
The Kind ot 
Unity Workers 
Want and Need

By Art Preis

Workers of the World, Unite !

CIO President Philip Murray and his nine vice-presi­
dents have addressed a broad unity proposal to all the 
major labor unions. Murray emphasized that it  is “ the most 

s ig n ifica n t proposal o f its  k in d ’' ^  
th a t the CIO  has ever made. I
comes as a counter to Mine 
W orkers President John L. Lew is 
recent plea fo r  a “ m utua l a id ”  
pac t in defense o f strikes.

In  a le tte r  sent to the official? 
o f the A F L , U n ited  M ine W ork 
ers, In te rn a tion a l Association o! 
M ach in ists and lead ing railway 
unions, the CIO leaders propose 
the  establishm ent o f a standing 
jo in t  com m ittee. T h is  com m ittee 
they  said, w ould serve a tw o-fo ld  
fun c tion . I t  would w ork  im ­
m ed ia te ly  to  coordinate the ac­
t iv it ie s  o f a ll its  m ember organ 
iza tions  on economic, leg is la tive 
and p o lit ic a l problems. I t  would 
consider means tow ard the organic 
m erger o f these unions in to  one

F o r m any years, The M ilita n t 
has consistently p u t fo r th  a p ro ­
g ram  o f un ited labo r action fo r 
a f ig h tin g  defense o f the A m e ri­
can w o rk in g  class. D u rin g  the 
f ir s t  g re a t pos t-w ar s tr ike  wave, 
before and a f te r  passage o f the 
T a ft-H a rt le y  A c t, fro m  the very 
s ta r t  o f the recent m ine strugg le , 
we have v ig o ro us ly  advocated a 
jo in t  action program .

W HO , W H Y , W H A T
A t  the same tim e, we have a l­

ways stated the indispensable 
conditions fo r  a sound u n ity  th a t 
w i l l  re a lly  strengthen labor. We 
have advised un ion is ts  to examine 
w ith  a c r it ic a l eye every proposal 
fo r  u n ity  —  p a r tic u la r ly  organic 
m erger o f the CIO  and A F L  —  
to  see th a t i t  m et the conditions 
fo r  a progressive u n ity . We have 
a lw ays asked who in itia te d  the 
proposal, w ha t purposes do they 
have in  m ind, w h a t k ind  o f u n ity  
do they w ant?

N o doubt M u rra y ’s la test p ro ­
posal w i l l  find w ide response 
among the w orkers. I f  there is 
an y th in g  they desire above a ll 
else —  a desire in tensified by the 
recent lessons o f the coal, steel 
and o ther s trikes  —  i t  is  labor 
U n ity  to  e ffe c tive ly  f ig h t fo r  
labo r’s in te rests and to  defend 
th e ir  unions against the B ig  B usi­
ness a ttem pts  to  smash them  “ one 
at a tim e .”

B u t is th is  the so rt o f u n ity  
M u rra y  has in m ind? Does he 
in tend  a f ig h tin g  u n ity  to  defeat 
la b o r’s enemy, the c a p ita lis t ex­
p lo it in g  class? Does he w ant to 
u n ify  the ranks fo r  ba ttle?  O r is 
he th in k in g  o f u n ity  on top, the 
consolidation o f the bureaucrats 
in to  one pow erfu l machine to 
keep down the ranks, to  suppress 
m ilita n c y  and to  t ie  the unions 
m ore t ig h t ly  to the ca p ita lis t 
governm ent and, more specifica lly, 
to  the  T rum an ad m in is tra tion  and 
the Dem ocratic P a rty ?

Recent events th ro w  much l ig h t  
on the u n ity  aim s o f M u rra y  and

he A F L  leaders to whom his 
proposal is p r in c ip a lly  addressed.

I t  is  no tew orthy th a t ne ither 
the CIO  nor the A F L  leaders 
showed the s ligh te s t in it ia t iv e  in 
seeking jo in t action d u rin g  the 
lecent coal and steel s trikes. Th< 
A F L  leaders even rejected an 
appeal fo r  lega l aid to the m iners 
hi com batting  T a f t - H a r t le y  in 
junctions. M u rra y  brushed o f f  
Lew is’ proposal fo r  concfete 
measures o f m utua l defense in 
s trikes. A t  no tim e have M u rra y  
and A F L  President W illia m  Green 
evinced in te rest in* fo rg in g  unity- 
on the f ir in g  line  against the 
bosses.

B u t fo r  the past m onths we 
have heard fro m  w ith in  the top 
circles o f the A F L  bureaucracy 
tha t recent developments a ffe c t­
ing the CIO have insp ired “ new 
th in k in g ”  on the question o f 
u n ity  and th a t the A F L  chiefs 
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CIO Hits Mundt Bill 
At House Hearing
Thomas E. H a rris , assistant 

general counsel o f the CIO, 
to ld the House U n-A m erican 
A c tiv it ie s  Com m ittee hearing 
on A p r i l 4 tha t the M undt- 
N ixon b ill fo r  the reg is tra tio n  
o f “ subversives”  would “ not 
only deny c iv il r ig h ts  to Com­
m unists but would put at 
hazard the c iv il r ig h ts  of 
everyone else.”

The b ill,  he said, “ imposes 
penalties upon association and 
opinion ra th e r than overt ac­
tions”  and “ could impose a 
blackout upon the c iv il r ig h ts  
o f thousands o f ind iv idua ls  
who would be driven from  
progressive organ izations out 
o f fea r th a t the vague p ro v i­
sions (o f  the b i l l)  m igh t be 
made applicable to  them .”  I t  
contains “ a serious threa t to 
our most cherished con s titu ­
tiona l safeguards.”

AEC Censors "
AmericanBurns Copies

By Joseph Keller
Washington is preparing to suppress, through direct 

censorship, all public discussion on Truman’s H-Bomb 
policy. Symbolically, the firs t major move in the censor­
ship drive  is  a N a z i- like  book- ®
bu rn ing  carried  ou t under the 
orders and the d irec t supervision 
o f the  A tom ic  Energy Com­
mission.

The Scientific  Am erican, a 
popu lar science m on th ly  over 100 
years old, was forced to  burn 
3,000 copies o f its  A p r i l issue 
con ta in ing  an a rtic le  on the H - 
Bomb which the  A E C  censored 
a fte r  the m agazine had gone to 
press. D r. Hans A . Bethe, Corne ll 
U n iv e rs ity  physics pro fessor and 
fo rm e r ch ie f o f the  theore tica l 
physics d iv is ion  o f the Los A lam os 
Scientific  Labo ra to ry , is  the 
au tho r o f  the censored a rtic le .

A ltho ug h  the a rtid fe  contained 
no m a te ria l th a t the A E C  had 
called “ classified”  and a ll in ­
fo rm a tion  in i t  had been published 
elsewhere, the A E C  o ffic ia ls  in ­
sisted th a t ce rta in  portions o f the 
a rtic le  be deleted, th a t the prin ted 
issues o f the m agazine con ta in ing  
the undeleted a rtic le  be burned, 
tha t a ll proofs and galleys also 
be burned and th a t the type o f 
the censored passages be melted 
down.

I t  was no t byr accident th a t the 
T rum an - appointed A E C  picked 
c u t the Scientific  Am erican and 
Dr. Bethe fo r  v ic tim iza tio n . The 
m agazine has been c r it ic a l o f the 
in tim id a tio n , surve illance and sup­

pression to  w h ich  Am erican 
scientists have been increasing ly  
subjected in  the w itch  - hu n t 
in itia te d  under T rum an ’s “ lo y a lty ”  
program . D r. Bethe was one o f 
12 lead ing a tom ic scientists who 
warned la s t F eb ru a ry  th a t the 
Il-B o m b  could lead to the a n n i­
h ila tio n  o f hu m an ity  and called 
c-n T rum an to pledge th a t the 
U . S. would never use the H - 
Bomb firs t.

C A L C U L A T E D  TE S T
The A E C ’s action  was un­

doubtedly a calculated move to 
extend the insid ious tentacles o f 
censorship deeper in  A m erican 
life . I t  selected the m ost d is tin ­
guished and w ide ly-read pub lica­
tion in the field and the man who 
has made some o f the ch ie f 
theore tica l con tribu tions  on which 
the developm ent o f the  new H- 
Bomb is based. I f  i t  can got 
aw ay w ith  so d rastic  and a rb i­
t ra ry  a censorship o f th is  m aga­
zine and th is  sc ientis t, i t  can 
proceed to  censor a lm ost any pub­
lica tion .

Gerard P ie l, ed ito r o f Scientific  
Am erican, revealed the  censorship 
on M arch 31. He said the bu rn ing 
o f the magazine was carried  out 
“ under pressure.”  Bethe h im se lf 
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Bridges Verdict Strikes 
Blow at Labor’s Rights

MATTHIESSEN COMMITS 
SUICIDE OVER COLD WAR

By Sidney Crabbe
BOSTON, April 3 — With the death by suicide of 

Francis O. Matthiessen early in the morning of April 1 
the working people have lost a true friend and fearless 
defender. Famous in  scholarly '®  '
c ircles th roughou t the w o rld  fo r  
h is  c r it ic a l w r it in g s  on Am erican 
l i fe  and lite ra tu re , th is  H a rvard  
U n iv e rs ity  pro fessor ac tive ly  apd 
pu b lic ly  associated h im se lf w ith  
the  cause o f labor and the move­
m ent fo r  em ancipation fro m  
cap ita lis t bondage.

Modest, k ind and courageous, 
he was never known to  refuse his 
services in  any case in vo lv ing  the 
v io la tio n  o f the r ig h ts  o f an in ­
d iv idua l, group o r rad ica l pa rty . 
He was among the cha rte r na­
tio n a l com m ittee members o f the 
C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee 
w h ich was form ed in  1941 to 
defend the leaders o f the Social­
is t  W orkers P a rty  and M in ­
neapolis T ruckd rive rs  Un ion who 
were the f irs t  to  be ja ile d  under 
the  S m ith  “ Gag”  A ct.

A ID E D  K U T C H E R
The pressure o f F B I investiga ­

tions, Congressional and state 
le g is la tu re  com m ittee red -ba iting , 
and newspaper smear a ttacks 
could not te r r ify  h im  in to  
renouncing his so lid a rity  w ith  a ll 
v ic tim s  > f  the m ounting  cold w a i 
aga ins t c iv il libe rties  and la bo r’s 
r ig h ts . One o f his la s t challenges 
to  the w itch -hu n te rs  was the 
in it ia t io n  o f an appeal to  h is col­
leagues on the H a rva rd  fa cu lty , 
ca llin g  upon them  in the name o f 
academic freedom  to  back the case 
o f James K u tche r and declare 
th e ir  opposition to  the “ lo y a lty ”  
purge. F if ty -n in e  fe llo w  p ro­
fessors responded to th is  appeal.

The h ire lin g  press which praises 
a ll k inds o f respectable rascals.

m oney-makers and careerists is 
t ry in g  to befoul the repu ta tion  o f 
fh is  independent th in ke r and 
pervert the m eaning o f his death 
by p lacing the brand o f S ta lin ism  
upon him . In  the note le f t  behind 
in  the 1 2 th - f lo o r  room from  
which he leaped to  h is death. 
P ro f. M atth iessen made p la in  both 
his views and the m otive fo r  his 
suicide.

“ I am a C h ris tian  and I also 
am a Socialist. I  believe f irm ly  
in in te rn a tio n a l peace. I  am 
aga inst any o rder th a t in te rfe res 
w ith  th a t ob jective.”  He sacrificed 
the rest o f h is  l i fe  as an act o f 
p o lit ic a l p ro te s t aga inst ca p ita l­
ism, its  w ars and its  w itch -hunts .

“ IN D E P E N D E N T  R A D IC A L ”
The T ro tsky is ts  o f Massa­

chusetts and elsewhere had ample 
reason to respect and revere th is  
scholar w ith  the s p ir it  o f the old 
A bo lition is ts . He recent',;,- v isited 
the Boston headquarters . o f the 
Socia list W orkers  P a rty  to hear 
V incen t R. Dunne ta lk  on c iv il 
r ig h ts  and the labor movement. 
He was a g rea t adm ire r o f the 
men who b u ilt  the pow erfu l 
team ster unions in  the N o rth ­
west.

A t  th a t tim e  he rem arked: 
“ They say I  am a S ta lin is t. B u t 
i t  is n o t tru e ; do no t believe 
them .”  A lthough  active  in the 
Progressive P a rty , he would not

Frame-up Menaces All Who 
Oppose Government Policies

Any union leader who does not submit to the dictates 
of the U. S. State Department or who opposes the “ cold 
war”  policies of the Truman administration faces the 
th rea t o f fram e-up  and im p rison -® -------------------------------------------------------

SOLICIT GREETINGS FOR 
N.Y. KUTCHER JOURNAL

NEW YORK, April 4 — The New York Chapter Of 
the Kutcher Civil Rights Committee today announced 
plans for a benefit entertainment and dance to raise fuhds 
to c a rry  fo rw a rd  the  f ig h t in be- ®
h a lf o f the legless veteran, James 
Kutcher, who was purged fro m  
his governm ent job  because of 
his p o lit ic a l ideas.

In  con junction w ith  the -dance, 
which w ill be held June 16 a t the 
H ote l Capito l, the com m ittee is 
pub lish ing a souvenir jo u rn a l 
which w ill contain greetings and 
advertisem ents fro m  labor and 
libe ra l supporters o f the legless 
veteran as w e ll as friends and 
m erchants in  the m etropo litan  
area.

Members and sym path izers of 
the com m ittee are a lready engaged 
in so lic itin g  ads fo r  the jo u rn a l, 
which w ill range fro m  $60 fo r  a 
fu l l  page down to in d iv idua l 
greetings a t $1 apiece.

A M A L G A M A T E D  BO ARD
A lthough the pro ject is ju s t 

g e ttin g  under way, the com m ittee 
has already had an encouraging 
response. The New Y ork  Joint 
Board o f the CIO  Am algam ated 
C lo th ing W orkers has subscribed 
to the firs t fu ll-p a g e  g reeting  and 
over $100 has been contribu ted by 
m erchants and friends o f I be com­
m ittee.

The CIO N a tiona l M aritim e  
U nion las t week notified the

KCRC th a t i t  has voted to g ive 
both m ora l and financia l aid to ­
w ard  K u tch e r’s fig h t.

So has the A F L  B rotherhood o f 
Sleeping Car Porters. In  a le tte r  
signed by President A . P h ilip  
Randolph, the KCRC was in fo rm ­
ed: “ The Brotherhood o f Sleeping 
Car Porters unequivocally lends 
its  support to the K u tcher Com 
m ittee and resolves to assist in 
the rem oval o f th is  b lo t and m is­
carriage from  ou r democracy and. 
thereby, he lp / restore James 
K utche r to his jo b .”

K u tcher h im se lf w i l l  be active 
in com ing weeks in  speaking be­
fo re  organ izations in th is  area. 
La s t Sunday he appeared before 
a successful m eeting o f the 
P rooklyn  N A A C P  Youth  Council, 
which passed a reso lution in  his 
support.

T yp ica l o f the response K u tcher 
gets from  union members was 
the incident a t last week’s meet­
ing  o f IU E -C IO  Local 447 in 
N u tley , N.. J. A f te r  hearing him , 
the members passed a m otion to 
donate $20 tow ard his figh t. A n ­
o ther m otion was then made from  
the flo o r fo r  a collection, which 
netted $50.96.

Italian Trotskyists 
Step Up Activity in 
Rome, Other Cities

ROM E, M ar. 16 —  The f ir s t  
and h igh ly  successful public meet­
ing  o f the Ita lia n  T ro ts k y is t o r ­
ganization —  the R evo lu tionary 
Com m unist Groups —  was held 
in  th is  c ity  on M arch '5. More than 
200 people ga thered in  the ha ll, 
decorated w ith  p o rtra its  o f Lenin 
and T ro ts k y  and a banner o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, to  lis ten  to 
a speech on the program m atic  
foundations o f the T ro ts k y is t 
movement delivered by L iv io  
M a itan , secretary o f the o rgan iz ­
ation.

M a itan  was fo rm e r secretary o f 
the Ita lia n  S oc ia lis t Y ou th  and 
fo rm e r m ember o f the N a tiona l 
Executive o f the Dem ocratic Peo­
ple ’s F ron t. The m eeting was 
w ide ly  covered by the da ily  and 
weekly press in Rome.

O TH E R  M E E T IN G S
A s im ila r m eeting has already 

been held a t Palerm o, the capi­
ta l o f S ic ily , and a th ird  is sched­
uled in M ilan . In  addition, the 
Ita lia n  T ro tsky is ts  have also 
scheduled a pub lic  m eeting on 
Yugoslav ia  to be held in Rome 
on A p r i l 2.

The Ita lia n  T ro tsky is ts  have!

ment. That is the meaning o f the 
conviction on a trum ped - up 
“ p e r ju ry ”  charge o f C IO  Long­
shoremen’s leader H a rry  Bridges 
in  an 85-day t r ia l  before a federa l 
court in  San Francisco.

And any law yers who assume 
the defense o f persons accused o f 
being “ Com m unists”  and “ sub­
versives”  do so a t the r is k  o f th e ir 
own freedom. That is the mean­
in g  o f the v in d ic tive  ja i l  sentences 
fo r  “ contem pt”  imposed by the 
t r ia l judge on B ridges’ a ttorneys.

The w itch -hun te rs , who set out 
d i-libe ra te ly  to  “ g e t”  B ridges and 
then cooked up the  charge th a t 
he lied in sw earing th a t he had 
never been a m ember o f the  Com­
m un is t P a rty  when he g o t his 
n a tu ra liza tio n  papers in  1945, are 
saying th a t B ridges go t a “ fa i r ”  
t r ia l before a “ ju r y  o f his peers.”

No, B ridges g o t a t r ia l  before 
a handpicked m iddle - class ju ry , 
surrounded by a poisonous w itc h ­
hu n t atmosphere, who were under 
pressure to  b r in g  in  a conviction 
lest they themselves be v ic tim ized  
and branded as “ d is loya l”  fo r  
acq u ittin g  a man th a t the govern­
m ent said is “ subversive.”

F ro m  s ta rt to fin ish , the Bridges 
case has reeked o f fram e - up. 
Three tirties before, the govern­
m ent had attem pted to  have 
Bridges deported to his na tive  
A u s tra lia  on the grounds o f his 
alleged membership in the Com­
m un is t P a rty . And three tim es, 
ru lin g s  aga inst h im  were re ­
versed —  the la s t tim e  by the 
U. S. Supreme Court. The judge 
in the la tes t t r ia l d id  no t even 
p e rm it these v ita l facts  to be 
given the ju ry .

The governm ent’s case was 
based e n tire ly  on the testim ony o f 
stoolpigeons, most o f them sworn

enemies o f B ridges in the labo r 
movement. One o f them  gave the 
fram e-up aw ay when he testified  
th a t in  October 1948 he had been 
called in to  conference by the 
then - A tto rn e y  General, Tom 
C la rk , who to ld  the w itness tha t 
“ they wanted to  remove the in ­
fluence o f M r. B ridges and others 
from  the labor m ovem ent.”

The new move to  v ic tim ize  
Bridges came la s t yea r in  the 
m ids t o f the  b it te r  H aw a iian  dock 
w orkers  s tr ik e  led by B ridges ’ 
un ion. On June 26, 1949, C la rk  
said in a speech before the A m e ri­
can R e lie f fo r  G erm any C om m it­
tee a t the U n iv e rs ity  Club in  
M ilw aukee : “ I f  we are successful 
in  our prosecution o f B ridges i t  
m ay be th a t we can break the 
H aw aiian  s tr ik e  w ith o u t anyv in ­
te rven tion .”

R E S U LT  OF CO LD W A R
Bridges isn ’t  fac in g  seven years 

in prison because he broke any 
laws o r even because he is an 
alleged agent o f the K re m lin . 
When Bridges was an outspoken 
supporte r o f Am erican im p e ria l­
ism , when he was a lead ing w a r­
tim e s trikeb reake r and exponent 
o f the perm anent no -s tr ike  pledge, 
then the ad m in is tra tio n  in  W ash­
in g to n  took h im  to  its  bosom and 
protected him  fro m  p rosecu ton , 
regardless o f h is S ta lin is t con­
nections. B u t now lie does no t sup­
p o rt the a d m in is tra tio n ’s fo re ig n  
po licy. T h a t is w h y  he has s u f­
fered a re lentless fram e-up.

The Bridges case is one more 
na il in  the coffin  o f c H il lib e rtie s  
in the U n ited  States. I t  is  one 
more w a rn in g  to a ll defenders o f 
c iv il r ig h ts  o f the need fo r  a 
un ited mass movement in  defense 
o f a ll w itch -h u n t v ic tim s.

PROGRESS REPORTED ON 
PENN., MICH. PETITIONS

P H IL A D E L P H IA , A p r i l  2 —  5> 
The s igna tu re  cam paign to  w in  
a place on the b a llo t fo r the can­
didates o f the M ilita n t W orkers  
P a rty  —  Clyde T u rne r fo r  U . S. 
Senator, and H e rbe rt Lew in  fo r 
Governor —  achieved a hearten­
ing  s ta r t  th is  week. (The M W P 
is the Pennsylvania b a llo t desig­
na tion  o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty .)

In  th is  area p a r ty  members
completed a ll the necessary a r- and sym path ize rs secured 3,579 
rangem ents fo r  the pub lica tion  o f ! signers fo r  the nom ination  papers 
a re g u la r period ica l, Bandiera ! >n the f i r s t  s ix  days o f the 30r
Rossa (Red F la g ). The f irs t  is ­
sue w ill appear on A p r i l  1.

ADA Still Tied to Truman Polity
M ost o f the leaders o f A m er- to  the T rum an machine and

icans fo r  Dem ocratic A c tion , a t 
its  na tiona l convention A p r i l  1-3 
in  W ashington, showed them ­
selves not ‘on ly w illin g  b u t a n x i­
ous to  re ta in  th e ir  position o f un ­
disguised servitude to  the co rru p t 
Dem ocratic P a rty  o f no rthern  c ity  
bosses and southern w h ite  supre­
macists.

B u t they m et the obstacle o f v a r­
ious elements w ith in  the o rgan iz ­
a tion  who, on one ground o r an­
other, were opposed to w ha t they 
called the “ atmosphere o f cap tiv ­
i t y ”  o f the A D A  to the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty . These insu rgen t 
elements were able —  no t a ll fo r 
the same reasons and no t a ll fo r  
progressive reasons —  to push 
th rou gh  a sta tem ent avow ing the 
“ p o litica l and organ iza tiona l in ­
dependence”  o f the A D A  from  
any p a rtic u la r p o lit ic a l pa rty . 

T h is  fo rm a l “ declaration o f in - 
accept the designation o f libe ra l, dependence”  was no th in g  b u t a
O ften in  conversation he would 
brush such references aside w ith

(Continued on page 4)

verbal concession to independent 
p o lit ic a l action. I t  did no t break 
a s ingle one o f the num erous and 
s trong  fe tte rs  th a t b ind the A D A

th rou gh  i t  to the Dem ocratic P a r­
ty .

P R IN C IP A L  A C T IV IT Y
The convention made p la in  th a t 

the p rinc ip a l p o litica l a c t iv ity  o f 
A D A  would be to continue m us­
te r in g  votes fo r  T rum an Demo­
crats, bu t le f t  the door open fo r  
endorsements o f “ progressive”  
Republicans as well. On both do­
mestic and fo re ign  policies, the 
convention w ent down the line  fo r  
T rum an ’s fundam enta l program , 
da rin g  on ly  a pip-squeak o f c r i t i ­
cism  on th is  o r th a t inc identa l 
issue. F in a lly , the convention ca­
teg o rica lly  rejected the idea o f 
any break w ith  the c a p ita lis t tw o- 
p a rty  system in fa v o r o f a th ird  
pa rty .

N o th in g  be tte r indicates th a t 
the A D A  was and rem ains a cap­
tiv e  and servant o f the Dem ocra­
t ic  P a rty  than the n a tion a l o f f i ­
cers elected by the convention. 
In  the main, these o ffic ia ls  are 
the elements m ost eager to  com­
m it the A D A  openly to T rum an ’s

machine and policies. M ost o f 
them, in  fact, are a ffilia te d  w ith  
the Dem ocratic P a rty  and now 
or in  the recent past have repre­
sented th a t p a rty  in governm ent.

A t  the s ta r t o f the convention, 
A D A  cha irm an Senator H u be rt 
H um phrey voiced the position o f 
m ost o f the top leaders when he 
said the organ iza tion  w i l l  w o rk  
as a “ fu l l  p a rtn e r”  o f T rum an in  
the com ing Congressional elec­
tions. He said th a t “ we in tend 
to  preserve our independence, bu t 
to w ork  fo r  those candidates who 
support our p la tfo rm , which is 
a lm ost iden tica l w ith  the Demo­
c ra tic  p la tfo rm  o f 1948.”

In  c o n fo rm ity  w ith  the  A D A ’s 
tra d itio n a l p la tfo rm , the leader­
ship in troduced a po licy  s ta te­
m ent unam biguously dec la ring  
th a t “ fo r  the achievem ent o f lib ­
era l purposes, cooperation w ith  the 
F a ir  Deal elements o f the Demo­
c ra tic  P a rty  a ffo rd s  the best op­
p o rtu n ity  on the na tiona l level a t 
th is  tim e ,”  b u t th a t th is  did not 
preclude “ cooperation w ith  and

support o f progressive elements 
o f the Republican p a rty .”

O pposition to  th is  was express­
ed fro m  the flo o r. F in a lly , these 
statem ents were s tricken  fro m  
the p la tfo rm  by a na rrow  m a jo r­
ity .  Adopted instead was the dec­
la ra tio n  th a t A D A  “ re a ff irm s  its  
p o lit ic a l and organ iza tiona l in ­
dependence. We w ill continue to 
w o rk  fo r  the  nom ination  and elec­
tion  o f candidates fo r  pub lic  o f­
fice  o f whatever p a rty , when th e ir  
records are consistent w ith  the 
p rinc ip les o f A D A .”  B y “ w hatever 
p a r ty ”  is m eant “ Dem ocratic and 
Republican pa rties  on ly .”  F o r the 
declaration also re a ffirm e d  the 
A D A ’s opposition to any th ird  
p a r ty  as “ in ju r io u s  to  lib e ra l p u r­
poses.”

T ry in g  to  exp la in  how the A D A  
could be both “ independent”  and 
continue ch ie fly  as a vote-catcher 
fo r  the T rum an ites, the new ly 
elected A D A  na tiona l chairm an, 
fo rm er A tto rn e y  General F rancis  
B iddle, said th a t H um phrey ’s re f ­
erence to  the A D A ’s “ f u l l  pa rtne r- 

(Continued on page 2)

day period provided -by Pennsyl- 
j van ia law . The goal is  12,000 s ig ­
natures in  the state. Reports fro m  
other pa rts  o f the state are no t 
ye t ava ilable.

Despite the heightened re d -b a it­
in g  atmosphere, P hiladelph ia  
w orkers  dem onstrated a readiness 
to help place the SW P on the ba l­
lo t and a sym pathetic  in te re s t in  
w h a t its  candidates stand fo r. 
Trade un ion is ts , Negroes and the 
unemployed showed a w illingness 
to help. M any asked to be allowed 
to a id  by  c irc u la tin g  nom ination  
papers themselves, and others re ­
quested fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  about 
the SWP.

The candidacy o f Clyde T u rne r 
has aroused w idespread in te rest. 
She is  the  f i r s t  woman candidate 
fo r  the U . S. Senate in the h is­
to ry  o f Pennsylvania and also the 
f i r s t  Negro candidate fo r  the U . 
S. Senate, anywhere in  the  coun­
t r y ,  since H ira m  Revels and 
Blanche K . Bruce represented 
M ississipp i in  the Reconstruction 
period th a t fo llow ed the C iv il 
W ar.

D E T R O IT , A p r i l  1 —  The So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  is making- 
excellent progress in  the cam­
paign to  collect 15,000 s ignatures 
so th a t its  candidates w ill w in  a 
place on th is  year’s ba llo t in  
M ich igan.

A  to ta l o f 7,439 s ignatures had

C L Y D E  T U R N E R

already been collected in s ix  coun­
ties  as o f la s t Thursday n ig h t. 
Thus h a lf o f the  pe titio n  goal has 
been reached in  less than h a lf the 
tim e  a llo tted  to  the  cam paign.

Canvassers continue to  re p o rt 
f r ie n d ly  receptions fro m  m ost o f 
the  w orkers  approached. A  num ­
ber o f o lder people have signed 
w ith  a com m ent about hav ing  
voted fo r  Debs, and w ish in g  luck 
to  the SWP.

The least favorab le  response to  
date was m et in  Lansing, the  
sta te cap ita l. G overnm ent and 
sta te  employees o ften  apologize 
and wish the canvassers! luck, b u t 
f ra n k ly  exp la in  that, they fea r 
the loss o f th e ir  jobs i f  they were 
to  sign.

The best resu lts  have been ob­
ta ined in  f r o n t  o f unem ploym ent 
compensation offices. La rge  num ­
bers o f la id -o ff  w o rkers  have ex­
pressed th e ir  d iscontent w ith  ex­
is t in g  conditions by s ig n in g  the 
SW P pe titions. In  one case, 108 
signa tu res were g iven in  f ro n t  o f 
one office in  a  period o f 1 Ya houra»

I t  IS Happening Here

F. O. M A T T H IE S S E N
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The 'National Front1 — 
Stalin's German Policy

By Ernest Germain

The com bination o f adventurism  
and opportun ism  which char­
acterized- the s o -c a lle d  “ T h ird  
P eriod”  po licy o f the Communist 
In te rn a tio n a l [1929-34J, found its  
clearest expression in  Germ any. 
The theory  o f social - fascism 
[th a t Social Democracy is the 
tw in  o f fascism 1 was combined 
there w ith  the practice o f “ na­
tio n a l - com m unism ”  (the  search 
fo r  an alliance w ith  pe tty - 
bourgeois n a tio n a lis t elem ents) 
And once again today, the new 
th ird  period o f c r im in a l S ta lin is t 
post-w ar po licy in W estern Europe 
is most c lea rly  expressed in Ger­
many,.

The denunciation o f the Social 
Democracy as an “ agency o f the 
■warmongers”  —  “ B asica lly, i t  is 
the same th in g  w hethe r M r. 
A ttle e  o r M r. C h u rch ill becomes 
prim e m in is te r in  M arch.”  (N o rd - 
ba je ripcho V o lksze itung, Feb. 26) 
—  is combined w ith  a frenzied 
appeal fo r  the con s titu tion  o f a 
“ N a tion a l F ro n t”  em bracing a ll 
“ the p a trio tic  foi'ces o f the na­
tio n .”

To whom  are these siren calls 
o f the German S ta lin is ts  ad- 
aressed ? The cen tra l organ o f the 
SED (the  S ta lin is t p a rty  in  E ast­
ern G erm any), Neues Deutsch­
land, exp la ins th is  ve ry  c lea rly  in 
its  issue o f M ay 18, 1949. U nder 
the, heading, “ F rom  the w o rke r 
to the fa c to ry  ow ner," the paper 
w rite s  as fo llow s :

“ The ob jective conditions ex is t 
fo r  a vast N a tion a l F ro n t extend­
in g  fro m  the w o rke r to the G er­
m an owners o f W estern  fac­
to rie s .”  A nd then, as i f  to 
e lim ina te  fo r  a l l t im e  the fic tion  
o f the  “ dem ocratic em ployers”  so 
dear he retofore to  a ll the S ta lin is t 
pa rties  in  th e ir  “ People’s F ro n t”  
period, W a lte r U lb r ic h t, the rea l 
leader o f the SED, says ex­
p l ic it ly :

U L B R IC H T  C L A R IF IE S
“ I t  is erroneous to  pose the 

question as i f  a ll the supporters 
Of German u n ity  are convinced 
dem ocrats. The question o f de­
te rm in in g  who was o r was not a 
N az i is in no way whatever on 
the  agenda today. . • W hoever 
under present conditions raises 
the question o f the  previous mem-

bership o f a f ig h te r fo r  German 
u n ity  is ac tu a lly  w o rk ing  against 
the N a tiona l F ro n t, . .”  (Speech 
on May 17, 1949.)

And a p o litica l reso lu tion of 
the Centra l Com m ittee o f the SED 
on Oct. 4, 1949 makes th is  s t i l l  
c leare r:

“ No one can be excluded from  
the N a tion a l F ro n t movement i f  
he is ready to defend the ju s tified  
national r ig h ts  o f the people, in ­
c lud ing among them , fo rm e r fun c ­
tionaries, soldiers, officers and 
generals ( ! )  o f the German armed 
forces, . . In  add ition  to  the w o rk ­
ing masses, the present s itua tion  
pe rm its  the m ob iliza tion , in the 
N a tiona l F ro n t  o f Dem ocratic 
Germany, o f the section o f the 
German bourgeoisie which, is loyal 
to Germ any ( ! )  and which has not- 
sold ou t to fo re ign  im p e ria l­
ism. . . ”

In  fa c t, these S ta lin is t e ffo rts  
fo r  the cons titu tion  o f a N a tiona l 
F ro n t are addressed to tw o d i f ­
fe re n t c irc les: on the one side, tc 
the cadres o f the a rm y and the 
Nazi p a r ty ;  and on the  other, tc 
the cap ita lis ts  in  the occupied 
zone o f W estern Germ any. The 
S ta lin is t propagandists do no t use 
the same language o r the same 
perspectives to  these tw o  circles, 
and i t  is in te res tin g  to  examine 
these qu ite  subtle differences.

A P P E A L  TO N A Z IS
To fo rm er Nazis, the S ta lin is ts  

speak approx im ate ly  along these 
lines: “ You w ant the ‘g lo ry  o f 
the F a the rland ’ and so do we. You 
w ant to get r id  o f the A ng lo  
Am erican occupation and so do 
we. W hy no t go down the road 
tog e the r? ”

Hence the open a ttem pts o f the 
SED to  en lis t the support o f the 
“ l i t t le  N azis”  th rou gh  the medium 
o f the “ N a tiona l - Dem ocratic 
P a rty .”  Hence the a ttem pts  o f the 
German CP in  the W estern zones 
to  fo rm  alliances w ith  extrem e- 
right. w in g  circles lik e  the “ Y ou th  
o f the German P a rty ”  (wh ich 
recen tly  expelled its  general sec­
re ta ry  fo r  “ na tiona l - Bolshevist' 
leanings” ). Hence the pub lica tion  
o f appeals openly signed by 
fo rm e r S torm  Troopers and lead­
ers o f the H it le r  Y o u th ., Hence 
the a ttem pts  to  organize “ circles 
o f veteran o ffice rs”  w o rk ing  fo r  
the re v iva l o f “ B ism a rk ’s po licy 
o f a German - Rpssian alliance 
under whose aegis Germ any has 
always won its  m ost b r i l l ia n t  
v ic to ries .”

Is i t  necessary to  add th a t such 
a desperado ven ture  can have 
only the  m ost m eager success, and 
th a t the active elements o f the 
fo rm e r m il ita ry  caste and the 
fo rm e r Nazi d ig n ita rie s  in  th e ir  
g re a t m a jo r ity  p re fe r by class 
in s tin c t to seek co llabora tion  w ith  
A m erican im p e ria lism  aga inst the 
USSR, ra th e r than an alliance 
w ith  S ta lin  aga ins t.W este rn  im ­
pe ria lism ?

A P P E A L  TO BOSSES
The S ta lin is t message to  the 

W estern German in d u s tr ia lis ts  is, 
on the con tra ry , much more 
rea lis tic . They base themselves 
essentia lly  on the fo llo w in g  a rg u ­
m ents: “ We know th a t you despise 
communism and ‘ peoples’ demo­
cracy’ and we w il l  no t in s u lt you 
by dem anding you r support fo r  
the in s ta lla tio n  o f such a regim e 
in  W estern Germ any. But look at 
your dism antled factories, or 
those th a t are idle. Look at your 
exports  which have not succeeded 
in increasing. Look at the ‘W est­
e rn ’ m arke ts g lu tted  w ith  A m e ri­
can goods. We o ffe r  you a market, 
‘ from  B re s t-L ito vsk  to  Shanghai’ 
which you can conquer w ith  your 
goods. W hy- should we no t do 
business together to our m utua l 
p ro fit? ”

T h is  phrase, “ the m arke t from  
B re s t-L ito vsk  to  Shanghai,”  was 
ac tu a lly  used by  the M in is te r o f 
Economic A f fa ir s  o f the Eastern 
German G overnm ent a t the open­
in g  o f the 1950 Le ip z ig  F a ir  a 
few  weeks ago. I t  sums up a d m ir­
ab ly  the business appeal which 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy and a ll 
its  agents in  Eastern Europe now 
make to  the W estern German 
bourgeoisie. A nd th is  bourgeoisie 
is by no means insensitive  to  the 
appeal.

The num ber o f exh ib its  m a in ­
ta ined by W estern Germ any a t 
the L e ip z ig  F a ir  has increased

fro m  446 in 1949 to 761 in 1950. 
The R uhr in d u s tria lis ts  protested 
v io len tly  aga inst the ban on steel 
de liveries by the W estern H igh 
Commissioners a few  m onths ago, 
as a counter-m easure aga inst the 
“ l i t t le  blockade o f B e rlin ”  by the 
Russians. A nd the more the 
economy o f W estern Germany 
sinks in to  s tagnation and decay,' 
the more w i l l  the appeal o f the 
vast m arke t o f Eastern Europe 
the USSR and China exercise an 
undeniable a ttra c tio n  fo r  the 
cap ita lis ts  o f W estern Germany.

G RO W ING  M IS TR U S T
Does th is  mean tha t the “ Na- 

tiona l F ro n t”  po licy w ill enable 
German S ta lin ism  to  score some 
rea l p o litica l gains? Q uite the 
c o n tra ry ! W hatever favorable 
trade  agreem ents emerge from  
the present in te rna tiona l con­
ju nc tu re  fo r the S ta lin is t gov­
ernm ent o f Eastern Germany, the 
W estern German cap ita lis ts  w ill 
do business w ith  them because of 
th e ir need fo r  m arkets and not 
because they take the u ltra -na  
tio n a lis t phraseology o f the  Slab 
in is t bureaucrats seriously. In  its 
leaction  on public opin ion, among 
the masses o f workers, the im ­
poverished m iddle classes, the re 
fugees and o ther declassed ele­
ments, the S ta lin is t “ N a tiona l 
F ro n t”  po licy clashes against an 
e v e r  g row ing  m is trus t and 
h o s tility .

H ow  could i t  be otherw ise, when 
they know th a t the same S ta lin ­
ists who shout themselves hoarse 
aga inst the annexation o f the 
Saar by France ju s t i fy  the  an­
nexation by S ta lin is t Poland o f 
the Germ an provinces beyond the 
Oder-Neisse line?  How  could i t  be 
otherw ise when the same German 
CP w h ich today carries on a noisy 
ag ita tio n  aga inst the d ism an tling  
in  the W estern zones, yesterday 
ju s tifie d  these same d ism antlings 
in the self-sam e zones, and today 
continues to ju s t i fy  d ism an tling  
in  the Eastern zones and to  uphold 
the Potsdam agreement, th a t is 
the ob liga tion  to  pay b illion s  in  
repara tions!

IN S ID E  T H E  CP 
• The g re a t m a jo r ity  o f German 
w orkers v ie w  the S ta lin is t “ N a­
tion a l F ro n t”  po licy  as a “ t r ic k i”  
a booby tra p  w h ich  foo ls nobody. 
And. even inside the CP its e lf, 
the o lder and more conscious 
w orkers are revo lted by the na­
t io n a lis t phraseology, by the open 
appeal fo r  class co llabora tion and 
co llabora tion w ith  fo rm e r Nazis. 
The only tang ib le  p roduct o f the 
“ N a tiona l F ro n t”  po licy  has been 
the d is in te g ra tio n  o f the German 
CP. where there  now exists 
opposition fa r  surpassing any­
th in g  th a t exists in the Commun­
is t Parties o f W estern Europe.

I t  was fo r  good reason th a t the 
Centra l Com m ittee o f the German 
CP had to  ad m it: “ We know tha t 
our w o rk  is  hindered a t every 
step by the lack o f understanding 
among the comrades o f the need 
fo r  our na tiona l po licy .”  (N o rd - 
bayerische V o lksze itung, Feb. 25.) 
I t  is  up to  the T ro tsky is ts  to do 
eve ry th in g  in  th e ir  power to p re­
ven t th is  d is in teg ra tion  o f the 
CP fro m  redounding to  the 
benefit o f  reaction !

Labor Unity-W hat Kind?
(Continued from  Page 1)

are more op tim is tic  about the 
prospects fo r  u n ity  now.

F irs t  o f a ll, the A F I,  leaders 
have hailed the bureaucratic 
purges and expulsions o f the 
S ta lin is ts  and S ta lin is t-le d  unions 
in the CIO, the cen tra liza tion  and 
tig h te n in g  o f top machine con­
tro l over the CIO and the increas­
ing s t if l in g  o f the CIO ranks. 
'I l i is ,  they say, has made Ihe idea 
o f u n ity  w ith  the CIO more ac­
ceptable.

Then, b o th -th e  C IO  and A F L  
leaders, who could no t ge t to ­
ge ther fo r  a m inute  to defend the 
s tr ik in g  steel w o rkers  and coal 
m iners o r to  f ig h t the infam ous 
T a ft-H a rt lc y  A ct, have hailed ar 
a ha rb inge r o f u n ity  the fa c t th a t 
they have already jo ined together 
in one o rgan iza tion  on the in ­
te rna tiona l fie ld, the In te rna tiona ! 
Confederation o f Free Trade

Unions. They have achieved u n ity  I in te rn a l democracy, the d icta tes 
to f ig h t “ com m unism ”  in- Europe, o f T rum an ’s S tate D epartm ent 
to sp l.t the European trade  unions and the needs o f T rum an ’s p o li-  
and to  sw ing  the European w ork- tica l machine —  these are some
c-rs over to  support of- U . S. im ­
pe ria lism ’s cold w ar.

“ BEST”  C H A N C E S

F in a lly , C lb  and A F L  leaders 
in many states and loca lities  have 
been w o rk ing  together in  jo in t 
com m ittees fo r  m onths past to 
fu r th e r the po litica l fo rtunes o f 
the T rum an Democrats and “ p ro ­
gressive" Republicans. A nd M u r­
ra y ’s u n ity  le tte r to the o ther 
union leaders puts special stress 
on “ e ffec tive  u n ity  o f action”  in 
(he 1950 Congressional elections 
—  th a t is, jo in t po litica l action 
to support the corrupt Dem ocratic 
P a rty  and ensure the v ic to ry  o f 
the T rum an ites.

The w itch -h u n t and red -ba iting  
!n the CIO and the s t if l in g  o f its

ADA Still Bound to Truman

Steel-helmeted Ita lia n  police drive a jeep on a M ilan  s idewalk 
to  smash a dem onstra tion d u rin g  12-hour general s tr ike . Bottom , 
police herd s tr ik e rs  aga inst w a lls  of nearby bu ild ings.

Chicago, Milwaukee Forums Hear 
Cochran Flay Misleaders of Labor

CHICAGO, April 1 — “ The present leaders of the 
CIO and AFL have developed into a privileged caste as­
signed the task of lining up the American workers behind
A a ll S tree t’s im p e ria lis t schemes,”
B e rt Cochran, cha irm an o f the 
Trade Union Com m ittee o f the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , to ld  a 
Chicago audience la s t Wednesday 
n igh t. The m eeting was held to 
consider the top ic, “ The O utlook 
fo r  Labor in  1950.”

Cochran likened the labor 
“ statesm en”  serv ing  on A m erican 
m issions abroad to  nineteenth 
cen tury m issionaries who p repa r­
ed native populations fo r  im ­
peria list. conquest, “ The Am erican 
im p e ria lis t today,”  he said, “ is 
preceded by a swarm  o f these 
labor {Jqoh-bahs who soften up 
the fo re ign  w orkers and fa c ilita te  
W a ll S tree t’s in te rven tion  in 
th e ir  countries.”

On the domestic scene Cochran 
predicted an inev itab le  economic 
crash th a t w i l l  speedily sha tte r 
any confidence the w orkers now 
have in cap ita lism . “ Radicaliza- 
tio n  o f the w orkers w i l l  lead to 
the fo rm a tio n  o f a le f t  w in g  in  
the labor movement th a t w ill 
w re s t con tro l fro m  the M urrays,
Greens and o the r labor lieutenants 
o f W a ll S tree t,”  he said.

Cochran po inted ou t th a t im ­
petus fo r  le f t  w in g  movements in 
organized la bo r has always come 
fro m  the rad ica l pa rties. He show­
ed how the anti-G om pers move­
m ent in  the old A F L  had depended 
on the Social Dem ocrats fo r  its  
ideas.

“ T h is  tim e ,”  he declared, “ the 
im petus can come on ly from  the 
T ro tsky is ts . We have the pro-1 problem s.”

gram  and firm  cadres in  the labor 
movement on which to  bu ild .”

A f te r  a ■ w e ll - attended social 
held in  his honor la s t n igh t, 
Cochran continued on the to u r 
th a t w i l l  take him  to the W est 
Coast and back.

M IL W A U K E E , M arch 28 —
Those who saw the sweep of 
union o rgan iza tion  in the ’30’s 
trans fo rm  the unorganized A m er­
ican w orkers in to  m ilita n t and 
pow erfu l in d u s tr ia l organ izations 
cannot doubt th e ir  po litica l poten­
t ia lit ie s  once they begin tq move, 
said B e rt Cochran, speaking in 
M ilw aukee a t the SW P H a ll.

Th is a ff irm a tio n  o f confidence 
in  the revo lu tiona ry  fu tu re  o f the 
Am erican w o rk in g  class was 
made in  re p ly  to the question:
“ W il l  the w orkers be able to  meet 
the tasks th a t w i l l  con fron t them 
when the inev itab le  economic 
b low-up h its ? ”

Cochran stated th a t the fo rm a ­
tion  o f a Labor P a rty  is no t a 
m a tte r o f “ round ing  up here and 
there a ll those who lik e  the idea, 
b u t s im p ly  o f p roc la im ing  its  
existence. The apparatus a lready 
exists in  the P A C ’s and po litica l 
education leagues o f labor. A ll 
th a t is necessary to make a Labor 
P a rty  o f the union forces now 
tied to  the Dem ocratic P a rty  is a 
new po licy  re fle c tin g  the pressure 
o f the ran k  and file  fo r  a solu­
tion  o f the m ost pressing I ence,”  the  A D A  w il l  continue to

(Continued from  Page 1)

sh ip”  w ith  the F a ir  Deal Demo­
cra ts did not mean tha t there 
could be but one partner. “ A  se­
n io r pa rtn e r m igh t he the Demo­
c ra tic  p a rty  and you m ig h t fin d  
a ju n io r pa rtne r in the Republican 
P a rty .”

The a c tu a lity , o f course, is th a t 
the A D A  is ju s t  a ju n io r  pa rtn e r 
in  the  Dem ocratic set-up, o r ra th ­
e r ju s t an office boy who aspires 
to be a ju n io r  pa rtner.

N A T U R E  O F  O P P O S IT IO N
The opposition a t  the convene 

tion  was w ide ly  assorted and d i­
verse ly m otiva ted. Some rep re ­
sented tendencies fro m  New 
Y o rk ’s L ibe ra l P a rty , who had op­
posed M ayo r O’D w yer in  the la s t 
New Y o rk  C ity  elections and who 
w an t to be free  to  p lay  both ends 
aga inst the m iddle in  N ew  Y ork  
state po litics . O thers represent 
groups who resent T rum an ’s p o li­
cies on one o r another fo re ig n  
issue, such as h is position on “ in ­
te rn a tio n a liz in g ”  Jerusalem  o r his 
move to  recognize F ranco Spain.

One o f the m ost revea ling  acts 
o f the convention *was its  re jec­
tion  o f a s trong  plea by a num ­
ber o f N egro  delegates fo r  a dec­
la ra tio n  o f opposition to Federal 
housing, health and education 
b ills  which m a in ta in  segregation. 
Here the leaders argued th a t such 
a stand would n o t be “ p ra c tica l”  
and th a t they “ d id  no t believe i t  
wise to  t ie  the hands o f our 
friends in  Congress.”  T h is  m eant 
no t to  “ tie  the hands”  o f A D A ’ers 
like  Senator H um phrey and Rep 
F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt J r., who 
had voted fo r  pro-segregation 
measures.

W here the A D A  dem onstrated 
its  strongest a ttachm ent to  the 
T rum an Dem ocrats was on fo r ­
eign po licy. The convention w ent 
down the line  —  w ith  m ino r com­
p la in ts  about the s treng then ing  
o f the N az i elements in  Germ any 
and the pro jected support o f 
F ranco Spain —  w ith  the M a r­
sha ll P lan, the A t la n t ic  m il ita ry  
alliance, the cold w a r and the 
bu ild in g  o f the H-Bom b. They 
dem onstra tive ly  declared th e ir  
support o f the  State D epartm ent 
apd Secretary Acheson.

O R IG IN A L  F U N C T IO N S
Despite its  claim ed “ independ-

functions fo r  w h ich  i t  was f i r s t  
set up. O r ig in a lly  established to 
combat the W allace ite  th ird -p a r ty  
tendency, the A D A  w il l  rem a in  
a ca tch-a ll fo r  “ an ti-com m unist,”  
co ld-w ar libe ra ls . I t  w il l serve as 
an “ independent”  decoy to  lu re  
libe ra l votes fo r  the T rum an Dem­
ocrats th a t the  Dem ocratic P a rty  
is no longer able to  w in  in its  
own name. I t  w i l l  g ive a “ lib e ra l”  
blessing to c a p ita lis t p a rty  candi­
dates, p a r tic u la r ly  o f the  Demo­
c ra tic  machine.

F in a lly , i t  w i l l  a c t as a press­
ure group fo r  asp ir in g  “ F a ir  
Deal”  po litic ians, fo rm e r New 
Dealers out o f office, d isg run tled  
T rum an ites, am b itious libera ls , 
Social Dem ocrats and “ w e lfa re  
sta te rs”  o f various hues, who are 
t ry in g  to  exe rt power as an o r­
ganized bloc to  s treng then th e ir  
in fluence inside the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  and w in  “ fa ir  shares”  in  
the A llocation o f p a rty  jobs, gov­
ernm enta l appo intm ents and can­
didacies fo r  public office.

o f the conditions fo r  u n ity  th a t 
W illia m  Green was th in k in g  o f 
when he observed, fo llo w in g -M u r- 
ra y ’s proposal, th a t  the chances 
fo r  organ ic m erger are “ the best”  
in m any years. Does he also have 
the hope th a t the CIO  leaders are 
prepared to make concessions on 
the m a jo r issue th a t has barred 
u n ity  a ll a long— in d u s tria l un ion­
ism ?

CIO ,m em bers must be especially 
cautious in  approaching the ques­
tion  o f organ ic u n ity . A ny  
m erger w ith  (he A F L  which does 
no t provide iron-c lad guarantees 
to r the preservation o f the in ­
du s tria l unions would contain the 
gravest dangers fo r  the Am erican 
labor movement.

M E M B E R S  M U S T  CO NTRO L
The on ly  k in d  o f u n ity  th a t 

w i l l  e ffe c tive ly  p ro tec t and ad­
vance the in te res ts  o f A m erican 
labor is one th a t ensures demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts  and con tro l by the 
m em bership, th a t so lid ifies labo r’s 
ranks fo r  m il ita n t  s trugg le  'on 
the economic and p o lit ic a l fields 
end tha t com ple te ly preserves the 
independence o f the unions fro m  
the cap ita lis ts , th e ir  governm ent 
and th e ir  pa rties  and candidates.

T h is  is the  k ind  o f u n ity  the 
w o rke rs  need. B u t i t  w i l l  not be 
¡achieved fro m  above, by the M ttr- 
jrays and Greens. To guarantee a 
'¡unity in the in te res ts  o f the ranks, 
the u n ity  p rogram  m ust be d ra ft ­
ed and p u t in to  e ffe c t by the 
ranks themselves.

Le t a U n ited  Congress o f Labor 
he called. L e t the members o f the 
local unions o f every a ff ilia t io n  
elect delegates fro m  th e ir  own 
ranks to  th is  Congress o f Labor. 
Let these representa tive  spokes­
men o f the m em bership w o rk  ou t 
in free  and dem ocratic debate and 
discussion a program  fo r  un ited 
action and o rgan iza tion . T h is  is 
the way to  effect a sound labor 
un ity .

I pe rfo rm  w ith  unabated zeal the

Let te rs  f rom Our Readers

Cochran’s Tour
F o llo w in g  is  the schedule fo r  

B e rt C Tehran’s na tiona l to u r on 
“ The O utlook fo r  Labor” :

San Francisco-O akland A p r i l 9-12
Los Angeles ft 15-20
St. Louis i f 22
Cleveland yy 23-24
A k ro n yy 25
Youngstown yy 26-27
P ittsbu rgh yy 28
New Y o rk  A p r i l 30 - M ay 1
P hiladelph ia yy 2-3
N ew ark yy 6

Objects to Line of 
Articles on Belgium
E d ito r:

I  should like  to  convey to you 
m y opinions w h ich are in  con­
tra s t to those o f Charles H anley 
who w ro te  the a rtic le  in  the 
M arch 20 issue on the recent 
Leopold vote in  Belg ium .

A p p a re n tly  the Belg ian w o rk ­
ing  class and peasantry have ac­
cepted the th rone and in  vo tin g  
they were n o t expressing any 
sen tim ent o f an ti-m onarch ism  or 
republicanism  b u t ju s t exercis ing 
th e ir  voice as to  who sha ll head 
the in s titu tio n , ju s t as we in 
A m erica  vote fo r  an in d iv idua l 
to head the republican state, not 
contesting the repub lic  as a 
m a tte r o f fac t.

H an ley says a m a jo r ity  o f the 
peasantry voted fo r  Leopold bu t 
th a t the w orkers were ju s t  as 
so lid ly  aga inst him . B u t we have 
no p ro o f th a t the y  were express­
in g  an a n ti- ro y a lis t tendency fo r  
m ost o f the pa rties  they support 
have agreed th a t they would 
accept Leopold’s son as monarch.

In  B elg ium , as in  the N e ther­
lands, G reat B r ita in  and Scan­
d inavia , the S ta lin is t pa rties  have 
fo llow ed w h a t M a rt in  Ebon has 
term ed p a r t  o f the “ seventh 
s tra te g y ”  o f w o rld  com m unism : 
i.e., reg iona l and na tiona l v a r ia ­
tions in tactics, such as the en­
dorsem ent and passive support o f 
a roya l house w hich is popular. 
Th is has no t been a re fo rm is t 
po licy, b u t a ra tio n a l one.

Should n o t the various pa rties

o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l also 
fo llo w  th is  line  in  the national 
areas where the peasantry and 
some o f the w orkers have a 
s trong su rv iv in g  ro y a lis t sen ti­
ment, and where the roya l house 
is deeply connected w ith  the h is ­
to ry  and tra d itio n  o f the country?

I  am not ra is in g  any voice in 
defense o f the old, pa ras itic , 
useless roya l houses in  Europe. 
B u t I  say th a t i f  a ce rta in  la rge 
segment o f the mass has a desire 
fo r  a m onarchic figurehead in 
place o f repub lican president 
figureheads, then there should be 
no ob jection to  the revo lu tiona ry  
socia lis t pa rties  in the reg ional 
areas concerned a lte r in g  th e ir  
tactics accordingly.

R. G.,
B u ffa lo , N . Y.

E d ito r :
Reader R. G. approaches the 

question o f the m onarchy in  B e l­
g ium  and elsewhere p r im a r ily  
fro m  the s tandpo in t o f whether' 
i t  is  ‘“ popu la r”  o r  not. B u t the 
crux o f the m a tte r lies in  the 
ro le  th is  in s titu tio n  p lays in  the 
class s trugg le . The m onarchy in 
Belg ium  and o ther countries has 
served the in te rests  o f cap ita lism  
and reaction since its  beginnings 
b u t never the  in te rests  o f the 
w o rk in g  class.

To m ention on ly  a few  h is to rica l 
facts. I t  was K in g  V ic to r  E m ­
m anuel o f I ta ly  who in  1922 ap­
pointed M usso lin i P rim e M in is te r,

in  o ther words, made the m on­
archy a stepping stone fo r  
fascism. K in g  A lfonso  o f Spain 
established the a u th o rita r ia n  d ic ­
ta to rsh ip  o f P rim o de R ivera. 
K ing  A lexander and Prince Paul 
o f Yugoslav ia  became d ic ta to rs  
themselves, as did K in g  B oris  of 
B u lga ria  and K in g  Carol o f 
Rumania. The reactionary  ro le  o f 
K in g  George and Prince Paul o f 
Greece provides a m ore recent 
example.

A s fo r  K in g  Leopold I I I  o f 
Belgium , his reac tiona ry  ro le  has 
been adequately dealt w ith  a l­
ready.

F a r fro m  being m ere “ f ig u re ­
heads,”  k ings  can and do p lay  an 
im p o rta n t ro le  in  defending the 
in te rests o f the cap ita lis ts  —  a l­
w ays m asking th is , o f course, 
under the cloak o f “ na tiona l in ­
terests,”  “ na tiona l u n ity ,”  and 
the  like.

I t  is  no t a t a ll in d iffe re n t to 
the bourgeoisie w hether they 
m a in ta in  o r lose the reactionary  
outpost o f the m onarchy, a lthough 
i t  m ay n o t be indispensable fo r  
th e ir  class ru le . F o r example, the 
b las ting  o f the Ita lia n  monarchy, 
the proc lam ation o f the Ita lia n  
Republic in  1946 ce rta in ly  spelled 
a v ic to ry  fo r  the w o rk in g  class; 
and n a tu ra lly  the  T ro tsky is ts  sup­
ported the  popu la r offensive 
against the  m onarchy, which was, 
in fac t, an offensive against a 
b tronghold o f bourgeois reaction 
and could open the road to  fu r th e r  
advances. B u t as the  Ita lia n  
w orkers ’ s trugg le  was be ing con­
tinuous ly  betrayed by th e ir  S ta l­

in is t and re fo rm is t leaders, whose 
po licy  o f class co llabora tion again 
strengthened the bourgeoisie, 
Ita lia n  reaction was allowed to 
recover so qu ick ly  th a t i t  is  much 
s tronger now than i t  was in  1945- 
46. Despite th is  be traya l and its  
resu lts, the do w n fa ll o f the 
Ita lia n  m onarchy in  its e lf  sure ly 
was no un im p o rtan t event.

The Socia lis t m ilita n ts  who 
founded the Belg ian Socia list 
F a r ty  some 70 years ago, c learly  
understood the a n ti - p ro le ta rian  
ole o f the con s titu tion a l m onarchy 
.nd adopted a republican p la tfo rm  
which is s t i l l  the o ffic ia l program  
o f the Belgian SP. I t  is  no t the 
workers o f W a llon ia  who have be­
come ro y a lis t since th,e eighties. 
The support w h ich  th e ir  leaders 
nowadays give to the throne is 
no th ing  else than one m ore aspect 
o f the bureaucrats ’ treacherous 
po licy o f class collabora tion .

The w orkers and un ive rs ity  
students who f ra te rn a lly  co­
operated in  order to  make the 
recent 24-hour general s tr ik e  a 
^success in  Brussels know per­
fe c tly  w e ll th a t since 1945 the 
“ Royal Question”  has been an im ­
p o rta n t test o f s treng th  between 
the w o rk in g  class and the 
bourgeoisie. I f  the bourgeoisie 
succeeds in  b r in g in g  pro -fasc is t 
K in g  Leopold back to  the throne, 
then they also are lik e ly  to suc­
ceed in in f l ic t in g  fu r th e r  defeats 
on the Belg ian w o rk in g  class and 
in even tua lly  se ttin g  " n  an 
a u th o rita r ia n  regim e.

Charles H anley
New Y o rk , N . Y

The D e tro it branch o f the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  “ has 
decided to  extend its  cam paign 

fo r  subscrip tions to 
The M il ita n t  an 
o ther tw o  ’ peeks,”  
w r i t s  s S h irley  
Mason. A lthough  
the D e tro it com­
ra d e s 'a re  w o rk in g  
strenuously g a th e r­
in g  s igna tu res to 
p u t the SW P on 
the M ich igan ba l­
lo t, they d idn ’t 
w a n t to pass up 

any opportun ities  to  increase the 
c ircu la tio n  o f The M ilita n t. 
S h irley  enclosed 14 subscrip tions 
on account.

She reports  th a t unem ploym ent 
and the financia l stress th a t fo l­
lows being forced ou t on s tr ike  
have h i t  m any D e tro it workers.
However, the percentage o f
renew al subscrip tions to  The 
M il ita n t  is  unusua lly  h igh, p a r­
t ic u la r ly  among shop workers.

The P h iladelph ia  comrades too 
are up to  th e ir  necks in  w o rk  to 
g e t the SW P on the  ba llo t i r  
Pennsylvania. Nevertheless, they 
sent in  seven subscrip tions last 
week.

Despite “ exceptiona lly  r. o u g h 
w eather”  inc lud ing  the “ w orst 
b lizzard  o f the season,”  according 
to L ite ra tu re  A gen t C.E.S., the 
M inneapolis comrades scored 7 
renewals. “ The w eather should 
break soon and we w i l l  have a 
bunch m ore fo r  you.”

E ig h t subs were received from  
Seattle. L ite ra tu re  A g e n t M a­
rianne S tan ley w rite s  th a t the 
comrades are se ttin g  th e ir  s igh ts 
on a sub a m onth as the goal fo r  
every subgetter. Judg ing  from  
past perform ance, w e’d say the 
odds are m ost o f the Seattle sug- 
gette rs w i l l  h it. th a t b u ll’s eye on 
schedule.

R epo rting  fo r  Boston, L ite ra ­
tu re  Agent Rena B resh i says th a t 
‘a f te r  the E aster ho liday you w ill 

be hearing fro m  us ve ry  soon.”  
-L ite ra tu re  A g e n t Cathy Dee o f 

New Y o rk  te lls  us th a t an en­
thus ias tic  crew  o f 10 comrades 
sold lite ra tu re  w ith  good resu lts  
a t the recent debate between E arl 
B row der and M ax Shachtman. In  
add ition  to  d is tr ib u tin g  a le a fle t 
on “ T ro tsky ism  vs. Shachtman- 
B row der,”  they  sold 18 copies o f 
James P. Cannon’s “ Am erican 
S ta lin ism  and A n ti-S ta lin is m ”  and 
10 copies o f “ The Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a r ty  —  W h a t I t  Is  and W hat 
I t  Stands F o r.”  The M arch 20 
M ilita n t con ta in ing  a M arx is t 
analysis o f Shachtm an’s po litica l 
degeneration sold b r is k ly .

Pearl S. o f the Y ou th  Branch 
sold two M ilita n ts  a t B rooklyn  
College in  the f ir s t  o f a sales 
fu ries  which Y ou th  L ite ra tu re  
A gent E the l P. aim s to  place on a 
reg u la r basis. Y ou th  comrades 
D o tty  and Beezie sold nine M il i ­
tan ts s t N tw  Y o rk  U n iv e rs ity ;

and Ben reported an encouraging 
jum p  in newsstand sales on 42nd 
Street.

G.R.S. o f Bay po rt, N . Y ., w ro te  
us on renew ing his subscrip tion : 
“ No 'o rgan iza tion  has fo u g h t and 
is f ig h tin g  m ore courageously in  
the  cause o f h u m a n ity  than  the 
Socia lis t W orke rs  P a rty . You 
alone have rem ained tru e  to 
socialism  and steadfast in  you r 
re fusa l to  be tray the w o rk in g  
ciass a t a tim e  when o ther so- 
called ‘soc ia lis ts ’ have sold o u t 
th e ir  ve ry  souls to the W a ll 
S tree t-V a tican axis o r to the  
S ta lin  gangsters. I t  m ay t r u ly  be 
said th a t today the S oc ia lis t 
W orkers  P a rty  is the conscience 
o f the Am erican rad ica l move­
ment.

“ F o r a Socia list A m erica in a 
Socia lis t W orld .”

Local Addresses 
Of Socialist 

Workers Party
A K R O N — F o r In fo rm a tio n , w r ite  P.O. 

Box 1342.
B O S TO N —W o r k e rs  Educational Center. 

J0 S tu a r t  S t.,  open Wed. 5:30-9:00 p.m., 
so c ia l la s t  S a t. o f  m o n th .

B U F F A L O —M11 Ita n t Fo rum , 620 M a in  
S t., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adlson 3980. Every 
a fte rnoon except Sun.

CHICAG O—160 W . W ash ing ton S treet, 
Rm . 312-314. Tel. D earborn 2-4767.

C L E V E L A N D  —  E ve ry  Sunday, 9 p. 
m.. Pocks H a ll. 1446 E . 82nd St. (o f f  
Wade Pk. Ave.)

D E T R O IT —6108 L inw ood  Ave. Phone 
TY  7-6267. Mon. th rough Sat., 12-5 p.m .

F L IN T — Socia list W orke rs  P a rty  H a ll,  
215 E a s t N in th  S treet. Phone: 2-2496. 
Open House S a tu rday evenings.

LOS A N G E LE S —M ilita n t Publ. Assn., 
Room 325, 124 W. 6th St. Phone V A ndyke 
8061.

L Y N N . (M aas.)—M ili ta n t  P ub l. Assn.. 
44 C en tra l Ave., o ffloe  open Tuea., Wed. 
7:30*9:30 p.m.

M IL W A U K E E —9t7 N . 3rd S t., * rd  f l .
Sun. th rough  F r l . ,  7:30-9:30 p.m . Phone
H opkins 2-5337.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4th St. Phone 
M ain 7781. D a ily  except Sun., 10 a .m .- 
6 p.m. L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  H A V E N —F o r in fo rm a tio n  
w rite , P.O. Box No. 1019.

N E W A R K —423 S p ring fie ld  Ave.
N E W  YO R K C IT Y  (H q .)— 116 UnlTeJS 

■Ity Place. Phone GR 5-8149.
H A R L E M —103 W . 110 S t.. R m . 29. 

Phone MO 2-1866. Open d lscum lqn. 
T h u rs ., 8 p.m .

B R O O K LY N  —  M andel’a M anor,
343 Pennsylvania Ave., o f f  Sutter, 
m eetings every Thura. evening a t B. 

C IIE L S E A — 130 W . 23rd S t. Pfcon#
A L  5-2488.

O A K L A N D  ( C a l . ) -----F o r  In fo rm a tion ,
phone TE m p leba r 2-8153 o r  TBm pleb*D 
2-3735, o r w r ite  P t M ontauk, 906-B Cy- 
>rcss St.. Oakland 7.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  1303-05 W . G ira rd  
Ave., 2nd f l .  Phone Stevenson 4-5820. 
Open every F r id a y  evening.

SA N  FR AN CISCO — 1739 F illm o re  Ave., 
4th f l .  Phone F I  6-0410. D a lly  except 
Sun.. 12-4:30 p.m.

8 T . T/OUIS —  “ F o r in fo rm a tio n ,
phone PR 5305.“

S E A T T L E —M aynard  B ldg ., 1st A t #., 
R . 201. So. ft W ashington. Te l. M e in  9278. 
Mon. th rough  Sat., 12-5 p .m . B randy 
mooting Tues., 7:30 p.m . L ib ra ry ,  book­
store.

TO LE D O  — Address inqu iries  to  So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , P.O. Box 1508,
Toledo 3.

W ORCESTER, (Mass.) — F o r in fo rm a ­
tion  w r ite  P.O. Box 554, W orcester.

YOUNGSTOW N — 234 E . Federal B t., 
Phone 3-1355. Wed., F r i. ,  Sat., 1:30 to  
4 *.».

A Reply by 
Criarles Hanley
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TROTSKY

“  . . .  to  save society, i t  is  no t necessary e ithe r to  check 
the development o f technique, to shut down factories , to award, 
prem ium s to fa rm ers  fo r  .sabotaging- ag ricu ltu re , to tu rn  a 
th ird  o f the workers in to  paupers, o r to call upon maniacs to be 
d ic ta tors. . . W lm t is indispensable and u rgen t is to separate 
the means o f production from  th e ir  present pa ras itic  owners 
and to organize society in  accordance w ith  a ra tio na l plan. 
Then i t  would a t once he possible re a lly  to cure society o f its  
ills . A i l  those able to  w ork  would f in d  a job. The w ork-day 
would g ra d u a lly  decrease. The wants o f a ll members o f so­
c ie ty  would secure increasing sa tis fac tion . The words ‘prop­
e rty , ’ ‘c ris is ,’ ‘e xp lo ita tion ,’ would drop out o f c ircu la tion . 
M ankind would a t la s t cross the threshold in to  tru e  hu m an ity .”  

— I.eon T ro tsky , M arx ism  in the U n ited  States, 1939. LENIN

'Shooting Soldiers in the Back'
At- the March 30 press conference 

where President Truman branded Re­
publican Senators McCarthy, Wherry and 
Bridges as saboteurs of U. S. foreign poli­
cy and the Kremlin’s greatest asset, he 
said something else that got less publicity 
but was much more revealing.

Denouncing the Senate Republican 
Policy Committee, he said that it Was 
grasping for a political campaign issue 
through the inquiry of McCarthy’s charg­
es against the State Department, and 
that “ such a partisan effort at this stage 
of the.'cold war’ was like shooting Amer­
ican soldiers in the hack in a hot war.” 
(N. Y. Times, March 31.)

Shooting soldiers in the hack at any 
time is a serious crime, punishable by 
death; in wartime it  would be classified 
as treason at the very least. When Tru­
man talks in such terms, what he 'is ac­
tually saying is that, i f  necessary, he will 
take drastic measures to silence all cri­
tics of his imperialist bipartisan foreign 
policy.

Is this contention — that you are in 
effect a tra itor i f  you question the bipar­
tisan policy — shocking to some people? 
I t  shouldn’t be for it  is not particularly 
new — either in full-fledged police states 
or here in the U. S. The same viewpoint 
is at the base of the whole “ loyalty” 
purge program, which just as arbitrarily

proscribes working class -organizations 
like the Socialist Workers Party, and vic­
timizes government employees like the 
legless veteran, James Kutcher, solely be­
cause they refuse to endorse the preda­
tory program of U. S. imperialism.

The only thing new about Truman’s 
latest pronouncement is that it shows he 
would like to be able to extend this view 
to cover the Republicans as well, -even 
though their differences with him are 
not over basic questions but over tactics 
and strategy.

Another significant aspect of the Mc- 
Carthy-Truman-State Department, con­
troversy is the similarity of the methods 
employed on both sides. For the McCar- 
thys, anyone who doesn’t  want to go to 
war to save Chiang Kai-shek is a Kremlin 
agent or spy; for the Trumans, anyone 
w’ho won’t go down the line with the 
State Department’s cold war policy is a 
Kremlin asset. The similarity in the ar­
guments is all the more striking because 
it  is involuntary; the spokesmen of the 
two capitalist parties want above all to 
emphasize “ differences,”  especially dur­
ing an election year.

McCarthy is trying to prove that the 
Republicans would make more efficient 
witch-hunters and more thorough police- 
state administrators than the Democrats. 
But Truman is making it  awfully hard 
for McCarthy to prove his point.

B iddle*— the A D A fs #New Voice/
In an ecstatic editorial entitled “ ADA’s 

New Voice,”  the N. Y. Post on April 3 
hailed the election of Francis Biddle as 
national chairman of Americans for Dem­
ocratic Action. “ Perhaps more than any­
one else, he [Biddle] resisted the press­
ure of the know-nothings and guarded 
our essential freedoms while the country 
fought a two-front war. His election to 
lead America’s independent liberal forces 
for the coming year is a dramatic event 
in this era of McCarthyism. . . There is 
a ‘Third Force’ in America and it  has 
spoken out again at a time when it  needed 
to be heard. Francis Biddle will give new 
fervor and integrity to that voice,”  so 
said the Post editors.

Who is Francis Biddle?
This “ guardian of our essential free­

doms” happens to be the same individual 
who, as wartime Attorney General, com­
piled the firs t secret “ subversive” list 
which was to be later promulgated pub­
licly by his successor Tom Clark. Thus 
during his tenure in office Biddle was 
instrumental not only in supplying the 
cover for the current witch-hunt but ac­
tually in helping lay the cornerstone for 
it.

This “ voice of new fervor and integri­
ty ”  happens to be the same individual who

ordered and carried through the firs t 
prosecutions under the Smith Gag Law, 
railroading to ja il 18 leaders of the So­
cialist Workers Party on the eve of this 
country’s entry into the last war. I t  was 
Biddle’s “ victory”  in 1941 that set the 
precedent for Foley Square and continues 
to play a prominent role in the unfolding 
assault on civil rights.

This by no means exhausts the reac­
tionary record of Francis Biddle. Suffice 
it  to add that early in the war years he 
demanded that Negroes in the South be 
restricted from moving into the Northern 
areas. That was his way of “ solving” the 
racial tensions in cities like Detroit where 
the Km Klux elements ran amok because 
the Negroes rebelled against segregation 
and discrimination. The most rabid 
Southern Bourbon would hardly find 
fault with such a “ solution.”

In brief, by his whole record and his 
deeds Biddle has an indisputable claim 
to recognition of having done more than 
any other single person, with the excep­
tion of Tom Clark, to pave the way for 
the current witch-hunt and onslaught on 
civil liberties, which the Post misleading­
ly label as “ the era of McCarthyism.” 

What made McCarthy possible was 
Clark, and before him, none other than 
Biddle.

The New Censorship Technique
There is an especially sinister side to 

the Atomic Energy Commission’s cen­
sorship of the H-Bomb Article by Dr. 
Hans Bethe in the April Scientific Amer­
ican. That is the method used to force 
the magazine to comply with the AEC's 
demand for burning the uncensored 
copies.

Under a special law passed by Congress, 
the AEC has control over all technical 
data relating to atomic energy. The law 
provides harsh penalties, even death sen­
tences in certain instances, for revealing 
AEC secrets and^gives the AEC power to 
enjoin publication to prevent disclosure. 
These penalties, however, apply only to 
what is called “ classified”  information.

Dr. Bethe’s article contained no such 
“ classified”  information. Aside from in­
timidation and threats of a “ disloyalty” 
smear, how could the commission enforce 
its censorship of an article in a private 
publication that contained “ unclassified” 
information already widely publicized?

I. F. Stone, columnist for the N. Y. 
Daily Compass, discloses the “ hitherto 
unpublished story.”  The AEC formally 
and hastily declared the “ unclassified” 
and already published -material in Bethe’s 
article “ classified.”  When asked about 
this report, the press information office

of the AEC, which admitted the censor­
ship of the Scientific American, gave as 
its answer: “ No comment.”

As Stone observes, this “ represents a 
new powerful technique for censorship.” 
Any time Washington wants to suppress 
an article on the H-Bomb, it  picks out a 
portion of the article and declares it 
“ classified.”  I t  can thus censor any arti­
cle without previously specifying what is 
“ classified” and what is not.

From now on, those who write on this 
subject and those who publish such w rit­
ings do so at their own risk. A fter an ar­
ticle is published, the AEC may slap a 
“ classified” label on it  and place author 
and publication in jeopardy. I t  will take 
a courageous publication indeed to write 
without fear of restraint on any aspect of 
the H-Bomb, however remote from any 
actual “ secrets”  involved in its produc­
tion.

This is not a measure of “ military se­
curity.”  I t  is aimed at political suppres­
sion. Its purpose is to halt any and all 
discussion of the politics of the H-Bomb, 
as well as its moral and social implica­
tions. In short, i t  is a move to muzzle 
any voice that may be raised against the 
production of the H-Bomb as such and 
against World War III.

Super W itch-Hunt Set 
O ff by Senator McCarthy

By Paul G. Stevens
F or over a month an obscure 

Senator from  W isconsin has had 
W ashington in an uproar over his 
constant flow  o f sensational 
charges about “ Reds”  and “ top" 
Soviet spies”  in the S tate D epa rt­
ment’s h ighest places. A lthough  
lack ing  o ffic ia l support from  the 
Republican P a rty , Senator Joseph 
M cC arthy has been given strong 
enough backing by such o f his 
p a r ty ’s b igw igs as Senators 
W herry , Bridges and T a ft.  H is  
stand has been the subject o f a 
sharp public exchange between 
T rum an and T a ft,  in  which these 
leaders o f the tw o  big  ca p ita lis t 
pa rties accused each other o f p u r­
suing policies a id ing  and abe tting  
the purposes o f the K rem lin .

A l l  the elder statesmen have 
deplored the M cC arthy “ reve la­
tions”  as de trim en ta l to the na­
tio n a l in terests. Above a ll, the 
libe ra l and labor supporters o f 
the F a ir  Deal have been loud in 
th e ir  lam ents over the W isconsin 
Senator’s “ character assassina­
tion s ”  th a t underm ine the whole 
fa b ric  o f A m erican democracy, 
etc., etc.

A T U R N IN G  P O IN T
Since an> im p o rta n t Congres­

sional election is com ing up in the 
fa ll,  and since the T a ft-H a rt le y  
domestic po licy o f the Republi­
cans is ha rd ly  ga in ing  in  popu­
la r ity ,  i t  is no t su rp ris in g  th a t 
some Republican leaders should 
look fo r ,a  m ore popu lar fo re ign  
po licy issue. The fa ilu re s  in  the 
F a r E ast a ffo rd  the best such is ­
sue fo r  Republicans.

W ha t makes it  even more a t­
tra c tive  however, is  the domestic 
se ttin g  which the Dem ocratic ad­
m in is tra tio n  has provided fo r 
such an an ti-C om m unist issue. In 
th is  se tting , M cC arthy ’s sensa­
tio n a l accusations fa l l  in to  th e ir  
proper place as a super-w itch 
hunt. I f  the S tate D epartm ent i t ­
se lf figu res  in M cC arthy ’s sub­
versive lis t,  th a t is  only in  the 
na ture  o f super-colossal produc­
tions.

I t  would be a m istake, however, 
to w r ite  o ff, the whole M cC arthy 
business as a fee ler in  Republican 
pre-election “ po litics .”  N o r is i t  
m ere ly  to be dismissed as an 
ove rw rough t app lica tion  o f the

w itch -hun t technique fo r  partisan 
purposes in  ca p ita lis t po lities. 
The M cC arthy a f fa ir  has a sym p­
tom atic  sign ificance a ll its  owp. 
W hatever im m ediate fa te  M c­
C a rth y ’s cam paign encounters —  
and i t  is qu ite  possible th a t un­
der the r is in g  “ b i-pa rtisa n ”  pres­
sure i t  m ay fizz le  ou t fo r  the 
present —  i t  m arks a certa in  
tu rn in g  po in t in  p o litica l develop­
ments w ith in  the U n ited  States. 
Th is is evident not so much from  
w hat the Senator o r h is col­
leagues have said and done, as 
fro m  the response th a t M cC arthy 
has evoked.

C A U S E  OF A LA R M ,
M cC arthy ’s fan  m a il, i t  is  re ­

ported, is g ro w in g  to  vast p ro ­
portions. A  Tim es correspondent 
w rite s  as fo llow s about i t :  “ In ­
fo rm an ts  w ith  m any years o f ex­
perience in eva luating  postcard 
and le tte r  campaigns are con­
vinced th a t th is  one, w hether m is ­
guided o r not, is genuine. They 
are alarm ed a t its  tone and a t I 
w ha t they consider its  depth in 
the coun try .”

A  Dem ocratic Senator, who 
supports the T rum an ad m in is tra ­
tion , reveals tha t he has received 
a postcard from  a constituent, 
which says: “ W hy don’t, you get 
the Red ra ts  out; o f  the State 
D epartm ent? ”  among many s im ­
ila r  ones and th a t o f o ther co l­
leagues have been recip ients o f 
m ail in  an iden tica l tone.

The rea l cause fo r  a la rm  among 
the po litic ians  is th is  popu lar re ­
sponse to  the M cC arthy antics. 
And i t  is not an id le  fear. For 
th is  response shows th a t the 
depths o f black reaction are be­
ing  s tirre d  a ll over the country 
by the superw itch-hunt. Mc­
C a rth y ’s reac tiona ry  fa n s  don’t  
confine themselves to v icious ha­
tred  o f the “ red ra ts ”  in the 
State Departm ent. There have 
been sim ultaneous reve la tions 
about cases o f homosexuals in 
the d ip lom atic  service among the 
Senator’s disclosures, and often 
the spleen o f constituents —  in 
“ un prin tab le  language”  —  is 
vented as much ,on th is  score as 
on the “ red”  issue. W h a t other 
elements go in to  th is  w itc h ’s 
brew  —  o f m in o r ity  hatreds and 
p rov inc ia l passions —  can on ly 
be surmised. B u t i t  is made to o r­

der fo r  the rise  o f a fasc is t move­
m ent th a t can qu ick ly  overtake 
tra d itio n a l c a p ita lis t po litics  in 
the U n ited  States.

The fa c t th a t th is  brew has 
been s tirre d  by an obscure leg is­
la to r is an add itiona l sym ptom . 
B y a ll accounts, M cC arthy is not 
a t a ll a machine man. A fo rm er 
M arine, he “ muscled”  his way in to  
office by bucking the re g u la r Re­
publican organ iza tion . He won his 
S enatoria l post in  a contest 
aga inst the popu lar “ rad ica l”  Re­
publican, R obert LaFo lle tte . He 
undertook h is cam paign o f “ red”  
accusations aga inst the State De­
pa rtm en t en tire ly  on his own, ac­
cord ing to  in fo rm ed reporters, 
w ith  his p a rty  leadership tend­
in g  to fro w n  upon it .  A lthough  
he adm its  th a t some o f his data 
comes from , p riva te  investiga tions 
made by fo rm e r F B I agents re ­
ta ined by h im , he cla im s tha t 
m ost o f his in fo rm a tio n  comes 
fro m  vo lun teer sources. In  any 
ease, a ll press observers agree 
th a t his cam paign has been p re tty  
much o f a one-man show.

H IT L E R IT E  T E C H N IQ U E
M cC arthy ’s “ technique" has 

been sim ple enough —  it- is pat­
terned w ith  s lig h t va ria tio n s  a fte r  
tha t o f a ll the social demagogues 
down to H it le r :  Make one accusa­
tion  more sensational than the 
other, the b igger the sensation 
the be tte r i t  goes over. The cu­
m u la tive  effect o f the accusa­
tions takes the edge o f f  any re ­
qu irem ents fo r proof. W hat g ra in  
o f t ru th  there is in  any specific 
accusation is u tilized  to make the 
whole mud s tick  a l l the better. 
As one a d m in is tra tion  supporter 
has pu t i t :  “ The answers so fa r 
have p la in ly  not caught up w ith  
the charges. We had thought e a rl­
ie r th a t they were catch ing u p . .

The libe ra ls ’ Wails aga inst M c­
C a rth y ’s fa n ta s tic  charges and 
th e ir  counter-accusations —  along 
w ith  the W h ite  House —  th a t he 
is p la y in g  S ta lin ’s game, m ere ly 
show th a t they do no t understand 
e ithe r h is ro le  o r th e ir  own in  
the u n fo ld ing  social scene. T he ir 
own acquiescence and apologetics 
fo r  the “ cold w a r”  w itch -hu n t 
w ith  its  “ lo y a lty  purges”  and 
subversive lis ts  have helped to 
pave the w ay fo r  the M cC arthy 
a ffa ir .

REAL ISSUES WERE NOT DISCUSSED 
AT BROWDER-SHACNTMAN DEBATE

By David Weiss
N E W  YO RK, M arch 31 —  A d ­

vertised as a “ Debate Sensation”  
and exp lo iting  the past connec­
tions o f the contenders, the 
Browder-Shachtm an debate, held 
last n ig h t a t W ebster H a ll under 
the auspices o f the Eugene V. 
Debs Society o f B rooklyn  College, 
a ttrac ted  an audience o f about 
1,000. M any were undoubtedly 
drawn to th is  a f fa ir  in  the hope 
th a t they would w itness on a 
public p la tfo rm  the clash o f the 
ideas o f T ro tsky  and S ta lin  on 
the v ita l question o f the nature 
o f the Soviet Union.

B u t the Brow der - Shachtman 
debate was a sham. The speakers 
appeared as p o lit ic a l ghosts, 
leaders o f the past and im posters 
today, w ith o u t w orkers pa rties  
behind them any longer. This 
could no t fa i l  to  reveal its e lf  in 
the course o f th e ir  debate and 
was in  fa c t pointed out in  ad­
vance in the sta tem ent issued by 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty . Th is 
read in p a r t:

BO TH  R E P U D IA T E D
“ N e ithe r B row der no r Shacht­

man o ffic ia lly  represent the move­
ments whose ideas they w il l  
presume to  defend in  the debate. 
In  fac t, both have been repudiated 
and rejected by these movements 
A t  least i t  can be said fo r  
B row der th a t, a lthough expelled 

id denounced by the Communist 
>.rty, he continues to defend the 
tte n  and discredited polic ies of 
eaCherous S ta lin ism . Shacht- 
an, however, makes his ap- 
larance as a tho roughgo ing im  
ister. He has no connection 
lia tever w ith  the genuine T ro t- 
;y ist movement. Together w ith  
imes Burnham  he s p lit  w ith  
rotskyism  in  1949 and has spent 
e las t ten years in fig h tin g ' the 
)c ia lis t W orkers P a rty , the 
ith e n tic  spokesman o f T ro tsky  
m in the U n ited  States.”  
B row der, a lthough advertised 
> the “ fo rm er General Secretary 
' the Com m unist P a r ty : 1930 
)44,”  did not once th roughou t 
le debate m ention the Com- 
un is t P a rty  or S ta lin . For his 
art. Shachtman, who was ad 
jrtise d  as “ E d ito r and Trans 
to r o f W orks o f Leon T ro tsky ,”  
ith  the word “ fo rm e r”  being 
razenly om itted , also stud iously 
voided any reference e ither to 
le T ro ts k y is t movement to  which 
e once belonged o r to Leon 
ro tsky.
O nly one'e th roughou t the whole 

vening, was the name o f T ro tsky
i j  i*«* AnnVi cnooVov nu f l  t.nen

on ly  in an em pty polem ical sa lly 
against the other.

A ltho ug h  the debaters ex­
pressed many d ifferences, they 
had more in  common than they 
realized. F o r example, a lthough 
the despotic S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
acts as a brake on the economic 
developm ent o f the USSR and by 
its  policies prepares the w ay fo r  
the cou n try ’s ove rth row  by cap i­
ta lism , both speakers made a com­
plete iden tifica tion  o f the pa ras itic  
reg im e and the Soviet Union.

N or did e ither speaker shed any 
theore tica l l ig h t on the na ture of 
the Soviet U nion. By th e ir  method 
they cast l ig h t on ly on the an ti- 
M a rx is t na ture  o f Browderism  
and Shachtmanism. Im agine a 
theoretica l discussion o f the 
Soviet U n ion w ithou t a single 
reference e ither to  the reactionary 
S ta lin is t theory o f bu ild ing  socia l­
ism in  a s ingle country o r to 
T ro ts k y ’s theory o f the permanent 
revo lu tion !

B row der s im p ly  declared Russia 
to be a socia list society on the 
basis o f its  g re a t increase of 
production w h ich was made 
possible by the conquests o f the 
October revo lu tion  o f 1917. Demo­
cracy and equa lity  fo r  the w ork  
ers? Those “ tr im m in g s ,”  he said, 
w i l l  come la te r.

Shachtman m a i n l y  u tilized  
T ro ts k y ’s exposures o f the reac­
tion a ry  S ta lin is t reg im e, the 
g row ing  m a te ria l inequa lity  in  
the USSR, and the disappearance 
o f w orkers democracy. F rom  these 
he w ent on to  a declaration that 
Russia is a  new type o f reac­
tio n a ry  state called “ bureaucratic 
co llec tiv ism ”  w ith  a new type  o f 
reactionary  ru lin g  class.

B ut he did not trace the 
development o f his new class 
“ barbarism .”  he did no t bo ther tc 
exp la in  how i t  squares w ith  
M a rx is t theory, and he remained 
s ilen t on how he d iffe re d  from  
T ro ts k y ’s analysis and w hy he 
broke w ith  it .

S TR A N G E  O M ISSIO NS
N o r did the debaters recom­

mend any movement w hatever fo r  
the w orkers  to jo in . B row der has 
no o rgan iza tion . H is present role 
is to  c u rry  fa v o r w ith  the w orld  
S ta lin is t movem ent th a t kicked 
h im  out when his usefulness had 
ended, and to act as a loya l scape 
goat fo r  new fo rm s  o f collabora­
tion  between W a ll S tree t and 
the K rem lin .

Shachtman, however, heads the 
Independent Socia lis t L e a g u e  
(w h ich he is now t ry in g  to trans ­
fo rm  in to  a l i t t le  election machine
C ___ H l n l .  a m D  r t A v i / l i J o f n c  m  1

c a p ita lis t p a rty  p r im a rie s ). But 
apparen tly  he was too shy to 
m ention h is own organ ization.

So fa r  as p ro le ta rian  s tra tegy  
and tactics are concerned, nc ithe i 
speaker drew any conclusions 
from  th e ir opposite positions or 
“ Is Russia a Socia list Com­
m u n ity ? ”  Yet they both have ? 
line, and these lines, though d if  
fe ren t, have th e ir  po in ts of 
s im ila r ity .

P O IN TS  OF S IM IL A R IT Y
Brow der, seeing in  the K rem lin  

bureaucracy the on ly  progressive 
force in the w orld , wants to subor­
d inate the in te rests o f the w o rk ­
in g  class to the in terests o f the 
S ta lin is t o liga rchy. H is  aim  is tc 
use the masses as pawns in  a new 
barga in  w ith  W ashington to  pe r­
petuate the ru le  o f the K rem lin  

Shachtman, on the o ther hand 
is a v ic tim  and a salesman of 
S talinophobia. F a il in g  to under­
stand th a t the S ta lin is t bureau 
cracy is doomed to permanen' 
in s ta b ility  and cris is  precisely 
because i t  is a caste (and no t : 
lass) in  constant coritradictlo - 

and co n flic t w ith  the p rope rty  
re la tions in  the USSR, he f r ig h t ­
ens h im se lf in to  panic m ag n ify ing  
the K re m lin ’s counter - revo lu ­
tio n a ry  power to the p o in t wherr 
i t  constitutes the greatest danger 
in the world .

This phobia, which is in va ria b ly  
coupled w ith  lack o f confidence 
in the capacity o f the w orkers t 
settle scores w ith  both cap ita lism  
and S ta lin ism , increas ing ly  leads 
him  to the advocacy o f policies 
which subordinate the in te rests o f 
the w orkers to those of trade 
union lieutenan ts o f the State De 
pa rtm e n t lik e  Reuther and Carey

The T ro ts k y is t analysis o f the 
class na ture o f the Soviet Union 
remains the on ly one tha t traces 
the evo lu tion o f the Russian revo­
lu tion  to the stage where under 
S ta lin  today i t  is  a pro found ly 
degenerated workers state. Only 
the T ro ts k y is t analysis explains 
w hy and how the rem a in ing con­
quests o f the October revo lu tion 
m ust be preserved and extended 
and how counter - revo lu tiona ry  
S ta lin ism  in the Soviet U n ion and 
in the workers movement can be 
successfully fo u g h t and destroyed

WHAT BETHE WROTE 
ABOUT THE H-BOMB

Anyone who takes the troub le  to read D r. Hans Bethe’s a rtic le  
on "The H ydrogen Bomb”  in the A p r i l S c ie n tific  A m erican , even 
in its  censored fo rm , w i l l  see th a t the Atom ic- E nergy Commission 
ordered the m agazine burned fo r  s tr ic t ly  po litica l- reasons.

The f i r s t  p a rt o f the a rtic le  exp la ins the theore tica l basis fo r  
the new super-bomb. I t  te lls  w ha t makes the bomb possible and 
w hy its  possib ilities fo r  an n ih ila tio n  have no foreseeable lim its . I t  
is th is  section o f the a rtic le , a lm ost h a lf, th a t the A E C  o r ig in a lly  
ordered s truck  out in toto.

U nderstand ing the general na tu re  o f the  H -Bom b, we can ap­
preciate how t ru th fu l ly  D r. Bethe then describes the e ffe c t o f an 
H-Bomb. Even w ith  a bomb lim ite d  to “ 1000 tim es as much energy 
as the H irosh im a bomb”  —  and D r. Bethe makes clear there is no 
fixed  l im it  to its  po ten tia l size —  “ an H-Bom b would cause a lm ost 
complete destruction  o f bu ild ings up to  a rad ius o f 10 m iles. B y 
the b las t e ffe c t alone a single bomb could ob lite ra te  a lm ost a l l o f 
G reater New Y o rk  o r Moscow o r London o r any o f the la rge s t 
c ities o f the w o rld .”

B u t th is  is no t a ll. Even worse, i f  possible, is the heat e ffec t. 
A t H irosh im a, fa ta l burns occurred up to  4,000 to  5,000 feet fro m  
the center o f the A-bom b explosion. B u t the H-Bom b “ would widen 
the range o f fa ta l heat by a fa c to r o f 30; i t  would burn people to  
death over a rad ius o f up to 20 m iles o r more. . . one must visualize 
what i t  would mean if ,  fo r  instance, Chicago w ith  a ll its  suburbs 
and most o f th e ir  in ha b itan ts  were wiped ou t in  a sing le  flash .”

Moral and P o litica l Im plications
In  addition, there would be the even m ore prolonged and w ider 

dispersion o f “ nuclear ra d ia tions ”  —  which penetra te the body and 
cause ho rrib le  illness and death. The rad ioactive  pa rtic le s  “ would 
be carried  by the w ind over a la rge  area o f the bombed c o u n try ”  
and “ would contam inate the center o f the bombed area fo r  some 
tim e .”

The m a jo r emphasis o f the a rtic le , however, is  on the m ora l, so­
c ia l and p o lit ic a l im p lica tions  o f the use o f the H-Bom b. D r. Bethe 
shows th a t those who would ju s t i fy  bom bing the Soviet U n ion “ are 
adhering to  the old fa lla c y  th a t the ends ju s t i fy  the m eans”  —* the 
very  accusation o f the c a p ita lis t m ora lis ts  aga inst the M arx is ts .

“ I t  is argued th a t i t  would be be tte r fo r  us to  lose ou r lives 
than our lib e rty , and w ith  th is  v ie w  I  personally  agree. B u t I  be­
lieve th is  is no t the choice fac in g  us here; I  believe th a t in  a w a r 
fo u g h t w ith  hydrogen bombs we would lose no t on ly  m any lives bu t 
a ll ou r libe rtie s  and human values as w e ll.”

A f te r  such a w ar, p resum ing the re  was any human su rv iva l a t 
a ll, “ no th ing  th a t resembled present c iv iliz a tio n  would rem ain. The 
f ig h t fo r mere su rv iv a l would dom inate eve ry th ing . The destruc­
tion  o f the c ities m igh t set technology back a hundred years o r more. 
In  a generation even the knowledge o f technology and science m ig h t 
disappear, because there  would be no o p po rtu n ity  to practice them  
. . . our own coun try  would be as g rievously  destroyed as Europe 
and the USSR. . . ”

Politica l Conclusions Are Inadequate
D r. Bethe concludes w ith  an exposition o f his v iews on the p re­

vention o f an H -Bom b w ar. He assumes th a t i f  a w a r comes, i t  w i l l  
be due e n tire ly  to the actions o f the Soviet U n ion  —  “ I  re fuse to 
believe th a t the U . S. would s ta r t  a preven tive  w a r.”  He does no t un­
derstand and ignores the rea l cause o f m odern w a r, the in te rn a l 
con trad ic tions o f cap ita lism  and its  s trugg le  fo r  w o rld  m arke ts, 
spheres o f in fluence and fie ld s  fo r  cap ita l investm ent.

Hence, he concludes th a t “ the one purpose o f ou r development 
o f the bomb would be to prevent its  use”  by the Soviet U n ion , “ no t 
to use i t . ”  So he w ould have the A m erican governm ent make a 
pledge no t to use i t  f ir s t ,  which would place the m ora l onus, as he 
believes, on the “ enemy.”  Besides, he expla ins, the U . S. could no t 
be knocked ou t w ith  one H-Bom b and could speedily re ta lia te  not 
on ly  w ith  H-Bom bs b u t w ith  its  superior stock o f A-Bom bs.

D r. Bethe’s is no so lu tion a t a ll. B u t he does give an au then tic  
and re liab le  descrip tion o f w ha t H-Bom b w ar would mean. He does 
show th a t any c la im  th a t the nex t w ar w i l l  b r in g  the A m erican peo­
ple secu rity  o r more freedom is a m yth . A nd  his w a rn ing  can help 
arouse the A m erican people to  a m ore u rgen t search fo r  a funda­
m ental so lu tion to war.

I f ,  as D r. Bethe po in ts  out, the H-Bom b can mean no th in g  b u t 
the w ip in g  ou t o f c iv iliz a tio n  and the opening o f an age da rke r than 
an y th in g  ye t seen, then w ill no t the people be ready to  consider any 
other a lte rna tive , however rad ica l?  M ay they n o t even accept the 
one a lte rn a tive  to c a p ita lis t w o rld -m urde r —  th a t is, w o rld  social­
ism ? T h a t is w hy  the pow ers-that-be in  W ash ing ton w a n t to  d is­
c red it and silence D r. Bethe, censor any pub lica tion  th a t p r in ts  
views like  his and in tim id a te  the en tire  Am erican press.

AEC CENSORS “SCIENTIFIC 
AMERICAN,” BURNS COPIES

(Continued fro m  Page 1) 
had sent advance copies o f his 
a rtic le  to a num ber o f his co l­
leagues, inc lud ing  a member o f 
the AE C . On M arch 14, the com­
mission sent out a te legram  fo r ­
b idd ing its  employees to  discus' 
“ therm o-nuclear weapons w ith  un­
authorized persons regardless o ‘ 
c lassification o f the in fo rm a tio n ”  
—  tha t is, atom ic physic ists and 
others could not discus's o r w r ite  
an y th ing  about the H-Bom b. 
Subsequently, the language was 
toned down to a “ request”  th a t 
employees “ re fra in ”  fro m  a ll d is­
cussion —  bu t the in te n t remained 
clear.

On M arch 15, the commission 
demanded th a t a ll technical po r­
tions o f the Bethe a rtic le , am ount­
ing  to h a lf  o f w h a t he w rote, b* 
w ithhe ld  fro m  pub lica tion . As 
the issue was already on the 
presses, the ed ito rs requested the 
commission to specify its  ob­
jections. These f in a lly  were cen­
tered on about one column o f 
type, and subsequently to certa in  
passages in  the column.

U nder the personal supervision 
r f  an A E C  representative , A lv in  
R. Ryan, the magazines already 
o f f  the press were burned, along 
w ith  a ll p roofs  o f the  o rig in a l 
a rtic le  and the “ objectionable 
lino type  slugs . . . were removed 
r.nd de livered to  the sm elting  
room ," said M r. P ie l. The maga 
zine f in a lly  appeared on the news­
stands w ith  the a rtic le  as cen­
sored.

In  a p ro te s t statem ent, th r 
Scientific  A m erican ed itors stated 
th a t “ we consider the com m ission’s 
action w ith  regard  to the Bethe 
a rtic le  and the subsequent sweep-

Correction
Last week’s a rtic le , The 

State o f C iv il L ibe rties  in 
Ind ia , was w ritte n  by Ruth 
Johnson and not, as errone­
ously stated, by Joseph K e lle r.

in g  p ro h ib itio n  issued to the na­
t io n ’s a tom ic scientists raises the 
question o f w hethe r the com­
m ission is  thus suppressing in ­
fo rm a tio n  w h ich the Am erican 
people need in  o rder to fo rm  in ­
te llig e n t judgm ents on th is  m a jo r 
prob lem .”

I t  pointed ou t th a t no “ s e cu rity ”  
reasons could have ju s tifie d  the 
censorship, since the Bethe a rtic le  
contained no technica l in fo rm a ­
tion  th a t had no t a lready been 
w ide ly  c ircu la ted in  the pub lic  
p^-ess apd in  “ statem ents which 

| have since been made by R obert 
Bacher, fo rm e r m ember o f the 
commission, in a speech in  the 
I.os Angeles Town H a ll on M arch 
27.”

The tw o m ain po in ts o f Bethe’s 
a rtic le  dealt w ith  the probable 
e ffec t o f the H-Bom b, showing 
th a t i t  can w ipe ou t a ll c iv iliz a tio n  
and destroy even sc ientific  know­
ledge its e lf,  and a c ritic ism  o f 
the T rum an a d m in is tra tio n ’s H - 
Bomb policy.

Bethe and other atom ic scient­
is ts  were recen tly  subjected to  a 
savage a tta ck  by fo rm e r A E C  
D ire c to r David L ilie n th a l fo r  
da rin g  to  w arn  the Am erican peo­
ple o f the rea l na ture  o f the H 
Bomb and fo r  denying th a t such 
an an n ih ila tio n  weapon could 
mean “ secu rity ”  fo r  th is  country.

Next Week:
The Bridges T r ia l— a rep o rt 

fro m  San Francisco.
U n ion Pension P lans —  an 

analysis by Robert P h illips .
A  discussion o f the problem  

o f c iv il r ig h ts  and the fascists.
Reports on the  purges in 

Norway and Czechoslovakia.
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the MILITANTThe Menace of Education
—  By Ruth Johnson ....................—

W illia m  J. W a llin , Chancellor o f the New Y o rk  
Board o f Regents which establishes educational 
standards fo r  the sta te ’s schools, spoke la s t week 
a t a d inner in  honor o f D w ig h t E isenhower, the 
m an who graduated fro m  the A rm y  to the p res i­
dency o f Colum bia U n ive rs ity . E isenhower had 
announced th a t ve ry  day the momentous discovery 
th a t the U n ited  States, w ith  its  A -Bom bs and H - 
Bomb production, is p i t i fu l ly  disarm ed and he lp­
less aga ins t fo re ig n  foes. W a llin  devoted h im se lf 
to  p ro te c tin g  cap ita lism  on the home fro n t, 
aga ins t the deadly menace —  o f education.

“ In  the fie ld  o f h igh e r education,”  he warned, 
“ there is a w idespread be lie f and tenet th a t the 
governm ent has a du ty  to provide everyone who 
desires i t  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  h igher education, 
even in  the professions.”

I t  isn ’t  ju s t th a t W a llin  is aghast a t the pros­
pect o f some w o rke r’s son o r daughter com peting 
fo r  his lush job. I t  isn ’t  on ly  th a t he believes the 
ha lls  o f le a rn ing  should rem ain res tric ted  to the 
ch ild ren  o f the rich . Behind his contem pt fo r  the 
asp ira tions o f the you th  lies te rr if ie d  recogn ition  
th a t cap ita lism  is in a bad way.

W a llin  is unimpressed by T rum an ’s promises 
o f jobs fo r  a ll a t $12,000 in  the year 2,000. He 
sees today ’s graduates tra m p in g  the streets in  the 
va in  search fo r  jobs, and he expects fu tu re  d i­
plom a-holders to face no be tte r prospects.

“ W e are liab le  to educate, p a r tic u la r ly  in  the 
post-g radua te area, m any m ore men and women 
than can earn a liv in g  in  the fie ld  in  which they 
have chosen to  be educated, and too o ften  an y ­
where else,”  he expla ins.

You m ig h t expect h im  to  propose m ore schools 
to  use the new teachers, more hospita ls to  use 
the new doctors, m ore labora tories to emplcfy the 
knowledge, t ra in in g  and genius o f budd ing scien­
tis ts . N o t W a llin . He is p e rfe c tly  content to see 
m illio ns  o f jobless; a ll he w ants is to keep them  
submissive.

“ W e shall f in d  th a t, em bitte red w ith  th e ir  
f ru s tra t io n , these surp lus graduates w il l  tu rn  
upon society and the governm ent,”  he says. W ha t 
base in g ra titu u d e , to demand th a t they  have a 
chance to use th e ir  education in  the service o f 
m ankind!

A las, even th a t is no t the w orst. The d is in h e rit­
ed youth w i l l  do more than p ro te s t; they w ill 
use a ll th e ir  t ra in in g  and in te lligence to  seek 
a be tte r way. The jobless graduates, W a llin  
fum es, “ w i l l  be more e ffec tive  and be tte r armed 
in  th e ir  destructive  w ra th  by the education we 
have given them .”

I t ’s in s tru c tive  to hear the em inent Chancellor 
ad m it th a t on ly  an il l ite ra te  ignoram us w il l  keep 
on suppo rting  the system o f wars and depressions. 
W e m ig h t add th a t m any a social ignoram us 
wears the co lleg ia te  cap and gown.

W a llin  ought to know th a t ty ra n ts  th roughou t 
h is to ry  have ranted aga inst education fo r  the 
masses, fo r  more or less the same reasons he 
gives. He ough t to know they fa iled . F rom  the 
days o f the slave revo lts  in  the Roman Em pire  
down to  our own tim es, the people have given 
a f i t t in g  answer to ru le rs  who were sure th a t 
ignorance is bliss.

A Lie That Boomerangs
------------------------  ■ By Fred Hart --------- ---------

Joseph C la rk  is the new fo re ig n  ed ito r o f the 
D a ily  W orker, more accurate ly he is th e ir  T ito - 
b a it in g  specia list. The grapevine has i t  th a t C la rk  
replaced Joseph S tarob in  because o f the la t te r ’s 
in ep titu de  o r remissness in  dealing w ith  Y ugo­
slav a ffa irs .

Since assum ing his duties, C la rk  has pulled 
ou t a ll stops, a llow in g  no o p p o rtu n ity  to pass 
w ith o u t some new jib e  o r lie  o r gob o f f i l t h  about 
the Yugoslavs. The o ther day th is  expert depa rt­
ed fro m  the standard pa tte rn  o f the S ta lin is t 
an ti-Y ugos lav  propaganda.

D ealing  w ith  O. John Rogge’s ju n k e t to  Bel­
grade and le c tu rin g  h im  on the im p e rm is s ib ility  
o f such ac tiv itie s , C lark, on M arch 29, o ffe rs  as 
a ju ic y  t id b it  the “ news”  th a t the T ro tsky is ts  
“ have o f f ic ia lly  draw n T ito  to th e ir  bosom.”  A nd 
then adds, “ The la tes t issue o f th e ir  paper here, 
The M ilita n t,  greets the T ito ite s ’ public denuncia­
tions o f the Soviet Un ion fro m  every conceivable 
p o in t o f v iew .”

C la rk  has appa ren tly  fo rg o tte n  th a t according 
to  the K re m lin , according to the H ungarian  and 
B u lga rian  “ treason tr ia ls ,”  and according to  
C la rk ’s own previous columns, a ll the Yugoslavs, 
fro m  T ito  down, are no th ing  b u t “ T ro ts k y ite  
spies”  to  begin w ith  and have a lleged ly worked

fo r  years in cahoots w ith  a ll the o ther “ T ro ts k y ­
ite  spies.”

W h a t then is there so new sw orthy o r rem a rk ­
able about the  coverage o f Y ugoslav events and 
p o lit ic a l statem ents in  The M ilita n t, which has 
fro m  the beg inn ing o f the C o m in fo rm -T ito  r i f t  
defended Y ugos lav ia ’s s trugg le  aga inst the K re m ­
lin  and aga inst A m erican im peria lism  ? A s  every 
one o f ou r readers is aware, our d iffe rences w ith  
those T ito is t  policies which diverge fro m  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  socialism  have never prevented us fro m  
extending complete support to  the progressive 
Yugoslav f ig h t  fo r  independence.

The whole po in t is  th is , th a t the Yugoslavs 
have recen tly  made fac tu a l and dam ning reve la ­
tions about the K re m lin ’s ro le  in  E astern Europe. 
The M il ita n t  has been p r in t in g  these reve la tions 
fo r  the in fo rm a tio n  o f its  readers. Unable to an­
swer the Yugoslav charges, C la rk  appa ren tly  de­
cided th a t the easiest w ay would be to  s ta r t 
shouting “ in  passing”  about the T ro tsky is ts  hav­
in g  —  a t la s t! —  “ o f f ic ia lly  drawn T ito  to  th e ir  
bosom.”

The on ly  troub le  is th a t th is  new lie  is no t a t 
a ll in  harm oney w ith  a ll the previous S ta lin is t 
lies. C la rk  fo rg o t his own previous lies fo r  a mo­
ment. A nd  fo r  th is  inexcusable ove rs igh t he may 
y e t have to beat h is breast in  public.

From the Yugoslav Press
H ow  the K re m lin  exp lo its  Rum ania ’s in d u s try  

and n a tu ra l resources th rough the medium o f 
“ m ixed companies”  was exposed in  a detailed a r ­
t ic le  on M arch 19 by the Serbian periodica l Glas.

The f ie ld  o f transp o rta tio n  is dom inated by 
th ree “ m ixed commissions” : T ars  fo r  a ir  trans ­
p o r t;  Rata fo r  the tra c tio n  ne tw orks ; and So- 
vroum  fo r  the Danubian sh ipp ing system. The 
m anner in  which these bodies are constitu ted is 
illu s tra te d  by the Sovroum where “ the Rumanians 
have fu rn ished  a ll the ships and a ll the sh ip­
yards, so th a t no vessels w hatever rem ain a t th e ir  
own disposal, w h ile  on the Soviet side a ll th a t was 
fu rn ished  were ships seized as w ar booty by the 
Soviet troops.”

A n a ly z in g  the o il in du s try , the m ost im p o rta n t 
sector o f Rum ania ’s economy, Glas po in ts  ou t 
th a t the m ixed company Sovroum -Petro le con­
tro ls  the en tire  o il ou tpu t. In  the hands o f the 
Rum anians themselves are on ly  tw o companies 
M untenia and P e tro l-expo rt and these cannot ex­
p o r t o il except by Moscow’s au thoriza tion .

The c o u n try ’s m e ta llu rg ica l in d u s try  is likew ise 
under the K re m lin ’s thum b. S ovroum -M eta l has 
taken over ltech itsa, the la rge s t and m ost im p o r­
ta n t m e ta llu rg ica l combine in  the country . P rio r 
to  the w a r th is  combine was held jo in t ly  by the 
Rum anian governm ent and a Jew ish cap ita lis t. 
D u r in g  the  w a r the H it le r  reg im e seized the

stock held by the Jew  and then Moscow con fis­
cated i t  as “ German p ro pe rty .”

“ A  whole num ber o f o ther m ixed companies fo r  
the exp lo ita tion  o f Rum ania,”  w rite s  Glas, “ have 
been form ed by the Soviet U n ion on the same 
basis. There is the m ixed company Sovroum -Trac- 
tcurs, to which the prom ised deliveries o f Soviet 
machines were never made; there  is  Sovroum- 
F ilm  which contro ls  90% o f the d is tr ib u tio n  and 
im p o rt o f movies; there is Sovroum -Assurance (an 
insurance t ru s t) .  . . ”

In  these enterprises, Soviet personnel is  assign­
ed to a ll the key posts w h ile  the Rumanians, in  a 
subord inate position, p lay “ on ly  a decorative and 
honorary role, because a ll the im p o rta n t ques­
tions are decided by the  Soviet representatives.”  
The pay o f the Soviet executives goes as h igh as
200.000 le i, w h ile  the Rum anians receive fro m
50.000 to 80,000 le i; bu t the “ w orkers in  these 
enterprises do no t ge t more than 4,000 to  5,000 
le i a m onth .”

Glas underscores th a t the methods employed in 
the “ m ixed companies”  are iden tica l w ith  the 
“ means o f exp lo ita tion  used by ca p ita lis t coun­
tr ie s  in  em p loying the labo r force and d ra in in g  
the na tu ra l resources o f backward countries. 
The Soviet leadership s im p ly  covers its e lf  up 
w ith  a mask o f pseudo-socialist phraseology when­
ever i t  re fe rs  to  these m ixed companies as a lleged­
ly  generous a id .”

IBEW in Chicago Signs 'Loyalty' Contract
A n  A F L  union in  Chicago has 

signed a con tract w ith  the Stew-1 
a rt-W a rn e r C orpora tion th a t I 
gives the company the r ig h t  to 
f ire  w orkers fo r  p o litica l beliefs 
and associations no t approved by 
the company. I t  also gives the 
com pany the r ig h t  to force its  
em ployers to  sign a “ lo y a lty ”  
oath.

The con tract, signed on M arch 
36 by o ffic ia ls  o f A F L  In te rna -

Dutch Trotskyists Run 
In Provincial Elections

A M S T E R D A M , A p r i l  1 —  The 
R evo lu tionary  Com m unist P a rty  
o f H o lland (D u tch  T ro ts k y is ts ) ! 
w i l l  p a rtic ip a te  in  the prov inc ia l 
elections, scheduled fo r  A p r i l  26. 
L is ts  o f candidates w il l  be p re­
sented in  the tw o  p rinc ip a l p rov­
inces —  N o rth  and South Holland.

The C entra l Com m ittee o f the  | 
p a r ty  has issued an appeal fo r  an 
electora l fun d  o f 1,500 flo rin s . 
The election cam paign w ill be con­
ducted around a ten -p o in t p ro ­
g ram . In  add ition  to a ca ll fo r  
s tru g g le  in  defense o f the w o rk ­
ers’ l iv in g  standard, th is  e lectora l 
p rog ram  includes the fo llo w in g : 

“ F o r the dissolu tion o f the 
N etherlands U n ion —  complete 
independence to Indonesia !”  

"D ow n  w ith  the M onarchy! 
Long  L ive  the R epub lic !”

“ F o r the defense o f Y ugoslavia  
aga ins t bo th the K re m lin  and 
W a ll S tre e t!”

“ F o r the S ocia lis t U n ited  States 
o f E u rope !”

lio n a l B rotherhood o f E le c trica l 
) \  orkers Local 1031, perm its  
S tew a rt-W arne r to  f ire  any em­
ployee i t  accuses o f belonging to 
a “ subversive o rgan iza tion ”  which 
seeks to “ a lte r  the fo rm  o f gov­
ernm ent o f the U n ited States by 
unconstitu tiona l means.”

S tew a rt-W arne r also gets the 
con tractua l r ig h t  to requ ire  any 
employee or job app lican t to  sign 
an oath th a t he is not a “ Com­
m un is t”  o r  “ Com m unist sym ­
pa th ize r”  and does no t believe in 
“ Com m unist”  princip les.

P r io r  to s ign ing  th is  con tract 
w ith  IB E W  Local 1031, the com­
pany had in troduced the oath in 
a move to v ic tim ize  leaders o f 
the independent U n ited  E lectrica l 
W orkers Local 3154, which had 
been the prev ious ly  recognized 
union. The company had fired 
five U E  shop stewards who re ­
fused to take the ye llow  - dog 
oath.

Under cover o f the general 
w itch  - hunt in the country, 
S tew a rt-W arn e r tr ied  fo r  many 
m onths to re in troduce the open 
shop. I t  refused to  renew the UE 
con tract and waged a ru th less 
cam paign to smash the U E  w ith  
red -ba iting .

W ith  the collusion and help of 
the company, the IB E W  stepped 
in  to take over the con tract and 
the dues payers. In  re tu rn  fo r  
I he company’s aid in w inn ing  a 
recent collective ba rga in ing  elec­
tion  against the UE, the IB E W  
Local 1031 o ffic ia ls  agreed to the

com pany’s in fam ous term s. These 
included, in addition to  the r ig h t 
to fire  on po litica l grounds, a “ no 
s trike , no p icketing , no slowdown 
clause.”

R obert E. A ckerberg , N L R B  a t­
to rney in Chicago, has charged 
th a t the s ign ing  o f the contract 
was an u n fa ir  labor practice be­
cause o f company collusion in the 
election. The N L R B  has no t cer- 
t 'f ie d  Local 1031 as ba rga in ing  
agent and is in ves tig a ting  the 
com pany’s in te rfe rence  in  the 
election.

The S tew a rt-W arn e r deal w ith  
the IB E W  is p a r t  o f a natidn-w ide 
move by jthc a n ti- la b o r corpora­
tions to get the power to fire 
w orkers a t w ill.  A ll  they need do 
under an “ an ti-C om m unis t”  clause 
is to label a w o rke r “ subversive”  
and k ick  him  out. A  s im ila r  clause 
was fo isted on the W r ig h t  A ero ­
nautica l w orkers in Paterson, 
N. J., w ith  the appproval o f CIO 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers President 
W a lte r Reuther.

W orkers in o ther p lan ts have 
been fired as “ poor security  r is k s ”  
under W ar Departm ent regu la ­
tions. T h is  is an extension o f the 
“ lo y a lty ”  purge in to  p riva te  in ­
dus try . But contracts lik e  those 
signed a t S tew art - W’a rner and 
W rig h t put a “ union label”  on the 
purge.

Some reactionary  union o ffic ia ls  
are in v it in g  such contracts as a 
means o f ousting  r iv a l unions and 
also as a device to ge t m ilita n t 
un ion ists fired fro m  the plants.
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W hile  members o f the A tom ic  E nergy Commission lis ten , ac tin g  cha irm an Sumner T. P ike 
(second from  r ig h t )  te lls  W ashington newsmen a ll atom ic w orkers and consultants have been o r­
dered to  cease discussing technica l H -Bom b in fo rm a tio n  even though i t  is  no t classified secret. 
E n fo rc in g  the ban, the A E C  forced S c ie n tific  Am erican magazine to  burn  3,000 copies o f an is ­
sue con ta in ing  an H-Bom b artic le .

UAW Leaders' Retreat 
Emboldens A uto Barons

D E T R O IT , A p r i l 2 —  New 
evidence is p ilin g  up to  show tha t 
the B ig  Three —  C hrys ler, Gen­
era l M otors and Ford  —  are 
united in  an unholy conspiracy to 
beat down the auto workers.

The C h rys le r Corporation has 
kep t the w orkers ou t on s tr ike  
fo r  ten weeks now. I ts  $30,000,-
000 pension o ffe r  had so m any 
s tr in g s  attached th a t negotia tions 
were called o f f  fo r  the tim e 
being. B a rg a in in g  has no t b rough t 
any m a jo r con tract concessions. 
And a ll th is  tim e  the newspapers 
reported th a t the nego tia tors  were 
on ly a few  cents apart. I t  is p e r­
fec tly  clear th a t C hrys le r intends 
to s it  t ig h t,  bank ing  on s ta rva tion  
among the w orkers  and softness 
among the union leaders to  force

F. 0 . Matthiessen 
Commits Suicide

(ConL fro m  page 1)
ihe rem ark : “ I  am an independent 
rad ica l.”

He understood th a t cap ita lism  
was responsible fo r  repression 
and th a t a ttacks on any segment 
o f the w o rk ing  class threaten the 
movement fo r  human freedom  and 
the a tta inm en t o f the socia list 
goal. On occasions when he spoke 
pu b lic ly  in beha lf o f the T ro t­
sky is t v ic tim s  o f the Sm ith  Act, 
he did not use the  p la tfo rm  to 
dissociate h im se lf fro m  th e ir  
revo lu tiona ry  p rog ram ; he uttered 
not a word o f apology fo r  th e ir  
ideas, no t a sy llab le  to  establish
1 is own le sp e c ta b ility  in  the eyes 
o f au th o rity .

P ro f. M atthiessen w rote much 
and lo v in g ly  about W a lt W h it­
man. W h itm an ’s poem “ To a 
F o il ’d European R evo ln tiona ire ”  
could w e ll serve as his own 
epitaph.

“ Courage yet, m y bro ther or 
m y s is te r!

Keep on —  L ib e rty  is to be 
subserved w hatever occurs;

T h a t is no th ing th a t is quelled 
by one o r tw o  fa ilu res, or 
any num ber o f fa ilu res,

O r by the ind iffe rence  or in ­
g ra titu de  o f the people, o r 
by any un fa ith fu lness.

O r the show o f the tushes of 
power, soldiers, cannon, penal 
statutes.

* * *

Did we th in k  v ic to ry  great?
So i t  is —  but now i t  seems to 

me, when i t  cannot-be helped, 
tha t defeat is great,

And that death and dism ay arc 
great.”

a settlem ent favorab le  to the 
corpora tion.

M eanwhile, in  h is to ry -b re ak in g  
production, GM piles up cars and 
p ro fits  th rough  e x tra -sh ifts  and 
overtim e. F ro n t - page headlines 
help bu ild  an atmosphere o f a n t i­
s tr ike  sentim ent by announcing 
G M ’s “ a ll- t im e ”  production high. 
Ih e  D e tro it News openly poses 
the question: “ Is the corpora tion 
t ry in g  to bu ild  up a backlog of 
automobiles fo r  its  dealers in  
event o f a s tr ik e ? ”

FO RD P A C T E F FE C TS
U A W  leaders have signed a 

“ c la rified ”  agreem ent w ith  F ord  
w h ich released h im  fro m  a defin ite  
83^c.-an-hour paym ent fo r  pen­
sions. Ford now need no t p u t any 
defin ite sum in to  a tru s t fund, bu t 
on ly  guarantee the d iffe rence be­
tween w ha t the governm ent pays 
in social secu rity  and $100 a 
month. In  sp ite  o f the  e a rlie r 
assertions o f U A W  leaders, th is  
means th a t no sums can possib ly 
p ile  up in the fund  w h ich  would 
make possible au tom atic  pension 
raises beyond the $100 m axim um .

This surrender by the union 
leadership to Ford  has set the 
stage fo r  the fro n ta l assault o f 
the o the r tw o g iants. These, see­
in g  the union leaders on the run. 
could w e ll determ ine to  force a 
showdown: “ G ive in peaceably to 
our im peria l w il l,  o r we’l l  crush 
you w ith  ou r m ig h t!”  Many 
pickets beljeve th a t th is  actua lly  
is the corpora tions’ s tra tegy.

In the face o f th is  pow erfu l and 
un ited com bination, R e u t h e r  
b lind fo lds the union w ith  a “ one- 
a t-a -tim e ”  s tra tegy . H is  lieu ­
tenants are now ta lk in g  openly 
about ca llin g  another na tiona l 
convention to raise more money, 
but none considers the elem entary 
wisdom o f shu tting  o f f  a ll over­
tim e w ork a t GM to  prevent the 
company’s p ilin g  up cars in 
preparation fo r  a s trike .

N o r do the leaders contem plate 
breaking o f f  the new ly-begun GM 
negotia tions, and ca llin g  w orkers 
c u t in  an offensive - defensive 
a lliance w ith  the C hrys ler s t r ik ­
ers. Such un ited s tra tegy, many 
union ists p o in t out, would paralyze 
the scheme o f GM to prepare fo r  
a long s tr ik e ; would un ite  GM 
w ith  C hrys ler w orkers and build 
th e ir  m orale. I t  could b r in g  the 
tremendous pressure o f labo r and 
the whole com m unity  to bear 
aga inst both GM and Chrysler.

B u t Reuther is no t seriously- 
considering g re a te r m ilita n cy  
even in the C hrys le r s trike . 
Powerhouse and maintenance

George Novack Protests Newspaper 
Story on Matthiessen’s Activity

NEW YORK — The Militant has received a copy of 
the following letter sent on April 3 to the N. Y. World- 
Telegram & Sun by George Novack, secretary of the Civil
R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee:

Dear S ir:
O ut o f respect fo r  the m em ory 

o f a noble man and fr ie n d , I  m ust 
in d ig n a n tly  p ro test the W o rld -T e l­
egram  &  Sun a rtic le  on A p r i l 1 
s ta tin g  th a t P rofessor F. O. M a t­
thiessen o f H a rvard  “ was one o f 
the top supporters o f Com m unist 
f ro n t  organ izations in  the na tion ’s 
academic w o rld .”

The t ru th  is tha t Professor 
M atthiessen was one o f the top 
supporters o f c iv il r ig h ts  fo r  a ll, 
no m a tte r w hat th e ir  views or 
a ffilia tio ns .

He was one o f those ra re  figures 
in A m erican pub lic  li fe  today 
w ith  the courage to come fo rw a rd  
and defend the lib e rtie s  o f a ll the 
persecuted, v ic tim ized  and op­
pressed. _ ,

To m y knowledge, in  add it on 
to members and fo llow e rs  o f the

Com m unist P a rty , he defended the 
r ig h ts  o f Socialists, T ro tsky is ts  
pacifists, Negroes and other 
m inorities . One o f his la s t acts 
was an appeal to  the H a rvard  
fa c u lty  to  support the case o f the 
legless veteran, James K utcher 
noted v ic tim  o f the lo y a lty  purge.

He was no t a S ta lin is t, but, as 
lie stated in h is la s t testam ent, • 
Socia list and a C hris tian , w ith  
g re a t love fo r  his fe llow m an and 
an unquenchable be lie f in social 
justice.

I t  was precisely th is  type o f 
w itch -h u n tin g  a ttack, th is  smear­
in g  o f character and im pu ta tion  
o f gu ilt-by-associa tion  tha t drove 
th is  sensitive scholar to  the 
desperate personal po litica l p ro­
test which cut short an extrem ely 
valuable life .

S incerely yours, 
GEORGE N O V A C K

w orkers have perm ission to  serv­
ice m achinery and equipm ent, 
w h ile  m orale on the p icke t line  
is weakened by it .  M ora le  is 
fu r th e r  shaken by company 
propaganda, since meetings and 
mass dem onstrations to  overcome 
the e ffects o f th is  propaganda 
have been few .

Y e t the assemblies th a t have 
been called ind ica te the fig h tin g  
w il l  o f the membership. O nly last 
week 10,000 U A W  members 
gathered to p icke t and hear 
Reuther and M atthew s make 
speeches. B uth  re ite ra ted pledges 
tha t the union w il l  not weaken 
on pension and con tract demands. 
Both were cheered loud ly when­
ever they indicated th a t they 
would not re trea t. The applause 
was em phatic when Reuther 
pledged to  have a new contract 
before s e ttlin g  the s tr ike . By 
th e ir  response, the s tr ike rs  show­
ed they were more than ever 
ctetermined to figh t.

W H A T  O M IS S IO N S  SHOW
• Yet, n e ithe r speaker explained 
w hy union leaders had repeatedly 
o ffe red to a rb itra te  the contract. 
N o r did they m ention the re tre a t 
a t Ford, o r the w ate ring-dow n of 
C hrys le r demands below the 10c.

They did no t m ention a com­
mon C hrys ler-G M  s tra tegy, o r  a 
common te rm ina tion  date o f both 
these agreements w ith  the Ford  
contract. B y these omissions, 
U A W  leaders show they  aim  to 
continue the po licy  th a t has 
b rough t the union in to a b lind 
a lley.

ITU Local Asks 
For Strike Vote at 
New York Papers

By F. Newman
N E W  YO R K, A p r i l 2 —  “ B ig  

S ix ,”  the N . Y. local o f the In ­
te rna tiona l T ypograph ica l Union, 
last week turned down an o ffe r  
o f the new spaper'pub lishers  by 
a vote o f 925 to 13, fo r  the th ird  
tim e asking the In te rn a tion a l 
Executive Council fo r  perm ission 
to take a s tr ik e  vote.

Employees in the N. Y. news­
paper composing rooms have been 
w o rk in g  w ith o u t a con trac t fo r  
the past six m onths. N egotia tions 
have been held th roughou t th is  
period. The publishers have re­
fused to concede any union 
demands which would add a penny 
to th e ir  costs —  th is  a t a tim e 
when na tiona l newspaper adver­
tis in g  income has reached a new 
h igh .

The P rin te rs ’ Ink  na tiona l ad­
ve rtis in g  index indicated a new 
peak o f 283.3 fo r  1949, w e ll ahead 
o f the previous h igh  o f 246 set 
;n 1948. D o lla r expenditures fo r  
na tional newspaper ads were 
15.3% ahead o f 1948. The N . Y. 
Tim es in its  y e a r-e n d  review'
asserted th a t a ll newspaper ad 
expenditures fo r  1950 were ex­
pected to  be even h igher. The
Image figures fo r  Janua ry  1950
show' th a t th is  upw ard trend s t i l l  
continues.

A f te r  each o f the firs t tw o re ­
quests fo r  s tr ike  sanction, the
local scale com m ittee and officers 
W'ere assisted in  the nego tia tions 
by In te rn a tio n a l Pres. Randolph 
and Vice P resident Brown, but 
w ith o u t resu lt. Am ong o ther 
th ings, the union had demanded 
$10 wage, increases, pension and 
health insurance benefits. B u t the 
publishers offe red on ly  to con­
tinue  the previous con tract fo r  18 
months, w ith  one o r two m inor 
changes in  w o rk in g  conditions. 
The union rejected a rb itra tio n  
a fte r  s ix  o ther c ra f t  unions had 
fa ile d  to  receive any benefits 
th rou gh  th a t method.

Lundeberg Gets 
A  Setback in 
Seattle Court

SEATTLE, March 30 — The Brass Hats of the AFL 
Sailors Union of the Pacific received their firs t legal 
setback today to their attempts to throttle union democracy
and to  convert the h ir in g  ha ll 
in to  a union bureaucra ts ’ c rim p 
jo in t. S uperior Judge H aro ld  A . 
Seering upheld the com pla in t o£ 
three sailors, members o f the 
SUP, who had been v ic tim ized  
by the Lundeberg machine.

The three sailors, W a lte r F lin d t, 
Norm an Combs and James Sever­
son, had been fired  fro m  th e ir  jobs 
aboard ships by the sh ipp ing  com­
panies, ac tin g  in  collusion w ith  
union o ffic ia ls , and had been 
ordered to proceed to  San F ra n ­
cisco to stand t r ia l  in  a Lunde- 
be rg-rigged kangaroo court. T he ir 
“ c rim e”  was suspicion o f sym ­
pa thy  w ith  the  Mahoney Defense 
Com m ittee w h ich  has been f ig h t­
in g  fo r  the res to ra tion  o f demo­
cracy in  the  SUP.

JU D G E ’S R U L IN G
In  his memorandum, the judge 

recognized the existence o f a 
b lack lis t prepared by Lundeberg 
and Co., consisting o f a ll op­
ponents o f the un ion bureaucracy. 
Those on th is  lis t,  he stated, 
“ were required to  proceed 'to  San 
Francisco to  exp la in  th e ir  posi­
tion . . . F a ilu re  to  do th is  resu lts  
in  im m edia te expulsion. . . The 
union o ffic ia l pub lica tion  has 
carried stories o f th is  action and 
has threatened rep risa l as soon 
as the  case is  determ ined.”

W hile  c learing  the  shipowners 
o f charges o f collusion, the judge 
ordered the un ion o ffic ia ldom  to  
c e a s e  “ d isc r im in a tin g  aga inst 
p la in t if fs  in  th e ir  em ploym ent, 
suspending o r expe lling  them 
from  membership unless charges 
are filed and a hearing  held in 
accordance w ith  the cons titu tion  
o f the un ion.”  T h is  p rov is ion  re ­
qu ires th a t the m ember be tr ie d

in  the n o r t m ost convenient to 
accuser, accused and witnesses. In  
the cases involved, the judge held, 
the place o f un ion t r ia l  would bo 
Seattle, no t San Francisco.

The cou rt decision applies a l­
most to  the le tte r  to the case o f 
John Mahoney and to  o ther SUP 
members expelled fo r  defending 
his dem ocratic r ig h ts . Mahoney 
was placed on charges fo r  ask ing 
a po in t o f in fo rm a tio n  in  a 
Seattle union m eeting. He asked 
who had given Lundeberg and Co. 
the a u th o r ity  to  scab against the 
Canadian Seamen’s Un ion s tr ike . 
A membership m eeting in  Seattle 
voted ove rw he lm ing ly  to  quash 
the charges. B u t in  a rigged 
meeting, Lundeberg had Mahoney 
expelled in  his absence in  San 
Francisco. Subsequently other 
supporters o f Mahoney, inc lud ing  
the en tire  crew o f the Island 
M a il, were expelled in  the same 
unconstitu tiona l m anner.

N E X T  S TAG E
To cover his s lim y  tracks, 

Lundeberg —  who has been w o rk ­
in g  hand in  g love W'ith Senator 
T a f t  —  has accused his opponents 
o f re so rtin g  to  the  T a ft-H a rt le y  
Law . The charge was a lie  ou t o f 
the whole cloth. B u t i t  has served 
Lundeberg as a convenient p re te x t 
to t r y  to e x to rt a new assessment 
from  the union m em bership to 
“ pro tect the h ir in g  h a ll from  
T ro tsky is ts  and d isrup te rs .”

The ne x t stage o f the s trugg le  
w i l l  undoubtedly be trans fe rre d  
to  Seattle again. I t  is  expected 
th a t Lundeberg, fo llo w in g  C ur­
ra n t ’s example, w i l l  im p o rt bus­
loads o f rin ge rs  and goons fro m  
o ther po rts  to  uphold the charges 
aga inst opposition ists.

MARITIME PARLEY LEFT  
WAY OPEN FOR RAIDING

The Militant has received new information which con­
firms our statement last week that the March 18-20 Wash­
ington conference of maritime unions to defend the hiring
ha ll was “ a conspiracy o f bureau-' 
erats against the ra n k  and file  o f 
the seamen ra th e r than a power­
fu l phalanx in defense o f th e ir  
in terests. . . ( I t )  is directed solely 
aga inst m ilita n ts  and c r it ic s  and 
not aga inst cannibal un ionism  and 
ju r is d ic tio n a l ra id in g .”

We have learned tha t p r io r  to 
the conference H a rry  Lundeberg, 
Secretary o f the A F L  Sailors 
Union o f the Pacific, la id down an 
u ltim a tu m  to the o ther unions as 
a condition fo r  his pa rtic ip a tion . 
He demanded tha t no support be 
given by any union to  the 
Mahoney Defense Com m ittee in 
Seattle, which is fig h tin g  to  
lestore democracy in the SUP. 
T h is  u ltim a tum  was a i m e d  
d ire c tly  against the M FO W  
("independent M arine F irem en ’s 
Union o f the Pacific.)
The M FO W  had aided the Seattle 

group because its  ju r is d ic tio n  had 
been raided tim e  and again by 
Lundeberg and because Mahoney 
and his fo llow ers  in the SUP had 
protested m any tim es against 
th is  reso rt to cannibal unionism  
by th e ir  own union leadership.

L U N D E B E R G ’S D E M A N D
A t the conference, Lundeberg ’s 

demand was p u t in the fo rm  o f a 
pledge by a ll unions no t to aid any 
group in any o f the unions which 
was reso rting  to  the T a ft-H a rt le y  
Law. Everyone a t the conference 
knew th a t th is  accusation against 
the Seattle group was a lie , and 
th a t Lundeberg was us ing the lie 
as a p re te x t to iso late the M FOW .

In  fac t, according to  Lunde­
be rg ’s re p o rt a t the San F ra n ­
cisco SUP m em bership m eeting, 
V incen t Malone, M FO W  secre­
ta ry , protested. He said th a t he 
was a id ing  the Seattle group be­
cause Lundeberg was ra id in g  his 
ju r is d ic tio n . Then —  according te 
the same rep o rt —  i t  rem ained 
fo r  C urran o f the  N M U , which 
lias also su ffe red fro m  Lunde- 
ber’s ra ids, to  pe rfo rm  the cow­
ard ly chore o f la y in g  down the law  
to Malone. C urran is reported to  
have said th a t anyone a id ing  any 
group t r y in g  to te a r down the 
h 'r in g  ha ll o f any un ion docs no t 
belong in  the conference and w ill 
not receive any help from  the 
ether unions.

A t th is  po in t M alone caved in. 
The p rinc ip le  accepted by the 
pa rtic ip an ts  was “ F irs t  Come. 
F irs t  Served.”  The union o rgan­
iz in g  a new company f irs t  is  en­
t it le d  to complete ju r is d ic tio n  over

a ll seamen involved. T h is  “ p r in ­
c ip le ”  clashes w ith  the en tire  
tra d itio n  o f W est Coast m a ritim e  
unionism . In  the past when new 
W est Coast companies were o r­
ganized, the deck departm ent 
v.ent under con tract to  the SUP, 
the engine departm ent to the 
M F O W  and the stewards depart­
ment to  the C IO  M arine  Cooks 
and Stewards. M alone’s cap itu la ­
tion  eases the w ay fo r  Lundeberg 
to continue his po licy o f s ign ing 
sweetheart agreements w ith  the 
shipowners behind the backs o f 
(he o ther two unions.

C A N N IB A L  U N IO N IS M

M oreover the conference deci­
sion is the best cover th a t Paul 
H a ll o f the S IU  and Lundeberg 
have found fo r  th e ir  cannibal 
un ionism  to date. T h is  A F L  gang 
has openly declared th a t a ll o ther 
m aritim e  unions on the W est and 
East Coasts are dual and hostile  
to the S IU . T h is  was th e ir  
ju s tific a tio n  fo r  ra id in g  the N M U  
in the o il w o rkers  s tr ik e  and the 
CIO  engineers in  th e ir  dispute 
w ith  the Isbrandtsen sh ipp ing 
company. O nly a few  weeks be­
fo re  the conference Lundeberg’s 
paper hailed Beck’s ra id  on the 
W est Coast CIO warehousemen as 
an “ im p o rta n t step in m aking the 
en tire  w a te r fro n t A F L . . .”

F o r Lundeberg the issue o f the 
h ir in g  ha ll has become on ly  a 
p o in t o f a ttack  aga inst the other 
unions and aga inst m il ita n t  sea­
men. H is paper reported on M arch 
24 th a t Lundeberg had scheduled 
m eetings w ith  Senator T a f t  “ in  
an a tte m p t to  w o rk  ou t sa tis fac­
to ry  p ro tection  fo r  the union 
fro m  the irresponsib le elements 
end exponents o f un - Am erican 
ideologies.”

So g re a t was C u rran ’s anxie ty  
to p ro tect h im se lf aga inst rank- 
and-file  opponents in the N M U  
th a t he accepted w ith o u t a 
w h im per Lundeberg ’s h u m ilia t­
ing term s, w ith  no concrete p ro ­
mise o f aid i f  the N M U  h ir in g  
ha ll is attacked.

Today C urran whines tha t “ the 
seagoing unions are g e ttin g  an 
a w fu l k ick ing  around ( fro m  the 
governm ent and shipowners) fo r 
(he ir e ffo r ts  to establish d is­
c ip line  and s ta b ility  in  the m a ri­
tim e  in du s try .”  W hat w i l l  be say 
tom orrow  when H a ll and Lunde­
berg add th e ir  k icks to  those o f 
the shipowners and governm ent?


