
Brownell Seeks 
Witdi-hunt Purge 
In Private Plants

By Harry Ring
Enactment of legislation perm itting employers to fire  

any worker who “ m ight”  commit sabotage or espionage 
at some future date was one of the key demands presented 
by ‘ Attorney General Brownell

Build a Labor P arty Now!

in bis national T V  and radio 
appearance of April 9.

Under his proposal the present 
government “loyalty” purge sys­
tem would be extended t o . all 
plants w ith government contracts, 
and that includes v irtu a lly  every 
company of any consequence, a t 
a time of “national emergency,” 
which can be established a t any 
tim e by presidential decree.

(Brownell's union-busting fo r­
mula, which would give employ­
ers legal sanction to fire militant, 
unionists a t w ill, is a direct ex­
tension of the M cCarthyite policy 
already adopted by such powerful 
corporations as General Electric 
and International Telephone &  
Telegraph. A  number o f G E  
workers have already lost their 
jobs fo r refusing to “cooperate” 
w ith McCarthy.

Brownell wants to give to all 
employers the “legal” right to do 
what McCarthy and G E have been 
doing without legal authority and 
in violation of union contracts.

M A IN  T A R G E T : LABO R
In  a fresh demonstration that 

the Communist P arty  is in reality  
but the springboard fo r attack on 
the ultim ate target —  the unions, 
Brownell also proposed to bring  
the organized labor movement

under the scope of the McCarran 
International Security Act. Until 
now some people have been lulled 
by the false notion that this 
police-state law would be con­
fined to use against “foreign  
agents” and “red parties.”

W ith  Brownell’s latest proposi­
tion, the Subversive Activities 
Control Board would be empower­
ed to determine i f  unions were 
“dominated” by Communists. Any 
union so declared would be im ­
mediately outlawed.

The elasticity"of governmental 
definition of “communist domina­
tion” would inevitably stretch to 
cover every union body that in­
sisted on discharging its obliga­
tion to its membership by waging 
a fight fo r decent wages, hours 
and conditions.

This proposal is already em­
bodied in the notorious Butler 
Bill, which has been widely 
denounced as a nakedly anti- 
union measure.

The House of Representatives 
on April 8 voted 378 to 10 in 
favor of a bill covering Brownell’s 
proposal to perm it the use in 
federal courts of evidence obtain­
ed by wiretapping. In an effo rt 
to cut o ff some of the opposition 
the measure has aroused, they 
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Factory Layoffs 
Continue to Rise

Although Eisenhower’s prediction in February that we 
could expect an economic upturn in March proved 100% 
wrong, he’s bounced rig h t back w ith another optimistic
statement. On April 7 he said he®'

Govt. Threatens to Drag U.S. 
Into the Indo-China Civil War

i --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Demand that Wall St. Imperialists 
Keep Hands Off the Asian People

«

Area Coverà by H-Bomb Fireball

could discern “rather encourag­
ing signs” in the economy. The 
President would do better to 
stick to golf. He is unlikely to 
come closer to par in his April 
economic prediction than in his 
February one.

W hat the administration is try -

Edith Konikow
1903-1954

As we go to press, we 
receive the sad news that 
Edith Konikow, a veteran 
A m e r i c a n  Trotskyist and 
fighter for socialism for more 
than two decades, has died 
after a prolonged illness. H er 
death occurred April 13 from  
a stroke, the second in the 
past year.

Comrade Konikow was born 
in Boston on Aug. 15, 1903. 
She joined the revolutionary 
socialist movement in 1932 as 
a member of the Communist 
League of America, a forerun­
ner of the present Socialist 
Workers Party. She was a 
leading member of the New  
York Local for many years.

A special memorial meeting 
in her honor w ill be held Sun­
day, April 18, 2 P .M ., at. 116 
University Place, New York 
City.

Next week’s issue of The 
M ilitant w ill carry a full 
tribute to the life of this 
sterling revolutionist.

in g  to  convert in to  a hopefu l sign 
is no th ing  more than the an­
tic ipa ted  p ickup in  fa rm  em ploy­
m ent in  the spring . But the 
decisive factor —  industrial em­
ployment —  showed a further 
decline in March. Last month 
there were 160,000 more manufac­
turing layoffs.

STEEL AND AUTO
.Moreover, new cla im s fo r  un­

em ploym ent compensation, which 
had dropped to  s lig h tly  below
390.000 weekly in the last week 
in March, increased in the week 
ended A p r i l 3 to  339,000.

The severe conditions o f unem­
ploym ent in  steel and auto —  the 
coun try ’s two most basic in ­
dustries —  continue unabated. On 
A p r i l 8, the CIO U nited Steel 
W orkers reported more than 16% 
o f its  membership ou t o f work, a 
to ta l o f 189,000 layo ffs . A  po ll 
taken in January had showed
118.000 then deprived o f work. 
A no the r 257,026 steel w orkers 
are now on a sho rt week, g e tting  
less than 40 hours’ pay.

M ichigan unem ploym ent, m a in ly  
auto workers, rose by m id-M arch 
to 216,000, o r  nearly  8% o f the 
w ork  force. The " c r i t ic a l”  o r 
“ danger”  po in t, according to  the 
U..S. D epartm ent o f Labor, is 
6%.

“30 FOR 40”
These figures underscore the 

need fo r  organized labor to  take 
serious action to  corribat unem­
ploym ent and pro tect the workers 
from  its  ravages. Central to this 
problem is the demand for the 
30-hour week at 40 hours’ pay 
which is winning ever wider favor 
in union ranks.

Artist's conception shows area that would lie within the awesome fireball of an H-bcuuhl 
similar to the blast set o ff on Einewetok in 1952. W ith the Empire State building in New York 
City as ground zero, the flaming center of the explosion would be 3'4 miles in diameter; ex­
tending from the Washington Sq. section uptown to Central Park.

NO COOPERATION WITH 
M’CART'iY, UNION URGES

MILW AUKEE — The following resolution has been 
adopted by Local 5501, Communication Workers of Amer­
ica, CIO:

We, the members o f Local 5501, 
C W A-C IO , have had ample op­
p o rtu n ity  to observe M cO arthy- 
ism and to note w h a t i t  is  and 
w hat it  has accomplished. This 
is ou r eva luation :

M cC arthy ism  is a vicious, an ti- 
Am erican movement supported 
fin a n c ia lly  and m ora lly  by the 
most an ti- la bo r and reactionary 
quarters. I t  is based on fe a r and 
smear, the b ig  lie  and the p a rtia l 
tru th , destruction by headline 
and the a ttack  aga inst the F irs t  
and F if th  Amendments o f the 
C onstitu tion . M cC arthyism , i f  un­
checked, would mean the end to 
c iv il liberties, the destruction o f 
the Am erican trade union move­
ment, and the conversion o f the 
United States in to  a  ga rrison or 
fasc is t state.

We, the members o f Local 
5501, hold dear to  us the A m e r­
ican heritage o f freedom  o f 
speech, association and assembly. 
We believe th a t i t  should be the 
unquestioned r ig h t o f every per­
son to invoke bis r ig h ts  under 
the C onstitu tion  w ith o u t being 
smeared or declared g u ilty . I t  is 
bu t a short step from  the crim e

of the advocacy o f ideas to the 
crim e o f th in k in g  and pro test­
ing, to the crim e o f  appearing 
to th in k  and appearing to pro­
test. I t  should be the r ig h t  o f 
every ind iv idua l to  hold unpop­
u la r beliefs and to  jo in  a p a rty  
o f his own choosing i f  we are 
to re ta in  our r ig h ts  to c ritic ize  
leg is la tors and leg is la tion. I t  is 
a grave m istake to  believe th a t 
M cC arthy represents the in te r ­
ests o f the workers, the fa rm ­
ers and the sm all businessmen.

Now, therefore be it resolved, 
that Local 5501 go on record for 
the destruction of McCarthyism  
and the support of McCarthy- 
ism's victims. A Committee for 
the Defense of Unionism shall be 
formed Mo implement this reso­
lution. 1( shall consist of Execu­
tive Board appointees and shall 
act under its direction.

Be it further resolved, that 
Local 5501 refuse to cooperate 
with McCarthyite committees. 
These committees with their 
Peglerite mentality and methods 
are organized solely to destroy 
the unions and to clear the road 
for fascism.

Local Wise. Unions Back McCarthy-Recall Drive
By James E. Boulton

M IL W A U K E E , A pril 6. —  Two 
C IO  leaders here have called on 
the labor movement to join the 
figh t against McCarthyism by 
supporting the anti-McCarthy re­
call petitions being circulated 
throughout the s ta te .-Th e ir ac­
tion was in contrast to the State 
CIO  policy of “hands-off the re­
call petitions.”

In  a le tte r sent to the local 
unions, Stephen K reznar, p res i­
dent o f Local 5501, Communica­
tio n  W orkers, CIO, appealed “ to  
you and to you r members to 
p a rtic ip a te  in the recall o f Sen­
a to r M cC arthy and to  jo in  in  the 
p ro te s t movement aga ins t Mc- 
C a rthy ism . O nly i f  ■ labor as­
sumes its  respons ib ility  can the 
menace be destroyed.”

Local 5501 last week adopted 
one of the most vigorous anti- 
McCarthy resolutions passed by 
any union in this area. (The fu ll 
text is reprinted on this page.)

L a s t ¡Saturday Herman Steffes, 
fo rm e r state CIO president urged 
h is  union, the pow erfu l Nash Lo ­
cal 75 o f the U A W -C IO , to defy 
state and county CIO leaders, i f  
necessary, to support the reca ll 
movement, and to constitu te  Lo ­
cal 75 as an organ iz ing  center o f

the labor forces behind the f ig h t  
aga inst M cCarthy. H is propo.sals 
were unanim ously adopted.

LABOR SUPPO RT V IT A L
The reca ll pe tition  was launch­

ed on M arch1 18 by Le roy Gore, 
ed ito r o f the Sauk C ity  W eekly, 
a fo rm e r supporter o f M cC arthy. 
The “ Joe-M ust-Go”  movement has 
evoked a broad response, bu t la ­
bor support in the in du s tria l 
counties is v ita l to  the success­
fu l collection o f 404,000 recall 
signatures w ith in  60 days.

State CIO leaders, taking their 
cue from the Democratic Party  
bosses "ho  have pledged no-con­
test in the event of a recall-elec­
tion, are doing- nothing. Their 
policy can be summed in the 
phrase: Let the capitalist poli­
ticians decide- But local sections 
of the labor movement arc be­
ginning to get info action.

Am ong them 'a re  the Dane 
County (M adison) P o litica l E du­
cational League, w ith  delegates 
from  the CIO, A F L  and F a rm ­
ers U n ion ; the Chippewa V alley 
In d u s tr ia l Union Councit; and a 
Madison local o f the Locomotive 
F irem en and Enginemen. As o f 
th is  date, close to 175,000 s ig ­
natures have been reported.

Why Did These 
Children Die in 
School Disaster?

saving

Warmonger

“ Joe-M ust-Go”  clubs have been 
popping up all over the state since 
the o rgan iz ing  m eeting in Sauk 
C ity  on March 28. Not a single 
labor o ff ic ia l appeared on the 
speakers’ p la tfo rm  a t th is  meet­
ing, and m ost o f the clubs are 
led by Republicans, p re fe rab ly  
past supporters o f M cCarthy.
Card-ho ld ing members m ust take 
an oath th a t they don’t  belong 
to any “ subversive”  o rgan iza­
tions.

W hile  the leadership o f these 
clubs is ch ie fly  pro-Eisenhower, 
the recall movement appears to 
rest upon much deeper mass 
sentiments o f fea r and h o s tility  
t.o eve ry th ing  M cC arthy sym bol­
izes. W orkers, fa rm ers  and sec­
tions o f the m iddle class are 
w orried by the H-bomb and the 
e ffec t of “ Republican tim es”  on 
employment and fa rm  prices.
They are in fa vo r o f reca lling  
M cC arthy because they fe a r he 
wants to abolish the tra d itio n a l 
Am erican recourse to po litica l 
change.

Thus three tendencies in the 
an ti-M cC arthy  movement in W is ­
consin begin to emerge: (1 ) The 
GOP po litic ians who believe Mc­
C arthy has gone too fa r  and has P i t ie s  and fo rm  its  own mdc- 
become a danger and l ia b i lity  to  pendent pa rty .

their party. (2 ) Diverse popular 
forces who sec in McCarthy a 
symbol of corruption, tyranny 
and the danger of war. (3 ) The 
politically unorganized labor mil 
itants Who clearly recognize in 
McCarthyism the fascist threat to 
their political rights, union strug­
gles and social progress.

SW P O BJEC TIVES
This last group is the key to 

the whole f ig h t  and the SociaL 
is t  W orkers P a rty  here is now 
cam paigning to equip i t  w ith  a 
m il ita n t a n ti- fa sc is t program .

The SWP plans to run its  own 
candidates aga inst M cC arthy ’s 
cronies in the fa ll i f  an indepen­
dent labor ticke t is not in the 
fie ld .

Meanwhile the  SWP is u rg ing  
the labo r movement to brand Mc- 
C artbyism  as a fasc is t menace 
and to pledge non - cooperation 
w ith  M cCarthy, bis in ves tig a ting  
com m ittee and th e ir i lk :  to form  
union defense or an ti-M cC arthy  
committees to caimy on an in ­
dependent an ti - fascist s trugg le  
in  the shops, m eeting halls and 
schools; to break w ith  cap ita lis t

By Theodore Kovalesky
B U F F A LO . —  A little  before 

noon on Wednesday. March 31, 
the sixth graders of the Cleve­
land H ill Elementary School were 
sitting in their music class. A 
young practice teacher had just 
gone to the piano, and the reg­
ular teacher stood at her desk. 
There was the usual whispering 
and giggling that had to be quel­
led. There was the usual cove|!t 
drawing of a fast m ilitary .plane 
by an air-minded youngster in 
the rear. Eleven and twelve-year- 
old life was going on as usual.

Then something happened. No­
body is qu ite  sure o f w ha t i t  
was, although everyone in  the 
B u ffa lo  area has been p u ttin g  
fo r th  ideas ever since. B u t no­
body knows fo r  sure.

In general, i t  was th is  w ay: 
Suddenly there were flam es. Sud­
denly the whole room was fu ll 
o f them. Suddenly the young­
sters, bored o r a tten tive ; happy 
o r engrossed in  some childhood 
brooding a m om ent before, were 
on th e ir  fe e t w ild  w ith  te rro r. A 
few ch ildren rushed tow ard  the 
door bu t were driven back by 
the flames. The others swarmed 
to the windows, b u t the windows 
were stuck and would no t open.

H E R O IC  ACTS
In  th a t moment, o f te r ro r  and 

agony m any th ings happened. 
Children and teachers smashed 
the windows. Teachers li f te d  and 
pushed children through the b rok­
en and jagged fram es. O ther ch il­
dren pushed th e ir  classmates 
through the smashed pane.s, out 
in to  the snow. In  s p lit  seconds 
there were dozens o f s w ift  heroic 
acts.

One teacher, flames searing at 
her legs, th rew  children fro m  the 
w indow u n til she could see no 
more in  the b illo w in g  smoke. 
Then she jumped, be lieving them 
a ll safe. Another teacher, rush­
ing  to the room, saved two 
youngsters, weeping because her 
own daughter was back there 
somewhere o r o ther in the m idst 
o f the holocaust. One l i t t le  boy, 
whose body was la te r found in 
the ruins, pushed classmate a fte r  
classmate from  the window.

Afterwards when sick-hearted 
firemen went poking through the 
charred debris they found ten 
little bodies clustered at the place 
where the windows had been. And 
in the days that have followed, 
four more youngsters have djed 
in the Buffalo hospitals, with an­
other half dozen painfully linger­
ing between life and death, so 
that no one can tell what the final 
toll of death and tragedy w ill he.

(Continued on page 4)

By the Editors 1
By the time you read this, American troops may be killing and dying once more 

in Asia. Wall Street’s government is whipping up sentiment for direct U.S. military in­
tervention against the Indo-Chinese people, who have fought heroically for eight years 
for independence from French imperialism.

“The showdown may come within a weelt,” warned the Scripps-Howard Washing­
ton staff on April 10. I t  reports the Eisenhower regime is committed to
Indo-China “at all costa.” S im i-1® ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
larly , thè March 31 W all Street 
Journal states ominously that 
“Indo-China will not be allowed 
to fa ll into Communist hands —  
whatever the cost.” I t  adds: “ I f  
the cost is no longer a factor, 
there is no stopping place.”

No stopp ing place! T h a t can 
mean on ly  one th jn g  —  another 
Korea. It. means more hundreds 
o f thousands ■ o f  casualties, 
b roken homes, g r ie f  fo r  A m e r­
ican fam ilies . I t  means m illio ns  
o f Indo-Chinese men, woipen and 
children burned to  death w ith  
napalm bombs and blasted to b its  
by U.S. “ s tra teg ic  bom bing”  and 
another coun try  wrecked fro m  end 
o end as Korea was.

This coun try  has actua lly  been 
w a rr in g  against Ind o -C h ine se  
independence from  the s ta r t  —  
since the end o f W orld  W ar I I  in 
1946. Up to  now, W a ll S treet 
'm peria lisp i ijas been content to 
'e t the French people do the 
b leeding arid dym g, ® u t,th e  money 
fo r  every b u lle t and every bomb, 
plus b illio tis  w o rth  o f w a r m ate­
r ia l its e lf, has been supplied by 
W ashington fro m  the pockets and 
labor o f the Am erican people.
Through lend-lease, then M arsh -ill 
Plan funds and then, since ea rly  
1950, through d irect m il ita ry  sup­
plies ear-m arked fo r  Indo-China, 
the U.S. cap ita lis ts  have hem 
p ro v id in g  the sinews o f w a r to

D U L L E S

th e ir  enfeebled French class 
brothers.

D u"es ¡¡lid Eisenhower now 
seek to ju s r ify  th e ir  po licy o f 
in te rven tion  on the grounds o f 
“ aggression”  by the Chinese 
Communists. They m ust th in k  the 
Am erican people are ju s t a bunch

SW P PICKS CHESTER FOR 
PHIL A . CONGRESS RACE

PHILADELPHIA, April 12 — The Socialist Workers 
Party la,st Monday filed ' petitions nominating Robert 
Chester as candidate fo r Congress from the 4th Con­
gressional D is tr ic t,  in r e n n - i ’ ----------------------------------- ---------
sylvania . 2300 signatures wore 
filed w ith  the State Bureau o f 
E lections. In th is  so lid ly  w o rk ­
in g  class and N e g ro -d is tr ic t, the 
S W F candidate w il l  appekr on tho 
ba llo t, because o f a legal tech­
n ic a lity , under the name o f the 
M ilita n t W orkers P a rty .
 ̂ In  an obvious a ttem p t to in ­
tim ida te  voters on the eve o f the 
period designated fo r  collection o f 
signatures, a ll o f fhe«clt.y’s papers 
carried  b ig  headlines’ about a 
proposal to  investiga te  a ll s ig ­
natures on Cojnmuni.st P a rty  
election pe tition s  collected in 
1940. Despite th is , the SW P s ig ­
na ture cam paign was carried ou t 
w ith  l i t t le  d if f ic u lty .

place on the b a llo t a w o rk in g  
Jus« opponent o f M cC arthy ism  
and M cCarthy. W e intend to make 
fu ll use o f th is  cam paign to again 
make the voice o f socialism  heal’d 
in th is  c-ity th is  yea r.”

FO REM O ST ISSUES
The issues that most concerned 

prospective signers Hvete un­
employment and MeCarthyisni. 
Hundreds of the people approach­
ed voiced fears of a dépréssion, 
especially Negro workers, who 
have felt the growing layoffs 
more than whites.

Antagonism to McCarthyism  
was also foremost. Many said 
they were thankful to be able to i

Anti-McCarthy 
Campaign News

----- By Myra Tanner -----
The s trugg le  against M eC arthy- 

ism is a li fe  and death struggle" 
fo r  the labor movement. M any 
u n ’ons have begun to rea lize th is  
and are beg 'nn ing  to s t ir  in to  
action. T h is  is dem onstrated in 
the steps taken by tw o unions 
in W isconsin (see a rtic le , 'Page 
1). B u t no m a tte r bow serious a 
ba ttle  someone a lw ays supplies 
the comic re lie f. The comedian’s 
role las t week was p'aved by the 
sponsors o f an an ti-M cC arth y  
ra lly  in B rook lyn : Am ericans fo r  
Dem ocratic A ction , Democrats,
W orld  Federalis 
Thom as

and Norm an
sign a pe tition  fo r  a candidate 
who is f ig h tin g  M cC arthy. One | These would-be leaders o f the 
nerson, m is tak ing  the words Of a"l> fascist s trugg le  gathered all 
the so lic ito r, said, “ I f  you’re fo r  ,h<‘ i|- s !j’“ " £ th ' took a f ig h t in g  
M cC arthy, get. aw ay from  m e!’’ risn«’*’. and sent a re-solution to 
When i t  was explained th a t Bob Eisenhower saying : Look here, 
Chester and his p a r ty  are against'
M cC arthy, no t fo r  hint, he qu ick ly  
signed and asked to  he in form ed 
o f «W P public meetings.

Com m enting on the pe tition  
cam paign, -Chester said: “ The 
fact that we were able to  co llect 
these signatures w ithout, any real 
d iff ic u lty  is another p roo f tha t 
the w itch  hu n t has no t had the 
e ffec t on the Am erican people 
th a t M cC arthy and his gang have 
desired. The people o f P h ila ­
delphia have again showti th a t 
they are in terested in hearing  a 
socia list answer to the problems 
th a t con fro n t them. By s ign ing  
cu r pe titions they have helped to

Ike, “ M cC arthy ha« . not on 'y  
challenged and defied the au­
th o r ity  o f the executive branch 
of governm ent. but has ]•■ poat- 
edly snapped his fing e rs  in th> 
face o f the President,”

A f te r  reproach ing M cC arthy­
ism fo r  “ cheapening the st-u tr- 
gle aga inst Com m unism .”  these 
em battled w a rr io rs  moved to ac­
tion : “ There fore be it  resolved," 
th a t we “ urge President Risen-’ 
bower to lake more fo rth r ig h t 
action to assure . . . th a t the 
President and not Senator M c­
C a rthy  sits in the W h ite  House ”  

Thus we have i t :  The la test 
(Continued on page 2)

<.f hoobs to hand out such ob­
v io us ly  fa lse  and easily re fu ted  
propaganda. Everybody knows 
tha t the s trugg le  fo r  independencei 
in Indo-China had been go ing on 
fo r  nearly five years before the 
Mao reg im e in China even took 
power.

The t ru th  is tha t th is  hypo­
c r it ic a l c ry  o f "agg ress ion”  
against China is a cover-lip  fo r  
U.S. aggression against the Indo- _ 

Chinese revo lu tion , th rough financ­
ing  and equipment o f the French 
invasion, fo r years before the 
Chinese could have sent a single 
bullet, to the Indo-Chinese.

D U L L E S ’ BIG U K
I t  is on ly because the  French 

butchers, in m ite o f then- 
sup e rio rity  in arms and in num ­
bers o f tra ined soldiers, are being 
beaten to a s tands till and face 
u t te r  de feat that the l/.S . ca p ita l­
is t ru le rs  are proposing tb  save 
them  " a t  a ll costs.’’ B u t the 
popu lar sentim ent in both ,France 
and England is now so over­
w h e lm ing ly  and b it te r ly  opposed 
to con tinuation  o f the Indo- 
Chinese w ar tha t Secretary o f 
State Dulles is compelled to rush 
in  person to England ami France 
to  cajole and threaten them in to  
“ un ited action ”  to continue the 
a tte m p t to  enslave the Indo- 
Chinese and steal th e ir  resqurces- 
rich  country.

In  his e ffo r ts  to n in  the 
“ !’ ggres=mn”  'a Kol on Chinn, and 
thus ju s t i fy  U.S. in te rven tion  in  
Indo-China, Dul'es lied to the 
Senate lh a t  the Chinese were pa r­
tic ip a tin g  as com batan t- in  In d o - ' 
C h in- and ere “ c o '- i i ig  a w fu lly  
d o se ”  to acts which he had 
prev iously  threatened w o u l d  
b r in g  “ grave con--equences”  not 
on lv  to Indo-China but to China 
its e lf.
• No one was moro s -rp rised  and 

astonished hv th is  brazen fa lse­
hood than the French au tho rities  
themselves. Thus the A p r il 7 
N . Y . T im es reported from  
H anoi, V ie tnam , in d irect cpn- 
tra d io !io n  to Dulles, (hat “ high 
French m il ita ry  au tho rities  here 
say they have no evidence th a t 
Jt he Com m unist Chinese have 
taken p a rt in  the f ig h tin g  at 
D ienbienphu. Thev say the' French 
never have k illed  or captured a 
com batant w ith  the V iet M inh th a t 
they could de fin ite ly  id e n tify  as 
ChiYiese.”

R E V O L U T IO N  TAKE 1776
Besides, what, r ig h t  has th is  

coun try  to te ll the Indo-Chinese 
people, tw o m illio n  o f whom have 
died in the fig h t fo r independence, 
where, and fro m  whom and w h a t 
k ind  o f aid they are pe rm itted  to  
take? The A merioan , colonists 
d idn ’t  hesitate to take help, —  in ­
c lud ing  troops —  from  ro y a lis t.  
France to defeat George TTI and 
h is  Redcoats. The Indo-Chinese 
people are defending themselves, 
against, a im ed robber« and n u ir - : 
derers and have the r ig h t  to call 
f o r  he lp fro m  any «opi’ce —  in ­
c lu d in g  the pow erfu l A m erican 
labo r movement,

The source o f the s treng th  o f 
the  Indo-Chinese s trugg le  against 
the French invasion is tlie  revo­
lu tio n a ry  fe rv o r o f the Indo- 
Chinese people and the over­
w he lm ing  popu la r support fo r  
the V ie t M inh governm ent. Sen­
a to r Kennedy (D.. M'-ms. to denying 
th a t Chinese pa rtic ip a tion  in the. 
w a r is responsihh; f o r  I'm  F ren -h  
defeats, declared: “ 1 hel'eve i t  is 
because the forces o f the V ie t 
M inh have become so no w erfu l 
tha t (hey are o rrss ing  hard on 
the French, and there fo-e i t  is 
to assist in a civ il w ar t hat the 
call fo r  i;n ito J - - t u n  I by Dulles t 
lias been made."

Kennedy sno '" ' the tru th . J itp  
Lucas, S crions-P nw ard w a r cor- 

(Continued on page 2)



Page Two T H E  M I L I T A N T Montîay,Api§il 19, 1954

Fascism and the Labor Parly
O ur campaign against Mc- 

C a rU i\ite  fascism is an a g ita ­
tio n a l campaign to arouse the 
labor movement to the advancing 
'danger, and to s tim u la te  a 
counter - m ob iliza tion  o f the 
w orkers. A long  th is  road wo 
p a rtic ip a te  w holehearted ly in 
eve ry ,p rac tica l action regardless 
o f its  o ffic ia l auspices. Such 
actions have a log ic o f th e ir  
own and can lead, in  a step by 
step process, to a fina l settle - 
'm ent o f accounts w ith  fascism 
and the social system which 
tu rns  to fascism as a last resort.

The si n ig g le  aga inst fascism 
is an a f fa ir  o f the w o rk in g  class, 
and the revo lu tion is ts  would 
o n ly  defeat th e ir  own purpose 
by secta rian , abstention from  
an ti-fa sc is t m ob iliza tion  o f the 
class. The M il ita n t  is ce rta in ly  
correct in ca llin g  fo r  a general 
Congress o f Labor, to consider 
the question o f a un ited a n ti­
fasc is t s trugg le  o f the en tire  
labo r movement, ' and in  ad­
vancing the slogan o f a Labor 
P a rty  as the general fo rm u la  fo r  
the p o lit ic a l independence o f the 
w orkers in th is  s trugg le .

No Panacea
Brut even- w h ile advancing 

and p o pu la riz ing  these slogans, 
w h ich sooner o r la te r w i l l  be 
accepted and supported by m il­
lions, we ough t to  exp la in  th e ir  
lim ita tio n s  as w e ll as th e ir  ad­
vantages. The assertion th a t the ■ 
Labor P a rty  “ w ill stop Mc­
C a rth y ism ,”  w h ich m ake# its  
w ay in to  ou r ag ita tio n  now and 
then, is an ove rs im p lifica tion  
which ought to be guarded 
against. A  Labor P a r ty  would 
represent a g igan tic  step fo r ­
ward in the s trugg le  against 
fascism , b u t is no t in  its e lf  a 
panacea f o r  v ic to ry .

A  fasc is t movement is an 
inherent necessity to the ca p ita l­
is t svstem at. a g iven stage o f 
its  d is in teg ra tion . N o th ing  w ill 
“tstop fasc ism ’ ’ short o f the 
ove rth row  o f cap ita lism . This is 
the s in ip 'e  tru th  o f the m a tte r; 
and i f  ou r p a r ty  doesn’t  te ll th is  
t r u th  constantly  i t  would have 
no reason to exist. There are 
p len ty  o f others to  sow con­
fus ion  and fos te r illusions, and 
they are no t en titled  to any 
direct o r ind irec t help from  us.

There is good ground fo r  con­
fidence th a t the workers w i l l  
p reva il in the fina l showdown, 
and th a t fascism  w il l  never come 
to power in  Am erica. B ut there 
is no ground fo i ' the assumption 
th a t the w orkers ’ v ic to ry  w ill be 
qu ick and easy, o r th a t a 
mere dem onstra tion o f organized 
labo r’s opposition would scare 
the fasc is t menace o f f  the maj%

The German Lesson
The w orkers o f Germany were 

p o lit ic a lly  organized in two 
great mass parties. Moreover, 
the Com m unist and Social Demo­
cra tic  pa rties  o f G erm any, who 
shared the allegiance o f almost 
the en tire  w o rk in g  class between 
them, were a t least fo rm a lly  
com m itted to a soc ia lis t p ro ­
gram . They collapsed under the 
blows o f fascism  ju s t the same, 
precisely because they h o p e d jo r  
the m irac le  o f v ic to ry  w ith o u t a 
real s trugg le . T ha t would sure ly 
happen in th is  country too, even 
w ith  a Labor P a rty  supported 
by the en tire  trade union move­
ment, i f  i t  should o ffe r  no mote 
resistance to fascism  than p la in ­
tive  objections and pa rliam en ta ry  
opposition.

I believe i t  is .correct to say 
th a t a le a l f irs t step tow ard a 
serious s tru g g le  aga inst A m e r­
ican fascism could ha rd ly  be 
a n y th in g  less then the fo rm a tion  
o f  a Labor /P a rty . As long a.s 
the trade unions are a llied to the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  and thereby, 
in e ffec t, dependent on cap ita lis t 
p o lit ic ’ans to p ro tec t them 
against the onslaughts of a fas ­
cist p a rty  dedicated to a cap i­
ta lis t  coun te r-revfllu tion  —  they 
have not even begun to  figh t.

Keep the Goal in Mind
F o r th a t reason, i t  is pe rfec tly  

correct to p u t the slogan o f a 
Labor P a rty  in the center of 
our ag ita tio n  and to concentrate 
a ll ag ita tio n  around it. B ut in 
do ing so, we have no need to 
o ve r-s im p lify  the fundam ental 
problem s posed by the begin­
nings o f a fasc is t movement, 
and to th in k  th a t we are doing 
o u r fu l l  d u ty  i f  we stop at tha t. 
We m ust look fa r  ahead —  from  
the beg inn ing o f the s trugg le  
to the end —  and keep the goal 
in m ind in  a ll th a t we do and 
say. We have to be w ith  the

workers in a ll th e ir  p ractica l 
actions and in  a ll th e ir  s tru g ­
gles. But we w il l  be no help 
to them i f  we s im p ly  fo llo w  
along, keep quiet about the  
w orkers ’ present illus ions and 
thereby fos te r them.

I f  we see the im pending s tru g ­
gle in its  true  shape as a draw n- 
out a ffa ir ,  we m ust recognize 
th a t com ing developments wdll 
w ork po w e rfu lly  to rea lize the 
s'ogans of^ the present. A f te r  
ih n t, new events w ill prepare the 
conditions fo r  a w ide - spread 
acceptance o f the more advanced 
slogans required a t a la te r  stage 
o f development. As a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a rty , we ough t to 
foresee these developments and 
fo rm u la te  the  necessary slogans., 
in  advance.

T w o  T a s k s
Lo ok ing  to  the fu tu re , as 

measured now on ly  in  years 
ra th e r th a n , in  decades o r 
generations, i t  can be expected 
th a t a Labor P a rty  w i l l  take 
s h a p e  and command the 
allegiance o f m illio ns  o f w o rk ­
ers fro rp  the s ta rt. T h is  w i l l  
represent a rea l beg inn ihg o f 
the a n ti-fa sc is t m ob iliza tion  o f 
the Am erican w o rk in g  class, 
which w ill ju s t be another name 
fo r  the m ob iliza tion  aga inst 
cap ita lism , o f w h ich  fascism  is  
the fina l reso rt. B u t ou r a g ita ­
tion , and ou r p a rtic ip a tio n  in  
p rac tica l actions load ing to  this 
p re lim ina ry  m ob iliza tion , w i l l  
have rea l im portance and 
significance on ly to the extent 
th a t wo keep the whole line  o f 
fu tu re  developments in  m ind and 
prepare ourselves and others to 
meet them.

i f  the slogan o f a Labor P a rty  
based on the trade unions is the 
most correct and necessary gen­
e ra l slogah o f  ag ita tio n  a t the 
present tim e, the simultaneous 
exp lanation o f the inescapable 
trend o f development tow ard a 
revo lu tiona ry  showdown, and the 
bu ild ing  o f a p a rty  o f conscious 
revo lu tion is ts  based on th is  
perspective, cannot be pu t aside 
in the meantim e. The tw o tasks 
go toge ther; and taken together, 
they constitu te  the m ost im ­
p o rta n t w o rk  o f p reparation fo r  
th ings to come.

—  James P. Cannon

By George Breitman 
One o f the key ■political ques­

tions c?f our tim e  is the re la tion  
between Bolshevism (the  theory  
and movement representing revo­
lu tio n a ry  M arx ism  in  its  modern 
fo rm ) and S ta lin ism  (the  theory  
and movement representing the 
in terests o f the Soviet bureau- 
, ra cy ). For d iffe re n t reasons, 
most spokesmen o f cap ita lism  and 
all spokesmen o f S ta lin ism  agree 
>p the view  th a t S ta lin ism  is the 
log ica l and revo lu tiona ry  con­
tinu a tio n  o f Bolshevism.

The cap ita lis ts  propagate th is  
view because the iden tifica tion  o f 
regenerate S ta lip ism  w ith  B o l­

shevism helps them to d iscred it 
he la tte r  and to discourage revo­

lu tion a ry  w orkers  fro m  ta k in g  
the. B o lshevik  road. The 'S ta lin ­
ists propagate, i t  because i t  helps 
them to keep o r  w in  the allegiance 
o f workers seeking a revo lu ­
tiona ry  M a rx is t po licy and pa rty .
, Nevertheless th is  view  o f the 

re la tion  between Bolshevism and 
S ta lin ism  is completely' fa lse, and 
has been re fu ted by the events 
o f the la s t 30 years d u rin g  w h ich 
S ta lin ism  destroyed the Bolshevik 
pa rty , m urdered the Bolsheviks, 
helped cap ita lism  to  p reven t o r 
crush p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tions in 
m any countries and in general be­
came a counter - revo lu tiona ry  
force in  m orta l opposition to 
Bolshevism.

W e’re not a rg u in g  the point 
here, m ere ly  s ta tin g  it. (Readers 
no t fa m il ia r  w ith  Die question ar e 
re fe rred  to  the w r it in g s  o f Leon 
T ro tsky , especially his pam phlet, 
S ta lin ism  and Bolshevism, which 
dem onstrates th a t “ S ta lin ism  
‘grew  o u t’ o f Bolshevism, no t 
lo g ica lly , however, b u t d ia-

le c tica lly ; not as a revo lu tiona ry  
a ffirm a tio n  bu t as a .Thennidorian 
negation. I t  is by no means the 
same.” )

H IS  B A S IC  ID E A
The question is most pe rtine n t 

when we consider Isaac Deutsch- 
t r ’s books on the Soviet Union, 
inc lud ing his recent b iography o f 
T ro tsky , The Prophet Arm ed. Be­
cause the basic idea th a t he too 
is t ry in g  to  put across is tha t 
S ta lin ism  is a log ica l and funda­
m en ta lly  revo lu tiona ry  con tinua­
tion  o f Bolshevism.

O bjective ly, as we have shown 
in reviews o f his previous books, 
Deutscher is an apologist fo r  S ta­
lin ism  and an enemy o f Bolshev­
ism  represented today by T ro t­
skyism . B y th is  we don’t  mean to 
charge him  w ith  be ing a S ta lin is t, 
o r a crude apologist fo r  S ta ­
lin ism . N o t a t a ll.

U n like  the S ta lin is t hacks, he 
makes no a ttem pt to conceal the 
many S ta lin is t crim es aga inst the 
w o rk in g  class; he presented these 
crimes in  de ta il in  his b iography 
o f S ta lin . U n like  the hacks, he 
does no t deny T ro ts k y ’s lead ing 
ro le in  the 'R ussian re vo lu tion ; in  
fac t, his avowed aim  is  to 
“ restore”  T ro tsky  to h is proper 
place in the annals o f the revo­
lu tion , fro m  w hich the S ta lin is ts  
tr ied  to expunge h im ; he pays 
tr ib u te  to  T ro ts k y ’s vis ion 
ta lents, etc., and even berates 
him fo r  “ b e lit t lin g ”  his own role.

O C C A S IO N A L SLIP S  
On the whole, Deutacher’s 

w a itings show the m arks o f in  
tensive research. He says his ap­
proach, “ presupposing sym pathy 
and understand ing (o f T ro ts k y ),

...S eeks  Plant Purge
(Continued from  page 1)

„dried, over B row ne ll’ s v igorous 
ob jection , a v ir tu a lly  meaningless 
“ safeguard”  req u iring  a cou rt 
o rder p r io r  to each w ire tap p in g  
invasion o f the r ig h ts  o f in ­
d iv iduals. The measure stands a 
s trong  chance o f Senate approval.

Enactm ent o f the w ire tap p in g  
law w ill open the flood  gates 
fo r  a sweeping governm enta l 
cam paign o f -snooping in to  the 
pnvncv o f U.S. c itizens. F o r years 
the F B I has f la g ra n tly  vio lated 
e x is ting  a n ti-w ire ta p  laws. I f  th is  
s la lu te  is adopted a ll the  stops 
w ill be pulled. “ M r. W h iske rs”  
w ill become “ M r. E ars”  w ith  a 
vengeance.

Union o ffic ia ls , libe ra l and m in ­
o r ity  grouo spokesmen, as well 
as the o rd in a ry  c itizen branded

“ suspicious”  by a neuro tic ne igh­
bor, w il l a ll become fa ir  game 
fo r  the eavesdroppers. The Fed­
era l courts, which have already 
dem onstrated th e ir  c o m p l e t e  
p liancy in the pow erfu l hands of 
the F B I, w ill need special s ta ffs  
to g rind  out the “ pe rm its .”

H E -C IT IZ E N S H IP
Brow nell also re ite ra ted E isen­

hower’s proposal to s tr ip  c itizdn- 
shiD from  convicted “ subversives”  
and again pressed the demand fo r  
the legal death o f the pro tection 
aga inst se lf- in c rim in a tio n  a ffo rd ­
ed by the F if th  Amendment.

H is boastfu l rec ita tion  o f the 
adm in is tra tion 's  watch - hu n tin g  
'•ecord presented a good piece o f 
the u g ly  p ic tu re  o f v ic tim iza tions  
and po litica l fram eups being

... Indo-China Threat
(Continued from  page 1)

respondexit, w r it in g  fro m  Hanoi 
on A p r i l 3, g ra ph ica lly  described 
the revo lu tiona ry  forces o f the 
people which have made i t  im ­
possible fo r  the French to  w in  
unless massive U.S. m il ita ry  
forces a re  sent to  them . He 
reports  a French co.rrespondent 
as haying: “ The on ly  w ay to  get 
them  [V ie t M in ii]  o u t o f th is  
Red R ive r de lta is to  k i l l  every 
native there. . . The Reds contro l 
every v illag e  w ith in  a  m ile  o f 
our roads. No one is fo r  us. Those 
Who a re  not aga inst us are 
n e u tia l.”  A nd  Lucas adds:

“ B u t they [th e  F rench ] hold 
thè de lta on ly  on the map. The 
fa rm ers  in the paddies, the  m er­
chants in ihe v illage  shops, even 
the pe iicab boys w ho take you, to
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you r hotel may be V ie t M inh  
soldiers.”

W ha t is th is  bu t the p ic tu re  o f 
“a whole people in arm s —  an 
a rm y  ot' m illions  upon m illions?  
They can be defeated on ly  by 
such m il ita ry  force as w ill 
s laugh te r an en tire  populace 
down to the la s t baby. U.S. in ­
te rven tion  a g a in jt  them w il l  be 
bn. a pa r w ith  the g rea test 
a troc ities  o f our a troc ity -ridden  
age o f cap ita lism ’s death agony.

Don’t let them drag us in to  
th is  crim e. Demand th a t the U.S. 
and a ll the im p e ria lis ts  get out o f 
and stay o u t o f Indo-China. N o t 
one cent, not one bomb, not one 
man fo r th is  c r im in a l w ar. Stop 
(he th rea ts  o f w a r against China. 
Recognize the Chinese govern­
ment and open up trade w ith  it ,  
instead o f brand ish ing the  H - 
bomb at it .  Let the people o f 
Indo-China decide th e ir  own fa te  
and choose th e ir  own fo rm  o f 
governm ent and social system. 
Hands o f f  the A sian people.
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perpetrated by the governm ent.
S ixty-seven • members o f the 

Com m unist P a rty  have been con 
victed since 1948 o f “ conspiracy’ 
to advocate the v io len t overth row  
o f tlie  governm ent. O f th a t num.- 
ber, he p roud ly  pointed out, 38 
were im prisoned since the Repub­
lican came in to  office.

In  not one o f these cases, a ll 
bi ought under the  S m ith  A c t, was 
any ove rt act .even charged, le t 
alone proved. In  every s ingle case 
the “ conspiracy”  consisted solely 
o f ho ld ing  and pu b lic ly  expressing 
unpopu lar po litica l views.

The shocking exten t to which 
such a fram eup system  can be 
extended was revealed in  B row ­
ne ll’s fra n k  admission th a t the 
governm ent no longer even 
bothers to c la im  actua l “ d is­
lo y a lty ”  as the basis fo r  the 
wholesale fir in g s  o f so - called 
“ secu rity  r isks .”

“ Com m unists do no t re ly  solely 
on persons who are d is loya l ahd 
those who are avowed members 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  to  steal 
G overnm ent secrets," he asserted. 
Included in  the hundreds o f v ic ­
tim ized governm ent employees, he 
revealed, were those whose “ pe r­
sonal hab ifs ”  were deemed to  be 
such as to  make them  ta rg e ts  fo r  
“ com m unist b lackm a il.”

Those ind iv idua ls  who in  recent 
weeks have taken heart from  
Republican q n ti - M cC arthy dec­
la ra tions w ill do w e ll to ca re fu lly  
consider B row ne ll’s speech. Ln 
e ffec t he declared to  every reac­
tio n a ry  segment o f Am erica, 
“ S tick w ith  us, boys. W e’ve go t 
the a b ility  and the know-how to  
enslave the Am erican people w ith  
or w ith o u t M cC arthy.”

$ 1 4 ,0 0 0  Fund Scoreboard
Branch Quota T o 'al Paid %
D etro it S 500 S 416 83
B u ffa lo 1,500 1,100 73
Newark 400 271 68
P ittsb u rg h 150 90 60
M inneapolis-S t. Paul 1,200 .657 55
Boston 500 270 54
Youngstown 150 75 50
San Francisco 700 314 45
Philadelph ia 40(1 176 44
Chicago 1,500 643 43
New Y o rk 3,000 1,303 43
M ilwaukee 250 , 95 38
Los Angeles 2,500 759 30
St. Louis 75 20 27
Cleveland " 250 50 20
A llen tow n 75 5 7
A kron 100 0 ,0
Oakland 250 0 0
Seattle 250 0 0
General 250 55 22

T o ta l th rough  A p r i l 12 S14.000 $6,299 45

Anti - McCarthy Campaign

The CIO United Steelworkers 
union announced April 6 that 
189,000 of its members, includ­
ing 7.700 in Canada, are now 
jobless. This does not include 
the still undetermined number 
working legs than 44 hours a 
week. Last January the union 
listed 118,000 unemployed.
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Donation 83c- (Includes supper 
and entertainment)

(Continued from  page 1) ®
word in the analysis o f M cCar- 
thy ism  ( i t  is g u ilty  o f f in g e r ­
snapping) and the la tes t demand 
t fo r  c la r if ic a tio n  o f who sits in 
the W hite  House).

The speakers a t th is  m eeting 
spent m ost o f th e ir  tim e  p ro te s t­
ing  th e ir  innocence o f M cC arthy 's  
smear charge th a t they are a id ­
in g  “ com m unism ,”  and belabor- 
in the  audience w ith  boasts 
about th e ir  own unsavory rec­
ords o f w itch  - hun ting . They 
dem onstrated the danger o f Mc- 
C arthy ism  on ly  by the extent of 
th e ir  ab ject fea r.

B u t enough o f these sh ivering , 
s n ive llin g  libera ls . We socialists 
don’t  look to the Republicans who 
spawned M cC arthy to  f ig h t  the 
menace o f fascism . The socia list 
cam paign is directed tow ard the 
mass o f jvo rkers and the m in o rity  
people who alone have the w il l  
and the capacity to  f ig h t  fa s ­
cism e ffec tive ly . •

Tw o weeks ago the M il ita n t  re ­
ported the v ic to ry  o f the  cam­
pa ign to g e t on the b a llo t in  
M ich igan. T h is  week’s good news 
is the s to ry  o f ou r Pennsylvania 
v ic to ry . R obert Chester, who is 
the socia list candidate fo r  Con­
gress in P h iladelph ia  summed up 
the experience o f the s igna tu re  
ge tte rs  when he pointed ou t th a t 
a rea l change is beg inn ing to 
take place in  the th in k in g  o f the 
workers. Everyone who w ent ou t 
w ith  pe titions  came back enthus­
ed by the w arm  g re e tin g  they 
had received on the streets. The 
m ost frequen t re p ly  reported was, 
“ I f  th is  is aga inst M cC arthy, I ’ll 
s ign i t . ”

T h is  was the b iggest week fo r  
con tribu tions  in the fund  drive 
th a t we have had since the cam­
pa ign began. $1417 was sent in 
th is  week. Everyone is c lea rly  
pushing ahead to  conclude th is  
cam paign in  fu l l  and on sched­
ule. Comrade P. S ta ll w rite s  fo r  
the  lead ing branch, D e tro it, “ We 
w il l  Surpass our quota by a t least 
$6. A nd we hope to ge t more 
money fro m  friends . W e’re  s t i l l  
f ly in g  h igh  and aim  to  s tay th a t 
way.”

W * received $10 in- the mail 
this week with a very shoot note: 
“Donation, to your Fund Drive. 
An. Old 'Friend:” This contribu­
tion is gratefully received as an

Anfi - Fascist 
Literature 
Campaign

P LA C E C IT Y P O IN TS
1 N ew ark 486
2 St. Paul 454
3- Youngstown 100
4 New Y ork 581
5 M inneapolis 261
6 Philadelph ia 107
7 Los Angeles 290
8 Cleveland 33
9 St. Louis 14

10 Oakland 30
A kro n
A llen to w n
Boston
B u ffa lo
Chicago
D e tro it
M ilwaukee
P ittsb u rg h
San Francisco
Seattle

T o ta l 2356

expression o f frien dsh ip  as w e ll 
as fo r  the help i t  gives.

Scores on the a n ti- fa sc is t l i t ­
e ra tu re  cam paign came in  fro m  
three more branches th is  week: 
Youngstown made th ird  place, 
P h ilade lph ia  go t a s ta r t  in  s ix th  
place and Oakland entered in  
ten th place. The to ta l po in ts  fo r  
a ll the branches .jum ped fro m  
1509 la s t week to our present 
score o f 2356.
, St. Paul sold 165 an ti-M cC ar­

thy  pam phlets th is  week. W in i­
fre d  Nelson, who has the top  
score fo r  any in d iv idu a l na tion ­
a lly  w ith  118 po in ts, w rite s : “ S a t­
urday we sent our A n ti-M c C a r­
th y  C aravan in to  W isconsin. We 
found a good deal o f A n ti-M c ­
C a rth y  sen tim ent in the Sena­
to r ’s home state and an im m ed­
ia te  response to the  slogan, “ Joe 
m ust g o !”

St. Paul has top score in  the 
sale o f the pam phlets  ̂on M c­
C a rth y  ism , w ith  New Y o rk  and 
M inneapolis close behind. Cleve­
land s t i l l  has the lead w itb  
A m erica ’s Road to  Socialism  by 
James P. Cannon and N ew ark 
has done the beet Job w ith  James 
K u tch e r’s book, The Case o f the 
Legless Veteran.

is, 1 tru s t, as free fro m  denuncia­
tion as fro m  apologetics.”  He 
does not level any d irec t a ttacks 
on Bolshevism, which d is tin ­
guishes him so sharp ly  fro m  most 
cu rre n t h is to rians o f the Soviet 
Union th a t some reviewers have 
concluded he m ust be a “ L e n in is t”  
o r  “ T ro ts k y is t.”

I t  is on ly on ra re  occasions tha t 
he slips and gives e x p lic it ex ­
pression to his rea l a ttitudes. 
(O ne g la r in g  exam ple is his iden­
tifica tio n  o f the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
the p ro le ta ria t w ith  to ta lita r ia n ­
ism, as in  his c r it ic is m  o f T ro t­
sky ’s theory o f the  perm anent 
re vo lu tion : “ to advocate the 
pro le ta rian  d ic ta to rsh ip  as the 
d irect objective o f revo lu tion  in. 
Russia . . . need n o t necessarily 
have meant a n jon o lith ic  state, 
bu t . . . in e v ita b ly  im p lied  an ap­
p rox im ation  o f i t . ” )

D ISTO R TS W H O LE  P IC T U R E
The d ifferences between B o l­

shevism and S ta lin ism  are seldom 
f la t ly  denied by Deutscher; in 
fac t, he genera lly  states them. 
B u t a fte r  doing so, he also 
genera lly  proceeds to  b lu r and 
m in im ize them. He achieves th is  
by d ra w in g  analogies between 
the methods o f.B e n in  and T ro t­
sky on one side and o f S ta lin  on 
the ' other, b y  presen ting  events 
and theories in  such a w ay as to 
make i t  appear th a t Lenin and 
T ro ts k y  (u su a lly  ou t o f good 
m otives) set the precedent fo r  
S ta lin ’ s crim es, by  g iv in g  his 
sharpest and fina l emphasis to 
the alleged s im ila r itie s  ra the r 
than to the diffe rences between 
them.

The resu lt is to  d is to r t  the 
whole p ic tu re. I t ’s as i f  L inco ln 's 
suspension o f the w r i t  o f habeas 
corpus in  a progressive and revo­
lu tio n a ry  c iv il w a r were cited as 
"precedent”  and “ ju s tific a tio n ”  
fo r  M cC arthy ’s v io la tions o f c iv il 
libe rties  today.

L e t us discuss , on ly  one o f the 
m any examples o f such d is to rtion  
th a t abound in  The Prophet 
A rm ed —  the question o f “ revo­
lu tio n  by conquest."

P O LIS H  W A R
In  1920 Poland invaded the 

Soviet U n ion as p a rt o f the gen­
eral im p e ria lis t an ti-S ov ie t c ru ­
sade. The Red A rm y  beat the 
Polish forces back to  th e ir  own 
borders. The question then arose: 
Should the Red A rm y  pursue 
them to W arsaw , o r stop at the 
're n tie r?

Lenin favored pu rsu it, f irs t be­
cause only a decisive defeat 
would remove the P o lish  th re a t, 
second because he believed the 
Polish w orkers were p repa ring  
to make a revo lu tion  and would 
welcome the Red A rm y  as an a lly  
in ove rth row ing  th e ir  ru lers. 
T ro tsky  favored stopping, be­
cause such a po licy would in ­
ten s ify  a n ti-w a r and an ti-ca p ita ­
lis t  sentim ent and action inside 
Poland and because he believed 
th a t the Red A rm y ’s en try , in ­
stead o f speeding up revo lu ­
tiona ry  developments in  Poland, 
w o u l d  prom ote pa trio tism , 
chauvinism  and an ti-S ov ie t fee l­
ing. S ta lin  wavered between the 
two positions.

There was no question o f p r in ­
cip le involved in  th is  dispute, 
on ly  o f m il ita ry  and po litica l 
s tra tegy and tactics. A l l  the B o l­
sheviks believed th a t revo lu tions 
m ust be made by the  w orkers in  
th e ir  own coun try , and tha t i t  was 
perm issib le under certa in  c ir ­
cumstances fo r  the Red A rA y  to 
act as an a u x ilia ry  fo r  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  w orkers in o ther coun­
tries .

Le n in ’s po licy  was adopted, but 
because i t  was based on a w rong 
estim ate o f  the  s itua tion  inside 
Poland i t  proved disastrous, as he 
h im se lf la te r adm itted. The Polish 
reactionaries emerged s treng then­
ed, and the Red A rm y  had to 
w ith d ra w  fro m  Poland.

F E R M E N T  A N D  FE S TE R
Now w hat does Deutscher say ? 

“ A ltho ug h  i t  had fa ile d  i t  was 
bound to  have a  deep in fluence on 
the p a r ty ’s outlook. The idea o f 
revo lu tion  by  conquest had been 
in jected in to  the B olshevik m ind; 
and i t  w en t on to  fe rm en t and 
fes te r.”  Result? “ In  1945-6 and 
p a r t ly  even in  1939-40 S ta lin  
began where he, and in  a  sense 
he and Lenin, had le f t  o f f  in 
1920-29.”  A nd so he sees a 
“ thread o f unconscious h is to ric  
co n tin u ity  w h ich  led fro m  Le n in ’s 
hes itan t and shame-faced essays 
in revo lu tion  by conquest to the 
revo lu tions con trived  by S ta lin  
the conqueror.”

Thus Deutscher, te a rin g  events 
o u t o f th e ir  context, puts on a  pa r 
Len in ’s e ffo r ts  to help a revo­
lu tio n  th a t he believed was on 
the verge o f b reak ing  out, w ith  
S ta lin ’s expansion ist po licy, which 
was m otiva ted in  g re a t p a rt by 
a desire to crush and preven t the 
spread o f genuine w o rk in g  plass 
revo lu tions in  o th e r countries. 
Len in ’s a ttem pts  to  help revo­
lu tio n a ry  w orkers ove rth row  th e ir  
oppressors and S ta lin ’s suppres­
sion o f w orkers (by  agreem ent 
w ith  the im p e ria lis ts ) —  these 
are essentia lly  the same th in g  to  
Deutspher, who sees In the  fire t 
a "precedent”  and a  “ Justifica tion ’’  
fo r  the second, a lthough in  th e ir  
actual contexts they a re  opposites.

Deutscher. does the same th in g  
w ith  the po lic ies advocated by

T ro tsky  d u rin g  the controversies 
o f 1920 1, m ention ing but then 
ig n o rin g  the specific c ircum ­
stances tha t m otiva ted them, and 
reaching th is  conclusion: “ A  
s im ila r subtle th read connects 
T ro ts k y ’s domestic po licy o f these 
years w ith  the la te r practices o f 
his antagonist. B oth  T ro tsky  and 
Lenin appear, each in  a d iffe re n t 
fie ld, as S ta lin ’s unw itting- in ­
sp iré is  and .p rom pters .”

Thus ' Bolshevism is made re ­
sponsible fo r  its  po lar opposite 
and ch ie f an tagonist, S ta lin ism , 
and the real irre co n c ila b ility  o f 
the tw o is softened and obscured, 
at least in Deutscher’s pages.

“ D IL E M M A ” ?
A long  the w ay Deutscher also 

says: “ T ro tsky  did not live  to 
w itness the momentous chapter 
which S ta lin ’s revo lu tiona ry  con­
quest has since w r itte n  in  m od­
ern h is to ry . H is a ttitu d e  tow ard 
the early  sym ptom s o f the trend 
was inconclusive. He was fo r  
revo lu tion  and aga inst conquest-; 
■but when revo lu tion  led to con­
quest and conquest prom oted 
revo lu tion , he was confronted 
w ith  a d ilem m a which, fro m  his 
v iew po in t, adm itted no sa tis fac­
to ry  so lu tion.”  (O u r emphasis.)

T h is  is one o f his more bare­
faced lies. There was no dilem m a 
and no th ing  inconclusive about 
T ro ts k y ’s a ttitud e  tow ard  S ta l­
in is t expansionism in  1039-40. 
T lie  Soviet state, he w ro te , had 
the r ig h t  to  defend its e lf  aga inst 
im peria lism , even to the po in t 
o f occupying c a p ita lis t te r r ito ry , 
and despite his opposition to  
S ta lin ’s policies, he rem ained a 
revo lu tiona ry  defender o f the 
Soviet Union to the end. F o r the 
countries seized, he advocated 
revo lu tiona ry  w o rk in g  class ac­
tion  to trans fo rm  them  in to  inde­
pendent workers states, and when 
they were incorporated in to  the 
Soviet Union by bureaucratic  
measures he favored defending 
them aga inst ca p ita lis t res to ra ­
tion  ju s t like  the rest o f the 
Soviet U n ion.

A t  the same tim e  T ro tsky  con-

tinued to advocate the ove rth row  
o f  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, 
condemning the methods used by 
S ta lin  to ga in  con tro l o f these 
countries as reactionary  because 
they repelled the w orkers o f the  
w orld  and lowered instead o f 
raised th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  con­
sciousness and in it ia t iv e .

W hen Deutscher ta lks  about a 
“ d ilem m a”  he is re fe rr in g  to  the 
d is tinc tio n  T ro tsky  correctly  made 
between the in te rests o f fhe 
Soviet U n ion and the world revo­
lu tio n  on one hand and those o f 
the Soviet bureaucracy on the 
other. Deutscher th inks  T ro ts k y  
was inconsistent because he did  
not g ive up his opposition to  
S ta lin ism  a fte r i t  began to  ex­
ecute its  “ revo lu tiona ry ”  con­
quests, which fo r  Deutscher and 
others became the s ta rt in g  po in t 
fo r  a re-eva luation  o f S ta lin ism  
as a fundam enta lly  revo lu tiona ry  
force, now c a rry in g  out the p ro ­
gram  o f Lenin and T ro ts k y  in  
“ unexpected ways.”

( I t  is th is  re-evaluation, by the 
way, th a t gives Deutscher so 
much prestige in the eyes o f the 
Pablo ites, who are re -eva lua ting  
S ta lin ism  themselves, and i t  ex­
pla ins w hy they fo llo w  his reve la ­
tions w ith  bated breath and w hy 
they are now g iv in g  out w ith  
ly r ic a l pra ise o f The Prophet 
A rm ed .)

“ NO IM P A R T IA L  A U T H O R ”
As Sam asam ajist, the Ceylon 

T ro ts k y is t paper, rem arked on. 
M arch 4: W hen Deutscher says 
th a t Stalin, was fo r  “ revolu-i 
t io n a ry ”  conquest, “ T h a t’s th e . 
them e th a t w i l l  pay w e ll. The 
S ta lin is ts  w i l l  not m ind tha t. N o r  
w i l l  the im p e ria lis ts  — i t  helps 
th e ir  w a r plans. Deutscher gets 
p u b lic ity  (and cash). A nd who 

b u ffe rs ?  T ro tsky  . . . (D eutsche r), 
who is now an a rm ch a ir observer 
o f  events, is no im p a rt ia l au thor. 
As we said, he says th in g s  th a t 
are suitable to both the im p e ria l­
ists and the S ta lin is ts .”

Some fu r th e r  rem arks on D eut­
scher’s • book w ill appear ne x t 
week.

St. Paul L ite ra tu re  A g e n t W in i­
fred  Nelson reports  the s ta r t o f 
a M innesota M il ita n t  cam paign 

in the T w in  Cities.. 
Comrades plan to 
v i s i t  subscribers 
whose subs w ill ex­
p ire  in  A p r i l,  M ay 
and June fo r  th e ir  
renewals.

“ In  add ition  to 
th is ,”  she w rites , 
“ M il ita n t  subscribers 
are very excellent 
prospects fo r  l i te ra ­
tu re  sales. A lthough  

we v is ited  m any o f them in 
January  and F ebruary  we s t ill 
have subscribers who have not 
had a chance to  buy the new 
pam phlets.

“ The S t. Paul M il ita n t  score- 
board a lready  shows 106 points, 
w ith  Paul the s ta r. B il l B. has 
five po in ts  and Jack one. Paul 
b ro u g h t in  three one - year 
renewals fro m  h is shop.”

P h iladelph ia  L ite ra tu re  A ge n t 
George Lorca reports  an en­
cou rag ing  response on the campus 
to  in tro d u c to ry  copies o f the 
M il ita n t  w ith  lea fle t attached. 
Twelve le tte rs  fro m  tw o schools 
have been received expressing in ­
terest in know ing  more about 
the M ilita n t. A t  t lie  fina l m eeting 
o f the F riends Forum  three com­
rades sold 10 M ilita n ts , seven 
an ti-M cC arth y  pam phlets and one 
Road to  Socialism  pam phlet.

L ite ra tu re  A gen t Helen Sher­
man reports  some o f the w ork  
done recen tly  by  M inneapolis 
M il ita n t  salesmen. “ B ill,  Fanny 
and 'N orm an have been se lling  
the paper and pam phlets and 
d is tr ib u tin g  m eeting notices re g ­
u la r ly  in and around a N egro 
housing p ro ject. A s  a resu lt new 
people have attended the socia lis t

fo rum  and Fanny g o t a new s ix - 
month sub to the M ilita n t.  Chester 
b ro ug h t in  a new sub fro m  a 
w o rke r contacted th rou gh  se lling  
single copies o f th e 'p a p e r and 
a n ti-M cC arth y  pam phlets in an 
apartm en t house area. Anyone 
who goes ou t to  sell ou r cu rre n t 
lite ra tu re  is bound to make 
friends  and g e t positive resu lts . 
The new one-year sub enclosed is 
fo r  a young w o rke r and vete ran 
who attended the Weiss m eeting 
on M cC arthy ism .”

M ilw aukee sends in another new 
sub th is  week —  the resu lt o f 
w o rk  by  the comrades in se lling  
over a hundred copies o f “ A m e r­
ica ’s Road to Socialism".”

New Y ork  L ite ra tu re  A g e n t 
John Tabor reports  a sale by 
M anny and E la ine o f nine M i l i ­
tan ts  and e igh t a n ti - M cC arthy  
pam phlets at a fo rum  on L a tin  
A m erica . R egu lar sales a t some 
o f the colleges and h igh  schools 
have netted a to ta l o f 10 M ilita n ts  
and 25 a n ti-M cC arth y  pam phlets.

San Francisco L ite ra tu re  A gen t 
Gordon B a iley  w rites , “ The M il i ­
tan t has been look ing ve ry  good 
these last few  weeks —  ve ry  liv e ly  
and tim e ly . We sell ou t our 
bundle each week. N ick  sells 12 
on a reg u la r rou te in the housing 
pro ject. George sells five to people 
he meets a t w ork. Jack covers the 
State E m ploym ent office reg u ­
la r ly  where he sells f r o m  e ig h t 
to 10. He expects to bu ild  up 
sales there as the same w orkers 
come down week a fte r  week fo r i 
th e ir  checks. We have also tr ie d  
se llin g  outside churches on Sun­
day m orn ings. T h is  is a  p a r­
t ic u la r ly  good place fo r  se lling  
an ti-M cC a rth y  pam phlets. There 
is a  good response to  t lie  M il i­
ta n t too. I  sold a ll I  had, 10 
copips, in  ve ry  sho rt o rder la s t 
Sunday.”
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McCarthy and Oppenheimer
Those who claimed last month that Mc- 

Chrthy was “ through" are now getting a rude 
awakening. Temporarily on the defensive in 
his dispute with the Army, the fascist Senator 
stalled for time. This maneuver received the 
cooperation of both Republicans and Democrats 
on the Senate investigating committee. After 
appointing a notorious McCarthyite as their 
committee counsel and then replacing him with 
a right wing Republican lawyer from Ten­
nessee, they set April 21 for the opening of 
their probe. On McCarthy’s request, jhey 
postponed it to April 22. But it is not at all 
sure that the probe w ill begin that day. The 
question o f procedure is still being debated. 
I f  it is not satisfactory to McCarthy, commit­
tee chairman Mundt admitted there may be 
still further delays.

These delays gave McCarthy the oppor­
tun ity to employ the tactic he has learned so 
well from H itler — when you are challenged 
on one front, • shift to another, raise naw 
charges, and make a bigger stink than ever; 
keep maneuvering until you can hit on a new 
issue so sensational that it w ill divert atten­
tion away from your weak positions and enable 
you to recover your public prestige.

That’s precisely what McCarthy has done. 
From his supporters in the FBI, and perhaps 
even in the While House, he received the tip  
that the Eisenhower'administration had in itia t­
ed “ loyalty" purge proceedings against Dr. J. 
Robert Oppenheimer, the scientist who “ built 
the A-bomb,”  because of his associations in 
the 30’s and early 40's and because of his 
opposition on “ moral grounds" to building the 
I.J-bomb.

This was a perfect issue for McCarthy at a 
time when the whole country was Swept with 
fears arising out of the latest H-bomb ex­
plosions. The H-bomb was delayed for IS

months by communist traitors in the govern­
ment, he charged on the national M urrow TV 
hookup —  the implication being that he, Mc­
Carthy, is being “ persecuted”  because he.want^ 
to save the country from the machinations of 
such traitors.

The ease with which McCarthy succeeded in 
shifting the issue indicates that he w ill be able 
to emerge from the coming Senate probe, when 
and if  it is held, without any substantial 
reduction in his power.

The reason McCarthy is able to score such 
successes is that he receives help, directly or 
indirectly, w itting ly  or unwittingly, from the 
very capitalist politicians who are supposed to 
be fighting him. The Republicans and Demo­
crats on the Senate investigating committee 
gav e him. the time to create the diversion, and 
Eisenhower’s own witch-hunt moves against 
Oppenheimer gave him the framework for his 
demagogic exploitation of the H-bomb-traitors 
issue.

Furthermore, "The Eisenhower admirtistra- 
tion in Washington is seeking not a total victory 
over but the political containment of Senator, 
Joseph R. McCarthy,”  as Washington cor­
respondent Joseph C. Harsch wrote in the April 
13 Christian Science Monitor. •

The traditional capitalist politicians w ill cer­
ta in ly never achieve a “ total victory”  over 
McCarthyism when they don’t want one. But 
they are not likely to contain McCarthyism 
either, not for long anyhow. The traditional: 
politicians in Germany thohght they could 
tame and use H itler too, but it  turned out the 
other way —  he tamed and used them. We 
predict that the present Senate probe of Mc­
Carthy w ill prove no more damaging to his 
real power than the previous probes of Mc­
Carthy that were started and thei| alldwed to 
peter out.

T * E  M T E IT Ä  t t ' t

Pablo Approves Malenkov Economic Policy

Labor’s Duty on Indo-China
W ith that precise nicety of “ im partia lity" 

for which the conservative trade union bureau­
crats in the service of the U.S. State Depart­
ment are noted, AFL President George Meany 
has delivered himself of an opinion on the 
grave Indo-China. developments. He told 600 
AEL and CIO leaders at a luncheon o f the 
League for Industrial Democracy on April 10 
pi the “ dangers”  of “ appeasement” in I ndo- 
China. He was against “ appeasement”  of 
“ both”  forces in the struggle. He was against 
the “ Communists”  who are fighting for Indo- 
Chinese independence from imperialism; he was 
likewise opposed to the French colonialists 
seeking to deny independence to I ndo-China.

When Meany says he is opposed to “ appeas­
ing'' the “ Communists" in the 1 ndo-China 
struggle he is stating nothing more than his 
opposition to genuine independence for that 
violated country and people. The people of 
Jndo-China are overwhelmingly in back of the 
Viet M inh regime that is leading the struggle. 
Even the capitalist press admits this. Not to 
support this struggle, in spite of its leader­
ship, is to renounce the inescapable duty of the 
labor movement to support freedom struggles 
o f the colonial peoples against foreign im- 

'peria lis t oppressors. -
If independence means anything, i t  means 

the right o f the Indo-Chinese to self-determina­
tion. It means their right to any political and 
economic system they choose and to relations 
with any country they see fit. It is not for us 
to dictate to the Indo-Chinese what kind

of a government they shall have and what 
form of social order.

The question before the labor movement, the 
most powerful and progressive organized force 
in this country, is whether o r not iwe are going 
to support another Korea, whether we are going 
to let Wall Street’s government drag us into 
another war of intervention against a popular 
revolutionary'movement, backed by the work­
ers and peasants, and in support of the class 
of rich capitalist exploiters and landlords.

Suppose French imperialism, for obvious 
tactical reasons, rigs up some kind of “ inde­
pendence”  for its puppet regime in I ndo-China 
in order to cover up continued brutal and 
bloody foreign domination? W ill Meany then 
drop his mask o f “ im partia lity” " and start 
shouting openly fqr all-out war by the U.S. on 
the real independence fighters, who have battled 
for the cause of freedom for eight long years?, 
That’s almost as long as the American revolu­
tionists of 1776 —  the “ Reds” of their day — 
fought the British overlords.

The real responsibility o f Meany and every 
other American labor leader, as well as every 
union organization, is to speak out in the. most 
determined and forceful manner against the 
whole drive of the bi-partisa'n Republican- 
Democratic war clique to drag u$ into the Indo- 
China slaughter. Our duty to the American 
and world working class is to mobilize a na­
tionwide fight to stop the sending of “ tech­
nicians,” money and arms to the French ma­
rauders in I ndo-China and to demand that the 
imperialists get out of I ndo-China and stay out.

By Joseph Hansen
' If  we are to believe Pablo, a 

miracle has occurred in  the So­
viet Union. The Malenkov re ­
gime has gone Trotskyist, at 
least in economic policy.

This sensational news can be 
found in th e ' January-February  
issue of Quatrieme Internation­
ale in an article w ritten  by 
Pablo himself, “Apropos the 
New Economic PldMcy o f the 
Post - Stalinists.” Pablo’s argu­
ment truns as follows:

The ifew orientation given 
by the epigones of Stalin to the 
economic policy o f the USSR and 
the ‘People’s Democracies’ in E u ­
rope is now vaunted as occurring 
under the banner of a more 
balanced, more harrhonious devel­
opment o f the transition economy 
of these regimes. I t  seeks new re­
lationships among the three fu n ­
damental branches: heavy indus­
try,. light industry, agriculture. 
I t  places stress on the necessity 
of a more rapid development of 
agriculture, rendering possible 
parallel to industry a develop­
ment of consumers goods . , 
(Quatriertie Internationale, p, 16.) 
This does not sound fa r  d ifferent 
from  some o f the speeches com­
ing out of Moscow, but the neyt 
argument, we must admit, has 
■not yet been voiced by the heirs 
o f Stalin:

“Tile conception of a  ‘harmon­
ious economy’ guaranteeing the 
continuous well -  being of the 
working masses which the team  
of epigones is now calling for, 
wag in rea lity  advanced from  the 
beginning by Trotsky and the 
Russian arid International L eft 
Opposition.” (Ib id ., p. 19.)

The conclusions Fablo draws 
from  these two premises are even 
more sweeping:

“A fte r  around 30 years of fo l­
low ing an empirical economic 
policy in the USSR due not only 
,to the fac t o f inexperience in 
M ie domain o f the concrete build­
ing o f socialism and of the con­
tradictions of the objective situa­
tion, but also to the bureaucratic 
nature o f the leadership, the la t­
ter sees itself obliged —  once 
again under the pressure of 
events, of reality , o f the mas­
ses —  to undertake a new eco­
nomic course which appears gen­
erally to adopt the main lines 
of the economic thought of the 
L eft Opposition and o f L. T ro t­
sky in particular.” (Ibid ., p. 26.)

N O  S L IP  OF T H E  P E N
Pablo means precisely w hat he 

says.. For those who m ig h t.s till 
be' inclined to th ink th a t a ll this 
is possibly only another o f those 
unfortunate slips of Pablo’s pen, 
I  o ffer the following passage 
which immediately follows the 
paragraph quoted! above:

“I t  (the leadership) recpgnizes, 
in the facts, the necessity of new 
balanced relations between heavy 
industry, light industry, agricul­
ture; the necessity of conceiving 
the real collectivization of the 
la tte r as being determined not 
prim arily  by the proletarian  
state’s means of coercion, but by 
the capacities o f statized indus­
try  and a  just economic behavior 
of the proletarian state (in  its 
role of industrialist, merchant

W hy They Bypass the UN
Secretary of State Dulles’ efforts to line up 

imperialist “ united action” to quell “ commu­
nist aggression” in Indo-China have raised the 
question of Iwhy his efforts are not being made 
through the channels o f the United Nations, 
the body established presumably-for the pur­
pose of “ quarantining aggression.” After all, 
when the Korean war broke out, the U.S. lined 
up UN sanction for intervention almost over­
night. But in the case o f Indo-China, the UN 
has become forbidden territory.

The fact that the United States has shown 
no inclination to approach the UN and that the 
French have consistently opposed any discus­
sion o f Indo-China in the UN, is a clear 
demonstration that their case is so tissue-thin 
they fear to have the issue raised even in the 
U.S.-dominated UN.

The French intervention in Indo-China is 
o f so nakedly an imperialist character that it 
has aroused the opposition of the entire Asian 
world. So strong is the feeling on thè issue that 
governmental representatives of leading Asian 
countries in the UN, despite their strong 
dependence on the U.S. for economic aid, would 
pot dare to go along with any move for UN 
support to France in Indo-China. Some would 
even feel constrained to speak out against it.

Especially after the experience in Korea, 
when the UN was quickly stampeded into sup­
port for dictator Syngman Rhee, there is little  
inclination by other nations to swing behind 
some new m ilita ry  adventure o f the Korean
type-

One reason why the UN has been by-massed 
was indicated by the Christian Science Monitor 
last May 4. “ One complicating factor is that 
this struggle is all w ith in  Indo-Chinese ter­
rito ry: and that the French, to date at least 
haye been reluctant to carry the aggression to 
the United Nations, lest the UN becomes more 
interested in investigating French colonial 
policy than in meeting aggression in Fiaos.”

We have no grounds for believing that the 
UN, which is a creature of the imperialists 
would oppose U.S. intervention against the 
Indo-Chinese people. But it is significant that 
the U.S. rulers and their French allies fear to 
entrust the matter to the UN.

The U.S. was able to cover up the brutal 
imperialist character o f its invasion of Kprea 
by obtaining UN sanctions. For the projected 
intervention in I ndo-China, however, Eisen­
hower and Dulles can fi'nd no better cloak than 
the two other leadng colonial 'powers — Britain 
and France —  and two small dependents, the 
Philippines and Thailand.

There is no guarantee, o f course, that the 
U.S. State Department won’t coerce the other 
UN countries into finally consenting to U.S. 
intervention in Indo-China. Under extreme 
U.S. economic pressure most of the UN court 
tries might give reluctant consent. But i t  would 
require such brazen blackmail and risk such 
exposure o f the. real aims of the U.S. imperial­
ists, that the White House and State Depart 
ment feel it best to ignore the UN.

and banker) in regard to the 
peasantry; the necessity of a  
stable monetary standard, as well 
as of the commercial methods 
and practices which are p art of 
the conception of the N E P , in 
order to establish the bopd be­
tween agricultural economy and 
industrial economy, so that the 
important developments of the 
latter (including the branches of 
fight industry) can lead to a nor­
mal, non - forced integration of 
collectivized agriculture in  the 
over-all plans of the economy 
and the real balance between 
production and consumption.”

W hile you are catching your 
breath before the next stretch, 
le t me remind you to take o ff 
your hat. You are in the pre­
sence of the living thoughts of 
Pablo.

LESS SO C IA L T E N S IO N ?
“ Such an economic orientation,” 

continues our thinker, “cannot 
but favor a more normal evolu­
tion of Soviet economy and low­
er, meanwhile the social tension 
between the d ifferent layers of 
the population.

“Transferred to the plane of 
the ‘People’s Democracies’ and 
of China, i t  can spare these 
countries the violent shocks, the 
sharp turns, the irregu lar rhythm  
which marked the evolution of 
the USSR itself, and in  these 
places avoid its  errors. 1

“But, in so doing, the bureau­
cracy in fact recognizes the bank­
ruptcy o f the theory o f ‘socialism 
achieved in the USSR’ as well 
as the theory of ‘socialism in  
one country’ in general.”

T hat should be enough, I  hope* 
to  show that this is no slip of 
the pen, but Pablo himself bow­
ing before the new course and 
the new genius o f the Krem lin.

W H Y  OPPOSE M A L E N K O V ?
I f  w hat Pablo says is true, 

wouldn’t  i t  be necessary fo r the 
Fourth International to haul 
down its banners calling fo r the 
overthrow o f the counter-revol­
utionary Stalinist bureaucracy ? 
Wouldn’t  i t  be necessary to end 
the Trotskyist opposition to Sta­
linism —  “Junk the old T ro t­
skyism,” to cite the slogan of 
Pablo’s lieutenant Clarke —  and 
support the Stalinist bureaucracy, 
perhaps w ith some mild but 
thoroughly loyal advice about the 
statesmanship of going 'a  step 
fu rth er and granting a  demo­
cratic reform or two fo r the ben­
efit of the masses? And i f  this 
course ware likely to be resisted 
by the ranks of the Fourth In ­
ternational, wouldn’t  i t  be advis­
able to introduce i t  in  piecemeal 
fashion, camouflaging i t  i f  ne­
cessary while a secret faction is 
organized to help put i t  over?

These are not rhetorical ques­
tions. They flow inevitably from  
“ the new rea lity” —  i f  “the new 
reality” is as Pablo pictures it. 
In  fact, Pablo has already ans­
wered these questions in the a f­
firm ative  by his whole course in 
the faction struggle he precipi­
tated in the world Trotskyist 
movement.

W hat is the tru th  about the 
economic policy of the Malenkov 
regime? Is i t  really  essentially

different from  the policy follow­
ed fo r “around 30 years” by Sta­
lin? Does i t  actually represent 
a colossal reversal, bringing  
Krem lin policy into conformity 
w ith  “ the main lines of the eco­
nomic thought of the L e ft Oppo­
sition and of L . Trotsky in par­
ticu lar” ? Or is a smaller rever­
sal involved the reversal o f Pab­
lo from  orthodox Trotskyism to 
pro-Stalinism ?

BACK TO  1921
Pablo tries to  establish that- i t  

is the iStalinist bureaucracy that 
has changed. H is method of do­
ing this is curious to say the 
least. He elucidates w hat he con­
siders to be the “Correct Com­
prehension of the N E P ,” the New  
Economic Policy which the Bol­
sheviks had to in itiate in 1921. 
And this constitutes the bulk of 
his article.

The N E P , as eveiry student of 
Soviet history is aware, repre­
sented a retreat in the policy of 
nationalization. Considerable con­
cessions were granted bourgeois 
and petty-bourgeois elements in  
the USSR. These were needed at 
the time to stimulate economic 
revival a fte r the years o f W orld  
Wiar I  and the subsequent ex­
hausting civil war.

The retreat was imperative be­
cause of the betrayal of the so­
cialist revolution in  W estern Eu­
rope by the ISocial Democracy 
which forced the newly born 
workers’ state to continue to rely  
on its own inadequate, resources, 
while defending itself from  a sea 
of foes. Pablo, however, does not 
dpal w ith  this. H is factional po­
litical needs require him. to split 
the economics o f the N E P  away 
from its politics.
. L e t us continue. Trotsky call­
ed attention to another facet o f 
the N E P . On taking power, the 
Bolsheviks were forced against 
th e ir w ill to nationalize in­
dustry a t too fas t a pace. This 
political necessity, Trotsky w arn­
ed, should not. be considered the 
norm fo r countries of more ad­
vanced technology and culture 
where the political resistance of 
the capitalists a fte r the workers 
take power can confidently be 
expected to .be fa r  less than was 
the case in Russia. But in Rus­
sia too i t  would have been su­
perior — ■ had it  been politically 
feasible —  bo nationalize only as 
the workers learned to manage 
industry' themselves. The N E P , 
besides a retreat, involved a -re ­
adjustment o f the bureaucratic 
distortions ...that, were politically 
unavoidable in  the unprepared 
workers’ management of so-call­
ed “W ar Communism.”

W hat interests Pablo is the 
universality of Trotsky’s point 
about the advisability of a tran ­
sitional stage a fte r the workers 
come to power, a stage in which 
they try  to make the change- 
over from  capitalist manage­
ment to workers’ management 
as smooth as possible. Pablo ex­
pands this into a far-reaching  
conclusion:

‘‘W ith  the historic retreat and 
the experience acquired since in  
other examples, certain of the 
principles and of the characteris­
tics of the N E P  appear from

here on out as part o / the ab­
solutely inevitable in itia l phase 
of the economic policy to which 
the proletarian state w ill resort 
before attain ing the stage of a 
victory including the advanced 
capitalist countries, and even a f­
ter, during a period before the 
national economies are based on 
an international planned econo­
my.” (Ibid ., p, 17-18. Emphasis 
in the original.)

That sounds obscure and ab­
stract until you recall that Pab­
lo is of the firm  opinion that we 
still have “ several centuries” of 
deformed workers’ states before 
us. In  that context he presents 
us with a „“ law ” that applies to 
all workers’ states fo r genera­
tions to come, whether degener­
ated, deformed, or normal. I t  is 
a “ law,” therefore, th a t applies 
w ith  fu ll force to the entire So­
viet bloc today.

On Pablo’s historic timetable, 
Trotsky’s point about the read­
justment aspect of N E P  still ap­
plies to the Soviet Union. A fte r  
all, 30 years is only about 
orre - seventh of several centu­
ries, roughly speaking. Thus 
when the Stalinist- bureaucracy 
a fte r “around 30 years of fo l­
lowing an empirical economic 
policy” announces that i t  intends 
to follow “a new economic course” 
that corrects the old “ errors” by 
achieving a harmonious balance, 
Pablo concludes that “the main 
lihes of the economic thought of 
the L e ft Opposition and of L. 
Trotsky in particular” have fi-, 
nally been adopted by the Krem ­
lin. This gives us ground fo r hope 
tdyat a fte r the in itia l floundering 
q^bund the Krem lin w ill stay on 
the beam fp r the next 170 years.

I t  also demonstrates w hat the 
Pabloites mean when they say 
that thè time was never so pro­
pitious as now fo r the spread of 
Trotsky’s “ideas.” I t  explains too 
why the need fo r constructing 
revolutionary parties has lost all 
meaning to them.

W H A T  A B O U T ’ T O D A Y ?
This scholastic exercise in spin­

ning sweeping abstractions from  
p art of w hat Trotsky had to say 
about the N E P  of 1921 does not 
provide us w ith  much substance 
about the world of 1954. Is  the 
Stalinist bureaucracy still faced 
with the problem of the N E P ?  
Is that the key question in the 
Soviet Union todky? And fo r the 
next 170 years?

And as fo r going Trotskyist in
economic policy, has the ¡Malen- ... , ,
kov regime S f l S j
more 'than, a ffirm  some benevo­
lent intentions toward the mas­
ses? So fa r  as facts are con­
cerned, the most the Pabloites 
have been able to give us is the 
speeches of the Moscow bureau­
crats. Are these trustworthy?  
True enough, mass dissatisfac­
tion is high in the Soviet Union  
and the bureaucracy is under 
considerable pressure to make 
concessions. But do promises of 
concessions e q u a l  concessions 
themselves? And do concessions 
equal adoption of the economic 
thought of “L. Trotsky in par­
ticular” ?

The tru th  is that the [Soviet 
Union .happens rig ht now to be

Strike of Forced Laborers in Soviet Camps
Among the Krem lin’s measures 

of “relaxation,” preparatory to 
the Berlin Conference, was the 
repatriation of a certain number 
of German civilians who had been 
deported to the USSR. Among 
these was the journalist B rig itte  
Gerland. She was arrested in 1946 
in tfce Russian sector o f Berlin  
for having collaborated w ith the  
W estern press. She spent seven 
years a t  Vorkhuta, the principal 
Siberian coal center, situated be­
yond the Arctic Circle. There, in  
6Q camps, around 500,000 forced 
laborers were prisioners o f the 
N K Y D . She l^as jnst published 
some extremely interesting infor­
mation.

According to B rig itte  Gerland, 
these prisoners were divided into 
three principal groups. Ukrainian  
peasants formed one of these 
groups; they became guerrillas 
in 1939 when Poland was p arti­
tioned, fought f irs t the Russian 
forces, then the H itle r  forces, 
then again the N K V D  troops. 
Deported, w ithout any political 
or ideological organization, they 
were the least prepared fo r any 
sort of resistance to the condi­
tions a t the camp.

The second group was compos­
ed o f “believers” ( “Veruchtchi” ), 
condemned fp r “religious ag ita­
tion” ; these propagandists of the 
Gospel, belonging to d ifferent re­
ligious sects, are members of 
underground movements which 
survive in the USSR in  spite of 
repression, and are nourished on 
the rebirth of religious illusions, 
inevitable under a regim e of to­
talitarian  oppression.

“P U R E  L E N IN IS T S ”
F inally , the third group was 

composed of intellectuals, stud­
ents from  'Moscow, Leningrad, 
Kiev or Odessa, and is the nuc­
leus o f a particularly intense po­
litical life ; those among them

who deserve special mention are 
the “children o f the 1937 gener­
ation,” sons and daughters of 
the old Bolsheviks whom Stalin  
slaughtered by the thousands a t 
the time of the great purge. The  
children, brought up in state in ­
stitutions, who had to overcome 
a thousand difficulties to get into 
the university, fin a lly  met in the 
camps, where they enjoyed free­
dom a t last to exchange their, 
ideas without constraint, and to 
work out a common political line.

Their programs claimed to be 
the “ pure doctrine of Lenin” ; re ­
pudiating the regime of Stalinist 
oligarchy, they are not in  the 
Ieas( attracted by parliam entary 
capitalist democracy; according 
to th e ir formulation, they w ill 
not let themselves be bought. by 
autos and nylon hose; they are 
fighting  fo r a socialist society, 
in  which intellectual liberty w ill 
have its place, thanks to the de­
centralization o f the state. Power 
w ill belong to collective organ­
isms of workers and peasants 
whose model, in accord w ith Le­
nin’s teaching in State and Rev­
olution, they see in the Paris  
Commune —  instead o f in the 
democratic Soviets of 1917, whose 
true history they evidently do 
not know.

One of their groups was ac­
tive in Moscow from  1948 to 
1950, organizing small discussion 
groups and iiistributing leaflets, 
until the N K V D  arrested several 
hundred of them. They were con­
demned to forced labor a fte r a 
dramatic secret tr ia l.

A F T E R  1948
A fte r  1948, the political pris­

oners were separated from  the 
ordinary prisoners and were isol­
ated in special camps where they  
were watched closely. This con­
centration o f political prisoners 
naturally favored th e ir ideologi­

cal development as well as the 
b irth  of resistance movements. 
The change in m aterial condi­
tions helped also; in 1948, the 
food situation in the USSR was 
considerably ippr0ve;d. A  special 
order increased ’ the 'daily ration  
of bread in tjie c&mips ftfom 400, 
to 800 g ram ! a  day, ami meat, 
fish, margarine appeared. From  
then on, i t  became possible to 
live in the Siberian work camps, 
instead of dying more or less 
rapidly because of the frig h tfu l 
working conditions in clearing 
away the snow or carting bricks 
a t 40 below in the. polar night, 
fo r 12 to 14 hours out of 24.

Having reached an agreement 
w ith  the “believers,” the stud­
ents set out to w in the adminis­
tration, posts inside the camp. 
This was facilitated by the res­
pect fo r their higher, culture fe lt  
by the semi-illiterate guards who 
had been put in charge o f the 
camps by the state m in istry of? 
security. They especially reserv­
ed fo r themselves the posts of 
“brigadiers,” prisoners who or­
ganized the work of the “b ri­
gades” outside the camps. Thanks 
to their ab ility  a t keeping the 
papers in  order a t  all times, in  
such a w ay th a t the norms o f 
the plan always appeared to be 
filled  100%, little  by lit t le  they 
were able to improve the w ork­
ing conditions^ iSo successful 
were they th a t a fte r 1950, re ­
signation gave place to hope and 
figh ting  spirit a t Vorkhuta, and 
underground organizations m ul­
tiplied w ith in  the camp.

A F T E R  S T A L IN ’S D E A T H
The death of Stalin aroused 

great hopes; but nothing change 
ed. The' amnesty affected only 
the civil prisoners. General D e- 
rewerko, commandant of all the 
political camps, declared that 
“the millions of ‘political erim

inals’ w ill not he released, fo r  
they constitute too great a dan­
ger to the security of the state.” 
The fa ll of Bferia awoke new 
hopes which proved equally vain.

Then the idea of a strike, which 
had been much agitated fo r in 
the secret councils, began to take 
hold. The group of “ intellectuals” 
and th a t of the “believers” were 
agreed on it. The Ukrainian group 
was opposed; then, in July 1953, 
a' young U krain ian killed a w ell- 
known inform er. Under the “law  
against terro r in the camps,” he 
was condemned to death and ex­
ecuted w ithin 48 hours. Immed­
iately, 680 Ukrainians stepped 
Work; the students hastily or­
ganized strike committees, pick­
ets, and distributed thousands of 
leaflets copied by hand. The strik­
ers demanded the freeing of all 
the prisoners, declaring them ­
selves ready to stay a t the work 
area fo r five years longer, but 
as free workers.

On July 20, 1953, the 7,000 
prisoners of the f irs t mine p it 
had stopped work. By July 23, 
25 pits were in the strike; on 
July 25, all 50 pits — 1 about 250,- 
000' prisoners, or half the popul­
ation o f Vorkhuta.

H igh functionaries of the N K ­
V D  arrived by plane from  Mos­
cow; a t firs t, they promised va- 

•rious concessions —  permission 
to w rite  tw ice a month instead 
of twice a year, rig ht to receive 
an annual v is it . . .  As the strike 
continued, they resorted to force; 
August 1, 1953, 120 leaders of 
the strike were shot. But the 
strike Continued, and was still 
going‘fu ll force when the author 
le ft Vorkhuta on August 4. B r i­
g itte Gerland could see from  the 
station, where m ilita ry  reinforce­
ments were arriving, an inscrip­
tion in huge red letters: L iberty!

(Translated from  La Verite, 
French Trotskyist paper).

racked by one of the severest 
agricultural crises in its history. 
As in previous crises, the Sta­
linist bureaucracy has attempted 
to meet the situation by purges, 
selection o f scapegoats and fra n ­
tic efforts to patch things up. 
A ll of this “ empirical economic 
policy,” as in previous crises, is 
accompanied by fantastic prom­
ises that take in not a few  
“friends” of the Soviet Union  
abroad.

W hat the promises about a  
harmonious economy (in  one 
country governed by a counter­
revolutionary bureaucracy) re ­
duce down to was expressed re ­
cently by Voroshilov: “The task 
has been posed that in two or 
three years it w ill be possible to 
buy' all the necessities in every 
city and every ru ra l district. The  
task, comrades, is not an easy, 
one, but it w ill be accomplished.”  
(Pravda, March 11.)

B y “necessities” Voroshiiloy 
means not only the autos, T V  
sets, butter, steaks, silks and 
perfumes sought by the bureau­
crats, but the shoes, oleomar­
garine, salt, matches and kero­
sene fo r the fam ily  lamp sought 
by the workers and peasants. P a­
tiently  w a it another two or three 
years, says the Stalinist bureau­
crat, and i t  w ill be “possible” to 
buy “the necessities.” T h a t’s the  
“new course” that Pablo in ter­
prets in the official magazine 
of the Fourth International as 
an adoption of the economic 
thought o f “ L. Trotsky in par­
ticular,”

N O T  R E A L L Y  N E W
Despite its seeming novelty, 

Pablo’s expression o f confidence 
in the economic policies of the 
IStalinist bureaucracy is not real­
ly new. Listen:

“Our platform  stood the test 
splendidly. From a fighting doc­
ument i t  became the platform  
of the party.”

Those were the words of K a rl 
Radek. (The M ilita n t Dec. 21, 
1929.) Th‘e p latform  was th a t o f 
the L e ft Opposition to which 
Radek had belonged. The “ party” 
was the Stalinized apparatus to 
which Radek'capitulated'. Smilga 
on the eve of his capitulation to 
Stalinism even wrote a document 
“On the Defense of the Platform  
of the Bolshevik-Leninists.”

W hat proved decisive fo r many 
capitulators in those years, be­
sides the slander; economic pres­
sure, torture, prison, concentra­
tion camps, etc., was the le ft  

His an- 
■year plan, 

which had long "been advocated 
by the L e ft Opposition, was taken  
by them to mean that Stalin had 
adopted “the main lines of the 
economic thought o f the L e ft Op­
position and of L. Trotsky in 
particular.”

Trotsky, calling attentiqn to 
the political conditions that were 
part of the package deal, ob­
served: “ Under these conditions, 
po one sees in the new five-year 
plan the expression of a consid­
ered and more or less assured 
course to the L eft. No one, un­
less i t  be the capitulators.” (The  
M ilitan t, Nov. 30, 1929.) Pablo’s 
dupes should m ull that over.

ASK; “W H O  A N D  W H Y ? ”
O f the principal rationalization  

of the capitulators —  that Stalin  
had adopted the platform  of the. 
L eft Opposition, a t least in its  
“main lines” —  Trotsky said: “ I t  
is a poor statesman who takes 
a political line in short fra g ­
ments, not asking himself w hat 
elements are carrying out that 
line and fo r w hat reasons. H av­
ing got into an economic blind 
alley, the Stalinist cadres, g r it­
ting  their teeth, are carrying out 
a le ft  zig-zag, which by force of 
circumstances and of the struggle 
itself has carried them much 
farther to the le ft, than they  
wished.” (The M ilitan t, July 1, 
1929.) This le ft turn did not howl 
Trotsky over on all fours before 
the bureaucracy. But then T ro t­
sky was not a capitulator like  
Radek and —  Pablo.

In  extenuation of some of the 
1929 capitulators, i t  should be 
recalled th a t S ta lin ’s new eco­
nomic courfee, in  contrast to M a­
lenkov’s current rightist political 
line, was accompanied by the 
Comintern’s “Third Period” u ltra ­
le ftis t politics. This was taken  
by innumerable people to signify 
th a t in addition to Trotsky’s eco­
nomic thought Stalin had adopt?-' 
ed Trotsky’s political thought as 
well. Therefore, w hat was the  
point of maintaining the L e ft  
Opposition i f  its ideas, both 
economic and political, were find ­
ing fertile  response in the bur­
eaucracy itself?

Trotsky, however, warned: “The 
pVesent-day policy represents, no 
less a danger and in certain as­
pects a greater danger than the 
policy of yesterday.” (The M il­
itan t, March 15, 1930.) T hat same 
warning applies in 1954 w ith  in­
comparably greater force a fte r  
30 years experience w ith  counter­
revolutionary Stalinism.

Let the ranks of the world 
Trotskyist movement ponder that 
warning as they read the shame­
ful arguments Pablo uses to just­
ify  his public capitulation to M a­
lenkov in the official magazine 
of the Fourth  International.



The Negro Straggle
By Jam Blake

The 'Fight for Freedom'
The West Coast Regional Office of the Na­

tional Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People struck a terrible blow against 
the Negro struggle on March 28. A t a Fight 
for Freedom Rally sponsored by the NAAGP 
in  Oakland, Calif., the officers o f the organ-' 
ization distributed a leaflet labeling six organ­
izations and publications, including the M ili­
tant, as “ subversive and unAmerican.” 
Franklin H. Williams, secretary-counsel of 
the West Coast NAACP, reportedly warned 
the audience against the M ilitan t and urged 
those iwho bought copies to throw them in the 
ashcan.

Last week’s issue o f this pape'r carried a 
copy o f the letter o f protest sent to  the NAACP 
by the editorial staff o f the M ilitan t. It 
(demanded a public retraction‘ and apology for 
the slanderous attack on this paper; promised 
to  defend the M ilitan t’s reputation and rights 
by every principled means; and explained how 
the McCarthy-type actions o f W illiams con­
tribute to weakening “ not only o f democratic 
traditions, but the struggle for Negro equality.’’

I ’d like to add a word on what W illiams did 
to  the “ Fight for Freedom,’’ the NAACP’s 
campaign to  w in complete emancipation for 
American Negroes by 1963, the hundredth 
anniversary o f the Emancipation Proclamation.

First, he discredited the NAACP. He raised 
a question in the minds o f members and friends 
o f the organization as to whether the campaign ■ 
is firm ly  based on the traditional position of 
the NAACP that “ c iv il liberties are indivisible” 
and must be extended equally to all.
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One of the first reactions 1 heard to the news 
of “ W illiams’ subversive lis t”  was: “ The 
NAACP is just like all the other opportunist 
groups —  w ill sell out anyone else’s civil rights 
for a few crumbs for themselves." 1 found it 
necessary to caution this person against the 
danger o f falling into the error o f judging a 
group by the faults o f an individual: in this 
case, blaming the whole NAACP for the un­
principled action of Williams.

Secondly, in the Fight for Freedom, as'in 
any other serious fight, it is most important 
never to forget who is the enemy. A t a time 
when freedom for all fs being curtailed, when 
traditional c iv il rights are being turned into 
their opposite, when attempts to win emancipa­
tion Trom the Negro ghettoes are being met 

, w ith bombings and violence in Cleveland and 
Chicago, when race-haters are flocking to the 
McCarthyite lynching bee — at such a time to 
suddenly turn and launch an attack on the 
M ilitan t is, at best, criminal stupidity.

In the Fight for Freedom, Brother Williams, 
the enemies are the white supremacists and all 
who are against democratic rights and their 
extension . . . remember?

To repair the damage to  the NAACP and 
make it  possible to close ranks for the united 
effort necessary to struggle successfully against 
the fascist threat to all c iv il liberties, an about- 
face must be made from the course on which 
the West Coast NAACP office has embarked.

The NAACP must disavow W illiams' “ sub­
versive”  lis t and reaffirm its traditional goal 
of advancevient o f colored 'people, not adapta­
tion to the current form o f reaction.

Schools vs. Jails
' By Joyce Cowley .....

Politicians, courts and investigating com­
mittees have made a number o f proposals in 
recent weeks designed to regiment New York 
C ity ’s teen-agers. I f  these measures are passed, 
young people w ill be subjected like criminals to 
constant supervision and intim idation by the 
police.

The C ity  Council has proposed a curfew to 
keep all youngsters under 18 o ff the streets 
after ten at night. Teen-agers returning from 
work or evening classes Would need special per­
mits to be out after this hour. Violations would 
be punished by fining parents or sending them 
to  ja il. This Jaw would make it  impossible for 
16 or 17-year olds, many of them holding down 
full-tim e jobs, to go to  a movie in the evening. 
A vote on , the curfew was postponed until 
Mayor Wagner’s committee on delinquency 
had a chance to study it.

Another C ity  Council proposal, backed by 
m ajority leader Sharkey, Commissioner Moses 
and businessmen, would make parents pay for 
acts o f vandalism committed by children. 
Child welfare and civic organizations opposing 
the b ill point out that punishing parents creates 
antagonism in the fam ily and intensifies emo­
tional conflicts:

The Kings County Jurors Association made 
a proposal that all school children be finger­
printed in order to identify leaders of juvenile 
gangs. They also called for “ sterner classroom 
discipline, protection o f teachers and the addi­
tion o f more policemen to the force.”  They 
attacked progressive education and “ self ex­
pression.”

'Parents organizations immediately condemn­
ed the Grand Jurors’ recommendations. Harold 

: Siegal, executive secretary o f the United 
Parents Association, called i t  “ degrading and

defeatist”  and said it  "smacked of a police 
state. I t  rs shameful that responsible citizens 
should fa ll back in such a helpless way on a 
show of force.”

Joseph Lyford, director of staff of the Public 
. Education Association, stated that “ no parent 

is going to tolerate proposals that w ill turn our 
schools into police stations and cell blocks.”  He 
suggested the “ addition of several thousand 
teachers and guidance counselors rather than 
the creation o f a policemen’s army.”

The courts, too, are eager to stop “ coddling” 
youthful offenders. This week three young men, 
one 21 and the other two 17, were condemned 
to the electrical chair for robbery and murder 
These two boys of 17 are the youngest criminals 
ever sentenced to death in New York state. One 
o f them was not directly involved in the crirhe 
but acted as a lookout.

But cops and judges face one very serious 
obstacle to the “ get tough”  policy. There aren’t 
enough jails. Justice H ill of the Children’s 
Court reports that “ jails are overflowing and 
culprits cannot be held in custody even 
single night. Young muggers, arsonists, thieves 
and vandals o f both sexes cannot be punished 
because there aren’t any more available de­
tention pens.”

A ll over the country there is an acute short­
age of two types of facilities for young people 
— jails and schools. Politicians in C ity  Hall, 
Albany and Washington seem more concerned 
about the jails. They’ve got a program to “ ad­
just”  youngsters to society that’s a lot simpler 
than better housing, new schools, guidance and 
iecreation. “ 1 believe,”  Mayor Wagner said, 
"that the police officer on foot patrol is the 
greatest deterrent to crime ewer devised in this 
age of scientific miracles.”

Labor Party  
Is Key to 
FEPC Fight

By Sam Jordan ̂
ST. R A U L  —  M y union got a 

letter asking for a delegate to 
attend a N A A C P  conference on 
FEPC  and unemployment. So I  
went.

The conference was to prepare 
community pressure on the state 
legislature fo r a  state FEIPC law  
in  1955. One union delegate said 
that unfa ir practices in hiring  
are tied up w ith unemployment 
and the two problems should be 
attacked together as i political 
issues. But the N A A C P  officials 
wanted no ta lk  about unemploy­
ment. They wanted to lim it the 
discussion just fo r a state law on 
fa ir  employment practices.

The officials wanted a non­
partisan approach, w ith  support 
from the Republicans, Democrats, 
churches and lodges . —  from  
anyone against unfa ir employ­
m ent practices. W ith  all this 
support they would approach the 
Minnesota legislature in 1955 and 
demand a state FE P C  law.

Another delegate opposed this 
approach. He said these are poli­
tical problems that must be 
solved by a Labor Party. I  didn’t  
speak, but this is the way the 
problem looks to me:

To fight discrimination in hiring  
is like fighting a disease. F irs t 
you find the cause, and ’then you 
eliminate it.

The N A A C P  officials ta lk  âs i f  
u nfa ir hiring is caused by pre­
judice, ignorance on the p art of 
the bosses. We must educate the 
bosses to recognize our rights, 
the officials imply, and everything  
w ill be all right. Everyone, even 
the Republicans, can help us 
educate the bosses, the officials 
say.

I f  we had waited fo r a ll the 
respectable people to protest what 
the bosses were doing to us, like  
the N A A C P  officials want to do, 
we workers would still be unor­
ganized. Now we know our 
demands are political and we must 
support a political party to win 
them.

Discrimination, like low wages, 
is not caused because the boss is 
thoughtless or prejudiced. Duiing  
the w ar the bosses hired Negroes. 
During layoffs discrimination 
reappears. Prejudice is only an 
excuse to hide the real reason why 
the Negroes are the last hired 
and first fired. The bosses use 
discrimination as a good way to 
weaken the unions.

In  times of unemployment 
when the workers need to be 
united the most, the bosses use 
discrimination to divide the w ork­
ers among themselves. Frightened 
fo r their jobs, the workers begin 
to fight among themselves fo r 
work. The bosses promote racial 
hatred so the w hite workers won’t 
object when the Negroes lose their 
jobs.

iSo you see, unemployment and 
discrimination are tied together. 
We must fight them as one 
problem.

But under capitalism there is 
always unemployment and in ­
security. A slowdown in the war 
preparations has resulted in the 
recent layoffs and the severe 
plight of the Negroes. We need a 
political party w ith a program  
that can give us jobs without w ar 
scares. W e really need a Labor 
Party with a socialist program.

Sears Goes, Jenkins Comes

OPPOSES N E W  “K O R E A .”  C arl Stellato, 
president o f the powerful Ford Local 600 of the 
CEO United Auto W orkers, declares in  a lead 
artic le  in  the A p ril 10 issue o f the union’s paper, 
Ford  Facts, “ W e th ink the American people 
should be on guard to  see that we are not dragged 
into another ‘Korea’ in an e ffo rt to pull French 
chestnuts —  which have already been, burned —  
out o f the fire.”

*  *  *

P E A N U T S . E m il Lindhal, president of the 
Nassau-Suffolk C IO  in New York, mailed a 
peanut to every Congressman in Washington to 
demonstrate w hat their ta x  - cutting program  
means in the way of Savings fo r working people.

*  *  *

DOGS G E T  M O R E H E L P  T H A N  V E T S . 
“Around 52% of the beds in  V A  hospitals today 
are  filled w ith men ta lly -ill veterans,” largely be­
cause o f lack of a  psychiatric screening program  
a t  the time Of discharge from  the service and 
the absence o f . a  followup program to aid in 
readjustment to civilian life , charged Mrs. Daisee 
Haberman, national president o f the Jewish W ar  
Veterans A uxilia ry , in an A p ril 4 speech in  
Cleveland. A t  the close, of W orld Wlar I I ,  she said, 
the arm y spent astronomical sums on its canine 
corps to rehabilitate the 10,000 dog-members be­
fore releasing them to civilian life . “The same 
type o f readjustment program is denied serv­
icemen,” she charged.

*  *  *
F E A R S  H-B O M B , K IL L S  H U S B A N D . The

United ¡Press reported A p ril 8 th a t a Columbus, 
Ohio housewife shot her 'sleeping husband to 
death because “The H-Bomb is coming and none 
o f us w ill be alive.”

*  *  *
A C L U  BOARD GETS S H A R P  R E B U K E . The 

national board of the American C ivil Liberties 
Union drew a  scathing attack from  its 'Northern 
California Branch fo r its issuance, in clear viola­
tion of the expressed wish o f its membership, of 
a “policy statement” denouncing the Communist 
p arty  as “an international conspiracy to seize 
power.” The A pril issue o f the Northern California  
A C LU -N ew s editoria lly declares: “ I t  is not the 
business of the A C LU  to pass judgment on the

Communists; the Chamber of Commerce, Labor 
W all Street, Socialists, the F B I, the Republican 
and Democratic parties or any other groups. The 
A C LU  has the lim ited, non-partisan purpose of 
intervening when and only a t the point when  
there is a violation of civil liberties. I f  any person 
w ith in  the A C L U  wishes to  fight the foregoing or 
any other groups they should do so outside the 
A C LU .” The editorial expresses the opinion that 
the national board is “apparently suffering from  
hardening o f the arteries.”

*  *  *

NO  T IM E  FOR U N E M P L O Y M E N T  R E L IE F .
N early £00 “anti-communist” bills have been in­
troduced into Congress since January, 1953. They 
range from  measures to  outlaw the Communist 
P arty  to  bills to deny veterans benefits and gov­
ernment loans to “subversives.”

*  *  *

C L E V E L A N D  E M P L O Y M E N T  PROSPECTS  
D IM . There are now 30,000 jobless in  Cleveland, 
the highest number since August, 1950, and the 
layoffs are continuing, according to  the March 
29 Cleveland ¡Press. Basing itself on a State E m ­
ployment Service survey, the paper reports that 
the bulk o f those unemployed are unskilled and 
semi-skilled workers, who are finding i t  in ­
creasingly difficult to find new jobs. In  few  cases 
do employers anticipate calling back all of those 
laid off. “This year is an employers m arket,” 
says the Press.

*  *  *

FOO D D IS T R IB U T IO N  TO  P ITTS B U R G H  
JOBLESS M USH RO O M S. The County Purchasing 
Agent in the Pittsburgh area, now organizing the 
distribution of free federal surplus foods to  
fam ilies of workers h it  by unemployment, says 
“ W e are now being flooded w ith  requests fo r  
aid.” HiS original estimate of 41,000 fam ilies in 
need of such aid was quickly upped to 100,000 
a fte r locals o f the United M ine Workers, United  
Steel Workers, Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen 
and A F L  Central Labor Union made known the 
urgent needs of th e ir membership. The March 25 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reported that union 
spokesmen have demanded representation on the 
boards established to handle the food distribu­
tion.

Boston attorney Samuel P. Sears (center) had to withdraw  
as counsel for the Senate probe of M cCarthy a fte r i t  was 
revealed that he was an ardent M cCarthyite. Shown w ith him 
are acting ’ committee chairman Mundt (R , N . D .) and Sen. 
Jackson (D , W ash.), committee members who replaced Sears 
w ith  another rig ht wing Republican, Ray Jenkins of Tennessee.

STEEL WORKERS STRIKE 
K8KIRST SPEEDUP MOVE

BALTIMORE, A p ril 7 —  Close to 10,000 CIO steel­
workers struck against Bethlehem Steel Company a t the 
Sparrows Point plant here last weekend, in  protest against 
the fir in g  of a worker in  th e®
hot strip mills.

The men in the hot strip mills 
have been working a four-day  
week the last two months. In  
true depression style the com­
pany began a speedup program, 
demanding five  and six days’ 
tonnage in four days. Together 
•with this they anticipated laying  
o ff several hundred more w ork­
ers, violating an agreement w ith  
the union “to provide w ork” 
wherever possible.

Rank - and - file  resentment 
against this speedup started an 
organized “slowdown” in  the hot 
mills. The ir resentment was Shar­
ed by workers in the six finish­
ing mills who began to suspect 
that the same fa te  was in store 
for them. Fears were expressed 
that this was a move by the com­
pany to “stock up” for a long 
strike June 30 in or.der to des­
troy the union.

A key man in the 68 hot m ill 
was discharged by the m ill super­
intendent last Thursday fo r fa il­
ing to speedup. This became the 
signal fo r a walkout in  the hot 
mills, which have a long trad i­
tion of union struggle. Word  
spread to the finishing mills, 
where people began saying, “-If

A fte r conferring with Eisen 
hower, Senator Ferguson (R -  
Mich.) announced A pril 6 he is 
drafting a law that w ill expand 
the president’s original proposal 
to strip  citizenship from anyone 
convicted of “conspiring” to over­
throw the government. The F er­
guson bill w ill h it “anybody ivho 
takes allegiance to the Communist 
cause.”

we let tberh get away w ith  f i r ­
ing one man »now, they’ll be fir­
ing rig ht and le ft later.” By 
Friday on the second shift all 
the finishing mills, represented 
by Local 2609 of the C IO  United  
Steelworkers, had walked o ff  the 
job in support of the hot m ill 
workers.

MASS M E E T IN G  
More than 2,500 men and worn 

en showed up a t a mass meet­
ing called by the union Monday 
morning. Impressed by this tu rn ­
out, the local president solidar- 
jzed himself w ith  the brothers 
from  the hot m ills, calling them  
men “w ith  red blood in  their 
veins” who “by the sweat of 
their brow had earned decent 
working and living conditions.” 

He served notice on the com­
pany that no “goon” would drive 
the steel workers back to con­
ditions of 25 years ago. He got 
the biggest -hand when he warn 
ed the company that i f  they a t­
tempted to fire  any member, “ we 
w ill man the gates.” He advised 
the members to go back to work 
with the clear mandate of an 
armed truce under which only 
“n o r m a l  working conditions” 
would, be tolerated.

The workers returned to the 
job w ith  renewed confidence in 
their strength and a determina­
tion to woi’k a t a normal pace.

Brownell’s List 
Lambasted by 
Pa. Legislator

< By James Kutcher
On Feb. 17 and March 29 a congressman from  Penn­

sylvania named Herbert P. Eberharter got up in  Congress 
and attacked the A ttorney General’s “ subversive”  lis t. He
is a Democrat, but he calls h im -® -
self an “old-fashioned” lawyer 
who finds i t  hard to understand 
the “newfangled concept” in­
volved in the “ subversive” list, 
and most o f w hat he has to say 
on this subject makes very fine 
reading.

In  his first ta lk  Congressman 
Eberharter said, “ M r. Brownell 
announced th a t he had determin­
ed to lis t this organization (N a ­
tional Lawyers Guild) as sub­
versive. A t  the same tim e he 
stated that he was going to serve 
notice on the guild of his inten­
tion to list the organization so 
that i t  could then have a hear­
ing before him.

“ I  must admit th a t I  learned 
my law in the old-fashioned way  
and have not yet caught up w ith  
these new innovations. The way 
I  learned law, decisions were sup­
posed to be made a fte r notice and 
hearing and not before,

“I  think it  is necessary fo r the 
House seriously to ponder this 
question. Can we trust this par­
tisan, politically minded attorney 
general, or fo r that m atter any 
other attorney general, w ith  the 
power to label any organization 
as subversive? . . .

“ To my mind, fo r the attorney 
general to label and slander any 
organization that has done noth­
ing illegal, bbcause the attorney 
general does not like the way  
that organization operates or be­
cause i t  opposes some position 
taken by him, amounts to a  gross 
artogation of power. I  think it  
time that we put a  stop to this 
attem pt to govern the country by 
smear and labeling.”

Returning on March 29 to the 
“hearing” procedure announced 
by Brownell, he noted: “ The A t ­
torney General says to the organ­
ization, I've got something on

you —  i f  you w ant to, you can 
come in and prove to me th a t 
you're ‘O .K .’ . . . Indeed, the 
procedure sounds more -like a 
piea fo r mercy than a hearing. 
The organization is practically  
adjudged guilty to begin w ith , 
and i f  it crawls enough to please 
the Attorney General, he m ight 
have the grace to grant them  
absolution.

“Which brings me to the last 
aspect of this so-called hearing  
procedure. Who is i t  th a t makes, 
the final decision as to whether or 
not the organizations are sub­
versive or O .K. ? W hy, M r .  
Brownell, himself, the man who 
started the, whole business in the 
first place. . .”

(H e ’s wrong on this last point. 
The whole business wasn’t  started 
by Brownell, but by his Demo­
cratic predecessor, Tom Clark. 
Brownell is only continuing w hat 
the Democrats began.)

W A R N IN G  ON M ’C A R T H Y
Turning then to McCarthy, the 

congressman warns; “ W e can 
indeed shortly look forward to 
the tim e when the Democratic 
P arty  and h alf of the Republican 
Party are added to the subversive 
list, because they fa il to win the 
approval of this particular in­
dividual.

“That is, we can look forw ard  
to that time, unless those of us 
who do not like i t  rise up here and 
say, ‘We have had enough,’ and 
w ill not let this thing go one step 
further. I hope many of m y col­
leagues w ill give support to the 
position I  have taken.”

There isn’t much chance of his 
colleagues doing that, but I  hope 
the American people w ill hear or 
read Congressman Eberharter’s 
views on this question, and w ill 
say, “ We have had enough.”

. . .W H Y  DID THEY D IE ?

Two amendments aimed at 
ending discrimination and segre­
gation in federal housing were 
defeated in  the House o f Rep­
resentatives April 2. The votes 
were 110 to 87 and 113 to 74.

Farm  C h ild ren  Lack  
One Good M eal A Day

B y  R . G a le
SAN FR A N C ISC O , A pril 3 —  

Starvation stalks farm  workers 
in the great central valley of 
California, it was reported in 
Kings County today. I t  is estim­
ated that from 10 to 15% of the 
5,000 elementary school children 
are going hungry because their 
parents, m igratory farm  workers, 
can find no work. This situation 
came to light when the School 
Superintendent, Gerald L . Jaco­
bus, asked the County Sapervi 
sors for additional funds to fu rn ­
ish free lunches at the school 
cafeterias. “ I  want to be sure 
these children get one square 
meal a day,” he said.

This is happening while Pres­
ident Eisenhower negotiates a 
treaty w ith Mexico allowing un­
restricted imm igration of M ex  
ican nationals fo r w ork in the 
fields! This new treaty w ith  
Mexico was the culmination of 
a long series of events Which 
fina lly  led to a victory fo r the 
corporation farmers. When the 
treaty  fo r importation o f Mexic­
an nationals expia-ed last fa l l  the 
Mexican government refused to 
renew the treaty  without safe­
guards fo r their people. Eisen­
hower’s, answer bo this was the 
recruitment of “ illegal entrants” 
fo r work on the farms. B y a un­
ilateral act of the U'.S. Govern­
ment they sought to legalize 
w hat was illegal before. This

tremendous pressure from  the 
North forced the capitulation of 
the Mexican government on the 
question o f guarantees on wages 
and working conditions fo r M ex­
ican nationals.

W hy do the' Associated Farm ­
ers and other organizations of 
the large commercial farm ers de­
mand an oversupply o f farm  la ­
bor? They claim th a t their crops 
are perishable and must be h ar­
vested a t just the moment they  
ripen. Because there is a  grain  
of tro th  jn  this contention the 
farm ers can get the ear of the 
legislators in their demand fo r  
an oversupply of labor. However, 
the tro th  of the m atter is that 
the crops could be harvested with  
a greatly reduced labor force. 
This was demonstrated during 
the last w ar when thousands of 
farm  laborers deserted the fields 
to Work in industry.

H ID D E N  S U B S ID Y
The real reason behind the 

drive fo r an oversupply of farm  
labor is the desire o-f the cor­
poration fanners to reduce the 
already low liv ing standards of 
the farm  workers. W ith  a large  
reserve arm y it  is possible to cut 
wages and p it one section of the 
farm  workers against another. 
A t the same time the amount of 
work any one worker can expect 
to get is cut down, w ith  the re­
sult that they have a smaller an-

nual wage. This in turn  throws 
them on re lie f that much faster.

This re lie f which the farm  
worker must get every year in 
order to  live is a  hidden subsidy 
that the general public pays to 
the corporation farmers. The re- 
suits are twofqld: the pauperiza­
tion of large numbers of farm  
workers, who have no hope of 
anything better, and the enrich­
ment of the corporation farmers 
and the concentration of land in 
ever-larger holdings.

News stories of farm  workers 
in distress are an annual occur 
rence in  the farm  areas. Usually 
they are held up as horrible ex­
amples of shiftlessness. This year,
■with unemployment general, this 
note has been lacking. The dis­
tress of m igrant farm  workers 
is no less real because of this.
This recurring hunger in the 
midst of fe rtile  fields is p art of 
a social system that condemns 
large sections to want and hun­
ger in the midst of plenty.

W ith  a rational system of plan­
ning fo r production the farm  
economy could be put on a sound 
basis where all who labor in  the 
fields would be guaranteed an 
annual wage large enough not 
only 'to supply daily wants but 
to cover a comfortable standard 
of living. The spectacle o f thou­
sands of fam ilies wandering over 
the face o f the land in search of an Washington sang out glowing 
work must be stopped. I accounts of the magnificent des-

( Continued from  page 1)
And now, the reasons? The 

town o f Cheektowaga, a  suburb 
a t Buffalo’s eastern boundary 
line, has a beautiful new school 
in the Cleveland H ill sections. I t  
is a clean-looking, a iry yellow 
brick building only a "few years 
old. But adjoining it  was another 
building, a long, low barracks­
like structure o f wood, the school’s 
annex. I t  was this annex, w ith  
its jammed windows and poor 
ventilation, its fau lty  heating sys­
tem and lack o f adequate fire  
exits, that went up in a plume 
of flam e and carried o ff w ith  its 
black smoke the lives of its l i t ­
tle  students.

Something or other started the 
fire . There was recently painted 
scenery fo r a school play in  an 
adjoining room. A  small hole was 
found in  the exhaust system of 
the furnace (found by the ex­
perts digging fo r clues when the 
ten were dead and the other four 
were dying in  their hospital beds). 
The school’s stationary engineer, 
a distraught man who loved chil­
dren, has been suspended.

But the .reasons, the real rea­
sons? W hat is the narrow im ­
mediate cause? W hat is the spark 
th a t sets o ff the powder magazine 
. . .  i f  the magazine is not there 
already, w aiting fo r the spark, 
fo r any spark?

The reasons go deep into the 
framework of society. The wild  
animals of the jungle protect their 
young with all the fu ry  that 
tooth and claw can provide. But 
in the jungle of capitalist society 
the young are allowed" to die like 
this. This is not to say that the 
individual parent cares less for 
his child. Every parent in the 
city of Buffalo and in its sur­
rounding towns shuddered when 
the horrible news came over the 
air and in the press. But the so­
ciety in which we live permitted 
this disaster to occur.

There have been surveys. They 
have shown that schools all over 
the land are firetraps. They have 
demonstrated that the allocations 
of funds set aside foa* education 
and educational facilities are p iti­
fu lly  inadequate.- Board of Edu­
cation funds in city a fte r city 
have been slashed while politi­
cians have voted themselves in ­
creases in salary.

STORY OF H -BOM B
And perhaps there is another 

reason, not a conscious one, but 
one buried deep in the minds of 
those who rule this stage of 
things. The day that the Buffalo  
newspapers screamed out the te r­
rible headlines proclaiming this 
catastrophe, they carried also 
the story of the hydrogen bomb.

The architects of destruction

tructivC powers of this weapon. 
W ith  lyrical inspiration they tiold 
of how any city in the world 
could be reduced to charred ashes 
and radioactive dust. (Weep fo r  
14 children whose lives have been 
burnt away in a fire trap  school, 
but as you weep feel, i f  you can, 
a surge of .pride in the hydro­
gen bomb w ith  its label, “ Made 
in Am erica.” ) L ife  has grown  
ve ry  cheap under capitalist so­
ciety, Millions, billions are spent 
in the development of weapons 
of incredible horror, while pen­
nies set up safeguards fo r the 
young of that society.

SW P D E M A N D S  IN Q U IR Y
When the tragedy occurred tha  

Socialist Workers P arty  sent an 
immediate press release to both 
of the big newspapers of thé city  
of Buffalo, the Courier-Express 
and the Evening News, demand* 
ing an immediate public inquiry  
into the disaster. But both pa* 
pers (who have not hesitated to  
print red-baiting smears against 
the party ) did not see f i t  to p rin t 
it. Meanwhile a secret investiga* 
tiort went on w ith  only crumbs 
of news leaking out occasionally 
to the public, while bereaved 
parents, almost hysterical w ith  
grief, assailed the secrecy.

The SW P called also fo r the 
inquiry to be conducted by labor 
and civic groups "w ith the rig h t 
of every citizen, who either ha3 
children in the public schools o i  
pays taxes fo r their maintenance, 
to be fu lly  heard,” so that the 
possibility of a whitewash m ight 
be averted.

A t the time o f this w riting , a3 
we have said, bits of inform a­
tion have come out. There w in  
be a final report. The black ruins 
which today stand under guard  
in the snow w ill be cleaned away, 
and some mechanical safeguards 
w ill be added. But no serious im ­
provement can take place until 
the grasping hands of capitalist 
politicians have been wrested from  
their control of the underpaid, 
understaffed, inadequate school 
system^,

And this cannot happen until 
the workers themselves take over 
control of this system and all the  
rest of society as well and run  
it  in the interests of all of man­
kind. A t that time the lives of 
children —  and of adults as w ell 
—  w ill come to have more value 
in this world than they do today.

Louis P. Marciante, New Jersey 
A F L  president, urged the Eiseh- 
hower administration to do some­
thing about unemployment, or 
else “ the Republicans w ill lose 
control of the country and we may 
bring forth a leader bvho w ill 
make Franklin  Roosevelt look 
like a conservative.”


