Unions Express
Fears of Coming
Republican Rule

By Thomas Raymond
The political outlook of U.S. union heads, as seen from
comment in the union press on the future under a Republi-
can administration, is mainly one of apprehension. Fear

of the incoming regime,
warnings to labor to tighten its
ranks and prepare to defend itself
are the most common notes
souded by leading publications of
CIO, AFL and independent unions,

Hardly any of the union leaders
or union papers have given any
answer to the question: How can
Jabor defend itself? The clearly
indicated road for labor, the
formation of an independent labhor
party, is not advocated by any
national union paper or leader.
Most of them favor the continua-
tion of the bankrupt policy of
support to the Democrats,

A further note that is' being
lightly sounded in some parts of
the. labor press is that of con-
ciliation toward the Republicans.
Some of the union leaders ap-
parently hope to play friendly
and roll with the punch, or avoid
the punches altogether. But this
is not yet a widespread hope,
with most of the labor press
emphasizing a gloomy outlook for
the coming years.

TYPICAL COMMENT

Alex Rose, president of the
United Hatters, Cap and Millinery
Workers International TUnion,
AFL, writes in the Nov. 15 issue
of the Hat Worker: “Remember
that the best we can hope for
from the new administration is
that it will not be openly hostile
to labor’s interests. We can no
longer hope for a favorable and
cooperative approach to our
problems from Washington."”

In Justice, organ of the Inter-

and ®

D

Union, we find: “For the first
time in 20 years, (labor) will be
without great and good friends in
Washington.” Textile Labor, pub-
lished by the CIO Textile Work-
ers Union, heads one of the
articles in its Nov. 22 issue: “All
GOP Signs Point to Lean Years
Ahead for Labor.” Elsewhere it
refers apprehensively to the
“punitive and reactionary plans
of Republican bosses.”

Ford Facts, published by mili-
tant and powerful Local 600 of
the CIQ auto workers union, says
on Nov. 22: “The Eisenhower
landslide victory means lean years
for organized labor until at least
the next Congressional electiong,
obgervers declared.” In the same
issue, z group of reporters from
the Ford Motor Plant wind up

shot: “See you in the soup line!”
A previous
organization of a labor party.

WOULD LIKE A HOLE

With this outlook for labor,
one would certainly think that
the top labor leadership ~‘would
give serious attention to the
problems of labor strategy in the
coming period. Thus far there is
absolutely no sign that they have.
Their strategy to this moment
might be summarized in this
single sentence: “We're hoping
for the best, but if we had a nice
deep hole we'd erawl into it.”

Some of they union papers and
leaders are making stalwart and
“militant” statements, For ex-

national Ladies Garment Workers

(Continued on page 4)

HIGH COURT TO RULE
ON JIM CROW SCHOOLS

By George Lavan

On December 8 the U.S.

last start hearing arguments on the unconstitutionality
of Jim Crow segregation in the public schools.
Lawyers for the National Ag-®

gociation for the Advancement of
Colored People will show how
Jim Crow schools in South
Carolina, Kansas, Virginia and
the District of Columbia deprive
Negro childven of their equa]ity'
under the law “guaranteed” by
the 14th Amendment to the Con-
stitution.

In the reaction following the
destruction of Reconstruction de-
moeracy in the South the Supreme
Court interpreted the 14th
Amendment so that it protected
corporations but not Negroes.
Under the court’s “separate but
equal” doctrine Jim Crow was
legalized. Needless to say, the
Jim Crow schoolg have not been
equal in facilities to those for
white children.

The NAACP will arguo that
separate schools can never be
equal, not just because facilities
or not equal but because they
carty the poison of racial pre-
judice. In support of its brief, the
NAACP has filed statements of
32 /of the country's leading
sociologists, pyschologists, psy-
chiatrists and anthropologists
which conclude that ‘“regardless
of facilities which are provided,
enforced segregation is psycholog-
jeally detrimental to members of
the segregated group.”

PREPARE EVASION

While friends of racial equality
hope that the Supreme Court will
deliver a basic decision outlawing

Jim Crow in the public schools,

Supreme Court will at long

the white supremacists have al-
ready prepared to evads such a
ruling.

Governor Bymes of South
Carolina, former Roosevelt right-

their column with the parting|
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By John G. Wright

the Jewish origin of the defend-
ants ir the dock.

In all the previous frameup
trials, from the monstrous Mos-
cow Trials in the Thirties to the
frameups a few years ago of
Rajk in Hungary, Kostov in Bul-

hand man and Supreme Court|
Justice, and now a force in Eisen-
hower’s councils, intends tol
abolish the public school system
«f South Carolina rather than end
segregated education.

On November 4 the South
Carolina constitution was amend-
ed by referendum to allow the
state officials to close public
elementary and secondary schools
and to sell those school properties
now owned by the state to private
individuals and associations.

IN CHARACTER

This readiness of the anti-
Negro ruling class of South
Carolina to junk the public schools
is historically in character. The
Southern ruling class bilterly
fought free education which came
to South Carolina and other
Southern states as the result of
Negro efforts,

In a recent article in the “Who
Mad: America?" series the Mili-
tant described the campaign of
the working class in the first half
of the 19th Century which led to
the ostablishment of free public
schoolg in the North. But the
South never had any public school
system till after the Civil War,
Under slavery, the plantation
owners opposed free schools for
the poor whites and made the

(Continued on page 2)

garia, Gomulka in Poland, there
was an  undereurrent of anti-
Semitism. As a matter of fact,
this was also true of the very
first attacks, after Lenin's death,
against Leon Trotsky and the
anti-Stalinist opposition he then
led inside the Soviet Union.

In the Slansky frameup in
Czechoslovakia, anti-Semitism has
been brought venomously to the
forefront, Heading the list of 14
defendants, of whom 11 are of
Jewish origin, is Rudolf Slansky,
former General Secretary of the
Czech Communist Party, life-long
agent, of the Kremlin, With few
exceptions, notably that of
Clementis, former Mmister of
Foreign Affairs, the list of the
prominent. defendants is a roll-
call of the Kremlin's one - time
most trusted Czech agents.

It was they, under Slansky, who
directed the 1948 coup in that
country. It was Slansky who
started the purge in 1949, vie-
timizing Clementis among others,
bhefore he and his henchmen were
themselves ensnared.

The charge of *“Zionist con-
spirators” is ranked in the in-
dictment as second only to the
customary charge of “Trotsky-
ism.” According to the Cominform
periodical For a Lasting Peace,
For a People’s Democracy of Nov.

21, “the charge against =all of

One of the outstanding features' ants)
of the frameup trial that opened ¢ 1 ;
Nov. 20 in Prague, Czechoslovakia, | nationalist traitors and enemies
the biggest of its kind to-date in|f the Czechoslovak people.”

Eastern Europe, is the stress on!

them (tsat is, ALL tHe defend-|
is that they are “Trot-|
skyite-Titoite, Ziomist, bourgeois-

They allegedly conspired “in|
Czechoslevakia, as in all the coun-
tries of people’s democracy,” to
detach these countries from thel!
Soviet Union with the aim of
joining up with “the camp of
imperialism.” They allegedly dam-
aged Czecheslovakia economically,
financially, militarily, engaging in

espionage, sabotage and murder.l
Collectively and individually, the!
defendents  also assumed the
blame for all the evils, crimes,
and difficulties of the regime —
for bad working conditions, for
the fuel shortage, for cuts ‘in
electrical supply to homes, for
the decline in foreign trade, ete.

Slansky himself is singled’ out
not only as “an agent of the U.S.
intelligence service” since 1930,
but as “also a representative of

international Zionism” all this

Stalin Makes Jews Scapegoats in Czech Tridl

while. Bendrich Geminder, former
head of the International Depart-
ment, is characterized as a “Trot-
skyite” and “a Jewish bourgeois
nationalist,”

A third defendant, Otto Fischl,
former " Deputy Minister of Fi-
nance is referred to as “a high-
ranking agent of the Israeli in-
telligence service.” A fourth, A.
Simone “alias Otto Katz,” former
editor ‘of Rude Pravo, central
organ of the Czech CP, is brand-

(Continued on page 8)

STATE DEPT. MANEUVERS TO GET UN
APPROVAL OF U.S. STALL ON TRUCE

By Art Preis |

Washington's deadly maneuvers|

fa block a truce in Korea, except|™m

on terms dictated by the U.S.
military, have been repeated in
the United Nations Assembly.
There the U.S. State Dept. has
attempted to shove through a
blanket approval of U.S. conduct
of negotiations at Panmunjom,
where American generals and ad-
mirals stymied an armistics for
nearly a year with their phony
“voluntary vepatriation” issue.

Much to its chagrin, the State
Dept.'s move in the UN has met
a humiliating rebuff from its own
allies, who show great reluctance
to support the fighting in Korea.
Despite the economic coercion and
political blackmail that Washing-
ton can and does exert, it was
able to line up only 21 out of 60
counirvies in the UN behind the
State Dept. sponsored resolutionl
to approve the U.S. moves at
Panmunjom.

This further confirms the long-

svident fact that the war in
Korea has been prolonged for so
any months solely because of the
stalling by Wall Street’s striped-
pants boys and brass hats in the
truce negotiations.

The India delegation hass put
forward: a so-called *“compro-
mise’’ plan to end the controversy
over prisoner repatriation that
the U.S. spokesmen claim is the
sole remaining obstacle to a truce.

India’s plan, it is rumored, was
advanced only after New Delhi
had received indications from
Peking that the New China gov-
ernment does not look with dis-
favor on the proposal. We have
no facts either to confirm or deny
this.

India’s plan still contains the
“voluntary repatriation™ that the
U.S. has insisted on. Nevertheless,
U.S. representatives have thus
far refused to accept the plan and
are cemanding ‘‘amendments.”
What U.S. spokesmen called a

“split” took place between Wash-

ington and London, which en-
dorsed the India ‘plan despite
U.S. objections.

VISHINSKY’S STAND

Vishinsky, the Soviet Union’s
spokesman in the UN, hax at-
tacked the India plan sharply. It
is not clear at this writing what
the position of China and Nerth
Korea is, although there is
speculation about a difference be-
tween Mosoow and Peking. Vishin-
sky again made pointed reference
to the Geneva Convention of
1948, which was aimed at the
Soviet Union and which the U.8.
helped to draft. This express!
requires the repatriation of all
war prisoners regardless of their
desire to the contrary,

The U.S. did not object, of
course, to the proposal for
“voluntary repatriation” in the
India plan. The State Dept’s
spokesmen complained especially
about the suggestion that prison.

(Continued on page 4)

GOP Money Cabinet Follows Democrat

By Harry Frankel

Eisenhower’s new cabinet ap-
pointments brought no surprises.
They showed only what everyone
expected: that Lhe new Repub-
lican administration would con-
tinue the Democratic policy of
furning over important sections
of the administration to top
‘finance-capital. In his first six ap-
pointments, the General who wil]
hecome president on Jan., 20
removed from office two lawyers,
a politician and three bankers,
and replaced them with two law-
vers, two politicians and two big-
shot industrialists.

John TFoster Dulles, the Wall
Street lawyer, will take over the
State Department from Dean
Acheson, also a top-flight corpora-
tion lawyer. In the very important
post  of Scc.'l'et:n'y of Defense,
Charles E. Wilson of General
Motors will replace” Robert A.
Lovett, of Brown Brothers and

Harriman, Wall Street invest-
ment bankers.

As Secretary of the Treasury,
George Humphrey of Cleveland
will carry on where John Snyder
leaves off. Humphrey is one of
the most important industrialists
of the nation, while Snyder, whom
he replaces, was a- medium-scale
banker in St. Louis.

However, where the new Treas-
ury man will more closely
represent big capital than the
old, in the Mutual Security post
a politician will replace a banker.
Harold Stassen will take over
from a top Wall Street figure, W.
Averell Harriman, former head
of the UP. railrnad, and partner
in the investment banking firm
of Brown Brothers and Harriman.

Herbert Brownell, described ag
a “business lawyer,” will head
the Department of Justice, re-
placing James P. McGranery,
former judge and Democratic
hack. And finally, Douglas Me-
Kay, whose original business was

that of large-scale Cadiallac

dealer in the Northwest and who
went on from there to become
Governor of Oregon, will take
over as Seeretary of the Interior,
replacing Democratic politician
Osecar Chapman.

MORE OF THE SAME

From thig survev it can be seen
that the direct influence and ad-
ministration of the capitalist class
will be very heavy in Washington
under the coming administration.
But it will not be much heavier
than urder the Democrats, since
it would be very hard for anv ad-

Street. controlled, to outdo the
record of the Democrats in this
vespect,

On the eve of making

appointments, Eisenhower con-

comment  on  their talk with

Eisenhower, but it is a good guess

ministration, no matter how Wall-

Lhese |

that they were involved in the
Jeenssions of new  versonnel,
since that is the newly-elected
aresident’s chief conern at the
present,

The Wall Street Journal, in an
interesting sidelight on the ap-
nointment of Wilson of General
Motors, inadvertently revealed
mneh about the process by which
major party nominees are chosen
in the nominating conventions.

“As politicians tell the story,”

the Nov. 21 Journal said, *“the
influence of Mr. Wilson’s Gen-
eral  Motors was very nearly

decisive in swineing the Michigan
delegation to Eisenhower at the
Chicago convention. The auto in-

dustry was split between Taft
and Tke — with TFord officials
backine Gen. Eisenhower and

forred with, among others, Win-|Chrysler executives lining up with
throp Aldrich, chairman of the My, Taft. The G.M. influence,
Chase National Bank, and Georee | exercizsad in part through Arthur

Whitney, Chairman of J. P. Mor-| Summerfield, one of its largest
oan Co. The bankers refused to|dealers

and mow head of the
Republican National Committee,
aelped tip the scale in Michigan,

And when Michigan plumped for
Ike, it helped tip the larger scale
at the national convention.”
Wilson is head of the largest
single capitalist  industrial in-
stitution in this country, the G.M.
Corp., which employs almost a
half-million workers and has a

larger share of government war
contracts than any other com-
sany.

George Humphrey of Cleveland,
tead of the M.A. Hanna Co., the
Pittsburgh Consolidation Coal Co.,
and many other outfits in a giant
oligarehic chain of iron, coal and
«teel interests, was reportedly
recoramended for his new job by
Paul G. Hoffman, head of the
Ford TFoundation and formerly
president of the Studebaker
Cerporation and Emest T. Weir,
open-shop steel magnate. Hoffman
was an Eisenhower backer, buf,
like many another top financier
and industrialist, he has also been
an important administrator and
policy-maker in the Democratic

regime. He served as head of the

European arms and aid program
before going into the Ford
Foundation.

Taft supporters in the Repub-
lican Party are reportedly miffed
at Eisenhower as a result of these
zppointments. They appear to
concur in the Dulles appointment,
but close friends of Taft insist
that he was not consulted on the
new cabinet. He was not even
asked about the choice of Hum-
.phrey, a Taft supporter in 1948
who sat out the 1952 Republican
convention battle, despite the fact
that it is considered bad etiquette
for a party head to make an ap-
pointment. without checking first
with the Senators from the ap-
pointee’s home state.

This appears to show that
Eisenhower. has no intention of
giving over ‘the reins to “Taft-
ism,” but is determined {0 con-
tinne the basic foréign and
domestic policy of the present ad-
ministration, which is the policy
approved by the inner-ciréle of

Wall Street.

Wrong to Go Into Korea, Say

American People In New Poll

Changing of the Guard

Letters Put

Pressure

On Gen. Eisenhower
To End War Speedily

By Joseph- Keller

A majority of Americans have been opposed to the
U.S. intervention in Korea and believe it was wrong ever
to have sent U.S. armed forces there. U.S. troops are being
kept in Korea now against the will of the American peo-
ple. These facts — repeatedly stated by The Militant —
are again confirmed by the latest Gallup Poll findings on -
the popular sentiment against the Korean war.

ican voters have felt that our
participation in the war was a
mistake — and they still think
so today,” concludes George Gal-
wp, Director of the American In-
stitute of Public Opinion, on the
pasis of a national poll completed
just three weeks before the presi-
dential election.

Voters were asked: “Do you

think the United States made g
mistake in going into the war in
Korea, or not ?” Of those who held
an opinion and answered the ques-
tion, there were 53.7% who said,
“Yes, a mistake,” and 46.3% who
said, “No, not a mistake.”
Including those who had “no
opinion,” the “Yes"” answers were
43% of the total; the “No,"” 37%;
and “No opinion,” 20%.
In a poll taken in August 195Q,
.two months after the U.S. inva-
sion of Korea began, 656% thought
it was “not a mistake” and only
20% that it “was a mistake.” By
March 1951, only 39% thought it
“not. a mistake,” while 50% said
it was. In April 1952, the number
who thought it was wrong grew to
51%; only 35% still held it was
right.

A large percentage of “no opin-

ion” persons polled before the
elections, the subsequent elec-
tion results would indicate, were
actually of the view that the U.S.
should not have gone into Korea.
Gallup himself interprets the “no’
opinion” votes that way and
states: “The Korean war probably
contributed more to the Demo-
cratic defeat Nov. 4 than any
other issue.”
That this js still the burning|
issue for the American people is
shown by the pressure being ex-
orted on Eisenhower, especially
from parents af Gls, to get the
war ended in a hurry and “our
boys back home.”

“

“For almost two years Amer-¥

“It has been reported from the

General’s vacation headquarters
in Augusta, Ga., that ending the
Korean war is the favorite topic
of the letter writers who daily
pour thousands of missives into
the Eisenhower mailbags,” reports
voris Fleeson in the Nov. 18 N.Y.
Post. She adds: “The General did
not promise to end the Korean
war or to do anything specific
about it; he promised to go there
personally.” .

It is true that Eisenhower did
not promise in so many words
that he would end the war and
withdraw the troops. But he de-
l.berately conveyed that impres-
sion. The people are right in in-
sisting that he made an implied
promise and in demanding that
he live up to it.

There are powerful minority
forces who are demanding a con-
tinuation and extension of the °
war. Eighth Army Commander
General Van Fleet has called for
additional divisions of U.S. troops
for another offensive to “crush”
the powerful, well-entrenched
Chinese and North Korean armies.
Columnist Marquis Childs stated
in the Washington Post that, ac-
cording to the view of Van Fleet
and his fellow officers, “the ef-
fort would entail an estimated
50,000 casualties, . . ” The Navy
gold braid, he also reports, “is
pushing for a new mass landing
such as the brilliant assault at
Inchon. . . ”

That's what the military are
thinking. Eisenhower is one of
“their boys.” He cannot be de-
pended on to end the war; he cer-
tainly has no intention of with-
drawing American troops from
Korea, even with a truce. But that
is what the American people want.
They feel it was wrong to go into
Korea in the first place and the
only good thing the U.S. can do is
get out of there without any more
delay.

HARVESTER

by the union and the company.
The new ¢ontract is a victory for
the company.

The contract grants a seven
cents raise and an improved
vacation plan-but gives the com-
pany the right to re-classify all
jobs, re-time piece-work and
make re-adjustments where they
deem “excessive” rates are being
naid. Pay for stewards while in-
vestigating grievances is dis-
continued.

The CI0 and AFL policy of
non-support coupled with the red
hysteria were main causes of the
set-back. For 14 weeks these
workers faced company-inspired
attacks. The House Committee on
Un-American Activities used stool
pigeons and newspaper headlines
to connect the strike with alleged
‘“red cells,” and picture it as a
Moscow-inspired plot. Hundreds
of cops were detailed to provoke
bloodshed and create an nt-
mosphere of violence. In three
nlants, "West Pullman, East
Moline and Rock Island, fink

groups filed petitions for an
NLRB election.
Midwav through the strike,

William Foster, a seab at the Me-
Cormick works was killed near
his home. No evidence linked

END GRUELING STRIKE

By Frank Roberts

CHICAGO, Nov. 17 — The strike of the Farm Equip-
ment Workers Union -against International
ended yesterday as FE locals ratified the contract signed

Harvester

@

Foster's death with the union,
Yet his death was made the ex-
cuse to invade strikers' homes and
pick up local leaders by the
dozen.

Harold Ward, Negro leader of
McCormick Works has been in-
dicted for the killing. The union
charges a frame-up. Ward had
been active for years in Stalinist
front organizafions and in 1950
attended & Furopean Peace Con-
ference and visited ‘Moscow. That
seems to be the main “evidence.”

While the new contract is a
serious set-back for the union, its
very existence after 14 weeks of
this strike is testimony to the
courage and loyalty of thousands
of Harvester workers. This morn-
ing hundreds of workers assembl-
ed in front of the Tractor plant
and with heads high marched back
in behind union president Pete
Nenuty.

The set-back suffered by the
Harvester workers is also a set-
back for other workers. Today it
is Harvester, tomorrow it may be
Ceneral Motors, Ford or US Steel,
There must be no repetition of a
situation like this where a umion
under savage attack is left to
face it alone.
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“BREAKING THROUGH
THE SOUND BARRIER”

By Joseph Hansen

I don’t care for a bucket seat, particularly in a jet
plane tearing straight down to earth at around 850 miles
an hour. But if you like sensations such as that I ean high-
ly recommend the new British film *“Breaking Through
the Sound Barvier.”

Personally, I enjoyed the less strenuous scenes such
as the jet ride across France, over the Alps and Greece
to Cairo. I was astonished at the power and speéd of jet
planes; and admired the photography — rocks at the-end
of an airstrip tumbling along the ground under the force
of a jet exhaust, a wheat field whipped by a plane skim-
ming past like a projectile, vapor trails eight miles or so
up in the sky, stone faces of the Acropolis gazing at what
man has achieved in the air. Sounds like a documentary,
I'll admit, but I prefer to mention these things instead of
the love interest although even that is better done than
what's been coming out of Hollywood since the witch-hunt-
ers lit their faggots in the Los Angeles suburb:.

What puts this picture in the four-star bracket, how-
ever, is something else again. It is the theme — the power
of an idea. The story worked out on the sereen by Terence

Rattigan, the seript writer, and David Lean, the producer-
director, is the story of what power an idea can have. This
is the core that holds everything together, giving the film
extraordinary vitality and grip.

The artists did it despite severe handicaps. They could
have taken a great progressive idea like socialism and
shown its capacty to dominate the human mind, to call
forth the greatest sacrifices, to inspire the imagination
and make the will something of steel. That material would
have been easier to handle — but then the film would have
been banned.

Consciously or not — most likely not — they took
instead the idea of overcoming a difficult obstacle in nature
to technological progress, the barrier encountered by planes
reaching the speed of sound where the laws that hold at
lower gpeeds change qualitatively.

Since a progressive political figure is excluded by the
current witch-hunting atmosphere, they could have taken
as the man imbued with the idea, an inventor, an engineer
or a scientist. But such people are typically poor or at least
not wealthy. How overcome the difficulty of getting his
theories tested? The picture might have to be renamed
“Breaking Through the Money Barrier,” and the self-
anointed censors that plague us nowadays might have
found it objectionable, even ‘“subversive.”

The artists chose a capitalist as the protagonist. He
has the means to carry out an idea, even one that seems
hare-brained. And this is an additional safeguard against
the witch-hunters who might get a queasy feeling about
a picture dealing with such a dangerous topic as thought
and the elemental force it can have.

The capitalist as the man powered by a progressive
idea is out of place in our day and age and I had to smile
at the whimsy of an oligarch with the character of a revo-
lutionary like this owner of an airplane factory whose main
incentive is not profit-making.

However, I can overlook stretching things like that,
.because the basic theme is honest and dead right. People
do devote their minds and lives and total energy to great

senility

'

William Green Long Symbolized
Horse-and-Buggy Craft Unionism

By George Lavan

The late Willlam Green, for 28
yearq president of the American
Federation of Labor, symbolized
the narrowness, incompetence and
of the encrusted AFL
leadership.

Sam Gompers, founder of the

ness union” philosophy, died in

international unions didn’t want
another. They wanted a figure-
head with a conservative craft
outlook, 'who would not int@rfere
with them. Green fitted the
specifications.

He controlled 'no powerful
unign. Most AFL workers: had
never even heard of him. An of-
fice holder since the age of 27,
he had risen in the bureaucracy
through ‘the death of AFL Coun-
cil members above him.

President Green never disap-
vointed the men who made him.
Their unions seabbed on and raid-
ed one another and he never in-
terfered. And he never interfered
with the racketeering and cor-
ruption that flourished in some
internationals. The AFL stagnat-
ad and declined in membership
but Green never veered from the
near-sighted course of “pure and
simoie” eraft unionism lald down
by (rompers

Only against socialists and
sther radicals, or advocates of
industrjal unionism, did he show
his teeth. And this was as the
AFL bureaucrats and the corpora-
tions wished.

BETRAYS TEXTILE STRIKE

Creen's role In American Labor
can best be reviewed by looking
at a few episodes of his career,
For example, in 1929 the AFL
Lad tossed in its lap a golden
opportunity to organize the
‘Sou'.-h‘ Creen  was personally
[ identified with this organizing
drive and its failure.

Southern textile labor — from
Virginia to Alabama and west te
Tennessée — was in revolt from
1929 to 1931, By thousands gaunt
men, haggard women and stunted
childyen, who worked 12-hour
chifta and lived in ramshackle
company villages clamored for

Dies at Age of 79

T:

AFL and formulator of its “busi-|

1924, ITe had been-an autoerat;|§
and the presidents .of the "AFL|

William Green, late president of the American Federation of
Labor, shown presiding over the last convention of the AFL in
New York's Hotel Commodore. At this convention, Green favored
change in traditional AFL policy of hands off in presidential
clections, gave backing to Stevenson.

shot them and framed the lead-
ers,

The principnl cause of the
failure of the strikes was hunger.
The strikers were starved out.
The AFL bureancrats refused to
vpen their bulging treasuries to
turni=n adequate relief. In Marion,
N. C., where six strikers had been
killed and 26 seriously wounded,
the AI'L even abandoned the
starving families of men who had
heen killed for the union.

In Danville, Va. — site of the
bigeest textile mills in the South
— the union ecould not afford
license plates for strike autos and
union business had to be done on

unions.
Green made 3 speaking tour in
the Sonth — Mot to talk to the

workers but to the bankers, mill
owners and their ilk. He described

from recognizing the AFL. They
applauded po]ttelv but when their
workers started joining the AFL,
they fired them, evicted them,

the benefits they would receive|

foot. Finally Green came

 Danville to make an announcement
of “tromendons importanee,’” Tt
was that the strikers should 2o
' back without anything
company would take them.
company wouldn’t, so the AFL
leaders faked a ‘victory” an-
nouncement uand called off the
strike., Next day when the union

if the!
T]lel

men erowded the mill gates to
get their jobs back, management
laughed in their faces.

KNIFES THE UNEMPLOYED

Green battled on other fronts
too. In New York, even capitalist
politicians felt forced to come out
for unemployment insurance dur-
ing the depression. Green had
long opposed this “socialistic”
proposal. Boldly he spoke out
against such an un- American
measure,

When the great sitdown strike
of 1937 was at its most critical
point Green tried to ruin the
lUmted Auto Workers Union. Re-
to | inforeihg General Motor's refusal
to recognize the union, Green
publicly told GM that recognition
of the CIO would violate the
richts of AFL men employed by
GM. Strengthened by Green's
{ action the auto barons again con-
| sidered sending troops into the
plants to force out the unarmed

The American
Way of Life

auit of Green that they had to
abandon this idea and recognize
the CIO.

Similarly during the CIO’s eam-
paign to organize the steel in-
dustry, Green sought to make a
deal with the Steel trust whereby
their company unions would be
given AFL charters,

These examples give a repre-
sentative picture of Green's role
on the U.S. labor scene. One ex-
ample should suffice to show his
role in international labor affairs.

HELPS MACIIADO

From 1925 to 1933 Wall Strent
ruled Cuba through a bloody |
dictator — Machado. Labor unions
and assemblages were outlawed.

Opponents were murdered, kid-
napped, kept for years in tiny
cells below sea level in harbor
{orts, tortured and their bodies

thrown to the sharks. The under-
ground Cuban labor movement
appealed to U.S. labor for help.
Chester Wright, editor of the
AFL International Labor News
and a secrelary of the Pan-Amer-
ican IMederation of Labor, made
public n list of 147 assassinations
committeed by the Machado
regime. There was talk on the
waterfront of refusing to handle
Cuban sugar.

Dictator Machado hastened to
Washington where he had =a
private conference with Green,
Green issued a statement pleas-
ing to Machado, and editor
Wright was fired from both his
jobs.

GREEN DIDN'T CHANGE

While Green’s bureaucratic en-
vironment explains him, it does
not excuse him. Others with the
same heritage — like John L.
Lewis changed when the
depression threatened the ex-
istence of unionism itself. Green
chose not to change.

One of the ironies of his career
was that under him the AFL
ateadily declined until, as a result
of the enthusiasm for unionism
engendered by the CIO, it began
‘o orow despite his policies.

It is also ironic that he lived
'o witness the debacle of the
Democratic-Labor political alli-
ance which showed the dead end
te which his (as well as the other
labor leaders’) political program
led.

It is a severe judgment to pass
on a man who lived 79 years, 28
of  them as president of a
great labor organization, that he
achieved nothing for which future
generations will look back with
rratitude. But in strict truth that
is the only judegment which ecan

sit-downers. 1t was through no

be passed on William Green.

A Thousand Years or More

If you've ever been at an Army separation center,

you know that the last five days are harder to sweat:out

than the preceding five months. When you add to that the
well-known Army penchant for getting anything connected
with the welfare of the troops 2ll snarled up, you get:a
situation such as now appears to exist at Camp Kilmer,
New Jersey. Brave young men who faced the roaring can-
non in Korea without breaking ranks (may they find a
better cause in which to be brave next time) have been
reduced to a state of mutinous discontent by Army SNAFU
in a matter of weeks. !

3,200 soldiers, being processed for discharge at Army
“hurry-up-and-wait’ pace, are reported by the N. Y. World-
Telegram as “on the verge of open rebellion.” Promised
discharge by Christmas, many face the prospect of another
cheerless Army Yuletide. and they don’t like it. What's
more, in the best American tradition, they don’t care who
knows that they don’t like it.

Compulsory daily formations, it is reported, bring
out only a few hundred of the thousands awaiting dis-
charge. Detail notices and orders posted on the center's
bulletin boards are burned right down to the thumbtacks
if the men don’t like what they say. AWOLs are on the
increase, and one officer deseribed the situation as “ac-
tually mutinous.” Men refuse to stay put for bunkside
inspections.

A few days ago, daily leave passes were cancelled, on
the ground that the men refused to turn them in but ‘con-
tinued to use them. Upon receiving news of the cancella-
tion, scores of angry men, it is reported, marched on the
Orderly Building, formed a “cordon” around it, and “kicked
the walls for 15 minutes while officers sat at their desks
ingide.”

According to a World-Telegram reporter, the com-
manding general of the post toured the area with news-
men to show them that all is peaceful. However, he refused
to enter a barracks in order to see whether the men would
come to attention. When challenged to make this experi-
ment, he turned on his heel and walked off.

General Craig, post commander, has indicated that
[ the Army will try to speed things up a little at Kilmer.
But most Army brass doesn’t séem to realize the feeling
of haste that enlisted men (and many officers) have about
getting out of his ODs. For Pentagon benefit we call at-
tention to the following old Army ditty which represents
a discussion hetween a soldier and his officer:

“How long have you been in the Army?”’
“A thousand years or more.

I joined at half-past three, sir,

And now it’s a quarter to four.”

This lad was ready for his separation papers fifteen
minutes after getting into uniform. Imagine how he would
feel after 21 months, most of it spent in Korea in a war
that is not a war, battling opponents that are not enemies,
for a cause that he is not convinced is right.

— Fred Hart

ideas. They are capable of standing up against all counter-
forces, distractions, doubts, fears, pleadings and what not,
as these sound-barrier fanatics do.

|
And if this film couldn't show the power of an idea

in its full foree and in fact had to filter it through a dis-
torting form and let it echo in the power of machines in-
stead of masses of people, enough did come through to
make it a film you’ll not easily forget.

One of the fine things is how the heroine, elinging to
security, torn and repelled by this fearful urge of her
father and her husband to get through the dangerous
sound barrier, learn its secrets and open a new frontier
for mankind, finally comes to understand and to accept.
Also done with fine perception is the girl who takes all
this test diving and eracking up of planes as just part of
her husband’s job the way tending kids at home is her Job
And of course I really sympathized with the old-fime air-
plane designer who needs a shot now and then to ease the
racking strain.

A New York critic didn’t like the title “Breaking
Through the Sound Barrier” although he praises the film.
1 thought it had a fine and attractive sound. Reminded me
of the idea of breaking through the capitalist barrier.
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Friday Night
Socialist Forum

Africa in Revolt
Speaker:
Bob Chester
Fri., Dee. 5, 8:30 P.M.
1303 West Girard

Newark Fri. Night
Socialist Forum

presents a talk on

Upheaval in Africa
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Speaker:
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Capitalist ‘Benefits’
Don’t Impress
Providence Student

Editor:
In the latest issue of The Mili-

Collegz; and I must say that I

the few vears that T have been
in college.
It seems to me that the main
purveyors of vile propaganda have
been the Republican and Demo-
eratic parties. By screaming “red”
in order to cover up their own
crooked politics they have endear-
ed themselves, to the witch-
hunters and those who provide
private funds for Congressmen.
Never in any speech: of Farrell
Dobbs or Myra Tanner Weiss
have I heard any vile propaganda
or violent harangues which appeal
to the uneducated. The speeches
of both candidates have been
directed to the working men and
women of America who, they
feel, are capable of understand-
ing the faets. I have heard both
candidates in person and I have
gseen that they are both sober,
conscientious people with a pur-
pose.
To the students who have
written in, capitalism represents
freedom, life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness because they
represent the only class capable
of attaining these. But dictator-
shio, T may say, is already in the
making.
The Socialist Workers Pal'tv
strives to institute greater free-

Stalinism and the Labor Movement:

1. Leon Trotsky: Stalinism and Bolshevism 82 pp. 1b6¢
2. James P, Cannon:
American Stalinism and Anti-Stalinism 48 pp. 15¢ |,
The End of the Comintern 36 pp. 1be
The Road to Peace 48 pp. 26¢
3. Art Preis:
Stalinists on the Waterfront 32 pp. 10c
Order from
Pioneer Publishers
116 University Place, New York 3, N. Y.

dom for the.mass of Americans.
It does not ridicule those who
fought in World War I1, for they
were the sons of American work-
ing men., But it opposes the Big
Pusiness interests who brought us
‘nto the war with less regard for
human life than any group 1
know of.

Obviously the whole letter is|
indieative of the current trend in
college thinking. It shows the
minds of students interested only
in panty raids and “I Go Pogo”
riots. There is not one word of
intelligent thought in this whole

tant T have just read a letter sent
in by students of Connecticut

an not in the least surprided. This
i« the same rot that I have seen
dished out on my own campus for

They end up by saying that
they are “a group of American
gtudents, all here on money earned
through' our magnificent capital-
istic system.” I also am in col-
l»ge, but not through the grace
cf a magnificent capitalism.

My father has been a factory
worker for-over 20 yearg. In that
time he has not been able to save
a penny with which to help me
through school. My brother is now
a freshman in college, and like
me reczeives only moral support
from home. He and I are not in
school through the benevolence
of warm-hearted capitalism but
by eight hours and more a day in
factories over the summer and
work during the school year.

I suggest that these students
from Connecticut College re-read
their own letter to see if it makes
sense.

When I read their letter 1
couldn’t help but think of the
unsophisticated, naive expression
of a fellow student: “Why do
workers have to strike? If they
were good, they’d get what they
want.” L. G.

Providence, R, L.

Why the Low Vote
For Socialism?

Editor:

Why has socialism decreased in
voting power here in America
and why have we been unable to

elect ¢ven one Congressman?
C.J. H.
Kansas City, Mo.
We suggest you read The

Coming American Revolution by
James F. Cannon for a Marxist
explanation of the basic reasons.
It can be obtained from Pioneer
Publishers for 10 cents — Editor.

Recalls Fort Dix
Civil War Training

Editor:

The pieture in the Nov. 3 Mili-
tant showing GIs training in
street fighting brings to mind my
own experience in basic at Fort

Dix.

| rooms, taxis, ete., ete. The artful

Letters from Our Readers

“yeds,” we were told, this train-
ing would come in handy.
GlIs work in pairs, one covering
the other as he mounts u fence
or sneaks up to a window and
plops a hand grenade inside. Then
the other enters the window and
bayonets the guts out of anyone
left alive after the grenade. The
dummies inside, sometimes dress-
ed up in civvies, get a good
working-over with the bayonet.
This training is expected to
come in mighty handy for quieting
“riots” stateside as well.
B. P.
New York

How Bosses Make
Us Pay for Their
Cocktail Parties

Editor:

~An article in Look magazine
gives the workers a hint of how
the bosses manage to make us
pay for the champagne they
drink.

The Bureau of Internal Revenue
assumes that the wheels of in-
dustry can't turn without the oil
of salesmanship, so here is what
nappens cvery day according to
Look:

“‘Good Lord, says the man
from the Treasury, ‘82 for cock-
tails!” ‘I'll tell you,) says the
company accountant, ‘that par-
ticular buyer won't even look at a
sample unless he's dead drunk.
And hie likes women to drink
with. . !

“If he drives a car on business
it might just as well be the best
car he can lay hands on. In other
words, if you wmust deduct,
deduct big. And here the revenue
bureau is really helpless. It can’t
very well tell a man where to
eat and what car to buy.”

A bnsiness man has deductions
for theater tickets, Pullman state

needn't let  his
customey hear him ask for a
receipt when he’s taking the
check in some hot spot where he
has no charge account for Uncle
Sam understands that the whole

tax dodger

We had a whole town there
with houses built according to
what they said is the average

polemical outburst.

type of western European village

.or c¢ity. In case of war with the

thing is to get the customer to
relax in the place he damn well
pleases without distracting evi-

is not supposed to stay sober him-
self, so 1Unele Sam just takes the
hazy figure at face value.
Thus when tax time comes, the
$20,000-a-year man can mark off
210,000 for expenses and pay a
tax on the balance, which leaves
him all dressed up and no place

to go.
D. Barry

SCHOOL SEGREGATION CASES
GO BEFORE SUPREME COURT

(Continued from page 1)
teaching of Negroes to read a
serious penal offense.

Free schools for all was an

The present schools in South
Carolina are among the poorest
in the U.S. That they are so poor,
is the fault of the class that Gov.

objective of the Negroes in the
South. During Reconstruction the
Negro people and sections of the
pooy white class drew up a new
constitution for South Carolina.
For the first time in the state’s

Richmond, Calif.

Calls President
Of U.S. Steel
‘New Don Quixote’

Editor:

The suggestion of Benjamin
Fairless, president of the U.S.
Steel Corp., that if the workers
want to take over ownership of
industry from the capitalists they
can do so by buying stock on the
market, got a sharp answer from
Edward A. Talbot in a letter to
the editor of the Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

Talbot points out that if any
group tried to buy all the out-
standing stock of any large
corporation the price would
skyrocket,

He calls Fairless a “new Don
Quixote" and asks, “Will Mr.
Fairless sign a new contract with
his steel workers giving them a
cuaranteed annual wage for as
long a period as is necessary until
the stock his workers try to buy
ia paid for?"

J. 8.
Cleveland, Ohio

Loss of Freedom
In America Alarms
Methodist Council

“State of the Church,” an
address by the Couneil of Bishops
of the Methodist General Con-
ference declared: “Thiz whole
question of freedom is nssuming
wlarming provortions in American
life. Tn many instances we are
redefining freedom and debasing
the coinage of the word until it
means ‘freedom to be like every-
one olse, to think as the majority
in the town, or state or country
thinks, to teach what the legis-
lature or what the dominant
nolitical or religious opinion

history the word “education” was
1 mentioned in the organie law. Not
only was it mentioned bul an out-
line was given for a school system
in keeping with the most pro-
gressive ideas on edueation then
known. The 1868 Constitution
directed the incoming legislature
to set up a system of free and
universal oducation as soon as
possible,

SCHOOL SYSTEM KEPT

When the South's attempt at
democracy went up in the smoke
from Kuv Klux Klan torches a ter-
rible period of reaction set in.
Most of the advances were
destroyed but the school system
— in a mangled and undernour-
ished form — was kept.

LOS ANGELES

Friday Night Forum
" “America’s Road
to Socialism”

A Series of 6 Lectures
Speaker:

James P. Cannon
National Secretary of the SWP

(2) “The International Pros-
pects of Capitalism and Social-
ism” — An analytical review
of world events and trends in
the first half of the 20th cen-
tury. The dual role of Amer-
ican imperialism as the chief
instigator of revolution in for-

Byrnes represents. That they exist
at all is a tvibute to the Negro
people.

A favorite target of the race-
hating night riders of the 1870s
was the school house and the
school marm. Gov. Byrnes rides
in his class tradition today. But
a new day is coming.

Local Addresses
Of Socialist
Workers Party

ARRON- For Information, call HE-
TO00M,

ROSTON—Workers Bducatianal Centar,
30 Stuart St. Open Tues., 5:30-9 P.M,

Soofal last Sat. of every month,

BUFFALO-illtant Forum, 831 Maln
Stivet,

CHICAGO—-721 So. Wabash Ave. Open
dadly exeept Sunday, 194600 M. Phone
HArrison 7-0403.

CLEVELAND — 10400 Buperior Ave.
Open L cvenings 7:30 to 0:30 P.)M.

TAIS ANGELES — 1702 East «th St
Phune ANgelus HHM.

MILWAUKEE—M7 xrd f,
Open Sun. through Frl. 1 30- 130 P

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th’ Bt, Oon
daily except Sun, 10 A, M.-8 P.M. Libra«
¥, bookstore. Phons Main 81

NEW HAVEN—For Information,
£.0. Box 1019, i

NEWARK -2 Market St.,
Open fornm overy Friday,

NEW YORR CITY—Hq,:
Plsoe Phone: AL 5-7852,

cor. Plane,
&:20 P.M.
116 University

AR (Cal.y — For Information
#rite P.O. x 19083,
PHILADFLPHIA — 1308-00 W, Girard

Ave., 2nd f1. n ey vening,
Ahone Stovenaogp:-&s e, o
“g'r" LOUIS—For lntorrnl.tlon. Phone

ST. PAUL—Phone Btate headquarters,
MAIn 7781,

SAN FRANCISO0—1730 Fillmore 8t.
Ah (1 Open Sat, afterncon and evenings.
Phone I*1 G-0410,

BEATTLE—Maynard Blde.. 1t Ave.,
So. and Washington, Room 201, Library,
bookstore. 'hone Main 9278.

TOUNGRTOWN Wa n  Fadaral Rt

cign lands and the chief or-
ganizer of counter-revolution.
A preview of the next stage of
development on the interna-
tional field.

Fri.,, Dec. 12, 8 P.M.
1702 E. 4th St. Tel.: AN 9-4953

Questions — Discussion
Refreshments

Tuition: 35 cents.

dences of cheapness, sordidness
and cunning. Besides, the seller

wants taught.’”

Got the Facts

Victor “orme’s graphic story
of Stahin’s usurpation of power
“From Lenin to Stalin”
112 pages $.50
Pioneer Publighers Fl

116 University Place i
New York 3, N. Y. 3




Bubacriptions: $3 per year;
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Whom Do We Blame for Soup Lines?

Widespread reports show that fear of
a new depression is one of the biggest con-
cerns-in the minds of workers as a result
of the Republican victory. “See you in the
soupline, boys,” is a favorite'factory com-
ment.

It is matural for workers to identify de-

pression ‘'with .Republicanism. The great
depression of 1929, still within the adult
memory of most Americans, struck during
a ‘Republican administration. In addition,
since -workers .identify the Republican
Party.as the capitalist party, or the most
capitalist party, the present depression
talk shows how workers connect depres-
sion with big capital.
s Nevertheless, there is no truth in this
ddea‘that Republicanism is the factor that
will ‘produce depression. We do not say
this in'order to exonerate the Republican
Party, but to place responsibility where it
really belongs. The capitalist system pro-
duces depressions, not because of “foolish
errors’ or “short-sighted policies,” but be-
cause of tendencies that cannot be over-
eome within the limits of the system.

If we survey the history of capitalist
nations over the past century, we find that
not a single one of them has been able
to avert the periodic descent into the
trough of crisis. This has been going on
for well over a hundred years. Everything
has been tried, from the extreme of lib-
eralism, reform and government spending

Our Increase in Price

One -of the members of the Militant
Army, those devoted supporters of The
Militant who work day in and day out to
widen the circulation of America’s leading
socialist weekly, reports that she was
agreeably surprised at the first reaction
to our increase in price from a nickel to
a dime.

At a project where she has a paper route,
readers found no difficulty, she said, in
understanding why rising printing costs
forced us to increase the price. In fact
some of them already knew that without
big-advertisers to back us we were doing
well to get a paper out at all, Hard hit
themselves by inflation, they nevertheless

decided, with but one exception, to help

out by taking a subscription.

We thank these readers of The Militant,
welcome them as new regular subscribers
and hope that they reflect a general re-
sponge ‘to the critical financial situation
we face.

Putting out a paper like The Militant in
a country where capitalism is as rich and
powerful as it is here is really a heroic
undertaking. Under current conditions,

A Suggestion to Diego Rivera

Diego Rivera, it appears, has not yet
been re-admitted ‘to the ranks of the
Mexican Communist Party. He is pressing
for action on his long-standing application.
To emphasize his worthiness, he is doing
what seems to be required of artists in
the ‘Stalinist fold. He is crawling in the
slime.

At one time Diego Rivera was recognized
as one of the outstanding artists of Mexico.
His murals, filled with social content, were
world famous. He headed a school of revo-
lutionary artists who>were inspired by the
November 1917 revolution in Russia. His
personal experiences in the Soviet Union
led him to break with Stalinism.

In the United States he painted famous
murals in Detroit, San Francisco and New
¥York.. A mural he did for Rockefeller Cen-
¢er ‘during the depression aroused such
animosity from the Rockefeller interests
because of its socialism — versus — capi-
talism theme that they ordered it dug
from the walls.

~When Leon Trotsky, the co-founder of

the Soviet Union, was in danger of de-
portation to Russia from his exile in Nor-
way and had no place to turn, Diego Rivera
helped gain him asylum in Mexico under
the democratic Cardenas regime.

JIn 1939 Rivera -broke politically from
Trotsky and moved far to the right. With
the murder of Trotsky, Rivera asserted
that his own life was in danger from
Stalin’s assassin gangs. Then he began
moving in the direction of Stalinism.

In the past few years he has associated
himself with the Mexican artist David
Alfaro Siqueiros, the Stalinist who led a
machine-gun assault on Leon and Natalia
Trotsky, an assault that was unsuccessful
in &illing the revolutionary couple but in
which an American guard of Trotsky, Rob-
ert.Sheldon Harte, was brutally murdered.

Recently Rivera painted a mural with

to the other extreme of pure “individual-
ism,” and nothing has substantially alter-
ed 'the picture.

This would appear to indicate that capi-
talism is the cause, and that depressions
can't be removed from the economic scene
without fundamental alterations in this
economic structure. This scientific view
gets further support from the remarkable
record of Soviet industry, which is of
course non-capitalist, during the 1929-40
depression. Whatever else may be said in
the many quarrels that arise over the
economy and government of the USSR,
the Soviet economic structure was virtual-
ly untouched by the depression. In fact,
while industrial production in the U.S. and
Germany was cut in half from 1929 to
1933, in the Soviet Union industrial pro-
duction was at least doubled in the decade
of the great depression.

This sheds some light on our prospects
in a capitalist America. If there is no war,
all signs point to economic crisis, And it
will be an irony of history if that depres-
sion should happen to strike once more
during a Republican regime. Workers may
then say: “You see, the minute we vote
these boys back in, we get trouble.” Of
course, we won't feel at all sorry for the
Republicans if they get the blame. But the
truth is that we are heading for depres-
sion or war regardless of regime, and that
truth is the one that must be understood
as a basis for labor political action.

with the witch-hunters riding high and
hysteria and fear widespread, the entire
radical press has a difficult time.

In the long run, truth will win out and
we confidently expect to see the program
we are fighting for become the program
of the great majority of the working people
of America. Meanwhile, however, the sta-
mina and capacity of our supporters to
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By Art Preis
The independence fighters of
Indo-China have opened the most
powerful offensive of their seven-
vear struggle for national free-
dom and social liberation against
the U.S. armed and - financed
French imperialist armies.
Despite the rain of bombs and
napalm poured on them from
French-manned U.S. planes, the
revolutionary armies of the Viet
Mihh have smashed through the
French forces at several points
and swept them out of a large
section of northeast Indo-China.

French military command were
boasting of their “successes”
against the Viet Minh and ex-
pressing fhe belief that they
might be within sight of the
victory denied them for seven
long years of what the French
people bitterly call “The Dirty
War.”

OPEN NEW STAGE

Now, it appears, the Viet Minh

fcrees have opened a new stage
in their independence struggle.
They are no longer largely a
guerrilla ammy. They are well-
trained, disciplined, and proficient
in the use of modern weapons,
and can sustain g direct offensive
against the best the French officer
corps can offer,
In point of numbers involved,
casualties and savagery of . fight-
ing, the Indo-China war iz almost
on the scale of Korea. French-
controlled troops in Indo-China
now number 460,353, of whom
2125563 are members of the
regular French armed forces. The
highest estimate of Viet Minh
forces is around 250,000.

Only a2 few months ago, thel

French masters who have been
independence movement.

e

Im perialism in I ndo-China

Working at gun-point, conscripted Indo-Chinese workers con-
' struct cement block-house fortifications for their U.S. armed

warring since 1946 against the

October 1952 in the attempt to
re-seize Indo-China were reported
on Nov. 20 by the French Ministry
of National Defense at 28,246
killed and missing, with wounded
equal several times that number.

French losses from 1948 to

Troops of the Viet Nam puppet

regime of Bao Dai, sel up in 1949
by the French, have sustained 21,-
250 killed and missing.

This predatory war has been
an enormous financial and ma-
terial drain upon the French peo-

®Washington has poured into the

® | fair sharing of the burden” by the

hands of the French capitalist
government since the end of
World War IT have been invested
in the Indo-China invasion,

. The American people this year
are being milked of 1% billion
dollars to keep the French im-
perialists in Indo - China. The
Penlagon reports it is maintain-
ing a direct “baby air-1ift” from
here to Indo-China with 10 daily
flights of military cargo, shortly
to be stepped up to 20.

But this has not availed the
Trench butchers.and their U.S.
backers, They arve bogged down
in Indo-China in a never-ending
war that is bleeding the French
people white. French Minister of
Defense Rene Pleven said in an
interview with the U.S. News
and World Report magazine that
“the Indo-China burden is very
heavy. . . France cannot carry it
alone” and that there must be “a

U.S. Thus, instead of getting
more aid from France for their
own bogged-down Korean ad-
venture, the American imperial-
isls are being pressured te send
forces into Indo-China.

MORALE BAD

The war in Indo-China, reports
Hanson W. Baldwin, N. Y. Times
military analyst, from Paris,
would “depress the morale even of
brave men.” “The people of France
are becoming more and more
weary of a war in,which few of
them have much interest and a
conflict which brings them no
pereeptible returns, . .” Baldwin
also motes the “tremendous in-
fluence the remote and bitter war
of attrition” is having on western

Indo-Chinese Freedom Fight in New Stage

plans for the North Atlantie
Treaty Organization arms pro-
gram.

HATED REGIME

In Indo-China itself, the revo-
lutionary forces of workers and
peasants gain strength, the “poli-
tical administrative weakness- of
the Bao Dai regime undercuts the
chances of military suecess by
the Irench - Vietnamese” com-
plains Tillman Durdin, in a Nov,
15 dispateh from Hanoi to the
N. Y. Times. “The Bao Dai Gov-
ernment still lacks strong popular
support, and in its lower echelons
is made up of an often corrupt,
time-serving bureaucracy. . .” And
not only in its “lower echelons.”

The imperialistz have tried to
Inbel the revolutionary struggle
in Indo~China as “Moscow-run.”
They have just given tangible
cvidence, however, of the falsity
of this propaganda. A Nov. 24
United Press report: from Wash-
ington says that “fears were
aroused by discovery deep inside
Indo-China of a large cache of
weapons, including the first
Russian-made equipment found in
that beleaguered country.” If this
is theé “first” such find, it is ap-
parent that the Kremlin has given
very little help to the Indo-
Chinese during the past seven
vears of fighting.

The Indo-Chinese have waged
and are waging a tremendous and
heroic battle for their freedom.
Without the aid of the US,, the
French rulers would have been
driven out longr ago. It is aup to
the American people to halt the
robber assault on Indo-China, by
stopping U.S. ald to the French.
Demand: Hands off the Indo-

ple. All the billions of dollars

European politics and imperialist

Chinese revolution!

By George Breitman

POLITICAL AND CI1VIL
RIGHTS IN THE UNITED
STATES. A Collection of Legal
and Related Materials by Thomas

sacrifice for a great cause undergoes a|

stiff test.

Things will not ease in the immediate
period, in our opinion. In fact the going
may even get a bit tougher. But as the
terrible consequences of Wall Street’s war
drive press down heavier and heavier on
the working people there is bound to be
an awakening that can change the whole
atmosphere with great speed and open up
tremendous perspectives for socialism in
America.

We ask our readers to stick tough — as
you would in a difficult, prolonged strug-
gle for union conditions against ruthless
open-shop interests. Do everything you can
to help us out by contributing financially;
and, above all, try to widen our circle of
readers and friends. '

flattering portraits of Stalin and Mao Tse-
tung. Even this sycophancy has not proved
enough to restore him to the good graces
of the Mexican agents of the Kremlin and
so he issued a statement Nov. 22, publicly
confessing his sins. He called himself “a
coward, traitor, counter-revolutionary, ab-
ject degenerate,” according to a report in
the Nov. 23, N. Y. Times. _

He attacked “Trotskyists” and “Tito-
ists” in even viler terms and smeared his
own art, saying that his Rockefeller Center
fresco, ‘which ‘he did over again for the
Palace of Fine Arts in Mexico City, “is
the best example of the degeneration into
which a Marxist artist can fall when, after
having failed to remain in the ranks of
his party, he also fails to discipline him-
self to its line from outside the ranks...”
He swears that he has recanted and that
he has been following the party line and
will continue to do so “until my readmis-
sion becomes acceptable.” '

We do not know what kind of soul sick-
ness led this once great artist to debase
himself in this way. He cannot offer the
excuse of an artist in the Soviet Union who
faces Siberia or worse.if he incurs the
digpleasure of the ruling bureaucrats.
Whatever the personal reasons may be,
he stands as a revolting example of what
Stalinism does to an artist who comes un-
der its ideological influence. .

You want to rehabilitate yourself with
the Stalinists, Mr. Rivera? Are you pre-
pared to follow the example of Siqueiros?
Stage a machine-gun assault on a sleeping
couple of revolutionaries? Or go Siqueiros
one better and like Jacson, the assassin of
Trotsky, select a sterling socialist, win his
friendship and then, lifting a pick-axe be-
hind his unsuspecting back, sink it in his
brain? Indicate your stand on this. That
should make you once again “acceptable”

* | counsel, illegal search and scizure,

I. Emerson and David Haber,
Dennis & Co., Buffalo, 1952, 1209
pages, $7.50.

Is anyone intevested in making
a study of the question, "How
much democracy is there in the
U.S. 2" If so, he will find a large
portion of the basic material for
such a’study in this new volume
by two Yale law professors al-
ready well known as staunch de-
fenders of civil liberties.

It’s a big book, but not padded
in any way and not too big for
the job it sets out to do. There
is room in this review for only
a partial list of its contents.
Among other things it takes up:
Security of the person — protec-
tion from beodily harm, involun-
tary servitude, and the fear of
physical restraint; -government
procedure — police violence and
coerced confessions, the right to

wiretapping, self-incrimination,
bail; violations of the right to
vote through violence and laws;
restraints on minority parties;
freedom of speech and what has
happened to it throughout Amer-
jcan history, with main emphasis
on the situation since World War
II, including the “loyalty” pro-
gram and the executive and leg-
islative ‘“anti-subversive” witch
hunt; the rights of assembly, can-
vassing and picketing; academic
freedom: religious freedom and
the relations of church and state;
diserimination in housing, educa-
tion, transportation, public accom-
raodations and employment.

THEIR METHOD

The method generally followed
by the editors in treating these
subjects is to provide their back-
ground either in their own words
or in those of some other com-
mentator and then to quote at
length from court decisions and
dissents, books and articles and
laws. These are then followed by
explanatory notes and biblio-
graphical references.-The result
is a comprehensive picture of the
state of political and civil rights
in this country, of how they have
been infringed and undermined,
and of arguments used for and
against these infringements.

In a few places, as the editors
admit in advance, the going gets
a little rough for non-students of
the law and its terminological
mumbo-jumbo, especially when
judges are busy trying to prove
that white is black. But the sur-
prising thing is that this happens
so seldom. The credit belongs to
Professors Emerson and Haber,
who did a skillful job of editing
and wisely did not limit them-
selves to court decisions but made
use of the writings of political
scientists, sociologists, journalists,
philosophers,  politicians  and
others.

USEFUL NOTES
The bibliographical notes are

‘POLITICAL AND CIVIL RIGHTS IN U.S.
--IN BAD SHAPE AND GETTING WORSE

and books containing different
aspects of disputed questions
that come in very handy for those
who want to investigate further.

Even in a book of this size, of
course, the whole field could not
be covered, and some cases of
interest to readers of The Mili-
tant (like the Kutcher case and
the Minneapolis Smith Aect trial
of 1941) are dealt with very brief-
ly. But the book does contain ade-
quate treatment of the court deci-
siong in the 1949 Smith Act trial
of the Stalinists in New York, the
Dorothy Baildy case, the New
York Feinberg law, the Jeint
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee
appeal against the *‘subversive”
list, the film “The Miracle,” etec.

SUPREME COURT

In a foreword, Robert M. Hut-
chins, associate director of the
Ford Foundation, says: “Perhaps
the best thing that can be said
ebout the law in this field is that
it is unsettled. . . anything may
happen when a case involving
civil liberties gets before the Su-
preme Court.”

There is some truth in this view
of the Supreme Court, although
we can’t coneur in Hutchins’ opin-
ion that there is anything pro-
gressive in the essentially arbi-
trary (“unsettled”) character of
the courts’ decision on political
and civil rights. At any rate, the
possibility that “anything may

happen” when the Supreme Court

rules on civil liberties is a mighty
thin reed to lean on.

As a matter of fact, the text
of Supreme Court decisions since
the beginning of the cold war in
1946 shows that what usually
happens is a defense and a rein-
forcement of the witch hunt that
is spreading into every corner of
American life. Those who want to
defend civil liberties should ree-
ognize that they cannot depend
on the Supreme Court for reliable
or consistent help and get down
fo the job of building a powerful,
united, mass movement to defend
the Bill of Rights against all its
enemies, including most of the
courts.

A SERIOUS LACK

One serious criticism that we
would make of this book is the
editors' failure to include any ex-
cerpts presenting the viewpoint
of the Marxists on the disputed
issues. It is true that the Amer-
ican Marxist movement has not
vet produced a single, definitive
study of civil liberties. But as the
most active participants in the
fight to defend the democratic
rights that are now being assault-
ed by the ruling class, the Marx-
ists have written much and per-
tinently on both basic and specific
features of this question and their
views should be made available
along with those of their liberal
and conservative capitalist op-

World

THE IRAQI MASSES set fire
to the United States Information
Service building and stoned the
British Embassy in Baghdad,
drove police off the streets for
two hours and burned down ome
police station Nov. 23. Demon-
strating against foreign imperial-
ism and forged elections, they
demanded democratic  election
laws. Prinee<Recent Abdul Ilah
called upon Army Chief Gen. Nur
Aldin Mahmoud to form a new
cabinet. Following the events in
Trun and Egypt, this new popular
upsurge demonstrates how wide-
spread revolutionary sentiment is
in the Near East. As in Egypt,
the Iraqi ruling class will probably
try to save capitalism by estab-
iishing a military dictatorship and
granting a few reforms. The peo-
ple of Baghdad indicated by their
actions how well they understand
the connection between Anglo-
American imperialism and the
reactionary povernment in Iraq.

* %%

AMERICAN EXPORTERS “had
good cause to be a gloomy bunch
this week,” say the Nov. 20 Wall
Street Journal. “The currvent dip
in foreign sales . . . would be
more severe if it were not for the
cushion of rising military ex-
ports.”  Philip M. McCullough,
Vice-President of Int. Automatic
Electric Corp., Chicago, telephone
equipment makers, remarked that

ponents.

“things arc Dbound 1o get

Jews Made

(Continued from Page 1)

i’

ed as “an international spy,
Zionist and Trotskyite.” Each
defendant, non-Jewish as well as
Jewish, is linked in one way or
another with “international Zion-

ism.

All of them are charged with
“recruiting and planting” in “vital
sectors of the Party and State
apparatus. . . Trotskyites, Zion-
ists, collaborators, bourgeois na-
tionalists, capitalists and kulaks.”

In “vital industrial regions” the
leading secretaries and fune-
tionaries of the regional commit-
tees and of the Party apparatus
consisted almost exclusively of
47 onist and adventurist elements
of the same type.”

In addition to confessing a plot
to “shorten the life” of Premier
Gottwald, Slansky confessed to
bringing about in 1944 “the death
of Jan Sverma, national hero of
the Czechoslovak people.” Another
defendant, B. Reicin, former
Deputy Defense Minister, con-
fessed to being “an old -time
Gestapo agent who betrayed the
members of the underground Cen-
tral Committee of the CP of
Czechoslovakia, betrayed the
editors of Rude Prave and J.
Fucik, the beloved patriot of the
Czechoslovak people.”

Contact with the “Tito fascist
clique” was established in the

in Stalinist circles.

extremely valuable, citing articles

Scapegoats

Jewish member of the Yugoslav
leadership, Moshe Pijade. The
former Israeli Minister of Czecho-
slovakia “Awriel Ehuda (Uebe-
rall), a prominent agent of the
U.S. intelligence service” is listed
as the chief contact man with
Slansky and Geminder.

MASTER-MINDED BY
TRUMAN, MORGENTHAU

The alleged plan for “large-
seale utilization of Zionist organ-
izations for espionage and other
subversive activity in the coun-
tries of people’s democracy,” was
laid “at a secret meeting in
Washington in 1947"” where “Tru-
man, Acheson, Ben-Gurion — the
present Prime Minister of Israel
— Morgenthau, former U.S. Sec-
retary of the Treasury, (and an-
other Jew) and Sharett, present
foreign Minister of Israel, reached
agreement” on their so-called
“Morgenthau Plan,” according to
the Continform paper.

The bulk of the “witnesses”
appearing at the trial were of
Jewish origin. The most lurid
testimony hinged around the
“Zionist conspirators.” Every op-
portunity for dragging in Jewish
names, or .Jewish organizations,
was seized upon. In his testimony,
Slansky made reference to Anna
Pauker, former Rumanian For-
eign Minister, who has been
purged there, who is also Jewisgh,
but who has not yet been brought

by Stalin :

This by no means exhausts all
the facts jn the case. But it suf-
fices to show that Stalin is now
deliberately fanning and exploit-
ing anti-Semitism.

HITLER’S WEAPON

The use of. anti-Semitism in
the Kremlin’s foreign - policy,
principally in the Middle East,
igs clear enough. Here Stalin is
playing the game of the most
reactionary Arab elements and
stands thereby to gain favor in
their eyes.

But Stalin’s use of the weapon
employed by Hitler is in the first
instance dictated by internmal
needs, The Kremlin is in dire need
of scapegoats for the intolerable
oppression which it has imposed
upon the East European coun-
tries. In each of these countries,
especially Hungary, Poland and
Czechoslovakia, there is latent
enti-Semitism, easily exploited in
the past and readily available for
the present, Stalin obviously cal-
culates.

How far Stalin will go on this
road not only in Czechoslovakia
but in other East FEuropean
countries still remains, of course,
to be seen. But it is already clear
that the Czech frameup exceeds in
its scope and consequences the
previous set of “anti-Titoist”
trials and purges in the East

By Charles Hanley

Events

better (7). They can’t possibly
get any worse.”
* %k X

400 PROTESTANT leaders
urged President Truman Nov. 21
to halt financial aid to Spain and
to bar any alliance until the
Franco government ends the per-
secution of Protestants in Spain.
They are trying to arrange a
meeling  with  President - elect
Eisenhower to give him the same
oppeal, The letter pointed out
that Protestants “cannot practice
as physiciang, lawyers, teachers,
or hold public office” in Spain.

x % %k

A SURVEY of U.S. Govern-
ment information activities
sbroad, conducted this month by
24 foreign correspondents of the
N. Y. Times, has revealed that
American propaganda is not ac-
cepted by the people in numerous
countries, particularly Britain,
France, Switzerland, Spain, the
Middle East, Indonesia and the
Philippines.

* & ok
THE BRITISH are going to
punish whole towns in their

attempt to cerush the Mau Mau
independence movement in Kenya,
East Africa. Compulsory registra-
tion of tribesmen and their
families, permanent closing of
schools considered “subversive’
by the Government, ruthless
nolice measures in the Kikuyu
tribal reserves, have been decided
apon. 2,000 head of cattle and
more than 6,000 sheep and goats
seized Nov. 10 from a “hostile
and uncooperative” Kikuyn re-
serve and confiseated by the Gov-
ernment will be sold and the
money placed in the Govern-
ment's “general revenuo.."
* & %

“COLLECTIVE RETRI-
BUTION"” against the rebellious
Kikuyu tribes people by their
British rulers has provoked sharp
objections from the Labor Op-
position in the House of Com-
mons. Laborite members called
such collective punishment “un-
Christian,” “immoral” and “smack
ing of Nazism.”

* % %

THE BOLIVIAN cabinet re-
signed Nov. 21. It was reshuffled
the following day by President
Paz Estenssoro who retained only
s¢ix ministers of the former
cabinet, including Juan Lechin,
head of the Miners’ Union.

* 2 %

DR. ARAUJO, who resigned as
Venezuelan Ambassador to the
U.S. in May 1952, declared in New
York Nov. 22 that under the
dictatorship of Lieut. Col. Jiminez,
4,000 Venezuelan citizens are in
jail for political reasons, 2,000
have been sent to foreign coun-
tries as political exiles, out-
standing Army officers have been
assassinated because they opposed
the present regime, over 800
political prisoners are interned in
the malaria-infested Cuisinas Is-
land concentration camp and
many workers have been killed
for criticizing this regime of
terror. The forthcoming Vene-

Prague frameup through the

up on trial,

European countries.

zuelan elections will be a fraud,
Dr. Araujo warned.



Two Kinds

There are two important institutions in
the Cumberland mountains of Tennessee.
One is Oak Ridge, principal home of the
atomic bomb. A short distance away stands
another institution, far less known, but
equally symbolic of the barbaric brutality
of capitalist society. That's Brushy Moun-
tain Prison.

At Brushy Mountain Prison, according
to Oliver Pilat, of the N.Y. Post, slavery
still exists. Men do forced labor in a coal
mine. When they fall behind in their quota
they are lashed. Prisoners sleep four to
a crowded cell, in double-decker cots, with-
out mattresses or blankets.

Frozen Head Mine, where the men dig
the coal, produces over 120,000 tons a year,
at a profit of $200,000 for the state. The
men receive 25 cents for every ton pro-
duced over the quota — up to a maximum
of $5 a week. At the end of the month, if
they don’t make the quota, they are taken
to the “whipping rock.” To make sure the
strap will do its work, the whipping boss
rolls it in the moist sand of the floor with
his feet. Then operations begin.

The Hole (solitary confinement cells) at
Brushy Mountain consists of cages, four
feet square. The sole sources of light and
air are pinpoints in the vault-like steel
doors. Food is the traditional bread and
water. Warden Freytag told Pilat, “When
a man comes out of there he’s hall stir-
crazy, gaunt in the face, eyes sunk in his

By Harry Ring

of Prisons

head, and broke in his body and maybe his
mind.” :

Brushy Mountain isn’t the worst prison
in America. Penal authorities say it isn’t
nearly as bad as those in Louisiana and
Mississippi. But it does typify the worst
features of American prisons. To find the
best features of prison life, let’s go to Cali-
fornia. .

The Institution for Men, at Chino, Calif.,
is the best prison in the country says David
Dressler, ex-New York State Parole Direc-
tor. According to him, a visitor feels he is
entering a cellege campus. There are no
walls. There is a profusion of flowers, grass
and arbors for visiting with prisoners.

The disepline is virtually self-discipline.
Cell doors are never locked. The guards are
trained in judo, but unarmed. The men
go to meals unescorted. The sole form of
punishment is deprivation of privileges.

There are vocational training shops,
staffed by licensed teachers. The courses

.offer official credits recognized by schools
throughout the state.

There is no racial discrimination at Chi-
no. Whites, Negroes, Mexicans and Chinese
eat, sleep, work and play together. There
has never been a serious incident because
of this.

There has never been a riot at Chino.

Chino demonstrates that the inhuman
brutality, the official corruption, the at-
tempt to grind men into dirt, are the root
causes of the riots which have been oc-
curring recently in so many prisons.

It is hard to believe that the flavor of an
exciting public meeting can be put on the
printed page. Yet that is what you will
find in the September-October issue of the
magazine Fourth International, which op-
peared on the newsstands last week.

The lead article is a debate between
George Clarke, editor of the magazine, and
three professors from New York Univer-
sity. This debate, which took place at the
university, before a large student audience
at the beginning of the election campaign,
was on Marxism and the World Crisis. The
debate was recorded and this article is the
recording in print. X

Naturally, Clarke was for Marxism and
perhaps just as naturally, considering the
campus witch hunt, Professors Anton
Friedrich, Walter Wertheim and Elsworth
Raymond were against Marxism. In addi-
tion to Clarke’s lucid explanation of the
world situation and the remarks of the
professors there are the questions asked
from the audience.

The printed page comes alive with the
wit and laughter and conflict of a sharp
debate. And the reader will share the au-
dience’s disappointment when the moder-
ator points to the lateness of the hour and
declares that the meeting is over.

An article of special topical interest in
the current Fourth International is “So-
cial Conflict in Indonesia” by Tjokro. This

Debate on World Crisis

By Warren Portier

analysis of the class struggle now going
on in the young Indonesian Republic will
give the reader the background to better
understand the political demonstrations
and switches of army command that are
reported but not at all explained in the
American daily press.

Another timely article is “Behind the
Marty-Tillon Case” by Michel Pablo. Ob-
servers learned from the unexpectedness
of the Tito.developments in the Yugoslav
Communist Party that it is important to
watch and attempt to decipher the goings-
on in the mass Communist Parties of the
world. While there is no ground for ex-
pecting a development parallel to Titoism
in the huge Communist Party of France,
vet there is great ferment in the ranks.
The zig-zags of the party’s program, the
expulsions, suspensions and “self-criti-
cisms,” performed and unperformed, of
the French CP leaders are the outward
signs of the inner turbulence. Pablo sub-
jects these happenings to a detailed scru-
tiny and draws a picture which not only
makes the state of the French Communist
Party comprehensible but shows what it
portends for the future.

Other fine articles include “Capitalism
and Democracy” by Harry Frankel, a criti-
cal examination of the latest trends in
capitalist political theory, and “The Mili-
tary Coup in Egypt” by S. Munir.

Notes from the News

THE TRENTON TWO, Collis English and Ralph
Cooper, have won a new trial. The New Jersey
Supreme Court, in ordering a retrial, unanimously
reversed the life sentences given the two Negro
men in a compromise verdiet which acquitted
four of the, framed-up Trenton 6. The judges,
however, did not rule out the so-called confessions
which were sweated out of the defendants by
police in five days of continuous grilling; in-
timidation and application of drugs.

x ¥ ¥

13-YEAR OLDS to be drafted soon, is the
report in the N. Y. Times, This is not expected
to happen before the end of January.

¥ %

POLITICAL ZOMBIE, Martin Dies of Texas,
was brought back to public life by the success of
the witch hunt. After political death, following
his chairmanship of the House Un - American
activities committee in the 1930s, Dies is back
in Congress. He declares that he has a personal
list of 100,000 “subversives,” and will carry on
an independent witch hunt if he is not granted a
seat on the Un-American Committee. ‘Dies pro-
mises to introduce legislation to enlarge the
scope of the witch hunt “to include Socialists
and all those who don’t believe in our form of
Government.”

*¥ ¥ %

GERMAN FARMERS in village of Buettelborn
have told U.S. Occupation aunthorities they will
fight with “scythes and threshing flails” against
V.S. Army attempts to requisition land there for
an ammunition dump. A town meeting voted that
they did not want “anything as dangerous as an
ammunition depot” near their peaceful village.

* 5 %

IMPERIALIST SOLUTION for the poverty of
Puerto Rico, U.S, possession torn from Spain in
Spanish-American War, was offered by Bishop
Homer A. Tomlinson, general overseer of the
Church of God. He advocates that one-third of the
island’s 2,200,000 people move to other Latin
American countries rather than migrating to
the U.S., as many are doing, in search of work.

* % %

UNION SOLIDARITY was a major factor in
the victory of the six-week Rice-Stix strike at
plants in St. Louis and Farmingdale, Missouri
and Water Valley, Mississippi. The strikers are
members of the CIO Amalgamated Clothing
Workers Union. In Water Valley the Mississippi
National Guard was used 'in an unsuccess®
attempt to break the strike. Over 700 AFL
teamsters and warehousemen in St. Louis refused
0 cross picket lines around the Rice-Stix ware-

house. Warehouse bosses called up teamsters,
buttonholed them on the street, arguing: “This is
not your strike, you will not get anything out of
it. Do you think the workers in Farmingdale or
Mississippi would do as much for you?” The
teamsters’ steadfast reply was, “we aren’t scabs.”
Details of the settlement will not be made public
until the strikers have voted on them.
* ¥ %=

THE NAACP won a significant case in a federal
district court in Virginia against segregation on
interstate buses. The judge ruled that even though
the bus was traveling from one Jim Crow state
to another, segregation laws imposed “an undue
burden on interstate commerce.” ¢

¥ ¥ %

ROMAN EMPEROR MORE LIBERAL than
the U.S. witch hunters is the conclusion of a
student of the classics in a letter to the N. Y.
Herald Tribune. The writer, in discussing the
“loyalty” purges, quotes a letter written by the
pagan Emperor Trajan 1,800 years ago to Pliny,
who was a governor of a distant Roman colony,
about the persecution of the “subversive"
Christians. Though Trajan was all for the punish-
ment. of Christians, he told Pliny not to violate
Roman liberties. “Information without the ac
cuser’s name subseribed must not be admitted in
evidence against any one, as it is introducing :
very dangerous precedent, and by no means agree-
able to the spirit of the age,” the Emperor warn-
ed. U.S. Loyalty Boards and federal district at-
torneys use precisely this kind of “evidence,” but
then nobody ever claimd they were as advanced
as Trajan.

%® % %

I. F. STONE, columnist for the now-defunct
N. Y. Daily Compass and author of “The Hidden
History of the Korean War,” has announced thar
on Jan, 17 he will launch a news-letter, Tt will be
called I. F. Stone’s Weekly, and will cost $5 for :
vear's subscription The address is; 1. F, Stone's
Weekly, Room 14A, 20 E. 35th St., N. Y. 18,
N. Y.

* ¥ ¥

REYNOLDS ALUMINUM CO. is protesting
the local tax assessor’s valuation of its Portland,
Oregon, plant at $7.3 million as too high. The plant
has a replacement value today of $50-60 million.
It was built with taxpayers’ money by the govern-
ment at a cost of $19 million and then sold to
Reynolds for $8 million.

* ¥ %

15,300 MEMBERS of the UAW-CIO are today
drawing pensions under union-negotiated con-
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Briggs Workers
Batile Against
Jim-Grow Hiring

By E. Logan

engaged in a running battle with

against Negro women,

tract provisions on rehiring laid-
off workers-who have seniority.

union leadership showed no enthu-
off after the war.

start hiring women. White women
were re-hired. Negro women, how-
ever, were not.

The issue came to a head on
election day. A key department
walked out in protest over the
discrimination. Two stewards then
went to the company employment
office to watch., There they dis-
covered that application blanks
were given to new women appli-
cants but that colored women ap-
plicants were being told that there
were no jobs for women.

MANAGEMENT RETREATS
Angered by this flagrant Jim
Crow the stewards informed the
rejected Negro women what was
going on and together with them
staged a protest in the employ-
ment office.

Management backed down and
gave employment applications to
all. The stewards further succeed-
ed in forcing the company to send
telegrams to nine Negro women
who were entitled to be re-hired
but had been rejected. The next
day the nine women were re-hired,

Two days later the company
instituted a speed-up in a differ-
ent department. This was met by
the line workers in the customary
manner — a walkout. As the de-
partments walked out one by one,
management waited till the turn
came of the department which had
figured in the anti-diserimination
walkout two days before. Imme-
diately the Chief SteAvard of that
department was fired.

Though the union officialdom
put out a statement condemning
the walkout, militant rank and
filers are determined to force the
re-instatement of the Chief Stew-
ard.

The membership of Briggs-Con-
nor Local T42 has consistently
voted anti-Reutherite,

N. J. Radical Yote
Fell Off Sharply
Compared to 1948

NEWARK—Conservative moods
and the widespread belief that
the contest between Eisenhower
and Stevenson would be settled
by a narrow margin contributed
to a big decline in the votes re-
corded for the minor parties in
New Jersey on Nov. 4. Although
thereswas a substantial increase
in the total vote, only 30,000 votes
were cast in this state for minor-
party presidential candidates this
vear, as compared with 73,000 in
1948,

Reports from the 21 county
clerks show that the biggest loss
was suffered by the Progressive
Party, whose presidential ticket
fell from 42,683 in 1948 to 5,589
this year.

The Socialist Workers Party
presidential vote also declined —
from 5,825 in 1948 to 3,842 for
Farrell Dobbs and Myra Tanner
Weiss in 1952.

The same trend was shown in
the balloting for United States
Senator. The combined vote of the
minor-party candidates for this
office four years ago was 50,000;
this time it was only 20,000,

The Progressive vote for Sen-
ator fell from 22,658 to 7,167.
The Socialist Workers Party can-
didate, George Breitman, who got
8,076 votes in 1948, got 5,088 this
time,

The other SWP candidate »for
office in New Jersey, William E.
Behannan, running for one of the
state’s 14 congressional seats, re-
ceived 1,750 votes, In 1950 he got
883 votes for the same post, ahd
in 1948 he got 2,387.
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tracts,

DETROIT — CIO auto workers| "
at the Briggs-Connor plant are|

management over discrimination| =
For some time men and women |

militants have been pointing to|:
the company's violation of con-|:

Company policy was to hire new|
men and not to rehire women, The|_

siasm for fighting to get back wo- |’
men workers who had been laid|.

Finally tightness of the labor|
market forced the company to| g

the United Nations.” Morgan also

Framed Unionist’s Family

Aiding in campaign to free jailed United Electrical Workers
strike leader, Harold Ward, is his family shown above. Ward is
being tried on a murder charge which his union claims was
framed to disrupt the strike of Int'l Harvester Co. workers.
See story on page one.

(Continued from page 1)

ample Richard Gosser, Auto
Workers' Vice-President, writes in
the Toledo Union Journal: “As
for the entire labor movement, I
am sure it will fight with every
ounce . and every weapon at its
disposal against every proposal. ..
aimed against the rights of work-
ers. .. ." And Charles J. Smith, a
distriet director (west coast) of
the steelworkers’ union with a
reputation for brains and ability
somewhat higher than that of the
average steel union official, is
reported by Ford Facts to have
said that labor will firht attacks
“with all we have. . . The White
House and the new Congress will
continue to hear our wants. We'll
ghout them loud and often.”

DON'T GIVE THE ANSWER

Sueh militant remarks are all
right as far as they go. The only
“rouble is, they don't answer the
big strategic questions of labor’s
coming battles. They don't even
pose those questions. They don’t
consider, for example, how labor
will raake any eains or hold its
own under a Republican setup
that it considers hostile when if
has been losing ground under a
Democratic administration that it
considered “friendly.”” They don’t
fell just what labor’s strength
consists of, and how if may be
mobilized in a more successful
manner on both the political and
economic fields.

For example, a columnist in
Justice plays the all-wise sage,
and pontificates as follows: “It
tas been a hard and painful
lesson. . . But if it awakens many
trade unionists — and many trade
union leaders as well — from the
political  apathy induced by
prosperity, it may in the end be
worth while.”

This is all very well, but our
expert fails to instruct us in just
-one thing: What should labor
learn from the election and what
should it do next? Imsofar as this
avriter and others like him in the
labor press have anv answer at

UNIONS EXPRESS FEARS
ON REPUBLICAN REGIME

all, it is simply to advocate con-
tinnation of the policy which
brought disaster: continued sup-
port to the Dixiecrat - dominated
Democratic party.

BLIND ALLEY

The Democratic - support policy
of labor has actually run into a
blind alley. When the Democrats
won, the labor leaders supporting
them found themselves tied to a
party which was steadily retreat-
ing down the same reactionary
path indicated by the Repub-
Yicans. When the Democrats lost,
the labor leaders found them-
gelves in a weakened and semi-
dependent state, and now face an
incoming Republican regime with
all defenses weakened by 20 years
of toadying to Washington.

But the worst dead-end result-
ing from the Democratic-support
policy of the labor leaders is the
absence of perspective. Labor may
suffer electoral set backs here
and there even when it has its
own party, but it will not suffer
a total loss of perspective in so
doing, Tt will have the self-con«
fidence that comes from a power-
ful and growing party of labor,
whether in office or in opposition.
It will be able to ask the whole
population to back such a party
as one which can open up a great
new future for the American peo-
ple, in contrast with the Demo-
crats who only offer the same
thing as the Republicans.

For ‘Emergency’

President Truman has asked
the Civil Service Commission to
draw up a list of big-shot ex-
ecutives in private industry who
can be called into the government
in case of “war emergency.”
Basis of the list: industrialists
who have “rendered services in
Washington” in the past. Exact
nature of past “services render-
ed” was not mentioned, but it is
assumed they alzo did themselves
and their firms a little good and

Criminal

Lifts the
Y.

of thugs, goons
crooks of the Demoeratic machine
who testified last week at the
hearings of the N. Y. State Crime
Commission.
Their testimony reads like the
seript of “The Senator Was In-
discreet.” A member of the Wil-
itam Connelly Political Associa-
tion testified to his appointment
as a judge’s clerk. He reported to
work about four days a month
and regularly split his $240 take-
home pay with the secretary of
the club because he thought it
would be “a very nice gesture.”
Another ex-district leader testi-
fied ruefully that he was deposed
from his Tammany office because
“The boss didn't wan’t 'me any-
more.” The “boss” of Tammany
Hall at the time, he explained,
was Frank Costello. Costello,
reputed to have been the over-
lord of the New York under-
world, is currently doing a stretch
at Atlanta.

THIRSTY

Alfred Toplitz, former Tam-
many District Leader, appointed
Chief Clerk of the Board of Elec-
tions in 1948 by Frank Sampson,
now patronage dispenser for the
Honorable Mayor Impellitteri,
was revealed to have been fired
as a Prohibition Agent, for the
alleged theft of 4,900 cases of
liquor

Tammany leader Carmine De-
Sapio testified that in 1944 his
draft board classified him as “2-A
— essential non-defense employ-
ment.” Earlier in the day he

Militant Bazaar
Offers Rare Buys

NEW YORK — The Militant
Bazaar, to be held Dec. 6 and 7,
will feature women’s fall and
winter clothing priced substan-
tially below wholesale cost.

Corduroy, jersey, velvet, and
plaid wool skirts originally priced
from $7.45 to $22.50 will sell from
$3 to $8. A wide selection of
blouses in the $5 to $15.95 bracket
will go for 82 to $5.

An attractive line of fall
dresses, in all sizés, will be mark-
ed down to one third of their
original selling price. Slacks,
sport  shirts, pedal pushers,
jackets of the latest eut, all will
be offered “for a song.”

In addition there will be a wide
variely of jewelry, leather goods
and curfos collected from all parts
of the world, A new feature of
this wear’s bazaar ‘will be an
attractive selection of unfinished
modern book cases, coffee and
cocktail tables priced to meet any
competition.

The bazaar will be held at 116
University Place, New York. The
doors will open promptly at 3
P.M. both davs. Closing time on

would be ready to return.

Saturday will be 12 midnight, and
Sunday 8 PM.

Hearing
Lid on

Democrats

By Harry Ring
NEW YORK, Nov. 26 — The old American adagé
about capitalist politics being “a dirty business” is somee

thing of an understatement,
and political®

to judge from the parade

testified that he was unemployed
in 1944.

The value of knowing the right
people at City Hall was borne
out at the hearings by convicted
gambling chieftain Frank Ericke
son. During his ten month stay at
Rikers Island prison he received
184 “bench” visits, including one
from his tailor. “Bench” visitd,
without the customary annoyance
of being separated from the
visitor by a screen are usually
permitted to clergymen and ate
torneys on business. There were
a total of 186 such visits to the
other 2,400 inmates during Erike
son’s sojourn there.

In addition Erikson was assigne
ed a soft job in the prison hoss
pital, with better food and living
quarters. All of this was done,
according to the warden, on
orders of Correction Commis8ioneg
Albert Williams.

EMINENT NAMES

=g

Throughout the hearings, namesa
of eminent public officials cone
stantly cropped up such as Feds.
eral judge Thomas Murphy,.Fed-
eral Judge Irving Saypol, United
States Attorney Miles Lane,
former General Sessions Judge F,
X. Mancuso, Mayor Impellitteri,
and a host of others.

For the most part these names
were involved in the testimony of
Thomas (Three Fingers Brown)
Luchese, reputed succesor to
Frank Costello, Vincent Rao, and
Joseph “Socks” Lanza. Rao, a self~
described “real-estate operator;®
has been arrested five times on
agsorted charges of homicide and
grand larceny. He beat each rap.
Lanza has a record as long as hia
reputedly powerful right arm,

A number of witnesses testified
to offers of municipal judgeships
for sale at $15,000 to 25,000 each,
The job pays $13,000 a year for
ten years. One witness, 76 years
old, explained that he turned down
an offer “because of my age”

According to testimony, a Tame
many official declared in 194§
that the leaders “were getting too
hungry and ruining the party by
asking $100,000 for a Supreme
Court Judgeship.” But the Come
mission’s enquiries into the afe
fairs of Aaron J. Levy, formeg
Supreme Court Justice, indicates
that the price may have been
about right. y

In addition to pointing up 8
whole series of highly irregulas
matters, the Commission’s come
pilation of Levy’s “known cash
receipts and disbursements” dure
ing the past five years alone show
an income of over $326,000. Of
this known income there was a
matter of $30,000 that neither the
Commission nor Levy could eXe
plain.

The Commission, picked by Ree
publican Governor Dewey, hasn'$
displayed any particular interesd
in the Republican Stable, Le
pointing to Republican officials
lnre cynically ignored. They don’#
'want a good thing to go too far,

State Dept.

(Continued from page 1)
ers of war who say they do not
want to be sent back to their
homelands should be placed under
the custody of a Repatriation
Commission. and after 90 days
their disposition “shall be referred
by the Repatriation Commission to
the political conference to be
called under Article 60 of the
draft armistice agreement.”

This touches the nub of the
matter and indicates why the U.S.
cooked up the “voluntary re-
patriation” issue. The U.S. rulers
don’t want to discuss the issues
such gs the recognition of New
China and the disposition of
Formosa, that would come to the
fore #f a political conference
were held after a truce,

BRITISH OPINION

Thus, Carlvle Morgan, Chief of
the London News Bureau of the
Christian Science Monitor, reports
strong British opinion to the
effect “that the basis to the
problem (POW issue) may be
American refusal to recognize
that a revolution has taken place
in China and to recognize Chinese
Communists’ claims to a place in

writes that British correspondents
“report American objections tend
to harden against any reference
to a political conference after the

Maneuvers

post-war machinery already
agreed to at Panmunjom."”

Gen. Eisenhower has declared
himself for “voluntary repatria-
tion.” The N. Y.-Times presented
on Nov. 21 “disclosures” by “per-
sons familiar with the views” of
Eisenhower and his Seeretary of
State Dulles that both are “very
skeptical” about the chances of a
trace. “Dulles feels that the Com-
munists would find something else
if the Korea prisoner issue were
settled.”

U.S. RAISED ISSUE

But it was not the Communists
who raised this issue. It was the
U.S. The very term, “voluntary
repatriation,” was invented for
the occasion. Tt was first inter-
jected into the negotiations in
Dee. 1951, Lindesay Parrott, Far
East correspondent of the N. Y.’
Times, wrote on Jan. 2, 1952, that
“voluntary repatriation” is
new departure in the history of
warfare.”

‘Walter Lippmann, top political
commentator of the N. Y. Herald
Tribune, at that time pointed out
that the U.S. initiated and signed,
along with 58 other countries, the
Geneva Convention of 1949, which
was expressly designed to re-
pudiate “voluntary repatriation”
because of the “prolonged deten-
tion by the Russians of the

‘.,
“a

war, though this is ‘part of the

prisoners they had captured and

in UN on Korea Truce

their refusal to return so many
of them on the ground that these
men preferred to remain in the
Communist * world.,” Lippmann
conceded, “It js plain that the
treaty does not contemplate the
problem we now have before us
in Korea. . . There is not a word
in the treaty about volhuntary
repatriation.”

The U.S. military command
last April claimed to have taken
a poll of 170,000 Chinese and
Korean prisoners and that 100,-
000 said they would “foreibly
resist” repatriation “back to Com-
munism.” This poll was exposed
as a fraud when tens of thou-
sands of prisoners of war
violently resisted attempts to get
their “vote” on “voluntary re-
patriation.” Time magazine des-
cribed the “poll” as a “serious
mistake” with the figures *“in
some cases a rough and ready
gaess.”

To return Chinese prisoners of
war to China, if they object, is
“morally intolerable” and the
U.S. insists on “voluntary re-
patriation” on “humane grounds,”
said the N. Y. Times editorially.

BATTLE CASUALTIES

The humanitarian U.S. rulers
who find “involuntary repatria-
tion” so “morally intolerable” are
responsible for the more than

Korea since the POW issue was
first raised. These same moralists
have carried out “scorched earth®™
war fare that has slaughtered and
maimed millions of Korean civie
lians. They have engaged
wholesale massacres of helpleas
prisoners of war on Koje Island
and other prison camps,

The *“voluntary repatriation™
issue was contrived not on moral
or humane grounds but for future
advantage in counter - revolus
tionary warfare., “Large numbers
of the prisoners in the U.N.s
hands surrendered because they
were told they could thereby free
themselves from Communist cone
trol,” claims the Nov. 23 N. Y,
Times. “Thus . . . if the Wesbh
now turns these prisoners back to
the Communists, it would per-
manently deprive itself of one of
its most powerful weapons in the
struggle with communism.”

The Nov. 24 Christian Scienea
Monitor writes that “from Peking,
capital of Communist China,
come reports that the governmens
radio has ‘welcomed’ the Indiam
proposal . . .” This proposal cone
tains the very proposition thag
U.S. negotiators put forward as
most likely to prevent a truce, If
the Chinese turn down the Indiz
plan, the responsibility liesg
squarely with the U.S. imperiale
ists who have been doing all they

27,000 U.S. battle casualiies I

can to keep the Korea war ”h"



