
Trumanites Back 
Police-State B ill 
In Senate Body

By John G. Wright

In a sudden move the powerful Senate Judiciary Com­
mittee, w ith only a single dissenting vote, reported out a 
new Mundt Sedition Bill, a streamlined version of the 
Mundt-rNixon B il l which died in $--------------------------------------------------
the Senate in  the E ig h tie th  Con­
gress and which aroused a na tion ­
wide storm  o f p ro test.

The m ost s in is te r fea tu re  o f 
the  new a tte m p t to  impose 
though t-con tro l, g u ilt  by associa­
tio n  and a ll the other trapp ings  
o f a police state upon the people 
o f th is  coun try  is the action o f 
the T rum an ite  “ F a ir  Dealers”  on 
the com m ittee who voted in its  
fa v o r and thus cleared the way 
fo r  ja m m ing  i t  th rough  the Sen­
ate in  the course o f the cu rre n t 
session. The lone vote aga inst was 
cast by Sen. Danger (K , N .D .).

O stensib ly aimed a t the Com­
m un is t P a rty , the new M undt 
B i l l  would in re a lity ’ tea r to 
shreds the B il l o f R igh ts  and 
b u ry  the freedom  o f the press, 
speech and a ll o ther elem entary 
c iv il liberties .

I t  would empower the A tto rn e y  
General to  ou tlaw  any organ iza­
t io n  o r group by m ere ly labe ling  
i t  as “ subversive.”  A l l  such o r-

CP Goons Assault 
Meeting in Paris 
On Yugoslavia

A n  organized a ttem p t w a s ' 
made by the French S ta lin is ts  to  
break up a m eeting in P aris  on 
Feb. 24 a t the Palais de la M u- 
tu a lite  where Louis Dalm as, a 
jo u rn a lis t, spoke under the aus­
pices o f the Lenin C irc le  on his 
recent v is it  to  Yugoslavia . There 
were about 300 people in  a ttend­
ance when a group o f some 50 
S ta lin is ts  s ta rted  th e ir  d is rup tive  
tactics. They were qu ick ly  beat- j 
en back by we ll-o rganized defense 
squads and compelled to  leave the 
h a ll. Dalm as then delivered his 
ta lk  on “ Yugoslavia Today.”

The S ta lin is t d a ily  H um an ite  
carried  an account o f the Dalm as 
m ee ting  under the provocative 
cap tion  “ Silence the T ito is ts !”

“ The T ro ts k y is t propagandists 
fo r  the t r a ito r  T ito ,”  fum ed 
TH um anite , “ are de lud ing tlfem - 
selves i f  they th in k  they w il l  be 
able to g lo r ify  w ith  im p u n ity  the 
fasc is t reg im e now ra g in g  in 
Yugoslav ia .”  Then re fe rr in g  to 
the Dalm as m eeting, the H um an­
ite  gangsters boasted o f the pres­
ence o f the “ partisans o f peace”  
in  the h a ll and concluded w ith  the 
th in ly  veiled th re a t th a t i t  would 
no t “ take long ”  before the T ro t­
sky is ts  were made to understand 
th a t the “ French people have no 
love fo r  those who sing eulogies 
to  fascism .”

D u rin g  h is v is it  to Yugoslav ia  
Dalm as in te rv iew ed T ito . F u ll 
te x t  o f th is  in te rv ie w  appears in 
the Jan.-Feb. issue o f F o u rth  In ­
te rn a tio n a l, now on sale.

ganizations, a long w ith  th e ir  
members, would have to reg is te r, 
and thereby be liab le  to  persecu­
tion . F a ilu re  to reg is te r would 
au tom a tica lly  render these o rgan­
iza tions and th e ir  members ou t­
side the law , and equa lly liab le  to 
persecution. A ll m a il and m a te ria l 
issued by “ subversive”  o rgan iza­
tions m ust be labeled as “ com­
m un is t.”  Members o f such o rgan­
iza tions would be denied govern­
m ent jobs, passports and the like.

S W E E P IN G  C LA U S E
One section o f the  M undt B il l 

makes it  u n la w fu l “ fo r any per­
son know ing ly  to combine, con­
spire, o r agree w ith  any person' 
to  pe rfo rm  any act which sub­
s ta n tia lly  con tribu tes to  the es­
tab lishm ent w ith in  the U . S. o f 
a to ta lita r ia n  d ic ta to rsh ip .”  Th is 
sweeping clause would no t on ly 
make tho ugh t con tro l and g u ilt  
by association the established 

. practice. I t  would also ou tlaw  
“ any act”  which is a rb itra rily - 
designated as “ subversive,”  o r 
connected in  any way w ith  the 
propagation o f “ subversive”  
views. E lem entary trade u n io n : 
ac tiv itie s  and N egro strugg les 
would become easy ta rge ts  under 
such a law.

Sen. K ilgo re , one o f the T ru ­
m anites who voted favo ra b ly  fo r  
re p o rtin g  the b ill ou t o f the J u d i­
c ia ry  Com m ittee, has since an­
nounced th a t he views the  b il l as 
a “ dangerous proposal”  th a t 
m ig h t be used “ aga inst labor.”

Sen. K efauver, another T ru ­
m anite, has issued a statem ent 
doub ting the b i l l ’s con s titu tion a l­
i t y  and conceding th a t i t  m ay 
“ v io la te  guarantees o f freedom  
o f the press, speech and in d iv id ­
ual lib e r ty .”  The o ther T rum an­
ites on the com m ittee have re ­
mained mum.

B u t th e ir  action speaks much 
louder than th e ir  silence o r be­
lated “ doubts.”  The re p o rtin g  o f 
the M undt B il l  out o f the com­
m ittee, w ith  the approva l o f the 
T rum an ite  supporters, can on ly 
be construed as an action o f the 
T rum an ad m in is tra tion  its e lf, 
which is appa ren tly  fee lin g  out 
the ground before g iv in g  the go- 
ahead signa l fo r  th is  a ll-o u t as­
sau lt on c iv il r ig h ts  and eventual­
ly  on the organized labor move­
ment itse lf.

The o rig in a l M und t-N ixon  B il l 
fa iled  to  pass because o f the de­
term ined opposition o f labor and 
lib e ra l forces. The coa lition  be-1 
hind the new M undt B i l l  is a fa r j 
more pow erfu l one than was the I 
case in  the E ig h tie th  Congress. [ 
A l l  the more determ ined and sys-1 
tem atic  m ust be the m ob iliza tion  | 
o f labor, libe ra ls  and a ll honest j 
defenders o f c iv il r ig h ts  aga inst; 
th is  la te s t and m ost dangerous as-1 
sault.

TECHNOLOGICAL GAINS  
SWILL ARMY OF JOBLESS

Another sharp rise in unemployment was reported fo r 
February. The Department of Commerce placed the num­
ber of jobless at 4,684,000, or 204,000 above the total in
the previous m onth. T h is  estim ate 
d id  no t include the s tr ik in g  coal 
m iners.

A d m in is tra tio n  spokesmen are 
beg inn ing to  run out o f p lausib le 
explanations. In  January  they 
blamed the weather, the ho lidays 
and the “ norm al lu ll. ” ’ T h is  tim e  
Secre tary o f Commerce Sawyer 
said the rise  in jobless “ appears 
to  be due m a in ly  to  a seasonal 
increase in  the  la bo r fo rce  and 
no t tc  any cutbacks in em ploy­
m ent.”

A  p a rt o f the increase in  jobless 
is unquestionably due to the fac t 
th a t more and m ore youth, leav­
in g  schools and colleges, are un­
able to  find  em ploym ent. Th is 
new d is inherited  generation o f 
the  you th , a rep lica  o f the youth 
in  the T h irtie s , is one o f the 
chronic conditions cha racte ris tic  
o f the ex is ting  s itua tion . B u t an­
o ther and no less im p o rta n t 
chronic condition is the rise  o f 
technolog ical unem ploym ent.

New plants and new equipm ent 
p lus in tensified speed - up have 
been steeply s tepping up produc- 
't io n  —  to the p ro fit o f the cor­
pora tions and a t the expense o f 
the  workers. In  one o f the ra re  
recent stndies o f g row ing  tech­
no log ica l unem ploym ent, the con­
serva tive w eekly Business Week, 
M arch 4, concludes th a t the rise 
in  p ro d u c tiv ity  las t year was 
“ spectacular.”

I t  reports  a m idw est m anu­
fa c tu re r as hav ing  gained 15% to  
20% in ou tpu t per man. “ A no ther 
ended 1949 w ith  em ploym ent 1,- 
600 under 1948 and sales volume 
S10-m)llion h ighe r —  about a 10% 
s h if t  each w ay.”  S im ila r  reports

come not on ly fro m  in d u s try  bu t 
also ag ricu ltu re .

M anufacture rs agree th a t the 
pressure o f the “ lpose labor 
m arke t”  (rea d : g row ing  unem ­
p loym ent) has aided them g re a tly  
in  “ g e ttin g  the same production 
fo r  a lo t less m an-hours now”  
(re a d : speed-up). They are also 
alm ost unanim ous that, “ p ro du c ti­
v ity  w i l l  keep on im p rov in g  in 
1950 and 1951. . . A ga in  i t  w ill 
take few er w orkers to  tu rn  out 
the volume o f goods and services.”

Business Week estim ates tha t 
la s t year i t  took “ 3% fe w e r w o rk ­
ers to produce”  p ra c tica lly  the 
same ou tpu t as the yea r before. 
The actual drop in  jobs is  obv i­
ously fa r  g re a te r than  3% as in ­
dicated by the sharp increases in  
p ro d u c tiv ity . Business W eek d is­
misses the cu rre n t s itua tion  as 
“ no th in g  serious.”  “ O n ly 7% o f 
the^ labo r force was ou t o f w o rk  
in January  —  some 4.5 m illio n  
people.”  B u t i t  concedes th a t 
there are some “ dangerous”  ele­
ments in the  trend.

Leaving a ll the o ther factors 
aside, the perm anent a rm y  o f u ih  

I employed is now being expanded 
on the one side by  the in a b ility  
o f A m erican cap ita lism  to l i f t  
production enough to  absorb the 
g ro w in g  la bo r force, leav ing  m il­
lions o f you th  w ith  no prospect o f 
jobs: and on the other side, by the 
constant ra tio na liza tion  o f p ro ­
duction w h ich requires few e r and 

jfew er w orkers to  achieve the same 
and even b igg e r ou tpu t, d r iv in g  
w orkers by  the hundreds o f tho u ­
sands in to  the streets. And th is, 
under conditions o f “ p rospe rity .”
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Lewis Urges “Mutual Aid” 
Pact for Defense of Strikes

Bridges Trial Informer 
Got OK of CIO Leaders

M ervyn  Rathborne, a ch ie f gov­
ernm ent stoolpigeon against CIO 
Longshorem en’s President H a rry  
Bridges in  the la tte r ’s p e rju ry - 
conspiracy tr ia l,  testified la s t 
week th a t he was acting  as an 
in fo rm e r w ith  the blessings o f 
top CIO  leaders, inc lud ing  P h ilip  
M u rra y , James Carey and Joseph 
Curran.

Rathborne, ex - S ta lin is t and 
fo rm e r secre ta ry-treasu re r o f the 
C a lifo rn ia  CIO Council, declared 
on the w itness stand under cross- 
exam ination th a t he had consulted 
the CIO leaders and secured th e ir  
ta c it  or open approval before 
accepting the the n -A tto rne y  Gen­
era l Tom C la rk ’s in v ita tio n  to 
te s t ify  fo r  the governm ent 
aga inst Bridges.

The governm ent had (made re ­
peated unsuccessful a ttem pts  to 
d e p o r t  the A us tra lia n  - born 
Bridges as an alleged member o f 
the Com m unist P a rty . He is now 
beity? tr ie d  on a p e r ju ry  charge 
fo r  a lleged ly fa lse ly  sw earing he 
had never belonged to  the Com­
m un is t P a rty  when he received 
na tu ra liza tio n  papers in  1945. 
The la tes t move to v ic tim ize  him  
arose la s t yea r du rin g  the 
H aw aiian  dock s tr ik e  led by his 
union.

No denial o f Rathborne’s ad­
missions has come from  o ffic ia l 
CIO sources and the CIO  News 
makes no m ention o f them. 
Bridges was a member o f the 
CIO N a tiona l Executive Board a t 
the tim e, in October 1948, fcvhen 
Rathborne states he g o t the OK 
to ra t on Bridges.

Rathborne re lated an in te rv iew  
he had had w ith  C la rk , now a 
U.S. Supreme C ourt jus tice , and 
C la rk ’s s ta tem ent th a t “ they 
wanted to  remove the in fluence 
o f M r. B ridges and others from  
the labor movem ent.”  Because the 
CIO had defended Bridges in  the 
previous fram e-up  attem pts, R ath- 
borne decided to get M u rra y ’s 
views before agree ing to  te s tify .

C A R E Y ’S S IG N A L
He v is ited the C IO  headquarters 

in W ashington and in the absence 
o f M urra y  discussed the m a tte r 
w ith  S ecre tary-Treasurer Carey. 
“ Carey said, as fa r  as he was con­
cerned, i f  the proceedings were 
conducted properly , he wouldn’t 
consider i t  an a ttack  against the 
C IO ,”  Rathborne said. La te r 
Carey to ld  him  on the phone that 

! he took the m a tte r up w ith  
'M u rra y , who “ expressed no op- 
I position at a ll, th a t he wasn’t  fo r

it ,  but d idn ’t '  oppose i t . ”  Carey 
then to ld  Rathborne th a t he 
thought i t  was “ a ll r ig h t  to 
fo llow  M r. C la rk ’s advice.”

Rathborne also consulted Joseph 
C urran, head o f the CIO  N a tiona l 
M aritim e  U nion. “ W ell, w ha t did 
Joe Curran do, te ll you to  do a ll 
you could to ge t h im  (B ridges) ?”  
the defense law yer asked. R a th ­
borne denied th is . “ In  any event, 
he gave the un de rtak ing  his 
b less ing?”  was the next question. 
Rathborne tes tifie d : “ Yes, he d id .”

F IT S  IN T O  CIO  PUR G E
R athborne’s tes tim ony is the 

f irs t  d irec t evidence th a t the CIO 
Raders have aided and encouraged 
the w itch  - h u n t prosecution o f 
Bridges. T h is  fits  in to  th e ir  own 
cam paign to  purge the S ta lin is ts  
and o ther opponents o f M u rra y ’s 
p o lit ic a l polic ies fro m  the CIO.

M urra y  had defended Bridges 
du rin g  the w ar, when the U.S. 
S tale Departm ent and the K rem lin  
were in  th e ir  honeymoon. That 
was $hen the m ain a c tiv ity  o f 
the S ta lin is ts  in  the unions was 
breaking s trikes  and pushing the 
speed-up. The S ta lin is ts  were no 
be tte r then, than now. B u t the 
State D epartm ent’s line  has 
changed, and so has M u rra y ’s.

Chief Lesson of Mine Fight -- 
Need of Joint Labor Action

AN EDITORIAL

Thanks to their extraordinary discipline, courage and 
endurance, the coal miners have succeeded in flinging back 
the combined assault of the mine owners, the Big Business 
class and its government. We cannot commend the miners 
too highly for their inspiring fight.

But we are mindful, at the same time, of how much 
sacrifice and suffering the miners and the ir families had 
to go through in the ir long nine-month struggle and how 
close they came to defeat because they had to confront a 
host of enemies alone.

Had the rest of organized labor responded with time­
ly all-out supporting action and material aid, the miners 
would have won a speedy and even more decisive victory. 
And what is more, the labor movement could have used 
the.miners’ battle as a springboard for a giant counter-of­
fensive against the Taft-Hartley Act.

I f  this tremendous class battle teaches one lesson 
above all others, i t  is the need fo r all labor unions to join 
unitedly in defense of any section of labor that is under 
attack from the common enemy.

H oiv to Answ er Boss S tra te g y
That is the lesson which John L. Lewis has correctly 

drawn. In returning a half-million dollar relief check that 
the CIO Steel Workers had sent the United Mine Workers, 
but which the UMW could not us«̂  because of the terms of 
Truman’s Taft-Hartley injunction, Lewis proposed to Philip 
Murray that their two organizations negotiate “a mutual 
aid pact for common defense, wherein the assets of both 
organizations, or a stipulated part thereof, would be made 
available, each to the other, under emergent conditions.”

He fu rther proposed to consider “ the possible admis­
sion of certain other unions that m ight wish to enjoy the 
advantage of such a protective arrangement.”

To ju s tify  his proposal, Lewis explained that “ the idea 
seems increasingly prevalent in industrial and financial 
circles that our great industrial unions should be attacked 
and crippled one by one. This idea should be knocked in 
the head.”  On this, we agree w ith  Lewis 100%.

A  Congress o f Labor Is  Needed
I f  we have any criticism of Lewis’s proposal to imple­

ment this, i t  is that his plan is too limited as to aims and 
means. Labor must speedily formulate a program fo r jo in t 
action not only to pool financial resources for mutual aid 
in strikes, but to combine for m ilitant mass action against 
the Taft-Hartley Act and on every other v ita l issue facing 
the working people.

We hail Lewis’s proposal as a forward-looking step. 
And we urge that he initiate a call for a National Congress 
of Labor, including all bona-fide unions, to lay the.basis 
for a united defense of the labor movement and an ag­
gressive nation-wide fight against the Taft-Hartley Act.

No doubt, the other top labor officials w ill hem and 
haw. They are more anxious to collaborate w ith the cor­
porations and Truman than to strengthen labor for real 
battle. But the union ranks everywhere w ill appreciate 
the need for unified action in labor’s defense. I t  is up to 
them to take the in itia tive in pushing the program fo r a 

I National Congress of Labor.

Lilienthal Rants a t Scientists Telling Truth

MINERS WIN 
VICTORY BY 
MILITANCY

By Art Preis

The militant soft coal min­
ers once more have proved 
there is no substitute for
f ig h tin g  mass action to  w in  gains 
fo r  labor. By re liance on th e ir  own 
organized s treng th  aga ins t the 
combined powers o f the s tr ik e ­
breaking governm ent and the coal 
operators, the  m iners have won 
one o f A m erican  la bo r’s greatest 
victories.

T h e ir tr iu m p h  is tw o -fo ld . They 
smashed th rou gh  the wage-freeze 
“ p a tte rn ”  w h ich T rum an  a tte m p t­
ed to impose on the basis o f the 
fo rm u la  cooked-up’ by h is steel 
“ fa c t- f in d in g ”  board la s t Septem­
ber and w h ich  was accepted by  
P h ilip  M u rra y  and W a lte r Reu- 
the r fo r  the CIO  steel and auto 
w orkers. A nd  the y  dea lt a dam ­
ag ing  b low  to the T a ft-H a r t le y  
A c t w ith  th e ir  bold and successful 
defiance o f T rum an ’s in jun c tion .

E F F E C T  ON LA B O R
The m iners ’ exam ple m ay w e ll 

insp ire  a new upsurge in  the class 
s trugg le , a fte r  the  a lm ost steady 
succession o f re trea ts  led by the  
top union leaders since passage o f 
the  T a ft-H a rt le y  Law  in  June 
1947. I t  w i l l  undoubtedly hearten 

"OW-Chrysler s tr ik e rs  and spu r the  
General M otors w orkers to  a more 
aggressive f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  new 
demands. The m iners have shown 
the kind o f methods th a t w i l l  w in  
and the k ind  o f demands th a t can 
be won.

The c a p ita lis t press, n a tu ra lly , 
is t ry in g  to  b e litt le  the rea l scope 
o f the  m iners ’ tr iu m p h . The 
mouthpieces o f B ig  Business are 
p la y in g  up the g re a t sacrifices 
w h ich the m iners had to  m ake in  
th e ir  long  strugg le , p a r tic u la r ly  
th e ir  loss in  wages. B u t these 
losses —  la rge  as they undoubted­
ly  were —  do n o t compare w ith  
w ha t the m iners would have los t 
i f  the T rum an  ad m in is tra tio n  and 
the opera tors had succeeded in  
th e ir  conspiracy to  break the  
U n ited  M ine W orkers.

M oreover, as the M arch 5 N . 
Y . T im es g ru d g in g ly  concedes, “ a 
good b it  o f the lo s t tim e  w il l  be 
made up”  and “ a coal s tr ik e  is 
d iffe re n t from  a lm ost every o ther 
k ind  o f s tr ik e  because much o f 
the elapsed tim e  would have been 
lo s t anyw ay”  since the m iners 
no rm a lly  average on ly  about 200 
days’ w o rk  a year.

S U B S T A N T IA L  G A IN S
B u t the m iners won substan tia l 

ga ins —  in  fa c t, about th ree tim es 
as much as M u rra y  accepted fo r  

j the steel w orkers la s t fa l l  and 
Reuther agreed to  in  the F o rd  
settlem ent. F ir s t  o f a ll, the  m in ­
ers g o t a 70-cent a day wage in ­
crease, despite T rum an ’s steel 
“ fa c t- f in d in g ”  wage-freeze. They 
go t another 10-cent a ton increase 
in th e ir  w e lfa re  and pension fund , 
b r in g in g  i t  to  30 cents to ta l. The 
“ package”  ra ise to ta ls  between 
18 and 20 cents an hour —  h ig h ­
er than the CIO  unions won even 
in th e ir  “ f irs t- ro u n d ”  settlem ents 
o f 1946.

By Ruth Johnson
David E. L ilie n th a l, fo rm er 

head o f the A tom ic  E nergy Com­
mission and w ide ly  touted as a 
libe ra l, has jo ined the pack o f 
reactionary hounds baying a t the 
scientists who dare to  te ll the 
tru th  about the Hell-Bom b.

On M arch 1 L ilie n th a l pu b lic ly  
assailed fo u r  w o rld  famous" atom ic 
physic ists who had warned th a t 
the hydrogen bomb m ay w ipe out 
a ll l i fe  on earth . These men, Dr. 
Leo S z ila rd  and D r -  H arrison  
B ro w r o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f C h i­
cago, D r. F rede rick  Seitz o f the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f I llin o is , and D r. 
Hans A . Bethe o f Corne ll U n iv e r­
s ity , are no fa n c ifu l a la rm is ts . A ll 
p layed a key ro le  in  developing the 
atom ic bomb. T h e ir w a rn in g  to ­
day grows out o f the b it te r  
rea liza tion  th a t no one can w in 
an H -Bom b w ar.

L ilie n th a l a ttacks the scientists 
as “ some o f the more flam boyan t 
o f the scare - the - dopes school.”

He accuses them o f “ w a llow ing  in 
the hazards o f atom ic w a rfa re ,”  
and f in a lly  o f p lay in g  in to  the 
hands o f the K rem lin .

O nly a few  weeks ago, i t  was 
w h ite  - suprem acist R ankin who 
howled against A lb e r t E inste in , 
de fam ing him  as an “ old fake r,”  
as a man “ s im p ly  ca rry in g  out 
the Com m unist line ,”  when E in ­
stein warned th a t the H e ll-Bom b 
could mean to ta l ann ih ila tion . 
Now i t  is  clear w hy the libe ra ls  
made no ou tc ry  against R ankin ’s 
slanderous f ilth .  They were w a it ­
ing  on ly to th row  the second stone 
a t the honest men o f science.

F la g ra n tly  d is to rtin g  the s ta te ­
ments o f the fo u r  scientists, 
L ilie n th a l accuses them  o f “ spec­
u la tin g  on how to  w ipe ou t the 
earth .”  S arcastica lly  he continues, 
“ These fine m inds came up w ith  
th is  fine con tribu tion  —  to tra n s ­
p lan t th ir t y  to  s ix ty  m illio n  peo­
ple . . . th is  is a lo t  o f h igh  in ­
te llec tua l nonsense. I t  can’t  be 
done. I t  won’t  be done.”

The fo u r  scientists, in  a jo in t  
discussion over the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
Chicago Round Table rad io  p ro ­
gram , had pointed ou t th a t one 
H-Bom b can destroy, by  b las t and 
flam e alone, any g rea t c ity  on the 
globe, inc lud ing  New Y o rk . F o r 
th is  reason, they said, the govern­
m ent ought, to  consider defensive 
measures and organize a vast 
m ig ra tion  o f in d u s try  and popula­
tion  in to  the in te r io r  o f the 
coun try  i f  i t  bu ilds the H-Bomb. 
They were perhaps naive to th in k  
the m il ita ry  m ind would consider 
the coastal popu la tion  w o rth  
saving. L ilie n th a l, w ith  supreme 
contem pt fo r  human life , cyn­
ic a lly  says “ I t  won’t  be done.”  

A c tu a lly , however, the fo u r ex­
perts in  atom ic physics held out 
no hope th a t even such a vast 
movement o f peoples would be 
e ffec tive . “ The dispersal would be 
o f no help at a ll against the 
e ffects o f ra d io a c tiv ity ”  when 
more pow erfu l H-Bombs are b u ilt, 
they emphasized.

The present H -Bom b now under 
construction would no t destroy a ll 
li fe  “ unless a g re a t m any hydrogen 
bombs were exploded,”  they be­
lieve. B u t, they expla ined, i t  is 
e n tire ly  feasib le to use a fa r  more 
h ig h ly  rad ioactive  substance lik e  
cobalt, w h ich, when released by 
the super-bomb, would “ g ra d ­
u a lly  se ttle  ou t and cover the 
whole earth  w ith  dust.”

W ith  such ra d io -a c tiv ity  no na­
tion  could exte rm ina te  another 
w ith o u t com m ittin g  suicide.

“ We are faced w ith  the possible 
iron ica l conclusion,”  D r. B row n 
declared, “ th a t in  th is  respect i t  
becomes easier to k i l l  a ll the peo­
ple i i i  the w orld  than ju s t a pa rt 
o f them .”

T H E Y  F E A R  T H E  T R U T H
W hy should a lib e ra l ca p ita lis t 

like  L ilie n th a l f ro th  a t the m outh 
when such p la in  tru th s  are to ld  ? 
W hy should he label th is  sober 
v /a rn ing  as “ the e x trava ga n t and

sensational p ic tu r in g  o f the 
ho rro rs  o f a tom ic w a rfa re ? ”

The reason is th a t L ilie n th a l is 
com ple te ly devoted to  cap ita lism , 
v/h ich can on ly  e x is t by w orld  
dom ination.

“ W ha t good comes fro m  the ex­
tra va g a n t and sensational p ic tu r­
in g  o f the  ho rro rs  o f atom w a r­
fa re ? ”  he asked. No good a t a ll, 
he answers, because i t  does not 
“ serve the purpose o f scaring the 
ru le rs  o f Russia,”  who are not 
“ fr ig h te n e d  by w ord  p ic tu res.”  
And since he believes th a t te llin g  
the t ru th  does no t serve th is  p u r­
pose, he wants i t  suppressed and 
those who t r y  to  te ll i t  v ilif ie d .

The ca p ita lis t class —  fro m  the 
fou l-m outhed R ankin  to  slander- 
spewing libe ra ls  lik e  L ilie n th a l —  
wants to  m in im ize  the  te rr ib le  
fa te  w h ich they  have prepared 
to r  the whole w orld . They are 
a fra id  th a t when the people learn  
the fu l l  t ru th  about th is  fa te , 
they w i l l  ac t to  p u t an end to the 
c a p ita lis t m is ru le  o f society.

M oreover, the U n ited  M ine 
W orkers  has re ta ined the sub­
stance o f m ost o f the  con tra c t 
clauses which the  opera tors —  
aided by the “ u n fa ir  labor p rac­
tices”  in ju n c tio n  secured by T ru ­
m an’s N L R B  General Counsel 

(Continued on page 2)

N. Y. Witch-Hunt 
Law Revalidated

F u rth e r p roo f th a t the courts 
cannot be depended on to 
defend c iv il r ig h ts  was given 
on M arch 8 when the A p ­
pe lla te D iv is ion , T h ird  D e pa rt­
ment, o f the New  Y o rk  state 
eourts reversed a previous find ­
in g  o f S tate Supreme C ourt 
Justice H a rry  E. S ch irick  and 
upheld the “ c o n s titu tio n a lity ”  
o f the Fe inberg Law . T h is  law , 
enacted las t year by the state 
leg is la tu re , provides fo r  a 
purge o f “ subversive”  school 
teachers.



THE ndutaht Monday, March 13, 1950Page Two

European Notebook

Stalinism and Its 
New 'Third Period'

By Ernest Germain

Lewis’ Weak Point - -  Politics
“ The th ird  period o f blunders 

o f the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l”  
—  tha t was how Leon T ro tsky  
characterized tw en ty  years ago 
the u ltra - le f t is t  and adven tu ris tic  
line  adopted by the 10th plenum 
o f the E xecu tive Com m ittee o f 
the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l. A  
th ird  period o f post-w ar crim es 
by the S ta lin is t leadership —  th a t 
is how we can today characterize 
the adven tu ris tic  line  adopted by 
the Com m unist P arties o f W est­
ern Europe fo llo w in g  the defeat 
o f the broad mass movements of 
1948 (genera l m iners ’ s tr ik e  in 
France, general s tr ik e  in  I ta ly  oh 
J u ly  14, 1948).

In  1944-45, when the mass 
movements in  W estern Europe 
had reached th e ir  peak; when the 
bourgeoisie was stripped o f al! 
repressive police powers and eco­
nom ic S trength ; when state power 
was w ith in  reach o f armed w o rk ­
ers in  m any countries —  Thorez 
and 'T o g lia t t i expla ined th a t con­
d itions were no t r ip e  fo r  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  strugg le . I t  was f irs t  
necessary to  “ reb u ild ”  the (bo u r­
geois) state, to  resume production 
( fo r  the  c a p ita lis ts ), to defend 
(bourgeois) democracy.

Today, thanks to  the S ta lin is t 
be traya l, the bourgeoisies o f 
W estern  Europe again have a 
solid state apparatus a t th e ir 
command. As a re s u lt o f the aid 
received fro m  th e ir  Am erican 
uncle, th e ir  co ffe rs  arc  once again 
fille d  w ith  huge p ro fits . The 
w orkers  are d isoriented, divided, 
discouraged. The p e tty  bourge­
oisie, again disappointed by the 
labo r movem ent, fo llow s  dema­
gogues lik e  de Gaulle o r parties 
d ire c tly  tied  to  the s tr in g s  of 
Big- Business, such as the C atholic 
pa rties . Dem ocratic r ig h ts , above 
a ll the  r ig h t  to  s trike , are in  
serious danger.

T H E  “ Z H D A N O V  L IN E ”
Such’ is  the moment chosen by 

the m aster - s tra teg is ts  o f the 
C om info rm  to  procla im  po litica l 
s trikes , to  th ro w  the vanguard 
w orkers in  sm all un its  against 
m otorized police armed to  the 
teeth, to put on the agenda a 
po licy o f “ permanent o ffen s ive !”  
Is  i t  any wonder tha t in  these 
circum stances m any Communist 
m ilita n ts  are opening th e ir  eyes 
to  the absurd ity  o f such tactics, 
and th a t fo r  the firs t tim e  in  a 
long w h ile  there again exist or 
ganized opposition groups inside 
many CP’s?

The th ird  period o f post-w ar 
crim es by the S ta lin is t leadership 
has its  theore tica l basis in  the 
“ Zhdanov line .”  In  h is main rep o rt 
to the f irs t  conference o f the 
C om inform , Zhdanov cha racte riz ­
ed our epoch as an epoch o f con­
tinuous s trugg le  between “ the 
camp o f the forces o f peace, led 
b y  the Soviet U n ion ”  and the 
“ camp o f the im p e ria lis t w a r­
m ongers.”  He concluded th a t the 
w arm ongers would lose out as the 
camp o f the forces o f peace grew  
con tinu a lly  s tronger. Th is idea 
was never absent fro m  a single 
issue o f the b iza rre  jo u rn a l o f 
the C om inform , w h ich has suc­
ceeded in  d is t i ll in g  the q u in ­
tessence o f the monotonous S ta l­
in is t sty le.

R ID IC U LO U S  C L A IM S
“ The peace fro n t grows s tronger 

from  day to  day”  —  the CP of 
N orw ay, hav ing  lost a ll its  13 
seats in  P arliam ent, sp lit in  two

factions (o r ra the r, cliques) f ig h t­
ing  one another fierce ly , prone 
lo  police provocations, never­
theless chants th is  slogan proud ly 
to its  d im in ish ing  num ber o f 
listeners. “ The forces o f peace 
make steady progress,”  the 
Danish CP shouts from  the ro o f­
tops a t the ve ry  m om ent when i t  
has lost fo r  the f irs t  tim e in 
decades the leadership o f the 
S ailo rs ’ U n ion, key un ion in  the 
coun try . “ We m arch from  v ic to ry  
to v ic to ry ,”  the B e lg ian CP 
a ffirm s  no less reso lu te ly  a t a 
tim e when its  o rgan iza tion , re ­
duced to  skeleton size, sees its  
trade union in fluence, which im ­
m ediate ly fo llo w in g  the “ lib e ra ­
t io n ”  was preponderant in  the 
country, reduced to  zero.

De Gasperi’s police can get 
a w a y ' w ith  m u rd e rin g  workers 
and poor peasants. T o g lia tt i ex­
pla ins th a t th is  m ere ly  proves how 
increasing ly fe a rfu l the w ar 
mongers are o f the g row ing  
power o f the masses. The P aris 
stock m arke t succeeds again, as 
in the good old days o f the T h ird  
Republic, in m ak ing  and breaking 
governm ents, even in  fo rc in g  the 
re fo rm is ts  ou t o f power. “ The 
Cabinet crises,”  p r o c l a i m s  
Hum anite, p e rfe c tly  satisfied w ith  
the s itua tion , “ trans la te  the ever 
g row ing  pressure o f the popu lar 
masses.”

“ Since th is  pressure is always 
g row ing  stronger, the s trugg le  
can be lifte d  to a s t i l l  h igh e r level. 
The im m ediate demands m ust be 
linked to  the s trugg le  fo r  peace 
and fo r  a governm ent o f demo­
cra tic  u n ity .”  (T h a t is, economic 
s trikes are to  be transfo rm ed 
in to  sem i-insu rrec tionary  po litica l 
strikes.) Here we have the curren t 
S ta lin is t line  in  W estern Europe 
Its  log ic is impeccable, i t  is the 
logic o f blindness and be trayal. 
A c tua lly , the Zhdanov lin e -ru n s  
counter, m ore and more, to  the 
re a lity  o f the em ployers’ o ffen 
sive, to  the lockouts and unem ­
ploym ent.

D ISASTR O U S E F FE C TS  
I t  (bus becomes each day a 

li t t le  more d iff ic u lt to re forge the 
u n ity  o f the pro le ta rian  fro n t, 
even in  the s trugg le  fo r  im ­
mediate economic demands. To 
launch po litica l s trugg les at such 
a stage is the surest way to  iso late 
the vanguard fro m  the masses, 
the organized w orkers from  those 
workers who tu rn  th e ir back on 
a ll organ izations. And to  launch 
s u c h  battles in u ltim at-is tic  
fashion, around slogans re fle c ting  
solely the needs o f the K rem lin  
and not the im m ediate concerns 
o f the w orkers is to sow confusion 
and disorder even among those 
workers who s t i l l  fo llo w  the CP, 
constantly  increasing the number 
o f those d ropp ing out o f a c tiv ity .

T h a t is w h a t exp la ins the 
p i t ’fu l fa ilu re  o f “ the ba ttle  o f the 
po rts ,”  unleashed several months 
ago by the S ta lin is ts  in  W estern 
Europe. Longshoremen and sea­
men, even though they comprise 
the trade  union organ izations 
m ost f irm ly  contro lled by the S ta l­
in is t machine, did no t obey the 
order to s tr ik e  aga inst un loading 
o f N o rth  A tla n tic  Pact arms. 
W ith  (he exception o f some Ita lia n  
ports, such as Genoa and Leg­
horn, on ly a m in o r ity  o f w orkers

men on Feb. 17 involved less than 
50% o f the w orkers in  the ven­
ture.

R E A D Y  TO S TRUG G LE 
Y et the w orkers o f W estern 

Europe are prepared to  s trugg le  
whenever they fee l th a t the ac­
tions involved serve th e ir  own in ­
terests. The French general s tr ike  
called by a ll the trade un ion fed ­
erations la s t Novem ber was an 
unquestioned success. Everyw here 
th a t the un ited f ro n t  was e ffec­
t iv e ly  p u t in  fo rce  among a ll 
w orkers, the s trikes succeeded en­
t ire ly . No cause was so popu lar 
among the vanguard  dock w o rk ­
ers in  po rts  like  Rotterdam , 
A n tw e rp , D u n k irk  —  in  general 
to the le f t  Of S ta lin ism  —  than 
the re fusa l to unload any arm3 
whatever, to  engage in  active 
s trugg le  against a ll w a r p repa ra­
tions.

B u t fa r  from  try in g , wherever 
possible and w ith  a ll those who 
are ready to  s trugg le , to  b ring  
about a broad united fro n t o f a ll 
w orkers, the S ta lin is t ch ie fs o f 
the new th ird  period deepen d a ily  
the d iv is ions and dissensions 
among the w orkers. I t  is not 
enough fo r  them to label the 
re fo rm is t leaders as “ agents of 
the warm ongers”  and to  ra tt le  
the bones o f the o r ig in a l T h ird  
Period by advancing the slogan, 
“ the SFIO  [S ocia l-D em ocra tsI is 
lh» same as the R PF (G a u llis ts ), 
B lum is the same as de Gaulle.”  
They find i t  also necessary to 
expel, sp ilt, iso late th e ir  own 
unions!

B U R E A U C R A T IC  M ETH O D S
In  M arse illes, the S ta lin is t CGT 

leaders recently' expelled fro m  the 
CG I' a ll the longshoremen o f a 
union who did no t take p a r t in  a 
s tr ike  called aga inst the un load­
ing o f arm s shipments. In  
Ho lland, the heads o f a S ta lin is t 
trade union body replaced in 
bureaucra tic  fash ion the leader­
ship o f a seamen’s union w ith  
th e ir own hand - picked stooges, 
thus r is k in g  the expulsion o f the 
whole union fro m  the centra l 
body. In  Rotterdam , they set up a 
“ Com m ittee fo r  Peace”  whose 
sole task is to wage w a r aga inst 
independent and T ro ts k y is t trade 
un ionists. In  B elg ium , the S ta lin ­
ists handed the m iners the slogan 
to  “ boyco tt”  the elections fo r  shop 
com m ittees ( th a t is, not to vote 
fo r  union candidates, aga inst the 
em ployers’ agents). And so on 
and so fo rth .

The sectarian ism , adventurism  
and u ltra - le ft is m , tha t charac­
terize  the present line  o f the S ta l­
in is t leaders is occasionally com­
bined w ith  rem nants o f opportun­
ism, always spiced w ith  the na­
tiona lism  th a t has become an 
indispensable ingredient, in  a ll 
S ta lin is t dishes. Thus, in W est­
ern Germ any the new heroes o f 
the th ird  period denounced the 
re fo rm is t leader Schumacher as 
a “ N azi-A m erican agent.”

A t  the same tim e, they appeal 
to  the rea l N azis to  jo in  w ith  
them in the “ N a tiona l F ro n t”  and 
they make agreements fro m  tim e 
to tim e, on a local level, fo r  elec­
to ra l deals w ith  the Social Demo­
crats, deals w h ich are the w o rs t 
examples o f a “ un ited f ro n t  ex­
clus ive ly  fro m  above.”  Here even 
the log ic o f be traya l is  lacking.

By Joseph Keller
Joltn L. Lewis shows his s trong  

side in the conduct o f union s tru g ­
gles fo r  m iners’ wages, and w o rk ­
in g  conditions. He is aggressive, 
fearless and a m aster s tr ike  
tac tic ian . In  th is  sphere, he stands 
head and shoulders above a ll other 
top labor leaders in  Am erica to ­
day.

B u t when i t  comes to more 
fundam ental problem s o f the 
m iners and Am erican labor gen­
e ra lly  —  the problem s o f unem­
ploym ent and in secu rity  —  he 
d isp lays a fa ta l weakness. He 
has no rea l grasp o f the nature 
o f cap ita lis t economy and hence 
no effective, p rogram  fo r  solution 
o f the long-range problem s i t  
poses.

T h is  is expressed in liis  a ttitu d e  
tow ard po litics  and the question 
o f labo r’s p o litica l a c tiv ity . Here 
Lewis reveals a backwardness, an 
actual ignorance, tha t is  t ru ly  
astounding in a man o f his 
capacities and long experience in 
the labor movement.

This grave lim ita t io n  is em­
phasized in h is in te rv ie w  w ith  
A r th u r  K rock, p o lit ic a l co lum nist 
o f the N . Y . Times, published in 
the M arch 3 issue. Lew is answer­
ed a num ber o f questions re la tin g  
to the m iners and Am erican labor. 
The one o f broadest in te res t con­
cerned h is a ttitu d e  tow ard  the 
fo rm a tio n  o f an independent labor 
p a rty  in th is  country.

L E W IS ’ A N S W E R  
K rock asked Lew is : “ W ith  the 

B ritish  example in m ind, do you 
s l i l l  oppose the fo rm ation  of 
Am erican labor in to  a po litica l 
p a r ly ? ”  Lew is rep lied :

“ L e t us begin w ith  the example 
o f Great B r ita in . The population

JO H N  L. LE W IS

stead o f the economic approach 
to na tiona l problems. The resu lt 
is what you see. In  1948 Am erican 
m iners took out approx im ate ly  
000,000,000 tons. B r it is h  m iners 
took out less than 200,600,000 
tons. And in  th is  country the 
m in ing  force was 404,000 and in 
B r ita in  i t  was 736,000. The U M W  
has been g re a tly  responsible fo r  
the methods employed in the in ­
dus try  and its  modern equipm ent.”  

I t  is d if f ic u lt  to  find  a path 
th rough th is  ju n g le  o f reasoning. 
I f  i t  means an y th in g  a t a ll, i t  
means tha t B r it is h  labo r has not 
benefited by bu ild ing  its  own 
p a rty  and tha t the re  is some con­
nection between the fa c t th a t 
B r it is h  labor b u ilt  a class p a rty  
and th a t B r it is h  cap ita lism  ran 
the coal in du s try  in to  the ground.
And, on the o ther hand, because 

there is s it t in g  on a coal deposit'] Am erican labo r has no t b u ilt  a
which, i f  taken fro m  the earth by 
modern methods, would solve the 
economic problem  o f the B rit is h . 
B u t f ir s t  B r it is h  management 
made the m istake o f le tt in g  
obsolescence weaken the industry . 
A nd then B r it is h  labor made the 
m istake o f becoming a po litica l 
p a r ty  and us ing the p o litica l in ­

pa rty  o f its  own, the Am erican 
m ine is  arc tu rn in g  ou t three 
tim es m ore production than the 
B ritish , w ith  l i t t le  more than h a lf 
the workers. Lew is ’ premises are 
as confused as his conclusions.

T h is  may be an argum ent fo r  
m aking the coal operators in  
Am erica riche r by cu ttin g  down

*  labor costs and speeding up p ro­
duction, but it  sure ly  is not an 
a igum ent fo r  sa feguard ing the 
jobs o f Am erican m iners. Least 
o f a ll is it an argum ent fo r  
lim it in g  the Am erican labor s tru g ­
gle to the s tr ic t ly  economic 
sphere.

W H A T  E FFEC TS?
Ilo w  have the A m erican m iners 

been made more secure, how have 
they benefited in  any fundam ental 
w ay by the fa c t th a t since 1929 
the ra tio n a liza tio n  and m echaniza­
tion  introduced by the coal 
operators, p a r tic u la r ly  the sub­
sid iaries o f the b ig  steel corpora­
tions, have cut the  num ber o f em­
ployed s o ft coal m iners from  more 
than 700,000 to 370,000? And 
what perm anent secu rity  and 
decent liv in g  standards do these 
370,000 now have, in  sp ite  o f 
h igher wage rates and other 
benefits won By th e ir  great 
s trikes?

Lew is h im se lf indicated th is  in 
answer to another question asked 
by K rock. He said th a t the m iners 
laugh when they read ed ito ria ls  
about how much pay Lew is has 
cost them  th rough  strikes. “ They 
laugh because they know these 
th ings : T ha t about 200 work-days 
per year is m axim um  in  the in ­
dus try  and th a t the tim e  spent in 
s trikes would be id le tim e any­
way. T h a t is h is to ry , and i t  w ill 
be the .same in 1949-1950 when 
th is  s trike  is settled.”

T h is  is the crux o f the ques­
tion . Under cap ita lism , in  the 
boom year 1948, the Am erican 
m iners earn ing an average o f 
$14.05 a day could not get enough 
days o f w o rk  to make a decent 
liv in g . They piled up coal so high 
even on th is  sho rt w o rk  schedule 
that i t  took them nine m onths o f 
h itte r  s trugg le  to reduce i t  to  a 
point where they could make the 
operators come to term s. The 
operators, however, increased 
th e ir p ro fits  per m iner employed 
from  $34 in  1939 to $733 in  1948.

How w i l l  the m iners fa re  next 
year and the year a fte r, when the 
developing cris is  o f Am erican

economy as a whole and the 
g rea te r com petition o f coal ex­
ports  fro m  B rita in , am ong other 
places, forces m ore and more 
reductions in the num ber o f A m e r­
ican coal m iners? W ha t security  
w i l l  the m iners have as the in ­
dus try  becomes ever m ore ra t io n ­
alized and mechanized?

The B r it is h  w orkers  have made 
a step tow ard a fundam enta l so lu­
tion  o f th is  problem , a step which 
they could take on ly because they 
have b u ilt  th e ir  own p a rty  and 
have put tha t p a rty  in  power. 
They have nationalized the coal 
in dus try  and removed it  from  im ­
mediate con tro l by the paras itic  
mine owners.

T H E  R E A L  O B JE C TIO N
B ut, due to  the fa lse  policies 

and compromises o f the B r it is h  
labor leadership, the  B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers have not been pe rm itted  to 
c a rry  th rou gh  th is  measure to  the 
end. The owners are g iven gov­
ernm ent bonds w h ich  pay them 
huge in te re s t th a t dra ins the 
resources o f the in du s try . W o rk ­
ers con tro l has no t been in ­
s titu ted ; instead the  old ca p ita lis t 
managers s t i l l  dom inate —  and 
sabotage —  the operations o f the 
industry . T h a t is w hy the B r it is h  
coal in d u s try  cannot be p ro pe rly  
modernized to the advantage o f

the B r it is h  m iners and o f the 
B rit is h  ‘workers as a class.

W hat Lew is should object to  in  
the B r it is h  exam ple is the fa ilu re  
o f the B r it is h  la b o r leaders to 
break com ple te ly w ith  cap ita lism . 
T ha t is th e ir  weakness. I t  is h is 
weakness too. He fa ils  to  p u t fo r ­
ward a p rogram  o f independent 
labor p o lit ic a l action in  th is  
count ry  th a t  w ill enable the  w o rk ­
ers to take p o lit ic a l pow er and 
deal fundam en ta lly  w ith  the coal 
arid a ll o ther basic indus tries  in  
the in te res ts  o f the w o rk in g  
popu lation.

Lew is has spoken much about 
the need to “ s tab ilize ”  the  coal 
in du s try . He tr ie d  to e ffe c t th is  
by a “ share-the-poverty”  move o f 
reducing the in d u s try  to  a three- 
day week. T h is  was a ll r ig h t  as a 
tem porary  move in  s tr ik e  s tra teg y  
to reduce the coal stockpile .

But it  doesn’t pu t more meat 
on the m iners’ tables nor gu a r­
antee them fu ll- t im e  jobs next 
year. F o r tha t, i t  is  necessary 
to end the ca p ita lis t system, 
e lim ina te  the anarchy o f ca p ita l­
is t production fo r  p ro fit, na­
tiona lize  the basic industries  
under w orkers ’ con tro l and in ­
s t itu te  a planned, cooperative 
socia list economy.

F o r th a t, A m erican labo r needs 
its  own pa rty .

Auto Union Relief Caravan 
Hailed in Coal Mining Town

Miners Win Bis Victory 
With Militant Methods

struck. And the na tion-w ide moves B u t th a t does n o t make th is  po licy 
lik e  the 24-hour general s tr ik e  any the less h a rm fu l to  the Euro- 
o f F rench m iners and ra ilw a y  1 pnr.n labo r movement.

W O R L D  R E P O R T
In  the la te s t issue o f F ou rth  

In te rn a tion a l, t h e o r e t i c a l  
magazine o f A m erican T ro t­
skyism , ju s t o f f  the press: 

C H IN A  —  C. L . L iu , v e t­
eran Chinese T ro ts k y is t, re ­
po rts  fro m  Macao, the P o r­
tuguese is land colony o f f  the 
south coast o f China, on recent 
developments in  the Chinese 
peasant, revo lu tion . B it te r  op­
position to  the S ta lin is ts  has 
a lready appeared, he declares. 
H a v in g  driven  the hated 
K uo m in ta n g  reg im e o f f  the 
m ain land, the peasants now 
w a n t to  ha rvest the f u l l  f ru its  
o f th e ir  g re a t v ic to ry . B u t the 
S ta lin is ts , dedicated to  p ro te c t­
in g  and p reserv ing  cap ita lis t 
p ro p e rty  re la tions, are doing 
th e ir  u tm ost to  h a lt the re vo lu ­
tion . L iu  analyzes the character 
o f the S ta lin is t coa lition  gov­
ernm ent and shows w h y  i t  is 
headed fo r  a new s to rm y crisis.

IN D O N E S IA  —  Is  Indonesia 
re a lly  independent? T. Van 
B e r K o lk , w r i t in g  f r o m  
Am sterdam , H o lland , discusses 
the  ro le  Of D u tch and A m e ri­
can im peria lism  in s tr ife - to rn  
Java. The Hague agreement, 
recogn iz ing  the “ independence”  
o f Indonesia, bears the  trade ­
m ark , Made in  U S A , Van Der 
K o lk  dem onstrates. In  his 
opin ion, the app lica tion  ©f th is

agreem ent “ w ill no t be 
smooth. . . V io le n t social and 
p o litica l ^struggles are on the 
order o f the day in Indonesia.”  

IT A L Y  —  E rnest Germ ain 
rep o rts  on a new stage o f the 
class s trugg le  in  I ta ly .  Both 
the Com m unist P a rty  and the 
Social Dem ocratic movement 
are hard h it  by acute crises 
th a t open up favorab le  op­
p o rtu n ities  fo r  the develop­
m ent o f a mass revo lu tiona ry  
soc ia lis t p a rty . In  the cou n try ­
side peasants are s tak in g  out 
squatters’ cla im s on b ig  estates. 
In  the c ities w orkers  answer 
mass la y -o ffs  by ta k in g  over 
fac to ries  and t r y in g  to con­
tinue  production. W h a t is 
needed to make such p ro ­
gressive moves a fu l l  success ? 
U nder the beading, “ The A r t  
o f the General S trike ,”  Ger­
m ain suggests some e ffec tive  
measures th a t would speed the 
Ita lia n  w o rk in g  people along 
the road to  v ic to ry  over- 
c a p ita lis t reaction.

F R A N C E  —  P ie rre  F ra n k  
probes the deepening po litica l 
c ris is  in pos t-w ar France. W ill 
the cap ita lis ts  succeed in im ­
posing de G aullism  on the 
French people w ith o u t de 
Gaulle? H ow  pow erfu l are the 
S ta lin is ts?  W h a t is the mean­
in g  o f the secret fac tio n  in  the

Com m unist P a rty ?  Read the 
answers in  th is  on-the-scene- 
report.

Y U G O S L A V IA  — “ An In ­
te rv ie w  w ith  T ito .”  The fu l l  
te x t o f M arshal T ito ’s answers 
to  searching questions sub­
m itte d  by the French jo u rn a l­
ist., Louis Dalmas. The ed ito r 
o f F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l in  an 
accom panying note indicates 
the a ttitu d e  o f the T ro ts k y is t 
m ovem ent tow ard the positions 
taken by T ito .

A R S E N A L  O F M A R X IS M  
—  A n il lu m in a tin g  le tte r  by 
I,con T ro ts k y  on the peasant 
w a r in  China makes tim e ly  
reading 18 years a fte r  i t  was 
sent to  the Chinese T ro ts k y ­
ists. T ro ts k y ’s g re a t fo re s ig h t 
once again has been confirm ed 
by events o f the day th a t seem 
alm ost modelled to  illu s tra te  
his pro found exp lanations of 
the  course o f the class s tru g ­
gle.

4 th IN T E R N A T IO N A L  
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Send me a copy o f F ou rth  
In te rn a tio n a l fe a tu r in g  “ W orld  
R eport.”  Enclosed is 25 cents.

Name ...............................................
S tree t .............................................
C ity  .................................................
S tate ...........................  Zone........

(Cont- fro m  page 1) 
Denham —  had tr ie d  to  e lim inate. 
The union shop rem ains in  e ffect, 
unless a fu tu re  cou rt decision 
ru les i t  out. A d m in is tra tio n  of 
the w e lfa re  and pension fund re ­
mains under union contro l.

The on ly  s ig n if ic a n t com pro­
mise the U M W  made was on the 
“ able and w ill in g ”  clause, which 
was designed to  p ro tec t the union 
fro m  damage suits in  the event 
o f a lleged ly “ ille g a l”  strikes. B u t 
in its  place the soft-coa l con tract 
contains a s im ila rly-designed bu t 
d iffe re n tly -w o rde d  clause —  the 
“ good fa ith ”  and “ m utua l under­
stand ing”  p rov is ion  th a t was w r i t ­
ten in to  the la s t hard coal con­
tra c t.

T H E  JU D G E ’S D E C IS IO N
The c lim ax o f w h a t John L. 

Lew is called the U M W ’s “ M aren­
go cam paign”  (a f te r  the long 
and draw n-ou t ba ttle  a t M arengo, 
I ta ly ,  in  1800 when the French 
under Napoleon defeated the A us­
tr ia n s ) came a t the hearing  on 
“ contem pt”  charges before Fed­
era l Judge Keech. A l l  past ex­
perience indicated th a t the judge 
would au tom a tica lly  f in d  the 
U M W  “ g u ilty ”  and impose a ru in ­
ous fine . B u t he acquitted the 
union fo r  lack o f evidence p rov ing  
the U M W  o ffic ia ls  had no t com­
plied in “ good fa ith ”  w ith  the 
judge ’s in junc tion , which ordered 
them to  in s tru c t the m iners to 
end th e ir  w a lkou t.

Le t no one th in k  th a t Judge 
Keech was m otiva ted by a s tr ic t 
love o f jus tice  in  m aking his ver 
diet. Had the m iners given any 
sign th a t they would have re tu rn  
ed to- the  p its  under pressure o f 
a “ contem pt”  conviction and 
heavy penalties, the judge un­
doubtedly would have th row n  the 
book a t them. But i t  was clear 
th a t pu n itive  measures m ig h t 
have on ly hardened the m iners 
and prolonged the s trike .

Moreover, the governm ent was

Fewer Medical Students 
Now Than 45 Years Ago

Despite the g re a t shortage o f 
doctors, few e r students were en­
ro lled and graduated fro m  medical 
school in  th is  cou n try  la s t year 
than 45 years ago. A lthough  the 
U. S. popu lation today is a lm ost 
tw ice as great, figu res released by 
a com m ittee o f the Am erican 
Confeience o f Academic Deans 
showed on ly 79 m edical schools, 
23,670 students and 5,094 s tu ­
dents in 1949 as compared w ith  
160 m edical schools, 26,147 s tu ­
dents and 5,606 graduates 45 years 
ago. A pp rox im a te ly  three ou t o f 
every fo u r  qualified pre-m edical 
students cannot become doctors 
because o f the res tr ic tio ns  and 
quotas imposed by the pow erfu l 
A m erican M edical Association.

desperate to end the s tr ike , p a r­
t ic u la r ly  because i t  was s t ir r in g  
up tremendous support fro m  auto, 
steel and o ther w orkers. Had 
harsher means fa iled  to quell the 
m iners, the governm ent would 
have stood u tte r ly  discredited, its  
a u th o r ity  bad ly shattered. Th is 
was a r is k  the governm ent dared 
not take.

Judge Keech’s decision, the re­
fore , was a token to the m iners 
th a t they f in a lly  had the oper­
ato rs and the governm ent on the 
run. The huge coal stockpiles had 
a t la s t been reduced to  where the 
mine owners, especially the steel 
corporations, were beg inn ing to 
squeal.

T H E  “ S E IZ U R E ”  B IL L
I t  was a t th is  po in t th a t T ru ­

man made his fina l move to p u ll 
some o f the opera tors’ chestnuts 
ou t o f the f ire .  He hastened 'to 
announce th a t he was in tro du c ing  
a m ine “ seizure”  b i l l in  Congress 
to smash the s tr ik e  i f  i t  was no t 
im m edia te ly  settled. H is  b i l l  p ro ­
vided fo r  “ fa ir  compensation”  to 
the  owners, b u t p roh ib ited  the 
governm ent fro m  m aking  any 
con tract w ith  the union. I t  was an 
out-and-out strikebreaking- meas­
ure on the face o f it .

In  the M arch 5 N . Y . T imes, 
a fte r  the s tr ik e  settlem ent, Louis 
S ta rk  revealed th a t ju s t before 
T rum an made his “ seizure”  
th rea t, the Ind iana and I llin o is  
operators were about to crack and 
accept any term s they could get. 
“ A t  th is  po in t the union could 
have pressed fo r  a lm ost any ad­
vantage w ith in  reason,”  S tark  
discloses. T rum an was “ im pelled 
to act”  in  order “ to redress the 
imbalance in  the bargaining- po­
s ition  o f the parties a t th is  tim e ”  
—  th a t is, to use the power o f the 
governm ent to force the m iners 
to speedily accept less than they 
would have received w ith o u t his 
in te rven tion.

the s ta rt, nevertheless the oper­
ato rs had assurances th a t he 
would eventua lly  use the T a ft-  
HartLey A c t in  th e ir  favo r. Th is 
he did last m onth by invok ing  
tw o  T a ft-H a rt le y  in junctions, 
which bolstered the opera tors’ 
resistance fo r several more weeks.

B u t the m iners would not bend 
the knee to governm ent s tr ik e ­
breaking-. Lew is had brushed a- 
side T rum an ’s t r ic k y  o ffe r  o f 
“ fa c t- fin d in g .”  The m iners, ac t­
in g  s tr ic t ly  on th e ir  own, bo ld ly  
defied the Slave Labor Law  and 
spat on T rum an ’s T -H  in junctions. 
W here 100,000 were on s tr ike  the 
day before Judge Keech issued 
the re s tra in in g  order, 370,000 
were ou t the day a fte r. A nd  they 
stayed ou t even though Lewis, 
compelled to  fo rm a lly  com ply 
w ith  the in ju n c t io n ,. instructed 
them to re tu rn .

T R U M A N ’S R O LE  
T rum an blamed “ both”  the m in ­

ers and owners fo r  (he ho ld -ou t 
B u t T rum an h im se lf encouraged 
the operators to  s ta ll fo r  nine 
months aga inst the un ion’s ju s t 
demands. I f ,  fo r  reasons o f p o li­
t ic a l expediency, he did not move 
d irec tly  aga inst the m iners from

W H O  W ON IT
The papers say th is  is m ere ly 

a “ v ic to ry  fo r  Lew is.”  T h is  is 
false. I t  was a v ic to ry , above a ll, 
fo r  the m iners. They themselves 
forced the f ig h t  and carried  i t  
through. I t  was the m e rit o f 
Lew is —  un like  m ost o ther union 
leaders —  th a t he stuck by his 
men, did no t break th e ir  s tr ike  
on governm ent orders and did not 
g ive aw ay th e ir  demands a t the 
conference tab le in order to make 
a quick settlem ent.

Above eve ry th ing  else, (he m in­
ers have shown w ha t tremendous 
reserves o f power lie  in o rgan iz ­
ed labor. I f  370,000 m iners could 
hold out and w in  against the com­
bined forces o f the cap ita lis t class 
and governm ent, what could not 
the 15-m illion organized workers 
o f A m erica accomplish i f  they 
were united on an independent 
f ig h t in g  program  to  combat m on­
opoly cap ita lism  in  both the eco­
nomic and po litica l fie lds? Be­
fo re  the inv inc ib le  m ig h t o f la ­
bor, the power o f the cap ita lis ts  
would crum ble ove rn igh t. The 
Am erican workers could take the 
whole o f society in  th e ir  owrt 
hands and remold i t  in to  anyth ing  
they desire.

By F. Forest
PU R SG LO VE, W . Va., M arch 

6 —  There was ju b ila tio n  in Purs- 
glove today. W ill is  Massey, ch a ir­
man o f the M iners R e lie f C om m it­
tee, got word from  Tom m y 
Thompson, president o f U A W  
Ford  Local 600, th a t a food cara­
van from  D e tro it  auto workers 
was on its  way to  W est V irg in ia  
m iners. Im m edia te ly  Massey, 
“ H appy”  Conduck, Joe K uhn and 
th e ir  wives le f t  to  in te rcep t the 
food tru ck  a t W ashington, Pa., 
and escort i t  in to  W est V irg in ia .

A t  the same tim e other U M W  
members began to decorate Dallas 
H a ll to welcome th is  food re lie f 
fro m  th e ir  fe llo w  w orkers. The 
W est V irg in ia  U n iv e rs ity  S tu­
dents fo r  M iners R e lie f offered to 
pa in t the signs. These were ready 
when the caravan, a rrived , and 
read: “ Welcome Food Caravan,”  
“ U n ited  Labor Can L ic k  the T a ft-  
H a rtle y  Law ,”  “ U M W  and U A W  
F ig h t Toge ther,”  “ U M W  D is tr ic t  
31 M iners Greet B ro the r Thom p­
son, President U A W  Local 600.”  
M eanwhile w ord  spread qu ick ly  
in “ The Run”  and 100 m iners and 
th e ir  w ives file d  in to  the ha ll.

Tom m y Thompson had to re ­
tu rn - to  D e tro it im m edia te ly  bu t 
three U A W  com m itteem en, A r ­
chie Occacia, Joe Hogan and W il­
liam  Hood, rem ained to celebrate 
w ith  the m iners.

G IV E  T H A N K S
W hen the m eeting was called 

to order, the m iners decided to 
honor the auto w orkers  by elect­
in g  one o f them , W illia m  Hood, 
to act as chairm an o f th e ir  m eet­
ing. The f i r s t  to speak was A r ­
chie Occacia. He spoke o f labor 
s o lid a r ity  “ no t on ly  o f the m iners 
and the auto w orkers, b u t o f the 
whole CIO and A F L . There is 
need fo r  the whole labo ring  class 
to  s tick together. I f  you h u r t  m y 
b ro ther, you h u r t  me. I f  the op­
era to rs had beaten the U M W , i t  
would have destroyed a ll o rgan iz ­
ed labor since the U M W  is the 
strongest union in our coun try .”

When m iners cheered the 12 
tons o f food th a t the auto workers 
had sent, and a check fo r  $1,000 
from  U A W  Local 600, and an­
o ther fo r  $333 fro m  Local 155, 
Joe Hogan rose to  say th a t the 
auto w orkers d idn ’t  come “ to get 
thanks fro m  the m iners, bu t to 
G IV E  thanks to  the m iners fo r  
th e ir  splendid f ig h t ”  which had 
helped no t on ly themselves but 
the whole labor movement.

The s p ir it  o f labo r so lid a rity  
rode high and f in a lly  W ill is  M as­
sey rose to  thank the auto w o rk ­

ers and to say w h a t he as a m ine r 
fe lt  won the f ig h t.  He d is tin g u ish ­
ed between “ in s titu t io n a l and s p ir­
itu a l un ion.”

T H E  U N IO N  S P IR IT
“ I t  is  true ,”  he continued, “ th a t 

the treasu ry , the bu ild in g  and a ll 
w o rld ly  goods th a t the union pos­
sesses could be confiscated by a 
T a ft-H a rt le y  governm ent. B u t 
w ha t they cannot confiscate is our 
s p ir itu a l union. A nd  th a t is be­
cause the s p ir it  o f unionism  and 
labor s o lid a rity  is no t on ly in  us 
as a group bu t is in  every in d iv id ­
ual m iner. W hat is in  the soul o f 
every m iner no one can take 
away, no one can break.”  He 
closed by stressing the labor so li­
d a r ity  evident here in the help 
o f the auto workers. “ O ur v ic to ry  
shows w hat can be done when we 
f ig h t  together.”

The audience cheered. The 
m ora le o f these m iners who had 
ju s t  won th e ir  con tract f ig h t  
aga inst the operators was raised 
h igh e r by the d isp lay o f labo r 
so lid a rity . They cheered the rep ­
resentatives o f the auto workers, 
and took the in on a to u r o f the 
m in in g  com m unity. There were 
no bands and no fa n fa re , ju s t a 
sim ple showing- o f w o rke r to 
w o rke r o f where and how he lives 
and o f the w hy o f th e ir  constant 
s trugg le  aga inst the greedy op­
era tors. The auto w orkers  w i l l  
have a s to ry  to take back to th e ir  
fe llo w  w orkers  in D e tro it which 
w il l  fu r th e r  cement the labor 
u n ity  o f the tw o g re a t bodies o f 
organized labor.

Local Addresses 
Of Socialist 

Workers Party

Cochran’s Tour
F o llow ing  is the schedule fo r  

B e rt C Tehran’s na tiona l to u r on 
“ The O utlook fo r  Labor” :

F lin t
B ert Cochran

“ Outlook fo r Labor 
in 1950”

Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  H a ll 
215 East. N in th  S treet 

Sunday, 7 PM M arch 19

B ro o k lyn
T ro ts k y is t analysis o f

The Tito-Stalin 
Conflict

F rida y , 8:30 PM M arch 17 
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P IT K IN  M A N O R  
1625 P itk in  Avenue 

(near H opkinson), B rooklyn

B u ffa lo  M ar. 16-17
F lin t  ”  18-19
D e tro it ”  20-25
Toledo ”  26
M ilw aukee ”  28
Chicago ”  29-31
M inneapolis-S t. P a u l, A p r. 1-4 
Seattle ”  5-8
San Francisco-O akland ”  9-12
Los Angeles ”  15-20
St. Louis ”  22
Cleveland ”  23-24
A k ro n  ”  25
Youngstown ”  26-27
P ittsbu rgh  ”  28
Now Y o rk  ”  30

”  M ay 1
P hiladelph ia  ”  2-3
N ew ark ”  6

A K R O N — F o r In fo rm a tio n , w r ite  P.O, 
Box 1342.

BOSTON—W o rke r,. E ducationa l Center. 
10 Stu&Tt St., open Wed. 5*30-9:00 p .m ., 
socia l la s t Sat. o f  m onth.

B U F F A L O —M ili ta n t  F o ru m , 620 M a in  
St., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adison 39(50. E very 
a fte rnoon except Sun.

CHICAG O—16G W . W ash ing ton Street, 
Rm . 312-314. Tel. D earborn 2-4767.

C LE V E L A N D  —  E ve ry  Sunday, 9 p. 
m.. Pecks H a ll. 1446 E . 82nd St. (o ff 
Wade Pic. Ave.)

D E T R O IT —6108 L lnw ood Ave. Phone 
T Y  7-6267, Mon. th rough Sat., 12-5 p.m.

F L IN T —Socia list W orke rs  P a r ty  H a ll,  
215 E as t N in th  Street. Phone: 2-2498. 
Open House S aturday evenings.

1,08 A N G E LE S —M ilita n t Pub!. Assn., 
Room 325, 124 W. 6th St. Phone V Andyke 
8061.

L Y N N , (M ass.)—M ili ta n t  Publ. Asen.. 
44 C entra l Ave., o ffice  open Tues., Wed. 
7:30-9:30 p.m.

M IL W A U K E E — 917 N. 3rd S t., $Td f l .
Sun. th rough  F r I . ,  7:30-9:30 p.m . Phone 
H opkins 2-5337.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4 th  St. Phone 
M ain 7781. D a lly  except Sun., 10 a .m .- 
6 p.m. L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  H A V E N — F o r In fo rm a tion  
w rite . P.O. Box No. 1019.

N E W A R K —423 S p ring fie ld  Ave.
N E W  YORK C IT Y  (H q .)—116 U n ive r­

s ity  Place. Phone GR 5-8149.
H A R L E M — 103 W . 110 S t., R m . 2*. 

Phone MO 2-1866. Open discussion. 
Thu rs .. 8 p.m .

B R O O K LY N  —  Man del’s M anor,
343 Pennsylvania Ave., o f f  S utter, 
meetings every Thurs. evening a t 8.

C H E LS E A — 130 W . 23rd 8 t. Phone 
A L  5-2488.

O A K L A N D  (C al.) —  F o r in fo rm a tio n , 
phone TE m plebar 2-8153 o r  TE m plebar 
2-3735,. o r  w r ite  P. M ontauk, 906-B Cy­
press St.. Oakland 7.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  1303-05 W . G ira rd  
Ave., 2nd f l .  Phone Stevenson 4-5820. 
Open every F r id a y  evening.

P ITTS B U R G H — 1418 F if th  Ave., 2nd f l .  
Forum s 2nd F r l .  each m onth . M a rx is t 
class 4 p.m . every Sat. M eetings every 
Thurs., 7:30 D.m.

SAN FR AN CISCO —1739 F illm o re  Ave., 
4th f l .  Phone F I  8-0410. D a ily  except 
Sun.. 12-4:30 p.m.

ST. LO U IS  —  “ F o r In fo rm a tio n ,
phone PR 5305.*’

S E A T T L E —M aynard  B ldg ., 1st Ave., 
R , 201, So. A W ash ing ton. Te l. M a in  9278. 
Mon. th rough  Sat., 12-5 p.m . Branch 
meeting Tues., 7 :30 p.m . L ib ra ry ,  book­
store.

TO LE D O  — Address Inqu iries to  So­
c ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty , P.O . Box 1502,
Toledo S.
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. i t  is precisely the in te rn a tio n a l s treng th  o f the U n ited  
States and her irre s is tib le  expansion a ris in g  fro m  it ,  th a t com­
pels her to include the powder magazines o f the whole w orld  
in to  the foundations o f her s truc tu re , i.e., a ll the antagonism s 
between the East and the W est, the class s trugg le  in O ld E u ­
rope, the up ris ings o f the colonial masses, and a ll w prs and 
revo lu tions. On the one hand, th is  trans fo rm s  N o rth  A m e r­
ican cap ita lism  in to  the basic coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  fo rce  o f 
the modern epoch, constan tly  more in terested in the m a in ten­
ance o f ‘o ld e r ’ in  every corner o f the te rre s tr ia l globe; and on 
the o ther hand, th is  prepares the ground fo r  a g igan tic  revo lu ­
tion a ry  explosion in th is  a lready dom inant and s t i l l  expanding- 
w orld  im p e ria lis t power.”

— Leon T ro tsky , T h ird  In te rn a tio n a l A f te r  Lenin, 1928.

Bureaucratic Bankruptcy Exposed
I he miners have done more than de­

feat the mine owners and the ir govern­
ment agents. They have exposed the 
bankrupt policies of all those union lead­
ers, like Philip Murray and Walter Reu- 
ther, who have opposed m ilitant methods 
of union struggle and have urged the 
workers to depend on the “ favors’-’ of 
capitalist politicians like Truman.

Murray ran to Truman last summer 
and begged fo r a “ fact-finding”  board so 
he wouldn’t  have to lead the steel work­
ers in a real fight. Truman’s board hand­
ed the steel workers a solid wage freeze, 
with a small sop by way of welfare and 
pension funds that cost the steel corpora­
tions between six and eight centb an hour 
— and the steel workers had to strike six 
weeks anyway to get even that. Reuther 
stuffed an even worse deal down the Ford 
workers’ throats.

Compare this w ith what the miners 
have just won by refusing to kowtow to 
the government and beg favors of Tru­
man, by defying the Taft-Hartley Act 
and fighting every inch of the way. They 
not only won more than the steel and 
Ford workers got for welfare and pen­
sions — a 10-cent per ton increase in roy­
alty payments on top of the 20 cents they 
already were receiving — but they got a 
real wage increase amounting to between 
eight and ten cents an hour.

These o t h e r  union leaders, unlike 
John L. Lewis, bowed before the Taft- 
Hartley Act and shamefully signed their 
names to yellow-dog Taft-Hartley a ff i­
davits. They sold their unions politically

to Truman in hopes of getting small fa­
vors in return. But all they got for the 
workers was the back of Truman’s hand 
— some 61 Taft-Hartley injunctions in 
less than two years and the steel “ fact­
finding”  formula of wage freezes and 
“ dead men’s”  pensions.

While the Murrays and Reuthers cring­
ed before the Taft-Hartley Act, the -min­
ers, led by Lewis, fought the Slave Labor 
Law tooth and nail. They defied Truman’s 
injunction and smashed it. And they 
wrested from the operators nearly three 
times as much as Murray and Reuther 
got by licking Truman’s boots.

Of course, we can expect the Murrays 
and Reuthers to tell us now how Truman 
tried to “ help”  the miners, how he stalled 
o ff his use of the Taft-Hartley Law as 
long as possible, etc., etc. But the fact is 
that the coal operators would have capi­
tulated long ago i f  i t  hadn’t  been for their 
expectation that Truman would eventuail- 
ly intervene in their behalf. He didn’t dis­
appoint them. And he got no little  assist 
from the Murrays and Reuthers who have 
kept silent on Truman’s strikebreaking.

Had the CIO leaders followed the meth­
od of Lewis and the miners it  is safe to 
say the CIO members would have won 
fa r more substantial wage anti pension 
gains last fall and the miners themselves 
would not have had to suffer such a pro­
longed struggle. And i f  tho whole labor 
movement now followed the example of 
the miners in mass defiance of the Taft- 
Hartley Act, that infamous law would be 
effectively smashed in record time.

The W a lla c e ite  Sickness
Everybody, including the Stalinists 

who pretend otherwise, knows that the 
Progressive Party is sick and dying. Its 
second convention was not a meeting of 
people with confidence in its future; on 
the contrary, i t  was a demoralized gath­
ering, and when it  ended the delegates 
knew that, despite all the hoopla, its fu ­
ture would be even more d ifficu lt and un­
promising than its past.

The state of the party can be gauged 
by the fact that the main achievement of 
the convention was a behind-the-scenes 
deal between the leaders of the liberal 
and Stalinist wings over such issues as 
Yugoslavia, civil rights and 1950 electoral 
policy which prevented a split in the or­
ganization.

This would be bad enough fo r a party 
which started out with such high hopes 
and optimism less than two years ago; 
but added to that is the fact that every­
body at the convention sensed that the 
unity achieved there is highly tenuous.

The reasons for the deal are plain 
enough: The Stalinists are so discredited 
today, especially in the labor movement, 
that they need a fron t w ith some respect­
able leaders through which they can car­
ry on the activity which is their main rea­

son fo r existence — that is, attempts to 
secure a deal between U. S. imperialism 
and the Kremlin bureaucracy. The Wal- 
laceites, on the other hand, have been so 
isolated from their former supporters 
that they simply don’t  have the forces to 
run a party by themselves. That is why 
each side still has need of the other, and 
is w illing to make concessions in return 
for the use they can make of each other.

But the forces separating them are 
much more powerful and w ill surely pre­
vail in the long run. The Stalinist lead­
ers are conscious agents of the Krem lin ; 
the Wallaceite liberals owe their allegi­
ance, more or less consciously, to U. S. 
capitalism, critical though they may be 
of some of its policies. When a showdown 
comes between Moscow and Washington, 
and in many individual cases before then, 
the Wallaceites w ill break w ith the Stal­
inists and go over to the Fair Dealers.

The split has been postponed for the 
time being — no one now knows for how 
long. But both wings know that it  is in­
evitable, and it  is this knowledge that be­
numbs and paralyzes the Progressive Par­
ty  today, even while its leaders are go­
ing through the motions of celebrating 
their “ unity.”

Laborite Chiefs Try to 
Straddle Vital Issues

By Paul G. Stevens
The new Labor P a rty  govern­

ment intends to pursue a cautious 
course, balancing its e lf  between 
the pressures exerted by the 
w o rk ing  class on one side and the 
cap ita lis ts  on the other. I t  ex­
pects. as the elections indicated, a 
m ounting  po litica l c ris is  on top o f 
the economic cris is  th a t has be­
come the norm al fea tu re  o f post­
war B rit is h  life . As a resu lt, the 
reconstructed A ttle e  cabinet’3 
main line  is tha t o f ho ld ing its e lf  
in readiness fo r social emer­
gencies.

I b is  much becomes clear fro m  
the “ Speech fro m  the Throne,”  
the K in g ’s address at the opening 
o f the new P arliam en t on M arch 
6. A ccord ing  to  the mumbo- 
jum bo tra d itio n  o f the cons titu ­
tion a l m onarchy th a t the Labo- 
r ites  have le ft  untouched, the 
“ Speech”  is usua lly  gh os t-w ritten  
by the P rim e M in is te r and is ac­
tu a lly  a s ta tem ent o f governm ent 
po licy.

1 he Tories were qu ick  to press 
th e ir  advantage in  the Commons 
— w ith  the reduced Labor m a jo rity  
—  by dem anding th a t the govern­
ment shelve the b ill to  nationalize 
the steel in du s try , passed a t the 
previous session, which is to take 
e ffect next October.

A T T L E E ’S R E P LY
A ttle e ’s rep ly  fo r  the govern­

ment was th a t i t  would continue 
“ in the same s p ir it  and in  the 
same princip les, as we have du ring  
the last fo u r and a h a lf years.”  
Several days p rev ious ly , w ith in  
the pa rliam en ta ry  caucus o f the 
Labor P a rty , the re  had been an 
ou tburst by M ichael Foot, R ichard 
Crossman and others identified 
w ith  the governm ent’s “ ex tre m is t”  
M in is te r o f H ea lth  A neurin  
Bcvan, dem anding a defian t con­
tinu a tio n  o f the p a r ty ’s fu ll-  
fledged na tiona liza tion  program .

Accord ing to reports, the Bevan 
opposition was qu ick ly  “ per­

suaded”  by the pa rty  leaders to 
desist from  pressing th e ir po in t, 
in view o f the s lim  Laborite  
m arg in  in P arliam ent. A ttle e ’s 
rem arks about s p ir it  and prin  
ciplcs were obviously a face 
saving sop fo r  th is  opposition.

Dn the cruc ia l p ractica l ques­
tion o f the steel in du s try , A ttle e  
was more apologetic in  his tone, 
“ There is no th ing  to be done in  
the m a tte r o f iron and steel im J 
m edia te ly,”  he said, “ as th a t 
sta tu te is on the sta tu te  book and 
our purpose is to g ive e ffec t td 
acts passed by P arliam ent.”  He 
thus confirmed) by ind irec tion  as 
in t lie  case o f the K in g ’s speech, 
th a t the Laborites had no in te n ­
tion o f pushing fu r th e r  na tiona l­
ization.

But, his resort to- the lega) 
status o f the steel b ill shows tha t 
the re fo rm is t leadership is equally 
re luc tan t to ac tua lly  reverse d 
na tiona liza tion  measure th a t has 
already been taken. They do not 
want to antagonize the cap ita lis ts  
(whose views they g ra tu itou s ly  
ascribe to the “ m iddle class” ) but 
they arc also a fra id  o f arousing 
the ir w o rk ing  class base against 
themselves. They would like  best, 
na tu ra lly , to stand pat.

W O R KERS’ PRESSURE
But the cap ita lis t pressure is 

on ly h a lf the p icture. T h e .w o rk ­
ing class pressure, on ly weakly 
reflected by the Bevans amLCross- 
iTiant —  who can be appeased by 
a few  elevations in cabinet rank 
or e ther personal s h ifts  — is ju s t 
as pow erfu l.

Even as the new Parliam ent 
was m eeting, a renewed wave o f 
wage cla im s and s trikes  was 
beginning. The Confederation o f 
S h ipbu ild ing  and E n g in e e r in g ' 
Unions, representing 37 unions j 
and 750,000 members, was con- j 
ducting  a s tr ik e  vote fo r  a 52.80 1 
a week raise. R a ilw ay union dele­
gates were m eeting to decide on 
action upon the re jection  o f a 
wage increase fo r  140,000 o f th e ir

lower-pa id w orkers. A n  uno ffic ia l 
s tr ike  o f 1,000 w orkers a t the De- 
I la v illa n d  a irc ra ft  p lan t in  H a t­
field set out to prevent piece work. 
1,100 w orkers, out fo r  three weeks 
a t the Crossley auto fa c to ry  in 
S tockport, were jo ined in a sym ­
pa thy s tr ike  by 148,000 m etal 
w orkers in the area, in a p ro test 
against la y o ffs  and d iscrim ina tion  
against shop stewards.

t h e  e l e c t i o n  v e r d i c t

A no ther 1,500 workers were out 
on s tr ik e  on the London docks 
aga inst the discharge o f one of 
th e ir  fe llow s. C iv il Service em­
ployees were sending delegations 
to the T reasu ry  to demand re 
ope n ing  o f wage scales. The Trade 
Union Council its e lf, th rough a 
sub-com m ittee, issued a ca ll fo r  
an investiga tion  o f the a irc ra ft  
m anufacture, machine tools, gen­
e ra ting  m achinery and locom otive 
industries, as to th e ir  s u ita b ility  
fo r  na tiona liza tion . Obviously, 
the B r it is h  w orkers do not take 
the election ve rd ic t to mean the 
need o f a re trea t.

The “ Speech,”  a fte r  no ting  th a t 
the governm ent proposes on ly a 
1 iiiiite d  p rogram  o f leg is la tion  fo r  
the present session, also said: 
“ Nevertheless, should o ther meas- 
u ics  prove in th e ir  [the  govern­
m ent’s! v iew  to be im m edia te ly 
necessary fo r  the maintenance o f 
fu l l  em ploym ent and the na tiona l 
we ll-being, m y M in is te rs  w i l l  not 
hesitate to subm it them  to  P a r lia ­
ment even though they m ay seem 
lik e ly  to prove contentious.”

In  other words, A t I lee and Co., 
w h ile u n w illin g  to in troduce 
leg is la tion  offensive to the Tories, 
are leaving the door open, in case 
the w orkers ’ pressure grow? 
strong  enough, to propose emer­
gency measures th a t may result 
in  a pa rliam en ta ry  figh t. In 
rea lity , the po litica l s trugg le  in 
B rita in  thus becomes more and 
more an issue tha t is going to be 
decided bv d irect mass action.

YUGOSLAVIA AND THE 
WALLACEITE CONVENTION

---------------------  By George Breitman --------------------- 1
Yugoslavia " is  an in te rn a l problem o f Eastern Europe, not o f 

the Progressive P a rty .”  T h is  was the so-called “ com prom ise”  posi­
tion  agreed on by top leaders o f the P rogressive P arty , inc lud ing 
the S ta lin is t and no n -S ta lin is t w ings, who met to  work ou t a deal 
on the con trovers ia l issues fac ing  th a t o rgan iza tion  p r io r  to  its  
second convention in Chicago last month.

They did not dare to state th e ir  position so p la in ly  a t the 
Chicago ga the ring , however. F o rm a lly , the convention did no t have 
a th in g  to say about Y ugos lav ia ’s f ig h t  fo r  independence fro m  the 
K rem lin . They tr ie d  to sidestep it ,  bu t lik e  a ll b u rn ing  issues i t  
would not p e rm it them to do so; i t  hovered over the convention like  
a specter, co n fro n tin g  them  on every side and m ocking th e ir  “ agree­
m ent”  th a t i t  was no problem o f the irs . T h e ir a ttem p ts  to ignore i t  
were un ava ilin g  fo r  th e ir  ve ry  silence on th is  question was more 
eloquent than a ll tho convention speeches and reso lu tions p u t to ­
gether.

Here was the P rogressive P a rty  t r y in g  to stage a comeback 
by re ite ra tin g  its  c la im  to be a consistent f ig h te r  fo r  peace and 
equa lity . B u t v/hat rad ica l w o rke r, student o r in te lle c tua l can now 
honestly believe th is  c la im  a f te r  seeing bow th is  p a r ty  has turned 
its  back on the genuine ly progressive Y ugoslav s trugg le  fo r  inde­
pendence? Who now w il l  accept the pretense th a t the W allaceites 
are m otiva ted by p rinc ip le  ra th e r than expediency when they have 
said in e ffec t th a t S ta lin ’s crim es in  E astern Europe have no im ­
portance fo r  the rest o f tho w orld  ?

Here was H enry W allace, cha racte riz ing  the U n ited States and 
the Soviet Union as “ the tw o big  bru tes o f the w o rld .”  B u t w ha t 
was the value o f such a s ta tem ent when he could not fin d  a h a lf 
m inute in his hour-long convention speech to  urge support fo r  the 
country tha t is res is ting  the pressure o f both these brutes?

BO TH W IN G S  EXPO SED T H E M S E LV E S
Here were the W allace ite  libe ra ls  who had made a b ig  noise 

about th e ir  in ten tion  o f asserting  th e ir  independence o f S ta lin ism , 
and who succeeded in  g e ttin g  the convention to declare th a t the  
Progressives “ are not apologists fo r  Russia.”  B u t o f w ha t use are 
such abstract assertions unless they are accompanied by concrete 
measures o f support fo r  the coun try  whose ve ry  existence is m en­
aced by S ta lin ism ?  A nd how much re liance can be p u t in  the 
a b ility  o f these libe ra ls  to continue resistance to  the trem endous 
pressure o f im peria lism  here a t home when they cannot successfully 
res is t the pressure o f even the discred ited S ta lin is ts  on such a c lear- 
cut issue as Y ugoslavia?

The S ta lin is t leaders exposd themselves too. W hy d idn ’t  they 
f ig h t  fo r  th e ir  rea l position —  the crush ing  o f Yugoslav ia  and its  
subjection by the K re m lin  ? To th e ir  members they ra tiona lized  the 
convention deal on Y ugoslavia  as a necessary measure to prevent 
a s p lit  in the Progressive P a rty . B u t the t ru th  is they know  th a t 
even i f  the libe ra ls  would not w a lk  out, the adoption by the con­
vention o f the rea l S ta lin is t position on Y ugoslavia  would u tte r ly  
destroy the effectiveness o f the Progressive P a rty  as a f ro n t  o r­
ganization . T he ir prem ise —  and i t  is  correct —  is tha t nobody in  
the w orld  but the S ta lin is ts  and ab ject S ta lin is t stooges support 
the K rem lin  position on Yugoslavia . T h e ir eagerness to  arrange a 
deal on Yugoslavia constitu tes a tac it adm ission o f the un tena b ility , 
un po pu la rity  and inde fensib ly  reactionary na tu re  o f th e ir  po licy on 
Yugoslavia.

The Record of Stalinist Treachery in China
By L i Fu-jen

To a la rge extent .lack Bidden 
does an excellent job in  uncover­
ing and id e n tify in g  the social and 
economic fac to rs  an im a ting  the 
events which he relates. And, as 
I acknowledged previously, the 
re p o rlo r ia l pa rts  o f his China 
Shakes the the W orld  leave li t t le  
to be desired. He dissects the Kuo- 
m in tang  and its  leading personali­
ties, and Chinese society as a 
whole, w ith  the sharp scalpel o f 
class analysis and lays bare the 
m ainsprings o f the mass revo lu ­
tion a ry  action which m arked a 
new stage in the con tinu ing  per­
m anent Chinese revo lu tion . H is 
chapters dep icting  the in te rna l 
ro j, the break-up. and fin a lly  the 
d issolu tion o f Chiang K ai-shek’s 
m onstrous regim e rank as f irs t 
ra te  po litica l and h is to rica l ma 
te ria l.

Y et somehow he misses the 
po in t o f i t  a ll. In  the sum m ing- 
up, a s . it  were, he fa ils  u tte r ly  to 
comprehend the ove r-a ll po litica l 
significance o f events o r to under­
stand S ta lin is t policies. H is book 
thus fa lls  sho rt o f being a great 
social and p o lit ic a l w o rk . In  fac t 
it is m arred by  te rr ib le  confusion 
and d o w n righ t e rro r. The basic 
reason fo r  th is  is tha t Belden is 
not a conscious and consistent 
M a rx is t and is the re fo re  w ithou t 
a po litica l compass.

A T T IT U D E  TO M A R X IS M
’f l ic  venerable Freud once chided 

his opponents, the psych ia tris ts , 
by saying tha t they warmed th e ir 
pot o f soup a t his fire, but refused 
to. acknowledge his hosp ita lity . 
So it is w ith  Belden. Throughout 
he displays a disdain fo r  M a rx ­
ism, w h ile at the same tim e em­
p loy ing the methods o f M arxism  
to analyze Chinese society and ex­
plain the events which he so 
g ra ph ica lly  describes. Nowhere 
does he seem to be aware tha t it 
was M arxism , as a system of 
ideas, th a t furn ished him  the 
clues to an understanding ot 
social phenomena.

W here did he get his ideas on 
the ro le o f im peria lism  in  China 
i f  not fro m  such M arx is ts  as 
Lenin and T ro tsky?  W here did he 
learn to use the method o f class 
analysis to uncover the dynamics 
o f a g re a t revo lu tiona ry  upheaval, 
i f  not from  M arx  and the M a rx ­
ists? W ith o u t any cred it a t a ll 
to the au thor, he has lifte d  
passages fro m  T ro ts k y ’s H is to ry  
o f the Russian R evolution and 
used them  as his own in te rp re tive  
.material on China w ith  a lte ra tions 
so scant th a t th e ir  o rig in a l source 
is a t once obvious to anyone w e ll- 
acquainted w ith  T ro ts k y ’s w r i t ­
ings.

Y e t fo r  M arx ism  he has on ly 
s lig h tin g  references, each one 
compounded o f ignorance and 
e rro r. The “ p ro le ta rian iza tion  of 
nearly  the en tire  Chinese peo­
ple”  due to  the “ collis ion o f the

[ c a p ita lis t , W est and the feudal 
East,”  he te lls  us, “ proceeded not 
aiong any na rrow  M arx ian  pa th ,”  
Since he does not o ffe r  any ex­
planation fo r  th is  s lu r, we are 
en titled  to  question him .

W here and when did M arxism  
prescribe any “ path,”  na rrow  or 
broad, fo r  the process he re fers 
to? And w hat is there th a t is 
“ na rrow ”  about a social, economic 
and po litica l science which has 
stood the test o f a century, and 
to which Belden h im se lf in s tin c ­
tiv e ly  turned, though w ith ou t 
acknowledgement, when w r it in g  
his book?

C O N FU S IO N  ON S T A L IN IS M
W here he deals w ith  the S ta l­

in is t program  fo r  China, Belden 
displays the confusionism  com­
mon to  a ll a n ti-M a rx is ts  na v ig a t­
ing in rough p o litica l waters 
w ith o u t benefit o f a re liab le  com­
pass. He notes the divergence o f 
th is  p rogram  from  “ o rig in a l 
M a rx is t theory ,”  h u t considers 
tha t the S ta lin is ts  were compelled 
by the “ objective conditions of 
Chinese society”  to “ come to 
term s w ith  the devil o f p riva te  
prope rty .”  Experience indicated 
the need to  concentrate th e ir  
a ttack against “ feuda lism ”  by 
means o f land re fo rm  and taugh t 
them “ the. w isdom o f go ing slow.”  
So slow, in  fac t, th a t Mao Tse- 
tung  has proclaim ed the post­
ponement o f the socia list revo lu ­
tion fo r  a hundred years. Mean­
w h ile , there has been a re tre a t 
even fro m  the land re fo rm .

Belden, approving th is brazen 
f l ig h t  from  the s trugg le  fo r  a 
new society, asserts th a t i t  Was 
the “ a lm ost dogm atic fa i th ”  o f 
the Chinese Communists in  the 
objective o f the p ro le ta rian  social­
is t revo lu tion , and the a ttem p t to  
rea lize it ,  th a t “ led to  the defeat 
o f Chinese M arx ism  tw en ty  years 
ago.”  F o llow ing  th is , Mao Tse- 
tung “ waged a constant s tru g g le ”  
to uproo t a ll th is  nonsense from  
the thoughts o f his fo llow ers.

T H E  SECOND R E V O L U T IO N
W ith  a more conscientious 

regard fo r  h is to rica l t ru th , Belden 
would have studied the events of 
1927 (the  record is ample and 
ava ilab le) and discovered tha t it 
was not Chinese M arx ism  which 
suffered defeat and brought the 
Second Chinese Revolution crash­
ing in ru ins, but S ta lin is t op­
portunism  —  the same kind of 
miserable compromise and re trea t 
tha t Mao and his cohorts are 
prac tic ing  today —  except tha t 
conscious treachery to the revo lu ­
tion now takes the place o f op­
portun is t m istakes.

L ike  the disdain he shows fo r  
M arx ism , a constant denigration 
o f the Chinese w o rk in g  class as 
a revo lu tiona ry  po litica l force 
runs like, a le it m otiv  through 
Belden’s book. The M arx is ts  are 
ju s t i 71 w rong  in  contending tha t

the peasantry can p lay a lead­
ing, independent ro le in the revo­
lu tio n  and th is  is being proved 
in China. The c ity  p ro le ta r ia t is 
ju s t o f no account. I t  was “ too 
weak”  in  1927 “ to  p lay  the ro le 
the Russian p ro le ta r ia t did in  the 
Russian Revolution. On th is  hard 
rock the Chinese Com m unist 
p a rty , in fac t, the whole M a rx is t 
world , cracked its  head more 
than once before i t  learned any 
w isdom .”

The au thor would seem to  be 
unaware th a t p ro le ta rian  Shan­
ghai was the m ain powerhouse o f 
the 7927 revo lu tion . The workers 
captured the c ity  and set up then- 
own governm ent, which was the 
on ly  revo lu tiona ry  power in a ll 
China. I t  was destroyed when 
th e ir  Com m unist leaders, on 
orders fro m  Moscow, tu rned i t  
over v o lu n ta r ily  to  the execu­
tioner Chiang Kai-shek. W here 
did the “ weakness”  lie  —  in the 
p ro le ta r ia t o r in its  p o litica l 
leadership ?

RO LE OF P R O L E T A R IA T
A p ro le ta ria t which was “ weak”  

in 1927 is today ju s t “ an in e f­
fective force,”  w ith  no role to 
play in current, events. Th is 
“ objective fac t,”  according to 
Belden, jus tifies  abandonment o f 
the socia list revo lu tion  by the 
S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  compact w ith  
tho class enemies o f the workers. 
By extension i t  ought also to 
ju s t ify  th e ir  clubb ing the workers 
over the head w ith  a ban on 
strikes, com pulsory a rb itra tio n , 
wage slashes and so on.

Nowhere does the au tho r make 
any a ttem p t to exp la in  w hat he 
means by the alleged weakness 
o f the p ro le ta r ia t and its  sup­
posed inab ility ' to p lay  any role, 
much less a leading role, on the 
po litica l arena. He contents h im ­
se lf w ith  the bald assertion. Y et 
w ith  Ch iang’s arm ies d issolv ing 
and his governm ent collapsing, 
the workers were, as a m a tte r o f 
fac t, much s tronger than th e ir  
cap ita lis t enemies. The Shanghai 
bourgeoisie were no t even able 
to interpose between themselves 
and t iie  w orkers  a dependable 
police force. L e t Belden h im se lf 
te s t ify :

“ Crowds in  Shanghai stormed 
the rice shops, the restaurants, 
the grocery stores, the coal shops. 
Police rounded up score3 o f r io te rs  
but had to release them. The ja ils  
were already filled . Moreover, 
policemen had begun to look the 
o ther n a y  when mobs burst in to  
rice shops. ‘W hy should I  arrest 
them ?’ a policeman asked a re ­
porte r. ‘ I  may jo in  them m yself 
tom orrow ’.”

W hat was lack ing  to b r in g  the 
workers in to  action was a revo lu ­
tiona ry  leadership w ith  a p ro ­
gram  th a t would have given these 
p ro le ta rians no t on ly a stake in 
the outcome o f the strugg le , but 
a leading role. However, a ll the

S ta lin is ts  o ffe red them  was a j 
'continuation o f c a p ita lis t slavery. 
In  spite o f th is , Belden can s t i l l  
say th a t the S ta lin is ts  could not 
ca ll fo r  w o rke rs ’ s trikes  because 
“ the Chinese p ro le ta r ia t was such I 
an in e ffe c tive  fo rce .”

F E A R  T H E  W O R KER S
The b lu n t fact; is th a t the S ta l­

inists: feared the w orkers and did 
eve ry th ing  in th e ir  power to  keep 
them passive, because Mao Tse- 
Uu.g had a lready made his d ir ty  
deal w ith  the Chinese bourgeoisie. 
The specific w e ig h t o f the w o rk ­
ing class on the p o litica l arena 
is determ ined fo r  M arx is ts , not 
a r thm e tica lly  in term s o f its  
.numerical p ropo rtion  to  o ther 
classes, bu t by its  s tra teg ic  social 
end economic position. B y sim ple 
a rith m e tic  i t  would be im possible 
to exp la in the leading ro le  o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t in the Russian Revolu­
tion . The Chinese p ro le ta r ia t, 
however, i f  one considers the in ­
du s tria l w o rkers  toge ther w ith  
the m illions  o f c ity  poor, is no 
less a force, in p ropo rtion  to other 
classes, than was the Russian 
p ro le ta r ia t in  1917.

Belden appraises the S ta lin is t 
rise to p o lit ic a l power as no th ing  
loss than a completed social revo­
lu tion . I t  would be a “ funda­
m ental e rro r,”  he states, to  regard 
the S ta lin is ts  as the leaders of 
“ a mere re fo rm  movem ent.”  And 
w hy ? Because “ any movement 
which overth row s p ro pe rty  re la ­
tionships, tu rns  out the govern­
in g  class, changes the ta x  system, 
assaults the c u ltu ra l and re lig ious 
pa tte rns, arouses bloody passions 
among m illio ns  o f people and 
produces a social convulsion of- 
continenta l p ropo rtions can ha rd ly  
be called an y th in g  bu t a revo lu ­
tion .”

W H A T  W A S  C H A N G E D ?
Let us see. The “ bloody pas­

sions”  were not aroused by the 
S ta lin is ts . N o r did they engineer 
the “ social convulsion.”  These 
v e re  the ob jective premises of 
the great upheaval. A t f irs t  the 
S ta lin is ts  curbed the popu lar 
passions. Then they made use of 
them. Changes in  the tax  system 
and assaults on cu ltu ra l patterns 
are not in  themselves c r ite r ia  o f 
social change. I f  they M ere, H itle r  
could have been considered a 
revo lu tion is t.

The decisive elem ent is p rope rty  
re la tions and here ve ry  l i t t le  has 
been changed. E xprop ria ted  land- 
ho ld ings in pa rts  o f N o rth  China 
have been d is tribu te d  to  land- 
h u ng ry  peasants. In  South China 
the land confiscation p rogram  has 
been to ta l ly  abandoned and the 
land in  th is  vast area, where land­
lo rd ism  has a lw ays existed in its  
v ile s t and most oppressive form s, 
rem ains in the hands o f the land ­
lords. C a p ita lis t ownership o f In­
du s try  is in ta c t except fo r  en ter­
prises prev ious ly  nationalized by

the K uom in tang  and w hich con­
tinue  to  be state - owned. The 
S ta lin is t p rog ram  expressly p re ­
serves c a p ita lis t p riva te  prope rty . 
Where, then, is the revo lu tion?

A p a rt from  the m eager and 
measly land re fo rm , the on ly  im ­
portant change is in  the govern­
m ental power. Y'et even here 
th ings are not at a ll as “ revo lu ­
tio n a ry ”  as they m igh t seem. Mao 
Tse-tung s its  in  a governm ent 
cheek by jo w l w ith  po litica l rep re ­
sentatives o f the bourgeoisie and 
an assorted coterie o f generals 
who fe ll out w ith  Chiang K a i- 
shek. Am ong the la tte r  is  the 
malodorous butcher L i Chi-sen, 
executioner o f the Canton Com­
mune. I t  Mould, o f course, be a 
m istake to  underra te  the im ­
portance o f the ovcrthrOM' o f the 
K uom in tang  and the rise to  power 
o f the S ta lin is ts . A g rea te r m is­
take, the one Belden com m its, is 
to regard th is  development as a 
completed social revo lu tion .

R E F O R M IS T  P O LIC Y
None o f the pressing social 

problem s w hich gave rise  to  the 
upheaval in China, and which p ro ­
jected the S ta lin is ts  in to  the seats 
o f power, has been solved. The 
S ta lin is t p rogram , indeed, p re ­
cludes even a s ta r t  t  ow ard a 
solution. A  mere change o f gov­
ernm ent, however i t  m ay have 
been accomplished, is not a social 
revo lu tion . W h a t is decisive is the 
p rogram  o f th a t governm ent. The. 
p rogram  o f S ta lin ’s Chinese 
henchmen is by every tes t re fo rm ­
is t, no t revo lu tiona ry , and on ly  
m ild ly  re fo rm is t a t tha t.

W ith  whatever in te rv a l o f tim e, 
the next stage o f the revo lu tion  
w ill su re ly  a rrive . The armed 
rebellion o f the South China 
peasants aga inst the S ta lin is t 
pou’or is the ha rb inge r o f events 
to come. The w orkers  and peasants 
w ill sweep away the landlords and 
cap ita lis ts  —  and w ith  them th e ir  
newest po litica l agents and 
defenders.

Belden should understand th is . 
And he can, i f  he w i l l  on ly  th ro w  
o f f  his d isda in fu l a tt itu d e  tow ard 
M arx ism  and study i t  System­
a tic a lly  and w ith  the same con­
scientiousness th a t he b rings to 
his reporting .

I — — ---------------------------------------------------

LEON TROTSKY
F A S C IS M  —  W h a t i t  is  —
H ow  to F ig h t  I t .  48 pages,

price  15c.
A  com p ila tion  o f a rtic les  by
Leon T ro ts k y  on fascism , in ­
c lud ing :

1. The T ragedy o f the Ger­
man P ro le ta r ia t

2. The Collapse o f Bour­
geois Dem ocracy

3. The Perspective Ahead 
in  the  U n ited  States.

O rder from
PIONEER PUBLISHERS

W hy No Action on Unemployment?
On the fron t page of this issue our read- prepare for “ the thing that h it us in 

ers w ill find figures and facts relating to 1929” is righ t now!
the forces which are now inexorably feed- That is why both his companies, in the 
ing unemployment. I t  has grown by leaps face of increasing “ sales and earnings”
and bounds for almost a year, until some have been amassing vast liquid reserves
5 million are now admittedly without of “ the same type”  that enabled them to
jobs. This official figure is a flagrant un- “ earn money and pay dividends regular-
der-estimation. Actually there are at least ly ”  through the depression of the Thir-
a million more jobless and, barring an im- ties and w ill prepare them “ now for the
mediate outbreak of war, their number is thing that is going to come.”
bound to increase. Avery said fla tly, “ I am becoming more

Just when w ill the official leaders of and more convinced momentarily that it
the labor movement start advocating ef- is not far away.”  Whether his forecast is
fective steps, fo r example the institution righ t or wrong, the fact remains that Av-
of the 30-hour week w ith no decrease in ery is not a chance individual, he personi-
weekly wages, to combat this terrible f  ies a class, whose interests he serves and
danger? in whose behalf he speaks and acts. In

From all indications, these labor lead- any case, his companies are prepared, and,
ers still remain as unconcerned about the while other corporation heads may not
problem of unemployment as “ Fair Deal- Say so quite frankly, they too are busily
er”  Truman himself, who recently diag- piling up their cash reserves,
nosed the situation as altogether “ heal- And unemployment isn’t something 
thy.”  “ that is going to come.”  I t  is here already.

Contrast this do-nothing attitude and N0t  jn j t s wovst  aspects, to be sure. But
pollyanna twaddle w ith the words and ,(• ;s already so acute as to cry out for
actions of such a prominent figure as action. When all the Averies “ prepare,”
Sewell L. Avery, chairman of both the jsn’t  j t  high time for the labor leaders to
U. S. Gypsum Co. and the mail order giant make some preparations too in the inter-
of Montgomery Ward & Co. He has told ests 0f  those whom they are supposed to
the Gypsum shareholders that the timfe to serve ?



The Miners’ Wives
By P. Forest

A  t r ip  to  no rthe rn  W est V irg in ia , seat o f some 
o f the m ost m il ita n t  mass picketing- o f the ju s t-  
concluded m ine s trike , reveals th a t the m iners ’ 
■wives played an im p o rta n t role. T h is  is one o f 
the m any facets o f the successful m ine s trugg le  
th a t the local press dealt w ith  ske tch ily  and the 
na tiona l ca p ita lis t press no t a t a ll. The m ost 
th a t could be gleaned fro m  the b ig  da ilies was 
th a t the  w ives were " ta k in g ”  the long f ig h t  and 
em pty  food baskets because they had no choice. 
In  tru th ,  however, the ro le  they played was not 
a  passive bu t an active one. Here are bu t a few  
incidents.

I t  seems th a t the union had pe rm itted  pum p­
ers and a few  o ther maintenance men to w ork 
fo r  the Pursg love Coal Co. d u rin g  the s trike . 
The women took a d iffe re n t a ttitud e . They 
th re w  up tw o p icke t .lines, one b lock ing the road 
and the o ther the bridge lead ing to  the tipp le . 
They le t on ly  the forem an th rough . T h is  action 
on the  p a r t  o f 50 women who took m a tte rs  in to  
th e ir  own hands no t on ly  stopped the maintenance 
men bu t qu ick ly  led the company to  “ reconsider”  
its  decision to  t r y  to have m aintenance men.

In  Charleston, W . Va., the women jo ined the 
p icke t line  o f th e ir  men. The snobbery o f the 
ow ner’s son p a r tic u la r ly  aroused th e ir  anger. The 
women p ickets s tripped his s h ir t  and jabbed 
ha tp ins in to  h is shoulders. The “ rough ing  up”  o f 
the  scion o f w ea lth  led to a rrests  b u t did no t 
stop the women fro m  con tinu ing  w ith  th e ir  
p icke ting .

The women also took an active ro le on the ques­
tio n  o f m iners ’ re lie f. W h ile  the m iners appealed 
to  o ther labo r bodies, the w ives w ent door to

the  MILITANT
door in  th e ir  own and surround ing com m unities, 
and then they helped decorate the ha ll, meet dele­
ga tions o f U A W  and o ther w orkers who had 
displayed th e ir  labo r s o lid a rity  by con tribu ting  
to m iners ’ re lie f, and aided in  the d is tr ib u tio n  of 
the food to the m ost needy fam ilies .

Precisely because the role o f the women was 
an active one i t  was inev itab le  th a t i t  shoulc 
lead to organ iza tion . In  Beckley, W. Va., the 
women decided to back up th e ir  husbands in the 
f ig h t  fo r  a con tract by o rgan iz ing  themselves in to  
a W omen’s A u x ilia ry . They form ed th is  organ iza­
tion  “ to help m iners a t a ll tim es, p a rtic u la r ly  
d u rin g  s trikes .”  M rs. Haynes H ayw orth , w ife  o l 
the treasu re r o f the U M W  local a t A m igo , and 
o rgan izer o f th is  women’s a u x ilia ry , was asked 
w hat the w ives would do i f  th e ir  husbands de­
cided to  go back to w ork  w ith o u t a contract.

“ Then,”  she answered qu ick ly , “ the y ’d have to 
do the housework too. They w i l l  have to bu ild  
fires , cook th e ir  own food, wash th e ir  own clothes, 
clean the house and h ire  baby s itte rs  to  take 
care o f the ch ildren w h ile  they are in  the m ines.”

B u t there  was never any question a t a ll — ex­
cept in the m inds o f ca p ita lis t reporters —  o f 
the m iners re tu rn in g  to w ork  w ith o u t a contract. 
The m iners themselves no t on ly fo u g h t against 
the coal barons, they also welcomed the action 
o f th e ir  w ives. One m iner said: “ O ur w ives are 
r ig h t.  We can’t  w o rk  on em pty stomachs. And 
we won’t  w o rk  w ith o u t a con tract.”

These actions on the p a r t o f the women w ill 
be sure to leave th e ir  m ark  on the com m unity 
as a whole.
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A ’Do-Good’ Minister
By Frank Rossi

The m in is te r is a w e ll-m ean ing man. Here in  
h is l i t t le  com m unity  in the m ine area he o r­
ganized a m ission fo r  the m iners. A l l  in  a ll, he 
did a good job o f ra l ly in g  m a te ria l support from  
the com m unity  fo r  the m iners. As a resu lt, some 
$2,000 w o rth  o f food arid clothes was collected 
fo r  the m iners ’ fam ilies . A  commendable achieve­
m ent, especially when the m iners were beleaguer­
ed. Y e t we m ust note a deficiency.

The federa l cou rt in ju n c tio n  th row n  a t  the 
m iners was com ple te ly ignored by them. A s the 
Charleston, W . Va., Chamber o f Commerce 
observed, the in jun c tion  “ has not. even been 
trea ted w ith  respectable contem pt.”  Thus, in  the 
fina l weeks o f the s trike , the m iners ’ de term ina­
tion  to  defeat the operators, regardless o f federa l 
in junc tions , created a problem  fo r  people like  
the m in is te r. He was confronted w ith  the m iners 
and the governm ent p itte d  against each other. 
W ha t to  do?

Maybe he w restled  w ith  his conscience; we do 
no t know. A nyw ay, he decided th a t he could not 
f ig h t w ith  the m iners aga inst the governm ent 
and th a t he would have to resign h's position as 
com m unity  leader o f the m iners. I t  was a b it 
m ore com plicated than th is , b u t th is  was the g is t 
o f his actions. I t ’s one th in g  fo r  the m iners to 
de fy  the governm ent, b u t qu ite  another th in g  fo r  
a respectable m ember o f the com m unity  like  the 
m in is te r to do the same. O ut o f the quest'on!

The m iners needed help m ore than ever now 
th a t the in ju n c tio n  was -hanging over them  ? 
T h a t’s true , b u t the m in is te r decided th a t his 
h igh e r du ty  was to respect not the m iners, but 
the  governm ent. So he resigned his post.

A  m eeting w h ich was called to establish a new 
organ iza tion  to  replace h is m ission was attended 
by  a M ine rs ’ R e lie f Com m ittee. Th is com m ittee

eo'inprised a num ber o f m ilita n ts  fro m  man} 
locals. I t  was p r im a r ily  a union a f fa ir  w h ile  th< 
m ission was a com m un ity  a ffa ir .  T h is  M inerr 
R e lie f Com m ittee had been qu ite  successful « 
g e ttin g  the support o f m any other labor union- 
in the la rg e r c ities  o f Pennsylvania, Ohio, etc. 1 
had already raised several thousand do lla rs fo; 
the m iners. Now i t  came to  o ffe r  the M issioi 
Com m ittee its  help.

Then came the pa yo ff. The M ission Com m itte 
accepted th is  help b u t soon began to im p ly  tha 
the chairm an o f the M iners ’ R e lie f Committee 
was a —  com m unist. Before long the m ission wa: 
converted in to  a “ lo y a lty ”  cou rt fo r  tes tin g  tlv  
pol tica l in te g r ity  o f the leader o f the organiza 
tion  th a t had come to  o ffe r  its  hand in aid to  thi 
m iners!

T ha t p u t eve ry th ing  in  a new lig h t  fo r  th< 
m in is te r who had ju s t resigned. Now he fe lt  w  
fea r in con tinu ing  to be active, once such actio i 
meant he could p lay  a leading ro le in impugning 
the “ commies.”  Eager to show the s tu f f  he wa: 
made of, he volunteered to b r in g  “ the fac ts ”  t  
the next m eeting, p ro v in g  the “ g u i l t ”  o f the 
leader o f the M iners ’ R e lie f Com m ittee. B e tle i 
s t i l l ,  he would b rin g  the F B I!

There we have it .  Yesterday, the m in is te r war 
the champion o f d is tra u g h t m iners against th< 
w orld . The m iners openly challenge the govern 
ment. Today the m in is te r becomes the cham pior 
o f the d is tra u g h t governm ent aga inst —  not th 
m iners, exactly  —  on ly  some o f the m iners. The 
is. the “ reds.”  Tom orrow ? I f  the m iners had no 
won the s trike , i f  they had been forced to con 
tinue in th e ir  “ unrespectable contem pt,”  we ca 
sa fe ly  conclude th a t the m in is te r, lik e  so man- 
o ther w e ll-w ishers and do - gooders, would b, 
savagely a ttack ing  the  m iners.

New UAW Group 
Makes Good Start 
In Toledo Election

TO LED O , M arch 4 —  As the 
s tr ike  o f the P laskon workers fo r 
pensions and o ther demands en­
tered its  fo u rth  week, in te rna l Pn- 
on developments took the spot­

lig h t.
F o r the f i r s t  tim e  in local CIO 

h is to ry , a c ity -w ide  group has 
been form ed to challenge the long- 
ntrenched r ig h t  w in g  leadership 
of the 25,000 member am algam ­
ated Local 12 o f the U A W . The 
group, ca llin g  its e lf  the “ U A W  
Com m ittee fo r  B e tte r Un ion ism ,”  
ran a slate o f candidates in the 
recent elections o f Local 12. A c ­
cord ing to the  loca l’s president, 
the opposition sla te ’s leading can­
didate received one-quarter o f the 
votes cast. T h is  showing more ; 
than satis fied  the new group.

The opposition program  cor­
re c tly  analyzes the ad m in is tra ­
tio n ’s reg im e as one which has' 
weakened the union. They ca ll fo r  
a re tu rn  o f the union to  the f ig h t­
ing s p ir it  o f the 1930’s, an honest 
and dem ocratic adm in is tra tion , 
fu l l  support to  the cu rre n t pen­
sion f ig h t, wage increases out o f 
p ro fits  and ran k -an d -file  p a rtic i­
pation in  union a ffa irs .

The a d m in is tra tion  sought to 
hang, the “ com m unist”  ta g  on the 
new group bu t those fa m il ia r  w ith  
local U A W  developments know 
th a t the few  S ta lin is ts  who ad­
here to  i t  have been successfully 
isolated and th e ir  policies re je c t­
ed in fa vo r o f a p rogram  o f demo­
c ra tic  and m il ita n t trade  union 
princ ip les and a pro-C IO  orien ta ­
tion .

S it-In  S trikers U A W  Officials 
Propose Retreat 
A t Chrysler

DETROIT, March 5 — Retreat on the Chrysler front, 
lut an offensive launched against General Motors marked 
this past week’s United Auto Workers strategy. Union 
leaders o ffe red  to send the men •>

These tw o young women, along w ith  16 other members o f 
Local 65, W holesale and Warehouse W orkers Union, called a s it-  
in  s tr ik e  a t the F u ld  Co. in N . Y . C ity  where the em ployer, p lan­
n ing  to move out o f town, fired  them . A  few years ago the loss 
o f a job d idn ’t  mean so much because there were new ones to  be 
found. But now, w ith  unem ploym ent ris in g  stead ily , i t  rea lly  hurts.

R E P LA C E M E N TS
In  the Spicer u n it  o f Local 12, 

where the opposition has its  m ain 
support, the r ig h t  w in g  suffered 
a heavy defeat in  the elections. 
I ts  lead ing candidates were re ­
placed by m ilita n ts  pledged to re ­
store conditions to w h a t they 
were before the r ig h t  w in g  won 
con tro l o f the un it. T h is  v ic to ry  
fo r  the opposition is especially 
s ig n if ic a n t because the Spicer 
p lan t now employs on ly 1,300 
w orkers whereas the la s t tim e the 
opposition was represented in the 
leadership to  any extent over 
3,000 were employed.

The decline in  the num ber o f 
workers, leav ing  in  the p lan t 
those who are tra d itio n a lly  more 
conservative, resulted in  a clean

N .r. PAINTERS LEADERS 
BEGIN WITCH-HUNT PURGE

NEW YORK — District Council 9 of the AFL Paint 
ers Union took the first step in lining up with the witch­
hunt in the labor movement by expelling Louis Weinstock
M orris  G ainor and M orris  Davis, 
the three leading S ta lin is ts  in the 
d is tr ic t. They were charged w ith  
v io la tin g  the un ion ’s cons titu tion  
which excludes from  membership 
anyone who is “ a m ember o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  and has Con­
s is ten tly  associated h im se lf w ith  
o ther organ izations which sub­
scribe to  the doctrines o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  and w hich ex­
pound and prom ote doctrines and 
philosophies in im ica l to  and sub­
versive to the fundam enta l p r in ­
ciples o f the Governm ent and the 
A F L .”

The tr ia l evidence against 
W einstock m ere ly consisted o f

back to w o rk , negotia te  con tract 
changes fo r  30 days, and f in a lly  
a rb itra te  a ll disputes w ith  C hrys­
le r —  i f  the company would g ra n t 
ten cents fo r  pensions, place th is  
fund  in  a tru s t, and provide fo r  
jo in t  ad m in is tra tion .

W hat was the reason fo r  th is  
la tes t union con tract re trea t?  
“ The peace proposal was intended 
to  answer the com pany’s conten­
tions th a t the un ion is d ragg ing  
out the s tr ik e  by in s is tin g  on 
ta lk in g  at th is  tim e  about con­
tra c t m atters .”  So said N orm an 
M atthew s, U A W  Regional D irec ­
to r.

B u t w h ile  re tre a t to a rb itra tio n , 
which has cost Ford  w orkers a 
pa id lunch period and given the 
company the r ig h t  to speed up 
production a t w il l,  is  be ing p ro ­
posed on the C h rys le r con tract 
fro n t, an o ffens ive  aga inst the  
p ro fit-b lo a ted  General M otors 
C orpora tion  has been declared. 
U n ion demands on GM adopted by 
a conference o f 250 delegates 
fro m  100 p lan ts  to ta l 31c an hour.

N E W  GM D E M A N D S  
The U A W  is thus fo llo w in g  be­

hind the coal m iners by upp ing 
th e ir  own 1950 goal from  ten 
cents won a t Ford  and now being 
demanded o f C h rys le r, to  the new

the ranks to  changing the ro tte n  
agreem ent than there was to  the 
pension. T h is  problem w il l  be 
presented b y  the leadership to a 
s tr ike  mass m eeting th is  com ing 
Tuesday.

U n ion is ts  p o in t ou t th a t the 
C h rys le r C orpo ra tion  lis tens to 
reason on ly  when power is ap­
plied, and when th is  s tr ik e  power 
is removed, “ ta lk in g ”  is useless. 
The new GM con trac t demands 
w i l l  be compromised fro m  the be­
g in n in g * i f  con trac t concessions 
asked o f C h rys le r are th ro w n  to  
a rb itra tio n .

D E T R O IT , M arch 7 —  “ W e o f ­
fered to  a rb itra te  the  con tract 
w ith  C hrys le r on ly as a m aneu­
ver,”  said W a lte r Rcuther today 
before a m eeting o f 20,000 C hrys­
le r s tr ike rs . He re a ffirm e d  the 
c o n tra c t’ demands, c la im ing  even 
th a t fu r th e r  demands would be 
made on the a rro g a n t co rpora tion  
i f  the s tr ik e  lasted another week. 
T h is  s ta tem ent received a tre m ­
endous ovation.

He did  no t say w ha t he would 
do i f  the  com pany agreed to his 
“ m aneuver,”  o ffe red  a few  pen­
nies fo r  pensions, and thus faced 
R euther w ith  his own agreem ent 
to end the s trike . He did  no t ex- 

GM package. The 31c includes a I p la in  w hy the union had been re -

From the Yugoslav Press
F rom  tim e  to tim e, The M il ita n t wilJ pr.'nt 

in fo rm a tio n  based on reports  in the Yugoslav 
press wh ich receive i i t t le  o r no coverage in A m e ri­
can papers.

*  *  *

The jo in t  S ovie l-Y ugoslav nav iga tion  company, 
“ YouspacT,”  was liqu ida ted las t year a fte r  tw o 
years o f operations. D ra w in g  the balance sheet 
o f its  record, Rad, o ffic ia l period ica l o f the Y ugo­
slav Trade U n ion Federation, concluded th a t fa r  
fro m  being a jo in t  enterprise, i t  was “ a pu re ly  
Soviet sh ipp ing  concern”  in the operation o f which 
the K rem lin  “ imposed on Yugoslav ia  economic 
re la tions  devoid o f a ll eq ua lity  in  r ig h ts  and ex­
p lo ited  i t  econom ically.”

In  1947-48 “ Youspad”  carried  fo r  Y ugoslavia  
220 m T lion  m e tric  tons a t the ra te  o f 40 paras 
a ton. The S oviet U n ion shipped 190 m illio n  metric- 
tons a t less than h a lf these rates. O ther countries 
were charged 28 paras a ton. The de fic it borne by 
the Yugoslav economy amounted to  38 m illion  
d inars. In  add ition  Rad po in ts out th a t the 
K re m lin  fa iled  to live  up to  a s ingle one o f Is
ob liga tions to “ Youspad.”

!?: *  *

Mosha Piyade, p ro m ine n t m ember o f the 
Y ugoslav P o litbu reau , delivered a speech in 
December exposing the ro le o f the K rem lin  in 
b low ing  up the nego tia tions betyveen Yugoslav'.-, 
and B u lga ria  to fo rm  a federa tion . A  d irec t meet­
in g  between the B u lga rian  and Yugoslav repre 
sentatives in  Belgrade was countermanded by
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d irect orders fro m  M olotov who instructed both 
pa rties  to  proceed to  Moscow.

Piyade, as ch ie f o f the Y ugoslav delegation 
had occasion to  meet tw ice w ith  S ta lin , who ap 
pa ren tly  played his custom ary game o f du p lic ity . 
The B u lga rians demanded p a r ity  “ in  w h ich Bu! 
ga ria  Would have one u n it, and Yugoslavia , as •• 
whole, another. . . We, however, considered th a t 
B u lga ria  could be on ly  one o f the seven federal 
un its .”

“ The f ir s t  tim e, when the tw o delegations made 
a jo in t  call on h im , S ta lin  spoke in the s p ir it  o f 
the B u lga rian  view, hence in fa v o r o f dual fed­
era tion , o ffe r in g  as an exp lanation th a t B ulgaria  
had been an independent country. . . W hen a day 
o r tw o  la te r we were a t a d inner g iven by S ta lir 
he h im se lf reopened the conversation on th ' 
m a tte r, and then f irm ly  m ainta ined the v iew  tha! 
B u lga ria  could be on ly  one o f seven federat've. 
un its .”

“ F in a lly ,”  said Piyade, “ a ll these e ffo rts  o f 
Nov. 1944 to a lm ost rhe end o f Feb. 1945, came 
to  an end, and no t on ly  federa tion  b u t any hope 
o f a tre a ty  o f alliance [w ith  B u lg a ria ] was finally 
abandoned. T h is  was done a t the request o f the 
Soviet governm ent.”

The B r it is h  also opposed a federa tion  o f B u l­
ga ria  and Y ugos lav ia ; they wanted one “ w h ic l 
would also include A lban ia , Greece and T u rkey .”

In  conclusion Piyade said: “ Now, these un­
deniable fac ts  which I  have here re la ted, ant' 
which are on ly  a p a rt, as I  have not to ld  a ll, show 
m ost p la in ly  th a t in the h is to ry  o f ju d ic ia l scandal' 
there has sure ly  never been a t r ia l  based on sue! 
f la g ra n tly  fa lse  evidence as th is  Sofia tr ia l.  Thr 
on ly r iv a l is the Budapest T r ia l.  . .

“ I f  Traieho Rostov was hanged m ere ly  fo r  
w an ting  a federa tion  w ith  Y ugoslavia , a lth o u g l 
he insisted precise ly on the same fo rm  o f federa 
tion , w ith  B u lga rian  hegemony, as a ll the othe 
members o f the B u lga rian  Politbu reau , t.her 
fro m  th e ir  standpo in t, fro m  the standpo in t o f th ' 
ind ic tm ent o f .  th a t shocking t r ia l ,  they havr 
hanged an innocent man.”

*  *  *

A ccord ing to  T a n ju g  repo rt, Belgrade, Jan. 30, 
elections fo r  “ w orkers councils”  in  mines, fac 
tories and o ther Y ugoslav enterprises have beer 
tak in g  place. The dispatch speaks o f these .- 
“ new bodies in the system o f economic manage­
ment, wh ich, in cooperation w ith  the management 
o f  the enterprises, w i l l  take measures to promote 
production, im prove the w o rkers ’ l iv in g  standards, 
and con tro l the m anagement in the fu lf il lm e n t o f 
its  ob liga tions tow ard  the w orkers .”

The vo tin g  is by secret ba llo t. Am ong those 
reported elected in Bosnia-Herzegovina are “ the 
best w orkers, the shock-brigaders, the innovators 
and ra tiona lize rs .”  S ingled ou t fo r  special m ention 
is A liy a  S iro tanovich, “ in it ia to r  o f socia list com 
pe tition  among Yugoslav m iners fo r  a tta in in g  
h igh labo r p ro d u c tiv ity .”

sweep fo r the r ig h t w ing  a year j establishing his openly acknowl-
ago. Now, having had a good 
taste o f the r ig h t  w in g ’s in a b ility  
to m a in ta in  even the old condi­
tions, to say no th ing  o f im p rov ­
ing  them, the membership turned 
them ou t o f office.

In  another u n it election a t the 
la rge Champion Spark P lug p lan t, 
7 ou t o f 9 opposition ists were 
elected to office, tu rn in g  ou t the 
r ig h t  w in g  ad m in is tra tion  which 
had been in  continuous contro l 
since the u n it  was organized. In  
the elections a t DeV ilb iss, the op­
position to the r ig h t  w in g  was 
v ic torious.

These developments in local 
U A W  circles have b rough t a new 
atmosphere to Toledo, the begin­
n ing  o f a resurgence o f the old 
U A W  f ig h t in g  s p ir it .  The m ain 
reason fo r  th is  is the cu rre n t a t

edged membership in  the CP. 
S im ila r charges had been p re­
fe rred  against him  in  1945 when 
he was secre tary - treasu re r of 
D is tr ic t Council 9 which, w ith  the 
approval or at least the know ­
ledge o f the In te rn a tio n a l E x ­
ecutive Board, dismissed the 
charges.

W einstock was then pe rm itted  
to v io la te  the un ion ’s constitu tion  
because he was fo llo w in g  to  the 
le tte r  the p ro -w a r S ta lin is t po licy  
o f the tim e. No be traya l o f the 
pa in te rs ’ in te rests  and conditions 
—  a ll o f course fo r  the “ w a r 
e ffo rt.”  —  was too low  or d ir ty  
fo r ' th is  S ta lin is t hack. He had 
urged the D epartm ent o f Justice 
to ja i l  the 18 T ro tsky is ts  indicted 
under the S m ith  A c t; he had ap- 

to the governm ent to. , .... : pealed to the governm enttack on the unions by a m il l io n -11 . T , .  r • ,prosecute John L. Lew is and theaires ’ com m ittee o f bankers and 
in d u s tria lis ts  which seeks to make 
th is  a low  wage-scale tow n in  o r­
der to a ttra c t business. I t  augurs 
w e ll fo r  the fu tu re  th a t a section 
o f the local labo r movement has 
come fo rw a rd  w ith  a f ig h t in g  p ro ­
gram  to meet th is  challenge.

m iners fo r  s tr ik in g  d u rin g  the 
war.

None o f these an ti-la bo r crimes 
o f W einstock became the basis 
o f charges. On the con tra ry , it 
was perhaps precisely because of 
them th a t the w itch  - hunters

closed th e ir  eyes to W einstock’s 
po litica l a ffilia tio n s .

One year ago, W einstock was 
again placed on charges fo r  
membership in  the CP. The Dis 
t r ic t  Couneil fa iled  to act even 
though i t  was instructed to do so 
by the General E xecutive Board 
to which an appeal had been 
made. The t r ia l  and expulsion o f 
W einstock and h is cohorts has 
its  o r ig in  in W einstock’s opposi­
tion  to  a $17.50 assessment fo r  
o rgan iza tion  w o rk  requested by 
the D is tr ic t  Council. C a lling  the 
assessment “ a g ra f t ”  —  although- 
he had levied and collected m any 
such funds when hq was secretary- 
treasu re r —- he went, to the courts 
and obtained an in ju n c tio n  against 
the tax. B ut W einstock was not 
charged o r expelled on th is  basis.

In  add ition  to  membership in 
the CP, one o f the o ther charges 
aga inst W einstock, G ainor and 
Davis was pa rtic ip a tion  in  the 
U n ited  M ay Day Parade Com­
m ittee , “ which has been lis ted by 
the U n ited  States A tto rn e y - 
General as a subversive o rgan­
iza tion .”  C la rk ’s subversive lis t,  
attacked by the CIO  and A F L  
as a police state measure, was 
o r ig in a lly  intended m ere ly  as a 
condition fo r  governm ent em ploy­
ment.

The sham eful action o f D is­
tr ic t Council 9 drags th is  re ­
pressive measure in to  the labor 
movement and p riva te  em ploy­
ment. F o r th is  reason alone, not 
to  speak o f the dem ocratic r ig h t 
o f a ll trade un ion ists to  th e ir 
po litica l beliefs, the pa in ters 
should vote a resounding “ N o”  to 
the expulsion o f W einstock, 
G ainor and Davis, a ll th e ir  other 
crimes against the labo r move­
ment no tw iths tand ing .

f la t  nine cents wage increase and 
22c fo r pensions and health in s u r­
ance.

O ther ob jectives are : T ra n s fo r­
m ation  o f the escalator section 
o f the  GM con trac t in to  a one­
w ay clause guarantee ing an e igh t- 
cent ye a rly  wage boost. (The 
present escalator clause in  the 
GM con tract was c ritic ized  by 
The M il ita n t  fo r  its  low  base 
ra te , and fo r  be ing geared to fa lse 
governm ent s ta tis tics .) T r ip le  
tim e  fo r  ho liday w o rk , tim e-and- 
a -h a lf fo r  S atu rday and double­
tim e  fo r  Sunday; and a union 
shop (backed up by. a 7 - to - i gov­
ernm ent-conducted vote th is  past 
week).

The conference tha t adopted 
these demands requested T rum an 
to seize the coal m ines and con­
fisca te  a ll p ro fits  u n t il the op­
era to rs agree to the s tr ik e rs ’ 
term s.

N ego tia tions a t C h rys le r were 
s t i l l  stalemated. The company has 
rejected the un ion ’s la te s t bid fo r  
peace. The more a le rt un ion is ts  
■f— f ly in g  squadron members and 
m il ita n t stewards —  are hostile  
to the un ion ’s new o ffe r  which, 
they feel, th row s in  the sponge 
on the con trac t f ig h t .  These fee l 
th a t ca llin g  o f f  the  s tr ike , and 
then “ ta lk in g ”  o r “ a rb it ra t in g ”  a 
new agreem ent, w i l l  be h a rm fu l 
to the union.

A W E A S E L  W A Y ?
The un ion ists reca ll v iv id ly  

R euther’s s ta tem ent a t a m em ­
bership m eeting ju s t preceding 
the s trike , th a t the con tract 
“ would not be exterided fiv e  m in ­
utes, le t alone fiv e  years.”  H is  
new a rb itra t io n  proposal, how­
ever, appears to  many to  be on ly 
a weasel way o f p u ttin g  an ex­
tension over on the m embership.

When the s tr ik e  was f i r s t  c a ll­
ed, there was g re a te r response in

pea ting  its  “ m aneuver”  w ith  fu l l  
page ads since la s t F riday .

R euthe r’s reference to  a rb itra t­
in g  the  con tract as a “ maneuver”  
came in  the face o f resentm ent 
and h o s t ility  fro m  the  ranks 
aga inst h is o f fe r  to subm it the 
con tract demands to  a rb itra tio n .

The s p ir it  o f the m eeting was 
h igh , s tim u la ted by  the  v ic to ry  o f 
the  coal m iners. N orm an M a t­
thews, C h rys le r un ion d irec to r, 
was v igo rous ly  applauded when 
he said: “ I  w ish  I  had a hat. I f  
I  had one, I  w ould take i t  o f f  to 
John L . L e w is .”  He fa iled , how­
ever, to  even , com m ent on the o f­
fe r  o f s o lid a rity  o f John L . Lew is. 
Lew is has o ffe red  to  con tribu te  
$1,000,000 to the C hrys le r s tr ik ­
ers. Th is is in  sharp con trast to 
R euther’s lack o f pub lic  support 
o r o ffe r  to  the m ine w orkers when 
they  were under governm ent and 
B ig  Business a ttack  in  th e ir  re ­
cent s trike .

SDF LEADERS OVERRIDE MEMRERS ON SP ONITY
By- Albert Parker

The Socialist P a rty ’s wooing o f 
the Social Dem ocratic Federation, 
w ith  which the SP wants to  merge 
as qu ick ly  as possible, suffered 
a re b u ff on Feb. 25, when the 
SDF N a tiona l Executive Com­
m ittee  voted unanim ously to  post­
pone action on the un ifica tion  
proposal a t th is  tim e.

The Social Democrats are fond 
o f ta lk in g  about democracy, bu t 
ev idently  th e ir  leaders are fonder 
o f ta lk in g  about i t  than prac tic ing  
it. In  a referendum  held ju s t las t 
December, 52.6% o f the SDF’ 
membership had voted in  fa vo r o f 
m erg ing  the tw o organizations. 
B u t a fte r  a ll, w h a t is a m a jo r ity  
vote to professional demoeracy- 
sh outers ?

The SDF leadership decided 
th a t i t  would consider th is  vote 
as m erely “ adviso ry”  in  na tu re ; 
besides, i t  adds, the vote was 
“ close.”  That obviously gives the 
NEC the r ig h t to disregard it ,  
and to continue w ax ing  ind ignan t 
at the “ to ta lita r ia n ”  and “ am ora l”  
character o f revo lu tiona ry  M a rx ­

is m .

SOM E DEM O C R A TS !
A n even la rg e r m a jo r ity  o f the 

SDF’ members (64.8% ) had voted 
in fa v o r o f ho ld ing sim ultaneous 
conventions o f the tw o  organ iza­
tions to consider a p rogram  fo r

organ ic u n ity . Judg ing  from  the 
re p o rt o f the N EC  m eeting 
p rin ted  in the M arch 4 New 
header, the N E C  d idn ’ t  even 
bother to act on th is  proposal, 
ju s t sweeping i t  aside w ith o u t 
mention. In  the Social Dem ocratic 
scale o f values, 11 NEC  members 
have g rea te r w e igh t than alm ost 
tw o -th irds  o f the members.

The on ly  concession made to 
the m a jo r ity  o f the membership 
by the N EC  was the passage o f 
m o to rs  a u tho riz ing  collabora tion 
w ith  the SP in the establishm ent 
o f a Socia lis t Bureau and jo in t  
educational propaganda fo r  the 
“ basic ideas o f socialism ,”  which 
is standard SDF te rm ino logy  fo r  
dem ocratic cap ita lism , the “ w e l­
fa re  sta te ,”  etc.

W H Y  SO COOL?
A question tha t w ill puzzle some 

people is th is : W hy are the SDF 
leaders so cool tow ard the SP’s 
advances, especially since the SP 
is ready to accept v ir tu a lly  the 
en tire  SDF program ?

The la s t d iff ic u lty  standing in 
the w ay —  the SP’s tra d itio n a l 
po licy  o f ru n n in g  its  own candi­
dates —  is being removed by the 
Norm an Thomas leadersh ip ’s p ro ­
posal to  discontinue independent 
SP e lectora l a c t iv ity  and become 
a lo f t  w in g  o f the Dem ocratic 
P a rty  v ia  the A D A . A nd  tm b

p rio i to  the SP convention th a t 
w ill decide th is  question in the 
spring , im p o rta n t sections o f the 
SP have already shown th e ir  
“ good w i l l ”  in  th is  respect by 
w ith d ra w in g  fro m  the 1950 cam­
paign (as in M ich igan ).

A  b in t o f w h a t’s tro u b lin g  the 
SDF' Old Guard was given re ­
cently by Joseph P. Lash in  his 
N . Y. Post column. In  New Y o rk  
C ity , he expla ins, the adoption 
o f the n e w  SP electora l po licy 
w ill re su lt in  the SP members 
jo in in g  the L ibe ra l P a rty , in 
which the SDF is now the 
predom inant p o lit ic a l in fluence.

W H A T  BO THERS T H E M
Some o f the L ibe ra l P arty  

leaders (especially those associat­
ed w ith  the Jew ish F o rw a rd ) 
“ are none too sure tha t th is  sud-' 
den influx- o f men and women 
passionately devoted to  inde­
pendent po litica l action w il l  work 
ou t happ ily ,”  according to  Lash. 
"T hey are fe a rfu l th a t the 
Socialists w i l l  dogm atica lly  favo r 
the L ibe ra l P a rty ’s run n ing  its  
own candidates ra th e r than sup­
p o rtin g  the candidates o f the two 
m a jo r parties and th a t th is  w ill 
endanger the delicate m aneuver­
ing  involved in coa lition  and 
‘balance-of-power’ po litics. These 
L ibe ra l P a rty  leaders are o f the 
view  that the  Socialists have not

undergone a change o f heart w ith  
respect to a w o rk ing  class p o li­
tica l pa rty , but have found the 
s tra in  o f sponsoring Socia list 
candidacies too g reat fo r  th e ir  
sm all m embership.”

In  short, the 8111' leadership is 
s t i l l  suspicious about the in te n ­
tions o f the SP, o r a section o f 
the SP. They have no t fo rg o tte n  
th a t a few  m onths ago a m in o r ity  
o f fu l ly  28% o f the SP members 
voted aga inst endorsing the  A t ­
la n tic  Pact, and they  know  th a t a 
la rge  m in o r ity  o f the SP m em ­
bership is s t i l l  opposed today to 
abandoning its  tra d itio n a l election 
po licy. They w a n t to be sure th a t 
w ha t rem ains o f the SP has t r u ly  
had “ a change o f h e a rt”  before 
they com m it themselves to 
m erger.

The p ro b a b ility  is, the re fore , 
th a t SP-SDF u n ity  w ill no t take 
place in  the spring , as the Thoma- 
sites hoped and urged. F irs t,  the 
SP w il l  have to  hold its  conven­
tion  and prove beyond a ll doubt 
th a t i t  w i l l  abide by the SDF 
po licy on a l l  im p o rta n t issues. 
O nly a fte r  th a t w i l l  the SDF 
leadership pe rm it the u n ity  ques­
tion  to be re-opened. But since 
the SP’s “ change o f heart”  is 
p o lit ic a lly  genuine, the prospect is 
s t i l l  fo r  m erger o f the tw o  Social 
Dem ocratic w ings o f A m erican 
re fo rm ism  in  the next period.

Jail Homeless Family 
On 'Cruelty' Charge

By Ralph Gallegher
M r. and M rs. Raymond P h illip s  

were clapped in  ja i l  in  New 
Orleans on M arch 4 on a “ tech­
n ica l charge”  o f c rue lty  to  th e ir  
n ine-day old son. The fa m ily  had 
been forced to  liv e  in  a “ house”  
made o f cardboard boxes and 
scrounge the garbage dumps fo r  
fond.

1 he.’r  troubles began one year 
ago in F lo rida  when M rs. P h illips  
developed a fo rm  o f para lys is  
a fte r  g iv in g  b ir th  to a baby th a t 
died. To pay the  doctors’ b ills  
they had to sell th e ir  l i t t le  fa rm  
and become m ig ra to ry  a g r i­
c u ltu ra l workers, fo llo w in g  the 
harvests u n t il they a rrived  in 
New Orleans a m onth and a h a lf 
ago, homeless and penniless. M rs. 
P h illip s  was sh o rtly  confined in 
C h a rity  H osp ita l where she gave 
b ir th  and was then discharged 
in to  the streets.

T h is  is the p lig h t to which the 
poor in th is  coun try  are driven 
because o f lack o f p roper m edical 
care. F o r those liv in g  on such 
m arg ina l incomes as the P h illip s  
fa m ily  unexpected m edical ex­
penses often provide the s traw  
th a t “ breaks the cam el’s back.”  
The vic ious opposition o f the 
Am erican Medical Association and 
o ther reactionaries to  “ socialized 
m edicine" is the  rea l c rue lty  in  
such oases.

A n adequate federal program  
o f socialized medicine would not 
on ly  e lim ina te  such tra g ic  cases 
but b r in g  m edical aid w ith in  the 
reach o f a ll.

Unfair Employment Practice 
Protected in New FEPC Bill

The toothless FEPC  b ill passed 
by the House o f Representatives 
w ith  the aid  o f the T rum an ites  
expressly provides th a t “ any 
member o f an o rgan iza tion  which 
has been cited by the  A tto rn e y  
General a n d /o r the  F B I as a Com­
m un is t o rgan iza tion  o r as a Com­
m un is t f ro n t  o rgan iza tion  is ex­
cluded fro m  the  prov is ions o f the 
b i l l . ”  T h is  means th a t the  FEPC, 
i f  established, w ould no t even 
have to “ in ves tig a te ”  charges 
th a t m il ita n t  w orkers  were being 
v ic tim ized  by p o lit ic a l d isc rim ina ­
t io n  in  h ir in g .


