
Cominform Issues 
Formal Orders to 
Overthrow Tito

By John G. Wright
After a lapse of 17 months the Communist Informa­

tion Bureau met once more amid greatest secrecy “ some­
where in Rumania” to take up as the firs t and main point
on its  agenda S ta lin ’s s trugg le  ® 
to  crush dissident Y ugoslav ia  in
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blood. A l l  the o ther ^C om inform  
declarations —  on the danger o f 
w a r, the in tens ifica tion  o f “ the 
s trugg le  to  unmask the r ig h t-  
w in g  Socia lists,”  the o rien ta tion  
to w in  over Catholic w orkers, the 
plan to organize c ity  and v illage  
“ com m ittees a ll over the w orld  
in  the defense o f peace,”  etc. — 
a ll these are intended as mere 
tr im m in g s  and a smokescreen 
fo r  the conduct o f S ta lin ’s w a r­
fa re  aga inst Yugoslavia .

I t  should \>e recalled th a t the 
ra is in g  o f the w ar-danger, more 
accurate ly, using the actual w a r- 
danger as a screen, has been «ne 
o f S ta lin ’s fa v o rite  methods o f 
s trugg le  aga inst a ll h is po litica l 
opponents. In  the present instance 
the im p e ria lis t w a r th re a t serves 
not on ly to w h ip  waverers in to  
line  bu t also to mask S ta lin ’s own 
ru th less prepara tions to destroy 
phys ica lly  the T ito  regim e, the 
Y ugoslav Com m unist P a rty  and 
to  subjugate Y ugoslavia  herself.

Phila. Convention 
Founds IUE-CI0 
Electrical Union

NO V. 30 —  The atmosphere 
and actions o f the found ing  con­
vention o f the CIO In te rn a tion a l 
Union o f E le c trica l, Radio and 
M achine W orkers, which opened 
Nov. 27 in  P hiladelph ia, can on ly 
repel ra th e r than a ttra c t m ilita n t 
workers. “ A nti-C om m un ism ,”  red­
ba iting , bureaucratic methods arid 
crude demagogy arc no substi­
tu te , in  the opin ion o f most w o rk ­
ers, fo r  a m ilita n t program  th a t 
w ill w in  them be tte r conditions.

T rue  enough, CIO Secretary- 
T reasu rer James B. Carey, whom 
P h ilip  M u rra y  hand - picked to 
head the new organ iza tion  u n t il 
perm anent officers are elected 
some tim e next year, prom ised 
the delegates th a t IU E -C IO  w il l  
do a be tte r job on wages and 
pensions than the S ta lin is t-led  
U n ited  E lec trica l w orkers which 
the CIO expelled several weeks 
ago.

He even in troduced an “ eco­
nomic re p o rt”  proposing a cam­
paign fo r  fo u rth -ro u n d  wage in ­
creases as w e ll as pensions lik e  
those obtained by the steel and 
auto unions. B u t the Carey rep o rt 
was hedged around w ith  q u a lifi- 
in g  statements, such as the union 
“ w ill take in to  account the 
a b ili ty  to pay o f the various com­
panies”  and w i l l  no t “ reso rt to 
‘A lice  in W onderland’ tactics and 
demands.”

Besides, who w ill take seriously 
th is  ta lk  o f fo u rth  - round wage 
raises when the m a jo r CIO 
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A cursory com parison o f the 
te x t o f the curren t C om inform  
declaration w ith  the one adopted 
in June 1948 shows how fa r  
S ta lin  has moved in  p repa ring  
p o lit ic a lly  fo r  th is  onslaught. A  
b r ie f 17 m onths ago T ito  h im se lf 
was labelled m ere ly  as an “ ad­
ven tu re r”  and his fo llow ers  ac­
cused o f a whole gam ut o f p o li­
tica l devia tions, in c lud in g  “ T ro t­
sky ism ”  and na tiona lism . Today 
they are a ll “ assassins and h ire ­
lin g  spies.”

La s t tim e  the T ito  reg im e was 
charged w ith  pu rsu ing  a “ ha te fu l 
po licy ”  tow ard the Soviet Union 
and o f “ con sp iring ”  to sell out 
Yugoslav ia  to  A n g lo -A m e ric a n  
im peria lism . T h is  tim e  Y ugoslavia  
is denounced ,as “ an an ti-com ­
m unist police state o f a fasc is t 
type ”  and an “ Am erican center 
o f espionage and an ti-com m unis t 
propaganda.”

Las t tim e the Com inform  
prescribed as the cure a purge o f 
the Y ugoslav p a rty  leadership 
and an honest “ confession o f 
m istakes.”  T h is  tim e  i t  demands 
no th ing sho rt o f a v io len t over­
th ro w  o f th is  “ police, fasc is t-type  
s ta te ”  and orders S ta lin is ts  every­
where “ to g ive  u tm ost assistance”  
to achieve th is  goal. Th is can on ly 
mean a re ite ra tio n  by S ta lin  h im ­
se lf th a t he w il l  stop a t no th ing  
and th a t S ta lin is t leaderships 
everywhere m ust do likew ise.

From  the f irs t dispatches, the 
on ly  ones available a t th is  w r i t ­
ing, ihe Yugoslav governm ent is 
ev iden tly  the on ly one whose 
overth row  is being openly demand­
ed and cove rtly  organized under 
Com inform  auspices. F o r ex­
ample, there is no m ention w h a t­
ever o f F ranco’s Spain. A s fo r  
Greece, the K rem lin , a fte r  l iq u i­
da ting  the Greek g u e rr illa  s tru g ­
gle, is obviously too busy nego­
tia t in g  an agreem ent w ith  those 
whom it  branded on ly  yesterday 
as “ m onarcho-fascists” , to  bother 
about such tr if le s  as o rgan iz ing  
fo r  th e ir  overth row . Yugoslavia 
—  there is  S ta lin ’s “ m ain enemy” !

W e come now to  another h ig h ly  
s ig n ifica n t d iffe rence between the 
las t tw o  Com inform  declarations. 
In ,Jun e  1948, the C om inform  ex­
pressed confidence th a t the T ito is t 
“ devia tion”  would be speedily and 
pa in lessly liqu ida ted  by  the 
“ he a lth y ”  forces inside the Y ugo­
slav p a rty  its e lf. No such confi­
dence is now expressed. On the 
con tra ry , the rep o rt on th is  topic 
is e loquently en titled  “ The Y ugo­
slav Com m unist P a rty  W hich Is  
in the Hands o f M urderers and 
Spies.”

No less eloquent is the fa c t 
th a t there was no representative 
o r spokesman o f the “ p a tr io t ic  
and re v o lu tio n a ry ”  Yugoslav 
elements present a t th is  con­
ference.. The o ffic ia l exp lanation 
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Curran Goons and Cops 
Terrorize N M U  Ranks

NEW YORK, Nov. 30 — Members of the CIO National Maritime Union in the 
Port of New York were given a demonstration last week of the kind of regime Presi­
dent Joseph Curran is seeking to establish in the union. Having lost the support of
the m embership, C urran moved in®- - ---------

Judge Voids 
Witch-Hunting 
Law in N.Y.
100 Y FA  DELEGATES B A C K  
C IV IL RIGHTS FOR S W P

CLEVELAND, Nov. 28 — Approximately 100 dele­
gates at the second national convention of the Young 
Progressives of America (Wallaceite youth), which closed 
here yesterday, voted in  fa v o r ® 
o f an amendment ca llin g  fo r  sup-

a gang o f im ported go rilla s  to 
“ cap ture”  the union h a ll w ith  the 
aid o f the New Y o rk  Police De­
pa rtm e n t and loosed a re ign  o f 
te r ro r  designed to in tim id a te  the 
membership in to  submission.

The C urran putsch took place 
in  the e a rly  m orn ing  hours on 
F r i., Nov. 25, im m ed ia te ly  fo llo w ­
in g  the T han ksg iv ing  ho liday. 
Members a rr iv in g  a t the sh ipp ing 
ha ll F r id a y  m orn ing  found a ll 
entrances sealed w ith  the ex­
ception o f one na rrow  doorway a t 
the f ro n t  o f the bu ild ing . A  la rge 
concentration o f police surround­
ed the en tire  b lock: fo o t p a tro l­

men, detectives, mounted cops, 
p row l cars, m otorcycles, etc.

To ge t in to  the ha ll, members 
were compelled to line up on the 
s tree t and were pe rm itted  to 
enter on ly  one a t a tim e. Inside 
the door were stationed a gang 
o f thugs and a fingerm an sur­
rounded by cops. As each member 
entered he was forced to  su r­
render his un ion book, ostensib ly 
fo r  the purpose o f “ iden tifica ­
tion .”

Those suspected o f opposition 
to the C urran machine were 
fingered and th e ir  books taken
aw ay; they were fo rc ib ly  ejected

MINERS DEMONSTRATE 
THEIR IRON SOLIDARITY

DEC. 1 — Eleven hours after the country’s 400,000 
soft coal miners began their fourth strike this year, the 
United Mine Workers Policy Committee, on the advice of 
John L . Lew is, today instructed® ' 
the members to resume w ork on
Monday, Dec. 5, bu t on a 3-day 
week basis.

T h is  continues the U M W  tac tic  
o f harassm ent and pressure on 
the re c a lc itra n t m ine owners, 
w h ile  conserving the resources 
and fig h tin g  s treng th  o f the 
m iners. In  a fu r th e r  move th a t 
enraged the a rro g a n t operators, 
the U M W  Policy Com m ittee 
authorized the nego tia tion o f in ­
d iv idua l contracts to  s p lit  the 
opera tors’ fro n t.

W ith  iro n  s o lid a r ity  and d isc i­
p line , the m iners had renewed 
th e ir  s tr ik e  fo r  h igher wages and 
pension roya lties . No fo rm a l call 
was needed. P recisely a t the tim e 
set fo r  ending the th re e -w e e k  
truce, the mine w orkers shut
down the p its.

D u rin g  the period o f the truce, 
the ca p ita lis t newspapers had
spread reports  o f alleged “ d isa f­
fec tio n ,”  re fle c tin g  B ig  Business 
and governm ent hopes th a t some 
m iners m ig h t ba lk a t a fo u rth  
s tr ike  th is  year “ ju s t  before
C hris tm as.”

T h is  propaganda, designed to 
underm ine the m iners’ m orale 
and divide them, has proved f r u i t ­
less. They know th e ir  enemies. 
They know th a t the rich  coal
operators and the T rum an ad­
m in is tra tio n  are consp iring  to 
weaken th e ir  union and deprive 
them not on ly  o f new concessions 
bu t o f v ita l past gains.

T rum an has already given the 
m ine owners a potent weapon in

the report of his “fact-finding” 
board in the steel case. That re­
port declared against any gen­
eral wage increases not only for 
the steel workers, but for all in­
dustrial workers. It  recommended 
a standard for pensions far below 
that provided in the old United 
Mine Workers contract, let alone 
the new pension demand.

N E E D  S O LID  B A C K IN G
The fa c t th a t the CIO leaders 

—  M urra y , Reuther, etc. —  have 
accepted the wage freeze-pension 
fo rm u la  o f T rum an ’s steel board 
has strengthened the. operators 
and governm ent in th e ir  insistence 
th a t the m iners drop th e ir  wage 
and pension demands. In  fac t, 
the m ine companies have coun­
tered the U M W  demands w ith  
th e ir  own demand th a t the  pay­
ments ou t o f the U M W  w e lfa re  
fund- be “ regu la ted”  —  th a t is, 
th a t benefits be cu t —  and th a t 
the “ able and w ill in g ”  clause 
w ihch leaves the m iners con­
tra c tu a lly  free to  s tr ik e  a t any 
tim e he elim inated.

I f  the mine owners thought 
to tesl the UMW’s solidarity and 
determination to fight, they have 
received their answer. The miners 
are still no pushover, despite the 
great sacrifices they have been 
forced to make so far this year 
and the depletion of their re­
sources. What is needed to assure 
them of speedy victory is the 
solid backing, morally and 
materially, of the whole Amer­
ican labor movement.

N. Y. CIO Council Aids Kutcher; 
Mass Meeting to Be Held Dec. 15

NFAV YO R K, Nov. 23 —  The New Y ork  C ity  C IO  Council 
a t its  m eeting th is  week approved the reso lu tion subm itted 
by its  E xecutive Board endorsing the case o f James Kutcher. 
In  a le tte r  sent Nov. 22 President M ichael .1. Q u ill and Secre­
ta ry -T re a su re r M o rris  Iushew itz  urged a ll a ff ilia te s  o f the 
Council to act im m edia te ly  in g iv in g  m ora l and fina nc ia l aid 
to  the legless veteran in f ig h t in g  his dism issal and defending 
his c iv il r ig h ts .

The reso lu tion  notes th a t “ K u tch e r’s persecution has been 
condemned as an outrageous v io la tio n  o f free  speech and the 
r ig h t  to hold public and p riva te  em ploym ent, regardless o f 
po litica l be lie fs .”  I t  requests the Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  
to restore K u tche r’s job and calls upon the President to grant 
K u tch e r’s request fo r  a public hearing  a t which his p a rty  can 
defend its e lf  aga inst the charges of. subversiveness.

This action by the New Y o rk  C ity  CIO  Council adds im ­
pressive support to  the mass m eeting to  welcome James 
K utcher home fro m  his na tiona l speaking to u r scheduled 
fo r  Thursday evening, Dec. 15 a t the C ap ito l H o te l, 51st St. 
and 8 th  Ave.

Speakers a t the m eeting w ill include I. F. Stone, Roger 
B a ldw in , C a rl H olderm an, Ben jam in F. M cLaurin , Professor 
Thomas I.  Emerson, N orm an Thomas and George Novack. 
T icke ts  can be secured by w r it in g  to the K u tche r C iv il R ights 
Com m ittee, 19 W est 10th St., New Y o rk  11, N . Y.

lro in  (he ha ll by the cops. Known 
opposition ists were taken to a 
back room fo r  “ questioning,”  
th e ir books taken, beaten up and 
th row n out the back door. These 
beatings occurred w ith  cops 
sw arm ing a ll over the ha ll. They 
conveniently turned th e ir  backs, 
except in  a s ing le  instance when 
the screams o f one v ic tim  im pelled 
them  to  break into, the room  to 
make a show o f p reserv ing “ law  
and order.”

In  the f irs t  few  days a fte r  C ur­
ran and the cops took over, i t  is 
estim ated th a t app rox im a te ly  100 
men had th e ir  books taken away. 
Many were no t involved in  the 
dispute bu t had rem ained neutra l 
in the in te rna l s trugg le . T h e ir 
protests were in  vain. Once they 
were fingered as suspect by a 
C urran hatchet-m an, th e ir  book 
was taken and the cops shoved 
them outside the ha ll.

D E P R IV E D  OF L IV E L IH O O D
To take a seamen’s union book 

is to deprive him  o f a live lihood. 
W ith  the exception o f a very  few  
unorganized sh ipp ing companies 
a ll men are h ired th rough  the 
union h ir in g  ha ll. A seaman who 
has his book taken is denied 
access to the h ir in g  h a ll and is 
there fore  deprived o f the op­
p o rtu n ity  to get a job.

The union cons titu tion  provides 
th a t no m em ber’s book can be 
taken unless charges are p re ­
ferred , a t r ia l  is held, and the 
membership votes to expel. M em ­
bers who had th e ir  books taken 
have in s titu te d  court, action to 
pro tect th e ir  r ig h t  to  w o rk  in the 
industry . Because o f the fun da ­
m ental issues involved, the A m e r­
ican C iv il L ibe rties  Un ion has 
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port, o f the 18 T ro ts k y is t leaders 
who were the f irs t  to  be con­
victed under the S m ith  A ct.

The amendm ent was defeated, 
w ith  about 300 delegates vo tin g  
against it ,  and another 150 
absta in ing . (Representation was 
based on one delegate fo r  ten 
members.)

A  reso lu tion was in troduced on 
c iv il r ig h ts , ca llin g  fo r  defense 
o f the eleven Com m unist P a rty  
leaders convicted a t Fo ley Square, 
fo r  defense o f th e ir  law yers who 
were sentenced to prison fo r  
“ contem pt,”  and fo r  repeal o f 
the S m ith  A ct.

Expressing support fo r  the 
reso lu tion, a delegate from  the 
W esl Side M anhattan Y P A  in ­
troduced an amendment to the 
reso lution, ask ing fo r  the defense 
o f a ll labo r and progressive v ic ­
tim s  of the S m ith  A c t and sup­
port fo r  the cam paign to w in  a 
pres identia l pardon fo r  the 18 
leaders o f the Socia list W orkers  
P a rty  who were tr ie d  and con­
victed under the S m ith  A c t in 
1941.

The in troduc tion  o f th is  amend­
m ent produced a hys te rica l T ro t­
s k y is t-b a it in g  a ttack by the S ta l­
in is t forces a t the convention. 
The en tire  arsenal o f slanders 
about T ro ts k y * ;t “ sabotage o f the 
w a r e f fo r t ”  was th row n  a t the 
delegates. I t  was even charged 
th a t “ T ro ts k is t doctors in Spain”  
d u rin g  the c iv i l w a r had am p u ta t­
ed the legs o f L o y a lis t soldiers 
as a means o f he lp ing the 
fascists.

W A L L A C E ’S LE T T E R
The delegates, inc lud ing  many 

o f the S ta l'n is ts , were le f t  stunned 
m om entarily  when they were read 
H enry W allace’s le tte r  to F a rre ll 
Dobbs la s t year, condemning the 
M inneapolis t r ia l  because the 
defendants had been convicted 
“ solely by reason o f th e ir  ex­
pression o f po litica l views and 
opin ions”  and o ffe r in g  h is sup­
p o rt to the e ffo r ts  to  ge t a  p res i­
dentia l pardon to restore the c iv il 
lig h ts  o f the 18.

A  N egro delegate took the f lo o r  
to  say th a t he was tire d  o f 
discussing T ro tsky ism , a lthough

the rea l issue was c iv il r ig h ts  
and on ly  three people had gained 
the flo o r to discuss it ,  and the 
chairm an pu t the question.

A f le r  the amendment was voted 
down, a ca ll fo r  a c iv il r ig h ts  
caucus was answered by 20-odd 
delegates. T he ir e f fo r t  to  hold a 
m eeting was broken up by an o r ­
ganized group o f S ta lin is t hacks 
who moved in on the group shout­
ing  charges th a t it  was a “ Jim  
Crow caucus”  plus o ther lies. 
(F iv e  o f the group were N e­
groes.)

Aside fro m  th is  issue, there 
was no im p o rta n t d iffe rences 
m anifested a t the convent on 
which adopted a p rogram  in  gen­
eral line  w ith  H enry  W allace ’s 
policies.

NAACP Sec’y Hits 
Stalinist Line on 
Minneapolis Trial

S ta lin is t - dom inated o rgan iza­
tions were not inv ited  to par- 
Hcirvite in  the N A A C P -in itia te d  
C iv il R igh ts  M ob iliza tion  because 
o f (ho S ta lin is t be traya l o f the 
Negro s trugg le  d u rin g  the war 
and the S ta lin is t a ttitu d e  tow ard 
*ho M inneapolis t r ia l  o f the 18 
T ro tsky is ts , according to Roy 
W ilk in s , ac ting  secre tary o f the 
N A A C P .

On Nov. 14 W illia m  L. P a tte r­
son, na tiona l executive secretary' 
o f the S ta lin is t - con tro lled C iv il 
R ights Congress, sent the N A A C P  
a le tte r  o ffe r in g  the CRC’s “ sup­
p o r t"  and “ cooperation”  to  the 
C iv il R igh ts  M ob iliza tion  and 
asking w hy the  CRC had not 
been included in  the l is t  o f o r­
ganizations inv ited  by the N A A C P  
to p a rtic ip a te  as co-sponsors. On 
Nov. 22 W ilk 'n s  answered P a t­
te rson ’s le tte r. P a rt o f his answer 
said:

“ We o f the N A A C P  remember 
tha t du rin g  the w ar when Negro 
Am ericans were fig h tin g  fo r  jobs 
on the home fro n t and fig h tin g  
fo r  decent trea tm e n t in  the armed 
services we could get no help from  
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The Chronic Crisis in Coal  and Its Solution
By Art Preis

The coal m iners, by th e ir 
m agnificent s tr ik e  battles, have 
won the highest in d u s tr ia l wage 
scales, w e lfa re  benefits and pen­
sions in the coun try . No one can 
gainsay the fac t th a t the U n ited 
M ine W orkers has elevated the 
liv in g  standards o f its  m ember­
ship fa r  above the abysm al levels 
o f (he ’20s and ’30s.

B u t the fa c t also rem ains th a t 
the m iners have a tta ined ne ithe r 
the incomes o f decency and 
health  no r genuine secu rity . The 
average income o f the m iners 
th is  year w i l l  be about 82,800, a 
decline o f $800 fro m  la s t year, o r 
about $1,000 below' the o ffic ia lly  
recognized m in im um  decency aiid 
health standard fo r  an average 
fa m ily .

I t  is because conditions in the 
in d u s try  threatened to m a te ria lly  
reduce th e ir  income th a t they 
were forced to  s trike . They hope 
by increasing th e ir  wages and 
other benefits to  make up fo r  the 
losses they  have been susta in ing  
th rough  the periods o f unem ploy­
m ent and p a rt- t im e  w o rk  th a t are 
p lag u in g  the  coal in d u s try  to  a 
g re a te r degree than  a lm ost any

o ther in du s try . A  m iner who 
earns $1.91 an hour s t i l l  cannot 
live  in  m in im um  decency i f  he 
has on ly  one, tw o o r three days 
o f w o rk  a week and in te rm itte n t 
la y -o ffs  o f longer periods.

A b ig  increase in  man - hour 
ou tpu t, combined w ith  a sharp 
decline in the m arke ts fo r  coal, 
vesulted th is  past sp rin g  in  
tremendous coal stockpiles. Large 
numbers o f m iners were la id  o f f  
o r reduced to p a rt- t im e  w ork. 
The U M W  then ordered a general 
three-day week to  equalize and 
spread the ava ilab le  w ork.

This, however, could be on ly  a 
tem porary  expedient. I f  i t  spread 
the w ork, i t  also spread the 
poverty. Moreover, declin ing p ro­
duction meant less roya lties  in 
the health  and w e lfa re  fund. The 
m iners there fore  had to figh t fo r  
h igher wage scales and b igger 
roya lties  to m a in ta in  th e ir  take- 
home pay and w e lfa re  fund.

N E W  M IN E  D E V E LO P M E N T S
B u t even th is  cannot solve the 

m iners ’ basic problem  o f in ­
secu rity  a ris in g  fro m  a cu t­
th ro a t c a p ita lis tic  in d u s try  th a t 
fo r  decades has m ain ta ined condi­

tions o f in s ta b ility  and chaos a t 
the m iners ’ expense. There are 
some 8,000 opera tors in  the coal 
indus try . They are in  b it te r  com­
pe tition . To rea lize a continuous 
g ro w th  in th e ir  p ro fits , they  have 
to cu t costs in  re la tion  to  th e ir  
prices —  w ith  labo r costs f irs t 
under the kn ife .

Over the past 20 years, by 
ra tio n a liz in g  the in d u s try  more 
and more, by the in tro du c tion  o f 
m echanization, the opera tors have 
cu t dow-n the num ber o f so ft- 
coal m iners fro m  700,000 to 350,- 
000. These 350,000 can produce 
m ore coal than tw ice  th e ir  num ­
ber tw o  decades ago.

Two years ago, coal production 
was dose to 650 m illio n  tons. T h is  
year the m arkets could absorb 
less than 450 m illio n  tons. Even 
i f  the m iners had not s truck  or 
in s titu te d  th e ir  own three - day 
week to equalize the w ork, the 
operators would have curta iled  
production and em ploym ent an y ­
way.

U nder the present ca p ita lis t 
con tro l and operation o f the 
m ines, the m iners a re  bound to 
ge t the d ir ty  end o f the stick. 
They have been forced to  s tr ik e

repeatedly, year a fte r  year, to ge t 
some o f the benefit o f th e ir  in ­
creased p ro d u c tiv ity . B u t they 
have not been able to keep pace. 
The lio n ’s share o f increased 
production goes to swell the m ine 
owners’ p ro fits . E ve ry  rise  in 
m an-hour o u tp u t means a reduc­
tion  in the labor force o r pa rt- 
tim e w o rk  th a t cuts the take- 
home pay.

T H E  O W N E R S ’ A IM S

There can be no (solution to  th is  
problem so long as the coal 
resources o f th is  country are con­
tro lled  by a few  thousand p riva te  
owners whose sole aim is to 
ransack these na ture - given re ­
sources fo r  th e ir  own p riva te  
gain. They ra ise production or 
lower i t  in  term s o f th e ir  own 
pocket-books. They are in d if ­
ferent to the w e lfa re  o f the men 
who risk  th e ir  lives to ex trac t and 
process the coal.

The coal in d u s try  needs to be 
organized and coordinated accord­
ing  to a na tiona l plan. No e ffec­
tiv e  p lan can be based on the 
p ro fit  in te rests o f the m ine own­
ers. These parasites m ust be 
e lim inated fro m  the in dus try .

T ha t means the m ines m ust be 
nationalized, w ith  p riva te  p ro fit 
e lim inated . The coal in d u s try  
m ust be operated under the con­
tro l o f the m iners themselves 
th rough th e ir  own o rgan iza tion  
and dem ocra tically-e lected com­
m ittees. B y  e lim in a tin g  the 
trem endous p ro fits  o f the mine 
owners, by in tro du c ing  safe and 
e ffic ie n t techniques o f m in in g  o r 
a na tiona l planned basis, the 
overhead o f the in d u s try  can be 
d ra s tic a lly  reduced, prices to  con­
sumers cu t and wages raisedv In ­
creases in  labo r p ro d u c tiv ity  w ill 
mean not la y -o ffs  and unem ploy­
ment, h u t a sho rte r work-w eek 
w ith  reductions in take-home 
nay o r w e lfa re  benefits.

The coal in d u s try  is s ick w ith  
a disease called ca p ita lis t ex­
p lo ita tion . Indispensable to  a cure 
is na tiona liza tion  under the 
m iners ’ con tro l. As they have 
spearheaded the figh t fo r  fa r- 
reaching social demands like  
health benefits and pensions, so 
the m iners can again po in t the 
way fo r  a ll Am erican labor by 
bo ld ly cham pioning the program  
o f na tiona liza tion  under w o rke rs ’ 
con tro l.

Civil Rights 
Defense Must 
Not Relax

The witch-hunt against 
academic freedom in New 
York State public education
received a ju d ic ia l set-back on 
Nov. 28 when S tate Supreme 
C ourt Justice H a rry  E. S ch irick, 
in  a tes t case, ru led th a t the F e in - 
berg Law' v io la tes the sta te and 
federa l constitu tions.

T h is  law , w h ich Justice Schi­
r ic k  branded a “ reso rt to w itch - 
h u n tin g ”  and a “ d ragne t w h ich  
m ay enmesh anyone who ag ita tes 
fo r  a change o f governm ent,”  was 
jam m ed th rough  the state leg is la ­
tu re  ea rly  th is  year. I t  d irects the 
S tate Board o f Regents to  com­
p ile  a l is t  o f “ subversive”  organ- 
zations, membership in  w h ich 

would cons titu te  “ p rim a  fac ie  evi­
dence o f d isqu a lifica tio n  fo r  ap­
po in tm ent to  o r re ten tion  in  any 
o ffice  o r position  in  the  pub lic  
schools o f the sta te.”

Justice Schi r ic k ’s courageous 
arid honest ru lin g , made in  the 
face o f heavy pressure and th rea ts  
fro m  reac tiona ry  o rgan iza tions 
and po litic ians, is the th ird  ju d i­
cia l b low  in recent m onths aga inst 
the tho ugh t-co n tro l laws enacted 
by state leg is la tu res fro m  coast 
to coast. M a ry la n d ’s “ Omnibus 
A n ti-S u bve rs ive ”  law  and New 
Jersey’s “ lo y a lty  oath”  la w  fo r  
p o lit ic a l candidates have been 
s im ila r ly  declared unconstitu tion ­
al.

NO  R E L A X A T IO N
In  a ll three cases, however, 

there is grave danger th a t the 
ru lin g s  o f in d iv id u a l judges m ay 
be reversed. S tate o ffic ia ls  are 
pressing fo r  speedy action by ap­
peals courts to  uphold these laws. 
T h is  means there  can be no re la x ­
a tion  in  the f ig h t  aga inst them .

Teachers unions, c iv il r ig h ts  
groups and m in o r ity  p o lit ic a l' o r­
ganizations, inc lud ing  the Social­
is t W orkers  P a rty , ac tive ly  
fo u g h t the Fe inberg  Law . A t  a 
Board o f Regents hearing, SW P 
N a tiona l C hairm an F. Dobbs was 
a p rin c ip a l speaker aga inst the 
Board’s proposed b la ck lis t, based 
on the lis t  o f “ subversive”  o rgan­
iza tions issued by fo rm e r A t to r ­
ney General Tom  C la rk  as p a r t 
o f T ru m a n ’s “ lo y a lty ”  purge o f 
governm ent employees.

Issu ing  a perm anent in ju n c tio n  
re s tra in in g  the Board o f Regents 
fro m  en fo rc ing  the Fe inberg Law , 
Justice Schirick declared th a t the 
law  v io la ted  “ due process.”  I t  is, 
he said, “ a le g is la tive  f in d in g  o f 
g u ilt  o f advocating the ove rth row  
o f the governm ent by u n la w fu l 
means w ith o u t a ju d ic ia l t r ia l  and 
w ith o u t any o f the fo rm s  and 
guards provided fo r  the secu rity  
o f the in d iv idu a l by our tra d it io n ­
al ju d ic ia l fo rm s .”

“ G U IL T  B Y  A S S O C IA T IO N ”
He found th a t the law  “ fa ils  to  

meet the m in im um  standards o f 
fa irness required by any adm in is­
tra t iv e  procedure.”  In  f in d in g  a 
teacher “ g u ilty ”  fo r  mere m em ­
bership in an organ iza tion , he 
said, “ no p roo f o f the doctrines 
and p rog ra ifi o f the  organ iza tion  
need be o ffe red ,”  according to .th e  
law . “ A s to  the in d iv idu a l, no 
p roo f o f il le g a l purpose is  re ­
qu ired. . . T h is  is ‘guilt, by asso­
c ia tion ’ w ith  a vengeance.”

T h is  phase o f Justice S ch irick ’s 
op in ion calls in to  question n o t 
on ly  the Fe inberg  Law , b u t the 
whole procedure o f the T rum an  
a d m in is tra tio n ’s “ lo y a lty ”  purge. 
I t  should encourage defenders o f 
c iv il libe rtie s  to in te n s ify  th e ir  
f ig h t  on beha lf o f James K utcher, 
the legless veteran f ire d  fro m  the 
V A  fo r  m em bership in  the SWP, 
and i l l  o ther v ic tim s  o f the w itc h ­
hun t and p o lit ic a l -purges.
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Class Struggle Flares 
Anew in France, Italy

By Paul G. Stevens
Two m a jo r events last week 

served to  point up the precarious 
character o f the “ s ta b iliza tio n ”  
achieved under the M arshall Plan 
i l l  W estern Europe. One was the 
24-hour general s tr ik e  in  France. 
The o ther was the resurgence o f 
la rd  seizures by the poor peasants 
in  I ta ly .

B oth these events, i t  m ust be 
noted, are reported as ta k in g  
place w ith ou t the in it ia t iv e  o f the 
S ta lin is ts . T h e ir significance is 
thus doub ly emphasized by the 
c a p ita lis t apologists themselves.

I t  should be remembered th a t 
the  widespread social unrest and 
in s ta b ility  in  Europe fo llo w in g  
W orld  W ar I I  was in  the main 
a ttr ib u te d  by  the W estern powers 
to  the m achinations o f the K rem ­
lin . W h ile  the M arsha ll Plan was 
in  p a rt designed to patch up the 
d ilap idated economies, the U. S. 
S tate D epartm ent did not re ly  on 
economic measures alone. I t  in ­
tervened d ire c tly  in a po litica l 
sense as w e ll, p r im a r ily  in  the 
French unions and in the Ita lia n  
elections o f 1948.

SPIRIT T H E  U N IO N S
In  France, th rough  the agency 

o f paid A F L  and (TO  fun c ­
tiona ries  w o rk in g  in cahoots w ith  
t lie  F B I, the State Departm ent 
engineered a s p lit  in  the General 
Confederation o f Labor (C G T ). 
In  the course o f the adven tu ris tic

“ s tr ik e  waves”  organized by the 
S ta lin is t leadership o f the CGT 
n 1947, when the CP was ousted 

fro m  the cabinet, the Am erican 
“ labor statesm en”  convinced the 
old line re fo rm is t leaders, headed 
by Leon Jouhaux, to p a r t  com­
pany w ith  the S ta lin is ts  and to 
fo rm  th e ir  own “ W orkers  Force 
Federation.”  The m aneuver re ­
sulted in a considerable weaken- 
ng o f the trade un ion s treng th  

o f the French w orkers. The 
re la tive  social calm th a t has fo l­
lowed since has been in te rp re ted  
genera lly  as a v ic to ry  fo r  th is  
‘g rand s tra te g y .”

C e rta in ly  the S ta lin is t leader­
ship in France has lost appreciable 
ground in the trade unions as 
veil as p o lit ic a lly . B ut th is  was 

undoubtedly due as much to  the 
treacherous class co llabo ra tion is t 
policies pursued by Thorez and 
Company w h ile  they were in the 
postw ar coa lition  governm ents, as 
to th e ir  la te r adventurism . T he ir 
im poten t adventures on ly served 
to make S ta lin is t treachery p la in  
to la rg e r masses o f w orkers. The 
calm could not, however, la s t very 
long in view  o f the un in te rrup ted  
decline o f liv in g  standards tha t 
resu lted fro m  the economic 
“ s ta b iliza tio n ”  measures. I t  was 
disrupted e n tire ly  by the recent 
devaluation o f the currencies.

In order to  ju s t i fy  its  existence 
at a ll, the re fo rm is t “ W orkers 
Force”  leadership had to do some-

COMINFORM ISSUES CALL 
FOR OVERTHROW OF TITO

(Cont. from  page 1)
is  th a t they have a ll been e ither 
ja ile d  o r executed. B u t the fa c t 

, rem ains th a t S ta lin  is in  d ire  need 
o f some p lausib le  Yugoslav fig u re ­
heads a t the head o f these alleged 
elements and up t i l l  now he hasn’t  
been able to find any! U n ­
questionably i t  w il l be p a r t o f 
the  C om in fo rm ’s job to m anu­
fa c tu re  both a “ na tive ”  Yugoslav 
m ovem ent and also to find suitable 
“ na tive ”  figureheads to  load it .

Even more em barrassing to the 
K re m lin  than its  in a b ility  to find 
Yugoslav puppets has been the 
spread o f T ito is t “ heresies,”  and 
d issident views in to  o ther S ta l­
in is t  pa rlies . The Com inform  
{lakes cognizance o f th is  develop­
m ent ve ry  cau tiously  and ob li-
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quely. I t  warns th a t to guard 
against “ the penetra tion o f hostile  
agents in to  the pa rty  m ilieu ”  is 
“ o f decisive im portance.”  I t  adds 
fo r good measure tha t these 
same “ hostile  agents”  are “ the 
b itte res t s p litte rs  in the ranks o f 
the w o rk ing  class and dem ocratic 
movements.”  I t  om its  to exp la in 
ju s t how “ fascists, spies and 
m urderers”  could possibly ga in a 
mass fo llo w in g  b ig  enough to 
cause serious sp lits  inside such 
movements.

The C om in fo rm ’s d irec tive  to 
S ta lin is t pa rties  everywhere to 
“ increase revo lu tio n a ry  Vigilance 
to  the u tm os t”  is, o f course, a 
signal fo r  s t i l l  b igge r and more 
ru th less purges. B u t i t  also means 
th a t the Y ugoslav experience is 
having broader and broader 
repercussions in one coun try  a fte r  
another. A n x ie ty  and fe a r o f 
m ounting  opposition, a la rm  lest 
the Yugoslav experience be re ­
peated in o ther countries —  these 
are c lea rly  d iscern ib le in the. 
C om inform  tex t.

TW O  FACTORS.
C a p ita lis t ‘jo u rn a lis ts  have gen­

e ra lly  tended to dism iss the new 
C om inform  decisions as un im ­
po rtan t. A f te r  a ll, the y  add no th­
ing new to the already e x is ting  
s itua tion . Th is is true  on ly  in a 
most general way. A c tu a lly , a t 
least tw o im p o rta n t fac to rs  have 
been introduced.

In  the f irs t place, the Comin- 
fo rin  has now issued what 
amounts to a fo rm a l declaration 
o f w ar upon Yugoslavia . These 
are not ju s t em pty words b lit 
orders issued by the K rem lin . 
Actions must o f necessity fo llow  
orders. Such actions, at leas! fo r  
‘ he next period, w ill take place 
under the banner and sanction 
o f the C om inform . The s trugg le  
is now pointed o ff ic ia lly  to the 
phase o f d irect o r in d ire c t physical 
assaults on Yugoslavia . W hat s t i l l  
rem ains unknown are on ly the 
fo rm  and tim in g  o f these assaults.

In  the second place, the Com in­
fo rm  declarations b r in g  im p o rta n t 
additiona l evidence th a t ,  the in ­
te rna tiona l c ris is  o f S ta lin ism  is 
un fo ld ing  w ith  su rp ris in g  speed 
and on a ra p id ly  expanding scale.

th in g  ahoul th is  d e te rio ra ting  
s itua tion  among the workers. A t ! 
firs t i t  b rought pressure upon 
the “ S oc ia lis t”  m in is ters in the 
successive a n ti-S ta lin is t coa lition 
cabinets. The “ Socia lis t”  m in- 
is lers, in tu rn , could not con- 
sequently agree fu lly  to the 
cap ita lis t s tab iliza tion  measures. 
When the French bourgeoisie 
started to  get tough w ith  the 
re fo rm is t m in isters, the Jouhaux 
trade union leadership decided 
upon dem onstra tive s tr ik e  action 
as its  on ly  way out.

The general s tr ik e  ca ll fo r  Nov. 
24 was thus issued o r ig in a lly  by 
the “ W orkers Force Federa tion .”  
The S ta lin is t C.GT, whose own 
s tr ik e  calls had been rece iv ing 
'ess and less response, was quick 
to jo in . The C atholic trade unions 
although th e ir  leadership opposed 
the general s tr ike , voted on s 
local scale nea rly  everywhere to 
pa rtic ip a te  w ith  the o ther unions. 
Thus, w h a t the S ta lin is ts , w ith  
a ll th e ir  m achinations have never 
been able to a tta in  in the postwar 
period, came in to  be ing: the f irs t 
genuine French general s tr ike  
action in 12 years.

The action its e lf  was m ere ly  a 
w a rn in g  o f th in gs  to  come, i f  a 
substantia l upw ard ad justm ent in 
wages is no t fo rthcom ing . The 
S ta lin is t CGT, a lthough reduced 
in size, s t i l l  appeared as the 
strongest trade un ion force. By 
com parison the re fo rm is t unions 
revealed re la tive  weakness. B ut 
the un iversa l response to the 
s tr ik e  ca ll showed the power o f 
united action sentim ent among 
the French workers.

I t  proves beyond doubt tha t 
ta lk  o f s tab iliza tion  in France in 
a social sense is a complete 
delusion. The class s trugg le , in 
F rance as elsewhere, can ne ither 
be slage-managed by S ta lin is ts  
nor conjured away bv the State 
Departm ent and its  “ labor sta tes­
men.”
IT A L IA N  D E V E LO P M E N T S

In  I ta ly  the la s t elections, in 
which the V a tican , w ith  the open 
backing o f W ashington, b rough t 
v ic to ry  to the C h ris tian  Demo­
cra ts o f De Gasperi, were also 
supposed to have been a decisive 
tu rn in g  po in t in  s tab iliz in g  social 
conditions. Here, too, undoubtedly 
the S ta lin is ts  have suffered a 
considerable declinb. B u t the 
needs o f the masses make 
s tab iliza tion  no less illu s o ry  here 
than in  France.

Land hunger has characterized 
the Ita lia n  peasantry fo r  decades. 
The fa l l  o f  M usso lin i in  1943 and 
the tu rb u le n t postw ar years w i t ­
nessed a w idespread movement fo r  
the seizure o f the landed estates 
by the im poverished peasants. 
This was curbed on ly by the class 
co llabo ra tion is t tac tics  o f the CP, 
to  whom the peasants n a tu ra lly  
looked fo r  leadership. The S tal- 
in 's t leader T o g lia tt i prom ised 

■ them instead a pa rlia m en ta ry , 
legal solu tion o f the problem .

The C atholic De Gasperi, who 
won tlie  las t elections, vied w ith  
T o g lia tt i in  prom ises to the 
peasantry. B u t as usual, pe r­
form ance lagged fa r  behind 
promises. The land seizure move­
ment again arose sporad ica lly. 
The S ta lin is ts , d iscred ited and 
th e ir  fo llo w in g  dejected by th e ir  
re fo rm is t tactics, could no t gain 
more than local leadership here 
and there  o f these peasant o u t­
bursts.

Last week however, the press 
reported tha t land seizures have 
once qgain taken on the aspect of 
a la rge  scale movement, p a r­
t ic u la r ly  in  S ic ily  and southern 
I ta ly .  F rom  isolated dispatches i t  
becomes clear th a t the leadership 
o f th is  vast movement has been 
taken, not so much by the S ta l­
in is ts , as by local C atholic priests, 
who find themselves in  constant 
co n flic t w ith  the Vatican h ie ra r­
chy. Here too, i t  is evident tha t 
the class s trugg le  supercedes the 
m achinations o f the b ig  powers.

Shown aboard the lie  de France ju s t before sa ilin g  fo r  England 
are three top A F L  leaders (1. to  r . ) ,  IL G W U  President David Du- 
b insky, A F L  S ecre tary-T reasurer George Meany and A F L  P res i­
dent. W illia m  Green. A t  the London conference to set up a new 
in te rn a tio n a l labor body, A F L  and C IO  leaders jo ined in  fo rc in g  
the European unions to  in v ite  the pries t-con tro lled  C atholic unions 
in to  the new organ ization.

Flint First to Com plete 
Quota in Fund Campaign

Kutcher R a llies  Support 
In  B u ffa lo , P itts b u rg h

BUFFALO, Nov. 28 —  S p e a k in g  in the Statler Hotel 
last Saturday night before well over 100 persons, ,w lio  com­
prised the largest civil rights audience of its type here in
B u ffa lo  fo r  m any years, James*>
K utche r completed the las t lap Louis L. Ja ffee , dean o f the !JB 
o f his na tion -w ide tou r. (L a w  School; Rabbi Joseph L.

The ga the ring , composed o f F in k ; D i i  Jacob L. H ym an o f the
Negro and w h ite  stee lworkers 
fro m  smoky Lackawanna, s tu ­
dents fro m  the U n iv e rs ity  o f B u f­
fa lo  campus, and noted labo r and 
libe ra l figu res  o f the c ity , round­
ly  applauded K u tch e r’s excellent 
speech f la y in g  the “ lo y a lty ”  p u rg ­
es and the p o litica l persecution 
which he has su ffe red a t the 
hands o f the Justice Departm ent. 
A  reso lu tion suppo rting  his f ig h t  
was unanim ously passed, and 
copies o f i t  were dispatched to 
P resident T rum an, the A tto rn e y  
General, the press and the na­
tion a l K u tcher Com m ittee.

The cha irm an o f the m eeting, 
B arton  Bean, member o f the U n i­
ve rs ity  o f B u ffa lo  teaching s ta ff  
and ou ts tand ing  local lib e ra l, said 
th a t he spoke in two capacities

A C L U ; R ichard L ip s itz , CIO a t­
to rney ; and Ted W ierzb ic , p res i­
dent o f the 4,000-member W est- 
inghouSe local union.

F o llo w in g  the m eeting several 
persons expressed the desire to 
jo in  the K u tcher Com m ittee in its  
continued ac tiv itie s  in  th is  area.

The fo llo w in g  day James 
K utcher b r ie fly  addressed a sm all 
bu t en thusiastic m eeting o f W est- 
inghouse Local 1581, IU E -C IO , 
where a spontaneous collection, 
started  by members in the rear 
o f the ha ll, b rough t in over $21. 
As K u tcher le ft  t'he ha ll the u n ­
ionists broke in to  applause, and 
there were cries o f “ A tta bo y , 
J im ," and “ Keep up the f ig h t ! ”

when he supported Kutehej-: as 
an in d iv idua l and as a member o f 
ihe  E rie  County C iv il L ibe rties  
Com m ittee, a branch o f the A m e r­
ican C iv il L ibe rties  Union.

Robert A . H o ffm an , cha irm an 
o f the E rie  County L ibe ra l P a rty , 
stated th a t the K u tche r case is 
“ p a rt and parcel o f a general hys­
te r ia  th a t is  sweeping the w o rld ,”  
and likened the “ lo y a lty ”  purges 
to  the a d m in is tra tion  o f the Es­
pionage A c t o f W orld  W a r I, un­
der which not German spies, bu t 
Socialists and labor leaders, were 
arrested.

Both A tto rn e y  Clarence M alo­
ney and T im  S m ith , president of

P ITT S B U R G H , Nov. 25 —  The 
cam paign on the K u tche r case in 
th is  steel center -was given a b ig  
l i f t  by J im m y  K u tch e r’s five -day 

i v is it  here. On Nov. 19 the CIO 
sponsored a press conference fo r  
the legless ve t and the w orkers 

j in  the local K u tcher C iv il R ights

Special Pamphlet Package for $1
For only $1, this special offer of nine pamphlets brings 

you the equivalent of a full-length book, 432 pages of Marx­
ist analysis of the most important problems facing the Amer­
ican workers today.
This offer, saving you 20% of the regular price, is good only 
until Dec. 15„ so take advantage of it without delay. Use 
coupon below.

A m erican S ta lin ism  and A n ti-S ta lin is m  (Cannon) 48 pp. $.15 
A m erican W orkers  Need A  Labor P a rty  (H ansen) 48 pp. .15 
Fascism —  How to  F ig h t I t  (T ro ts k y )  48 pp. .15
Negroes in  the Postw ar W orld  (P a rk e r)  16 pp. .05
Socialism  on T r ia l (Cannon) 112 pp. .35
The Com ing A m erican R evo lu tion .(C annon ) 32 pp. .10
The S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  —  W ha t I t  is,

W hat I t  Stands fo r  (H ansen) 32 pp. .10
The S trug g le  fo r  N egro E q u a lity

(Saunders &  P a rke r) 48 pp. .10
W orkers  and the Second W orld  W ar (Cannon)- 48 pp. .10

P i o n e e r  p u b l i s h e r s
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place 
New Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Enclosed fin d  $1 fo r  you r Special Pam phlet Package.

Nam e ............................................................ ..........................................

S tree t ...........................................................................

C ity  .!.......................................................... S tate ....

Zone

Bethlehem Steel Local 2603, U S A - 
CIO, stressed, as Negroes, the 
necessity to f ig h t unceasingly fo r  
c iv il libe rties , and M r. Maloney 
emphasized the fa c t th a t the A t ­
torney General had labeled the 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  and o th ­
er organ iza tions “ subversive”  
w ith o u t “ due process o f the law .”

W illia m  K it t ,  ha rd -w o rk ing  
secretary o f the B u ffa lo  K u tcher 
Com m ittee, pointed ou t the neces­
s ity  fo r  funds to c a rry  on the 
fig h t, and a collection o f over $80 
was taken.

TThe sponsoring com m ittee o f 
the m eeting comprised a score o f 
p rom inent B u ffa lon ians , among 
whom were a tto rn ey  David D ia ­
mond, who was active in  the de­
fense o f the B ell A ir c ra f t  s tr ik  ­
ers; Sub-Regional D irec to r E d­
w ard F. G ray o f the U A W ; D r.

which had been especially con­
vened to hear the v ic tim ized  SW P 
member te ll his s to ry . He was 
personally introduced to  each one 
o f the stewards and given assur­
ance o f th e ir  continued in te res t 
and support. T h is  local has beep 
among the fo rem ost backers o f 
the case in P ittsbu rgh .

Tuesday the P ittsb u rg h  chapter 
o f the A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  
Union held a luncheon fo r  K u t­
cher a t which he presented the is ­
sues in his case. The members 
present donated $25 tow ard  his 
f ig h t.  L a te r th a t a fte rnoon he 
spoke to a ga the ring  o f the W o­
m en’s In te rn a tio n a l League fo r  
Peace and Freedom. He concluded 
his a c tiv itie s  on Thursday by 
m aking  an appeal fo r  support to 
the executive board o f Local 601, 
U E -C IO .

By Reba Aubrey
Fund Campaign M anager

Only fo u r more weeks to go in 
the Socialist W orkers P a rty  cam ­
paign to raise a $12,000 P arty  
B u ild ing  Fund. Through Nov. 29 
p a rty  branches and friends have 
contribu ted $6,351 —  53% o f the 
national quota. The campaign 
na tiona lly  is d ragg ing  16% be­
hind schedule, which means a con­
certed e ffo r t  by everyone is 
required to fin ish (he cam paign 
IN  F U L L  A N D  ON T IM E  by- 
Dec. ,31.

F lin t  Branch w ent over the top 
by 102%. These comrades set a 
steady pace and completed th e ir  
quota w ith o u t being fagged. Com­
rade Genora w rite s : “ We cha l­
lenge the o ther branches to take 
the s p o tlig h t away from  us now 
—  we’ve had i t  long enough and 
we socia lists believe in  sharing 
and sharing  a lik e !”

New Haven s t i l l  holds second 
place w ith  80%.

St. P au l-M inneapolis came back 
from  s ix th  to  th ird  place on the 
scoreboard w ith  a $100 paym ent 
on th e ir  quota. “ We had a ve ry  
in sp ir in g  m eeting on Nov. 19,”  
reports  Grace Carlson, “ to honor 
the 21st A nn ive rsa ry  o f The M i l i ­
tan t. P a rt o f the $100 is the p ro fit 
o f the a f fa ir  th a t the T w in  C ities 
branches rea lized on th is  a f fa ir . ”

A paym ent o f $27 from  the St. 
Louis comrades held them  in  
fo u rth  place.

F o r three weeks Boston Branch 
has held f if th  place. “ We hope to 
w rap it  up w ith in  the next couple 
o f weeks,”  says Comrade Dennis.

Comrade Cathy, Fund D irec to r 
fo r  New Y o rk  Local, reports  
th a t New Y o rk , by strenuous e f­
fo rts , has pu t its e lf  a lm ost on 
schedule w ith  63%.

A  $91 paym ent c-ame in  from  
the Chicago comrades, to boost 
them  to 60%. “ The comrades are 
very confident,”  says Comrade 
Gus, " th a t  we sha ll be able to go 
over the top and on tim e, i f  not 
sooner. Our slogan here is, ‘Over 
the top before we stop.’ ”

Comrade A im eda sent in S50 
fo r  Cleveland, s ta tin g : “ We have 
some unem ploym ent in  the branch 
and fund collections are lagg ing . 
B u i. ‘where the re ’s a w ill,  there’s 
a w ay.’ ”

W ith  a $131 paym ent, D e tro it 
b ranch moved fro m  35% to  47%. 
“ This doesn’t  y,et b rin g  us up to 
schedule,”  w rite s  M. Baker, “ bu t 
a t present many o f our comrades 
are la id  o f f  and th is  has slowed 
down th e ir  paym ents.”  However, 
the D e tro it  comrades have assured 
us th a t unem ploym ent w i l l  not 
p revent them  fro m  fu lf i l l in g  
th e ir  quota by the cam paign dead­
line.

M. Tanner telegraphed $100 fo r  
Los A n g le s  to  assure its  reach­
ing  us in  tim e  fo r  th is  score- 
board.

Because o f insurm ountab le ob­
stacles —  widespread unem ploy­
ment and illness — Reading 
Branch could not take on the 
audit innal ob liga tion  o f fu lf i l l in g  
a quota in th is  cam paign. H ow ­
ever, a comrade could not see the 
cam paign go by w ith o u t con­
tr ib u tin g  every s ingle d o lla r th a t 
he could possibly spare. He sent 
in  $7 to  be credited to  the “ Gen­
e ra l”  quota.

M il ita n t  readers and frie n d s  o f 
the p a r ty  are c o n trib u tin g  th e ir

CHOICE GIFTS OFFERED AT 
ACEWR DEC. 9-10 BAZAAR

NEW YORK — Many beautiful things have been col­
lected by friends and members of the American Committee 
for European Workers Relief for their Fourth Annual
Bazaar to be held on Dec. 9 and *>■
10. E ve ry th in g  to  be sold a t th is  
Xm as Bazaar, which opens on F r i­
day, Dee. 9, at 6 P. M., has been 
donated and w il l  be sold at 
barga in prices.

F rom  the departm ent stores and 
the Madison Avenue shops, the 
Bazaar has received m any choice 
donations, inc lud ing  a navy blue 
ta ffe ta  ra incoa t th a t re ta ils  fo r  
$55, an e lectric toaster, leather, 
c igare tte  cases and bookends, a 
g re a t v a rie ty  o f men’s ties, a ll 
k inds and prices o f costume 
je w e lry , linge rie , ch ild ren ’s cordu­
roy overalls, toys, games, lam p­
shades and lamps, inc lud ing  a ta ll 
brass one, blouses, sweater, books, 
records, an e lectric  re fr ig e ra to r, 
b ric-a-brac, hats, a la rm  clocks, 
lady ’s w r is t  watch, F rench pe r­
fum es such as Chanel No. 5, W eil 
and S chiapare lli, linen tab le sets, 
handmade lea the r belts and 
je w e lry , im ported  chocolates, and 
m any o ther items.

The prices w il l  be so reasonable 
th a t everyone w il l  be able to  find 
som eth ing w ith in  the range o f his 
purse. Those C hristm as shopping 
fo r  ch ildren w il l  find m any in ­
te res ting  toys as w e ll as c h il­
dren ’s c lo th ing .

On Saturday a fternoon, a d inner 
w ill he served from  five o ’clock 
u n til e ig h t fo r  the convenience o f 
those w o rk in g  a t the counters and 
any shoppers who care to  stay 
on fo r  the auction Saturday 
evening. There is no admission 
charge to  the bazaar. A ll o f the 
proceeds o f th is  a f fa ir  w i l l  be 
used to send food, c lo th ing  and 
m edicine to  European fam ilies  
who fo u g h t aga inst fascism . In 
the las t year, the A C E W R  has 
received m any le tte rs  fro m  these 
m ilita n ts  describ ing the d i f ­
ficu lties they encounter in  th e ir  
d a 'lv  existence. The ch ie f s u ffe r­
in g  is caused by underm ined 
heaith —  the resu lt in  m ost cases 
o f im prisonm ent in  H it le r ’s con­
cen tra tion  camps. Some o f the 
people on the com m ittee ’s lis ts  
are ag ing  fa s t because o f th e ir  
lowered v ita l ity .  To them , the 
A C E W R  sends food packages as 
o ften as possible.

The continued existence o f the 
A C E W R  depends on the success 
o f the annual C hristm as bazaars. 
So everyone is urged to do his 
Xmas shopping ea rly  —  on Dec. 
9 and 10 a t 130 W est 23rd S t.

SCOREBOARD FOR SWP FUND
Branch
F lin t
New Haven
St. P au l-M inneapolis
St. Louis
Boston
New B r ita in
M organ tow n
New Y o rk
Chicago
B u ffa lo
San Francisco-O akland
Cleveland
Toledo
P ittsbu rgh
N ew ark
A llen to w n
Seattle
W orcester
D e tro it
Philadelph ia
Los Angeles
A kron
M ilw aukee
Youngstown
Lynn
General

T O T A L  through Nov. 29

Quota Paid Percent
S 200 S 204 102

2-5 20 80
900 672 75

75 54 72
200 140 70

30 21 70
25 17 08

3,000 1,881 63
400 242 60
500 292 58
800 465 58
250 142 57
75 43 57

150 80 53
350 179 51

50 25 50
200 100 50

40 19 48
1,100 513 47

600 230 38
1,500 475 32

100 25 25
250 57 23
400 5G 14
75 10 13

705 389 55

$12,000 $6,351 53

dollars and pennies to help fu lf i l l  
the quota assigned to  “ General.”  

M a ry  1.. sent in $75; S.S.G. o f 
Cam bridge, Mass., $2.70; M .K . o f 
N ewark, N . J., $2; R.L. o f B rook­
lyn , N . Y., $1; B. and E.C. o f 
B rooklyn , N . Y., $1; W.C.C., 
Canada, $2; I.L ., Hollyw ood,
$1.70; BS.S* Lynn, Maasl, $2; 
H.T., South Bend, Ind., $1.54; 
M rs. T .W ., M innesota, $.50 (second 
c o n trib u tio n ); A  Group in Green 
Point, B rooklyn , N . Y., $.92;
Anonym ous: Los Angeles, $5; F t. 
W ayne, Ind., $1.30; New Y ork

C ity . $1; Canton, Ohio, $.25; M il­
waukee, $.20.

L.B . and E.B. o f M ilwaukee, 
W is. sent in $5.70, s ta t in g : “ We 
d id n 't have tim e  to  see people fo r  
con tribu tions  because o f speed­
up hours. Please send more coin- 
cards fo r  fu tu re  use.”

A.C.D. o f Los Angeles exp la in ­
ed th a t he could send on ly  $1 
due to “ health , age, and c ircum ­
stances.”

Our h e a rtfe lt thanks to  these 
friends fo r  th e ir  con tribu tions  to 
the P a rty  B u ild in g  Fund.

’oxaS T"

"Peace in Greece" 
Body Hears Truth 

From SWP Speaker
D E T R O IT , Nov. 27 —  A  

p o o r l y  attended conference 
called by the M ich igan Coun­
cil fo r  Peace in. Greece was 
heid here today. The m eeting 
was sponsored by people com- 
non ly re fe rred  to as ‘ 'S ta lin is t-  
fron ts .”  However, a represen­
ta tive  o f the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  was given the flo o r 
du ring  discussion.

He expla ined th a t the p lig h t 
i f  Greece today was the resu lt 
i f  S ta lin  - Roosevelt - C hurch ill 
deals a t Y a lta  and Teheran, 
and th a t a solution fo r  the op­
pressed masses o f Greece could 
on ly be found by a complete 
break w ith  reliance on B rit is h , 
Am erican o r S ta lin is t policies. 
SWP lite ra tu re  was sold and a 
le a fle t on the Greek events 
was d is tribu ted .

Los Angeles
V IN C E N T  R. D U N N E  

W ill speak on:

“ Labor and Civil Rights’’
Chairm an

M Y R A  T A N N E R  W EISS 

Sunday Dec. 11 8 PM

S O UTH H A L L  E M B A S S Y  
A U D IT O R IU M  

517 W . 9th S treet

— Adm ission 25 Cents—

Cleveland in Lead 
In Sub Campaign 
With 267% of Goal

A to ta l o f 40 po in ts  put the 
Cleveland branch o f the Socia list 
W orkers  P a rty  a t 267% o f its  goal 

and gave i t  the lead 
th is  week in the na­
tio n a l subscrip tion 
cam paign fo r  The 
M i l i t a n t .  Cleve­
land ’s L ite ra tu re  
A gent, Bob K ings- 
le.y, w r ite s : “ In  
spite o f the bad 
w eather and K u t­
cher’s v is it  here, 
a ll o f which tended 
to cu t down on the 

to ta l num ber o f M il ita n t  sub­
scrip tions fo r  the m onth, the 
comrades are insp ired enough in  
w h a t l i t t le  we have accomplished 
to w an t to continue th is  necessary 
a c tiv ity  o f pushing our best o r­
ganizer, The M il ita n t . ”

Boston shot up fro m  s ix th  place 
la s t week to  second w ith  a score 
o f 240%. In  addition to sub­
g e ttin g , L ite ra tu re  A ge n t Rena 
Breshi reports  continued sales o f 
in d iv idu a l copies. “ J o s e p h i n e  
Joyce is our champion sales g ir l.  
She sold 15 copies tw o weeks ago 
and 11 copies la s t week.”

St. Paul managed to keep its  
na rrow  lead over M inneapolis 
las t week b u t had to  h it  the 200% 
m ark to do it .  Some go ing ! And 
take a look a t the po in ts  M in ­
neapolis has ro lled  up, —  144, 
the h ighest in  the coun try , to p ­
p ing  even Los Angeles.

The energetic Seattle comrades 
h it  200% th is  week. T h a t’s a 
rem arkab le score in v iew  o f the 
fa c t th a t Seattle had ju s t com­
pleted a local sub cam paign when 
the na tiona l cam paign opened. 
“ Seattle is d r iv in g  in to  another 
lite ra tu re  se lling  cam paign,”  re ­
ports L ite ra tu re  A gen t M arianne 
Stanley. “ We are p lann ing  to sell 
at a ll conceivable uneetings, 
unions and on the campus in  con­
nection w ith  the to u r o f V incen t 
R. Dunne.”

W ith  a score o f 180%, the 
M ilwaukee comrades are w ith in  
s tr ik in g  distance o f the 200% 
m ark also. “ The M ilw aukee M il i ­
ta n t Task Force has been c ru is ing  
ahead a t a steady ra te ,”  w rite s  
L ite ra tu re  A gen t Fred M a rtin . 
“ Comrades S h irley  and F ra n k  are 
leading w ith  nine po in ts  each. 
Betsy and J im  are steam ing close 
behind w ith  s ix  po in ts  each.”  
F red reports , “ We go t good 
resu lts fro m  such p re fe rred  p ro ­
spects as fo rm e r election pe titio n  
s igners; lis ts  o f union members 
in newspapers and fro m  appro­
p ria te  ‘Le tte rs  to the E d ito r ’ 
w r ite rs .”

Besides th e ir  exce llent record 
in sub -ge tting  w h ich has won 
them  a score to  date o f 128%, the 
P ittsbu rgh  comrades have -made 
progress on the U n iv e rs ity  
campus. Recently $5 w o rth  o f 
pam phlets were sold there , the 
best se ller be ing Socialism  on 
T r ia l.  In  add ition  to  the pam ph­

le ts, fo u r  copies o f F ou rth  In ­
te rna tiona l, the m on th ly  m aga­
zine o f Am erican T ro tsky ism , 
were sold.

New B rita in  jum ped fro m  the 
zero column to 100% th is  week. 
L ite ra tu re  A gen t D o ltie  Saunders 
says th a t tw o  o f the new sub­
scribers have a lm ost 60 years 
s e n io r ity  between them  a t an 
auto p lan t. “ They were m ore than 
glad to subscribe to a newspaper 
th a t figh ts  fo r  the w o rk in g  m an.”  
A no ther old subscriber took ou t 
a sub fo r  a shopmate “ as a 
C hristm as g i f t  to  show h im  how 
to re a lly  ge t ‘peace on earth and 
good w il l  to men’.”

San Francisco too made a b ig  
spu rt, ju m p in g  fro m  31% to 
94%. They found neighborhood 
v is itin g  ra th e r slow a t the f irs t 
area selected bu t on a second t ry  
in ■ a d iffe re n t place netted en­
courag ing resu lts . Advance d is tr i­
butions help, w rite s  L ite ra tu re  
A gen t D. Woods. “ They make i t  
easier fo r  the sub -ge tte r to  ap­
proach the prospective subscriber. 
He im m ed ia te ly  knows who we 
are and has had a chance to  read 
the paper and judge i t . ”

The F lin t comrades continue to 
ro ll a long r ig h t  on schedule. A l ­
though a p la n t shutdown Has 
created obstacles, “ we expect to 
go over the top  a ll r ig h t , ”  reports  
L ite ra tu re  A g e n t D. Seymour.

The Los Angeles comrades, ac­
cord ing to  A1 Lynn, are find ing  
the best resu lts among contacts 
and fo rm e r readers o f the paper 
who fo r  one reason o r o the r 
fa ile d  to  renew. “ The sub drive  
has given a ve ry  desirable 
im petus to  con tacting .”

A lthough A kron  g o t o f f  to a 
slow, s ta rt, L ite ra tu re  A gen t 
Doris H ilson w rite s  th a t “ we 
should a tta in  our goal by the 
end o f the m onth .”

Since m ost o f the branches 
cannot get th e ir  subs in to us in  
tim e  fo r  the deadline o f th is  issue, 
we w ill run  the fina l scoreboard 
in the cam paign next week.

Branch Goal Points %
Cleveland 15 40 267
Boston 15 36 240
New Haven 15 32 213
St. Paul 35 70 200
Seal tie 15 30 200
M inneapolis 75 144 192
M ilwaukee 26 45 180
P ittsbu rgh 25 32 128
Chicago 60 76 127
New B rita in i 10 10 100
Toledo 25 25 100
San Francisco 35 3.3 94
F lin t 50 45 90
A llen tow n 10 8 80
St. Louis 10 7 70
W orcester 20 12 60
Los Angeles 250 114 46
A kron 25 10 40
P hiladelph ia 75 30 40
D e tro it 50 15 30
N ew ark 50 13 26
M organtow n 10 1 10
Youngstown 20 2 10
Oakland 30 2 7
B u ffa lo 100 5 5
General 16

T o ta l 1,050 853 81%

Com m ittee tendered him  a w e l­
com ing reception in the evening.

M onday m orn ing  K u tcher ap­
peared before two student groups 
a t the Pennsylvania State College 
fo r  Women. T h a t a fte rnoon he 
made a broadcast over S tation 
W LO A , discussing his case w ith  
Robert K irkw ood , business agent 
o f U E  Local G10 (independent). 
A t  4 P.M. K u tche r ta lked to the 
en tire  steward body o f Local 610
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TROTSKY

“ M a rx  ta u g h t th a t no social system departs fro m  the arena 
o f h is to ry  before exhausting  its  c rea tive  po ten tia litie s . The 
Com m unist M an ifesto  excoriates cap ita lism  fo r  re ta rd in g  the 
development o f the productive forces. D u rin g  th a t period, how­
ever, as w ell as in the fo llo w in g  decades, th is  re ta rd a tio n  was 
on ly  re la tive  in nature. . . O n ly in  the last tw e n ty  years, despite 
the m ost modern conquests o f science and technology, has the 
epoch begun o f ou t-and-out stagnation  and even decline o f w o rld  
economy. M ankind is beg inn ing to expend its  accumulated cap i­
ta l, w h ile  the next w a r threatens to destroy the ve ry  founda­
tions o f c iv iliz a tio n  fo r  many, years to come.”
— L. T ro tsky , N in e ty  Years o f the Com m unist M anifesto, 1938

LENIN

1 he provision for admitting the Chris­
tian (Roman Catholic) unions into the 
new “ non-Communist”  world trade un­
ion organization being set up in London 
is sufficient to indicate the kind of “ free 
unionism’’ the CIO and AFL leaders are 
sponsoring in competition with the Stal­
inist-dominated World Federation of 
Trade Unions.

Wherever these so-called Christian un­
ions have operated they are regarded by 
the bulk of workers as company unions. 
They are not free organizations in any 
sense of the term, being adjuncts, of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy in its struggle 
to destroy independent unionism and im­
pose the authority and program of the 
Vatican on labor. Even in overwhelming­
ly Cathplic countries like Italy, these 
priest-ridden unions have been largely 
scorned and rejected by the workers.

A t the so-called Free World Labor Con­
ference where the new world body is be­
ing established, the admission of the Ro­
man Catholic unions was opposed by the 
delegations of the European unions led 
by Social Democrats. They correctly 
pointed out the Catholic unions are part 
of a Catholic International, directed from 
Rome, which aims to bring all labor un­
der the authoritarian rule of the Vatican.

I t  was the delegates of the American 
CIO and AFL — with such non-Catholics 
as Walter Reuther and David Dubinsky 
putting the heat on the Socialist unions 
— who forced acceptance of a proposal to 
admit the Catholic unions on condition 
that they disaffiliate from their own In­
ternational “ within two years.”

The action of Dubinsky and Reuther in 
opposing their own political co-thinkers 
and supporting the admission of Catholic 
unions was not dictated by any considera­
tions of principle, least of all independent 
trade unionism. They acted to carry out 
a line laid down by the U. S. State De­
partment.

American imperialism has used two 
props in Europe, the reformist Social 
Democratic organizations and the Roman 
Catholic political organizations. A t first, 
the American overlords leaned more 
heavily on the Social Democrats. Now, 
the Wall Street-Washington Axis is u til­
izing the Catholic forces against the So­
cial Democrats and as the political base 
for the most reactionary type of capital­
ist rule in West Europe.

So completely are the CIO and AFL 
leaders the creatures of the State Depart­
ment that they have complied even in this 
ultra-reactionary policy. I t  is clear evi­
dence of how far to the right they have 
moved and how willing they are to sacri­
fice the needs of the European workers 
to the “ cold war”  maneuvers of Wash­
ington.

First the State Department used the 
Social Democrats to split and divide the 
Stalinist-led unions. Now it  uses the 
Catholic unions against the Social-Demo­
crats. Tomorrow American imperialism 
will try  to crush them all under military 
dictatorship. That is the kind of “ free 
unionism”  for which the policies of the 
American union leaders are paving the 
way.

They W ill Rearm Germany
Louis Johnson, Secretary of Defense, 

and Gen. Omar Bradley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, both issued public 
assurances in the city of Frankfort to 
the effect that there is “ no intention” to 
rearm Germany.

Both cited Truman as authorizing this 
“ fla t denial.”  Secretary Johnson hypo­
critically implied that this question was 
therefore settled once and for all “ with 
no hedging, no dodging.”  Gen. Bradley 
thought it  better to qualify his'denial 
with the conjecture that the situation 
might change', “ who can tell what the 
situation will be in a thousand years?”

The N. Y. Times editorially pretends 
to take these diplomatic assurances at 
their face value and assumes that they 
w ill suffice to “ reassure those in the 
West who continue to fear Germany as 
much and possibly more than Soviet Rus­
sia.”  Of course, add the editors, hastily, 
this doesn’t  mean that “ the issue is clos­
ed for all eternity.”

Many leading British publications were 
franker; they pointed out editorially that 
it  was impossible to keep Germany dis­
armed “ forever.”

What do these denials mean in the face 
pf the North Atlantic pact, the foreign 
arms aid, and Washington’s drive to turn 
Western Europe into a huge military 
stronghold? They mean as little  as the

original denials that the Marshall “ aid”  
plan was a prelude to the arms pact.

The arming of Germany is the un­
avoidable supplement to the rearmament 
of Western Europe. I t  must follow not 
after a “ thousand years” nor in the 
course of eternity, but when the firs t fa­
vorable opportunity presents itself or is 
deliberately manufactured.

Denials are now in order because this 
is indeed a very big pill for the people to 
swallow, not only in Europe but in this 
country as well. For one thing, it  will 
bring the danger of war so much closer 
home. I t  will not be easy to peddle the 
rearmament of Germany as a measure 
to “ defend the peace.”

Denials are now in order because of 
the concessions and new powers already 
granted to the Bonn regime and the in­
dustrialists who backed Hitler. The eco­
nomic basis for the revival of German 
military power, independently of when 
Washington openly sponsors it, is already 
being laid. This alone is stirring discon­
tent and alarm in Europe. Hence the 
cynical denials which should fool nobody.

The Kremlin, for its part, is accusing 
Washington of its intent to tfcrn the Ger­
man masses into cannon fodddr. The 
Stalinist scoundrels omit to add that they 
are playing exactly the same game.
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Future of the Socialist Party
By George Breitman

The Socia list P a rty  leader­
sh ip ’s proposal tha t the pa rty  
discontinue its  independent elec­
to ra l a c tiv ity  was long overdue. 
If w ill m erely confirm  in a fo rm a l 
sense what had already become 
a fac t several years ago— namely, 
tha t the SP no longer plays any 
kind o f independent, le t alone 
socialist, ro le in Am erican po litics.

The new pftlicy, p re pa ring  the 
way fo r  the SP’s submergence 
in to  the swamp o f ca p ita lis t 
po litics  by w ay o f the A D A , PAC, 
L E P L  and L ibe ra l P a rty , was 
made inevitab le  by the Thomas 
leadership’s support o f the last 
w ar and its  prom ise to support 
the next one, by its  avowed sup­
po rt o f the M arsha ll P lan 'and  its  
shamefaced support o f the A t ­
la n tic  Pact —  the ch ie f m ilestones 
in .its development since i t  ex­
pelled the T ro tsky is ts  in  1937.

As N orm an Thomas and Co. 
now recognize, the same policies 
can be prom oted ju s t as e ffec­
t iv e ly  and fa r  more economically 
w ith in  the camp o f cap ita lis t 
po litics . W hat is the use in  having 
SP candidates run aga inst F a ir  
Deal Dem ocrats when on essential 
issues they have no d ifferences 
— especially when doing so 
hampers the careeris t elements in 
the SP who are look ing  fo r  soft 
berths w ith  the trade union 
bureaucrats and the U. S. State 
D epartm ent?

T H E IR  PROGRAM  STO LEN
From  the v iew po in t o f the SP 

leadership the proposal is  log ica l 
and consistent in  every respect. 
They have been com pla in ing fo r  
qu ite some tim e  th a t the ca p ita l­
is t pa rties  have “ stolen the 
socia list p rogram ,”  by which 
they mean, the re fo rm  measures 
on social security , housing, etc.,' 
incorporated in  the F a ir  Deal 
p la tfo rm .

I f  a ll the “ socia list p rog ram ”  
amounts to is such re fo rm  meas­
ures —  and th a t re a lly  is a ll i t  
means to the Norm an Thomases 
— then obviously there can be 
no va lid  reason fo r  the SP not to 
go in to  the cap ita lis t pa rties tha t 
already have th e ir  program , t r y  
to .clean them up a l i t t le  and take 
them over, etc. T h is  ve ry  per­
spective is h in ted a t in the  SP 
m a jo r ity  reso lu tion  (rep rin te d  in 
la s t week’s M il ita n t ) ,  which 
speaks o f “ the basic conversion 
o f one o f the m a jo r pa rtie s ”  to 
a socia list p rogram  as “ con­
ceivable.”

The new po licy is also designed 
to prom ote the un ifica tion  o f the 
SP w ith  the Social Dem ocratic 
Federation, a proposition on 
w h ich both groups are vo tin g  by 
referendum  th is  m onth. The SDF 
has never made any bones about 
its  s u p p o r t  o f cap ita lis t 
po litic ian s ; in  fa c t, one o f the 
main reasons w hy i t  s p lit  from

the SP in 1936 was its  de term ina­
tion  io  support Roosevelt.

D eclin ing  s tead ily  in  m em ber­
ship and in fluence, the SP has 
been f ry in g  desperately fo r  some 
years to  e ffec t a m erger. The 
ch ie f obstacle has been the S D F ’s 
coolness because the SP m a in ­
tained its  48-year old tra d itio n  o f 
runn ing  its  own candidates. The 
new, proposal w i l l  tend to in ­
crease the chances fo r  an a f ­
firm a tive  decision in  the SDF 
referendum .

NEC  .M IN O R ITY
Five o f the l'S members o f the 

SP N a tion a l Execu tive  C om m it­
tee voted aga inst the m a jo r ity  
proposal and fo r  the continuation  
o f the ex is ting  po licy. B u t the 
m in o rity  lacks the p o lit ic a l a rg u ­
ments as 'w ell as the in fluence to 
c a rry  th e ir  position  a t the con­
vention. T h e ir own reso lu tion 
m ild ly  po in ts ou t th a t socialists 
who go in to  the Dem ocratic P a rty  
“ w i l l  g ive up th e ir  own socialism  
ra the r than  convert o thers”  and 
th a t e ffo r ts  to w in  control. 6 f the 
Dem ocratic machine and use i t  as 
a vehicle o f social change are 
bound to  end in  fa ilu re .

But the ove r-a ll e ffec t o f th e ir  
argum ents is  necessarily feeble 
because they e ith e r share o r do 

-not combat the pro - cap ita lis t 
policies (on war, the A tla n tic  
Pact, etc.) which are the theore­
tica l foundation fo r  the m a jo r ity ’s 
e lectora l proposal. How can they 
argue successfully against a con­
clusion th a t is  fu l ly  consistent 
w ith  premises they are w illin g  to 
accept ? F urtherm ore, the m ino­
r i ty  NEC  members are themselves 
advocates o f u n ity  w ith  the  SDF, 
which as everyone knows is 
possible on ly  on the S D F ’s 
terms.

To f ig h t e ffe c tive ly  in the SP 
aga inst the new proposal requires 
a fundam enta l re  - eva luation o f 
and s trugg le  aga inst the ove r-a il 
p o litica l prem ises o f the leader­
ship. There is no doubt th a t in ­
d iv iduals and groups in the SP, 
and especially in  the Y P S L, w i l l  
undertake such a fig h t because 
they re a lly  w a n t a socia list p a rty  
in  fa c t as w e ll as in  name. In  the 
course o f th is  f ig h t, they w il l  be 
compelled to consider the ques­
tion  o f program , w h ich is a t the 
bottom  o f the liq u id a tio n is t move 
o f the Thomas leadership.

P A R A L L E L  M O V E
W hether or no t the name o f the 

Socia list P a rty  is reta ined a fte r  
the m erger w ith  the SDF, i t  is  
clear th a t the o rgan iza tion  is in 
the process o f assum ing a new 
role on the p o lit ic a l scene. The 
new po licy s ignifies the tra n s ­
fo rm a tion  o f the SP in to  a 
propaganda and educational group 
and its  renunciation o f the ro le  
o f a p a rty , th a t is, o f a d is tinc tive  
po litica l o rgan iza tion  com peting 
w ith  a ll o ther po litica l organiza-

tions on every possible fie ld fo r  
the support o f the masses.

In  th is  respect, the SP proposal 
para lle ls  “ the most s tr ik in g  deci­
sion”  o f th is  yea r’s convention o f 
the S hachtm an ites ,. which eon- 

■ sisted o f chang ing th e ir  name 
fro m  W orkers  P a rty  to Inde­
pendent Socia list League. The 
Shachtm anites did no t propose, 
as the SP leaders do, to become 
the le f t  w ing  o f the 'Democratic 
P a rty ; they assigned themselves 
the role o f “ loya l socia lis t w in g ”  
o f a fu tu re  Labor P a rty  whose 
fo rm a tio n  they regard  as “ the 
supreme task o f the tim es”  and 
which they expect w i l l  be led by 
the present la bo r bureaucracy. 
Nevertheless, ju s t as much as the 
SP leadership today, the  IS L  
renounced the idea o f the in ­
dependent re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty .

In  (act, (he Shachtm anites not 
on ly voted to “ re linqu ish  a ll cla im  
to being a p o litica l p a r ty  in  the 
true  sense o f the te rm ,”  but, 
swept aw ay by th e ir  own en­
thusiasm  over the belated b u ria | 
o f the W orkers P a rty , they bel­
lig e re n tly  demanded th a t a ll 
o ther o rgan iza tions such as the 
SW P and the SP do the same. 
T h e ir a rgum ent on th is  score is 
w o rth  repea ting  as an example 
o f unrestra ined p e tty  bourgeois 
fa n ta s y :

“ To continue to  pre tend th a t 
they are pa rties  is no t on ly  to 
deceive themselves bu t to stand 
in the w ay o f the fo rm a tio n  o f 

;the rea l p a rty  o f the A m erican 
w orkers [a  Labor P a r ty ]  and to 
impede the progress o f the ideas 
o f socialism  in such a p a rty .”  In  
o ther words, the re fusa l o f the 
SWP to change its  name o r con­
cept o f its  ro le  is  im ped ing the 
fo rm a tio n  o f a Labor P a rty , 
w h ile  the Shachtm anites, by, 
changing th e ir  name and abandon­
ing the tra d itio n a l M a rx is t con­
cept o f the p a rty , are co n trib u t­
in g  in  some m ysterious fash ion 
to the b u ild in g  o f a Labor P a rty !

The new Shachtm anite position 
on the ro le  o f the revo lu tiona ry  
p a r ty  is more than  ludicrous, how ­
ever; i t  is also reactionary. L ike  
the SP leadership, they gauge 
the question m ere ly by  the 
c rite rio n  o f size. Thus they denied 
th a t the SP was a p a rty  in  1949 
w h ile  a d m ittin g  th a t i t  used to  be 
one. Even w ith  th is  gauge, they 
are care fu l no t to ge t too specific 
• to indicate, fo r  example, ju s t 
how b ig  o r in flu e n tia l an organ­
iza tion  m ust be before i t  can 
q u a lify  fo r  the ro le  o f p a rty , or,, 
fo r  another example, precise ly 
when, according to th e ir  estim ate, 
the SP crossed over the d iv id in g  
line  fro m  p a r ty  to  “ socia lis t 
sect.”

“ P A R T Y ”  A N D  “ M ASS P A R T Y ”
But a p a rty  and a mass p a rty  

are not the same th in g  and no 
one ever “ pretended”  th a t they 
were u n til the Shachtm anites

A  Factual Account of 
Japan Under U.S. Rule

By Charles Hanley
T. A . Bisson, a specia list on 

Japanese questions, is not a 
revo lu tion is t. However, his recent 
■book “ Prospects fo r  Democracy 
in Japan”  (M acm illan  Co., New 
Y ork , 1949), dealing w ith  the 
evo lu tion o f th a t coun try  under 
Am erican occupation, confirm s 
what we T ro tsky is ts  have said 
about the effects o f im p e ria lis t 
policy a fte r  W orld  W ar I I .

The procla im ed aim s o f A m e r­
ican im peria lism  a fte r  Japan’s 
surrender in  A ug us t 1945, were 
the destruction o f the b ig  fa m ily -  
trus ts  ( “ Za ibatsu” ), o f the ex­
trem e concentrations o f cap ita l 
and power, o f the m ilita ry , p o li­
tica l and economic machine which 
had been the m ost dangerous 
com petito r o f A m erican im p e ria l­
ism in  Asia. And, on the o ther 
hand, the conservation o f the 
m onarchy and support o f the 
tra d itio n a l p illa rs  o f Japanese 
cap ita lism , in  order to prevent 
the social revo lu tion .

G O V E R N M E N T  TAC TIC S

The Japanese bourgeoisie (and 
'the state bureaucracy) faced an 
im pressive popu la r upsurge which 
developed ve ry  qu ick ly , surpassing 
a ll expectations —- a fte r  m any 
years o f autocracy, m ilita r is m  
and though t - con tro l. Needing 
Am erican p ro tection  aga inst the 
masses, they were ready to 
h u m ilia te  themselves, to pay lip -  
service to “ democracy,”  to  sacri­
fice th e ir  m il ita ry  leaders, to 
make a ll sorts  o f p a in fu l con­
cessions to the conquerors. They 
had to buy tim e, to safeguard 
th e ir  basic positions and the 
p o ss ib ility  o f a subsequent 
recovery.

The pa rtic ip a tio n  o f Em peror 
H irc h ito  in  the Japanese policy 
o f aggression and p illage  before 
and du rin g  W orld  W ar I I  was 
beyond doubt. Y e t H iro h ito  re ­
mained on his throne by grace o f 
General M a c A rth u r —  w h ile  some

o f his fo rm er generals were being 
hanged by his new Am erican 
fr ic iids .

“ Purges’”  had to be carried  out, 
the cons titu tion  was “ dem ocra tiz­
ed”  in  1946; b u t the b ig  ca p ita l­
is ts and landowners and the old 
s tate bureaucracy rem ained in 
command. The Zaibatsu did no t 
d isappear; they w ent “ under­
ground”  and continued to  deter­
m ine the po licy o f the bourgeois 
parties.

C A P IT A L IS T S  G E T B O LD E R
B u t there was a fo rce  r is in g  

against the tru s ts  and the land­
lords. In  1947, when the economic 
s itua tion  deterio rated under a 
governm ent which did no th ing  to  
stop the in fla t io n a ry  sp ira lin g  o f 
prices, the Japanese unions w'ere 
strengthened by a mass in flu x , 
g ro w in g  to  a m em bership o f five 
m illio n . The F arm ers ’ U n ion  
reached one m illio n . The Com­
m unist P a rty  also g rew  in  num ­
bers and in fluence. Im p o rta n t 
s tr ike  movements developed. The 
Japanese bourgeoisie b e c a m e  
frigh tened . So did the Am erican 
occupation au thorities .

The s trikes  were p a rtly  defeated 
because o f adventurous S ta lin is t 
tactics. The ru lin g  class gained 
new courage and abolished the 
libe ra l election law  o f 1946 so 
th a t the conservative parties 
would fin d  i t  easier to  keep con­
tro l o f the governm ent w ith o u t 
the aid o f the Social Dem ocratic 
leaders who had collaborated w ith  
them up to  th a t po in t.

In  1948, the financia l s itua tion  
o f the sta te im proved s lig h tly . 
B ankrup tcy  was averted thanks 
to a tax-co llection  e f fo r t  aided a ll 
over the coun try  by A m erican 
troops. When the underpaid gov­
ernm ent w orkers w ent on s tr ike  
fo r  decent wages, the govern­
m ent imposed a s tr ik e  ban on a ll 
governm ent employees, fo llo w ­
in g  “ advice”  by  M a c A rth u r ’s 
headquarters. M a c A rth u r openly 
engaged in  the an ti - red drive,

co llabora ting  w ith  the  Japanese 
bourgeoisie, and seeking —  not 
too successfully —  to trans fo rm  
Japan in to  the an ti-com m unist 
b u lw a rk  o f A s ia  (a po licy  which 
has been considerably in tensified 
since the collapse o f na tion a lis t 
China).

“ R E FO R M ”  E R A  END S
A  consistent an ti - red po licy 

being im possible w ith o u t g iv ing  
firm e r support to Japanese 
cap ita lism , the 1945 po licy o f 
destroy ing  the Zaibatsu was ren­
dered obsolete. The era o f t im id  
re form s was closed. In  1948, the 
U. S. “ Drapfer M ission”  recom­
mended a new p o licy  w h ich has 
in practice  been adopted by M ac­
A r th u r  and the S tate D epa rt­
ment. I t  provides fo r  the 
s treng then ing  o f Japanese capi­
ta lism  and o f the  conservative 
state bureaucracy; the Japanese 
tru s ts  are no t to be abolished, 
bu t s im p ly  in tegra ted  in  the 
economic system o f Am erican 
im peria lism . In  1945, W a ll S tree t 
wanted to crush Japanese com­
p e tit io n ; in 1949 i t  finds its e lf  
obliged, to accept Japanese ca p ita l­
ism  as an im p o rta n t ju n io r 
pa rtner. T h is  evo lu tion is funda­
m en ta lly  the same (and fo r  much 
the same reasons) as in  G er­
many.

In  th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  a be tte r 
standard o f l iv in g  and fo r  a free  
labor movement, against the police 
state o f th e ir  Zaibatsu exp lo ite rs 
and the semi - feuda l landlords, 
the Japanese w orkers and peasants 
cannot, be successful w h ile  the 
occupation troops rem ain in  th e ir  
country . Occupation spells active 
A m erican support fo r  the Japa­
nese reactionaries aga inst labor 
and the peasantry.

Bisson does not ask fo r  the 
w ith d ra w a l o f A m erican troopB 
from  Japan —  at least n o t in  
h is hook. B u t there can be no 
o ther log ica l conclusion from  his 
analysis o f developments in  post­
w ar Japan.

de libera te ly  set ou t to . confuse 
the two as a cover fo r  renouncing 
some more o f (h e ir past ideas 
and fo r  ju s t ify in g  th e ir  “ ncu tra - 
l i ( y ”  in  (he s tru g g le  between the 
revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is t SW P and 
the re fo rm is t Social Democracy.

A p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion  can 
p rope rly  be called a p a rty , even 
i f  i t  docs no t have a mass fo llo w ­
ing, when i t  has a d is tin c tive  
po litica l ro le  to fu lf i l l ,  a d is tin c ­
tive  p o lit ic a l banner to u n fu r l;  
when i t  acts, o r  tr ie s  to  act, not 
m ere ly as the w in g  o f another 
movement but as a challenger to 
a ll o ther movements fo r  the lead­
ership o f the masses. The question 
o f size is re leva n t w ith  regard 
to a mass p a rty , b u t the decisive 
th in g  about a p a rty  is the ques­
tion  o f p rogram , o f the d irection  
in w h ich i t  is  t r y in g  to  move —  
and o f course the a c tiv itie s  i t  
engages in  to  achieve its  goal.

T ills  is  not m ere ly a m a tte r o f 
te rm in o lo gy ; i t  involves a funda­
m enta l concept. The h is to ry  o f 
the last ha lf-ce n tu ry  has tau gh t 
us, a t a te rr ib le  expense, tha t 
socialism  is im possible w ith ou t 
an independent vanguard p a rty  in  
the leadership o f the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  masses. T h is  precious 
concept has now been th row n  
overboard by the Shachtm anites 
in th e ir e f fo r t  to  find a shortcu t 
tha t w i l l  compensate fo r  th e ir 
steady loss o f membership w h ile  
t ry in g  to  bu ild  a pa rty .

F o r them  the “ supreme ta sk ”  
is the fo rm a tio n  o f a La bo r P a rty  
w h ich they are ce rta in  w i l l  be re ­
fo rm is t in  character and led by the 
labor lieutenan ts o f cap ita lism , 
and in which they w i l l  operate as

a le f t  w ing . W ith  such a pe r­
spective i t  is p e rfe c tly  n a tu ra l 
th a t they should abandon the 
whole theory  o f the  independent 
p a rty  as “ secta rian”  and “ s te r ile ”  
nonsense, ju s t  as i t  is  n a tu ra l 
th a t the perspective o f the SP 
leaders should persuade them  to 
abandon the practice  o f inde­
pendent e lectora l a c tiv ity .

A P O S IT IV E  S ID E
The defection o f these tw o  o r­

ganizations —  one in to  the  camp 
o f c a p ita lis t po litics , the o ther 
in to , the- no-m an’s land between 
M arx ism  and re fo rm ism  —  has a 
positive side. F o r  one th in g , i t  
serves to c lear the  w a y  fo r  the 
au then tic  re vo lu tio n a ry  p a rty , the 
SW P, w h ich  s t i l l  lacks a mass 
fo llo w in g  b u t guarantees th a t i t  
w i l l  overcome th is  lack by  its  
tenacious adherence to M arx ism , 
its  tested a b il i ty  to  res is t hostile  
class pressure, its  h is to r ic a lly - 
jus tified  conception o f its  own 
ro le  and its  confidence in  its
a b ility  to  c a rry  i t  out.

By dem onstra ting  th a t the
Shachtm anites have no g rea te r 
aim than  serv ing as the le f t  w ing  
o f a re fo rm is t labor pa rty , the 
IS L  convention decision has a l­
ready helped to  clear up the
question th a t bothered m any 
w orkers —  w hich is the  T ro t­
sky is t p a rty , the SW P o r the
Shachtm anites? S im ila r ly , the SP 
proposal to  enter the ca p ita lis t 
pa rties and suppo rt c a p ita lis t 
candidates w il l  c la r ify  the ques­
tion  —  w h ich is the rea l soc ia lis t 
pa rty , the SW P or the SP? And 
c la r ity  is always a good th in g .

ITALY CP LEADERS FEAR 
GROWTH OF DISSIDENTS

ROME — For the last few months the Italian Com­
munist Party has been in the throes of a crisis precipitated 
by the bankruptcy of the policies imposed by the leadership
—  a m jx tu re  o f opportun ism  and 5 
adventurism  —  and by the reper­
cussions o f the Y ugoslav events.

Am ong the la te s t m an ifes ta ­
tions o f th is  cris is  tw o m ay be 
singled out as especially note­
w o rth y  :

1. There has been a s p lit  v i r ­
tu a lly  from  (op to bottom  in the 
T e rn i federa tion  o f the Ita lia n  
CP. T h is  federation, located some 
100 kilom eters no rth  o f Rome, 
comprises one o f the p rinc ipa l 
in d u s tria l reg ions o f I ta ly .

Am ong those who have broken 
w ith  the CP are : Communardo 
M ore lli, fo rm e r m ayo r o f the c ity  
o f T e rn i who resigned fro m  his 
post upon leav ing  the p a r ty ;  
A lfredo  F ilippone , secre tary o f 
the p ro v in c ia l o rgan iza tion  o f 
the pa rtisans; Cesare M asserin i, 
Ipader o f the trade union com­
m ission o f the ch ie f steel m il l in  
the area, and o ther prom inen t 
m ilita n ts . A n im p o rta n t section 
o f the ran k  and file  who form ed 
the w o rkers ’ core fo r  the OP here 
appear to have fo llow ed M o re lli 
wh,en he broke w ith  the p a rty .

In  an open le tte r  addressed to 
p a rty  m ilita n ts , M o re lli has sub-, 
jected to c ritic ism  the en tire  po licy  
imposed on the p a r ty  since 1944 
by “ conceited and incapable func-, 
tion a ries ”  a t the top. He accuses 
them o f lead ing the Ita lia n  p ro le ­
ta r ia t  once again on the same 
road o f de feat as the one fo llow ed 
p r io r  to the rise  o f fascism  by th e 1 
leadership o f the  labo r move­
ment. The same open le tte r  con­
demns the excom m unication o f 
the Yugoslav CP by the Comin- 
fo rm  because “ T ito  has given 
land to  the peasants and handed 
over to the w orkers  com m ittees 
the fac to ries  destroyed by the 
Germans and since then re b u ilt.”

2. The Novem ber 22 issue o f 
L ’U n ita , cen tra l organ o f the

Ita lia n  CP, ca rried  a fro n t page 
a rtic le  by the leader o f the p g rty  
apparatus, P ie tro  Secchia. I t  is 
permeated w ith  a larm ism  and 
panic. _ A f te r  s ta tin g  th a t the 
“ tra ito rs  o f the T ito  gang”  are 
sending “ agents in la rge num ­
bers”  in to  I ta ly  who pose as 
“ genuine com m unists,”  as com­
m unists “ independent o f Moscow 
and as au then tic  revo lu tion is ts ,”  
Secchia declares th a t these agents 
have succeeded in  in f i lt ra t in g  the 
adical parties in  order to  organize 

a great num ber o f t r ip s  by p a r­
tisans and in te llec tua ls  in to  Y ugo­
slavia.

V E IL E D  A L L U S IO N
F righ tened  by  the rise  o f the 

s p ir it  o f c rit ic is m , more and m ore 
pronounced each day, th is  bureau­
cra t goes on as fo llow s : “ A l l  the 
comrades and a ll the o rgan iza­
tions m ust be m ore v ig ila n t, than 
ever before. I t  is  necessary to  un­
mask and denounce the a c tiv itie s  
o f T ito is t  agents, who w ith  th e ir  
w o rk  o f d isorgan iza tion  and 
provocation are lend ing a  f irm  
hand to  the A ng lo  - Am erican 
agents. . . We know  th a t the 
enemy is w o rk in g  m ig h t and m ain 
to  in troduce its  agents, in to  the 
ranks o f the dem ocratic pa rties  
fro m  the top bodies down to  the 
ranks. A m ong the fo rm e r there  
are corrupted ind iv idua ls  whose 
aim  is to provoke sp lits  ( ! )  
inside dem ocratic movements and 
pa rties  by a ff irm in g  p o lit ic a l 
positions and thus the o re tica lly  
d isgu is ing  th e ir  w reck ing  ac­
t iv it ie s .”

These last rem arks are a th in ly  
veiled a llusion to  the discussions, 
which appear to  have broken qu t 
among the leadership o f the 
Ita lia n  CP its e lf.
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Another Service for Imperialism

Handy Weapon for Bureaucrats
No one raved and ranted more loudly 

against “ communism”  at the recent CIO 
Convention than Emil Rieve, Textile 
Workers Union president. We can un­
derstand his eagerness to direct attention 
to a scapegoat when we examine what 
he has to offer the workers in his union.

On Nov. 26, the TWUA-CIO leaders an­
nounced that for the third time since 
February 1948 they have waived the un­
ion’s contractual right to present new 
wage demands for 90,000 workers in the 
New England and Middle Atlantic woolen 
and worsted mills. They aren’t  even go­
ing to ask for the picayune pensions that 
CIO unions have won in other industries.

The excuse used for this' policy is sim­
ply that the companies would oppose 
wage increases and pensions and that 
these could not be won without a strike. 
Besides, the textile millionaires might 
find pensions “ too great a burden” and 
anyway “ the industry lacks pension plans 
to serve as a guide.”  Also, the union^ is 
conducting a Southern organizing drive 
and doesn’t  want to push any program 
that might lead to a strike — though

how a fighting policy that wins gains can 
hurt an organizing campaign is some­
thing we can’t  fathom.

Every excuse is used for not fighting 
for the workers. But they skip over the 
two big reasons why they should figh t: 
1. Wages of textile workers are among 
the lowest in any industry. 2. The textile 
manufacturers are making handsome 
profits and can afford to pay higher 
wages and pensions.

On the latter point, we have the Tex­
tile Workers Union’s own news release 
of Nov. 26 citing Rieve’s speech at the 
Massachusetts CIO convention in Boston. 
“ He declared that despite their ‘moaning' 
and groaning,’ nearly all textile firms 
in New England made a profit during the 
firs t ‘and worse’ half of the year.”

Red-baiting and purge laws in the un­
ions are inspired by the government 
witch-hunt. But they are also handy 
weapons for a union official like Rieve to 
have around when workers start wonder­
ing out loud what he’s doing about win­
ning them better conditions.



The "Higher Morality"
"■■■" By Joseph Keller ■

In  the  name o f its  special brand o f “ m o ra lity ,”  
the  V a tican  has ordered C atholic ju r is ts  —  where 
they  can ge t aw ay w ith  i t  —  to ignore, evade, 
m is in te rp re t, m isapp ly and v io la te  governm enta l 
law s th a t  are in  c o n flic t w ith  the dogmas and 
decrees o f the Roman C atholic h ie ra rchy and its  
in fa llib le  Pope.

In  the name o f th is  same “ C h ris tian  m o ra lity ,”  
C atholic judges and law yers are mandated, under 
th re a t o f s p ir itu a l pena lty , to deny to appe llants 
before the courts th e ir  r ig h ts  under law  i f  these 
r ig h ts  do no t conform  W ith the “ ju s tice ”  o rda in ­
ed fro m  the Vatican.

In  the name o f a “ h igher m o ra lity ,”  every C ath­
o lic  is ins tructed , in  e ffec t, to v io la te  an oath 
o f pub lic  o ffice  where th a t oath requires deci­
sions and actions no t in  line  w ith  the pronounce­
m ents fro m  St. P e te r’s.

T h a t is the  essence o f the Nov. 7 speech by 
Pope P ius X I I  to guide C atholic law yers th ro u g h ­
ou t the w o rld  in  so lv ing  the “ h a rro w in g  problem 
o f ap p ly in g  u n ju s t law s”  —  said “ un ju s t law s”  
be ing any the V a tican  opposes.

The Pope la id  down fo u r  p rinc ip les  to  guide 
C atholic ju r is ts . 1. A  C atholic judge “ cannot sh irk  
resp on s ib ility  fo r  his decisions and place the 
blam e on the law  and its  au thors .”  2. The judge 
“ can never pass a sentence which would oblige 
those a ffec ted  by i t  to  pe rfo rm  an in tr in s ic a lly  
im m o ra l act, th a t is, an act which in  its e lf  is  con­
t ra r y  tq  the law  o f God and the church.”  3. “ U n ­
der no circum stance can a judge acknowledge and 
approve an un ju s t la w .”

The fo u rth  p rinc ip le  leaves a loophole fo r  C a th­
o lic  judges to hold onto th e ir  jobs. “ However, 
the  app lica tion  o f an u n ju s t law  does no t always 
mean acknow ledgm ent and approval o f it .  In  th is  
case the judge m ay —  sometimes even m ust — 
a llow  the un ju s t law  to run  its  course i f  th is  is 
the on ly  w ay to avoid a g rea te r ev il.”

T h a t “ g rea te r e v il”  is among o ther th ings, the 
loss o f C atholic con tro l o r in fluence in  the ju d i­

c ia ry . Thus, a judge can pass sentence under an 
“ un ju s t la w ”  in order to keep his pQst and “ p re ­
serve fo r  the people an honest ju d ic ia ry  and to 
avoid a much worse fa te  to the church and the 
fa ith fu l. ”

The ca p ita lis t press in  th is  country , which is 
t ry in g  to pu t the best in te rp re ta tio n  on th is  papal 
pronouncement, cla im s i t  is re a lly  designed fo r  
C atholic ju r is ts  in Russian-dom inated countries. 
However, the Pope declared h im se lf specifica lly  
on the question o f divorce —  a question on which 
the laws in th is  coun try  are as much a t variance 
w ith  C atholic eogma as in  H u ng a ry  o r Rumania.

“ The C atholic judge cannot pronounce, unless 
fo r  m otives o f g re a t mom ent, a decision o f c iv il 
d ivorce in  a m a rriage  va lid  before God and the 
church,”  stated the Pope. The Church, o f course, 
recognizes no divorce th a t i t  does no t sanction, 
inc lud ing  divorce o f P rotestants. However, ex­
plained a s ta tem ent o f the N a tion a l C atholic W e l­
fa re  Council in  th is  coun try , a C atholic judge 
m ay transgress these “ fundam enta l norm s”  fo r  
“ reason s u ff ic ie n tly  w e ig h ty ,”  such as, “ i f  the 
judge were in  danger o f los ing  his o ffice . . . or 
even i f  serious antagonism  and loss o f  p restige 
ensued.”

The im p lied  th re a t o f sin and its  penalties 
weighs on the devout C atholic in  a ll spheres of 
governm ent who fa ils  to  conform  to the d ic ta tion  
o f the h iera rchy. He m ust oppose the laws the 
people w ant i f  the Church disapproves them ; he 
m ust seek to break down the w a ll o f separation 
between church and state, as the C atholic dogma 
prescribes; he m ust deny freedom  o f speech and 
press and assembly to  those w ith  p o lit ic a l views 
which the V atican has stigm atized . I f  he cannot 
do i t  openly, he m ust do i t  secretly, behind a cloak 
o f pious hypocrisy and th a t pecu lia rly  tw is ted  and 
op po rtun is tic  “ m o ra lity ”  th a t the a u th o rita r ia n  
C atholic h ie ra rchy, con tro lled fro m  Rome, seeks 
to impose on the w orld  as a bu lw a rk  aga inst 
“ im m ora l com m unism .”

Divide-and-Rule System 
O f the SIU Bureaucrats

By R. Bell
W henever the membership be­

g ins b reath ing down the necks o f 
the union bureaucrats the labor 
skates seek to  d iv e rt a tten tion  
fro m  th e ir  crim es by d ra gg ing  a 
b ig  red h e rr in g  across th e ir  t ra il .  
T h is  technique has become stand­
ard practice in  the f ra te rn ity  o f 
labo r fakers. So, when members 
began to question the ra id ing , 
s trike b re a k in g  po licy o f cannibal 
un ionism  practiced by the o ffic ia ls  
o f the A F L  Seafarers In te rn a ­
tion a l Un ion and Sailors Un ion 
o f the Pacific, the la tte r  re torted  
w ith  an hys te rica l a ttack on 
—  T ro tsky ism .

We penetrated the redba iting  
smokescreen in previous artic les  
to  disclose how John Mahoney, 
veteran SUP member, was 
il le g a lly  expelled fo r  ra is in g  a 
“ p o in t o f in fo rm a tio n ”  question­
in g  the r ig h t  o f the o ffic ia ls  to  
break, the Canadian Seamen’s 
U n ion stx-ike. We to ld  how S IU  
P resident H a rry  Lundeberg- sent 
men th rough  a p icke t line  to  man 
the  strikebound ships o f the 
U n ion  O il Company on the Pacific 
Coast We cited known cases o f 
ra id in g  and s trikeb rea k ing  by 
S IU -S U P  o ffic ia ls . The only- 
answer thus fa r  has been a f ro n t 
page ed ito ria l in  the S IU  S eafar­
ers Log w ith  a lo t  o f d r iv e l about 
T ro ts k y  and the K ron s tad t 
sailors.

I t  would be in s tru c tive  to  ex­
am ine one o f the methods used 
by the S IU  - SUP offic ia ls  in 
conducting th e ir  s tr ikeb rea k ing  
operations. One o f the "c rim e s ”  
o f w h ich John Mahoney was ac­
cused in  a s ix  - page d ia tr ib e  
aga inst T ro tsky ism  in  the Nov. 4 
Log, is th a t o f m ak ing  a m otion 
a t-a  Seattle  m em bership m eeting 
“ to  non-concur w ith  the issu ing 
o f p ro ba tiona ry  books to  per- 
m itm eri who had served as vo lun ­
tee r organ izers on the U n ion O il 
Company’s ships.”

In  the language o f S IU  Vice- 
P resident Paul H a ll and M orris  
W tisbe rg e r, who w ro te  the a rtic le , 
“ vo lun teer organ jzers”  is a p e r­
fum ed phrase des ignating  the 
“ pe rm itm en”  who crashed the 
p icke t line  to  sa il U n ion O il Com­
pany ships a f te r  CIO  N a tiona l 
M a ritim e  Union men had walked 
o f f  in support o f the O il W o rk ­
ers s tr ike . Accox-ding to the code 
o f cannibal un ionism , veteran 
union figh te rs  are expelled w h ile  
s trikeb reakers  are rewarded w ith  
union books.

The practice o f us ing perm itm en 
to do the d ir ty  w o rk  fo r  the S IU - 
SUP o ffic ia ls  has been reduced to 
a systenp There is no th ing  
“ v o lu n ta ry ”  about these so-called 
“ o igan ize rs .”  In  the S IU , fo r  
example, a lm ost h a lf  the m em ­
bership are perm itm en. The las t 
m em bership figures recorded in  
the Seafarers Log, Feb. 27, 1948, 
shows a to ta l o f 20,069 members, 
divided as fo llow s : Book mem­
bers, 11,003; Perm itm en, 8,637; 
T r ip  Cards, 429.

A perm itm an has no r ig h ts  in 
the  union. He can ge t a job only, 
when no book m em ber wants it .  
He is lim ite d  to  one t r ip  o r s ix ty  
days on a ship and then has to 
ge t o ff. He pays a ll dues, assess­
ments and “ conti-ibutions.”  H is 
p e rm it can be taken aw ay a t any 
tim e  w ith o u t charges o r tr ia l.  
And, accoi-ding to  the i-ules:

“ A n y  p e rm it men desirous o f 
becoming a U n ion  m em ber sha ll 
be allowed m em bership on ly  sub­
je c t to  the recom m endations o f 
the  O rganizers.”

Some are kep t on the pe rm it 
lis t  fo r  years. O thers are “ a llo w ­
ed membership”  a fte r  a few  days 
o r weeks. I t  a ll depends on the 
o ffic ia ls . I f  there is a d ir ty  job  
to be done the perm itm en are 
given the choice o f fo llo w in g  
orders o r losing th e ir  perm its . 
Loss o f th e ir  p e rm it means v ir tu a l 
e lim in a tio n  fro m  the  in d u s try .

F rom  beating up members who 
oppose o r c ritic ize  the o ffic ia ls  to 
b reaking s trikes, the pe rm it man 
fo llow s orders —  o r else.

The “ vo lun teer oi-ganizers”  who 
crashed the O il W orkers  p icke t 
line  were recru ited  fro m  th is  
group. And when an o ld-tim e 
nember, a veteran o f the 1934 
.tr ike , objects to  th is  pi-actice he 

is branded an enemy o f the union 
and expelled. Through the p e rm it 
system the bureaucrats p i t  one 
section o f the m embership 
against another. Old tim e rs  are 
wended ou t to make room fo r  
those who have dem onstrated 
th e 'r  lo y a lty  to the offic ia ls .

In  add ition  to  the d iv is ion be­
tween boom men and p e rm it men, 
the S IU  o ffic ia ld om  fu r th e r  d i­
vides the membership along color 
lines. The S IU  is the on ly sea­
fa r in g  union which m ain ta ins a 
J im  Crow h ir in g  h a ll in  the P o rt 
o f New Y o rk . Recently a drive  
has been in it ia te d  to  d rive  the 
P uerto  Rican members ou t o f the  
union. T w en ty-n ine  P uerto  Rican 
pe rm it men had th e ir  pe rm its  
taken away w ith o u t reason. W ith  
no recourse w ith in  the union they 
took th e ir  case to  court.

The Oct. 7 Seafarers Log gloats 
th a t the judge th re w  the case out 
o f cou rt because as perm itm en 
they had no r ig h ts  in  the union. 
The S IU  h a ll in  P uerto  Rico has 
been shut down and a measure 
adopted p ro h ib it in g  any m ember 
fro m  pa y in g  o f f  a ship in  th a t 
A m erican te r r ito ry .  A ccord ing  to 
la w  a seaman can pay o f f  in  any 
Am ei-ican po rt. M any Puerto R i­
can members have th e ir  w ives and 
fam ilies  in  th a t country . B u t i f  
they pay o f f  a ship there, they 
are subject to  charges, f in e  o r ex­
pulsion.

A nd the ha rd -b itte n  bureau­
cra ts o f the S IU -S U P  have the 
cast-iron g a ll to po in t the finger 
a t the T ro tsky is ts  as “ enemies o f 
dem ocratic un ionism .”
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Flint GM Conference 
Called by Buick 599

B rid g e s ' Law yer V ic tim ized

Repeating the tactics o f in tim id a tio n  used at the Foley Square 
t r ia l  o f the 11 Com m unist P a rty  leaders, the judge a t the pe rju ry  
t r ia l  o f H a rry  Bridges ( le f t )  has sentenced the ch ie f defense la w ­
yer, V incen t H a llinan , ( r ig h t )  to s ix  months in ja i l  fo r  “ contem pt 
o f cou rt.”  Sentence w ill begin a fte r  the case goes to ju ry .

Chicago Conference Demands 
Action to Stop Mob Violence

CHICAGO — A Conference to End Mob Violence, spon­
sored by the Chicago Urban League, last week called for 
the removal of Police Commissioner Prendergast and the 
impeachement o f M ayor Kennedy.®- 
T h is  action was proposed as an 
answer to the series o f mob a t­
tacks on Negroes, c lim axed by 
the Peoria St. assault on Negi'oes 
and th e ir  frien ds  as the police 
stood by.

N e a rly  200 attended the con fer­
ence. Steel, packing and long­
shore were among unions repre­
sented.

A  representa tive  o f the M ayo r’s 
Com m ittee on Hum an Relations 
was inv ited  to  exp la in  the ro le of 
th a t body in  the cris is. He said 
the com m ittee had no power to 
recommend the rem oval o f p re ju ­
diced police o ffic ia ls  and advised 
“ in terested pa rtie s ”  to stay away 
fro m  scenes o f tension les t they 
lead to violence.

He did no t exp la in  w hat good 
the com m ittee was i f  i t  had no 
power even to  recommend, or how 
v ic tim s  o f mob violence could be 
defended i f  “ in terested pa rties ”  
m ust stay away w h ile  the police 
help the hoodlums.

A  conference speaker pu t his 
f in g e r on one o f the tru e  sources 
o f the mob outbreaks when he re ­
vealed th a t pressure was being 
exerted to foreclose the m ortgage 
on the Peoria St. house, th a t its  
insurance has been cancelled, and

th a t a Chicago bank had offe red 
to buy the house fo r  a h igh f ig ­
ure. He also charged th a t police 
action on the side o f the hoodlums 
was not the resu lt o f ind iv idua l 
prejudice, b u t a conscious po licy 
enforced by the h ighest c ity  o f f i ­
cials.
PRO G RAM  A D O P TE D

The p rog ram  presented to the 
conference fo r  action included 
proposals to break down the con­
sp iracy o f silence by  the Chicago 
press on mob a c tiv itie s ; to launch 
a program  o f education to be c li­
maxed by “ E nd ' Mob Violence 
W eek;”  and to take legal action 
aga inst o ff ic ia ls  de re lic t in  th e ir 
du ty.

No proposal was made to  o r­
ganize the physical defense o f mob 
v ic tim s, nor was the labor move­
m ent appealed to  fo r  aid. One 
speaker proposed th a t hoodlums 
be “ educated”  in  the way un ion­
is ts  take care o f scabs, bu t th is  
was not acted on.

The conference adopted the p ro­
gram  o f legal action and g radua l 
education. B u t fro m  comments 
around the ha ll i t  was clear th a t 
the Negro people are look ing  fo r  
a more m il ita n t and e ffec tive  p ro­
gram  aga inst race te rro rism .

CURRAN’S GOONS AND COPS 
TERRORIZE NMU MEMBERSHIP

(Continued fro m  page 1)
made its  lega l s ta f f  ava ilab le  to 
the v ic tim s  o f C u rran ’s purge.

Evei-y union bureaucra t plays 
upon the fe a r o f the w o rke r fo r  
his job. W ith  la rge  scale unem­
p loym ent in the sh ipp ing in dus try , 
C u rran ’s te rro r  cam paign u tilizes  
o u tr ig h t fo rce  as w e ll as more 
subtle foxm s o f in tim ida tion . In 
addition to  h is goons and cops 
C urran has the shipowners on 
his side. O pposition o ffic ia ls  have 
been barred fro m  the ships. The 
la rg e r ships have been boarded by 
Curran o ffic ia ls  accompanied by 
as m any as 20 muscle men and 
detectives.

“ P LE D G E ”  CARDS
A t a m eeting called on the S.S. 

W ashington, one o f the la rge 
passenger liners, fo r  example, 
V ice-President W arne r gave his 
“ lynch - the - opposition”  rep o rt 
flanked by o ffic ia ls  o f the U n ited 
States L ine. A t  the same tim e, 
yellow -colored pledge cards were 
c ircu la ted to crew members “ to 
jo in  w ith  the o ffice rs”  in  d r iv in g  
a ll so-called “ com m unists”  from  
the union. The cards were printed 
in duplicate, numbered and s ign ­
ed, one to be kept by the member 
and one turned in  to the N a tiona l 
Office.

The “ lo y a lty ”  pledge cards were 
the same as those circu la ted by 
the C urran caucus a t the recent 
N M U  convention. Those who re ­
fuse to s ign are p u t on the lis t  
o f “ suspects.”  The pi-esencc o f 
shipowner representatives a t a 
union m eeting was a no t too 
subtle h in t to  the crew members 
to “ vote r ig h t . ”

The same technique is being 
used on a ll the ships com ing in to  
New Y o rk  harbor. Th is ob ject 
lesson in  b lack ja ck  democi'acy is

not los t on th e  crew'. Despite the 
enormous pressure, the open 
th rea ts  o f physica l violence and 
the im p lied  th re a t o f shipowner 
rep risa l, resistance has been 
m anifested by a m il ita n t m in o r ity  
w h ile  the la rge  m a jo r ity  has 
“ abstained”  in  fe a r o f los ing  th e ir  
jobs.

The C urran putsch took place 
on tne ve ry  day in  which the 
opposition o ffic ia ls  in the P o rt o f 
New Y o rk  had been no tified  to 
appear befoi-e a hand-picked t r ia l 
com m ittee. W ith  the stage thus 
set fo r  a “ hang ing ,”  the mock 
t r ia l  was prepai-ed to behead the 
opposition. However, none o f the 
14 opposition o ffic ia ls  appeared, 
having p i’eviously challenged the 
co n s titu tio n a lity  o f the en tire  
proceedings.

I t  is  apparent th a t C urran 
intends to use his cops and goons 
to take over the next membership 
m eeting on Dec. 1 to ra ilroad 
through the t r ia l  com m ittee 
verd ic t against the opposition o f­
fic ia ls. The je rk in g  o f books and 
beating o f opposition ists was a 
prelude to tha t m eeting. C urran 
dare not. face the m embership 
w ith o u t his outside support. Once 
having embarked on th is  course, 
the C urran machine can continue 
in  power on ly  th rough  the use o f 
naked force and open shipowner 
collaboration.

WANTED
One copy o f Leon T ro ts k y ’s 

T H E  P E R M A N E N T  
R E V O L U T IO N  

in  the German language

W rite  to :
P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S  
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N . Y .

By Arnold Cramer
F L IN T , Nov. 27 — A t its  mem­

bership m eeting last Sunday, 
U A W  Buick Local 599 voted to 
call a conference o f a ll GM locals 
in F lin t  on Dec. 17. The purpose 
o f the conference is to  le t the 
locals a ir  th e ir  views on the 
com ing GM negotia tions and on 
methods fo r  p reven ting  a re p e ti­
tion  o f the ro tten  settlem ent tha t 
was imposed on the Ford w o rk ­
ers.

R e flec ting  the un iversa l resent­
m ent aga inst the undem ocratic 
and unconstitu tiona l setup in  the 
U A W ’s GM Council, Local 599 
voted to have representation at 
the F lin t  conference on a per 
cap ita  ta x  basis.

The conference can become a 
sounding board fo r  the  m il ita n t 
opposition to  the policies o f the 
Reuther a d m in is tra tion . T h e  
Reuther s tra teg y  in GM has a l­
ready been made clear fro m  the 
Ford nego tia tions and from  the 
m eeting o f the GM Council held 
recently . Reuther is w ill in g  to 
prom ise an y th in g  to  keep the 
ranks qu ie t th rough  the spring  
local union elections.

R E U T H E R ’S S T R A T E G Y
The b ig  p u b lic ity  cam paign 

w h ich the In te rn a tion a l is  con­
ducting on the union shop ques­
tion  indicates th a t they intend'1 
to w in  the union shop (an in ­
s ign ifican t ga in in  GM, which is 
over 90% organized) and use 
th a t to bide th e ir  fa ilu re  to w in  
any im provem ent in the contract. 
I f  the pension fin a lly  negotiated

Phila. Convention 
Founds New CIO

(Continued from  Page 1) 
unions like  steel, auto, te x tile  and 
c lo th ing  have already cap itu lated 
(o ih c  wage-freeze recommenda­
tion  o f the T rum an ad m in is tra ­
tion as pu t fo r th  in  his steel 
board’s report?  Moreover, no th ­
ing  ii |  Carey’s “ economic re p o rt”  
and speeches to  the delegates 
h inted a t a program  o f m ilita n t 
action tha t w'ould w in  any 
“ fo u rth  round”  demand.

Em ile  Rieve, president o f the 
T ex tile  W orkers U nion, sought 
to g ive the convention a line  of 
demagogy about being the “ true  
rad ica ls,”  w h ile  he term ed the 
S ta lin is ts  “ the w o rs t bunch o f 
reactionaries th a t ever a ff lic te d  
the trade union movem ent.”  B u t 
such ta lk  carries l i t t le  conviction 
com ing fro m  a union leader who 
had ju s t agreed to  a wage fx-eeze 
in his in d u s try  fo r  the th ird  tim e  
since F ebruary  1948.

Everybody a t the convention 
knew th a t the CIO leaders set 
up the new union no t to  w in 
be tte r conditions b u t to enforce 
the M u rra y  m achine’s “ na tiona l 
po licy”  on fo re ign  a ffa irs  and 
domestic po litics . In  an hour-long 
tirade, M u rra y  made i t  c lear to 
the convention th a t the on ly issue 
the CIO leadership had in m ind 
was “ Com m unism .”

T R U M A N ’S OK
N or w il l  i t  be any reassurance 

to workers in  the in d u s try  tha t 
T rum an and his top cabinet o f­
fic ia ls have pu t th e ir  OK on the 
new organ iza tion . T rum an sent 
his blessings in  a message ex­
pressing confidence th a t the new 
union w ill shun “ subversive ac­
t iv i t y ”  and conduct its e lf  as a 
“ lo y a l”  body.

W ill Carey and the CIO leaders 
r isk  the charge o f being “ sub­
versive”  and “ d is loya l”  by con­
ducting  any kind o f rea l s tru g ­
gle fo r  h ighe r wages in  opposition 
to the a d m in is tra tio n ’s policies? 
A lthough  Carey is on record as 
opposed to  T rum an ’s “ subversive”  
l is t  and “ lo y a lty ”  purge order, 
he said no th ing  about T rum an ’s 
a tte m p t now to  set up the 
designations o f “ lo y a l”  and “ sub­
vers ive”  unions.

One o f Carey’s b ig  pitches at 
the convention was his thx-eat to 
de fy cou rt in junctions wh ich the 
old U E  leaders have been secur­
ing  to b lock tra n s fe r o f funds 
and properties when U E  locals 
go over to the CIO union. He 
urged th a t the IU E  “ not ge t too 
damned le g a lis tic ”  and said, 
“ I t ’s h igh  tim e delegates and 
local officers took steps to de fy 
irresponsib le actions o f ir r e ­
sponsible and ignox-ant judges.”  
Carey doesn’t  act so defian t when 
i t  comes to the “ lega lism ”  o f the 
T a ft-H a i-tle y  A c t.

There is no question tha t the 
m a jo rity  o f e lectrica l workers 
would p re fe r to  rem ain w ith  the 
CIO, i f  they had some assurance 
it  would help them  w in  be lte r 
wages and w o rk ing  conditions. 
But they are ge tting  l i t t le  en­
couragement on th is  score from  
the top C IO  leaders.

w ith  General M otors does have 
some s lig h t im provem ent over 
the Ford plan —  w hich is by no 
means assured —  we can be 
certa in  th a t GM w orkers w ill have 
paid heavily  fo r  i t  in  tenns o f a 
wage increase and con tract gains.

There is  on ly one road ou t o f 
the swamp o f phony Reuther m il i­
tancy. T ha t is to set c lea rly  be- 
fo i’fe the ra n k  and file  w orkers 
the m ost pressing m in im um  needs 
which m ust be satisfied.

F irs t  and fox-emost, the i’c is 
the conti’ac t wh ich is m aking con­
d itions  in GM shops in to le rab le. 
A  new con trac t w ith  GM m ust 
have as a m in im um  a re tu rn  to 
the steward system, scrapping' 
o f the in fam ous section 117 (com ­
pany secu rity  and no - s tr ike  
clause), an end to the unm pire- 
system, and a p ro tection  aga inst

speedup which a t the ve ry  least 
m ust g ive the union equal r ig h ts  
w ith  m anagem ent in  se ttin g  w o rk  
standards. O n ly th is  can h a lt  the 
ten -year re tre a t o f the GM w o rk ­
ers under the inroads o f a power­
fu l corpora tion  and a t im id  un ion 
leadership.

In  second place stands pensions 
and economic demands which m u3t 
include the long  delayed wage in ­
crease which R euther prom ises so 
g lib ly  and the 30 hour week a t 
40 hours pay needed to prepare 
fo r  the com ing depression. I f  the 
un ion shop can be won in  add i­
tion , th a t ’s so much g ravy.

I f  the F lin t  au to  w orkers  con­
ference em barks on a p rogram  o f 
th is  k ind , i t  w i l l  m a rk  a m ilestone 
in the developm ent o f the  U A W  
since R euther consolidated his 
power.

DETROIT NAACP WANTS 
1000 FOR TRIP TO D. C.

DETROIT — The Detroit Branch of the NAACP is 
calling for more than 1,000 people from this city alone 
to participate in the nation-wide mobilization in Washing­
ton Jan. 15-17 to exe rt mass®-------------------------------------------------------
pressux'e upon Congi'ess fo r  the 
im m ediate enactm ent o f c iv il 
r ig h ts  leg is la tion .

The N A A C P ’s plans fo r  a m il i­
ta n t d rive  aga inst J im  Crow 
reach fro m  the local level to the 
ve ry  steps o f the na tion 's  cap ita l, 
said G loster B. C urren t, na tiona l 
d irec to r o f branches, a t a D e ti'o it 
membership m eeting on Nov. 18.

A n  im p o rta n t p a rt o f th’is cam ­
paign was the D e tro it branch ’s 
call upon Governor W illia m s  fo r  
a special session o f the State 
Leg is la tu re  to pass a state FEPC 
law  and to  abolish segregation in 
the M ich igan N a tiona l Guard 
un its.

The audience responded enthu­
s ia s tica lly  to these plans and to 
the rep o rt made by E rnest D illa rd  
on the progress o f the branch’s 
f ig h t  aga inst res tau ran t d isc rim ­
ina tion , which was launched e a rly  
in  October.

D illa rd ’s re p o rt centered ax-ound 
the case o f M rs. Jessie D illa rd , 
her daughter and three o ther 
teen-aged g ir ls , which has receiv­
ed considerable p u b lic ity  in  the 
local pi'ess.

M rs. D illa rd  and the ch ildren 
had gone to  the Presto Restau­
ra n t, operated by A n thony  Rep- 
pas a t 3603 W oodward Ave., and 
were refused sex-vice by h im  on 
Oct. 10. They file d  charges 
aga inst h im  fo r  v io la t in g  the 
state c iv il x-ights code and took 
him  to  cou rt in  line  w ith  the 
N A A C P  policy.

Reppas to ld  a li ly -w h ite  ju ry  
and a J im  Crow  judge th a t he had 
been home w ith  a sex-ious cold, 
and no t even in his res tau ran t, on 
the day in question. N a tu ra lly , 
the res tau ran t owner was found

not g u ilty . (There has been on ly  
one convic tion under the state 
an ti-d isc rim in a tio n  law  since i t  
w ent in to  e ffec t s ix  years ago.)

The N A A C P  in tends to c a rry  
fo rw a rd  the f ig h t  aga ins t th is  
type o f d isc rim ina tion . D illa rd ’s 
re p o rt ended on the note th a t a 
m ilita n t  and v igorous prosecution 
o f th is  cam paign could w in  the  
mass support o f the N egro people 
fo r  the N A A C P  and make i t  once 
again the b iggest branch in  the  
country , as i t  was in  the e a rly  
1940’s.

Dunne Opens Tour 
At Seattle Meeting

S E A T T L E , Nov. 29 —  V incen t 
R. Dunne opened his na tiona l 
to u r in  th is  c ity  to n ig h t w ith  a 
successful m eeting held a t Swedish 
H a ll, which was w e ll filled.

Ho spoke on the u rgen t need 
fo r  a ll w orkers to  jo in  in the 
defense o f c iv il r ig h ts  in the face 
o f W a ll S tree t’s d rive  aga inst the 
labo r movement, as p a r t o f the 
preparations fo r  the nex t w orld  
war.

Dunne discussed the T a ft-  
H a rtle y  Law  and showed how th is  
open a ttack  on the unions was 
linked up w ith  governm ent 
“ lo y a lty ”  purge and the w itc h ­
hunts inside the unions. $21 was 
donated in  the collection.

Dunne’s to u r schedule fo llow s :

San Franeisco-Oakland —  Dec. 
4-7.

Los Angeles —  Dec. 10-13.
St. Louis —  Dec. 17.
Chicago —  Dec. 18-25
Toledo —  Dec. 27.
Detx-oit —  Dec. 28-31.
F lin t  —  Dec. 29-30.
D e tro it  —  Dec. 31-Jan. 2.
Cleveland —  Jan. 3-4.
A k ron  —  Jan. 5.
Youngstown —  Jan. 6-7.
P ittsbu rgh  —  Jan. 8.
M organ tow n —  Jaxx. 9.
B u ffa lo  —  Jan. 12.
Rochester —  Jan. 13.
B u ffa lo  —  Jan. 14.
Boston —  Jan. 15-16.
Lynn  —  Jan. 17.
W orcester — Jan. 18.
New B r ita in  —  Jan. 19.
New Haven —  Jan. 20.
New Y o rk  —  Jan. 21.
P h ilade lph ia  —  Jan. 22-23.
A llen to w n  —  Jan. 24.
Reading —  Jan. 25.
New  Y o rk  —  Jan. 26.
N ew ark —  Jan. 27.

Hit Stalinist Line 
On Trial of 18

(C ontinued fro m  Page 1) 
the organ izations on the extrem e 
L e ft.  They abandoned the fig h t 
fo r  N egro r ig h ts  on the ground 
th a t such a cam paign would ‘ in ­
te rfe re  w ith  the w a r e f fo r t . ’ A s  
soon as Russia was attacked by 
Germ any they dropped the N egro  
question and concentrated a l l 
e f fo r t  in support o f the w ar in  
order to help the Soviet U n ion . 
D u ring  the w a r years the d is­
ciples o f the extrem e L e ft sound­
ed very  much like  the w o rs t o f 
the N egro -ha ting  southerners.

“ Am erican Negroes, and especi­
a lly  the N A A C P , cannot fo rg e t 
th is . I t  seems to  us to  prove con­
c lus ive ly  (even i f  there were no t 
m ountains o f  add itiona l p ro o f) 
tha t the o rgan iza tions o f the ex­
trem e L e ft,  when they cam paign 
fo r  c iv il r ig h ts , o r in  beha lf o f  
a m in o r ity , do so as a secondary 
consideration, a c tiv ity  upon w h ich  
is certa in  to be weighted, shaped, 
angled, o r abandoned in  ac­
cordance w ith  the Com m unist 
Pax-ty ‘lin e .’

“ We can have no tru c k  w ith  
such un ity .

CP A N D  T R IA L  OF 18
“ W r are w a ry , too. o f you r 

asserted devotion to c iv il r ig h ts . 
We reca ll c le a rly  th a t when the  
M inneapo lis ' tru c k  d rive rs  were 
indicted, tr ie d  and convicted under 
the S m ith  A c t, ne ithe r the C iv il 
R igh ts  Congress n o r its  prede­
cessor, no r the  C om m unist P a rty  
o r its  associates made any move 
to assist them . The C iv il R igh ts  
Congress did no t provide tens o f 
thousands o f do lla rs in  ba il. The 
S ta lin is t o rgan iza tions across the 
coun try  were no t c irc u la tin g  
pe titions, in vad ing  m eetings and 
dem anding the  passage o f reso lu­
tions, nor were they conducting 
p icket lines.

“ T h is  line  o f action— or, be tte r, 
inaction —  indicated to  any th in k ­
ing  person th a t the S ta lin is t 
groups are fo r  c iv i l r ig h ts  fo r  
some people, b u t no t fo r  a ll. The 
M inneapolis men were no t S ta l­
in is ts , the re fo re  no t a hand was 
lifte d  to  aid them . I f  the  S m ith  
Act is a m onstrous piece o f  
leg is la tion  when used aga inst the  
11 Com m unist leaders, i t  was no 
less m onstrous, no less an in s tru ­
ment fo r  the suppression o f  c iv il 
libe rties  when used against the 
M inneapolis men.

“ We re ject such a ‘p a rt-tim e ’ 
concept o f c iv il libe rtie s .”

Am ong o the r reasons cited by  
W ilk in s  fo r  the N A A C P  decision 
not to in v ite  the CRC were “ the  
cam paign o f slander in  the D a ily  
W o rke r”  aga inst a ll those who 
did no t accept the S ta lin is t 

u n ity ”  po licy  in  the  Scottsboro 
case, and the a ttacks on the 
N A A C P  made by the S ta lin is ts  
in connection w ith  the case o f 
the T ren ton  Six.

M-Day in New York
— — By Ruth Johnson ■

Behind W ash ing ton ’s hypocritica l cha tte r o f 
peace can be heai'd the ru m b lin g  o f a r t i l le ry  as 
i t  X'olls in to  line  fo r  the assault on the Soviet 
U nion. P repara tions go on re len tless ly , no m a tte r 
w h a t words flo w  fro m  the g lib  m outh o f the p o li­
tic ians.

W r it in g  fo r  the N . Y . W orld -Te legram , Nov. 
23, Roger S tu a rt reported th a t the plans are 
ready fo r  w ar on a m om ent’s notice. H is a rtic le , 
“ How  N . Y . A rea  W il l  Jum p i f  W o rld  W ar I I I  
B ug lp  B lows,”  also te lls  who w ill do the ju m p in g  
and who w i l l  ca ll the tune.

The M -D ay scheme is ready even to the names 
o f the men picked to ru le  the vast m il ita ry  mach­
ine. The W a ll S tree t tycoons w il l  w o rk  hand-in- 
hand w ith  the top brass. M onopoly cap ita lism  
w i l l  be g iven d ic ta to r ia l con tro l over the country , 
and over the lives o f th e ir  w orkers who are 
th ro w n  in to  the g iga n tic  a rm y  o f A m erican im ­
pe ria lism .

“ In  New Y o rk  i t ’s 2 p.m. on M -D ay. President 
T rum an ’s m ob iliza tion  oi'der has been flashed to 
the  s ix  A rm y  commanders,”  w rite s  S tu a rt in  an 
a rtic le  okayed by the Defense D epartm ent.

“ New Y o rk ’s 77th In fa n try  —  the S tatue o f 
L ib e r ty  D iv is ion  —  s ta rts  m oving .”  The b ig  boys 
p u t aw ay th e ir  s ilk  hats, and reach in to  th e ir  
desk drawers fo r  th e ir  o ff ic e rs ’ caps.

“ M a jo r General Ju lius  Ochs A d le r, command­
in g  the 77th, has an tic ipa ted  M -D ay. . . A  batch 
o f new orders sp rin g  fro m  his desk.”  Ju lius  Ochs 
A d le r is the im m ensely w ea lthy , pow erfu l V ice- 
P resident and General M anager o f the N . Y. 
T im es, the m ost a u th o rita tiv e  newspaper o f B ig  
Business.

“ A t  the o ffice  o f the Socony-Vacuum O il Co., 
26 B roadw ay, p repa ra tions are made to f u l f i l l  
p rev ious ly  established defense com m itm ents. The

organ iza tion , however, w i l l  lose one o f its  execu­
tives —  L t. Col. W in th ro p  R ockefeller, who a l­
ready w il l  have reported fo r  du ty  on Gen. A d le r ’s 
S ta ff.”

You w ill be herded fro m  the induction center 
to the tra in in g  camp w ith  the help o f another 
ca p ita lis t, “ Col. W . S. C a rr, who u n t il an hour or 
tw o ago, was general m anager o f the New  Yoi-k, 
New Haven and H a rtfo rd .”  He w il l  be in  charge 
o f the “ Second T ransp o rta tio n  R a ilw ay  Service.”  

I f  you reach the 1441st S igna l Regional Office, 
you ’l l  be under the command o f Col. Ralph L. 
H a rt, presen tly  D is tr ic t  M anager o f W estern 
E le c tric  Co., whose w orkers can te ll you w hat 
qu a lifica tio ns  he has fo r  d r iv in g  the men in  his 
charge.

You won’t  even escape fro m  land lords in  th is  
m illio n a ire -ru n  a rm y. “ A  rea l estate b roker in  
Long Is land  C ity  becomes L t .  Col. I ra  H. R. Ge­
net, com m anding the 1490th S igna l Photo Center 
in Long Is land C ity .”

The w e a lthy  p layboys w ill shine fo r th  in  
B rooks-ta ilo red un ifo rm s and g ive you orders. 
“ O ut o f th is  [M -day j rese rvo ir o f specia lists comes 
Col. Van Ness P h illip s  o f the Dongan H ills  Coun­
t r y  Club, S taten Is land, to command the 1524th 
S igna l Section ( t ra in in g ) . ”

In  case th is  doesn’t  sound dem ocratic to you, 
another New Y o rk  o ff ic e r is qu a lified  to pour 
ou t propaganda by the ream. The a rm y  w ill 
reach in to  “ the offices o f E lse r &  Cothran, pub­
lic  re la tions counsellors a t 521 F if th  Ave. One 
pa rtn e r is Col. Ben J. Cothran, commander o f 
the 305th In fa n try  Regim ent o f the 77th.”

I f  you’re no t impressed w ith  you r prospects 
by th is  thorough p repa ra tion  fo r  M -day, you have 
one course open r ig h t  now. . . Jo in  us in  the f ig h t 
fo r  a w o rke rs ’ governm ent th a t w i l l  prevent 
W oi'ld  W a r I I I .


