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Just 50 years have passed since that golden day — Jan, 1, 1900
— that ushered in the Twentieth Century. Strictly speaking, the
new century did not begin until 1901. But most folks then just saw
that shining date — 1900 — like a clean blackboard waiting for the
handwriting of a new and brighter era for mankind.

In the yeilow and musty newspaper files of that ‘'day you can
read glorious predictions of the wondrous age that was coming to
flower on American soil. Here m a land of opportumty, freed from
the ingrown castes and classes of the Old World, in a land of im-
mense resources, industry and “free enterprise,” the American peo-
ple would at last realize man’s ancient dream of plenty, security and
peace. American science would complete the final conquest of na-
ture, end scarcity, end disease. Every family would have a home)
with the furniture paid for and bounty on every table.

Wars and economic crises would be things of the past, they said,
and they meant it.

Here and there the White Man's guns might| |
have to bring the blessings of
Civilization to rembte and back-
ward lands; but bloody strife be-
tween Christian nations could not
happen again. Class conflict —
that fantasy of some gloomy for-
eign prophets named Marx and
Fngels who, unfortunately, had
addled the wits of a few Amer-
icans like those fellows De Leon
and Debs — class struggle, too,
would be buried forever.

That was the vision most
Americans had at the dawn of
the Twentieth Century. And so
Century of the American Dream.

they called it the

All this was to be assured by good old American capitalism.
It had a few kinks, but with a bit more lubrication, an adjustment
here and there, the “American system” would soar steadily upward
to unimaginable heighls of prosperity and social well-being.

Looking back over five decades we can see how far reality has
detoured from the American Dream. True enough, science has given

BOSSES ASK
INJUNCTION
ON MINERS

The Southern Coal Producers
Assoviation has demanded thal,
Truman's National Lahor Rela.
Yions Board seek a Taft-ﬂal'tle;."
injunction against the: United

Trumanites In Congress
cheme to Hoax Labor

Mine Workers to force the. minen'
‘o work a-five-day week insteac:

of the .present three-day weel

maintained by decision of  the a or ==
union. ‘ ‘ a

In an effort to defeat the
mminers' attempts to .get an im-
proved contract and tohalt any
further possible strike action, the
operators have called on the goy-
ernment to invoke a type of in
junciion that would operate for
an indefinite period.

I7 the NLRB obtained 4 court
order under the action begun or

Haters

o Blow Up
UAW Bmldlng

Anti- labbr terrorists have again tried to strike a mur-

'Prepare to Block Any Move
To Repeal T-H This Session

As the Democratic-controlled 81st Congress prepares
to reconvene for its 1950 session, American labor is being
forewarned that the Truman Democrats intend (o retreat
before reaction all along the¥ —
line. |

Up to recently, the Trumaanites
in Congress have said they would

' PERATORS ASK INJUNCTION

Der. 28 by the operators, it could
be nminde effective for as long a¢
the Board said it needed to hear,
ana decide the case. That could
be as much as two years,

Previously the operators had
asked Truman to procure an in-

us the power Lo conquer nature. We can speed over earth and under
sea and through the sky. We can produce ten times more goods.!
We have more than doubled the average life expectancy,
even unlocked the atomi — the key to endless energy. But the Amer-
ican Dream meant something more — the end to the old division
of rich and poor, the end of fear and insecurity, the end of oppression
and war.

Even as the newspapers of 1900 printed their glorious predic-
tions, the forces were at work in America and the world which were
to shatter the American Dream. Giant trusts and monopolies were
spreading their tentacles over American economy. The struggle for
world markets, spheres of influence and colonies was lighting the
fuse for world war. Millions of immigrant workers were crowding
into America to be heaped up in terrible slums. And every few years,
as in 1907, American capitalism suffer-
ed severe tremors, when the factories
shut down and people begged for bread.

Then came the First World War
to splinter the illusion that we in Amer-
ica were somehow apart from the con-
flicts of the world outside. And when
it was over, everyone — or nearly ev-
eryone — spoke of it cynically and said,
"Never again.” Even Woodrow Wilson,
in 1920, admitted it was a “commercial
war' — a war for trade advantages
and profits.

There was a depression in 192¥;
there was a vicious campaign of sup-
pression and terrorism against organ-
ized labor and the “reds”; and there
was a great wave of speculation wheth-
er America really was the land of never-
ending progress., But then came “nor-
maldy" for a few years; the stock mar-
ket boomed, production soared and even wages went up a bit,

-

The American Dream vevived. Herbert Hoover said in his 1928
presidential nomination speech: “We in America today are nearer
to the final triumph over poverty than cver before in the history of
our land, The poorhouse is vanishing from among us. We have not
yet reached the goal, but, given a chance to go forward with the
policies of the last cight years, we shall soon, with the Kelp of God,
be in sight of the day when poverty will be banished from this na-
tion. . . "

Next year came the crash, just 20 years ago last fall. For 12
years, America saw not less than 10 million unemployed at any time.
For 12 years, large sections of men, plants, machinery stood idle
while want stalked the land. All the tinkering and surface reforms
of Roosevelt’'s New Deal could not lift the cconomy. And out of
their misery and suffering the American workers came to realize
that the “American system” could not protect them, could not as-
sure them security. They had to intervene themselves. Their up-
surge was the ClO and class struggle on a scale more massive than
this country had ever known.

Then came the Second World War. Ten times the treasure and
ten times the casunalties were exacted from the American people
than in the first world war. But even before the dust of the last

exploding bomb had settled, it was clear that the first two world 1.,

wars were but a prelude to a third — the war of atomic annihilation.

As for plenty and seccurity,
we can only look back sadly at
those wonderful hopes and pre-
dictions of 50 years ago, now
faded by time. Does anyone real-
ly believe that we have conquer-
od depressions? The best that Sec-
retary of Commerce Sawyer can
predict on this new year is that
business might continue near
present levels — for at least “six
months."

What went wrong with the
American Dream? It was based
on the false idea that a system
of class exploitation, a system
of private profit, disorganized and
anarchic, could cope with the im-
mense complexities of modern mass production and the world-wide
interchange of commodities.

Fifty years of terrible experience have taught us that American
capitalism itself is the obtacle to the realization of the American
Dream. We can never bring lasting plenty, security and peace under
the domination of a few immensely rich and arrogant families who
control the economie, social and political hfe of the nation.

But within the next 50 years, we can achieve the American
Dream after all — in a new and more just order — socialism. Set-
ting an example for the whole world, the American working people
can take over the means of production and distribution on the basis
of social ownership, we can coordinate the entire economy under a
single plan, we can bring reason into our economic life.

And when Jan. 1, 2000, dawns, the people of a Socialist Amer-
ica will rejoice and celebrate the mew Century of the American
Dream Come True.

We have |

sanction under  the “national
emereeney” clause of the Taft-
Hartley Aect. This is limited by
law to R0 days, But if the NLRP
eets an injunction to halt “unfair
luboy  practees,” as the mine
owners'  legal  sharp - shooters
have asked, the union could be
restrained from operating on
three-day week or taking any
other action which the parasite
owners call “coercive” and in
vislation of the Slave Labor Law.
It wax this type of injunction
whicl, the NLRB secured against
the AFL typographical union last
year.

The UMW has succeeded in
sigiung up a few small companies
since it called off its fourth sty ke
of the vear and instituted the
three - day week. However, the
bulk of the operators are hold-
ingg out and persisting in their
demands to weaken the miners’
contract.

The same operators whe claim
the miners are breaking the law
by maintaining a three-day week
do uet hesitate to shut down pits
and throw thousands out of work

whenever they think their profit

derous blow: agamst the CIO United Auto Workers. Thirty-
nine stlckseof dynamite, with a lighted fuse fixed to set

off ' the charge - in' six ‘minutes,
were planted on Dec, 2174t a side
stairway to;tha basement ‘of* the
AUAW’ hcadqual‘teas in Detroit.

Police' said only a defect.in tap-
ing the fuse, causing it to go out,
prevented an explosion that would
have blasted the union building"
and all inside to smithereens.

NOTHING UNCOVERED

tempt against the UAW in less
than two years. In April 1948,/
UAW President Walter Reuther
was seriously injured by a qhol-|
gun blast through his kitchen win-|
dow. His right arm is crippled.
His brother Victor, UAW Educa-
tional Director, had his right eye
destroyed by a similar shot-gun
assault in May 1949.

Detroit police, headed by the
notoriously anti-union, anti-Negro
and anti-Jewish Police Commis-
sioner Harry Toy, have failed in
both cases to uncover any signifi-
cant clue. Their efforts have been
largely concentrated on a witch-
hunt against “Communists” and
other internal union opponents of |
Walter Reuther.

There is no indication that po~
lice have made any serious effort”
to investigate the gambling syn-
dicates that are operating in De-
troit auto plants or the possible
connection of reactionary employ=
ers to the terrorism. Detroit is’
also rife with fascist groups; the
Black Legion operated there in

interests require it.

the 'Thirties.

AFL UNIONS WILL ASK
WAGE RAISES IN 1950

The American Federation of Labor announced ‘on Dec.
26 that it would seek “large” and “substantial” wage in-
creases, implying that average boosts of more than 10

ed in 1950. The AFL estimates
that most of the employers could
grant  wage increases of from
seven to 15 cents an hour without
increasing prices.
Pleading that higher
vere indispensable for “a con-
tinuing healthy economy,” the
AFI, went on to point out that
even a 10-cent an hour wage in-
crease for every worker in the
country would still leave mass
purchasing power at inadequate

wages

I=,

NO PROGRAM OFFERED

The vear 1940 passed without
any appreciable wage gins for
the workers in either the AFL o
the CT0. The demand for higher
wiges s both just and pressing.
But if the pronouncement of the
AL, was vreally seriously in-
tended it ought to have been im-
plemented with a program to fight
for achieving these demands,
I'hie absence of such a program
made all the more glaring by
the styong hints in the AFL stute-

i

ment  that the wage increases
would  be sought, as usunal,
primarily  through “cooperation”

with the amployers.

The AFL leaders flatly offered
to “rooperate with management
to reduce production costs.” Such
of fers will assure keeping wages
frozen or in reducing them, but
will xearcely aid the struggle for
higher wages. A real program
ix needed.

Iy its economic outlook for next
veur, the AFL follows closely the
offic’al government forecasts, see-
ing a bright picture for the first
six months and a question mark
over the balance of the year when
a slump is predicted "“unless con-
sumer buying power was strength
enad bv higher wages and lower

cents an hour would be demand- ®—

m ices.

On the job outlook, the AFL
foreeasts an average of 5,100,00¢
unemployed, or approximately ong
m'liion higher than in 1949, be-
cause of the influx of new work
crs into the available labor force
The jobless total, adds the AFL
would run “considerably above
5,000,000 during dull industrial
seasops."”

These huge jobless figures are
cited calmly, after the manner of
Big Business executives who lool
upon the army of unemployed as
nothing more than a return to
"normaley”™ in the labor market,
The AFL leaders do not ‘even
hather to offer anything in the
way of a practical program fc
combat the spread of joblessness

Their own estimate takes for
granted the best possible varian
for 1950, namely, that over-all
production and empleyment wil
recdain at - approx’mately  the
levels of 1949, What gunrantec

‘here for this?

30 HOUR WEER NEEDED

Unere is none and there can be
in 1949 production and em-
ployment skidded sharply, despite
@ pick-up in the sccond half, An.
otner skid, if not worse, is by
npo means excluded in 1950, The
A¥L itself sees such o possihility
by next. June, And yet the AFL
leadership continues Lo ignore the
prablem of the unemployed, al
ready so acute.

"
inerense in
absarbed by
the 30 - hour
with uwo reduction take-home
pav. But this demand, assuredly
so 1imely now, still remains on
the shelf so far as both the AFL

constant
be
of

least part of the

johlessness  can
institution
industry

the
week in

in

This is the third terrorist at-| night-watchman found

The dynamite attempt has sev-
eral peculiar angles. Jack Picker~
ing, a Detroit Times reporter, told:
police he had received a phone tip
from an unidentified person that
“there is dynamite at UAW head-
quarters.” Police who rushed to
the scene and claimed they “turn-
ed the place upside down,” failed
to find anything.. A janitor and a
the ex-
plosives wrapped in a rain-soaked
Christmas hox at 11:30 p. m,, two
hours after the police had left
When detectives again arrived, the
smell of powder smoke from the

—

-‘fuse was still strong.

FBI ENTERS

"The FBI, it is reported, has en-
tered the latest case after refus-
ing for more than two years to act
on the.-UAW’s demand that it join
the investigation of the previous.
attacks. At any rate, Attorney
General Mc¢Grath has ordered the
FBI to “look into everything” to
see if any federal law has been
violated.

Ong thing is certain, if the FBI
thought that the Communist ' Par-
Ly or anyone who could bé remote-
1y connected with it had ang}hlng
to do with the'ittacks on the Reu-
ther brothers, -the G-men would
tiave been on the job' long ago.
‘Nothing “could ‘have kept them
away, from  any vpossible “red”
angle,

The UAW has; posted  rewards
now totalling’ $245,000 for infor-
mation leading: w thg a prehen-
sjion” of the p@pﬁhaﬁo vof the
three outrages. Union members
are urged to cooperate to the full-
est extent in bringing the would-
be assassins to justice.

These attacks have all the ear-

marks of ‘an organized attempt
by anti-labor elements to terror- |
ize and disrupt the UAW. One
question that should be perenst-l
ently raised is why the police in-
vestigations have proved so bar-
ren and why the FBI has been so
reluctant to act.

The organized labor movement
should demand a relentless search
for the criminals, whether the
threads lead to employers, fascist
groups, racketeers — or even to
union-hating provocateurs in the
Detroit police department itself. |

Lot police éxamine the
packhge of 39 dynamite, sticks
found in the ClO United Auto
Workers ‘headquarters.

Stalinists in U. S.

Formally Launch..
Purge of “Titoists’

Tne seeds of Titoist “heresy”
have apparenﬂy spanned - the
ocean and’ found' fertile: soil in
the ranks of the; American Stal:
juists.” For the first time since

the g¢xpulsion of ‘the Yugoslavs
A fmm’xho Cominform, the Central

(‘nmmmna of the American Com-

-muniet Parly took formal action

“sl'arpen” the struggle against
“'l‘itoism" inside its own ranks.
Th's action was taken at the
recent plenary and extended meet-
imrs of the National Committee.
tha first since the 11 leaders of
the CP, have been released on
bail. ‘
Of the four main items on the
agenda there was one which'in-
cluded “the waging of a.sharper
straggle against T'toism, and
Titoite efforts to disrupt the
I Ametican peace movement.”

The report of the Daily Worker.
Dee. 29, does not go beyond the
shave-cited eryptic phrases, but
these are quite ample to conclude
thal
mediote purpe of Stalnist ranke
in thig country.

Moscow has ordered an im-

zontinue to push for repeal of the
Taft-Hartley Act and for passage

‘osition even to going through
ome of the motions.

‘I'hree top Democratic leaders
n the Senate last week spoke
Tatly against any move by the
“ruman  Administration on the
“luve Labor Law in the coming
sssionggSenator Elbert Thomas,
hairman of the Senate Labor
“ommiltee, said he was “agains’
ny atfempt 1o repeal the Tafi
‘iartley Law this year.,” His
“pinion was echoed by Senat
Tajority whip Francis Myers und
hy Senater Hubert Humphrey
chiairman of Americans for Demo:
eralic Action and white - haired
hoy of the union leaders.

| “MAKING THE RECORD"

The 'Trumanites feel they car
pet away with this because the;
are pretty sure that the unio
leaders won't want to “‘embarrass”
them politically and will try tr
nlace the sole hlame for retentior
of Taft-Hartley on the Repu
blicuns. But Truman and his Con-
gressional colleagues st'll have to
make some “liberal” cestures and
it appears that they may agair
“make the record” on civil rights
legislation early in the session.

They have no intention, of
course, of waging any veal figh'
to fulfl] this or any other of their
1948 election promises, to the
American people. But Truman's
strategy is to use the very failurr
to fulfill his promises as a plea
for election of more Democrats
to (ongress next fall.

Wt ‘t’s a cinch the Truman
Demoerats won’t be docile when
it comes to fighting for their real
orogram, Truman will use every
weuapon and every ounce of
wressure -he can muster to put
~wer hig “cold war” program for
1050, From what has been re-
vealed about his plans for the
aoming federal budget, the Amer-
icnn people are going to continue
‘n be soaked 20 cents out of every
4ullay of the'r income for build-
‘ng the war machine and arming
sapita'ist reaction and imperial-
sn: all over the world.

And no matter what the liberals
and the labor leaders say abou!
Truman and his "“welfare state,”

f c¢ivil rights leg'slation, al-;
hough they saw no hope for
uccess. Now they express op-

HARRY S. TRUMAN

yvou ean't spend nearly 75 cents
oul of every federal tax dollar
for wars, past and planned, and
have much left over for ade-
yuale unemployment compensa-
tion, health insurance, decent
ald-zgze pensions, more housing.

The CIO and AFL leadefs are
playing ' along with Truman’s
tricky game. They have been
vulling the same stunt in every
sleciion. If the Republicans win,
ar in 1946, they plead lack of a
‘progressive’” majority in Con-
gress and call on the workers to
end Congressional reaction by
putung in more Democrats, If
the workers put in more Demo-
crals, as ‘n 1948, the union lead-
ers complain that some of those
thev supported have “double-
crossed” labor and mnow it is
necessary to. elect “‘more ye-
liable” and “more progressive”
Democrats.

By the time the election rolls
around, we can be sure these
union leaders again will be back-
ing any Democrat, no matter how

«corzupt and reactonary, whom

Truman O.K.'s. And they’ll call
him “progressive” too.

The burning issues confronting
the American workers are the
fearful domination by the mono-
polies, unemployment, the stag-
gering tax burden, the witch-
hunt and war preparations. None
of these issues can be met effec-
tively and resolved until labor
breaks with all caoitalist parties
and politicians, builds its own in-
dependent party and fights for
political power in ils own name.

CLEVELAND, Dee. 28 — A
little man in a black robe accom-
oliched in a matter of minutes
what the governor, the mayor, the
transit hoard, the hostile news-
vapers and the cowardly Iabor
lexders had nol been able to do
in five days. A two-bit judge, @
nolitical hack, broke the back of
an  mepiring  demonstration  of
union solidarity against insuper-
ahle odds when he ordered the
Cloveland Transit workers 1o ond
their sfrike and return to work
The injunction, by the
aveland Transit System ngains!
ol Divigion 266 of the AFI
Amulpgamated Associal’on of
Strect Electrie Railway and Motor
Coxeclh Emnloyees, restrained the
niton and its officers from picket-
ing, striking, coercing or n-
timideting  employees  of  ihe
system, and consorting to vielale
the laws against strik'ng. Even
more sinister was the provision
ardering the officers to tell the
meit o return to work: withou!

asked
(o

fov

thiz, the strike might have con-
nued.
The sirike, which began mid-

nizghit, Dee. 21, developed out of »
long series of unsettled grievances

and CIO leaders are concerned.

and centered about one main

issue — vacation pay. For many

had been a stated
nmuner of paid vacation hours.
In L' June award the impartial
utue (agreed to by both sides)
up with a formula under
which the employee’s vacation pay
woinki be decided by the average
hourly work week for the preced-
ot weeks, This mean! a rnt ta
almost every employee, for their
work week had been greatly
reainced. What seemed particularly
unfair was that no such formu's
hay ever been applied during the
war period when everyone was
wovking upwards of 514 hours
wenkiy,
FORMULA ENVFORCED

This part of the award was
iminediately protested by the
union, and the umpire agreed to
disenss the issue with bath s'des.
For varions reasons. the  (is-
uExion postponed until 2
meeting set for early December,
Meanwhile, however, the man-
dzement posted a bulletin pulting
nin  effect the new  vacation
[ormula,

This action, coupled with chisel-
ine on paying operators for cey-
tain vypes of schedules and failure

yvears there

came

"

wWas

men in eight months, caused: an

yproar among the men. Local
President Thomas P. Meaney and
Financial Seeretary Harry Lang
immediately demanded recall of
the new formula and a return te
the former 98 hours vacation pay!
ctherwise, théy warned, a strike
wonld take place.

At a meeting Dec. 13, the mem-
bership unan'mously voted L
stop work Dec. 21 if the vacation
issue and four other subordinate
iscues were not settled satisface-
torily, In the ensuing week meet
ings between the local officer
pnd the Transit Board (a live
wan povern ng beoard of the city-
owned system) took place with-
out settling the major issue. Ar
international officer of the union
Rokert Stack, was sent in. The
 Transit Board at the last momen’
| zervecd to submit the issue to' the
!um.m- for “clarfication,” Snch
cluvitfivation promised to be noth-

ing more than a compromise
fuvorable to the management. Al-
| thaigh Meaney had promised “or

week he wouldn’t compromise
on the issue and threatened
vesign if the membersh’p com-

promised,

| Stuck, promised Mayor Thomas

he accepted the offer
to reclassify over 100 maintenance of the Transit Board and, with

Court Smashes Cleveland Strike

Burke he would consult with him
before any strike took place.

VEMBERS VOTE

However, the members were in
w mood (o compromise., From
8:30 to midnight, member after
wember (both men, and women)
«of up on the floor and denouneed
any compromise. Against the
advice of their leaders, they gaye
un inspiring demonstration of
their independence and militancy
by voling 496 to 287 against 'a
motion to posipone strike action
wniil Jan. 15. This meant the
strike would start at midnight,
To thair credit, Meaney and Stack
a'most immediately geccommodated
themselves to the members' sen-
timents, ordered the strike into
effect and from then on led it
with full ardor.

STAB IN THE BACK

Thus hegan one of the bitterest
lahor battles in Cleveland since
the late thirties when the CLO
was organizing. Mayor Burke im-
medintely stepped into the fight
and denounced the strikers. The
strikers were stabbed in the back
by the milk-fed leaders of the
Cleveland Federation, of Labory

(Continued on: page 4)
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1949 Trends Point Up New Year’s Tasks

Both Camps in Cold War|

Faced Serious Troubles

The major events of the year on the international field were the end of the Amer-
ican monopoly on atomic “secrets,” the deepening crisis of Stalinism in Europe, the
conquest of China by the Chinese Stalinists, the formation of two German puppet gov-

By Albert Parker

ernments, the adoption and im- 2

plementation of the Atlantic Pact [warshal (o exeeyte its orders
and, finally, the inecipiont world | there. The hysterieal adulation
economic crisis marked on the |zesorded  the tyrant in the

one hand by the devaluation of
currencies set off by Britain and,
on the other, by the open
emergence of insoluble contradie-
tions in the operation of the
Marshall Plan,

The news of an atomiec ex-
plosion in the Soviet Union did
not retard the plans of U, S, im-
pecialism to rearm its satellites
for eventual war against the
Soviet Union and against re-
bellions movements at home or in
the colonies, Less than a week
later the U. S. Congress passed
a bill providing the money for
the beginning of such rearma-
ment, which had already been ap-
proved in the Atlantic Pact earlier
in the year.

ECONOMIC PROBLEMS

Ti. 8. imperalism in 1949 was
lese worried by the military
potential of the Soviet Union and
its satellites than by the economic
problems aris‘ng in its own eamp,
especially Western Europe. The
Marshall Plan, having ‘restored
production to prewar levels, was
running into insurmountable dif-
ficulties. By the end of the yem
it was estimated that s'x mil
lion tons of steel capacity were
idle in Western BEurope because
of “overproduction” — one of the
classic contradietions of eapital-
ism that assumes an especially
aggravated character against the
background of a war-torn con-
tinent.

To survive, Emopo must buy
from the U. S. but it cannot dr
so  without contmued Marshal
aid, due to end in 1952; it canno’
do so unless it can also sell tc
the U. S. (whose productive planf
is far superior) and, in addition
find new markets elsewhere. Bu'
. S. capitalism, far from open
ing up its. home markets tc
Furope or relinguishing markets
abroad, is reaching out itself for
new ones, includng Europe'
present or past colonial empires

NO CURE IN SIGHT

Failure to put Western Europ
back on its feel so that it ca
wdlk  economically by itsel’
threatens to set off social anc
political convulsions leading
the overthrow of capitalism
Pevaluation as a means of closin
the gap of the “dollar shortage’
will  have little effect unles
accompanied by a drive to lower
the living standards of Europear
workers — which may lead to thr
direst consequences in terms of
capitalist stability.

Economic crisis in  Western
Europe will _inevitably be ex-
tended into_and combine with the
ecopomic crisis in the U. S
Unification of the European eco-
nomies now competing with one
another, destruction of nationa’
trade barriers, national’zation +*
industry under workers’ control
and genuine planning alone ca
solve Europe’s ¢conomic problems
But such measures are more
abhorrent to capitalism than holy
water is reputed to be to the

Kromlin on his 70th birthday was
not  unmixed with emotiong of
despseated fear, not only on the
part of the singers of the praises
hut of their object as well.

THE TITO TENDENCY
Titnism began to shape up as
a  distinetive politieal tendency
st vear when the Yugoslav
leaders were compelbed to abandon
all hopes of reconciliation with
the Kremlin and to begin to tell
some truths publicly about
staln's erimes in order to arouse
support for themselves among the
masses ai home and abroad. It
alinwed  itself, temporarily at
lagast, as 1 tendency still based on
fundamental Stalinist doetrines.
sush as the reactionary theory of
“socialism in one country” and
the  “monolith’e, one- faction|
party,” while rebelling against
many of the congequences of those
d-eclrines,
Hew this new tendency will
develop depends on a great many
factors: on how long the Tito
regime survives; on how much
support it receives in itz fight
with the Kremlin from the in-
ternational  working class; on
whether it is able to resist not
amly the attacks of the Kremlin
but the pressure of imperialism,
now extending a small amount of-
aid to Tito in the hope of en-
sourapring ndditional disaffection
from the Kremlin; on the emerg-
ence of a genuinely Len}mst (that
is, Trotskyist) tendency ‘in Yugo-
:lavin, either inside or outside of
the ‘Titoist party; and so on.
Tut whatever hqpppns to Tito-
'sipin the end, one thing is sure:
its rebellion has already sgt into
motion all* over Eastern Kurope
*he forces of mass resistance
against  Stalinism and against
national oppression which will
vovive the socialist revolution
‘hat the Kremlin thought it had
rrushed and which it fears above
sverything else.
The Washington - Moscow duel
sver  Germany, the industrial
Yeart of Europe, continued with-
aut pause throughout the year
and  disclosed, in passing, how,

their policies. The blockade of
Berln wag lifted, but this did not

lift the heavy hand of the

cevupiers from either Berlin o2

the rest of Germany.

Each side avowed support for
a tnited Germany, but both went
ahezd and deepened the divisior
of the country by setting up their
own puppet governments claim-
ing (o represent the entire nation

On both sides the Nazis were wel

comed back-in Jarge numbers -and
into positigns of power; on both"
sides plans ‘were untder way for
the ve-establithment «of a Ger-
man armgy, staffed hy officers
who hail 4 il inder Hitler .and:
have everything to gaim by
remifitavization wnd the outhreak
of a mew world war,

OVERTURN IN ‘OHINA

The cold . war ‘¢si¥ended nto
every ‘field. The Wovld Federation
of "rade Unions, «eredted as a
gesture of allied unity during ‘the
war, was now split, ‘leaving only
the Stalinist -dominated unions
behind, and groyping ‘the labor
buveauerdts baeking the Stave De-
partment and /ity ¥atican paviner
in the mew “Tntérnational Con-
fedevation of Tiree Mrade Uwions.
Stalin's  determination to. iget;
Tito brought about the end of
guerrilla waxfave in Greece, The
 Stalinists launched namerous
pence offensives,” which ‘achiev-
Jad exactly nothing. The ‘Foreign

Ministers (‘qufenence net once in
Parie, and aéhijeyved the same.
D tto the UN General Assembly
session in New York.

The bigges: sethack f
perialism oceurred.in China“
the Sialinist -led peasant armijes
took. aver one province after.an-
othér as Chiang Kai-shek's forces
were ‘driven without resistance
right off the mainland. The Stal-
inists proelaimed a new govern-
meni and the sanctity of capital-
ist production, prohibited strikes,
Ie;\gﬂnmed .the 'working day and
ordorefl the workers to collaborate
Witk WP emlﬂoi“ﬁ-

Mao ‘f":e-l\n‘\z wenl to Moscow
to hail' Stalin and to dispel
speenlation.. about: Lhe Tossibility
of “’l‘rtoysf” development in
‘China ,xqr‘ gr ély,. the possi-

|h‘|'

‘ittle difference there is between

o
ere

Symbol of the Old Year

The above scene from one of

consequences of cold “war “anti-

goers at Peekskill, N. ¥, last summer symbohzes the

state of ecivil liberties in the United States.

Ly

the two mob assaults on.coneert- -
tbaaslrol;a’-
propdganda ‘on the

communist’™

imperialist  orbit, But -neither
possibility can be -dismissed in
this way any more ;than it was

| by. Tite’s’ owntrips' to Moscow

béfore his break. The facts arve
that the Kremlin simply cammot
treat a less powerful nation on
the ‘basis of equalty mthout
l)rmgmg inte question the manner’
in which it treats the smaller na-
tions in Eastern Europe, and that
the Chinese “Stalinists, like the
Yugpslavs, came to power with-
out the aid of the Soviet Union
and therefore are in a position 1o
proelaini- their independehce f
thev find the need should arise.

COLONTAL WORLD
The year began in Indonesia
with a murderous blitzkrieg - by

U. S -equipped Duteh armies
aganst the Republican forces.

Despite temporary successes, the
imperialists soon realized that
they did not have the strength to
completely quell the rebellious
masses and that they would have
to share the power with the
bourgeois Republican leadership
headed by Sukarno and Hatta.
By the end of the year, therefore,
a “compromise” was worked out
for the establishment of a federa-
tion ealled the “United States of
Indonesia” as a part of the Dutch
empires Behind the scenes Wash-
ington » participated in this be-
trayal of  the Indonesian strug-
gle. for :independence, and ap-
proved it because it opens the wuy
for easier penetration by Wall
Street into the rich Indonesian
market.

As the Chinese Stalinist arm’es

b)llty gf’dhﬁ?ﬂ'& mrn into the

p,nmached t‘he bozdor of Thdo-

Ciinn, the French imperialists
showed fright at the prospect of
the Viet Namese fighters for in-
dependence réceiving enough - aid
from the Chinese to drive the
French butchers and their puppet,
Bao Dai, out of the country. ‘So
thev appealed to Washington, and
imuediately got.assurances that
they would be able to use mili-
tary aid obtamed through the
Atlantic Pact against the Viet
Namese masses, Iy

In Latin Ameriea the shift was
to the right as reactionary gov-
crmments hacked their way “into
office or sp’lled rivers of blood te
ke op from being removed. In Aus-
{yalia and New Zealand con
servative governments replaced
Labiorite regimes, underscoring
the ¢haracter of the Social Demo-
ecracy as caretakers for capital-
ism i erisis,

ONE THING LACKING

In summary, capitalism as a
decaying world system spent the
fourth postwar year under the
sign’ of the cold war in a world
that remains in a state of poli-
tical ferment, economic instability
and social disequilibrium,. Stalin-
ism found itself faced with dis-
content in ils own ranks that
promises to flare into open
rebellion at the first favorable
opportunity. All that was lacking
was a mass revolutionary party
to take advantage of these crises
to lurn the world right side up
by the socialist revolution. And
all ‘over the world the Fourth
Infernational  and . its sympa-
thizers are working with all thei
energies to remedy this lack.

| workers did

|2, paltey, /imsurance ‘and - pension

A slnlm 21 da?s over a speed-up

Pstances,

Labor Made Few Gains

During Past 12 Months

By Joseph Keller

1949 was a bad year for the American trade unions. At no time since the end of
the war did they make fewer economic gains.\And the 81st Congress dealt labor blow

after blow.

For-the meager concessions the®—

wing they had to
ﬁj..'h'.qharder than ever. The steel
»’oﬂwrh had to strike 42 days for

4

-)ﬁm.,. THe" Ford. workers had to

‘ssie that' would normally have
Yeen” settled in routiné grievance
?rncv'dure.

“wIn a growing niimber .of j4n-
the . workers fought
bitter, prntmcted ‘battles that
anded-tin no gains & all. The
S)nvrn wor/ke)s were forced 1o
gall ofi their picket-lines ufter
8ix’ months. After more than four
hionths of battle against police
terror. court ' injunctions and
str_kebreakers, the Bell Aireraft
uniori in Buffalo had to accept
arbitration giving the workers
nothing and victimizing a numbey
of outstanding militants.

MINERS' FIGHT CONTINUES

Nething better illustrates the
cxireme resistance which the em-
wloyers put up than the coal con-
flit. Four times the fighting
niners went on strike under an
aggressive leadership, but at the
vear's end the issue has remained
nnresolved and the battle is con-

tnning,
But, aside from sporadic and
largely  defensive strikes, the

laber movement presented a pic-
ture of apathy. In part, this was
atiributable to growing unem-
nloymernt and declining produc-
tior. Average unemployment was
over 4 million, with another 4
willion or more reduced to part-
tire at lower pay.

Many union leaders seized on
the fivst dip in the economic¢ eycle
as i pretext for abandoning wage
demards, Outstanding examples
were Potofsky of the CIO Amal-
pamated Clothing Workers, Rieve
of the CIO Textile Workers.

["nfavorable economic condi-
tions, however, do not satisfac-
tor.ly account for the general
retreat of the unions, Continuing
nigh prices, rising rents, speed-
up in the plants, insecurity thal
gave added weight to issues like
the pension — all were impulsions
toward union struggle. Besides,
the unions' size, power and ex-
perience today as compared to.
@y, -1937 — when labor, under

could
bigger gains in 1940,

kb\ TO SETBACKS

aggressively and sucecessfully
and should have brought

l‘lu- key to labor’s difficulties
and setbacks this past year is to
he found in the politics of the top
dnion  leaders. Their pathetic

dependence on the White House

proved to
labor.

The union leaders, like Murtay
and Reuther, spread the illusion
that all the workers had to do
was rely on Harry. One year ago
they -were celebrating what they
called the “Great Vietory.” The
election of Trumah and a Demo-
evatic Congress, they maintained,
would assure the vepeal of the
Taft-Hartley Act, passage of civil
vights legislation, enactment of
u vast program of expanded social
benefits — a “Fair Deul™
Moreover,
contended, the trivmph of the
Truman Democrats would soften
the employers. And if the c¢or-
porations tried to balk labor's
economic demands, Truman would
put the heat on them. After all,
Truman knew who elected him
and there had {o be some grati-
tude in polities,

But Truman and the Truman
Demoerats fulfilled noue of their
c¢lection promises to lubor. When
the utfempt to repeal the Taft-

immeasurably costly

Martley  Aet went down to
ignominious  defeat — weven
though  the Trumanifes were

willing to accept almost every-
thing of ihe original act bhut its
title — it was clear how illusory
were the high hopes which the
lubor leaders had put in their
“Great Vietory.”

BOSSES BOLDER

It was not labor nor Truman
who took the offensive — but Big

Business. Emboldened by their
suecesses in a Democratic Con-
press — a “progressive” Con-

gress as the union leaders had
laheled it — the monopolists be-
camme  more arrogant and ag-
gressive, They concertedly declar
ed they would recognize no wage
demands; they drove the workers
in an ever-more intolerable speed

far more adverse economic civ-

up. Their resistance to Jabor

By George Breitman

Never before in United States
“istory ‘were civil liberties under-
mined and attacked on so many
fronls ak in 1949, The capitalist
dass and its governmeni scored
1ew advances in their transforma-
‘ton of the country into a police
*fate, hut they did not have it all
their own way. For in this same
veriod  mass  resistance, even
‘hough it was still unorganized
on Lhe whole, hegan to express
itself in opposition to the grow-
ing infringements on the Bill of
Rights and to recognize the need
for wunited action against the
v iich-hunters.

devil. That's why U. S. imper.al-
ism is so concerned about the
economic maladies of Waestern
Europe — and why it's doomed
not te find a cure for them.

STALIN'S TROUBLES

The political and economic crisis
wracking Stalinism in Eastern
Europe is no less insoluble. All
of the Kremlin's efforts to smash,
the resistance of the Yugoslavs.
expelled from the Cominform in
1948, met with dismal failure in
1949, and sympathy for the Yugo-
slavs has spread into every Stal-
inirt party in Europe. The Comin-
form had to devote virtually all
its attention to fighting “Tito-
ism” last year.

Stalin, unable to export the pro-
ducts needed by the people of
Eastern Europe, exported Moscow
trials and blood purges instead.
Xoxe was executed in Albania,
Rajk in Hungary, Kostov in Bul-
garia, Gomulka was disgraced in
Poland, Markos was removed in
Greece, and heads fell elsewhere
from men who had occupied lead-
ing positions in the internat’onal
Stalinist hierarchy. The infection
of “Titoism” spread to France.
Germany, Italy and Norway; can
there be any doubt that its effects
made their way even among the
oppressed mnations in the Soviet
Union itsélf?

The Kremlin bureaucracy
gitting on a powderkeg too, just
like the imperialists. It enjoys so
little support in its satellite
domains that it cannot even find
tmmorthy quiglings/ in Poland

is

The aim of the ruling class is
to achieve political conformity
to intimidate dissidents, to dis-
courage the development of any
movement that might challenge
the rule of capitalism and all its
works — imperialist war, mili-
turization, economic¢ insecurity
viieral oppression. In a word
thoug ht-control,

THY METHODS USED

And to obtain it, no method js
too reactionary to be used:
purges, blacklists, trials, introdue-
t'om of the practice of conviction
without trial, acceptance of the
doctrine of guilt by association,
presumption  of guilt in  the
absence of proved innocence, de-
portations, employment of stool-
pireons, “loyalty” oaths, laws,
violations of the law like wire-
tappinrg, demagogy, assumption of
arbitrary and unconstitutional
powers Lhrough execut've decree,
verfection of plans for military
dictatoyship, incitement of mass
hysteria and mob violence.

The ostensible target of this
drivee is the Communist Party,
which is widely discredited and
hated as an apologist and agent
of the Kremlin. But as was proved
by the trial of the 11 Stalinist
leaders under the Smith Act, the
government’s moves aganst them
set the pattern for outlawing any
oroup with ideag inacceptable to
the ruling class.

Despite the Attorney General’s
“reassuring’ denial, the uphold-
ing of the Stalinist convictions by

previously refused to upset the
conyi¢tion of the 18 Trotskyists
tried in Minneapolis under the
same Smith: Act — would open
the way for (he total suppression
of minority political parties.

TREATMENT OF LAWYERS

It has become dangerous not
only to hold certain ideas, but
even to act as counsel in court
for those holding them. This was
demonstrated by the vindictive
"“contempt” sentences imposed on
*he lawyers in the Foley Squarve
and Harry Bridges trials as well
as by the exclusion of defenso
~ounsel in the case of the Trenton
Six, where “dangerous” thoughts
were uttributed not to the Negre
defendants in  the Northern
Scottsboro frameup, but to .the
oweanization that hired the law-
yvers for them.

The extension of this practice
will lead logically to the kind of
“trials" staged in Eastern Europe
where lawyers for the defense are
limited (o “confessions" when
fheir clients refuse to confess or
to nleas for mercy when they do
But last year, like the year be-
fore, most of the attacks on civil
I'berties took place outside of the
courts., The center, the inspira-
tion and the model for these
ntracks was the government
“loyalty” purge based on the “sub-
versive” blacklist of oreanizn-
tions denied the right to know on
what grounds they were included
und denied the opportun’ty to
defend themselves against their
acceusers at an open hearing.

EXTENSION OF PURGE
Some people underestimated
the significance of the purge,

ascuming that it applied only to
government employees, How
wrony they were was shown last
year. The purge blacklist was
adapted without much change for
use in state legislation — the
Ober Law in Maryland, the Fein-
berg Law in New York, requir-
ing “loyalty” oaths from teachers,
the Tumulty Law requiring oaths
from candidates for political of-
fice, the Ohio law reguiring- oaths
from applicants for unemploy-
ment insurance. It was extended

a upion, ke “Industrial Workers
of  the Worldx which' holds con-

tracts with & number of em-
ployers,
+Private institutions, cdtehing

the spirit, began to apply it to
their employees. In Texas stu-
dents as well as teachers must
sign an oath annually. In New
York City the Rev. John Howard
‘Melish was removed from his post
because of his son’s association
with a group on the Attorney
General's list. Most ominous of
all was the extension of this
aystem on the one hand into the
unions and on the other hand into
the factor’es, where the majority
of the workers are involved and
where the employers have the
connivance of the brass hats in
charge of military contracts,
The year's outstanding viola-
tion of this kind was the dis-
charge of six strike leaders at
the Bell Aireraft Corporation in
Buffalo whom the company had
been trying fo get rid of for a
long time. A brass hat decigion
that they were “poor security
risks” because they were allegedly
members of groups on the black-
list was upheld by a Dewey-
apvonted “fact - finding” boavd,
whose decision the UAW local in
the plant had stupidly agreed to
aceept,
Afterwards the Wright Aero-
rautical Corporation near Pater-
son demanded that the union
accepi a contractual clause grant-
ing the company the right to fire
“subversives,” which the wunion
indignantly refused to do. And
in an openly union-husting move
the Stewart-Warner Corporation
in Chicago fired five workers who
refused to sign non-communist
afridavits.

BRASS HAT PLANS

The repressive role of the brass
hats was revealed not only in
these incidents but in the news
which they permitted to leak out
ahout their plans for establishing
a totalitaran military dictator-
shin on the day war is declaraed
— if they can’t get it sooner.
Carried away by their own en-

tign .officials: who would be put
in_command ‘of the New York
and Pitdsbtirgh areas. As the year
ended. 1. 8. Senator McCarthy
(R., Wise,) charged the Army was
foilowing a blueprint drawn up
by Nazi general, aiming at
“assumption of control by the
nilitary over the civilian economy
before an actual outbreak of
warl”

PLENTY OF VIOLENCE

Supplementing these carefully-
planued moves was the mob
violence inspired by the architects
of the witch-hunt. The most spec-
lacular were the assaults on two
Pzul ARobeson concerts near
Peckskill, where cops and local
of ficials collaborated with hood-
lum elements who beat up
hundreds  of  people peacefully
exercising their right to assembiy.

But there were others, includ-
ing attacks in Chicago on the
home of a white unon organizer
whio had invited Negro fellow-
unionists, and the reign of terror
unleashed in Groveland, Florvida,
where the entire Negro com-
mumty was driven out in fear
for their lives. This was only one
of many incidents involving the
revival of Ku Klux Klan elements
in the South.

Th's atmosphere, where mob
violence is never punished and
always condoned in one form or
another, undoubtedly contributed
to the renewal of murderous
attacks on labor leaders, includ-
ing Lhe shooting of Victor Reuther
and the placing of dynamite n
the UAW headquarters in Detroit,
the attempted murder of a tele-
phone union organizer in Ohio,
the assassination of ILGWU or-
ganizer William Lurye in New
Yerk City, ete.

As the Groveland case showed
in the South and the Trenton case
in the North, nothing important
had¢ ehanged for the Negro people
in 1949, despite the oceans of
oyatory about civil rights leg sla-
ticn und the appointment of
few Negroes to government and
court posts. The Republicans
joined the Southern Democrats in

o

a

bt must openly appoint 2 Russian

the Supreme Court — which had

for the first time in 1949 to cover

thusiassm and arrogance, they |the Senate in putting over
even published the names of in-|[filibuster rule that makes the
dividual capitalists and corpora- ladeption of civil rights bills

vittually  impossible, and <he
liberal ,Trumanites (headed by
Hamphrey and Douglus) joined
the Southern Democrats in killing
anti - segregation amendments n
education and housing.

Tor the 67th time Truman reaf-
firmed his determination to enact
his civil rights platform, but
where he already had the power
fo act against Jim Crow -- in
the armed forces, government-
financed or insured housing,
and government employment —
he continued to try to bamboozie
the people with gestures that
have no confent and permit the
Jim Crow gystem o thrive with
little modification.

SIGNS OF RESISTANCE

Puplic resistance to the whole
witch-hunt began to manifest
itsclf, especially after the re-
velation at the Coplon trial that
the FBI was operatng a huge
network of informers and stool-
pizeons, paid out of the public
tyeasury to snoop and spy on
citizens in all walks of life, Tru-
mun hastened to stem the dev-
vlepment of this resistance by
assuring the people that they had
notiing: to worry about, that

Civil Liberties Were Attacked On Every Front

which got the biggest appropria
tion in its history from the Demo-
crat-controlled 81st Congress).

Annther expression of mass
sentimtent is the National Civi'
R.ghts Mobilization conference
sparked by the NAACP, whict
will be held in Washington or
Jan. 16 and which the Trumanites
are going to try to appease witk
a repetition of the sham batth
against fil'bustering that they
staged in 1949,

FOR UNITED MASS ACTION
The power of the oppositior
was reflected also in the state
court decisions invalidating the
Ober, Feinberg and Tumulty
laws. One consequence of thesr
dec'sions has been the renewal of
hope in some quarters that the
courts can be relied on to hal!
the advance of reaction. But suck
hopes overlook the fact thal ir
cach case there was mass resist
ance to the laws, and that with-
out such mass resistance the
decisions might very well have
been different. They also over
loolt the fact that the U. S
Supreme Court more recently ha
refused to rule on a cuse chal
lenzvrg “loyalty” oaths in Los

“hysteria” always dies out by
itself in time. He himself, how-
ever, did nothing to lessen the
witeh-hunt and in fact gave it
fis personal stamp of approval
hy demonstratively elevating its
chief executor, Tom Clark, to the
U, 3. Supreme Court,

But mass concern over civil
rights has not abated, A Gallup
poll, published in October, re-
vealed that despite the incitations
to the contrary, only 5% of those
questioned favored free speech
curbs on “communism.”

The growth of the opposifion
to thought-control can be gauged
by the ever-widening suppori for
the fizht to reinstate James Kut-
cher, the legless veteran fired
from the VA because of his mem-
bership in the Socialist Workers
Party, whose national tour last
vear was a signal success.

It was mass opposition that put
a stop to the textbook - burninz
plans of the House Un-American
Committee (which Truman had

>

any mass movemernt dedicate ]
the preservation and extension of lahor's own party on the politica

Angeles and that the federa’
court in Washington upheld the
constitutionality of the w=overn
ment purge in two separate caser
last vear.

Another manifestation of the
desire for an all-out struggle
against the drive toward a poliee
state was the fight waged aut the
nutional Bill of Rights Conference
in New York lust July, This
promising movement was blown
up by the Stalinist majority’s
frenzied determination to preven!
it from defending the civil rights
of their opponents, espec:ally the
Trotskyists.

But the non-Sialinist forces at
the conference, including many
nrominent liherals and Walla-
coifes as well as the SWP — by

fizchting to defend the rights of

ALL vietims of the witch-hunt —
clarified and popularized the prin-
cipled position which is in-
dispensable for the success of

d to

called a “dead duck” in 1948 and

democratic liberties.

these union leanders!’

cimstunees, fonght magnificently, | modest demands was all the more

brazen beeause profils und divi-
londs had soared to new peaks,
1. . Steel, for instance, was
rakng in B0% more profits than
in 1948; General Motors could
declare the largest single dividend
i the world history of industry.
In the face of these profits,
Murray of the Steel Workers and
Reuther of the Auto Workers
were forced to press for wage and
pension demands. They met with
iren-clad opposition. But they did
not prepare for any veal fight.
Thay turned instead to Truman,
hoping to cash in on his “grati-
tade.”

Truman, at Murray's behest,
set un a “fact-finding” board on
the steel issue. At the hearings,
the industry spokesmen scarcely
bothered Lo make u case; they
denounced the board to its fuecey
they openly daved the union fto
strike Tor this, the board con-
eadey 1o the monopolists on al-
st every point, Tt rejected Lhe
ynien’s major demand for a wage
inerease and advoeated a wage
freaze for all basic industriés. As
n sop to the wnion, the board re-
commended 1 company - financed
insnronce and pension prggram to
esst not more than 10 cents ar
hour per worker.

PENSION SETTLEMENTS

Reuther grabbed for this for-
mula, made a quick deal wilh
Ford and. rammed it down the
throats of the Ford workers, al-
thoagh he encountered unex-
peciedly powerful oppesition and
sulfered a damaging blow to hig
prestige in (he union.

Murray also grabbed for the
pension ¢rumb. But the steel
mopzuis wouldn’t yield anything.
Truman, ingtead of putting the
heat on the steel companies, kept
mum as an oyster. Murray was
forced to call a costly 42-day
strike to win even the meager
recommendations of Truman’s
own board.

Thus, from first to
polizies of the union leaders
proved bankrupt. They had no
gains to show, either in the pay
envelopes or in social legistation.
Had they been square - shooters
with their members, they would
have admitted their failures and
tried 1o honestly examine the
reasons for them,

UNION WITCH-HUNT

Instead, they covered up their
own Failures with a hue and ery
againzt the “Communists.,” Tt is
true this fitted in with the “cold
wiar™ of American imperialism
and its State Department. But
the cxceptional virulence of their
drive reflecied fo a large extent
the union leaderships’ fear of any
liscussion or differences over
‘heir policies which directly af-
fected the workers’ immediate
inferests,

[ the CIO particularly, the top
burecancrats drove to slence all
apposition and  coneentrated all
yower in their own hands. The
~limax was reached at the recent
CI0O convention in an orgy of
anti - “communism™ in which the
needs of the CIO workers were
smply brushed aside, The Mur-
ray  mschine voted itself un-
vrecedented centralized authority
woer CIO affiliates and establish-
ad discriminatory political cond:-
tions for full membership rights
hy barring “Communists’” from
holding nat’onal CIO office. It ex-
pelied the United Electrical Work-
s and established machinery for
the expulsion of other Stalinist-
lad unions.

This purge begun against
‘he d'seredited and vulnerable
Stahinists — s being extended to
anyone who dares to disagree in
any way with the Murmay ma-
shinge and its “CIO National
Policy.” Thus, in the National
Marilime Unijon, the Curran ma-
vhine, following the CIO conven-
tion, ran ryough -shod over the
vank-and-file, Al oppose
Curran's “loyalty” program — in-
~luding outstanding anti - Stal'n-
ists — are being victimized. He
id not even hesitate to call in
the cops Lo suppress the majority
opposition in New York.

The labor events of 1949 place
on ihe top of the agenda for pro-
ayessive unionists in 1950 the
fight for trade union democracy
and the building of a genuine left-
wing hased on a program of mili-
tant struggle on the economic
field and the construction of

.

last, the

who

field.
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“A totalitavian regime, whether of Stalinist or fascist type,
by its very essence can be only a temporary transitional regime.
Naked dictatorship in history has generally been the product
and the symptom of an especially severe social crisis, and not
at all of a stable regime. Severe crisis cannot be a permanent
condition of society. A totalitarian state is capable of sup-
pressing social contradictions during a certain period, but it
is incapable of perpetuating itself. The monstrous purges in
the USSR ale most convincing testimony of the fact that
Soviet socicty organically tends toward ejection of the bureauc-

—Leon Trotsky, In Defense of Marxism, 1939

LENIN

The ""Secret’”’ that Was No Secret

The Atomic Energy Commission has
for years held documentary proof that
the Soviet Union has possessed all the
basic theoretical knowledge about the
“secret” of the atom-bomb since 1940.
That is the year when the U. S. govern-
‘ntent began its first tentative moves to
investigate the possibilities of developing
an atomie weapon and a year before this
country got into the war.

But it was not until last week that of-
ficials of the AEC revealed translations
of Russian scientific documents, publish-
ed in 1940, which show that Soviet scien-
tists long ago had all the essential infor-
mation to develop an atomic bomb — the
bomb about which Truman informed the
world last Sept. 28. A score of U. S. libra-
ries, including the Library of Congress,
also possess copies of these documents.

These documents had been published
openly by the Russian government, but
the translation of them in this country
had been stamped “secret” by officials of
the Army’s Manhattan District atomic
propect to conceal the fact that the U. S.
was collecting information about the Rus-
sian ‘‘secrets.”

The facts about the Soviet documents
and their possession by the AEC, reveal-
ed in an extensive United Press dispatch
from Washington on Dec 23, throw & new

light on the.spy-scare and witch-hunt
that the government has whipped up over

the past :tht'-?e years to terrorize and si-.

lence all'who oppose Truman’s “cold war”
policies.

Washington authorities — including
Truman — knew all along that there was

no real “secret” about the atomic bomb. -

In fact the very scientists who worked
on the atomic project and were best in-
formed on the matter repeatedly stated
that there was no “secret.”

But the witch-hunters in Washington
took advantage of the average person’s

ignorance about the new atomic wonder: -

They drowned out the voices of the scien-
tists with their Hollywood-like Congres-

sional “investigations” of “spies” and

“Communists.” Truman steamed it up
with his “loyalty” purge of government
employees and spy trials. Lurid stories
were ballyhooed in the press and over the
radio about “leakages” of atomic “se-
crets.”

But the only real “atomic spy plot” has
turned out to'be the plot of the warmong-
ers and police-staters in Washington to
muzzle free opinion in America under the
pretext of safeguarding atomic “secrets”
which Russian scientists described in pub-
lic prints nine years ago.

The Purge in the Plants

The Dec. 12 Militant pointed out that
the Department of Defense has set up
a four-man Industrial Employment Re-
view Board to act as an “appeals body”
for workers fired out of plants with gov-
ernment contracts on political, “moral” or
other- grounds.

We denounced this move as a fraud be-
cause the members of the board are ap-
pointed by the Department of Defense it-
self, and because the board will be bound
by the Attorney Genmeral's arbitrarily-se-
lected “subversive” list, which is used as
the basis of the purge in the plants just
as it is used in the purge of government
employees.

Under the previous procedure a worker
could be fired for “membership in or sym-
pathetic association with” any of the or-
ganizations on this list. Under the new
procedure exactly the same system will
prevail. 1t will not help the worker any
to point out to the “appeals” board that
his organization is not “subversive’” and
that it was never even given a hearing at
which it could examine or answer th.e
charges against it; so far as the board.!s
concerned, the illegal “subversive” list
has the force of law.

All this is as well known to the CIO
leaders as it is to us. Yet the CIO News
writes of the new board as something

designed by the Department of Defense
to avoid complaints of “military arbitra-
riness” in the future. And the United
Automobile Worker says: “While the
charter, procedure and criteria governing
the actions of the new board do not go
the whole way in meeting the standards
of due process of law demanded in reso-
lutions on loyalty and security investiga-
tions and dismissals adopted by the UAW-
CIO and the 1949 CIO Convention, they
do represent a long step in that direction.”

The chief thing that seems to impress
both these papers about the new board is
that it permits purged workers to be rep-
resented by their unions in appeal hear-
ings. But that fact does not alter the
thoroughly anti-labor character of the
whole purge proceedings any more than
it would be altered by a new regulation
requiring that the letter notifying a work-
er that he is being fired because of his
political convictions must be typed on
union-made paper by a member of an of-
fice workers union.

It is time for the-labor movement to
quit pussyfooting with the purge, to stop
looking for “progressive’” improvements
in its operation, and to start fighting it in
earnest and in its entirety. Either the la-
bor movement will put an end to the
witch-hunt or the witch-hunt will put an
end to the labor movement.

New Status of Indonesia

After a rule of almost 350 years the
Dutch colonialists found themselves un-
able to retain direct rule over the fabu-
lously wealthy empire of Indonesia and
its 77 million inhabitants. For four years
they waged war with American muni-
tions and funds to reimpose upon the in-
surgent masses their “model” colonial en-
slavement and finally had to agree to
share power with the native Indonesian
capitalists.

With martial law still in effect through
most of the territories, the Indonesian
peoples were told that they were hence-
forth independent, becoming “free and
equal partners” in a Netherlands-Indone-
gian Union where the ultimate “legal sov-
ereignty” still remains with the crown of
the Netherlands. The Dutch retain their
major holdings in the vast archip_elago
and the population has been loaded with
a huge debt in return for the meager
economic concessions made by the Dutch.

The rise to power of the Indonesian
bourgeoisie, personified by President Su-
karno and Premier Hatta, has resulted,
as in the case of India, Burma and Cey-
lon, from the utter decay of the reigning
colonial power. The Dutch bourgeoisie,
like the British, are unable any longer to
rule in their own name in their former
colonies. The chief beneficiaries of the
disintegration of European imperialism
have thus far proved to be the various

native bourgeoisies in the Far East.
. The pressure of American imperialism,
which seeks to benefit from the break-up
of the old colonial empires, played a sig-
nificant but subordinate role in the de-
velopments. Wall Street, to be sure, pre-
fers to see Indonesia, like the rest of the
Far East, turned into an “independent”
preserve open to its economic penetration
like the Philippines. But what proved de-
cisive in the case of Indonesia, as pre-
viously in India, was the weakness of re-
spective imperialist bourgeoisies, on the
one side, and the revolutionary upsurge
of the native peoples, on the other. Faced
with the prospect of losing everything,
the Duteh grudgingly followed in the
footsteps of the British and granted part-
nership to the Indonesian bourgeoisie.
While genuine independence has been
far from achieved, the stranglehold of the
Dutch has been broken beyond repair.
The Indonesian people have taken a par-
tial but nonetheless important step on the
road of complete emancipation. History
will show that the Sukarnos and the Hat-
tas, like the Nehrus, are chance and epi-
sodic figures; neither they nor their class
have any future. The future in the Far
East-belongs to the workers who alone
can carry out the tasks of the bourgeois
revolution in the colonies, including the
achievement of complete national ipde-
pendence.

Page Three

On Dee. 1 the International
Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-
national issued an ovpen letter (o
the leadership and members of
the Yugoslay Communist Party
in reply to official statements
made by Veliko Viahovitch, a
member. of the Central Commit-
tee of that organization, on the
question of working <¢lass inter-
nationalism and Trotskyism,
Viahovitel’s statements, issued on
the anniversary of the Yugoslav
Republic on Nov, 29, consisted of
two parts:

1. That “the various réports

" circulated ubroad that the CPY

is working for the creation of a
knew international, a sn-caUed

J*“Titnigt" international, are com-

‘pletely ridieulons.”

e justifies this position by
psserting that “the reason given
for the dissoldtion of ‘the Comin-
‘tevn (in 1943) was pexfectly cor-

‘|rect.” Thut xeason is. that the

form of “organization -of* work-
ing class Wpity chosen by the
First Congress of the Communist
International ands aésponded
40 the needs of the jd.".a_t the
beginning . of "the rebifth of ‘the
“yorkers' movement, more and
more loses’its validity.”

2. Viahovitch classifies the
supporters of Yugoslavia into
two categories: “the numerous
‘conimunist -and progressive work-
ers” ond “the other category of
pegjvk"' who want to pass them-
selves: off as ‘friends,’ those
diverse suspicious types eathered
around a Fourth International,
vavious international spies, cte.”

COMINTERN DISSOLUTION

The International Secrefariat
rejects the "thepretical" argu-
ments used to justify “the capi-
tulatory and opportunist” dissola-
ticn of the Third International
as “nnworthy of a moment’s con-
sideration by those who claim to
adhere to Marxism-Leninism.” It
pointe oul that both the Moscow
bureaucracy and world imperial-
ism, with whom it was allied
diring the war, feared the revo-
lutionary struggles of the inter-
nafignal  proletariat and  the
colonial masses. Imperialism was
concerned with the preservation
of capitalism, and the Stalinist
bureniteracy with its privileges.

It was this common fear which
led to the dissolution of the Com-
mii=t International, Neithey im-
perialism nor Stalinism was ap-
prehensive of  the  corrupted
Comimtern becoming aganin the
revolutionary instrument of the
proletariat as it has been under
Lerin and Trotsky. But they were
concerned that its name and tradi-
tion might be utilized by revolu-
tionary elements to stimulate the
program of world revolution;
that some of the parties of the
Comintern would skip out of the
control of the Kremlin and nse
the name of the international for
a policy out of line, with “the
diplomatic neets of the Kremlip.
The dissolution -of the Comin-
tern, the International A Secre-
tariat notes, “far from being a
wise application of  Marxism-
Leninism was in - conformity with
the policy of class collaboration
carried on by the Communist
Parties of France, Italy, Greece
und elsewhere, which led the
proletariat to disastrous defeats."”

STILL VALID

Instead of parroting Stalinist

arguments, the International

Secretariat demands that Viahov-

itch answer why the avrguments

given by Lenin at the time of the

formation of the Communist In-

ternational are no longer valid(
today : “Has the world communist

revolution been achieved ? Doesn’t

capitalism threaten (through the
League of Nations then and the
United Nations today) the revolu-
tion wherever it unfolds even
more ominously than in 19187

Are there no longer new problems
which require collective elabora-

tion through the collective organ-

iz#tion of the revolutionary move-

ment ? 1s the internationalization
of the workers’ movement less

real than in 19197"

For vyears communists have
denounced the atfitude of the
Socialist Parties towards the In-

ternational, the 1S says, as one
of the rankest manifestations of
Social Demoecratic opportunism

Marxists have always believed
that the class struggle is not the
sum of the national struggles of
the working class; that there is
an international class struggle
which requires the international
organization of the proletariap
vanzuoard,

The attitude of Viahovitch, who
nppenred to be speaking in the
nanie of the Yugoslav Communist
Party, the IS concludes, signifies
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objjectively i “tendeney fo capi-
tuliate before the double pressure
of imperialism and the Kremlin”
It then goes on to brand as “poor
opportunist  excuses  borrowed
from Stalinism” those considera-
tions of “tactics™ and “manenver-
ing”  contrived to aveid un-
neeeasarily provoking world im-
perialism or the Kremlin. They
do not fool the preletariat — oy
anyone clse,

WHAT IS THEIR PROGRAM?

The IS demands of the Tito
leadership: “What is your pro-
gram for the world proletaviat?”
Defense of Yugoslavin against
the Kremlin and the demand for
equal rights “does not constitute
a program which can reorganize
and re-orient the working eclass
ant the colonial masses who have
been demoralized by the practices’
of the Kremlin.”

Nor does this constitute an

adeguate program for the defehse
of Yugoslavia, The workers of
other countries desire to defend
the Yagoslavy movement but only
Yas part of the world revolu-
fionary movement.” What will the
Tito group say to these workers
when they-ask: “What should we
du to carry on the class struggle
in onr own country ? Obey Thorez,
Togliatti, et al, oy create'as new
revolutionary party, a new revo-
lut onary international ?”
“Ax long as you maintain a
negalive or even vague alttitude
on ihe question of the Interna-
tionul,” the IS states, "conscious
revolutionists will judge vou with
the «reatest reserve. You will
never have their complete con-
fidence despite all the other pro-
gressive aspeets of your develop-
ment, They will see in your
refusal to completely and loyally
integrate yourself in the world
revolutionary movement a fgrave
defect, which up to now has been
the hallmark of the retrogressive,
nationalist and bureaucratic de-
generation of other tendencies in
the workers movement.”

FLINGING MUD

The  International  Secrctariat
dees not question the right of the
Titeist leaders to oppose the ideas
of the Fourth International or'
even struggle against them. But,
it says, “it is completely in-

\

awains: a lendency in Lthe work-
ers’ movemeni, its pre-eminent
revolutionary and Marxist wing,
the very same methods that the
Kremhin utilized against you.”
“Wi are proud of our organ-
ization,” the IS continues, “of our
program, of our banner under
wh.ch the best militants of the
October Revolution, of the Russian
Boishevik party, of the Interna-
tional fought before they were
exfterminated by Stalin’s butely-
cts. . . The Fourth International
is @ world party with national
gections in more than 85 coun-
tries on all five continents: . .
“Despite  the isolation into
which we have been drviven by
contitions unfavorable to the
world revolution, by the slander-
ous propaganda of the monstrous
Moscow - directed  Stalinist  ap-
paratus, our movement is active
in every country where it has
adherents, it is bound to its class.
participates in its struggles and
is prepared for any sacrifice for

the triumph of the: invincible
ideus of Marx, “Lenin and
Trotsky."

TROTSKYIST MARTYRS

“How darve -you,” ¥the IS
demands, *“use the label "of
‘suspicious  characters’ against

Trotskyists who during the last
war perished in the death camps
of Germany .and before the firing
squads of imperialist reaction!”
It then enumerates some of the
martyrs and victims of the Fourtk
International, which Vlaho"iitcb;
dared to eall “a gathering of im=
perialist spies':

Fyrance: Marcel Hie, secretary
of 1he Frengh Trotskyist party
and iens of-othérs. Belgitm: Leor
Leso.l and ‘Leon, two successive
secretavies of the Belgian organ
jzation. Holland: Henry Sneevliet
and “a  constellation of revolu-
tionary = leaders, Greece: P.
Poulioupolons, former  secretary’
of the Greek CP and 200 other
Trotskyists murdered by the Ger-
man, Malian and. Bulgarian in=
vaders, China: tens of leaders and
members who fell in the struggle
aguainst Japanese imperialism and
the Kuomintang reaction.

“How dare you call ‘suspicious’
the Trotskyist militants now im-
prispuned in Bolivia *far having
led the struggle of the Bolivian

Y

admissible to  fline mud nmll
suspicion at our movement in-
tead of engag.ng in un ideological
discussion, . .” The poison- pen

smears of Vlahovitch, it .con-
tinues, are variations on the

slanders of the Kremlin and its
agents. These ealumnies were
used to create discord, in the
workers' movement and fto
estrange the masses from the pro-
gram of Trotskyism and its world
or;zapization.

THE SAME METHODS'
Precisely such Amalgams Were
divected by the Kiemlin in ei?;
Hungarian and: Bulgarianitfials
against the Yugeslavs, Tt wis onj
that occasion thaf Pivade, one of
the Yugoslav leaders, declared
that those trials were staged by
the same men who organized the
infamous Moscow trials of 1936-
88 during which the cream of the
Russ’an Bolshevik Party and. the
Communist International were ex-
teyminated after being slandered
as spies, assassins, ete. Piyade
pointed out that the degeneration
of the Communist parties began
w'th the official proclamation that
“Trotskyism had ceased to be 4
rendency in  the international
workers movement and had be-
ecme an agency of fasecism.
From this point on there remains
only physical extermination and
the burn'ng of heretics, all dis-
cussion being prohibited."”
But all these ftruths were
ignoved by Vlahovitch. The IS
states that “you give the painful
impression that the prejudices
and ihe rotten practices of the
Kremlin are gaining the upper

mincis against the feudal - bour-

| geois regime; the Greek militants

nov' imprisoned in the Makronissos
cuncentration camp.”

“WE WILL REPLY”

The IS letter. concludes: “We
will not remain-gilent in face of
such methods. “We. Will j¥eply to
cvery challenge . “hurled' directly
and '.'ndirgétﬁy alt our movement,
We  will“stibbotrily:.defend our
idens, ‘ou jprograghy the revolu-
ticnary. mfggrrtz_. th OBy, -move-
ment, buy’ menibers; our’ Sigan-
izations, We will nofify-the: entire
worirevolutionary vénguard and
wll- fhe advanced elements to
whéa you are now appealing for
aid to the Yugoslav cause, of
every misrepresentation of the
truth which some of your:lead-
ers tre inclined to perpetpate.
every erroneous position © and
evary method of - struggle bor-
rowed from the corrupt arsenal
of the Kremlin leaders.

“Do  not underestimate the
critical faculties of the elements
of the world revolutionary move-
meni whose support you are ask-
ing. They will judge you by your
actions, by your entire line and
not unly the correct part of your
struggle against the Kremlin.

“You yourself say that the
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Titoism and Internationalism

"PRO-TITO OPPOSITION
INSIDE THE FRENCH CP

By George Breitman

An organized opposition, backed by the Yugoeslavs, now exists
in the Communist Party of France. A bulletin entitled ‘La Lutte'
(The Struggle) is now being circulated among the membership.

The bulletin gives the impression that it is put out by a politic-
ally educated group, experienced in the underground methods neces-
sary for oppositional activity in the French Stalinist party.

Independent confirmation of this group’s existence comes from
the Central Committee of the French CP which has put the “strug-
gle against Titoism” formally on its agenda for the first time since
Tito was denounced by the Cominform.

While there is no way of estimating the size of the opposition
it appears to have support in the proletarian strongholds of the
party — particularly among the miners of the North and the metal
workers of the Paris region.

The orientation of this opposition group may be judged by the
following summaries and extracts of articles in its bulletin, La Lutte.
ina piec,e entitled *Neither Titoists nor Stalinists, but Marxist-
Leninists” it is told how CP leaders uand functionaries of the CGT
(Stalinist-controlled union federation) have been campaigning
against those groups that meet “to study the problems facing the
Yugoslav people in building socialism while preserving its national
Jindependence.” Involved here, of ¢ourse, is the rising opposition to
the ruthless campaign of the Kremlin bureaucracy against Yugo-
slavia,

Another article tries sharply to differentiate the opposition
from the French Trotskyists: “Our movement has nothing in com-
mon with the maneuvers of the small Trotskyist groups, even though
one of them dares present itself as a defender of the Yugoslav peo-
ple. We know that they have never ceased to oppose the building of
socialism. While claiming to lend their aid to the Yugoslay people
— who have no need of it — they continue to serve as the conscious
or unconscious tools of capitalism and to play thie game of the lead-
ers of the Soviet Union.” While the charge of Trotskyists being
“‘tools of capitalism™ is part of the miseducation these people receiv-
ed during their long stay in the Stalinist movement, the charge that
Trotskyists play the Kremlin's game must be acknowledged as an
original slander among CP members. The article continues: “The
Budapest Trial with its Brankovs and Pals would convince us of this,
if further proof were necessary. These notorious Trotskyists ‘con-
fessed' to all the charges brought against them by the prosecution
although a few months earlier they had been designated as ‘consist-
ent revolutionists’ in the fight against Tito.”

Of course neither Brankov nor Pal were ever TrotsKyists any
more than Tito is a Trotskyist just because he is labelled such by
the Kremlin. By citing as “proof” fraudulent “confessions” -from
the Cominform frameups, the French Titoists nuliify one of their
own important aims — that of exposing these trials as frameups
aimed at the Yugoslavs. '

* But the most significant section of the bulletin is the resolution
of the opposition committees of the North and of Pas-de-Calais.
It is siggiﬁcgnt beca}xse an attempt is made to review the past
policy of the ‘party and to reject it as false. Here, whether they
like it or vot;whether they know it or not, the French Titoists are
compelled t¢.restate many of the criticisms raised long ago by the
French Trotskyists,

This résolution describes the blind alley in which the Communist
Party now finds itself and then tells how this situation developed.
Recalling the tremendous and rapid growth of the CP during the
Hitlerite occupation and the simultaneous loss of popular support
by the capitalist and Social-Democratic parties, the resolution con-
cludes that by the time of the “liberation,” General de Gaulle “was
our prisoner who had to negotiate with Stalin at Moscow. . . In ad-
dition to the Party, a decisive section of the masses gravitated to
us; no field of activity escaped our control.”

“Divided into Petainists and Gaullists, the bourgeoisie was de-
stroying itself before our very eyes.. The working class, the middle
classes, the fiery youth of the maquis and underground, a section
of the peasantry, all the active layers of the population put their
591e hope in the Communist Party. For the success of the revolu-
tion and the beginning of socialism, a violent overthrow was not
even necessary. A few kicks in the pants would have been sufficient
to dislodge those reactionary elements who, without conviction, hung
on to their posts.

“The expropriation of the capitalists would have been an ac-
complished ‘fact. And can anyone believe that the movement would
have been limited to France? Italy would have been able to follow
us immediately, Germany, finally freed from fascism, would have
remembered, despite the American oceupation, that it was the father-
land of Marx, Liebknecht and Luxemburg. The movement would
have quickly reached Spain. ., .,

“When one remembers that in one year communism could have
triumphed in all Europe, we bitterly condemn the party leaders, for
having let this opportunity :pass without making the slightest ‘at-
tempt to take advantage of such an historic situation. . . Instead
they divided the revolutionary forces. . . accentuated nationalistic
hatreds and fort}gd the workers back under the capitalists to produce
more for a capitalist society that has to be overthrown in order to
build socialism.” '

COMING

” -4 = - . .
Atomic Energy and Capitalist Society”
Coming in The Militant: A

ser’es of educational articles

on the development of atomic

o |

energy and its political and
social consequences.
The well-known Marxist,

1 Arne Swabeck, explains the
basic facts about matter and
energy in clear, understandable
language. He shows why the
startling new atomic dis-
coveries face humanity with
the greatest dilemma in ifs
history: n world of boundless §
plenty under socialism or a ‘!
world of radioactive ruins if §
cupitalism is continued.

How does Russian possession
of the atom bomb affect Wall
Street’s plans  for another
world war? Read the answer
in this forthcoming series.

Make sure you don’t miss a
s ngle installment of these in-
formative articles by renew-
ing your subscription now.

If you are not already a sub-
scriber, clip the coupon and
mail it in today with $1 for a

s'x months subscription or $2 tant, 116 University Place,
for a full year to The Mili- New York 3, N. Y.
Name . . ...viivinirennsnenncinnas cosebossansesnenes
Street . .. .i..eiiiennn e cevevess LONG. .., .ua,
City soc-ivas SiFARKIadeaEiars veos Btat@ecvaveaansos
[0 81 Six months. [J $2 Full year. [J New. [J 'Renewsl.




Stalin’s 70th birthday reproduced before the
eyes of the whole world the revolting spectacles
of adulation and deification in which the despots
in antiquity, especially in Asia, so loved to in-
dulge. The Asiatic custom of deifying rulers was
adopted in Rome when the decay of that slave
empire set in. But even then only the most de-
praved of the emperors demanded and was ac-
corded homage due him as a divinity in his own
lifetime. Like the Caligulas and Neros of ancient
Rome, Stalin took part in the ceremonies, mak-
ing one of his rare public appearances in Bolshoi
Theatre to accept the halo of divinity and the
frenzied acclaim of a handpicked retinue. One
aspect of the ceremonies was unique — Stalin
had not a single word of thanks for the accolades
and gifts showered upon him.

But the depths of degeneration to which Stalin
and his regime have sunk can be illustrated not
by comparison with ancient times, nor even
with the birthdays of the Czars. We need go
back only a brief 29 years. It was April 23, 1920.
The place was again Moscow. The occasion was
the 50th birthday of a truly great man — Lenin.

The Moscow organization of the Russian Bol-
shevik Party decided to honor Lenin's birthday
with a banquet. The guest of honor communicated
his thanks but refused to be present. As Leon
Trotsky explained, Lenin generally “was not fond
of such projects.” In this particular instance, he
disapproved all the more strongly because the
civil war was then still in progress.

Only one memento of this oceasion has sur-
vived. It is a thin booklet on the poorest of news-
print containing the jubilee speeches of the par-
ticipants published by the Moscow Party Com-
mittee. It is the rarest of Sowviet bibliographical
rarities. It has been forgotten by everybody in

Two Birthdays in Moscow l

By John G. Wright

the Soviet Union; even to mention it, has .for
years been a capital crime in the Soviet Union.

Stalin was one of the jubilee speakers (the
other main speakers were long ago murdered b'y
him). Stalin, who as a rule prefers to keep his
mouth shut in public, chose this time to deliver
a brief speech, and in praise of Lenin he singled
out only one of Lenin’s traits — “one trait about
which no one has vet spoken; namely, modesty,
the admission of his mistakes.”

It would take us too far afield to treat with
the “two mistakes” which Lenin, according to
Stalin, admitted, and which Stalin saw fit to
single ont at the time. We refer the interested
yeaders to the book, The Stalin School of Falsi-
fication by Leon Trotsky, where the whole epi-
sode is amply clarified.

Suffice it here to recall not so much the genuine
modesty of Lenin and his scrupulousness in al-
ways admitting his own mistakes but rather the
now also forgotten fact that for years Stalin
used to pose as the most “modest” of Lenin’s
disciples. For years after Lenin died, Stalin
donned a simple soldier’s tunie and rough boots
and carefully kept to the background. The real
Stalin could emerge only when the events of the
Russian Revolution were no longer fresh in the
minds of all; only when the real disposition of,
figures on the historical scene and Stalin’s own
minor role in the great events had been falsified
beyond recognition; only when the party of Lenin
and his international had been completely de-
stroyed.

The two birthdays—Lenin's in 1920 and Stalin’s
in 1949—provide an excellent gauge of the abyss

between Stalin and Lenin, between Stalinism and %

Leninism.

The God That Failed is a book that tells the
story of six writers who became attracted to
Marxism, were later vepelled by Stalinism, and
in their revulsion turned their back on Marxism
as well. The theme is certainly not a new one.
But the fact that such men as Andre Gide, 1gna-
zio Silone, Richard Wright, Stephen Spender, Ar-
thur Koestler and Louis Fischer have undertaken
to relate their experiences makes this book wor-
thy of* attention. (Havper, 1950, 273 pp., $3.50.)

Koestler notes that he joined the German Com-
munist Paxty because of “the rapid disintegra-
tion of moral values, of the pre-1914 pattern of
life in postwar Europe, and the simultancous lure
of the new revelation which had come from the
East.” These were more or less the reasons why
the six authors of this book along with many
other intellectuals worked with the Communist
parties in the Twenties and Thirties, Within a
few years all these intellectuals, almost as a
disciplined unit, were to move away from the
Communist parties. There are many lessons in
this wholesale retreat.

Koestler, for example, while 2 member of the
German -CP, witnessed the failure of the Com-
munist Party in stopping the vise of Hitler to
power. But it took the Spanish Civil War, in the
course of which Koestler wag able to see that
the CP lied outright in accusing its Trotskyist
and Poumist opponents of being fascists, to pro-
vide the immediate reason for resigning from
the CP.

Silone explains that he left the CP because,
years before, he had witnessed the degeneration of
the leadership of the Communist International.
Among other events he cites an episode of a

Intellectual D.P.°s

By Arthur Kent
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meeting of top leaders prior to a session of the

New Postage Stamp

tHE MILITANT

The government has issued this postage stamp to commemor-
ate the 100th anniversary of the birth of Samuel Gompers, first
pregident of the American Federation of Labor.

enlarged Executive Committee of the Communist|

International. At this meeting the leaders
(among them Thaelmann, Kuusinen, Kolarov)
voted to condemn a document by Trotsky which
they had not even read.

Gide and Fischer, who were fellow travellers,

became disillusioned with communism because of
their growing realization that a bureaucracy had
developed in' Russia. Richard Wright left the
American CP because of its manipulation and ex-
ploitation of the Negro struggle, Spender came
into conflict with the British Stalinists on the
issue of the Spanish Civil War and the perversion
of culture in the Soviet Union.

Their full 'indictment of Stalinism of course
goes beyond this brief catalogue. But it never
risés to any systematic generalization. In their
revulsion from Stalinism, all of them come out
against Marxism itself. It is impossible for any
serious person to respect the criticism of people
like Koestler, for example, because he-has noth-
ing positive to offer, Those who “criticize’” Stal-
inism in this way are inexorably led to support
decaying capitalism which they originally re-
jected, as Koestler does by his support of de
Gaullism in France.

Most of those who* have passed through the
school of Stalinism revert to the individualistic
and “moralistic” approach of the petty-bourgeois
intellectual who perpetually wanders between all
ideas and all movements. It is only the rare ex-
ception — like Richaxd Wright, who is. & Negro
and ¢annot think of himself as divorced from the
social struggles’ — who ‘continues: to grope for
a serious alternative to capitalism and Stalinism.

The Tresca Murder Case

NEW YORK CITY, Dec. 28 — Failure of Dis-~
trict Attorney Frank S. Hogan’s office to solve
the Carlo Tresca murder case was cited today by
Norman Thomas as giving “clear and open en-
couragement” to the gangsters who have since
murdered Joseph Scottoriggio, Republican poli-
tical worker, and William Lurye, organizer for
the International Ladies Garment Workers Union.

Thomas, as head of the Tresca Memorial Com-
mittee, voiced this criticism in ‘announcing plans
to honor Tresca on Wed,, Jan, L1, seventh anni-
versary of his death.

The 1950 commemoration of this crime will be
held at 8:15 o’clock that night at the northwest
«corner of Fifth Ave. and 15th St., where the edi-
tor of the anti-totalitarian Italian journal II Mar-
tello (The Hammer) was shot down in the 1943
war dim-out. Short speeches in English and Ital-
ian will be climaxed by the dropping of red car-
nations where Tresca fell. If the weather should®
be unfavorable, the speaking will take place in
the Rand School auditorium, 7 East 15th St.

“Seven years after Tresca's murder,” Thomas
said, "I do not believe that the District Attorney’s
office exerted itself to the utmost in investigating
it. I say this after scanning a current report of
that office for 1946-1048. It gives four pages to
the Scottoriggio killing, which it calls a political
crime, and says ‘The investigation continues.' But,

as in several of Mr. Hogan’s previous reports, the
Tresca case is not even mentioned.

“This is profoundly disturbing to me, and to
many of Carlo’s friends, who feel that Mr, Ho-
gan’s continuing official silence about that crime
signifies that he and his staff would prefer not
to be reminded of their failure to bring the Tresca
killers to justice. That failure, to my mind, gave
clear and open encouragement to the gangsters
who afterward murdered Scottoriggio and Lurye.

“There is ample reason to believe that the
Tresca slaying also was political, that he was
ambushed because of his relentless opposition to
one of the totalitarian movements, two of which
were under suspicion from the start, So Why does
the prosecutor's office say it will go on hunting
for Scottorigglo’s slayers, and not even make the
gesture of such a promise in the Tresca case?”

Thomas also declared that Hogan, in assigning
Assistant Distriet Attorney Louis Pagnucco to
question Benjamin Gitlow about the Tresca case
before a grand jury last February, violated a
1944 pledge that Pagnucco would not be permit-
ted to examine any new witnesses in this case.
That pledge was made, Thomas said, “after At-
torney Morris L. Ernst and others presented docu-
mentary evidence showing that Pagnucco had
been closely associated with Fascists in the past
and had been honored by the Mussolini govern-
ment.”

Notes from the News

FRIENDS OF A. J. MUSTE are planning to
celebrate his 65th birthday by a party at the
Community Church, 40 Kast 35th St., New York
City, on Sat., Jan. 14 at 8 P.M. Muste, who was
an active figure in the labor movement in the
20's and 30’s and for a time bLelonged to the
Trotskyist movement, is now a militant pacifist.
He will give a report at the party on his recent
trip to India.
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ROGER BALDWIN'S SUCCESSOR as dirvector
of the American Civil Liberties Union will be
Prof, Patrick M. Malin, 46-year-old member of
the economic department at Swarthmore College,
who has been active in the Society of Friends
(Quakers), has held several administrative posts
in Washington and is described “an independent
in polities.”
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CHICAGO LANDLORDS, who are clamoring

for a blanket rent increase after bleeding their
tenants of at least $6 million in government-ap-

proved rent hikes during 1949, plus untold mil-
lions in over-ceiling rents, bonuses and similar
swindles, are now demanding elimination of free
text books from the schools in order to reduce
real estate taxes.
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SENATOR ROBERT A. TAFT said last week
that the U. S, is now rich enough so that for the
first time it might be possible to “eliminate ex-
treme hardship and poverty.” That sounds almost
like a carbon copy of the acceptance speech by
Herbert Hoover in 1928, a year before the big
crash.

L
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CORRECTION — Last week's report on the
purge in the Stewart-Warner plant in Chicago
contained the statement that both Philip Murray
and John L. Lewis have refused to sign Taft-
Hartley non-communist affidavits which served as
a model for the Stewart-Warner affidavits. While
Murray did vefuse to sign T-H oaths for two
years, he changed his position in 1949. Lewis
still refuses to do so,

and continuous work as an activist

STALINISTS

RENT FIGHT

who knows the facts.

Reading the Nov.
stories in the Illinois edition of
the Worker, one would get the
impression that the Chicago Ten-
ants Action Council led the re-
cent successful fight here against
a blanket rent increase. Victor
Ludwig, chairman of that Stalin-
ist-dominated group, is quoted as
saying that they defeated the rent
hike by proving that Chicago
rents are already too high.

One would also be led to believe
that the Cook County Rent Ad-
visory Board at its meeting of
Nov. 10; when it voted for the
second time against a rent boost,
‘was persuaded by the “well-pre-
pared brief” submitted to it by
the Tenants Action Council; or,
at the very least, that the Board
gave some consideration to this
self:styled “well-prepared brief.”

THE PUBLIC HEARINGS

However, any coincidence be-
tween these statements and the
true facts is enfrely non-existent.
The facts are“these:

At the public hearings on the
rent issue last June, the two chief
adversaries were the Chicago Ten-
ants Federation, representing the
tenants, and the Cook . County
Fair Rent Committee, speaking
 for the landlords, So clear was
this to everyone, including the
Board itself, that 45 minutes each
were alloted to these two prgan-
izations, and only_ five to ten min-
utes to all other organizations
and parties,

This was full recognition that
the Chicago Tenants Federation,
whose spokesmen sit as tenants’
representatives on the Rent Ad-
visory Board, is the outstanding
leader in the fight to defend the
interests of Chicago tenants.

At the June hearings the Ten-
ants Federation presented statis-
tical proof that the landlords are
not entitled to a rent increase.
This contention was reinforced by
the testimony of Dr. Philip Haus-
er, a leading statistical authority,
who proved that the landlords’
figures were not reliable.

The main argument on behalf

13 and 20‘

LIE ABOUT
IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO — The deceitfulness of the Stalinists in
exaggerating their role in the fight against the genera]
rent increase in Chicago should be crystal clear to anyone
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of the tenants at the hearing was
made by M. J. Myer, a Tenants
Federation leader and a member
of the Rent Advisory Board. In a
speech lasting over an hour Myer
revealed the basic fldws in the
landlords’ statistical case. The
Board thereafter voted 8 to 7
against a rent increase.

The landlords then appealed to
the courts and the Rent Advisory
Board was ordered to reconsider
its decision and to present find-
ings of fact.

It was at the Nov. 10 Board
meeting, called to act on the court
order, that Victor Ludwig of the
Tenants Action Council appeared
with the so-called “well-prepared
brief.” No one read it; no one even
mentioned it; and except for the
fact that it was lying on the desk,
it was for all practical purposes
non-existent.

Ludwig himself, instead of be-
ing the fiery defender of Chicago
tenants that the Worker would
have one imagine, was a quiet lit-
tle lad who camé in and said he
had a brief to present. The chair-
man of the Board told him to de-
posit it on the desk, which he did.
Ludwig then obediently left the
room when told to do so.

WHO LED THE FIGHT

At this November meeting the
fight on behalf of the tenants was
again led by the spokesmen for
the Chicago Tenants Federation,
as the minutes of the Board ses-
sion will show. They were sup-
ported by representatives of the
CIO, AFL and Railroad Brotlier-
‘hoods, and by two other members
of the Board. After a heated bat-
tle the Board reaffirmed its pre-
vious decision to deny the land-
lords a rent increase.

The Tenants Action Council did
not influence the Board's decision
by one iota.

Were it not for the existence of
the Chicago Tenants Federation
and the presence of its spokesmen
on the Rent Advisory Board, Chi-
cago tenants would in all likeli-
hood have been compelled long
ago to pay much higher rent.

Rosa  Karsner. Telegrams and
messages of greetings were re-
ceived from comrades and party
branches all over the country.
The festivities began with a dinner
and concluded with a few brief
titlks  and  the presentation of
e¢ifts from the New York Loeal,
the seattle branch and from com-
rades in Minneapolis,

The celebration was a tribute
to Rose Karsner’s years of loyal

in the revolutionary movement.
Her vecord goes back to the pre-
Worid War [ Socialist Party. She
was the national secretary of the
Friends of the Soviet Union at

Rose Karsner Honored at Dinner
In New York on Her 60th Birthday

More than a hundred comrades and friends gathered
on Christmas Eve at the New York headquarters of the

Sociakist Workers Party to celebrate the 60th birthday of
9;

and condueted the campaign for
the relief of the Russian famine
victims., Later she became As-
sistant Seeretary of the Interna-
tional Labor Defense.

Comrade Karsner was a mem-
ber of the Communist Party from
its earliest days and was among
the first to be expelled for Trot-
skyism in 1928, She was the “first
rank and filex” of the American
Trotskyvist movement. Since then
she has held many posts in party
activity, includh;;: the manage-
ment of the party press. She wa«
also the first manager of Pioneer

the time of its formation in 1921

Publishers.
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By Reba Aubrey
Fund Campaign Manager
We're. coming down the home
streteh. Eleven branches have al-
ready crossed the finish line: New
Haven, Flint, Allentown, Buf-
falo, ‘Detroit, Morgantown, New
Britain, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, St.
Paul - Minneapolis, - Seattle. The
ptlier branches are nearing their
zealk at top speed.
With a goal of $12,000, the
Party Building Fund reached $10,
742 on Dec. 27. To complete the
hational quota IN FULL AND
ON TIME, we need $1,257 more
by Dec. 31,
Seattle Branch completed  its
quoly, but Comrade Louise writes:
‘We will do our darndest to send
in a little move before the dead-
iins.”
Yonngstown Branch “eports
“the first post-strike pays ar
coming in" and assures us: that

¥ |their “quota will be fulfilled or

time and in full.”

Comrade Elaine says the Los
Angeles Local is “plugging away”
and that they are “sure of attain

me'  their goal — 100% by
Dec. 31,

The comrades in Pittshurgh had
a social to assure completion of
their quota. Comrades and friends
of the Branch made it a success
The result—100% for Pittsburgh.

“We realize that the time grows
short before the Party Building
Fund campaign ends,” Cemrade
Deiunis writks, “but Boston Branch
feels confident that its quoty w'il
be fulfilled, as always."”

New York Local likewise
“eonfident  of compleling”
guota by the end of the year,

Anne Chester reports that the
Buy Area comrades arve doing *a
few things locally to ensure
reashing our quota of $800.”

Sam K., a long-time friend of
the party ‘in New York, came into
the office to contribute $2 to the

is
its

he ¢an to help out.

M. of Detroit sent in $50, mak-
ing a total of $75 paid on her
8100 pledge.

R. H., Milwaukee, Wisc. con-
tributed £2.61 to the Party Build-
ing Fund.

A Friend who came to New
York for the Christmas holidays
greeted us with a $15 donation
to the Fund.

rMilitant readers and lriends: of
the party everywhere put their
shoulder to the wheel and pushed
the “General” contributions (o
8710 — over the top by 102%.

The final report and scoreboard

)

fund. He never fails to do what |

. ——
NUMBER 1

90% of Fund Collected
With Four Days to Go

Branch

New Haven
Hlint
Allentown
Buffalo
Detroit
Morgantown
New Britain
Pittsburgh
81, Louis
St. Paul-Minneapolis
Seattle
Cleveland
Taledo

New York
Newark
Milwaukee
San Francisco-Oaklend
Joston
Chicago
PPhiladelphia
Los Angeles
Youngstown
Akron
Worcester
Lyon
ueneral

TOTAL through Dec. 27

SCOREBOARD FOR SWP FUND

Quola Paid Percent
S22 S 28 112
200 204 102
50 a0 100
500 500 100
1,100 1,100 100
25 25 100
30 30 100
150 150 100
75 ki 100
960 900 100
200 200 100
250 236 94
75 71 94
1000 2,747 92
350 314 20
250 214 88
800 708 88
200 172 84
100 324 82
(00 167 R
1,500 1,100 73
100 200 73
100 65 65
40 26 66
(k) 26 35
705 716 102
$12,000 £10,743 90

It is the Ypsilanti area where
conditions among (housands of
working class families are so bad
thal one state official has declared
that by comparison “they make
1932 look like a time of plenty,”

0Of the industrial plants in this
area, 4, including Kuiser-Fraizer,
have been shut down for many
months, (The Kaiser-Frazer Cor-
peration  has  been in  recent
monthks the recipient of scores of
mill'ons of dollars in federal
loans on the ground that it would
give employment to thousands of
workers.)

The shutdowns in the Ypsilanti
area have been 50 numerous und
protrvacted  that thousands of
workers liad exhausted their un-
emplovment compensation and in-,
creasing  numbers  have  been
thrown on relief. Officals of the
UAW-CIO have charged that re-
licf allowances were erossly in-

will be printed next week.

adequate,

Thousands of Jobless in Ypsilanti
Thrown on Relief, Face Evictions

Although 1949 was the year of peak postwar produc-
tion and profits for the auto industry, one of the worst
“distress” areas in the country is to be found in a com-
mimity 30 miles west of Detroit, ¥—

According to official estimates
currant employment in the area
i« about 7,000; last year the
muvher of employed amounted to
18,000, or a drop in employment
of about 60 percent.

Hundreds of families are re-
ported as facing evietion because
of mahility to meet the rent. Wel-
far¢  officials  say they have
enough funds for immediate needs
butl refuse to say how long these
funds will last.

Local officials and civie groups
have been holding “emergency”
mecings where a greal deal of
concern is expressed but nothing
is dove to alleviate the plight of
thousands of working families.

Ypsilanti is only one of the
grow' rg number of “distress”
areas. Thus, it has just been
veported that in New York City
some 50,000 more workers have
heen thrown on relief, and the
welfare  officials  here likewise
wiurn of an emergency.

(Continued from page 1)

to which fhe Transit Union is
affiliated, because they wanted io
protect their potential candidate
against  Senator Taft, Mavyor
Burke, who hour by hour was to
reveal himself as the vilest type
of sirikebreaker.

Burke threatened to usc the
police and firemen to operate the
buses and streetcars, gave that
up in favor of “plenty of unem-
ploved GI's,” then gave that up
in favor of the women who
worked on the lines during the
war. Governor Lausche, Democrat,
called the strike *shocking™ and
promised Burke the militia f
necessary.

The newspapers began an un-
believable assault on the union
and its president, Meaney. Three-
fourths of the front page of
every issue of every paper was
devoted to scurrilous- editorials
and misleading articles. Front-
page editorials in the News on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
were headlined respectively “Th's
Strike Must Be Beaten,” "“The
Public Must Beat This Strike,”
and “Let Meaney Have Fight Ile
Wants."” The Press and the Plain
Dealer were no better in irying
1o paint the strike as the work
of one man,

Ind the union stood an firmly
under the blows of the politicians,
the press and the so-called labor
Insders. On Friday the ampire
clarified his decigsion and set o
minimum of 88 hours vacation
pay Tor transportation members
andd 80 hours for non-transporta-
fion cmployees. This was =
dofinite conression to the union
The late Friday editions of the
newspapers announced that Mayor
Burke and the CTS Management
were invokiag the law and ordered
the wen fto return to work at
miduight. The press and vadio
soupht to aid the wmayor and
confuse the union members by
running announcements that
“Tyansit Strike Ts Near End"”
and “Cars May Run Tomorrow.”
A muss meeting was scheduled

night the CTS tried to launch a
buck-to~work movement, But -
ol 4,900 employees, four reported
for work and were discouraged
from work ng.

At ihe Saturday meeting when
everyone else expected them to
vole lo end the strike, 2,000
members courageously decided to
confinue it by unanimous vote.
The men were heariened as sup-
port from other sections of the
labor movement hegan to appear.
The Painters District Council
senl an inspiring message to ihe
meeling, Pat O'Malley, District
Director of the UAW, voiced his
supporl, and the UE condemned
Burke.

Theye was relative quiet aver
Chistmas, but on Monday Tudge
Ard] of the Comman Pleas Court,
a former Democratic ward leader,
took the unusual aetion of yrant-
‘ng o hearing for an injunction
on a holiday and then invoked
bdth the vicious Ferguson Law
and the common law of Lhe coun-
try.

A mass meeting  was  again
called for Tuesduy morning, and
as required by the injunetion,
Meaney and the other officers
vreed the men to vote to yvelurn
to work. Meaney castigated the

court ordef as “government by
njunetion”  and  said  that  This
wig  “dietatorship  worse han
Russia.”

The 2,500 membeys finally dil
vote to return to work after the
officers  and union counsel ox-
plained that continuing the strike
wonld mean that econtempt pro-
ceedings would be started and the
officers and local fined, the of-

Cleveland Strike Broken

moevement in Cleveland had been
united, if it had completely sup-
ported  the Transit Union and
wianthed the city adm!nistration it
would call a general strike if
the ®ontempt citations were put
into effeet, the strike could have
been won. But there is no such
unity, The labor movement cannot
fight the strikebreaker Burke and
at the same time play footsie
with “onatorial- candidate Burke.

The Cleveland courts have gone
further than they did in the
Fawick strike a year ago when
the Jubor movement was shocked
by the severity of the injunction.
The labor leaders are now deplor-
ing the use of the injunction in
the 1ransit strike. But that does
no zeod now — the strike is
broken, The labor movement in
the 1. 8. can well be proud of
(he €leveland Transit Union, but
it can only hang its head over
the actions of the Cleveland labor
Icaders,

ficers jailed and the local possbly |
smashed. i

The question must be raised:
How could such a thing happen?
The only answer is the tervible
wenkuess of the labor movement
in Cleveland in particular and in
the mnation in  general. The
reliance of the labor movement
capitalist politicians has bronght
on this condition and ~ansed the
end of a glovious exhibition of

for Saturday morning. ¥Friday

union militancy. If the labor

Eastern Europe:
A-Discussion

in the International

Information Bulletin
The Yugoslav Question, the
Question of the Soviet Buffer
Zone and the Implications for
Marxist Theory by Ernest Ger-
main, in the January issue, 43
pp,, 35c.

On the Class Nature of Yugo-
slavia by M. Pablo, in the De-
cember issue, 27 pp., 25¢

The Evolution of the Buffer
Countries by the International
Executive Committee of the
Fourth International, in the
June issue, 35 pp., 25¢.
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