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Reuther Voices 
Alarm at Defense 
Plant Witch Hunt

By Myra Tanner
In Walter Reuther’s Annual Report to the 16th CIO 

convention, held in Los Angeles Dec. 6-10, he expressed 
the alarm of union officials over growth of the witch hunt

5----------------------------------------

The House o f C ap ita lism

Pass Racist Amendment 
To Junk Miss- Schoois

Chou’s Victory Marks 
Rising Weight of China 
As Big World Power

By Joseph Hansen
The decision of the General Assembly of the United 

Nations Dec. 10 to send Secretary General Dag Hammar­
skjöld to Peking to negotiate fo r the release of 11 im­
prisoned American airmen and two civilians poses once 
again the question of recognizing the Mao government. 
Whether the Chinese charge tha t the prisoners were 
“ .spies”  is true or false, the fact remains that the Mao
------------------------------------------------------- < regim e, in try in g  and conv ic ting

in  defense plants. “ D u r in g  the 
past year,”  R euther revealed, 
“ the Defense D epartm ent p ro ­
posed to  require  every defense 
w o rk e r w ith  access to any clas­
s ifie d  in fo rm a tio n  to f i l l  ou t a 
questionnaire  nam ing under pen­
a lties  o f p e r ju ry  every person he 
had ever associated w ith , no m a t­
te r  how m any years back, who, 
a t any tim e  in h is  en tire  l i fe  
(had ever belonged to any o f  the 
240 o r  more organ iza tions on the 
A tto rn e y  G eneral’s l is t  o f subver­
sive o rgan iza tions.”

CIO  o ffic ia ls  made the “ s tro n g ­
est possible representations”  to 
the Defense D epartm ent aga inst 
th is  “ u n fa ir , un feasib le  and un- 
A m erican ”  proposal, b u t a l l they 
could ge t was a lim ita t io n  o f the 
com pulsory s too l-p igeon ing per­
iod o f the past f iv e  years.

A N T I-U N IO N  W E A P O N
“ Even as lim ite d , however,”  

R euther reported to the CIO, 
“ m any employees w il l  f in d  the 
questionnaire  im possible to  f i l l  ou t 
and abhorrent in p rin c ip le . Y ou r 
o ffice rs  are also p a r tic u la r ly  con­
cerned les t the  in fo rm a tio n  on 
these questionaires come in to  the 
hands o f em ployers who m ig h t 
u t iliz e  the ‘de roga to ry ’ in fo rm a ­
tio n  thus gained by  them aga inst 
m il ita n t  union men.”

Reuther concludes w ith  the ob­
servation th a t “ th is  opera tion . . .  
holds grave dangers as a poten­
t ia l vehicle o f an ti-un ion ism .”

S t ill R euther ne ithe r spells out 
the  danger fu l ly  nor presents a 
p rogram  fo r  defending the un­
ions. I t  is not ju s t the “ m ilita n t 
union men”  who could be v ic t im ­
ized w ith  th is  procedure, b u t the 
union its e lf. I f  a “ defense”  w o rk ­
e r subm itted such a lis t  to  his 
boss in com pliance w ith  Defense

“Get Us a Better 
Contract,” Ranks 
Tell Heads of !LA

By A rt Sharon
N E W  YO RK, Dec. 21.— Rank 

and f i le  longshoremen put th e ir 
f is ts  on the ne go tia ting  tab le in  
the cu rre n tly  resumed ba rga in ing  
sessions o f th e ir  un ion and the 
shippers.

The leaders o f the longshore­
men’s union were v is ited  by ran k - 
a n d - f i le  dockers and in form ed 
th a t the m em bership wanted to 
shut the  piers down im m edia te ly  
in  o rder to  fo rce  the necessary 
concession fro m  the shippers. 
The union ne go tia tin g  team, head­
ed by  IL A  president C aptain 
W ill ia m  Brad ley, had to  prom ise 
to  set. a deadline fo r  s tr ik e  ac­
tio n  in  o rder to  p reven t an im ­
m ediate w a lk-ou t.

T h is  in te rven tion  by the ra n k  
and f i le  fo llow s th e ir  re jection 
la s t week of a con trac t th a t was 
negotiated a f te r  m onths o f ba r­
ga in ing . The re jection  o f the 
proposed con tract stunned union 
leaders, and surprised the w a te r­
f ro n t  bosses. I t  was the accep­
tance by  the union leadership of 
a tw o -ye a r no -s trike  clause th a t 
caused re jection  o f the pact by 
the ranks.

The new con trac t contains a 
17-cent h o u rly  wage and w e lfa re  
increase, some provis ion  o f more 
regu la rized  em ploym ent and p ro­
v is ion  fo r  a union shop. I t  docs 
n o t include any paid ho lidays nor 
does i t  le g itim ize  the practices 
and customs p re v a ilin g  on the 
p iers. These are extrem e ly  im ­
p o rta n t conditions o f w o rk  th a t 
have been established over many 
years by job action o f the w o rk ­
in g  longshoremen. The loss of 
the s tr ik e  weapon would jeopa r­
dize these conditions.

R E L Y  ON T H E IR  PO W ER
In th e ir  own way the long­

shoremen have a rr iv e d  at. the 
t ru th  th a t on ly  the exercise o f 
th e ir  s treng th  th rough  s tr ik e  ac­
tion  determ ines the  conditions 
under w h ich they w i l l  earn th e ir  
live lihood. W ha t appears to be 
cyn ic ism  among these men is ac­
tu a lly  re a lis tic  understand ing o f 
h o w ' th e ir  fa te  is determ ined. 
Prolonged ba rg a in in g  sessions 
between leaders and bosses m ay 
appear to  se ttle  conditions o f 

(C ontinued on page 3)

D epartm ent demands, the lis t  
could then be used as evidence 
o f “ com m unist in f i l t r a t io n ”  and 
co llective ba rga in ing  r ig h ts  o f 
the union suspended under the 
H u m p h rcy -B u tle r C o m m u n i s t  
C ontro l A c t o f 1945.

H U M P IIE R Y -B U T L E R  A C T
T h is  A c t, the m ost dangerous 

a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion  y e t passed 
by Congress, ba re ly  go t m ention­
ed in  R euther’s repo rt. W ith o u t 
nam ing the A c t, in  a section 
called “ In te rn a l S ecu rity ,”  Reu­
th e r notes th a t the “ new law  has 
two p rinc ip a ls  p rov is ions: (1 ) I t  
makes the Com m unist P a rty  i l ­
lega l, and (2 ) I t  denies Com­
m un is t -  dom inated unions the 
r ig h t  to act as b a rga in ing  agents 
and, in  e ffec t, makes them  i l ­
lega l.”

A c tu a lly  R euther m ust know  
th a t the  C om m unist C on tro l A c t 
created a new category o f o rgan­
iza tions to  be persecuted by  the 
w itc h -h u n t: the  “ C om m unist in ­
f i l t r a te d ”  union. M ere ly  the p re ­
sence o f a "com m un is t”  can be 
construed by the In te rn a l Secur­
i t y  Board as “ Com m unist in f i l ­
t ra t io n .”  U nder the present law 
th is  is s u ffic ie n t to deprive a 
union o f its  ba rga in ing  r ig h ts .

R euther p layed down th is  “ re ­
pressive a n ti- la b o r le g is la tio n " 
because according to his own re ­
p o rt i t  “ was voted fo r  by num er­
ous Dem ocratic libe ra ls  as an 
answer to  a prolonged and v i­
cious smear by  the  GOP th a t 
the  Dem ocrats are ‘s o ft’ on com­
m unism .”  R euther is in  a p o lit i­
cal a lliance w ith  these same 
Dem ocrats.

C A U S E  FOR CO NCERN
Passage o f the Com m unist Con­

tro l A c t was no t ju s t a resu lt o f 
the cowardice o f the  Dem ocratic 
po litic ians . B ig  Business wanted 
th is  leg is la tion  passed as p a r t  o f 
th e ir  un ion-busting  plans. The 
Dem ocrats m ere ly  did the  b id ­
d ing  o f th e ir  m asters. They are 
ca p ita lis t po litic ian s  f irs t  and 
“ frie n d s  o f labo r”  las t.

Reuther and the re s t o f the 
labo r bureaucrats have good 
cause fo r  “ concern.”  B u t can 
they organize the f ig h t  to p ro ­
tec t the unions fro m  th is  new 
assault? They no t on ly  support 
the Dem ocrats p o lit ic a lly , bu t 
have acted fro m  the beg inn ing 
as the police agents o f the w itch - 
hunters in  the p lan ts and union 
locals. They have w orked hand in 
glove w ith  the F B I and congres­
sional “ in ves tig a to rs ,”  against 
m il ita n t un ion ists.

Aside from  expressing “ con­
cern”  and p rom is ing  to  make 
“ fu r th e r  representations to  the 
Defense D epartm ent”  R euther ad­
vanced no p rogram  to  defeat th is  
om inous spread o f the  w itch -hu n t 
w ith  its  un ion-busting  objectives. 
H is support o f the Democrats 
and the lie  about a “ com m unist 
menace”  leaves the labor move­
ment disarmed and helpless in  
the face o f th is  new th rea t.

By Murry Weiss
In  the short debate at the CIO  

Convention on w hether o r no t to 
bu ild  a Labor P a rty , E n iil Mazey, 
S ecre tary-T reasurer o f the U A W - 
CIO, made some revea ling  com­
ments. He was rep ly in g  to  the 
proposal o f M ike  Q u ill, p resident 
o f the T ransport W orkers  Union, 
who tho ugh t th a t the present 
p o litica l po licy o f  the CIO  should 
be scrapped in  fa v o r o f a Labor 
P a rty  o rien ta tion .

“ I  believe the best possible 
conditions fo r  m aking  progress 
in the po litica l arena,”  said M a­
zey, “ would be fo r  labo r to have 
its  own p a rty , in association w ith  
fa rm ers . I th in k  m ost o f you 
know th a t I  have been an advo­
cate o f independent p o lit ic a l ac­
tion  and th a t I  s tro n g ly  believe 
in th a t k ind  o f a movem ent, and 
I have been c r it ic a l o f m y elders 
in labor, CIO  and elsewhere, who

By George Lavan
A no ther w a ll was added to the 

legal fo rtress the Deep South is 
erecting  around its  segregated 
school system. T h is was the 
amendment on Dec. 21 o f the 
M ississipp i C onstitu tion  to  au­
tho rize  the Leg is la tu re  to  tu rn  
the public schools over to  p riva te  
owners i f  school in te g ra tio n  
threatens. The amendment was 
passed by what appeared to be a 
l i t t le  be tte r than a 2 to 1 m arg in .

As soon as the election was 
over, Dem ocratic G overnor Hugh 
W hite  called a special session o f 
the Leg is la tu re  fo r  Jan. 11, 1055. 
I t  w i l l  pass leg is la tion  fo r  the 
construction  o f more J im  Crow 
schools in order to com m it the 
state fina nc ia lly  to  continue the 
segregated school system and to 
dem onstrate to the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt, w h ich  has ye t to g ive a 
decision on s o ft o r hard im ­
p lem entation o f its  M ay 17 
decree, th a t M iss iss ipp i w i l l  not 
accept in te g ra tion .

M ORE A M E N D M E N T S
S im ila r amendments a u th o riz ­

in g  the ju n k in g  o f the public 
school system have been passed 
■in G eorgia and South Carolina. 
Louis iana has .passed a som ewhat 
d if fe re n t amendment. T h is  is a 
“ po lice power”  amendment. I t  
au thorizes the preven tion  o f

fo r  years have said now is not 
the tim e  to launch ou t in  the  
bu ild ings o f a p o lit ic a l movement 
o f our own, and I  f in d  m yse lf in  
the em barrassing position o f hav­
in g  to  repeat w h a t I  used to  con­
demn in  others.”

W H Y  NO LA B O R  P A R T Y

M azey’s stated reason fo r  op­
posing Q u ill’s m oderate proposal 
fo r  steps in  the d irec tion  o f a 
Labor P a rty  was: “ I  don’ t  be­
lieve, despite the m a tu r ity  and 
the progress we have made, th a t 
we have done, s u ffic ie n t p la n tin g  
and ha rrow ing  and ha rves ting  to 
be able to launch a po litica l pa r­
ty  o f our own a t  the present 
tim e.”

B u t Q u ill wasn’t  proposing a 
Labor P a rty  r ig h t  now. A c tu a lly  
Q u ill was m ere ly proposing an 
o rien ta tion , a po licy, heading to ­
wards a Labo r P a r ty :  “ I  am no t 
ta lk in g  about a po litica l p a r ty  
th a t would nom inate its  own can­
didate fo r  P resident,”  said Q u ill, 
“ b u t I  am ta lk in g  about a p a rty  
th a t would be s trong  enough to

school in te g ra tio n  on the  grounds 
th a t a s ta te ’s “ police power”  
en titles  i t  to p reven t rio ts . Thus 
any move tow a rd  in te rra c ia l 
schooling in  Louis iana would be 
prevented in the name o f p reserv­
ing the peace.

A lso passed in  the cu rre n t 
flood o f an ti-N e g ro  leg is la tion  in 
the Deep South was another 
am endm ent to the M ississipp i 
con s titu tion  la s t Novem ber. T h is  
m ay e lim inate  N egro v o tin g  in  
the sta le . O f 500,000 Negroes 
e lig ib le  to vote on ly  22,000 have 
been able to  ge t reg istered in 
M ississipp i ( in  m any M ississipp i 
counties the ind ica tion  o f a desire 
to vote ‘by a Negro is  an ind ica ­
tion  o f a  desire to  be m urdered). 
The new amendment, s tr ic t ly  en­
forced, can p reven t even law yers 
and college graduates, who are 
Negro, fro m  q u a lify in g  as voters.

Passage o f these amendments 
in  M ississipp i shows the e ffec­
tiveness o f the new v ig ila n te  
groups —  the C itizens C om m it­
tees. These “ uptow n K u K Iux 
K lans”  campaigned v igorous ly  
fo r the amendments. Thus the 
vo te r qua lifica tion  amendment, 
which was defeated at the polls a 
few years ago, passed by over 
4 to  1 th is  year.

C O U N TE R  M E A S U R E
The f irs t  counter measure to 

•the C itizen C om m ittees’ economic

have som eth ing to say about th a t 
nom ination..”  He even scaled th is  
down: “ I f  we arc not ready fo r  a 
na tiona l Labor P a rty  in  th is  
country , then we should a t least 
g ive consideration to fo rm in g  L a ­
bor P arties  in  the states th ro u g h ­
ou t th is  coun try  where i t  is  im ­
possible fo r  us to  w a lk  w ith  the 
e x is ting  Dem ocratic P a rty .”

B u t Mazey w ouldn’t  even as­
sociate h im se lf w ith  th is  lim ite d  
proposal to m ere ly “ g ive  consid­
e ra tion ”  to such state Labor P a r­
ty  o rgan iza tion .

E M B A R R A S E D

Now  w hy was Mazey em bar­
rassed by his convention speech ? 
The reason is tha t he has no lo g ­
ical o r p rinc ip led  basis fo r  not 
suppo rting  Q u ill’s proposal. He 
had no basis fo r  abandoning his 
longstand ing advocacy o f an in ­
dependent Labor P a rty  in  the 
f i r s t  place. I f  Mazey fe lt  th a t 
now is no t the m om ent to  take 
a p a rtic u la r action fo r  the p r in ­
ciple o f independent class po litics , 
w hy  d idn ’ t  he say so openly, state

coercion o f Negroes fa v o rin g  
school in te g ra tio n  was announced 
Dec. 16 by the N a tion a l .Asso­
c ia tion  fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Colored People. The N A A O P  in ­
form ed D r. T . R. M. H ow ard o f 
Mound Bayou, Miss., p resident o f 
the  Regional Council o f Negro 
Leadership, th a t i t  is  approaching 
organ izations and ind iv idua ls  
about p ro v id in g  c re d it fa c ilit ie s  
fo r  N egro businessmen, fa rm ers, 
homeowners and others who are 
being denied c re d it by M iss iss ipp i 
bankers and m erchants because 
o f th e ir  support o f school in ­
teg ra tion .

This is an exce llent step. H ow ­
ever, m ost a t the m ercy o f the 
C itizen Com m ittees’ e c o n o m i c  
campaign are N egro w orkers  and 
sharecroppers. P lans should be 
la id  by Negro and labor o rgan iza­
tions fo r  economic aid to w orkers 
and sharecroppers when necessary 
thus p reven ting  thousands o f N e­
groes in  M ississipp i fro m  being 
starved in to  silence on the  school 
segregation issue.

A n o th e r possible measure, h in t­
ed a t by the N A A C P , is a 
re ta lia to ry  boycott. T h is  would 
give the M ississipp i bankers, 
m erchants and p lan ta tion  owners, 
who s ta rted  the economic re ign o f 
te r ro r ,  a taste  o f th e ir  own 
medicine.

the reasons —  and no t be “ em ­
barrassed”  ? B u t i t  is n o t a ques­
tion  o f t im in g  and tactics. I t  is 
a question o f w o rk in g  class p r in ­
ciples.

The t ru th  is th a t Mazey has 
abandoned the m ilitancy  and class 
s tru g g le  policies he advocated in 
his “ you th .”  He has cap itu la ted 
to  the “ elders,”  —  the stodgy, 
conservative, se lf-se rv ing  c a p ita l­
is t-m inded l a b o r  bureaucracy 
which today rules the CIO.

M azey is  a tra g ic  symbol o f 
what: happened to the  whole gen­
era tion  o f trade  union m ilita n ts  
who rose up in the T h irt ie s . They 
were softened by the li fe  and 
hab its  o f  trade  union o ffic ia ls  in 
a period o f d raw n -ou t ca p ita lis t 
w a r p ro sp e rity  and th is  made 
them easy m arks fo r  the poison­
ous class - co llabora tion  po litics 
peddled by the Social Democrats 
and S ta lin is ts .

Mazey is a more tra g ic  f ig u re  
than some o f the others because 
his m ilita n t c lass-strugg le posi­
tion  was m ainta ined fo r  a longer 
period. D u r in g  W o rld  W ar I I ,  he

Will Use A-Bombs 
In Europe, NATO 
Council Threatens

The Paris m eeting o f the N o rth  
A tla n tic  T rea ty  O rgan iza tion  Dec. 
17 —  19 decided to give fo rm a l 
approval to the use o f atom ic 
and “ o ther new weapons”  in  case 
o f w ar w ith  the Soviet bloc. This 
was the most im p o rta n t decision 
an the two-day parley o f the 
m ilita ry  a lliance organized by 
W a ll S tree t as pa rt o f its  long- 
range plan (o open up the ¡Soviet 
bloc to ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion . 
The phrase “ o ther new weapons”  
probably re fe rs  to  the use o f 
germs and viruses th a t could 
prove more deadly than the H - 
bomb.

Upon re tu rn in g  to the U.S., 
Dulles gave as the excuse fo r  
approv ing  such weapons th a t 
they are on ly “ ta c tica l”  and th a t 
‘they are ra p id ly  becoming “ con­
ven tiona l.”  Iif tha t is  tru e  then 
the leve ling o f the w o rld ’s g rea t 
c itie s  is “ ta c tica l”  and mass 
m urder has become “ conven­
tion a l.”  Such are the  uses o f 
semantics in the era o f the death 
agony o f cap ita lism .

The N A TO  Council agreed not 
to use atom ic weapons in . A s ia . 
How long th is  agreem ent is to 
ho ld  was no t indicated. M eanwhile 
h ig h ly  m obile a ir  and sea s t r ik ­
ing power is to be used where the 
W estern im peria lis ts  believe they 
m ig h t prove e ffec tive  in  p u ttin g  
down colonial rebellions. Th is 
means a repe tition  o f the Korean 
type  w a rfa re  Where en tire  v i l ­
lages were blown up and th e ir 
inhab itan ts  incinerated w i t h  
je llie d  gasoline and s im ila r prod^ 
ucts o f cap ita lis t c iv iliza tion .

The Council announced th a t its  
generals would no t have au­
th o r ity  to use atom ic weapons. 
The order fo r  actua l use is le f t  
to  the heads o f the governm ents; 
th a t is, hum an ita rians like  E isen­
hower and C hurch ill.

“ 50 Y E A R S ”
The decisions taken by the 

Council do no t s ig n ify  that. W orld  
W ar H I is ju s t around the  corner. 
A s a m a tte r o f fac t, E isenhower’s 
decla ra tion  Dec. 15 about “ 50 
years”  o f armed tension, was 
s im p ly  a way o f saying that, there 
is no p ro b a b ility  o f im m ediate 
con flic t.

In the l ig h t  o f th is , the open 
announcement th a t the A llie d  
powers in tend to use atom ic 
weapons in  the w a r tow ard which 
they are heading as a s tra teg ic  
ob jective, m ust be taken as a 
d ip lom atic  th re a t —  Dulles’ way 
o f coun te ring  the denunciations 
issued by Moscow over the rea rm ­
in g  o f Germ any. B u t i f  i t  is no 
m ore than a coun te r-th rea t, so 
fa r  as the im m ediate period is 
concerned, i t  is  a g rim  wanning 
nevertheless o f w h a t to expect i f  
cap ita lism  is n o t replaced by the 
on ly system th a t can guarantee 
enduring .peace; th a t is, the 
sc ien tifica lly  planned order o f so-

led the f ig h t  aga ins t the no- 
s tr ik e  pledge a t the 1943 U A W - 
OIO convention and in troduced a 
reso lu tion fo r  a Labor P a rty . 
La te r as a sergeant in the U.S. 
A rm y  Mazey was elected by a 
delegated convention, represent­
ing  139,000 rank and file  troops 
in  M anila , to membership on the 
♦ op cen tra l com m ittee which 
headed a g ian t “ Go home”  
dem onstration. Thus Mazey in  
action opposed cap ita lism  in  w at 
and peace. He refused to become 
a creature o f W a ll S tree t’s fo r ­
eign po licy e ithe r at home or 
abroad.

A N  E LD E R

A ll th a t is gone. M azey is  now 
one o f the “ elders.”  He has seen 
the ligh t, and become a labo r 
statesm an. He supports A m erican 
cap ita lism  in  its  fo re ign  po licy, 
and he serves i t  dom estica lly. 
Advocacy o f a Labor P a i'ty  can 
now be file d  by  Mazey in  his 
fo ld e r m arked, “ M y  Y o u th fu l 
F o ll ie s ”

There is  a lo t  o f “ p la n tin g ”

Tokyo Seeks 
China Trade
Plans to  send a top-leve l,gov­

ernment-sponsored trade delega­
tion  to  China were announced in 
Japan Dec. 18. The delegation 
is lo  be headed by Shozo M ura ta , 
president o f an am algam ation o f 
several Japanese business syn­
dicates form ed the past month.

'M ura ta  is not a le ft is t .  In  fa c t 
h is  outlook would stand the 
s c ru tin y  o f the N a tiona l Associa­
t io n  o f M anufacture rs. He is  an 
o ld -tim e Japanese sh ipp ing com­
pany president, a fo rm e r ambas­
sador .to the P h ilip p ines  d u rin g  
the Japanese occupation, and ad­
v ise r to  ¡the Japanese A rm y  
Command in the P h ilipp ines, a 
Class-A w a r c rim in a l, and more 
recently  a top-leve l adviser to 
the Yoshida adm in is tra tion .

The announcement o f the 
Japanese e f fo r t  to  norm alize 
re la tions w ith  C h ina fo llow ed a 
fo re ign -po licy  statem ent Dec. 12 
by Fore ign M in is te r Shigeirutsu 
in d ica tin g  w illingness to resume 
fu ll-sca le  trade w ith  the Soviet 
bloc i f  i t  would no t pre judice 
Japanese-American re la tions.

Moscow responded Dec. 14 w ith  
a special broadcast beamed to 
Japan, welcom ing the sta tem ent 
and p rom is ing  th a t there would 
be no pressure from  the K rem lin  
to d is ru p t re la tio ns  between 
Tokyo and W ashing ton.

E a r lie r  th is  year, advocacy by 
the Yoshida governm ent o f recog­
n itio n  o f China was denounced by 
the E isenhower adm in is tra tion . 
The cur re n t move was met by 
silence, in d ica ting  State D epa rt­
ment approval.

A  reactionary Japanese spokes­
man reported ly  declared th a t i t  is 
expected the U.S. w ill drop 
present trade res tr ic tio ns  w ith  
the  Soviet bloc as i t  moves 
•towards “ coexistence,”  th a t China 
w ill be recognized “ w ith in  the 
next tw o o r  three years,”  and 
th a t Japan wants to  be in on the 
“ ground f lo o r ”  when th is  hap­
pens.

M A Z E Y

them, acted as a sovereign gov­
ernm ent, and the UN  in de legat­
in g  H am m arskjö ld  to represent i t  
a t Peking recognized th is  re a lity  
in fac t. The U N  action c o n s titu t­
ed a d ip lo m atic  v ic to ry  o f f irs t -  
ra te  im portance fo r  China.

P rem ier Chou E n -L a i’s accept­
ance Dec. 17 o f the  proposal o f the 
head o f the U n ited  N ations to  
come to Peking thus opens a new 
stage in China’s fo rm a l standing 
as a w orld  power, a stage c le a rly  
po in ting  toward its  admission to 
the U N . F o r i t  would seem 
handier in nego tia tions —  i f  on ly 
fo r  p ra c tica l reasons —  to  have a 
de legation fro m  China a t U N  
headquarters in  New Y o rk  ra th e r 
than ha v in g  to send a U N  
delegation to Peking.

The cap ita lis ts  press, o f course, 
is p lac ing  b ig  emphasis on the 
problem o f g e ttin g  the airm en 
released. They in s is t on the fa c t 
th a t 11 o f the  men shot down 
over Chinese te r r ito ry  du rin g  the 
Korean c o n flic t were in  un ifo rm  
and consequently couldn’t  be 
“ spies.”  They would do be tte r to 
exp la in why T rum an sent U.S. 
forces in to  Korea w ith o u t even 
consu lting  Congress. In terested 
on ly  in  m ak ing  ou t the best 
possible case, they tend to  present 
the U N  action as s im p ly  one o f 
a series o f e ffo r ts  to  ge t the 
prisoners ou t o f China, an e f fo r t  
about, on par w ith  ho ld ing  35 
Chinese students in  th is  country 
as hostages.

The la rg e r im p lica tions, how ­
ever, have been noted here and 
there. W illia m  R. F rye  o f the 
C hris tian  Science M o n ito r (Dec. 
18) declared th a t  w hethe r the 
m ission succeeds o r fa ils , “ I ts  
im pact in ev itab ly  w ill be fe lt  on 
the whole course o f events in  
A sia . .

Thomas J. H a m ilton  o f the 
N. Y . T im es (Dec. 19) reported, 
that, “ some W estern delegates”  to 
the U N  believe th a t i f  the m ission 
fa ils , “ the prestige  o f the U n ited  
N ations w ill in e v ita b ly  su ffe r, 
p a r tic u la r ly  in  the  U n ited  S tates.”  
B u t i f  i t  succeeds, “ the movem ent 
fo r  the  admission to  the U n ited  
N ations o f the P e ip ing represen­
ta tive , w h ich the U n ited  States is 
determ ined to keep on opposing, 
w i l l  be g re a tly  strengthened.”

I t  would thus seem th a t in ­
stead o f the new Chinese gov­
ernm ent being hauled before tihe 
bar o f op in ion o f the U n ited  N a­
tions, as the press cla im ed when 
th a t body issued its  f irs t noisy 
declarations over the sentencing 
o f the a irm en, i t  is the U n ited  
N a tion  be ing hauled before the 
Chinese governm ent. T h is  iro n ic  
consequence o f the long re fusa l 
o f the U N  to adm it the govern­
ment chosen in revo lu tiona ry  ac­
tion  by the most populous na tion  
on earth is su ffiicent com m entary 
on how much rea l p restige the 
UN  has today.

A ccord ing  to  the M on ito r, 
Moscow is p u ttin g  pressure on 
Peking to  g ive  H arr.m arskjo ld  
som eth ing to  b r in g  back to New  
Y o rk . “ O f late, Soviet d ip lom ats 
have no t tr ie d  to  conceal th e ir  
im patience w ith  P ek ing ’s tac tics  
—  tactics which repeatedly have 
p u t M oscow’s men in  em bar­
rassing positions here (a t the 
U N ) . ”

The im prisonm ent o f U.S. a ir ­
men by China contrasts w ith  the 
K re m lin ’s recent release o f A llie d  
prisoners and hostages, the la te s t 
be ing C ard ina l M indszenty in. 
H ungary . These concesisons re ­
f le c t M oscow’s desire to  w in  “ cor 
existence”  th rou gh  appeasnaw 
W a ll S tree t as much as possible?

cia lism .

Hammarskjöld Trip Brings 
China Closer to Entry in UN

M azey Explains W hy He Joined the "E lders"
“ h a rro w in g ”  and “ ha rves ting ”  to 
do fo r  an independent Labor 
P a rty  a ll r ig h t,  b u t the M azey’s 
w on’t  do it .  I t  w il l take a new 
generation o f m ilita n ts  to lead 
the Am erican w orkers fo rw a rd  
in th e ir  awakening to p o litica l 
class consciousness.
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Washington, Moscow Indicate Deal 
Dividing World in Power Spheres

By Joseph Hansen
The outstanding development in 

foreign affairs during 1954 was 
the further easing of world ten­
sion. A  decision to take the “im­
mediacy” out of the threat of 
another world war and to seek a 
temporary deal with the Soviet 
Union was indicated by Eisen­
hower even before he took office. 
During 1953 this course was 
marked by Washington’s agree­
ment to a cease-fire in Korea. In 
1954, the highlight was the end­
ing of hostilities in Indochina. 
The fact that the Eisenhower ad­
ministration was considering a 
definite “non - aggression pact” 
with Moscow was revealed by the 
State Department as early as

EISENHOW ER

October 1953. A s 1954 ended, W a ll 
S tree t’s governm ent was c learly  
proceeding in  fo re ign  a ffa irs  as 
i f  it  had reached a fa ir ly  de fin ite  
understand ing w ith  the K re m lin  
fo r the tim e being about the 
w orld  balance o f power.

T h is course, w ith  a ll its  propa­
ganda about “ seeking peace,”  
does no t a t a ll s ig n ify  th a t A m e r­
ican B ig  Business has given up 
its  p repa ra tions fo r  W orld  W ar 
I I I ,  which were begun before 
W orld  W ar H  had even come to 
a close. As a m a tte r o f  fa c t, the 
S tate D epartm ent took another 
long step in  th is  d irection  du ring  
1954 in  reaching general agree­
m en t among the A llie d  powers to 
com plem ent the rearm am ent o f 
Japan w ith  the rea rm am en t o f 
Germany.

S T A L E M A T E
Wthat the tu rn  in  fo re ign  po licy 

in it ia te d  by E isenhower does 
•mean is fu r th e r  postponem ent o f 
the outbreak o f W orld  W a r I I I  
and the opening o f an in te r im  
period, which fro m  a m il ita ry  
v iew po in t can be characterized as 
a stalem ate.

W hile  the rea l re la tionsh ip  w ill 
be one fundam enta lly  o f an tagon­
ism, Moscow w ill cooperate w ith  
W ashington in  p u ttin g  down or 
be tra y in g  o r heading o f f  colonial 
movements fo r  na tiona l inde­
pendence or w o rk in g  class move­
ments seeking to displace ca p ita l­
ism in  fa v o r  o f socialism . These 
two types o f movements tend to 
coalesce in  backward countries. 
Both o f them challenge the reac­
tio n a ry  ru le  and p riv ileged  posi­
t ion  o f the cap ita lis t class and the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy. B u t since

on ly  socialism  can b ring  enduring 
peace to  ou r s tr ife -r id d e n  and 
w a r-to rn  p lanet, cooperation be­
tween the K rem lin  and the 
W estern powers against revo lu ­
tion a ry  movements means a new 
w a r in .the long run unless the 
people in tervene.

In  1954 a d ram atic  example o f 
how the understand ing between 
the K re m lin  and the U.S. State 
D epartm ent operates a t the ex­
pense o f oppressed and poverty- 
s tr icken  countries was provided 
by Guatem ala. There the Com­
m un ist P a r ty  was in  position  fo r  
a num ber o f  years to  decisively 
in tervene as a po litica l force. In ­
stead. o f leading the people tow a rd  
freedom from  the oppressive ru le  
o f U n ited  F ru it ,  the Guatem alan 
S ta lin is ts , c a rry in g  ou t Moscow’s 
line, made possible the successful 
rea liza tion  o f a counter-revo lu­
tio n a ry  coup d’e ta t openly en­
gineered by  the S ta te  D e pa rt­
ment.

The fa c t th a t A m erican B ig  
Business fe lt  compelled to  change 
its  course in fo re ig n  a ffa irs  —  
even though te m p o ra rily  —  a fte r 
the years o f ra t t l in g  the atom 
bomb, lin in g  up tihe W estern 
Hemisphere, W estern Europe and 
Japan fo r  w a r and fin a lly  p lung ­
in g  in to  the c iv il w a r in  Korea, 
testifies to the p ro fu n d ity  o f the 
revo lu tiona ry  movements in  the 
F a r East, the deep yea rn ing  o f 
the  European workers fo r  social- 
ism , and the a n ti-w a r sentim ents 
o f the  Am erican people. Those 
.forces, incoherent though they 
m ay be today and cursed w ith  
perfid ious leaders o f the S ta lin is t, 
Social Dem ocratic and na tiona lis t 
s tripe , are elem ental and p ro ­
found. T h e ir  u ltim a te  v ic to ry  is 
inevitab le .

N E W  PRO BLEM S
Recognition o f the balance o f 

power by Moscow and W ash ing­
ton, w hether i t  is made fo rm a l o r 
no t, poses a new series o f p rob­
lems fo r  the  vanguard o f the 
w o rk in g  class in the period im ­
m ediate ly before us.

F o r instance, there is bound to 
be a wide tendency, ca re fu lly  
nu rtu red  by the S ta lin is ts  and 
•the ca p ita lis t propagandists, th a t 
the cessation o f h o s tilit ie s  opens 
up a chance fo r  enduring  peace 
under the benign guidance o f the 
W a ll S tree t wolves and the 
K re m lin  o liga rchy  and th e ir  labor 
lieutenants. To fa l l  fo r  th a t 
propaganda could prove fa ta l.

F o r the peoples o f the Soviet 
bloc, the l i f t in g  o f the economic 
blockade by the im p e ria lis t 
powers in the com ing period could 
mean a series o f new d iff ic u lt  
problems fra u g h t w ith  danger. 
The “ jo ke ”  o f M ikoyan , Soviet 
Deputy P rim e M in is te r and 
M in is te r o f T rade, a fte r  a recent 
v is it  to F in land is ind ica tive : “ 1 
came to F in land a Communist. 
A f te r  w hat 1 have seen, I  must 
be care fu l. O therw ise I  shall 
re tu rn  to Moscow a ca p ita lis t.”

M A L E N K O V

No M e rry  Xm as fo r  Them McCarthyite Movement Checked; 
Trend Shown Toward Democrats

With Christmas just around the corner, Mrs. William Doerr 
wonders what is in store for the eight children gathered about 
her in their Pittsburgh home. Her husband is one of the mil­
lions of unemployed and the family furniture was supposed to 
be sold at a constable’s sale to meet back rent.

th ixm ghout the postw ar years, ns 
an O rien ta l w it pu t it ,  the ca p ita l­
ists have been scared out o f tiheir 
seven senses. S m all wonder, th e ir  
postw ar boom requ ired by 1947- 
48, in jections o f huge arm s spend­
in g  p lus in fla t io n a ry  measures. 
And a ll o f  th is  ended in  the T ru ­
man depression o f 1949-50. Then 
they plunged in to  the Korean 
war.

T h a t d idn ’ t  help long, e ither. 
In the wake o f the Korean in ­
f la t io n a ry  binge, spiked w ith  the 
blood o f the Korean and U.S. 
youth, came the E isenhower 
depression o f 1953-54. One in ­
fla tio n a ry  meaure on (op o f an­
other f in a lly  pulled the economy 
back to the “ he ights”  now so 
in v it in g  to  the U.S. Cham ber o f 
Commerce and the rest o f the 
cap ita lis ts , but hard ly  to  the 
w o rk ing  class as a whole.

This map shows the school segregation picture at time of Supreme Court decision, May 17, 
1954. States shown in black had laws making segregation compulsory; states that are lined had 
laws permitting segregation, while those that are dotted had laws forbidding it. Since then there 
has been a beginning of desegregation in the four states that had permitted it. Of the states with 
compulsory segregation laws, partial integration h as taken place in Delaware, Maryland, West 
Virginia and Missouri. In  Arkansas, two commu nities integrated as an economy move but only 20 
Negro children were involved.

PREDICT ’55 PROSPERITY 
AND MORE UNEMPLOYED

By Tom Conlan
The season of economic forecasts for 1955 is upon us. 

Capitalist economists must, as they do, tro t forward, each 
w ith a forecast. These are talented people. Each can see 
fa r th e r  in to  two fee t o f a rm or- 
p late than his colleague. Thus 
equipped they are happ ily  able to  
fo recast the fu tu re  in  the present 
deadlocked w o rld  and domestic 
economic s itua tion . 1955 sha ll be 
prosperous, they fo recast in v ir ­
tua l un an im ity . They leave out a 
t i  if le  —  P rosp erity  fo r  W hom ?

Take the ch ie f h ired  man —  
pardon! —  ch ie f economist o f the 
U.S. Chamber o f Commerce, one 
named Emerson Schm idt. He 
o ffe rs  not one bu t tw o forecasts.
One a happy m in im um ; the 
second a happ ier m axim um  (N .
Y. T imes, Dec. 19). A  m in im um  
o f p ro spe rity , in  his eyes, w ill 
resu lt, from  a  rise o f 8-1 b illio n  
next year in the gross na tiona l 
product, as against 1954. T h a t’s 
som eth ing to h a il, he assures.

By labor, perhaps? H a rd ly . F o r 
the w orkers, 1954 was m arked by 
th e  con tinuation  o f the E isen- 
O'.ower depression w e ll in to  
September, w ith  the business 
u p tu rn  com ing on ly in  the fina l 
q u a rte r o f the  year. I t  was no t a 
cheerfu l experience. A ccord ing to 
another expert (see, N .Y . H era ld - 
T ribune , Dec. 19) the w o rk in g  
class lost, up to A p r i l 1954, in 
wages a t a ra te  o f S8 b illio n  a 
year, th e ir  to ta l pay declin ing 
“ from  a ra te  o f S208 b illio n  a 
year in  J u ly  1953 to $200 b illio n  
in A p r i l  1954.”  Since A p r i l 1954, 
t lie  same expert reports , the 
wage-loss has ru n  a t a ra te  o f 
$6 b illio n  (wages having “ levelled 
o f f ”  a t around 8202 b illio n ).

In  the l ig h t  o f these ra th e r 
conservative figu res w h a t does 
Schm idt’s, “ m in im u m " o f pros­
p e rity  mean fo r  the workers?
A ssum ing w orkers are pe rm itted  
to  pocket the fu l l  $4 b illio n  
“ m in im u m ”  increase (and w hat 
a p ipe dream th a t is !)  they w ill 
s t i l l  be shy by a t least $2 b illion  
o f  the share o f the  na tiona l in ­
come they received up to  Ju ly  
1953. The “ m in im um ”  thus tu rns 
out to be a sm a lle r share o f the 
na tiona l income fo r  the  workers, 
w h ile  the cap ita lis t class cuts an 
even b igger slice fo r  its e lf.  How 
happy about th is  can labor get?

■Here we come to the Sdhimidt
—  U.S. Chamber o f Commerce’s 
m axim um . T h is  super-duper pros­
p e r ity  envisions “ a m axim um  
increase o f $9 b illio n ’’ in  1955.
N o t in  wages, o f course, bu t 
again in  the  “ gross national 
p roduct.”  O f th is  the w orkers w ill 
g e t n o t the lio n ’s b u t the  iam b ’s 
share. B u t w h a t w i l l  happen i f  
th is  m axim um  is realized in  life ?
W hy, th a t w i l l  “ equal 1953’s un­
matched record o f p ro spe rity ,”  
assures S chm id t breathlessly.
C learly , he isn ’t  ta lk in g  here 
about “ unm atched p ro sp e rity ,”  
fo r  labor. Because the Easen- 
hower depression s ta rted  in  Ju ly  
1953. F o r labor th is  is no happy 
prospect, e ither. I t  means a re tu rn  
to levels o f production, which 
•spelled m ise ry  fo r .  five m illio n  
jobless. B u t th a t ’s the best 
Schm idt sees.

As i f  to  add to the joys o f th is  
1955 prospe rity , Schm idt an­
nounced, as have v ir tu a lly  a ll 
o ther forecasters, more unem­
ploym ent in  1955 than in  1954.
A  “ s lig h t rise,”  he said. And th is
—  not in  a slum p, bu t du ring  an 
u p tu rn ! Schm idt is understand­
ab ly re ticen t about it.. B u t other 
experts speak openly about past 
unem ploym ent, fo r  e x a m p l e ,
“ among young people, and to  a 
lesser extent among old people 
and women,”  and o f more o f the 
same ahead. N e ith e r the young 
nor the aged are s ligh te d ; ne ither 
males nor fem ales.

One is bound to  ask: A re  these 
people sane? The t ru th  is th a t M E A N Y

By Daniel Roberts
A ll the reactionary  trends oper­

a tin g  in the U.S. d u rin g  the last 
several years came to a c lim ax 
d u rin g  1954. Then in the second 
h a lf o f the year, because o f the 
s low ing  down o f the w a r d rive , 
the curb placed on M cC arthy and 
the re v iva l o f the Labor Demo­
c ra tic  coa lition  as a resu lt o f the 
Novem ber election, the reac tion ­
a ry  trends w ere 'm oderated. Pow­
e r fu l trends in  the opposite d irec­
tion  began to  operate.

In  the beg inn ing o f 1954, the 
m ain centers o f B ig  Business 
welcomed Sen. Joseph M cC arthy 
as the m ost e ffec tive  propagan­
d is t in  the  “ an ti - com m unist”  
d rive  and as the  w itch -hu n te r in 
chief. Thq ru l in g  c a p ita lis t c ir ­
cles wanted his services in  o rder 
to step up the red -hun t as p a rt 
o f the d rive  to in tim id a te  and 
silence the  popu lation in p repa r­
ation fo r  W orld  W a r I I I .

W E N T  TOO F A R
However, M cC arthy  d id  no t 

confine h im se lf to red -ba iting  
the Dem ocratic P a rty , as the 
main sections o f B ig  Business 
wanted h im  to do. He used the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  bu ild  h is indepen­
dent fa sc is t fac tion . And he w itch - 
hunted the favored in s tru m en t o f 
B ig  Business, the  E isenhower 
A d m in is tra tio n , its e lf.

By M arch, M cC arthy  had be­
come a de trim en t to  the ru lin g  
c a p ita lis t circles. W r it in g  in  the 
M il i ta n t  on M arch 22 ju s t before 
the  A rm y  - M cC arthy  hearings, 
Joseph Hansen said: “ The cal 
culated a tte m p t to M cC arthy ize  
the a rm y fo rced  a section o f the 
c a p ita lis t class p r im a r ily  the 
E astern section, to  ask i ts e l f : 
Is  i t  prepared to  streng then na­
tive  fascism th a t much today? 
Is  i t  ready to tu rn  to  fascist ru le  
now or in  the im m edia te fu tu re ?  
. . . The answer i t  gave was: 
‘No, not ye t’ . . .  I t  was neces­
sary to pu t a check re in  on him . 
N o t to  smash him hu t to  curb 
h im .”

In  the A rm y-M cC a rth y  hear­
ings the m ain sections o f B ig  
Business ev iden tly  s t i l l  hesitated 
to act decisive ly fo r  fe a r o f en­
dangering  the w itch -hu n t. H ow ­
ever, when la s t A ugust, W a ll 
S tree t decided to  slow  down the 
w a r d rive  and seek a “ modus

Failure to Build Own Party 
Puts Unions on Defensive

By Shirley Clark
The year 1954 opened a new chapter in the post-war 

history of the labor movement. The deepening of the reces­
sion that began in 1953 put the economic squeeze on the
l iv in g  standards o f the  workers. 
F ive  m illio n  men and women 
were unable to  find jobs. M illio n s  
were w o rk in g  reduced hours, and 
th e ir  paychecks were cut.

The old days o f an expanding 
economy when union contracts 
were negotiated w ith  re la tive  
ease, were gone. In  the changed 
economic s itu a tio n  the unions 
faced new problem s o f m ergers, 
runaw ay shops, au tom ation and 
increased m echanization. These 
problems o f the whole economy 
could n o t be resolved sole ly on 
the level o f local negotia tions.

In  add ition  to  the economic 
squeeze the union movement 
faced a g row ing  an ti- la bo r d rive  
on the leg is la tive  fro n t. The u- 
nanimous passage o f the Com­
m un ist Contro l A c t o f  1954 by 
Congress m arked the o ff ic ia l ex­
tension o f the w itch -hun t to the 
labor movement. Passed in  an 
atmosphere o f Senatoria l red- 
hun ting  hyste ria , the A c t, de­
stroyed in  one stroke the  lega l 
pro tection o f the r ig h t  to  o rgan ­
ize and barga in  co llective ly .

In  th is  new s itua tion  the  labo r 
movem ent found its e lf  on the  
defensive, o ften  w ith  the ques 
tion  o f the su rv iva l o f the un ion 
sha rp ly  posed. The Studebaker 
w orkers were persuaded to  take 
pay cuts as a resu lt o f a com­
pany “ ha rdsh ip”  plea. Members 
o f the U A W -C IO  in Koh le r, W is ­
consin, are s t i l l  f ig h t in g  fo r  the 
ve ry  existence o f th e ir  union.

The defensive na ture  o f labo r’s

s trugg les in 1954 was demon­
stra ted m ost d ra m a tica lly  in the 
long, b it te r  s tr ik e  o f the D e tro it 
Square D w orkers , organized in 
the  independent U n ited  E le c tr ica l 
W orke rs ' U n ion . F o r m onths 
these 1200 w orkers were red ­
baited by the c a p ita lis t press. 
C ontract nego tia tions were broken 
o ff .  And f in a lly ,  a f te r  passage 
o f the  C om m unist C on tro l A ct, 
the em ployers organized scab- 
he rd ing w ith  the he lp o f the 
police, fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e  in  De­
t r o i t  since the T h irtie s .

As a resu lt o f m il ita n t  ra n k - 
an d -file  pressure, the U A W -C IO  
f in a lly  recognized the danger to 
its  own existence and organized 
lim ite d  support fo r  the s tr ike rs . 
T h is  was s u ffic ie n t to  save the 
Square D union fro m  destruction. 
B u t the p o lit ic a l a lliance o f the 
U A W  w ith  the Dem ocrats p re ­
vented the m ob iliza tion  o f enough 
forces to w in a c lear-cut v ic to ry . 
Union o ffic ia ls  d idn ’ t w an t to  
embarrass W illia m s , the Dem o­
c ra tic  candidate fo r  governor o f 
M ich igan.

The union movem ent, f r ig h te n ­
ed over the economic experience 
o f 1954 and the g ro w th  o f a n t i­
union pressure, concluded the 
year by re tu rn in g  the Dem ocrats 
to  power in  Congress. The labor 
bureaucrats lik e  R euther and 
M eany hope th a t the v ic to ry  o f 
the p a rty  w ill begin to solve th e ir  
problemsu

B u t the  Dem ocrats —  libe ra ls  
included —  showed th e ir  colors 
when they voted fo r  the Com­
m un is t con tro l A c t la s t A ugust. 
O ne-th ird  o f the  Dem ocratic m a­
jo r i t y  in  Congress is composed 
o f representatives o f the  J im  
Crow  open shop Southern cap i­
ta lis ts . The next yea r w i l l  no t 
b r in g  a solution to  the problem s 
o f the  labo r movem ent th rough 
support o f the Dem ocratic P a rty .

However, a l l ind ica tions po in t 
to the de term ination  o f the  w o rk ­
ers to  m ake a decisive a tte m p t to 
rea lize th e ir  ob jectives th rough  
the road o f a Labor-D em ocratic 
coa lition . M eanwhile, every new 
experience in  the class s trugg le  
w ill supply fresh evidence o f the 
hopelessness o f th is  course and 
the need to  tu rn  to independent 
w o rk ing  class po litics .

v ive nd i”  w ith  the Soviet bloc and 
China, i t  determ ined to  place a 
hard  check on the fasc is t Sena­
to r. The E isenhower A dm in is ­
tra tio n  now feared th a t M cC ar­
th y ’s reckless charges o f “ p ro - 
Com m unism ”  would ham per the 
State D epartm ent in its  d ip lom ­
a tic  moves.

The six  u ltra -conserva tive  Sen­
a to rs  who made up the W atk ins  
Com m ittee recommended that. M c­
C a rth y  be censured. And the Rep­
ub lican h igh command kep t M c­
C a rthy  out o f the  e lection cam­
pa ign. Emboldened by the defeat 
o f the o u tr ig h t M cC arlhy ites  at 
the  po lls, the ru l in g  ca p ita lis t 
c ircles proceeded to  have the 
Senate censure M cC arthy.

However, o f even g rea te r im ­
portance fo r  the crea tion  o f a 
new p o lit ic a l c lim ate  in  the 
U.S. than the  tac tica l s h ifts  o f 
B ig  Business was the w o rk in g  
class vote in  the  1954 elections. 
The w o rkers  re jected the naked 
ru le  o f B ig  Business exercised by 
the Republican P a rty . They dis­
regarded the smear o f “ pro-Com - 
m unism ”  applied to  the re fo rm  
measures and prom ises o f the 
New  Deal and showed th a t they 
were again pushing fo r  social 
re form s.

A  b ig  m a jo r ity  o f the w orkers 
determ ined to vo te  un ite d ly  a t 
the po lls  —  to  vo te  as a class —  
in support o f the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  candidates endorsed by the 
unions. T h e ir vote resu lted in the 
re v iva l o f the Labor-D em ocra tic  
P a r ty  coa lition , when the Demo 
erats captured con tro l o f the 84th 
Congress.

P E R S P E C T IV E  FO R  1956
O f course, th is  coa litio n  is an 

in s tru m e n t o f B ig  Business ru le  
though i t  masks i t  tru e  nature 
by a g re a te r use o f demagogy 
than does the Republican P a rty . 
The Dem ocratic P a rty  under T ru ­
man launched the cold-war, the 
w itch -hun t and enforced the T a ft-  
H a rtle y  law  against the unions. 
The Dem ocratic P a rty  contro lled 
84th Congress w ill no t provide 
any s ig n if ic a n t im provem ents in 
the fie ld  o f labor leg is la tion  or 
c iv il r ig h ts . A nd it w ill not end 
the w itch -hun t.

B u t the w o rkers ’ experience 
w ith  the D em ocratic P a rty  in  the 
ne x t few  years w i l l  p robab ly be

TRUM AN won in 1948 on 
promise to repeal Taft-Hartley. 
Can Democrats do it again in 
1956?

decisive. They w il l  in  a ll lik e ­
lihood g ive the  Dem ocratic P a r­
ty  c red it u n t il a f te r  the p res i­
dentia l election o f 1956 to m ake 
good on th e ir  expectations. B u t 
then the w orkers w ill w a n t re ­
sults.

W hen the w o rk in g  people d is­
cover th rough  th e ir  own exper­
iences tha t t ’ne Dem ocratic P a r­
ty  is as so lid ly  tied  to  the  in te r ­
ests o f B ig  Business as is  the 
Republican P arty , they w il l  use 
th e ir  present p o litica l u n ity  to 
launch an independent p o lit ic a l 
p a rty  o f the w o rk in g  class.

T h is  break from  the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  w i l l  b ring  about a 
genuine reversa l in  the p o lit ic a l 
scene in the U.S. I t  w i l l  place 
B ig  Business reaction on the de­
fensive and launch the w o rk ing  
people on the road to w inn ing  
peace, freedom , secu rity  and 
eq ua lity  th rough  a s tru g g le  fo r  
a W orkers and F arm ers G overn­
ment.

A m erican  Fascists

Sen. McCarthy, fascist demagogue from Wisconsin, shown 
with his counsel Roy Cohn (le ft) during the McCarthy-Army 
probe last summer. For weeks McCarthy was main political 
attraction on nation’s TV  and radio sets. Later, leading capitalist 
circles decided to check his movement by having Senate majority 
“censure” thé would-be American Hitler.
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the 14th Am endm ent and was 
the re fo re  unconstitu tiona l. F o r 
the  preceding 58 years the XJ.S. 
Supreme C ourt had been ru l in g  
th a t “ separate b u t equal”  school 
segregation did  no t v io la te  the 
14th A m endm ent and was the re ­
fo re  constitu tiona l.

The Supreme C o u rt’s decision 
to  abandon the “ separate b u t 
equal”  fo rm u la  fo r  sanction ing 
J im  C row  was a g re a t legal v ic ­
to ry  fo r  the Negro people. How 
was i t  won? Log ica l and pe r­
suasive as were the argum ents 
presented by the N a tiona l Asso­
c ia tion  fo r  the Advancem ent o f 
Colored People law yers, s t i l l  
s tronger unspoken argum ents 
backed them  up.

These argum ents m ay be b r ie f­
ly  summed up as fo llow s : (1) 
The steady pressure o f the N e­
g ro  people and th e ir  o rgan iza­
tions in  the past tw o  decades 
aga inst J im  Crow. (2) The fa c t 
th a t the N egro people no longer 
s tru g g le  alone but arc f irm ly  a l­
lied  w ith  the pow erfu l labo r move­
m ent. (3) The changed a ttitudes  
o f broad layers o f the  w h ite  
popu la tion  in the U.S. as a re ­
s u lt o f jo in t  action w ith  Negroes 
in  s tr ikes  and in unions plus the 
e ffe c t o f education and ag ita tio n  
aga inst J im  Crow  on the w h ite  
popu lation in  general. (4 ) The 
c linch ing  argum ent, however, was 
the s treng th  o f d is ta n t a llies o f 
the  Am erican N egro  people —  
the revo lu tiona ry , colored masses 
o f Asia(,

I t  was the cold - w a r a ttem p t 
to  neu tra lize  a n ti-U . .S. fee lin g

am ong the Asian and A fr ic a n  
masses th a t led the U.S. Su­
preme C ourt to  ru le  against 
school segregation in  1954 ra th e r 
than in 1944 o r 1964.

O n ly  the f i r s t  in s ta llm e n t o f 
the decision has been given. N o t 
before next sum m er 1955 w il l  the 
C ourt ru le  on the p ra c tica l steps 
to  enforce compliance. I t  is  fe a r­
ed th a t the second in s ta llm e n t 
w ill be weaker than the firs t.

Some desegregation was achiev­
ed in 1954. M ost im p o rta n t was 
the desegregation in  B a ltim ore  
and W ashington, D. C., though 
m ost o f the schools the re  have 
on ly  token in te g ra tio n . Demon­
s tra tion s  by rac is ts  the re  fa iled  
to undo w h a t had been achieved. 
In  W h ite  S u lphur S prings and 
R upert, W . Va., M ilfo rd , Del., 
Sheridan, A rk ., and C la rk ton , Mo., 
however, rac is ts  forced the 
abandonment, o f attem pted in ­
teg ra tion .

The Deep South made no a t­
tem pts to  com ply w ith  the Su­
prême C o u rt’s decision. Instead 
m ost o f these states have made 
lega l p repa ra tion  fo r  evading o r 
de fy in g  the decision.

Even m ore ominous was the 
m ushroom ing o f an ti-N e g ro  v ig ­
ila n te  organ isations in  the  South 
such a the C itizens Committees 
in  M iss iss ipp i and A labam a, the 
M oonligh te rs in  Texas, the  C itiz ­
ens P ro tective  Association in 
M issouri, B ry a n t Bowles’ N a tio n ­
al Associa tion fo r  the  Advance­
ment. o f W h ite  People as w e ll 
as a resurgence o f the  old Ku 
K lu x  K lam

School Segregation Ruling 
And the Fight Since Then

By George Lavan
The outstanding feature of the Negro struggle in 1954 

was the figh t against school segregation. On May 17 the U. 
S. Supreme Court declared that school segregation violated
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Velde Group Hits Avowed Fascists
On Dec. 17 the House Un-American A ctiv i­

ties Committee listed two organizations on the 
“ lunatic fringe”  o f the American .fascist move­
ment as subversive. The Velde group look 
action against it he avowedly fascist National 
Renaissance Party w ith  headquarters in the 
Yorkville  d istrict o f New York and asked the 
Justice Department to prosecute the group 
under the Smith Act. The "pa rty ”  advocates 
“ the abolition o f parliamentary government” 
and calls fo r deportation o f Puerto Ricans, 
Negroes, Jews and Asians.

The Un-American Activities Committee also 
listed the magazine Common Sense an anti- 
Jewish, anti-Negro smear magazine.

As (the Dec. 18 N. Y. Times says "Issuance 
o f the report . . . marked the first time since 
W orld War II thgt the committee had turned 
its  attention from the Communist menace to 
the ¡possible danger o f subversion from  the 
extreme right.”  W hy did the committee "turn 
its attention”  in that direction at this time?

Undoubtedly the main reason is the attempt 
to placate the labor, Negro and Jewish organ­
izations who are becoming increasingly alarmed 
&t the anti-democratic character o f the com­
mittee’s “ red-hunting activities.”

Also, by these token attacks on fascist 
grouplets the witch-hunting House Un-Amer­
ican Activities Committee seeks to strengthen 
its hand to carry out further attacks against 
democratic liberties. There is nothing new' in 
this device. I t  was explained by the Socialist 
Workers Party National Committee in a reso-

lution on "The Capitalist W itch Hunt”  Feb. 
1950:

“ Even when under pressure, government o f­
ficials pretend to  move against mobsters and 
Ivu Kluxers,”  says the resolution, “ they only 
make theatrical gestures to appease outraged 
public opinion without actually punishing the 
real criminals. For every slight tap the capital­
ist agencies offer the right, they deliver a 
hundred harsh blows against the left. . ,

“  ‘Under conditions o f a capitalist regime,' 
Trotsky once wrote, ‘all curtailment o f poli­
tical rights and freedoms, no matter against 
whom they may be orig inally directed, in the 
end inevitably fa ll w ith all their weight on 
the working class —  especially on its most 
advanced elements.’

"Class-conscious workers should not fa ll into 
the trap o f demanding infringement o f anyone’s 
c iv il rights, including those o f the fascists. A t 
the same time they should recognize the real 
situation and make i t  plain to others. The civ il 
rights o f the fascists is not being threatened; 
the authorities are in league w ith them. They 
are in no danger o f persecution or need of 
defense. They are not the victims but the 
sponsors and beneficiaries o f the current 
repressions.”

The va lid ity  o f the SWP resolution is under­
scored by the fact that the House Committee is 
silent about the main 'body o f American fas­
c is ts  —  the McCarthyites. In fact Velde and 
other McCarthyites ran the House Un-Amer­
ican Activities Committee that issued the 
report against the fascist grouplets.

By Joyce Cowley
The t r ia l  o f  the  “ th r i l l - k i l l ”  

pang came to  a close th is  week. 
Two o f the boys w il l  go to  ja i l  
fo r  life . One was freed fo r  lack 
o f evidence and w i l l  be tr ie d  
la te r on a m anslaugh te r charge 
in  connection w ith  another fa ta l 
beating. The fo u rth , f if te e n  years 
old, turned s ta te ’s evidence and 
w ill be tr ie d  separa te ly. I t ’s 
probable tha t he, too, w i l l  be re ­
leased fo r  lack o f evidence.

The s ta r t l in g  case o f the  fo u r  
B ro o k lyn  boys who k illed  fo r  the 
fu n  o f i t  shocked m any people 
in to  an awareness o f the p ro ­
found cris is  o f young people to ­
day.

M ax L e m e r in the New Y o rk  
Post sums up th is  reaction  when 
he asks: “ A re  the y  lik e  a ll ou r 
young? * . . The fo u r  B roo k lyn  
boys invo lved in  the gang ad­
ventures seem lik e  pe rfec ly  o r­
d in a ry  m iddle-class boys. A nd  
they seem to come fro m  good 
homes, and to have been given 
pa ren ta l love and so lic itude . . . 
Is there a disease ram p an t and 
epidemic in  A m erica  today among 
the young generation —  perhaps 
even beyond the bounds o f A m e r­
ica —  which in fec ts  a l l o f its  
members to  an ex te n t w h ile  i t  
a ffe c ts  some o f them  ca tas tro ­
p h ic a lly ? ”

The t r ia l its e lf  was a legal 
ab su rd ity  w h ich  c e rta in ly  d id  no t

Both the CIO and A FL have launched fu ll- 
scale campaigns against the "righ t to work” 
Jaws enforced in 17 states. These laws ban 
union-shop contracts. They are used by em­
ployers in conjunction w ith the Taft-Hartley 
act to maintain low wages and hellish working 
conditions by preserving the open shop. Both 
CIO and A FL rightly call them the "righ t to 
scab”  laws.

Speaking before the CIO convention on Dec. 
7, Secretary o f Labor James P. Mitchell 
denounced these measures, but President Eisen­
hower promptly denied that M itchell was 
speaking for ‘the administration. In his press 
conference on Dec. 15, Eisenhower straddled 
the issue and declared that he was not prepared 
to  take a stand.

The question is: W hy didn’t Eisenhower 
back his Secretary o f Labor? Why didn’t he 
Speak out against these laws? From a partisan 
Republican point o f view it  was to  bis ad­
vantage to support M itchell since eleven of 
the seventeen states having "righ t to work”  
Jatws are in the South where the Democrats rule 
supreme.

The National Committee o f the Democratic 
Party at its recent meeting said nothing about 
these laws out o f deference to the Southerners. 
W hy d idn ’t Eisenhower try  to  steal 'the Demo­
crats’ thunder by announcing that he would 
introduce amendments to  Taft-H artley that 
would n u llify  "righ t to work”  laws.

One reason is that Big Business wants to 
keep the South a non-union' preserve for all 
employers. The growing trend of runaway 
plants to  open shtolp areas illustrates this. 
The strength o f the entire union movement 
throughout the country is 'impaired by this 
migration.

But there is an important political reason

why Eisenhower doesn’t  want to  weaken the 
union-'busting, white-supremacist Democratic 
South. It is one o f the firmest pillars o f Big 
Business political rule in the U.S. txxlay, 
•precisely because o f the role the Southerners 
play in the Demlocratic Party. That is the 
party to which the labor movement is attached. 
It is the party o f New Deal reform demagog)'. 
The Southern Democrats provide one o f the 
main safety devices for keeping the .Labor- 
Democratic Party coalition safely in  line for 
Big Business.

Some 12 to 15 states have kept down the 
electorate to as lit t le  as six per cent o f the 

’ adult population. The unions exercise v irtua lly  
no influence on their politics. The employers 
and their agents rule w ithout need o f making 
concessions to  the workers.

These states name nearly one-thind ¡of the 
U.S. Senators — a m ajority o f the Democratic 
side o f the Senate. In the 84th Congress their 
representatives w ill control the key committee 
posts in both houses.

Eisenhower, a fa ithfu l W all Street servant, 
knows that although Big Business prefers to 
rule openly through the Republican Party it 
ndw has to adapt itself to a revival o f the 
Labor-Democratic Party coalition. Should the 
labor movement make big headway in the 
South, this would blow up the whole present 
.political structure in the country. By knocking 
down one o f Big Business’ most important 
•political props it would force an entire political 
realignment in the country. The workers and 
farmers would take huge strides forward to­
ward building a political party o f their own.

That is why Eisenhower sets partisan con­
siderations aside and, like the Democratic 
bosses, does nothing to undermine the stability 
o f the Southern Democrats.
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"Thrill-K illers”  of the "Silent”  Generation

Detroit Strikers 
Are Reinstated
Accord ing to  a Dec. 20 A P  

dispatch, 25 o f 27 D e tro it Square 
l)  workers, fired in  las t sum m er’s 
s tr ike , were re insta ted by a rb i­
tra to r, G abrie l A lexander, fo rm e r 
General M otors labo r disputes 
um pire.

Two- s tr ik e rs  were denied re in ­
statem ent, one fo r  “ serious m is­
conduct”  aga inst s trikebreakers, 
the other, a woman, because site 
a lleged ly  “ made a telephone 
th re a t to a n o n s tr ik in g  w o rke r.”  
In  de p riv ing  these w orkers  o f 
th e ir  jobs, A lexander apparently  
assumed the ro le  o f prosecutor, 
judge and ju ry .

The 'Square D  s tr ik e  became a 
na tiona l foca l p o in t o f labo r 
s tru g g le  la s t sum m er when the 
em ployers resorted to  police 
violence and scab-herding.

The in te rven tion  o f the U A W - 
C IO  saved the s tr ik e  from  being 
broken. B u t the re fusa l o f the 
Reutherite  bureauoracy to  g ive 
a ll-ou t aid to  the  Square D 
w o rke r’s union, the independent 
U n ited E lec trica l W orkers, re su lt­
ed in  an un favorable settlem ent.

th ro w  any lig h t  on th is  funda  
m enta l question. Iro n ic a lly , no 
one d u rin g  the  t r ia l  said any­
th in g  about em otional d is tu r­
bances o r character disorders. I t  
was s t r ic t ly  a m a tte r o f  who was 
on the p ie r, a t  w h a t tim e, and 
did anyone see them  there.

A V O ID  M A IN  IS S U E

Both the prosecuting and the 
defense a tto rneys  c a re fu lly  avoid 
ed the  sub ject o f the em otional 
condition o f the  defendants —  
the prosecutor because i t  m ig h t 
provide an. escape fo r  these boys 
the defense law yers because they 
knew  i t  is  v e ry  d i f f ic u lt  to  prove 
lega l insanityv The boys have been 
in  ja i l  since A u g u s t and there 
was p le n ty  o f tim e  fo r  a tho rough  
psych ia tric  study. B u t no p sy ­
ch ia tr ic  re p o rt was o ffe red in  the 
course o f the t r ia l.  The law yers  
were e n tire ly  preoccupied w ith  
m otions and objections and ex­
ceptions.

The defense characterized the  
gang as “ m ischievous boys”  and 
in  a curious d isp lay o f bad taste 
summed up the case w ith  a l i t t le  
poem:

“ F our l i t t le  bad boys o f f  on a 
spree;

One turned s ta te ’s evidence and 
then there were three.

Three l i t t le  bad boys, w hat did 
one do?

The judge said “ N o p roo f,”  and 
then there  were two.

T w o  l i t t le  bad boys in  court 
they m ust s it.

A nd  p ray to  th e ir  ju r y :  please, 
please acquit.”

W h ile  I  believe in  understand­
in g  and leniency fo r  ju ven ile  de­
fendants, i t  seems lik e  the  un ­
dersta tem ent o f the yea r to  de­
scribe  tw o  fa ta l beatings as “ m is­
ch ie f.”  L e g a lly , th is  was consi­
dered a sa fe r course fo r  the  de­
fense than  an honest psych ia tric  
re p o rt on the  m enta l and emo­
tio n a l sta te  o f the boys.

W H A T  N O W ?
The t r ia l  is  over and the  fu tu re  

o f the  fo u r  boys has been de­
cided. The tw o  who have been 
sentenced to  l i fe  im prisonm ent 
obviously have l i t t le  perspective 
o f any k ind  ahead. W h a t about 
the tw o who w i l l  be released ?

There has been no e f fo r t  made 
to  understand th e ir  em otional 
problem s, no steps taken to  see 
th a t th e ir  behavior w i l l  be less 
dangerous to  others and them ­
selves. A  f if te e n  year old boy 
was subjected to  the ordeal o f 
te s t ify in g  against h is companions 
in  order to  save h is own skin . 
I t ’s no t lik e ly  an experience o f 
th is  k ind  w il l  help h im  to  a more

sa tis fa c to ry  “ ad justm ent”  to  so­
c ie ty.

The em pty, le ga lis tic  hand ling  
o f one o f the  m ost sensational 
c rim e cases o f th is  genera tion  
does not seem lik e  a rou tine  o r 
accidental m a tte r to me. I  th in k  
th a t the  judges and law yers  and 
o ff ic ia ls  are te r r if ie d  by these 
monsters th a t the  c o n flic ts  and 
chaos o f our society have p ro ­
duced, and don’t  w ant to acknow l­
edge th e  tru e  h o rro r o f th is  case. 
I ts  easier to close th e ir  eyes, go 
th rough  some k in d  o f legal m um ­
b lin g  and gym nastics, and act as 
i f  no th in g  unusual had happened. 
I t ’s ju s t  a rou tine  m urder.

The rea l problem  is m ore ac­
cu ra te ly  and desperately stated 
by  M ax Le rne r when he says: 
“ L e t th e ir  rebe llion  be against 
parents, aga ins t m ora ls, aga inst 
society even, bu t no t aga inst 
hu m a n ity  its e lf . ”

“ S IL E N T  G E N E R A T IO N ”
A b o u t three - years ago T im e  

Magazine published a  special is ­
sue on you th  w h ich they  called 
“ The S ilen t G eneration.”  Today’s 
young people, the y  said, were 
com plete ly con fo rm is t, conserva­
tiv e  and in v a r ia b ly  upheld the 
sta tus quo. A t  th a t t im e  I  asked 
w hat T im e M agazine was com­
p la in in g  about, since i t  was p a r t 
o f the apparatus w h ich  pushed 
young people in to  th is  con fo rm is t 
pa tte rn . W hy w e ren 't they  satis- 
fed? O r were the y  uneasy? D id  
they fee l th a t the  k ids  had been 
ju s t a l i t t le  too q u ie t and wonder 
where they would break ou t 
nex t?

I  d id  no t an tic ipa te  the  te rr ib le  
answer to  th a t question —  the 
beaten ami to rtu re d  body tossed 
o f f  a B rook lyn  p ie r b y  fo u r  o r­
d ina ry  boys, fo u r  good boys fro m  
good B rook lyn  homes.

The “ silence”  o f a con form ist 
generation is chang ing in to  a 
m e n a c i n g  destructiveness and 
violence. A u th o rit ie s  who defend 
the social in s titu tio n s  o f  ca p ita l­
ism are a fra id  to  look a t th is  
phenomenon o r adm it its  ex is­
tence, since i t  in ev ita b ly  means 
the doom o f the whole system 
tha t they support.

I t  is  the resp on s ib ility  o f those 
o f us who w a n t to  change people 
and change society to  understand 
w ha t is happening to  you th  and 
how th e ir  com pulsion to  m eaning­
less b ru ta li ty  and se lf-destruction  
can be tu rned in to  constructive 
channels. W e m ust show young 
people how we can create a be t­
te r  society and a happ ier life , 
where poss ib ilities  fo r  g row th  
and fu lf il lm e n t w i l l  be. un lim ited  
and there  w i l l  be no need to  tu rn  
to  a m orb id escape in sadism and 
violence.”

W itc li H u n t V ic tim

How Rough and Tough 
Must Red-Catchers Be?

u Made in Germany / /

In an instructive series o f articles running 
currently in the liberal Nation magazine, J. 
Alvarez del Vayo .describes the industrial 
(resurgence o f Germany and its reappearance 
■on the world market as an energetic competitor 
to  the other capitalist powers.

Germany "is  penetrating into the under­
developed areas o f Asia and Latin America” 
w ith  "extraordinary vigor,”  del Vayo declares. 
In Pakistan, India and Thailand, for instance, 
the German industrialists “ are concentrating on 
such basic projects as hydroelectric and irriga­
tion  dams, steel .plants, bridges, roads, and the 
supplying o f heavy and light machinery.”

In South America, they are “ seeking to 
capitalize on the widespread anti-United States 
feeling which has grown out of this country’s 
‘ dumping’ tactics and general reluctance to-buy 
Latin America goods.”

Discussions are underway on how German 
goods can be pushed into France’s African 
possessions and also those o f Belgium.

In  Europe, German trade has made spec­
tacular gains in France, Ita ly, Spain and even 
England. Not even the United States market 
has proved immune to  the flood o f German 
products.

As an example o f what the Germans offer 
del Vayo cites automobiles. “ The Volkswagen 
sells in Finland for $400: what American or 
European small-car manufacturer can beat that 
pricer”

A Havana distributor for the Packard Motor 
Car Company "since 1913 gave up the fran­
chise in  order to  handle the small German 
Volkswagen.”  He is reported to  have explained,

" I  can see nothing but a Volkswagen in the 
Cuban ¡motorists future.”

What has enabled the German cartels to 
make this impressive industrial comeback? The 
answer is that they were protected a f the end of 
World War I I  and nursed back to lusty health 
by W all Street. The aim of course was to 
provide a profitable field fo r investment of 
American dollars and to  build up imperialist 
Germany as a ,powerful a lly  in the projected 
war against the Soviet bloc. Under this policy 
the A llied occupation forces, among whom 
Washington’s voice was decisive, saved the 
Nazis from  the wrath o f the German, people, 
ba rred German labor from moving toward gov­
ernment power and kept wages clown in order 
to keep profits high.

The German capitalists enjoyed another ad­
vantage. Freed from the burden o f supporting 
an enormous m ilita ry  machine, they were able 
to keep costs down and to  plow a high per­
centage o f their profits back into plant ex­
pansion. Thus the German industrial machine 
reappears, stream-lined and ultra modern. The 
time is rap id ly nearing when it  earn be con­
verted into a .poiwerful base for the rearma­
ment demanded by W all Street.

As competition stiffens among the capitalist 
powers can there be any doubt that the Ger­
man imperialists w ill once again cast hungry 
looks a t the vast potential market and field of 
exploitation offered by the Soviet bloc? In this 
they w ill see eye to eye with their W all Street 
patrons and benefactors who have been 
methodically preparing to crush every force in 
the world that appears to offer a threat to  the 
system that .puts profits above all other con. 
sidérations.

By Patricia Stall
W hen is a w itch  hun te r safe 

from  being w itch -hunted? How 
much must one do to  prove th a t 
he’s the roughest, toughest Red- 
Catcher o f them a ll?

Take the case o f D r. D avid  D. 
H enry , fo rm e r president o f De­
t r o i t ’s W ayne U n iv e rs ity  w h ile  
he was be ing considered fo r  the 
presidency o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f 
I llin o is , m embers o f the board o f 
th a t u n iv e rs ity  and various p o li­
tic ians in  I ll in o is  were th ro w n  
in to  a quandry when • they re- 
ceived anonymous le tte rs  cha rg ­
in g  th a t H e n ry  was an u n f it  
candidate fo r  the  post because 
when he was pres ident o f W ayne 
he “ coddled Com m unists on the 
campus,”

The I llin o is  o ff ic ia ls  se t about: 
in ve s tig a tin g  H e n ry , whereuponj 
he w ith d re w  h  i  s candidacy, 
“ T h is ,”  he charged, “ has de­
generated in to  a process o f pub­
lic  review , rep u d ia tin g  pro fes­
sional eth ics.”  B u t fo llo w in g  a 
series o f apologies and m eetings, 
D r. H enry  agreed to  become 
president o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
I ll l in o is  a fte r  a ll.

F IN E  S E N T IM E N T  
The Board o f Education, Hen­

r y ’s fo rm e r associates, a t W ayne 
and D e tro it  newspapers were 
qu ite  in d ig n a n t about th is  “ v i ­
cious a tta ck  on the  cha racte r o f 
a m an . . ,  in  such an U n -A m e r­
ican m anner as to  be fr ig h te n ­
ing .”  In  an ed ito ria l the  D e tro it  
Free Press declared:

“ I f  th is  so rt o f th in g  is  al 
lowed to  continue, i f  whispered 
evidence, anonymous charges and 
secret witnesses are accepted a t 
face value, then ne ithe r you r 
own rep u ta tio n  no r any o the r 
man’s is secure in  the  U n ited  
States.”

Three cheers to  th a t sta tem ent!
B u t w h y  isn ’t  such a  f in e  sen­

tim e n t p u t to  w o rk  when news­
papers re p o rt “ fac ts ”  about labo r 
disputes? W hy  did  every paper 
in  D e tro it  h u r l the accusation 
“ Red-inspired s tr ik e ”  a t  the 
Square D  w orkers  when the 
s lig h te s t inves tiga tion  w o u l d  
have proven the sim ple fa c t  th a t 
the Square D  w orkers were 
f ig h t in g  to  keep th e ir  un ion, no t 
t r y in g  to  take  over th e  coun try  
fo r  Moscow?

The Boai'd o f E ducation is ca ll­
in g  in : the police, the U.S. Postal 
Inspection and anyone a t a ll who 
can he lp them  tra c k  down the 
poison-pen w r ite rs  w ho “ sought 
to destroy the  good nam e o f D r. 
D av id  D> H e n ry .”  F ine. B u t w hy  
d idn ’t  they w o rry  about the  good 
names o f a ll the teachers the y  
dismissed on the  grounds th a t 
they were “ subversives”  o r th a t 
they “ coddled C om m unist ideas?”

R E A L  C R IM IN A L S
The D e tro it  newspapers, the 

members o f the Board o f E du­
cation and the lead ing adm in is­
tra to rs  o f  W ayne U n iv e rs ity  are 
the  rea l c rim ina ls  in  th is  case. 
T h e ir use o f red -ba iting , th e ir  
sw ay ing  before the wave o f M c- 
C arthy ism  and w itc h  - hu n tin g , 
th e ir  re fusa l to  revea l the  rea l 
fac ts , th e ir  s t i f l in g  o f fre e  and 
open discussion helped create the 
atm osphere in  w h ich  anonymous 
accusers flo u ris h .

D r. H e n ry , we a re  to ld , “ b u ilt  
W ayne fro m  a sm all <c ity  col­
lege,’ w ith  on ly  about 6,000 s tu ­
dents and a ha nd fu l o f  m ake­
s h if t  bu ild ings, in to  a school w ith  
17,500 students and modern b u ild ­
ings.”  B u t those who are fa m il ia r  
w ith  th e  u n iv e rs ity  can te s t ify  
every new b u ild in g  th a t was 
erected m eant some dem ocratic 
r ig h t  was demolished. The sta te  
leg is la tu re  gave m ore and more 
money fo r  b igge r and be tte r fa ­
c ilit ie s  bu t the re  were s tr ing s  
attached —  s tr in g s  which D r. 
H e n ry  accepted and used to  
s trang le  p o lit ic a l a c tiv ity  and 
free  in q u iry  on the  campus.

The atm osphere in  the u n ive r­
s ity  has changed so th a t today 
teachers are a fra id  to openly d is ­
miss social and economic solu­
tions ob je c tive ly  —  too m any 
in s tru c to rs  have been f ire d  fo r  
d a rin g  to  teach the. t ru th  as they  
saw it* S tudents a re  forb idden 
to  lea rn  abou t the  rea l w o rld  
s itu a tio n  and the S oc ia lis t ans­
w ers to w o rld  problem s. One o f 
the m ost p ro m is in g  developments 
fo r  th e  in te lle c tua l l i fe  o f the 
campus in  m any years, the  fo r ­
m ation o f a S ocia lis t C lub, is 
under severe a t t a #  b y  u n ive r­
s ity  au tho rities .

A l l  th is , D r. H e n ry  helped 
b r in g  about w h ile  p res iden t o f 
W ayne. S ym bo lica lly , one o f his

la s t acts before leav ing  the u n i­
v e rs ity  was to suspend a student 
who refused to  te s t ify  before a 
House U n - A m erican A c tiv it ie s  
Com m ittee hearing .

W hen D r. H e n ry  became the 
ta rg e t o f anonymous accusations 
o f “ red codd ling”  he experienced 
the same fa te  as the  Dem ocratic 
libe ra ls  who in it ia te d  the whole 
w itc h  h u n t under T rum an —  and 
then became the ob ject o f M c­
C a rth y ’s red smear themselves. 
D r. H e n ry ’s self-defense had the 
same character as the se lf-de­
fense o f the  Dem ocratic libera ls . 
I t  is  no t d irected aga inst the 
w itch  hunt, bu t m ere ly against 
the “ excess”  o f w itch  hu n tin g  
“ one o f the boys”  —  a f i r s t  class 
w itch  hun te r h im se lf.

Paul Ault, 43, Bethlehem Steel worker at Williamsport, Pa., 
is ejected by guard from Senate investigations subcommittee 
hearing in Washington. When an undercover FB I agent alleged 
he was a Communist Party member. Ault shouted: “You’re try­
ing to take the food out of my children’s mouths. You’re trying 
to take my job away from me. No decent workingman will ever 
talk to you again, you lying stoolpigeon. . Sen. Potter 
(It-M ich.), who presided at hearing, demanded that Ault be 
fired and Bethelehem Steel obliged.

W orld  Events
IN  CYPR US B R IT IS H  SO L­

D IE R S  F IR E D  on crowds dem­
o n s tra tin g  aga inst the  U n ited  
N a tions General A ssem bly’s de­
cision on Dec. 16 th a t shelved 
Greek demand th a t the  is land be 
g ran ted  the r ig h t  o f se lf-de te r­
mination.. The C h ris tian  Science 
M on ito r reported th a t both r ig h t-  
and le ft-w in g  organizaions ca ll­
ed fo r  24-hour p ro tes t strikes. 
A n t i - B r it is h  and a n ti -  A m e r­
ican dem onstrations were held 
th rou gh ou t Cyprus. Students in  
•Nicosia (C yp rus cap ita l) ba ttled  
steel-helm eted police, stoned B r i t ­
ish A rm y  o ffice rs , to re  down the 
U n ion  Jack, and damaged B r i t ­
ish governm ent bu ild ings.

In  o ther actions the  student 
dem onstra tors “ freed ”  G r e e k  
school g ir ls  who had been locked 
in by  th e ir  teachers.

. . .  ILA Contract
(Continued from  page 1)

w oi’k. (But the dockers see these in  
th e ir  tru e  l ig h t  as lega l re flec ­
tions o f th e ir  own day-to-day 
pressure and s trugg le .

T he  un ion leadership occupies 
the position  o f a rb ite rs  between 
the ranks o f the  w o rk in g  lo ng ­
shoremen and the sh ipp ing  boss­
es. The la tte r  have made th e ir  
p rin c ip a l demand the inc lus ion 
o f a tw o -ye a r no -s tr ike  clause. 
The un ion leaders are seeking 
enough concessions to  enable 
them  to  sell some k in d  o f no­
s tr ik e  clause to  the  membership. 
M eanwhile loom ing  over the  ne­
g o tia tin g  tab le and lo ok in g  over 
th e ir  shoulders is  the ra n k  and 
f i le  longshorem an w ith  the pow­
e r fu l s tr ik e  weapon in  h is  hands.

Regardless o f w h a t fo rm u la  
the un ion leadership comes up 
w ith  i t  is  c lear the y  are go ing 
to  have a hard  tim e  p o lic ing  and 
“ d isc ip lin in g ”  the  ranks.

A  core o f ba ttle-hardened m il­
ita n ts  on the New Y o rk  docks 
have in troduced a new fa c to r 
there. They are shaping th e ir  
un ion and th e ir  conditions o f 
w o rk  m ore to  the lik in g  o f the 
un ion ranks. The day has come 
when the New Y o rk  longshore­
man can hold up h is  head w ith  
the d ig n ity  and independence th a t 
c o m e s  fro m  consciousness o f 
s treng th .

fo r  such fa u lts  as “ a u th o rita r ia n  
methods o f  d irec tion , inc lud ing  
personal d irec tion .”  T he  three 
ousted leaders w ere removed from  
the P o litbu ro , b u t rem a in  on the 
25-man C entra l Com m ittee. They 
were replaced by th ree  l i t f le  
known f ig u re s  —  Rene Beelen, 
E rnes t B urne lle  and G erard van 
M oerkerke.

*  *  *

E X P LO S IO N S  R O CKED T V  
N IS IA  in  seven w ide ly  separated 
po in ts  and were aim ed a t the 
homes o f Tunis ians be longing to  
the neo-Destour p a rty . The ned- 
Destour leaders recen tly  conclud­
ed a deal w ith  F rench im p e ria l­
ism w h ich  would g ra n t T un is ia  
concessions some tim e in  the fu ­
tu re  i f  the Tun is ians would sur­
render th e ir  arm s now.

P L A N S  FOR A  F O R E IG N  
LE G IO N  w ith in  the new German 
a rm y, made up o f East European 
fasc is t groups th a t fo u g h t on 
H it le r ’s side in  W orld  W a r I I ,  
were revealed by A lb io n  Ross in  
a Dec. 16 dispatch to  the N .Y . 
T imes. These groups believe 
“ they have pow erfu l a llie s  in  
the U n ited  States who, they as­
sert, fee l th a t  Communism is and 
was m ore the  rea l enemy than 
fascism .”  The ch ie f Sudeten Ger­
man organ, Volksbote, ca rried  a 
f ro n t  page open le tte r  to  Sen. 
M cC arthy  asking- h im  to  come 
over and clean up the  A m erican 
household in  Germ any. I t  is  now 
ru n n in g  a w eekly series on “ O ur 
F riends in  A m erica ,”  aimed a t 
r ig h t-w in g  Congressmen. “ H ow ­
ever,’’ says Ross, ‘ ‘the breach be­
tween the Eisenhower ad m in is tra ­
t io n  and the  man whom these 
people regard  as th e ir  fr ie n d  
lias called a h a lt  fo r  the  m om ent 
to  the fu r th e r  developm ent”  o f 
the  planned legion.

*  *  »

IN  A L G E R IA , an A rm y  o f L ib ­
e ra tion , f ig h t in g  fo r  the  coun­
t r y ’s 1 independence fro m  French 
im p e ria lis t ru le , is  op e ra ting  in 
the  Aures m ounta ins. A lthough  
French troops have been re-en- 
forced w ith  u n its  fro m  Indo­
china, m il i ta ry  operations are ex­
pected “ to  be long and arduous”  
according to  a d ispatch fro m  
M ichael C la rk  in  the  Dec. 19 
N .Y . T im es. The M ovem ent fo r  
the T rium p h  o f Dem ocratic L ib e r­
ties  —  p rin c ip a l A lg e ria n  N a tio n ­
a lis t o rgan iza tion  —  r e c e n t l y  
sp lit. “ The ran k  and f i le , ”  says 
C la rk , “ appears to have rem a in ­
ed ra th e r so lid ly  behind M. Mes- 
sa li”  (M essa li H a d j) , who re ­
m ains fa ith fu l to  a revo lu tiona ry  
p rogram  o f im m edia te indepen­
dence.

*  *  *

A  P U R G E  OF TOP B E L G IA N  
C O M M U N IS T  P A R T Y  l e a d e r s  
was revealed in  a Dec. 14 A s ­
sociated Press dispatch. E dgar 
La lm and, S ecre tary General and 
p a r ty  boss fo r  the la s t 11 years, 
was replaced by  a three-m an 
“ N a tion a l S ecre ta ria t.”  J e a n  
T re fve , second in  command, and 
Jean Borrem ans also were de­
posed fro m  h igh  p a r ty  posts. 
F o llo w in g  S ta lin is t custom, L a l­
mand accused the p a r ty  leader- j 
ship o f p o lit ic a l e rro rs  and “ en­
th u s ia s tic a lly  c ritic ize d  h im s e lf”

D IV O R C E  IN  A R G E N T IN A
has been legalized fo r  the  f i r s t  
tim e  in  th a t cou n try  by  action 
o f the Peronista P a rlia m e n t 
aga inst b it te r  opposition o f  the  
Roman C atholic Church. T h is  fo l­
lows an increased d rive  by  the 
governm ent to  e lim ina te  o ff ic ia l 
Roman C atho lic  Church con tro l 
o f re lig ious  education in  the pub­
lic  schools and the passage o f a 
law  rem oving  the s tigm a  o f “ i l ­
le g itim a te ”  fro m  ch ild ren born 
ou t o f wedlock.

P O LIC E  H U N G E R -S T R IK E R S
have been seeking h igh e r pay a ll 
over Ind ia . New D e lh i a u tho ritie s  
have refused any increases in  
wagds w h ich  now am ount to  $16 
to $20 per m on th  p lus food a l­
lowances. In d ia n  A rm y  troops 
were called ou t to  break the  
s trikes.

* *  *

M A R S H A L L  T IT O  O F Y U -
G O SLAVJA, now in New Delh i, 
Ind ia , on a state v is i t  to  P rim e  
M in is te r Jaw ah arla l N ehru , spoke 
to a  combined session o f the tw o  
houses o f the In d ia n  P a rliam e n t 
on Dec. 21. T ito  said he was 
“ convinced the Soviet U n ion ’s 
new fr ie n d ly  gestures tow a rd  h is 
coun try  had no t come about be­
cause the  Russians had seen th a t 
th e ir  charges aga ins t Y ugoslav ia  
were fa lse .”  These gestures, he 
said, were made b y  the USSR as 
“ a  consequence o f  the  change in  
the fie ld  o f domestic and fo re ig n  
po licy ,”  according to  the  Dec. 22 
N . Y . T im es. M a rsh a ll T ito  said 
he believed th a t lie  and N ehru  
were o f lik e  m ind  on the  im  
portance o f “ coexistence.”
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The Negro Struggle
— - By John Thayer ----------------------------

New Orleans Story
Another glimpse has been afforded the public 

o f 'the 'brutality which is the standard operating 
procedure in police stations in the U.S. This 
time the revelations are about the New Orleans 
.police. A Special Citizens Investigating Com­
mittee completed its probe and wrote a 
gruesome report. I t  was issued to the three 
daily newspapers in New Orleans which printed 
excerpts. However, c ity  authorities have re­
fused copies o f the 1,900 page report to the 
Negro press. Thus we have to be content with 
the following excerpts from New Orleans papers 
reprinted by the Dec. 18 Pittsburgh Courier:

“ It was alleged that members of the detective 
bureau consider brutality a standard procedure, 
especially, but not exclusively, in the handling 
o f Negroes. i

"Customary forms of bru ta lity  practiced 
by many members o f the New Orleans police 
department allegedly included the use o f fists 
on tra ffic  violators who argue with them; 
¡forointg Negroes to  put wads of paper in the 
toilet and then in their mouths; threatening to 
murder prisoners in an effort to force con­
fessions; the raping of women prisoners.”  One 
of the excerpts printed by the New Orleans 
papers was that a white woman prisoner had 
been raped by 15 police officers.

The Negro press is interested in getting hold 
o f the fu ll report because at present several 
young Negro men, are in the New Orleans 
death house.

Possible furtlier light on New Orleans police 
methods was furnished by the dramatic case 
of 26-year old Alton Poret who awaits death 
on a rape conviction. This young Negro’s case 
was to ta lly  unknown until Dec. 2 when the 
follqwing advertisement appeared in the want 
ad section of the Los Angeles News; “ D E A T II 
SENTENCE. Young colored boy, ex-L. A. 
resident. I am sentenced to die in the electric 
chair for a crime I d id not commit. M y time

to go to the electric chair is near. I have no 
funds to  fight for my life. W ithout funds 1 am 
doomed. 1 swear 1 am not guilty. Won’t 
someone please help me? Any help you may 
give to save my life w ill always be remembered. 
A lton Cliflton Poret, Parrish Prison, New 
Orleans, La.”

A businessman was moved by the ad and 
wired Poret that he could help w ith legal aid 
if a true detailed account o f the case warrant­
ed it. Before he received an answer from New 
Orleans, However, he received a warning from 
the Los Angeles Ku Kluxers in the form at a 
fiery cross on his front lawn.

Poret wrote that he had been in prison in 
Tennessee on a gambling charge and that upon 
his release was turned over to  the New Orleans 
police and charged with having raped a white 
woman two years previously. He said the first 
time he saw the woman involved was when she 
took the witness stand at his tr ia l: “ 'No one 
ever picked me out of any kind of a line-up 
or identified me in any way." The woman 
testified that she had identified him by the 
“ light o f the moon,” but Poret adds the 
weather reports show that the night of the 
crime was one o f the foggiest on record in New 
Orleans.

Poret added that this woman had apparently 
relented recently. She had called the police and 
district attorney about her identification of 
Poret but had been told the case was out of 
their and her hands now. Thereupon she called 
Poret’s mother and revealed that she had made 
the identification from photographs shown her 
by the police but had been "coached”  in doing 
so.

Nonetheless Poret is in the shadow of the 
electric chair. Several other young Negro men 
in the same prison who claim confessions were 
tortured out of them by the New Orleans police 
also arc awaiting execution.

No Problems, He Says!
------------------------------  By Roy G a l e ------------------------------

In the Sunday, Dec. 19, N. Y. Times, 
the tiny  republic of El Salvador was described 
by Paul P. Kennedy as the only Central 
American Country "w ithout any immediate 
problems.”

A Central American Country without any 
problems would be very unique. As a seaman 
l visited Central America many times and 
could never find any country there without 
any serious problems, at least as far as the 
workers were concerned. I would be w illing 
to. .be* that the workers in El Salvador would 
give Kennedy an argument about their prob­
lems. When workers go around in rags, live 
in houses w ith d ir t floors and don't have 
enough to eat they have problems.

The grinding poverty and the ruling-class 
fear o f revolt is manifested bv the system of 
internal passports needed by anyone traveling 
inside the country. One week end, when our 
ship was loading coffee at La Union, one of the 
•principal ports, four of my shipmates and 1 
decided to visit the capital city, San Salvador. 
We found that we would have to get permission 
from the police to make the trip. A t first we 
thought this was because we were foreigners, 
but in conversations with the driver who took 
us to the capital, we found that these passes 
were required from everyone who wished to 
travel from one section to another.

Questions about the barbed wire fences 
around La Union were also answered by the 
driver: the authorities use this method to keep, 
the workers separated and stymie any move 
toward organization for better working condi­
tions.

Kennedy, in  his dispatch to the N. Y. 1 imes, 
describes El Salvador as a country of relatively

high prices. 1 can testify to his accuracy on this 
point. When 1 was ashore there I found that 
fru it cost about the same as in the U.S. Beer, 
it hat staple commodity of all seamen in foreign 
ports, cost us 40 cents American for a small 
bottle. When Kennedy states that high prices 
are a common complaint o f labor there 1 can 
well believe it. Wages are equivalent to $1.50 
to $2.00 per day in the coffee-picking season 
and 40 to 60 cents a day in the o ff season.

El Salvador's economy is so closely tied to 
coffee that any fluctuations in the world mar­
ket price are quickly registered in prosperity 
or depression. The 1954 crop is expected to 
bring about $100,000,000 as against the $80.- 
000.000 last year. This is called “ prosperity” 
and has strengthened the -administration of 
President Oscar Osorio, who governs for the 
planters. “ The one serious shadow,” says Ken­
nedy, “ is in relation to labor, which feels that 
its income is not keeping up w ith the pace of 
profits.”

Glass relations are sharply drawn with the 
workers and peasants making up the majority 
o f the population. The coffee, cocoa, and cbtton 
planters, although in a tin y  m inority, exert 
tyrannical power. Every administration must 
bow to their twill.

The nearly forty labor unions in the country 
are stymied by restrictive anti-labor legislation. 
The “ prosperity”  that Kennedy talks about is 
confined to the planters and foreign investment 
capital. The workers and peasants, whose 
sweat, blood and tears, make possible any 
"prosperity”  still live in degrading poverty.

And let me tel) you, Mr. Kennedy, poverty 
may not make newspaper headlines, but i t ’s 
a big “ immediate problem”  for those who 
suffer from it.

Notes fro I I the News
T H E  E M E R G E N C Y  C IV IL  L IB E R T IE S  COM ­

M IT T E E  a t a m eeting o f its  N a tiona l Council 
in  New Y o rk , Dec. 16, adopted a po licy o f " o f ­
fe r in g  free  lega l service to  selected cases w h ich 
m ig h t check the m ost f la g ra n t  v io la tio ns  o f the  
B il l  o f R igh ts .”  The N a tion a l Council elected 
H a rvey  O’Connor, cha irm an; Corliss Lam ont, 
v ice -cha irm an ; E dgar S tillm a n , J r .,  secre ta ry- 
tre a su re r; and Leonard B. Boudin, general 
counsel.

*  *  *

T A X E S  A N D  S T R IK E  B R E A K IN G . W a lte r 
Reuther, CIO  president, recen tly  called fo r  a 
rev is ion  o f present corpora tion  ta x  laws. Com­
panies can now deduct _a loss su ffe red  in  any 
one yea r due to  s trikes  fro m  the taxes they 
pa id in  'the la s t tw o years. O r they can eaiT.v the 
S trike  loss fo rw a rd  fo r  f iv e  years. R euther’s 
p lan Would deny th is  k ind  o f ta x  re l ie f  to  com­
panies th a t refuse to a rb itra te  union demands. 
He cites the K oh le r Co. in  W isconsin, where 
the  U A W -C IO  has been on s tr ik e  fo r  e igh t 
m onths, as a typ ica l exam ple o f a company 
w h ich  refuses to a rb itra te  because o f the huge 
ta x  savings possible under the present law. 
“ W h a t i t  am ounts to  is th a t the  taxpaye r is 
f in a n c in g  s tr ik e  b reak ing ,”  R euther said.

*  *  *

USE OF O PEN SHOP S O U TH  fa ile d  to  break 
th e  s tr ik e  o f K r a f t  Foods Co. w orkers, A F L  
D a iry  Em ployees’ U nion, Local 754, in  Chicago. 
A f te r  a fou r-w eek s tr ik e  the  union won a sub­
s ta n tia l v ic to ry . D u rin g  the s tr ik e  m anagem ent 
sw itched production  to  non-union p lan ts  a t De­
ca tu r, Ga., and G arland, Texas, m oving equip­
m ent ¡from Chicago to  those p lan ts. Under the 
con trac t ju s t  negotiated the  em ployers agreed 
to re tu rn  to  fu l l  p roduction  a t the Chicago p la n t 
and re tu rn  a ll equipm ent. Thus the 1,300 w o rk ­
ers  w i l l  re tu rn  to  w o rk  hav ing  won a 17 cents 
an h o u r w age increase, hea lth , w e lfa re  and pen­

sion benefits, the r ig h t  to  refuse to  load o r un ­
load “ u n fa ir ”  vehicles, and re lie f fro m  speed­
up. iSpeed-up was one o f the issues th a t trigge red  
the s tr ik e  on Nov. 11.

*  *  *

“ A S IG N IF IC A N T  N U M B E R  O F E M P LO Y E S ”
don’t  believe in  the ob jectives o f management, 
com plained C lif fo rd  F. Hood, pres ident o f the 
U . S. Steel Corp. Tie blamed “ an incessant, often 
dishonest ba rrag e  o f propaganda”  on belvalf o f 
socialism , reported the  W a ll S tree t Journa l.

#  +  *

A R O M A N  C A T H O L IC  P R IE S T , Rev. Jerome 
A . D ro le t, pastor o f the St. Charles Catholic- 
Church in  Thibodaux, Lou is iana, received the 
David L- Clendenin A w a rd  fo r  D istingu ished 
Service to La bo r’s R igh ts  fo r  1954, an annual 
aw ard given by the W orke rs  Defense League. 
F a th e r D ro le t was honored fo r  “ his m il ita n t  
support o f 3,000 sugar cane fie ld  w orkers, mem­
bers o f the N a tiona l A g r ic u ltu ra l W orkers 
(A F L ) ,  in  th e ir  ha rd -fo u g h t s tr ik e  fo r  union 
recogn ition , a l iv in g  wage, and decent w o rk ing  
conditions.”

*  * *
“ F U L L -T IM E  E A T IN G ”  was upheld in a de­

cision handed down by Charles R u b in o ff, referee 
fo r  the  M ich igan  E m ploym ent S ecu rity  Com­
mission. The G rea t Lakes B ow ling  Centre had 
contested p in -se tte r N orm an 0 . Rhodes’ c la im  
fo r  unem ploym ent bene fits  on the grounds th a t 
he had fa ile d  to  accept “ less than f u l l  tim e 
w o rk ”  d u rin g  the sum m er m onths a t the end 
o f the bo w ling  season. “ Those who in th e ir  
chaste aloofness argue th a t p a rt- t im e  w ork , 
which m ust be perfo rm ed w ith o u t the prospect 
o f a m in im um  wage, fo rg e t the a rb it ra ry  fa c t 
th a t man m ust have v is ib le  means o f support 
to go on w ith  the business o f liv in g ,”  R u b in o ff 
said. He addfed th a t a m an w i l l  be fe t te r  o f f  
w ith  fu ll- t im e  ea ting  than p a rt- t im e  eating .
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Democrats Cook Up P lans

Paul M. B u tle r ( r ig h t ) ,  new chairm an o f the Dem ocratic 
na tiona l com m ittee, is shown w ith  New Y ork  Gov.-elect A vere ll 
lla r r im a n  ( le f t )  and fo rm er Pres. T rum an a fte r  a conference 
in Kansas C ity . The pa rtic ip an ts  announced th a t they discussed 
chances fo r  cap tu rin g  the W hite  House in  1956. They did not 
say w hat cam paign promises they in tend to  make to  keep the 
labor vote corra lled w ith  the Dem ocratic donkey.

Detainees Still 
Kept in Prison

Despite phoney statem ents by D epartm ent o f Justice 
o ffic ia ls  th a t its  policy has been reversed, detainees are 
s t il l trea ted as c rim ina ls  and held in  prisons. The im ­
prison ing  o f a lien detainees w ith ­
out t r ia l  began a f te r  the c losing 
o f E ll is  Is land. A  p ro test move­
ment s tarted  by Pearl Buck was 
taken up by such conservative 
voices as th a t o f the New  Y o rk  
T im es and Republican A tto rn e y  
G eneral-elect o f New Y o rk , J. K. 
Jav its .

Em barrassed by the attacks on 
its  po licy o f im p rison in g  people 
who have not been convicted o f 
any crim e o r m isdemeanor as 
w e ll as by con tinu ing reve la tions 
o f inhum ane tre a tm e n t o f the 
detainees in the ja ils , the D epa rt­
m ent o f Justice tr ie d  to fake its  
w ay ou t o f the s itua tion . Im ­
m ig ra tio n  Service headquarters 
in  W ash ing ton on Dec. 9 an­
nounced th a t d is tr ic t  d irectors

“BuyStudebaker” 
Or Else! NLRB 
Ruling Indicates

In  a Dec. 14 ru ling , the N a ­
tiona l Labor Relations Board d is­
missed a case b rough t by 19 
workers against Studebaker cor­
poration and the CIO  U nited 
A u to  W orkers. These workers 
said they were la id o f f  fo r  buying 
new cars o ther than Studebakers. 
They charged tha t the company 
po licy, supported by the union, 
demands tha t w orkers purchase 
the company product o r else lose 
th e ir  jobs fo r  “ d is lo y a lty ."
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had been ordered “ under no c ir ­
cumstances”  to keep detainees in  
prisons b u t ra th e r to  lodge them 
in hotels. In  New Y o rk  i t  was 
announced w ith  g re a t fa n fa re  
th a t detainees had been moved 
to an inexpensive hotel. Then i t  
came ou t th a t on ly a sm all group 
had been taken ou t o f prison. 
Now the New Y ork  D is tr ic t D i­
rec to r o f Im m ig ra tio n  reveals 
th a t he has no t ye t received 
those publicized in s tru c tion s  from  
W ashing ton and th a t the po licy 
rem ains the same as before.

A  N .Y . T im es ed ito ria l o f Dec. 
16 concludes: . . th in gs  have
now come to such a pass tha t 
A tto rne y  General B row nell, who 
has fin a l resp on s ib ility  fo r  the 
Im m ig ra tio n  Service, should h im ­
self issue an order p ro h ib it in g  
f u r t h e r  im prisonm ent o f de­
tainees. He should also make 
sure tha t his d is tr ic t d irectors 
receive the o rder and th a t they 
act on i t  fo r th w ith .”

U. 'S. treatm ent, o f detainees 
has received a tten tion  in the E u­
ropean press. In  its  issue o f Dec. 
16 the fam ous M anchester G uar­
dian candes an account o f N .Y. 
Governor-e lect H a rr im a n ’s a ttack 
on the M cC arran Im m ig ra tio n  
A c t and the im prisonm ent o f de­
tainees. I t  speculates th a t the 
E isenhower ad m in is tra tio n  go t 
advance knowledge o f H a m ­
mam’« speech and h a s tily  an­
nounced the end o f th is  po licy 
a fe w  hours before H a rrim an  
spoke. In  any case the prom ise 
has n o t been kept.

N.Y. State CIO Insists 
Harriman Keep Pledges

By Carl Goodman
N E W  Y O R K .— Louis H o lland ­

er, president o f the state CIO, 
which numbers 700,000 members 
demanded on Dec. 15 th a t Gov­
ernor-e lect Aver,ell H a rrim a n  act 
s w if t ly  to  im plem ent his cam­
paign promises.

H o llander demanded th a t H a r­
rim a n  push fo r  m ore lib e ra l un ­
em ploym ent and w orkm en’s com­
pensation program s, and also de­
manded th a t he enact a s ta te­
wide m in im um  wage law  o f $1.25 
per hour. The C IO  hopes th a t 
such a state law  would, i f  pas­
sed, become a ya rd s tick  fo r  a 
new na tiona l m in im um  wage law .

The demand was delivered in 
a “ ta r t  tone,”  according to the 
Dec. 16 N . Y . T im es. “ We in tend 
to g ive ou r f u l l  support to M r. 
H a rrim a n  as long as he is tru e  
to the prom ises on w h ich  he was 
elected,”  H o llande r to ld  a meet­
in g  o f 800 shop chairm en o f the 
CIO  Am algam ated C l o t h i n g  
W orkers.

“ We are not bound to any po­
li t ic a l p a rty . We are not in te re s t­
ed in  patronage. O ur sole con­
cern is w ith  program , and we 
sha ll no t hesita te  to  a tta ck  the 
G overnor i f  we f in d  h im  side­
tra c k in g  th ings  the people o f th is  
s tate need.”

H o llander’s tough speech was 
in  line  w ith  M ike Q u ill’s rem arks 
a t the  recen tly  held CIO  Con­
vention. Q u ill urged th a t the CIO 
fo llo w  a more independent p o l­
icy tow a rd  the Dem ocratic P a rty . 
He advocated th a t labo r should 
bu ild  its  own p a rty  in  a num ber 
o f states, not in  o rder to  run 
candidates o f its  own, b u t to 
place g re a te r pressure upon the 
Democrats.

A N G R Y  A T  DEM O  BOSSES
In  N. Y ., the  CIO  is s t i l l  sore 

at the Dem ocratic P a rty  bosses 
fo r  hav ing  turned down F ra n k lin  
D. Roosevelt J r. as candidate fo r  
governor in la s t Novem ber’s elec­
tion  cam paign and hav ing  made 
H a rr im a n  the standard bearer 
instead. O f course, the labo r 
bureaucrats swallowed H a rrim an  
and cam paigned fo r  h im , but 
they are s t i l l  s m a rtin g  over the 
fa c t th a t they have no voice in  
the Dem ocratic P a r ty  councils.

A t the same tim e  they refuse 
to launch a Labor P a rty  runn ing  
its  own candidates in opposition 
to the Republicans and Democrats 
H o llander in  h is  speech speci­
f ic a lly  rejected the notion. “ W hen 
labo r is r ip e  fo r  independent po l­
it ic a l action ,”  he said. “ I t  w i l l  
no t be a th ird  p a rty . I t  w il l be 
the f i r s t  p a rty .”

“ The reason th ird  parties have 
fa ile d  is th a t the y  were the 
b ra in ch ild ren  o f a few  se lf- 
anointed leaders and n o t a le g it­
im ate expression o f the  desires 
o f the people. I refuse to iso la te  
m yse lf fro m  the masses and jo in  
in a po litica l ghetto  by m oving 
tow ard  a th ird  p a rty  now.”

H o llander thus excused his own 
fa ilu re  to  advocate a Labor P ar­
ty  by po in tin g  to the  lack  o f 
readiness fo r  such a move among 
the “ masses.”  He conceals the 
fa c t th a t since the  th ir t ie s  the

“ masses”  have on a num ber o f 
occasions shown readiness to 
break w ith  the Dem ocrats in 
fa v o r o f independent labo r po­
lit ic a l action. B u t each tim e , the 
labor leaders “ iso lated”  them ­
selves fro m  th is  sen tim ent and 
prevented the b u ild in g  o f a Labor 
P a rty .

The labor bureaucrats never 
once d u rin g  those years cam ­
paigned fo r  the p rinc ip le  tha t 
w o rk in g  people must wage a class 
s tru g g le  on the p o lit ic a l arena. 
And they do not advance that 
p rinc ip le  now.

Conservative to  the m arro w  o f 
th e ir  bones, the labor bureau­
cra ts  fend on ly  fo r  a m ore fa ­
vored pos ition  inside the Labor- 
Dem ocratic P a rty  coa lition . When 
H o llander pro tests th a t the CIO 
leaders w a n t no patronage, he 
was not te ll in g  the exact tru th . 
W h a t the  labo r leaders w a n t is 
m ore in fluence —  th a t is, m ore 
con tro l and more posts. Q u ill and 
H o llander recommend th a t the 
labor leaders should be more

obstreporous w ith  the Dem ocrats 
so as to w in  th a t g re a te r re ­
cognition.

A t  the same tim e H o llander is 
m in d fu l o f the reason the w o rk ­
ers voted fo r  the  Dem ocratic 
P a rty . He knows th a t they fo l­
lowed the lead o f the un ion lead­
ers because they w an t action  in  
the fie ld  o f unem ploym ent le g is ­
la tio n  and social re fo rm s. The 
labor o ff ic ia ls  the re fo re  hope th a t 
by ta lk in g  tough they  can keep 
the support o f the  ranks and 
invo lve (them in  th e ir  pressure 
moves.

But even i f  by these tough 
pressure tactics the labo r o f f i ­
c ia ls  should w in  a g rea te r voice 
fo r  themselves in  the D em ocratic 
P a rty  —  even i f  next tim e  they 
succeed in  g e ttin g  a Roosevelt 
instead o f H a rr im a n  as candi­
date —  th is  w i l l  not solve any 
rea l problem s fo r  the m a jo r ity  
o f the w o rk in g  people. I t  w i l l  
not obvia te the need o f the w o rk ­
ers to enter po litics  as an inde­
pendent class force.

Buffalo Students 
Welsh 'Leftism'

By A. Ritchie
B U F F A LO , Dec. 15 —  A  meeting a t the  State Teach­

ers College here last week, called by the S tudent Congress
to  discuss “ L e f t is t  a ttitudesl
m arked a break in the long po l­
it ic a l silence am ong students 
lo ca lly  and indicated g ro w th  o f 
resistance to the w itch  hun t. The 
m eeting  was attended by 70 s tu ­
dents and members o f the  fac­
u lty .

A ccord ing  to  repo rts , the m eet­
in g  was called because o f con­
trove rsy  over the  a c tiv itie s  o f 
the  S oc ia lis t W brkers  P a rty  in  
th is  area. T h roughou t the  d is­
cussion, students expressed th e ir  
resentm ent aga ins t the m any 
pressures imposed upon them  by 
the school ad m in is tra tio n , as w e ll 
as reac tiona ry  newspaper propa­
ganda, to re fra in  fro m  exam in­
in g  open-m indedly the ideas o f 
socialism»

One young woman said, “ I f  as 
teachers, we’re expected to  mold 
the  m inds o f our fu tu re  citizens, 
and are ourselves res tric ted  in  
our a ttem p ts  to learn m ore about 
these ‘le ft-w in g ’ movements, how 
can we answer any questions 
from  our pup ils  concerning these 
m ovem ents?”

A no the r tcacher-to-bc, s a i d ,  
“ W e’re a ll aware th a t democracy 
has a num ber o f shortcom ings. 
Possib ly, groups lik e  the  Socia l­
is t  W orkers P a rty  have some 
good w h ich  w e can incorpora te  
in  o u r ph ilosophy. B u t, i f  we 
ju s t  look a t one side o f the s to ry , 
in  regard  to  rad ica l p o lit ic a l 
g roup ings, we m ay end up w ith  
an a u th o r ita r ia n  system which 
pe rm its  on ly  one set o f ideas.”

'P art o f the discussion was on 
the “ a d v is a b ility ”  o f a llow in g  
rad ica l lite ra tu re  to  be d is tr i-

as they a ffe c t our campus,”
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buted on the campus, a ttend ing  
“ le f t is t ”  m eetings, and accepting 
advertisem ents f r o m  r a d i c a l  
groups in  the school paper. Somo 
students fee l th a t these prac­
tices should be avoided since the 
ideas o f rad ica l groups m ig h t 
in fluence students who “ m ay no t 
be aw are th a t these groups a re  
lis ted  as subversive.”

T h is  v iew  was no t based on 
acceptance o f  the tho ugh t-co n tro l 
precept th a t ideas can be out­
lawed, b u t ra th e r on considera­
tions o f a p ra c tica l na ture. P e r­
haps the m ost in te res tin g  1 com­
ment in  the discussion was made 
on th is  p o in t by  a students 
“ We’ ll  have to  s ign lo y a lty  oaths 
when we become teachers,”  she 
said. “ I ’d lik e  to  attend a rad ica l 
m eeting , bu t I 'd  be a fra id  th a t 
i f  someone were to  see me the re  
it  m ig h t jeopard ize m y chance 
o f g e ttin g  a teacher’s job la te r.”  

T he  school paper’s e d ito r ia l 
s ta f f  d ivided recen tly  in a 4-to-3 
vo te  aga ins t pu b lish ing  an ad 
fo r  a S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
election ra lly . The close d iv is ion  
indicates how s trong  the  tenden­
cy to res is t accomodation to  the 
w itc h  hu n t has become.

'In  rep ly  to the v iew  th a t s tu ­
dents should n o t be exposed to  
rad ica l ideas one student said: 
“ I f  democracy is so weak th a t 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  can 
convince us w ith  a l i t t le  propa­
ganda, when we are subjected to 
the propaganda o f dem ocratic 
cap ita lism  every day, then there 
is on ly  one conclusion —  the 
SW P may have som eth ing.”

The case sta rted  in 1953 when 
E lm e r E. Kovach bought a new 
ear tha t wasn’t  a Studebaker. He 
and 18 others, who had also p u r­
chased “ o f f  brand”  cars, were 
la id  o f f  a t the South Bend, Ind., 
p lan t.

The company cla im ed th a t “ d is­
lo y a lty ”  had no th ing  to  do w ith  
the lay o ffs . O ther employees, 
the y  said, refused to  w ork a long­
side o f buyers o f “ o ff-b ra n d ”  
autos. Thus “ production Was 
h u r t,”  ahd the 19 w o rke rs  were 
suspended to p e rm it f u l l  produc­
tion to resume.

“ U N W R IT T E N  L A W ”
The N L R B , accommodating 

its e lf  to th is  company dodge, 
m a in ta ined in its  ru l in g  th a t the 
19 workers did no t s u ffe r dis­
c rim in a tio n  o f any kind fro m  the 
company and the U A W -C IO . I t  
dismissed the  w orkers ’ charges 
on the grounds th a t ne ithe r the 
company nor the union had any 
“ s tated”  p o licy  re q u ir in g  w o rk ­
ers to buy the Studebaker 
product.

The N LR B  refused to take an 
open stand on the issue o f 
w hether a company m ay demand 
“ lo y a lty ”  fro m  its  employees by 
m ak ing  m andato ry the purchase 
o f company products. However 
the N L R B  t r ia l exam iner, A r th u r  
L e ff,  noted in  his repo rt, “ fo r 
many years . . . there has been 
a fee ling  among Studebaker em­
ployees that one w o rk ing  at 
S tudebaker should d rive  a Stude­
baker. That fee ling  has been ex­
pressed by some as a tra d itio n , 
by others as an u n w ritte n  law .”

In  th is  way the N L R B  made an 
“ uno ffic ia l decision’’ supporting  
S tudebaker’s lo y a lty  to-the-com - 
¡pany-product “ u n w ritte n  law .”

Our Readers Take the Floor
Lieutenant Defies 
Army's Witch Hunt

(The fo llo w in g  le tte r  was sent 
to A rm y  a u tho ritie s  on Nov. 18, 
1954. The w r ite r ,  M r. Thomas J. 
B a rre tt, sent a copy to the M il­
ita n t.— Ed.)
S U B JE C T: DD Form  98, L o y a lty  

C e rtifica te
FROM : Thomas J. B a rre tt, 2nd 

L t .  In fa n try  U S A R  
T O : Headquarters W ashington 

M il i ta ry  D is tr ic t, F o r t Law ton, 
W ashington
Reference is made to  yo u r le t­

te r o f 29 October 1954 requesting 
th a t 1 re tu rn  to you w ith in  ten 
days, executed, D epartm ent o f 
Defense Form  98 L o y a lty  Cer­
t if ic a te  fo r  personnel o f the A rm ­
ed Forces. I  am he rew ith  re tu rn ­
ing th is  fo rm  to you unsigned.

I had understood th a t m y ser­
vice in  Korea was in  defense o f 
the C onstitu tion  and the t ra d i­
tiona l Am erican freedom s. The 
C o nstitu tion  o f th is  cou n try  ex­
p l ic it ly  provides fo r  freedom  o f 
speech and secrecy o f the ba llo t. 
Y e t now I  am asked by the U.S. 
A rm y  to  conform  to a po litica l 
test, and in q u is ito r ia l device, op­
position to wh ich is ax iom atic  in 
the h is to ry  o f th is  coun try  fro m  
the tim e  o f the D eclara tion  o f 
Independence. The a rb itra ry  l is t ­
ing  o f o rgan iza tions as “ subver­
s ive”  is a to ta lita r ia n  practice 
be tte r suited to  ou r enemies in 
Korea than to the  in te res ts  o f a 
democracy.

P a rt ic u la r ly  obnoxious to fre e ­
dom -lov ing ind iv idua ls  are the  
sections in  DD Form  98 w hich 
prescribe “ S tandards o f Conduct”  
and p ro h ib it “ membership in, as­
socia tion w ith , oi- sym pa thy to ­
w ards”  a vas t num ber o f o rgan­
iza tions w h ich have been p ro ­
scribed w ith o u t bene fit o f due 
process o f law1. F u rthe rm ore , the 
L o y a lty  C e rtific a te  fo rm  leaves 
any A m erican c itizen  sub ject to 
prosecution fo r  a num ber o f un ­
defined “ offenses”  when i t  states 
th a t “ conduct , . . (and) associa­
tions w h ich m ay be considered as 
estab lish ing reasonable grounds 
fo r  im posing appropria te  penal­
ties include bu t are not lim ite d  
to . . .”  etc.

P aragraph  4 o f you r le tte r  in ­
fo rm s me th a t I  am sub ject to  
“ in vo lu n ta ry  separa tion”  fro m  the 
A rm y  i f  1 “ decline o r re fuse”  to 
complete th is  fo rm . I  volunteered 
fo r  the A rm y , fo r  O ffice rs ’ Can­
didate School, fo r  the  A irb o rn e  
In fa n try  and fo r  the Reserve, 
and have thus evidenced m y de­
sire  to do m y p a tr io t ic  du ty. 
However, du ty  to  the C onstitu ­
tion , the p rinc ip les  fob w h ich  th is  
coun try  stands, and to the in d i­
v id u a l’s conscience m ust take p re ­
cedence in the be lie f o f any A m e r­
ican over trans ien t hyste ria . Thus, 
i f  I  am forced to choose between 
the con tinu ing  freedom  o f th is  
na tion  and c o n fo rm ity  to uncon­
s titu tio n a l “ lo y a lty  oaths,”  I  shall 
be proud to  choose the freedom  
o f m y country.

In  closing, m ay I  say th a t  I

could w ith  c lear conscience answer 
in  the nega tive  a ll o f the ques­
tions p u t to me by th is  lo y a lty  
oath, i f  I  were so inclined. The 
in te rests o f lo y a lty , however, 
seemed to be be tte r s e r v e d  
th rough  its  defense than through 
ab ject obedience to a few  dema­
gogues who w ou ld  destroy no t 
on ly  lo y a lty  to  A m erica , bu t fre e ­
dom in A m erica.

T h is  lo y a lty  oath ob ligates one 
to reveal p o lit ic a l a ff il ia t io n , 
prescribes w ha t m ay or m ay not 
be said, and dicta tes w h a t o rgan ­
iza tions, m ay o r m ay n o t be be­
longed to. associated w ith  o r sym ­
pathized in. 1 sha ll never lend 
m y support to any scheme which 
a ttem p ts  to enforce these th ings  
on me or any o ther Am erican.

V e ry  T ru ly  Yours,
Thomas J. B a rre tt, 01934994 
2nd L t. In fa n try  U S A R  
Seattle, W ashington

Workers7 Views on 
Election Results
E d ito r :

A f te r  ta lk in g  to  about 60 pe r­
sons throughout, the p la n t I w o rk  
in about w ha t they th o u g h t o f 
the elections, I found i t  was the 
consensus o f opin ion tha t the 
Dem ocratic v ic to ry  was the best 
tha t could have happened fo r  the 
general good o f labor. As fo r  
p reven ting  war, nobody tho ugh t 
th a t the Dem ocratic P a rty  could 
p reven t w a r since w a r was in e v i­
tab le  regard less o f w h ich p a rty  
was in  con tro l.

On the question o f a Labo r 
P a rty , on ly  a few  believed in  a 
Labor P a r ty  as such. N e a rly  
everybody believes th a t the Dem ­
ocra tic P a rty  is a labor p a rty . 
I asked a le w  who re a lly  showed 
some in te re s t in d iscussing ju s t  
w h a t they thought, o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers P arty , and, be­
lieve me, they seemed to th in k  the 
tim e  would come when i t  would 
be w o rth  a t r y  b u t a t the  present 
tim e the coun try  was no t ready 
fo r  such a p a rty .

K . R.
Scranton, Penna.

10-Year Old English 
Girl Want’s Pen Pal
E d ito r :

M y M um m y and Daddy both 
read the M ilita n t. I  also read the 
b its  about the school color bar, 
because M um m y and Daddy are 
f ig h tin g  aga inst the c o lo r bar in  
N o ttin gh am . I  would lik e  an 
Am erican N egro  pen pal. I f  you 
could help me to find one 1 w ould 
be very  pleased. I  would lik e  a 
g ir l  about m y own" age w h ich  is  
ten.

1 hope you w ill be able to help 
me find such a fr ien d . Could you 
please send he r name and address 
i f  you are able to  find someone? 

A ileen Shaw 
N o ttin gh am , England

(Anyone w ish in g  to  become 
pen pal should w r ite  us and we 
w ill fu rn is h  her address, which is 
r ig h t  in the h e a rt o f Robin Hood’s 
old fo res t. —  Ed.)


