
Where WHI 
American Labor 
Go from Here?

By Farrell Dobbs

W orkers o f  the W orld9 U n ite !

The political policies of the labor leaders have been 
proved bankrupt. For twenty years they have been the 
most ardent supporters of the Democratic Party. They 
have insisted that only support of the Democratic machine 
could stem reaction. They have bitterly opposed the 
ci'eation of a labor party. The end result of their policy is 
the elevation to power of the party of Taft and McCarthy.

By supporting the Democrats, the labor leaders were 
aiding those who paved the way for the Republican victory 
and the strengthening of reaction. Above all, by their 
alliance with the Democrats, the labor leaders gave sanc­
tion to the Korean War, the most unpopular war in U.S. 
history. While sentiment was growing for an end to this 
war and for withdrawal of American troops from Korea, 
these union officials backed the party that openly espoused 
continuation of the war.

The Republicans were able to capitalize on the popular 
sentiment against the Korean War because the labor move­
ment offered no political alternative, by way of a powerful 
labor party, to those who were disgusted and angered by 
the “ pplice action” initiated by the Truman administration. 
These disaffected people, especially among the middle class, 
sought to protest by voting for the Republicans.

This Democratic Party which the labor leaders sup­
ported has fostered reaction all down the line. The Demo­
crats have not carried through a single significant pro­
gressive measure since 1938. Under the Democrats, as 
Stevenson boasted, the corporations amassed profits on a 
scale never known before. One reactionary law after an­
other—  the Smith Gag Act, the Taft-Hârtley Act, the 
McCarran Concentration-Camp Act, the McCarran Immi­
gration Act — has been pushed through with the majority 
support of the Democrats in Congress.

Instead of mobilizing the mighty power of labor and 
its allies to figh t the reactionary trend of the Democrats, 
the union officials deliberately concealed it. They closed 
their eyes to the anti-labor implications in Stevenson’s 
speeches, as they had previously ignored the many strike­
breaking acts of both Roosevelt and Truman.- Instead of 
fighting tooth and nail to defend civil liberties against the 
anti-Communist witch hunt initiated and carried through 
by the Truman administration, they emulated this witch­
hunt in their own unions. They helped pave the way for 
the Republican triumph.

Thus, the energy, activity and resources that labor 
spent on this election are worse than wasted. I f  this same 
energy and resources had been used to lay the basis for 
labor’s own party, there would now be something solid 
and substantial on which to build for the future. I f  labor 
had built its own party soon enough to campaign inde­
pendently in this election, we might have had a Workers 
and Farmers Government in Washington today instead of 
those darlings of Wall Street, Eisenhower and Nixon.

Let us heed the lesson and warning of this election. 
Labor does not have unlimited time ahead. The next logical 
and imperative step for labor is to figh t for political power 
in its own name and on its own program.

Our party, the Socialist Workers Party, has cam­
paigned for the socialist solution to war and capitalist 
crisis and for a complete break of the labor movement 
with the two-party system of Big Business. The debacle 
of the policy of labor support for the Democratic capital­
ist, party underscores the need to figh t harder than ever 
for our program.

, Labor must come forth with its own party as the 
political leader of the nation. That is the only way we will 
be able to halt reaction in its tracks and to carry through 
a progressive solution of the grave problems facing the 
American people.

TH E MILITANT
P U B L IS H E D  W E E K L Y  IN  T H E  IN T E R E S T S  O F  T H E  W O R K IN G  P E O P L E
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GOP Victory Continues Trend 
To Right Begun by Democrats

PEKING PEACE CONFERENCE 
HEARS CEYLON REVOLUTIONIST

The participation of Ceylonese representatives of the 
Fourth International in the recent Peking Peace Confer­
ence of Asian peoples is reported in the Oct. 30 issue of
Samasamajist, English weekly of®
the Lanka Samasamaja Party, people leading the peoples of Asia 
Two LSSP leaders, Edmund in the fight fo r peace and free- 
Samarakkody and Hector Fer- dom.
nando, were members of the 
Ceylon delegation to the con­
ference.

Edmund Samarakkody, address­
ing. the General Session of the 
Peking Peace Conference, made 
a stirring  appeal fo r the overthrow 
of imperialism as the pre­
requisite fo r the restoration of 
peace in Asia. He spoke in behalf 
of the entire delegation which 
represented different points of 
view, according to the Sama- 
samajist. We reproduce his speech 
below:

*  *  *

As a representative of the 
workers, peasants and the peace- 
loving people of Ceylon, my first 
task is to extend our fraternal I 
greeting to the People’s Republic 
of China which has arisen out of 
the mighty revolutionary strug­
gles of the Chinese people. We 
hail the victories of the Chinese 
people and stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the class warriors 
of the Chinese Revolution in the 
historic struggles still facing 
them.

The fa r - reaching changes in 
China and the astounding achieve­
ments of the Chinese people 
w ithin a short period of three 
years are the greatest incentive 
fo r the maintenance of peace. 
Nearly one-fifth of the human race 
are moulding with their own 
hands a new society w ith unex­
ampled fa ith  and unparalleled 
courage. We, the people of Ceylon, 
salute the New China and are 
tru ly  proud to see the Chinese

To the peoples of Asia the 
direct connection between war 
and imperialism is too clear to 
r e q u i r e  demonstration. The 
achievement of peace in China is 
the logical outcome of the over­
throw of imperialism by the 
Chinese people. The struggle to 
restore and preserve peace in Asia 
is therefore nothing less than the 
struggle to throw the imperialists 
out of Asia and to stamp out the 
imperialist system forever.

As fighters fo r peace, therefore, 
we stand shoulder to shoulder 
w ith the other subject peoples of 
Asia who in the most adverse 
conditions and even without 
proper arms are struggling for 
their national freedom.

In regard to the organization 
of the struggle fo r peace in Asia 
we desire to urge the widest ap­
plication of the . United Front 
method. On that basis we urge 
the importance of seeking to draw 
into this peace movement of the 
Asian regions a ll progressive 
political parties and peoples in 
Asia.

To win their co-operation w ill 
be to ensure the participation of 
the entire working class in these 
countries and all peace - loving 
people, in our struggles fo r peace 
in Asia.

Friends, allow me to add one 
more word. In my humble opinion 
i t  is not too early to state that 
this Conference is a complete 
success. Out of a conference a 
movement has been born. Long 
live the movement fo r national 
independence and peace!

Discontent over Korea, Inflation, 
Taxes Brings Shift to Republicans

By George Breitman
The Republican victory marks a continuation of the shift to the right in Amer­

ican political life that began with the 1946 election. I t  gives political power,to the capi­
talist party that is viewed as most conservative by the American people, that was 
opposed by the labor leaders and that has no obligation to the labor movement. I t
proves once again that the labor^-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
leaders’ policy of hanging onto I 
the Democratic Party is ineffec-^ 
tive as a means of stopping the 
advance of reaction.

Eisenhower’s election was made 
possible by a shift of around five 
percent of the total vote, but i t  
was a decisive electoral victory.
However, this does not mean that 
the Republicans won a m ajority 
of the votes of all classes in the 
country. By and large the work­
ers in  the' big cities and the Ne­
groes stuck to the Democratic 
Party in about the 6amfe num­
bers as in 1948, w ith minor ex­
ceptions. The increased G<OP vote 
resulted mainly from a bigger 
turnout by the middle classes, in ­
cluding farmers, and by the 
decision of part of the Southern 
ruling class to support the na­
tional ticket of the Republicans 
w ith whom they have been in­
formally allied in Congress for 
several years.

Under a tw o -p a rty  system 
where both major parties promote 
the interests of Big Business but 

(Continued on page 41

FARRELL DOBBS and MYRA T. WEISS, Socialist Workers 
Party candidates for President and Vice President, thanked their 
supporters and pledged to continue the fight for a labor party, 
against war and for socialism.

BOLIVIAN TIN MINES NATIONALIZATION 
STRIKES BLOW AT U.S. EXPLOITERS

An event of great significancej 
for labor in the United States j 
has occurred in Bolivia, a small 
land-locked South American coun­
try  whose population is mainly 
Indian. On Oct- 31, amid cere­
monies in the mining center of 
Catavi, the new Bolivian govern­
ment under President V ictor Paz 
Estensooro formally seized and 
nationalized the big foreign-owned 
tin mining corporations, Patino, 
Hochschild and Aramayo.

Thus, a powerful blow has been 
struck at U.S. imperialism within 
the Western Hemisphere, which 
Wall Street has always con­
sidered its very special private 
preserve. This is the firs t time 
that such nationalization has 
taken place in this hemisphere as 
the result of revolutionary action 
by the workers. The previous 
Bolivian m ilita ry  government 
dominated by the tin interests 
was overthrown by the direct 
mass action of the working peo­
ple.

I t  is conservatively reported 
that one-third of the shares of 
the three seized companies are in 
the hands of American investors. 
The bulk of the Patino stocks are 
owned by U.S. interests and the 
company is registered in this 
country. British and Swiss in ­

terests are sizable in the other 
companies.

For decades U.S. capitalists 
have profited from the toil of the 
terribly exploited Bolivian work­
ers. Patino profits in 1950 alone 
were 42.7% of the company’s 
claimed investment. So great was 
the intensity of exploitation that 
profits within three years equalled 
the value of the companies.

The U.S. capitalist newspapers 
have been growling and snarling 
at the nationalizations but, at 
this stage, the U.S. imperialist 
government is not in position to 
intervene directly to grab the ! 
mines back fo r American private 
investors. I t  can only, as the 
N. Y. Times demands editorially, 
“ seek the prompt, adequate and 
effective compensation of Amer­
ican interests.”

These threo companies, forced 
to relinquish the property and 
resources they looted from the 
Bolivian people, are claiming $60 
million compensation. The gov­
ernment has offered them nearly 
$22 million — i f  they pay the 
more than $500 million they owe 
the government "in back income 
taxes, illegal dollar exchange 
transactions, fines, etc.

U.S. capitalists cannot blame the 
loss of the tin mines on "Soviet 
aggression.”  This was “ aggres­
sion” by the Bolivian masses. The 
correspondent of the Christian 
Science Monitor wrote from La 
Paz, Bolivia, on Nov. 3, that the 
“ armed workers still outnumber 
the regular soldiers.”

The dispossessed mine owners 
are try ing  to foment a U.S. 
embargo on Bolivian tin.

SWP WINS FCC RULING; GETS 
FREE ELECTION TIME ON CBS

An extremely significant ruling was made on Oct. 31 
by the Federal Communications Commission in upholding 
a complaint of discrimination made by the Socialist Work-

Extry! Prosecutor 
Tells Truth, Extry!

A t the Smith Act tria l of 
Communist Party leaders in 
Foley Square the other day 
th e  government prosecutor 
made a truthfu l and profound 
legal observation.

The defense offered as a 
piece of evidence an article by 
the pro lific Stalinist hack 
w rite r V. J. Jerome, one of the 
defendants.

Immediately the government 
shyster was on his feet with 
“ I object, your honor.”

“ On what grounds?”  in­
quired the judge.

“ I t  is irrelevant,”  came the 
prosecutors reply.

I t  soon turned out that the 
authorship of this particular 
article is the sole “ overt act” 
allegedly violating the Smith 
Act cited by the government 
n the indictment of Jerome.

ers Party against Columbia 
Broadcasting System, Inc. The 
FCC ruling eliminates one of the 
strongest alibis of the big broad­
casters in denying m inority par­
ties equal opportunities with the 
two major parties.

The Federal Communications 
Act specifically states in Section 
31-5 that broadcasters are to 
provide equal opportunity to all 
legally qualified candidates for 
the same office. Time granted to 
one candidate, whether purchased 
or furnished free as a public 
service, must, according to the 
law be furnished to all other can­
didates.

Ph o n y  a r g u m e n t
CBS, however, sought to get 

around this ruling by contending 
♦hat the time i t  had granted 
Senator Sparkman on a program 
called “ Pick the Winner’’ was 
granted not on behalf of his 
candidacy fo r Vice-President but 
merely because of its news value.

On this basis CBS had denied 
an equivalent amount of time to 
Myra Tanner Weiss.

The FCC ruled in this case that- 
the “ use”  of UBS facilities by a 
'cgally qualified candidate “ gave 
rise to the obligation”  by CBS to 
provide “ eoual opportunities,”  to 
other candidates.

I t  further ruled that the broad­
caster had not discharged his 
obligation “ merely by offering 
the same amount and class of 
time.n

I t  stated that “ factors such as 
the size of the potential audience 
because of the appearance of the 
firs t candidate on an established 
or popular program should ob­
viously be considered by the 
parties in reaching a satisfactory 
and equitable adjustment of the 
problem.”

TIME GIVEN MYRA WEISS
In consequence of the decision, 

Myra Tanner Weiss, SWP Vice- 
Presidential candidate, was able 
to deliver a final campaign address 
on Sunday, Nov. 2. over the CBS 
radio network. Unfortunately, the 
lateness of the FCC ruling, which 
was rendered on Oct. 31 in 
answer to the SWP complaint sub­
mitted on Oct. 7, probably 
prevented the SWP from appear­
ing on a number of programs on 
other networks to which i t  was 
entitled.

Nevertheless the decision must 
be regarded as a clear victory 
for civil liberties, clearing the way 
for a more equitable allocation 
of radio and TV time in the 
future.

Kutcher Decision 
Commented on by 
Nation Magazine

“ The Nation,”  liberal weekly 
printed the following editorial 
comment on ‘The Kutcher Deci­
sion”  in its Nov. 1 issue:

The United States Court of Ap­
peals, in a unanimous decision,1 
has hold that mere membership 
in an organization listed as 
“ subversive”  does not constitute 
sufficient ground fo r the dis­
charge of a government employee. 
Handed down in the case of James 
Kutcher, the legless veteran who 
held a minor clerical position in 
the Newark office of the Vet­
erans Administration, the decision 
represents the firs t legal setback 
the government has received in an 
individual case since the loyalty 
program was established.

The Loyalty Review Board 
from its inception has taken the 
position that membership in a 
listed organization made dismissal 
mandatory. The court has new 
said that mere membership, in 
the absence of other evidence, 
does not ju s tify  dismissal. In 
effect the decision shifts primary 
responsibility fo r the determina­
tion of loyalty back to the ad­
ministrator or department head 
— where i t  belongs. In this in­
stance, the Administrator of Vet­
eran A ffa irs  must determine “ the 
ultimate issue as to whether on 
all the evidence r e a s o n a b l e  
grounds exist fo r the belief that 
Kutcher is disloyal.”  In view of 
this decision and the Supreme 
Court’s ruling in the Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee case that organ­
izations cannot be listed as sub­
versive without notice and a hear­
ing, the present lis t should be set 
aside. Otherwise the government 
w ill be in the untenable position 
of maintaining an illegal official 
“ blacklist” and thus gravely un­
dermining freedom of political 
association. Until i t  is formally 
abandoned, the lis t w ill continue 
to work grave injustice on a great 
many citizens of whom only a few 
have ever been government em­
ployees.

KOREAN WAR- DECISIVE 
ISSUE OF THE ELECTION

By A rt Preis
One of the strange paradoxes of the election is that 

millions of the people who believed they were voting for 
peace helped to put into the White House a professional
m ilitarist and thereby gave the»p........ .............. ........ ......  —
strongest position in the land to P'ace GIs an<t did not elaborate 
a representative of the war- 
minded m ilita ry caste. Their 
traditional and justifiable distrust 
of m ilitarists gave way to their 
hopes that Eisenhower’s promise 
of peace could be trusted.

I t  is generally acknowledged 
that the issue which contributed 
most to the defeat of the Demo­
crats is the Korean war. Stev­
enson showed his awareness of 
the crucial nature of this issue 
and its threat to his aspirations 
by his insistence throughout the 
campaign that the Republicans 
abide by their original bi-partisan 
agreement to exclude Korea from 
election discussion. Finally, he 
made an eleventh-hour gesture on 
election eve, stating that the 
Korean war and “ the miserable 
stalemate must be freshly review­
ed by fresh minds”  and that 
“ solution, settlement and an 
armistice”  in Korea “ is the first 
order of public business.”

Eisenhower’s campaign bogged 
down, as even the Republican 
press admitted, until, fearful of 
losing, he began to attack the 
Truman administration fo r “ bung­
ling”  into the Korean slaughter 
and implying that he would make 
serious and strenuous efforts to 
halt the war and achieve peace.

WHAT HE PROMISED

just how his presence in Korea 
could help establish peace.

TRUCE NOT EXCLUDED
It  is not excluded, of course, 

that he may find i t  expedient to 
agree to a truce in Korea. That 
can be achieved any time the 
U.S. command drops its stall of 
“ voluntary repatriation”  a n d  
agrees to return all Chinese 
prisoners of war in exchange fo r 
Americans held in North Korea. 
But the Republicans even as the 
Democrats would have done, w ill 
accept a truce only i f  they feel 
that continuation of the Korean 
war interferes with their larger 
aims 2 nd strategy for a future 
atomic world war against the 
Soviet Union, with the central 
battlefield in Europe.

This is not, however, what those 
who swung to the Republican can­
didate on the Korean issue were 
led to believe. And they may well 
insist that Eisenhower carry 
through on what they consider 
his implied, i f  not outright, 
promise to end the Korean war 
promptly and w ithout further 
losses. Before the elections fear 
was already voiced that both the 
GIs in Korea and their folks at 
home might press demands on 
Eisenhower, i f  he won, fa r 
beyond what he intended. Fear 
especially was expressed that 
Eisenhower m ight be confronted 
w ith the demand fo r immediate 
w,th drawal of U.S. forces from 
Korea.

REACTION LN KOREA
Thus. Henry S. Hayward, Chief 

Far Eastern Correspondent of 
The Christian Science Monitor, 
reported on Oct. 30 from Tokyo 
that failure of Eisenhower to 
make his trip  to Korea or failure 
of such a v is it “ to improve the 
•situation . . . might, have an un­
favorable effect on American 
froons, some of whom already, 
according to reports, are an- 
ticioating General Eisenhower’s 
arrival and the war’s early 
termination.”

Hayward the next day further 
reported the opinion of observers 
in Korea that “ the withdrawal 
issue . . . may misguide the 
American people on the eve of 

(Continued on page 2)

U.S. casualty figures, released 
by the Pentagon November 5, 
showed an increase of 1,174 over 
the previous week. This makes 
the present total for killed, 
wounded and missing 124,569. 
Selective Service announced that 
it w ill draft 48,000 in the month 
of January.

His precise promises, on close 
examination, reveal nothing that 
actually assures even a reduction 
of U.S. casualties — now five 
times more numerous than last 
spring — let alone bringing the 
fighting to a halt or withdrawing 
U.S. forces from Korea. But 'he 
deliberately conveyed the impres­
sion to millions of people sick of 
Korea that he would bring the 
war to a close without further 
heavy U.S. losses, although he 
slickly worded his utterances so 
he could later deny that he in­
tended to give such an impression.

A ll Eisenhower said was that 
he thought South Koreans should 
be trained to replace American 
troops in the fron t lines and that 
he was ready to go to Korea to 
examine the situation there. He 
did not say how soon or to what 
extent South Koreans would re-

A n  In s p ir in g  Exam ple
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W ho Made 
America ?

Letters on Radio-TV Speeches 
Praise SWP Stand, Candidates

The Fight for Free Schools
Today it  is taken for granted that every child has a 

righ t to an education. That’s what there are public schools 
for. To be sure, these schools may be inadequate, over­
crowded, the teachers may be underpaid and scared to say 
boo because of the witch hunt, nonetheless there is free 
education up through high school in the U.S. But i t  wasn’t 
always that way.

For example in 1820 there were 24,000 illiterate chil­
dren in New York City — because their parents couldn’t  
afford to pay for their education. In 1830 in Pennsylvania 
250,000 out of 400,000 children didn’t go to school — be­
cause schooling wasn’t free.

The progressive ideas of a revolution — the Puritan 
Revolution of 1640 in Britain — reverberated across the 
ocean and started New England off with a school system 
very advanced for its day. The Massachusetts Puritans in 
1647 ordered that every town of over 50 families must 
maintain a reading school. This was based on the Protest­
ant belief that everyone should be able to read the Bible.

These schools weren’t free. The cost of running them 
was pro-rated among the parents of the children. In the 
early days when the settlers were pretty much of the 
same social level this worked. But with the birth of indus­
trialism in New England and a class of property-less work­
ers owning nothing but their labor power it  broke down. 
Only as “ paupers” with the hateful stigma of charity on 
them and their parents could poor children get an educa­
tion. And the number of “ charity”  school seats was limited.

As the Puritan Revolution had given the firs t impulse 
to schools in America, so the American Revolution and the 
soon-following French Revolution gave the second impulse. 
No longer was the Bible the argument, now it  was the 
radical claim that if  a country was to be run by its people, 
the people should be educated to run it  intelligently.

In the firs t half of the 19th Century, as class divisions 
became sharper, another argument was added: That free 
education for the masses would prevent the hardening of 
a ruling aristocracy possessing not only all the wealth but 
all the education aiso.

Here are some typical statements by workers’ organ­
izations«! the struggle for free schools.

In 1829 the mechanics and workingmen of New York 
City declared: “ Resolved, that next to life and liberty we 
consider education the greatest blessing bestowed upon 
mankind. Resolved that the public funds should be appro­
priated (to a reasonable extent) to the purpose of educa­
tion upon a regular system that shall insure the oppor­
tunity to every individual of obtaining a competent educa­
tion before he shall have arrived at maturity.”

In Philadelphia the Workingmen’s Society asserted: 
“ No system of education, which a freeman can accept, has 
yet been established for the poor; whilst thousands of 
dollars of public funds have been appropriated for build­
ing colleges and academies for the rich.”

And from Newcastle, Delaware, in 1850 came the cry: 
“ Let us unite at the polls and give our votes to no candi­
date who is not pledged to support a rational system of 
education to be paid for out of the public funds and to fu r­
ther a rightfu l protection of the laborer.”

The leaders of the free school movement from the firs t 
were mostly radicals, admirers of Tom Paine and the 
French Revolution. They opposed religious training in the 
public schools they proposed and consequently the reaction­
aries labelled them infidels and atheists. In the 1820s and 
’30s, socialists — utopian, not Marxist — played a promin­
ent role in the agitation for free education.

Robert Dale Owen was one leader. His father was the 
famous millionaire socialist who had turned his textile 
mills in New Lanark, England, into model mills and vil­
lages with schools. Another leader was Frances Wright, 
who had started a school for Negro children in Tennessee.

They pointed out that the best schools of the upper 
class were academies and advocated such a set up for all 
— where rich and poor children would mingle on terms of 
equality and where food and clothing would be supplied 
out of the public funds.

The capitalists, who were opposed to the “ squander­
ing”  of public funds on schools for working-class children 
were apoplectic at the suggestion of fm-nishing them food 
and clothing as well. The capitalist press damned Owen; 
and Frances Wright, one of the most brilliant and cour­
ageous women of her day, was regularly referred to as 
“ the Great Red Harlot of Infidelity.”

Despite the i-ed-baiting of the workingmen’s move­
ment, the agitation for free schools won victories. A free 
education law was passed in Pennsylvania by 1834, although 
it  wasn’t  enforced in all parts of the state until 1868. 
Similarly in New Jersey a law was passed in 1838 although 
i t  was not enforced throughout the -state until 1871.

Thus the free primary and secondary education for 
children that we have today in America came not because 
“ free enterprise” gave it  to the people but because the 
working people agitated and fought for it.

—  George Lavan

I would suggest that since you 
■hate, everything that has made 
this country such a great country, 
you go to any of the many com­
munistic dominated countries.

Ordinarily I would sign my 
Dame, but anyone w ith a men­
ta lity  that can accept communism 
is a dangerous person and I 
would not trust them even with

my identity. Saffico it  to say, I 
am very well educated, have 
traveled all over the world, and 
hope some day all people w ill be 
aroused against such as you in 
our midst.

Go see the concentration camps 
in Russia and stay there.

“ Unsigned” 
New York City

H e a d ing  fo r  Korea?

The American 
W ay  of Life

The following- are a sampling I 
of the many letters —r the vast 
majority favorable — received 
recently In response to the radio 
and TV broadcasts by Farrell 
Dobbs and Myra Tanner Weiss, 
Socialist Workers Party candi­
dates for President and Vice 
President.

* *
I beard your speaker on tele-' 

vision. Every Word he said Was 
100% tine, and I have expressed 
myself in those same terms 
numerous times. Lot’s have more 
of those real facts.

L. W.
Pine Bush, N. Y.

I agree with you on your view­
points as stated on television. I 
would appreciate learning more 
about your ideas as I  think those 
are the principles or concepts 
which Americans should follow.

S. M.
Chicago, 111.

Your broadcast was heard by 
myself and fam ily last night. I  
don’t  recall the speaker’s name 
but hearing his message impress­
ed me that he is the man needed 
in the White House.

W. A.
Uniontown, Pa.

Your speech tonight s u r e  
changed my mind. Everything you 
said was 100% TRUE.

G. D. '
Jersey City, N. J.

,1 caught Mr. Dobbs on TV last 
night. While I  have been aware 
for many years of the witch hunts 
and the gradual abrogation o f the 
B’ll of Rights, Mr. Dobbs is the 
first man I  have heard talk about 
them without i-antlng and raving.

I  don’t know whether yours is 
the political party I have been 
’ooking fo r or not, but I  would 
Kke to know more about it.

You w ill also find enclosed a 
small contrbnt.ion ($5). I  wish 
t could be more.

J. W.
Lyndhurst, N. J

I t  was my good fortune to see 
and hear your telecast. Please 
send me more information about 
the Socialist Workers Party and

what part 1 can play in helping 
this crusade fo r the workingman.

C. M.
New York City

As a puzzled voter I would like 
to find out what your party has 
to offer me, air average citizen.
I  am tired of Republican and 
Democratic campaign speeches.

W. J.
New York City

I  just heard your speech to­
night. Some speech! I  wish to 
subscribe to vour publication.

W. S.
Hartford, Conn.

Your speech was very good and, 
according to the statements you 
made, goes along with what I  be­
lieve to be .true. I am a college 
student.

D. M.
Macomb, 111.

We, the students of Connecticut 
College, wish you to know that 
the speech this Sunday morning 
by the Socialist Workers Party 
Vice-Presidential candidate was 
the vilest piece of propaganda 
against the American way of life 
that we have ever heard.

You and your party by using 
low class language and innuen­
does try  to appeal to those of our 
country who have not been able 
to educate themselves enough so 
that they may discover why 
capitalism represents freedom, 
life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness fo r Americans.

By pulling down the upper 
class and pulling up the lower 
class to the same economic level,, 
you Socialists would reduce this 
country to a dictatorship, destroy 
our long sought fo r ideal of op­
portunity fo r those who seek it, 
and ridicule those who fought and 
died in World War IL  

May God’s w ill and the level­
thinking American people soon 
crush out you criminals of the 
Socialist Woikers Party.

W ith hatred and p ity fo r you 
misguided individuals, we remain 
a group of American students, all 
here on money earned through our 
magnificent capitalistic system.

J. E., spokesman 
New London, Conn.

Army chief of staff Gen. J. Lawton Collins (1.) and Army 
Sec. Frank Pace Jr. Inspect 85-ton atomic cannon at Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds, Md. A top Defense Dept, official in Washington 
said it may bo used in Korea, where other deadly weapons have 
already exacted an enormous toll of civilian lives.
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Wants Article 
By Harry Ring 
Spread Widely
Editor:

I would like to state that the 
article, “ They Looked fo r Me,”  
by Harry Ring, in the Oct. 27 
M ilitant is fa r too good to be just 
published in one issue of a news­
paper and then allowed to die. 
Renders Digest and other publica­
tions have reprints of some sub­
jects, stating their source, and 
interested parties make it  their 
business to give these reprints a 
wide distribution. You are passing 
up a wonderful opportunity by 
fa iling to learn from them.

Frankly, i f  you fa il to’ do some­
thing like this, I  believe that I  
shall run o ff some mimeographed 
copies and distribute them, al­
though printed articles carry more 
prestige than anything mimeo­
graphed.

R. D.
Baltimore

Daughter's Tribute 
To the Life of 
Samuel L. Montague
Editor:

Mv father, Samuel Leland Mon­
tague, died Oct. 10 after a long 
illness, at" the age of 82. In his 
youth he knew Charles Proteus 
Steinmetz and from him first 
heal'd of Marx and Engels, whom 
he always bel’eved to be the two 
greatest minds the human race 
has ever produced.

Long before I had ever heard 
of the Socialist Workers Party,

Price of Militant 
To Rise Next Week

Due to increased publishing- 
costs. The M ilitant w ill be 
forced to increase- its prices. 
The new prices, to take effect 
with the coming issue, w ill be 
as follows:

Single copies w ill cost 10c., 
subscriptions w ill be S3 a year 
or SI.50 fo r  six months.

Canadian subscriptions w ill 
be $3.50 a year am! all other 
foreign subscriptions w ill cost 
$4.50 a year.

Bundle orders (5 or more 
copips) w ill now be 6c. each in 
the U.S. and 7c. each abroad.

The recent increases in p rin t­
ing costs have been very great 
and The M ilitant wifi u°°d t.h« 
fu ll support of all readers. I f  
your subscription or that of a 
friend is running out, be sure 
to renew at once.

he often spoke to me of the. 
strange way in which Stalin had 
supplanted Trotsky. He said i t  
seemed to him that Trotsky had 
done most of the work fo r which 
Stalin had taken the credit.

He said he would have become 
a member of the Socialist Work­
ers Party were it not fo r his age 
and increasing ill-health. He told 
me that The M ilitant was the 
finest newspaper he had ever read 
in his life.

■His attitude toward religion is 
very interesting. He considered 
himself a Christian in the sense 
that he reverenced Christ and His 
teachings, but he regarded the 
churches, one and all, as base 
betrayers of the Master they 
professed to follow. In the F irs t 
World War, he walked out of a 
church in the midst of a sermon 
because the preacher stated that 
the Christian principle of fo r­
giveness fo r enemies did not apply 
to Germans. I think that was the 
last “ sermon”  my father ever 
attended.

During the Second" World War, 
he told me he would never forgive 
the churches fo r their second 
betrayal of Christianity, in sup­
porting American imperialism in 
an even worse slaughter than the 
first. When Wall Street started 
its bombing-murders of helpless 
civilians and covered the cities 
of Europe and Asia with the 
ashes of women and children and 
the “ Christian”  churches never 
raised their, voices against it, 'my 
father made me promise that no 
preacher of any fa ith  should 
“ preach”  or “pray”  at his funeral. 
However, he retained his respect 
fo r Christ to the end of his life  
and he requested that Christian 
hymns should be sung at his 
grave. A ll of his wishes were 
-arried out.

My father’s philosophy of life  
was beautiful. His greatest grief 
was the dis-unity of mankind and 
he looked to the world - wide 
scientific communism of the future 
to unite the human race forever. 
He tru ly  regarded his fellow man 
as his brother and himself as his 
brother’s keeper.

A dear old man has departed 
from us. I shall never forget his 
goodness as long ns I  live.

Belle Montague
Cambridge, Mass.

Praises Talk 
On Jim Crow by 
George Breitman
Editor: i

I  enjoyed George Breltman’s 
latest ta lk prepared fo r WNEW 
and carried in the Oct. 13 M ili­
tant. I  have fo r many years an­

ticipated only the best from his 
pen. This talk, as well as the last 
one he prepared fo r radio broad­
cast, exceeds even that.

The most d ifficult task is not 
that of convincing the white 
workers of the need fo r socialism. 
This they w ill readily agree to 
(although they think i t  utopian). 
Many workers have become in­
doctrinated with chauvinism and 
white supremacy prejudice. The 
logical simplicity of Breitman’s 
talk on Jim Crowism w ill be of 
great help to all who heard or 
read it.

B. K.
Cleveland

Suggests Title 
For Popular Song 
On Korean War
Editor:

The letter by “ D. B., Oakland, 
Cal.”  regarding war songs, in 
The M ilitant, Oct. 6, was most in­
teresting. During World War I, 
war songs sprang up spontane­
ously as people fe lt we had to lick 
Kaiser Bill. During World War 
II, the war songs did not come 
spontaneously, as there was some 
suspicion about the Pearl Harbor 
incident. So song writers were 
“ assigned”  to incite war-monger- 
ing.

But during this Korean thing, 
there simply are no songs to fit 
the deplorable situation. A Lvons, 
Nebraska, soldier wrote home 
telling his mother about civilians 
spitting on the soldiers during a 
parade.

I f  we, the people, were to write 
a song on the Korean debacle, 
it  would probably be titled, 
“ EVERYBODY HATES US.”

Mrs. Harvey Sydow 
Lyons, Nebraska

Two Young Friends 
Died in Korea 
In f-he Last Month
Editor:

My fam ily has lost two of our 
voung friends in Korea in the 
last month.

One lad was the captain of his 
school football team. He could 
have gone to college, but he was 
anxious to get out in the world. 
His parents were disappointed 
when he decided to go to sen. 
That was in 1950, and he was 18 
years old. As he wasn’t in school, 
he enlisted in the Marines, had his 
basic training, was shipped to 
Korea and w ithin a week, was 
killed. Last week, his body was 
sent back, and his funeral was 
held in his home town.

The other young fellow, who 
also stayed in our home as a 
guest of my daughter, was an 
actor. A t least, his burning 
ambition was to be an actor,-but 
he was, called into service the 
very week that he was playing 
his first decent part. He, also, 
was killed almost immediately o? 
arrival at the Korean battlefront 

These are brief biographies, be 
cause they were so young, an«-' 
their lives lay before them. 0 J 
course their families are grief 
stricken. The M ilitan t has cried 
out since the beginning agains' 
the useless, tragic, monstrour 
war that is destroying our youth 
So it is fitting  that these younf 
men’s stories should be told in e 
socialist newspaper as a memoria1 
that w ill strengthen us in our 
struggle to bring the troops home 
from Korea now!

* Constance Farr 
New York, N. Y.

When You Get- Old
The other day a friend of mine told me about an old 

fellow called Mac who works in a small shop next to the 
one she’s in. A fter working hard and well every day of 
his life since he was a kid, Mac was finally “ retired”  in 
accordance with the American way of life.

With all the proper fanfare, and a hearty handclasp 
from the boss, he left to just “ take it  easy” for the rest 
of his days. One month later he showed up again to say 
hello to the boys. Since then he’s been turning to as reg­
ular as anyone on the payroll although he’s not paid. I t  
seems that after 50 years of nothing but work he just 
couldn’t take nothing but sitting around.

There are plenty of things around town to see and do, 
but not for a guy who has to take care of room and board 
on $75-a-month old-age pension plus the few bucks that 
he scraped together over the years. In this strange new 
world of leisure, I  suppose even the shop looks better than 
the walls of a crummy furnished room.

Mac’s story isn’t  nearly as bad as it  could be. In an 
excellent series of articles on “ The Tragedy of the Aged,”  
in the N.Y. Compass, Richard Carter combines statistics 
and personal investigation to prove that the American 
Way of “ industry, th r if t  and devotion” most often leads 
Ma and Pa not to “ the rose bedecked cottage but the State 
mental institution or vegetating in the bleak halls of the 
home for the aged.”

The crisis, of sudden, total idleness, which drove Mac 
back to working for nothing, usually brings mental and 
physical disintegration to the “ retired”  worker. Carter 
discovered this in a tour of private nursing homes under 
guise of trying to place an imaginary “ diabetic, bedwetting, 
quarrelsome” mother. Let’s go along part way for the ride:

*  *  *

Nursing Home “ A ” — $55 a week for a semi-private 
room. I saw the room, which was the wretched kind of 
over-sized closet found in fifth-rate flea bags, except that 
there were two beds In i t  instead of one. I told them my 
mother had an alert, active mind and needed things tp do. 
“ Some of them sit and gossip,”  said the manager. He as­
sured me there would be no extra charge for aspirin.

Nursing, Home “ B” — $60 a week, semi-private. I  ex­
plained my mother required an active atmosphere. The 
response was, “ Does she like the radio?”  I  was shown the 
lobby in which were a couple of leatherette chairs. “ Some­
times they come down here and sit, but mostly they sit in 
their rooms, they like to sit in their rooms.”  The rooms 
were small and depressing.

Nursing home “ C” — $70 a week, semi-private. I  ex­
plained that when my mother awakes in the night and 
finds she’s wet, she stirs up a fuss. Would it  disturb the 
other occupant of the room? The answer was “ no.”  They 
were ready to take $70 a week from some old lady and then 
subject her to nightly disturbances from an incontinent 
room-mate.

Nursing home “ D”  — $40 to $60 a week depending 
on accommodations. The place stank of disinfectant and 
urine. The rooms were grim.

' I am told that you can pay $150 a week in some places 
and not be sure of any better treatment than seemed likely 
in the above described dump heaps.

s k  *  ir.

This tour conducted by Carter leaves me with two 
thoughts: First, the one-and-a-half percent deducted from 
my pay every week for “ Old Age Benefits”  may not be 
much, but i t ’s still grand larceny, and second, the capital­
ist system sure better “ retire” before I ’m ready to.

• — Harry Ring

Korea War Proves 
decisive Issue

(Continued from page 1)
their crucial election about the 
possibility of getting soldiers 
home, speedily,”  that “ nobody in 
apt.horitv has stated eategor'- 

that troops could be With­
drawn "e:ther from front-line 
duty or from Korea itself . . .anv 
time in the near future,”  but 
“ unfortunately that assumption 
now is being mad" all a lo n g  the 
lin o  — from American fighting on 
Korean hillsides to United Na­
tions allies in the fight and to the 
American public at home.”  

Eisenhower’s promises of peace, 
of eourse, were deliberately vague 
and deceptive, but the American 
■people took them as honestly 
meant. They can have no assur­
ance of peace unless they press 
vigorously for an end to the 
Korean war. They should insist 
that Eisenhower, as his -first order 
of business on taking office, issue 
a presidential order recalling all 
U.S. armed forces from Korea.

Something Worth Seeing
Bolivia’s new government has 

invited -John L. Lewis, Philip Mur­
ray and William Green, heads of 
the United Mine Workers, CIO 
and AFL respectively, to attend 
ceremonies on Oct. 31 formally 
nationalizing the three big tin- 
nroducino- companies, P a t i n o ,  
Hocbschild and Aramnyo. Amer­
icans held big interests in the tin 
industry which brutally exploited 
Bolivian labor.

M ilitants sold at election rallies, 
forums and debates, door to door, 
on street corners, in the shops, 

and on the campuses, 
have brought the So­
cialist Workers pro­
gram to hundreds of 
new readers.

Literature Agent 
Ethel Swanson re­
ports some of the 
windup sales by the 
N e w  Y o r k  com­
rades. “ When our 
candidates spoke at 
election forums some 

of us'-went along to ta lk politics, 
sell The M ilitant, and distribute 
ejection platforms and leaflets. 
Some of the people we’ve met 
on those occasions have later 
attended our own meetings.

“ The ABB held an election ra lly 
at Madison Square Garden last 
Monday. The audience got hun­
dreds of our election platforms 
and leaflets on the Rosenberg 
case. In addition we sold 29 M ili­
tants and one The Road to Peace.”

The Twin Cities did some in­
tensive campaigning with a large 
bundle of the Oct. 6 issue. M in­
neapolis Literature Agent Helen 
Sherman describes how they 
utilized their share. “ Using 
around 700 copies we went house- 
to-house in ten different neigh­
borhoods. Pauline, Harry, C. R., 
and B ill did their campaigning on 
the North-side; Charles, Prentice, 
Millie, Ches, Ralph, and Donald 
went out in South Minneapolis; 
and Dave and Doris worked in 
the university area. In addition 
Harry, Pauline, Dave and Donald 
covered a Progressive Partv elec­
tion meeting w ith The M ilitant 
and the platform. About half of 
their audience had our literature 
with them. We also h it the 
campus w ith  the paper and p lat­
form at a meeting of over 150 
students who beard Dobbs debate

a Stevenson-Volunteer from the 
faculty.”

•Literature Agent Louise Max­
well writes that during the elec­
tion campaign there were so many 
opportunities fo r selling The M ili­
tant in Los Angeles that their 
main problem was in making sure 
to get around to all the places. 
Main emphasis, she writes, was 
on meetings of workers in op­
ponent organizations. “ We usually 
h a d  encouraging experiences, 
sometimes almost unnoticed but 
surely indicating that we were 
not leaving without making some 
impression.

“ For example, at one of the 
Stalinist meetings where we dis­
tributed, I noticed a young Stal­
inist distributor engaged in a 
heated discussion with an older 
woman. The distributor was hold­
ing one of our leaflets which con­
tained our program, and pointing 
to the leaflet exclaim«!, ‘But this 
is what we stand for.’ I  heard the 
older woman answer, ‘But that 
is not what they stand fo r.’ I  
could not hear the rest of the 
conversation, but we ¡made sure 
she got more of our literature. 
Errol, Natalie, Charlie, Leo and 
Evelvn were there that night.

“ This weekend we concentrated 
on door to door work in the 19th 
Congressional District. Saturday 
May, Errol, Perry and A1 sold 29 
papers and on Sunday Emil, Abe, 
Errol, May, Marriane, Natalie, 
Sheavy and Charlie sold 20 
papers.”

Get the Facts
Victor Serge’- graphic story 
of Stalin’s usurpation of power
“From Lenin to Stalin” 
112 pages $.50

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N. Y.
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What the Future Holds
The Republican electoral sweep raises 

the question: What will the future con­
tain?

A  panicky left-winger called an Eisen­
hower victory “ the point of no-return 
on the road to fascism.. . . ”  That is non­
sense. I t  represents a rightward swing, 
but the new administration will continue 
to be restricted by the power of the or­
ganized working class, which, although 
not in  action for bold aims, is nevertheless 
prepared to resist encroachments on its 
present standards. Only by smashing this 
powerful movement can fascism come to 
power in this country, and to do that, a 
bitter struggle (which the capitalist class 
would not necessarily win) would be 
required.

What then do we face in the immediate 
future? The important thing is this: The 
basic course of U.S. capitalism is deter­
mined by deep-seated structural factors. 
I f  world capitalism continues to crumble, 
U.S. capitalism cannot survive. Further, 
Without a war program, the domestic 
economic structure would be shaken to its 
bottom-most footings by an embarrass­
ment of productive riches. Therefore, 
Wall Street has absolutely no choice but 
to  don the armor of counter-revolution 
and make bloody war on the world’s peo­
ple.

This war-perspective, pledged by both 
candidates, leaves very little  room for 
(differences.' The encouragement of a 
¡reactionary hysteria, the structure of the 
•federal budget, the lowering of living 
standards, the staffing of Washington 
departments w ith Wall Street person­
ages, — all of these are dictated to both 
parties by their common war program.

However, the election results w ill 
certainly give momentum to Wall Street’s 
reactionary drive. The Democratic Party, 
in the popular mind, is the party of 
“ Dealism”  and reforms; the Republicans 
the party of Wall Street. This false notion 
has long lost any tru th  i t  might once have 
had, but the Republican victory will 
still be interpreted and utilized as a 
strengthened mandate to reaction.

The Eisenhower victory may thus be 
expected to encourage the most bigoted 
and conservative political elements in the 
plants and in the general population. A t 
the same time it  w ill temporarily dis­
hearten workers, liberals, unionists who 
have been falsely led to place their hopes 
in the Democratic Party.

Eisenhower w ill face a problem in ap­
peasing those portions of his support 
which were roped in by his demagogic 
promises, particularly on Korea. This w ill 
slightly lim it his operations, as w ill the 
fact that workers w ill be more wary in 
the future of a government ruled by peo­
ple they consider to be openly avowed 
enemies.

The election results w ill raise special 
problems, but essentially they change 
nothing fo r socialists. We have no reason 
to change our course. But one added 
obstacle we face now is that the pemo- 
cratic Party in opposition w ill do its 
utmost to capture resentment that w ill 
grow under the coming shocks and keep 
this resentment in the major party 
channels. For this reason, socialists must 
do the utmost to keep the memory of the 
Democratic adminstration, which in itia t­
ed all that the Republicans w ill now con­
tinue, fresh in the minds of the people.

35 Years Later
Stalin’s police regime has been so well 

publicized by the capitalist press for Wall 
Street’s own reactionary purposes since 
the end of World War II, that the heroic 
(early days of the Soviet Union which 
¡stirred and inspired millions here have 
.become obscured.

Let us recall what happened. In Novem­
ber 1917 the Russian workers rebelled 
against further participation in the im­
perialist slaughter of World War I. Un­
der the leadership of the Bolshevik party1 
,of Lenin and Trotsky, they broke the dic­
tatorial rule of capitalism and set up the 
f irs t workers’ state. Democracy' was ex­
tended into the factories. Industry was 
operated under supervision of the work­
ers and then under 'their management. 
Democracy was extended into the armed 
forces ; officers were elected by the ranks. 
National minorities, oppressed under the 
Gzar, were given fu ll equality. The most 
¡advanced legislation in the world was 
passed on education, family life and wo­
men’s rights.

The great goal of Lenin and Trotsky 
and their collaborators was world social­
ism — a scientifically planned global 
economy. A  rational economy like that 
w ill eliminate war, hunger, poverty and 
disease and unite mankind in a tru ly civ­
ilized society of peace and friendship and 
boundless plenty.

Small wonder that millions of poor 
people in America as in other lands wish­
ed the Soviet Union success and did what 
they could to prevent world capitalism 
from crushing the infant workers’ state !

Today Stalinism has made a clean 
sweep of all this except the economic 
foundation — state ownership of the 
means of production and planned econ­
omy. This was the single most important 
conquest of 1917. Stalinism is the coun­
ter-revolutionary force that usurped 
power in the Soviet Union when the tech­
nologically advanced countries failed to 
go over from capitalism to socialism fol­
lowing 1917. Stalin smashed the party 
of Lenin and Trotsky and slaughtered or 
imprisoned its leading figures. A t the re­
cent 19th Congress, he made one of the 
few gestures of his career that comes 
anywhere near decency — he ordered that 
the name “ Bolshevik”  no longer be used 
to designate the boot-licking machine hp 
put in place of Lenin’s party, i

Instead of the great emancipating goals

In Defense of Marxism
240 pages cloth $2.00 

paper $1.50
Every student of modern politics, so­

ciology and philosophy should put this 
book on his must list.
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that guided the Bolsheviks under Lenin, 
Stalin set up the narrow, selfish aims of 
the ruling caste. Stalin proclaimed “ so­
cialism in one country”  as his goal, and 
by that he meant “ socialism”  for. Soviet 
bureaucrats. In place of the internation­
al solidarity of the working class needed 
to build world socialism, Stalin put Rus­
sian bureaucratic interests first. He con­
verted Communist Parties of other lands 
from instruments of struggle for social­
ism into tools of Moscow’s opportunist 
foreign policy.

Despite Stalinism and against Stalin­
ism, the October revolution nevertheless 
still lived, although in horribly mutilated 
form, in the Soviet state-owned, planned 
economy. Planned economy was made pos­
sible through the overthrow of Russian 
Capitalism. I t  brought the Soviet Union — 
even under Stalinist mismanagement — 
from a weak, backward land to the sec­
ond world power. The Russian experience 
proved you can run a country without 
capitalists and make unparalleled pro­
gress despite formidable obstacles and 
handicaps, including the frigh tfu l devas­
tation of World War n .

And the October revolution lived in an­
other form. I t  lived in the memory and 
experience of humanity, ready to ignite 
again under favorable conditions. In the 
past few years the conservative Stalinist 
ruling caste, which holds movements like 
the 1917 revolution in deadly fear, has 
proved no more capable than the capital­
ist class of forever containing the trem­
endous social forces that are pressing on 
a world scale toward socialism.

Today on the 35th anniversary of the 
November revolution we see the whole 
Far East in flames. China has been torn 
out of the orbit of world imperialism in 
the greatest revolution since 1917. And 
capitalism itself in its old stronghold of 
of Europe is battered from all sides, its 
eastern bulwark caved in as one conse­
quence of the colossal Soviet victory over 
German imperialism in World War II. 
Only in America does capitalism, in the 
deceptive glow of war prosperity, seem 
strong.

The spirit of the 1917 revolution rising 
in China — and yes in the very back yard 
of Wall Street, in Bolivia — gives the 
capitalist rulers good cause for gloom and 
foreboding over the world situation. I t  
causes no dancing in the Kremlin either, 
for i t  is undermining Stalinism too.

But to everyone who dreams of a bet­
ter world and who fights for its realiza­
tion, the new upsurge is cause fo r the 
brightest hope and optimism. The ma­
jo rity  of humanity is again moving fo r­
ward in revolutionary struggle as Lenin 
and Trotsky forecast they would. And 
part of the inspiration of hundreds of 
millions of people today is the great ex­
ample which the Bolsheviks set in Czar- 
ist Russia 35 years ago.

Page Three

New light on Soviet Economic Conditions
By John G. W right

The 35th anniversary o f the 
October Revolution finds the 
Soviet Union recording enormous 
economic successes and, at the 
same time, as fa r away as before 
from attaining internal equili­
brium. Remarkable industrial pro­
gress has been achieved on the 
basis of the new property forms, 
the great revolutionary conquest 
of 1917.

Thanks to the nationalized 
productive forces and the planned 
economy thereby made possible, 
the Soviet Union has finally been 
converted from a predominantly 
agricultural country into a first- 
rate industrial power, second only 
to the United States. But this 
record growth has been accom­
panied by a sharpening ' of 
material and cultural inequalities. 
The mass of the people remain 
at one pole; the huge, privileged 
and uncontrolled bureaucracy at 
the other.

The entire Soviet development 
continues to be determined by

this irrepressible conflict between 
Stalin.’s bureaucratic regime and 
the material, cultural and social 
needs of the Soviet economy and 
the Soviet people.

Striking facts relating to both 
sides of this contradictory Soviet 
rea lity were disclosed at the 19th 
Convention of the Russian Stalin­
ist party held last month.

Granted a temporary morato­
rium by World War I I  and its 
victorious outcome, the Kremlin 
oligarchy was able to successfully 
accomplish the Fourth Five-Year 
plan and is approaching the 
targets set by the F ifth  Five- 
Year Plan.

OUTSTRIP EUROPEAN 
CAPITALIST POWERS.

The productive capacity of the 
Soviet Union is already from 40% 
to 45% of the peak output of the 
American colossus. No other com»' 
try  in capitalist Europe was ever 
able to attain such productive 
levels.

The figures cited at the 19th 
Convention by the main reporter

Im p e ria lism  in  K enya

A British official, Victor Aubrey (1.) and policeman handcuff 
member of Mau Mau group in Nairobi, Kenya. Hundreds of A f r i­
cans have been arrested in effort to stamp out spreading colonial 
revolt. Kenya has joined Egypt, Sudan, Algiers, South Africa, 
Morocco on lis t of African trouble spots for imperialism.

Malenkov show that Soviet pro­
duction soared in 1952 fa r above 
pre-war levels. Output of pig iron 
reached 25 million tons as against 
15 million tons in 1940; steel •— 
35 million tons compared with the 
1940 figure of 18.3 m illion; rolled 
steel — 27 million tons as against 
less than 15 million.

Coal output totalled 300 million 
tons compared w ith the 1940 level 
of 166 million. The bottleneck in 
oil seems finally to have been 
broken w ith the lift in g  of produc­
tion to 47 m illion tons from 31 
million in  1940. This goal of 47 
million tons of oil was set as fa r 
back as 1937 but proved im ­
possible fo r the bureaucracy to 
obtain until this year.

Phenomenal has been the in ­
crease in electrical power which 
has more than doubled since 1940, 
reaching the level of 117 billion 
kilowatts. Similar progress has 
been obtained in other branches 
of heavy industry.

Greatest growth has been in 
the Urals, Siberia and Soviet Cen­
tral Asia. Under Czarism these 
were the most backward regions, 
i f  not wastelands. By 1951 these 
areas accounted fo r “ about one- 
third of the industrial output of 
the USSR, more than ha lf of the 
steel and rolled metal, nearly half 
of the coal and oil and over 40% 
of the electric power,’’ reported 
Malenkov.

Figures like these provide irre ­
futable historical justification fo r 
the October Revolution. Capital­
ist property froms and productive 
relations have never permitted of 
such rapid tempos of development 
in the mogt advanced areas, in ­
cluding the U.S. let alpnc in areas 
among the most backward in the 
world.

LAG IN  CONSUMER GOODS
This bright picture of industrial 

progress has its somber contrast 
in the lag of consumer goods 
production. In this field the “ suc­
cesses”  recorded by the Stalinist 
bureaucracy remain meager and 
disproportionate. In cotton tex­
tiles, fo r example, the 1952 out­
put of 5,000 million meters still 
falls short of the 1937 target of 
5,100 million meters. On the other 
hand, there has been propor­
tionately a much bigger rise in 
the production of woolens and

silks which are beyond the reach 
of the mass of the people.

I t  remains the rule of Stalin­
ist - controlled production that 
items intended fo r mass consump­
tion remain scantiest in quantity 
and the worst in quality. The dis­
proportions and lag in consumer 
goods production highlight the 
sharpening inequalities a m i d  
monumental economic successes. 
We have here the crassest ex­
pression of the antagonism be­
tween the Stalinist bureaucracy 
and the needs o f Soviet economy 
and the mass of the Soviet peo­
ple.

INCREASE OF WORKERS
The. Soviet Union has made a 

leap. Everything has been dras­
tically transformed in the post­
war years, everything except the 
bureaucracy, that is. W ith in­
dustry predominant in economic 
iife, the bulk of the population 
now lives in cities. Strangely 
absent from the Moscow reports 
are figures concerning the post­
war growth of the working class 
which must have been con­
siderable. An equally impenetrable 
veil conceals the real wages of 
the workers.

The Russian countryside, too, 
is no longer the site of many- 
mrllioned small peasant holdings. 
The number of farm collectives 
has been reduced from more than 
a quarter of a million of the pre­
war days to less than 100,000. 
These are now highly mechanized, 
huge agricultural factories, with 
agricultural laborers providing 
the main labor force.

MONSTROUS BUREAUCRACY
The bureaucracy alone remains 

unchanged, growing in numbers, 
in power and privileges and un­
controlled and repressive in its 
rule as ever. Bureaucratic ranks 
remain a rtific ia lly  swollen, despite 
orders from above*to reduce ad­
ministrative staffs. Malenkov 
larded his report with complaints 
that “ overhead administrative ex­
penditure is still high.”

Cutting such expenditures “ has 
not yet become a matter of daily 
concern to the executives of the 
establishments and organizations. 
Many ministries and departments 
permit the employment of per­
sonnel in excess of stipulated 
staffs. There is considerable ex-

Kidnaping of Gloria Hernandez
By Joseph Hansen

When a mysterious Spanish­
speaking woman kidnaped 7-day- 
old Gloria Hernandez from Bel­
levue hospital in New York Oct. 
12, the world’s largest and richest 
city appeared ready to go the 
lim it to find and restore the baby 
to her agonized father and 
mother.

The police set a watch at every 
bus terminal, railroad station 
steamship dock and airplane line, 
sent out a 14-state alarm and 
notified Cuba, Puerto Rico and 
Mexico to be on the look-out fo r 
the criminal.

The newspapers mobilized their 
powerful resources behind the 
police. In addition to shrieking 
headlines about the sensational 
crime, New York’s mass-circula­
tion tabloids the News and M irror 
published s ta ff-artis t sketches of 
the 40 to 50 - year - old baby- 
snatcher based on the description 
by the nurse who had mistakenly 
given Gloria to the unknown 
woman. They gave the baby’s 
formula in Spanish and English; 
and the M irror, as a “ public ser­
vice,”  even put up a $1,000 reward 
fo r “ exclusive information which 
solely leads to the safe return of 
the Hernandez child and the 
arrest and conviction of her 
abductor.”

What were the motives of the 
kidnaping? Ransom? Here the 
case took a most puzzling turn.

THE HERNANDEZ FAM ILY
The kidnaped baby was the 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Rafael 
Hernandez. They came to New 
York from Puerto Rico three 
years ago, part of the latest wave 
of immigration to the land of 
opportunity.

Their home whs not exactly 
the kind that would give a 
kidnaper visions of a lush pay-off. 
I t  was just an ordinary, un­
heated, cold - water, one - room 
apartment in a sagging tenement. 
And somewhat crowded too, for 
the couple had five boys ranging 
in age from one to eleven, all 
living in the same room. Besides 
the Hernandez family, two other 
families shared the apartment.

Mr. Hernandez was not exactly 
rich although he was no doubt 
better o ff than in the slums of 
American-ruled Puerto Rico. As a 
porter, he made $65 a month. This 
was supplemented by $125 from 
the Welfare Department.

The reporters, checking every 
possible clue, discovered that the 
rent was two weeks overdue. 
Also the fam ily was almost w ith­
out food; and no money in sight 
for more than a week.

The reporters chipped in fo r a 
bag of groceries and took human-

interest pictures of the hungry 
children diving into breakfast. 
They' also took human - interest 
pictures of the mother prostrate 
in bed w ith four of her boys by 
her side and the heart-sick father 
standing v ig il at the head of 
the iron bed.

The one-year-old child slept in 
the crib, said the press. The 
fam ily plan was fo r him fo r keep 
the crib until the new little  sister 
came from the hospital. The 
papers did not report whether he 
would then graduate to the big 
bed w ith his mother or sleep with 
a brother or two on the floor 
the way some families do.

Mrs. Hernandez had given birth 
to Gloria in this crowded, three- 
family apartment before the 
ambulance took her to Bellevue.

MOTHER COMPLEX?
W ith no ransom demands and 

little  possibility any ransom note 
would turn up in the case, the 
newspapers reported that the 
kidnaper must have been motivat­
ed by a “ mother complex”  and 
the search seemed “ hopeless.”

Then came the big break in the 
baffling crime. Checking over the 
babies at Bellevue, the police 
found another Puerto Rican baby 
girl-named Ellen Rodriguez.» Its 
mother was 32-year-old Mrs. Car­
men Rodriguez of 246 E. 41st St. 
She had given birth to the baby 
a few weeks before. I t  was 
seriously ill and perhaps in need 
of an operation. That’s why i t  was 
still in the hospital.

Police closed in on the one- 
room apartment of Mrs. Ro­
driguez and there found the stolen 
baby safe and sound.

The interest of the police and 
the newspapers shifted to the 
kidnaper. Married in Puerto Rico 
at the age of 16, Carmen 
Rodriguez had seven children be­
fore she was 29. One died. Then 
three years ago her marriage 
ended in divorce. Hoping to make 
a new start, she came to New 
York about 18 months ago.

Ais a poverty-stricken, friend­
less immigrant in the gigantic 
metropolis of world capitalism, 
life  was not easy. Inab ility  to 
speak English made i t  s till more 
difficult. She found work as an 
embroiderer. Then Catalino Feli­
ciano, a dishwasher, became her 
common-law husband, only to 
leave her three months ago.

ASKS FOR HELP
The police said that after she 

was discharged from Bellevue 
hospital following the b irth  of 
her baby, Carmen applied fo r 
home relief. They did not ex­
plain why she failed to go back to 
work. Maybe she was worried

about taking care of litt le  Ellen. 
Maybe she was just too sick. 
Sick or not, the relief authorities 
refused to grant her humble 
request fo r help. They told her 
she had to prove she had a child 
to  support.

Mrs. Rodriguez went to Bel­
levue and tried to get her baby. 
As i t  had been taken away from 
her because of its illness, she had 
never .seen it. In a bassinet mark­
ed “ Hernandez” was a baby girl. 
Had they got the name wrong? 
■She told the nurse’s aide she had 
come for her baby. They gave her 
the infant and helped her dress 
it. in the brand-new, going-borne 
clothes Carmen had brought, a 
yellow and white sweater with 
cap and bootees to match and a 
home-made pink dress.

That was on Sunday. On Tues­
day she went to the relief 
authorities w ith the baby as 
"proof.”  But this time the in­
vestigator she had seen previously 
wate not in. Nothing to do but go 
back to her room. The police 
nabbed her there next day.

IN  HANDS OF THE LAW
“ Under the pitiless glare of 

lights in the police lineup 
room,”  said the News, Carmen’s 
face was “ drawn with pain and 
fear”  and in her bobby sox she 
“ looked like a teen-ager w ith a 
face beyond her years. . . .”

She appeared sick. A detective 
had to hold her up to keep her 
from fa lling  and before the coart 
she “ seemed utterly crushed.”

The judge turned out to be 
unusually kindly fo r a judge. In 
violation of custom and the 
respect due the court, he let her 
s it down as he charged her with 
kidnaping and ordered her held in 
bail of $2,500. He also recom­
mended that ¿he be hospitalized.

WELFARE DEPT. INDIGNANT
The Department of Welfare was 

thoroughly aroused and indignant 
about being dragged into the 
kidnaping and issued a statement 
to the press: “ The rejection of 
Mrs. Rodriguez’ application fo r 
public assistance had -nothing 
whatsoever to do with the fact 
she did not have a child in her 
home. I t  was based solely on the 
fact she was unable to establish 
her need fo r public assistance to 
the satisfaction of the Welfare 
Department.”  They did not specify 
what i t  was that failed to meet 
with their satisfaction.

The court appointed Benjamin 
Schmier to act as defense at­
torney. He argued that i t  was all 
a tragicomedy of errors and 
Carmen was not a “ calculating, 
scheming”  kidnaper who stole a 
baby just to get on relief as

charged by Assistant District' 
Attorney Peter • D. Andreoli. 
Magistrate Amedeo Lauritano dis­
agreed with him, however. “ I t  
looks like a kidnaping as fa r  as 
I know now,”  he said. The judge, 
the prosecuting attorney and the 
defense lawyer all got a good 
publicity break w ith their names 
and statements in the papers.

PEEL SORRY FOR HER
Mrs. Hernandez”, who spent 

three sleepless nights crying and 
praying fo r the safe return of 
her baby, sided with the defense 
attorney’s view of the kidnaper. 
“ We feel sorry for her. She’s so 
pathetic. I  can’t help feeling sorry 
for the poor woman.” '

That was before the hospital 
announced that death had taken 
the jailed mother’s own baby. 
The press didn’t send a reporter 
to get the reaction of the Her­
nandez fam ily to this new 
tragedy. ,

Interest in the case has now 
subsided. F r e s h  .sensations, 
especially sensations about the 
menace of communism to our way 
of life and measures proposed by 
the Democrats and Republicans 
to meet it, are in the headlines 
in the world’s richest city. Even 
the M irror seems to have fo r­
gotten about the $1,000 reward it  
offered as a “ public service” for 
a solution to the crime. A fte r all, 
they didn’t  get “ exclusive in­
formation”  and the baby-stealer 
has not yet been convicted.

cess personnel also in the offices 
of the regional, c ity and dis­
tr ic t establishments and organiza­
tions,”  said Malenkov comment­
ing on one of the worst running 
sores.

Technological progress h a s  
reached high levels. But the key 
problem of productivity, which 
finds its expression in production 
costs and prices, not only keeps 
lagging behind but is rendered 
increasingly more acute from the 
top.

EXCESSES THE RULE
The current campaign of “ self- 

criticism” pursues among its tasks 
the practical aim of cutting down 
these “ overhead expenses.”  In 
vain! The “ excesses”  are the rule, 
not the exception.

The regime remains char­
acterized by “ great waste and 
unproductive expenditure,”  ad­
mitted Malenkov. He went on to 
touch only on three examples. But 
these te ll enough about the actual 
state of affairs.

F irs t, in agriculture, the pro­
duction costs of state farms are 
the highest. Malenkov singled out 
thè fact-that in “ a large number 
of state farms”  there prevails 
“ the high production cost of 
grain, meat, m ilk and other 
produce.”

.Second, inefficiency and waste 
in industry are dangerously wide­
spread. “ During 1951, fo r ex­
ample, losses and unproductive 
expenditure in establishments of 
national significance totalled 4.9 
billion rubles, including 3 billion 
due to spoilage,”  complained 
Malenkov.

Third, certain key branches, 
such as the building industry, 
continue to run at a heavy loss. 
“ The construction organizations”  
incurred in 1951 “ a loss o f 2% 
billion rubles” instead “ of a 
planned profit of 2.9 billion.”  This 
represents another discrepancy in 
the budget to the tune of almost 
5% billion rubles. I t  would not 
take many such “ discrepancies”  to 
throw the entire budget and plan 
out of k ilter!

CORRUPTION RIFE
On top of this', graft, corrup­

tion, “ squandering”  o f state 
property and “ other violations” 
are rife.- “ Quite a few func­
tionaries,”  said Malenkov, “ fo r­
getting that the enterprises en­
trusted to their supervision are 
state enterprises, try  to turn them 
into their own private do­
mains. . . .”  They not only “ try ”  
but actually do, as witness Malen­
kov’s own exposures of “ instances”  
of “ embezzlement, of stealing and 
pilfering state property”  and col­
lective farm property.

Stalin and his henchmen are 
obviously of the opinion that they 
have surmounted the internal 
postwar crisis and are now busy 
consolidating their positions. But 
they themselves fear trouble 
ahead. “ Nov/ that all branches of 
economy have been equipped w ith 
up-to-date technique and that the 
cultural level of the Soviet people 
has been raised beyond measure, 
the demands made on leading 
cadres HAVE CHANGED, HAVE 
BECOME GREATER,”  warned 
Malenkov.

We shall show in subsequent 
articles why the gravest internal 
crisis of tfie Stalinist bureaucracy 
lies not behind -but is s till to 
come.
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Rough on Housewives
--------------------------------  By Joyce Cowley ---------------------------------------

Last week the N.Y. Daily News offered 
$100 for the five best letters from house­
wives telling how they beat the high cost 
of living. Dreary suggestions of prize win­
ners included baking at home, making 
clothes at home, home haircuts, buying 
only the cheapest food and using every 
scrap in left-over dishes, getting second­
hand household equipment and buying 
clothes out of season.

During the last war when consumer 
goods wei'e scarce and housewives were 
having a d ifficu lt time, I  read the most 
tantalizing articles about new inventions. 
As soon as the war was over, we could 
produce these wonderful gadgets and the 
American housewife would really have a 
soft thing of it.

Well, we do have wonderful new ap­
pliances in America. They take all the 
drudgery, even most of the work, out of 
housework. But most of us don’t have the 
money to buy them. Judging from these 
letters, we’re going back to the ways of 
the pioneer. Pretty soon women in Amer­
ica will be spinning, weaving cloth and 
making soap at home. Pioneer life may 
look good in Western movies, but I  think 
most of us prefer a washing machine and 
diaper service to the old-fashioned wash­
board.

But you can’t have everything. You 
have to pay for an army of millions of

men, for warships, planes and atom bombs, 
'macs wny me nome you were planning 
to uuy alter tne last war looks lurtner 
away eacn year. Unat’s why, instead of 
going to a restaurant once a week like you 
useu to do, you cream tne left-ovei’ ham.

We couid bring tne troops home Irom 
Korea ana produce for peace instead of 
war. instead of destroying cities in Asia, 
we couid ouiid low-cost nousing here. Uur 
lactones could turn out enougn home 
ireezers, dustiess vacuums and electric 
iioor ponsners lo r every housewife in tne 
country. 1m sure the people of both Korea 
ana nmerica would be a lot happier i f  we 
did.

But every time there’s a “peace scare,” 
Wall Street’s in a panic.

We all know i t  would be ridiculous for 
every woman to weave cloth at home in 
a machine age when we can make so much 
more — make i t  cheaper and better — by 
cooperating in factory production. But we 
have an economic system that’s just as 
outmoded as the colonial spinning wheel. 
The only way it  keeps going is through 
a drive to dominate and exploit the rest 
of the world, through destruction and war.

Before we can enjoy the new life we 
were promised' after the last war, before 
we can have real abundance and peace, we 
will have to build an up-to-date economy 
that-serves the needs of all the people in­
stead of just a few.

The Shark Advises
-------------------- -—  By Harry Frankel ------------------------

“ Marx did not know all the Engels,” 
Benjamin Fairless, head of U.S. Steel, told 
the Pennsylvania Chamber of Commerce 
on Oct. 22. This snappy remark was 
elaborated as follows: “ I f  the workers of 
this country truly wish to own the tools 
of production, they can do so very simply. 
They do not even have to win an election. 
A ll in the world they have to do is buy, in 
the open market, the capital stock of the 
corporation they want to own . . . why 
should they do it  the hard way ?”

In order to do this, Fairless pointed out, 
the 300,000 workers of U.S. Steel would 
each have to pay out $10 a week, every 
week for 7 years. I f  the workers of the 
entire county wanted to own industry, 
they would all have to put up a similar 
amount for a similar number of years. 
Hard as we already find our task Mr. Fair­
less’ way is even harder.

Fairless tells workers to abandon their 
political and economic strength and figh t 
capitalism with money. This is like telling 
men to throw away their weapons and 
figh t sharks with their teeth. The shark is 
far better equipped for that form of com­
bat than is man, and, we must admit, the 
capitalist class is our superior in any 
money combat. We concede them the 
ribbon in advance.

Mr. Fairless will not be able to lure us 
into any battle in which we pit our nickels 
against Wall Street’s billions because we 
have seen people who had more money than

we’ll ever have try  this form of jousting 
and we have seen what happened to them.

I t  may be quite a shock to Mr. Fairless, 
but this was one angle that Marx was 
thoroughly familiar with. He knew about 
this proposition because he fought i t  when 
it  was advanced in earlier form by the 
Frenchman Proudhon, who had also figur­
ed out a way for the workers to own their 
workshops under capitalism.

Even more important, Marx was quite 
familiar with an earlier period of capital­
ism when the majority of the people ac­
tually did own their tools of production. He 
devoted his lifetime to the task of demons­
trating the inexorable tendency of capital­
ism which takes ownership away from the 
majority and concentrates it  in the hands 
of a tiny group. How well his prediction 
was borne out by history, we don’t  have to 
tell Mr. Fairless. He is one of the few 
beneficiaries.

So that even i f  such a fantastic scheme 
had anything practical in it, i t  would not 
solve any of the problems of capitalism. 
Moreover, i t  would inevitably lead back to 
the same concentration we now have.

Finally, there is one other little thing 
that we don’t like about the scheme. We 
don’t  like to pay for something we have al­
ready paid for a hundred times over. So 
we’ll make Mr. Fairless a counter-offer. 
You just turn the U.S. Steel Corp. over to 
the people who built it, and we’ll let you 
and the Board of Directors go to work at 
$1.90 an hour, and you try  to buy i t  back.

Notes from the News
“ DAILY COMPASS”  FOLDS. The N. Y. Daily 

Compass published its last issue on Nov. 3, the 
day before election, and then went out of busi­
ness. Its plant was sold at auction the same day, 
following the. foreclosure of a chattel mortgage 
held by Corliss Lamont, candidate of the Amer­
ican Labor Party (Progressive Party) fo r U.S. 
Senator from New- York. The Compass had great 
financial difficulties since its b irth  due to lack of 
advertising from big companies and rising costs 
of printing material and labor. During its firs t 
year i t  was subsidized by Mrs. Anita McCormick 
Blaine, 86-year-old Chicago liberal. In the closing 
weeks of the election campaign the paper did a 
political split. Starting o ff as backers of the 
Progressive Party ticket, columnist I. F. Stone 
and Ted O. Thackrey, editor and publisher, 
switched in midstream to Stevenson. The paper 
continued, however, to back Corliss Lamont and
other Progressive Party candidates.

*  *  *

RENT INCREASES as high as 200% have 
already taken place in the 000 towns and\cities 
that were de-controlled on September 30. Of­
ficials noted that “ as always”  low-income families 
were hardest hit.

*  *  *

BLOOD IN  THE OIL. Standard Oil Company 
of New Jersey’s profitable connection with the 
bloody anti-labor dictatorship in Venezuela is 
pointed up by the paper of the CIO Oilworkers 
Union. I t  reveals that in 1051 Standard made 16 
cents in profits on every dollar it  had invested in 
the U.S. and the rest of the world, except in 
terror-ridden Venezuela. There i t  made 36 cents 
per dollar invested. On a profit-per-worker basis 
Standard made $3,036 everywhere in the world 
except Venezuela, where i t  made $13,960 per 
worker. Venezuelan workers are undoubtedly 
watching the nationalization of the foreign-owned 
tin  mines in Bolivia w ith great interest now.

*  *  *

D. C. SCHOOLS ARE “ SOCIALISTIC”  accord­
ing to Big Business lawyer Robert Faulkner, re­
cently appointed member of the Washington, 
D. C., Board of Education. Some of the features 
he found threatening the “ free enterprise”  way 
of life  were physical education classes, lunches 
fo r students, medical clinics and play rooms.

*  *  *

THE AFL UPHOLSTERERS UNION news­
paper reporting the assassination in New York 
City of Andres Requena, one of its members and 
a revqlutionary opponent in exile of the Tru jillo  
dictatorship in the Dominican Republic, writes: 
“ The political murder of Carlo Tresca, New York

anti-Communist and anti-fascist spokesman qf 
some years ago, is s till unsolved. Political murder 
of exiles in democratic countries by international 
agents was apparently initiated by the murder 
of Leon Trotsky in Mexico by a Spanish agent 
of Joseph Stalin just before World War I I . ”

*  *  *

“ FORD FACTS,”  the paper of UAW-CIO Local 
600, has a column fo r short letters telling why i t ’s 
nice to work at Ford’s. Here is a sample:

“I  like to work at Ford’s because i t  is such a 
nice clean place to work in. Yeu have 6uch nice 
clean oil to slop around in. You can slide and 
skid your head o ff w ithout one foreman who gives 
a darn.

“ You have such great opportunities at Ford’s. 
For instance, I  started in the Crank Shaft De­
partment. Today I am working in the same de­
partment on the same machine that I started on 
twenty years ago.

“ On every side of me there are posters telling 
me'to make quality — fo r QUALITY is the life 
and blood of the Ford Motor Company. So I make 
QUALITY, but when I make more quality than 
PRODUCTION, then they send me to that accuser 
— ju ry  and judge, all in one. He then gives me 
justice that only the Supreme Court could be 
proud of.’’

*  *  *

TEXAS CIO STEELWORKERS in a meeting 
of locals at which 90% of the delegates were 
white elected James Ross, a Negro, to represent 
them on the union’s national Wage Policy Com­
mittee.

*  *  *

TAFT-HARTLEY IN  ACTION. The CIO News­
paper Guild, on strike against a Nashua, N. H., 
paper after a year’s fu tile  negotiations, sent out 
a call fo r aid in maintaining a picket line. Mem­
bers of the CIO National Maritime Union from 
Boston responded. W ithin two hours the company 
had obtained a T-H injunction lim iting  the picket 
line to one person.

*  *  *

A COURT CHALLENGE of the ballot furnished 
voters in Ohio failed. The Prohibition party 
attacked the ballot as unconstitutional since it  
did not provide space fo r write-in votes fo r presi­
dent.

*  *  *

SOCIALIST OUTLOOK, left-w ing paper of the 
British Labor Party, w ill sh ift from a fortn ightly 
to a weekly beginning November 21. Copies of the 
latest issue can be obtained from The M ilitant 
for ten cents«

rut MILITANT
VOLUME XVI MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1952 NUMBER 48

Rice-Stix Strike 
In St. Louis Gets 
Teamsters’ Help

ST. LOUIS — A strike by 650 
members of the CIO Amalgamat­
ed Clothing Workers against the 
Rice - Stix plants in Missouri 
and Mississippi is holding firm 
despite strikebreaking attempts of 
judges, the Mississippi National 
Guard and AFL International 
Ladies Garment Workers officials.

In St. Louis picket lines around 
cotton-garment company’s ware­
houses anti offices are being ob­
served by the A F L  Teamsters 
and by rank and file members of 
the ILGWU. Because of their 
solidarity with the strikers, mem­
bers of the latter union are being 
threatened and brought up on 
tria l by Meyer Perlstein, ILGWU 
vice-president.

The OIO union won elections at 
the Farmington, Mo., and Water 
Valley, Miss., plants of Rice-Stix. 
Nonetheless the company refused
to sign, a contract.

Wives P icke t H arvester Supreme Court 
Asked to Rule 
On Trutks Act

The Michigan Communist Party filed a brief October 
18,w ith-the U.S. Supreme Court challenging the con­
stitutionality of Michigan’s police-state Trucks Act.

The brief declared that the Trucks Act, which a
federal court in Detroit last July'

Eight members of the faculty 
of the University of the South’s 
Theological School have resigned 
in protest against the school’s 
refusal to accept Negro students.

A baby-carriage parade in front of Chicago office of Int’l 
Harvester Co. is staged by wives of striking members of United 
Electrical RaUm and Machine Workers (Ind.). The strikers have 
been out for ten weeks, earlier repelled attempt by House un- 
American committee to break strike by redbaiting.

upheld, violates the F irs t and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the 
Constitution in that i t  denies 
those forced to register under the 
Act freedom of speech, press and 
assembly. I t  stated:

“ The Communist Party or any 
other organization coming w ithin 
the definition of the act, could not 
function without subjecting its 
members, and other persons who 
might be interested in its pro­
gram or activities, to the criminal 
penalties of the act (10 years im ­
prisonment, $10,000 fine, or both).

“ Public speaking, printing and 
distribution of its publications, 
public or even private assembly,

Republican Victory Continues Trend to Right
(Continued from page 1)

seek to give the impression that 
they represent the interests of 
all the people, i t  is always hard 
to point to any single factor that 
plays the decisive role in deter-' 
mining how the majority of the 
people vote. The Republicans 
began, of course, with the solid 
core of people who always vote 
fo r that party because they favor 
consistently conservative policies, 
opposition to any social reforms, 
“ no coddling of labor,’’ etc.

In addition to these they at­
tracted another sizeable number 
of people who voted Republican 
(many fo r the first time) because 
of dissatisfaction with the Demo­
crats on one or more issues they 
regarded as important.

The issues on which they made 
up their minds must have varied 
with different groups of voters, 
but virtually all commentators 
agreed that one which loomed big 
in the minds of these voters Was 
the Korean war.

The Republicans had the sup­
port of the reactionary pro-Mac- 
A rthur forces to begin with •— 
that is, those who were disr 
Satisfied not so much w ith the 
Korean war as such as w ith the 
“ indecisive”  way i t  is run, and 
who favor extending the conflict 
to settle i t  more quickly.

In addition, Eisenhower picked 
up votes from other elements by 
his demagogic promises to do 
something about ending the war 
or withdrawing some or all of 
the U.S. troops in Korea. Large 
numbers either (accepted these 
promises as good coin or figured 
they had nothing to lose and 
possibly something to gain from 
electing an Eisenhower who at 
least promised something in 
preference to a Stevenson who 
stubbornly insisted he would con­
tinue the Korean status quo “as 
long as it was necessary.”

I t  would be wrong to designate 
the total Eisenhower vote as 
anti-war, but some of his sup­
port, which may even have cinched 
the election fo r the GOP, nn 
doubtedly was motivated by anti­
war sentiments, however con­
fused.

The labor leaders’ subserviepce 
to the war policy of the Demo­
cratic Party, and consequently 
their failure to provide political 
leadership to the voters who 
wanted to express protest against 
the Korean war was responsible 
fo r permitting the Republicans 
to exploit these anti-war senti­
ments fo r reactionary purposes.

“ ANTI-COMMUNISM”
Another big factor in the Demo­

cratic defeat was the “anti-com­
munism” issue, whose potency 
was demonstrated by the victory 
in Wisconsin of McCarthy, the 
symbol of unrestrained Republican 
redbaiting, and the ouster in 
Connecticut of Benton, the Demo­
crats’ chief critic of McCarthy in 
the Senate.

We pointed out. six years ago 
that the witch hunt started by 
the Democrats would ultimately 
hit. not only radicals and the labor 
movement, but the Democrats 
themselves and anyone who pro­
fessed liberalism or any other 
policy to the le ft of the extreme 
right wing of the Republican 
Party.

This prediction was confirmed 
to the hilt, in the 1052 election 
which saw Stevenson and his 
liberal supporters in Americans 
fo r Democratic Action smeared 
and discredited by the weapon of 
“ anti-communism”  introduced and 
made fashionable in American 
political life by the Democratic 
Party's counter-revolutionary for- 
reign policy, “ loyalty”  purges and 
thought-control trials at home.

The Democrats were powerless 
to counteract this weapon when

i t  was turned against them. Their 
complaints a b o u t  McCarthy’s 
methods, at the same time they 
were endorsing his objectives and 
claiming to be better “ anti-com­
munists”  than he was, had little  
impact on voters whom they had 
convinced that communism is the 
greatest menace in the world.

The Republican “ big lie”  tech­
nique cannot be exposed effec­
tively without showing that i t  is 
practically identical w ith the 
Democratic “ big lie”  technique. 
Thè labor leaders couldn’t  do this 
because they were try ing  to cover 
up fo r the Democrats. Moreover, 
they came into the dispute with 
unclean hands because they too 
have subscribed to the principle 
of the “ anti-communist”  crusade 
and have applied i t  against m ili­
tant opponents inside the unions. 
Here too their own policies played 
into the hands of the GOP.

ECONOMIC ISSUES
Among other issues that figured 

in the outcome, we can here 
discuss only three more:

1. Discontent with high prices 
and taxes.

The,Democrats put great stress 
on fu ll employment and high 
wages, relying on the (now ex­
ploded) theory that the party in 
power is invariably returned to 
office in periods of relative 
prosperity. The labor leaders con­
centrated on this* to the exclusion 
of almost everything else in the 
final weeks of the campaign, try ­
ing to'convince the people that a 
Republican victory meant a return 
to a Hoover depression.

But propaganda has certain 
limits, and in this case i t  evidently 
failed to overcome the effect of 
economic facts that have sunk 
deep into the consciousness of 
many Americans. A  housewife 
who goes to market is concerned 
about the number of dollars in 
the pay envelope, but just as 
much concerned about the price 
of what she has to buy. People 
on fixed incomes and pensions 
could not be persuaded they 
“ never had i t  so good.”

Furthermore, millions of young 
voters don’t remember the depres­
sion and have been convinced by 
Democratic as well as Republican 
apologists fo r capitalism that 
another bust of the 1929 variety 
is no longer possible. Others who 
do remember the depression fe lt 
the Republicans were telling the 
truth when they charged i t  was 
ended not by Now Deal policies 
but by war production.

The Democrats and labor lead­
ers counted on the 12-year boom 
(which was produced by World 
War I f  and preparations for 
World War I I I ,  and which has 
helped to conserva le  the labor 
movement) to win the election 
fo r them. But the election seems 
to indicate that conservative 
nioods resulting from relative 
prosperity do not work uniformly 
to the advantage of the party in 
power, especially when it. is nin- 
ning against a party which seems 
to conservative voters to be more 
conservative.

THE SOUTH SPLITS
2. Civil rights.
The Democrats were faced with 

a tough problem: I f  they appear­
ed to make too many concessions 
on civil rights to the Negro peo­
ple, they would alienate the 
Dixiecrats, and vice versa. They 
tried to solve the issue by 
straddling. This was acceptable 
to the timid Negro and labor 
leaders, who swallowed Spark­
man without gagging, and to part 
of the Southern Democrats.

But another part of the South­
ern ruling class, tasting blood in 
the concessions already given 
them, held out fo r more. And 
when Stevenson could not accom-

modate them without losing the 
crucial Negro vote, they went 
over to Eisenhower, splitting the 
South fo r the firs t time in 24 
years.

SOIL FOR A HERO
3. The personal factor.
This secondary question is 

usually over-rated in the capital­
ist and liberal press, but that 
is no reason fo r socialists to over­
look or discount the effect i t  has 
under certain social conditions.

Resentment' against political 
corruption prepared the way fo r 
mass support of a figure without 
a party background. Frustration 
resulting from the dilemmas con­
fronting the government — how 
to win a world counter-revolution 
in an international situation 
where the trend is against capital­
ism — created ■ the soil fo r the 
rise of a reputedly “ strong man” 
capable of acting decisively. Ac­
ceptance of tlie idea that war or 
a lengthy period of war prepara­
tions is on the agenda, cultivated 
by both capitalist parties, weaken­
ed resistance to “ the man on a 
horse.”

Eisenhower, the war hero, was 
the beneficiary of these resent­
ments, frustrations and pro-war 
psychology. The half-hearted at­
tempts of the Democrats and 
labor leaders to frighten the peo­
ple with the prospect of a mili­
tarist in the White House could 
not have broad success because 
they had formerly tried to get 
him to run on their own ticket,

THE DECISIVE THING
All these subjective factors 

played their part, but the decisive 
thing favoring the GOP in the 
election was the objective fact 
that American capitalist politics 
has been moving to the right 
since 1946. The Republicans won 
the election that year; Truman’s 
victory in 1948 did not stop the 
trend to the righ t in both major 
parties, despite his reform 
demagogy, but on the contrary 
continued it ;  the Republican made 
new gains in 1950; and now they 
have taken over both the ex­
ecutive and legislative branches.

Underlying this sh ift and 
determining its main direction is 
the crisis of world capitalism and 
the need of U.S. imperialism to 
recapture the resources and 
markets lost to capitalism by the 
revolutions that followed the first 
two world wars. This stupendous 
(and hopeless) task requires the 
building of a huge m ilita ry  ma­
chine and the regimentation of 
the American people as well as 
those in other lands. Both capital­
ist parties are committed to this 
counter-revolutionary crusade and 
both would carry i t  out to the 
best of their ability. Big Busi­
ness evidently prefers to entrust 
the job to the party that pro­
mises to do i t  more cheaply, more 
efficiently and with a minimum of 
concessions to the people.

The same factors that produced 
a sh ift to the righ t inside the 
Democratic Party operated to the 
advantage of the Republicans in 
their contest w ith the Democrats. 
I t  seems to be a law of politics 
that in such situation, a program 
of reaction, no matter who starts 
it, tends to strengthen the most 
openly conservative forces in their 
bid fo r power.

LESSONS TO STUDY
The lessons of the 1952 election 

must be studied by every class­
conscious worker. No attempt 
should be made to minimize the 
fact that the rightward trend in 
American political life has been 
strengthened; to do so would be 
just as wrong as it was before 
the election to deny the fact that 
the rightward shift would be con­
tinued by a Stevenson victory.

We contend two things:
1. The policy of relying on the 

Democratic Party to halt the 
growth of reaction, which op­
portunist leaders have foisted on 
the labor movement and justified 
as the last word in “ realistic and 
practical politics,” has shown 
itself to be completely and utterly 
bankrupt. Continuation of this 
policy w ill lead to more and 
bigger catastrophes.

2. I t  is not the labor move­
ment, but its leaders’ political 
policy, that was tested and proved 
inadequate. Labor still has the 
strength to turn the tide, to 
exert its power effectively, to win 
the leadership of the country in 
an alliance w ith  the other non­
capitalist sections of the popula­
tion, to extricate the United 
States from the total ruin toward 
which the capitalist class is drag­
ging it. But this can be done only 
with a new policy based on a 
repudiation of class-collaboration 
politics including the war drive, 
and the building of an inde­
pendent labor party.

would become the evidence upon 
which persons could be convicted 
of the crime of fa iling to register. 
No organization could exercise 
freedom of speech, press o 8 
assembly under these circum* 
stances.”

Another outrageous section o t 
the Michigan law scored by the 
lawyers fo r the Communist Party 
was that which prohibits names 
of Communist Party members or 
members of any other organiza­
tion which m ight be listed aa 
“ subversive" under the sweeping 
language of the law, from ap­
pearing on the ballot in  Michigan. 
The brief declared:

“ No statute, state or federal, 
in the opinion of the p la in tiff, 
has ever before been held to be 
constitutional which so openly 
and crudely disregards the sp irit 
as well as the letter of the Con­
stitution.”

The first action taken by 
Michigan officials under the 
Trucks Act was to rule the So­
cialist Workers Party off the 
ballot, despite the fact that the 
SWP had filed all the required 
signatures and papers qualifying 
it for a place on the ballot.

Neither time nor space permits 
a full discussion here of the 
lessons of the election and the 
tasks of the future. The Militant 
will devote all the necessary 
space to both in coming issues 
and invites its readers to join in 
the discussion.

See Page 3 for an editorial on 
“What the Future Holds.”

SWP VICTORY
A vigorous protest campaign 

and legal action by the Socialist 
Workers Party resulted in Sec» 
retary qf State (who ran fo r Gov» 
ernor) Alger backing down on his 
first ruling and restoring the 
SWP to its righ tfu l place on the 
ballot. Encouraging though this 
was, i t  was but a temporary vic­
tory over the Trucks A c t

In their counter-brief befoi'e the 
U.S. Supreme Court the attorneys 
for the State of Michigan did not 
answer the attack on the Ti-ucks 
Act made by the Communist 
Party but limited themselves ta 
arguing that the Supreme Court 
should not hear the case but send 
it  back to Michigan courts.

Despite the long steel strike 
which took place in this period 
U.S. Steel Corporation showed It 
higher net income for the third 
quarter and nine months ending 
September 30 than a year ago. 
This is explained by the fabulous 
profiteering prices for steel plus 
the shameless tax adjustments 
allowed by the government to tha 
corporation.

W orld  Events
By Charles Hanley

CHARLES CHAPLIN and his
wife, Oona, were greeted by an 
enthusiastic crowd when they 
arrived in Paris Oct. 29. Presi­
dent Auriol of France invited 
them to the Elysee Palace to see 
a private showing of Chaplin’s 
picture “ Limelight.’’ Chaplin was 
made a knight of the Legion of 
Honor. In London, meanwhile, 
Queen Elizabeth had the picture 
shown privately at Buckingham 
Palace fo r the British Royal 
family. These actions are taken 
generally as pointed demonstra­
tions against the U.S. Attorney 
General’s selection of Chaplin as 
a witch-hunt target.

*  *  *

ITA L IA N  Treasury Minister 
Pella declared his country cannot 
assume any new war-preparation 
burdens in 1953. The United 
States w ill ask Atlantic Pact 
members to increase their m ilita ry 
e ffo rt at a meeting in Paris Dec. 
15.

*  *  *

FIVE UNITED S T A T E S  
ALLIES — Denmark, The Nether­
lands, Canada, Australia and Now 
Zealand — form ally charged the 
United States with violation of 
trade agreements and said they 
were harmed by American restric­
tions on food imports to the U.S. 
from their countries. T h e y  
threatened reprisals. The Nether­
lands has already cut U.S. flour 
imports from 75,000 to 57,000 
tons.

*  *  *

A NEW OUTBREAK on Koje 
Island prison camp resulted in 
the k illing  of one North Korean 
prisoner of w$r and the wounding 
of 75 others. None of the Amer­
ican guards was hurt. The North 
K o r e a n  armistice delegation 
lodged a b itter protest.

*  *  *

VIET - M IN I! freedom fighters 
attacking the French in Indo­
china, wiped out the Bensan 
defense post, 12 miles north of 
Saigon, Oct. 29. The renewed of­
fensive is an imposing demonstra­
tion of the continuing power of 
the Indo-Chinese struggle against

despotic French colonial rut« 
after seven years of desperate 
fighting. Washington is backing 
the French with arms and dol­
lars.

* ,* *
SAVAGE REPRISALS against

an entire Malayan village wet# 
taken Nov. 1 by the British Higfcl 
Commissioner Gen. Templer be­
cause three police constables wer# 
killed and two wounded there by 
partisans. Templer demanded that 
the villagers act as stoolpigeons 
and give information to help 
capture the guerrillas. But they 
did not cooperate w ith the British 
— possibly because they had h# 
information. For a month there 
w ill be a 12-hour curfew restrict­
ing residents to their houses and 
the rice ration w ill be reduced. 
For two months the 1/500 in­
habitants must provide labor to 
build a defense perimeter against 
the guerrillas.

* * *
THE M ALAN REGIME, carry-

mg on its apartheid policy in  
South Africa,"has announced that 
in Durban alone more than 150,- 
C00 Indians and Negroes must 
move into a segregated area. To 
complete the segregation, 3,000 
whites w ill have to change their 
residence. The South African In­
stitute of Race Relations calls 
Malan’s big ghetto plan an “ un­
realizable dream.”

* * *
SPANISH FASCISTS announce 

a m ilita ry and economic agree­
ment between Franco and the 
Truman administration has been 
reached. Spanish a ir and naval 
bases w ill be built by U.S. dollars 
fo r use of American m ilita ry  
forces as part of the preparation 
fo r World War I I I .

* * *
SOUTH KOREAN Foreign Min­

ister Pyun admitted at a. UN 
hearing Nov. 3, that the Rhee 
dictatorship was preparing to 
attack North Korea in 1950, but 
failed to launch the war simply 
because it  had not yet readied it3 
armed forces fo r the assault,


