
Yugoslav Chiefs 
Deepen Exposure 
of Stalin Crimes

The Soviet Union is now in the throes of an internal 
crisis, stated Milovan Djilas, member of the Yugoslav Com­
munist Party Politburo, in one of the sharpest and clearest
exposures o f S ta lin ism  since the® '
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break w ith  the Com inform  in 
1948.

D jila s  declared in his pre­
election speech on M arch 18 be­
fore 2.1,000 students in Belgrade 
th a t the cris is  was caused by a 
perversion o f socialism  by the 
p riv ileged  Soviet bureaucracy. He 
traced the cause o f th is  develop­
ment to the backwardness o f 
Russia which had perm itted th is  
bureaucracy to seize the power.

C ITE S  8 CAU SES
Accord ing to the N . Y. Tim es 

dispatch, D jila s  stated th a t a 
“ cris is  o f socia lism ”  in the Soviet 
Union resulted fro m  the “ con­
trad ic tions  between the develop­
ment o f the means o f production 
and the social fa b r ic ”  o f tha t 
country . The fo llo w in g  condi­
tions, he stated, indicate w ha t is 
occu rring :

1. The no n -M a rx is t trea tm en t 
o f the ro le  o f the leader (p re ­
sum ably S ta lin ) which o ften took 
the fo rm  o f v u lg a r id o la try  s im i­
la r  to  th a t in  absolute monarchies. 
2. D ifferences in salaries th a t 
were g re a te r than in  bourgeois 
democracies, v a ry in g  from  400 to

Michigan SWP 
Off io Good Start 
In Petition Drive

D E T R O IT , M arch 15— M ichigan 
branches o f the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P a rty  repo rt th a t in  three 
counties they have already col­
lected 3,328 s ignatures to  p e ti­
tions to place the SWP on the 
sta te ba llo t in  the 1950 elections.

A  m in im um  o f 10,500 signatures 
is needed from  a t least ten 
counties, bu t the SW P is ou t to 
collect 15,000 in o rder to  be on 
the safe side.

Canvassers re p o rt th a t they are 
g e ttin g  a t least as good a reac­
tion  from  the people they ap­
proach as in  1948, and in  many 
cases a be tte r one. H o s tility  is 
ra re ly  met by the canvassers, and 
few  people are repelled by the 
idea o f he lp ing a socia list p a rty  
to  ge t on the ba llo t.

S ignatures are be ing obtained 
in f ro n t o f union and po litica l 
m eetings and by go ing house to 
house, covering housing pro jects, 
etc. The encouraging resu lts  so 
fa r  have convinced SWP members 
th a t they w i l l  be able to  fu l f i l l  
the quotas they set fo r  them ­
selves.

The SWP candidates have not 
yet been selected. The pe tition  
is required in o rder to  p u t the 
p a r ty  on the ba llo t, and the candi­
dates w il l  be nom inated la te r a t 
a s tate convention.

15,000 rubles. 3. Ideologica l ag­
grand izem ent o f Russian na tiona l­
ism and underestim ation o f the 
cu ltu res and h istories o f other 
nations. 4. The po licy o f d iv id ing  
the w o rld  in to  spheres o f in ­
fluence w ith  ca p ita lis t states.
5. The use o f lies and slanders in 
t ile  w orkers ’ movement, ig n o rin g  
the teachings o f M arx  and Engels.
6. U nderestim ation  o f the ro le  of 
the people in the fig h t to  establish 
a new society. 7. Tendencies to 
liqu ida te  soc ia lis t democracy. 8 
Suppressiop o f in it ia t iv e  and 
rev is ion ism  o f the philosophic 
basis o f M arxism .

B U R E A U C R A C Y ’S M ETHO DS

The Russian bureaucracy, D jilas 
continued, is using tw o p rinc ipa l 
methods fo r the solution o f its  
in te rna l d iff ic u lt ie s : F irs t, by 
tra n s fo rm in g  the basis o f s tru g ­
gle against the U n ited  States from  
one a im ing at the destruction o f 
cap ita lism  to  th a t o f d iv is ion  o f 
the w orld  in to  socia list and cap i­
ta lis t spheres o f in fluence ; and 
second by a ttem p ting  “ to suppress 
the cris is  tem po ra rily  w ith  suc­
cesses abroad by e xp lo iting  and 
subord ina ting  o ther socia list coun­
tries .”

“ Th is c ris is ,”  the speaker p o in t­
ed out, “ did not begin w ith  the 
Com inform  Resolution [issued 
against the Y ugoslav CP in  1948] 
nor w ill i t  end because someone 
gives a theore tica l exp lanation o f 
its  character and causes. . . I t  
demonstrates th a t the bureau­
c ra tic  elements in  the Soviet 
U n ion th a t have w e ll established 
th e ir  p riv ileges are a ttem p ting  
to find a so lu tion fo r  an in te rna l 
cris is  in the outside w o rld ”  (by 
the policies c ited above).

D jila s ’ analysis represents the 
most m arked advance in  the un ­
derstand ing and exposure o f the 
degeneration o f S ta lin ism  taken 
by the Yugoslav leaders since the 
break w ith  the K rem lin . A t tha t 
tim e they vehem ently denied Mos­
cow accusations th a t charges of 
“ bureaucratic degeneration”  in 
the  Soviet U n ion were being 
spread in  o ff ic ia l Yugoslav c ir ­
cles. In  the in te rven ing  period, 
the Yugoslav w rite rs  and speak­
ers s im p ly  condemned S ta lin ’s 
po lic ies, p a rtic u la r ly  tow ard  the ir 
country , as “ non-socia list”  and 
sometimes as “ counter - revo lu ­
tionary,'"  w ith o u t seeking fo r  
th e ir  basic causes o r pene tra ting  
in to  the in te rna l conditions in  the 
Soviet Union.

B u t the development o f th e ir  
con flic t w ith  the K rem lin  is lead­
ing  them closer to a correct M a rx ­
is t understand ing o f the reac­
tion a ry  pa tte rn  o f S ta lin ism . One 
o f the clearest signs o f th a t p a t­
tern is the gap between the wages 

(Continued on page 4)

GOVT, PLANS TO INDICT 
12,000 UNDER SMITH ACT

The Department of Justice is preparing to prosecute 
another 12,000 people under the Smith Act and will begin 
the prosecutions without delay if  the Supreme Court
upholds th a t law  when i t  hears® --------------------------1----------------------------
the appeal o f the 11 C om m unist
P a rty  leaders convicted las t year. 
T h is  in fo rm a tio n  was given to a 
House A pp ro p ria tio n s  subcom­
m ittee , a t an executive session 
on the Justice D epartm ent budg­
et, by Raymond P. W hea rty , ac t­
in g  A ss is ta n t A tto rn e y  General in  
charge o f the C rim in a l D iv is ion  
and was f i r s t  made public by the 
N . Y . Post on M arch 17.

W hea rty  to ld  the com m ittee 
there were 21,105 cases pending 
in  the In te rn a l S ecu rity  Section 
o f the Justice D epartm ent a t the 
end o f la s t year. He said the 
CP would be “ in e ffec t outlaw ed”  
i f  the Supreme C ourt upholds the 
Sm ith  A ct.

E X T E N S IV E  PRO G RAM

“ There is a program  o f exten­
sive su its  to prosecute members 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  who can 
be shown to  be sym pathetic and 
apprecia tive  o f its  views. We 
prosecute them as ind iv idua ls  un­
der the Sm ith  A c t,”  he said.

In  response to a question, he 
declared th a t “ rou gh ly  12,000”  o f 
these 21,105 cases depend on the 
Supreme C ourt decision.

W hea rty  expressed the op in ion 
on beha lf o f the D epartm ent o f 
Justice  th a t the prosecution o f 
th is  num ber o f in d iv idu a l CP 
members d u rin g  the fisca l year 
beg inn ing  J u ly  1 m ust be looked 
fo rw a rd  to “ as possible, and in ­
deed very probable.”

R E L U C T A N T  STOOLP1GEONS

Speaking about the other cases, 
he called them “ pe rfe c tly  good 
t r ia l  cases, b u t can’t  be proven 
fo r  the reason th a t the sole w it-

Acheson’s “Total Diplomacy” 
Offers No Hope for Peace

nesses to the ca$es are confiden­
t ia l in fo rm an ts  and cannot be 
used as witnesses and these cases 
have to be cancelled ou t.”  M any 
oi the F B I ’s pa id in fo rm ers  and 
stoolpigeons, who are known by 
the t it le  o f “ con fiden tia l in fo rm ­
an ts,”  ev idently  are re luc tan t to 
reveal th e ir  id e n tity  in  court, or 
fe a r th a t they w ill no t be able to 
substantia te  th e ir  charges.

However, W hearty  continued, 
the Justice D epartm ent keeps up 
pressure to get them to change 
th e ir  m inds: “ We communicate 
w ith  the Bureau [F B I ]  many 
lim es, even asking the Bureau to 
re in te rv ie w  them, w ith  an idea to 
de te rm in ing  whether they are not 
w illin g .”

M cG R A TH ’S L IE S
W hea rty ’s s tatem ent tha t a 

va lida tion  o f the Sm ith  A c t would 
in  e ffec t ou tlaw  the CP recalls 
the speech made by his boss, A t ­
to rney General J. H ow ard Mc­
G rath, on Oct. 20, ju s t six days 
a fte r  the end o f the Foley Square 
tr ia l.  A tte m p tin g  to a lla y  w ide­
spread apprehensions about the 
conviction and the use o f the 
S m ith  A c t, M cG rath, a top F a ir 
Deal po litic ian , spec ifica lly  stated 
th a t the conviction o f the 11 did 
no t mean the ou tlaw ing  o f the 
CP and th a t his departm ent had 
no plans fo r  s im ila r prosecutions 
at th a t tim e.

W hea rty ’s testim ony about the 
Departm ent o f Justice ’s rea l 
views and plans, which fo rtu n a te ­
ly  have leaked out to  the public, 
proves th a t M cG rath is not only 
a cheap l ia r  bu t a w itch -hu n te r 
in no way in fe r io r  to  his prede­
cessor, Tom C la rk .

“ LOYALTY” 
PURGE OK, 
COURT SAYS

In a sharp ly-w orded dissent 
from  the 2-1 m a jo rity  op in ion o f 
the U. S. C ourt o f Appeals, Fed­
eral Judge H enry  W . Edgerton 
declared the “ lo y a lty ”  f ir in g  o f 
a governm ent employee, Miss 
D orothy Bailey, “ abridges not 
on ly  freedom o f speech but free ­
dom o f though t.”

Judges E. B a rre tt P re ttym an 
and James P rocto r held th a t “ the 
President m ay remove from  gov­
ernm ent service any person o f 
whose lo y a lty  he is not com plete ly 
convinced w ith o u t assign ing any 
reason and w ith o u t g iv in g  the 
employee any exp lanato ry notice.”

By the same 2-1 vote, the court 
ruled, in an appeal b rought by 
the In te rn a tion a l W orkers  Order, 
I hat the A tto rne y  General’s l is t ­
ing o f “ subversive”  organ izations 
is not subject to ju d ic ia l review . 
The “ lo y a lty ”  purge is based on 
th is a rb itra ry  po litica l b lack lis t.

M iss B a iley  had petitioned fo r  
re instatem ent' to her job w ith  the 
Federal S ecu rity  Agency fro m  
which she was dismissed in Feb. 
1949 on secret and anonymous 
charges th a t she was o r had been 
a m em ber o f the  Com m unist 
P a rty , had attended p a rty  m eet­
ings and had associated w ith  
“ know n”  p a rty  members. She 
denied the charges.

W h ile  contending th a t the gov­
ernm ent has the r ig h t  to  fire  
anyone as d is loya l, w ith o u t t r ia l  
o r evidence thé A ppe lla te  judges 
ru led ille g a l a section o f the 
“ lo y a lty ”  board’s order which 
barred M iss B a iley  from  govern­
ment em ploym ent fo r  three years. 
This, they said, was punishm ent 
w ith o u t fa ir  t r ia l w ith in  the 
m eaning o f a 1943 Supreme Court 
decision.

SEES TH O U G H T-C O N TR O L 
Judge Edgerton, however, stated 

in his dissent th a t “ dism issals fo r  
d isloya l views are pu n itive ; th a t 
is w hat the Supreme C ourt 
square ly held in the Lo ve tt case.”  
A “ d is lo y a lty ”  find ing  in the 
public mind “ is closely ak in  to 
treason”  and “ ostracism  in ev ita b ly  
fo llow s”  such a dism issal.

He fu r th e r  said, “ The appellant 
was dismissed fo r th in k in g  
prohib ited thoughts. A  C onstitu ­
tion  tha t fo rb ids speech contro l 
does not pe rm it tho ugh t con­
tro l.”  He added: “ W ithou t a t r ia l 
by ju ry , w ith o u t evidence and 
w ithou t even being allowed to 
con front her accusers o r to know 
th e ir id e n tity , a citizen o f the 
United States has been found 
d is loya l to the Government o f 
the United States.”

The outstanding “ lo y a lty ”  purge 
case, th a t o f James K utcher, the 
legless veteran, is now before a 
federal d is tr ic t court. H is case is 
unique because he adm its mem­
bership in  the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty , fo r  w h ich he was fired 
from  the V A .

Propaganda Move to Justify 
Continuation o f "

By Art Preis
Peace is the one thing we can be sure will not be 

achieved by Secretary of State Acheson’s 7-point “peace” 
program, proclaimed in his March 16 speech at the Uni­
ve rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia . Peace w as® -  
not his object. H is purpose was

ISew Y o rk  —  G e n e ra l M o to rs  re p o r ts  g rea tes t p r o f i ts  in  I I .  S. h is to ry  
-  $ 6 5 6 ,4 3 4 ,2 3 2  in  1 9 4 9 .

San J o a q u in  V a lle y , C a lif .  —  Tens o f  thousan ds  o f  jo b le ss  fa rm  w o rk ­
ers fa c in g  s ta rv a tio n  l in e  u p  f o r  r e l ie f .

MINE UNION HITS CIO, AFL CHIEFS 
FOR REJECTING UNITED DEFENSE

back the prolonged C hrys ler 
s trike .

“ The f i r s t  re jec tion  s lip ”  from  
the CIO leaders, says the Journa l, 
came fro m  W a lte r P. Reuther, 
CIO U n ited  A u to  W orkers pres i­
dent. R euther’s le tte r  to the U M W  
“ contained some fancy phrases 
about ‘m axim um  s o lid a rity  and 
w o rk in g  u n ity  in  labo r ranks ’ ,”  
bu t when i t  came to a practica l 
measure to cement th a t w o rk ing  
u n ity , “ he said no.”

The curren t United M ine W o rk ­
ers Journa l hurls  caustic c ritic ism  
a t the top CIO  and A F L  leaders 
fo r th e ir  b ru sh -o ff o f the U M W ’s 
proposals fo r  jo in t  defense in 
s trikes and fo r th e ir  “ weak- 
kneed”  and “ subservient”  p o li­
cies.

CIO and Steel W orkers  P resi­
dent P h ilip  M u rra y ’s re jection o f 
John L. Lew is ’ o ffe r  o f a “ m utua l 
a id ”  pact is likened to  the a t t i ­
tude o f the A F L  c ra ft  moguls 
las t October in  re fu s in g  aid to the 
s tr ik in g  steel workers. The A F L  
chiefs dismissed the U M W ’s plea 
th a t the nine la rgest A F L  unions 
and the U M W  jo in t ly  finance a 
$2,500,000 steel s tr ik e  fund.

The Journa l is p a rtic u la r ly  
scath ing in  its  comments on CIO 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers President 
W a lte r R euther who p r io r  to  the 
U M W ’s “ m utua l a id ”  proposal 
had turned down an o ffe r  o f a $1- 
m illio n  loan from  the m iners to

'1 H E  M IN E R S ’ A C H IE V E M E N T  
In  its  lead ed ito ria l, the Jo u r­

na l assails the top union, leaders 
who re ly  on th e ir  po litica l ties 
instead o f on the f ig h t in g  qu a li­
ties o f th e ir  union members. I t  
po in ts w ith  ju s tifie d  pride a t the 
m iners ’ recent v ic to ry  as “ an 
achievement which is the envy o f 
the en tire  A m erican labo r move­
m ent.”  The m ilita n c y  which g a in ­
ed th is  v ic to ry , says the Journa l,

“ should awaken a sense o f re ­
spons ib ility  in  weak-kneed labor 
leaders who are linked w ith  and 
subservient to po litica l parties, 
and an apprecia tion o f the m an­
hood and s tay ing  qua lities. . . o f 
A m erican men and women who 
comprise the rank and f i le  o f 
Am erican trade  unions.

“ In  fac t, i t  is  our considered 
op in ion th a t the preponderance o f 
tho ugh t among labor union mem- 

I bers is ra p id ly  developing a c lear- 
I cut d is like  and d is tru s t o f the

to bu ild  a f irm e r propaganda basis 
to ju s t ify ,  before a w orld  fe a rfu l 
o f T rum an ’s H-Bom b th rea t, the 
continuation o f U . S. im p e ria l­
ism ’s “ cold w a r”  and w ar prepara­
tions.

F o r th is  purpose, he la id  down 
seven conditions which he said 
the Soviet U n ion m ust accept and 
ca rry - ou t before there could be 
the p o ss ib ility  o f “ the estab lish­
ment o f peace”  even “ in its  n a r­
rowest, m ost lim ite d  sense”  — 
th a t is, a mere truce in the present 
.“ cold w a r.”

Each and a ll o f these term s 
are, on the face o f it ,  inacceptable 
to the K re m lin . I f  peace depended 
on S ta lin ’s acceptance o f them, 
the w orld  would h u rtle  w ith o u t 
pause in to  the abyss o f H-Bom b 
ann ih ila tion . Acheson knows he 
has laid down im possible condi­
tions fo r  S ta lin .

B ut his aim  —  the aim o f the 
Trum an a d m in is tra tion  —  is not 
to end the “ cold w a r.”  I t  is to p u t 
upon the Soviet U n ion  the fu l l  
resp on s ib ility  fo r  m aking  a ll con­
cessions th a t m ig h t avert- w a r 
and the blame fo r  the inev itab le  
fa ilu re  to achieve peace.

W H A T  H E  D E M A N D E D
We need examine on ly the cen- 

t ia l  po in t o f Acheson’s demands 
to see th a t w h a t U.S. im peria lism  
is now asking as the price fo r  
h a ltin g  its “ cold w a r”  is a fo rm  
o f unconditiona l surrender. He 
calls on the K re m lin  to  w ith d ra w  
its  forces back to the USSR’s 
o rig in a l boundaries, to abandon 
its  positions in Eastern Europe 
G erm any, A u s tria  and N orth  
Korea.

Is i t  l ik e ly  th a t S ta lin  w ill 
agree to th is  one-way proposition 
while? Am erican m il ita ry  bases 
encircle the Soviet Union from  
Germany, th rough  Greece, T urkey 
and Ira n , a ll the way to Japan? 
W ill S ta lin  agree to abandon his 
b u ffe r defenses and tu rn  them 
ovér to regimes hostile  to  the 
ve ry  existence o f the Soviet Union 
and ready pawns o f Am erican 
cap ita lism  w ith  its  overwhelm ing 
financia l and m il ita ry  power?

No more lik e ly  than tha t A m e r­
ican im peria lism  w ill v o lu n ta r ily  
accept a K re m lin  demand th a t it 
w ithd raw  its  troops from  Ger­
many and Japan, its  m ilita ry  
missions from  Greece, T u rkey  and 
Ira n , tha t i t  liqu ida te  the iron 
perim eter i t  is  fo rg in g  around the 
Soviet Union w ith  its  N o rth  
A tla n tic  m ilita ry  pact and fo re ign  
arm s aid.

abundant gestures o f expressed i 
in te rna tiona l goodw ill o f th e ir  
leaders, who, a t the same tim e,
indu lge in  a se lf-g lo rifie d  siesta 
on the domestic f ro n t . ”

Th is re fers to  the readiness o f 
the CIO  and A F L  leaders to unite 
in the In te rn a tio n a l Confederation 
o f Free Trade Llnions to push 
th e ir  pro jects abroad as against, 
th e ir  re jection  o f united action to 
defend Am erican labor.

A ll the o ther po in ts ra ised by 
Acheson, couched though they be 
in  m ora l cant and expressions of 
peaceful in ten t, are designed to 
s tr ip  the USSR and leave i t  an 
easier p rey fo r  fu tu re  a ttack  by 
the ca p ita lis t powers.

In  th is  lig h t, Acheson’s 7-point 
program  appears as the crudest

Anti-Reuther Slate Sweeps Chevy Local
By Emmett Moore

F L IN T , M arch 19 —  The an ti- 
ltc u th e r slate in Chevrolet U A W  
Local 659 headed by President 
Coburn W alker, won a smashing 
v ic to ry  in the local union elec­
tions. A record vote o f 5,800 gave 
the W alker slate a complete v ic ­
to ry  fo r  executive board posts 
and ousted the Reutherite  shop 
com m ittee. There w ill be a ru n o ff  
fo r  financia l secretary and trustee 
between an ti-R euther candidates 
and those on W a lke r’s slate. The 
Reutherites were com plete ly shu t­
out.

T h is  impressive v ic to ry  came 
on the heels o f a fu rio us  red­
ba itin g  cam paign in w h ich  W alke r 
and his group were accused of 
T ro tsky ism  and Communism. The 
R eutherites im plied in  th e ir  cam­
pa ign lite ra tu re  th a t W a lke r’s

election would resu lt in  an a ttem p t 
to take the local in to  the UE. 
They denounced the -W alker slate 
fo r  its  opposition to  Reuther.

settlem ent th a t was obtained in 
F ord ’s. Its  inadequacies are ap­
parent to a ll even i f  the average 
num ber is not a pension expert. 
We are determ ined to obtain aW a lke r’s v ic to ry  can be a t­

tribu te d  to h is opposition to  the 
Ford pension se ttlem ent and h 's  
defense o f the coal m iners’ s trike . 
These tw o issues m obilized the 
support o f the m ost m il ita n t  
members in the Chevrolet local.

W A L K  E R ’S E X P L A N A T IO N
The Chevro let election was 

sharp ly  contested because i t  was 
the f irs t  local to go to the polls 
in F lin t.  A ll o ther locals were 
looking to Chevrolet to see i f  a 
trend would be established there.

In  a v ic to ry  statem ent W alke r 
said, “ The vote signifies tha t 
Chevrolet w orkers are de fin ite ly  
no t satisfied w ith  the pension

pension tha t w i l l  pe rm it workers 
to re tire  at the age o f 55 and at 
20 years’ service. Chevrolet w o rk ­
ers believe tha t a ll workers should 
have an equ ity  in the pension fund 
which w ill give them severance 
pay in the event they wish to 
qu it the ir jobs at any tim e.

“ O ur members are d isturbed 
by the s tra teg y  o f Reuther in 
the Ford and C hrys ler strikes. 
H is policies seem to  establish 
roadblocks to rea l w o rke rs ’ secu- 
l i t y .  The tim e  is overripe fo r  a 
more m il ita n t and aggressive 
po licy th a t w i l l  break th rough  the 
corpora tions’ policies o f d ragg ing  
out s trikes endlessly. John L.

Lew is has pointed the way to ­
wards a re b irth  o f labo r so lid a rity  
in f ig h tin g  the corpora tions th a t 
are gang ing  up oil in du s tria l 
unions. We support Lew is ’ stand.

T R E A  S U R E  I)E M  OC R A CY 
“ Chevrolet workers have served 

notice on the top U A W  officers 
to desist in th e ir  in fam ous prac­
tices o f in te r fe r in g  in local union 
elections. We treasure the rig h t 
to c ritic ize  and w ill figh t to the 
end to re ta in  fu ll democracy fo r 
our members. The elections are 
a conclusive v ic to ry  fo r  local 
union autonom y.”

W a lke r concluded, “ We pledge 
to continue the fig h t fo r  a more 
m ilita n t and dem ocratic U A W . 
Once again the Chevrolet w o rk ­
ers are leading the w ay fo r  the 
whole auto un ion.”  The Chevrolet

v ic to ry  w ill prove hearten ing to 
a ll m ilita n ts  in the union. I t  
m arks the beg inn ing o f a trend 
against the R euther adm in is tra  
lio n  in F lin t.

In  the membership m eeting fob 
low ing  the election, the Chevrolet 
w orkers voted to accept the 31 
cents an hour wage package and 
to send the non-cconomic demand? 
back to  the GM N a tiona l Con­
ference fo r  complete revision 
The s tr ik e  po licy o f Reuther wa: 
denounced fro m  the f lo o r  by the 
m ilita n ts  and the demand wa: 
raised fo r  a N a tiona l U A W  A u to  
Conference to deal specifically 
w ith  s tr ik e  po licy.

T h is re flec ts  the uneasiness 
th a t  exists in  the ranks towards 
the com ing contract nego tia tions 
and lack o f confidence in  Reuther 
and his s tr ik e  s tra tegy.

D E A N  A C H E S O N

type  o f power d ip lom acy. B u t i t  
is no t fo r  S ta lin  th a t he made 
his speech. He aim s a t a d iffe re n t 
audience —  an audience f irs t  o f 
a ll in  the U n ited  States.

D O M E S TIC  A IM S
T his  is  the answer In  those in  

th is  cou n try  who c la im  —  cor­
rec tly  —  th a t the T rum an ad­
m in is tra tio n  has no a lte rn a tive  to  
(he H -Bom b. Le t the K re m lin  now 
accept these specific seven term s, 
the W h ite  House has replied 
th rough Acheson, and there w ill 
be reasonable hope fo r  peace.

I t  is an answer to  the g ro w in g  
(Continued on page 2)

U.S. Military 
Display Protested 
By Indo-Chinese

W hile  Secretary o f S tate Ache­
son called on K re m lin  leaders to 
“ w ith d ra w  th e ir  m il ita ry  and po­
lice force and re fra in  from  using 
the shadow o f th a t force to  keep 
in  power persons or regim es 
which do no t command the c o n fi­
dence o f the respective peoples,”  
A m erican w ar ships and planes 
were g iv in g  a “ show o f fo rce”  a t 
the Indo-Chinese p o rt o f Saigon 
in support o f the F rench -appo in t­
ed puppet reg im e o f Bao Dai.

The presence o f U . S. m il ita ry  
forces, sent to Saigon a t the in ­
s tructions o f Acheson’s S tate De­
pa rtm en t, set o f f  a tw o-day dem­
on s tra tion  o f thousands o f V ie t- 
Namese w orkers and students on 
M arch 19 and 20. F rench troops 
were f in a lly  used to subdue the 
m il ita n t  dem onstrators, who s u f­
fered th ree  dead and an estim ated 
80 in ju red .

A ltho ug h  Acheson p iously  
claimed on Mai'ch 16 th a t “ we do 
no t in tend nor w ish, in fa c t we 
do no t know  how, to create sate l­
lite s ,”  th a t same day an Associa­
ted Press dispatch fro m  Saigon 
reported: “ The U n ited  States dis­
played m il ita ry  s treng th  and 
d ra fte d  a p rogram  o f economic 
aid today fo r  the em battled 
French-sponsored state o f V ie t 
N am .”

P LA N E S , S H IPS, M O N E Y
I t  describes how “ the U n ited 

States a irc ra f t  c a rr ie r Boxer sent 
out fo r ty - tw o  planes on a f l ig h t  
over cen tra l V ie t Nam (A nnam ) 
and the port, o f Tourane”  w h ile  
“ the destroyers S tickw e ll and A n ­
derson, w ith  a French escort, 
moved up to  Saigon”  to  in tim id a te  
the V ie t Namese.

A f te r  the  U. S. “ show o f fo rce ,”  
tw o o f the w arsh ips, the S tick- 
w e ll and Anderson, were reported 
w ith d ra w n . M eanw hile, m ore than 
100,000 French troops, armed by 
the U . S., are con tinu ing  the w a r 
begun in  1946 aga inst the pop­
u la r H o-Chi M inh regim e, which 
s t i l l  contro ls m ost o f the country. 
The U . S.-recognized Bao D a i pup­
pet reg im e was recen tly  set up in  
Saigon by the French im p e ria lis t 
governm ent, whose troops rem ain 
in  f u l l  force.
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Struggle for the 
Workers* United Front

By Ernest Germain

S ta rv a t io n  V ic tim

The s trugg le  fo r  the united 
fro n t is today the key task fo r  
e ll T ro ts k y is t organ izations in 
Europe. I t  is the p rinc ipa l slogan 
o f the French and Ita lia n  T ro t­
sky is ts , in  th e ir  e ffo r ts  to rebuild 
the u n ity  o f the pro le ta rian  fro n t 
in the face o f the po litica l and 
economic o ffensive  o f B ig  B usi­
ness. The same aim is served by 
the e ffo r ts  o f the B r it is h  T ro t­
sky is ts  to spur the ideological 
m a tu ring  o f the vanguard o f the 
B rit is h  p ro le ta ria t, w ith o u t s p lit ­
t in g  the united fro n t around the 
Labor P a rty .

The s trugg le  o f the Dutch 
T ro tsky is ts  fo r  trade union u n ity ; 
th a t o f the A u s tria n  T ro tsky is ts  
fo r  the defense o f the w o rkers ’ 
liv in g  standards; th a t o f the 
Greek T ro ts k y is ts  fo r  the reorgan 
iza tion  and reg roupm en t o f class 
forces dissipated in  the wake of 
the defeat and havoc o f the c iv il 
w a r; the pa rtic ip a tio n  o f the 
Belg ian T ro tsky is ts  in  the s tru g ­
gle  aga inst the re tu rn  o f Leopold 
I I I  and against unem ploym ent; 
the propaganda o f the German 
T ro tsky is ts  aga inst the resurgent 
menace o f neo-fascism —  a ll these 
specific objectives corresponding 
to  the pecu lia r circumstances 
p re va ilin g  in each given country 
o f Europe become meshed and 
in te rpenetra ted w ith  propaganda 
w o rk  and organ iza tiona l e ffo r ts  to 
prom ote the w o rkers ’ un ited  fro n t.

T R U M P  CARD
The e x is ting  s p lit  in  the p ro le ­

ta rian  f ro n t  is today the European 
bourgeoisie’s ch ie f tru m p  card. 
T h is  s p lit  is especially serious in 
the  trade union fie ld. W ith  the ex­
ceptions o f G reat B r ita in  and 
G erm any, the trade union move­
m ent today is s p lit  fro m  top to 
bottom  in the p rin c ip a l W estern 
European countries. In  France, 
side by side w ith  the S ta lin is t- 
led CGT there  operate a re fo rm ­
is t, an anarch is t, a Catholic and 
a new de G au llis t “ fed e ra tio n ”  
and o ther autonomous unions 
w h ich  are beg inn ing to  federate 
among themselves.

T H E  CAU SES
In  I ta ly  there ex is t Catholic, 

re fo rm is t and autonomous con­
federa tions alongside the S ta l­
in is t- le d  C G IL. In  Ho lland, beside 
the  p ries t-ridden  confederations, 
the  re fo rm is ts  and S ta lin is ts  each 
lead a trade  un ion federa tion  
hostile  to  one another, and con­
fused “ le f t is t ”  elements are in 
process o f fo rm in g  an additiona l 
na tion -w ide body. In  Belg ium  the 
FG TB, fo u r  years ago the o r­
gan iza tion  o f the overw helm ing 
m a jo r ity  o f the p ro le ta r ia t, is 
today bled w h ite , sabotaged by 
the S ta lin is ts , led in to  the swamp 
o f perm anent class co llabora tion 
by  its  re fo rm is t leadership and ■ 
con tinu a lly  losing, even on th is  
basis, its  membership to  the 
C atholic unions.

The s p lit o f the u n ity  o f the 
pro le ta rian  fro n t was the ob­
jec tive  resu lt o f the policies o f 
re fo rm is ts  and S ta lin is ts  who 
have more or less d ire c tly  o r ­
ganized most o f the sp lits  which 
have led to  the present sta te  o f 
a ffa irs . I t  is  equally, however, 
the resu lt o f subjective factors. 
Deceived by a leadership which 
has proved incapable o f u t il iz in g  
to the advantage o f its  class the 
especially favorab le  conjuncture

o f (be firs t post-w ar years, the 
w o rk ing  class today shows a la rm ­
in g  signs o f skepticism  and 
passiv ity .

Union m eetings a ttra c t an in- 
s igp ifican t fra c tio n  o f the o r­
ganized workers. Movements 
in it ia te d  fo r  “ po litica l purposes”  
and viewed as maneuvers by one 
r.f the w o rk ing  class pa rties  are 
looked upon by the w orkers w ith  
the g reatest suspicion, i f  not 
s im p ly  ignored. Th is makes the 
adven tu ris tic  po licy o f the S ta l­
in ists, who t r y  “ m ob iliz in g ”  w o rk ­
ers in a m ore than suspicious 
“ s tru g g le ”  against arm s de­
liveries, a ll the more c rim ina l and 
a ll the more pernicious since i t  
tends to  widen the breach which 
separates the com m unist fro m  the 
non-com m unist w orkers, the van­
guard from  the bu lk  o f the class.

L IT T L E  C O N F ID E N C E
The moods o f skeptic ism  and 

passiv ity , which appear as i t  were 
or. the surface o f w orkers ’ li fe  in 
W estern Europe, are no t ye t the 
fundam ental fea tu res o f the 
o rien ta tion  o f the w orkers. T ha t 
is w hy the s trugg le  o f the T ro t ­
skyis ts  fo r  the un ited f ro n t  is not 
on ly necessary bu t is s t i l l  capable 
c f  b r in g in g  real success. I f  i t  
proves a l i t t le  m ore d if f ic u lt  to 
draw  the w orkers  again in to  the 
jt ru g g le  a fte r  each lost ba ttle , i t  
is nevertheless possible to  b r in g  
about a un ited  fro n t  as soon as 
they fee l th a t the movement to 
which they are summoned re a lly  
corresponds to  th e ir  own in ­
terests. T h a t is w h y  jo in t action 
by the leaderships o f the  various 
trade  union federations usually 
suffices to  b r in g  about a mass 
p a rtic ip a tio n  in s tr ike  actions, 
such as the general s tr ik e  o f 
Novem ber 1949 in France and the 
s trikes  in the P aris ian  area o f 
F ebruary  1950.

B ut w h ile  the w orkers pa r­
tic ip a te  en masse in movements 
led jo in t ly  by the ex is ting  trade 
union organ izations, they fo llow  
these movements w ith ou t en­
thusiasm, w ith o u t fe rvo r, almost 
w ithou t hope. The fac t is tha t 
they no longer have confidence 
in the respective trade  union 
leaderships and in advance place 
no confidence in  pure ly  mechanical 
com binations o f these crews o f 
bankrupt leaders.

W herever a new leadership 
rises from  the depths o f the w o rk ­
in g  class, selected on the basis o f 
the experience gained in  the 
course o f the preceding s tru g ­
gles, the w orkers  p lunge in to  
combat w ith  forces redoubled. 
T h a t is w h y  the T ro tsky is ts  
combine the s trugg le  fo r  a un ited 
f ro n t  w ith  th a t fo r  a new work? 
ers’ leadership by p u ttin g  fo r th

m unist P a rty  around the paper 
La Lu tte .

W ithou t jo in t  action by a ll the 
organ izations, resistance to  tin  
ca p ita lis t o ffensive  is today im ­
possible. T h a t is w hy  the T ro t­
sky is ts  are conducting an un­
conditiona l s trugg le  fo r  the united 
fro n t. They demand th a t the 
present leadership o f these o r­
ganizations un ite  in the s trugg le  
fo r  bread and the defense of 
dem ocratic libe rtie s . But w ithou t 
tlic  rise o f a new leadership, 
u n ity , even i f  reconstitu ted tem ­
p o ra rily , can be ne ithe r las ting  
nor f r u it fu l  —  th a t is, i t  w i l l  not 
lead to  w o rkers ’ victories.

The T ro ts k y is t s trugg le  fo r  
united fro n t com m ittees is the 
s trugg le  fo r  a leadership, demo­
c ra tic a lly  elected by the workers 
themselves, to  conduct w o rkers ’ 
s trugg les; a s trugg le  fo r  a p ro ­
gram  o f im m ediate demands 
capable o f re a lly  ra l ly in g  the 
w orkers, a s trugg le  fo r  a broader 
o rien ta tion  o f w o rkers ’ strugg les, 
capable o f rendering  w orkers 
again confident in th e ir  own 
s treng th  and in  the socia lis t 
fu tu re  o f th e ir  class.

As against, fo r  instance, the 
S ta lin is t trade union demands 
which tended to increase the wage 
d iffe re n tia ls , the T r o t s k y i s t s  
raised in several European coun­
tr ies  the u n ify in g  slogan o f equal 
wage raises fo r  a ll w o rke rs ! This 
slogan corresponded to such a 
degree to the true  needs o f the 
class and exerted such a pow erfu l 
elemental e ffec t th a t the CGT, 
under S ta lin is t leadership, found 
its e lf  obliged to take i t  over from  
the T ro tsky is ts  a f te r  having 
b it te r ly  fo u g h t i t  fo r  many 
months. The T ro ts k y is t move­
ment is convinced th a t, in  the 
course o f a determ ined defense 
o f the in te rests o f the whole 
class, i t  w i l l  succeed in  reg roup ­
in g  in the ranks o f the working- 
class the m ost conscious and m ost 
m il ita n t  elements and achieve one 
m ore stage tow ard  the bu ild ing  
o f revo lu tio n a ry  parties.

the slogan o f com m ittees o f the 
united fro n t.

U N C O N D IT IO N A L  S TRUG G LE 
This slogan meets today w ith  

an increasing response in the 
ranks o f the w orkers ’ vanguard. 
In several union bodies such as 
the ra ilw a y  workers, in  several 
la rge plants such as the Neuves- 
Maisons fac to ry  in  Lo rra ine , the 
Trench vanguard has taken some 
im portan t steps on the road to ­
ward rea liz ing  th is  slogan in  life . 
Ind ica tive  o f the response to th is  
slogan is the fa c t tha t i t  has been 
taken up by the opposition o r ­
ganized inside the French Com-

F irs t to  report the desperate p ligh t o f m ig ra n t w orkers at a 
camp near Phoenix, A riz ., was A lb e rt M cW horter, being com forted 
by his w ife  and 4-year-o ld son as he lies in  bed. a s ta rva tio n  v ic ­
tim . Food and medicine have been rushed to the area to  aid su f­
ferers, inc lud ing  100 children.

NO HOPE FOR PEACE 
OFFERED BY ACHESON

N. Y. YOUTH FORUM
“ The C iv il W a r in  China.”  w il l 

be the subject o f a lecture by 
John G. W rig h t, s ta f f  w r ite r  fo r  
the M ilita n t, to be given a t the 
New Y o rk  SW P Y ou th  Group 
fo rum , on Thursday M arch 30th, 
a t Chelsea W orkers Center, 130 
W. 23rd St. a t 8:00 P.M.

The speech eva lua ting  the h is ­
to rica l events shaping the O rien t 
today, w ill g ive young w orkers 
and students a chance to  hear a 
M a rx is t analysis o f th is  v ita l 
subject.

Those in terested in the educa­
tiona l, social and po litica l a c tiv i­
ties o f the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  Youth section, should send 
th e ir  inqu iries  to 116 U n ive rs ity  
Place, New Y o rk  3, N. Y.

(Continued from  Page 1)
c lam or in  Congress its e lf  —  as 
expressed by in flu e n tia l Senators 
like  McMahon, Tyd ings and Con- 
r.a lly  —  fo r  a “ new approach”  to 
the question o f s e ttlin g  the con­
f l ic t  between Am erican im p e ria l­
ism and the Soviet U n ion, a l­
though none o f these advocates 
of the “ new approach”  has any­
th in g  d iffe re n t to  o ffe r  except 
vague genera lizations a b o u t  
“ d isarm am ent.”

And, a t the same tim e, i t  is  an 
answer to the Republican charges 
th a t the T rum an adm in is tra tion  
is not f ig h tin g  “ com m unism ” 
e ffec tive ly , th a t i t  is “ appeasing”  
S ta lin  in  China and elsewhere, 
th a t the State D epartm ent itse lf 
is  honey-combed w ith  agents of 
the K re m lin . Aeheson is showing 
the w o rld  who is re a lly  ta k in g  a 
“ firm  stand”  w ith  respect to  the 
Soviet Union.

A L L IE S  SO UG HT
Aeheson has coined the phrase 

“ to ta l d ip lom acy”  to  express the 
method whereby he would per

Bert Cochran Speaks at 
Flint, Buffalo Meetings

F L IN T , M arch 19 —  An atten-1 debacle o f 1929, nevertheless the ty , because only the SWP has the 
five  audience o f au to workers same economic laws and forces I program  which coincides w ith  the

we should recognize our basic 
u n ity  w ith  them on th is  p o in t.”

W hile  he demanded “ no m oral 
com prom ise”  w ith  the K rem lin  
and its  aims, he drew no “ m ora l”  
line when it came to the k ind  o f 
regim es the U. S. w i l l  support 
fo r  the purpose o f f ig h tin g  “ com­
m unism .”  In  c a rry in g  out his 
“ to ta l d ip lom acy,”  Aeheson said 
th a t W ashington would no t “ go 
fro m  one coun try  to  another w ith  
a piece o f litm u s  paper and see 
w hether eve ry th ing  is tru e  blue, 
w hether the po litica l, economic 
and social c lim ate is exactly, in  
a ll deta ils, the k ind  we would like  
to have e ithe r fo r  them or fo r  
us.”

In  short, “ the end ju s tifie s  the 
means,”  according to  th is  vender 
o f c a p ita lis t m o ra lity , and in  the 
s trugg le  to extend W a ll S tree t’s 
dom ination over the w orld , the 
ru le rs  in W ashington w i l l  accept 
as w o rth y  a llies and “ defenders 
o f democracy”  any reg im e how­
ever bestial —  yesterday the 

I bu tcher Chiang Kai-shek, today

heard B e rt Cochran, chairm an o f 
(he Trade Union Com m ittee o f 
the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty , 
speak ton igh t on “ The O utlook 
fo r Labor in 1950.”

Cochran flayed  the Reuther- 
M urray-G reen labor bureaucracy 
fo r  th e ir  S tate D epartm ent un­
ionism. He contrasted th e ir  t im id ­
ity  and conservatism  w ith  the m il­
itancy th a t led to the fo rm a tio n  
o f the CIO, an h is to ric  event in 
which the speaker was an active 
pa rtic ip an t.

Cochran pointed to the paradox 
o f so-called “ labor statesm en”  out 
se lling  the M arsha ll Plan and 
A m erican im peria lism  to the 
w orkers o f Europe w h ile  the 
w orkers  they are supposed to rep­
resent are being forced to bear the 
te rr ib le  burden o f these p reda to ry 
adventures.

A ltho ug h  the labo r fake rs  seem 
to be f irm ly  in  the saddle today, 
th e ir  in fluence w il l  be sho rt lived. 
Cochran pointed tq  the lessons o f 
h is to ry  w h ich dem onstrate th a t 
there can be no peaceful p rogres­
sive development under cap ita lism  
as the w e lfa re -s ta tis ts  and labor 
bureaucrats believe. W ith  the 
com ing o f the inev itab le  economic 
cris is  and the end o f till? tem po r­
a ry  s tab iliza tion , the w orkers w ill 
be forced to take m il ita n t  action 
to defend th e ir  basic r ig h ts  and 
th is  can on ly  mean the appear­
ance o f a pow erfu l socia list le f t  
w in g  ready and able to challenge 
the power and p riv ileges  o f the 
conservative labo r bureaucrats.

The m eeting was ended w ith  an 
in te res tin g  question and discus­
sion period and a ve ry  g ra tify in g  
collection.

are a t w o rk , and in sp ite  o f any 
a r t if ic ia l de lay ing o f th e ir  action, 
a more devasta ting  depression 
than any ever known is in the o f ­
fing .

Econom ically and p o lit ic a lly  the 
ru lin g  class o f th is  richest coun­
t r y  in the w orld  is ex is ting  on the 
edge o f the abyss; and its  op­
posite, the w o rk in g  class, is step 
by step approaching the day when 
a massive, m il ita n t  le f t  w in g  w ill 
sp ring  up w ith in  the Am erican 
union movement and challenge 
the bourgeoisie on equal term s.

And ju s t  as a ll le ftw a rd  move­
ments o f the w orkers have grown 
and taken d irec tion  under the 
guidance o f a rad ica l p o lit ic a l p a r­
ty , so th is  one, Cochran asserted, 
m ust in e v ita b ly  seek the leader­
ship o f the Socia list W orkers  P ar-

needs o f hum an ity  and the de­
mands o f h is to ry .

suade the K re m lin  to accede to 
his seven points. I t  is on th is  
“ to ta l d ip lom acy”  in e ffec t, tha t 
he would have the w orld  res t its  
hope fo r  escape fro m  H-Bom b 
ob lite ra tion .

The on ly exp lanation Aeheson 
has offe red o f the po licy o f “ to ta l 
d ip lom acy”  —  w hat an ominous 
r in g  i t  has o f “ to ta l w a r”  and 
" to ta lita r ia n is m ”  —  was made in 
a press statem ent on M arch 9. It 
means, he said, tha t the U. S. 
“ m ust be prepared to meet 
wherever possible a ll th rus ts  of 
the Soviet U n ion”  and to line up 
in th is  task a ll countries and gov­
ernm ents tha t are “ against Com­
m un ist aggression and i f  they are

the French im p e ria lis t m urderers 
o f the Indo-Chinese people, to ­
m orrow  fascist Franco.

Acheson’s “ to ta l d ip lom acy”  
means alliance w ith  cap ita lis t 
reaction everywhere, propp ing up 
the despoilers and oppressors of 
colonial peoples, H-Bom b produc­
tion .

A ga in s t th is  “ to ta l d ip lom acy”  
m ust be hurled the power o f the 
Am erican w orkers. C ap ita lism  has 
no way out. I t  m ust be elim inated 
before i t  e lim inates m ankind. The 
on ly  road to peace is the road to 
w orkers ’ power, the  estab lish­
m ent o f a W orkers and Farm ers 
Governm ent and the construction 
c f the socia list society.

B U F F A L O , M arch 17 —  Brav 
ing the tra d itio n a l S t. P a tr ic k ’s 
Day b lizzard  in B u ffa lo , workers 
from  the smoky Lackawanna 
Bethlehem Steel p lan t, the s trike - 
threatened lake shore Ford plant, 
and the b ig  W estinghouse and 
General M otors Companies p lod­
ded th rou gh  the snow to  hear a 
speech on “ The Perspectives fo r 
Am erican Labor”  by B e rt Coch­
ran, chairm an o f the Trade Union 
Com m ittee o f the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P a rty . And i t  proved w e ll 
w o rth  th e ir  while .

In  a r in g in g  a ff irm a tio n  o f the 
labor movem ent’s socia lis t fu tu re , 
Cochran proved conclusively th a t 
the present in a c t iv ity  and le th a r­
gy  o f the w o rk in g  class m ust in ­
ev ita b ly  be o f a tem porary  na­
ture.

He showed how a g row ing  bond 
between the new trade union 
bureaucracy and the governm ent 
is sapping the power o f the w o rk ­
in g  class m ovem ent and s treng th ­
ening the governm ent and the bu­
reaucracy. This, however, is  oc­
c u rr in g  on ly  w ith  the passive per­
mission o f the w orkers, and, w ith  
an upsurge o f labor m ilita n cy , the 
unholy a lliance w ill be swept 
aside, leav ing  w ide open the way 
fo r  a m ig h ty  le ftw a rd  movement.

W h ile  the Am erican cap ita lis t 
class has learned much fro m  the

Letters from Our Readers
Problems of 
The Unemployed
E d ito r:

Enclosed f in d  $1 donation fo r  
The M ilita n t.  F o rg ive  me fo r  
sending you th is  rid icu lou s ly  sm all 
sum, bu t every l i t t le  b it  helps, eh 
w ha t?  Besides, I  have no t worked 
fo r  a long tim e.

Enclosed is also a l is t  o f fa c ­
tories I  have contacted in search 
fo r  a job, and th is  is on ly a sm all 
section o f the Los Angeles in ­
du s tria l area, and on ly  a few  o f 
the hundreds o f p lan ts contacted 
by me in search fo r  a job.

The unions are useless to us 
unemployed once the dues pay­
ments stop. The U E  o f which I 
was a rtiember had made an e f­
fo r t  to set up some so rt o f unem­
ployed council w ith in  its  union 
s truc tu re , based upon the a rg u ­
m ent th a t i t  is  the task o f the 
unions to organize the unem ploy­
ed, bu t was unable o r u n w illin g  
to go beyond leg is la tive  com m it­
tee action.

Such com m ittees, w ith  th e ir  fu  
t i le  appeals to leg is la tures, are, 
to  be cha ritab le , a joke, and 
be tra y  an unashamed opportun­
ism by th e ir  m entors.

The self-same po licy  towards 
the unem ploym ent question was 
adopted by thp so-called P rogres­
sive P a rty  (W a llace ). T h a t was 
la s t yea r; since then there  is a 
steady g ro w th  o f unem ploym ent, 
ye t the las t f lic k e r  o f in te res t in 
the problem s o f the unemployed 
has died.

Oh, there is some re p o rtin g  be­
in g  done and comment in  the le f t  
w in g  press about it ,  bu t action —  
by which I  mean go ing out and 
o rgan iz ing  the unemployed in to  a 
f ig h t in g  force, which means m il i­
ta n t class s trugg les —  seems to 
have died ou t in  Am erica.

W hy  is th a t so, comrade ed ito r?
I  would appreciate i t  ve ry  much 
i f  The M il ita n t would p r in t  an 
a rtic le  c la r ify in g  the stand you r

I establish the planned and ra t io n ­
al order o f socialism . B u t the 
w orkers can take an im m ediate 
step fo rw a rd . . . The w orkers 
m ust take con tro l o f atom ic ener­
gy aw ay fro m  the W a ll S tree t 
warm ongers. Le t the w orkers de­
mand and set up th e ir  own con­
tro l. L e t the w orkers th rough 
th e ir  trade unions and other o r­
ganizations pu t responsible com­
m ittees in con tro l over the m in ­

t in g  o f the fiss ionable „ m a te ria l 
I from  w hich atom ic energy is de- 
I rived. L e t them  set up contro l 
over the p lan ts  now producing

p a rty  takes tow ard the problem 
o f th is  g ro w in g  a rm y o f indus­
t r ia l  cast-offs.

These lis ts  I  send you are to 
show w hat an average w o rke r is 
up aga inst here in  Los Angeles 
when he goes ou t look ing  fo r  a 
job. W ha t chance is a man past 
40 go t?  A s much as a snowball 
in hell.

N . J. S „
Baldw in P ark, C a lif.

ED. N O T E : The lis ts  enclosed 
by N.J.S. g ive a rea lly  graphic 
p ic tu re  o f the unem ploym ent 
problem he discusses. D u ring  the 
week o f Jan. 20 he contacted 30 
factories where e ither “ No Help 
W anted”  signs were out, o r where 
he was in fo rm ed (ha t manage­
ment was not h ir in g , or la y ing  o f f  
help. He go t the same answer at 
the state em ploym ent office. Since 
la s t M ay he has pe riod ica lly  v is ­
ited another 52 plants. In  on ly one 
case was an app lica tion  even ac­
cepted; in  a ll the others it  was the 
same s to ry . In  one o f the fa c to r­
ies, to which he had been sent by 
the sta te em ploym ent office, he 
was to ld  th a t he is too old. H is 
age is 48. See Page 3 fo r  an ed i­
to r ia l dealing w ith  some o f the 
points he raises.

atom ic explosives. A nd  le t the 
v 'o rkers organ izations take con­
tro l o f the dangerous dumps 
where the T rum an a d m in is tra tion  
is secre tly s to rin g  atom ic bombs. 
Taking- con tro l over the en tire  
production o f atom ic ener gy away 
from  W a ll S tree t and p u ttin g  i t  
in hands o f responsible w orkers 
organ izations is not on ly  the r ig h t  
o f the A m erican w o rk in g  class 
bu t ITS  IN E S C A P A B L E  D U T Y  
TO T H E  P E O P LE  OF T H E  E N ­
T IR E  E A R T H .”

I  believe th is  is the m ost im ­
p o rta n t a rtic le  ever w r itte n  on 
th is  te r r if ic  subject and don’t  
th in k  i t  received enough a tte n ­
tion  a t the tim e. S ure ly  i t ’s a 
m illio n  tim es more necessary in  
the case o f the hydrogen bomb! 
I t ’s even more im p o rta n t than the 
r ig h t  o f the A m erican people to  
decide w ar o r peace. They have 
the inescapable du ty  to save a ll 
m ankind from  death a t the hands 
o f H ell-Bom b H a rry  and his W a ll 
St. masters. They can do it ,  even 
under cap ita lism . They m ust do

Workers Control 
Of Atomic Energy

Thank you fo r  you r splendid 
artic les  on the w o rld  menace of 
the H-Bom b, which show- the d i f ­
ference between The M ilita n t and 
the ca p ita lis t press on th is  most

a rtic le  should rem ind the w orkers 
o f the fa c t th a t S ta lin  is no t a 
“ com m unistic aggressor”  aga inst 
cap ita lism , b u t a ca p itu la to r to 
w orld  im peria lism , a be trayer o f 
communism in  m any countries, 
and th a t W a ll S treet knows i t  lies 
when i t  m a in ta ins th a t S ta lin  
would ever a ttack  cap ita lism  in 
an advanced country lik e  the 
U S A .

The w orkers should understand 
the true  s itua tion  in  the w orld  
today —  Am erican im peria lism , 
the m ost f r ig h t fu l aggressor ever 
seen,, s tr id in g  over the p rostra te  
cap ita lism  o f other nations, 
threatened by none, b u t its e lf  
th rea ten ing  w hat is le f t  o f the 
revo lu tion  once accomplished by 
the workers in the USSR.

B. P „
Cam bridge, Mass.

jfc *  *

Sequel to 
The H Bomb?
E d ito r:

Heard som eth ing lik e  th is  on 
the rad io :

W ill th is  be the II-B om b se­
quel —

T h a t a ll. men are cremated 
equal?

I.  W „
Los Angeles, C a lif.

T l f l l  I

’oxnED-' -

te rr ib le  question in the h is to ry  o f 
m ankind. I ’m in fa v o r o f the slo­
gan, “ Take the w a r-m ak ing  pow­
ers ou t o f the hands o f the P res i­
dent and Congress,”  b u t I  feel 
som ething more is needed. M ay I  
reca ll to  you a M il ita n t  ed ito ria l 
on the atom bomb:

“ There is on ly one w ay to  ave rt 
the catastrophe. A nd th a t is to

it .  The M ilita n t m ust repeat i t  
constan tly  u n t il the du ty  is ac­
complished.

Some w orkers m ay say, B u t 
w hat i f  S ta lin  a ttacks the US A , 
suppose he invades th is  nation 
and establishes a “ com m unistic”  
d ic ta to rsh ip  here, etc. ?-. I  th in k  
whenever you p r in t  an a rtic le  
against the H-Bom b, th a t same

Ho Chi Minh’s Radio 
Attacks Yugoslav Leaders

Ho Chi M in h ’s rad io in Indo- 
China has begun to a ttack  the 
Yugoslav governm ent and now 
calls T ito  a “ spy fo r  Am erican 
Im peria lism .”  T h is  is less than 
a month a fte r  Ho, in v io la tio n  o f 
the Com inform  line, asked T ito  
to establish d ip lom atic  re la tions. 
I t  now appears th a t even i f  Ho 
favo rs  an independent line, he 
w il l  subm it fo r  the  tim e  being, 
pu b lic ly  a t least, so fa r  as T ito  
is concerned.

W ork  on the problem  o f b r in g ­
ing  renewal subscrip tions to  The 
M ilita n t as close as possible to 

the 100% m ark  is 
proceeding sm ooth ly 
in m ost branches o f 
the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty , accord­
ing  to  rep o rts  o f 
L ite ra tu re  Agents.

W in ifre d  Nelson o f 
St. Paul enclosed 
five renewals in her 
last le tte r, the resu lt 

T. o f Sunday v is its  
made by five com­

rades. In  add ition  they sold three 
copies o f Socialism  on T r ia l,  and 
one each o f The Com ing A m e ri­
can Revolution and A L e tte r to  
Am erican Negroes.

W in ifre d  emphasizes th a t the 
St. Paul sub-getters consider i t  
im p o rtan t to c a rry  on th is  w ork 
re g u la r ly  so as to spread i t  evenly 
th roughou t the year. They regard  
consistent e f fo r t  as tlfe  key to 
th e ir  success in  b u ild in g  c ircu la ­
tion  o f The M il ita n t  in  St. Paul.

Am ong the subscribers, W in i­
fred  reports  th a t a common 
rem ark about The M il ita n t is 
“ I t ’s the on ly paper th a t te lls  the 
t r u th ! ”

Freddie Forrest, L ite ra tu re  
A gen t fo r  P ittsbu rgh , w rites , 
“ We are go ing around v is it in g  
everyone w'e know ; so you should 
hear fro m  us soon.”  She enclosed 
two renewal subscrip tions on ac­
count,

M ilwaukee sent in five renewals 
w ith o u t comment and B u ffa lo  
fourteen. H ow  about g iv in g  the 
M il ita n t  A rm y  a rep o rt?

L ite ra tu re  A ge n t D ixon Woods 
o f San Francisco w rite s  th a t “ we 
are beginn ing our renou’al drive  
th is  Sunday; in fa c t some o f the 
comrades have already started  on 
th e ir  v is it in g  du rin g  the evenings 
th is  week.”

Sales a t the San Francisco C ity  
College are encouraging. “ A W'eek 
ago las t M onday we sold five 
copies. One o f the students to ld 
us th a t he bought a copy a t the 
same spot las t year and was glad 
to see th a t we are back.”

L ite ra tu re  A gen t L ill ia n  Russel 
reports  from  Oakland th a t “ last 
month the sale o f M ilita n ts  here 
took another sp u rt fo rw a rd . Our 
M il ita n t A rm y  representatives 
sold 50 copies o f the paper on the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f C a lifo rn ia  campus 
d u rin g  F ebruary . M any students 
look fo rw a rd  to seeing us every 
Monday afternoon. T hrough con­
sis tent e ffo r ts  we are confident 
o f expanding M ilita n t sales on 
the campus. We also sold 30 M il i­
tan ts  a t various trade union m eet­
ings d u rin g  the m onth .”

New Y o rk ’s new L ite ra tu re  
A gen t C athy Dee feels th a t there 
are excellent opportun ities  fo r  
expanding the c ircu la tion  o f The 
M il ita n t in the w o rld ’s la rgest 
c ity . “ The Y outh  Branch has 
taken the lead in se ttin g  the pace. 
D o tty  and Anne M . sold seven 
M ilita n ts  to New Y o rk  U n ive rs ity  
students as a s ta rte r in a schedule 
o f reg u la r day and evening sales 
a t schools and un ive rs ities  a r-

ranged by Y ou th  L ite ra tu re  
A gen t E the l P.

“ In  add ition , the Y ou th  th rough  
M yron and Ben w il l  continue th e ir  
weekly rounds to newsstands on 
14th and 42nd Streets. Special 
commendation is in order fo r  Bob 
I), and Johnny R. who have fa ith ­
fu l ly  covered some 10 newsstands 
each week i o r  the past year and 
a h a lf w ith  combined sales 
averag ing 100 a week.”

“ A Group o f W orkers  in  Cam­
bridge, Mass.,”  like  La u ra  G rey ’s 
cartoons fea tu red  in The M ilita n t. 
They th in k  th a t the cartoon, 
“ Crocodile Tears,”  dep ic ting  the' 
hypocrisy o f the backers o f the 
H-Bom b in  weeping over its  
possible consequences to m ankind 
“ is the supreme tr iu m p h  o f her 
a rt.”

O ur thanks to  “ A F rie n d ”  fo r  
a con tribu tion  o f $3 to help 
publish The M ilita n t and to “ A 
Subscriber”  who sent $1 although 
he is hard pressed fo r  funds be­
cause o f the d iff ic u lty  nowadays 
o f find ing  a job.

Detroit NAACP Makes 
Progress in Restaurants

The D e tro it N A A C P  C om m it­
tee to F ig h t  R estaurant D is­
c rim ina tio n  reports  i t  has won 
the r ig h t  fo r  Negroes to  be served 
in  a ll res tau ran ts  fro m  the Mac­
cabees B u ild ing  on W oodward 
Ave. to  Adams and W oodward.

F o llo w in g  is the schedule fo r  
B e rt C.?chran’s na tiona l to u r on 
“ The O utlook fo r  Labo r” :

Chicago M arch 29-31
M inneapo lis-S t. Paul A p r. 1-4
Seattle yy 5-8
San Francisco-O akland ” 9-12
Los Angeles y y 15-20
St. Louis y y 22
Cleveland yy 23-24
A k ro n yy 25
Youngstown 2G-27
P ittsbu rgh ” 28
New Y o rk yy 30

t J May 1
Philadelph ia yy 2-3
N ew ark yy 6
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TROTSKY

“ The trade union bureaucrats, like  the bureaucrats o f false 
Communism, live  in an atmosphere o f a ris to c ra tic  prejudices 
o f the upper s tra ta  o f the workers. I t  w i l l  be a tragedy i f  the 
O pposition ists are in fected even in  the s ligh te s t degree w ith  
these qua lities. We m ust no t on ly  re jec t and condemn these 
pre judices; we m ust burn them  out o f our consciences to the 
la s t trace. We m ust f in d  the road to the m ost deprived, to the 
darkest s tra ta  o f the p ro le ta r ia t, beg inn ing w ith  the Negro, 
whom ca p ita lis t society has converted in to  a pariah, and who 
m ust learn to see in us his revo lu tiona ry  bro thers. A nd  th is  
depends w h o lly  upon our energy and devotion to the cause.”

—  Leon T ro ts k y . A L e tte r to Am erican Comrades, 1929.

LENIN

A  Shame and A  Disgrace'
The administration is expressing 

strong indignation at the smear of State 
Department officials and employees by 
Senator McCarthy, who charges there are 
57 “ communists”  in that department.

John E. Peurifoy, Deputy Under-Sec­
retary of State, speaking for the admin­
istration on March 16, lashed out at Mc­
Carthy’s use of the “guilt by association” 
technique. Other defenders of the admin­
istration complain that he is taking ad­
vantage of his position to publicly stig­
matize and destroy the reputations of nu­
merous people before they have even had 
a chance to learn the charges against 
them.

All this is true. But the Truman ad­
ministration is hardly in the position to 
adopt a “ holier-than-thou”  attitude to 
McCarthy. For most of the witch-hunt 
techniques he is now employing against 
the administration have become stand­
ard operating procedure in the admin­
istration’s own witch-hunt.

The victims of McCarthy’s smears at 
least have the privilege of defending 
themselves and answering the charges at 
a public hearing. But the organizations 
proscribed by Truman’s “ subversive”  list 
are denied not only the right to a public 
hearing before or after their names are 
placed on the blacklist — they are denied 
the right to know even the precise nature 
of the charges against them, or the “ evi-

dence” on which these charges are al­
legedly based.

We agree with Peurifoy that it  is “ a 
shame and a disgrace” when State De­
partment employee John S. Service is sub­
jected, purely on the basis of the guilt- 
by-association doctrine, to “ humiliation, 
embarrassment and inconvenience.” But 
isn’t  it  equally a shame and a disgrace 
that the legless veteran, James Kutcher, 
was fired out of his VA job solely because 
of his membership in the Socialist Work­
ers Party? And wasn’t i t  the Truman 
administration that was responsible for 
this guilt-by-association victimization?

When the Republicans see that the 
Democrats can successfully persecute 
Trotskyists and other dissidents, because 
of their political views, it  is only natural 
that the Republicans should try  to do the 
same to the Democrats. That is the logic 
of the “ loyalty”  purge, which tends to 
spread and widen until even the mildest 
liberal views are outlawed and complete 
political conformity (the police state) is 
achieved.

Meanwhile, the Trumanite denuncia­
tions of Republican-sponsored witch­
hunts in the U. S. and Stalinist purges 
in Eastern Europe "would undoubtedly 
sound more convincing and less hypocrit­
ical i f  they didn’t  come from the lips of 
such ardent-witch-hunters and purgers.

Union’s Duty to the Jobless
In a letter printed on Page 2 of this 

issue, N.J.S., a jobless worker in the Los 
Angeles area, poses a question that must 
be in the minds of millions of other un­
employed today. Like N.J.S., they had 
looked to their unions for a solution of 
the unemployment problem and found in­
stead that the unions are doing little or 
nothing about it.

The unemployed have every reason to 
expect the backing and guidance of the 
powerful organized labor movement. But 
Instead of getting an effective program 
and a fighting leadership, the unemploy­
ed find themselves thrown completely on 
their own p itifu l resources. Who is re­
sponsible for this shameful and intoler­
able state of qf fairs?

The responsibility must be placed 
squarely on the shoulders of the top of­
ficial union leaders. They are reluctant 
to grapple with the problem of unemploy­
ment. The reason is political. A genuine 
struggle in the interests of the jobless is 
incompatible with the political support of 
capitalism. But the union leaders are 
staunch supporters of capitalism and of 
one of its main pillars, the Democratic 
Party of Truman.

They are banking on the Truman ad­
ministration to alleviate a situation that 
is growing progressively worse. They are

Belgian Workers Oppose Leopold’s Return

Why They Are Shifting 
Plants O ut of Detroit

hoping for the best while jobs grow scar­
cer and scarcer and more and more work­
ers are thrown onto the scrap heap.

We have consistently criticized the in­
excusable conduct of the official union 
leaders. They have failed even to fight 
for the demand for a 30-hour week with 
no reduction in take-home pay — a de­
mand that has been an official plank in 
the programs of many unions both CIO 
and AFL, from the most advanced to the 
most, reactionary.

With unemployment already beyond 
the six-million mark, the need is obvious­
ly urgent for the adoption of a broad so­
cial program to cope with joblessness. 
Coupled with the demand for the 30-hour 
week, an indicated part of such a pro­
gram is the launching of large-scale pub­
lic works and housing projects under the 
control of workers’ committees and with 
the payment of full union wage scales. 
Such a program can be carried out only 
by mass action.

In view of the entire past record of the 
union leadership, i t  would be the height 
of folly to expect any, initiative from 
them in this connection. The initiative 
must come from the ranks. I t  is the m ili­
tant unionists in their respective locals 
who must raise the issue and prepare the 
ground for necessary actions.

By Jack Meade
D E T R O IT  —  Since the w a r’s 

end there has been a trend among 
the in d u s tria lis ts  in  D e tro it to  
move th e ir p lan ts out. A  ra the r 
la rge num ber o f these plants have 
moved to towns around D e tro it, 
frequen tly  70 to 80 m iles away, 
because taxes are lower and be­
cause the U A W  in  these towns 
generally accepts lower wage 
standards than in  D e tro it proper 
(in c lud in g  D earborn). Gar Wood, 
which m anufactures trucks  and 
garbage disposal un its, is one o f 
the be tte r known companies in  
th is  group.

A no the r group o f companies 
represented by Kelsey-Hayes 
Wheel Co. is m oving com plete ly 
away fro m  the D e tro it area and 
closer to the steel centers. Th is 
movement, has been spurred by 
the Supreme C ourt decision to the 
e ffec t th a t the cost o f sh ipp ing 
steel m ust be considered as p a rt 
o f the price. Consequently, the 
closer a m anu fac tu re r is to his 
source o f steel, the low er are his 
steel costs.

Kelsey-Hayes has moved to  M c­
Keesport (a suburb o f P ittsb u rg h ) 
fo r  the sake o f a tremendous 
th ree fo ld  “ saving”  fo r  th is  bunch 
o f cap ita lis ts . They pay less fo r  
the steel, low er taxes and low er 
wages, and they pocket the extra  
p ro fits .

F ruehau f T ra ile r, which was so 
well organized th a t i t  paid some 
o f the h ighest wages and had ju s t 
about the best w o rk ing  conditions 
in  the D e tro it area, la id  o f f  some 
3,500 w orkers here when they 
moved to Avons Lake, Ohio. F rue ­
hau f is now g e ttin g  about the 
same production from  2,500 w o rk ­
ers in th a t area because i t  is able 
to use the speedup and pay about. 
25c an hour less, and, to  top  i t  
o ff, does a ll th is  under a con tract 
w ith  the U A W .

FO RD’S P LA N S
However, a ll th is  is overshadow­

ed by the Ford  M o to r Com pany’s 
decentra liza tion plans. U n d e rly ­
in g  F o rd ’s decentra liza tion p ro ­
gram  is, f i r s t  and forem ost, the 
desire to make, more money by 
“ c u ttin g  costs.”  Ford  proposes to 
do th is  by m oving in to  lower wage 
scale areas such as Cleveland and 
Canton, O. Ford  is bu ild in g  a

o f workers. B u t the new plans,! the Ford  w orkers. Thompson 
which a ffec t the Foundry, M o to r w ro te  in the local union newspa- 
and Pressed Steel un its  invo lve  per th a t a m eeting o f c ivic, busi-
some 30,000 workers —  about h a lf 
o f a ll the Rouge workers.

Ford  has an agreem ent w ith  the 
U A W  th a t its  new p lan ts  w i l l  no t 
come under the con tract u n t il the 
union can show a m a jo r ity  vote 
fo r  the union in  N LR B  elections. 
Thus fro m  the tim e  new p lan ts 
are opened u n til an N LR B  elec­
tion  is held, the w orkers are com­
p le te ly  a t the m ercy o f m anage­
m ent, w ith o u t any union pro tec­
tion  a t a ll. The Ford  m anagem ent 
is le f t  free  to pu t the heat on the 
workers fo r  g re a te r and g rea te r 
production and to  get r id  o f the 
m ore m il ita n t  workers. W hen the 
new shops fa l l  under the union 
contract, F ord  obviously plans to 
have the production standards 
sky h igh  and the m ore docile 
w orkers in  the new shops, who 
can be pushed around more easily.

IM IT A T IN G  GM
A no the r basic reason fo r  de­

cen tra liza tion  is to break up the 
tremendous concentra tion o f 60,- 
000 workers a t the Rouge p lan t. 
Ford is here a tte m p tin g  to  im i­
ta te  GM, where the whole w e ight 
o f the GM em pire is b rough t to  
bear against the w orkers in  an 
in d iv idua l p lan t involved in  a la-, 
bor dispute w ith ou t a ffe c tin g  the 
workers o f o ther p lants. T h is  is 
made possible by the  con tractua l 
agreements w ith  the union, and 
the class-collaborationist, policies 
o f the present U A W  leadership.

In  the sp ring  o f 1949 there was 
the speedup s tr ik e  a t the Ford  
L inco ln  and Rouge p lants. The 
secondary leaderships and w o rk ­
ers a t these p lan ts  asked Reuther 
fo r  s tr ik e  au thoriza tions to  f ig h t 
the speed-up. L inco ln  was g ra n t­
ed th a t au tho riza tion  b u t no t the 
Rouge w orkers. The s itua tion  be­
came im possib le fo r  the Rouge 
workers. Thompson, president o f 
the Rouge Local 600, set a s tr ik e  
deadline w h ich p u t Reuther on the 
spot, fo rc in g  him  and the In te r ­
na tiona l E xecutive Board to g ra n t 
the Rouge w orkers  a s tr ik e  au­
tho riza tion . In  a sho rt tim e a ll 
the rest o f the F ord  assembly 
p lants, supp lie r p lan ts and car 
dealers were la y in g  o f f  th e ir  em­
ployees. Over a m illio n  people 11 
were affected by th a t s tr ik e  na-

ness and labor leaders should get 
together and p u t pressure on Ford 
to preven t th is  catastrophe to the 
D e tro it com m unity. Such line  o f 
reasoning is com ple te ly fa lse be­
cause these so-called c iv ic  and 
business leaders in va ria b ly  line 
up w ith  the lead ing cap ita lis ts  on 
a ll c ruc ia l m atters.

The secondary union leaders 
are ta k in g  a more m ilita n t bu t no t 
com plete ly correct position o f 
ask ing the Reuther leadership fo r 
s tr ik e  action when Ford s ta rts  
m oving the f ir s t  machine ou t o f 
Rouge. By tha t tim e  Ford w ill 
a lready have sunk his tw o  hun­
dred m illio n  do lla r investm ent 
in to  the new plants. A  s tr ik e  un­
der those conditions w i l l  obvious­
ly  be much tougher, longer drawn 
out, and harder to  w in  than m ili-- 
ta n t action would be now.

Through a ll these happenings 
th a t so v ita l ly  a ffe c t the D e tro it 
w orkers, Reuther has remained 
to ta lly  s ilen t. The D e tro it  auto 
w orkers w i l l  no t fo rg e t th is  
strange silence w h ile  th is  th re a t 
to th e ir  ve ry  existence hangs over 
them.

Unemployment in 
California Reashes 
A Critical Stage

By AI Lynn

fou nd ry  and m otor p lan t in  Cleve­
land, modern, up-to-date p lan ts 
which w il l  g ive g re a te r production 
per man than a t Rouge. F ord  is 
also bu ild in g  a steel p la n t a t B u f­
fa lo  to replace the Pressed Steel 
bu ild in g  a t Rouge. Th is w i l l  also 
g ive them  ex tra  p ro fits  because 
i t  w i l l  be modern and closer to the 
steel m ills .

U p to  now th is  Ford  program  
has a ffected on ly a few  o f the 
sm alle r un its  a t the Rouge, such 
as the S pring  and Upset bu ild ing  
w ith  3,500 workers, who have been 
dispersed th roughou t the Rouge 
p lan t, and the A lum inum  Foundry 
which involved a sm alle r number

tio n a lly . I t  also had a tremendous 
in fluence on a ll business in the 
D e tro it  area.

D ecentra liza tion w i l l  obviously 
bene fit Ford  —  b u t no t the Rouge 
workers. F o r should a s im ila r s it ­
ua tion  again arise a t Rouge, Ford 
w il l  be in  position to increase 
production a t the Cleveland and 
B u ffa lo  p lan ts and hold ou t in ­
d e fin ite ly  aga inst the Rouge w o rk  
ers —  s ta rv in g  them  in to  sub­
mission.

CO UN TER -PRO PO SALS
W hen the news o f the new B u f­

fa lo  and Cleveland p lan ts  became 
public, i t  caused a fu ro r  among

LOS A N G E LE S , M arch 18 —  
C a lifo rn ia ’s labo r force dropped 
“ another 1,000”  la s t month as the 
State Leg is la tu re  continued con­
sideration o f special w o rk  p ro ­
jects to handle the g ro w in g  wave 
o f unem ploym ent. D u rin g  the past 
few  m o n th s . Long  Beach was 
added to San Diego as a- po tentia l 
“ emergency area.”  The C ity  o f 
Los Angeles requested th a t the 
state take over a considerable 
p a rt o f its  re l ie f  load, which is 
reaching a c r it ic a l .po in t. F rom  
nearby A rizona  reports 'have come 
o f s ta rva tion  in the camps o f the 
a g r ic u ltu ra l w o rkers ; s im ila r 
deaths were e a rlie r reported in 
the San Joaquin V a lle y  camps.

The C a lifo rn ia  D iv is ion o f 
Labor S ta tis tics  took sa tis fac tion  
in  no tin g  th a t the decrease o f
1.000 in em ploym ents eompdres 
fa vo ra b ly  w ith  a decrease o f
1.000 in  em ploym ent compares 
was on ly  1.7% below Feb. 1949 
whereas the continuous decrease 
o f the past few  m onths has been 
run n ing  3.6 per cent below 1949 
levels.

Present C a lifo rn ia  unem ploy­
m ent is estim ated at 460,000 as 
compared to a labo r force o f
081.000 wage and sa la ry  w o rk ­
ers. The drop in em ploym ent from  
December to January  was 20,400.

Lew is ’ Position On 
Union Democracy

By Joseph Keller

ALBERT GOLDMAN FINDS A NEW HOME
By George Breitman

By Charles Hanley
Last week we w ro te ; “ The B e l­

g ian workers ce rta in ly  w ill not 
cease to be hostile  to  the roya l 
adm ire r o f H itle r .  . T h is  has 
proved to  be true . B ig  s tr ike  
movements have broken out in 
the in d u s tr ia l regions o f Belgium , 
i. e., m a in ly  in W allon ia , as well 
as in  the p o rt o f A n tw erp .

These s trikes  are the f irs t  
m a jo r p o lit ic a l s trikes  in  W est­
ern Europe since 1945 which are 
no t led by  the S ta lin is ts . (The 
S ta lin is t in fluence has dim inished 
considerably in  B e lg ium ; they 
su ffe red  a heavy defeat in  the 
la s t pa rlia m en ta ry  elections.) The 
Catholic - L ibe ra l cabinet had to 
le s ig n  because the L ibe ra l m in ­
is te rs  resigned.

The Belg ian p ro le ta r ia t is  not 
w ill in g  to  accept a Leopold ist 
i  egime o f in d u s tria lis ts , bankers, 
fo rm e r frien ds  o f H it le r ’s “ New 
O rder,”  F lem ish clericals, and b ig  
brass.

The present reg im e is o f course, 
com ple te ly a t the c a p ita lis ts ’ 
service; b u t Leopold’s re tu rn  
would encourage the cap ita lis ts  
to  go ahead w ith  a m ore au­
th o rita r ia n  governm ent, m aking  
th ings  easier fo r  them in a period 
o f r is in g  unem ploym ent and g ro w ­
in g  d issatis faction  among the

workers. There is an economic 
cris is  in Belg ium , and the Cath­
olics fa v o r a “ s trong  govern­
m ent”  to deal w ith  th is  s itua tion .

The Belg ian L ibe ra ls  are no t 
re a lly  hostile  to p ro -fa sc is t K in g  
Leopold and they, too, stand fo r  a 
reac tionary  economic p o licy ; bu t 
they do not w ish to  r is k  a c iv il 
w ar. The m a jo r ity  o f th e ir  rep re ­
sentatives in P a rliam en t w i l l  in 
a ll like lihood not vote fo r  the 
K in g ’s re tu rn  i f  the s trikes 
develop in to  som eth ing lik e  a 
prolonged general s trike . They 
seek to  postpone the p a r lia ­
m enta ry vote and would lik e  the 
K in g  to abdicate in fa v o r o f his 
son.

S E E K  CO M PRO M ISE

They avoid, however, any sharp 
attacks on Leopold, because they 
do no t w an t to weaken the 
m onarchy. Some C atholic and 
L ibe ra l po litic ians  are t r y in g  to 
negotiate a face-saving com pro­
mise: Leopold would be allowed 
to re tu rn , b u t would have to  im ­
m ed ia te ly  abdicate in  fa v o r o f his 
son.

The Socia list P a rty  bureaucrats 
and those o f the B e lg ian Federa­
tion  o f Labor, th rou gh  th e ir  
“ Com m ittees o f A c tion ,”  seek to 
use the s trikes as a means of

pressure to p reven t Leopold ’s 
re tu rn  and to force the bour­
geoisie in to  some deal w ith  the 
Socia lis t P a rty . T h e ir a im  is to 
ge t back in to  the governm ent 
fro m  which they were ousted las t 
summer.

I t  is not th e ir  aim  to system ­
a tica lly  m obilize the w o rk in g  class 
in an a ll-o u t e f fo r t  to  smash the 
th rone and to ga in  substantia l 
advantages fo r  Belg ian labor. The 
Belg ian w orkers cannot 're ly  on 
these leaders who repeatedly be­
trayed  them  in  recent years, and 
who, by th e ir  disastrous po licy, 
have im m ensely strengthened the 
cap ita lis ts .

O nly a tho ro ug h ly  organized 
general s tr ik e  can now defeat the 
pow erfu l C atholic reaction. ( I t  
was on ly  the th re a t o f a general 
s tr ik e  tha t prevented Leopold’s 
le tu rn  in  1945.) Much w ill depend 
on the w orkers ’ eventual demands 
fo r  bolder action and on th e ir 
in it ia t iv e  in the com ing days and 
weeks.

The fina l outcome o f th is  s tru g ­
gle w i l l  also have some in fluence 
on the s itua tion  in  o the r W est­
ern European countries (France, 
I ta ly )  where the bourgeoisie is 
t ry in g  to  set up “ s tronger”  
regimes.

A lb e rt Goldman has found a 
new home —  the New Leader, 
jo u rn a lis tic  m eeting place of 
hardened Social Democrats, cap i­
ta lis t po litic ians, union bureau­
crats, miscellaneous libe ra ls  and 
ex-rad ica l in te llec tua ls  who are 
bound together by a common fear 
o f S ta lin ism  and a readiness to 
collaborate w ith  any force, no 
m a tte r how reactionary, in  the 
s trugg le  against it .

Goldman used to be a leader o f 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty , and 
was one o f its  18 members who 
were convicted under the  Sm ith 
A c t in  M inneapolis and sent to  
prison du rin g  the la s t w a r. When 
his general skepticism  about the 
w orkers grew  in to  the conviction 
th a t the y  lacked the a b ility  to 
reorganize society a long socia list 
lines, he q u it the SW P in 1946 
and sojourned fo r  a w h ile  in the 
Shachtm ahite organ iza tion , the 
ove rn igh t ho tel fo r  transien ts and 
refugees fro m  M arx ism . He q u it 
■with the com p la in t th a t the 
Shachtm anites had no t taken a 
s u ffic ie n tly  fo r th r ig h t  position in  
support o f N orm an Thomas’ 
candidacy in the la s t p res identia l 
election.

Now he has taken up residence 
w ith  the New Leader con­
f ra te rn ity  o f fu ll- t im e  S ta lin - 
ophobes. H is a rtic le  on “ The Com­
m unists  and C iv il L ib e rtie s ”  in 
the M arch 11 issue o f th a t paper 
proves th a t he re a lly  belongs 
there, as wc pointed out a long­
tim e ago.

The a rtic le  revolves around the 
question; W hy were the 18 T ro t­
sky is ts  sent to prison? Goldman 
had answered th is  question more 
than once in the columns o f The 
M ilita n t. He had expla ined, ju s t 
as we did, th a t fundam en ta lly  the 
im prisonm ent o f the  18 was an 
e f fo r t  by the ca p ita lis t class to 
in tim id a te  revo lu tiona ry  socia list 
opposition to im p e ria lis t w a r and 
reaction.

B ut now Goldman has seen a 
new lig h t. Now  he is, in  the

ords o f the ed ito ria l in troduc­
tion  to his New Leader artic le , 
a man who had at one tim e  “ s in ­
cerely and devoutly hoed in  w hat 
he thought were the lush gardens 
o f a new w orld , bu t who even­
tu a lly  discovered —  as have so 
many others —  th a t heavy penal­
ties arc imposed upon whoever 
m istakes the m irage fo r the 
re a lity .”  So now he has a new ex­
planation —  the im prisonm ent of 
the 18 was due above a ll to “ the 
C om m unists!”

T H E  S T A L IN IS T  RO LE
As we have often .shown, the 

S ta lin is ts  played a tho rough ly  
scabby ro le  in the M inneapolis 
case. They hailed the conviction, 
they sabotaged the m ob iliza tion  
o f labo r aid fo r  the defendants, 
they opposed and continue to  op­
pose a pardon fo r  the 18. Thus 
they helped to create the p re ­
cedent w h ich la te r boomeranged 
on them  in  the Foley Square t r ia l  
of 11 o f th e ir  own leaders under 
the S m ith  A c t la s t year.

To denounce them fo r  con­
tr ib u tin g  to the im prisonm ent o f 
the 18 is no t on ly  ju s t, bu t 
necessary. B u t Goldman does 
more than tha t. He places on 
them also the  m a jo r respon­
s ib ility  fo r  the im prisonm ent of 
the 18 —  and thus applies a coat 
o f whitew ash to the ca p ita lis t 
forces who re a lly  bear th a t 
respons ib ility .

Goldman knows th a t i t  is  absurd 
to blame the S ta lin is ts  fo r  the 
ind ic tm en t o f the 18, which took 
place du rin g  the S ta lin  - H it le r  
Pact when the S ta lin is ts  were not 
a t a ll popular in W ashington. So 
he deals b r ie f ly  w ith  th a t stage, 
ju s t bare ly  m ention ing the fa c t 
th a t i t  was Roosevelt h im se lf who 
ordered the ind ic tm ent, and em­
p loy ing  a m ildness o f tone, free 
o f a ll rancor, th a t contrasts 
s trange ly  w ith  h is subsequent 
tone on the S ta lin is ts .

The C irc u it C ourt, ru lin g  th a t 
the Sm ith A c t was cons titu tiona l

nd th a t the Holmes doctrine  on

“ the clear and present danger”  
was no t applicable to  the Sm ith 
A c t, upheld the conviction. A n 
appeal was then taken to the 
Supreme C ourt. B u t th a t body 
even refused to  review- the case. 
“ W hat exp lanation is there fo r  
the su rp ris in g  a ttitu d e  o f the 
Supreme Coui-t?”  asks Goldman.

He answers by reca lling  th a t 
by th is  tim e the w a rtim e  a llies 
in W ashington and Moscow had 
“ ve ry  fr ie n d ly  re la tions”  and 
th a t the S ta lin is ts  and fellow- 
trave lers had “ g re a t”  in fluence 
in the Roosevelt adm in is tra tion . 
And so:

“ The judges took the easiest 
way out. They did not want to 
reverse the conviction because 
they did not w ant to displease 
S ia lin  and his frien ds ; they did 
not w-ant to w r ite  an op in ion o f ­
fe rin g  reasons fo r  ho ld ing the 
Holmes doctrine inapplicab le to 
the S m ith  A c t because tha t would 
have constitu ted a sharp change 
on the pa rt o f the lib e ra l judges 
from  I he ir adherence to  tha t 
doctrine .”  T hat, he says, is why 
they refused to hear the appeal.

M IR A G E  A N D  R E A L IT Y
And so we can judge the nature 

o f the Social Dem ocratic “ re a lity ”  
which Goldman embraced when he 
abandoned the M a rx is t “ m irage.”  
I t ’s true  th a t he was unjustly- 
ra ilroaded to prison, bu t w ith  his 
new version o f “ re a lity ”  he is 
able a t least to  console h im se lf 
th a t i t  wasn’t  re a lly  the fa u lt  o f 
ca p ita lis t democracy; i f  no t fo r  
those S ta lin is ts , the members o f 
the Supreme C ourt w-ould no t have 
had a “ su rp ris in g  a ttitu d e ”  and 
the M inneapo lis ease would p re­
sum ably have had a happy ending.

Goldman used to cla im  —  ra the r 
ex trava ga n tly  —  a m onopoly on 
“ honesty”  in  ¡he revo lu tiona ry  
movement. A t the present tim e  it  
looks as though his ch ie f cla im  
to d is tinc tion  in  the house o f the 
New Leader w i l l  be an unsur­
passable proficiency a t lic k in g  
the boot th a t kicked him .

The M arch 13 M il i ta n t  discussed John L .-L e w is ’ opposition to 
fo rm a tion  o f A m erican labo r’s own p a rty , as expressed in  his M arch 
3 N : Y. T im es in te rv ie w  w ith  A r th u r  K rock. We pointed out th a t 
Lew is believes in  cap ita lism  and o ffe rs  no rea l so lu tion  to  the 
m iners’ fundam ental problem  o f unem ploym ent and insecu rity . T here­
fore, he sees no need fo r  labor to bu ild  its  own p a rty .

Together w ith  his be lie f in cap ita lism , there  is another decisive 
reason w hy Lew-is is opposed to fre e in g  labo r fro m  its  p o lit ic a l ties 
w ith  cap ita lism  and its  pa rties , Dem ocratic and Republican. He has 
no fa ith  in the a b ili ty  o r fitne ss  o f the working- class to ru le  society. 
He believes th a t the c a p ita lis t class alone is f i t  to ru le  and run  so­
c ie ty  —  w ith  the aid, n a tu ra lly , o f a few  e lite  labo r leaders.

Lew is does n o t say th is , o f course. B u t th is  a tt itu d e  is  c lea rly  
im p lied  in h is answer to  another question posed by K ro ck  —  the 
question o f the ab ility- o f the ra n k  and f i le  m iners  to  make the  r ig h t  
k in d  o f decisions inside th e ir  own un ion, th e ir  capac ity  to  ru le  the 
union prope rly . Lew is does no t th in k  the w orkers can be trus ted  
w ith  dem ocratic con tro l o f th e ir  own union, so he c e rta in ly  would 
no t e n tru s t the con tro l o f a ll society- to  them .

K rock asked Lew is w hy, in  some m ine d is tr ic ts , the m iners are 
not pe rm itte d  to elect th e ir  own d is tr ic t  o ffice rs . Lew is rep lied :

“ In  perhaps a dozen d is tr ic ts  the m iners do not choose th e ir  
d is tr ic t  president and secretary. T ha t is because these d is tr ic ts  
showed a tendency to  m ake poor choices and the na tiona l o rgan iza ­
tion  decided its  in te rest required th a t these o ffice rs  be selected fo r  
them u n t il th e ir  choices could be m ore re lied on.”

T ro u b le  w ith  ''B e n e vo le n t D e sp o ts ’

Presum ably, a “ poor choice”  is one who does no t support every­
th in g  th a t Lew is does o r proposes, w h ile  a choice yvho can he “ re ­
lied on”  is one who never c ritic ize s  o r opposes Leyvis. A nd  i f  in  
“ pej-haps a dozen d is tr ic ts ”  the m iners can be deprived o f the 
dem ocratic r ig h t  to elect th e ir  own leaders, every o ther d is tr ic t  can 
also he denied th is  r ig h t  if ,  in  Leyvis’ op in ion, the y  make a “ poor 
choice.”  In  short, Lew is is here a rg u in g  aga ins t union democracy 
and ran k  and f i le  con tro l o f the union.

W ha t he upholds, in  e ffec t, is the concept o f the “ benevolent 
despot.”  A nd  lik e  a l l such “ benevolent despots”  he ju s tif ie s  h im ­
self on the grounds th a t the people themselves —  in  th is  case, the 
m iners —  don’t  know w h a t’s good fo r  them  o r hoyv to ge t it .  I f  
self-designated superior ind iv idua ls  don’t  ru le  them  “ fo r  th e ir  oyvn 
good,”  they w i l l  easily fa l l  p rey to  “ had”  leaders.

One troub le  w ith  “ benevolent despots”  is th a t they are ir r e ­
movable when they tu rn  ou t to  be m ore despotic than  benevolent. 
They are beyond con tro l. I f  they prove to  be less in fa llib le  than 
they set themselves up to be, they cannot be replaced by be tte r 
leaders.

L e t us assume —  w hich is no t the case •— th a t Lew is  h im se lf 
is an ideal leader fo r  the m iners, in fa llib le  in  h is judgm en t and deci­
sions. W il l  he live  fo reve r?  W h a t k in d  o f “ benevolent despots”  
w i l l  fo llo w  h im ? W il l  the y  a ll also be in fa llib le ?  They w il l  c la im  
so. B u t i f  the m iners cannot be trus ted  to  make “ good choices,”  how 
w il l  they ever free  themselves fro m  bad leadership, i f  such arise?

In  v iew  o f the m iners ’ advances in the economic s trugg le  fo r  
wages and be tte r w o rk in g  conditions under the leadership o f Lew is, 
i t  is m ore d if f ic u lt  to  show the disadvantages o f “ benevolent d ic ta ­
to rsh ip ”  in the case o f the U M W  than in  o ther lead ing unions. B u t 
Leyvis h im se lf would be the f i r s t  to ad m it th a t the “ benevolent des­
po tism ”  o f P h ilip  M u rra y  in  the CIO and o f types lik e  W illia m  
Green in the A F L  is a ca lam ity . W e have a f irs t-c la s s  exam ple o f 
th is  in th e ir  re jec tion  o f Leyvis’ proposal fo r  a common defense pact 
o f the b ig  unions in  s trikes. W ould such a pact be brushed aside 
i f  the CIO and A F L  ranks  had a n y th in g  to  say about i t?

Lqw is h im se lf, hoyvever, has n o t a lw ays proved to be the  in ­
fa ll ib le  leader w h ich  h is  concept o f un ion ru le  presupposes. There 
yvas no th in g  in  the defeats and decline o f the U n ited  M ine  W orkers  
fro m  the f i r s t  W orld  W a r u n t il the r ise  o f the  CIO in  the  m iddle 
T h ir t ie s  to prove his su p e rio r ity  over the collective judgm en t o f the 
m iners. Even the la te s t m ine s trugg le  shows th a t when i t  comes 
to f ig h t in g  fo r  th e ir  oyvn in te res ts  no t even a John L. Lew is is  su­
pe rio r in  ju dg m en t to the m iners themselves.

T h e  M in e r ’s Q u a lit ie s

They displayed the in it ia t iv e , independence and d isc ip line  which 
b rough t the v ic to ry . I t  was they who took the lead and forced the 
f ig h t.  Had they yielded to Lew is ’ request to  h a lt th e ir  spontaneous 
w a lkou t a fte r  Jan. 9 o r fo llow ed his in s tru c tion s  to  re tu rn  to  w o rk  
when T rum an invoked the T a f t- I Ia r t le y  in jun c tion , the  m iners m ig h t 
have los t o r faced a more prolonged s trugg le  w ith  sm alle r gains.

I t  is  no t because o f Lew is ’ “ benevolent despotism ”  b u t in  sp ite  
o f i t  th a t the  m iners have made th e ir  gains. A nd  these ga ins are 
lim ite d  because the m iners, so long  as they lack re a l con tro l over 
th e ir  union, cannot fu l ly  discuss and come to  g r ip s  w ith  the basic 
problems o f cap ita lism . T h is requ ires the  u tm ost freedom  o f though t, 
complete understand ing and s e lf- in it ia tiv e . F o r the g re a t and u rg en t 
task o f reo rga n iz ing  society so th a t the w o rkers  w on’t  have to  spend 
so much o f th e ir  tim e  and energy f ig h t in g  fo r  sm all wage gains, i t  
is necessary to  m ob ilize  the whole w o rk in g  class. Here, even the 
m ost “ benevolent despotism ”  is  a to w e rin g  obstacle to  la b o r’s ad­
vance.

W ith in  the fra m e w o rk  o f economic s trugg les fo r  sm all and in ­
secure gains, Lew is appears as a g re a t and b r i l l ia n t  un ion general, 
compared w ith  such labo r o ff ic ia ls  as P h ilip  M u rra y , W a lte r R euther 
o r W ill ia m  Green. B u t he does no t d if fe r  essen tia lly  fro m  them  
in his fe a r o f the dem ocratic ru le  o f the  w orkers. L ike  them , he 
does n o t re a lly  believe in  the power o f the  w o rk in g  class.

A nd  (h a t is w hy a Lew is, in  the end, can n o t o ffe r  the  k ind  o f 
leadership and program  th a t w i l l  fu lly  em ancipate the m iners along 
w ith  the res t o f labor. T h a t is why a Lew is cannot rise  to  the s ta tu re  
o f a Eugene Debs, yvho yvas d is tingu ished above a ll by his pro found  
confidence in  the ab ilitie s  and capacity fo r  se lf-leadersh ip  o f the 
rank and file .

I t  is  th is  confidence in  the yvorking class th a t m ust be the 
s ta rt in g  po in t fo r  any leadership th a t hopes to rise  above the  lim ite d  
aim s o f the day-to -day labo r s trugg le  w ith in  the  c a p ita lis t fra m e ­
w o rk  and ra l ly  the yvorkers to  the vis ion and the  achievem ent o f the 
be tte r, the  classless socia list, society.



Nothing to Worry About
— By Ruth Johnson _ _ _ _ _ _

H ell-B om b w a rfa re  m ay end a ll li fe  on earth , 
w a rn  the scientists who know. “ You haven’t  a 
th in g  to w o rry  about,”  re p ly  the m ilita r is ts  and 
the doctors in  th e ir  h ire. There is a f ig h tin g  
chance th a t W a ll S tre e t’m ay w in  a w a r one bomb 
sho rt o f w o rld  a n n ih ila tio n ; maybe you, hav ing  
worked in a lead-lined cave, w i l l  surv ive  the 
H -Bom b. W hat then?

The reassuring  words spoken before the Jo in t 
Congressional Com m ittee on A tom ic  E nergy by 
D r. Shields W arren on M arch 17 are som ething 
to  console you as you craw l fro m  you r shelter. 
S urv ivors  o f atom ic bombings, he assured, may 
expect to have “ a reasonably norm al li fe , ”  assum­
in g  they find some more surv ivo rs . “ There was no 
ground fo r  fea rs th a t an atom ic b las t would cause 
w idespread s te r il ity  o r other» deb ilitie s ,”  he says. 
T rue, in add ition  to burns, you can expect “ eye 
cataracts, in fections, anemia and a tendency to 
bleed”  —  bu t w hy should th a t d is tu rb  you ?

You w ill even be able to te ll when to  claw 
th rough  the ru ins  o f you r c ity  to fo rage  fo r  food 
—  provided you haven 't los t y o u r portab le  ge iger- 
counter. I f  i t  shows a green lig h t, you ’re safe; 
i f  the lig h t is ye llow , you made a m istake ; i f  
the lig h t  is red, the a ir  is heav ily  rad ioactive 
and you r m istake is fa ta l.

Lucky you, the lig h t  was ye llow , and you jus t 
■have a bu rn ; no th ing  a t a ll! As another m an-in- 
the-know  has expla ined, “ W o are go ing to have 
a te rr if ic  am ount o f skin burns”  —  a kind that 
never heal. T ha t was Rear A d m ira l C lif fo rd  A. 
Swanson, top N avy doctor, who to ld  the House 
A pp rop ria tio ns  Com m ittee how the N avy is 
p re pa ring  fo r  such th in g s :

"W e  can take o f f  skin, keep the skin fo r  a 
period o f two weeks) and we have been able to 
g r a f t  i t  back. In c id en ta lly , we have learned th a t 
the sk in  does no t d ie  fo r  several hours a fte r  the 
death o f the ind iv idua l. . . A  bone bank is another 
recent development. Bones can be kep t in ­

d e fin ite ly .”  A nd f in a lly ,  the re ’s “ A  blood vessel 
bank, fo r  the preservation o f blood vessel seg­
m ents.”

I f  these skin, bone and blood banks s t ill stand, 
and a doctor has lived th rou gh  the ra id , he w il l  
be able to patch you up. A t  least you now know 
th a t c a p ita lis t warm akers are N O T w aste fu l; 
ta k in g  a lesson fro m  the m eat-packing plants 
they w ill use “ eve ry th in g  but the squeal”  from  
the corpses o f W orld  W ar I I I .  The b itte r  poem 
beg inn ing “ The unknown soldier, here I lie. . . 
One m an’s elbow, another m an’s th ig h ,”  w il l be 
come a liv in g  re a lity ;  the m u tila ted  w ill become 
a liv in g  pa tchw ork o f the dead.

Inc iden ta lly , the A tom ic  E nergy Commission 
has developed a sm all and sim ple Geiger counter, 
which could be sold fo r  as l i t t le  as $10 or $15 i f  
pu t in to  com m ercial production. A real barga in 
a t h a lf the price.

I would have liked to end up on th is note of 
com fort, bu t i t ’s not the la s t word in steps being 
taken to im prove our w e lfare . W h ile  Dr. W arren 
and D r. Swanson were u tte r in g  th e ir  words o.r 
cheer in W ashington, Secretary o f Defense Loui 
Johnson was in an op tim is tic  mood in Ch cage

Addressing the Ir is h  Fellow sh ip Club, Johnso: 
boasted th a t Am erican scientists are “ developin 
brand new, unprecedented devices th a t challoatr 
the existence o f a ll known weapons.”  I f  you th in ' 
the H-Bom b is fe a rfu l —  w e ll! “ The President’ 
decision to proceed w ith  the production o f th 
hydrogen bomb is but the m ost dram atic  exam ple’ 
o f “ technolog ical advances,”  said Johnson.

“ I  assure you th a t we are equa lly a le rt to 
possib ilities inhe ren t in the b io log ica l and 
chemical fields as w e ll as in  the  rad io log ica l.”

So don’t  w o rry  about the H -Bom b; T rum an ’s 
“ w e lfa re  sta te ”  is hard a t w o rk  to provide bigger 
and be tte r plagues o r chem ica lly produced d is in ­
teg ra tion  as a lte rna tive  fa rew e lls  from  th is  
earth.

«lohn Crown’s Legacy
"*1 By David Weiss — — — — — —

John Crown, a W orld  W ar I I  veteran and 
parap leg ic a t H a llo ran  H osp ita l, died a few  weeks 
ago. A  few  days la te r How ard A . Rusk, M .D., 
rep rin te d  in  h is column in  the M ar. 5 N . Y . Tim es 
a le tte r  w h ich  thfe^young veteran had w r itte n  in 
1946 and w hich Rusk had p rin ted  a t th a t tim e.

I t  was a t r u ly  m oving document. “ M y physical 
wounds are ve ry  sm all in com parison w ith  m y 
s p ir itu a l wounds,”  he w ro te . “ I  have come back 
fro m  death to a w orld  I  no longer care fo r . ”  
A f te r  engaging in a s trugg le  he though t would 
save the w orld  fro m  ty rann y , he now could “ find 
no peace in  the w o rld  o r in m y country.

“ H a v ing  lived close to death fo r  tw o  years, 
the reasons w hy there is no peace seem in ­
fin ite s im a lly  f lim s y . Russia wants the Dardanelles, 
Y ugoslavia  w ants T ries te , the Moslems w a n t In ­
dia, labo r wants more wages, cap ita l w ants more 
p ro fit,  S m ith  w ants to  pass the car in  f ro n t  o f 
h im , J u n io r w ants more spending money. To 
these, I  say, is  i t  necessary to k i l l  and cripp le  
hum an beings fo r  these p e tty  gains?

“ Anyone who th in ks  a human body is so cheap 
th a t i t  can be traded fo r  a tra c t o f land, a piece 
o f s ilv e r, o r  a few  m inutes o f tim e  should be 
forced to  lis ten  to the  moans o f the dy ing  n ig h t 
and day fo r  the  res t o f his life .

“ A l l  the troub les o f the w o rld  o rig ina te  in the 
common man. The selfish and greedy ways o f 
na tions are ju s t  the ways o f each ind iv idua l man 
m u ltip lie d  a hundredfo ld. When the m ora ls o f 
the  common m an drop, so do the m ora ls o f the 
na tion  and o f the  w orld .

“ A s long as our in d iv id u a l m orals rem ain a t a 
low  ebb, so w i l l  be the w orld . . . I f  man wishes 
peace again, he m ust re tu rn  to  the g re a t Com­
m andm ent, ‘Love th y  ne ighbor as th y s e lf fo r  the 
love o f God’.”

T h is - le tte r expressed the b itte rness o f the m any 
th a t c ry  ou t fo r  a w o rld  o f peace. D r. Rusk uses 
i t  to sanctim oniously recommend John C row n ’s 
plea fo r  re lig io n  as the panacea fo r  the il ls  o f 
the  w orld . B u t the le tte r  deserved a d iffe re n t 
response. John Crown deserved to  know the tru th  
about the w a r th a t k ille d  him . I t ’s a p i ty  he d idn ’t 
ge t to  know  it .  B u t since many anguished m il­
lions s t i l l  a live  th in k  and fee l as he did, i t  is 
im p o rta n t th a t we spread the t ru th  th a t he did 
no t learn.

He was able to see th a t human bodies are 
traded fo r  tra c ts  o f land and pieces o f s ilve r in  a 
society where labo r is p itte d  against cap ita l and 
na tion  aga inst na tion . B u t he was tra g ic a lly  
m istaken when he traced the w o rld ’s problem s to 
the ev il in  the common man. Because the w o rld  
today does no t belong to the common man. I t  is 
no t ru n  by the common man. I t  is  no t plunged 
in to  bestia l wars a t his command.

The common man is like  John Crown was. John 
Crown did no t share in  the decision o f nations. 
He did no t wish to  k i l l  and m aim , no r be maimed, 
nor die so soon. W h a t did he w ant?  A  peaceful 
and f r u i t f u l  life . Enough o f food and clo th ing. 
A  decent home. To m arry . To ra ise his children 
we ll. To do the w o rk  he liked. To learn and play. 
These th ings  on ly does the  common man desire 
in  every land. The w o rld  today has wealth enough 
to provide these th in gs  fo r  every man.

B u t the w orld  and its  w ea lth  belong to the few, 
the rich , the b ig  in d u s tria lis ts  and financiers who 
w ithho ld  the good th ings o f l i fe  fro m  the common 
man and ru le  over h im  w ith  th e ir  -wealth. I t  is 
the cap ita lis ts  who p i t  man aga inst man in the 
s trugg le  fo r  the l i t t le  th a t they leave fo r  the 
common man to live  on. I t  is they who, in  th e ir 
greed fo r  more w ea lth  and power, launch wars 
and force  the common man to do the k il l in g  and 
the dying.

Our na tion  consists o f the ru le rs  and the ruled. 
B ut the ru le rs  tau gh t John Crown th a t a nation 
is m ere ly the in d iv idua l man m u ltip lie d  many 
tim es and he believed them. The N . Y . Times, 
which speaks fo r  the rich , liked  th a t in his le tte r. 
He placed la bo r’s f ig h t fo r  wages, which is the 
f ig h t o f the common man fo r  the be tte r life , on 
the same level w ith  ca p ita l’s f ig h t fo r  p ro fit, which 
leads to the m isery o f the common man. The 
Tim es liked th a t too. He a ttr ib u te d  the greed 
and selfishness o f the lords o f w ealth  to a ll men, 
inc lud ing  the m ost downtrodden and oppressed. 
The Tim es found th a t w o rth y  also. And fin a lly  
he asked th a t a ll men love one another. That, 
above a ll, did the T im es find  good fo r  the m asters 
always demand the love o f th e ir  slaves, the 
w arm akers always seek the love o f the v ic tim s 
o f th e ir  wars.

The T im es p rin ted  h is le tte r  tw ice  because it  
was useful to the c a p ita lis t class. F o r i t  can con­
tinue to ru le  over the common man on ly  so long 
as i t  can deceive him . John Crown was one o f the 
deceived. O f a ll the wounds he suffered in  body 
and in s p ir it  the deadliest were the lies they 
imbedded in  his b ra in . A nd now the deceivers 
em ploy the words o f the deceived dead to  con­
tinue to deceive the liv in g .

I f  we are to  save the w orld  fro m  the m ost 
he llish w a r ever envisioned, we m ust tea r th rough 
these lies. The common man m ust know  the tru th . 
The g re a t m ora l regenera tion  o f the w o rld  fo r  
which John Crown yearned w i l l  no t come u n til 
the hundreds o f m illio ns  o f common men, armed 
w ith  the tru th , w i l l  replace the ru le  o f the 
cap ita lis ts  and begin to  bu ild  a tru e  brotherhood 
o f man.

From the Yugoslav Press
The Belgrade d a ily  Borba, newspaper o f the 

Y ugoslav governm ent, sha rp ly  challenged on Feb. 
26 the ex travagan t cla im s o f the Com inform  and 
Soviet press on the beneficent and m agnanimous 
na tu re  o f the K re m lin ’s recent tre a ty  w ith  China. 
T h is  tre a ty , f a r  fro m  be ing a “ g i f t  fro m  heaven 
to  the Chinese people,”  Borba po in ts  out, d iffe rs  
a c tu a lly  “ ve ry  l i t t le  fro m  the tre a ty  signed by 
the USSR in 1945 w ith  Chiang Kai-shek.”

To the boast o f S ta lin ’s P ravda th a t the K re m lin  
had played a “ decisive ro le ”  in  assuring v ic to ry  
to  the  Mao Tse-tung reg im e, Borba co rre c tly  
counterposes the whole treacherous record since 
1944 o f S ta lin ’s support to  Chiang Kai-shek, 
a long the lines agreed upon w ith  W ashington and 
London.

The South M anchurian ra ilw a y  never belonged 
to  Soviet Russia. The hu llaba lloo  about the 
“ gene ros ity ”  in  re tu rn in g  i t  to  China denotes 
the re fo re , ■ says Borba po in ted ly , “ th a t in  the 
USSR i t  is  no t considered a norm al state of 
a ffa irs  to restore to  others w h a t does no t belong 
to  the Soviet U n ion  anyw ay.”

Com m enting on the agreem ent to re tu rn  P o rt 
A r th u r ,  Borba cites the fa c t th a t Moscow has 
demanded and w i l l  receive in de m n ity  fo r  p o rt 
in s ta lla tio n s  and o ther Soviet investm ents there , 
whereas the tre a ty  w ith  C hiang provided fo r  the 
re tu rn  o f the p o rt, a f te r  30 years, w ith o u t any 
indem nities  w hatever. The K re m lin , i t  tu rn s  out, 
trea te d  Chiang in  some respects even m ore 
“ generously”  than Mao.

In  conclusion Borba salutes the  heroic s trugg le  
and v ic to ry  o f the  Chinese people and asserts 
th a t  they are en titled  to  ge t n o t “ sym bolic a id ”  
b u t “ im p o rta n t and substantia l aid, fro m  a ll o f 
progressive and dem ocratic hu m an ity .”

On Feb. 16 Borba, in a lead ing a rtic le , po in ts 
out th a t the rea l aim  o f the  January  P lenum o f 
the C en tra l Com m ittee o f the B u lga rian  P a rty  
which condemned the polic ies pursued a t the tim e 
D im itro v  was a live  was “ to  place B u lga ria  in an 
even g re a te r economic and p o lit ic a l dependence 
on the USSR.”

The t i tu la r  head o f the B u lga rian  governm ent, 
Chervenkov, underscores Borba, adm itted h im se lf 
th a t the p rinc ip a l task o f the B u lg a r CP was to 
“ ad ju s t the B u lga rian  economy to  the needs of 
the USSR”  and n o t a t a ll to  the needs o f in ­
d u s tria liza tio n , e lec trifica tion  and the w e lfa re  o f 
the people as a whole.

Chervenkov insisted th a t the re  m ust be “ a t a ll 
costs an increase o f a g r ic u ltu ra l production and 
the ou tpu t o f m inera ls  and non-ferrous m etals 
fo r  export.”  A ll  these item s are the ones ex­
ported to  the USSR. B u t Chervenkov “ did not 
u tte r  a s ingle word on the basic question, nam ely, 
the po licy  o f in d u s tr ia liz in g  and e le c tr ify in g  the 
country , the po licy o f b u ild in g  up the national 
economy adopted by the F if th  Congress o f B u l­
ga rian  CP. In  fa c t, th is  po licy  has been shelved.”

“ A l l  the deposits o f iro n , lead, zinc, uran ium  
and the rich  coal m ines are be ing explo ited fo r  
exp o rt to  the USSR. A nd i t  is  done under the 
supervision o f Soviet technicians. Certa in mines, 
like  the u ran ium  p its  near Sofia, are kep t under 
Soviet guard. The bu lk  o f the coal production 
is placed a t the disposal o f S ovie t fo re ig n  export. 
B u lg a ria  is m ere ly  the t i tu la r  owner o f the  m in ­
era l w ealth  o f the  cou n try .”

In  ag ricu ltu re , the s itua tion  is go ing fro m  bad 
to worse. “ Between June and December o f last 
year on ly 12 peasant cooperatives were form ed 
in  B u lg a ria .”

Yugoslav Leaders 
Deepen Exposure 
Of Kremlin Crimes

(Cont. from  page 1)

o f the Soviet w orkers and o f the 
bureaucracy, which D jila s  cited

The pa ras itic  position o f th is  
bureaucracy, as T ro tsky  exp la in ­
ed since 1923, led to the na tiona l­
is t degeneration of the dom inant 
S ta lin is t leadership which, a fte r 
usu rp ing  power, destroyed the 
g re a t p o litica l and social achieve­
ments o f the October revo lu tion 
and in s titu ted  the most savage 
d ic ta td rsh ip  against the Soviet 
masses. I t  led also to the po licy 
of co llabora tion w ith  »world im ­
peria lism  in which the workers 
m ovem ent was converted fro m  a 
vehicle o f social revo lu tion  in to  
a pawn o f S ta lin is t diplom acy.

P IY A D E ’S SPEECH

A dd itiona l evidence o f th is  was 
b rought fo rw a rd  last week in  the 
speech o f another Yugoslav 
leader, Moshe Piyade, who re­
vealed tha t S ta lin , fa r  from  
a id ing  the partisan s trugg le  d u r­
in g  the w ar, ac tu a lly  refused 
them assistance in th e ir  most 
c r it ic a l days in  1942 because of 
his alliances w ith  W estern im ­
peria lism . Said P iyade:

“ We know now th a t i t  was not 
techn ica lly  im possible to  send us 
assistance, bu t the Soviet gov 
em inent did no t w an t to cause 
bad re la tions w ith  K in g  Peter 
Karageorgeovitch [supported by 
B rit is h  and A m erican im peria lism  
a t the tim e ] and others because 
the Russians had agreements 
w ith  him . . . We received m ateria l 
assistance fro m  them only in 
October 1944 . . . b u t in th a t same 
October they agreed w ith  Church­
i l l  on a 50-50 d iv is ion o f Y ugo­
slavia in to  tw o  spheres o f in ­
fluence.”

In  deals w ith  C hurch ill and 
Roosevelt a t the  same tim e, S ta lin  
agreed to sacrifice the w o rkers ’ 
strugg les in W estern Europe in  
re tu rn  fo r  being allowed to 
dom inate Eastern Europe.

U ltra -M o d e rn  H o u se h o ld  I te m W hat Chrysler 
Pickets Think 
O f Lewis* Plan

DETROIT — Following are some of the answers given 
by Chrysler pickets to questions concerning several im­
portant union problems:

Question : W hat do you th in k  o f 
the Lew is o ffe r  o f one m illio n  
do lla rs to help C hrys le r s tr ike rs?

A nsw er: I don’t  understand why 
they turned it  down. They te ll

Th is showed the company the men 
would f ig h t fo r  pensions. Then the 
company gave in on pensions. 
They made us s tr ik e  a t C h rys ler 

Lew is the union has enough j fo r  pensions. T hey ’re go ing like  
money, then when we w an t some | hell a t GM p re pa ring  to force a

A  sm all low-cost Geiger counter has been developed by the 
A tom ic  Energy Commission to help c iv ilians  detect rad ia tions 
from  atom ic explosions. Here A E C  o ff ic ia l John A . D e rry  shows 
the gadget to Senators Know land and McMahon. (See “ N o th in g  
to W o rry  A bou t”  by Ruth Johnson, elsewhere on th is  page.)

CHICAGO JIM-CROW MOBSTERS 
FREED, JUDGE HITS VICTIMS

By Gordon Bailey
CHICAGO, March 20 — With a cynical statement 

charging the victims themselves engineered the Peoria St. 
riot last November, Municipal Judge Joseph H. McGarry 
las t week fre'ed the fina l de fen-®
dants charged w ith  mob violence 
aga inst Negroes.

T h is  decision, a slap in  the face 
to every m in o rity  citizen in 
Chicago, clim axed weeks o f legal 
m aneuvering in which the 23 
hoodlums o rig in a lly  booked were 
freed one by one.

The Peoria St. inc ident occurred 
when a mob stoned a house where 
Negroes were v is it in g  and beat 
up citizens who tr ie d  to  defend 
the occupants. The r io t  aroused 
widespread a larm  and pro test 
th roughou t the c ity .

Judge M cG arry claimed the

Stalinist Comeback Attempt Suffers 
Rebuff in Philadelphia ILG Elections

Bv Rosalyn Leary
PHILADELPHIA — A strenuous comeback effort by 

Stalinists in the local ILGWU election last week brought 
them a miserable 6%% of votes cast (4%% of the member­
sh ip ). The adm in is tra tion  is **- ---------------------------------------------- ------
s tru tt in g  a t the outcome and i t  
continues to ignore rum b lings  of 
d issatis faction  among the w o rk ­
ers.

Cond itions in the ga rm en t in ­
du s try  here have worsened since 
las t year. Some shops closed, 
others moved ou t o f town, unem­
ploym ent has become pressing 
and wage cuts have occurred. The 
membership is fe a rfu l Qf the 
fu tu re . ,

The S ta lin is ts , s ilen t fo r  many 
years, p u t on a cam paign to  take 
advantage o f the e x is tin g  s itua ­
tion . T h e ir le a fle ts  were fac tua l 
enough to  appeal to the workers 
and to w o rry  the adm in is tra tion , 
which had taken the road o f easy 
“ so lu tions”  in  g ra n tin g  “ ad ju s t­
m ents”  (wage cu is ). Y e t ea rlie r 
gains have been la rg e ly  m a in ­
tained. T h e ir on ly  answer to the 
S ta lin is ts  was —  red -ba iting .

B ut the w o rkers ’ answer a t the 
po lls shows th a t they haven’t  
fo rgo tte n , fo r  example, th a t the 
S ta lin is ts ’ fake c ry  fo r  democracy 
was cancelled out by  th e ir  own 
record in  office. The w orkers 
rem em ber the slanders, sup­
pression, d isc rim ina tion  and fines 
against those who complained. 
The gesture o f a N egro  candidate 
rem inded the la rge  Negro m em ­
bership th a t shops under S ta lin is t 
leadership are a ll - w h ite . The 
charge that, the union had fa iled  
to support the m ine s tr ike  had 
l i t t le  e ffec t in  v iew  o f the S ta l­
in is ts ’ own scabby ro le  tow ard 
the m iners d u rin g  the war.

The vote gave the IL G  bureau­
cracy a v ic to ry . B u t the w orkers 
arc less deluded. T h e ir problem s 
rem ain. They w a n t a change. 
When a new leadership appeal’s 
they w i l l  act.

Peoria St. a f fa ir  was an “ o r­
ganized inc ident”  and a “ m iserable 
conspiracy hatched and p u t in to  
e ffec t by a sm all bu t h ig h ly  
organized vocal group o f sub­
versive agents, professional a g ita ­
to rs and saboteurs.”

The conspirators, he claimed, 
were the occupants o f the Peoria 
St. house themselves! He alleged 
th e ir agents posed as neighbors 
and whipped up the r io t  in  order 
to d iscred it the c ity  governm ent, 
police and courts.

In reaching th is  astounding 
decision Judge M cG arry  ignored 
the sworn evidence o f the p r in ­
cipal witnesses, Aaron Bindm an, 
owner o f the Peoria St. house and 
o rgan izer fo r  the In te rn a tion a l 
Longshorem en’s U nion, and V ic ­
to r  L u s tw ig , his associate. The 
judge ignored th e ir  testim ony, he 
said, because o f th e ir  “ a ttitu d e  
and demeanor”  in court.

l ie  also ignored the evidence o f 
the N A A C P , the U rban League, 
trade union Leaders and scores 
c f  o ther local o rgan izations and 
ind iv idua ls  who have been aroused 
to action by the r io t  and o ther 
a ttacks on m inorities .

The judge ’s decision has no t 
on ly le f t  Chicago’s m in o ritie s  
w ith  no legal p ro tection  aga inst 
„mob violence, bu t i t  has g iven 
ju d ic ia l encouragement to  the 
ra c is t W h ite  C ircle League which 
is c ircu la tin g  lite ra tu re  ca lling  
fo r  mob action to confine Negroes 
to tenem ent-ridden ghettoes.

M arx is ts  have long contended 
tha t we cannot count on the 
cap ita lis t courts fo r  pro tection  
from  reactionary and fascist 
violence. T h is  decision spells out 
th is  lesson in le tte rs  every w orker 
can read. O nly the m ilita n t action 
o f w orkers and m in o r ity  groups 
themselves, organized in defense 
guards and f ly in g  squads, can 
e ffe c tive ly  defend intended v ic ­
tim s o f rac is t mob violence.

o f th a t s tr ike  fund, they can only 
g ive you some when you are f la t  
broke.

A nsw er: I t  was an o ffe r  . th a t I 
union men tan be proud of. '

Q uestion: W hat do you th in k  
o f Lew is ’ proposal fo r  a “ m utual 
a id ”  pact?

A nsw er: Lew is ’ proposal is a 
good th in g . I t  is about tim e  th a t 
a ll the unions ge t together. The 
m anufacture rs are un ited , the 
unions should be un ited  too.

A nsw er: The N A M  is m eeting 
th is  week —  those boys are re a lly  
¡ t ic k in g  together. W hat we need 
is a l i t t le  so lid a rity  like  th e y ’ve 
got. Lew is has the rea l idea —  
a ll labo r he lp ing one another.

Q uestion: W ha t do you th in k  
o f the one-at-a-tim e s tra tegy?

A nsw er: The corpora tions are 
determ ined to fo rce  every p lan t 
c u t on s tr ike . They had a one- 
m onth “ speedup”  s tr ike  a t Ford.

s lr ike . The companies are de­
term ined to force s trikes, so w hat 
the he ll, we should close them  a ll 
down a t one ime, and we could 
force them to th e ir  knees in a 
v  eek.

A nsw er: GM and Ford are 
g e ttin g  ahead o f C h rys le r in  
bu ild in g  cars. B u t I  th in k  we 
would be b e tte r o f f  to  have one 
con tract fo r  a ll the autom obile 
in d u s try , and when we go on 
s tr ike , a ll go out.

Q uestion: W h a t do you th in k  
about the In te rn a tio n a l’s new 
po licy  to ‘be m il ita n t by s tay ing 
a t home’ ?

A nsw er: We don’t  have the 
problem  of scabs lik e  we had in  
tne old days, b u t the m em bership 
should come to  the union office 
and help w in  the s trike . Besides, 
the members should ge t the facts 
fro m  the un ion and not fro m  the 
newspapers and rad io .

DETROIT RACE TENSION 
HEIGHTENED BY MDRDER

By E. Drake
DETROIT, March 19 — The tension of Detroit’s race 

relations reached an explosive point yesterday afternoon 
when a 60-year old Negro, George Jones, was shot to death 
by a w h ite  s tree t car m otorm an, ^
Ray Sandefer fro m  K entucky.

The Negro, a DSR passenger, 
was shot in  the back several 
tim es. W itnesses te s t ify  tha t 
Sandefer de libe ra te ly  em ptied 
his gun in to  the body o f the aged 
Negro as he lay  prone on the 
street.

T h is  cold-blooded m urde r took 
place in the he a rt o f the densely 
populated Negro section o f East 
D e tro it. The news spread like  w ild  
fire  th rough  the com m unity. 
Hundreds o f Negroes gathered a t 
the scene in  a s itua tion  re ­
m in iscent o f the outbreak o f the 
D e tro it r io t  in  1943. Only N egro 
m otorm en could operate s tree t 
ears in  th is  section today.

W itnesses stated th a t leading- 
up to the shooting was an a rg u ­
m ent w h ich began when the 
v ic tim  and his w ife , C lara Jones, 
boarded the car and the m otor- 
man closed the door on M rs. 
Jones’ leg. Sandefer, the m oto r- 
man, cla im s th a t Jones drew  a 
k n ife  on him . How ever the  police 
were unable to  find a k n ife  on 
the person o f tRe sla in man o r in  

1 the street car. U ic iden ta lly  M rs. 
¡Jones is being held in  ja i l  as a 
i police w itness.

This m urder o f a Negro b y  a 
southern w h ite  comes on the 

I heels o f a re p o rt by the M ayo r’s

in te r-ra c ia l com m ittee w h o s e  
chairm an, G e o r g e  Schermer, 
stated th a t D e tro it ’s ra c ia l ten­
sion had reached the r io t  level. 
Recent incidents po in t to  the 
housing s itu a tio n  as one o f the 
basic causes o f the race s itua tion  
in  D e tro it.

B A S IC  CAUSES
In  the la s t few  m onths one 

home has been burned down, 
others stoned, and crosses burned 
on lawns o f Negroes. A l l  th is  is 
pa rt o f the program  to keep 
“ undesirables”  out o f w h ite  
neighborhoods.

The N A A C P  has correc tly  
pointed ou t th a t these K u -K lu xe rs  
from  the so-called “ B e tte r N e igh­
borhood Associations”  are s im p ly  
c a rry in g  ou t the o ffic ia l and 
stated po licy  o f the D e tro it  hous­
in g  commission and the present 
c ity  governm ent.

La s t week Rev. R obert B radby 
was fired from  the housing com­
m ission fo r  opposing the po licy 
o f segregation.

The N A A C P  has made i t  clear 
a t a hearing  before the housing 
commission th a t fu r th e r  rac ia l 
violence w i l l  be placed at the 
door o f the c ity  governm ent, be­
cause th e ir  po licy on housing en­
courages such acts.

Ford Pact Weakens Chrysler, GM Fights
D E TR O IT , M ar. 19 —  Union 

re trea t —  th a t is the m eaning o f 
the revised Ford - U A W  pension 
agreement. The o rig in a l agree­
ment was sold to  the workers on 
the ground tha t Ford would put 
S%c. per hour per w o rke r in to  
a tru s t fund fo r  the next five 
years. The new “ c la rified ”  agree­
ment states th a t Ford must put 
8% c. in to  a tru s t fund  fo r  1950 
— IF  there is no increase in 
federal social secu rity . In  o ther 
words, the union leaders have 
now accepted F o rd ’s position th a t 
no fixed ho u rly  am ount fo r  pen­
sions was ever won o r need be 
contribu ted by the company to 
the tru s t fund.

As Reuther puts it ,  “ A ll  these 
p riva te  pension plans can ju s t 
evaporate as fa r  as we are con­
cerned when we ge t the k ind  o f 
Federal Social S ecu rity  we w a n t.”  
A ll th a t was gained a t Ford  was 
a pension guarantee fo r  the d i f ­
ference between $100 a m onth 
and w ha t the governm ent m ay 
pay.

This being the case, many 
C hrys ler un ion is ts  on s tr ike  two 
months are w ondering  w hy they 
walked out. F o r C hrys ler had 
offe red s im ila r  $100-a-month pen­
sions before the s tr ike , c la im ing  
th is  would cost them  on ly  3c. an 
hour. The union s truck  fo r  10c. 
an hour. C h rys le r w ould rea d ily  
settle  the s tr ik e  on the  basis o f

th e ir  o r ig in a l 3c. o ffe r. F o r o f 
w h a t value are re la ted union 
demands fo r  a tru s t- fu n d  o r p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in pension management 
when the whole fun d  w i l l  d isap­
pear a f te r  Congress passes new 
c Id-age pension laws?

But, un ion is ts  are asking, i f  
U A W  leaders had set no sum-an- 
hour paym ents in  th e ir  Ford 
agreements, w hy did they an­
nounce an SSy^c.-an-hour figu re  to 
the m em bership? An e a rly  edition 
o f the D e tro it Free Press on 
M arch 17 th row s some l ig h t  on 
th is  question: i t  was to help 
Reuther “ sell the p rogram  to the 
w orkers.”  T h is  comment, p rin ted  
w ith o u t source, was le f t  ou t o f 
a ll o the r ed itions. E v iden tly , the 
corporation pe rm itted  the 83^c. 
announcement so th a t Reuther 
m ig h t “ self the program  to the 
w o rkers ”  and the newspapers con­
cealed the shabby deal.

R E A R W A R D  M A R C H
But re trea t on pensions does 

not exhaust the auto leadership’s 
rearw ard m arch. F o r they have 
th row n in  the towel on C hrysler 
contract demands as we ll. A ga in  
not openly. The cover fo r  th is  
is —  a rb itra tio n . Reuther p ro ­
posed se ttlin g  pension issues, 
ending the s trike , ta lk in g  con­
tra c t 30 days la te r, and then 
a rb itra t in g  disputed questions.

A rb itra t io n  was precise ly w hat

Lew is tu rned  down in the coal 
dispute. He would not p e rm it 
“ three s trangers”  to set condi­
tions of w o rk  fo r  m iners. A rb itra ­
tors have always ru led on m a jo r 
disputes in fa v o r o f corporations. 
The ca p ita lis t - m inded college 
professors and law yers  who are 
usua lly  selected as a rb itra to rs  
defend corpora tion ownership. 
And the essence o f th is  ow ner­
ship is to  p e rm it companies to 
set w o rk  standards.

Proposed C hrys le r con tract I 
changes, however, have aroused 
more enthusiasm and zeal than 
pension demands. Even i f  a few  
pennies are won fo r  pensions, 
un ion is ts  know, the present ro tten  
C hrys ler con tract pe rm its  the 
company to recoup them but o f 
the hides o f men th rough  speed­
up. The men know  they w on ’t 
liv e  to be 65 i f  they don’t  have 
decent conditions o f w o rk . To 
propose a rb itra tio n  where such 
issues are a t stake is a callous 
d isregard o f the m em bership’s 
needs.

These union re trea ts  on pension 
and con tract ba ttles make a s tr ike  
a t GM a ll the m ore like ly . F o r a 
corpora tion, seeing a union in 
re tre a t, becomes m ore aggressive 
and deals i t  a ll the harder blows. 
GM, i t  is an open secret, is 
operating- s ix  and seven days a

week to  stockpile in p repa ra tion  
fo r  s tr ike .

B ut why the re trea t on the p a rt 
o f a union once recognized as 
the most pow erfu l in  the country? 
The answer lies in  the “ 6o ft”  
s tra teg y  o f the present leader­
ship. In  the face o f a un ited B ig  
Business a ttack, Reuther con­
ducts a one - at - a - tim e  s tr ik e  
policy. Instead o f u n it in g  a ll Ford. 
C hrys le r and GM w orkers in  a 
jo in t offensive-defensive a lliance ; 
instead o f accepting the $1,000,000 
o tfe r  o f Lew is fo r  assistance; 
instead o f ca lling  upon the o ther 
basic unions fo r  a un ited s tra tegy 
to w in  m utua l demands, Reuther 
sends in  one platoon at a tim e 
to be worn out and demoralized 
by the un ited enemy.

R E U T H E R ’S F A U L T S
I t  is common knowledge th a t 

C hrys ler was w e aring  ou t s t r ik ­
ers in o rder to weaken the 
demands o f union nego tia tors at 
Ford, and th a t Ford nego tia tors 
knew any settlem ent made by 
them would have a d irec t bearing 
on C hrys ler. N e ith e r o ffe red  
more, b u t ra th e r less, than the 
very m in im um  th a t the steel 
w orkers had won ea rlie r.

The second weakness o f R euth­
er lies in  h is  tactics. No p icke t 
lines a t C hrys ler, v ir tu a lly  no 
membership m eetings, no m il i­

tancy and l i t t le  m orale. R euther 
runs on his m e rry  w ay w ith o u t 
m em bership contro l.

T h ird , Reuther re lies on the 
governm ent to w in  demands, and 
evades m ilita n t action. He sets up 
“ c itizens com m ittees”  and seeks 
aid o f governm ent m ediators. He 
does eve ry th in g  b u t re ly  on the 
power o f his en tire  un ion in  
a lliance w ith  o ther unions. He 
gives up tw o -th ird s  o r three- 
quarters  o f hi? demands before a 
s tr ik e  is even called.

To arouse the auto un ion and 
revive its  power o f 1937 when i t  
faced confidently and bo ld ly  the 
combined s treng th  o f auto barons, 
governm ent and scabs, a new 
po licy is  needed. F irs t,  the union 
must in s titu te  in du s try -w ide  ba r­
ga in ing . One o f the  demands on 
C hrys le r and GM m ust be fo r a 
common con tract te rm ina tion  date 
w ith  the Ford  agreement. Such a 
gain would place the union in  a 
s trong  position  fo r  ba rga in ing  
when the Ford agreem ent ex­
pires.

Second, no con tract a rb itra tio n . 
A rb itra tio n  has los t Ford w o rk ­
ers a pa id lunch period, and given 
the company the r ig h t  to set 
production standards a t w ill.  
T h ird , complete re liance on the 
m ilita n c y  o f labor. F ou rth , no 
reliance on governm ent. Agencies 
o f governm ent act on ly  to  weaken 
demands o f workers.




