ffe c t en­
dorsed P rim e M in is te r C h u rch ill’s 
H-bom b po licy. In  a m a jo r policy 
speech in the House o f Commons 
on M arch 1 C h urch ill sought to 
ju s t i fy  T o ry  po licy to s ta r t m ak­
in g  H-bombs in England.

C hurch ill stated th a t th is  was 
rea lly  a po licy o f peace and u l­
tim a te  d isarm am ent, since H - 
bombs would prove to be a de­
te rre n t to "Soviet aggression.”

A ttle e  and the other r ig h t ­
w inge rs  agreed w ith  C h u rc h ill’s 
contention and on ly c ritic ized  de­
ta ils  o f the T o ry  po licy  on a rm a­
ments. T h is  caused Bevan to 
openly challenge th e ir  stand by 
dem anding assurances from  A t ­
tlee tha t the Labor P a rty  was 
not aligned behind “ nuclear reck­
lessness.”  Bevan and t i l  o ther 
Labo r Members o f P arliam ent 
abstained on the 
amendment.

So m ild  was the A ttle e  c r it i

C H l'R C H IL l

cism o f the T o ry  po licy  th a t the 
M arch 3 C h ris tian  Science M on i­
to r  said, “ I f  a vo te  had been 
taken on s tra ig h t issue o f w lie th  
er o r n o t B r ita in  should make 
and use the H-bomb, the vo ting  
m ost lik e ly  would have been 499 
in  fa vo r and 57 aga inst.”  (T h a t 
is, the r ig h t  w in g  would be 
counted -with the T o r i e s  and 
the Bevanites w ou ld  have voted 
aga inst.)

I t  is tru e  tha t Bevan’s own 
stand did no t d e fin ite ly  ru le  out 
H-bomb m aking by England. He 
appealed fo r  a po licy  th a t would 
fo rb id  H-bomb use* unless Rus­
sia used them f ir s t ,  and he de­
manded new d isarm am ent nego­
tia tio n s  w ith  the Soviet Union.

However, th is  opposition, fo r  
a ll its  confusion, reg is te rs  the 
b it te r  en m ity  o f the B rit is h  w o rk ­
in g  people to the w a r plans in i­
tia ted  by the U.S. governm ent 
and seconded by B r it is h  im per­
ia lism .

Bevan’s m ain a c c u s a t i o n  
r ig h t w ing 's j aga ins t the T o ry  governm ent is 

th a t i t  obeys dicta tes o f the U.S. 
governm ent and is not respon­
sive to the w il l  o f  the B r it is h  
people. The Bevanites also voice 
w ork ing-c lass opposition to con­
tinued conscrip tion  and to  the 
high cost, o f the m il i ta ry  budget 
which eats in to  the liv in g  stand­
ards o f the w o rk in g  people.

The con flic t in  the B r it is h  La ­
bor P arty  comes on the heels o f 
labor dem onstrations in  West 
Germ any aga inst th a t cou n try ’s 
rearm am ent and inclusion in  the. 
N o rth  A tla n tic  T rea ty  O rgan iza­
tion . Indeed in a ll N A T O  coun­
tr ies  the w o rk ing  people have 
dem onstrated th e ir  opposition to  
being dragooned by th e ir  respec­
tive  cap ita lis t m asters in  a new 
W orld  W ar under the d irection 
o f the Am erican governm ent.

TH E MILITANT
PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

Vol. X IX  —  No. I I 267 NEW YORK, N. Y., MONDAY, MARCH 14, 1955 PRICE: 10 Cents

Protest Hits Proposed 
Illinois Police-State Bill

By J. Booth
CHICAGO — The branch of the Socialist Workers 

Forty here wired Illinois’ Governor Stratton on Feb. 28 
to take a strong- stand to prevent the passage of the police 
state leg is la tion  known as the
B royles B ills .

The te legram  said in pa rt, “ A r ­
b itra ry  lis tin g  o f o rgan iza tions 
and brand ing them subversive 
w ith ou t benefit, o f 'hearings is 
th o u g h t contro l leg is la tion . Such

Mi!waukee-How 
Auto Merger Has 
Affected Worker

By Farrell Dobbs —
N ationa l Secretary 

Socialist W orkers P arty

M IL W A U K E E , Feb. 25— W hat 
did it mean fo r the w orkers in ­
volved when Hudson and Nash 

merged to fo rm  
the Am erican M o­
tors C orpora tion?

llo.ro are the  
fac ts  as I found 
them in re la tio n  
to the Hudson 
p la n t at. D e tro it 
and the Nash fa ­
c ilit ie s  here i n  
W isconsin:

S q u e e z e d  by 
the B ig  Three o f 

DOBBS auto, these sm a ll­
er o u tfits  t r y  to  

hang on through merciless speed­
up pressures on the w orkers, au­
tom ation  and consolidation o f 
production fa c ilit ie s . To e ffe c t 
such a consolidation Hudson op­
era tions arc being moved to the 
Nash p lan ts and production a t 
the. Hudson p la n t corresponding­
ly  closed down.

T ha t change has already caused 
over h a lf o f 8,000 Hudson w o rk ­
ers to lose th e ir  jobs. I f  these 
w orkers  are w illin g  to move from  
D e tro it to W isconsin and take 
th e ir  chances a t the bottom  o f

le g is la tio n  pretends to be aimed 
a t ‘subversives’, b u t-a c tu a lly  is 
aimed a t the. labo r movement. 
Subversive lis ts  and lo y a lty  oaths 
w ill be used aga inst union m il i­
tan ts  and could be used to p re ­
vent independent po litica l action 
by labor.”

The Broyles B ills  do three 
th ings : (1) Declares “ subversive”  
acts un la w fu l. (2) Declares mem­
bership in  “ subversive”  o rgan iza­
tions un la w fu l. (3 ) P erm its  the 
discharge o f s ta te  and local em­
ployes who are “ subversive per­
sons.”

M O RE D A N G E R O U S
Previous a ttem p ts  by Senator 

Broyles to pass such leg is la tion  
were m et w ith  de feat due p r i­
m a rily  to organized p ro te s t by 
labor unions, campus o rgan iza­
tions, c iv ic  and fra te rn a l groups. 
The present b ills  show every in ­
d ication o f being approved by  the 
sta te  le g is la tu re  and by Gover­
nor S tra tto n .

Heralded as “watered down” 
versions, close examination of 
the bills reveals that they are 
more dangerous than ever be­
fore.

F or exam ple, any v io la tio n  of 
Section 2 o f S.B. No. 50 is  liable 
to penalties up to $20,000, and 
any v io la to r o f Section 3 o f tho 
b ill is liab le  to  im prisonm ent fo r  
f iv e  years. These sections make 
it un la w fu l to kn o w in g ly  be a 
membor o f a “ subversive o rgan ­
iza tion o r a fo re ig n  subversive 
o rgan iza tion .”

Section 6 fo rb ids  pub lic  em­
ployes fro m  being members of 
“ any subversive o rgan iza tion  or 
fo re ign  subversive o rgan iza tion  
included in  the fo llo w in g  lis ts  o f 
o rgan iza tions which are desig­
nated by the A tto rn e y  General 
o f the U n ited  (States as subver­
sive o rgan iza tions.”  There then 
fo llo w s  a lis t  o f some 256 o r­
ganizations which have thus fa r

3 Paid Informers Rip Holes 
In Frame-up System of FBI
Legless Vet 
Speaks at 
Harvard U.

BOSTON, M arch 5 —  James 
K u t c h e r  presented his c a s e  
against the w itch -hun te rs  before 
tw o m eetings in the Boston area.

On Feb. 23 he spoke a t a ban­
quet arranged by the Com m unity 
Church o f Boston. K utcher, who 
lost both his legs in W orld  W ar 
I I ,  to ld how he was fire d  in  1948 
fro m  his c le rk ’s job w ith  the 
N ew ark Branch o f the V e te ran ’s 
A d m in is tra tio n . H is “ crim e”  was 
m em bership in the S o c i a l i s t  
W orkers P arty , which the A t to r ­
ney General a rb it ra r ily  lis ted as 
“ subversive.”  w ith o u t ever g ra n t­
in g  the p a rty  a public hearing.

K u tche r thus became one o f 
the f i r s t  v ic tim s  o f the U.S. gov­
ernm ent’s “ lo y a lty ”  purge. A l­
though the Court of Appeals fo r  
tho. D is tr ic t  o f Colum bia found 
in  October 1952 that, he had been 
ille g a lly  f ire d , K utcher never was 
re turned to  his job. He is again 
su ing in the Federal courts.

“ 1 am no t f ig h t in g  m ere ly to 
ge t m y job  back,”  K u tch e r said. 
“ I am cha lleng ing the  le g a lity  
o f the whole governm ent ‘ lo ya l­
ty ’ p rogram  and the rest o f the 
w itch -h u n t.”

P rofessor L iv ing s ton  o f Mas­
sachusetts In s titu te  o f Technolo­
gy  was another speaker a t the 
banquet and spoke fo r  freedom  
o f th o u g h t fo r  scientists.

On M arch 3, K u tche r addressed 
the H a rva rd  L ibe ra l U n ion  a t 
Emerson H a ll in the Y ard . “ Th is

G e rm a n  W o rke rs  P ro te s t

West German police hold back one of a group of demon­
strators. protesting ratification of the Paris rearmament accord 
in front of the Bundestag in Bonn. The West German trade 
union movement is opposing the treaties which would put a hug* 
armed force in the hands of the labor-hating capitalist rulers

GROUP FORMED TO FIGHT 
MICH. BALLOT-BAN BILL

DETROIT, March 2 — Opposition to a bill threatening 
the ballot rights of minority parties in Michigan was gain­
ing ground this week as a public hearing on the measure
was announced by the State.® -
Senate Com m ittee on E lections.

Senate B il l 1911 contains a 
prov is ion  to increase the number 
o f s ignatures required o f m in o rity  
pa rties  and new pa rties  from  one 

coun try  used to pride its e lf  on per cent t0 714 pCr  cent o f the 
its  tra d itio n s  o f freedom ,”  lie votes received by the successful 
said, “ bu t people now are a fra id  J.candidate fo r  Secretary o f State 
to  speak th e ir  m ind. F ea r per- a t t )ie  preceding general election.
vades the cou n try .”  B ig  Business 
invented the lie o f the “ Com­
m un is t consp iracy," he charged, 
“ to silence a ll opponents o f its  
w a r d rive .”

M a rk  Dc Wiolfe Howe, H a r­
vard professor o f Law , also spoke 
aga inst though t-con tro l measures. 
C om m enting on K u tche r’s book, 
The Case o f the Legless Veteran, 
Howe said, “ K u tch e r’s book is 
not on ly  a ve ry  e ffec tive  piece

The increased figure is so h igh 
th a t it  would v ir tu a lly  exclude all 
but the two m a jo r pa rties  from  
the state ba llo t.

Senator Clyde G eerlings, Re­
publican chairm an o f the Senate 
Com m ittee on E lections who in ­
troduced B il l 1011, has announced 
a hearing on the measure in the 
Senate Chamber in Lansing on 
the n igh t o f M 'arcli 9. A num ber 
o f o rgan iza tions and p rom inen t

o f po litica l propaganda b u t a 1 ind iv idua ls  are expected to  speak 
m oving personal s to ry  as w e ll.”  against. Section 685, the  p rov is ion  

W hile  K u tcher was speaking a ffe c tin g  new and m in o rity  p a rt-  
hero against the w itch -hun t, M yra  jcs.
Tanner cited his case as an ex- Last F rida y  the executive hoard
ample of the “loyalty” program’s 
injustice in an interview on Feb. 
25 over WKCR, the Columbia 
University station in New York.

the Nash sen io rity  lis t,  they can 
have preference over unemployed L  s il l„.|cd ou t bv Ulc y .s .  A t-  
W isconsin w orkers socking jobs to G oncra l. 
at, Nash. Few Hudson w orkers 
have thus fa r  accepted th is  p rop­
osition.

Due to f lic  -absorption o f H ud­
son m anufacture and to the cur-

"A  hard h it t in g ”  cam paign is 
being sponsored by the N a tiona l 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f M anufacture rs  
aga ins t the  guaranteed annual 
wage and o ther labo r un ion aims. 
A  le tte r  is be ing circu la ted to 
business men fo r  a “ g ig a n tic  p ro ­
paganda fu n d ”  to defeat labo r’s 
ch ie f 1955 goals.

o f the M ich igan CIO Council, 
m eeting in Grand Rapids, decided 
to oppose Section 685. The C IO ’s 
Leg is la tive  Conference in Lansing 
a month ago took a s im ila r posi­
tion .

C O M M IT T E E  FO R M ED
A lre ad y  scheduled to appear a t 

the public hearing are represen­
ta tive s  o f the new ly form ed C it i­
zens Com m ittee A ga in s t Section 
685 o f Senate B ill 1011. This 
nonpartisan group considers Sec­
tion  685 to be “ unjust, and unw ise”

apd is m ob iliz ing  pub lic  op in ion 
to secure its  “ de le tion, de feat o r 
veto.”

Co-chairmen o f the C itizens 
Com m ittee are the Rev. R obert 
L. Brrwtby J r., pastor o f the 
G reater K in g  Solomon B a p tis t 
Church; Joseph McCusker, re ­
g iona l d irec to r and in te rn a tio n a l 
executive board member o f the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers, C IO ; and 
the Rev. I. Paul T ay lo r, pastor 
o f the St. M atthews M ethodist 
Church.

A n o ffic ia l o f the S ocia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  has also obtained 
the r ig h t  ,to speak a t the hear­
ing.

Concern over Section 68-5 is 
beginn ing to be expressed in the 
da ily  press too. On Feb. 18, The 
Com m entator (W . K . Kelsey) w e ll 
known D e tro it News colum nist, 
dealt w ith  the issue under a 
caption en titled  “ An Undemo­
cra tic  B il l. ”  F la t ly  labe ling  the 
measure as one “ whose ob ject is 
to keep o f f  tho ba llo t a ll pa rties 
b u t the Republican and Demo­
c ra tic ,"  he also w ro te :

“ One argum ent fo r  the b ill is 
tha t the m inor parties haven’t a 
chance of e lecting anyone. . . Yet 
these partie.s have m aintained 
th e ir id e n tity  fo r  years. Sure ly 
such fa ith  in unpopu lar tenets 
deserves consideration in a demo­
cra tic  system. E lections are fo r 
the expression o f public opinion, 
not fo r  the convenience o f b a llo t- 
counters.”

Eisenhower 
Reinforces 
Purge Policy

By Joseph Keller
Eisenhower and his A tto rne y  

G e n e r a l  B row nell have re a f­
f irm e d  the basic unconstitu tiona l 
features o f the governm ent “ lo y ­
a lty ”  purge system inaugurated 
by T rum an . U nder the pretense 
o f “ reo rgan iz ing ”  the. “ secu rity  
p rog ram ”  to  be tte r p ro tec t ac­
cused persons, the A d m in is tra ­
tion  has a c tu a lly  re in forced the 
m ost obnoxious fea tures o f the 
program .

1. I t  denies the r ig h t  o f ac­
cused federa l employes to con­
f ro n t  th e ir  accusers. I t  states 
th a t a governm ent in fo rm e r “ may 
be”  con fronted and cross-exam ­
ined by the  em ploye provided 
th is  "w ou ld  no t jeopardize na­
tiona l secu rity .”  W henever the 
Justice D epartm ent o r F B I say 
th a t con fro n ta tio n  o f one o f th e ir  
secret in fo rm ers  m ig h t “ je op a r­
dize na tiona l secu rity ,”  the. ac­
cused w ill be denied an elemen­
ta ry  r ig h t  guaranteed in the 
C onstitu tion .

B row ne ll stated, in a Supreme 
C ourt b r ie f f ile d  M arch 4, the 
day before he released the te x t 
o f the “ secu rity  p rog ram ”  re v i­
sions, th a t “ undercover agents, 
paid in fo rm ers  and casual in ­
fo rm e rs ”  should be “ guaranteed 
a n on ym ity ”  in m ost instances. In  
any case, the te x t o f the revisions 
makes c lear th a t “ the s ta tu te  
does not provide subpoena pow­
er fo r  witnesses.”  No F B I secret 
accuser can be made to appear.

2. Tho power o f dism issal re ­
mains in  the hands o f heads of 
federal agencies. There is no m a­
chinery fo r  appeal from  the fin a l 
ru l in g  o f a departm ent head who 
is  prosecutor, judge and ju ry  
in  the f irs t  case. The revised rules 
m ere ly suggest tha t accused per­
sons be given a “ personal in te r ­
v iew ”  before they are, kicked out.

3. Federal employes already 
subjected to the m ost tho rough­
going in ves tig a tion  and “ cleared”  
can be re-investiga ted a ll over 
again as many tim es as tho De­
pa rtm en t o ff ic ia ls  see f i t .  The 
w itch -hu n t is endless.

4. The catch-a ll d e fin itio n  o f 
“ secu rity  r is k ”  is retained. They 
can fram e anyone as a “ securitv  
r is k .”

T h i s  “ reorganized”  program  
was put out fo llo w in g  the, ex­
posure o f the Justice  D epart­
m ent’s paid in fo rm er system by 
government, witnesses who have 
confessed th e ir  lies. I t  is  also 
an answer to  the Supreme C ourt 
appeal o f D r. John P unne tt Pe­
ters who has charged he was 
fired  by a “ s ta r chambers”  p ro ­
ceedings in which he was n o t a l­
lowed to face his accuser, who, 
press reports  indicate, is the no­
to rious professional i n f o r m e r  
Louis Budcnz.

Matusow Gives Proof 
At Senate Hearing He 
Lied for Government

By Art Preis
As Department of Justice and FBI officials strive 

frantically to shore up the crumbling structure of their 
“anti-Communist” frameup system built on the lies of
paid in fo rm ers , new gap ing holes-®- 
are being punched in  the ro tten  
w a lls .

F irs t ,  three bought stoolpigeons 
in a row  —  H arvey  M atusow,
M arie  N a tv ig  and Low e ll W atson 
—  p u b lic ly  confessed they gave 
fa lse  tes tim on y  to  help federal 
prosecutors and Congressional 
w itch -hu n te rs  v ic tim ize  hundreds 
o f  people.

Now, M atusow  has tu rned the 
tables on the 'Senate In te rn a l 
S ecu rity  C om m ittee ’s a tte m p t to 
d iscred it h is  repud ia tion  o f tes­
tim ony th a t helped secure con­
v ic tions  in tw o  t r ia ls  and smeared 
the repu ta tions o f 245 persons.

ID IO T S  OR C O N N IV E R S
The Senators savagely cross- 

examined h im  in an e f fo r t  to 
tr ic k  o r bludgeon him  in to  re ­
can ting  b is  adm ission th a t he 
lied as a governm ent in fo rm er. 
B u t M atusow  d id  not g ive an 
inch even under open th rea ts  o f 
p e r j u r y  charges. Instead, he 
proved tha t the  Senators them ­
selves are e ith e r se lf-dem onstra t­
ed id io ts  fo r  accepting W ithout 
question his fram eup testim ony 
o r de libera te  connivers in  a con­
sp iracy  to  slander innocent pe r­
sons fo r  p o lit ic a l ends.

“ W hy did you ever believe me 
in  the f irs t  p lace?”  asked M a tu ­
sow o f the Senators at a sub­
com m ittee hearing. They should 
have “ known be tte r”  than to have 
believed him  a fte r  some o f the 
“ absurd”  statem ents he had made. 
He cited his statem ents about 
hordes o f “ Com m unists”  on the 
s ta ffs  o f the Sunday N. Y. T im es 
and T im e Magazine.

“ T h a t should have given you 
pause,”  M atusow  rubbed i t  in .

He re fe rred  to the u n b lin k in g  
acceptance on M arch 13, 1952, 
by the Senate romVnittee headed

M A R IE  N A T V IG

by the la te  Senator .McCarran, 
o f the incred ib le  s ta tem ent: “ I  
knew  by s ig h t p ro b a b ly ' 10,000 
p a rty  members in  New Y o rk .”  
Th is absolute genius fo r  remem­
bering' faces [F B I C h ie f Hoover 
had said there  were on ly  11,000 
CP members in  New Y o rk  C ity ] 
was combined w ith  a re la t iv e ly  
weak remembrance fo r  names. 
In  appearances before 25 d i f fe r ­
en t w itc h -h u n t hearings and in  
tw o  tr ia ls , M atusow  had been 
able to dredge up references to  
a to ta l o f 245 persons —  inc lud­
in g  Methodist. Bishop Oxnam.

He fu r th e r  re fe rre d  to the un­
questioned acceptance o f  h i s  
s ta tem ent in October, 1952, be­
fo re  a Senate In te rn a l S ecu rity  
subcom m ittee hearing  o n  t h e  
M ine, M il l and Sm elter W orkers  

(Continued on page 3)

Carpenter Local Hears 
SWP Candidate in LA .

LOS ANGELES, March 5 — Robert. Morgan, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for Board of Education in the 
Los Angeles school district, got a friendly reception when 
he spoke to Local 1976 o f the-®-------------------------------------------------- -—
A F L  Carpenters Un ion last 
Wednesday.

M organ explained the w itc h ­
hun t and lo ya lty -o a th  measures in 
the school systems so that, every

Another Liberal Betrayal on Civil Rights
By John Thayer

“Protect me from my liberal 
‘friends’ I can take care of my 
enemies,” might well be the slo­
gan for the Negro people in the 
current fight to prevent federal 
subsidization of Jim Crow schools.

the bankers too b ig  a cu t th rough I school fa c ilit ie s  o f the sta te  are. 
its  system o f bond issues in the open to a ll ch ild ren w ith o u t re ­
various states. Senator Paul Dou- gard to  race, h i co n fo rm ity  w ith  
g las (D - I l l . ) ,  a champion o f c iv il the requ irem ents o f the U. S. 
r ig h ts  u n til the chips are d o w n ' Supreme C ourt’s decisions.”
(then he tu rns  ta il on a d im e), 
even asked i f  the Eisenhower

This was demonstrated by the I program  w ouldn ’t, g ive  federal
Senate liberals in the recent 
Senate committee hearings on 
federal school aid legislation. The 
National Association for the Ad­
vancement of Colored P e o p l e  
urged an anti-segregation amend­
ment. to the bills under consider­
ation. This proposal was killed 
by those great e l e c t  i o n - d a y  
“friends” of labor and the Ne­
gro people, the liberal Democrats.

SCEN E OF C R IM E  
The k n if in g  o f the an ti-seg reg­

a tion  amendment took place in 
the hearings th a t have developed 
around E isenhower’s school a id  N A A C P  1 R O PO SAL 
program . The Dem ocrats, out to I Clarence M itche ll,

money to the educational au tho r­
ities o f Georgia, who have sworn 
to evade the Supreme C ourt ru l­
ing.

Then, however, the. Dem ocratic 
P a rty ’s b ill on school aid was 
b rough t fo r th  by Senator L is te r 
H ill o f A labam a. I t  provided fo r  
a l i t t le  more federa l aid, hut s t ill 
te r r ib ly  inadequate, to meet the 
need, to be granted d ire c tly  ra th ­
er than loaned. I t  included no 
provis ions to require  states re ­
ce iv ing  aid lo  com ply w ith  the 
Supreme C ourt decision.

In th is  a tte m p t to have the 
I llin o is  leg is la tu re  adopt the A t ­
to rney General’s lis t, the b ills ' 
sponsors have de libe ra te ly  fo r ­
gotten th a t the U.S. Supreme 

rent production race in auto, j Gou r t  has c a re fu lly  lim ited  the 
Nash operations are a t a pe ak ., (vi'fect o f an organ iza tion 's  being 
S en io rity  w orkers prev ious ly  la id  jjsq. F urtherm ore. S. B.
o f f  have been called back and A' 0 59 expresses no lim ita tio n s
some new h ir in g  is ta k in g  place. on t |le ieng lh  o f the lis t. T ha t
W hites can ge t jobs at: e ithe r the IS( (ho num ber o f organ izations
M ilwaukee body p lan t o r the listed could be increased at any
Kenosha engine and assembly t j m(. w ith ou t action by Congress jum ped on E isenhower’s p rog ram  | decided on contain an amem
plants, bu t Negroes have the | o r ( ]le  Leg is la tu re  and w ith ou t | w ith  both fee t. They pointed ou t c lea rly  re q u ir in g  th a t each

(Continued on page 2) 1 bene fit o f hearings.

Spokesmen fo r  the Am erican 
Federation o f Labor and the Con­
gress o f In d u s tr ia l O rgan iza tions 
likew ise appeared before the com­
m ittee  and read o ff ic ia l reso lu­
tions o f th e ir  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
aga inst federa l aid to J im  Crow 
schools. The A F L ’s o ff ic ia l posi­
tion  was made s trong e r on the 
f i r s t  day o f the hearings when 
A F L  President George M eany 
sent a te legram  to  Negro labor 
leader A . P h ilip  Randolph re a f­
f irm in g  A F L  support fo r  an a n t i­
segregation amendment.

Despite th is  i t  has become e v i­
dent th a t the Dem ocratic - con­
tro lled  Senate com m ittee is  go­
in g  to b ring  out a b ill which con­
ta ins no such amendment. The 

spokesman! reason fo r  th is  is that N o rth e rn
make a record th a t w ill look good fo r  the N A A C P  appeared before) libe ra l Democrats on the com m it- 
to the labo r and Negro vote when the Senate com m ittee and asked j tee, no tab ly  Douglas o f I llin o is  
the 1956 elections ro ll around, th a t w hatever b i ll the com m ittee I and M cNam ara o f M ich igan  are

b ill would be defeated. There fore 
they were against, the amend­
ment.

D IX IE C R A T  B U D D IE S
T h is  is the second stage o f 

the ab ject re tre a t o f the libe ra l 
Dem ocrats before th e ir  w h ite - 
suprem acist Southern colleagues. 
N o t on ly  don’t  they f ig h t  fo r  
c iv il r ig h ts  measures, they don 't 
even w a it  t i l l  the  D ix iocra ts  s ta r t  
f ilib u s te r in g  before runn ing . Now  
they even save th e ir  Southern 
buddies the troub le  o f speaking 
aga inst such th in g s  as the an ti- 
segregation amendment, they do 
it. fo r  them. And isn ’t, that, a nicer 
w ay to k i l l  c iv il r ig h ts  measures? 
I t ’s much less scandalous fo r  the 
■Democratic P a rty  i f  its  done —  
not', by a (Southern Senator in  the 
name o f J im  C row  —  but by a 
lib e ra l “ fr ie n d ”  o f the Negro 
people w ith  a crocodile te a r o f 
reg re t in his eye.

The N o rthe rn  libe ra l Demo-

decided on conta in  an amendment
sta te

its  inadequacy atid tha t i t  gave I rece iv ing  aid “ c e r t ify  th a t the

against i t .  They announced tha t 
attachm ent o f an an ti-segrega tion  
amendment would mean th a t the

unionist, could understand th e ir  
reactionary  character. He pledged 
to ca rry  on a figh t, i f  elected, 
against, the repressive measures.

“ E very teacher fired fo r  p o li­
tica l reasons,”  he said, “ should 
be im m edia te ly  reinstated. The 
fa ls ifica tion  o f labor and Negro 
h is to ry  in  our textbooks and 
classrooms m ust be stopped. A. 
com m ittee representing labor and 
the m in o r ity  groups should be 
selected to supervise the cleansing 
o f ou r school c u rr ic u la  o f a ll 
b ig o try  and a n ti- la b o r bias.’ ’ 

F o llo w in g  the ta lk  a num ber 
o f questions were addressed to 
the speaker. One member asked, 
“ W hy don’ t you t r y  and ge t tho 
endorsement o f the A F L  C entra l 
Labor Council. You have a very  
good p ro g ra m .”

M organ rep lied, “ The top  union 
o ffic ia ls  don’t  see the danger o f 
the w itch  hunt. They s t ill live  in 
hope o f escaping its  consequences. 
They aren ’t  ready to f ig h t fo r  
labo r’s independent, .po litica l in ­
terests. T ha t's  why they don’.t. 
support labor candidates bu t 
refillain tied to the c a p ita lis t po li- 

| tica l machines.
“ But the g ro w in g  mass o f a n ti-

c ra ts  sold out the p o ss ib ility  o f 
passage o f c iv il r ig h ts  law s in  p ro -c iv il r ig h ts  “ record”  to en

stand ing  prom ises to f ig h t  fo r  a 
change h i the Senate ru les  a l­
lo w in g  filib u s te rs . They made no 
f ig h t  and those ru les au to m a ti­
ca lly  went in to  e ffe c t fo r  tw o 
years. Now  they have surren­
dered another im p o rta n t p a r lia ­
m enta ry weapon — am ending or 
p u ttin g  c iv il r ig h ts  r id e rs  on 
o ther leg is la tion . A ll the libe ra ls  
have done fo r  c iv il r ig h ts  is to 
toss eleven b ills  in the hopper.
They expect these to die qu ie t 
deaths in  com m ittee pigeonholes.
Should one somehow ge t ou t onto 
the Senate f lo o r  they would 
pu t up on ly  a sham f ig h t  fo r  it.
O therw ise it would p u t th e ir  
Southern colleagues to the incon­
venience o f f il ib u s te r in g  it.

T h is  program  won’t produce 
any advances in (he struggle, fo r
c iv il r ig h ts . But then it isn ’t in - ; ,  . ,_■ , ,,, . , . ... . , . . .  labor leg is la tion  and lie th rea ttended to. I t s  intended to  pre- r  . . . . “' , , 1 o f economic cris is  w ill force the. serve u n ity  w ith  Ihe pow erfu l r • ,, ,  ¡un ions to face the issue andD m eera  w ing o f the Dem ocratic I ,• , , ,I rea lize th a t rad ica l problemsP arty  and to provide the N o r t h -_ ■___ , . . .  „, ... , ... require rad ica l solutions,
ero libera ls  w ith  enough ot a

I t  was reported tha t several!
th is  84th Congress on the open­
in g  day o f the session. On tha t 
f i r s t  day they broke th e ir  long-

able (hem to pose as “ frien ds ”  
o f labo r and the Negro people at 
the next elections.

members o f the local continued 
to press fo r  endorsement a fte r  
the candidate le f t  the m eeting .
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Death at Fort Dix
Fort Dix, an army camp in New Jersey, has been 

having a meningitis epidemic. Since October there have 
been 13 cases, two of them fatal.

This is the story of 18-year old draftee, Irwin YVein- 
rib, who died of meningitis Feb. 22. He was the firs t 
Tatality of the epidemic at Fort Dix.

He had been an all-around high school athlete. His 
health wasn’t  delicate — indeed, he was one of those who 
never had a sick day in his life, as the saying goes. He was 
inducted on Jan. 21 of this year. Thirty-one days later he 
was dead. I t  appears that he got sick as soon as he arrived 
at Fort Dix.

He complained of colds and pains but since he ran no 
high temperatures they thought he wasn’t really sick or 
was goldbricking. Moreover, Pvt. Weinrib’s month.in the 
service occurred in mid-winter when the temperature at 
Fort Dix dropped to near zero. In some of the barracks 
— including Weinrib’s there was something wrong with 
the heating systems. Nevertheless the men were not 
moved elsewhere.

On Feb. 7 Weinrib had a high enough temperature to 
go to the hospital. In a letter home he wrote: “ The next 
night I had 104 degrees and they told me to take a 
shower. I got up to go and passed out. That was the first 
and last time, I hope. I  never passed out before in my 
life.”  After a week his temperature had dropped and he 
was discharged — back to active duty.

The army medics had diagnosed his illness as a 
common cold. On Feb. 21 Weinrib telephoned his mother 
and his girl.friend in New York to tell them not to visit 
him the. next day — Washington’s Birthday — because 
he was assigned to KP. When they asked him how he felt 
he repeated the complaints he had been telling them about 
for some time and that he had apparently got tired of 
telling his superior officers and the medics. He felt bad. 
That night he told them his neck and back hurt and that 
he had a headache and was worn out from the heavy 
physical work required of him.

Next morning his buddies found him having convulsions 
in bed. This time he was accepted into the hospital without 
having his temperature taken. However, it. was too late. 
He never regained consciousness. Within 12 hours he was 
dead.

When his family charged that he had died of neglect 
and overwork while in a weakened condition, a courageous 
draftee at Dix publicly described conditions there. The 
army was forced to open an investigation. This is secret, 
so whether it  is a whitewash or not, can’t yet be deter­
mined. By Fred Hart

...Dobbs on Milwaukee

N.y. Dressmakers Ranks Boil at Giveaway Pact
By George Lavan

A m ino r earthquake took place 
in the A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers Union on M arch 
2. The tre m o r trave led from  a 
New Y ork  m eeting called to ra t ­
ify  a new contract fo r  the dress­
m akers a ll the way to  IL G W 'J  
President David D ub insky 's  inne r 
sanctum where i t  caused lhe 
sw ive l cha irs and th e ir  bureau­
cra tic  occupants to  spin around, 
m aking them feel a l i t t le  b it  sick.

Dubinsky and the o ther top 
bureaucrats o f the IL G W U  were 
taken com plete ly by surprise. U n ­
der th e ir  s tifling - machine ru le  
the union ranks have been w e ll 
in  con tro l fo r  several decades and 
no explosive a c t iv ity  fro m  the 
depths was dreamed of. Then a ll 
o f a sudden —  boom.

The sequence o f events lead­
in g  to the ran k-and -file  explosion 
are as fo llow s. The con trac t fo r  
85,000 dressmakers in  and around 
New Y o rk  exp ired Jan. 81. Ne­
go tia tions  had been go ing  on fo r  
some tirqe. The union demands 
were modest —  a 10% wage boost 
and a num ber o f fr in g e  demands. 
W hen the s tr ik e  date approached 
the un ion leadership extended the 
old con tract a m onth.

A  few  hours before the second 
deadline —  m id n ig h t Feb. 28 —  
the IL G W U  leaders emerged w ith  
a th ree -yea r con tract. I t  provided 
fo r  no wage increase whatsoever 
—  on ly  a few' t r iv ia l  concessions 
on w e lfa re  and pensions am ount-

D A V II)  D U B IN S K Y

m g to  1 U %  o f the to ta l pay­
ro ll. Ju lius  Hochman, G e n e r a l  
M anager o f  the un ion praised the 
“ im p a r t ia l”  m ed ia to r w'ho had 
been called in  to  help reach the 
agreement. I t  wras pointed odt 
by a ll concerned th a t the  new' 
three-year con trac t would extend 
to a fu l l  q u a rte r o f a cen tu ry  the 
no -s trike  record o f the IL G W U  
“ labor statesm en”  in  New Y o rk ’s 
huge women’s ga rm en t indus try .

A  m eeting  o f shop chairm en 
was called fo r  M arch" 2 a t M an­

h a tta n  Center to  ra t i f y  the new I 
con tract. The size o f the tu rn o u t 
—  3,000 o r more shop com m ittee 
people — on such sho rt notice 
m ust have surprised the b ig ­
w igs  o f the Dress J o in t Board 
who were there to “ se ll”  the con­
tra c t.

W ORKERS* W R A T H
When the leaders started  to 

ta lk  about the new c o n t r a c t ,  
voices from  the audience called 
ou t: “ W hat did you get us? 
N o th in g ." When General M anager 
Hochman urged its  ra t if ic a tio n  he 
was greeted by a ha ils to rm  o f 
booes. A tu m u lt s ta rted  th a t none 
o f the o ffic ia ls  could con tro l. 
These senior " la b o r statesmen,”  
well-versed in  social - dem ocratic 
glibness, were insu lted to  th e ir 
faces w ith  cries o f “ Get o f f  the 
p la tfo rm , you bum,”  etc.

Since the  audience w ou ldn ’t  
p e rm it Hochman and F irs t  V ice- 
P resident A n to n in i to “ se ll”  the 
con tract, V ice-P resident Z im m er­
man stepped in to  the breach. He 
is one o f the “ younger”  IL G  lead­
ers ( in  the ossified bureaucracy 
o f th is  union anyone no t over 60 
is considered young ). He started  
o f f  by appearing to agree w ith  
the members’ objections to  the 
con tract, bu t when he g ra du a lly  
worked around to  t ry in g  to per­
suade them  to  accept it ,  the au­
dience again roared out its  “ No.”  

A  speaker fro m  the f lo o r  made 
a m otion to re je c t the con tract 
and renew negotia tions. T h is  was

hailed by roars o f approval fro m  
the audience.

R A W  D E A L
A n to n in i fin a lly  called fo r  a 

vote to accept the con tract. The 
ra fte rs  shook to the chorus o f 
Noes. He nevertheless ru led i t  
had been ra t if ie d  and adjourned 
the m eeting. A s the N .Y . T im es 
de lica te ly  p u t i t :  “ A lth o u g h  a 
m otion to  re ject the con tract was 
made and seconded, i t  appa ren tly  
was fo rg o tte n  when M r. A n to n i­
n i, who presided, called f ir s t  fo r  
the ra t if ic a tio n  vote.”

A ltho ug h  the IL G  leadership 
appears to  have go t away w ith  
th is  raw  deal, i t  m arks an im ­
p o rta n t tu rn in g  po in t f o r  the un­
ion. F o r decades the membership 
has been ta k in g  w hateve r the 
leaders dished out. T h is  is its  f i r s t  
mass pro test. I t  is a genuine op­
position fro m  the ranks, despite 
the  a ttem pts  o f the D ub insky 
leadership to pa in t i t  as the w o rk  
o f the S ta lin is ts  in  the  union. 
W h ile  they, too, opposed the se ll­
out con tract and spoke against 
it ,  the y  were m ere ly  scattered 
voices in the tremendous rank 
and f i le  opposition.

Indeed a new layer o f the mem­
bership came in to  a c tiv ity  at th is  
m eeting. The lead ing p a rt played 
by the shop chairladies, especially 
those fro m  the Ita lia n -A m e rican  
Local 89 (A n to n in i’s ow n loca l),
was rem arked on by a ll who a t­
tended the m eeting.

Despite a ll the “ labo r states­

m anship”  and its  rep u ta tio n  as 
a “ m odel”  union, the IL G W U  has 
degenerated steadily . The m a jo r­
ity  o f the dress w orkers  are op­
era to rs on piece w'ork. The speed­
up has become inhum an. O nly the 
cu tte rs  and pressers, the a r is to ­
crats o f the in d u s try , are on week­
ly  wages. The operators are over­
w he lm ing ly  women, the cu tte rs  
and pressers, men. Men com prise 
about 12% o f the union. The 
bureaucracy has b u ilt  a machine 
tha t could be the envy o f T am ­
many H a ll. I t  p lays o f f  the men 
against the women, to the disad­
vantage o f the la tte r. There are 
n few  good jobs in  the in dus try  
yet and it arranges fo r  the r ig h t 
people to get these thus s tre n g th ­
ening the machine.

D u rin g  nego tia tions the union 
leaders pointed out th a t dress 
w orkers  average o n ly  $2,600 a 
year and th is  average includes

the h ig h e r pay o f the cu tte rs  and 
pressers. W h ile  the union com­
pla ins th a t the in d u s try  w i l l  leave 
New  Y o rk  i f  pressed fo r  more, 
i i  has encouraged th is  5 ve ry  
th re a t by com placently a llo w in g  
o u t-o f-to w n  ga rm ent shops to pay 
less than New Y’ork.

The top un ion bureaucrats are 
so m any generations out o f the 
shop th a t they  have fo rg o tte n  
w ha t ga rm en t w o rk  is like. They 
have lost in te res t in, and touch 
w ith , the w orkers  in the shops. 
A t (he same tim e  they have kep t 
an iro n  g r ip  on the leadership 
and s tif le d  the emergence o f any 
new' leaders, o the r than hand­
picked, fro m  the ranks. The 
chasm between th is  ossified lead­
ersh ip and the needs and psy­
chology o f the w orkers in  the 
in d u s try  suddenly revealed its e lf  
at the contract ra t if ic a tio n  meet­
ing.

The N.Y. Times Applauds Meany and Reuther

(Continued fro m  page 1)
best chance a t Kenosha where 
the re  is a lo t  o f d ir ty  and heavy 
w ork.

Production a t Nash has reached 
a po in t about equal to the 1952 
h i g h  b u t today ’s o u tp u t is 
achieved w ith  around one-fou rth  
less w orkers tha n  were required 
three years ago. A t  the body 
p lan t 4,700 are now employed as 
aga inst 6,000 in  1952. New auto­
m atic  devices account in  p a rt fo r  
the jum p  in  p ro d u c tiv ity  b u t i t  
has come about m ostly  th rough  
speedup. P roduction quotas are 
constan tly  be ing pushed h igher. 
‘M eanw hile re lie f periods fo r  as­
sembly line  workers are being 
cut down, in  some cases from  
ten to three m inutes per hour.

The w orkers are handicapped 
in  re s is tin g  the speedup because 
the decline o f the company un­
d e r the pressure o f the B ig  Three 
has sowed fe a r and confusion in 
the  union. T h is  is s tr ik in g ly  re ­
vealed in  the case o f Local 75 a t 
the  Nash body p la n t here, a p io ­
neer local o f the U A W -C IO  w ith  
a r ic h  tra d itio n  o f m ilitancy .

The m em bership tends to  push 
the  best f ig h te rs  fo rw a rd  as stew ­
ards in  an e f fo r t  to hold down 
production quotas and exercise 
some con tro l over jo b  conditions. 
How ever there is  l i t t le  sentim ent 
in  the ranks fo r  Local 75 to 
launch an ove r-a ll f ig h t  aga inst 
oppressive m anagem ent policies.

H es ita tion  to  launch such a 
genera l f ig h t  a t th is  tim e  ap­
pears to  stem fro m  these main 
cadses: fe a r  th a t R euther would 
in te rvene to  impose a d ic ta to r­
sh ip  ove r the  loca l; fe a r th a t 
m anagem ent m ig h t ca rry  ou t its  
th re a t to ru n  aw ay to the open- 
shop South; and, a general ex­
pecta tion  th a t auto production 
w i l l  again h it  the skids next 
sum m er. Thus so lv ing  the speed­
up problem fo r  many by the simple 
device o f  la y -o ffs . I t  is w e ll re ­
membered th a t i t  took about 20 
years sen io rity  to  hold a jo b  a t 
the M ilw aukee p lan t d u rin g  the 
1954 slump.
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Loss o f em ploym ent a t Nash 
raises the danger fo r  these w o rk ­
ers o f us ing up th e ir  unem ploy­
m ent com pensation before they 
can f in d  another job. and the re ­
fo re  having to app ly fo r  public 
re lie f. T h a t danger arises from  
the present general economic s it ­
uation in M ilwaukee county.

The heavy m ach inery indus try , 
w h ich  p lays a substantia l role in 
th is  area, has fa lle n  in to  a slump. 
L a y o ffs  are s t i l l  ta k in g  place in  
p lan ts  m an u fac tu ring  fa rm  equip­
ment, pipes and storage tanks. 
Local packing houses have made 
some .comeback fro m  the 1953- 
54 decline bu t have fa ile d  to 
reach the manload peaks o f 1952.

B rew ery em ploym ent is o f f  
about one - fo u rth , despite the 
seasonal p ickup in an tic ipa tion  
o f sum m er sales. A  v is it  to  a 
local b rew ery disclosed one im ­
po rtan t reason fo r  the jo b  de­
cline. W here hundreds were once 
employed to bo ttle  beer, I  saw 
on ly  a hand fu l o f w orkers tend­
in g  machines th a t au tom atica lly  
f i l l  and seal bo ttles  and cans, 
pack them in to  cartons and whksk 
them  o f f  to the sh ipp ing f lo o r  a t 
b re a th -ta k in g  speed.

A t present there  are 32,000 
unemployed in M ilw aukee county, 
an increase o f 7,000 over the 1954 
peak, and the to ta l is  g radua lly  
r is in g . January fig u re s  showed 
15,000 people on re lie f, a jum p 
o f 1,200 over the  December to ­
ta l. However, $8,000 less was 
paid out fo r  re lie f  in  January 
than in  December despite the 
fact m ore people needed aid. 
T ha t fea t was accomplished by 
f ir in g  a few  a d m in is tra to rs  fo r  
being “ too lib e ra l”  in  handing 
out re lie f.

Thé “ l ib e ra li ty ”  am ounted to 
paym ent o f ren t, a m eager cash 
allowance fo r  food and ve ry  l i t ­
t le  else. People rece iv ing  re lie f 
are no t allowed to  own a home 
or car. They m ust stand in  line 
fo r  hours a t the re lie f o ffice , s u f­
fe r  boorish tre a tm e n t and sub­
m it  to  a callous invasion o f th e ir  
p riva te  lives th a t deeply wounds 
human d ig n ity .

These are the  prospects th a t 
w i l l  face m ore and more w o rk ­
ers under the ru le  o f m onopoly 
cap ita lism  whose greedy, selfish 
po licy was summed up by De­
fense Secretary W ilson in ,  the 
brazen slogan, “ W h a t’s good fo r  
General M otors is good fo r  A m er­
ica.”

G row th  o f m onopoly, in fla tio n , 
speedup, unem ploym ent, deple­
tion  o f jobless benefits, s ting y  
and h u m ilia tin g  public re lie f fo r  
the “ displaced persons”  o f the la ­
bor force — few er people re ­
m a in ing  at the top and grea te r 
numbers fa ll in g  to  the very bo t­
tom o f the economic ladder —  
such is the fu tu re  fo r  Am erica 
under cap ita lism .

By Joseph Hansen
B ig  Business was pleased w ith  

the resu lts  o f the jo in t A F L -  
C IO  m eeting Feb. 23 in  W ash­
ing ton , D.C.

F o r evidence o f th a t we need 
c ite  on ly th a t a u th o rita tive  voice 
o f W a ll S treet, the N. Y. Times, 
w h ich  declared e d ito r ia lly  M arch 
6 th a t the jo in t  s tatem ent issued 
by the top o ffice rs  o f the two 
o rgan iza tions is “ a hearten ing 
re a ff irm a tio n  o f the de te rm ina­
tion  o f A m erican  w orkers  to 
w ork  w ith  free  unions overseas 
to block Com m unist im p e ria lism .”

To the publishers o f the T imes, 
the sta tem ent is “ especia lly w e l­
come because i t  represents the 
p la tfo rm  on w h ich  both o rg an i­
zations w ill stand a t the biennia l 
convention o f the In te rn a tion a l 
Confederation o f Free Trade U n ­
ions in  V ienna in  M ay.”/

A nd th is  m outhpiece o f the 
b illio n a ire  corpora tions p a t t e d  
both Meany and R euther approv­
in g ly  on the back fo r  decid ing to 
send a delegation to  answer “ the 
voices o f appeasement”  a t V ie n ­
na. “ We congra tu la te  the lead­
ersh ip  o f the A F L  and CIO fo r  
hav ing  made such a delegation 
possible.”

W hat was there  in  the s ta te ­
ment to draw  such enthusiastic 
approval from  the do lla r o lig a r­
chy tha t runs A m erica?

Meany and R euther themselves 
indica te the answer. In  the press 
handout te ll in g  about the m eet­
ing, they s ingled out as the m ost 
s ig n if ic a n t item  in th e ir  jo in t  
p la tfo rm , the sta tem ent “ oppos­
in g  reduction in  our na tiona l 
arm am ents and weakening o f our 
na tiona l s treng th  ju s t as we op­
pose the A d m in is tra tio n  fa ilu re  
to  prov ide fo r  an adequate eco­
nomic aid p rogram  to the fr ie n d ly  
peoples o f A s ia , A fr ic a  and L a ­
t in  America.!?

The T im es took th a t jo in t  de­
c la ra tio n  as the top o ffice rs  o f 
the A F L  and C IO  obviously in ­
tended i t  should be taken —  as a 
prom ise o f the tw o  union bu­
reaucracies to  fo llow  the b ip a r­
tisan  fo re ig n  po licy line  o f the 
Dem ocrats and Republicans in  
the fo rthcom ing  A F L -C IO  m er­
ger.

W H A T  IT  M E A N S
In  p la in  language th a t means 

the fo llo w in g :
(1 ) They w ill defend the con­

tinued  s to ckp ilin g  o f atom ic and 
bacterio log ica l weapons.

(2 ) They w ill defend con tinua­
tion  o f the atom ic weapons tests 
th a t have a larm ed the whole 
w orld , inc lud ing  some ol' A m e r­
ica ’s most d is tingu ished scientists, 
who, in  the same week as the 
A F L -C IO  statem ent, once again 
warned about rad ioactive  contam ­
ina tion  o f the e a rth ’s atmosphere 
fro m  the tests.

(3 ) They w il l  defend the  re ­
arm am ent o f Japan, the m a in te ­
nance o f the bu tcher Chiang K a i-  
shek on Formosa, and the en­
t ire  im p e ria lis t po licy  in the ¡Far 
East th a t has made A m erica  the 
most hated power in the colonial 
world .

(4) They w i l l  defend the  re ­
arm am ent o f Germ any in  the 
teeth o f the b it te r  opposition o f 
the German w orkers themselves, 
not to speak o f the rest o f the 
w orkers th rou gh ou t Europe.

(5) Everyw here abroad they 
w ill ac t as fa ith fu l houseboys o f 
the State D epartm ent, defending 
its  im p e ria lis t, w a r-d rive  policies 
aga inst a ll c ritic s , in c lud in g  the 
pac ifis t-m inded  representatives o f 
such countries as 'India.

(6 ) A t  home they w ill do th e ir  
u tm ost to p u t over W a ll S tree t’s 
w a r o f “ lib e ra tio n ”  aga inst the 
Soviet bloc, u t il iz in g  the powers

o f the m erged A F L -C IO  organ­
iza tion  to silence any c r it ic a l op­
position.

Is i t  any wonder th a t the edi­
to rs o f the in flu e n tia l Tim es de­
cided th a t such a public s ta te ­
ment by the o ff ic ia l heads o f 
some 15,000,000 organized w o rk ­
ers deserves applause?

S TA B  IN  T H E  B A C K "
From  the v iew po in t o f the in ­

te rna tion a l in te rests  o f the un­
ion m ovem ent,' the statem ent 
signed by M eany and Reuther 
was a crim e o f the w o rs t k ind . 
The w o rkers  o f the colon ia l and 
sem i-colonial countries are doub­
ly  oppressed by General M otors, 
S tandard O il, Lever Bros., and 
the o ther g ia n t corpora tions and 
th e ir  fo re ig n  a ff ilia te s . F rom  
tha t oppression they have gained 
a p o lit ic a l in s ig h t in to  the cha r­
acte r and ro le  o f im peria lism . 
T h e ir  c r it ic is m  and opposition to  
W a ll S tree t s trengthens every 
A m erican un ion in  the  s trugg le  
w ith  the common foe.

B u t instead o f we lcom ing and 
h a ilin g  th is  help and doing a ll 
they can to  assist i t  and build 
i t  up, the heads o f the A F L  and 
CIO  say in  e ffe c t: “ Get back in  
your place. W e’re on the side o f 
the corpora tions, especially in

bu ild ing  the w a r machine tha t 
may ro ll over you r bodies.”

N a tu ra lly  these union spokes­
men fo r  W a ll S treet don’t  pu t 
i t  th a t crassly. Being l a b o r  
“ statesm en,”  they ta lk  about the 
“ shabby co lon ia lis t policies o f 
F rench im p e ria lism .”  They speak 
lo f t i ly  about th e ir  support of 
“ the concept”  o f a id  fo r  “ the 
less developed countries.”  A nd  
n a tu ra lly  the y  take fu l l  advan­
tage o f the crim es o f 'S ta lin ism  
in order to p ic tu re  anyone who 
believes in com m unism  as a “ con­
sp ira to r.”

B u t w h a t r ig h t  do they have 
to ta lk  about the shabby colo­
n ia lis t polic ies o f “ F rench”  im ­
pe ria lism , w h ile  they support the 
w arm ongering  im p e ria lis t policies 
o f W a ll S treet ? A nd  w ha t r ig h t 
do they have to po in t th e ir  fingers 
a t the bureaucratic and d ic ta to r ia l 
practices o f  S ta lin ism  w h ile  th e ir  
own bureaucratic  machines tra m ­
ple on democracy in  the unions 
they head ? W hat r ig h t  do they 
have to even breathe a word 
about “ lib e ra tin g ”  the w orkers 
o f the Soviet bloc when they 
refuse to libe ra te  themselves 
fro m  th e ir  own b c lly -e ra w lin g  
toadyism  to  the po litics  o f the 
b illio n a ire  corpora tions and the 
S tate Departm ent?

The best encouragement the 
Meanys and Reuthers could give 
the Soviet w orkers in. th e ir  s tru g ­
gle to get r id  o f the  S ta lin is t 
police reg im e is to  stop peddling 
the w ar - m ongering propaganda
o f the S tate Departm ent.

“ PO W ER P O L IT IC IA N S ”
The ha tchet men o f the Dem­

ocra tic  and Republican pa rties  
no doubt laughed in  th e ir  inne r 
Circles a t th is  p o litica l move o f 
Meany and Reuther. U n like  th e ir  
European counterparts , t  h e s e 
suckers d idn ’t  even hold ou t fo r  
a p o lit ic a l p rice ! W’hy w ith  15,- 
000,000 w o rke rs  and th e ir  fa m ­
ilies  and th e ir  a llies "behind them  
they could easily have p u t on a 
squeeze th a t would have cracked 
both the Republican and Demo­
c ra tic  machines. But Meany and 
Reuther o b lig in g ly  re fra ined  from  
ask ing  fo r-a n  inch, even one ten- 
thousandth o f an inch! There’s a 
p a ir  o f power po litic ians.

O f course the hatchet men o f 
the Dem ocratic and Republican 
machines d idn ’t laugh in  public. 
They know w hat they’re about. 
Instead they thanked Meany and 
R euther pro fusely th rou gh  an 
e d ito r ia l in  the N .Y . T im es. And 
no doubt M eany and Reuther 
read the e d ito r ia l w ith  gra titude .

$75,000 Fund Scoreboard
C ity Quota Paid Percent
A llen to w n S 73 S8 117
P ittsbu rgh $ 150 155 104
Seattle 175 175 100
D e tro it 750 640 85
N ew ark 275 220.50 80
Chicago 1,600 1,250.50 78
M ilwaukee 250 177 71
Philadelph ia 400 279 70
Boston 600 405 68
Cleveland 250 105 66
San Francisco 800 478 60
Los Angeles 3,000 1,741.83 58
Minnea.polis-St. Paul 1,200 690 68
B u ffa lo 1,600 825 52
New Y o rk 3,200 1,606.50 50
St. Louis 75 32.50 43
Oakland 300 . 118 39
Youngstown 200 75 38
A kro n 125 25 20
General — 6.50 —

Tota ls  th rough  M arch 3 SI 5.025 $9,153.33 61

Our Readers Take the Floor
Loves Animals,
Cool to Humans
E d ito r :

T om orrow  there is to be a 
pro test m ee ting  at the Mas­
sachusetts State House, conduct­
ed by the SPOA (Society fo r  
the Prevention o f C ru e lty  to 
A n im a ls ), to demand pro tection  
o f the faw ns in  the woods fro m  
hunters.

A  woman representa tive  o f the 
o rgan iza tion  called upon me, and 
asked fo r  m y cooperation. I  ¡told- 
her i t  w ould be aga inst m y p r in ­
ciples to  a ttend a p ro tes t meet­
in g  fo r  an im als w h ile  the peo­
ple o f the w o rld  are being endan­
gered by repeated H-bomb tests.

She said: “ But. le t the people 
take care o f themselves the best 
they can, I  would fa r  ra th e r save 
the faw ns.”

I  to ld  her th a t  I  tho ugh t th a t 
was in  its e lf  a sym bol o f the
degeneration o f our times. I  said 
i t  rem inded me ocf the decadence 
o f Rome, especially o f  the insane 
em peror C a ligu la , w'ho b u ilt  a 
tem ple in  honor o f his “ d iv ine ”  
horse.

She said: “ You know, I  a l­
ways th o u g h t h is to ry  was u n fa ir  
to C a ligu la . A  man who loved 
his horse like  th a t —  w e ll, I 
th in k  iit proves his n o b ility  of 
character.”

B. M.
Cam bridge, Mass.

More on Miami
E d ito r:

'In connection w ith  you r a rtic le  
about- how 25 Negro guests were 
k icked ou t o f a L inco ln  Day 
celebration ru n  by  the Repub­
licans in a M iam i Beach hotel, 
the fo llo w in g  fac ts  m ay be o f 
in te rest.

i n  M iam i Beach its e lf  no 
hotel, res tau ran t, cafe or n ig h t­
club w i l l  p u t up o r serve Negro 
customers. The stores on the 
Beach are ipso facto barred to 
Negroes (the  h igh prices would 
prove an economic b a rr ie r  to  
m ost i f  there wasn’t  any J im  
C row  ru le ) . The drugstores are 
barred to Negroes except fo r  the

f il l in g  o f p rescrip tions o r p u r­
chase o f to ile t a rtic les. No Ne­
gro is pe rm itted  in any o f M iam i 
Beach’s m ovie theaters.

The Dem ocratic P a rty  in 
F lo rid a  is against . in te g ra tio n  in 
any fo rm . The Republicans are 
s ile n t on the subject b u t u n o f­
f ic ia lly  are aga inst in te g ra tion , 
too. K . G.

M iam i, F la.

"Freedom Crusade" 
In Youngstown
E d ito r:

'Every year about th is  tim e  in 
Youngstown the annual Crusade 
fo r  Freedom is launched ostensi­
b ly  to raise funds to enable Radio 
Free Europe to b r in g  the voice 
o f W a ll S tree t to  the low lies t 
peasants’ h u t in Eastern Europe. 
A c tu a lly  i t  is believed by some 
o f the class-conscious c r it ic s  o f 
th is  Crusade th a t the rad io broad­
casts to Eastern Europe are o f 
bu t secondary im portance to W a ll 
S treet. The p rim a ry  ob ject ap­
pears to  be to  invo lve a la rg e r 
and la rg e r section o f thé popu la­
tion  in the anti-Com nvunist cam­
paign and keep the w itc h  hunt ho t 
o r a t least p reven t i t  fro m  cooling 
o f f  too much.

Bach year the Y’oungstown V in ­
d ica to r has whipped its e lf  in to  a 
m ounting  fre n z y  o f enthusiasm 
fo r  the  voice o f W a ll S tree t and 
the steel corpora tions have k ic k ­
ed in  w ith  heavy cash con tribu ­
tions. However there has been a 
f ly  in th e ir  o in tm ent. A s the cam ­
paigns broadened in  scope, the 
class in te rests behind the Crusade 
became ra th e r naked since the 
labor movem ent was absent fro m  
the Crusade as was the over­
w he lm ing  bu lk  o f the w orkers.

E v id en tly  the p u b lic ity  m an in 
charge o f the unsavory mess 
po in ted out th is  omission to the 
'local op in ion-m akers and they 
moved to correct i t  a t once. The 
D is tr ic t  D ire c to r o f the Steel­
w orkers U n ion has given his 
blessing and some o f the steel­
w o rkers ’ cash to the voice o f 
W a ll S tree t and advised a ll locals 
and members to do the same. T h is  
ju s t about completes the “ popu la r

f r o n t ”  th a t the V in d ica to r was 
seeking and i t  can now g le e fu lly  
boast th a t 50,000 stee lworkers are 
“ f ig h tin g  com m unism .”

A lth o u g h  th is  c ity  has heavy 
representation among the  popu la­
tion  fro m  E astern Europe there 
does not appeal- to  be any great 
support fo r  th is  propaganda 
d irected aga ins t th e ir  fo rm e r 
homelands; ne ithe r does the re  ap­
pear to be any h o s t ility  towards 
it .  To s t ir  these people out o f 
th e ir  apathy and make everyone 
a pa rtisan  fo r  W a ll S tree t seems 
to be a tough job  fo r  the V in ­
d ica to r and they have tu rne d  the 
jo b  in  p a r t  over to th e ir  labor 
lieutenants.

G. M.
Youngstown, Ohio

The Self-Employed 
Have it Tough, too
E d ito r :

A f te r  read ing F. K .’s le tte r  in  
the Feb. 7 M ilita n t about how 
the RCA w orkers in  Camden go t 
the Short end o f  tihe s tick , I 
tho ugh t you m ig h t be interested 
in the p lig h t o f others who are 
fa r  worse o ff.  F o r example, here 
is a c lip p in g  fro m  the B a ltim ore  
Sun about a woman paid $20.63 
fo r  a 54 h o u r week.

F urthe rm ore , those who t r y  to 
escape exp lo ita tion  by being 
se lf - employed, se rv ic ing  RCA 
prodwfcts, find themselves - lit t le  
b e tte r o f f  than those who g e t a 
more o r less re g u la r salary“ On 
one occasion Philco mailed out 
an ad te ll in g  self-em ployed ser­
vice engineers and technicians 
th a t they could no t expect to 
earn a liv in g  fro m  th e ir  know l­
edge and th e ir  experience, but 
would have to  sell fu rn itu re  
polish, household cement, phono­
graph n e e d l e s ,  re fr ig e ra to r  
trays , etc.

A lso , i f  I  reca ll co rre c tly , 
fa ilu re s  and bankruptcies in the 
e lectrica l appliance business are 
more frequen t than in  o ther 
lines o f business. There seems 
to be no escape under the 
present system.

D.
B a ltim ore , Md.

ALLENTOWN NOW LEADS 
IN PRESS FUND DRIVE

By Constance Fan-
Cam paign M anager

This week,-another city has gone over 100% in the 
$15,000 Press Fund Campaign.

Allentown, which has been keeping on schedule all 
th rou gh  the 3-m onth cam paign,18>~ 
took a b ig  ieap over the heads 
o f seven c ities, to  take f ir s t  place 
on the  Scoreboard.

" I  am pleased to say th a t w ith  
th is  rem ittance, we w il l  have 
gone over our quota by 17% ,”  
w rite s  Regina, the cam paign d i­
rector. “ I believe we can do much 
b e tte r thaq  th is  though .”  I t  is 
w o n d e rfu lly  in s p ir in g  to h e a r  
th a t even though the goal has 
been passed, the readers in A l ­
lentow n w i l l  continue to collect 
money to make the pub lica tion  
o f The M il ita n t  possible.

Seattle also reached the 100% 
m ark  w ith  th is  issue o f the  pu- 
per. C lara Kaye WTotc a t the  be­
g in n in g  o f the week, “ We are 
hoping to go over ou r quota and 
are no t re la x in g  our e ffo r ts  to 
obtain con tribu tions  tow ard  The 
M ilita n t,  the best paper fo r  the 
best w ork ing -c lass f ig h te rs .”  A l­
together, Seattle  sent us three 
checks during- the week, show ing 
how hard the  readers who had 
made pledges were w o rk in g  to 
make the goal. Today, came a 
le tte r  fro m  S allie  Stone. “ E n­
closed is a check fo r  $9 and to 
m y books th a t makes Seattle 
100% paid. I  hope i t  can be in  
the  next issue o f The M il i ta n t  
because i t  makes th is  sm all group 
o f  readers fee l v e ry  good to see 
us reach 100% by  M arch 8.
E ve ry  co n trib u to r has worked 
ve ry  hard  in  th is  cam paign. We 
also have fr ie n d s  to tha nk  fo r  
ou r v ic to ry .”

Readers in  19 c ities  th ro u g h ­
ou t the U.S. have .pledged to

New York 
Friday Forum

F ri., M arch 18, 8 P. M. 
Speaker: M arve l Scholl 

“ A rg e n tin a  —  Peron’s S trugg le  
W ith  the C atholic Church”  

•
F ri., M arch 25, 8 P. M. 

Speaker: A r t  Sharon 
“ M atusow ’s Expose o f 

the W itch  H u n t”
•

116 U n iv e r ity  Place 
C on tribu tion  26c.

ra ise $15,000 to  keep The 1VÎÎI- 
i ta n t  go ing. E veryone who reads 
th is  paper know s how  im p o rta n t 
i t  is  th a t the one voice fo r  class 
s trugg le  socialism  in the  U.S. 
should continue to be heard. A nd  
h igh  p r in t in g  costs make support 
o f the cam paign by every f ig h te r  
fo r  socialism  a m ust. Even so, 
the fa c t is the cam paign is la g ­
g ing . I f  the cam paign is to  f in ­
ish IN  F U L L  A N D  ON T IM E  
by M arch 31, the lag  between 
69% , which is the percentage 
w h ich  should be paid by th is  
tim e, and w h a t the scoreboard 
shows fo r  the to ta l collections, 
m ust be made up.

However, everyone seems op­
tim is t ic  th a t we w ill f u l f i l l  the 
cam paign successfully. Oakland, 
a lthough fa r  down, is  con fident 
th a t by M arch 28th, every one 
who has pledged to  the  fund w i l l  
come th rough . “ Oakland has a l­
ways come th rough  in the s tre tch  
and we are sure that, we w i l l  no t 
fa i l  th is  t im e ,”  is  the w ay B il l 
Kaye expresses it .  “ There is no 
doubt tha t we’ ll  have ou r quota 
fu lf i l le d  on tim e, as a lw ays,”  
w rite s  A lm a Setdn fro m  P h ila ­
de lphia .

We w ish to thank tw o readers 
o f The M il ita n t  who sent in th e ir  
con tribu tions  d irec t. George S. 
f r o  m B ayport, Who pa id h is 
m on th ly  pledge o f $1' and John 
P. M. o f O ttaw a, I ll in o is  who 
sent in  $3.

Seattle
Hear Farrell Dobbs 
“ W ha t’s Ahead For 

Am erican Labor”
•

Sat., M arch 26, 8:30 P. M. 
Polish H a ll 1714 —  18th Ave. 

•
Refreshm ents and social 

fo llo w in g  discussion 
•

D onation: 50c. 
Unem ployed free

TWIN CITIES
Farrell Dobbs

N a t’ l Sec'y SW P 
“ The Road Ahead 

For Am erican Labor”
•

Sat., M arch 19th, 8 P. M.
10 South 4th St., M inneapolis

Discussion Refreshm ents 
C o n trib u tio n : 25c.

Detroit Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

•
S ta lin ism  and 
Its  A po log is ts

F rida y , M arch 18, at 8 P. M.
•

The F B I
F riday , M arch 25, a t  8 P. M.

•
The U A W  Convention:

A Report from  Cleveland 
F rid a y , A p r i l 1, a t 8 P. M.

•
A t .3000 Grand R iver, Rm. 207 

Donation 25c.
Free to unemployed
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Wall St.'s 'Right7 to Be in Formosa
When the U.S. fleet intervened to cover 

Chiang Kai-shek’s withdrawal from sev­
eral Chinese islands, the well-known con­
servative columnist Walter Lippmann 
made a revealing criticism of Eisenhower’s 
stated purpose for interfering in the 
Chinese civil war. We failed at the time 
to comment on Lippmann’s views, which 
were published on Jan. 24. These opinions 
have renewed pertinence, however, in the 
light of Secretary of State Dulles’ state­
ment, issued in Formosa on March 3, of 
U.S. imperialism’s intention to “ defend” 
Formosa — that is, the seizure of Formosa 
by the U.S.-armed Chiang Kai-shek gang.

Lippmann wrote in January that “ the 
president gaye a very poor reason for our 
decision to draw a line between the 
Formosa-Pescadores territory which we 
will defend and the off-shore islands which 
we will not defend. He said that the 
Tachens and the small islands are not ‘a 
vital element, as we see it, in the defense 
of Formosa and the Pescadores.’ This 
takes it for granted that we have a uni­
lateral right to intervene in foreign 
territory for strategic reasons — that the 
controlling principle of our policy is not 
law but strategy. This, to give it its true 
name, is militarism.”

Lippmann’s implication is clear. I f  m ili­
tary-strategic considerations determine 
the “ right”  of this country to seize or 
“ defend” foreign territory, then each new 
territory which the U.S. takes under its 
m ilitary wing requires to be “ defended” 
by seizure of the next closest area as well. 
This area, in turn, must be “ defended” by 
a further seizure, until the whole world is 
in the U.S. grasp.

But “ the right to intervene in foreign 
territory for strategic reasons,”  as Lipp­
mann put it, was applied to Formosa and 
the Pescadores as well. On Jan. 24, Eisen­
hower’s message to Congress said that in 
“ unfriendly hands”  Formosa and the 
Pescadores “ would create a breach in the 
island chain of the western Pacific that 
constitutes, for the United States and

other free nations, the geographical back­
bone of their security structure in that 
ocean.”

Lippmann is correct when he indicates 
that U.S. “ defense” of the off-shore Chinese 
islands smacks of open m ilitary aggres­
sion. But what gives a “ lawful”  character 
to U.S. “ defense” of Formosa? He says: 
“ We have a right to be present in Formosa 
and the Pescadores under the terms of the 
Japanese surrender. But were we to in­
tervene in the off-shore islands, we would 
be acting on Chinese territory in a Chinese 
civil war.”

The “ law” as cited by Lippmann hap­
pens to be the “ terms of surrender”  im­
posed by force of arms on defeated Jap­
anese imperialism by victorious American 
iimperialism. The Japanese had taken pos­
session of Formosa by reason of the 
“ terms of surrender”  imposed on China in 
1895 by force of Japanese arms. Formosa 
is Chinese territory and U.S. intervention 
there is also “ acting on Chinese territory 
in a Chinese civil war.”

Now, the State Department has decided 
to put the seizure of Formosa on the basis 
of “ law” as well as m ilitary strategy. That 
is the reason why Dulles on March 3 
signed a m ilitary treaty between the U.S. 
and Dictator Chiang’s “ Republic of China” 
— although Chiang has been kicked out of 
China since 1949. The trick is transparent. 
The U.S. “ recognizes”  Chiang’s regime on 
Formosa as the “ Republic of China.”  That 
“ legalizes”  Chiang. Chiang invites the U.S. 
to “ defend”  Formosa and signs a treaty 
with the U.S. That then “ legalizes” U.S. 
intervention in Formosa.

True enough, this isn’t  the “ law” Lipp- 
man proposed as the basis for grabbing 
Formosa. And it  reinforces, rather than 
weakens, his complaint about Washington 
“ acting on Chinese territory in a Chinese 
civil war.”  The real tru th  of the matter is 
that Wall Street imperialism has grabbed 
Formosa as a m ilitary base using Chiang’s 
regime as a front. And there is no honest 
way to make this theft lawful.
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Schools and Witch Hunt

Free the Witch-Hunt Victims !
The evidence is now conclusive that the 

Department of Justice and the FBI secured 
their convictions against political dis­
senters by using perjured testimony of 
government-paid informers. The evidence 
is equally conclusive that the Department 
of Justice, the FBI and the inquisitorial 
congressional committees bought perjured 
testimony in the fu ll consciousness they 
were doing so in order to railroad their 
victims to prison. (See lead article by 
A rt Preis in this issue.)

Even the capitalist press cannot bury 
these facts. They can only try  to wriggle 
around them. They deplore the and “ lack 
of judgement”  of the Justice Department. 
They might as well come right out and 
say; “ Why did you get caught?”

Meanwhile there are scores of victims 
of Justice Department frame-ups in 
prison. How long are these framed victims 
of the perjury-for-payment system going 
to continue to serve time for the crimes of 
the FBI ?

That is the main issue raised by the ex­

posure of the methods of the Department 
of Justice and the FBI.

We are fu lly aware of the fact that the 
witch hunters will figh t desperately to 
keep every victim of their perjured testi­
mony in prison. For them it  is a life and 
death issue. But so is it  for partisans gf 
civil liberties. The witch hunt is wide open 
for a body blow. The creatures of the witch 
hunt itself have inflicted a serious wound 
upon it. Let’s not miss the opening. Let’s 
strike the blow!

Attorneys for the Communist Party 
leaders, who were convicted under the 
Smith Act, are fighting in the courts to 
reopen and review the cases in the light of 
the revelations of Matusow and others. 
This is the very least that elementary 
justice demands. But matters should not 
be allowed to rest with a court fight.

The court figh t must be backed all the 
way. Above all the labor movement must 
raise its voice. Every individual and or­
ganization for civil liberties must demand: 
Free the victims of the witch hunt!

Another Object Lesson in Politics
The recent victory of Richard J. Daley 

as candidate for Mayor of Chicago on the 
Democratic ticket is part of the same poli­
tical pattern manifested in the 1954 Con­
gressional elections. I t  is a Continuation of 
the electoral trend toward the Democratic 
Party in political alliance with the labor 
movement. ,

Daley was the candidate of the Demo­
cratic machine in Chicago. Martin Ken- 
nelly, the present Mayor, was dumped by 
the machine and deserted by the labor 
movement. Kennelly trailed Daley by some 
100,000 votes.

Daley admitted that a major factor in 
his victory was the support of the AFL 
and CIO. An additional powerful factor 
was the mobilization of the Negro vote 
for the Daley candidacy. This was possible 
largely as a result of the events in Trum­
bull Park, where nearly two years ago 
racist mobs, supported by several fascist 
groups, attacked Negro tenants in this 
public housing project.

Although sufficient evidence existed to 
make possible the prosecution of the 
groups fomenting violence, Mayor Ken­
nelly refused to act. Sporadic outbreaks of 
violence continue to this day — in the 
presence of the 300 police stationed at the 
project.

For the Negro people, therefore, Ken- 
nelly’s billing as a “ friend of labor”  and a 
' ‘champion of minority rights,”  when he 
was backed by the labor movement eight 
years ago, has become a bitter joke. For 
the iabor movement itself, Kennelly has 
perforihed in the customary manner. He 
showed that his relations with Big Busi­
ness (including his place on the Board of 
Directors of Wilson and Co., anti-union 
packing firm ) was much closer to his heart

than a few election promises.
But it  shouldn’t  be imagined, for a 

moment that these circumstances are 
peculiar to Chicago. The Kennellys of the 
Democratic Party are everywhere — and 
so are the Daleys.

When one fake Democratic “ friend of 
labor”  wears out, there is always another 
to take his place. That’s been true for as 
long as the labor officials have tied the 
American workers to the capitalist poli­
tical machines.

The workers in Chicago are not unaware 
of these facts. Hundreds of thousands of 
workers stayed away from the polls, out 
of political indifference to the contest be­
tween capitalist politicians. But the main 
body of rank-and-file unionists and the 
Negro people, while bitterly aware of the 
hypocrisy on the Democratic machine, still 
hope to improve their conditions by sup­
porting in a body the labor-official backed 
Democrats.

I f  it  wasn’t  for this widespread belief 
among the workers, the class-collabo 
rationist political line of the trade union 
officials would collapse. I t  will take a 
decisive national test of the Daleys and 
Kennellys for the workers to become 
imbued with the conviction that only 
through the road of independent working- 
class politics and the formation of their 
own Labor Party, can they achieve their 
ends.

Meanwhile it  is the task of the class­
conscious minority in the labor move~Jsnt 
to keep the record straight, to stick by 
their program, and to remain confident 
that accumulated experience of the work­
ers will surely be translated into a power­
ful breakaway from political bondage to 
capitalism.

By Frank Lovell
SW P Candidate fo r  M ich igan 

Superintendent o f 
P ub lic  In s tru c tio n

D E T R O IT  —  Teachers were the 
f ir s t  v ic tim s  o f the w itch  hunt, 
unleashed by the T rum an adm in­
is tra tio n  ’ eight years ago. Th is 
has served to d rive  some o f the 
most com petent teachers out o f 
the public schools, to  discourage 
others from  en te ring  the teach­
in g  profession, and to low er the 
already low standard o f educa­
tion  in  A m erica.

The iro n y  o f th is  is the fa c t 
th a t those po litic ians  in govern­
m ent who now profess in te res t 
in re h a b ilita tin g  the schools o f 
the na tion are also the ones who 
support the w itch  hun t. T h is  is 
no t s u rp ris in g  because the  gen­
era l w itch  h u n t atm osphere is 
p a rt o f the p repa ra tion  fo r  w ar. 
I t  is  a negation o f free  educa­
tion . T h is  is a fu r th e r  il lu s tra ­
tio n  o f the se lf-de fea ting  edu­
cationa l plans o f the Republicans 
and Dem ocrats w lio  say we need 
be tte r schools to  prepare the 
you th  o f A m erica  to  f ig h t  com­
m unism . The schoo ls-fo r-w ar p ro ­
g ram  means the end o f educa­
tion , no t its  re h a b ilita tio n .

E F F E C T  O F W IT C H  H U N T
The overa ll e ffec t o f the w itc h ­

hu n t atmosphere on teachers was 
c le a rly  sta ted some tim e  ago by 
Robert M. H u tch ins, fo rm e r chan­
ce llo r o f the  U n iv e rs ity  o f C h i­
cago and p resen tly  assistant d i­
rec to r o f Ford  Foundation. D r. 
H u tch ins said, “ The question is 
not how m any teachers have been 
fired , but how m any th in k  they 
m ig h t be, and fo r  w hat reason. 
I t  is even worse than th a t. Teach­
ers are not m ere ly a fra id  o f be­
in g  f ire d ; they are a fra id  o f  ge t­
t in g  in to  troub le , w ith  resu ltan t 
damage to th e ir  professional pros­
pects and th e ir  standings in  th e ir  
com m unities. You don’t  have to 
f ire  many teachers to  in tim id a te  
them a ll. The en tire  teaching 
profession o f the U n ited  States 
is now in tim ida ted  . . . The s p ir it  
o f the teaching profession is  be­
in g  crushed, and, w ith  it ,  our 
hopes o f education.”

The F ord  F ounda tion ’s Fund 
fo r  the Republic has undertaken 
a study to “ assess the degree o f 
fe a r”  am ong teachers. The study 
w ill include the fo llo w in g  areas: 
hand ling  o f con trovers ia l subjects 
in  the classroom; re la tionsh ips 
w ith  students, fe llo w  teachers 
and ad m in is tra tive  s u p e r i o r s  ; 
fee lings..about expressing unpop­
u la r opinions in  pro fessional pub­
lica tion s ; w illingness to take p a rt 
in e x tra -c u rr ic u la r and commu­
n ity  a ffa irs ;  and the inihrenice o f 
tenure on academic freedom .

I t  is  doub tfu l w hethe r the ques­
tionna ires tha t have been sent out 
fo r  purposes o f the s tudy w il l  
be re turned in  a ll instances, and

E d ito r ’s note: T h is  is the 
fo u rth  and last a rtic le  o f a 
series on education. We re g re t 
tha t a num ber o f typograph ica l 
e rro rs  in the second a rtic le  o f 
th is  series (Feb. 28) gave an 
erroneous p ic tu re  o f the s itu a ­
tion  in  the M ich igan  schools. 
Annua l increase in the num ber 
o f students in th is  s ta te  is 
65,000 to  70,000. T h is  means 
th a t each year 2,000 more 
teachers are needed in M ic h i­
gan. But in th is  s tate alone 
4,500 leave the teaching p ro­
fession every year, c rea ting  a 
need fo r  6,500 new teachers in 
M ich igan at the beginn ing o f 
each school year. They leave 
the profession because o f un­
sa tis fa c to ry  w o rk in g  condi­
tions, undue s tra in  o f over­
la rge  classes, sham efu lly  low 
salaries. The Republican op­
ponent o f F ra n k  Love ll has 
called fo r  a $500,000,000 educa­
tion  program  in  M ich igan, no t 
$500,000.

i t  is  qu ite  lik e ly  th a t answers in 
m ost instances w il l  tend to  be 
evasive. There is  good reason fo r  
the fe a r th a t pervades the teach­
in g  pro fession today.

W ha t happened recen tly  to  fo u r  
teachers in  the D e tro it school sys­
tem  w i l l  exp la in  w hy teachers 
are a fra id  today. L a s t year, M ay 
3, 1954, these fo u r  teachers were 
summoned to  appear before the 
C la rdy Com m ittee. A l l  o f  them  
refused to  answer any questions, 
c la im in g  th a t the na ture  o f the 
in q u iry  was beyond the power o f 
the com m ittee under the  F irs t  
Am endm ent and th a t under the  
F if th  Am endm ent no person could 
be requ ired to  be a .witness 
against h im se lf. They w ere  care­
fu l no t to  c la im  im m u n ity  under 
the F if th  Am endm ent on the 
grounds th a t answers they gave 
m ig h t tend to in c rim in a te  them  
because the D e tro it  Board o f 
Education had p rev ious ly  adopted 
a po licy  to discharge any person 
who refused to answer questions 
about h im se lf on those grounds.

Tw o a f these teachers, Sydney 
Garber and H a ro ld  Rosen, were 
suspended fro m  th e ir  jobs in  the  
e lem entary schools tw o days a f ­
te r  they appeared before the 
C la rdy Com m ittee. The o the r two, 
Gerald H a rrison  and I rv in g  S te in , 
were la te r  suspended fro m  th e ir  
jobs a t W ayne U n iv e rs ity .

L ike  thousands o f others, these 
teachers were fired  w ith o u t any 
a ttem p t to show why they should 
bg considered incom petent, w ith ­
out any list, o f specific charges 
presented against them, and w ith ­
out any hearings where they 
could con fron t th e ir  accusers and 
answer the a llega tion  o f “ com­
m unist p a rty  m em bership.”

Is  i t  any wonder th a t teachers 
are a fra id  today, th a t fre e  in ­
q u iry  no longer ex is ts  in  the

A m erican schools, th a t con fo rm ­
i t y  is the  ru le , th a t “ the s p ir it  
o f the teaching profession is be­
in g  crushed, and, w ith  it ,  ou r 
hopes o f educa tion?”

Even the modest demand o f the 
union m ovem ent th a t labo r h is ­
to ry  be ta u g h t in the public 
schools is denounced by  reaction ­
aries as “ an a tte m p t by  the un­
ion bosses to  reg im en t o u r  
schools.”  These are the k inds o f 
restrictions! th a t are i m p o s e d  
upon the teachers by the school 
ad m in is tra to rs . Anyone who ques­
tions th is  is d riven  ou t o f the 
teaching profession.

LA B O R ’S T A S K
I t  is c lear th a t on ly  an aroused 

labo r m ovem ent can save the 
school system in  th is  country . I t  
cannot do th is  th ro u g h  the Dem ­
ocra tic  and Repurrblican pa rties . 
O rganized labo r needs its  own 
La bo r P a rty  in  o rder to  f ig h t  
fo r  such basic and elem entary 
needs as fre e  education.

The Labor P a rty  spokesmen in  
governm ent could c u t th rough  
the s ta ll in g  and the a lib is  o ffe red 
now by the Dem ocrats and Re­
publicans. They could sponsor leg ­
is la tion  fo r  federal education, 
ta k in g  the  w ho le  problem  o u t o f 
the hands o f the local school d is ­
tr ic ts  where the  schools are the 
v ic tim s  o f the local b igo ts  and 
the reac tiona ry  business in te rests.

Federal education is the  on ly 
w ay the  school system can p ro ­
vide adequate and equal oppor­
tu n ity  fo r  a ll students in  a l l sec­
tions o f the country . U nde r such 
a p lan p le n ty  o f schools could 
be b u ilt  everywhere w ith o u t con­
cern fo r  local fin a n c ia l problem s. 
Salaries and qu a lifica tio ns  o f 
teachers could be ra ised so as to 
make them  independent o f local 
poverty , and enable them  to  com­
b a t local pre judices and igno ­
rance. The educational standards 
could be ra ised in  line  w ith  the  
s igh ts  o f our m ore serious edu­
cators.

A  federa l education p rogram  
is such an obvious need in  th is  
coun try  th a t i t  is hard fo r  those 
who do no t understand the  mo­
tives o f  the Dem ocratic and Re­
publican p a r ty  po litic ian s  to be­
lieve th a t anyone in  governm ent 
—  local, state, o r  na tiona l —  would 
oppose such a  program . B u t the 
fa c t is th a t on ly  the labo r move­
m ent is in terested in  federa l edu­
cation today.

The S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty , 
in  its  cu rren t cam paign in  M ich ­
igan fo r  be tte r schools, is  de­
m anding tha t the $40 b illio n  fed- 
e r  a 1 arm am ents p rogram  be 
scrapped in fa v o r o f schools and 
other social needs. We w an t to  
bu ild  schools, no t bombs. Our 
purpose in  ra is in g  such a de­
mand is to  expose the basic rea­
son fo r  the cris is  in  education 
and m obilize the people to achieve 
a so lu tion.

World Events ;
A  TW O  M O N T H  S T R IK E  o f

40,000 A fr ic a n  m iners in  the 
N o rth e rn  Rhodesia copper m ines 
ended on M arch 2. The A fr ic a n  
M inew orkers  U n ion  was forced 
to accept the te rm s o f the Cham­
ber o f M ines and re tu rn  to w o rk  
w ith o u t any concessions.

*  *  •

C O E X IS T E N C E  N E W S : T h e
Des M oines R eg is te r in a P’eb. 
10 e d ito r ia l on the Soviet U n ion ’s 
plan fo r  a corn-hog a g r ic u ltu ra l 
set-up, suggested th a t a Soviet 
de legation come to Iow a to  study 
corn-hog fa rm in g  in  its  m ost 
h ig h ly  developed fo rm . On M arch 
1 Soviet A g ric u ltu re , organ o f 
the USSR’s M in is try  o f A g r ic u l­
tu re , said i t  would be happy to 
send a Soviet de legation to Iow a 
to study corn and hogs. I t  fu r th e r 
suggested th a t an Iowa delega­
tion  v is it  the Soviet Union. Re­
ac tio na ry  pub lishe r W ill ia m  Ran­
dolph H ears t, J r., recen tly  re ­
turned fro m  a to u r o f the USSR, 
has proposed th a t the  U.S. set 
up a “ com petitive  coexistence 
p lan n in g  board " to  p lan fu tu re  
re la tions  w ith  the Soviet U n ion . 

*  •  •
C O E X I S T E N C E  A T M O S ­

P H E R E  IN  B E R L IN  is  especial­
ly  m arked. Recently a busload 
o f Soviet A rm y  o ffice rs  a rrive d  
in  W est B e rlin  to  a ttend a W a lt 
D isney movie a t a U.S. A rm y  
theatre. A  fe w  weeks e a rlie r 
B r it is h , A m erican and French a r ­
m y o ffice rs  had attended a m o­
vie a t S ov ie t A rm y  headquarters. 
The Soviet Consulate in  E as t 
B e rlin  used to be a place where 
A m ericans, B r it is h  and French 
o ffic ia ls  could never ge t th rou gh  
the delay and red tape. N ow  a ll 
is  changed, westerners get super­
service. W estern d ip lom ats  and 
jo u rn a lis ts  now have names and 
telephone num bers o f Soviet o f ­
f ic ia ls , who are known to be ve ry  
cooperative and who w i l l  expe­
d ite  th in g s  fo r  them.

*  *■ *

H A N G M A N ’S R E G I M E  i n
K enya continues its  b loody re ­
pression o f the A fr ic a n  people 
in  a fash ion revea ling  th a t there 
is no basic d iffe rence between 
the ba rba rism  o f the N azis and 
B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts . Since the 
emergency was declared in  order 
to  smash the  p o lit ic a l o rgan iza­
tions, co-ops, schools, unions, etc., 
o f the people o f Kenya, over 800 
A f r i c a n s  have been hanged. 
Thousands more have been h u n t­
ed down and shot in  cold blood. 
The present ra te  o f ha ng ing  is 
oyer 50 a m onth. So fa r  320 A f r i ­
can have been hanged fo r  alleged 
possession o f weapons o r am m u­
n ition , 200 fo r  associa ting w ith  
“ te rro r is ts ,”  and 50 fo r  “ m isce l­
laneous”  offenses.

*  *  *

U.S. “ M IS T A K E S .”  In  a p ro ­
paganda appeal to the people o f

Ind ia  to see “ w h a t’s r ig h t ”  about 
U.S. fo re ig n  po licy , ex-Am bas- 
sador 'Bowles fr ie d  to sweeten 
the ba it by a d m ittin g  tw o U.S. 
“ m istakes.”  These were the m il i­
ta ry  crossing o f the 3.8th pa ra lle l 
in to  N o rth  Korea by U.S. forces 
and support o f the “ French col­
on ia l reg im e”  in  Indo-China.

v  *  *

A  C O L O N IA L  S E C U R IT Y  O F ­
F IC E R  in Kenya was g iven an 
18-month sentence fo r  beating  a 
young g i r l  to death. She was sus­
pected o f be ing a M an Mau. A n  
extenua ting  circum stance pleaded 
fo r  the m urdere r was th a t i t  was 
“ general p rac tise  to use vio lence”  
to  ge t confessions fro m  captives.

*  *  a-.

J A P A N E S E  RR U N IO N  D E L ­
E G A T IO N  v is it in g  the U.S. to ld  
A m erican ra i l labo r o ff ic ia ls  that, 
“ the w o rk in g  people o f Japan a re  
s t i l l  lead ing a m ost w retched life . 
The reac tiona ry  ru l in g  class is 
ta k in g  every means to  ham per 
free  a c tiv itie s  o f trade unions in  
an a tte m p t to  rev ive  m ilita r is m .”  
The average wage o f a ra ilro a d  
w o rke r in  Japan is  about $44 a 
month. The delegates also des­
cribed th e ir  a ttem p ts  a t job ac­
tion  despite a no -s trike  law. 
These included slow-downs, re ­
s u ltin g  fro m  a r ig id  observance 
o f opera ting  ru les, and demon­
stra tions . U n ion is ts  have been 
fire d  and some arrested in  t in s  
s trugg le . “ We w il l  continue,”  the 
spokesman fo r  the  d e l e g a t i o n  
said, “ s tru g g lin g  fo r  trade union 
r ig h ts , a be tte r life  fo r  the w o rk ­
in g  people, and fo r  w o rld  peace, 
re in forced by s o lid a r ity  w ith  ou r 
bro thers  o f a ll countries, espe­
c ia lly  the U n ite d  States.”

* * *
M E X IC O ’S R IG H T  O F A S Y ­

L U M  has been re a ffirm e d  in  the 
case o f the  G uatem alan exiles. 
M exican courts overru led the  
Justice  D epartm ent w h ich had 
bowed to  Guatem alan and LLS. 
State Dept, pressure by a rre s t­
in g  and a tte m p tin g  to  ex tra d ite  
fo rm e r o ff ic ia ls  o f  the  A rbenz 
reg im e w ho had fled  to M exico. 
O n ly P resident Ru iz Cortines can 
ove rru le  the courts  and th is  is 
not expected in  v ie w  o f M exico’s 
long tra d it io n  o f the r ig h t  o f 
po litica l asylum .

* * *
T H E  PO RT OF M O M B A S A  IN  

K E N Y A  was closed down on 
M arch 4 by a s tr ik e  o f 10,000 
A f r i c a n s  demanding h i g h e r  
wages. T roops were used to  un­
load 20 vessels. Despite the fa c t 
th a t the s tr ik e  was condemned 
by un ion leaders as w e ll as gov­
ernm ent o ff ic ia ls , the p i c k e t s  
arm ed w ith  clubs tu rned aw ay 
scabs. S igns in  the na tive  la n ­
guage read. “ S tay aw ay fro m  
w o rk  —  or you  w il l  know  how to 
die.”

. . .R /p  New Holes in Frame-up System
(Continued from  page 1)

U nion, th a t the re  were m ore than 
100 dues-paying members o f the 
C om m unist P a rty  on the  ed ito ria l 
s ta f f  o f  the N .Y . T im es and 76 
employed by  T im e, Inc. A  m onth 
la te r he in fla te d  the N .Y . T im es 
fig u re  to  “ 126 Com m unists on 
the Sunday section o f the N .Y . 
T im es.”  Even when i t  was re ­
vealed th a t the re  were on ly  90 
persons a ll- to ld  on the  s ta ff,  no 
one in  the Justice D epartm ent or 
Senate questioned the re l ia b il ity  
o f M atusow as a w itness.

Sen. M cC lellan (D -A rk .) ,  who 
now heads the  Senate In te rn a l 
S ecu rity  Com m ittee, tr ie d  to  get 
M atusow to  ad m it th a t he should 
go to  ja i l  fo r  h is  lies and asked 
i f  he were ready to  “ repay your 
debt to soc ie ty?”  W hen M atusow 
began to answ er: “ I  would i f  the 
others who lied — ,”  M cC lellan 
roared: “ I ’m no t ta lk in g  about 
the others, I ’m ask ing  you.”  
M atusow  w en t on:

“ I  w ou ld  i f  Pau l Crouch, B u- 
denz, M iss [E lizabe th ] B en tley 
M ann ing  Johnson, and a ll the 
others who lied, who were fa lse  
witnesses, were ind icted b u t no t 
i f  the governm ent makes me the 
scapegoat. B u t i f  they are tr ie d  
fo r  th e ir  crimes, I  w ou ld  g lad ly  
go any place they go.”

M cC lellan tr ie d  to tw is t  th is . 
“ In  o ther words,”  he said,, “ i f  
the governm ent is now ready to 
prosecute a ll o f those who ren­
dered th is  service fo r  th e ir  coun­
try ,  then you would be w illin g , 
maybe, to consider a plea o f g u il­
ty . ”

F a m ilia r  w ith  th is  M cC arthy- 
type  tw is t in g  o f statem ents, M a­
tusow sa id : “ S ir, I  don’ t  th in k  
M r. Paul Crouch has rendered 
any constructive  service to his 
governm ent by ly in g  under oath, 
as he has done, nor has Mr. 
M anning Johnson.”

M cC le llan tr ie d  to  im pugn Ma- 
tusow ’s confession by la y in g  i t  
to  a desire to  “ com m ercia lize”  
on h is new book, “ False W it ­
ness.”  The Senator did no t state 
w hethe r such governm ent stool- 
pigeons as Louis Budenz, E liz a ­
beth B entley and W h itta k e r 
Chambers lied  on the w itness 
stand in order to “ com m ercia lize”  
on books, a rtic les  and lecture 
fees w h ich  netted them  sm all fo r ­

tunes. Budenz has adm itted  he 
made $70,000 in seven years ou t 
o f the  “ in fo rm e r racke t,”  as M a­
tusow term ed it .  N o r did M cC lel­
lan comment on the t ru th  o f 
M atusow ’s tes tim ony w hen the 
governm ent was pa y in g  h im  $25 
a day, p lus $9 expense money, 
as an “ expert w itness”  on “ Com­
m unism .”  M atusow got $977 from  
the governm ent ju s t fo r  h is tes­
tim ony in  the S m ith  A c t T r ia l 
o f the 13 Com m unist P a rty  lead­
ers in  1952 —  testim ony tha t 
M atusow now swears was fram ed 
w ith  the d irec t com p lic ity  o f Roy 
Cohn, then an assistant U.S. a t­
torney and la te r aide to Senator 
M cC arthy.

N o t a s ingle governm ent agen­
cy —  p a rtic u la r ly  the F B I and 
the Senate in q u is ito r ia l com m it­
tees —  saw a n y th in g  odd about 
an in fo rm er, a w itness under 
oath, who in 1952 g o t $750 fro m  
H e a rs t’s 'N .Y. Jou rna l-A m erican  
fo r  h is  “ m em oirs”  —  one in s ta ll­
ment o f  which carried  the  red­
in k  banner: “ Secret F B I M em ­
ber R eports : 3,500 Students Re­
cru ited  Here fo r  Red F if th  C ol­
um n.”  ,

A N T IO C H  C O LLE G E  C ASE
W as M atusow  so clever he took 

the D epa rtm en t o f  Justice  in  ? 
No, the  D epartm ent ins is ts  his 
tes tim ony was solid and he was 
re liab le  when he was do ing his 
f i l t h y  chores fo r  the F B I.  This 
is h a rd ly  p lausib le in v iew  o f 
M atusow ’s tes tim ony about the 
students o f A n tioch  College in  
Ohio back in 1952, ju s t before 
the Justice  D epartm ent p u t him  
on its  pay ro ll.

M atusow  was in troduced to  h is 
stoolpigeon w o rk  by  E dw ard and 
M artha  E dm iston o f W aynesville , 
O., who had done undercover w ork  
fo r  the F B I in  the Com m unist 
P a rty . M atusow  had been p u t­
t in g  in  some ove rtim e w o rk  tes­
t i fy in g  before the Ohio Com m is­
sion on U n-A m erican  A c tiv it ie s  
in  January, 1952. The husband 
o f the in fo rm e r team has stated 
th a t they broke o f f  re la tions w ith  
M atusow  in  M ay, 1952, a f te r  they 
learned he had tr ied  to  fake  evi- 
d e n c e  o f “ re d - in f il tra t io n ”  a t 
A ntioch. M atusow  said: “ Never 
m ind, i f  the file s  don’t  show

them  anyhow.”  He came up w ith  
the sta tem ent that. 500 o f the 
1,200 students a t A n tio ch  sup­
ported “ a ll the a c tiv itie s  and the 
lin e ”  o f the  C om m unist P a rty . 
The M cC arran com m ittee sw a l­
lowed th is  w ith o u t question.

The Feb. 8 A n tio ch  Record, 
s tudent newspaper, reported th a t 
A r th u r  iS trunk, an undercover 
F B I agen t fo r  m any years in  
th a t  area, la s t September to ld  a 
D ayton hearing  o f the U.S. House 
U n-A m erican  A c tiv it ie s  C om m it­
tee th a t he never knew  M atusow  
and “ the re ’s som eth ing w rong  
w ith  h im .”  He to ld  the  Record: 
“ T here  never was any Com m un­
is t  group a t A n tio ch .”

Is  i t  believable the Justice  De­
pa rtm en t wasn’t  in fo rm ed  on Ma 
tusow ’s re l ia b il ity  as a w itness 
when three F B I agents e ither 
knew he was fra m in g  evidence 
about A ntioch students o r th a t 
he was ly in g ?

T H E IR  F IR S T  R E A C T IO N
A s a m a tte r o f fa c t, when M a­

tusow  f i r s t  confessed his ro le  as 
a fa lse  w itness, no governm ent 
o f f ic ia l tr ie d  to d iscred it the con­
fession. T h e y  showed no shock 
th a t he had lied  in  h is  appear­
ances fo r  the governm ent. They 
obviously took th is  fo r  granted. 
They were d isturbed on ly  because 
he made the fa c t public.

Thus, Senator H e n ry  M. Jack- 
son (D -W ash.) o f the Senate In ­
te rna l S ecu rity  C om m ittee com­
mented th a t “ I ’ve a lw ays fe lt  
the re  is an obvious danger th a t 
Com m unists would p la n t a ‘ re ­
fo rm ed ’ Com m unist in  a s tra teg ic  
position .”  Representatives Fram- 
cis E. W a lte r (D -P enn .), cha ir­
man o f the House U n-A m erican 
A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee, said he was 
“ tho rough ly  convinced th a t th is  
man has a lw ays been a Commun­
is t  planted . . . fo r  the purpose 
o f appearing before Congressional 
com m ittees in  o rder . . .  to  d is ­
c red it them .”  S im ila r ly , . Sen .  
E a s t l a n d  (D -M iss .), who has 
since taken the line  th a t M a tu ­
sow was te ll in g  the t ru th  on ly 
wihen he spoke fo r  F B I cash, at 
f i r s t  called h im  a “ p lan t.”

But i f  M atusow was a “ p lan t” , 
would he g ive the federa l courts 
the k ind  o f testim pny th a t was

CP leaders now in  prison? W ould I was coerced. None deals w ith  her 
not he give the k ind  o f tes tim ony statem ents tha t she lied about 
th a t could be easily exposed and I Lam b, 
the re fo re  spo il the governm ent’s

a n y th in g , I ’l l  m ake a case ou t o f decisive in  the convic tion  o f  13

case? The “ p la n t”  theory  on ly 
strengthened the v a lid ity  o f M a- 
tusow 's confession th a t he lied 
at the various t r ia ls  and hear­
ings.

The governm ent agencies and 
the Congress com m ittees then 
turned to th e ir  present tack — to 
in s is t th a t e ve ry th in g  M atusow 
said fo r  the governm ent was true , 
w h ile  every denial he makes now 
is fa lse. They dare no t ad m it 
th a t the re  is any p o ss ib ility  th a t 
th e ir  pa id  in fo rm ers  are ly in g  
witnesses.

B u t M atusow  is  no t the on ly  
problem  the Justice  D epartm ent 
and the Senators have to  hurdle. 
There are tw o  o ther F B I in fo rm ­
ers who have broken and con­
fessed th e ir  lies, M arie  N a tv ig  
and Low e ll W atson. They have 
tes tifie d  before the  Federal Com­
m unications Com m ission hearings 
th a t they lied  la s t year, a t the 
in s tig a tio n  o f FCC law yers, in 
saying they knew  Edw ard Lam b, 
m illio n a ire  E rie , GPa., newspaper 
and T V  s ta tio n  owner, had been 
a “ C om m unist”  back in  the T h ir ­
ties.

M rs. N a tv ig , describ ing how 
s h e  w a s  “ bra inwashed”  a n d  
“ coerced,”  said: “ We sta rted  to 
m anufac tu re  the  evidence a fte r  
M r. Powell [FCC law yer] said, 
‘A ll  r ig h t, k id , le t ’s m urder the 
bum .’ ”  W hen she read a t ra n ­
s c rip t o f he r tes tim ony, she de­
cided to re tra c t it .  “ I  suddenly 
g o t o u t o f a daze I  appa ren tly  
had been in . I t  was as i f  I had 
awakened fro m  a n igh tm a re  . . ,
I  decided th a t i f  anybody over 
turned in a sc r ip t like  th a t th e y ’d 
have called the paddy wagon . . . 
O n ly  an id io t would have p u t 
any credence in  w h a t I  said.”

The governm ent is now try in g  
to  in tim id a te  M rs. N a tv ig  in to  
rep ud ia tin g  her confession. They 
have induced a federa l grand ju ry  
to  in d ic t her on mine counts of 
p e rju ry . B ut, >as the  M arch 8 
N .Y . H e ra ld -T ribune  states, “ The 
ind ic tm ent sk irted  any d irec t test 
o f the core o f  the tes tim ony M rs. 
N a tv ig  o ffe red the FCC hearing 
in  October.”  A l l  the counts are 
based on he r s tatem ents th a t she

T H E  Q U E S T IO N S  R A IS E D
Roscoe D rum m ond, W ash ing ­

ton co lum n is t fo r  the Republican 
N .Y . H era ld  T ribune , w ro te  in  
the M arch 7 issue on the “ Les­
sons F rom  the M atusow  (Mess.”  
A f te r  describ ing  M atusow  as an 
“ unexam pled l ia r , ”  “ one o f the  
m ost unpleasant and unhea lthy 
excrescences on the A m erican  
landscape”  w h o s e  “ c re d ib ility  
seems to me s lig h tly  less than  
zero,”  D rum m ond asks:

“ . . . H ow  and w hy was M a tu ­
sow ever tu rned loose on the 
A m e r i c a n  people and on the 
A m erican  courts as a w o rth y  lis -  
tenable w itness? D id  the Justice 
D epartm ent ever re a lly  check his 
credentia ls and te s t his c re d ib il­
i t y  before em p loy ing  h im  as a 
pa id in fo rm e r?  H ow  tho ro u g h ly  
d id  any Congressional com m ittee  
ever inves tiga te  M atusow ’s f i t ­
ness to  be a w itness before g iv ­
in g  h im  the precious p la tfo rm  
o f C ap ito l H il l to  bear w itness --- 
and as i t  appears, fa lse  w itness 
—  aga inst h is  ne ighbors?

“ It. seems clear, now, th a t the 
answer to  these questions is 
nega tive .”

D r u m m o n d ,  l,ike  a lm ost a ll 
news com m entators, doesn’t- t r y  
to  c la im  -Matusow to ld  the t ru th  
in  h is  o r ig in a l tes tim ony. B u t 
he’s dead w rong  when he in fe rs  
th a t the Justice  D epartm ent and 
F B I and Congressional com m it­
tees d idn ’t  know  th a t M atusow* 
was an “ un re liab le ”  w itness. They" 
knew he was a l ia r  and i t  was* 
a ll r ig h t  w ith  them when he lied]] 
about “ Com m unists.”  W h a t they* 
d idn ’t  know  was th a t M atusow* 
was “ un re liab le ”  in  the sense o f. 
no t s tick in g  to  h is  lies fo r  the* 
governm ent.

They are go ing a fte r  M atusow- 
fo r  the “ crim e”  o f recanting  false" 
testim ony. B u t the c rim ina ls  in - 
the case are a ll those who know-* 
in g ly  and de libe ra te ly  have been- 
using M atusow —  and o ther paid" 
in fo rm e rs  —  to smear and fra m e ! 
up innocent men and women." 
“ W hy did you ever believe in e l 
in  the f i r s t  p lace?”  cried M a tu -* 
sow. The po in t is  —  they never; 
d id.



Serfdom on Long Island? the MILITANT
The United Journal, a Chineae-language 

newspaper printed in New York City, 
reports-a shocking case of involuntary ser­
vitude w'ithin the very shadow of the 
United Nations.

According to the March 7 issue of this 
paper four servants of H. H. Kung left his 
palatial estate on Long Island without 
giving the usual notice to an employer. 
But this boss, who is one of the former top 
dogs of the corrupt Chiang Kai-shek 
regime and an influential figure in the 
China Lobby, did not simply hire four 
more servants. He acted in the style to 
which he was accustomed in the old days 
before the Chinese people drove his kind 
o ff the mainland and onto Formosa.

One servant was caught and returned 
like a run-away serf or slave. The other 
three, in fear of a similar fate are in 
hiding.

The facts, reported as follows by the 
United Journal, are so shocking that they 
warrant immediate investigation by the 
labor movement and organizations in­
terested in defending the rights of mi­
nority peoples:

“ Recently we heard that a millionaire’s 
four servants had left their employer be­
cause they wrere mistreated. This news­
paper obtained the real story from the 
deserting servants. I t  learned that the 
millionaire is Mr. Kung, the former Sec­
retary of the Treasury and Assistant Sec­
retary of State of the Chinese Nationalist 
Government (Formosa regime).

“The four servants are Mr. Hsu, Mr. 
Lee, Mr. Wong and Mr. Liao. Together 
they have run aw'ay from their employer, 
except for Mr. Hsu, who wras caught and 
brought back. The other three are still 
hiding. The reason they left their em­
ployer was that the work was too hard 
and the pay too small. I t  is a labor ques­
tion. . . The following is the story told by 
two of the workers, Mr. Wong and Mr. 
Liao.

“ Misters Wong, Hsu and Lee came to 
New' York from Hong Kong on April 27, 
1954 in the status of servants of a (Chiang 
Kai-shek) government official. Their pass­
ports were taken away from them by the 
Kung family as soon as they arrived. Mr.

Liao arrived in San Francisco from Hong 
Kong on April 28 of the same year. His 
passport w'as taken aw'ay by the National­
ist Chinese consul in San Francisco. This 
then was the situation of these four men 
upon their arrival: they w'ere in a foreign 
country, they didn’t  know anyone, they 
did not understand the language and they 
didn’t understand the customs.

“ The four workers, except Mr. Lee, all 
had special skills. Mr. Hsu is a masseur, 
Mr. Wong is a chef, and Mr. Liao is a 1 
tailor. At firs t they were paid $150 a 
month. Later on, except for Mr. Liao, they 
were cut to $100 a month and the othei 
$50 w'as called a bonus and kept by the 
employer.

“ The Kung’s mansion is on Feek’s Lane 
in Long Island, N. Y. The masters are Mr. 
Kung, Mrs. Kung and Miss Kung. The 
mansion is a three-floor building with 56 
rooms and a huge garden. Beside the 
special job of each servant, they had to 
sw'eep the floor, wash windows, plant and 
pick flowers, move furniture and wash in- 

• struments. I t  is very hard work, .very 
tiring. Every day as a rule they had to 
start at 7 A. M. and work until night, 11 
or 12 P. M., sometimes till 2 or 3 in the 
morning, leaving only five to six hours for 
rest and sleep. Since a year ago when 
they arrived they have always worked like 
this — even on Sundays. They w'ere not 
allow'ed to rest. They were under the very, 
very strict supervision of Miss Kung, 
whom they had to address as ‘Chief Man­
ager.’ They united together and decided to 
leave on the morning of the Chinese New' 
Year. v

“ Mr. Hsu, who went to work on a farm 
in New York, has been caught and brought 
back. Now the question is: Will he be 
punished? Mr. Lee went to Washington, 
D. C. while Mr. Wong and Mr. Liao are 
still hiding in New' York City. Knowing 
that the Kung family is having an all-out 
search made for them, they will not give 
their addresses. These two workers w'ho 
tell this true story have declared that even 
if  it  means their lives, they will never go 
back. They are extremely worried because 
their passports were taken away from 
them by the Kung family and tb/eir living 
here becomes a problem.”

Police War on Youth
-----------------------------  Bv Hugh Moore ------------------------------

The Prison Association of New York 
devoted a major part of its Feb. 14 report 
to juvenile delinquency. “ Environment,”  
the report declares, is the main factor 
causing the increase of “ anti-social youth.” 

The environment they speak of is the 
“ indifference of parents,”  “ lack of com­
munity interest,”  “ inertia of the church,”  
“ the smelly streets of the slums,” and 
“ the boredom of Park Avenue.”

The Prison Association is headed by the 
eminent cop Edward P. Mulrooney, former 
New York City Police Commissioner. He 
was also a commissioner of the State De­
partment of Correction. Under such leader­
ship the Association obviously feels quali­
fied not only to analyse the cause for 
juvenile delinquency but also to prescribe 
the cure.

They reject such recent proposals as the 
arrest of parents of juvenile delinquents 
and public whippings. These remedies do 
not “ appeal”  to the Association. Instead 
they propose “ expanded use of existing 
agencies — w'hich simply boils down to the 
need for money and more personnel.”

More money and more personnel for 
“ existing agencies” means more jails r ! 
more cops and more prison guards. Bui. 
prisons are notoriously the “ finishing 
schools”  for criminals. Is there a single 
authority w'ho would claim that the prison 
system rehabilitates either adult or youth­
ful inmates?

The Prison Association is of course well 
aw'are of this. That’s w'hy they preface 
their “ solution”  with the cautioning 
remark that there is no “ quick and easy 
cure.”  But what they propose is no cure at 
all. They merely express their desire to in-

TW O  CIO  U N IO N S  IN  M ERG ER convention 
in Cleveland, Ohio. They are the O il W orkers and 
the Gas, Coke and Chemical W orkers. A new 
name has no t as ye t been decided on. The new 
union w ill have a combined membership o t over 
200,000. I t  wild begin a d rive  to organize the 
trem endous num bers o f unorganized w orkers  in 
the o il, chemical, atom ic and re la ted industries.

* * *
C H IE F  JU S T IC E  OF T H E  S U P R E M E  C O U R T

E a rl W arren speaking ‘a t the  100th ann iversary 
o f W ashington U n iv e rs ity  in  St. Louis, rem arked: 
“ A fe w  days ago I read in the newspaper th a t a 
group o f state employes . . . charged w ith  the  
resp on s ib ility  fo r  de te rm in ing  w h a t announce­
ments could be posted on the employes’ bu lle tin  
board refused to p e rm it the B il l o f R igh ts  to be 
posted on the  g round  th a t i t  was a controversial! 
document. . . O n ly a f te r  the G overnor in  w r it in g  
vouchsafed fo r its  nan-controversia l character 
was the B il l  o f  R igh ts  a llow ed to occupy a 
plaice. . . And th is  happened in  the U n ited  States 
o f Am erica  on the 15th day o f December, 1954, 
the 163rd ann iversary  o f ou r B il l o f R ights, 
declared by proclam ation o f P resident E isenhower 
to be B il l  o f R igh ts  D ay.”

❖  *  *
“ W H A T ’S GOOD FOR GM IS . . General 

M otors, the w o rld ’s b iggest corpora tion  (b u t w ith

crease the take of the police and prison 
bureaucracy.

Actually the “ solution”  proposed by the 
Prison Association is the accepted and 
prevailing method of capitalist society in 
treating the problem of juvenile delin­
quents. There may be disagreements over 
how much more money and more personnel 
should be allocated at a particular time, 
but as for the method involved, that is 
agreed upon. More police to conduct a war 
against the youth.

But police and prisons don’t  stop the 
growth of “ delinquency.”  Capitalist society 
in its decay produces an environment of 
violence, frustration, insecurity, official 
hypocrisy, glorified lies, and the all-pervad­
ing stench of a witch hunt. What young 
person can derive inspiration from such an 
environment?

Millions of youth today live in over­
crowded slums, attend understaffed, over­
crowded schools, know only poverty, dis­
crimination, segregation, and exploitation 
as the gifts society is ready to bequeath 
them. For the youth on the threshhold of 
manhood, the future offers either the 
army or the ranks of the unemployed. Is 
it any wonder that with such conditions 
and prospects, and without a known solu­
tion at hand, youth will manifest its hatred 
and pent-up dissatisfaction with such a life 
in a distorted, “ delinquent”  way?

Capitalist politicians can only offer the 
youth wars, police and prisons. Thus they 
isolate themselves more and more from 
youth and its aspirations. Thus they 
hasten the day when the youth will find 
its true banner and future in the fight 
for socialism.

the b iggest, tendcrest he a rt —  i f  you believe in 
fa ir y  tale«) did p re tty  w a ll in  1954, eonsiderinj' 
the b ig  sacrifice i t  made in lend ing C. E. W ilson 
to the E isenhower a d m in is tra tion . I ts  adm itted 
assets w e n t over the $5 b illio n  m a rk  by the end 
o f 1954. To be iprecise, $5,130,093,595. G M ’s to ta l 
assets in 1953 were .$4,404,475,042.

#  *  *

F IN N IN G  A P O L IT IC IA N . Paul M. B u tle r, N a­
tio n a l Chairm an o f the Dem ocratic P a rty , recently 
appeared on the p rogram  “ M eet the Press.”  A f te r  
he had stated th a t he “ favo red  a declaration by 
p a r ty  o f p rin c ip le  on dom estic issue«,”  be was 
asked fo r  a declaration on the eleven c iv il r ig h ts  
b ills  recen tly  in troduced in to  Congress. B u tle r ’s 
re p ly  was th a t he hadn’t  read the b ills  so he 
couldn’t  com m ent on them . Pressed fu r th e r  b' 
the in te rv ie w in g  reporters, B u tle r said th a t there 
wore many more im p o rta n t th in g s  before Con­
gress than  c iv il r ig h ts  leg is la tion .

*  *  *

A N E W  A N T I-N E G R O  O R G A N IZ A T IO N  has
been form ed in  Arkansas. Inco rpora tion  papers 

' f o r  W h ite  A m erica  were filed  w ith  the Arkansas 
Secre tary o f State recently. Stated aim  o f the 
group, w h ich may be an A rkansas version o f the 
W hite  C itizens Councils, is “ to prom ote, sponsor 
fos te r and encourage the continued segregation 
o f die Negro and w h ite  races.”

Notes from the News
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From Detroit

Some Democratic Skullduggery
The Sparks - W ith in g fo n  Co., 

m akers o f Sparton te levision sets, 
lias threatened to move its  fac­
to ry  from  Jackson, M ich., unless 
its  600 w orkers  “ vo lun teer”  to 
take an 18 cent hourly  wage cut. 
Local 666 o f the U A W -C IO  has 
called a vote on the proposal.

*  *  *
The people o f M ich igan pay 

among the highest consumers 
taxes in  the country.

This was one o f the ch ie f com­
p la in ts  o f the CIO and A F L  in 
la s t yea r’s election.

Gov. W illiam s, backed by the 
labor movement, was re - elected 
las t Novem ber on a p la tfo rm  op­
posing add itiona l c o n s u m e r s  
taxes.

In  January the Republicans in ­
troduced a road construction p ro ­
gram  in vo lv in g  an increase o f two 
cents per ga llon in the consumers 
tax  pa id on gasoline.

The CIO leaders denounced the 
plan, saying no added consumers 
taxes were ju s tifie d  u n til a 
corpora tion  p ro fits  tax  has been 
enacted.

W illiam s  denounced tile  b ill too, 
ca lling  i t  a “ po litica l p lunder- 
bund,”  and saying i t  "a lm ost 
made him  gag.”

“ A lm o s t,”  bu t no t quite.
Less than a month la te r AVil- 

liam s accepted a “ compromise,”  
whereby the added consumers tax  
would be set a t 1V-2. ra th e r than 
tw o cents.

The CIO  said noth ing.
But the Democrats in the 

House, inc lud ing  several CIO 
members, voted unanim ously fo r

the plan w ith  the 1 Vz cents in ­
crease.

And the state Dem ocratic con­
vention, inc lud ing  several CIO 
members, also adopted the plan 
unanim ously.

And s t ill there are some people 
who reality believe th a t the CIO 
contro ls the Dem ocratic P p rty  in  
th is  state!

*  *

The Feb. 21 p r im a ry  election in 
W ayne C ounty showed a con­
tinua tion  o f the same trend  th a t 
appeared la s t November. A ll the 
labor - endorsed Dem ocrats ran 
ahead, w inn ing  the  “ non-partisan”  
nom inations fo r  the A p r i l 4 ru n ­
o ffs . But a sharp scrap inside the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  looms in the 
races fo r  two C irc u it C ourt judge- 
ships. The tw o incum bents, Wade 
McCree and Theodore Bohn, have 
the suppo rt o f Gov. W illia m s  as 
well as labor, libe ra l and Negro 
forces. B u t they are being j»p- 
posed by  County C lerk Edgar 
B ran ig in  and the rac is t m ayor o f 
Dearboi;n, O rv ille  Hubbard. Re­
po rts  are th a t B ra n ig in  is m ak­
in g  deals w ith  various Dem ocratic 
leaders in the county to  kn ife  
McCree and Bohn. McCree, who 
ran f irs t  in  the p r im a ry , w il l be 
a special ta rg e t o f the conser­
va tive  Democrats because he is 
a Negro.

* # *
“ They sure have au tom ation”  

on the hood s tra iners  line  in  the 
pressed st^el un it o f the Dodge 
M ain p lant, reports Helen F itze) 
in the paper o f U A W  Local 3. 
“ I t  sure is a huge machine tha t 
they set up on tha t line. W here 7

people worked on the line  before, 
au tom ation w il l  take on ly 3 peo­
ple. One, to  feed the machine, 
another to observe i f  som ething 
goes w rong  so he can have th is  
checked or repaired, and the th ird  
opera to r hangs the hood s tra in e r 
on the line .”

“ W atch ou t fo r  the F B I,”  w rite s  
A lfre d  J. M acN eil o f bhe P a in t 
U n ity  o f U A W  Local 3 in  the 
Dodge M ain News. “ Since we have 
been sp ra y in g  colored jobs on the 
5th flo o r, and many o f them  being 
the co lor investigated by Un- 
Am erican A c tiv it ie s  Committees, 
we learn from  B ro the r Tom Shea 
o f the g ra veya rd  s h ift  in  the 
M ix in g  Room th a t he refuses to 
f il l the tank  w ith  bhe (excuse the 
expression) Red Paint. He claims 
tha t the new' man on days is a 
Federal A gen t in disguise and 
he doesn’t  w an t to be im plica ted 
in th a t s tu f f . ”

The nom ination  o f M rs. M a r­
ga re t Connors D risco ll fo r  judge- 
ship by Connecticut G o v e r n o r  
A braham  A. R ib ico ff, was re ­
jected on M arch 2 by  the Gene­
ra l A ssem bly a fte r  i t  had been 
con firm ed by the state Senate. 
M rs. D risco ll is state legal coun­
c il fo r  the C.I.O. W. Sheffie ld  
Coles, House Speaker, said he 
d idn ’t  th in k  she could be “ f a i r - ’ 
m inded”  because o f her close re ­
la tions w ith  labor. G overnor R i­
b ic o ff rep lied : “ I t  w i l l  be a sad 
day fo r  the sta te  when wre so 
please society th a t on ly  law yers 
who represent corpora tions and 
i n s u r a n c e  companies can be 
judges.”

Huge Fire Toll 
Charged to V ile  
Slum Housing

By Myra Tanner
“ The greatest city in the world is surely, but not 

slowly, being permitted to deteriorate and decay. Slums 
are being created much faster than they are being
e lim ina ted .”  T h is  was the con-*®-----------------------“
elusion o f  the  K in g ’s C ounty 
g ra nd  ju ry  in ve s tig a tio n  o f a 
B roo k lyn  tenem ent f i r e  w h ich  
took the lives o f seven people.

B u t New  Y o rk  is no t the on ly 
c ity  th a t is  in the process o f de­
cay. The c itie s  and tow ns o f 
A m erica , m eant to g ive she lte r 
and p ro tection  to  the lives  o f 
the people, are “ sure ly, bu t no t 
s low ly ,”  be ing transfo rm ed in to  
disease-ridden, m isery-laden f ire  
traps th a t an nu a lly  y ie ld  up th e ir  
ha rvest o f burned and cripp led 
bodies.

T H E  S LU M S ’ H A R V E S T
The charred rem ains o f 25 men 

were recovered fro m  the  “ cagc- 
like  rooms”  o f the  B arton  H o te l 
in  Chicago la s t m onth  where poor 
men sought a n ig h t ’s re s t fo r  60 
cents.

Tw o bro thers, ages n ine and 
seven, were burned to death in  
La faye tte , New Jersey, as a s ix  
room  house, in  which fo u r  fa m i­
lies lived, was gu tted  by f ire .  A  
sm all boy was burned to death 
in  a tenem ent f ir e  in  P la in fie ld , 
N.J., leav ing  h is  “ esta te”  o f 
$27.50 th a t he had saved w h ile  
go ing to school.

In  Youngstown, Ohio, w ith  a 
popu lation o f about 200,000, s ix  
people were k ille d  in  a period o f 
s ix  weeks a ll o f them  v ic tim s  o f 
slum  fires.

In  New' Y o rk  C ity  f ire s  claim ed 
the lives o f 133 people d u rin g  the 
period o f the m ost pub lic ized  f ir e  
preven tion  cam paign in  the re ­
cent h is to ry  o f the c ity .

Everyone knows th a t the p r i ­
m a ry  reason fo r  these te rr ib le  
tragedies is the  g ro w th  o f slums. 
The c ities o f A m erica  are ro tt in g  
in  decay and no one is do ing 
a n y th in g  to p reven t i t .

F o r the  las t e igh t years the 
popu la tion  o f the U n ited  States 
has been increasing a t record 
pace. A  new record was h it  in  
1954 w ith  a popu la tion  rise  o f 
2,823,000. The ra te  o f g ro w th  in  
the c ities has been even g rea te r 
than the general p o p u l a t i o n  
g row th .

R E N T  GOUGERS
How  is th is  g ro w in g  popu lation 

to be housed? D u rin g  W orld  W ar 
I I  the governm ent b u ilt  tem po r­
a ry  housing p ro jects fo r  “ defense”  
w orkers. B u t w ith  the peace the 
resp o n s ib ility  fo r  housing was 
turned back to the  p r iv a te  rea l 
estate in terests. P revention  o f 
slums is  o f l i t t le  in te res t to these 
rent-gougers. As a re su lt c ity  
bu ild ings  began to de terio ra te  
ra p id ly  as a ll ava ilab le  rea l es­
ta te  money w ent in to  the con­
s truc tion  o f the h ig h e r - income 
“ suburb ia ,”  so g lo w in g ly  described 
by the B ig  Business m agazine 
Fortune.

Despite the fa c t th a t .private 
rea l estate in te rests have demon­
stra ted  th a t they w il l  n o t push 
back the  g ro w th  o f slums, the 
federa l governm ent continues to 
reduce each year the  a llo tm e n t

fo r  the construction  o f pub lic  
housing. W ith  to ta l expenditures 
in  the 1955-56 budget am oun ting  
to  62.4 b illio n , o n ly  $35 m illio n  
w il l  go tow ard pub lic  housing. 
These fig u re s  fo recast the steady 
g ro w th  o f the  slum  sector o f 
every c ity  in  the  U.S.

A s  D anie l C arpenter, d irec to r 
o f the Hudson G uild , pointed o u t: 
“ U n l e s s  som eth ing bold and 
d rastic  is done, New Y o rk  C ity , 
its  governm ent, its  agencies, and 
its  citizens w i l l  ac tua lly  become 
a p a rty  to  a s itu a tio n  where in a 
generation o r more o f ch ild ren  
w il l  grow  up liv in g  in  the m ost 
p r im itiv e , unwholesome and fan« 
ta s tic a lly  bad conditions th a t th is  
c ity  has ever witnessed.”

L o c a l  au tho ritie s , unable to  
cope w ith  the g ro w th  o f slums, 
f lo u n d e r he lp lessly w ith  in e ffec ­
tive  “ cam paigns”  to  educate tha  
inhab itan ts  o f f ire - t ra p  tenements 
in  fire -p re ve n tio n  practices. O r 
they send ou t a fe w  inspection 
squads to  wander on the edge o f 
a fo re s t o f sa fe ty  v io la tions. O r 
they plead w ith  land lords and 
even occasionally th rea ten them .

CO UR AG EO US F IR E M E N
To make the danger even worse, 

f ire - f ig h t in g  equ ipm ent is  g ro w ­
ing obsolete. The increase in  tho 
num ber o f firem en is n o t keep­
ing  pace w ith  the increased num ­
ber o f f ire s . New  Y o rk  F ire  Com­
m issioner, Edw ard F. Cavanagh 
J r., w ith  11,154 men in  the F ire  
D epartm ent, po in ted out, “ Twen­
ty - f iv e  years ago we had s ix  o r 
seven men on engines and ladder 
trucks. Today three o r fo u r  men 
m ust raise the same ladders and 
c a rry  the same hose. T h is  is te a r­
in g  the gu ts  ou t o f ou r men. I t  
is a backward step in  a mechan­
ized age.”

In  the c ity  o f New Y o rk  m ore 
than 100 firem en  are in ju re d  each 
month and one firem an is  k illed  
in action every s ix  weeks. B u t 
the courageous w ork o f the f ire ­
fig h te rs  is so poorly  paid th a t 
the Departm ent has d if f ic u lty  re­
c ru itin g  replacement personnel.

Despite th is , John A . Neale, 
chief engineer o f the N a tion a l 
Board o f F ire  U n de rw rite rs , who 
adm its th a t lack o f s u ffic ie n t 
fo rces to f ig h t  f ire s  “ is general 
th roughou t the na tion ,”  gives aa 
the cause: “ Increased cost o f 
m a in ta in in g  f ir e  departm ents. 
W o rk in g  hours have been sho rt­
ened and wages increased.”

I t  doesn’t  occur to th is  expe rt 
to seek the cause fo r  inadequate 
F ire  D epartm ents in  the. budget 
o f the federa l governm ent, ra th e r 
than in the m eager im provem ents 
the  f ir e  f ig h te rs  h a v e  w o n  
th rough  union organ iza tion . W h ile  
tens o f b illion s  o f do lla rs  are 
spent annua lly  on w a r prepa ra­
tions (he slums o f Am erican c i­
ties grow , fire s  consume m ore 
and more lives each year, and 
the f ire - f ig h t in g  a rm y is under­
manned, underpaid and poorly  
equipped.

Are You Living In Doom Town, U.S.A. ?
By Theodore Kovalesky
Carpenters and masons, elec­

tr ic ia n s  and p ipe fitte rs , engineers 
and roo fe rs are at w ork on the 
sands o f the Nevada desert. A  
tow n is com ing to  life .

There w ill be homes w ith  re ­
fr ig e ra to rs  and stoves in  them. 
There w ill be in d u s tr ia l and o f­
fice bu ild ings. There w i l l  be a 
radio s ta tion  and two e lectric  
substations. Food w ill be on the 
shelves and in  the  re fr ig e ra to rs  
o f the homes. F o r  a day o r tw o 
a fte r  the town is completed i t  
w ill live  under the Nevada sun. 
And then i t  w i l l  die, qu ick ly  and 
com plete ly.

The tow n w il l  have a name, 
too. I t  w il l no t be F os te r’s Cor­
ners o r D ry  Junction  o r any­
th in g  like  th a t. I t  w on’t  be 
E vansburg o r A llenda le  o r En- 
d ieo ttv ille . I t  w i l l  be named Doom 
Town. Its  location w il l  be a place 
te m p o ra rily  called Ground Zero.

R ATS W IL L  T A K E  O VER
Nobody is go ing to live  in Doom 

Town. C onstruction w orkers  are 
sw a rm ing  now over the bu ild ings 
there, ea ting  th e ir  lunches a t 
noon in the homes and bu ild ings 
o f the town. B u t when th e ir  w o rk  
is fin ished they w il l  c lim b in to  
cars and buses and drive, away 
over the desert, and the town 
w ill be em pty o f human life . A 
tra ined  crew  o f men w ill en ter 
i t  then, b r in g in g  w ith  them  the

I tow n ’s new popu lation, cages and 
cages o f rats. L a te r these men 
too w ill leave, and the tow n and 

| the homes w ith  stoves and re f r ig ­
era to rs and the ra ts  w i l l  be le f t  
alone to  w a it.

Then a t an appointed tim e the 
sky above Doom Town w ill bu rs t 
open w ith  b lind ing  lig h t and a 
deafening detonation. Once more 
the h o r r ify in g  and s y m b o l i c  
mushroom cloud w ill c lim b up­
w ard. And when the a ir  clears 
Doom Town w ill be gone. Once 
again our lives w i l l  have been 
scru tin ized in the a rm y ’s labo ra­
to ry .

A f te r  a tim e  teams o f men 
w i l l  en te r the ’ area o f scorched 
and poisoned ea rth  to  discover 
how i t  would have been, had you 
and I  and ou r fam ilies  been there 
beneath the  bomb. Canned and 
frozen  foods w ill be dug o u t o f 
the crushed places th a t had been 
houses, th e ir  contents checked fo r  
ra d io a c tiv ity . The dead ra ts  (o u r­
selves, our bodies, as symbolized 
by the Am erican governm ent) 
w i l l  be searched fo r  and inspect­
ed. Perhaps some w il l  be found 
a live  and carried  aw ay to  be 
watched so th a t i t  w il l be known 
how long they w i l l  take to  die 
o f the poison o f ra d io a c tiv ity .

SU R V IV O R S ?
A nd la te r on, some represent­

atives o f the governm ent w i l l  
p roc la im  to the press th a t even

’ though the hydrogen bomb is 
dropped, somebody w il l  undoubt­
edly be able to surv ive. Hundreds 
o f thousands w ill die in  one b lin d ­
ing  in s ta n t. M illio n s  m ore w il l  
die m ore s low ly  and w ith  more 
anguish. B u t some, whose homes 
are on bhe ou te r edges o f 
the area, who have been im m ured 
in  deep shelters, who have had 
stores o f bu ried  food, who have 
fo llow ed elaborate and doubtless 
expensive precautions, some m ay 
liv e  to resume life  on a b u rn t 
and broken land.

Read o f these plans o f the 
A tom ic  Energy Commission and 
the C iv il Defense A d m in is tra tio n . 
T h in k  about them. W h a t can they 
mean?

They can mean on ly  th is . The 
W a ll S tree t ru le rs  o f th is  men­
aced land are th in k in g  o f war. 
They arc p repa ring  fo r  w ar. They 
a re  determ ined to have w a r. They 
a rc  da ily  bu ild in g  more and 
g re a te r bombs, and they plan to 
use them. W ha t w ill th e ir  scien­
t i f ic  tests mean to us? W ill the 
C iv il Defense A d m in is tra tio n  d is­
cover a new type o f bu ild in g  th a t 
w ill res is t the atom ic bomb? A nd 
i f  they do, w ill you be able to 
bu ild  one to liv e  in?  W ill any 
w o rke r be able to buy a new 
bom b-proof home?

W H Y  WA R ?
There need no t be w ar. A m e r­

ican ships and troops could be

b ro ug h t back fro m  the ne tw ork 
o f fa r f lu n g  bases w here they 
stand poised fo r  a ttack  aga inst 
every p a rt of the w o rld  n o t now 
dom inated by W a ll 'S treet. The 
res t o f the w o rld  could be le t 
alone to w o rk  o u t its  own des­
t in y , and there would be no need 
to  te s t the destructive  power o f 
Am erican im peria lism . B u t w h a t 
i f  th is  were done? Each day 
cap ita lism  on a w o rld  scale would 
die a l it t le ,  and its  dead parts  
would drop o ff.  W orke rs  and 
peasants, colon ia l peoples would 
band together to  take back w hat 
has been wrested from  them by 
the force and violence o f im pe­
ria lism . The golden stream  o f 
p ro fits  fro m  the rest o f the w orld  
would slow to a tr ic k le  and then 
stop, and then Am erican ca p ita l­
ism its e lf  would c lu tch  at its  
throat, in  m o rta l agony.

N o ! B e tte r fa r  to  have w a r. 
B e tte r by fa r  to b las t the c ities 
o f the w orld  in to  scarred and 
sm oky ta tte rs . B e tte r by fa r  to 
stam p ou t the lives o f m illions. 
A m erican  cap ita lism  m ust expand, | 
m ust s ink  its  ta lons in to  the 
w o rld ’s riches, no m a tte r where 
they are located: Am erican cap i­
ta lism  m ust g ive  orders to every 
national cap ita l in the w orld . I f  
i t  means to ta l destruction , then 
le t i t  be so. So speaks a f r ig h t ­
ened, desperate W a ll S treet, fe a r­
fu l f o r  its  own p riv ileges , and

casually p lo tt in g  the w o r ld ’s des­
o la tion.

“ U N LE S S  . . .”
Doom Town w il l  te ll them  

m any th ings. I t  w i l l  in s tru c t them  
how —  i f  indeed there  is  any 
way a t a ll —  to  bu ild  th e ir  
bomb - p ro o f mansions. I t  w i l l  
show them w ha t th e ir  a tro c ity -  
weapon w ill do to enemy fac to rie s  
and populations. A nd i t  w i l l  show 
w ith  precision the ho rro rs  th a t 
m ust be coped w ith  by A m erican  
v ic tim s  o f th is  super explosive.

Somewhere in  the Nevada des­
e rt no rth  o f Las Vegas, Doom 
Tow n is even now be ing con­
structed. I t  is  a place few  o f us 
w i l l  see. Y ou who read th is  w i l l  
probably no t see it .  B u t th in k  o f 
th is : W here do you live  today? 
New  Y o rk  ? Los Angeles? S eat­
tle , .B uffa lo , Chicago, D e tro it, 
P ittsb u rg h ?  No. Unless the s in­
is te r W a ll S tree t forces are stop­
ped, those forces w h ich are to ­
day lead ing th is  land in to  w a r 
ju s t  as sure ly  as each n a il is 
being pounded and each b rick  la id  
in to  the bu ild ings o f Doom Town, 
Nevada . . . unless these forces 
are stopped, the c ity  you and I  
live  in is . . . Doom T ow n !
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