
T ro tsky ’s K ille r  
Identified, Claims 
True M agazine

By Joseph Hansen
A sensational article in the October issue of True 

magazine reports that the real name and background of the 
assassin of Leon Trotsky has at last been established. 
“ Jacson,”  the agent o f . S ta lin ’s 
dread secret police, the GPU, who
succeeded in  d r iv in g  a p ick-axe 
in to  the sku ll o f T ro tsky  on A u g ­
u s t 20, 1940, is Ramon Mercader 
del Rio, a Spaniard b rough t in to  
S ta lin is t ranks by h is m othe r be­
fo re  the outbreak o f the Spanish 
C iv il W ar.

The evidence is subm itted by 
D r. A lfon so  Q uiroz, D irec to r o f 
the D epartm ent o f Special In ­
vestiga tions o f the Bank o f 
M exico. He located a police record 
th a t has been in  the files o f the 
D ire c tio n  General de Seguridad 
in  M adrid , Spain, since 1936; th a t 
is, before Franco seized power. 
The fin g e rp rin ts  o f one Ramon 
M ercader (del R io is  the m aterna l 
nam e) match those o f “ Jacson.”  
A  composite photosta t o f r ig h t

(See editorial, 
Murderer,” on

“Trotsky’s 
Page 3.)

index fin g e rp rin ts  as w e ll as f ro n t  
and p ro file  police photographs o f 
M ercader and “ Jacson,”  ap­
p a re n tly  prepared by D r. Quiroz, 
is  reproduced in  True.

D r. Q uiroz’s in te res t in the 
id e n tity  o f the assassin began 
when he was assigned by the 
judge  in  the case to make a 
psych ia tr ic  s tudy in 1940-’41 o f 
the m urderer. In  1950, w h ile  on a 
t r ip  to Europe, he had the op­
p o r tu n ity  Jo tes t two conclusions 
he had reached in  his study.

“ 1. Jacson was e ithe r a 
Spaniard o r had spent a lo t o f 
t im e  in Spain. He a lm ost ce rta in ly  
had taken p a r t in  the Spanish 
C iv il W a r on the Lo ya lis t side.

“ 2. He had p robab ly  under­
taken the crim e w ith  the approval 
o f his m other.”

A f te r  a ttend ing  the In te rn a ­
tiona l C rim ino logy . Congress in 
P aris in the fa l l  o f 1950, where 
he had been inv ited  to de live r a 
paper, D r. Q uiroz w ent to B a r­
celona.

“ He g o t a ra th e r cool reception 
a t f irs t  in police circles. A f te r  a ll, 
i t  was pointed o u t , ' Mexico s t i l l  
hadn’t  recognized F ranco’s Spain 
and. ...there .„«¡uld be no o ffic ia l
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cooperation. D r. Quiroz made i t  
c lear th a t he was there on a 
pu re ly  uno ffic ia l m ission and 
by th is  tim e several Spanish 
crim ino log is ts  who knew .h im  pu t 
in a few  good words and o ffic ia l 
doors opened more easily.

“ S pecifica lly, D r. Q uiroz wanted 
the Spaniards to compare his set 
o f Jacson’s f in g e rp rin ts  w ith  those 
in th e ir  files.' A pp a re n tly , the y  
had separate files fo r  crim ina ls  
and p o lit ic a l prisoners. W hich 
group was he in terested in ?  P o li­
tica l prisoners.”

B u t a ll Barcelona records o f 
po litica l prisoners were destroyed 
d u rin g  the C iv il W ar. D r. Quiroz 
went to the fing-erprin t d iv is ion  
o f police headquarters in M adrid .

F IN G E R P R IN T S  M A T C H
“ The p r in t  man took Jacson’s 

p r in ts  in to  the file  room and fo r  
no reason Dr. Quiroz looked a t 
his watch. When he re tu rned , D r.

(Continued on page 3)

By George Clarke
SWP Campaign Manager

I  listened to Nixon’s (ear- 
jerking explanation over the radio 
the other nght of why he took 
the bdodle from the Big Money 
boys in California. Discounting 
the corn, I  for one can’t get 
worked up over the deal. More 
than a hundred years ago Karl 
Marx said “the state is the ex­
ecutive committee of the ruling 
class.” Or to put it in the more 
colloquial expressions of one of 
our robber barons: I t ’s cheaper 
to buy the legislators than the 
voters. Nixon was only getting 
paid for services rendered. The 
other Republocrats (and there 
aren’t many of them) who don’t 
get in on the pie are cheating 
themselves out of wages.

Nixon challenged the other can-, 
didates to make an accounting of | °P"

Election Fund 
Passes 86% with
One Week to Go

By Reba Aubrey
Fund Campaign M anager

Branches o f the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P a r ty  sent in $702 th is  week 
on th e ir  pledges o f $18,000 to the 
P residentia l E lection -— A n ti-  
Truck., Law  Fund, ra is in g  the na­
tiona l to ta l th rough Sept. 22 to 
$15,947, o r 86%.

Boston, P ittsbu rgh  and Seattle 
jo ined the 100%ers, m aking a 
to ta l o f ten branches th a t have 
fu lf il le d  th e ir pledges in  fu ll and 
ahead o f schedule. S. Conti ex­
presses the sentim ent o f the 
Boston comrades: “ I  am very 
happy th a t we have been able 
to fu lf i l l  our quota in advance.”  
F. F rank , who sent in  Seattle ’s 
fina l paym ent, exp la ins: “ Over $50 
was contribu ted by frien ds  o f our 
p a r ty ; we would have had a hard 
tim e fu lf i l l in g  our pledge w ith ­
ou t these friends .”

N e w ark ’s $312 pushed them 
w ith in  3% o f tho goal line. A n ­
other $32 w ill p u t them over the

th e ir  finances over the a ir  and 
T V . We accept. One speech like  
th a t ' would te ll w h a t a w o rld  o f 
d iffe rence  the re  is between a 
w ork ing-c lass p a r ty  and the rest. 
W e don’t  expect to ge t the chance 
—  b u t we could use. an y th in g  the 
.people on the o ther side o f the 
R.R tracks  can give to a p a rty  
th a t  w i l l  one day s tra igh ten  out 
the  rea l “ mess”  in the coun try : 
the  b illio n a ire  monopolies and 
th e ir  ru n n in g  dogs, like  N ixon, 
in  W ashington.

You can’t contain a w o rld  revo­
lu tio n . T h a t’s w ha t F a rre ll Dobbs 
sa id  in  his speech at N ew ark as 
quoted in the N ew ark E vening 
News. The w orld  sweep aga inst 
cap ita lism , he said sooner o r la te r 
is  bound to reach our shores 
In  Chicago, M y ra  Tanner Weiss 
to ld  the  Chicago Daiilv News th a t 
1952 w i l l  probably ho the la s t 
p res iden tia l election w ith o u t a 
la bo r p a rty . M yra  was scheduled 
to  speak to  the Negro B a p tis t 
convention. A t  the la s t m inute 
when M yra  was a lready on the 
p la tfo rm  they reneged. Same 
th in g  happened w ith  a rad io  in ­
te rv ie w  there. B rave figh te rs  fo r  
"dem ocracy,”  these.
1 A l l  reports  speak o f successful 
cam paign m eetings in N ewark, 
Chicago and D e tro it. In  the M o to r 
C ity  M y ra  spoke to three meet­
ings  o f sections o f Ford  Local 
600 U A W .

Y ou can read the da ily  press 
end the b ig  w orkers  and m on th ly  

(Continued on page 2)

V. R. Dunne sent in $100 on the 
M inneapo lis-S t. Paul pledge w ith  
th is  com m ent: “ A t  las t n ig h t’s 
branch m eeting tho question of 
com ple ting  our pledge before the 
fina l date was discussed. We have 
every assurance fro m  the com­
rades th a t we w i l l  be able to 
discharge our ob liga tion  in th is  
regard. You m ay look fo r  com­
pletion o f our quota paym ent be­
fo re  the end o f tfie  m onth .”

San Francisco’s $8 moved th e ir  
score up a notch t*> 83% ;
Youngstown’s $40 increased th e ir 
to ta l to $240 or 60%.

P. Seym our sent in $78 on 
O akland’s $300 pledge, saying: 
“ A t  least we’re out o f the ce llar, 
bu t i t  looks like  a las t-m inu te  
s trugg le  fo r  us to make it . ”

The .group o f Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  friends in  the South 
not on ly fu lf il le d  th e ir  $150 
pledge bu t w ent over bv $15 to 
110% .

The cam paign closes on Sept. 
30 —  on ly 8 days from  now! So 
le t ’s get in the balance o f those 
pledges.

(See scoreboard on page 4)

Miners Win 
Pay Boost by 
Strike Threat

Labor circles, buzzing over the 
fas t Lew is v ic to ry  in  the so ft coal 
con tract, are ask ing : How did  he 
do it?  B iggest s ingle point in  the 
exp lanation is the ’ w e ll - known 
readiness o f the U n ited  M ine 
W orkers to back up demands w ith  
action.

The W all S treet Journa l, re ­
p o rtin g  fro m  W ashington, says 
on Sept. 22: “ Both here and in  
P ittsbu rgh , the m ost common ex­
planation fo r  the no rthern  opera­
to rs ’ w illingness to pay 32 cents 
an hour fo r  peace was th a t they 
believed they would have to pay 
a h ighe r price anyw ay, and th a t 
they m ig h t as well do i t  before a 
s tr ik e .”

T h is  fa ta lis t ic  a ttitu d e  towards 
the un ion ’s power shows th a t a 
union which has a repu ta tion  fo r  
m ilita n t action doesn’t  always 
hav.e to s tr ike , bu t can sometimes 
w in fu l l  demands on the basis o f 
its  unsupported word. The U M W  
has everyone w e ll convinced th a t 
i t  is ready to back its  word to the 
h ilt .

P A R A D O X IC A L  S IT U A T IO N
In  the case o f unions which

have pursued a weaker, more
v a c illa tin g  po licy in th e  past, 
such as the CIO U n ited  S tee l­
w orkers, corpora tion heads are 
inclined to tes t its  words because 
they have seen i t  w ith d ra w  in  the 
past. T h is  b rough t about the 
paradoxica l s itua tion  th is  year 
where the m iners union, reputed ly 
most m ilita n t in U.S. labor, did 
not s tr ik e  and won 32 cents an 
hour, w h ile  the Stee lworkers
union, w ith  a past record o f com­
promise, was forced to s tr ik e  fo r  
55 days to w in  26 cents an hour.

The U n ited M ine W orkers v ic ­
to ry  settlem ent applies to about a 
q u a rte r o f a m illio n  w orkers, o r 
most o f the soft-coal m iners o f 
the nation. A no ther 100,000 in the 
Southern coal fie lds are now 
dem anding the same term s, which 
are :

1. A  pay rise o f $1.00 a day, 
from  the present $16.35 basic ra te  
to $18.25 fo r  e igh t hours.

2. A  ten-cent-a-ton rise in  the 
corpora tion paym ents to the 
m iners’ w e lfa re  fund, fro m  the 
present 30 cents a ton  to 40' 
cents.

BLO W  TO W A G E  F R E E Z E
This package, estim ated a t 32 

cents an hour per employee, is 
the la rgest single raise negotiated 
by the LTnited M ine W orkers. I t  
is also the biggest b low  a t the 
wage freeze since its  inception in 
ea rly  1951.

The Wage S tab iliza tion  Board, 
new ly reorganized and warned o f 
its  an ti- la bo r duties by Congress 
a fte r  the steel ba ttle , is due to 
review  the mine contract. The new 
contract- p robab ly  exceeds W SB 
lim its , b u t the consensus o f 
opin ion is th a t the board w il l  back 
aw ay fro m  the m atte r.

Look W ho's T a lk in g

Why Stevenson Doesn’t 
Give McCarran the Axe

SWP on the Air
W NEW  (1130 on dial)

Three programs for George 
Breitman, SWP candidate 
for Senator in New Jersey 
Thur., Oct. 2; Mon., Oct. 6; 

Wed., Oct. 8, all 9 PM

By Myra T. Weiss
SWP Vice-Presidential Candidate

How righteous Democratic can­
didate Stevenson sounds when he 
denounces McCarthyism, how in­
dignant he acts about Eisen­
hower’s refusal to repudiate Mc­
Carthy, how liberal he himself 
appears by contrast! And how 
phony his righteousness, indigna­
tion and liberalism really are!

Nothing is cheaper than a 
Dixiecrat politician denouncing 
the lack of democracy in the 
Soviet Union while defending or 
remaining silent about the lack 
of democracy in his own state. 
Stevenson is no -better.

He ‘goes after the Republicans 
hammer and tongs because they 
condone, encourage and support 
the smear methods of the Wis­
consin witch hunter. Listening to 
him on this subject, many liberals 
have become convinced that Stev-

enson is a fearless crusader 
against though t-con tro l who w ill 
res is t any and a ll e ffo r ts  to 
abridge the B ill o f R ights. B u t 
Stevenson is no less hypocritica l 
on th is  issue than Eisenhower, 
and ju s t  as ready to subordinate 
his so - called p rinc ip les  where 
they ge t in  the w ay o f votes.

I f  there is one man in the 
Senate who r iv a ls  M cC arthy as a 
w itch  hun te r and character- 
assassin, i t  is Senator M cC arran 
o f Nevada, the fr ie n d  o f F ranco 
and the au tho r o f the law  se tting  
up concentration camps in  th is  
country. B u t Stevenson is ju s t  as 
u n w illin g  to repud iate M cCarran 
as E isenhower is  to repudiate 
M cC arthy. The reason is s im ple: 
M cCarran is a Dem ocrat, one o f 
the m ost po w erfu l in  the Senate, 
and he is supporting  Stevenson’s 
campaign.

Asked a t a press conference on

BRITISH HAIL CHAPLIN  
IN REPLY TO U. S. BAN

In answer to the Immigration Department’s efforts to 
bar Charlie Chaplin from America, cheering London crowds 
staged a gala welcome that brought tears to the eyes of the
w orld  famous comedian upon his®"

SWP Wins Ploce 
On New York Ballot

N EW  YORK, Sept. 24 — Of­
ficial notification was received 
today from Staid election 
officials that the Socialist 
Worker Party slate in New 
York will be fifth in position 
on the ballot. Candidates arc 
Farrell Dobbs for President, 
Myra Tanner ^Veiss for Vice- 
President, and Michael Bart ell 
for U.S. Senator.

The SWP place on the ballot 
is the first line open for can­
didates named by independent 
nominating petitions. Seven 
parties will be on the New 
York b a l l o t :  Republican,
Democratic, Liberal, American 
Labor, Socialist Worker, In ­
dustrial Government and So­
cialist.

a rr iv a l there. The cheering thou­
sands shouted encouragem ent to 
the man whom the U.S. A tto rn e y  
General intends to  hold a t E ll is  
Is land fo r  alleged “ dangerous 
though ts .”

A  hearten ing dem onstration fo r  
the fo r lo rn  l i t t le  tram p o f the 
screen, i t  was also an im pressive 
dem onstration o f how d iffe re n t 
the po litica l c lim ate  is in B r ita in  
w ith  its  pow erfu l Labor P a rty  
and A m erica  where the w itch  
hunters ru le  unrestra ined.

Eng land ’s g re a t po litica l car­
toonist, David Low, celebrated 
C hap lin ’s a rr iv a l w ith  a d raw ing  
en titled  “ The Am erican W ay o f 
L ife .”  I t  showed Charlie in  his 
fam ous costume being chased by 
a mob o f U.S. au tho rities  in  a 
decrep it old auto labelled “ K ey­
stone Im m ig ra tio n  Cops.”

C hap lin  go t the news o f A t ­
to rney General M cG ranery ’s plan 
to banish h im  fro m  the U.S. 
w h ile  he was in  m id - A tla n tic . 
S ho rtly  before sa iling  Im m ig ra ­
tion  au tho rities  had issued h im  
a re -e n try  p e rm it “ good”  fo r  one 
year. A  spokesman fo r  Mc- 
G ranery, the ad m in is tra tion ’s 
“ cover up m an”  in the Justice 
Departm ent, to ld  reporte rs  th a t 
the accusation against Chaplin 
would be advocating overth row  
o f the governm ent and added “ in

Republican Candidate 
Uses Anti-Red Racket 
To Feather Own Nest

By Farrell Dobbs <
SWP Presidential Candidate

Senator Richard M. Nixon, Republican vice-presidential 
candidate, has been exposed as the recipient of an $18,000 
fund raised privately by a group of wealthy Southern Cali­
fornia business men. Nixon’s main stock-in-trade has been 
anti-communism and he has been campaigning for the
S30,000-a-year vice-presidency on®---------------------------------------------------
the" program of “clean the com­
m unists and crooks out o f W ash­
ing ton .”

Tho disclosure o f N ixo n ’s “ sup 
p lem entary expenditu res”  fund 
goes to show, as I  have repeatedly 
pointed out, th a t the Republicans 
are ju s t as c o rru p t as the Demo­
crats. I f  the GOP w ins, i t  can be 
counted on to em ulate th e ! 
notorious practices o f the p a r ty  I 
now in  power.

SCR ATC H A R E D -B A IT E R  . j.
Th is exposure o f N ixon  shows 

som eth ing more, too: Scratch a 1 
w itch -hu n te r and red -ba ite r and * 
you ’ l l  usua lly  find a scoundrel ou t | 
to fea th e r his own nest.

N ixo n ’s rab id  anti-com m unism  
lias been a cover, in p a r t  fo r  h is I 
u n fa ilin g  support o f every b i l l  in  
Congress to aid the real estate 
sharks, oil prom oters, bankers, | 
and s im ila r special in terests. Now , 
h is w itc h -h u n tin g  is also seen to 
be a cover fo r  lin in g  his pockets 
and financing h is  po litica l fo r ­
tunes w ith  money collected .from 
76 men whom the N. Y . T im es —- 
a pro-E isenhow er paper —  calls 
“ an abbreviated ‘who’s who’ o f 
w ea lthy  and in flu e n tia l Southern 
C a lifo rn ia  business figu res.”

N ixon , co-author o f the M undt- 
N ixon police state b ill th a t was

F o r P resident

C haplin , one o f the fe w  geniuses 
th a t the film  in d u s try  has p ro ­
duced, has long been a ta rg e t o f 
b igo ts and w itch  hunters. Born 
in  Eng land, he has never applied 
fo r  U.S. citizensh ip, though, o f 
course, he pays huge taxes to  
the U.S. governm ent. H is film s 
have o ften contained social satire 
th a t has in fu r ia te d  reactionary  
elements. Thus some o f his ea rly  
film s poked fun  a t m ilita r is m  and 
depicted the p lig h t o f im m igran ts . 
“ Modern T im es”  showed the 
e ffec t o f the speedup in  the auto 
in d u s try  on assembly line  w o rk ­
ers. “ The G reat D ic ta to r”  no t 
on ly rid icu led the leader cu lt o f 
fascism  b u t ended w ith  a r in g in g  
plea fo r  w o rld  w ith o u t w a r and 
w ith o u t re lig iou s  o r rac ia l op­
pression. H is la s t f ilm  shown in 
th is  country, “ M onsieur V erdoux,”  
angered the Roman Catholic 
h ie ra rchy, whose c a m p a i g n  
against i t  forced its  w ith d ra w a l 
fro m  show ing in  the U.S.

In  add ition  to the social sa tire  
in m ost o f his f ilm s , Chaplin was 
among those a rtis ts  who hailed 
the Russian R evolu tion in  its  
ea rly  days under Lenin and T ro t­
sky. Since then he has fro m  tim e  
to tim e  been suspected o f svague 
sym pathy w ith  libe ra l movements 
and has expressed a n ti-w a r sen ti­
ments Thus in 1047 he to ld  the 
House U n - Am erican A c tiv it ie s

Sept. 15 w ha t his a tt itu d e  is to 
M cCarran, Stevenson l a m e l y  
answered: “ I  am a fra id  you w il l  
have to fd rg iv e  me. In  the f irs t  
place, I  m ust confess to you th a t 
I  have never m et Senator Mc­
Carran o f Nevada face to face, 
and I ju s t don’t  know .”

Has he ever m et M cC arthy face 
to face ? Do you have to meet a 
w itch  hu n te r face to face before 
you denounce h im  ? Tho re p o rte r I incorporated in to the M cCarran 
knew tha t Stevenson was t r y in g  concentration-cam p law  o f 1950, 
to evade the issue, so he asked I thus fo llow s out the p a tte rn  of 
h im  i f  he was acquainted w ith  |
MeCarrans views. “ I  am acqua in t­
ed w ith  his views to some exten t 
—  perhaps no t as w e ll as I  should 
be,”  Stevenson replied.

And th is  is the man the libe ra l 
and labor leaders te ll us should 
be elected fo r  his “ in te llec tua l 
honesty”  and “ m oral in te g r ity ” !

The tru th  is th a t Stevenson is 
not a p rinc ip led  opponent o f Mc- 
M a rthy ism . He agrees w ith  M c­
C a rthy  on his main objective, and 
disagrees w ith  h im  on his method 
ch ie fly  because M cC arthy uses his 
an ti - com m unist cam paign to 
smear the Democrats too. I f  Mc­
C a rthy  was a Dem ocrat, Stev­
enson would not a tta ck  him . H is 
a ttitu d e  to M cCarran is p ro o f o f 
tha t.

Stevenson’s “ an ti - M cC arthy­
ism ”  is ju s t  sucker-ba it fo r  the 
libera ls. L ike  a ll the o ther ca p ita l­
is t po litic ians, he is a cynical op­
p o rtu n is t who would ra th e r be 
President than r ig h t  on c iv il 
liberties.

FARRELL DOBBS

the typ ica l professional w itch - 
hunters in W ashington.

There was J. Parnell Thom as* 
the Republican cha irm an o f the 
House U n - Am erican A c tiv it ie s  
Com m ittee, who w rapped h im se lf 
in an Am erican f la g  b u t w ent 

(Continued on page 2)

POLL OF NEGROES HITS 
STAND OF TWO PARTIES

By William E. Bohannan
SWP Candidate lo r Congress, 11th D istrict, N. J.
Most Negroes are dissatisfied w ith the civil rights 

planks of the Democratic and Republican parties, accord­
ing to public opinion polls taken by the Pittsburgh Courier 
and published on Sept. 13 and**-

m y opinion we have a p re tty  w itch  hunters: “ I  am no t a Corn- 
good case.”  ■ m unist. I  am a peace-monger.”

Ceylon Trotskyists 
Leave for Peiping

Edmund Sam arkkody and 
H ecto r Fernando o f the Lanka 
Samasamaja, Ceylon section of 
the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l, le ft  
Ceylon on Sept. 14 to attend 
the Asian Peace Conference in 
Peip ing, according to the 
Sam asam ajist, Ceylonese E ng­
lish-language weekly.

The declared purpose o f the 
conference, to “ seek ways and 
means o f ensuring peace in 
A sia ,”  is endorsed by the 
Lanka Samasamaja, and the 
two T ro ts k y is t delegates, in  a 
statem ent issued a t the a ir ­
po rt, said they were “ g lad fo r  
th is  op po rtu n ity  to v is it  revo­
lu tio n a ry  China and also to 
meet o ther representatives o f 
progressive parties in  A s ia .”  

People’s China, a Peip ing 
publication, confirm ed on Aug. 
16 th a t D r. N. M. Perera and 
Leslie Goonewardene, leading 
Ceylon T ro tsky is ts , were mem­
bers o f the. Ceylon sponsoring 
Com m ittee fo r  the Asian con­
ference which opens Sept. 22.

20.
Asked i f  they were satisfied 

w ith  the Dem ocratic c iv il r ig h ts  
plank, 55% answered “ No.”  Asked 
the same question about the 
Republican plank, 87% answered 
“ No.”  (The Courie r has supported 
a ll Republican pres identia l can­
didates since 1940.)

I f  th is  po ll accurate ly re ­
presents the th in k in g  o f the m a­
jo r i ty  o f the Negro people —  and 
I am inclined to believe i t  does —  
then i t  exp la ins w hy there is  so 
l i t t le  enthusiasm  over the 1952 
campaign among Negroes, even 
among those who $re go ing  to  
vote fo r  one o f the old parties.

lit also expla ins w hy Stevenson 
and Eisenhower in th e ir  recent 
speeches are m aking  gestures to 
the R egro vo te rs  —  Stevenson, 
by sw itch ing  to g ive ha lf-hea rted  
approval to  a n ti- filib u s te r action, 
which he o r ig in a lly  opposed, and 
Eisenhower, by m aking a vague 
reference to the po ss ib ility  th a t 
he m ig h t appo in t a “ qua lified ”  
Negro to h is cabinet.

Negroes are go ing to vote aga inst 
the old pa rties  m ere ly  because 
they are discontented w ith  th e ir  
p la tfo rm s . I  am a fra id  th a t ’s no t 
in the cards th is  year. F rom  w h a t 
I  hear and read, I  ga the r th a t 
most N egro voters are go ing  to 
s tr in g  along w ith  the advice o f 
th e ir  conservative leaders and 
vote fo r  the ca p ita lis t po litic ian s  
who have betrayed them con­
s is ten tly  in  the past.

W O R TH LE S S  PRO M ISES
The ca p ita lis t po litic ian s  e v i­

dently  know th a t the N egro peo­
ple were dissatisfied w ith  the 
conventions and the bids th a t 
both m a jo r pa rties  made to  the 
D ix iecra ts , and they are t r y in g  
to lessen th a t d issa tis fac tion  by 
demagogic prom ises and h a lf ­
promises.

O f course these promises aren 
w o rth  any more than the prom ises

NO R E A L  C O N F ID E N C E
But the  s ign ifican t th in g  is 

tha t many o r most o f them are 
go ing to do so th is  year w ith o u t 
real confidence in the people they 
vote fo r. I f  they vote Dem ocrat, 
i t  won’t be because they th in k  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  is th e ir  pa rty , 
t ru ly  representing th e ir in terests, 
b u t ' because they don’t see any 
o ther a lte rna tive  to  the Repub­
licans.

I  consider th is  a ve ry  im p o rta n t 
p o lit ic a l fac t. Tho Dem ocrats m ay 
ge t a m a jo r ity  o f the Negro 
vote, but they do no t have, and1 
they •w ill no t get, the tru s t  o r 

1 confidence o f a m a jo r ity  o f the 
Negro people. Even i f  they vote. 
Dem ocratic, most. Negroes w i l l  
s t i l l  be th in k in g  about and look­
ing around fo r  another p a rty  th a t 
w i l l  adequately represent and 
promote th e ir  in terests.

In  o ther words, proposals fo r  
(he bu ild ing  o f an independent 
labor pa rty , and socia list ideas 
genera lly, can find a good recep- 

L lio n  among 1 he N egro  people in  
th is  electioni tm s eieerion cam paign —  and 

in the Dem ocratic and Republican: a fte rw a rds  too. In  the long ru n  
p la tfo rm s , which have been m ade; fh at fact is go ing to count m ore 
so m any tim es in  the past a n d jheav ily  than ,fle  v ic to ry  tha t the 
never fu lf il le d . > ca p ita lis t po litic ian s  w il l  w in  in

I  don’t  mean to  im p ly  th a t m ost I November?
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Detention-Camp Preview  o f Barbed-W ire Am erica
C oncentration camps fo r  p o li­

t ic a l dissenters —  p a rtic u la r ly  
opponents o f w a r —  are being 
established in th is  coun try , F a r­
re l l Dobbs said in  th is  paper on 
A ug . 4. C itin g  the M cC arran- 
K ilg o re  In te rn a l Security  A c t o f 
1950 and the A tto rn e y  General’s 
im p lem enting  orders las t Jan­
ua ry , the pres identia l candidate 
o f the Socia list W orkers P a rty  
to ld  how p rison e r-o f-w a r camps 
from  W orld  W ar I I  were being 
pu t in  shape to  “ de ta in ”  A m e r­
icans in de fin ite ly  w ith o u t t r ia l  by 
ju ry .  ,

(Now we have an actual eye­
w itness re p o rt on one o f the 
“ detention”  camps be ing readied, 
under the provis ions o f the Mc- 
C arran  concentration - camp law , 
fo r  those whom the A tto rn e y  
General finds “ there is reasonable 
ground to believe th a t such pe r­
sons w il l  probably engage in  acts 
o f espionage o r sabotage.”

Charles R. A llen , J r., recen tly  
w ro te  two extensive artic les  fo r  
the  N . Y . D a ily  Compass describ­
in g  his v is i t  to the Federal P rison 
Camp near A llenwood, Pa., a 
sm all tow n 80 m iles no rth  o f 
H a rrisb u rg . D u rin g  the la s t w a r 
th is  was the Susquehanna O rd­
nance Depot where T N T  was 
made, packed, tested and stored 
fo r  the A rm y .

The s ite  la y  in  disuse fro m  
1047 u n t il la s t F eb rua ry  when 
Guy C. Rexroad, Colonel, U n ited 
S tates A rm y  (R e tire d ), a rrived  
W ith 60 prisoners from  the Fed­
era l P en ite n tia ry  in Ashland, K y ., 
to  reh ab ilita te  the ordnance depot 
fo r  a “ detention”  camp. I t  is an 
8,400-acre area com ple te ly su r­
rounded by 12-foot-h igh re in ­
forced barbed-w ire  fences.

Col. Rexroad personally show­
ed A llen  around the camp and 
described the w o rk  go ing on there 
and its  purpose. He acknowledged, 
in re p ly  ,to A lle n ’s question, th a t 
th is  was to be a “ de tention”  camp 
under the In te rn a l S ecu rity  A c t. 
“ T ha t is the basic na ture o f our 
m ission here.”

A S K E D  N O T  TO T E L L  A L L
“ B u t you ’re the f irs t  newspaper 

m an we’ve had here,”  Rexroad 
confided to  A llen . “ A nd i f  you 
love y o u r country , you w on ’t  te ll 
eve ry th in g  th a t you see here.
A t  any ra te. A llen  loves his coun­
t r y  enough to  disclose w h a t he 
learned about a ttem pts  to con 
v e rt i t  in to  a rep lica  d f Naziland.

Before ta k in g  A llen  on a to u r 
o f  the camp site, Rexroad showed 
h im  the la yo u t on a map. P o in t­
in g  to  one s truc tu re  on the  map, 
the  Colonel said:

“ T h is  b u ild in g  was —  and s t i l l  
is  —  a warehouse. A f te r  we f ix  i t  
up we ough t to  be able to get 
1,500 o r maybe more in to  i t . ”

He pointed to  another spot:
“ T h is  was the machine shop at 

one tim e and w ill be ve ry  acom- 
m odating. . . We can squeeze a t 
least 3,000 down the re ."

Show ing a th ird  c lus te r of-1*  
s truc tu res on the ' map, the 
Colonel added:

I f  we need the room we can 
take th is  and w o rk  in another 
thousand or so.”

The Colonel let s p ill the fac t 
th a t whole fam ilies  —  fathers, 
m others and young ch ild ren —  
m ig h t be th ru s t in to  confinement 
behind the barbed-w ire  ba rrie rs  
o f th is  prison camp.

W O R LD  W A R  I I  P R E C E D E N T
“ So fa r  the un ifo rm s  we’ve 

received and the m a te ria l we 
have is fo r  males but. I  guess 
there ’l l  be women too. P robab ly 
whole fam ilies . I  know  th a t ’s 
w h a t they did w ith  the Japanese.”  

T h is  re fe rs  to the 100,000 
Japanese A m ericans who were 
to m  fro m  th e ir  homes w ith o u t 
w a rn ing  r ig h t  a f te r  Pearl H a rbo r 
and herded in to  “ re location 
centers”  —  fancy te rm  fo r  con­
cen tra tion  camps in  isolated 
areas. M any o f those seized were 
na tive-born  Am ericans. They were 
held as prisoners w ith o u t t r ia l o r 
hearings fo r  fo u r  years.

“ As I  understand i t  these peo­
ple would ove rth row  the govern­
m ent by force and violence i f  we 
d idn ’t  p u t them aw ay,”  the 
warden and re tire d  Colonel ex­
plained. B u t kids, old men and

F o r P o lit ic a l Dissenters

women? asked A llen . There was 
a m om entary silence and the 
warden then said ab rup tly , “ Come 
on, le t’s go th rough  the ad­
m in is tra tio n  b u ild in g .”

A f te r  exam in ing the ad m in is tra ­
tion  b u ild in g , w h ich was to  be 
the camp’s “ con tro l p o in t,”  A llen  
was in v ited  by  Rexroad to  “ get 
in to  the car and see where w e’re 
go ing to  s tick  ’em.”

They drove o f f  to a “ vast 
s tre tch  o f huge earthen mounds 
—  the ‘ ig loos’ w h ich had held the 
completed T N T .”  There the 
warden showed the bu ild in g  th a t 
“ we’ll  use fo r  the m ain ba rracks.”  
I t  was an abandoned machine 
shop w ith  concrete block wa lls, 
cement f lo o r and f la t  roo f.

C A N  SQ U E E ZE  IN  3,000
“ T h is b u ild in g  is in fine shape,”  

the Colonel said. “ The on ly  th in g  
we're do ing now is m a in ta in in g  
the roo f. W e’l l  ge t to the ba r­
racks a fte r  e ve ry th in g  else is 
taken care of. B u t we can easily 
squeeze as m any as 3,000 in here, 
I  th in k  —  maybe more. W e can 
even make tw o  flo o rs  out o f the 
place and sleep them  in tie rs  —  
you know those wooden, she lf-like  
beds. F ive  levels to a section.”

He said the  barracks would be 
ready in a year. “ A nd  i f  the re ’s 
a w a r by  then or Congress orders 
them  to be p u t in to  prison, w e ll 
we’d ju s t have to  s tick  them here 
r ig h t  aw ay and have them bu ild  
th e ir  own shelter. They ’l l  have 
bu ilders and carpenters among 
th e ir  own people, I  suspect.”

They rode along u n t il they 
passed another, bu t sm aller,

Barren in te r io r  o f barracks b u ild in g  above is ty p ic a l o f 
in s ta lla tion s  at Tule lake, C a lif., Federal P rison Camp 38, one 
o f s ix  such places o f de tention being prepared on orders o f T ru ­
man’s Justice Dept, to hold po litica l prisoners in concentra tion 
camps w ithou t t r ia l under the M cCarran A ct.

oblong b u ild in g  on which, some 
o f the prison laborers were w o rk ­
ing.

“ I ’l l  be able to ge t a t least 
1,500 in here,”  the warden said. 
B u t he d idn ’t  w an t to stop. I t  was

a warehouse, b u t i t  “ poses 
p a rtic u la r problem ,”  he explained« 
“ There are no w indows in . i t  and- 
they ’ve go t to have some v e n tila ­
tio n .”  1

Then there would be sunshine

(•land fresh  a ir  fo r  the inm ates? 
A llen  asked.

“ Oh, i t  w on’t  be any picnic. 
P robably won’t  be any b e tte r —  
i f  as good —  as the Japanese 
camps,”  Rexroad rep lied.

A ll to ld , the camp would be 
ready to hold fro m  4,000 to 7,000 
prisoners, the Colone'l agreed. 
“ A lthough  you now know about 
as much as I  do about the place 
—  I don’t  know when the y ’l l  be 
com ing o r how the y ’l l  be treated. 
I ’m ju s t  here to p u t the place in  
order,”  he said a lm ost apolo­
ge tica lly .

Before A llen  le ft the camp, the 
Colonel took him aside: “ N ow  look 
here. Dont go blow  th is  th in g  up.
I  th in k  the less the people know, 
the less w o rry in g  they’ l l  do. Af t e r  
a ll —• i t ’s p a rt o f our national 
defense.”

R E A C T IO N  IN  C O M M U N IT IE S
A lle n  in terviewed some 150 

people fro m  a ll w a lks o f li fe  in 
the nearby com m unities to learn 
th e ir  reaction to the fa c t o f a 
concentration camp being set up 
so near.

The £ ity  ed ito r o f the Sun, a 
newspaper in  W illiam sport,-, a 
c ity  o f 45,000, knew o f the camp 
and said they had carried -a sho rt 
piece la s t F eb ru a ry  when Col. 
Rexroad had f irs t  moved in to 
reh ab ilita te  the  camp. “ We used 
the te rm  ‘detention camp.’ I  know  

•.the w ire  services used ‘concen­
tra tio n  cam p’ b u t n o t us. . . Never 
said a n y th in g  e d ito r ia lly . . . I f  we 
ever ge t around to say ing  any­
th in g  however i t  would be fa v o r­

able ( to  the cam p) I  can te ll you 
tha t. . .”

A no the r W illia m s p o rt ed ito r 
said they had p rin ted  no th ing  
e d ito r ia lly  on the camp. “ A f te r  
a ll nobody’s in  there yet. We 
wouldn ’t  w a n t to  s t ir  th in gs  up 
unnecessarily. . . W ha t do I  th in k  
personally? W ell, we g o t to  do 
som ething in  the event o f a war, 
don’ t  we ? ”  A lle n  rem arked th a t 
in W orld  W ar I I  there was no 
such move to im prison pro-N azis. 
“ W ell, th is  tim e  i t ’s d iffe re n t,”  
the ed ito r claimed.

Outside o f the newspaper 
ed ito rs ha rd ly  anyone even knew 
o f the existence o f the camp.

“ O N L Y  T H E  G O DLESS”
“ I  w ent to see one o f the to w n ’s 

(Le w isb u rg ) leading c lergym en,”  
A lle n  w rites . ‘/H e  expressed 
h o rro r a t the ve ry  idea o f a 
detention camp and qu ick ly  con­
cluded tha t'' no th ing  o f the sort 
was go ing on. B u t he wound up 
by assuring  me th a t ‘on ly  the 
godless w il l  go there, son.’ ” .

The one outspoken com m ent 
came fro m  an A F L  o ffic ia l in 
H a rrisbu rg . He was qu ite  heated 
about the fa c t th a t the  govern­
m ent is us ing  prison labo r to  fix  
up the camp. “ N o t union labor, 
m ind you, b u t p rison labor.”  D id 
he mean th a t the on ly  d is tu rb in g  
th in g  was th a t the camp d idn ’t  
have a union label? “ W ell, no 
no t exactly . B u t the y  could use 
union labor.”

W hether Stevenson o r E isen­
hower gets elected, the concentra­
tion  camps o f B arbed-W ire A m er 
ica w ill be readv fo r  them to  f i l l

W ho Made 
America?

Europe on Starvation Rations

CAMPAIGNING FOR SOCIALISM
(C ontinued from  Page t )

period ica ls fo r  a ll the m onths o f 
the  election cam paign, and' you ’l l  
do w e ll to find a s tra y  item  about 
the SWR and its  cam paign. T h a t 
doesn’t  mean th a t they boycott 
us com plete ly. A f te r  a ll, you 
know, the press is “ fa i r ”  and 
“ dem ocratic,”  fu l f i l l in g  a “ public 
t ru s t . ”  So i f  you ju s t  happen 
to  p ick up the r ig h t  issue o f yo u r 
fa v o r ite  paper or magazine, you ’l l  
find  th a t once du rin g  the cam­
pa ign they do g ive  the SW P a 
“ break.”  They ca ll i t  a “ round-up 
o f m in o r ity  pa rties.”  Such round­
ups have already appeared to our 
knowledge in  Cosmopolitan, T im e 
and F ortune. L a te r on in the 
cam paign the AiP and U P  w ill 
do a s im ila r “ service”  fo r  th e ir  
clients.

These are usu a lly  slanted 
stories fu l l  o f m is in fo rm a tion  
w h ich  aim  by b ra cke tin g  serious 
pa rties  w ith  crackpot groups to  
rid icu le  and d iscred it anyone who 
dares challenge the tw o  - p a rty  
m onopoly on A m erican po litics. 
A  ty p ic a l example is Cosmopolitan 
w h ich opens its  s to ry  cap tion­
ed, “ P R E S ID E N T IA L  C A N D I­
D A T E S  T H A T  W O N T  G ET 
E L E C T E D  w ith  a lm ost a fu l l -  
page photo o f the N. J. p ig  
fa rm e r -K ra je w sk i o f the “ poor 
m an’s”  p a r ty  posing w ith  a svelte 
madamoiselle. The f irs t  two 
paragraphs g ive the p itch :

“ Few  o f the Am erican voters 
who w ill go to the po lls  nex t 
Novem ber to p ick  a President 
rea lize w h a t a diverse choice o f 
candidates they w ill ac tu a lly  have. 
Y e t there w ill be, as always, 
scores o f candidates each rep re ­
senting a d iffe re n t po litica l p a rty . 
To be sure, they w il l  be too un ­
orthodox, revo lu tiona ry , o r down 
r ig h t  lu na tic  fo r  m ost voters. 
S t il l the choice w ill by no means 
be lim ite d  to Dem ocrat o r Re 
publican. Am ong the 1952 crop of 
m averick candidates now cam ­
pa ig n in g  are a re form ed drunk 
ard, a grocer who favo rs  in fla tio n , 
a t least fo u r  va rie ties  o f M a rx ­
is t, a la w ye r who was in ja i l  when 
nom inated, a W est P o in t g ra d ­
uate, a p u b lic ity  agent and a 
fo rm e r c iv il servant who lives in 
a tru c k .”

F unn y : Yes: spelled P -H -O -N -Y .

O N E  W A Y  TO  G E T  T H R O U G H
One o f our cam paigners in 

N ew ark was d is tr ib u tin g  our elec­
tion  p la tfo rm  near an A m a l­
gamated C lo th in g  W orkers m eet­
ing . A  w orker, rece iv ing  a copy, 
asked her to come up and dis­
tribu te . them  inside the m eeting. 
One th in g  led to another. Before 
long she was asked to speak to 
the audience o f some ISO who 
were w e ll impressed, ju d g in g  
from  the applause, w ith  her ta lk  
about the labo r p a r ty  and other 
aspects o f the SW P program .
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By Harry Frankel
A ccord ing to  the la test report 

o f the U N  Economic Commission 
fo r Europe, the balance o f pay­
ments cris is  in  Europe s t i l l  con­
tinues, and is  even g row ing  
worse. T h is  is the cris is  tha t has 
dumped successive French m in is ­
tries  and has recently  given 
signs o f th rea ten ing  the m in is try  
o f “ businessman”  P inay. I t  is  the 
cris is  th a t caused B r it is h  T o ry  
P rim e M in is te r W inston C hurch ill 
to  say, la s t June, th a t eco­
nom ica lly, B r ita in  stands on “ a 
treacherous trapdoor.”

The balance o f paym ents 
troubles o f leading European 
ca p ita lis t nations arc re a lly  
no th ing  more than the typ ica l 
troubles o f paupers on re lie f. 
C a p ita lis t Europe, bankru p t and 
fac in g  collapse, is propped up by 
U.S. ra tions, which are doled ou t 
w ith  a spa ring  hand.

D u rin g  1950, i t  seemed fo r  a 
w h ile  as though the European 
position was im prov ing . The 
d o lla r shortage was tem p o ra rily  
eased, and the fac ile  op tim is ts  
o f the U.S. S tate D epartm ent 
began to speak o f the “ so lu tion ”  
o f Europe’s in te rna tiona l paym ent 
problems. W ith  the rev iva l o f the 
do lla r shortage in  ex trem e ly  acute 
fo rm  d u rin g  1951 and the f irs t  
p a r t o f 1952, i t  has become clear 
th a t Europe’s paym ents cris is  has 
no t on ly no t been *solved, but 
th a t fu rthe rm o re  i t  is insoluble.

W ha t is the paym ents cris is? 
S im p ly  Stated, i t  is  th is : th a t the 
west European ca p ita lis t nations, 
as a bloc, cannot pay fo r  th e ir  
surp lus o f im ports  over exports 
in th e ir  trade w ith  the U.S. F o r 
example, in  1951, U.S. exports 
exceeded im ports  to such an 
extent th a t the re s t o f the w orld  
owed the U.S. c a p ita lis t class over 
$4- b illio n . F urthe rm ore , the U.S., 
as the w o rld ’s m ost pow erfu l im ­
peria lism , was en titled  to  a 
ra k e o ff on its  fo re ign  invest­
m ents: th is  ra k e o ff be ing so g re a t 
th a t the U.S. cap ita lis ts  on ly  had 
to pay fo r  about 3 /4  o f th e ir  
im ports, the re s t be ing pa id fo r  
by income on fo re ign  invest­
ments. Thus, the to ta l o f  the tw o 
item s, export surp lus and fo re ign  
investm ent income, came to  a lr 
most S7 b illio n  in  one year.

T R IB U T E  TO W A L L  S T R E E T
Tin’s was the tr ib u te  w h ich the 

res t o f the w orld  had to  render 
to the W a ll S tree t Caesar. N o t a 
ve ry  la rge  sum in the to ta l 
Am erican economy, i t  is never­
theless b ig  enough to seriously 
disorganize the economies o f 
several European ca p ita lis t coun­
tries .

One o f the ch ie f reasons w hy 
th is  fa ta l d isp roportion  in w orld  
economy did no t show its e lf  in  
sharp fo rm  u n t il mid-1951 was 
U.S. economic aid. Since 1947,< 
the U.S. has exported to the  rest 
o f the  w o rld  about $30 to  $35 
b illio n  more than it  has im ported. 
Since th a t same year, U.S. 
economic aid o f various kinds, 
such as M arsha ll P lan, loans and 
credits, etc., has also been about 
$30 to  $35 b illio n . T h is  equation 
o f d o lla r figures is no accidental 
coincidence. The U.S. governm ent 
has financed the U.S. fo re ign  
trade surp lus in fu l l  fo r  the whole 
postw ar period.

“ O P E R A T IO N  R A T  H O L E ”
T h is  also helps to exp la in  w hy 

U.S. economic aid to Europe has 
been gene ra lly  unsuccessful in  
do ing much m ore than m a in ta in

the economy. The b illions o f 
do lla rs th a t have been poured 
in to  “ operation ra t  hole”  have 
re a lly  been devoted on ly  to 
re lie v in g  the d isp roportion  be­
tween the th r iv in g  Am erican and 
the flou nd e rin g  European eco­
nomies.

W hy th is  problem  became 
especially acute in la te  1951 can 
be seen from  the fa llo w in g  fa c t: 
In  ea rly  1950, U.S. economic aid 
to western Europe amounted to 
about 84% o f n o n -m ilita ry  ex­
po rts  to th a t area. In  o ther 
words, the U.S. c a p ita lis t class 
sent $84 in aid to Europe fo r 
every $100 o f goods i t  sold there. 
B u t by the la tte r  p a rt o f 1951, 
w ith  the sharp decrease in  eco­
nomic aid as i t  was replaced by 
pure and d irec t m il ita ry  aid, 
d o lla r help to west Europe was 
on ly  27% o f U.S. exports to th a t 
area. Hence the cris is.

The ch ie f seats o f the cris is  
seem to be Eng land and France, 
Dut in re a lity  the  cris is  a ffec ts  
a ll o f ca p ita lis t Europe. T h is  fa c t 
is masked by  the operation o f 
the .European Paym ents U nion, 
which loads the b ru n t o f the 
troubles onto the backs o f E ng­
land and France. A ll th a t the 
European Paym ents U n ion does is 
raise the cris is  to the level o f a

system, and organize i t  on a 
perm anent basis.

D R A P E R  R EPO RT
A  good example o f th a t was 

given by  U.S. special Am bassador 
W illia m  H. D rape r Jr., banker 
turned d ip lom at, who roams 
Europe to  keep check on how 
W a ll S tree t’s money is be ing 
spen t.'In  his recent re p o rt on the 
state o f Europe, D raper shows 
how the successes o f a s ingle 
sm all European na tion  th rew  the 
whole in te rna tiona l machine in to  
a crisis.

Here is w h a t happened: The 
European Paym ents U n ion had 
been s e ttlin g  the m on th ly  trade 
balances o f abou t a score o f 
European countries successfully 
fo r  around tw o  years when i t  
ran in to  the Belg ian problem  in  
the sp ring  o f 1952. Be lg ium  had 
worked up a favo rab le  balance o f 
trade  o f about $30 to  $40 m il­
lion  a m onth. The E P U  did not 
have the money to  pay Belgium  
B elg ium , rece iv ing a sm all p a r tia l 
paym ent fro m  the E P U , was 
run n ing  in to  a cash shortage.

T H R E A T E N IN G  SUCCESS
T his Belg ian success threatened 

“ the ve ry  existence”  (D ra p e r’s 
w ords) o f the European Pay-

NIXON SCANDAL SHOWS GOP 
AS CORRUPT AS DEMOCRATS

(Continued from  page 1)
to ja i l  anyway fo r  illeg a l d ive r­
sion o f federa l monies. There was 
A ndrew  Mays, the Dem ocratic 
chairm an o f the w a rtim e  House 
M il ita ry  A f f a i r s  Committee, 
whose loud - mouthed an ti - com­
m unism  could n o t keep him  out 
o f ja i l  when he was caught ta k ­
ing  o f “ fee”  help a w a r con tracto r 
get governm ent orders.

N ixon and his defenders c la im  
he d idn ’t 'd o  an y th in g  worse than 
w ha t m ost o the r pub lic  o ffic ia ls  
in W ashington —  Dem ocrat and 
Republican —  are doing. I  
agree. They a ll ought to  be in  
ja i l  w ith  him .

I  listened unmoved to h is a lib i 
speech —  the $75,000 w o rth  o f 
T V  “ corn”  about h is poor w ife  
and kiddies and the hard tim e 
they ’ve had since he came ou t o f 
the w a r w ith  on ly  a “ l i t t le  less 
than $10,000”  to  his name.

“ C H R IS TM A S  CAR DS”
He d idn ’t  spend a cent o f the 

$18,000 fund  fo r  h im se lf, he 
claimed, i t  a ll w en t fo r  p o lit ic a l 
purposes. The audit' he made 
public shows such pecu lia r item s 
as $2,306 “ p r in c ip a lly  in  con­
nection w ith  tr ip s  in , to and fro m  
C a lifo rn ia ”  and $410 fo r  “ meet­
ings and luncheons.”  I  am p a r­
t ic u la r ly  in tr igu ed  by  the item  
o f $4,237 fo r  “ C hristm as cards: 
16,500 fo r  1950 and 25,000 fo r  
1951.”

Senators ge t $12,500 a yea r 
sa lary, p lus a $2,500 tax -free  
“ expense”  allowance. They also 
vote themselves a ll k inds o f e x tra  
allowances. In  the case o f N ixon , 
these extras reach the lega l 
m axim um  o f . 60,000 a year. B u t 
he cla im s he took the $18,000 to 
save the tax-payers ’ money. 
There is no record, however, th a t 
he paid back any o f the $75,000 
to ta l allowed h im  by  the. govern­
ment.

N ixon also acquired a $41,000 
home near the C ap ito l, in  addition 
to his house in  C a lifo rn ia , since 
he became a Senator in  1950.

N O T  “ S P E C IA L ”
—  JU S T  “ U S U A L ”

N ixon  cla im s th a t he never did 
any “ special fa vo rs ”  fo r  those 
who paid in to  h is fund. I  suppose 
he was do ing ju s t  the “ usual 
fa vo rs ”  fo r  his w e a lth y  “ angels”  
when he voted aga inst a ll amend­
m ents to close loop-holes in  the 
excess p ro fits  tax  laws and to 
increase the taxes o f the rich , 
w h ile  opposing re n t con tro l and 
gove rnm en t-bu ilt housing.

Dana C. S m ith , corpora tion 
a tto rney  and investm ent banker 
who adm in is ters N ix o n ’s $18,000 
fund, when confronted on Sept. 
18 b y  reporte rs  who had learned 
o f the fu n d ’s existence, expla ined 
th a t its  purpose “ is to enable D ick 
( fr ix o n )  to do a se lling  job to the 
Am erican people in beha lf o f free  
enterprise (c a p ita lis m )”  and th a t 
“ D ick did ju s t w ha t we wanted 
him  to do.”  S m ith  ought to  know
—  he runs the fund.

POOR BO Y ON T H E  M A K E
I t  is true , as N ixon complained, 

th a t he is no t r ich  like  Republican 
Senator T a f t  o r Dem ocratic Sen­
a to r K e rr  who dont need “ outside 
aid.”  A nd i t ’s tru e  th a t m ost o ther 
Senators and Representatives 
also supplem ent th e ir  b ig  gov­
ernm ent salaries and allowances 
fro m  priva te  sources.

I  don’t  th in k  th is  any excuse 
fo r  N ixo n ’s l i t t le  racket and I ’m 
no t so rry  to see a cheap po litica l 
shyste r and red -ba ite r lik e  h im  
exposed. B u t the ch ie f lesson is 
th a t the “ good, honest”  business­
men run  the p a rty  machines like  
baseball fa rm s. They buy and 
tra in  local po litic ians  whom they 
hope to s ta r in  the W ashington 
B ig  League.

By George Lavan

ments U n ion. The European 
finance m in is ters, a f te r  two 
months, came up w ith  th is  “ solu
t io n ” :

1. The E P U  agreed to  give 
Belg ium  a l i t t le  m ore o f the cash 
com ing to it .

2. Belgum  increased her im  
ports, thus de libe ra te ly  worsening 
her balance o f trade , by p lac ing 
some w a r orders in France dnd 
B r ita in .

3. T h is  threatened unem ploy­
m ent in B elg ium , so the U.S 
placed some w a r orders o f its  own 
in Belg ium  under its  o ffshore 
procurem ent program .

4. Be lg ium  then extended ad­
d itio n a l c red it to the o ther E P U  
countries.

5. A nd fin a lly , the whole 
a rrangem ent was propped up by 
a loan o f $50 m illio n  fro m  the 
In te rn a tion a l M onetary Fund.

B U Y  U P  E U R O P E
In  th is  same rep o rt, Am bas­

sador D raper proposes as a means 
o f so lv ing  the’ cris is, th a t the 
U.S. increase its  fo re ig n  in ve s t 
ments. W ha t th is  means in  p la in  
language is th is : th a t instead o f 
dem anding its  do lla rs in  pay­
m ent fro m  Europe, U.S. ca p ita l­
ists leave them over there  in ex­
change fo r  ownership o f a piece 
o f European cap ita lism . They are 
doing th is  already, b u t th is  is 
no solution. I t  on ly  makes th ings 
worse in the long run, because 
the more fo re ign  investm ents the 
U.S. has, the g rea te r becomes the 
am ount o f p ro fit  due to  W a ll 
S tree t each year, and thus the 
g rea te r the “ d o lla r gap.”

O ther economists urge low er 
U jS. exports ; o f course th a t is 
when they are a ttend ing  “ fo re ign  
trade conferences." When they 
leave the fo re ign  trade conference 
and w a lk  in to  a “ domestic w e ll­
being conference,”  they tu rn  th e ir  
hats around and shout fo r  in ­
creased U.S. exports. The D epart­
m ent o f Economics o f the Me 
G raw  H ill Co. has pointed out: 
“ F o r many A m erican producers, 
the export, m arke t, w h ich th is  
year w i l l  take about $14 b illio n  
o f c iv ilia n  goods, spells the d i f ­
ference between opera ting  a t 
capacity  and closing down 25% 
o f th e ir  fa c ilit ie s .”  Thus the 
proposed U.S. exp o rt cu t is no 
solution.

N o r is the proposition  fo r  
Europe to sell more to  the U.S. 
any bette r. In  the f irs t  place, 
European ca p ita lis t nations could 
never increase th e ir  sales in  U.S. 
m arkets enough to  make any d if ­
ference w ith o u t c u tt in g  in to  U.S. 
production, sales and em ploym ent 
seriously. In  the second place, 
U.S. cap ita lis ts  m oving to  l im it  
Am erican im ports , are seriously 
tro u b lin g  the European cap ita l­
is ts w ith  the prospect th a t 
Europe p robab ly w on’t  be able to 
keep its  present level o f exports 
to  the U.S., le t  alone increase 
them.

The t ru th  is, there is no solu­
tion  to the. in te rna tiona l pay­
ments problem, because i t  is  a 
problem o f a collapsing European 
cap ita lism  try in g  to trade  w ith  a 
th r iv in g  U.S. cap ita lism . A  
c lub-w ie ld ing  robbery is inherent 
in  the s itua tion , on ly in  th is  case 
the thu g  is forced to  support his 
v ic tim  a fte r  every b low .

How We Got. the Bill of Rights
A steady theme of the politicians, editors and other 

propagandists of Big Business is that capitalism has given 
“he American people its political liberties and its high
standard of liv in g . B u t the tru th  
is th a t ou r re la tiv e ly  h igh 
standard o f liv in g  and our s tead ily  
d im in ish ing  p o lit ic a l libe rties ' 
were n o t generously g ranted to 
the A m erican people by ca p ita l­
ism b u t were forced ou t o f the 
ru lin g  class by the strugg les o f 
workers and fa rm ers . .

Let. us begin near the beginning.
The C onstitu tion  o f th is  coun try  
is considered by  m ost people a 
cha rte r o f libe rties . The average 
A m erican, when he th inks  o f the 
C onstitu tion , th in ks  o f such g u a r­
antees as freedom  o f speech, 
freedom  o f the press, freedom  o f 
re lig iou s  be lie f, r ig h t  o f p e tition , 
and the r ig h t  o f fo rm in g  asso­
cia tions.

B u t when the C onstitu tion  was 
draw n up none o f these r ig h ts  
were in it .  T h is  was n o t because 
the men who m et in secret 
sessions in  P h ilade lph ia  fo r  fo u r  
m onths to d ra ft  the C onstitu tion  
were absent-m inded. They were 
agreed th a t the inc lus ion o f such 
guarantees were against the in ­
terests o f the classes they 
represented.

The d ra fte rs  o f the C o ns titu ­
tion  represented the w ea lthy  
m erchant and bank ing  classes 
and the Southern aris tocracy 
Am erica  was to m  w ith  class 
strugg les and the d ra ft in g  o f the 
C onstitu tion  was a very im p o rta n t 
step in  the cam paign o f the ru lin g  
classes to re ta in  th e ir  power over 
the low er classes —  p a rtic u la r ly  
over the debt-ridden fa rm ers  
who comprised the b iggest single 
section o f the popu lation.

S H A Y S ’ R E B E L L IO N
These fa rm ers  were in g rea t 

fe rm en t th rou gh ou t the coun try  
In  Massachusetts th e ir  resistance 
to foreclosures, evictions and im 
prisonm ent fo r  debt fla re d  in to  
c iv il w a r w ith  Shays’ Rebellion 
Even a fte r  Shays’ m il ita ry  defeat 
the movement re ta ined g re a t po li 
tica l power. In  Rhode Is land the 
fa rm ers  had won con tro l o f the 
state governm ent and passed laws 
favo rab le  to the debtor classes a t 
the expense o f the w ea lthy.

These included paper money

laws, the fo rc in g  o f c red ito rs to  
accept paym ent in the cheap 
money, debt, m ora to rium s. S m all 
wonder th a t the ca p ita lis t press 
o f the period h y s te ric a lly  labelled 
Rhode Is land as subversive, revo­
lu tio n a ry , Jacobin —  in  fa c t 
eve ry th in g  except “ B o ls h e v ik /’ 
and th a t on ly because the te rm s 
hadn’t  then come in to  existence.

The danger th a t o ther states 
w ou ld  fo llo w  the example o f 
Rhode Is land 's  fa rm e rs  o r Shays’ 
“ desperate debtors”  hastened the 
ow ning classes’ p lan  fo r  a s trong  
cen tra l governm ent th a t w ould 
end the power o f states to pass 
law s in  fa v o r o f the debtor 
classes. The C o ns titu tio n  accom­
plished th is . A t  the same tim e  i t  
contained no guarantees o f p o li­
tica l libe rties  because such g u a r­
antees would be o f aid to  the 
econom ically oppressed classes.

D E M A N D  B IL L  OF R IG H TS
O pposition to the proposed 

C o nstitu tion  was tremendous 
among the fa rm ers . C h ie f am ong 
the ob jection to the new plan o f 
governm ent was th a t i t  contained 
no B il l o f R ights. In  va in  d id  
A lexander H am ilton  l e a d i n g  
theore tic ian  and spokesman fo r  
the  cap ita lis ts  argqe th a t a B il l  
o f R igh ts  was “ unnecessary;”  
“ dangerous”  and “ im p rac tica l.”

The cap ita lis ts  and Southern 
a ris tocra ts  had to appease the 
popu la r s torm . They agreed to- 
have the f irs t  Congress accept 
amendments insisted upon by  the 
r a t ify in g  conventions o f New 
H am pshire, New Y o rk  arid 
V irg in ia . Even so, N o rth  C aro lina 
refused to  r a t i fy  t i l l  i t  saw the 
amendments in b lack and w h ite . 
And the Rhode Is land “ reds”  on ly  
ra tifie d  several years la te r.

The amendments thus w rested 
fro m  the ru lin g  classes were ten 
in num ber and fo rm  the fam ous 
B il l o f R ights.

I t  is  in te res tin g  to  note th a t 
th is  cha rte r o f po litica l lib e r ty  —  
opposed so b it te r ly  in  1788 by the 
young cap ita lis t class —  is the 
very section o f the C onstitu tion- 
which is being w h ittle d  away by 
the ca p ita lis t class o f today.

THS MILITANT
L ite ra tu re  A gen t Louise M a x ­

w ell asks us to increase Los A n ­
geles’ M ilita n t bundle. “ Now th a t 

we have fin ished the 
pe tition  cam paign, 
we are em bark ing on 
the phase o f our 
election cam paign, 
fo r  which eve ry th ing  
else was a p repa ra ­
tion . T h a t is, the 
m ost im p o rta n t w o rk  
o f g e t t i n g  our 
message o f peace 
and socialism  to  as 
m a n y  people as 

possible. Recognizing the paper 
as the m ost e ffec tive  means o f 
spreading ou r ideas, especially in 
th is  period when the governm ent 
has organized a w itch  h u n t to 
drive a ll opponents to th e ir  w a r 
plans fro m  public life , we are 
m ak ing  lite ra tu re  w o rk  one o f the 
m ost im p o rta n t p a rts  o f our 
cam paign.”

N ick  Bennett reports  th a t San 
Francisco also plans to  increase 
th e ir  M ilita n t bundle and to con­
duct a sub d rive  to  b r in g  the 
election issues o f the paper to

to come to our M yra  Weiss meet­
in g .”

D e tro it is con tinu ing  th e ir  sub­
scrip tion  cam paign, r e p o r t s  
L ite ra tu re  A g e n t Janet M ac­
Gregor. T h is  week she sends in  
five s ix-m onth  subs to The M il i ­
tan t, three one-year subs, and one 
sub to F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.

S a in t Paul L ite ra tu re  A g e n t 
W in ifre d  Nelson reports  a good 
sale o f the Sept. 1 M ilita n t by 
Jack and B il l K . They sold 18 
copies door to door in about an 
hour.

M inneapolis L ite ra tu re  A g e n t 
Helen Sherman reports  a good 
sale o f the Sent. 1 M il ita n t  also. 
She w rite s , “ We called p a rtic u la r 
a tten tion  to A r t  P re is ’ v iv id  
account o f N apa lm  A tro c it ie s  in  
Korea and George B re itm a n ’s 
a rtic le  on the lesser ev il theory. 
The f ro n t  page spoke fo r  its e lf  
w ith  the headlined artic les  by 
Dobbs and W eiss exposing the  
an ti-la bo r. J im  C row  Democrats 
and Republicans.

“ In  p repa ra tion  fo r  M y ra ’s 
m eeting here on Septem ber 26,

, Tr , . we p lan to contact persona lly
m ore redera. He ™ t e , ,  500 w o rlle l,  w i lJ

SS «» Sept- 15 issue o f The Mili-C a lifo rn ia  candidates th a t we w ill 
have on the ba llo t, we aim  to 
acqua int as m any as we can reach 
w ith  our p a r ty  and its  program . 
O ur lite ra tu re  w o rk  is a m a jo r 
fa c to r in th is  w o rk .”  x

“ We sta rted  our fa l l  M il ita n t  
sales o f f  w ith  a bang,”  w rite s  
Philadelph ia L ite ra tu re  A gd n t 
C lara Raymond. “ Three comrades 
went to a Progressive P a rty  
m eeting and despite com petition  
from  the S ta lin is ts  se lling  the 
‘Pennsylvania W o rke r’ sold 24 
M ilita n ts , five Moore pam phlets, 
one ‘W e lfa re  S tate o r Socialism ’ 
and fo u r  copies o f ‘The Road ‘ to 
Peace.’ I t  was in te re s tin g  to  note 
th a t we m et w ith  no open 
h o s t ility  fro m  the S ta lin is t sales­
men. They are extrem e ly  w a ry  
■about engaging in con flic ts  which 
m ig h t bring- on police in te r- j 
ference.”

A k ron  L ite ra tu re  A ge n t K a y  j 
Kean reports  th a t “ Lou sold 15 
copies o f the  Sept. 15 M ilita n t 
door to  door using the Jean Simon 
s to ry  about the young Cleveland 
a tto rn ey  as his entrance. He sold 
his fina l copy to a young  couple 
he has recen tly  become acqua int­
ed w ith  th rough a previous sale. 
They were ve ry  pleased w ith  The 
M ilita n t,  discussed the  Socia list 
W orkers P a r ty  p rogram  w ith  h im  
fo r  several hours, and prom ised

fa n t, the election p la tfo rm , and a 
le a fle t announcing the p rogram  
o f pub lic  appearances o f our 
V ice-pres identia l candidate. Those 
who do no t ge t to the m eetings 
w il l  be reading ou r press and 
p la tfo rm  and w il l  know  th a t the  
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  is in  th is  
election cam paign w ith  the on ly  
honest and rea l p o lit ic a l answers 
to the problem s o f the w orkers- 
today. The M ilita n t does an ou t­
standing job o f se lling  our ideas 
and presen ting  our candidates to 
the pub lic .”

The
Jim Crow Murder 
of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry T. Moore
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The Artful Dodger
Stevenson told a Baltimore audience last week that he 

is fo r wage and price controls, and, “ i f  it  has to come, 
tigh te r wage controls as well as tighter price controls.”  
.You w ill notice that he did not, in spite of all his preten­
sions towards frankness, tell this to the AFL Convention 
in New York on Monday. He waited until he got to Balti­
more on Wednesday.

On Monday, at the AFL, he confined himself to vague 
generalities against the Taft-Hartley law. He said there 
ought to be “ changes”  in the law, but in saying this, he 
did not say any more than Taft himself has said.

. Not many months before his campaign started, Steven­
son said he wanted to keep the Taft-Hartley law “ with 
amendments.”  Later, after he had become a candidate, he 
said the political symbolism of the law makes repeal neces­
sary. A t the AFL, he made clear that to him “ repeal or 
revision”  is simply haggling over words. He also made i t  
clear that he would want to retain the substance of the 
Taft-Hartley law.

Stevenson’s Baltimore speech contained the same kind 
of slippery wording as his AFL convention speech, but his 
real program emerges from a careful reading.

Stevenson is being supported by the leaders of the 
CIO and AFL. Both labor federations oppose any wage 
freeze at the present time. Thus Stevenson’s program cuts 
directly across that favored by, labor. This made some 
careful wriggling necessary.

Stevenson’s ancient wheeze about “ controlling”  prices 
as well as wages should fool no one at this late date. Every 
administration stabilizer, every government official since 
1941 who has had anything to do w ith  the wage freeze has 
spoken of it  as a “ wage-price”  freeze, or sometimes even as 
a “ wages-prices-profits”  freeze, in order to imply,an even- 
handed im partia lity towards all classes. In practice, prices 
have soared, profits have' mounted and wages alone have 
been frozen.

In  his Baltimore speech Stevenson saw in the steel 
case “ a fu rther impetus to inflation.”  Was he against 
the steelworkers' wage raise? Would he oppose the re­
cently won increase by the coalminers? Not a word on this.

Despite Stevenson’s pretense at being above the usual 
“ a rtfu l dodges”  of politics, wTe can see that he employs 
them in fu ll measure. To save the most important part of 
a labor speech fo r a non-labor audience, then to put words 
in the mouths of “ many people”  when he really means 
“ I ” ; that is the weasel method of which we have seen so 
much in the U.S. among the so-called “ pro-labor”  dema­
gogues. Stevenson is no exception.

Trotsky’s Murderer
There is one name that both the Kremlin and all the 

imperialists, each side for its own particular reasons, would 
like to blot out from the memory of mankind. I t  is the 
name of Leon Trotsky. But twelve years after his death, 
Trotsky’s name keeps coming up in the press. I f  the pub­
lishers of True Magazine, featured an article in the ir Octo­
ber issue establishing the identity of Trotsky’s assassin, 
i t  is because they know that Trotsky’s name is still inter­
national headline news.

Together w ith Lenin, Trotsky is the founder of the 
f ir s t  victorious workers state in history, established in 
Russia in 1917. He organized and led to victory the f irs t 
proletarian army, the Red Army, against odds no other 
army ever faced. A fte r Lenin’s death, Trotsky continued 
figh ting  for the socialist future of mankind.

He exposed and fought the policies and the rule of 
the privileged, nationalist-minded bureaucracy that usurp­
ed power in the Soviet Union, w ith Stalin at its head.

As catastrophe after catastrophe struck the working 
masses of Europe and the whole world, Trotsky’s voice, 
Trotsky’s ideas attracted the attention of more and more 
millions. He was the f irs t to warn and figh t against Stalin­
ism. He was the f irs t to warn against the threat of H itler 
and to point out how the fatal policies of Stalinism and the 
German Social Democrats were paving H itle r’s way to 
power. He was the f irs t to predict that Stalin would make 
a paet w ith H itler and that H itler would then turn against 
the Soviet Union.

He was the one man Stalin hated and feared, because 
no one else exposed so clearly and consistently the crimes 
and blunders of the Kremlin dictator, while counterposing 
at every step the correct road of socialist struggle.

In his conspiracy to k ill Trotsky, Stalin not only em­
ployed his vast world-wide apparatus w ith its gangs of 
hired killers, tout he also received the indirect aid of one 
“ democratic”  capitalist government after another.

Hating and fearing Trotsky’s revolutionary sdcialist 
ideas, these governments refused Trotsky asylum. A t the 
height of Stalin’s major political preparations fo r the mur­
der of Trotsky, amid the infamous Moscow Trials of the 
late Thirties, the Norwegian government, including its 
“ socialist”  Minister Trygve Lie, now secretary of the UN, 
made Trotsky a prisoner, prevented him from replying to 
Stalin’s frameups and ordered Trotsky deported.

The only country that agreed to grant Trotsky asylum 
was Mexico, then under the presidency of Gen. Cardenas; 
and i t  was in Mexico, in August 1940, that Stalin’s assassin 
fina lly  carried out the long-planned murder.

Traces of this international conspiracy against T rot­
sky’s life  are s till glaringly evident. Consider the single 
fact that “ mystery”  still oficially surrounds the assassin­
ation of-Trotsky. Even the nationality of the assassin has 
never been established by any governmental agency. Every, 
important piece of evidence in the case has come from p ri­
vate individuals, private efforts.

But despite every effort, direct and indirect, at con­
cealment and connivance, the fu ll tru th  has come out. 
Stalin stands completely exposed as Trotsky’s murderer. 
And that i§ how history w ill brand him.

Stevenson -  New Idol of Liberals
By A rt Preis

N o t since the days o f Roosevelt 
have the p o litica l woods echoed 
to  such tr i l l in g s  and cooings from  
the libera ls  as the rap tu rous 
chorus that has bu rs t fo r th  in 
the past couple o f weeks fo r 
A d la i Stevenson. He is represent­
ed v ir tu a lly  as the second com ing 
o f FDR.

P a rt o f th is  response to S tev­
enson is subjective. The libe ra ls  
and in te llec tua ls  see in him  an 
image o f themselves —  educated, 
cu ltu red , clever. He appeals to 
th e ir  pe tty-bourgeo is snobbery,

W illia m  E. Bohn, co lum n ist o f 
the S talinophobic and social- 
democratic New Leader, las t week 
leaped from  the Eisenhower to 
the Stevenson band-wagon, find ­
ing the Governor “ the best can­
didate . . . since W ilson ”  and 
comparable to “ Roosevelt and the 
scholai-s and philosophers whom 
our ancestor's bad the bra ins and 
taste to elect.”  The New Repub­
lic ’s W ashington correspondent, 
T. R. B., sees Stevenson no t on ly 
as a “ re p o rte r’s dream . . . po lish­
ed, urbane, consistently en te rta in ­
in g ”  bu t also possessed o f the 
“ e lfin , fe y  q u a litie s ”  o f a “ p o li­
tica l Peter Pan,”

Even those who apparen tly  had 
broken w ith  the old pa rties, like  
the Progressive p a r ty  group 
around the N . Y . D a ily  Compass, 
have caught the fever. Am ong 
them  is I. F. Stone, au tho r o f 
“ The H idden H is to ry  o f the 
Korean W a r.”

Precisely because he has no t 
been a hand-ra iser fo r  the two 
b ig  parties like  o ther libe ra ls  and 
has courageously opposed W ash­
in g to n ’s fo re ign  po licy and in ­
te rven tion  in Korea, Stone’s 
endorsement o f Stevenson, an­
nounced in his Sept. 21 column 
in the Compass, w a rra n ts  serious 
analysis.

Stone adopts som eth ing o f a 
Barbara F ritc h ie  a ir  —  a defiant 
“ shoot, i f  you m ust th is  old grey 
head”  a ttitud e . He adm its th a t 
w hat he now says ik “ inconsistent 
w ith  a good deal I  have w ritte n , 
but tha t doesn’t  w o r iy  me e ithe r.”  
I t  is bound, however, to d is tu rb  
those who demand firm  p rinc ip les 
in po litics . /

Stone 'devotes considerable 
space to the “ lesser e v il”  theory. 
Here he argues like  m ost labo r 
leaders and libera ls , who c la im  
Stevenson w ill h u rt labo r and the 
Negro people less than Eisen­
hower. B u t domestic issues are 
overshadowed by the th re a t o f 

■war, as fa r  as Stone is concerned. 
A nd he is correct.

“ MOST IM P O R T A N T  P O IN T ”
“ I  leave to the la s t the m ost 

im p o rtan t po in t o f a ll. I have

confidence in  Stevenson. . . I  be­
lieve I hear in his speeches the 
accents o f an e x tra o rd in a rily  able 
man capable o f lead ing  th is  coun­
t r y  back .along the pa th  to peace 
and freedom* . . I  believe the 
ove rrid ing  issue is peace and I  
believe th a t on fo re ign  po licy 
E isenhower is as much a puppet 
as was Dewey in the hands o f 
John ..Foster Dulles, who . . . 
preadhes w a r today aga inst the 
social revo lu tion  in  China and 
Eastern Europe in  the name o f

S til l B eh ind  the Times

Shown presid ing over 71st annual A F L  convention in  New 
Y o rk ’s Hotel Commodore is 79-.vear-old president W illia m  Green. 
A F L , a fte r  decades o f tra d itio n a l Gompers policy o f “ hands o f f "  
po litics, f in a lly  made the plunge th is  year and endorsed a presi­
dentia l candidate (Dem ocrat Stevenson). Green and the A F L  
are s t i l l  fa r  behind the times, however, since the pressing need 
o f the labor movement is no t endorsement o f a cap ita lis t can­
didate, but fo rm a tion  o f  labor’s own pa rty .

‘ libe ra tion .’ I  see no p o ss ib ility  o f 
successful negotiations fo r  peace 
w ith  the Republicans under such 
leadership. I  do th in k  nego tia­
tions m ay be possible w ith  S tev­
enson. T ha t chance alone isv 
enough fo r  me.”

Thus, according to Stone, a 
vote fo r  Stevenson js  a vote fo r  
peace or a t least fo r  the po ss ib ility  
o f peace negotia tions wh ich m ig h t 
prevent a w o rld  w ar.

Now, w hat grounds are there 
fo r  be lieving th a t Stevenson 
d iffe rs  in any fundam enta l way 
on fo re ign  po licy  w ith  e ithe r T ru ­
man o r E isenhower o r Dulles? 
W hat reason *is there —  other 
than accepting Stone’s own m ystic  
“ confidence”  —  fo r  be liev ing  th a t 
Stevenson se riou s ly  intends to 
undertake peace negotia tions w ith  
the Soviet Un ion and to  oppose 
counter - revo lu tion  in the F a r 
East? A nd ju s t how w o u l d

such negotia tions ensure us 
against w a r?
A FEW  PHRASES 

The sole grounds fo r  S tone’s 
“ confidence”  in Stevenson are a 
few  phrases tossed in to  h is San 
Francisco fo re ign  po licy  speech 
on Sept. 10 —- phrases intended 
as b a it fo r  people like  Stone 
whose votes in a t ig h t  election 
race m ig h t mean the d iffe rence 
between v ic to ry  and defeat. 
Stevenson said he would “ never 
fe a r to negotia te  ir^ good fa ith  
w ith  the Soviet U n io n ”  arid th a t 
“ i f  we do no t have w ar, we 
m ust have co-existence on some 
basis w ith  a ruth less, inscrutab le 
and perhaps equal power in  the 
w orld  fo r  a long tim e to come.”  

Stevenson o ffe rs  no th ing  m ore 
concrete than these phrases. Th is 
is enough fo r  Stone. T rum an a t 
least had a specific proposal to 
make in 1948 when he said he 
was th in k in g  o f sending C hief 
Justice Fred M. V inson to ta lk  
th inks  over w ith  “ good old Joe”  
in Moscow. T h is  b it  o f demagogy 
cost W allace and the Progressive 
P a rty  many vote:». A nd th a t’s 
w hat Stevenson is th in k in g  about 
today. The votes tha t w ent in 
1948 to W allace in New Y ork , 
I llin o is  and C a lifo rn ia  m ig h t be 
enough to decide the outcome o f

Claims Trotsky Killer Identified
(Continued from  page 1)

Quiroz happened to look a t his 
watch again. One m inute and 40 
seconds, he recalls. The p r in t man 
handed h im  a card. ‘These m atch,’ 
he said s im p ly . Q uiroz, h is heart 
beating w ild ly  looked a t the card. 
He remembers now how surprised 
he was tha t the card was ye llo w ­
ed and s lig h tly  dusty. Obviously 
no one had looked a t i t  in a long, 
long tim e. S low ly, he checked 
the sets o f p rin ts . There was no 
doubt. They matched —  every 
w horl, every delta. He now knew 
who T ro ts k y ’s assassin' re a lly  
was.”

A ccord ing to D r. Quiroz, M er- 
cader was arrested on June 12, 
1935, “ fo r  ta k in g  p a r t  in  a 
clandestine m eeting o f ' a group 
try in g  to organize the Y outh  
Com m unist Com m ittee in the 
back room o f the ‘Joaquin Costa’ 
saloon on the  Calle W ilfre d o  in  
Barcelona. When he was booked 
a t the police sta tion  he said he 
was a c le rk and lived at%No. 7 
Calle Ancha. The police arrested 
seventeen young men a t the meet­
ing  b u t o n ly  five, in c lud in g  M er- 
cader were held on special orders 
o f the M in is try  o f In te r io r . . .

“ A t  the tim e  o f h is a rre s t he 
was obviously fa ir ly  new a t the 
business o f be ing arrested. He 
innocently gave his correct name, 
age, address and the correct 
names o f his parents. H is 
m other’s name was Eustasia 
M aria  Caridad del Rio Hernandez 
and h is fa th e r, since dead, was 
named Pablo Mercader.”

D r. Q uiroz says th a t no one a t 
M adrid  police headquarters knew 
or suspected the significance o f 
the card. R e tu rn ing  to Barcelona, 
he again w ent to the police and 
to ld them w hat he had found in 
M adrid.

“ LO NG  SU S P E C TE D ”  IT
“ They smiled p a tro n iz ing ly . 

‘W hy d idn ’t  you te ll us you were 
looking fo r  T rp ts k y ’s m urdere r,’ 
one o ffic ia l said. ‘W e’ve long 
suspected Ramon M ercader was 
the one. When we saw F rank  
Jacson’s p ic tu re  in the papers 
a fte r  the assassination some o f us 
were certa in  i t  was th a t young 
commie, Ramon Mercader, bu t o f 
course our records were destroyed 
and we couldn’t  prove anyth ing ...’ 
O bviously no one in Barcelona 
had tho ugh t i t  w o rth w h ile  to 
check the p r in t  records in  
M adrid .”

D r. Quiroz asked i f  they d idn ’ t  
know about the e ffo r ts  to estab­
lish Jacson’s id en tity .

“ One o ffic ia l shrugged his 
shoulders. ‘Oh, we knew. B u t you 
fo rg e t in  those days no one was 
ta lk in g  to Spain o ffic ia lly . We 
were outcasts. So w hy should we 
vo lun teer in fo rm a tio n ? ’ ”

A f te r  a week o f investiga ting , 
Dr. Quiroz says he uncovered con­

siderable in fo rm a tio n  about M er- 
cader’s fa m ily . Born in 1914, he 
was the eldest o f five ch ildren. 
H is  fa th e r  died in  1926. H is  
m other had already become a 
Com m unist. B y  1925 “ she was 
made a cou rie r fo r  secret tr ip s  to  
France and Bolgiurp.”  In  the la te 
Twenties she was sent in to  the 
French S ocia lis t P a rty  and be­
came active in the 15th A rro n - 
dissement in  Paris. On occasional 
“ cou rie r m issions’ ’ to Belg ium  she 
took her son w ith  he r “ and in  
th is  w ay he probably picked up 
his sm all knowledge o f B e lg ium .”  
( A f te r  m urd e rin g  T ro tsky , the 
assassin pretended he was a Bel­
g ian, a lie  th a t was qu ick ly  ex­
posed by Belg ian o ffic ia ls .)

Tn the m id -T h irtie s  Caridad 
M ercader re turned to Barcelona 
and when the Spanish C iv il W ar 
broke ou t she “ and her devoted 
son, Ramon, became active  mem ­
bers o f the U n ited  Socia lis t P a rty  
o f C ata lonia , a Com m unist In te r­
national a ff ilia te . She q u ick ly  was 
given an im p o rtan t Soviet Secret 
Police post, fe rre t in g  ou t un ­
re liab le  members.”

M E T  S IQ U E IR O S  IN  S P A IN
Am ong the GPU men fun c tion ­

ing  in Spain was David A lfa ro  
S iqueiros, p rom inen t M exican 
a r t is t  who was la te r to head the 
unsuccessful a tte m p t o f M ay 
24, 1940 t-o machine gun Leon 
T ro tsky  and h is w ife  N a ta lia . 
Siqueiros m et Caridad Mercader, 
took a lik in g  to her son “ and 
in troduced h im  to  a r t is t  friends 
in  the A r t is ts  A n t i - Fascis t 
U n ion.”

Caridad Mercader, he r son and 
h is  newly-wedded w ife , E lena, 
came to M exico on Nov. 4, 1936, 
land ing  a t Vera Cruz on the 
S.S. Durango. B y F eb ru a ry  1937 
a ll three had disappeared.

The T rue a rtic le  then repeats 
the w e ll-know n facts  about the 
role o f Louis Budenz in he lp ing 
Jacson to meet S y lv ia  A g e lo ff, a 
fo llo w e r o f T ro tsky , in  P aris  in 
1938. Jacson won he r confidence, 
became her lover, and, th rough 
her, gained access to the T ro tsky  
household.

D r. Q uiroz CQntinues w ith  a 
s to ry  tha t doesn’t  sound qu ite  
plausible, bu t wh ich —  whether 
true  or no t —  does no t con trad ic t 
the main facts. Quiroz says tha t 
the police o f another c ity  in Spain 
which he “ pre fe rs  no t to men­
tion ,”  picked up a Soviet spy. The 
spy, recently  in the Soviet U n ion, 
to ld about m eeting Caridad M er­
cader in the M onito  Rest Home 
a t Moscow. She had fled  from  
M'exico in 1940 a fte r  the assassi­
nation o f T ro tsky . W ith  her was 
another son, Lu is, and her 
daughte r-in -law , Elena.

The source o f a fina l b it  o f  in ­
fo rm a tio n  is no t ind ica ted: “ F o r 
the past few  years, Caridad M er-

cader, the assassin’s m other, has 
been liv in g  in P aris  under an 
assumed name. A lso  liv in g  there 
w ith  her is her son Jorge, an 
inva lid , and her ever devoted 
daughte r M ontserra t. Lu is , an­
other son, is s t i l l  in  Moscow and 
a use fu l hostage.”

D r. Quiroz cla im s cYedit fo r  
m aking these discoveries about 
T ro ts k y ’s assassin in 1950. W hy 
he was s ile n t about them u n t il 
now he does not exp la in. The 
au tho r o f the T rue a rtic le  re ­
po rts  tha t D r. Quiroz talked about 
pub lish ing “ a long scholarly 
trea tise ”  dealing w ith  Jacson. 
Perhaps th is  exp la ins the delay.

G O R K IN ’S REPO RT
The c la im  o f D r. Quiroz tha t 

before 1950 “ ho one had ever 
seriously th o u g h t o f Jacson as 
possibly being a Spaniard”  is no t 
accurate. As a m a tte r o f fac t, 
the s to ry  about Caridad M ercader 
and her son Ramon was reported 
in The M ilita n t, June 20, 1949.

I t  appeared f ir s t  as an ap­
pendix by Ju lian  G ork in  to a 
book th a t was serialized in  the 
sum m er o f 1948 in Mexico 
under the t it le ,  “ Asi M ataron a 
T ro tsky .”  (E ng lish  trans la tion , 
“ M urder in M exico,”  by General 
Sanchez Salazar. Seeker &  W a r­
burg. London. 1960.)

The m ain d iffe rence between 
the cla im  o f Ju lian  G ork in  and 
T rue magazine about the id e n tity  
o f Jacson is in the substan tia t­
ing  evidence. G orkin , p rom inen t 
leader o f the FO'UM', a Spanish 
w o rk in g  class p a rty , said th a t 
various Cata lonian refugees “ who 
occupied positions o f tru s t in  the 
Com m unist organ ization d u rin g  
the Spanish C iv il W ar and who 
now stand a loo f fro m  i t  —  or are 
opposed to i t  —  have identified 
the assassin w ith o u t leav ing  any 
room fo r  doubt.”

In  addition to th is  testim ony, 
he claimed to have “ complemen­
ta ry  proof.”  G ork in  did not reveal 
th is  p ro o f b u t asserted “ I now 
find m yse lf in the position o f 
being able to  make a series o f 
statem ents and o f accepting 
resp on s ib ility  fo r  them. In  con­
clusion, T may say th a t I  can a t 
any m om ent c ite witnesses to 
prove the accuracy o f w h a t fo l­
lows.”  '

There are some discrepancies 
in details between T rue ’s s to ry  
and G ork in ’s. F o r example, 
G ork in  says th a t the assassin was 
Caridad M ercader’s th ird  son; 
T rue says her eldest. B u t in the 
main, the tw o stories corroborate 
each other.

JA C S O N ’S PASSPORT
Both tie  in  w ith  the fo llo w in g  

im p o rta n t fa c t established im ­
m ediate ly a fte r  the assassination: 
Jacson’s passport was o r ig in a lly  
issued to a na tura lized Canadian, 
Tony Babich, who trave lled  on i t

to Spain where he fo u g h t in the 
C iv il W ar on the L o ya lis t side. 
Babich was reported k illed . H is 
passport disappeared. (JPU oper­
ators who la te r broke w ith  the 
K re m lin  re p o rt th a t S ta lin ’s 
secret police seized thousands o f 
such passports in  the Spanish 
C iv il W ar. The h ig h ly  sk illed  
fo rge rs  o f the GPU replaced the 
name and photograph o f Babich 
w ith  the name and photograph o f 
Jacson JacsQn claimed he burned 
the passport on his w ay to 
m urder T ro tsky , b u t the au­
tho ritie s  'tra ce d  it ,  nevertheless, 
th rough  governm ent records.

W hy D r. Quiroz should c la im  
to be the f irs t  one to discover 
Jacson’s id e n tity  is n o t clear. He 
does n o t even m ention G o rk in ’s 
p r io r  reve la tions although he 
sure ly  m ust have’ known about 
them. Perhaps the sensation­
seeking T rue  magazine, w ish ing  
to make ou t th a t eve ry th in g  in  
the a rtic le  is a scoop, bears 
respons ib ility .

I t  would appear no t d if f ic u lt  
now to settle the question o f 
Jacson’s id en tity . I f  D r. Quiroz 
has photosta tic  copies o f the 
M adrid  police record, as the 
photographs in T rue indicate, they 
should be made public. G ork in  can 
also do a service by m aking public 
his sources o f in fo rm ation .

F in a lly , i t  seems possible to 
b r in g  another o f the S ta lin is t 
conspirators who m urdered T ro t­
sky to jus tice . I f  Caridad M er­
cader is known to be liv in g  in 
Paris under an assumed name, as 
True reports , i t  should no t be 
too d iff ic u lt  to a rre s t her. T rue 
magazine accuses her o f persuad­
ing  he r son to k i j l  T ro tsky . She 
was there fore  an accomplice in  
the m urder and should be b rough t 
to tr ia l.  H e r testim ony would un­
doubtedly reveal more o f the 
dam ning links  lead ing fro m  T ro t­
sky ’s assassination to its  m aster 
organ izer in the K rem lin .

One o f the conspirators, the 
a r t is t  David A lfa ro  S iqueiros, 
now roam ing free ly  about Mexico, 
m ig h t also be hauled in fo r  
fu r th e r  questioning —  consider­
in g  the money and influence a t 
the disposal o f the GPU in Mexico 
i t  is too much to ask th a t he be 
punished fo r  h is crim e o f M ay 
24, 1940. D id S iqueiros f irs t  meet 
M ercader in  Spain as T rue 
magazine reports?

And w h ile  they are questioning 
S iqueiros perhaps they m ig h t ask 
h im  — .w ith  a ll the courtesy due 
such g d istinguished representa­
tive  o f S ta lin ’s secret police —  
,to shed a l i t t le  l ig h t  on the 
present whereabouts o f the 
ATenal b ro thers, Lu is  and Leo- 
poldo, whom he indicated as the 
actual k ille rs  o f T ro ts k y ’s guard, 
Robert Sheldon H arte , kidnapped 
a t S iqueiros’ orders in the M ay 
24 assault.

a close race th is  year, Stone 
says “ I  am no t go ing  to ru n  the  
r is k  o f e lec ting  E isenhower and 
N ixon  bv vo tin g  fo r  H a llm a n  and 
Bass.”

NO B A S IC  D IS T IN C T IO N
I f  th e ir  stands on fo re ign  

po licy is decisive, then there is 
no basic d is tinc tion  between S tev­
enson and Eisenhower. M o rr is  H. 
Rubin, ed ito r o f The Progressive 
magazine, who has come ou t in 
support o f Stevenson, acknow l­
edges:

“ Stevenson not on ly embraces 
the A d m in is tra tio n ’s fo re ign  p o li­
cy in its  e n tire ty , bu t insists, un­
w ise ly , I  th in k , th a t there is no 
d iffe rence between E isenhower 
and h im se lf on th is  subject.”  And 
he quotes Stevenson’s Labor Day 
sta tem ent th a t “ I  do not believe 
there is any fundam enta l issue 
between the R epublican 'candidate 
fo r  President and m yself. A s fa r  
as J know, he, like  m yse lf, ap­
proves the basic d irection  our 
fo re ign  po licy  has been fo llo w ­
in g .”

The “ basic d irec tio n ”  is no t in ­
dicated in the hopefu l, consoling 
phrases Stone emphasizes. I t  is 
in  the p a r t where Stevenson 
declares h im se lf “ proud”  o f U.S. 
in te rven tion  in Korea and urges 
more U.S. support fo r  the B rit is h  
and French coun te r-revo lu tionary  
wars agam st the people o f 
M alaya and Indo-China. I t  is  in 
his previous speech on A ug. 31, 
h a ilin g  T rum an fo r  h is  stand in 
Korea.

B y  s ta llin g  a truce, Stevenson 
said, “ we have gained a y e a r’s 
tim e ”  to “ enorm ously expand our 
defense p roduction”  and bu ild  up 
“ the s treng th  o f our A llie s .”

Stone h im se lf has w r itte n  a 
book in w ith  he proves con­
c lus ive ly  the c r im in a lty  o f U.S. 
in te rven tion  in Korea and the 
resp on s ib ility  o f both the Dem o-1 
c ra tic  a d m in is tra tion  and the 
Republicans fo r  p ro long ing  the 
truce negotia tions. Y e t Stone 
backs Stevenson who promises 
o n ly  to  continue th a t c rim ina l 
w a r and calls the s ta llin g  o f the 
truce a blessing, p e rm itt in g  tim e  
to bu ild  up g re a te r forces fo r  
the th ird  w o rld  w ar.

Stevenson represents the in ­
terests o f the ru lin g  c a p ita lis t 
c ircles whose p ro fit  system  drives 
s tra ig h t tow ard w a r regard less 
o f w h a t S ta lin  does o r doesn’t  do 
and no m a tte r w h a t “ nego tia­
tions”  m ig h t be held. I t  is th is  
inhe rent w a r drive  o f U.S. c a p ita l­
ism tha t w i l l  set the course fo r  
Stevenson. A nd i t  w il l d ic ta te  the  
reactionary  trend o f his domestic 
policies.

In  supporting  Stevenson, how ­
ever, Stone is no t being u n fa ith fu l 
to the program  o f the Progressive 
P a rty . He is c a rry in g  i t  ou t to  
its  log ica l conclusion. The P ro ­
gressive P a rty  is founded on the 
program  o f “ B ig  Power nego­
tia tio n s ”  as the means to  secure 
peace. I f  th a t is a sound program , 
then w hy should anyone support 
the Progressive P a rty  now th a t 
a candidate who has a chance to 
w in  says he w ill no t “ close the 
door”  on nego tia tions?

Stone de ris ive ly  calls E isen­
hower an “ optical illu s ion .”  B u t 
w h a t is th is  “ peace-negotia ting”  
Stevenson th a t Stone sees i f  not 
a po litica l m irage in the desert o f 
the w itch  hu n t and the prepara­
tions fo r  W orld  W ar I I I  ?

W orld  Events
By Charles Hanley

G E R M A N  IN D U S T R IA L IS T S ,
encouraged by the State D e pa rt­
ment, are in q u ir in g  about arm s 
contracts, the W a ll S treet Journa l 
reports. N e x t year the steel p lan ts  
in the R uhr m ay be busy m aking  
guns fo r  Am erican and German 
forces.

*  *  *

TW O  TOP FR E N C H  S ta lin is ts  
were removed fro m  the Commu­
n is t P a r ty  S ecre taria t Sept. 17 
because o f th e ir  “ le f t is t ”  posi­
t io n : Andre  M a rty , hero o f the 
1919 m u tin y  in  the B lack Sea, and 
Charles T illo n , o rgan ize r o f p a r­
tisans in W orld  W ar I I .  U p  to 
now the two “ dev ia tion is ts ”  from  
Thorez’ line have not recanted.

*  *  *

S W E D IS H  S T A L IN IS T S  lost 
three o f th e ir  e ig h t seats in  
Parliam ent. The ru lin g  coa lition  
o f A g ra ria n s  and Socia lists won 
the elections Sept. 21, b u t th e ir  
m arg in  was reduced because the 
Conservatives gained 7 seats.

*  *  *

B E C H A R A  E L  K H O U R Y ,
President o f Lebanon, resigned 
Sept. 18 a fte r  a three-day gen­
era l s tr ik e  aga inst governm ent 
co rrup tion  and turned power over 
to the A rm y .

*  *  *

IN D O N E S IA ’S M in is te r o f De­
fense outlined a three-year-p lan 
to figh t partisans in the  moun­
tains. “ Rebels”  include a T ro t­
sky is t “ band,”  according to  N . Y. 
T im es correspondent T i l l m a n  
Durdin .

The M exican un ion ists also w an t 
a law  p ro v id ing  fo r  w orkers 
sharing- in corpora tion p ro fits . 
And the y  demand th a t company 
books be opened fo r  union in ­
spection.

*  *  *

A M O N T E V ID E O  correspondent 
o f the C hris tian  Science M on ito r
reports  tha t s trikes have become 
frequ en t in U ruguay. The cost 
o f liv in g  has gone up ; even meat 
has become scarce and expensive, 
and life  has ceased to be “ free 
and easy”  as in fla tio n  continues 
to underm ine the buy ing  power 
o f the peso.

* * *
B R IT IS H  TROOPS le ft  E ritre a , 

East A fr ic a , Sept. 16. T h is  fo rm e r 
Ita lia n  colony is now an autono­
mous state. F ore ign a ffa irs  
rem ain under contro l o f E th io p ian  
E m peror H a ile  Selassie.

Farrell Dobbs 
Tour Schedule

Sept. 26-29 New Y o rk

New Y ork  P ub lic  M ee ting : 
F r i., Sept. 26, 8 P.M . 
at Cornish A rm s  H ote l 
23rd St. near 8 th  Ave.

Radio Speech:
Tues., Sept. 30, 2 P.M. 
W N Y C  (830 on ^ ia l)

Oct. 2-5 Los Angeles

IN  IN D O -C H IN A  three French 
nrisoners o f w ar, released by the 
V iet-Nam ese freedom - figh ters , 
to ld  A P  correspondent M ax Clos 
they had to a ttend po litica l 
lectures and discussions. One o f 
them, L ieu t, de V illeneuve, declar­
ed he had n o t been in terned in 
a prison camp; the group o f 
prisoners to which he belonged 
were quartered in a sm all v illage  
and treated ve ry  we ll.

*  *  *

A N O T H E R  B LO O D Y inc ident 
occured in K o je  camp in Korea 
when throe U.S. in fa n try  platoons 
opened fire - on dem onstra ting  
Korean prisoners o f w a r, in ju r in g  
eleven.

*  *  +

P A K IS T A N ’S land re form  
has been delayed by feudal land­
lords th rough a cou rt order. The 
re fo rm  plan included compensa­
tion  fo r  landlords bv paym ent of 
ten tim es the annual ren ta l.

* * *
T H E  M E X IC A N  Labor Fed­

era tion  demands a m in im um  wage 
o f $1.20 instead o f 80 cents da ily .

Newark Fri. Night 
Socialist Forum

presents a ta lk  on 

The Case of the Legless 
Veteran,- 1948-1952

Speaker:
George B re itm an

F ri., Oct. 3, 8:30

a t 52 M arke t St.

Los Angeles Public M ee ting : 
Sat., O c t , '5, 8 P.M. 

a t M ilita n t Labor H a ll 
1702 E. 4th St.

U C l .

Oct. 16-18 
Oct. 19-20 
Oct. 21-24 
Oct. 26
Oct. 28-Nov. 2

a ttu n e
M inneapo lis-S t. Paul 

M ilw aukee 
>v Chicago 
St. Louis 

D e tro it-F lin t-  
Toledo

Myra T. Weiss 
Tour Schedule

Sept. 30-Oct. 1 A kron

A k ro n  P ub lic  M eeting 
AVed., Oct. 1, 8 P.M. 

C o m A u n ity  Center 
250 East M arke t

Oct. 2-3 Youngstow i

A'oumrstown Pub lic M eeting : 
F r i., Oct. 3. 8 P.M.
234 E. Federal St.

Oct. 4-5 
Oct. 7-10 
Oct. 12-16

Clevelan
Buffai
Boato

Boston Public M ee ting :
Mon. Oct. IS. 8:15 P.M. 

•AA’orkers Educational Center 
30 S tua rt St.

Oct. 17-18 N e w ark
Oct. 19-20 P h ilade lph ia
Oct. 21 » A lle n to w n
Oct. 23-26 » New  Y o rk
Oct. 27 New Haven
Oct. 29-31 San Francisco-O akland 
Nov. 1-2 -  Los Angeles



Battlefront in Harlem
By Tom

M rs. S im m ons’ son was d ra fte d  in to  the a rm y  
tw o  yfears ago. Sinoe his departure, som eth ing 
has happened which m ust be causing him  to w on­
der about the democracy th a t he and m illions  o f 
o th e r Am erican youth are being called upon to 
f ig h t  fo r . W h ile  P vt. S immons is f ig h t in g  a so- 
called “ police action”  in  Korea, h is m other is 
f ig h t in g  against a d iffe re n t police action in  East 
H a rlem .

M rs. Simmons lives in a tenem ent th a t is to be 
demolished to make room fo r  a C ity  Housing 
A u th o r ity  low -ren t p ro ject. W hen the C H A  f i r s t  
took over the area m arked fo r  dem olition she ' 
was no tified  th a t she would be relocated in a new 
apartm en t a t th e ir  expense and so she file d  the 
requ ired application.

L a te r she received a le tte r  fro m  the C H A  tel 1- 
3n her to re p o rt to the re location office. The 
f in a l pa ragraph in fo rm ed her th a t fa ilu re  to keep 
th is  appo in tm ent would resu lt in  ev ic tion p ro ­
ceedings by the sh e riff.

T h is  notice d idn ’t  d is tu rb  M rs. Simmons. She 
was so darn glad to get the whole business over 
w ith  th a t there was no doubt about her being 
there  —  and on tim e.

Then came the shock. A t  the in te rv ie w , she 
was to ld  th a t her app lica tion  fo r  another a p a rt­
m e n t was in va lid . She had lis ted herse lf and her 
son as “ residents”  o f her old apa rtm en t when she 
knew  a ll a long th a t her son was in  the a rm y  and 
overseas and there fore  no t a “ resident.”

F urthe rm ore , she \yas to ld , “ le g a lly ”  she no 
longer had a son. As long as Pvt. Simmons was 
in  the a rm y  he was Uncle Sam’s boy and the gov-

Denver -------------------------------------------
ernm ent was responsible fo r  where he s lep t and 
w hat he ate!

M rs. Simmons argued in  va in  about w a n ting  
to have a home fo r  her dra fted  son a fte r  he was 
discharged. The C H A  o ffic ia ls ' re fe rre d  again and 
again to the law  which stated th a t “ le g a lly ”  she 
had no son. Besides, they sm ooth ly admonished 
her, maybe he’l l  get m arried  when he re turns, 
o r maybe he w on’t  even w a n t to  live  w ith  you; 
he m ig h t have his own ideas about where he 
w ants to live.

Then they o ffe red  her tw o  a lte rna tives : (1) A 
sm all place w ith  ju s t room fo r  he rse lf; o r (2) 
an apa rtm en t shared w ith  a to ta l s tranger.

Now a to ta l s trang e r is a poor substitu te  fo r  
a son, as any m other w i l l  te s t ify , and M rs. S im ­
mons is no exception. She is s tick in g  by her guns 
and re fus ing  the proposals o f the C H A  despite 
th e ir  th re a t to n o t ify  the s h e r if f  to ev ic t her.

I  v is ited  M rs. Simmons and one o f her ne igh­
bors. B oth  are members o f the E ast Harlem  
Tenants League, an o rgan iza tion  foi'm ed to de­
fend tenants aga inst the underhanded practices 
o f the C H A. The conversation turned to eviction 
notices and M rs. Simmons g r im ly  nodded agree­
m ent as her ne ighbor said, “ They can send the 
s h e r if f  over to  m y place bu t they be tte r send a 
black wagon too because Pm go ing  ou t fee t f i r s t  
i f  I  don’t  ge t w h a t I  have com ing to me.”

Now i t ’s qu ite  a w ays fro m  East H arlem  to 
Korea, bu t M rs. S im m ons’ case easily bridges 
the m iles. F o r w h ile  her d ra fte d  son is supposedly 
f ig h t in g  to b r in g  democracy to  Korea, M rs. S im ­
mons is f ig h t in g  fo r  a l i t t le  democracy in  E ast 
H arlem , U .S.A.

Women in Dungarees
----------------------------------  By Joyce Cowley -------------------------

I  used to w o rk  in an a irc ra ft  p lan t and I  re ­
m em ber a ra in y  w in te r m orn ing  when we had to 
go out to the f ly in g  fie ld . T in y , one o f the new 
g ir ls , was alm ost lo s t in  a f la p p in g  ra incoa t and 
h ip  boots. She s trugg led up a ladder and we 
stretched ou t our hands so th a t she could be lly - 
f lo p  across the s lippe ry  w in g  o f the plane.

“ I  don’t  ge t i t , ”  said one o f the men who 
helped her up, “ I have to w ork. B ut you’re m a r­
ried  and you r old m an’s w o rk ing . W hy don’t  you 
s tay a t hom e?”

He raised an in te re s tin g  question. The N .Y . 
T im es raised it ,  too. In  an a rtic le  “ W hy T w en ty  
M illio n  Women W o rk ,”  they pointed ou t th a t 
every day more women jo in  the labor force and 
the m a jo r ity  o f . these women are m arried . So 
they sent a woman jo u rn a lis t to w o rk  in a W est 
Coast a irc ra ft  p la n t fo r  30 days and f in d  out 
w hy women w ork. "Econom ic m otiva tions,”  she 
reported a fte r  a m on th ’s research, “ are fra n k ly  
in  the fo reg round .”

She means in p la in  E ng lish  th a t women need 
the  money. Pm a w o ik in g  gild m yse lf and th is  
p o in t a lways seemed fa ir ly  obvious. B u t I f ind  
th a t there is s t i l l  a popu lar be lie f, especially 
am ong men who are not too enthusiastic about 
women ho ld ing down sk illed  jobs in in du s try , 
th a t women are ju s t w o rk ing  fo r  luxuries. Maybe 
a fu r  coat or a 1952 car.

A  survey made by the W om en’s Bureau o f 
8,300 women w orkers in  100 trade unions does 
no t bear ou t the fu r-co a t theo ry :

“ D a ily  l iv in g  takes a ll o r nearly  a ll they earn, 
say most o f the women re p ly in g  to the question­
na ire . ‘D a ily  liv in g ’ means im m ediate needs; i t  
does no t take care o f the fu tu re . M ost o f these

w o rk in g  women have l i t t le  choice as to where 
th e ir  money goes. I t  is spent as fa s t as i t  is  earn­
ed to provide food, c lo th in g  and she lter fo r  them ­
selves and o ften fo r  others, too.”

The survey reports  th a t s ix  out o f every ten 
women who are w o rk in g  support, or p a r t ly  sup­
po rt, dependents in  add ition  to suppo rting  them ­
selves. One out o f .every seven is the sole sup­
po rt o f her fa m ily .

In  1939 when you could buy s ir lo in  steak a t 
35c a pound and two loaves o f bread fo r  15c, when 
you d idn ’t  have to watch a t least a f i f t h  o f you r 
income, m e lt in to  taxes to keep the  w ar machine 
go ing, i t  was s t i l l  possible fo r  a man to support 
his fa m ily . B u t now i t  takes tw o people to earn 
one week’s pay.

The o ther evening when I v is ited a M ilita n t 
reader, to get a subscrip tion renewal, we ta lked 
about prices and how d i f f ic u lt  i t  is  to g ive  our 
children the k ind  o f nourish ing  meals they need.

“ We ju s t  can’t  meet our b ills ,”  she explained. 
“ When 1 ge t m y husband’s pay, I add up eve ry­
th in g  th a t we owe and i t  a lways comes to a lo t 
more than his check. Then I pu t aside the b ills  
th a t can w a it. B u t even the ones I  have to pay 
r ig h t  now come to more than we’ve go t.”

“ M illions  o f o ther fam ilies  are in  the same 
boat," I to ld  her. “ T h a t’s w hy you f in d  so many 
women in  in d u s try  nowadays.”

"Y o u ’re te ll in g  us,”, said her husband. “ We 
know why they have to ge t jobs.”

“ Yes,”  his w ife  w ent on, and she re a lly  looked 
tired . “ I t ’s h it  us too. W ith  three kids i t ’ ll be a 
headache, but i t  looks like  the on ly w ay ou t.’! 
A nd she exp la ined: “ I ’m go ing back to soldering 
a t a rad io  fa c to ry . . . ”

Vatican Views with Alan
By Joseph Hansen

Pope Pius X I I  recovered la s t week from  a h igh 
tem pera tu re  due appa ren tly  to a s lig h t ga s tric  in ­
fec tion . The 76-year-old head o f the V atican C ity  
S tate then issued a sta tem ent expressing a larm  
over the dw ind ling  num ber o f women in recent 
yeai's who become nuns. The cris is  in nunneries, 
he said, is “ ex trem e ly  g rave”  in some European 
countries where the num ber o f women fo rsw e a r­
in g  m arriage  and ta k in g  vows has been reduced 
to  ha lf.

He' severely censured those who “ no longer 
have a s ingle word o f approbation or praise fo r  
the v irg in ity  devoted to C h ris t”  and included in 
h is censure those who “ give m arriage  a p re fe r­
ence in  p rinc ip le  over v irg in ity . ”

To encourage women to enter nunneries, the 
Supreme P o n tif f  authorized some changes in the 
nuns’ tra d itio n a l dress to make i t  more c o m fo rt­
able and hygienic.

F in a lly , com m enting on “ sexual neuroses”  and 
th e ir  cure, the Pope condemned “ the pansexual 
m ethod o f a certa in  school o f psychoanalysis.”  He 
did not fo rb id  o r condemn psychotherapeutic cure 
in  general; he on ly disapproved the “ am oral way 
in  w h ich th is  cure is applied in  p ractice .”

The head o f the Roman C atholic Church did no t 
reveal w ha t he m eant by “ sexual”  neurosis or 
“ pansexual”  m ethod; no r did he specify w hat 
school o f psychoanalysis had b ro ug h t down his

J IM  F IG G IN S , general secre tary o f the B r it is h  
N a tion a l Union o f Railw aym en, to ld  a m eeting : 
“ The w a r in Korea is no t be ing fo u g h t fo r  fre e ­
dom and democracy bu t in the in terests o f A m e r­
ican cap ita l. Before A m erica  lies inev itab le  de­
fea t. . . .  I f  we are go ing to be so stup id  as to 
la y  down our lives in  a g re a t w a r fo r  in te rests 
th a t don’t  concern us, we are b igg e r foo ls than 
I  th in k  we are. . . . The ne x t w a r w i l l  be a 
holocaust and I  am go ing to stand ou t aga inst 
i t . ”  Slogans he suggested w ere: “ O ut o f Korea 
come the B r it is h  troops”  and “ O ut o f B r ita in
go the A m erican troops.”

* * *
32 M IL L IO N  C H IL D R E N  are now crowded 

in to  grade and high schools in th is  country. One 
o u t o f every five is a ttend ing  school in “ bu ild ings 
th a t  do no t meet m in im um  standards o f sa fe ty 
aga inst fire ,”  says U.S. News &  W orld  Report. 
A lm o s t two m illio n  are forced in to  m akesh ift 
classrooms in store bu ild ings, etc. Fourteen m il­
lio n  s u ffe r fro m  overcrowded classrooms. And
the s itua tion  is g e ttin g  worse year by year.

*  *  *

A  P O LL  AM O N G  FA R M E R S  taken by W a ll­
ace’s F arm er and Iowa Homestead found these 
in te re s tin g  resu lts : Asked which m a jo r p a rty  
was m ost lik e ly  to Ijoep the Korean w a r from  
expanding in to  a »world w ar, 41% said “ ne ithe r 
p a r ty .”  49% said ne ithe r p a rty  could be expected 
to  head o f f  a depression; and 36% tho ugh t neither
p a r ty  would stop in fla tio n .

*  *  *

R O BER T W. S A U N D E R S  o f Tampa, vete ran 
o f W orld  W a r I I ,  fo rm e r newspaperman in Cin-

condemnation. However, his reference can be in ­
te rpre ted in the lig h t  o f a sermon delivered in 
New Y o rk  M ar. 9, 1947, by M sgr. F u lton  J. Shee­
han. The Am erican Catholic spokesman aroused 
energetic p ro test in sc ie n tific  c ircles when he 
m isrepresented and denounced the views o f S ig­
mund Freud, founder o f psychoanalysis, from  the 
p u lp it  o f St. P a tr ic k ’s Cathedral.

“ F reud ian ism ,”  said the M onsignor, “ is based 
upon fo u r assumptions, m ate ria lism , hedonism, 
in fa n tilis m  and e ro tic ism ”  and “ it^ denies sin, and 
would supplant confession.”

By coincidence, on the ve ry  same day the Pope 
was s u ffe r in g  from  his ga s tric  disturbance, an­
o ther ho ly a u th o r ity  took up add itiona l evils w o r­
ry in g  the Roman C atholic h iera rchy. “ The u n i­
versal asp ira tion  o f the present tim e ,”  said Pedro 
C ard ina l Segura o f Spain, “ m ay be summed up 
in one m agica l word, which has succeeded in 
seducing people —  lib e r ty .”

The C ard ina l denounced freedom o f though t, 
freedom  o f press and freedom  o f re lig ion  as “ l ib ­
erties o f pe rd itio n ”  responsible fo r  the “ g re a t 
evils o f the w o rld .”  The Roman C atholic Church, 
he rem inded the w orld , .“ condemns" freedom  of 
re lig ion  “ in an energetic and decisive m anner.”  

He called on God to “ preserve us fro m  a ll these 
evils su rround ing  u s . . . and keep us fa ith fu l to  the 
fundam entals. . . and doctrina l practices o f the 
H o ly  Church.”

c inna ti and fa c to ry  w o rke r in D e tro it where he 
was active in the CIO U n ited  A u to  W orkers, is 
a brave man. He has ju s t  accepted em ploym ent 
as F lo rida  field secre tary o f the N A A C P , to 
replace H a rry  T. Moore, m urdered by a bomb 
las t C hris tm as fo r  h is m il ita n t  f ig h t against J im  
C row  te rro rism .

* * *
F A R M  IN C O M E , wh ich had declined sharp ly  

in the f irs t  s ix  m onths o f th is  year fro m  las t 
yea r’s levels, was sliced again in the period from  
Ju ly  15 to A ug us t 15. A ccord ing  to the D epart­
m ent o f A g ric u ltu re , the fa rm ers were no t g e ttin g  
more money fo r  th e ir  basic crops bu t the prices 
they have to pay have kep t ris ing .

* * *
NEG RO ES P A Y  25% to 30% more re n t fo r  

homes in slum areas than w h ites  liv in g  in equally 
poor housing, the Research Bureau o f the Social 
P lann ing  Council o f St. Louis has discovered.

*  *  »

S E N A TO R  N IX O N ’S SOAP O PERA brough t 
a flood o f te legram s to the Republican N a tiona l 
Com m ittee. One read: “ Keep Senator N ixo n ,”  
and was signed “ Cocker Spaniel Lover.”

*  *  *

T H E  A F L  C O N V E N T IO N  heard on ly scheduled 
speeches save in a few  instances where ind iv idua l 
delegates had enough courage to demand the 
flo o r. F rank  Turco o f the Seattle newsboys com­

p a re d  W est Coast team ster d ic ta to r, Dave Beck, 
to Senator M cCarthy. A  P h iliph  Randolph insisted 
on discussing c iv il r ig h ts . A no the r delegate 
critic ised  the A F L ’s bureaucratic custom o f elect­
ing  a ll its  vice-presidents in  a bloc.
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P ro du c tio n : Needs and  F u lf il lm e n t
U.5. NEEDS

per y e a r '
this much is

BEING BUILT this much more HEEDS TOBE BUILT Fake Crime Wave 
Used to Cover Up 
N. Y. Cop Scandals

By Harry Ring
NEW YORK, Sept. 22 — “ The phony ‘crime wave’ 

dreamed up by the cops and the daily press and fanned 
with screaming headlines about ‘burly Negro’ rapists and
m uggers, is a de liberate a tte m p t *>~

IntH. Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers prepared 
this chart showing needs of American people going unfulfilled 
because of war program. Wall Street dominated capitalist system 
cannot produce for peace, must have war drive to prop up system 
and prevent economic crash.

LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT WORKERS SOLID 
IN 3-WEEK UNION SHOP, PAY STRIKE

By Ernest Rief
LOS A N G E LE S , Sept. 21 —  

The 25,000 workers represented 
by D is tr ic t  727 o f the In te rn a ­
tiona l Association o f M achin ists 
arc now en tering  the th ird  week 
o f th e ir s tr ik e  against Lockheed 
a irc ra ft.

The un ion ’s o rig in a l demands 
included an 18 cent an hour 
average wage increase p lus a 
fu l l  union shop and o ther fr in g e  
benefits. Average pay now is 
about $1.70 per hour. The com­
pany’s re fusa l to  o ffe r  more than 
a tw o-cent raise led to the 
un ion’s action a f te r  the m ember­
ship voted 99% in fa v o r o f s tr ike  
action. E ffo r ts  o f federal m ed ia to r 
Cyrus Ching were in e ffec tive  as 
the company stuck to its  tw o- 
cent o ffe r.

Mass p icket lines were im ­
m edia te ly set up a t a ll gates o f 
the fo u r p lan ts b u t .a f te r  a few  
days the company secured an in ­
ju nc tion  lim it in g  the pickets to 
one each fifte en  feet. However 
ve ry  few  scabs crossed the lines 
and the morale o f the s tr ike rs  
rem ains hig)?. Those en te ring  are

Joseph Larimer
The Chicago branch of the 

Socialist Workers Party is mourn­
ing the loss of Comrade Joseph 
Larimer, 30 years old, who died 
on Sept. 20. He had been stricken 
with polio eight days before.

Joe jo ined the Chicago branch 
in 1950 and fro m  the f irs t  played 
an active and im p o rta n t role. He 
gave generously o f his ta len ts in  
various fields o f p a rty  w ork.

H is main in te res t was educa­
tion a l a c tiv ity . He recen tly  col­
laborated w ith  o the r comrades in  
p re pa ring  a new type o f class 
ou tline  fo r  p a rty  recru its . H is  
la s t assignm ent —  which death 
in te rrup ted  —  was the tes tin g  o f 
th is  ou tline  in teaching a class o f 
recru its  the fundam enta l doc­
trines o f the revo lu tiona ry  social­
is t movement.

D u rin g  W orld  W ar U , Joe be­
came concerned about the ravages 
o f im p e ria lis t wars and the fa te  
o f the g reat m a jo r ity  under 
cap ita lism . S h o rtly  a f te r  h is d is­
charge fro m  the arm y, he decided, 
though he came from  a fa ir ly  
w e ll-to-do fa m ily , to jo in  the poor 
and oppressed in the s trugg le  fo r  
a be tte r world .

W hile  a student a t D artm outh 
U n iv e rs ity  he f irs t  became in ­
terested in the Norm an Thomas 
Socialist P a rty . In 1948, he jo ined 
the Progressive P a rty  and then 
the Com m unist P a rty  in  Chicago. 
B u t e a rlie r contact he had had 
w ith  the SW P and its  ideas helped 
him  to overcome the illu s o ry  W al- 
lacite notions and to recognize the 
treacherous ro le  o f the CP in the 
Am erican class s trugg le . Sub-: 
sequent discussion w ith  the SWP 
members won him  over to our 
movement. '

m ostly  supervisors, office per­
sonnel and members o f th e  
Engineers and A rch itec ts  Asso­
cia tion , an. independent union 
which is bound by a no -s trike  
clause. T h is  union has donated 
$450 to the IA M  s tr ik e  fund.

P icke t lines are be ing observed 
by tru ck  and cab d rive rs  o f the. 
A F L  Team sters Union. Busses 
c a rry in g  employees o f Lockheed 
stop a t the gates and force th e ir 
fares to w a lk  in.

T H W A R T  C A M E R A S
In  an a ttem p t to in tim ida te  

pickets Lockheed set up a raised 
p la tfo rm  over the picket lines a t 
th e ir  main gate to take movies, 
b u t th is  was thw a rted  when 
p ickets used m irro rs  to  i-e flect 
sun lig h t in to  the camera lenses.

F o rtu n a te ly  the s tr ike rs  are 
being considered e lig ib le  fo r  
sta te  unem ploym ent compensa­
tion , though th is  has no t usua lly  
been the case in o ther s trikes in 
C a lifo rn ia . The union’s W e lfa re  
Com m ittee is ta k in g  care o f food 
problem s, emergency paym ents 
the s tr ike rs  have to meet, etc.

Since the s ta rt o f the s trike , 
Lockheed has raised its  wage 
o ffe r  to seven cents p lus a penny 
o r tw o cos t-o f- liv in g  bonus. Then 
i t  o ffered nine cents on the 
lowest wage rates ( th is  would 
a ffe c t few  people since no t m any I

are a t the lowest ra tes o f about 
$1.25 per hou r). The union then 
lowered its  demand to a 14 cents 
increase.

SCORES C O M P A N Y
Ten days a fte r  the s ta r t o f  the 

s trike , John Snider, d is tr ic t union 
president, charged th a t the com­
pany no t on ly  had fa iled  to o ffe r  
any constructive suggestions bu t 
had even repudiated agreements 
reached before the s tr ike  began 
and r ig h ts  which have been in 
the con tract as long as 14 years.

In  the face o f th is  adam ant 
company position union o ffic ia ls  
are asking fo r  governm ent in ­
te rven tion  w h ich would p u t the 
men back to w o rk  under the old 
con tract and set up a fac t-find ing  
board. They feel th is  board would 
recommend a be tte r settlem ent 
than the company o ffe rs . The 
union leaders thus appear ready 
to accept any m iserable com­
prom ise as long as i t  is “ be tte r 
than the company o ffe rs .”

Need Labor Power
W hile  M exican w orkers  enter 

the U.S. il le g a lly  by the thou­
sands lu red by fa lse prom ises 
about h igh  wages in Am erican 
fields, Mexican cap ita lis ts  and 
landlords are advertis ing  In I ta ly  
fo r  a g ric u ltu ra l workers.

to d iv e rt a tten tion  fro m  New 
Y o rk ’s g ra ft-r id d e n  police de­
pa rtm ent, reh ab ilita te  the force 
in the eyes o f the public and, 
under cover o f th is  ro tten  p re tex t, 
step up police b ru ta lity  in  
H a rlem ,”  M ichael B a rte ll, So­
c ia lis t W orkers nominee fo r  the 
U.S. Senate, charged today.

“ The hyste ria -b reed ing head­
lines about m uggers and about 
‘A ll Out W ar on Sex O ffenders ’ 
m ay sell more copies o f the 
ca p ita lis t papers,”  B a rte ll con­
tinued, “ bu t the whole d ir ty  
hoax is exploded by Police Com­
m issioner M onaghan’s admission 
th a t between A u g u s t 1 and Sept. 
15 o f la s t year there were 147 
com pla ints o f rape and attem pted 
rape in the c ity . D u ring  the same 
period o f th is  year, th a t is, duV- 
in g  the present ‘assault wave,’ 
the num ber dropped to 138!

“ New Y o rk ’s,po lice departm ent 
has been in the headlines fo r  
several years as scandal a fte r  
scandal came to lig h t. They need 
a w h iltiw ash ing  job bad,”  B a rte ll 
charged. “ I f  the cops and press 
succeed in bu ild ing  up the 
hyste ria , M onaghan’s qlub-and- 
trig g e r-h a p p y  hoodlums in u n i­
fo rm  can once again pose as New 
Y o rk ’s ‘ finest’ as they go about 
th e ir  da ily  rou tine  o f sadistic 
a ttacks on innocent Negroes.”

The ominous m eaning o f th is  
m anufactured crim e scare fo r  the 
c ity ’s Negro popu lation has been 
pointed up by Ted Poston in the 
Sept.. 18 N. Y. Post. He cites tw o  
in s tru c tive  instances o f ’ the 
m ounting  an ti-N e g ro  hys te ria  
“ A well-dressed Negro came out 
o f an apartm en t house on F if th  
Ave. and started w a lk in g  down 
P ark  Ave. to a parked car. A  
m iddle-aged w h ite  woman, also 
w a lk in g  down P a rk  Ave. rushed 
across the s tree t to  a policeman.

CASE NO. 1
“  ‘O ffice r,’ she begged, ‘help 

me. T h a t man —  th a t Negro 
there —  is fo llo w in g  m e!’ ”

Poston then reports the dialogue 
between the cop, w ith  his hand 
on his p is to l, and the Negro. 
“ W ha t d ’you mean m olesting 
th a t w om an?”  the cop demanded.

“ W hat w om an?”  the Negro 
asked, “ and w ha t do you tfiean 
‘m olesting ’ ?”

“ T ha t woman. You were fo l­
lo w in g  her down the s treet,”  the 
cop re torted.

“ I  wasn’t  fo llo w in g  anybody, 
are you c ra zy? ”  the Negro 
answered.

“ Don’t  g ive  me any o f you r 
lip ,”  the cop ordered. “ W h a t the 
hell are you do ing down here 
anyway, fo llo w in g / w h ite  women ? 
W hy the he ll a in ’t  you up in  
H arlem  where you be long?”

T h is  p a rtic u la r scene ended 
a b ru p tly  when the Negro an­
nounced th a t he was W illia m  L . 
Rowe, Seventh D eputy Police 
Com m issioner o f New Y o rk  C ity . 
The cop a t once began be ra ting  
the woman, b u t the Police Com­
m issioner ordered the cop n o t to 
m olest her.

CASE NO. 2
Poston then te lls  about another 

Negro who boarded a crowded 
subway car w ith  his w ife . They 
took separate seats. He sat next 
to a w h ite  woman reading the 
lu r id  D a ily  M irro r. N o tic in g  the 
Negro next to her, she cringed 
and then fled  to an em pty seat a t 
the o ther end o f the car.

/Several w h ite  men glowered a t 
the Negro. One ta lked to the 
woman and aud ib ly  m urm ured, 
“ N egro  bastard .”

A no ther w h ite  man moved in to  
the seat vacated by the woman 
and o ffe red  his name and address 
to the Negro should a w itness be 
needed to prove th a t no th ing  had 
happened. The N dgro thanked 
him  bu t said i t  wasn’t  necessary.

The w h ite  man was apologetic. 
“ I  know how you fee l,”  he said, 
“ and some' foo l like  th a t can 
cause troub le . I f  you need me, 
I ’ll be glad to help you out, M r. 
e r-c r.”

“ Poston,”  the Negro said. “ Ted 
Poston o f the N . ,Y. Post.”

Poston concludes his a rtic le  
w ith  a s ta tem ent by A sh ley 
Totten, Secretary - T reasu rer o f 
the Brotherhood o f S leeping C ar 
P orters. “ I t ’s no t a m a tte r o f  who 
is to blame in in d iv idu a l cases —  
hyste rica l women, overzealous 
police, o r c ircu la tion  seeking 
newspapers. B u t a s itua tion  is 
developing in  our town and 
somebody be tte r do som ething 
about i t  —  before i t ’s too la te .”

Detroit Rent Hogs Win; Reuther Ducks Fight

New York 
Friday Night Forum

The Dilemma of U.S. 
Foreign Policy:

All Roads Lead to Ruin

•  Speaker:
Harry Frankel

Fri., Oct. 3, 8 PM

M IL IT A N T  HALL  
116 University Place

D E TR O IT , Sept. 22 —  D e tro it 
c ity  o ffic ia ls  have surrendered to 
the pressure o f real estate and 
land lord in te rests by vo tin g  to 
le t ren t contro ls die at the end o f 
th is  m onth. Th is w ill leave one- 
qu a rte r o f a m illio n  tenants and 
th e ir  fam ilies  in  th is  im p o rtan t 
in du s tria l center a t the m ercy o f 
greedy landlords.

A lthough  contro ls do no t die 
u n t il Sept. 30, landlords have a l­
ready served notice on tenants o f 
re n t increases rang ing , in some 
cases, as h igh as 140%. In  re p ly  
to com pla ints by tenants, the 
D e tro it O ffice o f Rent S tab iliza ­
tio n  has stated th a t i t  is a lready 
ou t o f business. Tenants’ com­
p la in ts  subm itted m any weeks 
ago w i l l  be ignored, since the 
en tire  office is closing.

P ow erfu l sentim ent against the 
end o f re n t contro ls  was shown 
a t a public hearing  which was 
packed by 1,000 people, on ly  500 
o f who were able to get in to  the 
sm all c ity  council chambers. W ell 
over a m illio n  anxious people are 
reported to have watched the 
hearing on te levision.

Howard Lerner, D e tro it cha ir­
man o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty , expressed the sentim ents 
o f the vas t m a jo r ity  o f the peo­
ple o f th is  c ity  when he stated 
in  a te legram  to the hearing : 
“ The need o f the hour in D e tro it 
ts  re ten tion  o f rent con tro l fo r 
tenants and a s h ift  in  the tax  
burden from  Ihc sm all homeowner 
to the g ian t corpora tions and the 
m illio n a ire  real estate in te rests.”

CASE FOR R E N T  CO NTRO L
. Supporters o f ren t contro l from  
labor, libe ra l, tenant, consumer, 
veteran and fe lig io u s  o rgan iza­
tions spoke w ith  g re a t e ffec­
tiveness. They proved th a t there 
is a serious housing shortage in 
D e tro it (under the law  th is  
should be enough to w a rra n t con­
tinua tion  o f con tro ls), and they 
proved th a t decontrol would h i t  
the low-incom e and N egro sec­
tions o f the popu lation f ir s t  and 
hardest.

Speaking fo r  the CIO were E m il 
Mazey, secre ta ry-treasurer of the

U n ited  A u to  W orkers, and A l l  
Barbour, secretary - treasu re r o f 
the W ayne County CIO Council. 
The A F L  was represented by 
F rank  X. M arte l, president o f the 
D e tro it and W ayne County Fed­
era tion o f Labor, F in la y  A llen , 
secretary o f the D e tro it B u ild ing  
Trades Council, and M a ry  E. 
Kastead o f the D e tro it Federation 
o f Teachers.

E m il Mazey predicted tha t 
rents would go up from  30 to  70 
percent i f  contro ls were lifte d , 
ca llin g  th is  a 10-cent hourly  
wage-cut fo r  approx im ate ly  250,- 
000 D e tro it workers. He w ent on 
to  say tha t i f  th is had happened 
in the plants, it  would have 
caused an im m ediate shutdown.

P U T  ON T H E  POOR A C T
James In g lis , fo rm e r D e tro it 

housing d irec to r, exposed one o f 
the rea l estate in te res ts ’ fa vo rite  
tr ic k s  by quo ting  fro m  a le tte r 
b y  A r th u r  Bassett o f the D e tro it 
T ru s t Company to H u be rt Nelson 
o f the N a tiona l Real E state Board 
in which Bassett said tha t the 
case fo r  decontrol would be 
helped “ i f  we parade a few  sm all 
p rope rty  owners, a l i t t le  be­
draggled and run down at the 
heels, to show tha t contro ls were 
w o rk ing  hardships on the sm all 
owner.”

Ed T u rne r, president o f th e 1 
D e tro it branch o f the N a tiona l 
Association fo r  the Advancem ent] 
o f Colored People, said th a t 
Negroes would be hard h it  by 
decontro l because they ore I 
res tric ted  by  lim ite d  job* op- 
n o rtu n ities  and low er incomes. 
He blasted d isc rim ina tion  in the 
assignm ent p f pub lic  housing.

Labor in D e tro it has the power 
to h a lt the ren t gouge, hu t un­
fo rtu n a te ly , up to the present, 
the offic ia ldom  o f the union I 
movement has m ere ly ‘ made the 
record. The resp on s ib ility  fo r  th is  
rests upon the CIO  alliance w ith  
the Dem ocratic P a rt ':.

Tn the c ity  council, a m in o r ity  | 
o f councilmen n u t in office w ith  
CIO  support advocated a “ com­
prom ise”  solution. This consisted 
o f a recommendation th a t a 10%

rise be granted in ren ts on a ll 
dw e lling  un its , and th a t contro ls  
be taken o f f  tw o -fa m ily  dw ellings 
and lu x u ry  apartm ents. T h is  p ro ­
posal m ere ly convinced the land­
lo rds th a t there was no serious 
opposition to th e ir  greed.

Council President M ir ia n i, one 
o f the  CIO-backed po litic ians, said 
a fte r  the vote : “ Contro ls are o f f  
at the end o f the m onth, and the 
door is closed so fa r  as I  am 
concerned to any fu tu re  discus­
sion on the subject.”

R E U T IIE R  C LA M S  UP

W a lte r Reuther, head o f the 
U A W -C IO , had occasion to  speak 
tw ice on the rad io  d u rin g  the re n t 
contro l f ig h t. W hile  he had p len ty  
o f tim e fo r  a w h itew ash ing  o f the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  and its  ticke t, 
he couldn’ t  find a m inute  to 
devote to re n t con tro l. Governor 
W illiam s , touted by  the top  labor 
o ffic ia ls  as a “ fr ien d  o f la bo r”  
rejected a plea by State Senator 
Charles SK B londy fo r  a special

session o f the leg is la tu re  to 
impose a state ren t con tro l law .

In  the on ly m a jo r m idwestern 
c ity  where rents have been decon­
tro lled , M ilwaukee, i t  has been 
reported by  M ayo r Z e id le r th a t 
rents jum ped an average o f 25%. 
“ Rents fo r  moderate homes,”  he 
said, “ are fa r  beyond the means 
o f the o rd in a ry  w o rk ing  man. 
I t ’s not unusual fo r  land lords to  
demand $100 to $125 (a  m onth ) 
fo r  sm all, modest homes.”

On the heels o f the D e tro it re n t 
b low  came s t il l  another d irected 
against the w o rk in g  people: 
D e tro it S tree t R a ilw ay  fares have 
been raised a n icke l to 20c. a 
ride.

High Prices Stir 
Action in Ceylon

A mass cam paign aga inst h igh 
prices th rough the fo rm a tio n  o f 
local A c tion  Committees has been 
launched in Ceylon by the Lanka 
Sama Samaja P a rty . ,

f t 8,600 FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Pledge Paid Percent
Connecticut S 125 $ 137 110
Allentown 40 43 108
Cleveland 300 306 102
A kron 150 150 100
Boston 500 500 100
B u ffa lo 1,500 1,500 100
Chicago 1,500 1,500 100
P ittsbu rgh 40 40 100
St. Lm iis 50 50 100
Seattle 400 400 100
N ew ark 1,000 968 97
M inneapolis-S t. Paul 1,500 1,344 90
New Y o rk 4,500 4,000 89
F lin t 300 256 8o
Philadelph ia 350 298 86
San Francisco 900 748 83
D e tro it 2,113 1,638 78
Youngstown 400 240 60
Oakland 300 170 57
M ilwaukee 32S 180 55
Los Angeles 2,200 1,100 '50
General 150 379 253

T o ta l th rough Sept. 22 $18,600 $15,947 86


