
Hands Off Korean 
People’s Right To 
Detide Own Fate!

By John G. Wright
The “ calculated risk” taken by the American imperial­

ists in connection with the Korean events has at a single 
'stroke revealed their true character. They have acted in
a way th a t leaves no doubt about 71
th e ir  im m ediate and preda to ry 
aims. M eanwhile, o f course, they 
continue to mouth phrases about 
“ safeguard ing w orld  peace,”  “ de­
fend ing  the r ig h ts  o f sm all na­
tions aga inst aggression,”  “ ac t­
in g  to im plem ent U N ’s ceasefire 
order.”

Through the moves o f his 
puppet regim e in  N o rth  Korea, 
S ta lin  has supplied the cap ita lis t 
ru le rs  in th is  country w ith  the 

■desired pre text. They have eagerly 
seized upon i t  not on ly  to  force 
a showdown in Korea “ up to the 
.‘18th pa ra lle l,”  but also to  take 
sim ultaneously a whole number 
o f steps, summed up in T rum an ’s 
enunciation o f h is “ new fo re ign  
po licy”  fo r  the whole o f Asia. 
These new moves go fa r  beyond 
w hat they are already doing in 
Korea.

There A m erican a ir  and naval 
squadrons —  under M a cA rth u r .— 
are now engaged in com bat ac­
tions. I t  lias been o ffic ia lly  an­
nounced th a t no t on ly  N o rth  
Korean armed forces bu t a ll c ities 
occupied by them, wh ich n a tu ra lly  
includes the South Korean c iv ilia n  
population, w i l l  be considered as 
m il ita ry  ta rge ts  and bombed.

A s we go to  press, A P  dis­
patches rep o rt the f ir s t  landings 
o f U. S. ground detachments. 
P reviously announced was the 
establishm ent o f the f irs t  “ GHQ 
echelon”  on Korean soil and the 
appo intm ent o f B rig ad ie r General 
Church as head o f a ll the South 
Korean forces. A complete w ar 
censorship on a ll news about 
Korea fro m  Tokyo has been 
clamped down by M acA rthu r.

A ll th is  has been done w ith o u t 
the approval o f or even consulta­
tio n  w ith  Congress, le t alone the 
A m erican people as a whole.

But th is  w ar in  Korea, which 
some da ilies have in ad ve rten tly  
termed an “ il le g a lly  declared 
w a r,”  is  on ly  p a r t o f w hat the 
people oif th is  coun try  have been 
com m itted to by T rum an ’s decrees 
rn d  a rb itra ry  acts.

There is Form osa, a te r r ito ry  
on ly  yesterday acknowledged by 
the State D epartm ent its e lf  as 
outside U . S. ju r isd ic tio n , now 
encircled by Am erican naval 
un its.

There is the announcement o f 
“ more he lp ”  fo r  Indo - China, 
where the people are now f ig h t­
ing  arm s in  hand against the 
French colonial despots and th e ir  
puppet Bao Dai, and who are now 
to  be confronted also w ith  the 
fu l l  m ig h t o f A m erican m il ita ry  
in te rven tion .

There are the P h ilipp ines who 
are supposedly independent but 
over whom W ashington has now 
imposed w ha t am ounts to a m il i­
ta ry  pro tectorate.
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Not since the days when the old 
colonial powers rushed to dis­
member Asiatic territories, has 
any single power moved so ag­
gressively and with such force as 
hâve the American imperialists. 
In plain language, they are now 
openly making their bid to sup­
plant the old colonial powers as 
the unchallenged ruler of the Far 
Fast and to reimpose the system 
of colonial exploitation against 
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Truman Usurps Power, Pulls 
Country Into Undeclared War

Hear the Program of Socialism 
Over National Radio Networks
World Empire or World Socialism

Joseph Hansen, SWP Candidate for U. S. Senate 
ABC Network, Sat., July 15, 4-4:15 P.M. (EDT)

What Next for U. S. Labor?
Farrell Dobbs, SWP National Chairman 

Mutual Network, Sun., July 16, 11:15-11:30 P.M. 
(EDT)

The Socialist Program for America
Farrell Dobbs, SWP National Chairman 

CBS Network, Mon., July 17, 11:15-11:30 P.M. (EDT)
(Except WCBS, New York, which begins 11:45 P.M.)

HANSEN, B A R TEll HEAD 
NEW YORK SWP TICKET

NEW' YORK — Joseph Hansen, Associate Editor of 
The Militant, and Michael Bartell, New York City Organ­
izer of the Socialist Workers Party, will head the New 
Y ork  State SW P tic k e t in the fa l l  ^
ejections as candidates fo r  U n ited  
States Senator and Governor, 
respectively.

O ther candidates on the SWP 
ticke t, the New Y o i'k  State Com­
m ittee  announced, w ill be:

F o r L ieu tenant-G  o v e t n o r  :

JOSEPH H A N S E N

Michigan — and the national — 
labor movement must not be per­
mitted to evade its duty in this 
case on the ground that Patterson 
is being defended by the Stalinist- 
dominated Civil Rights Congress. 
What’s at stake in this case is a 
matter of elementary justice and 
of labor’s solidarity with the 
victims of Southern lynch law.

PATTERSON ARRESTED, 
WILL FIGHT EXTRADITION

Haywood Patterson, the most prominent of the Scotts- 
boro frame-up defendants, was arrested by FBI agents in 
Detroit on June 27.;He was held in the county ja il under
§10,000 bail, fo r  e x trad itio n  to® '
A labam a.

Patterson was firs t arrested in 
1931, together w ith  e igh t o ther 
N egro youths, on a trum ped-up 
rape charge. He was tr ie d  fo u r 
tim es, sentenced to  death three 
lim es, and to  75 years im p rison ­
ment in  the fo u rth  t r ia l .  A lthough  
the whole w orld  knew he was in ­
nocent, he remained in ja i l  fo r  
17 years.

Then, in  1948, he succeeded in 
escaping fro m  the he llish K ilb y  
Prison in A labam a. Since th a t 
tim e, he has been liv in g  under­
ground in the N o rth . La s t month, 
the s to ry  o f h is experiences, 
w r itte n  in  co llabora tion  w ith  E a rl 
Conrad, was published as a book,
Scottsboro Boy. I ts  account of 
to rtu re , b ru ta li ty  and»degradation 
shocked even a pub lic  -that was 
already aware o f the ho rrib le  
conditions in Southern prisons.

FA C E S  D E A T H
Anyone who read th a t book 

knows th a t P a tte rson ’s e x tra d i­
tion  to A labam a w il l  mean his 
certa in  m urder a t the hands o f 
the bru tes whose names and 
crimes he did no t hesitate to 
expose in  h is book.

Patterson announced through 
his law yer th a t he is  go ing to 
f ig h t against e x trad itio n . I t  is a 
sure th in g  th a t the A labam a 
au thorities , who regard  P atterson 
as a symbol, w i l l  exe rt every 
e f fo r t  to get h im  back in to  th e ir  
hands.

M ich igan is  the home o f a 
pow erfu l labor movement, which 
m ust now be aroused to  support 
P atterson ’s f ig h t fo r  freedom . The

Gladys Barker, a young fa c to ry  
w o rke r' and lead ing m em ber o f 
the L e n o x -F ifth  Avenue Tenants 
League in H arlem . She Was the 
p a r ty ’s candidate fo r  P resident o f 
the New Y o rk  C ity  Council in 
1949.

F o r C om ptro lle r: H a rry  R ing, 
fo rm e r shop steward o f Local 511, 
U A W -C IO , and SW P candidate 
fo r  com p tro lle r o f New Y ork  
C ity  la s t year.

H A N S E N  SPEECH
Joseph Hansen w ill fire the 

opening gun o f the campaign in 
a coast - to - coast broadcast on 
Ju ly  15 over the A B C  netw ork. 
He w ill present the views o f the 
SWP on fo re ign  policy, g iv in g  a 
M a rx is t analysis o f the Korean 
cris is  and defending the Yugoslav 
revo lu tion , which has offe red a 
progressive, socia list a lte rna tive  
to world im peria lism  and the 
counter - revo lu tiona ry  K rem lin .

The Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  
w ill present the  on ly  w o rk ing  
class ticke t in th is  election, irt op­
position to the ca p ita lis t p o li­
tica l machines and the cow ard ly 
labor leaders supporting  them. 
The S ta lin is t - dom inated A L P  is 
expected to g ive open o r ta c it 
support to the banker - po litic ian  
H e rbe rt Lehman, in line  w ith  the 
Progressive P a rty  decision to sup­
po rt “ progressive”  candidates of 
the old ca p ita lis t pa rties. In  any 
ease, the A L P  has ne ithe r the sup­
po rt o f the labor movement nor 
an a n ti-c a p ita lis t program , and 
w ill campaign fo r  its  own v a rie ty  
o f “ progressive c a p ita lis t”  w el­
fa re  state, and fo r  “ peace”  based 
on a deal between the State De­
pa rtm en t and the K rem lin .

BIG O B S TA C LE
This w i l l  be the second tim e the 

SWP is en tering  the guberna to ria l 
(Continued on page 4)

Rogge Defies Pressure, 
Speaks for Yugoslavia

NEW YORK, June 27 — Defy­
ing a frenzied Stalinist campaign 
to prevent, him from speaking, O. 
John Rogge, national committee 
member of the Progressive Party 
and prominent civil liberties 
lawyer, tonight addressed an 
enthusiastic audience of several 
hundred on his recent visit to 
Vugoslavia.

Kolandra Executed 
By Czeeli Stalinists

Zavis Kalandra, sentenced to 
death in the recent frame-up 
trial in Czechoslovakia, was 
executed on June 27, accord­
ing to an announcement by 
the Stalinist government in 
Prague. Kalandra was a news­
paperman who belonged to the 
Trotskyist movement for sev­
eral years before the war and 
was arrested and held in Nazi 
concentration camps for six 
years. After his liberation he 
joined the Czech Social Demo­
cratic Party. The Stalinists 
forced him to “confess” to 
being an “American spy” out 
of a “malicious hatred of the 
working class and socialism.”

Rogge had o r ig in a lly  been in ­
v ited  to make the speech by 
unanimous vote o f the W est Side 
Club o f the Young Progressives 
o f Am erica. The S ta lin is t leader­
ship o f thè club, despite the ir 
h o s tility  to Yugoslavia , had gone 
along w ith  the m otion fo r  lack of 
va lid  grounds to oppose it.

The respons ib ility  fo r  the o r­
ganization o f the m eeting was 
turned over to the m aker o f the 
m otion, E the l Peterson Weiss, a 
defender o f Yugoslavia , w ith  the 
obvious hope th a t the meeting 
would never m ateria lize . When 
they were in form ed several weeks 
la te r th a t Rogge had agreed to 
speak and a ha ll was secured, the 
S ta lin is ts  im m edia te ly sprang in to 
action to prevent Rogge from  
speaking.

C R A C K D O W N

The membership o f the club, 
which fo r some unaccountable 
reason had no t met fo r  several 
weeks, was h a s tily  summoned to 
an emergency membership meet­
ing, where one Joe K ay, a 
S ta lin is t hack from  the YPA 
County Com m ittee, la id down the 
line to the club. The decision to 
sponsor a m eeting fo r  Rogge on

Korea Crisis Used to Speed 
Police-State Plans at Home

By George Clarke
One man, President Harry Truman, acting without 

consultation or consent of Congress and in downright vio­
lation of the Constitution, has precipitated this country
into a full-scale war in Asia. One man. President Harry Truman, 
has committed the United States to warlike measures in Formosa, 
the Philippines and Indo-China in total disregard for the will of 
the peoples or the rights of sovereign nations in that part of the 
world. One man. President Harry Truman, has decided to gamble 
with the lives of the American people in a “calculated risk” which 
could lead to World War I I I .  As the conflict comes closer, the 
differences between the totalitarian methods of Truman and those 
of Stalin become harder to find. ---------------------------------------------------

Yugoslavia, he to ld  them, was an 
“ obvious ind ica tion  o f the p o li­
tica l im m a tu r ity  o f the club.”

A ll arrangem ents fo r  the moet- 
:ng- were to be canceled and 
Rogge should be extended an 
a lte rna tive  in v ita tio n  to address 
a m eeting in th e ir  own club room, 
on the subject o f w o rld  peace, not 
Yugoslavia . K ay t h e n  re ­
quested a m otion from  the flo o r 
th a t those responsible fo r  the 
organ ization o f the proposed 
m eeting be b rough t to  t r ia l and 
expelled as “ T ro ts k y ite  d is­
rup te rs ,”  in v io la tio n  o f the Y P A  
program .

On being in fo rm ed o f th is  ac­
tion , Rogge issued a sta tem ent to 
the press through M rs. W e’ss 
declaring, “ I regard i t  as a m a tte r 
o f p rinc ip le  to  hold the m eeting 
a t the scheduled tim e and p lace ...  
I f  any who disagree w ith  me wish 
in a dem ociatic m anner to debate 
any o f the issues I raise, I shall 
be de lighted to have them jo in  
me on the p la tfo rm .”

CP E FFO R TS  FLO P

A fte r  unsuccessful e ffo r ts  to 
pressure Rogge in to  changing his 
stand, the S ta lin is ts  then forced 

(Continued on Pace 4)

Presented w ith  these a rb itra ry , 
a u th o rita r ia n  acts o f the P res i­
dent, Congress abdicated com­
plete ly. su rrendering  its  sole 
r ig h t  over fo re ign  po licy and its  
power to declare w a r under the 
US C onstitu tion . The representa­
tives o f the two W a ll S treet 
parties fe ll over themselves to 
rubber-stam p T rum an ’s w a r in 
the O rient.

A few  questions were asked by 
iso la tion is t Republican Senators. 
They wanted to  know w hether 
'Iru m an  has “ arrogated to h im ­
se lf the a u th o rity  o f declaring 
w a r” ; whether he should not have 
consulted w ith  Congress before 
ordering  the N a vy  and the A ir  
Force to  support the South 
Koreans. The questions were 
brushed aside by Senator Lucas, 
Dem ocratic Senatoria l w h ip. T ru ­
m an’s unprecedented moves were 
presented as the most norm al and 
custom ary o f actions. In  any 
case, they were taken, said 
Lucas, to prevent w a r!

Congress then moved pe ll-m e ll 
to reverse its  position on the 
peacetime d ra ft.  In  the o rig in a l 
b ill passed in the House a m onth 
ago, the P resident was restra ined 
from  inducting  conscripts u n til 
Congress had declared a na tiona l 
emergency. Th is re c tr ic tlo n  was 
th row n in the wastebasket fir  
Congress passed a new b il l ex­

tend ing the d ra ft  fo r  another year 
and g ra n tin g  T rum an a u th o r ity  
to ca ll the N a tiona l Guard and 
reserve forces in to  active du ty.

The N . Y. T im es correspondent 
termed these “ powers unpre­
cedented fo r  the C h ie f E xecu tive 
except in w a rtim e .”  They were 
adopted by the House w ith o u t the 
ask ing  o f any questions and w ith ­
out opposition speeches, w ith  
c n ly  fo u r  votes being cast 
against» The Senate vote was 
unanimous.

W ith  the s team ro lle r m oving 
w ith  frenzied ra p id ity  on such 
fa te fu l questions as fo re ign  po licy, 
w a r and peace, Am erican w orkers 
have reason to be concerned over 
the fa te  o f c iv i l r ig h ts , over the 
r ig h ts  and independence o f the 
trade union movement. The f irs t  
casualty o f the w a r aga inst 
“ to ta lita r ia n is m ”  has been demo* 
cracy in our own country.

Since the proc lam ation three 
years ago o f the T rum an D octrine 
which launched the cold w ar, 
A m erica is being s tead ily  tra n s ­
form ed in to  a police state. 
“ L o y a lty ”  purges and w itch - 
hun ting  have become common­
place, da ily  occurrences, g ra du a lly  
encompassing a ll fields, fro m  gov­
ernm ent service, the schools and 
un ive rs ities  to p r iva te  em ploy­
ment. The F B I is being b u ilt  up 

(Continued on page 3)

What Would Happen to Jefferson Today ?
By Albert Parker

W hat would happen to  Thomas 
Jefferson, the au thor o f the De­
c la ra tion  o f Independence which 
is commemorated on Ju ly  4, i f  he 
were here on Ju ly  4, 1950?

This in tr ig u in g  question was 
•raised no t by us b u t by  Learned 
Hand, ch ie f judge o f the U . S. 
C ourt o f Appeals, which is now 
considering the appeal o f the 11 
S ta lin is t leaders convicted under 
the S m ith  A c t la s t year.

Judge Hand said he was 
troubled about the governm ent’s 
contention th a t the defendants 
had no t been convicted fo r  th e ir  
beliefs. He said he had grave 
doubts th a t the case conform ed 
tc the “ clear and present danger" 
decisions.

F o r example, he said, what 
about 18th cen tury “ libe ra ls  or 
democrats”  who conspired to over­
th row  the governm ent i f  i t  “ got 
oppressive enough” ? W ould the 
S m ith  A c t app ly to such people?

How about Thomas Jefferson, 
who “ again and again in his 
encyclicals advocated the p ro p rie ty  
o f ove rth row ing  a government, 
tha t had become u tte r ly  o ffen ­
sive”  —  would he have come 
under the provisions o f the Sm ith 
A c t?

L A M E  A N S W E R
The governm ent a tto rney was 

embarrassed by these questions. 
The on ly  answer he could th in k  
o f was th a t “ Jefferson was a man 
who had lived under an oppressive 
governm ent,”  and n a tu ra lly  he 
would never th in k  o f advocating 
the r ig h t  to re vo lt aga inst a gov­
ernm ent like  the present one, etc.

Judge Hand raised the ques­
tion . b u t he didn ’t  answer i t  
e ither. So we’d be tte r give 'our 
own answer independently.

There is absolutely no room fo r 
question about w hat would happen 
to  Jefferson i f  he were alive today 
and acted as he had in  1776.

advocate”  the r ig h t  o f revo lu tion  
(as the charge reads against the 
v ic tim s o f the S m ith  A c t)  - v  he 
actua lly  advocated th a t r ig h t  in 
the Declara tion o f Independence, 
which said tha t “ i t  is the r ig h t 
of the people to a lte r o r  to  
abolish”  any fo rm  o f governm ent 
th a t becomes destructive  o f the 
r ig h ts  o f life , lib e r ty  and the p u r­
su it o f happiness. And he not only 
advocated the r ig h t  o f revo lu tion  
—  he practiced i t  too.

W O U LD  BE IN D IC T E D
Jefferson would sure ly  be in - 

d eted under the S m ith  A c t to ­
day, tr ie d  and sent to prison, ju s t 
as the 18 T ro ts k y is t defendants 
in  the M inneapolis case were fo r  
the fa r  lesser “ crim e”  o f m erely 
advocating M a rx is t ideas.

W ith  his ideas, even i f  he weren’t  
imprisoned, he would be unable 
to sign a “ lo y a lty ”  oath and he 
would not q u a lify  fo r  the most 
humble job in  the most un-

He d idn ’t  m ere ly  “ conspire to I im p o rtan t departm ent any fed-

eral, state or m unicipa l agency .— 
let alone fo r  the posts o f Secre­
ta ry  o f State, Ambassador to 
France, V ice-President and P resi­
dent, which he held at one tim e 
o r another.

W ith  his ideas, i t  would be im ­
possible fo r  h im  to  ge t nom inated 
as jus tice  o f the peace on the 
ticke t o f the Dem ocratic P a rty  
w'hich he founded.

W ith  h is ideas, the au thor o f 
the D eclara tion o f Independence 
would be barred fro m  any job  as 
a s c r ip t-w r ite r  in Hollywood.

He would find i t  v ir tu a lly  im ­
possible to go t h is w r it in g s  p r in t ­
ed anywhere except in the rad ica l 
press w ith  its  lim ite d  c ircu la tion .

H is pa rty , or any o ther organ­
iza tion  he form ed, would qu ick ly  
find its e lf  on the “ subversive”  
b lack lis t.

I f  he los t h is income, he would 
find  i t  d iff ic u lt  to  gel) a job, 
especially as the o ffice r o f a 
union —  fo r  example, the News­
paper G uild. In  some states, his

UN EXPOSED AS TOOL 
OF US IN KOREAN WAR

Five years ago the United Nations came into being 
in San Francisco. It  was hailed in Moscow and in Wash­
ington — and by the Stalinists the world over — as the 
“ g re a t in s tru m en t o f peace,”  the t>~

la d ica l views would be cited as a 
p re tex t to deny h im  a s ta rva tion  
re lie f allowance.

He would be under . constant, 
surve illance by  the F B I. I l is  te le ­
phone w-ould be tapped, his 
speeches recorded a t public meet­
ings, his neighbors g rille d .

W O U LD  BE A N  O U TC A S T
In short, he would be regarded 

by the governm ent and a ll the 
cap ita lis t in s titu tio n s  not as a 
national hero but as a semi- 
pariah. as a second-class c itizen 
at the ve ry  best.

I t  was a good th in g  fo r  the ' 
revo lu tion  o f 1776 th a t Jefferson 
l:ved then ra th e r than now, be­
cause he had b ig  con tribu tions to 
make- to  th a t revo lu tion . In  a 
personal sense too, maybe i t  was 
a good th in g  fo r  h im  th a t h e ’lived 
then ra th e r than now.

(See W illia m  E. Bohannan’s 
column, The F o u rth  o f Ju ly , on 
Page 4.)

“ ha rb inge r o f w o rld  governm ent.”
Today, the same U nited N ations 

is no th ing hu t the catspaw o f US 
im peria lism , lending its  prestige 
and a ju d ic ia l cover to T rum an ’s 
w ar in Korea. W ith  ha rd ly  a 
m oment’s hesita tion , the Security 
C ounc il,, save the vote o f Y ugo­
slavia wh ich demanded an in ­
dependent investiga tion , accepted 
(he US resolution condemning 
N o rth  Korea as the aggressor. I ts  
next move revealed even more 
c learly  tha t the UN has no in ­
dependent character o f its  own.

F irs t  T rum an ^ordered th a t the 
a ir  force and the navy proceed to 
Korea o n ' a m il ita ry  m ission. 
Then the A m erican delegate ap­
plied to the U N  fo r  the adoption 
r.f collective sanctions. The 
method le f t  no doubt as to  who 
was issu ing orders in the U N . 
The action o f the S ecurity  Coun­
c il, over the opposition o f Y ug o ­
slavia, in p ro m p tly  endorsing the 
S tate .D epartm ent’s proposal con­
firm ed the subservient sta tus o f 
the U N  to the h ilt .

The K re m lin  is shouting tha t 
Southern Korea was the real ag­
gressor, tha t the co llective sanc­
tions reso lution vio lated the UN  
charte r. These are m atters o f 
sm all moment to  the masses o f 
the w orld . I t  is possible th a t 
S ta lin ’s Korean’s puppets fired  
the firs t shot, ju s t as the K rem lin  
once invaded F in land and now 
threatens Yugoslavia . E qua lly  
possible is th a t our own Brass 
Hats p lotted to provoke the in ­

cident ju s t as Roosevelt m aneuver­
ed to provoke the a ttack on Pearl 
H arbor. The Korean explosion 
was im p lic it  in  the cold w a r; the 
behavior o f the U N  a logica l 
outcome o f its  whole evolution.

The o rig in a l and rea l basis on 
which the U N  was founded was a 
p a rtit io n  o f the wor(d between 
the K rem lin  and W ashington. In  
th is  d iv is ion o f spheres o f in f lu ­
ence US im peria lism  and the 
K re m lin  autocrats tram pled on the 
r ig h ts  o f sm all nations. A  tem ­
po rary  arrangem ent, th a t s itu a ­
tion  a ltered w ith  the change in  
the re la tionsh ip  o f forces. US im ­
peria lism  is no longer w ill in g  to 
share conqueror’s r ig h ts  w ith  the 
Soviet bureaucracy —  i t  wants 
the sole monopoly. The U N  m ere ly  
m irro rs  th is  change. I ts  actions 
make i t  possible to assess the 
en o rm ity  o f S ta lin ’s betraya ls, 
not the least o f w h ich were his 
th ieves’ arrangem ents w ith  W a ll 
S tree f th rough the U N  and his 
poisonous propaganda th a t th a t 
o rgan iza tion  was an “ in s tru m en t 
o f peace.”

Y U G O S LA V  S T A N D
One nation alone refused to  be 

a tool o f e ithe r o f the tw o  b ig  
power blocs in th e ir  sharpest co l­
lis ion  since the beg inn ing o f the 
cold war.  Y ugoslav ia ’s princ ip led  
stand fo r  peace and aga inst the 
US reso lu tion was an act o f g re a t 
courage. I t  is  in  constant p e ril 
o f a ttack  by the K re m lin  o r its  
sate llites. A t  the very m om ent 
the Yugoslav representa tive  cast 
the sole opposition vote in  the 
U N , there were reports  o f B u l­
ga rian  troop movements on Y ugo­
s lav ia ’s border.

A lthough the Yugoslavs have 
not ye t drawn the necessary con­
clusions about the reactionary  
ro le o f the U N , they have once 
again made good on th e ir  prom ise 
to yie ld  to the pressures o f 
ne ither im peria lism  nor the 
K rem lin .
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The Demand for 'Neutrality' in Europe
By Ernest Germain

The cry  fo r  a neutra l Europe 
which is raised in bourgeois 
c ircles is no th ing more than a 
b lackm ail maneuver toward A m er­
ican im peria lism . The European 
cap ita lis ts  are a fra id  o f being 
crushed between the supreme 
powers o f the U n ited States and 
the Soviet U nion. They fea r tha t 
an atom ic w ar w i l l  s ta rt w ith  the 
complete destruction o f th e ir  fac ­
to ries  end accumulated wealth. 
They know tha t they cannot keep 
pace w ith  the present arm am ent 
race o f the B ig  Tw o and tha t 
th e ir  capacity to  defend them ­
selves declines more and more 
instead o f recovering.

B u t precise ly fo r  th is  ve ry  same 
reason the "n e u tra lity ”  they are 
shouting  fo r  is a fake  n e u tra lity  
In  the contest o f power between 
the U S A  and the USSR, European 
cap ita lis ts  cannot be neu tra l, be­
cause th e ir  fa te  as a class is linked 
to the fa te  o f Am erican im p e ria l­
ism.

T H R E E  GROUPS
E n tire ly  d iffe re n t are the 

movements in  fa v o r o f a n e u tra l­
iza tion  o f Europe developing 
m ore and more in  p e tty  bourgeois 
and in te llec tua l circles. These are 
genuine movements o f re v o lt o f 
the p e tty  bourgeoisie against the

present s tate o f w o rld  a ffa irs , the 
cold w ar, the deadlock between the 
b ig  powers, the m ounting  reac­
tion  and lack o f any constructive 
perspective. Three d i f f e r e n t  
groups have recen tly  come out in  
fa vo r o f a ne u tra l Europe ; P ro­
gressive in te llectua ls , lik e  Claude 
B ourdet and Jean - Paul S artre  
(B ourde t made a speech in  fa vo r 
o f a neu tra l Europe a t the NeW 
Y ork  fo rum  o f The N a tion  in May 
1950); c ryp to -S ta lin is ts , like  G il­
be rt de Chambrun, leader o f the 
“ progressive Catholics”  and m em ­
ber o f the French House o f 
Representatives, and P ie tro  Nenni, 
leader o f the S ta lino id  Socia list 
P a rty  o f I ta ly ;  in te llec tua ls  who 
broke w ith  S ta lin ism  on the 
Yugoslav issue lik e  Jean Cassou 
and Louis M a rtin -C hau ffie r.

I t  m ig h t seem su rp ris in g  th a t 
one and the same fo rm u la  could 
be used as a common po litica l 
denom inator by p o lit ic a lly  d ive r­
gent group ings. In  re a lity , th is  is 
a common fea tu re  o f m iddle class 
po litics. D u rin g  the German oc­
cupation the "resistance move­
m ent”  was a s im ila r common 
denom inator fo r  d ive rgen t ten- 
dences, each o f which filled  th a t 
notion w ith  its  own content. In  
the same w ay today “ n e u tra lity ”  
means som ething e n tire ly  d if-

fe re n t to  the three group ings 
mentioned above.

For the progressives, it means 
independence o f the B ig  Two, 
c learing  o f the atmosphere by 
se ttlin g  accounts w ith  red -ba iting  
and S ta lin is t hyste ria . For the 
c ryp to -S ta lin is ts  i t  means p ro v id ­
ing vac illa tin g  forces inside the 
Am erican camp w ith  a convenient 
bridge to cross over to  the op­
posite side. F o r the people who 
recently broke w ith  S ta lin ism , 
“ n e u tra lity ”  means g e ttin g  qu ie tly  
out o f the Russian camp w ithou t 
crossing over in to  the camp of 
Am erican im peria lism .

PRO G RESSIVE SIGN
There is som eth ing fundam en­

ta lly  hea lthy and progressive in 
th is  sudden discovery o f the 
v irtues  o f n e u tra lity  by the E u ro ­

pean  m iddle classes; they are 
becoming increas ing ly  aware of 
the hopelessness o f a ll po litics  
centered around the cold war. 
They understand th a t Europe is 
doomed under cap ita lism ; th a t 
Am erican c h a r ity  can never lead 
to rea l economic recovery; th a t 
S ta lin ism  is incapable o f leading 
the con tinent tow ards socialism. 
They gf-ope fo r  some in te rna tiona l 
solution out o f the m any con flic ts  
and con trad ic tions wh ich have

brought i^bout the present state 1 
o f a ffa irs .

B ut there is a basic and fa ta l 
f la w  in the so lu tion  which they 
propose: th e ir  idea o f n e u tra lity  
is a notion o f passive w ith d ra w a l 
from  w orld  po litics , and there fore  
hopelessly utopian. The g row ing  
re vo lt in  the colonies involves 
European cap ita lis ts  deeper and 
deeper in the cold w a r on the side 
o f Am erican im peria lism . Europe 
cannot become independent from  
the Am erican camp w ith o u t m ak­
ing its  own colonies independent 
fro m  Europe.

But th is  involves not on ly w ith ­
d raw a l from  im p eria lis t p o litic s ; 
it means also active support o f 
the colonial peoples against the 
attem pts o f Am erican im peria lism  
to become the successor to the 
old European masters in the 
colonies. The figh t fo r  a “ ne u tra l”  
Europe th e re b y 1 au tom atica lly  
becomes a figh t against reaction 
everywhere in  the w orld , in  the 
f irs t place a fig h t against A m e ri­
can im p e ria lism !

SCAR ED OF IM P L IC A T IO N S
I t  is the re fo re  no accident th a t 

the m ost verbose defenders o f the 
idea o f “ n e u tra lity ,”  scared by the 
revo lu tiona ry  im p lica tions o f th a t 
idea, shy aw ay to lam e apologies

fo r  na tiona l and in te rna tiona l 
class co llabora tion and concilia­
tion . They urgfe the constitu tion  
o f coa lition  governm ents inc lud ing 
the CP in W estern Europe and 
some “ dem ocratic forces”  in the 
Eastern European countries. Even 
some o f the more advanced in ­
te llectua ls  like  Jean Cassou, who 
has been p u ttin g  up a courageous 
fig h t fo r  Y ugoslavia  and against 
S ta lin is t slanders, conceives a 
“ ne u tra l”  Europe on ly in the 
fram ew ork  o f a “ loya l collabora­
tion  o f the G reat Powers inside 
the U N .”

This nostalg ia fo r  the w artim e 
honeymoon between Am erican 
im peria lism  and the Soviet 
bureaucracy comes s t ra ig h t  out 
o f a dream world . The real world 
o f today is a w orld  o f g row ing 
contrad ictions between s o c i a l  
classes and w orld  powers. A ll 
r tte m p ts  to solve the problems 
posed by these g row ing  con trad ic­
tions by tak in g  the road o f con­
c ilia tio n  can on ly lead to  fa ilu re .

To th is  conservative idea o f 
n e u tra lity , based on the status 
quo and class co llabora tion , the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l counterposes 
the revo lu tiona ry  idea o f w o rk ing  
class po litics  independent fro m  
W a ll S treet and the K rem lin . B ut 
independence fro m  the B ig  Two

does no t a t a ll mean “ n e u tra lity ”  
in  the class s trugg le ! On the con­
tra ry , independent w o rk in g  class 
po litics  in Europe means today the 
s trugg le  fo r  the S oc ia lis t U n ited  
States o f Europe and fo r  com­
plete independence o f the colonial 
peoples, i.e. an a n ti- im p e ria lis t, 
revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  on a w orld  
scale. O nly such a s trugg le  can 
accelerate the decomposition of 
the im p e ria lis t and the S ta lin is t 
“ blocs”  by s tim u la tin g  the fo rm a ­
tion  o f po w e rfu l revo lu tiona ry  
w o rk in g  class organizations.

This is a precondition fo r  
p u ttin g  an end to the cold w ar 
and ta k in g  the shooting w a r o f f  
the agenda a ltoge ther. I t  means 
rep lac ing  the perspective o f w a r 
by the perspective o f w o rld  revo­
lu tion . I t  means so lv ing  a ll the 
b u rn ing  problem s o f today arid 
no t t ry in g  to escape fro m  them. 
This is the p rogram  o f the E uro ­
pean revo lu tion is ts  which m ust 
be p a tie n tly  expla ined to  the 
m iddle class forces, t ry in g  to  find 
a w ay out o f the present chaos. 
And w inn ing  over to ' i t s  side the 
best elements o f these forces is 
one o f the tasks fo r  the  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  vanguard ,on the road o f 
bu ild ing  mass pa rties  o f the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a l.

EXTRA PUSH NEEDED TO 
FULFILL MILITANT FUND 
DY JULY 15 DEADLINE

By Reba Aubrey
Fund Cam paign M anager

“ The comrades in F lin t  were prepared fo r a s tr ike  
“  ’Stead o f overtim e hours (w h ich we don’t lik e ),
“ B ut our labor pains sha ll b r in g  I 'a r ty  gains
“ So we’re topp ing  our quota w ith  th is  much needed hike.”

F lin t ’s “ h ike”  o f $25 shot them«*-
over th e ir  goal —  to 121%. 
“ W e’re no t th rough  y e t!”  says 
Comrade Genora. She apologizes 
fo r  the poem, saying i t ’s “ corny 
bu t s ix  o f us comrades go t a k ick  
ou t o f m aking i t  up.”  .
-  They say th e ir  poem is corny;

We beg to disagree,
A poem th a t’s backed by green­

backs
Is a poem o f h igh degree.
West V irg in ia  came in  w ith  

100% th is  week, jo in in g  the “ B ig  
F o u r”  a t the top o f the score- 
board and w in n in g  one o f the 
M il ita n t Chorus records to  be 
awarded to the f irs t  ten branches 
com ple ting th e ir  quotas 100%.

Chicago and Connecticut are 
nearing the fin ish  line, both w ith  
86%. A no the r $50 w il l  p u t Chi­
cago over, on ly $5 fo r  Con­
necticut. Does anyone w an t to

‘Welfare State’ — Or Socialism? (Part II)

How National Income Is Divided
By Art Preis

A ltho ug h  .the phrase ^ itse lf had not ye t been coined, i t  was in 
1933 th a t the Dem ocratic a d m in is tra tio if launched its  “ w e lfa re  sta te ,”  
under the name o f the “ New Deal.”  Le t us see, there fore , w ha t 
k ind  o f w e lfa re  and security  the m a jo r ity  o f the Am erican people 
now enjoy a fte r  17 years o f the New D e a l-F a ir D ea l-W elfa re  State.

A  recent series o f tra g ic  events symbolizes the rea l state o f 
w e lfa re . In  Novem ber and December 1949, reports  seeped fro m  
sunny A rizo na  and C a lifo rn ia  th a t hundreds o f babies o f fa rm  w o rk ­
ers were dy ing  o f S T A R V A T IO N . In  one A rizona  fa rm  labo r camp, 
over 100 in fa n ts  and ch ild ren were found  close to death fro m  w ha t 
the  o ffic ia ls  chose to ca ll “ m a ln u tr it io n .”  S h o rtly  the re a fte r, fro m  
the fe r t i le  San Joaquin V a lle y  in  C a lifo rn ia , came the substantia ted 
rep o rts  o f 28 in fa n t deaths by s ta rva tion .

W a n t am idst p len ty  is one o f the cha racte ris tic  fea tu res o f cap i­
ta lism . The s ta rva tio n  conditions in  A rizo na  and C a lifo rn ia  occurred 
w h ile  the T rum an governm ent had fo u r  b illio n  do lla rs w o rth  o f 
“ su rp lus”  commodities, m a in ly  food o f a ll varie ties , stored aw ay in  
g roan ing  warehouses, id le box-cars and ships, and even in  caves.

T rum an ’s Secretary o f A g r ic u ltu re  B rannan proposed to  dye 
25 m illio n  bushels o f “ su rp lus”  potatoes blue and sell them  fo r  
hog-feed and fe r t i l iz e r  a t 1 cent a bushel. The governm ent “ d is­
posed”  o f 1,120,000 bags o f potatoes to  fasc is t Spain fo r  a penny 
a bag. The fasc is ts  were glad, said one colum nist, “ no t so much 
because o f the cheap potatoes, b u t because o f the bags, w h ich  were 
w o rth  30 cents apiece in  Spain.”

T h is  con trast o f s ta rv in g  Am erican babies and b illion s  o f 
pounds o f food being w ithhe ld , destroyed or shipped to  fascists, ex­
presses the rea l essence o f T rum an 's c a p ita lis t “ w e lfa re  sta te .”

One Out of Three in Want
B u t hunger am idst p len ty  is no t the lo t alone o f a few  hun­

dred thousand fa rm  laborers. Long years a fte r  Roosevelt procla im ed 
h is  “ New Deal”  fo r  “ one-th ird  o f a nation . . . ill-housed, ill-c la d , 
ill-nou rished ,”  one out o f every three Am erican fa m ilie s  rem ains 
in  o u tr ig h t want.

T h is  is the s ta r t lin g  fa c t revealed la s t year by the Congression­
a l Jo in t Com m ittee on the Economic R eport in  its  study, “ Low- 
Income F am ilies  and Economic S ta b ility .”  Here is the state o f w e l­
fa re  they found in  1948, before the  more recent rise  o f mass un­
em ploym ent:

“ N e a rly  16 m illio n , o r one-th ird  o f a ll fam ilies  and ind iv idua ls  
in  the U n ited  States, received incomes under $2,000 (a ye a r), and 
8 m illio ns  o f these received incomes under $1,000. . . The 10 m il­
lio n  fam ilies  hav ing  incomes under $2,000 represent 32 m illio n  pe r­
sons.”  A no the r 7.9 m illio n  fa m ilie s  had incomes o f between $2,000 
and $3,000; and 8 m illio n  go t between $3,000 and $4,000.

T h is  same Congressional re p o rt f ix e d  “ the m in im um  budget 
necessary fo r  a fa m ily  o f fo u r persons”  a t more than $3,200 a year, 
as estim ated in  1947 by the U. S. Bureau o f Labor S ta tis tics . Th is 
m in im um  budget allowed fo r  no luxu ries , no savings, no m edical ex­
penses fo r  a m a jo r illness. Back in  M arch 1946, before the b iggest 
leap in  postw ar prices, the Senate Education and Labor Com m ittee 
reported : “ Even the inadequate m aintenance budget developed fo r  
fa m ilie s  on work* re l ie f  would cost $1,700 a t cu rre n t prices.”

Thus, o f the 38.5 m illio n  Am erican fam ilies  in 1948, the lowest 
th ird  had incomes no be tte r, and in  most cases worse, than a re lie f 
m aintenance budget d u rin g  the prew ar depression. O f the next 
th ird , h a lf were below the borderline o f the m in im um  standard fo r 
decency and health and the o ther h a lf were barely able to  keep 
fro m  s lipp ing  below.

The Growth of Unemployment
The th re a t o f mass unem ploym ent has been w ith  us since the 

end o f the w ar. O n ly  b r ie f ly ,  in  the fa l l  o f 1948, d id  unem ploym ent 
f a l l  below 2 m illio n . T h is  enabled T rum an, in  h is  Jan. 1949 “ state 
o f the un ion”  speech, to boast o f '‘“ m axim um  em ploym ent.”

H is  boast was sho rt-lived . U nem ploym ent g rew  to  an average 
o f 3.5 m illio n  in  the la s t h a lf  o f 1949, reaching ne a rly  5 m illio n  in  
F eb ru a ry  1950, according to the governm ent’s own conservative 
figu res .

In  1949, more than  7 m illio n  w orkers were forced ,to collect 
unem ploym ent compensation sometime d u rin g  the year. Since a 
th ird  o f a ll wage earners are n o t “ covered”  by the compensation 
law , i t  is  safe to  say th a t  th a t no t less than  10 to  11 m illio n  w o rk ­
ers suffered some jobless period du rin g  la s t year.

H ow  did the “ w e lfa re  sta te ”  provide fo r  them ? M illio n s  g o t no 
aid a t a ll. F o r those who collected unem ploym ent compensation, 
T rum an adm itted  in  h is A p r i l  6 message to  Congress, “ weekly 
bene fits  averaged on ly  $20 —  n o t enough to  preserve a m in im um  
standard o f liv in g .”

T rum an proposed to  add an average o f on ly  $4 a week to the 
present $20. T h is  proposed $24 would equal about $14.20 in  1939 —
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LESS than  a W P A  re lie f wage! H e also said th a t the  “ bene fit 
pe riod”  should be extended in  a ll states to  26 weeks.

The s lig h t im provem ents T rum an proposed were p rom ptly  
pigeonholed by his own fo llow ers  in  Congress. Even i f  they were 
passed, they would s t i l l  hold ou t on ly a bleak and m iserable e x is t­
ence fo r  the jobless under T rum an ’s “ W e lfa re  S tate.”

Conditions of the Employed Workers
H ow  do the A m erican w orkers fa re  when they do have jobs?
A t  a recent convention o f business men in  A t la n t ic  C ity , T ru ­

m an’s Secretary, o f Commerce Sawyer boasted th a t average hour­
ly  money earnings o f m a n u fa c tu rin g  production w orkers  rose from  
63 cents in  1938 to  $1.39 in  Novem ber 1949. These fig u re s  conceal 
the rea l s ta te  o f a ffa irs .

A  M arch 23, 1950, U n ited  Press analysis o f Labor D e pa rt­
m ent wage figu res  reveals th a t w h ile  the average w o rke r’s weekly 
pay check increased from  $23.86 in  1939 to  $54.94 in  1949, “ his 
buy ing  power has climbed only 35%.”  Due to  h igher taxes and 
prices, the average w o rke r’s wage “ boiled down to on ly $32.17 in 
term s o f 1939 purchasing power. . . the rea l increase over the 
10-year span was on ly $8.31.”

B u t to ge t th is  35% increase in  rea l wages, the w orkers had to 
increase the cou n try ’s ou tpu t o f goods and services 65% in  10 years. 
Thus, the  w o rkers ’ share o f the na tiona l ou tpu t and w ea lth  has 
declined. Labo r is g e ttin g  a sm alle r and sm alle r slice o f w h a t i t  
produces.

Federal Reserve Board figu res  show the share o f wage and 
sa la ry  w orkers in the na tiona l production declined from  54% in 
1944, to  52.4% in  1946, to  51.9% in  1948. A s a share o f the na tiona l 
income, wages and salaries fe ll from  72.7% in 1933, to  62.9% in 
1944, 61.2% in  1946 and only 59% in  1& 8 .

M oreover, the trend o f wage raises has been s tead ily  down­
w ard since the 1946 postw ar s tr ik e  wave netted average gains o f 
17 cents an hour fo r  those who won increases. In  1947, i t  was 
13 cents; in  1948, 10 cents. La s t year i t  was on ly one cent. M ost 
unions, outside the coal m iners, settled fo r  p a lt ry  in d u s tr ia l pen­
sions, w h ich  on ly  a fe w  w orkers w i l l  even tua lly  ever collect, and 
waived im m edia te wage raises.

The sm all money wage gains in the postwar years were won 
en tire ly  by b it te r  s tr ik e  strugg les, w h ile  the “ w e lfa re  sta te”  ad­
m in is tra tio n  used a ll its  powers to  prevent o r w h ittle  down wage 
increases.

Capitalists Can Be Grateful
One group, however, has every reason to  be g ra te fu l to  the 

“ w e lfa re  sta te ,”  a lthough the y  assail i t  m ost loud ly. These are the 
p ro fite e ring  cap ita lis ts , p a r tic u la r ly  the monopolists.

T rum an was ju s tifie d  in  com pla in ing about th e ir  in g ra titu d e  
when he said on M ay 12, 1950, th a t “ governm ent action du rin g  the 
las t 17 years has been the sa lva tion  o f p riva te  business in  th is  
country and has strengthened the p riva te  enterprise ( p ro f i t )  sys­
tem. . . ”

In  1939, reported corpora te p ro fits  to ta lled  $5 b illio n  a fte r  
taxes and reserves. D u rin g  the w a r they doubled. B y  1948, they 
soared to  $21.2 b illio n  —  a ga in o f m ore than 400% in  nine years. 
In  1949, they dipped to $17.2 b illio n ; b u t in  the f i r s t  qu a rte r o f 
1950, p ro fits  o f 508 lead ing corpora tions averaged a 6%  increase 
over the 1949 period.

The corpora tions are m aking  b igger p ro fits  w ith  sm alle r o u t­
put. The A p r i l  29 Business Week observed th a t a lthough “ p ro fits  
are com fo rtab ly  above las t year. . . Y et the Federal Reserve Board’s 
index o f in d u s tr ia l production averaged only 182 in the f i r s t  three 
m onths o f 1950, compared w ith  188 in  the  same period la s t year.”

Ill Fares the Land
I t  is  prec ise ly  d u rin g  the  period o f the "w e lfa re  state,”  and 

p a r tic u la r ly  its  w a r, th a t m onopoly g ro w th  has reached its  fas tes t 
pace. The Senate Sm all Business Com m ittee re p o rt, “ Economic 
Concentration in  W orld  W ar I I , ”  revealed th a t “ the re la tive  im ­
portance o f b ig  business, p a r tic u la r ly  the g ia n t corporations, in ­
creased sha rp ly  d u rin g  th e ,w a r. . . ”  The 250 la rge s t corpora tions 
wound up the w a r w ith  $39.6 b illio n  in  fa c ilit ie s , o r a lm ost as much 
as a ll 75,000 m a n u fac tu ring  corpora tions had held before the w ar.

W ords th a t a p tly  describe A m erica  today were penned back in  
the 18th C entu ry  by  the  B r it is h  poet, O live r G oldsm ith :

“ 111 fa res the land, to hasten ing il ls  a prey,
“ W here w ea lth  accumulates, and men decay.”

When we see monopolies fa tte n in g  as never before on the to il 
o f the people, who are tossed mere crusts when they are unem­
ployed o r too o ld ; when we see p ro fits  swell fo u rfo ld  in  a decade, 
w h ile  the wage-earners get an ever-sm aller share o f w ha t they 
produce —  when we see these th ings, w hat sha ll we ca ll the gov­
ernm ent tha t has produced them ? A  “ w e lfa re  hta te”  o r an IL L -  
F A R E D  state?

(N e x t W eek: C iv il R igh ts  and the W elfa re  S tate)

For a Wonderful Vacation
come to

M OUNTAIN SPRING CAMP
In  the fo o th ills  o f the Pocono M ountains

RECREATION SPORTS EDUCATION 
DELICIOUS FOOD LOW RATES

F o r reservations w r ite  to 
Mgr., Mountain Spring Camp 

RD No. 1, W ashington,» N . J.
Phone: W ashington 1352

Letters from 
Our Readers
Norman Thomas and 
The SP Convention
E d ito r:

.The account o f the Socia list 
P a rty  convention by Comrade 
George B re itm an in the June 12 
M il ita n t  would appear to be in 
the m ain, qu ite  objective and 
pra isew orthy.

On several m atters , however, 
B re itm an would have done be tte r 
to  examine his fac ts  more clearly. 
Norm an Thomas’ decision no t to 
xun fo r  P resident in  1952 was 
made sho rtly  a fte r  the 1948 elec­
tion , wh ich, in fa c t, he entered 
on ly under the greatest pressure 
by the SP m embership. E very  
Socia list was aware o f th is  long 
before the D e tro it  convention, as 
M r. B re itm an would have been i f  
he read N orm an ’s speeches.

N ext, I  m ust p o in t ou t th a t 
“ u n ity ”  w ith  (surrender to ) the 
Social Dem ocratic Federation was 
opposed by numerous Socialists 
inc lud ing  th is  w r ite r ,  a position 
which subsequent events, I  be­
lieve, have ju s tified  in  the eyes 
o f many previous supporters. The 
SDF has proved its e lf  a treacher­
ous enemy not alone o f Socialism, 
bu t also o f both libe ra lism  and 
c iv il libe rties .

Comrade Thomas, fo r  whom 
‘ even those o f us on the fa r  le f t  
c f  th e  Socia list P a rty  have the 
w arm est personal regards, has 
no t been repudiated, no r has he 
repudiated Comrade Hoopes. A n 
issue o f d ispute between honest 
and loya l comrades on both sides 
has been decided in  a dem ocratic 
fash ion. M r. Thomas w i l l  con­
tinue, as he has th roughou t his 
life , to serve the cause o f socia l­
ism  and in  so doing he w i l l  rem ain 
our m ost eloquent voice since 
Eugene V ic to r Debs.

Despite the above comments I  
w ish to tha nk  George B re itm an 
fo r  a good job o f re p o rtin g  which 
I  urge m y fe llo w  Socialists to 
read and ponder. F o r there  is 
much here th a t we should take 
to heart.

In  conclusion I  ca ll upon a ll 
Socialists in  states where the SP 
is no t in  the  fie ld  to  wherever 
possible vote Socia list by sup­
p o rtin g  the candidates o f e ithe r 
the SWP or the SLP.

George R. S tryke r

MILITANT FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Percent
F lin t  $ 175 S 212 121
P ittsb u rg h  150 150 100
St. Louis 50 50 100
W est V irg in ia  25 25 100
Chicago 360 300 86
Connecticut 35 30 86
B u ffa lo  400 327 82
San Francisco 700 576 82
St. P au l-M inneapolis 750 600 80
New Y o rk  2,500 1,963 79
Boston 175 135 77
Seattle 150 115 77
N ew ark  350 259 74
P hilade lph ia  300 209 70
W orcester 30 20 67
Youngstown 350 232 66
A kron  75 45 60
Lynn  50 30 60
Los Angeles 1,300 734 57
M ilwaukee 150 85 57
Cleveland 250 125 50
Toledo 50 22 45
D e tro it 800 330 41
Oakland 100 25 2p
A llen tow n  40 5 13
General 695 538 77

T o ta l th rough June 27 $10,000 $7,142 71

take bets on which branch w il l  get 
there firs t?

A no the r tie  is B u ffa lo  and San 
F r a n c i s c o  w ith  82%. Both 
branches are pounding along a t 
a fa s t c lip  tow ard the goal.

“ Seeing the T w in  C i t i e s  
branches l i s t e d  h igh  up on 
the scoreboard is a m ig h ty  p re tty  
s ig h t!”  w rite s  Grace Carlson o f 
M inneapolis. “ P re ttie s t o f a ll w ill 
be when we are 100% —  which 
w ill be in p len ty  o f tim e .”  St. 
Paul and M inneapolis sent in  a 
combined $52 paym ent.

A  $50 paym ent shot Seattle  up 
the scoreboard to tie  Boston w ith  
77%.

W orcester made a b ig  gain, 
doub ling its  previous score to h it  
67%.

Cleveland sent in $15 d u rin g  the 
week, A k ron  $25, D e tro it $66, Los 
Angeles $140.85. New Y o rk  $53.- 
50, N ew ark $15.

“ This $21 paym ent brings our 
to ta l to $85 o r 57% o f  ou r quota,”  
says Comrade V irg in ia  fo r  M il­
waukee. “ N o t so good considering 
the la te  date. B u t I  knqw  the 
s tragg le rs  w i l l  pay up th e ir  
pledges when they see th a t the 
deadline is ju s t around the corner. 
You can count on M ilwaukee fo r  
100% in the fina l scoreboard.”

W e’ve been s p o tlig h tin g  those 
branches th a t have stayed on 
schedule th roughou t the cam­
pa ign, hop ing a ll the  branches 
would fo llo w  the pace setters. 
Now  w ith  on ly a sho rt tim e le ft  
to complete th is  $10,000 fund to 
help p r in t  The M ilita n t,  we ought 
to  reverse th is  pa tte rn . However, 
we believe every branch on the 
low er h a lf  o f the  scoreboard is 
a lready p a in fu lly  aw are o f its  
position. We also believe th a t 
steps are be ing taken by  these 
branches to  fu l f i l l  th e ir  quotas 
100% by J u ly  15.

TH S Ì M I L I  TANT ARMY
•The one - month subscrip tion 

c a m p a i g n  fo r  The M ilitan t.
opens th is  week. A t  
the deadline fo r  
th is  issue we had 
heard fro m  m ost o f 
our lite ra tu re  agents 
and from  branches 
o f the S o c i a l i s t  
W orkers P a rty  on 
the goals they have 
decided to shoot fo r  
in  th is  cam paign. 
They are as fo llow s :

M ost readers o f The M ilita n t
a lready are acquainted w ith  th is  
paper’s position th a t on ly  a vote 
fo r  the candidates o f the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  represents a vote 
fo r  revo lu tiona ry  socialism. M ore­
over, we have on numerous oc­
casions shown th a t Debs was a 
fig h te r aga inst im p e ria lis t w a r 
w h ile  Thomas supported the la s t 
and prom ises to  support the next 
im p e ria lis t w a r, which ce rta in ly  
d isqualifies h im  as one who serves 
the cause o f socialism.

B u t leav ing aside Comrade 
S try k e r ’s p o lit ic a l opinions and 
evaluations, I  would lik e  to  deal 
w ith  the one question o f fa c t his 
le tte r  raises. I  was w e ll aware 
tha t Thomas had announced be­
fore and a fte r  the 1948 campaign 
th a t he would no t again accept 
the SP presidentia l nom ination. 
B u t th a t question was no t even 
siated fo r  discussion a t th is  yea r’s 
SP convention. T h a t is w h y  his 
in troduc tion  o f th is  m a tte r could 
be in te rp re ted  on ly  in  the w ay m y 
a rtic le  did —  nam ely, as an 
a ttem p t to  pressure thg conven­
tion  in to  accepting h is proposal 
to discontinue na tiona l SP elec­
tion  campaigns.

George B re itm an

Branch Points
A kron  25
A llen tow n  10
Boston 50
B u ffa lo  50
Chicago 70
D e tro it 100
F lin t  50
Los Angeles 75
M ilwaukee 30
M inneapolis 75
N ew ark 50
New  Y ork  150
Oakland 20
Philadelph ia 75
St. Paul 40
San Frahcisco 35
Toledo 28
Youngstown 30

T his  makes a to ta l o f  963
points. One p o in t is scored fo r  
each 50c. three-m onths in troduc­
to ry  subscrip tion: F o r  s ix-m onths 
ar.d one-yeaf subscriptions, two 
po in ts  and fo u r po in ts  are chalked 
up.

A ltho ug h  a sum m er campaign 
is not usual, the general response 
o f the  lite ra tu re  agents has been 
enthusiastic. They fee l th a t th is  
is a favo rab le  tim e to  in troduce 
The M ilita n t to new readers as 
they w il l  be able to read 
A m erica ’s lead ing socia list weekly 
th roughou t the  election period 
when in te res t in  po litics  is 
highest.

The sudden flaw ing o f w a r in  
Korea and the in tensified danger 
o f a general con flag ra tion  adds a 
new note o f urgency to  spread­
ing  the M a rx is t program  of peace 
as w ide ly  as possible r ig h t  now.

D. H. o f A kron , who has been 
placed in  charge there, w rite s  
th a t he w i l l  do his best “ to assure 
the success o f the A k ron  Sub 
Cam paign.”  The A k ro n  comrades 
decided to  t r y  fo r  25 points, 
w h ich is a sizeable figu re  fo r  
th e ir  forces.

The Chicago comrades are t r y ­
ing  fo r  70 points. L ite ra tu re  
A gen t Gus Mason says, “ Wc 
in tend to go over th is  and a l­
ready are beg inn ing to  ta lk  i t  
up.”  He m entions th a t  the news­
stands in Chicago are “ s t i l l  se lling  
ou t each issue o f The M il ita n t . ”  

The Los Angeles Local o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  took a 
goal o f 75 po in ts. The three 
branches are s tag ing  a contest to 
see who can get the m ost subs in 
the 19th Congressional D is tr ic t.

L ite ra tu re  A g e n t M a rj Deck 
le p o rts  th a t sales continue to be 
good. “ Ruth and I  sold 30 papers 
in W atts . A t  Vernon and Central, 
V iv ian  and I  sold 9 M ilita n ts  and 
3 copies o f F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l 
in  a h a lf hour. On Wednesday I  
w ent back and sold 20 M ilita n ts  
in an hour.”

Philadelph ia  took a quota o f 75 
points. G.L.C. expects th a t "w ith  
any so rt o f lu ck  we’l l  go over the 
top.”

M inneapolis likew ise is  go ing 
a fte r  75 points. “ T h is  campaign 
is an excellent means to ge t The 
M il ita n t in to  the hands o f new 
leaders,”  w rite s  Pau line Swanson 
who is in  charge o f the  cam­
pa ign, “ and we w il l  c e rta in ly  take 
advantage o f it.* ’

The M ilw aukee comrades decid­
ed on w ha t they consider a 
modest goal o f 30 po in ts. T he ir 
in ten tion  is to “ make every e ffo r t  
to go over.”

The New Y o rk  sub-getters are 
la y in g  plans to  push th rough  
ra p id ly  to com pletion o f th e ir  
goal o f 150 po in ts  and prom ise 
more in fo rm a tio n  ne x t week about 
prizes fo r  the h ighest scorers.

Since th is  cam paign is such a 
sho rt one, we w a n t to again 
rem ind everyone th a t the old 
m il ita ry  m axim  fo r  success ap­
plies here w ith  fu l l  fo rce : “ Get 
there firs te s t w ith  the m ostest.”

ORDER NOW
M A R X IS M  &  S C IE N C E  by 

Leon T ro ts k y  20 pages...,15c

P E R S P E C T IV E S  O F W O R LD  
D E V E L O P M E N T  by  Leon 
T ro ts k y  35 pages.........20c

T H E  P R E S E N T  P O L IT IC A L  
S IT U A T IO N  IN  IN D IA  by 
C o lv in  R. De S ilva

17 pages........... 15c

order from  

Pioneer Pub lishers 

116 U n ive rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, N . Y.

ORDER
Books on the American Labor 

Movement and Socialism 
from

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place, N . Y. 3

Latest Pioneer Catalogue 
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Box 1S42.
BOSTON —  W o rke rs  E duca tiona l 

Center. 30 S tu a rt St,, open Tues. 5 :30- 
9:00 p.m.. social la s t Sat. o f m onth.

B U F FA LO —M ilitan t Forum, 821/ Main 
St.. 2nd fl. Phone MAdlson 3900. Every 
afternoon except Sun.

CHICAGO— 160 W . Washington Street, 
Rin. 312-314. Tel. Dearborn 2-4767.

C L E V E L A N D  —  Every Sunday, 9 P. 
m.. Pecks H all. 1446 E . 82nd St. (off 
Wade Pk. Ave.)

D E T R O IT —8108 Linwood Ave. Phone 
TY  7-6267, Mon. through Sat.. 12-5 p.m.

F E IN T — Socialist Workers Party  H a ll. 
215 East Ninth Street. Phone: 2-2496. 
Open House Saturday evenings.

LOS ANG ELES—M ilita n t Publ. Assn.. 
Room 825, 124 W. 6th St. Phone VAndyke 
8061.

L Y N N , (Mas».)—M ilitan t Publ. Assn.. 
44 Central Ave., offloe open Tues., Wed. 
7:30-9:30 p-m.

M IL W A U K E E —»17 N . 3rd St.. Srd fl.
Sun. through F r l. , 7:30-9:30 p.m. Phone 
Hopkins 2-5337.

M IN N E A P O LIS — 10 So. 4th St. Phone 
Main 7781. D aily  except Sun., 10 a.m'.- 
6 p.m. L ibrary, bookstore.

N E W  H A V E N —For Information 
write, P.O. Box No. 1018.

N E W A R K —423 Springfield Ave.
N E W  YORK C IT Y  (H g .)—116 Univer­

sity Place. Phone GR 5-8149.
H A R L E M — 103 W . 110 St..' Rm . 2*. 

Open discussion. Thurs., 8 p.m.
BROOKLYN —  Mandel'a Manor, 

343 Pennsylvania Ave., o ff Sutter, 
meetings every Thurs. evening at 8.

C H ELSEA —130 W . 23rd St. Phone 
A L 5-2488.

Y O U T H  GROUP, N . Y . —  130 W .
23rd St., meets Thurs . 8 p. m. Class 
every Mon. a t 8 p. m. a t 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  Place.

O A K L A N D  (Cal.) — F o r In fo rm a­
tion. w r ite  P. O. B ox 1953 o r ca ll 
T E m p lebar 2-3735.

P IT T S B U R G H  —  F o r in fo rm a tio n , 
w rite . P. O. Box 282, P ittsbu rgh , Pa.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  — 1303-05 W . G irard  
Ave., 2nd fl. Phone Stevenson 4-5820. 
Open every Frid ay  evening.

SAN FRANCISCO—1739 Fillm ore Ave., 
4th fl. Phone F l  6-0410. D ally  except 
Sun., 12-4:30 p.m.

ST. LO U IS  ----- "F o r lnformatloa,
shone PR 5305."

S E A T T L E —Maynard Bldg., le t  Ave., 
R. 201, So. *  Washington. Tel. M ain 9278. 
Mon. through Sat., 12-5 p.m. Branch 
meeting Tues., 7:30 p.m. L ib rary , book­
store.

TO LEDO — Address Inquiries to So­
cialist Workers Party, P.O. Box 1502. 
Toledo 3.

W O RCESTER, (Mass.) —  For Informa­
tion w rite  P.O. Box 554. Worcester.

YOUNGSTOW N — 334 E . Federal 8t-, 
Phone 3-1355. Wed., F r l. , Sat., 1 :30 to 
4 M b
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TROTSKY

“ The genuine ly socia lis t fa m ily , fro m  which society w i l l  re ­
move the d a ily  vexation o f unbearable and h u m ilia t in g  cares, 
w i l l  have no need fo r  any reg im en ta tion , and the ve ry  idea 
o f laws about abortion and divorce w il l  sound no be tte r w ith ­
in its  w a lls  than the reco llection o f houses o f p ro s titu tio n  or 
human sacrifice. The October leg is la tion  took a bold step in  
the d irec tion  o f such a fa m ily . Economic and cu ltu ra l back­
wardness has produced a cruel reaction. The Therm ido rian  
leg is la tion  [o f  the S ta lin is t bureaucracy] is beating a re tre a t 
to the bourgeois models, covering its  re tre a t w ith  fa lse speech­
es about the sacredness o f the ‘new’ fa m ily . On th is  question, 
too, socia lis t bankrup tcy  covers its e lf  w ith  hyp ocritica l re ­
spec tab ility .”

—  Leon T ro tsky , The Revolu tion Betrayed, 1937, LENIN

'National Unity' and Korea
The shouts for “ national unity”  have I f  anyone has had no say whatever in 

already become so loud and domineering the present emergency, it  is the workers,
that even such a conservative “ critic’'  of Their organizations were never consulted
the administration as Senator Taft re- nor even informed; nor was their opinion
ceives severe treatment for his rather so much as solicited. Now they will be
cautious remark about Truman’s flagrant /  told, and it  will be the cowardly leaders
usurpation of power in connection with (Vho’ll do it, that this is not the time to ask
the Korean events and is immediately questions, or to be concerned about what
called to order in the press and over the is being done, who is doing it  and why.
radio. The workers, moreover, must be kept

This clamor for “ national unity” is the from seriously thinking about such is-
favorite and most deceptive device of the sues as: How are the interests of the
bitterest enemies of the people, those who workers and their unions affected ? What
would without a scruple sacrifice the vi- will the consequences be, i f  labor does not
tal interests of this country i f  they or follow an independent road and prevent
their class benefited personally thereby. the installation of a police state in the

The capitalists of all countries invaria- name of “ national unity”  and of ostensi­
bly raise this cry in hours of crisis which bly fighting totalitarianism ? 
they themselves have brought about. This Let every serious-m'inded worker ask 
small minority tries to pass off its own himself: I f  elementary democratic rights
vested interests for those of the country are to be exercised; i f  there is any time
as a whole; otherwise they could never these rights must be most jealously safe-
retain their rule and carry out their poli- guarded, when is it  i f  not at a time of
cies. Above all, they' must beat the work- “ national crisis”  ? What good are “ demo-
ers into line; and this they succeed in do- cratic gses„  i f  they are the very 
mg by beating their leaders into line. I t  i . ;7
is for these official labor leaders that the firs t ones to Jettisoned at the hour when 
entire hue and cry about “ national unity”  the fate of our people, and even of the
is, in the firs t instance, intended. whole world, may be at stake?

The Defeat of Senator Graham
The labor and Negro leaders allied with 

the Democratic Party are getting a sound 
beating in the firs t stages of the 1950 
election campaign — the primaries which 
are equivalent to election in the South. 
First, labor-supported Senator Claude 
Pepper of Florida was beaten in May by 
Rep. George A. Smathers, an openly anti- 
Negro, pro-Taft-Hartley demagogue who 
ran his campaign along “ McCarthyite” 
lines. And now labor-supported Senator 
Frank P. Graham of North Carolina has 
been defeated in a decisive primary run­
o ff by corporation lawyer Willis Smith, 
whose campaign closely paralleled that of 
Smathers.

This removes from the Senate two of 
the three Southern Democrats who have 
been held up by labor and Negro leaders 
as the models of “ liberalism” and “ decen­
cy,”  Southern style. I t  adds to the Sen­
ate two outright reactionaries who don’t  
feel called on to pay even lip-service to 
the cause of civil and labor rights.

A few more primaries like this, and it 
w ill become obvious even to the PAC 
and LLPE leaders that no matter which 
party captures Congress next' November, 
i t  will continue to be controlled by the 
same kind of conservative, anti-labor 
coalition that has blocked the passage of

progressive legislation in the 81st Con­
gress.

Even when the PAC-LLPE policy of 
supporting “ liberal” capitalist politicians 
“ works,”  it  doesn’t  bring any gains to the 
American workers. And this year, i f  the 
primaries properly indicate the trend, the 
PAC-LLPE policy isn’t  going to “ Work” 
as well as it  did in 1948, and the most 
reactionary forces are going to become 
stronger and bolder.

There are many reasons but the one 
that stands out most prominently is the 
witch-hunt atmosphere which Truman 
helped to create and which is now being 
used by Republicans and conservative 
Democrats alike against the administra­
tion and any political figure who ever 
took a position slightly to the “ left of 
center.”

The official labor leaders share re­
sponsibility with Truman for these suc­
cesses of reaction. They not only elected 
Truman but they refused to put up a 
figh t against his witch-hunt and even 
imitated it  within the unions. The Amer­
ican workers aré paying dearly today for 
the cowardice and stupidity of their lead­
ers, and they will have to pay still more 
dearly until they succeed in winning their 
unions over to a program of unambiguous 
struggle against all forms of capitalist 
politics and witch-hunts.

Five M illio n  Times Zero
The Stalinists are busy helping to col­

lect five million American signatures to 
a petition calling for “ prohibition” of 
atomic weapons and vowing to regard the 
firs t government which uses them as a 
“ war criminal.”  They are also busy — 
in a Daily Worker column entitled “ Ques­
tions on Peace” — explaining how the 
collection of such petitions can prevent 
war. On June 25, this column ran the 
following:

Question: How can signing a petition 
prevent war?

Answer: There’s a world-wide cam­
paign on in every land, on every contin­
ent, to get hundreds of millions of sig­
natures. Under these circumstances, an 
individual is multiplied by hundreds of 
millions — and that’s a force to be reck­
oned with. In other words, war can be 
prevented i f  the people’s will for peace 
is organized. Modern war depends on 
people and the total mobilization of peo­
ple for war. Total mobilization of the 
people for peace can therefore prevent 
the would-be warmakers from carrying 
out their plans.

Instead of calling that an answer, it 
should have been labeled as an evasion 
of the question posed. A petition with 
one name on it  protesting against war is 
worth zero in the struggle against war. 
Multiply zero by five million, or by hun­
dreds of millions — i t  still amounts to 
zero, and it  w ill still have zero effect on 
the plans of the warmongers.

The warmongers already know that 
the people don’t want another war; they 
don’t  need petitions to inform them of 
this fact; only the paper manufacturers 
will get excited over the prospect of hun­
dreds of millions of petitions. What the 
rulers fear is not pieces of paper telling 
them what they already know, but a 
movement organized for militant action 
to take the war-making powers out of 
their hands.

Yes, “ total mobilization of the people 
for peace can prevent the would-be war- 
makers from carrying oUt their plans.” 
But such a mobilization requires firs t of 
all that the people be told the truth about 
the causes of war that are inherent in 
the capitalist system and cannot be era­
dicated until the capitalist system is abol­
ished and replaced by socialism. Such a 
mobilization also requires that the people 
be inoculated against pacifist illusions 
about the possibility of preventing war 
by signing petitions.

On both these counts the present Stal­
inist “ peace”  campaign is deficient — 
and deliberately so. The Stalinists don’t 
want a genuine — that is, a revolutionary 
— struggle against war. A ll they want is 
a movement which 'can be manipulated 
and bartered to promote the Kremlin’s 
efforts to secure a deal with Washington. 
That is why, when.it comes to really 
fighting against war, their campaign 
isn’t  worth the paper their petitions are 
written on.

K o re a n  B a tt le g ro u n d

Yugoslavia Today

South Korean troops are shown d u rin g  recent maneuvers near the h ighw ay and ra i l junc tion  
o f Kaesong, a tow n bordering  on N o rth  Korea where f ig h t in g  broke ou t on June 25 between the 
puppets o f W ashington and Moscow.

Truman Usurps Power, 
Orders Undeclared War

(Cont. from page 1)
in to  an a ll - pervasive po litica l 
police. The courts are g r in d in g  
out reactionary  decisions in  con­
traven tion  o f the B il l o f R igh ts , 
m aking  the expression o f m in o r ity  
and dissident op in ion a crim e.

M eanwhile the monopolies and 
corpora tions have explo ited th is  
s itua tion  to the m axim um  to w rap 
a s tra it- ja c k e t around the trade 
unions. The T a ft-H a r t le y  La w  
was on ly  the in it ia l step fo r  a 
series o f moves c r ip p lin g  the 
independence o f the unions, in ­
creasing the scope and r ig o r  o f 
company d iscip line, p u s h i n g  
speedup to breakneck pace, hound­
ing, d is c r im in a tin g  against union 
m ilita n ts  and g ra du a lly  reducing 
union grievance m achinery to a 
fic tion . W h ile  ra k in g  in  a golden 
crop o f p ro fits , B ig  Business has 
been c a rry in g  on its  own cold 
w a r against the Am erican w o rk ­
ers.

W ith  th is  background o f re ­
pression at a tim e when the US 
arm s were not d ire c tly  involved 
in  con flic t, Am erican workers 
have reason enough to be supre­
mely v ig ila n t o f th e ir hard-w jfe  
r ig h ts  today. As US planes flew- 
in Korean skies, an o ffic ia l o f the 
governm ent’s N a tiona l Security- 
Resources Board announced that 
a “ m aster p lan”  fo r  in d u s tr ia l 
m ob iliza tion  is being prepared 
fo r presentation to  Congress on

the proc lam ation o f a “ national 
emergency.”

The plan is no th ing  sho rt o f a 
b lu e p rin t fo r  a m il ita ry  - police 
state. Am ong its  provis ions are 
the d ra ft in g  o f labor, the freez ing  
o f wages, censorship and a d rastic  
cu rta ilm e n t o f a ll freedom . True, 
the plan is no t to be invoked u n til 
actual w a r w ith  the Soviet U nion. 
I ts  ve ry  announcement, today, 
constitutes a serious th re a t to 
the labo r movement.

I t  is issued in  the fo rm  o f a 
veiled th re a t aga inst s trikes and 
demands fo r  h ighe r wages and 
g rea te r security. The in it ia t io n  o f 
an undeclared w ar, even against 
so sm all a na tion  as Korea, w ill 
piace fo rm idab le  powers in the 
•hands o f the B ig  Brass. The 
tendency, as we saw d u rin g  the 
las t w ar, w i l l  be fo r  the generals 
and adm ira ls  —  the m ost venal 
creatures o f the corpora tions —  
to become the decid ing voice in 
con flic ts  between the unions and 
management. The Money K ings 
w il l  use the shout o f “ na tiona l 
u n ity ”  to  beat down union 
demands. The a lib i o f “ top secu­
r i t y  ”  w o rk  w i l l  undoubtedly be 
pu t in to  e ffec t on a fa r  w ider 
scale in  o rder to v ic tim ize  m il i­
tan ts and radicals.

Despite the great jin g o  ou tcry  
in the country, th is  program  
would have tough sledding were 
i t  not fo r  the top  bureaucrats in

the union movement. The fac t, un­
fo rtu n a te ly , is  th a t the Grehns, 
M urrays  and Reuthers have sold 
themselves body and soul to  the 
S tate D epartm ent. They have 
endorsed the M arsh a ll P lan and 
the N o rth  A t la n t ic  Pact and 
made them  o ffic ia l union po licy.

F a r fro m  res is ting  the w itc h ­
hu n t in  the country , they have 
introduced th e ir  own “ lo y a lty ”  
purges in to  the unions. Instead of 
f ig h tin g  to preserve democratic 
r ig h ts  in  the nation , they  are 
ma'king a m ockery o f democracy 
in the unions. I t  is to be expected 
th a t they w i l l  lose no tim e  c lim b ­
in g  aboard the bandwagon of 
T rum an ’s “ w a r to  p reven t w a r”  
pnd th a t they w ill be as w illin g  
to sacrifice the r ig h ts  o f labo r as 
they were in ,  1941.

The w ar in A sia  is  fra u g h t 
w ith  great dangers fo r  the A m e ri­
can people at home. The w orkers 
cannot pe rm it the p lu tocra ts  and 
m ilita r is ts , he ll-bent fo r  pro fits  
and empire, to decide the destiny 
o f the nation, to take to ta l charge 
o f the fo re ign  po licy and the in ­
te rna l a ffa irs  o f the na tion ex­
cept a t the cost o f the destruction 
o f our most cherished libe rties . 
Under guise o f b a ttlin g  S ta lin  in  
Korea, the T rum an - M cC arthy 
coa lition  w ill no t hesitate to  use 
his most despotic methods in  the 
U n ited  States. I t  m ust not be 
pe rm itted  to happen.

By Vivienne Goonewardene

III. The Federated People's Republic
W ith  the complete na tion a liza tio n  o f banking and sta te con tro l 

of fo re ign  trade, the basis fo r  a socia lis t economy has been created 
in  Yugoslavia . I t  was under the leadership o f the Com m unist P a rty  
th a t the w o rk in g  class fough t a na tiona l libe ra tion  w ar aga inst 
the fascists and th e ir  na tive  a llies, the reactionary  Serb ian and 
C roatian bourgeoisies, seized the sta te  power and guaranteed the 
libe ra tion  o f the masses o f Yugoslavia .

The Y ugoslav experience dem onstrates the t ru th  o f the  the o ry  
o f perm anent revo lu tion  —  th a t the bourgeoisie in  th is  epoch o f 
im peria lism  cannot lead a na tiona l re vo lu tio n a ry  w a r, and th a t 
th is  task devolves on the w o rk in g  masses, apd th e ir  vanguard, the  
p ro le ta ria n  p a rty , in  the s trugg le  fo r  socialism . I t  illu s tra te s  th a t 
in  th is  im p e ria lis t epoch the independence o f a sm all coun try  can 
be achieved on ly  th rough  a social revo lu tion  —  a class w a r aga inst 
fascism , im peria lism , and th e ir  local agents, the na tive  bourgeoisie.

D u rin g  the w a r the Y ugoslav C om m unist P a rty  was under 
pressure fro m  the A llie d  governm ents, inc lud ing  the  Russian, to 
subordinate its e lf  to M ikha ilov ich , who was the representa tive  o f 
the em igre governm ent in  London as w e ll as a co llabora to r o f the 
Nazis, us ing the  arm s he obtained fro m  the  A llie s  aga ins t the 
pa rtisan  fig h te rs  and no t aga inst the fascists.

B u t the s to rm y developm ent o f the s tru g g le  prevented th is , and 
the C om m unist P a rty  fo llow ed an independent po licy, ju s t  as la te r 
i t  resisted the pressure to  tu rn  its  coun try  in to  a sphere o f in ­
te res t o f the Soviet U n ion. Instead, in  the  f ir e  o f the na tiona l 
libe ra tion  war, the old organs o f a d m in is tra tio n  and power were 
ove rth row n and supplanted by dem ocratic organs elected by the 
masses to  organize the rea r and gear i t  to  the needs o f the w ar. 
In  the m ids t o f the libe ra tion  s tru g g le  a new Federated People’s 
Republic o f Yugoslav ia  was created on the recogn ition  o f the  so­
c ia lis t r ig h t  o f se lf-de te rm ina tion  o f peoples and the r ig h t  o f se­
cession from  the federation.

The F u n c tio n in g  o f  the  New G ove rnm en t

The Federated People’s Republic o f Y ugoslav ia  is governed by 
tw o elected assemblies: the House o f N a tio n a litie s  and the Federa l 
Assem bly. The fo rm e r is elected on a Republican basis where every 
repub lic  sends in  30 deputies, the autonomous provinces 20, and the 
autonomous reg ions 15. The la tte r  is elected on th e  te r r ito r ia l basis 
o f one deputy fo r  40,000 citizens. E ve ry  la w  has to be approved 
by  m a jo ritie s  o f bo th houses.

E lection  to these assemblies and to  a ll o the r ad m in is tra tive  
organs is by  ad u lt un ive rsa l franch ise , and every m an and woman 
over 18 years o f age has the r ig h t  to contest an election as w e ll as 
vote. Though fo r  the economic developm ent o f th is  cou n try  th is  
cen tra lized ad m in is tra tio n  is essentia l, ye t the stress today is  on 
decen tra liza tion  o f ad m in is tra tion , whereby the various Republics 
have the a u th o r ity  to d ra w  up plans fo r  th e ir  own developm ent 
and make th e ir  own cons titu tion , w h ile  the re  is  a m u tu a l recogn i­
tio n  o f the necessity o f a id in g  the m ore backw ard sections o f the 
country.

I t  is  necessary to  stress the a ttitu d e  o f th is  s ta te  tow a rd  the 
men who produce in  order to  emphasize the  d iffe rence  w ith  the 
a ttitu d e  to  w o rk in g  class conditions in  c a p ita lis t countries. Here 
thé  new facto ries  are no t set up in  drab surroundings, b u t in  a 
b e a u tifu l se tting , and the fac to ries  are equipped w ith  showers, 
reading rooms, res tau ran ts  and rooms fo r  re laxa tion  in  sport. The 
w orkers ’ towns th a t are constructed side by side w ith  the  m ines 
and factories are equipped w ith  modern conveniences, and the fac ­
to ry  gives a low in te res t loan to the w o rke r to  fu rn is h  his f la t .  
Schools, theaters, lectu re  halls, cinemas, reading rooms and lib ra r ie s  
are pa rt and parcel o f the preconceived a rch ite c tu ra l plan.

The c u ltu ra l l i fe  o f the w orkers  gets every a tte n tio n  o f the 
trade  unions and the state. C u ltu re  and a r t ,  w h ich  were h ith e rto  
the m onopoly o f a priv ileged  few , are now the p re roga tive  o f the 
masses. D ra m a tic  clubs, discussion groups, lectures on lite ra tu re , 
music and po litics , are organized a t the  lectu re  ha lls  and read ing 
rooms. Courses o f general education are conducted to  liqu ida te  
illite ra c y . Physical cu ltu re  organ iza tions a t fa c to ry  and school re ­
ceive special a tten tion , and the masses p a rtic ip a te  more and more 
in  th is  f ie ld  o f a c tiv ity .

The Press and  the  F ig h t A ga ins t I l l i te ra c y

LET KOREAN PEOPLE DECIDE OWN 
FATE FREE FROM U.S. OR KREMLIN

The press in  Y ugoslav ia  indicates the rap id  progress achieved 
under the  new reg im e, and the leve l o f c u ltu ra l l i fe  before the  w a r 
indicates the tem po o f development. O ver 45% o f the people in  
p re -w ar Yugoslav ia  could no t read o r w r ite ;  in  Macedonia over 67% 
o f the popu la tion  could no t read o r w r ite , and had h a rd ly  any 
educational in s titu tio n s . There were no schools fo r  m in o ritie s  o r 
fo r  na tions lik e  the  Macedonians, and h a rd ly  any schools were b u ilt  
in  the v illages. Today the Federal Republics, the  trade  unions, 
the People’s F ro n t, the  a n ti- fa sc is t women’s f ro n t  and the sta te a l l 
combine in  a po w e rfu l d rive  to  bu ild  m ore schools, un ive rs ities , tech­
nical colleges and teachers’ t ra in in g  in s titu tio n s .

Newspapers in  Serbian, C roatian , Macedonian, I ta lia n , H u n ­
ga rian , Czech, S lovakian, Rum anian and Russian are published in  
Yugoslav ia , and the press is c e rta in ly  a popu la r press. The trade 
unions have th e ir  own paper in  every repub lic , the  w o rkers ’ collec­
tives, technica l in s titu tio n s  and li te ra ry  societies have th e ir  own 
magazines and newspapers. Today the level o f i l l ite ra c y  has been 
reduced to  a lm ost 12%. O ver 1,350,000 d a ily  papers are sold and 
an average ed ition  o f a book runs to  about 30,000 copies. Even the 
na tiona l m in o ritie s  have th e ir  ow n schools.

In  the read ing rooms one can ob ta in  the  slanderous S ta lin is t 
newspapers. U n like  in  H ungary , where i t  was stated th a t a govern­
m ent employee speaking to  a fo re ign e r can come under the  act o f 
treason, one can get about Y ugoslav ia  w ith o u t the  equ iva lent o f 
an F B I agent fo llo w in g  one around. One can speak to  anyone, and 
ob ta in  f irs t-h a n d  in fo rm a tio n  on every m a tte r. A nd  the w orkers 
answer you w ith o u t a trace o f fe a r o r em barrassm ent. T rade un ion­
is ts  and s ta te  o ff ic ia ls  who g ive courteous a tte n tio n  to  delegates 
fro m  o ther countries do n o t a tte m p t to  hide the  d iff ic u lt ie s  th a t 
the Y ugoslav economy has to  face.

B u t w h a t impresses a newcomer to  the cou n try  m ost o f a ll is 
the te r r if ic  enthusiasm  o f the w o rk in g  masses in  fac to ries  and 
o ther enterprises. M any a w o rke r rep lied : “ Can you understand 
ou r fee lings?  We are now w o rk in g  fo r  ourselves, ou r ch ild ren. Now  
we need no t be haunted by the  n igh tm a re  o f unem ploym ent and 
s ta rv a tio n !”

(Concluded ne x t week)

PLAN TO EXTEND WORKERS’ 
COUNCILS IN YUGOSLAVIA

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
which v ir tu a lly  a ll o f A sia  is now 
in open revo lt.

This series o f events is  ta k in g  
piace w ith in  the broader fra m e ­
w ork o f the s trugg le  fo r  World 
dom ination w h ich  is the essence 
o f the cold w a r and o f the cu rre n t 
new phase o f developments.

I t  is  on ly  w ith in  th is  w ider 
fram ew ork  th a t the fu l l  m eaning 
and im p lica tions  can be undei-- 
stood and co rre c tly  evaluated.

L IE S  A B O U T  K O R E A
As fo r  Korea its e lf,  both sides, 

have been and w i l l  continue to 
lie  as on ly  those who pursue 
grea t-pow er po litics  are capable 
o f ly in g  to th e ir  respective peo­
ples.

The contention th a t e ithe r side 
is concerned w ith  the se lf-de te r­
m ination o f Korea is as fo u l a 
lie  as H it le r  ever concocted. The 
30 m illio n  inhab itan ts  o f both 
N o rth  and South Kprea have had 
no say whatever, especially since 
th e ir  “ libe ra tion .”  T he ir country  
was sliced in to  tw o  segments by 
secret agreem ent between Roose- 
\e lt ,  C hurch ill and S ta lin  in  the 
course o f th e ir “ g reat fr ien dsh ip ”  
du rin g  the las t w ar. E ver since 
then the population o f the South 
as w e ll as the N o rth  have been 
m anipulated lik e  so m any ca ttle  
by th e ir  respective “ govern­
ments,”  th a t is  by W ashington 
and the K rem lin .

The Am erican-sponsored regim e 
o f Syngman Rhee in  the South is 
a Korean rep lica  o f the co rru p t 
and ev il Chiang Kai-shek regim e 
in China. I t  is so discredited th a t 
i t  had to persecute savagely even 
its  m ost conservative opposition 
and polled on ly  a sm all m in o r ity  
in the M ay elections.

As la te  as June 27, Hanson 
Baldw in, m il ita ry  specia list o f the 
N . Y . Times, f la t ly  stated th a t 
the “ ch ie f danger”  to South 
Korea was “ in te rn a l weakness 
ra th e r than exte rna l assault.”  He 
stressed the “ un po pu la rity  o f the 
Syngman Rhee governm ent . . . 
and the questionable p o lit ic a l and 
m il ita ry  re l ia b il ity  o f the a rm y 
and the police fo rce .”

I t  is th is  governm ent, hated by

its  own people and which even its  
own soldiers and police refuse to 
f ig h t fo r, th a t W ashington is 
seeking to  reimpose by reso rt to 
war.

The la s t w o rld  w a r was a 
p reda to ry w a r w h ich  led to  an 
equa lly  p reda to ry  “ peace,”  which 
in tu rn  p lanted a ll the seeds o f 
fu tu re  con flic t, among which is 
Korea.

Each side is now busy accusing 
the other o f having provoked the 
Korean h o s tilit ie s . I t  s t i l l  rem ains 
to be seen ju s t  who d id  “ provoke”  
whom and the like lihood is th a t 
there was no lack o f provocation 
on both sides. B u t the most im ­
po rta n t “ provocation”  is  rooted 
in the dismembered cond ition  o f 
Korea its e lf  whose liv in g  body 
has been severed in  two, lik e  
Germ any and A u s tr ia , and the 
European con tinent as a whole.

This d iv is ion  o f countries and 
e v e n  whole continents in to  
“ spheres o f in fluence”  was he ra ld ­
ed as the surest basis and firm est 
guarantee o f w o rld  peace. A nd 
none was louder than S ta lin  in 
spreading th is  c r im in a l lie.

S ta lin  and h is reg im e bear 
d irec t resp on s ib ility  fo r  the 
tra g ic  p lig h t in w h ich the  Korean 
people now find themselves.

N o th ing  could be v ile r  than the 
lie  now being spread th a t the 
m il ita ry  sub jugation  o f Korea by 
the m ig h t o f A m erican im p e ria l­
ism w ill,  a fte r  a ll, “ safeguard 
peace.”

L E T  K O R E A N S  D E C ID E !
There is on ly  one w ay in  which 

the Korean question can re a lly  be 
solved and th a t is  by p e rm ittin g  
the Korean people to  se ttle  theij- 
own fa te . L e t them decide, free 
from  both the K re m lin  and from  
W ashington.

N e ithe r side, o f course, has the 
s ligh te s t in ten tion  o f p e rm ittin g  
th is . In  the U N  even the m oderate 
proposal by Y ugoslav ia  th a t the 
N o rth  Koreans be allowed to 
present th e ir  case was voted 
down, obviously by command o f 
W ashington.

W hat the K re m lin  proposes to 
do now about Korea rem ains un­
clear. I t  has procla im ed its

“ n e u tra lity ,”  th a t is, le f t  open fo r  
its e lf  an avenue o f re trea t. I f  
they decide it-b e s t su its th e ir  in ­
terests and purposes, the S ta l­
in is t bureaucracy w il t r y  to con­
v e rt Korea in to  the same sort o f 
tes tin g  ground fo r  w a r techniques 
and weapons as was the case in 
Spain before the la s t w ar.

O r they may ru th less ly  sac ri­
fice th e ir  own na tive  puppets 
along w ith  the whole Korean peo­
ple, as they did not so long ago in  
the case o f Greece. I f  they decide 
to rep ly  in  k ind, even i f  on a fa r  
more modest scale than has been 
done by W ashington, i t  ifieans, 
o f course, w o rld  w ar.

B u t there is a power in  the 
w orld  today o ther than e ith e r the 
power o f the ru th less Am erican 
b illion a ire s  o r o f the m onstrous 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy. T h a t is the 
power o f the mass o f the people 
themselves. The example o f Y ugo­
slavia shows th a t i t  is possible fo r  
people even in a sm all country , 
caught in  the ve ry  m iddle be­
tween these tw o  g ian ts , to  pursue 
a course independent o f both.

U. S. W O R K E R S ’ D U T Y
The du ty  o f the w orkers in  th is  

country is to  see to i t  th a t the 
Korean people are given th a t 
chance, which they w ill never get 
unless the Am erican im p e ria lis ts  
are made to keep th e ir  hands o f f  
Korea.

Much m ore than Korea is ac­
tu a lly  involved»: there are also the 
people o f Formosa, o f Indo-China 
and o f the P h ilipp ines  who are 
now confronted w ith  the same 
th re a t o f sub jugation  as the 
Koreans, even though in  a d i f ­
fe re n t fo rm .

The fa te  o f these peoples, s ing ly  
and co llec tive ly , is tied  up d ire c tly  
w ith  the issue o f w o rld  peace or" 
w o rld  w ar. The s to rm y movement 
o f na tiona l libe ra tion  w h ich has 
swept the whole o f A s ia  has been 
one o f the most po w e rfu l blocks 
in the w ay o f the im p e ria lis t w ar- 
makers. I f  they succeed in  stem ­
m ing  and crush ing th is  libe ra tion - 
is t movement in  A sia , the A m e ri­
can im p e ria lis ts  and a ll th e ir  
a llies w i l l  be a ll the m ore im pelled 
to  p lunge in to  W orld  W a r I I I .

Rad, organ o f the Trade Union 
Federation o f Y ugoslavia , devotes 
one o f its  ed ito ria ls  to the tasks 
o f the trade unions in  the founda­
tio n  o f w o rke rs ’ councils. These 
councils arc  composed o f the best 
w orkers, engineers and tech­
nicians selected by  the w orkers 
themselves. They p a rtic ip a te  in  
the  m anagem ent o f the fac to ries  
in cooperation w ith  the state 
ad m in is tra tions ; they supervise 
w o rk  in  the fac to rie s ; they subm it 
proposals fo r  the im provem ent o f 
p roduction and fo r  safe w o rk in g  
conditions.

The w o rke rs ’ councils were in ­
s titu te d  on the basis o f a decision 
o f the ' governm enta l economic 
council and o f the C entra l Com­
m ittee  o f the Trade U n ion Fed­
era tion , a decision adopted la s t

autum n w h ich  provided fo r  the 
fo rm a tio n  o f w o rke rs ’ councils 
on ly  in  ce rta in  governm ent 
establishm ents so as to  p e rm it 
the tes t o f experience on the w o rk  
o f these councils. Since i t  has 
been dem onstrated in  practice 
th a t m ost o f the w o rke rs ’ councils 
obtained good resu lts , i t  has been 
decided to proceed to the fo rm a ­
tion  o f councils in  o ther en te r­
prises as w e ll, p a r tic u la r ly  in 
those w h ich  have themselves 
taken the in it ia t iv e  in th e ir  fo rm a ­
tion . Rad emphasizes th a t the 
foundation  o f the new w o rke rs ’ 
councils constitu tes a new im ­
p o rta n t step in  the fie ld  o f co l­
lective m anagem ent o f the socia l­
is t factories in  Yugoslavia .

(R eprin ted fro m  Y ugoslav News 
Service, F rench ed ition, M ay 30, 
1950.)
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SW P Candidate fo r  Congress, 11th D is tr ic t,  N . J.

To m ost Am ericans today the  idea o f revo lu ­
tion  in  th is  coun try  seems im possib le o r unneces­
sary —  or even “ un -A m erican.”  B u t the F ou rth  
o f J u ly  is an annual rem inder 
th a t the U n ited  States was 
founded by a revo lu tion  and 
has a proud revo lu tiona ry  t r a ­
d itio n  th a t is no t surpassed in 
many o ther lands.

The revo lu tion  th a t began in  
1776 was no t the f i r s t  on 
A m erican soil. A s W ill ia m  F.
W arde pointed ou t in  h is b r i l ­
lia n t scries o f a rtic les  in  the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l la s t year, 
the f i r s t  g re a t social revo lu ­
tion  on th is  con tinent th a t we 
know  about was the ove rth row  o f the t r ib a l In ­
dian society th a t the European im m ig ra n ts  found 
when they came here. The system o f p riva te  
p ro p e rty  was in troduced in  A m erica  as the resu lt 
o f th is  revo lu tion  th a t crushed the p re -cap ita lis t 
system o f com m unal p ro pe rty  under w h ich the 
Ind ians had lived.

The nex t stage in  the  revo lu tiona ry  process 
w h ich  has made the U . S. w h a t i t  is  today was 
the w a r and c iv il w a r in  the 18th cen tu ry  fo r  
independence fro m  B r ita in  and fo r  the r ig h t  o f 
the A m erican  colonists to  ru le  themselves and 
the  cou n try ’s resources as they saw f i t .

The “ irrepress ib le  c o n flic t”  th a t broke ou t in  
the 19th cen tu ry  was a revo lu tion  aga inst the  
system o f s lavery, w h ich  was ham pering the in ­
d u s tria l developm ent o f the na tion  on a ca p ita l­
is t  basis and th rea ten ing  to  destroy the hard-w on 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f the masses, w h ite  as w e ll as 
black.

Thus we can see fro m  our own na tiona l expe ri­
ence th a t no system is  eternal. W hen conditions 
demand and o p p o rtu n ity  pe rm its , a system which 
the people rega rd  as ou tlived  gives place to  a new 
system. Sometimes the change is peaceful, some­
tim es v io le n t; i t  a ll depends on the power and 
a b il i ty  o f the old ru l in g  class to  use violence to  
obstruct the change demanded by the  m a jo r ity  
o f the people.

The present c a p ita lis t system owes its  e x is t­
ence and power to  three v ic to rious  revo lu tions —  
aga ins t Ind ian  tr ib a lis m , aga inst B r it is h  co lon ia l­
ism , aga inst Southern slavery. I t  seems ve ry  
im posing today, b u t we know  th a t i t  is n o t e te r­
na l, and th a t i t  w i l l  g ive  w ay to  a be tte r system

when the m a jo r ity  o f the people w an t a change 
and are ready to  f ig h t  fo r  it .  In  the op in ion o f 
the Socia list W orkers  P a rty  th a t day is no t fa r  
o ff ,  and i t  is  being hastened by the social, p o lit ic ­
al, economic and m ora l bankrup tcy  o f a ru lin g  
class th a t has ou tlived its  usefulness and can 
on ly  provide us w ith  increasing wars, depress­
ions-and invasions o f our c iv il r ig h ts .

T h a t is w hy the F o u rth  o f Ju ly  is no t a day 
o f dead cerem onial fo r  revo lu tiona ry  socialists, 
as i t  is  fo r  the c a p ita lis t ru le rs  who would like  
the people to  fo rg e t the revo lu tionaxy o rig in s  of 
the p ro f i t  system. We honor the revo lu tion is ts  
o f 1776 by t r y in g  to em ulate them , by seeking to 
complete the progressive w o rk  w h ich they began. 
A nd  we do so w ith  fu l l  confidence in  our a b ility  
to achieve success because the ca p ita lis t class i-  
m ak ing  li fe  as in to le rab le  fo r  the masses o f the 
people in  1950 as the B r it is h  ru le rs  did in  177t>.

W hen someone asks us how we, a .re la tiv e ly  
sm all and iso lated p a rty , can hope to lead the 
people in  such a g re a t un de rtak ing  as the esta^ 
lishm en t o f a new social system, we are remindeo 
o f the experiences o f past A m erican revo lu tions 
and encouraged by them.

E ve ry  g re a t progressive movem ent necessarily 
has to s ta r t  ou t as a m in o rity . Sam Adam s and 
his frien ds  who organized the Sons o f L ib e rty  
and the Com m ittees o f Correspondence which 
played such a decisive ro le  in  the revo lu tion  

•aga inst B r ita in  also began as a m in o r ity , and 
even in  th is  m in o r ity  on ly  a ve ry  sm all fra c tio n  
were fro m  the beg inn ing consciously in  fa v o r o f 
an a ll-o u t f ig h t  fo r  independence. S im ila r ly , in  
1830, the A b o litio n is ts  were a t in y  hand fu l, de­
spised, rid icu led  and persecuted. B u t these m i­
no ritie s  were d is tingu ished by two th in gs  —  a 
p rogram  th a t f it te d  the needs o f a na tion  in  
cris is , and a dogged de te rm ina tion  to keep f ig h t ­
in g  aga inst a ll odds. A s  a  re su lt they succeeded 
in w in n in g  the support o f the m a jo r ity  o f the 
people, no t on ly  in  the sense th a t th e ir  ideas were 
accepted bu t th a t they were fo u g h t fo r.

The c a p ita lis t class, w h ich favored and bene­
f ite d  fro m  past revo lu tions, hopes to  p reven t the 
ne x t one by  us ing w itch -hu n ts  and “ subversive”  
b lack lis ts  to suppress the re vo lu tio n a ry  m in o r ity  
o f our tim e. B u t they w on’t  succeed a t th is  in  
the long run  any m ore tha n  th e ir  B r it is h , T o ry  
and slavehold ing predecessors succeeded in  ho ld­
in g  back the m arch o f events in  previous cen­
turies .

The Taxes You Pay
■ - - ' ' ■ By Joseph Hansen - .... . .

SW P Candidate fo r  U. S. Senator, N . Y .

A round  election tim e  Congress ta lks  about eas­
in g  the ta x  burden fo r  the l i t t le  fe llow . Sometimes 
they go so fa r  as to knock a fe w  cents o f f  the 
annual levy. I t ’s a w ay o f s o ft­
en ing up the voters.

The shooting in  Korea, however, 
now gives them  a convenient p re ­
te x t fo r  passing up even th is  
sm all gesture. In  fa c t, i f  the w a r­
m ongering  propaganda about 
“ calcula ted r is k s ”  in  b r in g in g  the 
cold w a r to  a bo il is  any ind ica ­
tion , w e’re in  fo r  some increases 
th a t can f in a lly  s ink  the  fa m ily  
budget.

M aybe th e y ’l l  hold o f f  u n t il a fte r  election. B u t 
the experience o f tw o w o rld  w ars  should be p roo f 
enough th a t when the bombs begin dropp ing , no 
m a tte r w ha t else happens the re ’s one th in g  you 
can be sure o f —  the cost w i l l  be passed on down 
the line  u n t il i t  h its  the lowest income levels.

I f  taxes w ent fo r  use fu l th in gs  lik e  schools, 
h ighw ays, bridges, hospita ls, c iv ic  im provem ents 
and so on, no one would ob ject to c a rry in g  his 
fa ir  share.

However, on ly a few  pennies ou t o f each do l­
la r  you pay in  taxes goes fo r  such benefits. M ost 
o f th a t d o lla r goes down the bottom less d ra in  o f 
w ar. W ars past, w ars present and wars to  come.

T h is  is no t a ll. Since the governm ent gets its  
w ars on c red it, i t ’s no t on ly  the astronom ical 
cost o f w a r bu t in te res t on the debt too. In te re s t 
is up in the b illion s  a year now and no th in g  in  
s ig h t to b r in g  i t  down.

How are we to ge t ou t fro m  under th is  burden ? 
A n  im m ediate bbvious rem edy is ’ heavier taxes 
on the g ia n t m onopoly corporations. T h e ir p ro fits  
soared to a ll- t im e  h ighs d u rin g  the w a r. They 
came out o f the co n flic t w ith  tremendous new 
hold ings abroad and vast increases in  p la n t equip­
m ent b u ilt  a t governm ent expense. Now th e y ’re

run n ing  up- p ro fits  th a t make the w a r-tim e  moun­
ta ins  o f greenbacks look lik e  a n t h ills . W hy  no t 
send them  the ta x  b ill?

T h a t seems reasonable enough. W hy isn ’t  i t  
done? The d if f ic u lty  is they happen to  have 
among th e ir  m any m onopolies also a m onopoly 
on Congress. The views o f these experts on taxes 
are no t ne a rly  as com plicated as the fo rm s  they 
force us to f i l l  out. They f ig u re  th a t anyone forced 
to skim p a long on peanut wages and dumb enough 
to vote fo r  a Republican o r Dem ocrat is also the 
type th a t w i l l  c a rry  the b iggest p a r t  o f the tax  
burden i f  he’s approached r ig h t.

Now  there  are tw o sides to  the ta x  question 
. th a t are hard to see. One is the size o f the na­

tion a l debt and the am ount o f w a r expenditures 
in  the governm ent budget. The fig u re s  are ju s t 
too b ig  to ge t a hold of. They do ij’t  trans la te  easy 
in to  lunch-bucket language. The o ther th in g  th a t ’s 
hard to see is a sm all steady dribb le  o f pennies, 
nickels, dimes and dollars.

So f i r s t  they deduct a chunk ou t o f each pay 
check fo r  taxes. Then they ask fo r  a sales ta x  
on m ost o f the item s you exchange the res t o f 
the check fo r.

N e x t you add special taxes like  those slapped 
on show ticke ts , whiskey, c igare ttes, the baby’s 
ta lcum  powder and o ther such luxuries . Then the 
tax  on gAsoline, tra in  fa res, te legram s, the te le ­
phone —  so m any item s th a t when you f ig u re  
i t  up you wonder how the fa m ily  eats on w h a t’s 
le f t  o f th a t poor, ba tte red pay-check.

O bviously the re ’s a job  w a it in g  to be done on 
taxes. The poor should no t have to pay th rough  
the nose. The ta x  load should be placed on the 
rich . A f te r  a ll they can a ffo rd  to pay and i t  was 
th e ir  governm ent th a t ran  up the b ills .

Looked a t fro m  a do lla r and cents view, isn ’t  i t  
about tim e  labo r was p u ttin g  its  own tax  experts 
in Congress?

Stalin and Nationalism
To the amazement o f the w o rld  press, S ta lin  

has f in a lly  called a h a lt  to  one expression o f 
G reat Russian chauvin ism . The Russian la n ­
guage, he adm its , is  n o t the in s tru m e n t created 
by a new social system. The theo ry  dreamed up 
by N . Y . M a rr and ta u g h t as gospel t ru th  by the 
K re m lin  since 1934 is now declared “ u n -M a rx is t.”  
I ts  long re ign  is b razen ly confessed to  be due to 
“ a reg im e under which even the gen tles t c ritic ism  
was condemned and under w h ich  scientists were 
removed fro m  th e ir  posts o r demoted fo r  c ritic ism  
o f M a r r ’s teachings.”

In  a signed a rtic le  prepared fo r  P ravda, S ta lin  
speaks as though he were R ip  V an W in k le  awake­
n in g  in  a deplorable w o rltl. M a rr  was a ll w ro ng ; 
h is  theo ry  th a t d iffe re n t classes develop d if fe r ­
ent languages is “ absurd,”  and i t ’s h igh  tim e  fo r  
a change in  fhe books.

No one can believe th a t S ta lin  was p rev iously  
ig n o ra n t o f the M a r r  theory , or o f the bureau­
c ra tic  ty ra n n y  w h ich extends to every branch o f 
Soviet science. The spectacle o f the K re m lin  la y ­
in g  sole c la im  to cu ltu re , sc ientific  progress and 
knowledge genera lly  is fa m il ia r  to  exeryone. No 
one can seriously believe th a t S ta lin  w i l l  re lax  
the b ru ta l d ic ta to rsh ip  over Soviet th o u g h t; h is 
a rtic le  its e lf  is a ca ll fo r  a new bureaucra tic  
purge.

Back o f th is  change in line, we can see S ta lin ’s 
desperate fe a r o f T ito is t  sym path ies in  the 
sa te llite  countries. The connection between la n ­
guage and na tiona l oppression is  exce llen tly  
presented in a recent pam phlet, The Russian 
Language and G reat Russian Chauvinism , w r itte n  
by Radovan La lic , P rofessor o f F ore ign  La n ­
guages a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f Belgrade. (Published 
by the  Yugoslav In fo rm a tio n  Center, New 
Y o rk  10.)

L a lic  ca lls a tten tion  to  a Moscow order in ­
tended to make Russian the p rim e language o f 
Czechoslovakia. T h is  was no t the in d iv idu a l crim e 
o f a m isguided zea lo t among the bureaucrats,

bu t the avowed po licy  o f the K rem lin . The 
L ite ra ry  Gazette o f the Soviet Union on Jan. 1, 
1949, had a rro g a n tly  decreed ju s t  such action :

“ The replacem ent o f one w orld  language by an­
other, the Gazette had w ritte n , “ has occurred 
tim e and again th rou gh ou t thousands o f years 
o f the h is to ry  o f m ankind... Look ing  a t the fu tu re  
on New Y ea r’s Day, we see the Russian language 
as the w o rld  language o f socia lism .”

S ta lin is t censorship does no t a llow  us news o f 
how the Czechs received the app lica tion  o f th is  
theory, b u t resentm ent m ust have reached a h igh , 
p itch  to produce Moscow’s sudden change o f tone.

The s to ry  o f the K re m lin ’s G reat Russian 
chauvinism  did no t begin and does no t end, how­
ever, w ith  the language question. La lic  cites other 
invasions o f na tiona l r ig h ts  w ith in  the Soviet 
U n ion its e lf, especially a f te r  W orld  W ar I I .

W hole peoples in  Soviet autonomous republics 
have been uprooted and destroyed as nations. The 
K a lm uk, B a lka r, Checken, and Ingush populations 
were removed fro m  th e ir  homes by order o f the 
Presid ium  o f the Supreme Soviet o f the USSR, 
charged w ith  “ treason.”  Even i f  the charges were 
va lid , La lic  asks po in ted ly , “ how is i t  possible 
that, a whole people should be tray th e ir  socia list 
fa the rland  a fte r  <pver 20 years o f li fe  in  socialism  ? 
I f  treason was widespread among these people, 
as the Soviet rev is ion is ts  cla im , who then is to 
blame fo r  th is, where in lies the reason fo r  i t?  
And is the na tiona l question to be solved by such 
police m ethods?”

The Soviet Un ion today is a prison-house of 
nations, as i t  was under the ru le  o f the Czars. 
The w a lls  have been extended to  include Eastern 
Europe. S ta lin ’s w a rn in g  to  the ja ile rs  no t to 
impose th e ir  language on th e ir  prisoners does not 
mean a tu rn  to na tiona l freedom  fo r  the K re m lin ’s 
v ic tim s. I t  is  on ly a h yp o c ritica l prom ise o f a 
prison re fo rm , to keep the inm ates fro m  hearing 
so c lea rly  the Y ugoslav call to  independence.

t h e  MILITANT
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Stalinists Concoct 
Fantastic Charge 
Against Yugoslavs

By AI Lynn
LOS A N G E LE S , June 19 —  In 

a most suspicious-sounding s to ry  
released here in today’s S ta lin is t 
People’s W orld , “ T ito  thugs”  and 
the opening o f a new Yugoslav 
Consulate in  San Francisco were 
jo in t ly  blamed fo r  an alleged 
beating o f the manager o f the 
S ta lin is t San Francisco book 
store, on June 13.

In  a three column spread, reek­
ing w ith  the odor o f fa m il ia r  
S ta lin is t fram e-ups, the s to ry  is 
to ld o f John Voich, m anager of 
the In te rn a tio n a l Book Store, who 
was beaten and robbed a week 
ago. I t  took the S ta lin is ts  nearly  
a week to pub lish  (concoct) w ha t 
they obviously regard  as a very 
im p o rta n t s tory.

Voich re la tes th a t he received 
a m ysterious phone call on the 
n ig h t o f June 13, in fo rm in g  h im  
th a t the  b u ild in g  housing the book 
store was on fire. He says th a t as 
he prepared to leave h is  house to 
check on the fire , an autom obile 
appeared a t his door w ith  three 
Yugoslavs who wanted to  discuss 
the question o f Y ugoslav ia  w ith  
him . They offe red to g ive h im  a 
ride? downtown to the book store, 
bu t when they a rrived  there Was 
no fire.

Thereupon, according to Voich, 
they drove around the c ity  fo r  
several hours du rin g  w h ich they 
discussed Yugoslavia . Voich says 
they agreed w ith  eve ry th ing  he 
had' to say aga inst Yugoslavia 
and T ito . A l l  a t once they th rew  
him  out o f the car, beat h im  up 
and robbed h im , leav ing  h im  a 
few  m iles fro m  h is home.

F A N T A S T IC  C L A IM S
- In  his People’s W orld  s ta tem ent 

Voich says he is convinced tha t 
the a ttack was carried out by 
agents o f the T ito  governm ent 
“ because i t  was not done in  the 
fashion o f am ateurs.”  “ A nd ,”  he 
added, “ we know th a t the T ito  
governm ent hqs been shipp ing 
ju s t such w e ll-tra ined  experts a ll 
over the w o rld .”  He also claimed 
th a t there is a “ defin ite  l in k ”  be­
tween the beating  and the recent 
opening o f the Yugoslav Con- 
f il la te  in  San Francisco, ev idently  
be lieving tha t they send a con­
sulate ha lfw a y  around the w orld  
ju s t to take care o f him .

There are m any discrepancies 
in the s to ry  despite the long tim e 
the S ta lin is ts  required before they 
decided to t r y  to  f i t  th is  case in to  
th e ir  an ti-Y ugos lav  slander cam­
paign. I f  an assault ac tu a lly  took 
piace, i t  would seem th a t i t  was 
a case o f robbery.

O ust 157 W orke rs

A fte r  a th ree-hour session, regents o f the U n ive rs ity  o f C a li­
fo rn ia  approved the discharge o f 157 u n ive rs ity  employees fo r 
re fusa l to sign an an ti-C om m unist oath. L. to  r . :  L t .  Gov. Goodwdn 
K n ig h t, Gov. E a rl W arren  and U n ive rs ity  President Robert Sproul.

REGENTS INITIATE MASS 
PNRGE OF STAFF AT 
CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY

On June 23 the Board of Regents of the University 
of California dealt the most damaging blow yet given to 
the fast-fading academic freedoms in this country and
set ihe pa tte rn  fo r  the in s titu t io n  *>------------------------------------------------------

The decision o f the Regents was 
made unanim ously by the 18

M IC H A E L  B A R T E L L

Hansen, Bartell 
Head N. Y. Ticket

(Continued fro m  page 1)
elections in th is  state. In  1946, 
a lthough the p a rty  had overcome 
a ll the tremendous obstacles 
placed in its  pa th  by the reac­
tio n a ry  election laws, its  nom ina t­
in g  pe titio n  was challenged by 
the Dem ocratic P a rty , and its  
candidates were barred fro m  the 
ba llo t on a f lim s y , trum ped-up 
p re tex t. In  1948, however, the 
SW P succeeded in p lac ing its  
pres identia l t ic k e t on the ba llo t 
in  th is  state.

The election law  was d ra fted  
w ith  the de liberate in ten tion  o f 
nm king i t  as d iff ic u lt  as possible 
fo r  m in o r ity  parties to  be lis ted 
on the ba llo t. S ignatures are 
required from  a ll 62 counties in 
(he state except one, inc lud ing  
many which are ve ry  sparsely 
settled.v

Nevertheless the New Y o rk  
o rgan iza tion  is em bark ing on the 
campaign w ith  every confidence 
th a t i t  w i l l  be able to overcome 
these obstacles, so th a t the 
w orkers o f th is  s tate w i l l  have 
the o p po rtu n ity  to  vote fo r  a 
w orkers ’ tic k e t and a socia list 
p rogram  in  November.

o f though t-con tro l in  th is  coun­
t r y ’s campuses.

The Regents sum m arily  d is ­
charged 157 members o f the s ta f f  
who fa iled  to com ply w ith  th e ir 
A p r i l 21 order to s ign an an ti- 
“ subversive”  declaration (a  local 
fo rm  o f the “ lo y a lty ”  oa th ). 18 
others were fired  on the pre text 
th a t th e ir  w ork was “ unsatis­
fa c to ry .”  The cases o f 81 o ther 
“ non-signers”  w ill be taken up 
when the Regents meet again on 
J u ly  21.

The dispute over the “ lo y a lty ”  
oath has been ra g in g  in the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia  fo r  over 
a year. S ta ff  members by the 
hundred have pro tested aga inst i t  
¡.nd vowed th e ir  de term ination  no t 
to subm it.

S H A B B Y  RU SE
B ut the “ lib e ra l”  opposition 

among the members o f the Board 
o f Regents was easily beaten in to  
line by the w itch -hu n ting  m a jo rity  
by means o f a shabby ruse. On 
A p r i l 21 the w itch -hun te rs  “ w ith ­
drew”  (he ir demand fo r  a separate 
“ lo y a lty ”  oath and ordered in ­
stead a “ con tractua l com m it­
m ent”  to  exactly  the same effect.

They fu r th e r  lumped together 
the academic and non - academic 
employees, a stra tagem  to  make 
the opposition appear as an in ­
s ign ifican t m in o r ity . P resident 
Sproul reported p roud ly  to the 
Regents th a t “ ou t o f 9,929 le tte rs  
sent out requesting the non-Com- 
tnun ist declarations, sa tis fac to ry  
replies had been received from  
9,633.”

members present; s ix  members 
were absent. Gov. E a r l W arren, 
who a ll • th rough  the dispute 
donned the mask o f a “ lib e ra l,’ 
presided over th is  m eeting  and 
ga’C'e h is approval.

The w itch -hun te rs  have every 
reason to gloat, over the v ic to ry  
they have chalked up. They have in 
s titu ted  the m ost sweeping purge 
in modern tim es in  an Am erican 
un ive rs ity , se tting  the precedent 
and the pa tte rn  fo r  the  rest o f the 
country.

W ith  the in tens ifica tion  o f the 
w a r hyste ria , which is bound to 
continue regardless o f  the fina l 
cutcome o f the explosion in 
Korea, the w itch -hun te rs  and a ll 
the enemies o f c iv il r ig h ts  w i l l  
jedouble th e ir  e ffo rts . C learly, 
i f  the C a lifo rn ia  w itch  - hunters 
are not reso lu te ly  beaten back, i t  
is m ere ly a question o f tim e  be­
fo re  a ll our schools and un ive r­
s ities w i l l  be reg im ented, as hap­
pened in  Germ any under H it le r  
and in  the M ikado ’s Japan.

Robert W. Kenny, a tto rney  fo r  
the “ non-signers,”  has announced 
th a t a tes t case in the courts is 
be ing planned. C ourt action is, of 
course, indicated, b u t i t  is p i t i ­
fu l ly  inadequate, as recent cou rt 
decisions against c iv il r ig h ts  have 
shown. I f  any case m ust become 
a national one, i t  is th is  s in is te r 
purge in  C a lifo rn ia  U n ive rs ity . 
F o r obviously i t  concerns no t on ly 
the progressive elements among 
students and teachers, bu t a ll ot 
the labor and lib e ra l forces ir  
th is  country.

Rogge Defies CP > 
Makes Pro-Yugoslav Speech

(Continued from  Page 1)
the hotel management to cancel 
the ha ll w ith  the th re a t th a t 
dem onstrations and violence would 
take place i f  the m eeting werq 
held. T h is  also blew up in  th e ir  
face when the management 
decided to cancel the h a ll rented 
to the YPA bu t rented the same 
hall to the in d iv idua l members o f 
(he W estside C lub who were 
sponsoring the m eeting in  de­
fiance o f w hat they characterized 
a “ high-handed, ir re g u la r decision 
by enemies o f the new socia list 
regim e in  Y ugoslavia .”

In  h is speech, Rogge expressed 
his support o f the  T ito  regim e. 
“ They broke fro m  the Com inform  
because they wanted|to  make th e ir  
re fo rm s in th e ir  own w ay,”  he 
¿aid, “ and they have every r ig h t  
to do so.”

D u rin g  the question period 
Rogge underscored the m any p ro ­
gressive aspects o f the new 
regim e. “ I t ’s sheer nonsense to 
ca ll th is  a fasc is t sta te ,”  he to ld 
the S ta lin is ts . “ They are bu ild ing  
socialism  fo r  the benefit o f  the 
people, b u t they are iTitent on 
do ing i t  th e ir  own way. They are 
res is ting  d ic ta tion  fro m  the East 
and they w il l  res is t i t  fro m  th is  
country .”

“ The bu lk  o f the people are 
obviously in support o f the  new 
reg im e,”  he said. “ I  heard more 
real discussion o f the problem  of 
human freedom  in  Yugoslavia 
than anywhere else I ’ve been. 
They are bent on developing- 
freedom  o f the in d iv idu a l in  a 
collective society, and even those 
o f us who m ay doubt th a t th is

can be done should support th e ir 
r ig h t  to t r y  it . ”

“ 1 W O N ’T  A N S W E R ”
The scandalous ro le  o f the 

S ta lin is ts  in  a tte m p tin g  to sup­
press pub lic  discussion o f Y ugo­
slavia  was bared to the h i l t  a t 
th is  m eeting. A tte m p tin g  to s k ir t  
the issue, the hack fro m  the Y'PA 
County Com m ittee, Joe K ay, 
declared to the meeting- th a t the 
issue o f Rogge speaking- on Y ugo­
slavia was no t a t a l l invo lved in  
th e ir  e ffo r ts  to p reven t the 
m eeting o r th e ir  expulsion p ro ­
ceedings against those responsible 
i'o r its  organ iza tion . “ This is 
s im p ly  a case,”  l ie ’ asserted, “ o f 
people w ith  a pub lic  record o f 
d is rup tive  ac tiv itie s  and opposi­
t ion  to  the p rogram  o f Y P A .”  

T h is  was blown sky-h igh  when 
A lexander Jurich , cha irm an o f the 
ed ito ria l board o f N o v i L is t, paper 
o f the Friends o f New Y ugo­
slavia, rose from  the audience and 
posed the question to  K a y : 
“ W ould the Y P A  sponsor a meet­
ing fo r  M r. Rogge on the subject 
o f Y ugos lav ia?”  In  a p it i fu l ly  
weak voice,' K ay rep lied “ I 
won’t  answer th a t question.”

The audience expressed loud ap­
proval as Ju rich  then condemned 
h im  as “ an agent o f the Com in­
fo rm  . . .  a group o f p o lit ic a l 
gangsters who arc opposed to 
democracy anywhere.”

The m eeting closed w ith  an ap­
peal by the chairm an, E the l 
Peterson Weiss, fo r  a ll Y P A  m em ­
bers to jo in  the f ig h t against the 
proposed expulsions and “ le t the 
v ilif ie rs  o f Y ugoslavia  know tha t 
we w ill not be s ilenced!”

NAACP Parley 
Votes to Start 
Own Witch-Hunt

By J. Blake
BOSTON, June 25 — The 41st annual conference of 

the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, concluded here this week, took a long step back­
wards in  the s trugg le  fo r  in te rna l 
democracy and fo r  c iv il libe rties  
in general by opening up its  own 
p riva te  w itch -hun t.

Instead o f seriously a ttem p ting  
to analyze the reasons fo r  the 
fa ilu re  o f the N A A C P ’s po litica l 
action program  to  w in  c iv il r ig h ts  
leg is la tion , and instead o f ca re ­
fu lly  seeking the cause o f the 
tremendous loss o f membership 
in the past few  years, the na­
tiona l officers d iverted the d is­
sa tis fac tion  o f the delegates in to  
the dangerous course o f b lam ing 
(he “ Com m unists”  fo r  a ll th e ir 
o rgan iza tiona l il ls .

A f te r  the g roundw ork had been 
la id by a barrage o f speakers, 
na tional officers and guests in ­
vited to address the convention, 
the na tiona l board o f d irectors 
go t the reso lu tion they wanted by 
a vote o f 309 to 57, w ith  the rest 
o f the 500 delegates fro m  38 
states e ithe r no t present o r 
abstain ing.

SW E E P IN G  POW ERS

nside organized labor to e lim ina te  
color bars which i s t i l l  e x is t in  
unions.

The N A A C P  also passed reso lu­
tions on social security , m in im um  
wages, housing, pub lic  w orks 
program s and FE P C  which were 
p ra c tica lly  iden tica l w ith  the 
demands o f the labo r movement.

P O L IT IC A L  C O N F A B
N A A C P  E xecu tive Secretary 

W a lte r W h ite  announced th a t the 
board o f d irectors “ has approved 
a recom m endation th a t a m eeting 
be called th is  fa l l  o f in terested 
organ izations to p lan un ited  
action aga inst those po litic ian s  
in Congress who sold us ou t on 
c iv il r ig h ts .”

He made i t  very clear, however, 
th a t th is  m eeting would represent 
no th ing more than the same old 
po licy o f “ rew ard ing  friends and 
punishing enemies”  among the 
Democrats and Republicans, w h ile  
d isc rim in a tin g  against m in o r ity  
parties.

The reso lu tion empowered the 
board o f d irectors to appo int a 
com m ittee “ to investiga te  and 
study the ideolog ica l composition 
and trends o f the membership and 
leadership o f the local branches”  
and “ to suspend and reorganize, 
or l i f t  the cha rte r and expel any 
branch which, in  the judgm ent of 
the Board o f D irecto rs . . . comes 
under Com m unist o r o ther p o li­
tica l con tro l and dom ination .”

On p o lit ic a l action, th is  yea r’s 
convention reso lu tion  had no th ­
ing  more to say than la s t yea r’s: 
Both the Dem ocrats and Repub­
licans le t us down. “ We rea lize 
th a t in the days ahead, a tta in ­
m ent o f our le g is la tive  program  
w ill depend la rge ly  upon the 
fu lle s t p a rtic ip a tio n  o f ou r mem­
bership in a dynam ic p o lit ic a l 
action p rog ram  w ith in  the non­
pa rtisan  p o licy  o f the Associa­
tion .”

There was no analysis o r ex­
p lanation o f w hy th a t po licy has 
fa iled to ge t resu lts  up to now nor 
was any reason given fo r  be liev­
ing tha t a con tinuation  o f the 
same fake non - pa rtisansh ip  w ill 
b ring  d iffe re n t resu lts  th is  year.

A positive achievement o f the 
convention was its  c learcut re ­
jection o f the proposal by the 
Rochester, N .Y ., branch to narrow- 
the field o f a c t iv ity  o f the N A A C P  
s tr ic t ly  to m atters  o f d isc rim in a ­
tion, and to w ith d ra w  from  the 
g row ing  alliance w ith  labor in the 
s trugg le  fo r broad social le g is la ­
tion .

In a strong reso lu tion  on labor 
and em ploym ent, the N A A C P  
rea ffirm ed its  support o f collec­
tive  ba rga in ing  and dem ocratic 
t ’-ade un ionism , urged Negroes to 
be loya l and active un ion m em ­
bers and to exe rt pressure fro m

“ Notice is hereby served,”  he 
said, “ th a t no p o lit ic a l p a r ty  w i l l  
be pe rm itted  e ith e r to  pa rtic ip a te  
or to in fluence the decisions o r 
actions o f th is  conference. W e 
sha ll meet, on a com plete ly non­
pa rtisan  basis as Am erican c it i ­
zens and vote rs who are b it te r  
a t the se llou t we have su ffe red  
and who are determ ined to ex­
press our d isapprova l, irrespec­
tive  o f p o lit ic a l p a rty , o f those 
who fa iled  to keep th e ir  word.”

The convention decision to ho ld 
next yea r’s conference in  A tla n ta  
is expected by some to  have a 
sa lu ta ry  e ffe c t in  b r in g in g  the 
o rgan iza tion  closer to  the c rux  
r>f the Negro strugg le , the Southj 
and fu r th e r  fro m  the demagogy o f 
N o rthe rn  “ libe ra lism ”  and its  
pa te rna lis tic  ad m in is tra tio n  in ­
fluences.

On the perennia l problem  o f
dem ocra tization o f the N A A C P  
its e lf, the on ly  progress made was 
fu r th e r  in te g ra tio n  o f you th  m em ­
bers th rough  representation on 
the na tiona l com m ittee and branch 
committees.

S T IL L  IN  T H E  S A D D LE
H ighest a u th o rity  in  the o rgan­

iza tion rem ains w ith  the na tiona l 
board o f d irectors ra the r than 
w ith  the delegated representa­
tives o f the membership a t the  
convention, and the new power 
given the board to  purge the 
branches fa r  outweighs the sm all 
concessions to  the youth.

The N A A C P  now is as bureau­
c ra tic  an organ iza tion  as some 
o f the w o rs t o f the unions. 
W hether the ra n k  and file  mem­
bership in the branches w i l l  accept 
w ith o u t pro test the type  o f leader­
ship th a t settled more securely in  
the saddle a t the Boston con­
ference, rem ains to  be seen.

MYER DEFENDS RENT CONTROL 
IN CHICAGO RADIO DEDATE

CH IC AG O , June 25 —  In  a 
radio fo rum  broadcast over sta­
tion  W G N today, M . J. M yer, 
d irec to r o f the C itizens C om m it­
tee fo r  Rent C ontro l, called fo r  
continued federa l re n t contro ls 
strengthened by c rim in a l sanc­
tions fo r  v io la tors. He pointed out 
tha t the present law  is fu l l  o f 
loopholes, runs fo r  on ly  s ix 
months, and can be renewed fo r 
no more than six  months again.

“ The housing shortage w i l l  not 
be solved in a yea r,”  he declared. 
“ So adequate re n t contro ls should 
be extended in d e fin ite ly  t i l l  the 
shortagfe ac tu a lly  ends.”

M yer spoke on the N o rth w e s t­
ern U n iv e rs ity  “ Review ing Stand”  
program . He debated the re n t

On the Class 
Nature of 
Yugoslavia

A  discussion a rtic le  by  M. 
Pablo in the December issue 
o f the SW P’s In te rn a tio n a l In ­
fo rm a tion  B u lle tin , 27 pp.,
25c.
A lso s t i l l  ava ilab le : the June 
issue, con ta in ing  the F ourth  
In te rn a tio n a l IE C  resolutions 
on the w a r danger, the evolu­
tion  o f the b u ffe r  countries, 
and China. 35 pp., 25c.

O rder from
Socialist W orkers  P a rty '

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N . Y .

con tro l issue w ith  James C. 
Downs Jr., p resident o f the C h i­
cago D w ellings Association, and 
Cornelius Tenginga, president o f 
the Taxpayers A ction  Com m ittee 
o f Chicago.

Both B row n and Teng inga op­
posed re n t con tro l. They argued 
th a t contro ls deprived the land ­
lo rd o f fu l l  r ig h ts  in his p ro pe rty , 
and th a t they prolonged the 
housing shortage.

When B rown drew a dism al 
p ic tu re  o f the land lo rd ’s p lig h t, 
M yer read from  a recent s ta te ­
ment by H. T . Nelson, head’o f the 
N a tiona l R ealty  Board, expressing 
unbounded enthusiasm over the 
fu tu re  o f p rope rty  values. Ten- 
g inga ’s answer was th a t Nelson 
is no t a landlord.

The discussion ranged over the 
whole field o f housing, fro m  the 
m eaning o f the b u ild in g  boom to 
the high cost o f apa rtm en t bu ild ­
ings.

B rown claimed th a t the average 
tenant today spends no more than 
25% o f h is income fo r  ren t, and 
¡jointed ou t th a t  th is  p ro po rtion  
has long been recommended by 
economists.

M ye r challenged th is  f ig u re , 
po in tin g  to  the redecorating , 
m aintenance and o ther costs so 
fre q u e n tly  borne by the tenant 
today. F u rth e r he asked: W hy  
fhou ld  the 25% figu re  be per­
m anent? I f  the standard o f 
l iv in g  is to rise, w hy can’t  a m an 
(jay a sm alle r p ropo rtion  o f h is 
income fo r  re n t and have th a t 
much more general bu y in g  
power?

By Ruth Johnson


