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GM Workers Get First 
Sliding Scale Pay Boost

By A rt Preis
Thanks to their sliding scale cost-of-living wage contract, some 330,000 General Motors 

workers w ill get an additional three cents an hour wage increase starting September 1.
This, added to the original 11-cent raise put into effect May 30, gives the GM workers

a to ta l pay boost so fa r  o f 14
cents, o r a cent more than the f la t  
wage increase won by the C hrys­
le r and F ord  workers.

Accord ing to  th e ir  escalator 
agreement, the GM w orkers every 
three m onths receive an autom a­
tic  ho u rly  raise o f one cent fo r  
each 1.14 p o in t rise in  the Bureau 
o f Labor S ta tis tics  cos t-o f- liv in g  
index.

F o r the f ir s t  three-m onth pe­
rio d  on which the s lid in g  scale 
was calculated, from  A p r i l 15 to 
J u ly  15, the BLS index jumped 
fro m  169.3 to 173.7, or 4.4 points. 
Th is fig u re s  cut to an average 
cne-cent wage increase fo r  each 
month.

I f  prices continue upward, as 
they have since Ju ly  15, the GM 
workers stand to ga in another 
wage h ike next Dec. 1, based on 
the G'ct. 15 index.

The f i r s t  tes t of the GM esca­
la to r clause has p re tty  w e ll 
silenced those union leaders and 
elements like  the S ta lin is ts  who 
attacked the s lid in g  scale fea tu re  
o f the GM agreement.

When the GM con tract was 
signed las t M ay, the S ta lin is t 
D a ily  W orker m isrepresented it  
as a “ w age-cu tting  agreem ent.”  
The D a ily  W orker las t week men­
tioned the GM s lid in g  scale wage

“CZAR” TOBIN UPHOLDS 
BECK’S SCAB-HERDING

SEATTLE, Aug. 3.1 — As SWP presidential candidate Far­
rell Dobbs fla tly  predicted in his recent public meeting and 
radio address here. AFL Teamsters “ Czar” Daniel J Tobin has 
now announced support for the *>■
scabherding and strikebreaking 
o f his W est Coast “ Crown P rince,” 
D a v id  J. Beck.

A t  the A F L  E xecu tive Council 
m eeting in Chicago las t week, 
Tobin in troduced and secured the 
passage o f a reso lu tion  “ to sup­
p o rt the In te rn a tio n a l B ro th e r­
hood o f Team sters in  its  f ig h t  to 
m a in ta in  its  ju r is d ic tio n  against 
a n o n -a ffilia te d  o rgan iza tion ” —  
th a t is, to  approve the s tr ik e ­
b reak ing  by Beck aga inst the 
In te rn a tion a l Association o f M a­
ch in is ts  on s tr ik e  a t the Boeing 
p la n t here.
Tob in  h im se lf heatedly disclaim ed 
reports  o f “ any fr ic tio n , however 
in fin ite sm a l, ex is ting  between 
m yse lf and my close personal 
friend , Dave Beck, in whom I 
repose every fu l l  tru s t and con­
fidence.”

This substantia tes F a r r e l l  
Dobbs’ w a rn ing  to w e ll-m eaning 
-Seattle un ion is ts  who believed 
th a t Tobin would intervene 
against the scandalous conduct 
o f Beck. Speaking on the basis 
o f his years o f d irec t experience 
w ith  Tobin inside the Teamsters, 
Dobbs exposed T ob in ’s bureaucra­
tic  and gangste r ru le  o f the IB T  
and advised the local progressive 
un ion is ts  to organize th e ir  forces 
fo r  a c lear cu t f ig h t  against the 
en tire  Team sters bureaucracy 
fro m  Tobin on down.

T h is  sound advice has found a

genuine and g ro w in g  response in 
the labor movement here. The re ­
v o lt against Beck’s— and T ob in ’s 
— s trikeb rea k ing  a t Boeing A ir ­
c ra ft  has grow n to  sizable p ro ­
portions and is m ounting fro m  
day to  day. Th is in tu rn  has 
heartened the 11,000 members o f 
IA M  Lodge 751 who are s t i l l  on 
s tr ik e  a fte r  f iv e  m onths and s t i l l  
de fy in g  the company and its  a lly  
D ave  Beck.

How  e ffe c tive ly  Dobbs’ blast 
has shaken Beck is shown by the 
fact tha t the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  has been made the main 
ta rg e t o f Beck’s verbal attacks. 
The A ug. 20 W ashington Team ­
ster, Beck’s personal organ, de­
livered a fron t-page  ed ito ria l 
howl aga inst F a rre ll Dobbs and 
charged him  w ith  ta k in g  over the 
leadership in  the f ig h t  against 
Beck’s scabherding. The A ug. 27 
issue o f Beck’s sheet seeks to 
lin k  Dobbs w ith  the re v o lt o f the 
A F L  R e ta il C lerks aga inst Beck’s 
dom ination and in. another a rtic le  
ed ito ria lizes aga inst the “ T ro t- 
sky ites.”

T H E  SCORE
Here is the score fo r  the last 

tw o weeks in  the ba ttle  waged 
inside and outside the Team sters 
Un ion aga inst Dave Beck.

3. The Puget Sound Council of 
the A F L  Lum ber and S aw m ill 
W orkers, an a f f i l ia te  o f the B ro- 

(Continued on page 4)

increase in a t in y , obscure item , 
and w ithou t comment.

W E A K  C LA U S E
It  is true, as The M ilita n t po in t­

ed out las t M ay, th a t the GM 
escalator clause is weak in a num ­
ber o f respects. I t  pe rm its  a re ­
duction in the wage scale o f up 
to five  cents an hour fo r  com­
parable decreases in  the BLS cost- 
o f- liv in g  index. However, i t  places 
no ce iling  on the possible am ount 
o f au tom atic wage increases.

The ch ie f weakness o f the GM 
wage clause is tha t i t  s ta rted  at 
too low  a base wage. Moreover, 
the contract a llows the company 
to raise production quotas almost 
at w ill.  Now the corpora tion is 
p u ttin g  on a speed-up d rive  to 
squeeze more production out o f 
the w orkers. T h is  weakness has 
always been a notorious fea tu re  
of recent GM contracts, however, 
and has noth ing to do w ith  the 
s lid in g  scale clause.

Undoubtedly, many w orkers 
and unions w ill s ta r t to inves ti­
gate closely the advantages of 

• the s lid in g  scale clause as a re ­
su lt o f the benefits a lready 
gained fo r  the GM workers. A l­
though the GM con tract by no 
means contains the ideal escalator 
clause, i t  has dem onstrated the 
poss ib ilities  o f such clauses in 
p ro tec ting  rea l wages d u rin g  an 
in fla t io n a ry  period.

CIO P O S IT IO N
In  sp ite  o f th is  fa c t, the CIO 

leaders, fo r  instance, are t ry in g  
to b e litt le  the value o f the s lid ing  
scale wage program . The Aug. 
SO CIO  News greets the GM wage 
increase w ith  the headline: “ GM 
W orkers Know  C o s t-O f-L iv ing  
Bonus ‘Does N o t Raise T h e ir L iv ­
in g  S tandard.’ ”

T h a t’s true . B u t i t  does enable 
th e ir  liv in g  standard to  keep bet­
te r  pace w ith  prices— and th a t ’s 
a ll an escalator clause is intended 
fo r. C e rta in ly , the CIO  w orkers 
who obtained on ly lim ite d  f la t  
increases la s t S pring  are having 
th e ir  l iv in g  standards reduced 
da ily  by in fla tio n .

The C IO  News tries  to  counter­
pose to the s lid ing  scale wage 
program  the f ig h t to ha lt in f la ­
tion . But the s lid in g  scale p ro ­
gram  is the f ir s t  im m ediate and 
e ffec tive  measure in th a t f ig h t.  
I f  a ll wages were protected by 
escalator clauses, the corpora­
tions would hesitate to raise p r i­
ces know ing i t  would mean an 
au tom atic  and equal wage in ­
crease.

SWP Blasts CIO Chiefs
For Supporting Truman

Joseph Kutcher, legless war veteran, (second from  le f t )  te lls  press conference o f his de ter­
m ina tion  to f ig h t  dism issal fro m  N ew ark V e te rans ’ A d m in is tra tio n  job. Members o f the K u tcher 
C iv il R igh ts  Com m ittee backing up K u tch e r’s f ig h t,  are shown ( le f t  to r ig h t ) :  George Novack, 
secre tary o f the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee and na tiona l secretary o f the K u tcher defense com­
m ittee ; K u tch e r; C arl Holderm an, president o f the New Jersey CIO  C ouncil; and Rev. John I. 
Danie l, chapla in o f the N ew ark area council o f the A m erican Veterans’ Com m ittee.

— Photograph courtesy o f the New -York STAR

Harold Russell to Head 
Kutcher Defense Group

Harold Russell, handless World War II veteran and star of the Academy Award motion 
picture, “ The Best Years of Our Lives,”  has accepted the national chairmanship of the defense 
committee for James Kutcher,® ------------------------------------
legless Newark veteran w ho 
faces dism issal fro m  his !?40-a- 
week Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  
job because o f his membership in  
the Socia list W orkers  P arty .

K u tcher, who lost both legs in 
com bat in  I ta ly  and has tau gh t 
h im se lf to  w a lk  w ith  a r t if ic ia l 
lim bs and tw o  canes, has cha l­
lenged the 30-day dism issal no­
tice sent h im  on Aug. 13. He is 
f ig h t in g  fo r  his r ig h t  to his gov­
ernm ent job despite his adm itted 
a f f i l ia t io n  w ith  an organ ization 
on T rum an ’s and A tto rn e y  Gen­
era l C la rk ’s po litica l b lack lis t.

M r. Russell, whose p o rtra ya l o f 
the disabled N avy veteran in 
“ The Best Years o f O ur L ives”  
won him  na tiona l acclaim, is a 
hospita l buddy o f Kutcher. They

occupied ad jo in ing  beds fo r  f iv e  
months in the W a lte r Reed Hospi­
ta l. When in fo rm ed o f the “ lo y ­
a lty ”  purge action against his 
fo rm er hospita l-m ate, M r. Rus­
sell im m edia te ly  o ffe red his serv­
ices in  K u tche r’s defense.

O ther na tiona lly -fam ous vete r­
ans o f the las t w a r have also 
jo ined the defense com m ittee. 
They include B il l M au ld in , ou t­
s tanding W orld  W ar I I  cartoonist, 
P u litze r prize w inne r and au thor 
o f the best-se lling  books, “ Up 
F ro n t”  and “ Back Home” ; and 
M erle  M ille r, fo rm e r executive 
ed ito r o f Yanx m agazine, au thor 
o f the d is tinguished novel, “ T ha t 
W in te r,”  now an ed ito r o f H a rp ­
e r’s M agazine and a m ember of 
the N a tiona l P lann ing Board o f

Kutdier’s Answer to Purgers
The following letter was sent by James Kutcher 

to the Veterans Administration Loyalty Board after 
he was informed by the board chairman that he was 
fired from his job as clerk because of membership 
in the Newark Branch of the Socialist Workers 
Parts-.

135 Seth Boyden Terrace
N ew ark  5, N. J.
A ug us t 25, 1948

M r. B en jam in E. Hinden 
Chairm an, L o y a lty  Board 
Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  
Branch O ffice No. 3 
5000 W issahiclcon Avenue 
P h iladelph ia  1, Penna.

Dear S ir :
In  rep ly  to you r le tte r  dated A ugust 13, n o tify in g  

me th a t I am to be removed fro m  m y job as a c le rk  
in the Veterans A d m in is tra tio n  office in  N ew ark  on 
the grounds o f m y membership in the S ocia lis t Y o r k ­
ers P a rty , I hereby challenge you r r ig h t  to do so.

i! have never denied m y m em bership in  the Socialist 
W orkers  P a r ty ;  1 do not deny i t  now; on the con tra ry , 
I  p roud ly  a ff irm  it. W hat I do deny is the fa lse accusa­
tion  th a t the Socia list W orkers P a rty  is “ subversive”  
o r advocates the ove rth row  o f the governm ent by force 
and violence.

The S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  has pu b lic ly  demanded 
th a t i t  be removed from  the “ subversive”  b lack lis t 
compiled by A tto rn e y  General C la rk ; i t  has pub lic ly  
requested a hearing fo r  th a t purpose. Instead o f g ra n t­
in g  such a hearing, the ad m in is tra tio n  has rejecter! th is  
request and is proceeding to  pu n itive  and d isc rim in a to ry  
measures aga inst the members o f the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty . T h is  procedure v io la tes m y  cons titu tiona l and 
c iv il r ig h ts  and smacks o f the w o rs t practices employed 
in  police states.

I  entered the armed forces in  January, 1941. M y 
d ra ft  board did no t ask me about m y p o lit ic a l v iews or 
the  p a rty  to  w h ich  I  belonged; they d ra fte d  me. I  be­
came an in fa n trym a n , serv ing  in  the 9th and 3rd

D iv is ions and p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the N o rth  A fr ic a n , 
S ic ilian  and Ita lia n  campaigns. When I  was a t San 
P ie tro , I ta ly ,  in  Novem ber 1943, the German m o rta r 
crew  on the o ther side o f the lines did no t ask me about 
my po litica l views o r the p a r ty  to w h ich I  belonged; 
they fired a t me. The a rm y  surgeons did no t ask me 
about my po litica l views o r the p a r ty  to w h ich I  be­
longed; they am putated both m y legs, one above the 
knee, the o ther ju s t below. The A rm y  did no t ask me 
about m y p o lit ic a l views o r the p a rty  to which I  
belonged when i t  gave me the P urp le  H eart.

I t  took me a long tim e  to learn to use my a rtif ic ia l 
lim bs, bu t I  learned how in order to g e t a jo b  because 
1 m ust con tribu te  to the support o f m y aged and sick 
parents. You can understand th a t i t  is no t too easy 
to ge t a job when you have no legs. B u t tw o  years ago 
th is  m onth I  w en t 'to  w o rk  fo r  the Veterans A d m in ­
is tra tio n , and have filled  m y job  s a tis fa c to rily . Now 
you propose to deprive me o f th a t job, solely because 
o f m y po litica l views and the p a rty  to  w h ich 1 belong. 
T h is  is p o lit ic a l persecution, and I  in tend to  f ig h t 
aga inst i t  w ith  a ll m y v ig o r— because m y job is a t 
stake, because a g rea t p rinc ip le  in vo lv ing  m y own 
r ig h ts  is affected, and because i t  concerns thousands o f 
o ther governm ent employees, m any o f them veterans, 
whose r ig h ts  are s im ila r ly  threatened by th is  d ic ta to r­
ia l procedure.

1 make no secret o f m y views o r those o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty , which have been pu b lic ly  expressed fo r  
m any years over the rad io  and in  the press. I  believe 
th a t Socialism is the on ly system th a t can b rin g  
hum an ity  peace and freedom , and in support o f th a t 
be lie f I  propose next November, w hethe r employed by 
the governm ent or not, to vote, fo r  the  Socialist W o rk ­
ers P a rty  na tiona l ticke t, F a rre ll Dobbs fo r  President 
and D r. Grace Carlson fo r  V ice-President. I do no t 
advocate force and violence to  achieve Socialism ; the 
on ly tim e  in m y li fe  I  ever practiced force and violence 
was under the orders g iven me in  the A rm y  by the 
U . S. Government. I  did no t believe th a t the recent 
w a r was a w a r to eradicate fascism  and to  establish 
the “ fo u r  freedom s,”  and eve ry th ing  th a t has happened

since the end o f the w a r strengthens me in  th a t be lie f. 
F urthe rm ore , I  am opposed to  the prepara tions fo r  a 
new war. I  am opposed to re s tr ic tiv e  leg is la tion  against 
labor and m in o r ity  groups. I  am opposed to rac ia l 
d isc rim in a tio n  in  every fo rm . I  am opposed to w itch  
hunts and attacks on c iv i l r ig h ts . And I  am in  fa v o r o f 
po litica l O rganization and action by the w o rk in g  people, 
who represent the g re a t m a jo r ity  o f the popu lation, to 
put an end to  these evils.

You have the r ig h t  to disagree w ith  m y views, bu t 
not to deprive ine o f m y job  fo r  ho ld ing them, o r fo r  
be longing to  a p a rty  and associa tihg w ith  people who 
share them o r c o n trib u tin g  m y money to  support o f a 
newspaper th a t defends them. I  contend th a t I have 
the same r ig h t  to a governm ent job as you o r any 
o ther Am erican, and th a t no t a sing le  shred o f real 
lib e rty  w ill rem ain fo r  anyone in  th is  coun try  i f  1 and 
o ther po litica l opponents o f the a d m in is tra tion  in 
W ashington are to be hounded out o f our jobs because 
o f the princ ip les we believe in. I  have a lready been 
deprived o f both m y legs and m y freedom  o f move­
ment. I do not propose to have any governm ent o ffic ia l 
deprive me o f m y freedom  o f tho ugh t and expression 
and my l ig h t  to earn a liv in g . The methods employed 
aga inst me are those o f to ta lita r ia n is m  and no t o f 
democracy.

Please consider th is  as m y w ritte n  re p ly  to you r 
charges and m y w r it te n  request fo r  the ad m in is tra tive  
hearing  before the Branch L o y a lty  Board, re fe rre d  to 
in  Paragraph 2 o f you r le tte r, a lthough lik e  many 
o ther people I  consider the en tire  procedure involved 
ivi these hearings as ille g a l and unconstitu tiona l. I 
ins is t, however, th a t th is  hearing  be open to the public 
and the press, since I  feel th a t th is  issue concerns the 
Am erican people as a whole. F o r the same reason, I 
cannot re s tr ic t  the defense o f m y job  to these channels 
alone, and serve notice on you th a t I  w i l l  take such 
o ther measures as I  m ay find suitable.

I  a ff irm  th a t a ll the statem ents made above are true , 
to the best o f m y in fo rm a tio n  and a b ility .

(s igned) James K utcher
JK  :ra

the Am erican Veterans C om m it­
tee.

Am ong lead ing union spokes­
men on the K u tche r C iv il R ights  
Com m ittee is Carl Holderm an, 
President o f the New Jersey CIO 
Council

In  addition to the na tiona l de­
fense com m ittee, a New Jersey 
state com m ittee has been estab­
lished, headed by Peetr F lynn , 
s tate CIO S ecre tary-Treasurer.

K u tcher was no tifie d  las t week 
th a t he w ill be g iven a hearing on 
his case before the L o y a lty  Board 
o f B ranch No. 3 o f the Veterans 
A d m in is tra tio n , in P h iladelph ia  
on Sept. 10. In  rep ly  to the notice 
from  Branch L o y a lty  Board 
Chairm an Ben jam in  E. H inden, 
K u tche r w ro te  th a t he w ill attend 
the hearing , toge ther w ith  his 
a tto rney  and witnesses, a lthough 
he considers the en tire  procedure 
‘‘unconstitu tiona l and undemocra­
t ic .”

He repeated in his le tte r  to 
H inden his demand fo r  a hearing  
open to the public and the press. 
However, H inden has stated the 
hearing w ill be held behind closed 
doors. In  a personal in te rv ie w

H A R O LD  R U S S E LL

w ith  George Novack, na tional 
secre tary o f the K u tcher defense 
com m ittee, H inden cla im ed th a t 
T rum an ’s “ lo y a lty ”  purge order 
a llow s on ly p riva te  hearings in 
order, so he said, to “ p ro tect the 
ind iv idua l fro m  adverse pub lic ­
ity . ”  M r. N ovack rep lied : “ Th is 
ind iv idua l (K u tc h e r) considers 
his on ly  p ro tection  is the greatest 
possible p u b lic ity .”

Also Scores Wallace Backing 
Of Old-Line Party Candidates

By FARRELL DOBBS and GRACE CARLSON
SUP Candidates fo r  P resident and Vice-President

A fte r  g iv in g  shame-faced and back-door support to T rum an  Tor 
several months, the m a jo r ity  o f you CIO and A F L  leaders have de­
cided to  brazen it. out. You have f in a lly  announced open and even 
“ enthusiastic”  support fo r  the man who has broken more s trikes 
than any president in  U . S. h is to ry .

N e ve r w i l l  you be able to  ju s t i fy  th is  p o litica l be tra ya l before 
the w orkers o f Am erica. We con fide n tly  pred ic t th a t m illio ns  o f 
w orkers w ill repud iate you r choice e ith e r by s tay in g  home on elec­
tion  day or casting  an unprecedented pro test vote fo r  m in o r ity  
p a rty  candidates.

We have used the words “ brazen i t  o u t”  advisedly— p a rtic u la r ly  
in the case o f you and you r lieutenants, P h ilip  M u rra y . O nly those 
devoid o f a ll respect fo r  the in te lligence o f the w orkers, would dare 
to take the position you do on T rum an a fte r  you r p u b lic ly  expressed 
a ttitu d e  tow ard  h im  and his po litica l henchmen these past 3 years.

As we read the sta tem ent of you r P o litica l A ction  Com m ittee 
on Sept. I, say ing th a t “ the -p la tfo rm  o f the Dem ocratic P a rty  and 
the record o f H a rry  S. T rum an and Senator A lben W. B a rk lqy  are 
deserving o f en thusiastic support,”  the re  came v iv id ly  to  m ind a 
sta tem ent you made on a d iffe re n t occasion, B ro th e r M u rra y , nearly  
three years ago.

Then, in a na tion-w ide broadcast, you scored the T rum an 
A d m in is tra tio n  in  b it in g  and t ru th fu l words. You assailed his 
demand tha t the GM w orkers ca ll o f f  th e ir  s tr ik e  w ith ou t a contract 
and his o rder se ttin g  up his notorious “ fac t-find in fg ”  system  o f 
com pulsory a rb itra tio n .

P o in tin g  to the un ion-busting  arrogance o f the b illio n a ire  cor­
porations, you declared: “ To a ll th is  arrogance, the Federal A d ­
m in is tra tio n  ( th a t is, the T R U M A N  ad m in is tra tio n ) y ie lds in  ab ject 
cowardice. I ts  rancor is confined to  labo r.”  You charged th a t  the 
resu lts o f T rum an ’s polic ies could on ly  be “ to weaken and u ltim a te ly  
to destroy labo r union organ izations. I t  can be but the f i r s t  step 
fo r  even more savage le g is la tive  repression ”

And dc you remember w hat you said a year la te r, when Trum an, 
on Dec. 3, 1946, announced tha t he was sending to the new— the 
80th Congress— “ the strongest measure I know how to prepare”  to 
illeg a lize  the closed shop and impose com pulsory a rb itra tio n ?  Do 
you remember what you said when T rum an  endorsed the in fam ous 
Case an ti- la bo r b i ll and boasted he hoped to “ steal the m arch”  and 
“ beat the Republicans to  the punch.”

You called the T rum an ad m in is tra tio n  and the Dem ocratic- 
contro lled 79th Congress “ the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f a reactionary  coa li­
t io n ,”  and “ a de liberate and m onstrous m ovem ent”  to “ destroy the 
labor movem ent.”  A nd when T rum an in it ia te d  his pu n itive  in ­
ju nc tion  and m illio n -d o lla r f in e  aga inst the s tr ik in g  m iners, you 
said: “ A ll the social, economic and le g is la tive  gains o f the past 
decade are in d ire  danger. The recent cou rt in ju n c tio n  against 
the U n ited  M ine W orkers and the vengefu l f in e  imposed is b u t 
the f ir s t  step.”

Trum an 's Record on In ju n c tio n s
Has a n y th in g  changed since then, to  a lte r  you r judgm ent?  

Ask the A F L  typog raph ica l workers. A sk the coal m iners. A sk  
you r own members in the CIO M a ritim e  W orkers U n ion. A ll of 
them have fe lt  the la s t o f T rum an ’s s tr ike -b rea k ing  in junc tions—• 
T a ft-H a rt le y  in junctions— w ith in  the past s ix  m onths. Do you th in k  
they can back T rum an “ on his record”  w ith  “ enthusiasm ”  ?

W hy, on ly tw o months ago you and your lieutenan ts were 
begging the Dem ocratic Convention to  nom inate anybody— anybody 
at a ll— in place o f T rum an. Your colleague Jack K ro ll, head o f the 
C IO -PAC , complained pub lic ly  tha t i f  T rum an were nom inated 
m illions  o f CIO members would “ s it on th e ir  hands”  next election 
day. He was r ig h t.  They w ill.  And you, P h ilip  M u rra y , and the 
rest o f the union leaders who o ffe r  them  no th ing  b u t fu r th e r  support 
o f the discredited cap ita lis t candidates, are responsible.

You, and the. 35 members o f you r CIO N a tion a l E xecutive 
Board who voted to  endorse Trum an, b it te r ly  attacked the S ta lin is t 
m in o r ity  o f the Board fo r  backing W allace. W ho b u t you and the 
o ther union leaders c lin g in g  to the ba nkru p t “ tw o -p a rty  system ”  
are responsible fo r  the g ro w th  o f the W allace movem ent? W allace 
secs the w ide-spread sen tim ent fo r  a labor p a rty  which you have 
obstina te ly  and b lin d ly  tr ie d  to  suppress. He is t r y in g  to  cap ita lize  
on th is  sentim ent. And, n a tu ra lly , hundreds o f thousands o f w o rk ­
ers who are o ffe red  no w ay out fro m  you r p o litica l b lin d  a lley  w i l l  
tu rn  in m isguided hope to the demagogue W allace.

They w il l  be m istaken— but not fo r  the reasons you give. 
T h e ir sentim ent fo r  a break w ith  the old-line c a p ita lis t pa rties  is 
progressive and sound. B u t they are being lu red in to  another 
ca p ita lis t p a r ty — even though labeled a “ progressive th ird  p a rty .” ;'

T h a t is fra n k ly  adm itted in  the appeal fo r  “ rea l w o rk in g  u n ity ”  
between the C IO -P A C  and the W allace pa rty , issued the day a fte r  
your Board m eeting by C.B. Baldw in, W allace ’s cam paign m anager. 
B aldw in pointed out tha t “ o f the 56 Congressmen whom the CIO 
News rates as 80 per cent libe ra l o r be tte r, there are few whom we 
w ill oppose.”  T h a t’s r ig h t. You a ll stand fo r  the same th in g , 
rea lly . The con tinuation  o f the cap ita lis t m onopoly o f po litics .

G u ilty  o f Same Crim e
You and the S ta lin is ts  whom you denounce so b it te r ly  fo r  

th e ir  fo re ign  po licy  are re a lly  g u ilty  o f the same crim e : You are 
a tte m p tin g  by every means o f deceit and treachery  to  prevent thfe 
Am erican workers from  w inn ing  th e ir  po litica l independence, fro m  
bu ild in g  th e ir  own CLASS p a rty  based on th e ir  own organ izations, 
the unions.

T ha t is a po licy tha t our p a rty , the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , is 
f ig h t in g  to defeat. W e are cam paign ing on a p rogram  o f m ob iliz in g  
the Am erican w o rk in g  class in to  a p a rty  o f th e ir  own th a t w i l l  
uncom prom is ing ly  ba ttle  aga inst the ca p ita lis t pa rties  and fo r  a 
W orkers and Farm ers Government.

You, the (op union leaders, o ffe r  the w orkers on ly a dev il’s 
choice between corrup t, d iscred ited po litica l agents o f B ig  Business, 
We, the Socialist W orkers  P a rty , o ffe r  (he on ly  rea l choice: Inde-< 
pendent Labor P o litica l A ction  th rough Labor’s Own P arty .

You A m erican w orkers who rea lize the need fo r  th is  program , 
can best advance i t  by vo tin g  fo r  the on ly candidates who f ig h t  fo r  
th is  program  in  th is  election. S upport Dobbs and Carlson,! That 
is the way to  f ig h t  fo r  a p a rty  o f you r own.
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'The Naked and the Dead’— A  Review
By Paul Schapiro

TUB N AKED  AND  77//- | 
DBAD by Norman Mailer, j 
• Rinehart a n d  Company, 

I94S. (721 />/>., $4.00 )
The Naked and the Dead is 

the story of a handful of men. 
the Intelligence and Reconnais­
sance P latoon o f a U.S. A rm y  
d iv is ion invading- the island o f 
Anopopei in the Pacific. Exposed 
to  the w ar, w ith  its  iong periods 
o f intense boredom punctuated by 
sho rte r periods o f intense te rro r, 
w ith  its  body-destroying fa tig ue  
and its  nerve-corrod ing suppres­
sed fe a r th a t one’s num ber m ust 
be f in a lly  com ing up, each be­
comes a t the core o f his being a 
qu ive ring  mass o f s u ffe rin g  
around which he a ttem pts  to 
th ro w  a hard, res is tan t pro tective 
covering. Each one, except fo r  
the defenseless butts, the Jewish 
Soldiers Roth and Goldstein and 
the s lo w -th in k in g  d ir t- fa rm e r

Ridges, jeers a t the others and 
curses endlessly; each one, ex­
cept Corpora l Tog lio , who repeats 
rill o f the p a trio tic  p la titudes  and 
is held in contem pt as a “ boy 
scout,”  grouses b it te r ly  a t the 
arm y. T he ir speech and action is 
presented so accurate ly and w ith  
such copious de ta il th a t not only 
fo rm e r GPs bu t those who have 
never been in  the a rm y w ill 
recognize its  complete au then tic ­
ity .

The platoon, however, not only 
has a group physiognom y; i t  is 
composed o f ind iv iduals, men who 
were fa rm ers, sm all businessmen, 
p e tty  racketeers, salesmen and 
d r ifte rs . There is Red Valsen, 
who ran away as a boy from  tlfe 
g r in d in g  poverty and w ork  o f a 
M ontana m in ing -tow n and be­
came a hobo, determ ined never to 
a llow  h im se lf to become tied 
down; M artinez, the M exican boy 
from  Texas, near c rack ing  but 
buttressed by his pride in being 
a sergeant in command o f w h ite

P ro testan ts ; G allagher, the Bos­
ton fascist, a “ revo lu tiona ry  re ­
versed,”  whose bitte rness at the 
narrowness o f his li fe  finds vent 
against easy scapegoats. In  synop­
tic  accounts o f th e ir  lives, in te r ­
posed in the na rra tive  where we 
are beginning to  know the in d i­
vidual concerned, M a ile r gives us 
a p ic tu re  o f the social m ilieu  and 
the home environm ent which has 
made them w hat they are. O f 
diverse backgrounds each has 
nevertheless been in some way 
m alfo rm ed by the society which 
has brought them together in the 
same blind, cruel m anner in which 
it  has shaped th e ir  lives.

The n a rra tive  itse lf, the s to ry  
o f the land ing on Anopopei, the 
cam paign, and the f in a l defeat of 
the Japanese and the m opping-up 
o f the island, moves slow ly. 
M a ile r is in te n t on showing w hat 
the cam paign means fo r  these 
men: i t  is a pro tracted, g ru e ling  
experience, a weary tre a d m ill o f 
m isery and shapeless ho rro r and

unending sameness. The novel 
consequently is a lm ost e n tire ly  
S tatic, but the photographic rea l­
ism o f the rep e titive  banalities 
and obscenities o f the men’s con­
versation and o f such incidents 
as the charge o f scream ing Japa­
nese soldiers, the d ragg ing  of 
heavy, re fra c to ry  an ti-ta n k  guns 
to the po in t o f complete exhaus­
tion  and the drunken loo ting  of 
Japanese corpses, m ainta ins the 
reader’s in terest.

Moreover, in  the pa tro l which 
comes as the fin a l tig h te n in g  o f 
the rack near (he end o f the book, 
the novel achieves a sha tte ring  
c lim ax. The pa tro l has its  o r ig in  
in General Cum m ing’s antagon­
ism towards his fo rm er aide, 
L ieu tenant Hearn, whom he has 
put in  charge o f the platoon. The 
pa tro l continues because Sergeant 
C ro ft, a k il le r  who hates every­
th in g  outside o f h im self, feels an 
overw helm ing urge to b rin g  the 
platocrt to the top o f.a  m ountain 
even though i t  en fa ils d r iv in g  the

men beyond a ll reason and pu r­
posely a llow ing  Hearn to walk 
in to  a Japanese ambush. I t  is 
meaningless from  every v iewpoin t 
fo r  Cum m ing’s stup id  operations 
c ffic e r, in charge in his absence, 
finds h im se lf obliged by the force 
o f unexpected circumstances to 
mount a b lundering  attack which 
crashes through the Japanese, 
more worn out than was known, 
and sets C um m ing’s clever p lan ­
n ing at naught.

But the platoon knows no th ing 
o f th is . I t  continues on its  m is­
sion. Oue squad is to scale the 
m ounta in ; another squad is to 
haul a wounded man back to the 
beach. The cu lm ina ting  irony is 
th a t both o f the tasks on th is  
u tte r ly  meaningless m ission are 
not carried out. As the squad 
scaling the m ountain is about to 
get to the top ju s t as i t  has 
reached the u tm ost l im it  o f its  
endurance, i t  is attacked by a 
nest o f hornets, which is the fina l 
unbearable d istress th a t routs it.

How Merger Movement 
Swells the Monopolies

The recently released Federal 
Trade Commission report en­
titled. "T H E  M I-] R G li R 
M O VEM ENT: A SUM M ARY 
REPORT” is a highly instruc­
tive document. Every unionist 
should become fa m ilia r  w ith  it. 
I t  ought to be made requ'red 
read ing fo r  a ll those, especially 
.top labor leaders, who believe 
and sow' the illu s ion  th a t the 
g i’ow'th o f m onster monopolies 
and th e ir  s trang lehold on ; his 
na tio n ’s life  can be ha lted or 
eombatted w ith in  the e x is ting  
c a p ita lis t system.

The g is t o f th is  FTC Report 
is th a t g ia n t trus ts  have v ir tu a lly  

ktiped ou t independent and sm aller 
business enterprises even hi diose 
fields where they did no t p re v i­
ously dom inate; and th a t they 
have in trenched themselves s t i l l  
more s tro n g ly  in those basic in ­
dustries where they have now 
ruled fo i decades.

Since 1940, th a t is in recent 
w a r and postw ar years, monopo­
lies have gobbled up “ more than 
2,450 fo rm e rly  independent m an­
u fa c tu r in g  and m in ing  com­
panies,”  whose assets amounted 
to “ some 5.2 b illio n  do lla rs, or 
more than 5 percent o f the to ta l 
assets o f A L L  m anu fac tu ring  
corpora tions in  the coun try .”  

Even m ore im p o rta n t than these 
s taggering  figures is the fa c t th a t 
m onopolization has extended its  
tentacles over suen mass con­
sum er industries  as “ food and 
beverages, te x tile s  and apparel, 
and chemicals (in c lu d in g  d ru g s ).”  
These three tra d itio n a l 'fie ld s  o f 
sm all and dispersed enterprises, 
have, the FTC adm its, “ accounted 
fo r  over one-th ird  o f the to ta l
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num ber o f (recent m onopoly) 
acquis itions.”

I f  any w o rk in g  fa m ily  is s t ill 
’ n doubt as to w hy c lo th ing , food 
and even medicines are so 
ou trageously h ig h -p r ic e d  (and 
shooting ever h ig h e r), le t them 
reread the above passage. Here 
they have the answer —  the 
monopol sts have been d igg ing  
th e ir hands deeper and deeper 
in to  the pockets o f the poor.

The com pilers o f the FTC 
report do not hesitate to adm it 
tha t it is the “ h igh corporate 
p ro fits  ( th a t)  have fed the m erger 
movement.”  In  fact, h igh pro fits  
— b illions upon b illio n s ! -— have 
fed the monopoly gc-ugers so well 
ib a t today they are in a position 
to do as they please— in pa r­
ticu la r, w ith  regard to prices on 
v ir tu a lly  every necessity.

Le t the reader ponder w e ll the 
fo llo w in g  sing le  sentence fro m  
1 he FTC re p o rt:

“ A t  the end o f June 1947, the 
78 la rge s t corpora tions had s u f­
fic ien t net w o rk in g  cap ita l to  buy 
up the assets o f some 50,000 
m anu fac tu ring  corpora tions o f 
less than 1 m illio n  do lla rs  in- 
assets each, representing  more 
than 90'/I o f a ll the m an u fac tu r­
ing  corpora tions in  the U n ited  
States.”  ’

A mere hand fu l o f tru s ts — less 
than fo u r score o f the m !— are 
able a t w i l l  to  “ buy and se ll”  
v ir tu a lly  a ll the others! W hat is 
more, they no t on ly can, they 
have ac tua lly  been doing H!

A L L  PHASE S
A ccord ing to the FTC  repo rt, 

“ the rece.it m erger movement has 
extended to v ir tu a lly  a ll phases 
o f m an u fac tu ring  and m in ing . . .”  
Th is a c tiv ity  o f the monopolists 
has been c lim b in g  upwards very 
sharp ly. “ In  the fina l qu a rte r o f 
1^47, more m ergers were repor­
ted than in any fo u rth  qu a rte r—  
w ith  the s ingle exception o f 1945 
-s in c e  1920,”  the re p o rt goes on 
: o. add.

The tendency tow ard concentra­
tion  and m onopolization has fo l­
lowed— since the firs t monopolies 
were born at the close o f the 
N ineteenth C entu ry— one pa tte rn  
and cn lv  one— upwards. Laws 
and regu la tions passed under 
cap ita lism  are o f no ava il. N o t 
alone because it  is the m onopol­
ists themselves who d ic ta te  the 
laws, to say no th ing  o f evading 
them. It is also because the in ­
herent tendency o f cap ita lism  is 
fo r monopolies to grow  u n til they 
com plete ly fuse w ith  the state, 
devouring in the process th e ir  
sm all com petitors, along w ith  the 
liv in g  standards o f the people and 
a ll th e ir cherished libe rties  and

rig h ts .
The FTC re p o rt bewails the 

loopholes in the C layton A c t, 
which was supposed to  have pu t 
teeth in to  the Sherman A n ti-  
T ru s t A ct, wh ich, In its  tu rn , was 
f irs t enforced no t aga inst the 
tru s ts  bu t aga inst tbe e a rly  labor 
movem ent under Debs. The FTC  
now wants these l o o p h o l e s  
“ plugged up.”  A ll th is is a reac­
tion a ry  u top ia  fro m  w hich on ly 
the corpora tions can benefit. A ll 
Ihe publicized so-called tru s t- 
busting  ac tiv itie s  o f Theodore 
Roosevelt, W oodrow W ilson and 
F ra n k lin  Roosevelt on ly  succeeded 
in fu r th e r  bu ild in g  up ' and 
s treng then ing  the trus ts .

To destroy the corpora tions and 
th e ir  power, before they destroy 
th is  coun try , i t  is  necessary to 
take the measures proposed in 
the E lection P la tfo rm  o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty :

N a tiona lize  the basic industries, 
a!' w ar plants, a ll na tu ra l re ­
sources, and operate them in the 
in terests o f the producers and 
consumers by dem ocra tica lly 
elected com m ittees o f workers 
and technic ians! N a tiona lize  the 
b a n k s !  In s titu te  a planned 
economy o f abundance, based on 
production fo r use, not fo r p ro fit!

A to m  P o w e r f o r  Peace

A h int o f what atom ic power could do fo r  c iv iliza tio n  i f  pu t 
to peaceful, constructive use is th is  model o f an atom ic m otor 
designed by D r. R ichard C. H itchcock o f P ittsbu rgh . Soon to  be 
displayed at the atom ic energy show in New Y ork , the m otor is 
powered by the dome-shaped m in ia tu re  atom-sm asher a t r ig h t, 
packs an e lectrosta tic  wa llop o f 200,000 vo lts and tu rns  TOO revo­
lu tions a m inute. Federated P ictures
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in the vice-presidential cam­
paign this year has a particular 
significance fo r  the women o f 
Am erica. T h is  is the centennia l 
o f the organized fig h t fo r  women’s 
r ig h ts . One hundred years ago, 
in 1848, when the old feudal laws 
rega rd ing  women began crum b l­
ing  and New Y o rk  State passed 
the M arried  W omen’s P roperty  
A c t which cancelled the r ig h ts  
o f the husband to con tro l the 
w ife ’s p rope rty , the f i r s t  W omen’s 
R igh ts  Convention was held, out 
o f w h ich grew  the  w e ll-know n 
S uffrage tte  Movement.

The weakness o f the S uffragette  
Movement— and thousands o f men 
jo ined in th a t ba ttle  as w e ll as 
women— was th a t i t  viewed the 
s trugg le  as s im p ly  one to ga in 
the “ R igh t to  V o te " fo r  women; 
tha t th is  was the so lu tion to a ll 
ihe problem s fac ing  hum an ity . 
A c tu a lly  women are lea rn ing  tha t 
they can w in  th e ir  freedom only 
when a ll hum an ity  is freed from  
economic servitude. To be able to 
develop th e ir  personal ta len ts in 
the social and economic fields, as 
w e ll as in  th e ir own specific field, 
(bat o f bearing ch ildren, women 
must be freed from  the fear o f 
in secu rity  and want.

Susan B. A n thony  I I ,  g rand­
niece o f the crusading Susan B. 
A nthony o f the S u ffrage tte  Move­
ment, w ro te  an a rtic le  in the J u ly  
17 Saturday E ven ing Post which 
has been w ide ly  commented upon. 
The newspaper colum nists are a ll 
t ry in g  to make the Am erican 
woman satisfied w ith  the present 
system which keeps her in  eco­
nomic servitude. These w rite rs  
bewail the fa c t th a t women are 
no t us ing th e ir  huge vo tin g  bloc.

W O M EN D IS IL L U S IO N E D
Some o f the fac ts  b rough t out 

by Miss A n thony are ind ica tive  
o f the d is illus ionm ent o f women. 
They feel th a t none o f the e x is t­
ing  o rgan iza tions in  the fie ld to ­
day have a p rogram  which figh ts  
fo r  th e ir  tru e  in terests. Miss 
A n th ony  fu r th e r  b rings  ou t tha t 
the num ber o f women lawyers, 
doctors, educators and even those 
g e ttin g  college degrees was on 
the decline even before the w ar,

a lthough the actua l num ber of 
w o rk ing  women increased, and 
today women outnum ber men 
voters.

The p rogram  which M iss A n ­
thony advances fo r  a new women’s 
movement does c red it to  her study 
and understand ing o f wom en’s 
problems. They are:

1. Co-operative and universal 
nursery schools fo r pre - school 
children.

2. Co-operative houseclcaning 
services.

3. Prepared-m eal serv ices 'that 
would de live r hot cooked dinners 
to double-earner fam ilies.

41 -Professional shopping serv­
ices. The average woman is ju s t 
as unskilled in  buying as the 
average man, and the work 
wastes her tim e.

5. Government insured m a te r­
n ity  benefits, before ch ildbearing 
and du ring  nursing.

D a ily  we read o f parents, and 
especially m others, leav ing  ch il- 
citen alone and uncared fo r  w h ile  
they are ou t seeking amusement. 
Newspapers pretend to  be shock- 
fed a t these heartless mothers. 
Unable to meet the social cris is  
crum b ling  fa m ily  life , many wo­
men are f i l l in g  our in s titu tio n s  
fo r  the m en ta lly  u n fit as w e ll as 
the pen iten tia ries.

S O LU T IO N  IN  P O LIT IC S
The so lv ing o f the problem  o f 

women’s r ig h ts  is s im ila r  to  the 
problem o f w inn ing  em ancipation 
fo r  o ther oppressed sections o f 
the popu lation. I t  can only be 
done by women o rgan iz ing  them ­
selves to f ig h t fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts  and 
a lig n in g  themselves w ith  the 
g rea t progressive movements in 
our society. Women — like  the 
oppressed Negro people and 
m in o rity  groups— m ust ce rta in ly  
get in to  po litics  to  w in  th e ir  
r ig h ts . But no m ore than other 
oppressed group ings can they  w in 
these r ig h ts  by supporting  the 
parties o f cap ita lism . Women can 
emerge, as a p o lit ic a l force on ly 
by w o rk in g  fo r  the creation o f a 
re w  p o lit ic a l p a r ty  o f the w o rk ­
ing  people, rep resenting  and 
responsive to th e ir  in terests.

Grace Carlson, v ice-presidentia l 
candidate o f the Socialist W ork ­
ers P a rty — the only woman candi­
date fo r  the office— is a symhol

and a banner - bearer o f th is  
s trugg le .

By vo tin g  fo r  Carlson th is  
November women voters w ill bo 
vo tin g  fo r  a candidate who sym ­
bolizes the  fig h t fo r  women’s 
r ig h ts  and a new mass p a rty  o f 
the w o rk in g  people, and a p ro ­
gram  th a t proposes to abolish 
cap ita lism  w ith  its  in secu rity  and 
w a n t and build  a new socia list 
society o f p len ty  and equa lity .

P a rt o f the squad o f stre tcher- 
bearers succumbs to exhaustion, 
hu t Goldstein and Ridges go on, 
so dazed by fa tig ue  th a t, a fte r 
the wounded man dies, they con­
tinue to ca rry  the body through 
the jung le , on ly to lose i t  in  a 
rive r.

D E F E N S E S  B U R N E D  A W A Y
In  th is  in fe rno  o f su ffe rin g , 

Coldste in and Ridges undergo a | 
searing moment in which the 
she lte ring  defenses o f a life -tim e  
are burned away and they are 
le f t  naked and exposed, be re ft 
ro t  on ly o f the dead body bu t o f 
a ll which has protected and sus­
tained them. Goldstein finds  th a t 
his be lie f th a t Jews have been 
born to to rm en t in order th a t they 
m ig h t act. as the conscience o f 
hum an ity  is an illus ion . T he ir 
s u ffe r in g  has tau gh t m ankind 
noth ing. I t  is a burden whose 
c a rry in g  has as l i t t le  value as 
h is c a rry in g  the wounded man. 
Ridges, who has always believed 
in d iv ine purpose, suddenly sees 
th a t a ll h is life  he has worked 
hard to no ava il, as he has done 
ju s t now, and finds God’s w ay to 
be not beneficent bu t m alicious. 
The b lind in g  flash in  w h ich  they 
see themselves naked and alone, 
s tripped bare o f a ll hope or p u r­
pose, is one o f te r r if ic  power.

A t a cruc ia l po in t in  the pa tro l, 
the platoon condemned its e lf  to 
its  agoniz ing experience because 
o f its  in a b ility , as a result o f lack 
o f un ity , to break the iron  m il i­
ta ry  d iscip line and rebel success­
fu lly  againsi C ro ft. The fa ilu re  
of the inc ip ien t rebellion also 
meant the breaking down o f Red 
\  alsen, who has always been a 
lone w o lf uncowed by au th o rity , 
but finds that he cannot m a in ­
ta in  his in te g r ity  in iso la tion 
from  others. Th is breaking down 
of Red’s s p ir it  is  an illu s tra t io n  
o f the thesis o f General Cum ­
mings, the theoretic ian o f a m il i­
tarized Am erica who de ligh ts  in  
his power to con tro l and m an i­
pulate men and who dreams of 
ga in ing new and grea te r powers 
outside o f the a rm y a fte r  the 
w ar. The arm y, he te lls  Hearn, 
is arranged as a “ fea r ladder”  in 
which “ you’re frigh te ne d  o f the 
man above you, and contemptuous 
o f your subordinates”  in  order to 
break the s p ir it  o f the ind iv idua l 
so ld ie r and cause him  to lose any 
idea o f his r ig h ts  as a person.

: General Cum m ings expla ins 
| th a t H it le r ’s dream o f a 1000- 
I year era o f fascism  was sound 

hut Germ any was too weak to put.
! i t  across. .Now A m erica was tak - 
I ing over the task.

The Naked and the Dead not 
j on ly  enables us be tte r to  under­

stand the na ture o f the cap ita lis t 
a rm y ; it  enables us be tte r to un­
derstand the nature o f cap ita lis t 
society o f whose atom ization  of 
the ind iv idua l the a rm y is m erely 
the most concentrated expression. 
And i t  enables us be tte r to  un­
derstand w hat life  would be like  
in the m ilita rize d  A m erica  which 
is the on ly fu tu re  cap ita lism  has 
to o ffe r. “ You can consider the 
A rm y  as a prev iew  o f the fu tu re ,”  
says General Cum m ings— bu t he 
reckons w ithou t the ris in g  mass 
revo lt against him  and his k ind.

P O L IT IC A L  V A C U U M
Even our author, who when he 

w ro te  th is  novel was a k ind  o f 
in te llec tua l anarch ist, opposed to 
a ll organized groups and parties, 
has now come to the conclusion 
th a t th is  is incorrect, and th a t 
you m ust w o rk  in  an organized 
w ay “ i f  you are go ing to accom­
p lish  an y th in g  in you r own fram e­
w ork o f tim e .”  Norm an M a ile r 
now th in ks  th a t the book su ffe rs  
a l i t t le  because i t  was w r itte n  in  
a po litica l vacuum. “ There ’s a 
tendency among too m any le ft is t  
w r ite rs ,”  he started  in  an In te r ­
view' w ith  the New Y o rk  S tar,
“ — and I  th in k  I ’m a l i t t le  g u ilty  
o f i t  in  The Naked and the Dead 
— to avoid a lo t o f problems. The 
hero genera lly  functions in  a 
p o lit ic a lly  colorless fram ew 'o rk.”  1

Campaigning With 
Dobbs and Carlson

By George C larke, SWP Campaign Manager
H a rry  Hraverm an o f Youngs­

town, Ohio, our candidate fo r  
Congress in  the 19th D is tr ic t, is 
the outstanding cam paigner o f 
the week. Readers o f The M il i­
ta n t w ill remember tha t the 
Youngstown Board o f Elections 
th rew  out B raverm an’s pe titions 
because some o f the people who 
signed the petitions had moved 
from  th e ir residence where they 
last reg istered and signed th e ir  
new addresses! And some o f these 
N orthern  cap ita lis t po litic ians 
pretend ind igna tion  because N e­
groes in the South are denied the 
ba llo t.

W ell, H a rry  has made the 
w e lk in  r in g  in h is f ig h t to over­
th ro w  th is  phony ru lin g . F ir s t  he 
made th ings  h o tte r than a fire ­
cracker fo r  the Board o f E lec­
tions. And la s t week he took his 
case to the Ohio Supreme Court. 
He d idn ’t  have the price o f a h igh 
a tto rn e y ’s fee so he boned up on 
alt the hocus-pocus o f the law  
and subm itted his b r ie f w ith o u t 
benefit o f counsel in Columbus. 
The reporters were goggle-eyed, 
they’d never seen an y th in g  like  
i t  before and they gave good 
accounts o f H a rry ’s action in the 
Ohio papers.

I f  H a rry  w ins, they m ay havfe 
to re p r in t a ll the ba llo ts  in the 
19th D is tr ic t. T h a t’l l  learn them 
not to  monkey w ith  the demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts  o f the w o rkers— 
when T ro tsky is ts  are around.

*  *  *

M IN N E S O T A : F a rre ll Dohbs 
came back home last week to the 
town he helped w rite  a union 
label op. He got a rousing w e l­
come. I t  was on a sm all scale 
but s t i l l  a rea l omen o f w hat to 
expect when the tide  tu rns. B a r­
bara Bruce w rite s  tha t there was 
an enthusiastic audience at F a r­
re ll’s m eeting at the Andrew s 
H ote l. A litio s t the en tire  s ta ff o f 
Focal 541— the s ta ff the team st­
ers elected before Tobin and 
Roosevelt declared w ar on the 
union— was there. And so too 
"were numerous d rive rs  s t i l l  in  the 
union su ffe ring  under the ru le  o f 
Tob in ’s gangsters. The audience 
showed they meant business by 
c o n trib u tin g  a to ta l o f $350. 
V incent R. Dunne, candidate fo r 
IJ. S. Senate aga inst Ball, the 
bosses’ man, was in  the chair.

The M inneapolis and St. Paul 
papers gave F a rre ll a b ig  p lay. 
John W ickland, M inneapolis T r i ­
bune w r ite r ,  te lls  w h y : “ Ten 
years ago Dobbs was a force to 
reckon w ith  in M inenapolis labor 
circles. . . He and the Dunne 
bro thers and K a r l Skoglund were 
undoubtedly the most pow erfu l 
labo r leaders th is  c ity  has ever 
know n.”

A  good m eeting was held fo r 
Dobbs in  St. Paul. F a rre ll to ld 
the s to ry  o f the K u tche r case 
and paid tr ib u te  to the va lia n t 
f ig h t o f the packinghouse w o rk ­
ers, m any o f whom  are g e ttin g  
the same d ir ty  trea tm en t from  
the packing t ru s t  th a t K u tcher 
is g e ttin g  fro m  the biggest tru s t 
o f a ll, the ca p ita lis t governm ent.

* * *

W IT H  G RACE C AR LSO N IN- 
O H IO : The comrades are s t i l l  
overflow ing w ith  praise at com­
rade Carlson’s m aste rfu l per­
form ance a t a “ Press Club 
Presents”  program , a varia tion  
o f “ Meet the Press”  on Cleve­
land ’s M utua l s ta tion  on A ug. 
25. Tw o weeks before the news­
papermen made a chump out of

Gus H a ll, Ohio State Chairm an 
o f the Com m unist P a rty . The); 
dragged him  over the coals and 
back again fo r  a ll the flip -flops 
and crim es o f S ta lin ism .

But Grace turned the tables. 
She led o ff w ith  a fo rce fu l 
analysis o f the log ic o f the class 
s trugg le  in  th is  coun try  and o f 
the p a r ty ’s program . Then fo l­
lowed a long series o f questions 
which comrade Carlson took lit 
her s tride . But when one news­
paperm an asked: “ W hy did  the 
A tto rney-G enera l put the S \\ ’P 
on the subversive l is t? ”  then, Ted 
Selander w rites , Grace stole the 
show.

“ T h a t’s ju s t w h a t we w a n t to 
kn o w !”  she began and then she 
lippe d  in to  the whole sordid deal 
w h ich  The M ilita n t has w r itte n  
about. F rom  then on, Ted says, 
a ll questions were asked in, q 
respectfu l tone in the atm osphere 
o f students addressing th e ir  
teacher in a schoolroom.

In  add ition  to  th is  program , 
Grace was in te rv iew ed on a 
women’s rad io  program . There 
was an in fo rm a l banquet arranged 
by the branch and a public m eet­
ing  a t the Hollenden Hote l.

T O L E D O :  From  Cleveland 
Comrade Carlson went to Toledo. 
Here she was in te rv iew ed on -two 
women’s program s over s ta tions 
W TO L and W TOD. O ur vice- 
presidentia l candidate is tak in g  
the beauty pa rlo r ch it-cha t out o f 
these program s by ta lk in g  about 
our differences w ith  o ther parties, 
the S W P ’s stand on w ar and 
S ta lin ism . In  the tw o days 
preceding (he broadcast the re  
was a sm all but good public 
m eeting and a social a ffa ir  in  
comrade Carlson’s honor.

* * *

N E W  Y O R K : A ll o f the re ­
ports ta lk  o f the intense heat in 
recent days, and we in  New Y o rk  
have our own l i t t le  s to ry  to  te ll, 
k  is a s to ry  o f an ou tstand ing 
dem onstra tion o f revo lu tiona ry  
devotion. 250 c o m r a d e s  and 
frien ds  came to the T ro tsky  
M em oria l m eeting, which launch­
ed the pres identia l cam paign in 
New Y ork , when the therm om eter 
stood a t 100. I t  was .a m agnificent 
s ig h t and I th in k  the audience 
was unanimous in  agreem ent th a t 
it was a g re a t m eeting.

Am ong the fea tu res o f the 
m eeting was the prem iere o f the 
film  “ SW P on the M arch”  show­
in g  scenes fro m  • the P a rty ’s 
nom ina ting  convention and the 
beg inn ing o f the cam paign. I t  
m arks a grand s ta r t fo r  our 
budding f i lm  producers— and we 
hope to have the film  ou t in  the 
coun try  in the near fu tu re .

Joe M organ gave a h a rd -h ittin g  
ta lk  on T ro ts k y ’s analysis o f the 
Am erican Negroes as a “ dynam ic 
revo lu tiona ry  segment o f the 
Am erican w o rk ing  class.”

* * *

H E R E  A N D  T H E R E : Con­
necticut is g e ttin g  ready to f i le  
w ith  13,300 signatures. The law  
requires 8,300 fo r  p res identia l 
candidates. . . W isconsin is g e ttin g  
under way— now has about 6(000 
signatures. . . M ike  B a rte ll spoke 
on the H ickm an Case over W E V D  
il l New Y o rk  on Aug. 31 and 
F a rre ll Dobbs’ CBS acceptance 
speech was rebroadcast over 
WNYC, on Sept. 1. . . The P len ty- 
wood Herald gave a b ig  f ro n t 
page w rite -u p  to F a r re ll ’s meet­
in g  in th a t M ontana c ity .

t HS MI L I TANT AKMY

Have you asked your Friends 
to Help the

Dobbs-Carlson Campaign?

A NEW PAMPHLET — JUST OUT!

A Letter to American Negroes
by William E. Bohannan

q  Born in Savannah, Georgia, W illia m  E. 
Bohannan moved w ith  his fa m ily  to  N ew ark, 
N. J., when he was fiv e  years old.

t$ Bohannan has played a p rom inen t role 
as a member or o ff ic e r o f both CIO and A F L  
unions. He is a member o f the executive board 
o f the N ew ark Branch o f the N A A C P  and 
was one o f the organ izers o f the N ew ark 
u n it o f the M arch on W ashington movement.

<9 He is now the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
candidate fo r  Congressman fro m  the l l t l i  

D is tr ic t  in New Jersey in the Novem ber elections.

16 pages 10 cents
Order your copy now from  
P IO N E E R  P U B L IS H E R S

116 U n ive rs ity  Place New Y o rk  3, N . Y.

More Branches Swing 
Into Sub Campaigns

More Branches are g e ttin g  in to 
the sw ing o f the Presidentia l 
E lection Sub D rive , fo llo w in g  the 
fine  beginn ings made by D e tro it 
and F lin t.  M ore than 300 subs 
came in last week and th is  week 
s ta rts  o f f  as prom ising.

M ilita n t subscrip tions.a re  seen 
to be a v ita l p a rt o f the SWP 
election cam paign. The house-to- 
house and s tree t sales o f subs 
have prepared fo r  mass street 
meetings, which, in tu rn , have 
helped to  sell more subs.

From  P hiladelph ia, George re ­
po rts : “ 25 o f the 28 subs are 
from  an open a ir  m eeting— 13 
more than fro m  our f i r s t  s tree t 
meeting. T h is  was a new ex­
perience to us here, but we are 
lea rn ing  fas t. S ta rtin g  next week 
we w il l  hold three street-co rner 
meetings a week, w h ich  should 
step up sub -ge tting  even fu r th e r ."  
Last week Philadelph ia sent 19 
subs.

* #

F lin t has reached a to ta l o f 335 
subs in  the cam paign. O f the last 
20, “ 16 are fro m  C hevro let union 
members and fiv e  sent in by our 
very cooperative fr ie n d  in  Hud- 
scnv ille ,”  reported Genora. “ Th is 
tim e we have set no cam paign 
quota but are ju s t m aking sub­

ge tting  p a rt o f our election cam­
pa ign.” fc *

•

N in e ty -tw o  fro m  San Francisco 
led las t week’s re tu rns , fo llow ed 
by 11 more th is  week. Sara Ross 
w rite s : “ We feel we have now 
launched the cam paign, w ith  a 
to ta l o f 142 to date. P e tition  w ork 
w ill hold us up a few  weeks b u t 
a fte r  th a t we w ill make subbing 
p a rt o f the election cam paign.”  
Oakland branch turned in 16 subs.

■> IS *

M inneapolis sent 33 subs last 
week, same as the week before.

*  *  *

F or Los Angeles South Side
Branch, Ed Sm ith  sent “ 15 subs 
go tten in today ’s m ob iliza tion  a t 
a housing p ro jec t on the South 
Side.”  The week before he had 
sent six. A dozen others also came 
fro m  Los Angeles.

* * *
F our more subs came in last 

week fro m  readers who f i r s t  be­
came acquainted w ith  The M il i ­
tan t a fte r  w r it in g  in fo r  copies 
o f rad io  speeches by the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  candidates. Radio 
responses are s t ill a r r iv in g  by 
( very  m ail.

*  *

Ten subs each from  M ilwaukee 
and New B rita in , seven each fro m  
St. Paul and Seattle, 19 fro m  
P ittsbu rgh  and lesser numbers 
from  more than a score o f c ities 
helped to p ile  up la s t week’s to ­
ta l.
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TROTSKY

In the past, America has known more than one stormy 
outburst of revolutionary or semi-revolutionary mass move­
ments. Every time they died out Quickly, because America at 
every time entered a new phase of economic upswing- and also 
because the movements themselves were characterized by crass 
empiricism and theoretical helplessness. These two conditions 
belong to the past. . . American capitalism will enter an epoch 
of monstrous imperialism, of an uninterrupted growth of arma­
ments, of intervention in the affairs of the entire world, of 
military conflicts and convulsions. . . These radical changes 
permit, us to predict with certainty that the inevitable and 
relatively rapid, revolutionary transformation of the Amer­
ican proletariat will no more be the former, easily extinguish- 
able “bonfire,” but the beginning of a veritable revolutionary 
conflagration. In America, Communism can face its great 
future with confidence.

Leon Trotsky, “Germany: The Key to the International 
Situation,” 1931.

LE N IN

The Kutcher Case
No political persecution and outrage against 

democratic tradition in recent years lias 
aroused such spontaneous, widespread and 
burning indignation as the case of James 
Kutcher. the Newark war veteran who lost 
both legs in combat in Italy.

Indeed, no one with a spark of decency can 
fa il to seelh with anger at the government’s 
brutal action in firing this war-maimed vet­
eran from his $40-a-week clerical job with the 
Veterans Administration because of his anti­
capitalist views and membership in the So­
cialist Workers Party.

James Kutcher has not begged for mercy, 
lie  has not equivocated. From the start, he 
has stated publicly and admitted with pride 
that lie is a member of the Socialist Workers 
Party. And he has declared furthermore that 
he intends to fight for his right to hold any 
political views he secs fit and still keep his 
government job.

Kutcher has determined to make his case 
the Symbol of resistance to the Hitler-like 
witch-hunts, "loya lty ” purges and political 
blacklists that make a mockery of civil rights 
and democratic processes in this country.

" I am not fighting this case only for myself,” 
he told reporters last week. “ Somebody has to 
stand up sometime and call a halt to these 
persecutions. I f. by my stand, 1 can save any 
veteran or government employe from govern- 
rrient persecution in the future. I w ill consider 
my fight worthwhile.”

Everyone who has respect for a fighter, and 
a man of principle w ill applaud dicse words.

Fascism in the South
The tour of I lenry Wallace through the 

South has provided one more demonstration 
uf the ripeness of the soil among the Dixie- 
crats for a fascist movement.

A t successive meetings, "hecklers”  pelted 
the presidential candidate of the Progressive 
Party with eggs, tomatoes, green peppers and 
other missiles. This "heckling” did not come 
from the accidental listeners in some audiences 
who try to interrupt a speaker with an ob­
jection. It was organized.

Bands of hoodlums, numbering from a few 
dozens to several hundred, filtered among the 
audiences in professional style to initiate the 
barrages and break up the meetings.

According to members of the Wallace tour, 
these “ hecklers" followed Wallace from city 
to city.

A t Durham, N. C , on Aug. 29. one o f the 
members of the Wallace group, James D. 
Harris, a Navy veteran, was stabbed twice 
in the left- arm and six times in the back.

The Durham police refused to arrest the 
knife-wielding assailant, threatening instead 
to ja il the wounded victim.

This follows an ominous pattern. It is the 
pattern of fascism. Incidents such as these 
occurring today in the South require only 
changes of name, place and date to fit into 
the history of the rise of fascism and nazism.

In Ita ly and Germany small bands of 
hoodlums, traveling from town to town in 
trucks, broke up one meeting after another 
of working class political parties and the

Fhere have been hundreds of government 
workers fired in the " loya lty ” purge because 
of their political views; but here is the first 
case where one of them has stood up and said, 
"Yes. 1 hold these views. I have a right to 
hold these views. And the government has no 
right to fire me because of them.”

Thus, the defense of James Kutcher is posed 
clearly and openly as a defense of funda­
mental political liberties. As such, it involves 
the rights of every American citizen, of every 
working man and woman. It has the pro- 
foundest significance for every person who 
now, or in the future, may differ in political 
views from the regime in power.

James’ Kutcher didn't count noses before 
making his stand, lie  boldly elected to make 
his stand on principle even i f  he stood alone. 
But he won’t stand alone. Already a mass 
defense movement is spreading throughout 
the country; a number of prominent labor and 
liberal leaders are serving on the recently 
formed Kutcher defense committee.

But this is not enough. The lame-duck poli­
ticians, the office commandos and bureaucrats 
in Washington won’t be moved by mere ap­
peals to simple decency. They w ill be forced 
to reverse their action in the Kutcher case 
only by a powerful, organized mass protest.

Above all. it is the duty of the entire labor 
movement to array itself publicly and 
aggressively on the side of James Kutcher. to 
denounce the political persecution against him 
and thus fight to call a halt to vicious anti­
democratic practices that his case symbolizes.

trade unions. I he “ heckling” grew more and 
more violent until stabbings and murders 
became common incidents.

It is hopeless to appeal to the “ better 
nature” of such hoodlums as Wallace tried to 
do. They interpret appeals to the American 
tradition of giving a man a “ fa ir hearing” 
as a sign of weakness inviting greater violence. 
They are following a different American 
tradition— that of the Ku Klux Klan, the tar 
and feather party and the lynching bee. They 
understand only one answer and that is a 
stern and m ilitant defense of democratic 
rights.

Where there is danger of such bands ap­
pearing at a meeting, it is the duty of the 
labor movement to rally against them. The 
question of one’s agreement or disagreement 
with the political opinions of the speaker is 
not, involved. The issue is defense of the 
right to free speech and defense of democracy 
against the fascist danger.

I f  the unions organize labor Defense 
Guards, men trained to handle missile- 
throwers and knife-wielders at meetings, short 
stop can be put to these American imitators 
of the Black Shirts and Brown Shirts of 
Europe.

The police cannot be depended upon to 
restrain these elements as the Durham stab­
bing emphatically shows. Labor must depend 
upon its own forces to safeguard democratic 
rights and prevent the easy victories on which 
a fascist movement feeds.

Stalinist Emigration
Many people are wondering why the Stalin 

regime made such a cause celebre of the case 
of the three school teachers who refused to 
return to Russia; why the Stalinist officials 
pushed matters to such extremes as to permit 
the U. S. State Department to create an in­
ternational scandal for the Kremlin?

Some have explained the utter brutality 
and cynicism of the Kremlin officials’ action 
by the fact that a totalitarian regime does 
not understand the niceties and Finesse of 
diplomacy. Something far more fundamental 
is involved here.

The Kremlin regime is growing increas­
ingly concerned about the foreign emigra­
tion. of wdiich the case of the school teachers 
is simply the latest spectacular example. In 
the past few years this trickle has grown to a 
sizable stream. The emigration includ‘d  not 
only professional people and deserting soldiers 
but goes all the way up to important ad­
ministrators, consular officials, GPL officers 
and ambassadors. Stalin fears that a new 
potential government-in-opposition may be 
created abroad which at a later stage can

Trotsky Memorial Meeting in N. Y. 
Contributes $753 to SWP Fund

“Somebody has to stand up sometime and calla halt to these persecutions. If , by my stand, I can 
save any veteran or government employe from government persecution in the future, I  will consider 
my fight worth while.” — James Kutcher, at. the Aug. 25 Kutcher press conference, Newark, N. J.

Discusses Meaning 
Of Spy Scare
E d ito r:

The Congressional spy - scare 
hearings have as th e ir  p r im a ry  
purpose the in flam in g  o f public 
op in ion in o rder to render more 
easy the conviction o f the S ta lin ­
is t' leaders so th a t the Sm ith  
Gag La w  m ay be used on the 
m orrow  aga inst a ll those opposed 
to war. The Republicans are also 
us ing these hearings to  sell them ­
selves as be tte r agents o f im ­
peria lism  than the “ in e ffic ie n t”  
Democrats, b u t th is  is on ly 
r iv a lr y  w ith in  the fa m ily  which 
is o f secondary im portance.

W ith  a g low  o f m ora l sup e rio rity  
i t  is being, charged that S ta lin  
m ainta ined an espionage system 
in the U n ited  States at the very  
tim e  that the U n ited States and 
(he Soviet U n ion W'ere w a r-tim e  
allies. T h is  is undoubtedly true, 
w hether or no t the testim ony

given a t the hearings is  true  in 
every de ta il. B u t so, undoubtedly, 
did the W a ll S treet governm ent,

I in spite o f the statem ents on both 
sides o f undy ing  fr ien dsh ip  and 
eternal peace a f te r  the w ar.

S pying is, o f course, go ing  on 
in p repa ra tion  fo r  war. Recently, 
in  re p ly  to a demand by a Senate 
subcom m ittee th a t i t  be allowed 
to see the confidentia l v isa files 
o f U N  representatives, Secretary 
o f S tate M arsha ll rep lied  (N . Y. 
Herald T ribune , A ug . 14): “ Much 
m ateria l in  the files has been 
obtained by our d ip lom atic  and 
consular establishm ents abroad 
fro m  confidentia l sources which 
m ust be protected.”  The rep o rte r 
added, “ I t  was learned th a t the 
State D epartm ent is concerned 
also w ith  p ro te c ting  sources 
w ith in  the U n ited  States govern­
m ent, and possib ly, o ther gov­
ernm ents.”  So p a r t o f the w ork  
o f U n ited  States ambassadors 
and m il ita ry  attaches abroad is 
spying. Am erican in te lligence, as

find support among the highly dissatisfied 
population of Russia.

Every tyranny has produced an emigra­
tion. But no regime in modern history has 
experienced the difficulties of the Kremlin in 
retaining the loyalty of its governmental 
staffs. Even the decaying Ghiang Kai-shek 
regime of China, bereft of any popular sup­
port. has not had any desertions of its gov­
ernmental staffs abroad. That is because, 
despite its decomposition, the Ghiang regime 
represents1 a definite, stable, historical class— 
the capitalists and landlords.

The recurrent desertions of high govern­
ment officials is one of the best demonstra­
tions that the Stalinist bureaucracy is not a 
new class but a temporary and unstable 
parasitic formation, bating and fearing the 
very government of which it is the beneficiary. 
The frantic efforts of the Kremlin to seal 
even' crevice leading across the borders can 
solve nothing. The regime lives from hand to 
mouth in dread of the approaching day of 
reckoning.

w ell as Russian in te lligence , uses 
tools in  fo re ign  governm ents.

M il ita n t  w orkers w ill observe 
w ith  in te res t the reve la tions o f 
in s ta b ility  o f the S t a l i n i s t  
bureaucracy ind ica ted by the 
f lig h t o f m any o f its  represent­
atives abroad and the disclosures 
o f' GPU a c t iv ity  aga inst p ro ­
le ta rian  revo lu tion is ts , such as 
th a t made by M iss B entley when 
she described the • ro le Golos 
played in  the m urder o f Leon 
T ro tsky . However, the y  w il l  not 
a llow  the. spy hu llabaloo to d iv e rt 
them  fro m  fig h tin g  the action o f 
the governm ent aga inst the Com­
m un is t P a rty , ’ w hatever its  
bu reaucra tiza tion  and the con­
nections o f its  tops w ith  the 
GPU. Thjs action is  m ere ly in ­
tended to be a p lunge th rou gh  a 
s o ft sector o f labor in order to 
ou t-flank the en tire  labo r move­
ment.

Paul Schapiro
New Y ork  C ity

YOUNGSTOWN!
M IL IT A N T  LA B O R  FO R U M  
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<j) The New York Local to o k  a 
big s tr id e  fo rw a rd  in m eeting  
its sizable $7,500 pledge when 
the enthusiastic  audience a t its  
Leon T ro ts k y  M em oria l m eeting 
gave $753 to the $25,000 SWP 
E lection Cam paign and P a rty  
B u ild in g  Fund. T h is  fine collec­
tion  was a tw o fo ld  tr ib u te  to the 
memory o f the great w o rk ing  
class leader who founded the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l and to  the 
liv in g  exam ple o f courageous 
action exh ib ited by C o m r a d e  
James K utcher, the legless v e t­
eran who is de fy ing  the “ lo y a lty  
purge.”  Comrade K u tche r re ­
ceived a tremendous ovation at 
the meeting.

The con tribu tions la s t week 
to ta lled  $1,3-59. This fe ll a l i t t le  
loss than one hundred do lla rs 
s h o rt o f the h a lf-w a y  m ark. The 
branches w il l  have to step up 
th e ir  collections fro m  now on i f  
Ihe en tire  $25,000 is to be raised 
in. the rem a in ing  weeks.

F a rre ll Dobbs’ appearance in  
the N o rthw est has ev iden tly  
. pu rred con tribu tions  fro n t there. 
Last week’s m a il b rough t a dona­
tion  fro m  John M cB ride o f 
S eattle ; one from  W entachce; 
and a $5 b ill fro m  P ortland, 
Oregon.

The M innesota Campaign Fund 
M anager rep o rts  a very’ success­
fu l m eeting fo r  Dobbs in  M in ­
neapolis w h ich has enabled his 
home state to  ge t in to  the top 
ten on th is  week’s scoreboard. 
M innesota has now reached 60 
percent o f its  $2,000 quota.

F lin t w rite s  th a t “ we pu t on a 
b e au tifu l p u b lic ity  cam paign fo r  
Grace Carlson. I t  helped p u t us 
on the map in  the c ity — bu t i t  
depleted our funds.”  F lin t  is now 
m aking plans fo r  an equa lly 
rousing reception fo r  Dobbs.

Cleveland is  m oun ting  s tead ily  
on the scoreboard. Bob K ings ley 
w rite s  th a t add itiona l pledges 
made by frien ds  w i l l  raise the 
to ta l pledge here to $455, w h ich  
goes beyond its  quota.

A message to  M il ita n t sub­
scribers: The postman w i l l  b r in g  
you an appeal th is  week to help 
spread the message o f Socialism  
;u 1948. Do yo u r p a rt in  the 
Dcbbs-Carlson p res iden tia l cam­
paign by  m a ilin g  y o u r do lla r 
b ills  to  11G U n iv e rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  3, N ..Y .

SCOREBOARD FOR $25,000 
SWP ELECTION FUND

Urges Youth 
To Join Fight
E d ito r:

I am young and a t th is  tim e in 
m y life  I feel more keenly, more 
acutely, and perhaps more accu­
ra te ly  than the senior members 
o f th is  land and generation the 
s tum b ling  b a rr ie r across which 
ho present-day m orta l may step 
w ith o u t the fea r o f evoking the 
ind igna tion  o f his fe llow  citizens. 
T h is  m ounting  precip ice is tha t 
o f rac ia l and re lig ious  into lerance.

We have lost fo r  the present 
our heritage o f freedom  and 
eq ua lity  which should be so pre- 

I cious to our souls; we have fo r ­
go tten th a t which should he the 
inborn desire o f every one o f us, 
the w ish and w qn t fo r  our un­
realized and unvalued lib e rty .

Am ong us a rc -m illio n s  o f A m ­
ericans who bear from  th e ir b ir th  
the stigm a o f into lerance, they 
have lost th e ir  well-deserved and 
prom ised chance o f human de­
cency,
care o f our governm ent and c iv il 
laws u n til we no longer contro l 
but are contro lled.

1 w r ite  th is  not as a member 
o f a down-trodden Negro fa m ily  
or a mocked Jew ish fa m ily , but 
as a norm al, w h ite , p ro testant 
g i l l ,  who lias been aroused in to  
fu ry  by the insolence, lack of 
common-knowledge and surp lus of 
se lf-conce it o f the average pros­
perous American'. I w an t only1 to 
assure m yse lf and my generation 
o f the k ind  o f life  th a t may be 
led in the U n ited  .States i f  more 
o f t ile  aw akening youth o f th is  
country would jo in  forces.

M. E.
Kansas C ity , Mo.

Branch Quota Paid Perci
Allentown 30 50 100
Rochester 50 50 100
Tacoma 50 50 100
M ilw aukee 400 379 95
St. Lou is  50 44 88
P hilade lph ia  500 425 85
Seattle 600 500 83
W est V irg in ia  100 70 70
Reading 150 95 60
M innesota 2,000 1,219 60
Cleveland 400 237 59
F lin t  400 216 54
New Y o rk  C ity  7,500 4,032 54
N ew ark 750 400 53
B a ltim o re  50 25 50
Y oungstow n 800 385 48
Los Angeles 2,500 1,115 45
P ittsb u rg h  200 80 40
D e tro it 1,600 610 38
Chicago 2,000 771 38
Chicago 2,000 771 .38
San Francisco-O akland 1,500 473 31
Toledo 200 57 28
San D iego 50 13 26
B u ffa lo  1,000 237 23
B oston-Lynn 400 83 21
Connecticut 250 17 8
A kron  400 10 3
General 1,075 82 8

T o ta l th ru  Sept. 1 $25,000 $12,169 48

Activities o f ‘M ilitan t’ Readers and the

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
AK R O N — 4 So. H ow ard  S t., 2nd 11. Mon. 
th rough F r l. ,  7 to  9 p. B ranch meet­
ing every Thurs . 8 p.m .

B A L T IM O R E — 1121 E . B a ltim o re  St., 
Phone W o lfe  1753J. D a ily  0 a.m. -Q  P-™;* 
O. Ooover Sr.. M IL IT A N T  and FO U R TH  
IN T E R N A T IO N A L  on sale.

BOSTON—30 S tu a rt St., Sat., 1-5 p. m..
Tues., 7:30-9:30 p. m.
. B U F F A L O —M ilita n t Fo rum , 629 M ain 

S t., 2nd f l .  Phone M Adison 3960. E ve ry  
a fternoon except Sun.

CHICAGO—777 W . Adam s (corner H a l-  
8tcd). Phone D E A rbo rn  4707. D a ily  except 
Sun., 11 a. m .-5 p. m. L ib ra ry , book-

bocause we neglected th e } 8tore*
C L E V E L A N D —M ilita n t Forum , Sun., 

8:30 p. m ., Peck’ s H a ll.  1416 E . 82nd St. 
(o ff Wade P a rk  A ve.).

D E T R O IT —0108 LInwood Ave. Phone 
TY 7-G20T. Mon. t ly o u g h  S at., 12-5 p. m.

F L IN T —Socia lis t W orkers P a r ty  H a ll.  
215 E. N in th  S treet. Phone: 2-2496. 
Open House S a tu rday evenings.

LOS A N G E LE S —M ilita n t Publ. Assn., 
Room 201, 324 W . 6th S t. Phone V A ndyke  
8061.

RAN PED RO —M ilita n t, 1008 S. P a c ific  
Room ' 214.

W A T TS —M ilita n t. 1720 E . 97th St. 
L Y N N , (M ass.)— 44 C en tra l Sq., Rm, 

11, Sat. 1-5 p. m . D iscussion, Tues.. 
7 :30 p. m.

M IL W A U K E E — M ilita n t Bookshop, 608 
S. 5th St. Mon. th rough  F r l . ,  7:30-9:30 
p. m. Phono BR oadw ay 9645.

M IN N E A P O L IS — 10 So. 4th St. Phone 
M ain 77S1. D a ily  except Sun., 30 a. m.- 
6 p. m . L ib ra ry , bookstore.

N E W  B R IT A IN , (Conn.)—M ili ta n t  D is ­
cussion Group every F r l -  7 :30 p.m. M i l i ­
ta n t L a b o r Club. 165 M a in  St. (next to  
S trand Thea tre ).

N E W  n A V E N  — L a b o r School. 855 
Grand Ave., 3rd f l . ,  Tuea. 8-10:30 p. m .

N E W A R K —423 S p ring fie ld  Ave. Phone 
B ige low  3-2574. Reading (room. Open 
d a ily , 12-4 and 7-10 p.m.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  (n q .)— 116 U nlvers- 
i ty  P I. Phone GR. 5-8149.

E A S T  S ID E —251 E . Houston St. 
1st f l.

H A R L E M — 103 ~W. 110 S t., Rm . 23 
Phone MO. 2-1860. Open discussion. 
Thu rs ., 8 p.' m.

BR O N X— 1034 Prospect Ave., 1st f l .  
Plfono L U . 9-0101.

B R O O K LY N —635 F u lto n  St. Phone
ST. 3-7433.

C H E L S E A — 130 W . 23rd St. Phone 
CIT. 2-9434.
O A K L A N D  (C a l.)—W rite  P. O. Box

1351. Oakland 4.
P H IL A D E L P H IA  —  1303-05 W . G ira rd  

Ave., 2nd f l.  Phone Stevenson 4-5820. 
Open d a ily . Forum , F r l . ,  8 p. m . 

■PITTSBURGH— 1-118 F if th  Ave.. 2nd f l .
Sunday evening discussions on “ The 
SW P E lection  P rogram ” . E ve ry  week, 
7:30 P. M.

SAN D IEG O  (C a l.) —  F o r In fo rm a tio n
w rite  P. O. Box 857.

SAN FR AN C ISC O — 1739 F illm o re  Ave., 
4th fl. iPhone F I .  6-0410. D a lly  except 
Sun., 12-4:30 p. m.

S E A T T L E —M aynard  B ldg ., le t  Ave., 
South &  W ash ing ton. Phone M a in  9278. 
Mon. th rough S at., 12-5 p. m . B ranch 
meeting. F r l . ,  8 p. m. L ib ra ry , bookstore.

ST. L O U IS —1023 N . G rand B lvd ., Rm. 
312. Forum , Thurs., 7-30-10 p. m 

ST. P A U L — 540 Cedar S t. Phone G ar­
fie ld  1137. Open da ily . Bookstore.

TO LEDO  — W eekly m eetings eve£y 
F r id a y  n ig h t a t 7:30, K apps H a ll, 413 
Sum m it, Room -1, top f l .

YOUNGSTOW N —  234 E . Federal 
Phone 3-1353. Wed., F r l . ,  Sat... 1:30 to  
4 p. m.



A Week in Ohio
------------  B y Grace Carlson -------------

Despite the  b lis te r in g  heat we had ve ry  fine 
cam paign ra llie s  in  Cleveland and Toledo last 
week. Bui; the m ost in tr ig u in g  fea tu res o f the 
to u r  in  those c ities  were the rad io  in te rv ie w s— 
tw o  in  each place.

I  have had some in te res tin g  ta lks  w ith  the in ­
te rv iew ers who conduct such program s. P riva te ly , 
they are somewhat impressed by honest people— 
m aybe they are even a l i t t le  envious. Radio 
announcers, who have to  ree l off one commercial 
a f te r  another a ll day long, are forced to  be fakers. 
A nd  there  is always a b ig  w h ip  held over 
them ! A  p rom inen t s ign in  Toledo’s s ta tion  W TOD 
te lls  its  announcers “ Com m ercials Pay Y ou r 
S a la ry— Do Them  R ig h t.”

S e lling  Socialism  is a much more s a tis fy in g  
k ind  o f w o rk  than se lling  Taystee Bread or 
K idd ies K u te  K lothes.

O f course i t  isn ’t  possible to sell the en tire  
S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  program  on one o f these 
rad io  in te rv iew s b u t 1 ge t in as much T ro tsky ism  
as possible. Perhaps i t  would be in te res tin g  to 
the M il ita n t  readers to know w h a t k ind  o f ques­
tions are asked on such a program . P ll ju s t copy 
the questions off the m im eographed sheet, which 
the d irec to r o f s ta tion  W T O D ’s “ W omen’s Page 
o f the A ir ”  gave me before the broadcast yeste r­
day. The answers were no t w r itte n  ou t and, o f 
course, I  don’t  have to g ive  them because a ll o f 
our readers know w h a t the answers should be.

Announcer: 1. “ We have here in  the studio w ith

us today D r. Grace Carlson, Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  Candidate fo r  V ice-P resident o f the U n ited  
States. D r. Carlson, I  m ig h t add, is the on ly 
woman run n ing  fo r  V ice-P resident in th is  elec­
tion. Have women been chosen to  f i l l  the vice- 
pres identia l be rth  in  any o ther election to your 
knowledge, D r. Carlson?

2. “ Do you expect to be elected?”
3. “ W hen you ’re  a candidate in  a national 

election, you can vote fo r  you rse lf, can’t  you? ”
4. “ W here were you b o rn ? ”
5. “ W here did you ge t you r doctorate degree 

and in  w ha t sub jects?”
6. “ When did you f ir s t  become active ly  in ­

terested in  the p rinc ip les  o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a r ty ? ”

7. “ Have you encountered any resentm ent 
towards having women in positions o f prom inence 
in  your p o lit ic a l p a r ty ? ”

8. “ Do you receive a sa lary fro m  the p a r ty ? ”
9. “ How do you manage to make both ends 

meet ? ”
10. “ In  you r tou rs  around the coun try , 1 

im agine you ’ve picked up a g re a t m any cooking 
recipes th a t are p a rtic u la r favo rite s  in sections. 
Can you te ll us about some?”

And inasmuch as I ’m the best cook among a ll 
o f the v ice -pres identia l candidates (m aybe even 
the pres identia l candidates) I  was able to  g ive 
Toledo’s c itizens the recipe fo r  a ve ry  good 
Ita lia n  dish, L iv e r Roceo.

Tito-Stalin Conflict
---------------------  By Joseph Hansen --------------------

The d ispute between T ito  and S ta lin  serves 
to  popularize the fa c t th a t the Soviet U n ion has 
degenerated and th a t S ta lin is t po licy  represents 
a  complete break w ith  the Le n in is t tra d itio n .

Len in  and T ro ts k y  based th e ir  p rogram  on the 
in te rn a tio n a l s o lid a rity  o f the w o rk in g  class and 
depended upon the appeal o f reason to  un ite  the 
la bo ring  people o f a ll lands in  the g re a t task 
o f b u ild in g  w o rld  Socialism . They w en t so fa r  
in  upho ld ing dem ocratic r ig h ts  as to  in s is t on the 
r ig h t  o f a ll races o r na tion a litie s  to  secede fro m  
the  Soviet U n ion  i f  they so desired.

A s  Len in  h im se lf underlined, w h ile  “ t ry in g  to 
k n i t  the nations closely toge the r”  the re vo lu tio n ­
a ry  soc ia lis t p a r ty  “ does no t in tend to  b r in g  about 
th a t consum m ation by the use o f force, but 
th rough  the free, fra te rn a l union o f the labo ring  
masses o f a ll n a tion a litie s .”

S ta lin ism , on the con tra ry , rests on fe a r o f the 
advance o f Socialism  and m a in ta ins  power th rough  
the lie , police te rro r, concentra tion camps, the 
f i r in g  squad and the assassin’s kn ife .

A nd  like  gangsters th a t are hard-pressed, they 
are d iscard ing d ip lom atic  pretehses and openly 
em p loying th rea ts  o f  m urder to  those who dare 
cross them . Thus the Centra l Com m ittee o f the 
Russian C om m unist P a r ty  in  a le tte r  to  T ito  
dated M arch 27, re fe rred  to the fa te  o f Leon 
T ro tsky , em phasizing fo r  T ito ’s be ne fit: “ We 
believe T ro ts k y ’s p o lit ic a l career to be s u ffic ie n tly  
in s tru c tiv e .”

The GPU, w ith  its  custom ary sub tle ty , is ca llin g  
T ito ’s a tte n tio n  to  the plck-axe i t  had driven 
in to  T ro ts k y ’s sku ll in  1940.

T h is  was no t a ll. The c lincher came on A ugust

23 a t an ex tra o rd in a ry  Congress o f the T ries tine  
Com m unist P a rty  when V it to r io  V id a li, the local 
Moscow representative , called on “ every Com­
m un is t to con tribu te  to  the f ig h t  aga inst the Y ugo­
s lav leaders.”  A no the r S ta lin is t o ff ic ia l in  T rieste  
“ c la r if ie d ”  th is  d irec tive : “ P u tt in g  i t  b lu n tly  
th is  means th a t anyone among us, i f  he has the 
chance, should remove T ito .”

In  re b u tta l, T ito  has dem onstrated his a b ility  
to meet the K re m lin  debaters on th e ir  own ground. 
Adherents o f the Moscow fac tio n  in  Y ugoslavia  
have been removed fro m  o ffice  and also fro m  
public view . One general who found the discussion 
too sharp fo r  com fo rt in  Y ugoslav ia  was brought 
up sho rt a t the border by the s trongest argum ent 
in the arsenal o f S ta lin ism — a r i f le  bu lle t. T ito  
has done his best to  dem onstrate h is  S ta lin is t 
orthodoxy.

Nevertheless, the r i f t  between S ta lin  and T ito  
is o f pro found sign ificance to  the w o rk in g  class. 
I t  shows in  the m ost em phatic w ay how l i t t le  free ­
dom S ta lin ism  dares a llow  those under its  dom ina­
tion . I t  th row s a  s trong  l ig h t  on the in s ta b ility  
o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy and its  in te rn a l weak­
ness. I t  can m ark  the beginn ing o f a new up­
surge o f the peoples freed  fro m  S ta lin is t in f lu ­
ence.

In  other words fa r  more is invo lved than the 
f ig h t  between a b ig  d ic ta to r and a l i t t le  d ic ta to r. 
The s trugg le  in it ia te d  by T ito , in vo lv in g  the ques­
tio n  o f na tiona l sove re ignty  o f Yugoslavia , m ay 
w e ll become the s ta r t in g  p o in t fo r  new, la rge- 
scale regroupm ents and developments in  the in ­
te rna tion a l w o rk in g  class movement.

Stalinist Biology
--------------------------------------- By Lou is T. G ordon  -----------------------—-------------

A f te r  “ co rre c ting ”  the “ e rro rs ”  made by Soviet M icu rin  ideas. The pleas o f a certa in  S. 1.
w in te rs  and m usicians, the Central, Com m ittee o f A likha nyan  th a t scientists be allowed to proceed
the  Russian Com m unist P a rty  has stepped in to  a in a ll d irections instead o f being lim ite d  to  one
new field, b io logy. M any w i l l  doubt the qua lifica- school were unavailing '.
tions o f a S ta lin , a Zhdanov o r a Xvlolotov to  even A ccord ing to  the reports , m ost pa rtic ip an ts  in
g ive  opinions on such m atters . B u t no one doubts the conference backed Lysenko a lthough a sm all
th e ir  a b ility  and readiness to  ja i l  b io log is ts  who group opposed him  v ig o ro us ly  u n t il he announced
disagree w ith  the K re m lin  dispensations. th a t his address had been read and approved by

T h is  tim e  the ukase was on the problem  o f the the Centra l Com m ittee o f the  C om m unist P a rty ,
re la tiv e  im portance o f chromosomes and the res t Then the opposition collapsed,
o f the cell in  he red ity , and the question o f he red ity  A f te r  the p a r ty  line  was set, tw o  Soviet bio- 
o f acquired characteris tics. F o r m any years th is  log is ts  were fired. P ro fessor Zhebrak, who was
has been the sub ject o f a liv e ly  discussion in  the a sc ientific  member o f the USSR delegation a t
USSR. W hereas a num ber o f agronom ists hold the U N  conference a t San F rancisco in  1945,
the  theo ry  th a t the m ain  fac to rs  in  he red ity  are sento to Pravda a le tte r  o f repentance. “ I ,  as
the chromosomes, Lysenko, a d is tingu ished p la n t- a p a rty  member,”  he w ro te , “ do no t consider i t
breeder, asserts th a t fro m  the p o in t o f view  o f possible fo r  me to re ta in  the views w hich have
he red ity , there is no difference between the been recognized as erroneous by the Centra l Corn-
chromosomes and the res t o f the cell, and th a t m ittee  o f our p a r ty .”
acquired cha racteris tics  can be inhe rited . As we see, the problem  has been “ solved”  ac-

T h is  is a com plicated question in  b io logy and cord ing to  the best tra d itio n s  of. S ta lin ism , 
the sub ject o f considerable experim enta tion  by F o llow ing  su it, the Academ y o f Sciences sent
scientists th ro u g h o u t the w orld . I t  is  a problem  a le tte r to  S ta lin  in  w h ich  i t  prom ised to  “ correct 
to be fre e ly  decided by sc ientific  w orkers i f  its  m istakes”  and added th a t the Academ y “ tu rns
science is to  advance. to you, our beloved leader and teacher, w ith

B u t th is  is no t the prodecure in  S ta lin is t Russia. h e a rtfe lt  Bolshevik greetings and g ra titu d e  fo r
A cco rd ing  to  P ravda’s reports  published in  the the a tten tion  and assistance w hich you, every
A m erican press, a t a conference o f the A l l  Un ion day, are g iv in g  to  Soviet scientists. Soviet science
Academ y o f A g r ic u ltu ra l Science w h ich  took is obliged to you fo r  its  best a tta inm ents. . . ”
place in  Moscow fro m  J u ly  31 to  A ug . 7, Lysenko T h is  sycophancy m ay please S ta lin ’s in fla ted 
defeated h is  opponents and imposed his views. ego, b u t i t  w i l l  no t help S oviet science to advance
The conference adopted a reso lu tion  ca llin g  fo r  one inch in  the r ig h t  d irec tion . Jus t as German
the e lim in a tio n  o f a ll traces o f the gene tic is ts ’ science suffered because o f N azi in te rfe rence  and
theories fro m  Soviet labora tories, un ive rs ities  to ta lita r ia n  pre jud ice , so Soviet science w il l  not
and schools and the re w r it in g  o f a ll te x t books fa i l  to  su ffe r because o f the m onstrous contro l
to  p u t them  in  accordance w ith  the Lysenko- o f the S ta lin is t d ic ta to r ia l machine.

Notes from the News

E X P E R TS  N O T  A L A R M E D
—  A P  dispatch fro m  Boston —  

“ Cutbacks to  a fou r-d ay  week in  New E ngland 
te x t ile  m ills  are a ffe c tin g  thousands o f w orkers 
—  b u t experts are not alarm ed.”

*  *  *

P R O FITS  U P  —  N e t income a fte r  taxes o f U. 
S. m an u fac tu ring  concerns was 2 b illio n  900 m il­
lio n  do lla rs  in  the f i r s t  q u a rte r o f 1948, o r a lm ost 
8%  h igher than the f i r s t  q u a rte r o f  1947, and 
12% %  h igher than the las t q u a rte r o f 1947.

*  *  *

M A D A G A S C A R  M A S S A C R E  —  A ccord ing to 
the special correspondent o f the De G au llis t paper 
C arre fou r, 90,000 Madagascans have been k ille d  
by F rench colonial troops in  an e f fo r t  to  stam p 
ou t the rebellion.

*  *  *

IN D U S T R IA L  U N IO N IS M  —  The CIO Ship­
bu ilders U n ion , w h ich  a lready includes sm elte r 
W orkers and ra ilro a d  shopcra fts  has chartered

employes o f the Y W C A  in to  a new section called 
U n ited  Social Agency Employes.

*  *  *

P IC K E T IN G  IL L E G A L  —  The T a ft-H a rt le y  
N LR B  refused to re ins ta te  M a ry  Anderson, a 
w o rke r f ire d  d u rin g  a s tr ik e  aga inst the D ear­
born Glass Co. in  Chicago, because the board 
stated she was one o f the leaders o f 75 to  100 p ick ­
ets massed a t the p la n t entrance who “ in tim ida ted  
and deterred”  employes fro m  en te ring  the p lan t.

*  *  #

P IC K E T  D R A F T  BO ARDS —  Members o f the 
Campaign to  Resist M il ita ry  Segregation, F e llow ­
ship o f R econcilia tion and a num ber o f re lig ious 
p a c if is t groups picketed d ra ft  boards p ro tes ting  
aga inst peacetime conscrip tion  in  New  Y o rk , Bos­
ton and Columbus, Ohio. Some o f the p icke t ban­
ners read: “ Don’t  Register, D o n 't Jo in  the B lack 
and W h ite  A rm ie s ,”  “ The D ra ft  is a H it le r  and 
S ta lin  W ay, Refuse to  R eg is te r.”

*  *  *

M A R R IA G E  R U S H  —  The m arriage  business 
was boom ing in  B rook lyn , N . Y . and an ex tra  
police de ta il had to be rushed to  the M un ic ipa l 
B u ild ing . Several bridegroom's stated th a t they 
had decided to  speed up th e ir  m arriage  plans 
because o f T rum an ’s announcement th a t m arried  
men would be deferred fro m  the d ra ft*
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UAW Progressives Launch 
New Grouping at Conference

FLIN T, Mich., Aug. 29—One of the most significant developments in years within the 
CIO United Auto Workers is signalized by the statewide conference here today of 350 leading 
UAW members, organized as the Committee for a M ilitant and Democratic UAW.

This conference, convened at®

MARITIME UNION EXPELS 
3 STALINIST LEADERS

By C. Thomas
NEW YORK. Aug. 31 — Three prominent Stalinist lead­

ers were expelled last night by a general membership meeting 
of the CIO National Maritime Union on charges of mishandling
union funds and misconduct® 
while in office.

The charges, pre fe rred by 
P resident Joseph C urran and 
T reasurer Hedley Stone against 
ex-Secretary Ferd inand Sm ith, 
ex-V ice-President Howard M c­
Kenzie and ex-P ort A gen t Paul 
Palazzi, were upheld by a t r ia l 
com m ittee which b ro ug h t in  a 
recommendation fo r  expulsion. 
The recommendation was ra t if ie d  
a t the membership m eeting by a 
vote o f 1,462 to 523.

The charges were based on v io ­
la tions o f the N M U  C onstitu tion  
com m itted by the three top S ta l­
in is t o ffic ia ls , p a rtic u la r ly  in the 
period preceding the recent gen­
eral election in which the  Com­
m un ist P a rty  machine was swept 
fro m  office ,

I t  was in  the pre-election period 
th a t the in te rna l s trugg le  fo r  con­
tro l o f the union assumed its  
most v io len t fo rm . The S ta lin is ts , 
then in  con tro l o f the union ap­
paratus, u tilized  th e ir  position to 
smear the. C urran group and ad­
vance th e ir  own fac tiona l in te r­
ests. In  th e ir reckless and unres­
tra ined bid to re ta in  con tro l they 
com m itted f l a g r a n t  excesses 
which form ed the basis o f the 
charges, t r ia l and expulsion.

M IS H A N D L IN G  FU N D S
F o r example, the charge o f 

m ishandling funds arose ou t o f a 
co n flic t over the use o f union 
funds to  finance S ta lin is t fac tio n ­
al a c tiv ity . On several occasions, 
when C urran and Stone refused 
to  authorize the disbursem ent of 
union funds fo r  w ha t they con­
sidered fac tio na l purposes, the 
S ta lin is t o ff ic ia ls  d iverted dues 
money collected by the P o rt 
A gen t and authorized the expen­
ditures. This was a v io la tio n  o f 
the con s titu tion a l p rov is ion  gov­
e rn ing  the hand ling  o f union 
funds.

S im ila rly , the charge o f “ m is­
conduct”  arose out o f the fac ­
tion a l use made by the S ta lin is ts  
o f the o ff ic ia l un ion paper, N M U  
P ilo t. The m ost f la g ra n t example 
was the pub lica tion  o f an unau­
thorized fo u r page supplement 
ca llin g  fo r  a s tr ik e  aga inst a 
cou rt in jun c tion  a fte r  the mem­
bership had approved the recom­
m endation o f the N a tiona l O ff i 
cers to  abide by the tem porary  
re s tra in in g  order.

The defendants contended the 
charges were pu re ly  “ technica l”  
and intended to cloak a campaign 
o f po litica l persecution o f mem­
bers o f the Com m unist P a rty  as 
a pre lu te  to  the in tim id a tio n  and 
suppression o f a ll opponents of 
the present C urran ad m in is tra ­
tion . C urran denied, in his rebut­
ta l, any in ten tion  o f conducting 
a purge o f CP members. He 
charged the S ta lin is t c ry  o f “ p o li­
tica l persecution”  was always 
used to exact special priv ileges 
and considerations not granted 
o ther members o f the union.

P U B L IC  D E N IA L
C urran has made frequen t pub­

lic  denial o f any in te n tio n  to 
“ pu rge”  any member o f the union 
fo r  his po litica l be lie fs o r a f f i l ia ­
tions. T h is  constant re ite ra tio n  is 
its e lf  an ind ica tion  o f s trong  op­
position in the ranks to any such 
campaign.

Because o f th e ir  experience 
w ith  S ta lin is t repression, because 
o f the red -b a itin g  pressure upon

the union movement today, as 
w e ll as the red -ba iting  a ttitu d e  
o f sections o f the na tiona l CIO 
bureaucracy, the m ost conscious 
members are apprehensive o f any 
move, even though directed 
against the hated CP hqcks, th a t 
smacks o f m in o r ity  persecution. 
They w a n t an atmosphere condu­
cive to fu l l  and free  discussion o f 
a ll union problem s w ith o u t fe a r 
o f re ta lia tio n  because o f dissent­
in g  opinion.

They are the re fo re  a le rt and 
w a tch fu l o f fu tu re  developments 
which w il l  te ll, more than words, 
w hether the t r ia l  and expulsion 
o f the three was an isolated case 
based on specific v io la tions  o f 
the cons titu tion  or w hether i t  
ac tua lly  constitu ted a pa tte rn  fo r 
a purge in  the m aking.

the call of Richard T. Leonard, 
fo rm e r U A W  vice-president and 
now president o f D e tro it DeSoto 
Local 227, la id the foundation fo r  
a regroupm ent o f the auto m il i­
tan ts  on a f ig h t in g , progressive 
program .

In  its  size, com position and 
program , the conference demon­
stra ted the s trong and speedy 
come-back the progressive forces 
are m aking in  the U A W  since 
th e ir  de feat by the R eutherite- 
ACTLJ machine a t the U A W  con­
vention las t fa ll.

W ha t is especially im p o rta n t 
is th a t the new g roup ing  is so lid ly  
cemented by a sound program  
The conference discussed at leng th  
the m any problems o f the auto 
workers and developed a m ilita n t 
program  o f action fo r  union sec­
u r ity , against the h igh cost of 
liv in g  and speed-up, fo r  inde­
pendent labor po litica l action and 
fo r  union m ilitancy  and democ­
racy.

N A T IO N A L  C O N FE R E N C E
A h ig h lig h t o f the program  is 

the call fo r  a na tion-w ide con­
ference o f a ll trade unions to 
w ork  out a co-ordinated program  
o f action in  defense o f the r ig h ts  
and liv in g  standards o f a ll labor.

In  a fo r th r ig h t  stand on labor 
p o lit ic a l action, the S tatem ent o f 
P o licy adopted by the conference 
declares: “ We believe th a t the 
tim e  is more than ripe  fo r  the 
organized labor movement to  es­
tab lish  its  own po litica l p a rty  
based upon thq more than 15,000.- 
000 organized w orkers, which 
w il l  represent and defend th e ir  
in terests in the state and federal 
leg is la tures.”

The keynote o f the program  
was the need to rev ive  the m il i­
ta n t s p ir it  o f ’36 and ’37 in  order 
to h a lt the present re tre a t and 
enable the labor movement to go 
fo rw a rd . C ontrasting  the advan­
ces o f the union ten years ago

w ith  the present ‘ fa r  d iffe re n t 
p ic tu re ,”  the S tatem ent of Policy 
says:

“ M any o f the gains we had 
won th rough  g re a t sacrifice  and 
s tru g g le  in the las t ten years 
have been wiped out. The im ­
provem ent in our l iv in g  stand­
ards has gone by the board. The 
voice o f the w o rke r in  the shop 
on m a tte rs  o f production stand­
ards and w o rk in g  conditions has 
been reduced to a whisper,

p o rt to defend the democratic 
r ig h ts  o f ind iv idua ls , inside or 
outside the labor movement to 
adopt any ph ilosophy they believe 
in .”

A t  the same tim e  the con fer­
ence called fo r  a clean break w ith  
the policies b f S ta lin ism , s ta tin g : 
“ However, we do not support and 
have no sym pathy w ith  the p o li­
cies o f the Com m unist P a rty . The 
h is to ry  o f the Com m unist P a rty  
in the U A W  shows th a t its  lead-

“ The leaders no longer repre- m g fig u re s  have repeatedly f la u n -
sent themselves as Ihe best f ig h t ­
ers in  the ranks o f the union, but 
lay  cla im  to the t it le  o f labor 
statesmen. Instead o f f ig h te rs  to 
im prove the lo t o f the members 
o f our union, they have fo r  the 
most pa rt become apologists fo r  
the bad conditions th a t ex is t. 
Gone is the m ilita n t s p ir it  and 
boldness in the f ig h t against 
management.

LA B O R  S T A T E S M E N
“ The only f i r e  which now burns 

is directed in ju risd ic tio n a l raids 
or in fac tiona l maneuvers to  f u r ­
th e r increase the s treng th  o f the 
leadership and to re jec t the de­
mands o f the rank and f ile . Self- 
sty led labor statesmen such as 
W a lte r Reuther and E m il Mazey 
have tw o p la tfo rm s— one is w r i t ­
ten in  m ilita n t language designed 
to ge t votes a t election tim e. This 
is qu ick ly  fo rg o tte n  a fte r  the 
elections are over in fa vo r o f a 
s lick, safe p rogram  o f peace a t 
any price w ith  the corporations. 
This so-called leadership, which 
has no t been able to hold on to 
ou r' previous gains, cannot lead 
us to new v ic to ries .”

The sta tem ent severely con­
demns the U A W  top leaders fo r  
“ p ick ing  up and using the red­
ba itin g  poison o f the em ployers 
to smear a ll un ion opponents or 
w orkers in the ranks who u tte r  
expressions o f d iscontent or 
c rit ic is m .”  The conference pledg­
ed to  “ g ive  our wholehearted sup-

tod those decisions made by our 
union, because o f the ever-chang­
in g  Com m unist P a rty  line .”

M A N Y  LO C ALS
Am ong the many locals repre­

sented a t the conference were 
such pow erfu l local unions as 
Ford Local 600, Dodge 3, Hudson 
154, B riggs 212, Budd 306, Tool 
&  Die 155 and 157, a ll o f D e tro it; 
B u ick 599 and Chevrolet 659 in  
F lin t ;  as well as leading locals in  
Ohio and Canada.

The conference was ab ly  chaired 
by Leonard, chairm an o f the new­
ly  fo rm ed group, and the sessions 
were permeated w ith  enthusiasm  
and op tim ism . Plans were made 
to ca rry  the f ig h t  fo r  the program  
back in to  the shops.

DOBBS-CARLSON
TOURS

The following are the next dates 
of Dobbs’ tour:

Sept. 6-8, Chicago 
Sept. 9, en route 
Sept. 10-15, Michigan 
Sept. 16, en route 
Sept Sept. 17-18, Toledo 
The following are the next dates 

of Carlson’s tour:
Sept. 5-7, Youngstown 
Sept. 8, en route 
Sept. 9-13, Pittsburgh 
Sept. 14-15, en route 
Sept. 16-20, Buffalo

SWP Presidential Tour-

Tobin Backs Beck 
In Strikebreaking

(Continued fro m  page 1)

therhood o f Carpenters, denounc­
ed Dave Beck by  name fo r  o r­
gan iz ing  behind the Boeing p icke t 
lines. The convention asked fo r  
his removal as vice-president of 
the Team sters U n ion and fro m  
his seat on the Board o f Regents 
o f the U n iv e rs ity  o f W ashington.

2. The In te rn a tion a l o ffice rs  
o f the A F L  R e ta il C lerks placed 
three Seattle locals under rece iv­
ersh ip on the grounds th a t the 
o ffice rs  were stooges o f Dave 
Beck. T h is  move has the enthus­
iastic  support o f the membership 
o f the R e ta il C lerks.

The pro-Beck (offic ia ls are 
charged w ith  the fo llo w in g  m is ­
deeds: That they m anipulated the 
ba llo t box in  order to force an 
unsa tis fac to ry  and tw ice-re jected 
wage settlem ent down the mem­
bers’ th roa ts  and th a t these o f f i ­
cials a rb it ra r ily  cancelled a mem­
bership m eeting called to discuss 
the wage settlem ent.

The In te rn a tio n a l representa­
tives o f the R e ta il C lerks have 
deposed the pro-Beck o ffic ia ls , 
held several mass m eetings where 
they won the overw helm ing back­
ing  o f the rank and f ile ,  and re ­
moved the un ion ’s o ffices from  
the Team sters H a ll, se ttin g  them  
up in  another p a rt o f town. New 
elections to replace the deposed 
o ffic ia ls  are to be held soon.

The rest o f the Seattle A F L  is 
suppo rting  the C lerks in  th is  
f ig h t.

T E A M S T E R S ’ A N G E R  GROWS
3. The f ig h t  aga inst Beck is 

reaching r ig h t  in to  the Teamsters 
Union. Two weeks ago, a truck - 
d rive r, J .K . Patterson, was th row n 
o f f  his job fo r  re fus ing  to  take 
his tru c k  th rough  the m ach in is ts ’ 
p icke t lines a t Boeing. He was 
fire d  upon the d irec t ins tructions 
given by F rank  W . B rew ster, sec­
re ta ry  o f General Team sters Lo ­
cal 174. A  pe titio n  p ro testing  th is  
treacherous action is c ircu la tin g  
among the members o f Local 174 
and already bears the s ignatures 
o f over 1,000 members.

That is a real measure o f how 
h igh fee ling  is run n ing  in  Beck’s 
own union— 1,000 teamsters don’t 
reg is te r th e ir  opposition in  the 
open, in  the face o f possible goon 
squad v ic tim iza tion , unless they 
are re a lly  aroused.

Building the Party in Montana
By F a rre ll Dobbs

P LE N TY W O O D , M ont., A ug . 24 — . L ike  coffee 
in  B raz il, the re ’s an a w fu l lo t  o f w heat here in 
eastern M ontana. H a rves t tim e  has come, d raw ­

in g  m ost every able-bodied 
m an in to  the fie lds . B u t no t 
nearly  so m any men as there 
used to  be.

H orse-draw n binders, bundle 
racks, shocking crews, spike 
p itchers, and the old-fashioned 
separa tor are a lm ost ex tinc t. 
They have given w ay to the 
combine, tra c to r, tru c k  and 
jeep.

Technological development in  a g ricu ltu re , as in 
in dus try , has sha rp ly  reduced the need fo r  labor 
power and speeded the g ro w th  o f m onopoly contro l 
over the land.

H ere in  lies the p r im a ry  cause o f the la rge  popu­
la tio n  s h ift  fro m  the fa rrh  to the c ity  re flected in  
the la te s t reports  o f the governm ent census 
bureau.

S ta tis tics  can reveal trends w e ll enough, bu t 
they cannot convey an understand ing o f the hu­
man side o f th ings. To get th a t p ic tu re  you m ust 
trave l across hundreds o f m iles o f wheat country 
as I  have ju s t done.

A B A N D O N E D  HO M ES
You w i l l  see a host o f abandoned homesteads, 

each te ll in g  a mute ta le  o f p ioneering courage, 
g r im  s trugg le  fo r  existence and f in a l de feat a t 
the hands o f p reda to ry  m onopoly cap ita lism .

A ltho ug h  homesteads are abandoned, the land 
is not. A m ber fie ld s  o f g ra in  reach r ig h t  up to 
the threshold o f w h a t was once the home o f a 
to il in g  fa rm e r, who dreamed o f m aking a good 
li fe  fo r  h is fa m ily .

The homesteader is gone now, and the g ra in  
is no longer his. I t  belongs instead to  a bank, in ­
surance company o r m onopoly fa rm  corpora tion . 
I t  is in  the hands o f absentee owners who cruise 
th rough cool w a ters in  luxurious yachts w h ile  un­
derpaid laborers glean the harvest under the hot 
M ontana sun.

W ha t about the sm all fa rm ers  who have m an­
aged to hang on ? The y ie ld  o f g ra in  is qu ite  good 
th is  year. They appear on the surface to  be en­
jo y in g  a b it  o f p rospe rity . B u t le t us look beneath 
the surface.

The sm all fa rm ers  s t i l l  owe the banks fo r  old 
seed loans -they were unable to  pay o f f  in  bad 
years. They m ust mechanize th e ir  fa rm s i f  they 
hope to compete w ith  the invad ing monopoly fa rm  
corporations.

The fa n n e rs  m ust pay robber prices to  the 
p ro fite e rin g  c a p ita lis t m iddlem en fo r  goods and 
m achinery produced by the w orkers, ju s t as the 
w orkers m ust pay exo rb ita n t prices to the p ro f i t ­
eering c a p ita lis t m iddlemen' fo r  food produced by 
the fa rm ers.

N e ithe r the fa rm ers  nor the w orkers have much 
le ft  a fte r  the ca p ita lis t parasites have taken th e ir  
cut.

DEP R E S S IO N  D A Y S
Deep-going apprehension o f a devasta ting  eco­

nomic depression is w idespread am ong the fa rm ­
ers. They are uneasy about the danger o f a re ­

tu rn  to those ir ra tio n a l tim es under cap ita lism  
when a fa rm e r can’t  buy a sack o f m illed  f lo u r  
a lthough he lives in the m idst o f a sea o f wheat. 
They s t i l l  ca rry  the mem ories and bear the scars 
o f the starchy, low -ca lorie  d ie t o f the 1930’s.

Y et another fea r is gnaw ing a t the hearts o f 
the fa rm ers. N ex t week th e ir  sons m ust reg is te r 
fo r  the conscrip t a rm y o f W orld  W ar I I I .  L ike  the 
m others and fa the rs  in  the cities, they don’t  w an t 
another s laugh te r o f hum an ity . They w an t to  liv e  
at peace w ith  the w orld .

These are the people among whom  the P a rty  
has sent H enry  Schultz to w o rk  as the SW P cam­
paign d irec to r fo r  the Rocky M ounta in  reg ion.

Comrade Schultz has trave led by auto th rou gh  
more than 8,000 m iles o f g re a t p la ins and moun­
ta in  country, in s p ir in g  the comrades to  action, 
w inn ing  support from  sym path izers in  the cam­
paign to put the SW P on the  ba llo t.

He is w ith  me here in  P lentywood, ha v in g  ju s t 
come fro m  U tah  and Colorado where the  p e titio n  
w o rk  has been completed and f in a l steps fo r  f i l ­
in g  are now being taken.

We have m et w ith  the P lentywood comrades 
to plan a September s tate convention to  p u t the 
P a rty  on the ba llo t in  M ontana. I t  is  f i t t in g  th a t 
the action should be in it ia te d  here in  Sheridan 
County.

S O C IA L IS T  S H E R IF F
Sheridan County was known 20 years ago as 

the “ red county o f A m erica .”  I ts  fam e is the fam e 
o f Rodney S a lisbury who fe l l  before the g r im  
reaper in  1938.

Comrade S a lisbury was to m y knowledge the 
on ly revo lu tiona ry  s h e r if f  ever to  ho ld o ffice  in  
Am erica. W ha t a s h e r if f  he was!

On the w a ll o f his o ffice  hung enlarged po r­
tra its  o f Lenin and T ro tsky . He kep t the  ja i l-  
house door stand ing w ide open. Inside was a huge 
poster which read) “ F ree Tom  Mooney.”  The ja i l  
served as a hotel fo r  workers who needed a bed 
fo r the n igh t.

W hen Comrade S a lisbury  ran  fo r  re-e lection, 
it in e ra n t w orkers chalked the slogan, “ S a lisbury 
fo r  S h e r if f ,”  on box cars and ra ilro a d  w a te r tanks 
fro m  Fargo to  Seattle.

Rodney Sa lisbury homesteaded in M ontana d u r­
in g  the hard days. He knew fro m  experience the 
life  o f an in d u s tr ia l w orker. He was equa lly a t 
home and equa lly  w e ll known am ong B u tte  copper 
m iners and P lentywood wheat fa rm ers. H is  name 
is today legendary among the old  re vo lu tio n a ry  
m ilita n ts  o f the West.

S E ASO N ED  F IG H T E R S
Here in P lentywood we have a group o f seasoned 

w o rk in g  class fig h te rs  who received th e ir  t ra in ­
in g  under Rodney S a lisbu ry ’s leadership.

They w ill take the in it ia t iv e  in  the  cam paign 
to pu t the SW P tic k e t on the b a llo t so the w hea t 
fa rm ers  o f eastern M ontana and the copper m iners 
o f western M ontana can have a chance to  vote 
fo r  Socialism.

I  con fiden tly  p red ic t th a t the election cam paign 
w il l  make the Socia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  w ide ly  
known and w il l  w in  us m any more members and 
sym path izers th roughou t the  en tire  Rocky M oun­
ta in  region.

Grace Carlson, candidate for Vice-President of the United 
States, is shown in Flint with the Michigan candidates of the So­
cialist Workers Party (left to right): William H. Yancey, candidate 
for Secretary of State; Grace Carlson; Genora Dollinger, candidate 
for State Senator and Howard Lerner, candidate for Governor.

H A R V E S T E R  S T R IK E  —  A  s tr ik e  o f 24,000 
w orkers  be longing to the CIO auto union kep t 
s ix  p lan ts  o f the In te rn a tio n a l H a rves te r Co.

closed th is  week. The w orkers 
w a lked out on Aug. 17 a fte r  
nego tia tions broke down over 
the s ign ing  o f a new contract, 

s  *  *


