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During the war the

the United States completely revea
agency

In return for this service as a disciplinary police
the governmental machinery

torce over the workers,
b‘rotecbed and, Lo a certain extent,

cracy in maintaining and extending the membership
of the unions through unicn shop agreements, main-

tenance of membership clauses, an

A section of the monopoly capitalists wanted to smash

the unions, or to Lry to smash Ll
the war. But they were compelled
selves and bide their time in the
of the class as a whole in uninter
for the war. The membership of the

and swelled ard nearly doubled during the war and

in the immediate post-war period
mately 9 million in 1940 to about

union members at the present time.

The great accumulation of wo

and unsatisfied grievances, which had been dammed

up throughout the war years by
through the no-strike pledge, bro
mighty flood in the strike wave of
dominant section of the monopoly

to welcome these strikes as a test of strength.
idea of meeting
swollen unions head on and smashing them in direct
battle. The profit hogs counted on a post-war
actionary swing in the country and Lried their

were playing with the

to get it under way.

be badly timed. The unions,
steel union which

ine

bulk of the veterans, as well as
elements in the urban centers,
the strikers.

By and large, the workers and
out of the first postwar conflict

trade union bureaucracy

of the bourgeois government

They counted on using the
returning veterans against the strikers,
done with considerable success in the period immedi-
ately following the first World War.

Unions Steod Up Firmly

These calculations of the monopolists proved

had really never been tested in
battle before, stood up firmly in the strikes;

sympathizzd

in | unions were
led its role as an
in the labor

movement. Its as- | valué.

signad task was Following this
ta restrain  and
discipline t h e

workers within | the country.

maintained intact;
tempered in struggle; and some wage increases were
gained, even though the latter had only a transitory

their ranks were

initial setback to their calculations

the monopolists got their second wind and began to
organize and whip up a real campaign of reaction in
As the strike wave subsided, the press
and radio were mobilized to swamp the people with

The government was comm-
its pseudo-neutrality and come out

The breaking of the railroad strike by Presidenrt

the strait-jacket

of the no-strike | znti-labor propaganda.
pledge and the | pelled to abandon

wage freeze., It | openly as a strikebreaker.
must be recog-

nized that the

bureaucracy in all
its sections per-
formed this task |
with the greatest

against the miners in the fall,
demonstrations of the new capitalist offensive.
served the purpose of dampening the militancy
the workers to a certain extent.

Truman in the spring of 1946, and the injunction

the first big
The

. *

were

The workers [e't

efficiency. The | impelled to draw back. to take a more cauticus
Stalinists, who | attitude, to wait and see what might develop furthe!
are a part of the | before taking any further acticn on their own ac-
trade union bu- | count.

yeaucracy, did At the same time, these blows scared the wils

even more than
this dirty job,

up still more in

aided the bureau-

d similar devices.

by governmental

1em, even during
to restrain them-
over-all interests
rupted production
trade unions grew

country,

— from approxi-

15 million trade

for another war

Union.

rkers Having tasted

resentment
the bureaucracy
ka through in a
1945 and '46. The
capitalists seemed
They
war-

| fascist movement
The anti-labor

the

re-
best

as they had

quence of events,

by
of the meat trust
trols. Next came
strike. The hue

to
luding the great

snd the
the middle class
with

came | sure and military

The

the unions
victorious.

out of the trade union bureaucrats and scftened them

relation to the employers and the

government, while hardening them still more against
all really militant and progressive tendencies in the
trade union movement.

Beginning of Campaign

But the breaking of the railroad and mine strikes

action was only the beginning of

what was coldly designed as a long drawn-out cam-
paign. on the part of the ruling capitalists in this
to terrorize the lvbor movement;
mesticate the unions and put them more firmly than
ever under the discipline of -an ever-more servile ard
conservative bureaucracy;
living of the workers: and to prepare public opinion

to do-

to lower the standard of

— this time against the Soviet

blood in the first two encounters

of the second stage of postwar developments — the
railroad strike and the mine strike — the monop-
olists ‘then turned loose =mm unrestrained campaign
of reaction, which,
| the preparation for war and thé preparation of a

in its essence, Is simultancously

in the United States.
offensive to domesticate the unions

and beat down the standard of living; the prepara-
tion for war; the red-baiting drive, and the pre-
fascist mobilization — all these are not merely in-
ter-related phenomena;
as different phases and aspects of one and the same
| campaign. This is graphically illustrated by thie se-

they are in reality united

The breaking of the railroad strike was followed
government capitulation to the

“sitdown strike"
and the removal of all price con-
the injunction against the mine
and cry against the Soviet Union

then prepared public opinion for the enunciation of
the Truman Doctrine, which was nothing more nor
less than an announcement of the American imperial-
ist program lo domlnate the world by economic pres-

v force. The Truman Doctrine was

((‘.ontlnutd on Page 2)

NLRB Tightens Slave Law Noose
Around Organized Labor’s Throat

The National Labor Rela-
tions Board is speedily tighten-
ing the noose of the Taft-Hart-
ley Act around the throat of
organized labor.

It has intensified its drive to en-
tangle the unions in government
red-tape. undermine union securi-
ty; dostroy coliective bargaining
rights of established unions and re-
strain union actions by court in-
junctions.

The NLRE has institutzd court
action against the AFL Interna-
tional Typographical Union and is
threatening to invcke a strike-
breaking injunction against ITU
Local 16 which has struck s.x Chi-
cago Big Business dailies.

TO UNDERMINE UNION

This NLRB threat is inlended to

force the ITU to sign open shop
contracts in violation of its tradi-
tional closed shop polcy. The law
does not compel employers to hire
non-union men, but the publishers
are demanding that the union sign
a contract allowing them to hire
non-union printers.

The ITU is holding firm in Chi-
cago and preparing to spread its
strike to Detroit, Washington and
other major cities.

Last week thz NLRB announcsd
it has denied pstitions of 13 CIO
and one ATFL unfon for collective
bargaining elections becausc they
refuse to sign the degrading and
discriminatory “vellow dog" non-
communist oath.

The ' CIO Elzctrical Workers and
Fur Workers, which had won col-
lective bargaining elections in two
plants prior

to the time the Taft

Act went into effeel, were denied |
certification and recognition.

The NLRB informed the Plank-
intan Packing Co., Milwaukee, that |
it did not have to barguin with the
CIO Packinghouse Workers if the
union did not sign Taft Act affi- |
davits. The union won an election |
n Sept., 1946, which the company
refused to recognize despite two
NLRB orders.

In Nashville, Tenn., the Vultee
Corporation has appealed to Lhe,
NLRB for an injunction against 2,-
000 CIO steelworkers who won a
collective bargaining <¢lection on
Aug. 21 and are now on strike be-
cause the company and NLRB d»-
mand “yellow dog" oaths.

The notorious Remington-Rand,

(en  injunction

Inc., is spearheading cmployer at- |
tempts to deny collective bargain-
‘ng rights to established unions.

It refuses to recognize the CIO |

Electrical Worker; in seven plants

and is demanding a collective bar-

gaining election. The unlon would
be barred from the ballot becau:e

lit refuses to sign the Taft oath,

The NLRB last week threatenad
injunction restraints against AFL
employves of Western Union who
are taking a strike vole. It secured |
against a picketing
CIO union in New York.

At the same time, the NLRB re-
ported that it has rejected on vari-
ous technical pratexts. 309% of the
signed affidavits of unions comply-
ing with the Taft Act.

By Art Preis

Nine years ago the Fourth
International, founded by Leon
Trotsky, first advanced the

program of the sliding scale of
wages. In its basic document, "The’
Death Agony of Capitalism,” the |
Founding Conference of the Fourth
International in September, 1938,
wrote:

“Against a bounding rise in prices,
which with the approach of war
will assume an ever more unbridled
character, one can f{ight only un-
der the slogan of a sliding scale of |
virges. This means that collective |
agrecments should assure an auto-
matic rise in twages in relation to
the increase in prices of consumers
goods."

Today the slogan "of the sliding '

scale of wages—known best in this
country a' the adjustable cost-of-
living bonus and escalator clause—

has become the fighting slogan of |

mllions of workers throughout the
capitalist world.

It was one of the first and cen-
tral demands raised by the resur-
gent Japanese workers in their
heroic post-war strike struggles.

Now, In France, millions have in-
scribed the sliding scale of wages
on their banners. Nearly two mil-
lion are engaged in a ftremendous
strike which has raised the sliding
scale of wages as a key issue,

The leaders of the General Con-
federation of Labor last week an-
swered the Schuman government’s

offer of ineager wage increases with |

a demand for sizable increases in
basic wages, plus an agreement to
revise all wage scales every three

Dalry Strlkers
Win Cost-of-Living
Bonus in Toledo

| TOLEDO, Nov. 26—A four
day strike hkas brought a
mashing victory to AFL dairy
worgers her:. The (f{inal scitle-
ment provides for wags adjusunents
cased upon a cost-of-living index

‘o be made cvery three montihs. in
wddition to a 152 an hour mcrease
ficotive immediately.

The 13¢ increase brings the base
sate up to $1.40 an hour. This rate
becomes the minimum below which
| djustments cannot be made. There
lis nc ceilng on upward adjust-
ments,
| The brizf strike was marked by |
lan attemnt by tho aa‘ry owners to:
erezle a critical situation on a city
| wide basis. Gnly the workers ju
| one damwry actually went on siriice.
The other six Toledo dairiss ther:-
tpon immediatels Jocked oul the v
workers, thereir sreating a serions
milk shortage. Undoubtedly the:
hoped to rrovoke a c¢risis and invite
the Talt-Iartiey NLRB mio the
picture.

However, iy employer-created
shortage of milk, the usual ercco-
dile tears of publbic offic als ween-.
ing over the ycor kids and so on.
had no effect on the striksvs. They |
rejected suceessive compyany ofiers
of 5e, 6%¢, and 12%:¢, and |
finally won 15z plus the important
cost-of-living adjusiment provision |

The dairy workers of Toledw have |
pointed out the cerrect read to all
labor. |

|

ilee
[

By Irving Dale

Widespread violence and |
rioting spread through the
Arab countries and a three-day
Arab gencral strike was called
in Palestine in response to the
UN Asscmbly decision to partition

Palestine. Moslem religions lead- |
ers have issued o call for a “holy !
war” to preven! the partition. The

main target of the Arab demonsira-
tors was the Jews. At the same
time their wrath against American
imperfalism was expressed by at-
.l:u-ks on U. 8. cmbassies and buri-
ing of U. flegs,
On the other hand,
sion 1o carve a Jew 1~h stote out 01
Falestine was met with jubllation |
| by virtuall, the entite Jewish pop- |
ulation throughcui the world. Alter |
| ceing houndad frem one country Lol
enother, after the ferceious orgics
of Nazi Germany, alter two vears |
| of hopelessness and despuir in post-
{war Europe, the establishiment of a
statz has creat sppeal for the Jews. |
|To them it leoks like the solution |
of their problems —a country of
their own where they can at la |
be free from anti-Semitism and in
pvhnch they will be masters ¢f their
own destiny.
| The UN resoitition calls for the
i partition of Palestine, a territory
;ux)prox:nmleh Lthe size of the state |
of Vermont, into threr zones—a

: UN deci

moaths in proyoriion Lo any 1isss
[in the cost of living. This, the Con-
iederation leadecrs saild, Is an “in-

dispensable guarantee 1o Insure the
purchasing rower of wages."

Thus the militant French workers

! have made their own the slogan
‘ronsistcntl,\' advanced by the Inter-
| nationalist Communist Party (PCI),
French Section of the Fourth In-
' ternatiornl, against the bitter op-
‘position of the Communist Party]
(Stalinist) leaders of the Confeder-
ation. Now these same Stalmists
‘arc forced by the pressure of the
nmiasses at least o give lip-service
to the sliding scale of wages de-
mand.

The Communist (Stalinist) Party
in this country has for years con-
ducted & zampaign of inisrepresen-
tation and falsification against Lh°'
sliding scale of wages as advocated !

FASCGIST T
AS CRISIS GR

| selves,

DECEMBER

A Fight to the Finish

Palestine Partltuon Incntes
Arabs Against the

ews

mrssztd desire. of the A:.b majori-
in Palestine and over th: unre-
mlt(ug protests and even threats
of war by the entire Arab Miadle
f[’a..t. This violation of the demo-
| eratic rights of self-determination
was committed in the name of se-
curing peace in the Middle East.
Eut the members of the UN them-
| sclves know that their partition
plan only provide; the basis for
rcontinued strife between
Arabs.
Setuing up of
between peoples has naver solved
national problems. but served only
to intensify national enmities. This
was e In the Balkans after the
First World War, We see a living
example of it in the Indian varti-
tica today The Palestine partition
will be no less bloody, The imperi-

Jewish siate,
internavional
Jewish state

an Arab stats and an
zone. The propose: il
weuld ozeupy §3%7 of |
the territory: it would coutain 538.- |
000 Jows and 397.000 Arabs. The
Arab state would have 804,000 Arvios
and 10,000 Jews. Approximately
100,000 Arabs and a like number ol
Jews will live in the UN-controlied
mternational area ef Jerusalem,

INTERIM CCMMISSION

An interim commission of the UN
has been set up to take over th2
reins of government from the Brit-
ish. whose mandate expires on Auzx.
1948, This comnission will gov-
ern the Jewisn and Arad states
“until such time" as It declarss
‘Lthem conmipetent to gevern them-
t will also govern the in-
ternaticnal zone

In adopt'ng Liis decision, the UN

‘

foundations by a profound political crisis.

|
|
|
|

‘ol a decisive and successiul strug-

Stahmsts Bar Road to
A Workers Govermment

DEC. 4—Carpitalist France is being shake:n: to it
Civil
confiict is flaring in every major city. The ports
are shut down. Transport and communications
are cripp'ed Power is svoradic. The majority of
the mines are closed. About 609 of production
is admitted tied up.Some ! '
2,000,000 workers are | Cold War Too Cool
on the nicket line. For Walter Lippman :
The werking class is unmis- || Walter Lippman, political pun-
, dit of the reactionary N.¥. Her-

takably mcving toward th -

. y &-towa d the es ald Tribune, is credited with
tablishment of a Workers and /| .ooking up the phrase “cold war”
Farmers Government. But the to describe the conflict between
Stalinists, who guave the signal for | Wall Street and the Soviet Un-

strike action to serve their own | jon. Now he is demanding more
narrow interests, stand in the way | heat.

In his Dec. 4 column he de~

gle. By preventing the workers | mands that the U.S. “build up
from installing their own govern- | and maintain an operational
ment, the Stalivists pave the road | striking force” in Europe capablg

for the installation of
tatorship.

In city after city masses of strik-
crs have {aken over city halls, tele-

a fascist dic- | “of delivering a sustained assault
al long range.” He démands that
it be made ‘“clear to Moscow”

that “we shall not disarm but

| phone exchanges, railway stations, j shall, on the contrary, rearm.”

| power plants, factories, mines and

lolhcr vital points. In some places

they have been ousted by police ©rs Government, the Stalivases

'

| after

limited demands to urge incregses
plus a sliding scale of wages.

Over this struggle looms
ominous shadow of the fas
minded de Gaulle. As the
wave reached a new high, Grueral
Marshall delegated his right~tiand
advisor, John Foster Dulles, to 1éive
the London Oonference to consult
with the would-be French dictator.

Two dispatches reveal what iz
the wind: The United Press revort-
ed from Paris on Dec. 3 that a
spokesman at de Gaulle’s head=
quarters said “it was expected' de
Gaulle and Dulles “would discuss

¢libs and tear gas only te move in
e mor2 and again  be ousted
the capitalist government
rushed armed reinforcements,

In Marseilles 21,000 troops are
pairolling the tense streets with
armored cars and tanks, hoping to
keep the working class in check.

The Schuman regime is mean-
while paving the way for de Gaulle
0 assume power. Schuman took
oifice Nov. 23, By Dec. 4 he had
called up 80,000 army reservists to
serve as  police; detailed 50,000
troops Lo serve as "guards” on the
railways; organrized strikebreaking

Live

by the armed forces on a national | France's political future in the face
seale; raided the Stalinist press in |of the Communist-inspired strike
| Paris. Marseillzs, Strasbourg ans |wave and mounting inflation.”

Jews :mrl | ¢

artificial boundar.es

l
\

; Hoarte o |A1ISts are past masters i the arn
ran roughzhed over the clearly ex- | fomentinz and exploiung naticn-
i 2l hatreds to scrve their own ends.
Toronto Trotskvis';s American  imperialism pushed
. o throuch the partitien in order 1o
Run Candidates util > the Jews 8s o wedge in the
TORONTO. CanaGca — Ross | Middle East (just as the. wern
Dowsen, National Secretayy of | used in the past by the British).
the Revolutionary Workers Party | Eritwin, which abstained on every
(‘Trolsiyists), and Harry Claw- | V6l on the question, has been
mont. recording secretary of | forocd lo ceds her leading role in!
ILGWU Lecal 14, are the RWp | the 1iddle East two American im-
candidates for Mavor and Con- | Pevielism. France is in he samo
troller respectively, in the muni- | Fosition as Dritain; her delegation
cipal election to be held New | Would have preferred not to further
Year’s Dav. antanenize the Arab world, but had
(( on{inticd on Page 5)

SLIDING WAGE SCALE--FIGHTING SLOGAN OF MII.!.IONS

Ly The Militant and Sceialidl he Stadinist - controlled Minne-
Warliers Party ot Labor, organ of the Liinnzsota
Now, withcut a word of comment o "
on all its past false arguments C O+ N Aug. 1946, kaiied the CIO
against the sliding scale of wages, Cackitghouse Workers, wao  wei
the Nov. 26 Dally Worker reports comanding an adiustabie cest-o:-
that tae French workers are de- #¥ing bonus, with a lying editorial
mand rg van upward revisicn of al) atieck on the sliding scale of wages
wages overy three months on a Principle, entitled: “Escalatr
sliding scale. based on the cost of *rap.’
| Bving index.” or years the top trade union
In their desire to cling to the lezders. including the  Stalinists.
conservative coat-tail of CIO Pres- . have demended the “rollbazk of
ident Philip Murra>, the Stalinists prices” by the Big Busiess goveirn-
took the lead in attacking the slid- meni as a substitute for a fighting
ing secale, independent  wage  strugzle, Bu!

During the CIO Steciworkers wage
negotiations last January, the Daily
Worker ran articles by Audrew On-
da, deveted to a sianderots atlack |ing slogan of millions. Already the
on “Trotskyites . inside Lhe un- | sirong anti-Reuther opposition in
ion with their ‘demand' for a slxd-‘lhe UAW has incorporated it into
ing scale.” its program,

here top, as in other inflation-dis-
eased countries, the sliding scals of
wages is gong to become {he fight-

Bourdeaux; purged the police de-
partirent for suspected strike sym-
pathizers; ordered government em-
rloyes who struck suspended on half
pay: rushed on emergency Army
budget appropriation of 20,612,000.-

On the same day a N. Y. Herzld
Tribune correspondert reported
from London that "it was expec!-
ed” Dulles would see Geneval
Charles de Gaulle “who may
{come leader of France in the ne3rx
000 francs ($173,140,000) through | future.” By way of emphasis {His
the Assembly; and stampeded afcox‘rcspondcm accled that “Therg
savage French version of the Tatt-]a!so is a strong pessibility thab
Hariley Slave Labor Law into im- | Generzl de Gaulle may become
mediate effect. Premier again at any moment.”

In the face of this brutal offen- With reaction mobilizing beth iis
sive, the Stalinists limited them- | government forces and de Gaulls’s
selves to a filibuster in the Assem- | camp followers, the danger to i%e

l,n

h‘l,v against the anti-labor legisla- | French labor movement is the
tion and to futile attempts to|greatesl since the fascist drive to-
negotiate strike settlement with[ward power in the days preceding

the Schuman regime. Although the | the outbreak of World War 1L
crucial need is an ail-out struggle | (Sce page 3 for more articles on
to establish a Workers and Farm- [‘rance.)

CIO Will Seek Wage
Raises, Leaders Say

CIO President Philip Murray on Dec. 3 announced that
the CIO and its affiliated unions will seek “substantial wage
increases for the American workers to restore their loss in real
incomes suffered through inflation.” At present profit levels,
he said, mdustry can pay high-+——W———— T

é 5o h i IS Propose no ‘\aoe nctlon befora
rw : ges Wl. out' an}f, justifi- next spring. when the cost of living
able increase in prices.

will be another i0 to 15% higher,
The propesal for a "third round” | If they meant business, they would
of wags increases was made by a|not put off wags demands until
meeung of Murray and nine CIO | five months from now when work-
vice presicdents in Washington. This |ers' living standards will have:suf~
decision was in direct response to | fered another big slash.
frewing  pressure  from the CIO The very faet that the CIO lead-
workers for a more realistic and ef- | ers speak of a “third round” of
fecilve program to defend thelr liv- | wage increases within two ycars is
inz standards than the CIO lead- |evidence that they have failed to
ership’s futile pleas to the Biz Busi- | cffer an effective program of de-

ness govarnment for a “roll-back | fense against high prices. They
of prices.” {have been vainly shouting ‘“rojl-
However, there is no indication | hacks” since 1943,

that the CIO linders intend to or- |
sanize a serious struggle for high-
er wages. They offered no pro-
gram of action to achieve wage
gains and proposed no preparations
for a real battle. | against future price vises. This re-

They nre still clinging to the uto- quires adjustable cost-of-living
rian hope that the government will | bonuses automatically increasing

Tlat wage increases will only par-
tally and temporarily restore, the
loss iu real wages due to pustgr
increases. What is nesded, in addi-
Lion, is contractual protection

"conlrol” prices. This continues to | with price rises.

Le their real program. That is why ¥f the workers are not to bz
they again deferred comment on forced every few months to raise
Truman's proposal for “some price | new demands, they mist demz il
controls™ linked to a wage freeze. now the incluzion in wage can-
PRICES SOARING

| tracts of clauses providing automg-
Pru.es are now rising at the rate | tic upward wage adjustments asthe
2 to 3% a month. The CIO lead- ' cost of living rises,
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The Present Situation in the Trade Union Movement

(Continued from Page 1)
soon followed by the enactment of the Taft-
Hartley Law.

After that. all stops were pulled out on the
red-baiting campaign.  And this red-baiting
campeign, which is ostensibly directed only
against the Communist Party, is in reality the
basic general formula which ties all aspects of
the reactionary campaign of preparation for
war ard fascism into a unified whole. Only
thosc who clearly understand this essential fact, |
and iake their stand on the red-baiting cam- |

[ same Murray, emboldened by the conservalive |stitution of a red-baiting campaign for a pro-

sweep, demanded “an end to power politics and
| power caucuses in the UAW.”

The swing to the right and the assault on
union democracy go hand in hand.

We were slower than some others to get
a clear view of the real trend of developments

'in the UAW faction siruggle For vears there

had been no differences of a programmatic
nature between the two main f{actions in the

gram of labor aggressiveness and militancy.
jwhich the situation requires, has been to stir
up, encourage, and activize the most backward

Nowhere | elements in the unions — the company men; [and contemptuously
| is this truism more clearly demonstrated than
| in the auto union.

the seekers of individual privileges: the skulk-
ers who had to be forced into the union: the
conservatives who found it wisest to remain
quiet and passive in union affairs when ciass
|'action was on the order of the day and mili-
ltancy was the watchword,

This “third faction.” which is present m all

paign accordingly, are capable of rendering |leadership of the UAW, The Trotskyist auto,h mass unions — sometimes active and some-
any useful service to the American wbrldnglworkers and the militants who cooperate with [times dormant — this “third faction,” which
class in the present situation, them ditl not see any ground o take a de-  might properly be called the bosses' [action,

The Black Hundreds of reaction, united
under the general slogan of anti-Communism,
are aggressively invading every phase of Amer-
jcan life today. In the press, the radio, the

movies, education, in literary. cultural and
scientific circles, the reaction is on the of-
fensive.

It can and should be traced and analyzed in
evéry one of these fields. But that would take
more time and cover more territory than is
possible on this occasion. Here we must con-
fine ourselves to an analysis of the reactionary
penetration in the most important and decisive
field of all — the American trade union move-
ment.

The reaction must be fought on all fronts,
but first of all and above all, on the most
important front which must be lined up against
if. That is the front of the American working
class. It is from this point of view that we
shoull review and acnalyze the new develop-
ments in the trade union movement, especially
as they have been reflected in the recent
major trade union conventions.

The proceedings of these conventions can
tell us some interesting and useful things if
we examine them closely and objectively, with-
out prejudice or phobias to blind us: if we
analyze them with the single purpose of es-
tablishing what is new that helps or hinders
the class struggle of the workers against the
bourgeoisie.

Class Criterion

This is the criterion — the criterion of the
class .struggle — by which we judge every-
thing,

These conventions, on the whole, clearly
reveal; the main line of the new developments
in the trade union movement since the first
postewar wave of labor radicalism, represented
by. the strike movement of 1946, subsided, and
the counter-offensive of the big capitalists and
thejr political agents got under way.

The conventions show that the red-baiting
reaction has penetrated into the trade union
movement through the medium of the b\}reau-
¢racy, in the CIO as well as in the AFL. Adapt-
ing themselves to the terrific pressure of the!
reactionary anti-labor combination on the one |
H¥R4, and taking advantage of the passivity |
6f thre workers on the other —the CIO bureau-
erreyv has made a big swing to the right.

The main ingredient of this right-wing
policy-of the CIO bureaucrats is their tendency
to {i¢ in the unions more closely with the
capitalist government and subordinate them to!
it. 'And following from this, as B follows A,
is' their drivé to throttle the democracy which
has been both the pride and the strength of |
the best unions in the CIO. Their aim is to |
fasten a monolithic bureaucratic rule over the
unions, in order to deprive the rank and file |
of the normal means of asserting themselves
against this reactionary program of undilited
class (reachery.

Ample detail could be recited to prove and
{llustrate this trend. But a few salient facts
provide graphic demonstration.

Consider this: General Marshall, the repre-
sentative and symbol of imperialist militarism,
was invited to address the CIC Convention and
was given a tumultous reception.

Following !his obeisance to General Mar-
shall, the CIO Convention “left the door open,”
as they said, for the "compliance” of the a.f-_
fillatad internationals with the Taft-Hartley !
Law. ]

And u few Wweeks later Reuther, who hadl
been one of the cheer leaders for Geneml|
Marshall at the Boston convention of the CIO,
led the auto convention majority through that |
door of shameful capitulation; also, sad to
say, with checrs, including the cheers of some
nitwits who =olemnly assure us that the de-
cisions of the UAW Convention were *“pro-
gressive,’ il you pléase, and “in the UAW
tradition.”

The democritey of the UAW, which has been
assured to a large extent in the past by the
balance between the factions in the leadership
— which gave the rank and file a means o\
infervening as an independent force — was
dealt a heavy blow at Atlantic City by the
victorious demand te give all power in ihe
union to.one faction, and that faetion the one |
which sponsored “compliance” with the Taft-
Rartley Law.

At the 1946 convention of the UAW, Murray,
the dved-in-the-wool bureauverat. had to con-
tent himsell with a few joking references to
the union “caucuses”™ which have been an out-
standing festure of (he life of the UAW since
ils inceptior,, and which have been the main
ipstrument of its exempiary democracy. At
the 1937 conveitticn o * féw “weeRs ago, thr,-!

|

'testimony to the solidarity of the most

, the sentiment in the ranks of the unions.

cided position on one side or another of the
clique fight. At the convention of 1946 they
supported Reuther for President, mainly be-
cause at that time he symbolized the strike of
the General Motors workers. But at the same
time, they supported Thomas lor Vice-Presi-
dent. as they were already appreliensive of
the danger of the bureaucratic domination of
the union by one faction.

“Labor Statesman”

Things began to change in the UAW after
that 1946 convention. The Thomas-Addes fac-
tion, which included the Stalinists, stood still
and did nothing; but, once he was established
in the office of president, Reuther began to
move aggressively to the right.

The strike leader blossomed out as a “labor
statesman,” concerned with all kinds of hiyh-
falutin “plans,” employer-employe conferences,
industry councils, and similar substitutes for
resolute class action, which is the only thing
that can do the workers any good. At the
same time, Reuther put himself at the head
of the reactionary campaign against the “red
menace,” transmitting the essence of the Tru-
man-Marshall Doctrine directly into the UAW

‘and the CIO.

The capitalist press, which nad lambasted
Reuther as the leader of the General Motors
strike, noticed what was going on and changed
their tune. Pegler. who is against all labor
leaders including the most conservative, ad-
mitted in a recent column that Reuther had
been receiving a “warm press,” as he called it.
“Warm press’” is right. Reuther became the
beneficiary of a press ballyhoo campaign of
vast proportions and remarkable uniformity.

The Hearst press, Time-Life-Fortune, News-
week, the New York Daily News, the Detroit
dailies, the Toledo Blade — all abandoned “neu-
trality” in the UAW factional struggle and
began to beat the drums for Reuther.

The New York Daily News, that well known
“progressive” tabloid, headed its editorial on
the struggle for convention delegates: “HERE'S
LUCK, MR, REUTHER."”

And the Toledo Blade put the thing ex-
plicitly so that the Toledo auto workers couldn’t
possibly misunderstand: “As Toledo locals ballot
on the delegates who will go to the conven-
tion next month to decide which kind of union
the UAW is to be, it is to be hoped that they
will follow the leadership of Richard Gosser
and serd a solid delegation which will go down
the line for Walter P. Reuther.”

Qur decision (v oppose the Reuther~ACTU
combination, was vindicated immediately after
the Reuther victory in the elections of dele-
gates became clear. The very first result of
this victory for “progress'"” was Reuther's tele-
gram to Washington, announcing his decision
to “comply” with the Taft-Hartley Law.

This perfidious action, which was hailed hy
the New York Times in a front-page dispatch
as a ‘‘capitulation” to the Taft-Hartley Law,
broke the ranks of the CIO unions and started
a flood of similar capitulations. R. J. Thomas,
on the other hand, promptly repudiated Reu-
ther's anmnouncement; and the two other lead-
ers, Addes and Leonard. stood with him in
a last-ditch fight at the convention on this
crucial issue.

Reuther rode to victory on a tidal wave
of support from influences which are not cnly
“outside” the UAW, but “outside” the working
class.

State Department Line

Murray, the arch-apostle of conservatism
in the CIO, who takes his line directly from
the U. S. State Department. was neutral in
the Thomas-Reuther contest for the Presi-
dency at the 1946 convention of the UAW,
leaning slightly to Thomas, But at the 1947
convention he openly endorsed Reuther, as
con-

I servative wing of the CIO bureaucracy with |

the most conservative bureaucratic tendency in
the UAW,

The rightward swing of the predominant
bureaucracy in the CIO is real and deep-going
and incontestable. The signs cannet be read
any other way. Buot it would be rash to con-
clude that this is an accurate reflection of
A
complicated process is taking place there.

There is no doubt that some of the workers
have been affected and influenced. Still more
have been intimidated by the fury of the anti-
rect campaign which bombards them from every
side, from press, pulpit and radio, and which
has been carried direcily into the unions by
the dominant bureaucracy.

But' the most important result of the sub-
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responded enthusiastically to the red-baiting
| campaign. They played a far greater roie than

ever before in determining the results of the |

{ UAW elections,
Ideciding factor.

But on the whole, we have no ground (o
iassume that the main mass of the militants.
| who built the magnificent movement of the
CIO' in struggle against the employers and
|the government, have changed their funda-
i mental attitude. This is shown by the con-
ventions of the Rubber Workers, the Electrical
| Workers, and the Maritime Workers, Wherever
| the workers got adequate support and expres-
sion from the leadership, they came out em-
phatically against any compliance with the
Taft-Hartley Law, the touchstone of labor's
policy at the present moment.

This is further shown by the acclaim which
]Jolm L. Lewis received Lhroughout the labor

and were most probably the

| Tafi-Hartley Law at the AFL Conveution.
It is demonstraled again by the position taken

by the International Typographical Union,
which is today challenging the Tafl-Hartley
Law by strike action against the combined

capitalist press at Chicago. Even in the UAW,
where all the resources of the capitalist press,
'the radio. and the Catholic hierarchy — op+
|erating through the Association of Catholic
Trade Unionists — were openly mobilized in
support of the Reutherite capitulators, a good
one-third of the union, and of the conventio:
ddelegates, stood up against “compliance.”

| A large section of the leadership of the CIO
| have undoubtedly, and most consciously, made
a deep and wide swing to the right. And their
| powar over the unions is enormously strength-
| ened and reinforced by the supporti they get
and will continue to get from the government,
and all the coercive and propaganda resources
of the ruling class, in every conflict they have
with the rank and file.

But the rank and file have not yet said
their last word. Not by a long shot. The de-
| cision remains for the further development of
‘events. Ultimately it will depend in the high-
| est degree on the ability of the revolutionists
in the unions — the men of the future — to
ianalyze the situation correctly and to employ
the right policy.

This is the gist of the situation
American trade union movement today,

Main Enemy of Workers

The main enemy of the American workers
is in their own country; and the name of that
enemy is the capitalist class anxt the capitalist
| government, The only policy that can serve
| the basic interests of the workers is one which
|advances the class struggle of the workers
against the bhourgeoisie,

This is cur criterion under all conditions —
in peace or in war: whether the workers are
on the offensive, as in the postwar stNke
wave, or passive and in partial retreat beibre
the reactionary cXensive as at present. The
class struggle is our guiding line in everything
that concerns the life of the umion, In strikes;
in political campaigns; in the fight against
such anti-labor legislation as the Taft-Hartley
Law; and in union elections — our tactics,
always and everywhere, are subordinated to
this general line and designed to serve it.

The heart of the problem of trade unionism
today is the unceasing drive to harness the
unions to the capitalist state and to deprive
them of their independence. This is the in-
evitable trend of things under monopoly capital-
ism.

We fought this trend with all our strength
even during the war. We centered our cam-
paign then around the issue in which the
whole problem was concentrated at the time
— the no-strike pledge which the bureaucracy
gave to the government in return for a mess
of pottage, which was ironically described as
“equality of sacrifice.”

The fight which we and the best militants
in the unions put up against the no-strike
| pledge during the war did not meet with suc-
cess, but it came close to it in the UAW Con-
vention of 1944, The great fight made there
by the militant rank and file was undoubtedly
+the main factor in preparing the ground for
’the strike upsurge that followed mmediately

in the

after the termination of military hostilities.
'Heroic Struggle

l The strike wave of the postwar period wis
lat the bottom an heroic, if only partly con-
| scious, effort of the rank and file to break
| out of the governmental straitjacket and assert
their independence. The bureaucracy did no!
inspire and lead these struggles. They went
along with them becanse they had nothing
| else to do.

The independence of the unions from the
government was at ils peak during the strike
wave. The strangiehold of the burcaucracy was
| weakened, and rank anvi file democracy flovi-
i ered. This is always the case when the mas:es
are in motion.

Now the swing is again in the opposile
direction. The “outside interference” of the
| government, is again aggressively asserlted in
the unions. and the trend to re-establish and
strengthen the bureaucratic strangiehold on
the unions has been accelerated.

But now. as before, the task of the revolu-

tionary militants remains the same: (1) the
fight to free (he unions, te establish their
independence f{rom government{ control: and

(2) the fight for trade umion democracy, the
necessary condition for the free interplay ol
ideas and the intervention of the rank and
file in the determination of their own affairs,

And just as this fight was concentraled
in wartime in the Sstruggle against the no-
strike pledge, so it has been concentrated in
the recent union elections and conventions in
the struggle against “compliance” with. and
adaptation to, the strangulating Taft-Hartley

Law; and against all sections of the bureau-

| movement for his courageous defiance of the |

cracy whicli sponsored this capitulatory "com-
pliance.”

In the union elections amd conventions, we
stuck persistently to this class struggle formuls,
rejected all empty ab-
| stractions such as “progressives versus reac-
|t:cm‘.ries" in general. and “democrats versus
totalitarians” in general. For there is no such
thing as a progressive who submits to the
Taft-Hartley Law; and there is no such thing
as a democrat who wants to “eliminafe all
factions” in the union except his own fac-
tion — the bureaucratic apparatus,

Our criterion is the class struggle and we
accept no substitutes. Only by struggling un-
swervingly along this line of principle can
we fulfill our mission as revolutionists. But
a mere assertion of principle, a mere reitera-
tion of impeccable formuias. cannot advance
us very far in the struggle for the liberation
of the unions from governmental control and
bureauecratic dominaticn. While the revolution-
ary militants are as yet a small numerical
force, which is the case at the present time.
they are obliged to take the concrete situa-
tion in every union into account. They are
obliged to take a practical attitude toward the
cross currents and factional struggles between
different sections of the trade union bureaucrals
and strive to intervene in them in such a way
as to serve their basic principles and advance
Lheir cause.

|A False Formula

As a substitute for our formula, swhich takes
| the class struggle of the workers against the
| bourgeoisie for its criterion in every case, we
L have been offered once again in recent days
the all-embracing slogan of "united front of
evervbody against the Communist Party.” This
political patent medicine iy widely advertised
as a sure cure for all the ills afflicting society
and the labor movement. It 1s even claimed to
be y remedy for rheumatism and lumbago. But
we still don't like it.

This is the slogan of the U. S. State De-
partment and the Thomas-Rankin committee,
as well as of the American Legion and the
Catholic hierarchy, and similar “progressive’”
outfits.,

We know all aboul this slogan because we
read it every day in the press and hear it every
hour over the radio. It is not made any more
atiractive to us when it is carried into the
labor movement by such demagogues as Reu-
ther; and it is not improved very much when
others try to put a coat of red paint on it,
The black still shows up through the red,

We have been [fighting the Stalinists as
betrayers of the working class for 19 years; and
it is not by chance that always and under all
conditions the Stalinists see in us, their most
irreconcilable enemy. Bul we fight them, not
from the point of view of “"democratic capital-
ism” and i combination with the capitalists
and their lackeys, but from the point of view of
the class struggle and working class democ-
racy

We forcht the Stalinists from this stand-
point when they were strong, and fortified in
their positions by their wartime alliance with
the red-baiting bureaucrats of today; and we
do not relax our antagonism or moderate our
hatred for these betrayers at the present time
when they are weakened, hounded, and run-
ning. or crawling, for cover.

We fight the Stalinists always, and under
all circumstances. And never have we dealt
them more damaging blows than in the recent
period, when the turn of events brought us
to close quarters with them in the general
opposition to the red-baiters i the auto union.

The nron-party militants, previously
enced by the Stalinists, have had an oppor-
runity at close range to compare us with
them: and not a few of these militants have

jredh-

of a class struggle policy, which is just as
free and independent of the dictates of Krem-
lin diplomacy — which determines the current
pseudo militancy of the Stalinists — as it is
free and independent of the diplomacy ol
American imperialism, which determines the
conservatism and capitulationism of the other
bureaucrats in the union,

We Fight Stalinists

The general oppositional struggle against the
reci-baiters; against ecapitulation to the Taft-
Hartiey Law; and against the monolithic dom-
ination of the UAW by a single faction spon-
soring this capitulation has momentarily
thrown us and the Stalinmists into one camp.
But that does not climinate the irreconcilable
struggle between us and the Stalinists for in-
fluence over the non-party militants who make
up the bulk of this oppositional camp. And
in this struggle, at clese quarters, the Stalin-
ists are the losers in every engagement.

Let the Social-Democrats howl their heads
off about our alleged “‘alliance” with the Stalini-
ists, and our alleged “support” of the Stalinists.
And let the little cousins of the Social-Demo-
crats, the Shachtmanites, add their hystericak
[ screamis to the chorus. They can't convince
| the Stalinists that there is any profit for
them in this “alliance.” For proof of that,
vou need only to read the Stalinist press.

1 The Daily Worker performed the remarkable

feat of reporting the UAW conveniion struggle,
|(lcscrib1ng at length and in detail the compo-
sition of the caucuses, without saying a word
about Lhe position of the Trotskyist delegates.
Labor Action performed the no less remark-
able feat of producing a special convention
1ssue which also discussed the contending cau-
cuses and their composition at great length
and 1 detail, without a single reference to the
Gosser gang and the Associationn of Catholic
Trade Unionists in the Reuther caucus.

They were both inspired, it seems,
| sume hopeful thought: "If we don't
them. perhaps they will disappear.”

The Social Democrats, and all their cousins
and poer relations, can't convince the militant
workers that we are “helping” the Stalinists.
for these workers ure not as stupid as they
jare taken 1o be.
notice the first results of the active amd ener-
getic participation of the Trotskyvists m the
general anti-Reuther opposition,

The Stalinists immediately began to cool
off and lose their enthusiasm for the oppoe-
| sition bloc. and to sabotage its fight by pulting
up independent slates in the elections for con-
vention delegates, as well as at the convention
itselr

By runniag iiteir own candidates against
the candidates of the Thomas-Addes-Leonard
caucus, ‘he Stalinists showed up their pitiful
numerical weakness. At the same time fhey

by the
mention

recognized us as the authentic representatives

And thev have not f(ailed L0}

exposed the azbsurdity of the screaming asser-
tions by the Stalinophobes to the eficet that
the Stalinists “controlled” the oppesition cau-
cus.

It is true that the Stalinists were once a
great force in the UAW, reaching out for
|eontrol of the union. That was vesterday. To-
| day, as their showing at the convention graph-
ically demonstrated, they are a weak and
declining force. despised and hated by the
great mass of the oppositionist militants.

Stalinist bureaucratization, opportunism and
treachery, systematically repeated again und
again over the years, have taken a frightful
toll of what was once an imposing cadre in
the UAW. The opportunists and careerists to
whom the Stalinists catered, while they were
slandering and persecuting genuine revolu-
| tionists with savage fury, have cynically de-
| serted them in their time of weakness and de-
;Ieut. Meanwhile, many of the best of their
old militants — and they had some splendid
militants at one time — have learned better
lard transferred their  allegiance to a betier
party, with a cleaner banner. And many of
the others of the old Communist Party cadre.
disillusioned and discouraged by (heir unhappy
experiences, have fallen out of activity.

The Stalinists still have some good men
who are worthy of a better party, and we hope
to win them over; but the main core of the
Stalinist forces in the UAW now consists of
old worn-out bureaucratic backs, who have
played cut their string with the auto workers,
and who can't even get elected to office or
on a convention delegation anymore.

The Stalinist bureaucrats know how to fight
only when they have the power of Lhe uap-
paratus in their hands to use against weaker
opponents,

aggressively vicious and evil power. But in
other unions, where they have lost the ap-
paratus, or have definitively lost the fight to seize
it, they have lost also the wili and the capacity
to put up a real fight. They lack the convic-
tions and the revolutionary class spirit which
alone can inspire and sustain workers to strug-
gle and sacrifice as a small minority in the
face of difficulties and defeats. There is very
little fight left in the soft, flabby and cowardly
Stalinist  bureaucrats when they are thrown
out of office, and the tide is running against
them.

Under the stress of the struggle in the UAW,
the majority of the opposition bloc began to
| recognize the barrenness of the uninspiring
clique struggle which ended so disastrously.
Questions of program expressing the vital in-
terest of the workers were brought to the fore
and made the center of the struggle. These
new trends were already clearly evident at the
UAW Convention and were greeted with em-
phatic approval by a large section of the best
militants, These militants want to fight the
capitulationism of the Reutherite bureaucracy,
without putting themseives at the mercy of the
treacherous maneuvers and zigzags of the Stal-
inists: and they want to fight the hated Stalin-
ist clique without falling into the arms of the
red-baiters.

That development, I venture to say, is even
more important for the future of the UAW thun
the immediate results of the elections at the
convention.

Tactics Consistent

Our tactics in the different union struggles
|may appear at first glance to be irrational
and contradictory, since they vary from one
lunlon to another according to the circum-
| stances. But in reality our tactics are com-
Cletely consistent everywhere, and are designed
{te serve the same basic purpose everywhere —
the struggle for the independence of the unions
and fer democracy within the unions.

And by independence of the unions. we
fmean not only in relation to Washington. but
also in relation to the Xiremlin. At the same
ltimc that we were fighting the bureaucratic
'(lommaucn of the UAW by the Reutherite-
ACTU machine, which is subservient to Wash-
[inguen, we were  fighting with  equal
fagai11st, the bureaucratic domination of the
| National Maritime Union by the Stalinist ma-
| chine. which is subservient to the Stalin gang
jin the Kremlin. We go by principle. not by
which faction among the bureaucrats happens
to be on the same side with us, for reasons
of their own, at the moment.

In the Rubber Workers Convention,
gutes who are friendly to us. led the

dele-
fight

to capituiate to the Taft-Hartley Law. They
did not withdraw from the fight because the
Stalinist delegates happened to be on the same
side.

In the UE, on the other hand, we are irve-
concilable opponents of the Stalinist gang
which bureaucratically dominates this union.
We defend the democratic rights of the Carey-
Block opposition. even though we are far re-
moved from any sympathy whatever with ifs
program.
| We fight for democracy in the unions under
{all ecircumstances, and for the right of every
! tendency to associate freely and fo present
lits views. For without this democracy the
| unions cannot live as independent organs of
the workers, capable of serving the class in-
terests of the workers.

The struggle in the UAW presents the niost
concentrated example and the best test of
revolutionary policy. The UAW is not only the
largest. it is also the strongest, most dynamic,
and most democratic union. The Wage Earner.,
organ of the ACTU. refers to the UAW as the
“key union” of the CIO. That s right. and
there is a reason for . The UAW was buill
from the ground up in struggles which set Lle
pace for all the others. And not the least
important of its struggles has been the struggle
to preserve ils internal democracy and resist
bureaucratic domination.

The internal struggle to determine the char-
acted and future of the UAW did not end il
the recent convention. Rather it really hegan
anew, on a higher plane, at Atlantic City, for
it first began to assume programmatic form
“there. 'The old clique struggle, with deals and
norse trades for offices as the predominating
interest. begait to give way at Atlantic Cily
w a straight-out fight of principle over the
most burning issue of the labor movement —
“complicnee” with the Taft-Hartley Law. In
our ommon, that development iy the UAW
convenlion was really progressive,

The Shachtmanites coupled their violent
denunciation of owr trade union policy with
an abrupt repudiation of the unity agreement,
which they signed with us last February. Per-

In unions like the UE, where the
Stalinists control the apparatus, they are an |

vigor |

Laps there is a logic in this coincidence. There
are class principles at the bottom of this trade
urion -lispute, and we can agree with Shacht-
man when he says in the Nov. 24 issue of
Laboyr Action: “Here is a difference which can-
not be reconciled.”

IFor cur part, we are preud to be a minority
in such a fight as that which took place in
| the aute union over “compliance” with the
| Taft-Hartley Law. And proud likewise to be
a minority in the fight against vulgar and
reactionary red-baiters who aim to replate
the {raditional democracy of the UAW by the
monolithic demination of a single bureaucratic
faction.

Cur friends were not concerned there with
any clique struggle for posts, but for basic
propositions vital to the future of trade union-
ism in the United States. They fought for the
irdependence of the UAW from governmental
control and for the preservation of its internal
democracy. The struggle for this program is
a continuing struggle in all trade unions.

Our Perspectives

The first postwar wave of labor radicalism,
signalized by the great strike movement of
1945-46, subsided and gave way to a strong
counter-offensive of reaction which is still
riding high. The viclory of the right wing in
the labor movement in general, and in the auto
unjon m particular, are in the main the product
of this wave of reaction which strengthens
eyery conservative and retrogressive tendency in
the labor movement.

At our party convention a year ago we some-
what over-estimated the repth and strength
of the first postwar wave of labor radicalism.
We counted on its continuance, when it was
already beginning to decline and the reac-
tionary counter-offensive was beginning to un-
fold in full force. This misjudgment- of the
conjuncture caused some disappointment and,
perhaps, a certain disorientation in the party
ranks, since the convention held out the per-
spective of a rate of parly progress which could
not be maintained in the unfavorable situa-
tion which followed the convention.

(

But that is an error easily corrected. The
important thing for us to remcmber is that
Ixhe class struggle develops in ebbs and flows:
|and that we must not take the present un-
| favorable situation as the fixed and final reja-
| tion of forces between Lhe classes, and between
the conservatives and the yevolutionaries in
the labor movemeni. The present unfavorable
situation is a conjuncture, nothing more; and
it cannot be of long duration.

It would be unworthy of Trotskyists, of
Marxists, to give way to discouragement and
| to mistake transitory phenomena for the per-
| manent reality. The epoch of the death agony
| of capitalism can hold no other perspecfve
' than a continuous succession of grandiose class
‘baules leading up to their final culmination
in the victorious revoluticn of the working class.
: The present reactionary offensive against work-
Iers’ organizations, and the mounting assaulls
on their living standards, are in fact preparing
| the necessary conditions fer a counter-attack
of the workers, for a new wave of labor radical-
ism which will be far deeper and stronger than
the first one, and must take a more political
| form,

That is not a perspective of Lhe distant
. future, but of the morrow. We must see it and
nrepare for L. A Trotskyist is above all one
'who knows how to fight for his principles,
to remain faithful to his banner when the
| situation is unfavorable. when weaklings and
cowards falter and desert and betray, Not to
 float with the stream, but to swim against the
| stream. That is the task of the Trotskyist
.cadres in the trade union movement today.

| Powerful pressures arc brought to bear upon
those who take up the revolutionary struggle
against the wgreatest imperialist power in the
| world, and by that against the entrenched
 bureaucracy in the trade union movement who
serve this power und enjoy its support. All
the other radical parties and groups which have
{ taken part in the trade union movement, have
| succumbed to this pressure: they have aban-
| doned the fight for (he interests of the work-
ers; and many of their aclivists have taken
their places in the bureaucracy as house-
I broken functionaries. This has been the case
with the syndicalists. the anarchists, the So-
clalists and Sozial Democrats and their Yipsels,
cand the Lovestoneites. This is the real story
. of the degeneration of the Stalmists.

Our Responsibility

The ‘Trotskyists alone remain in opposition,
lindependent and reyolutionary, ccncerned not
L with posts or personnl advantages of any kind,
but solely with the interests of the workers
and their revolutionary future. The Trotskyists
are the “incorruptibles” of the labor move-
ment whom nobody can intimidate and nobody
can buy,

The forces at the disposal of the party are
noi yet nuwmerous; but their quality is strong,
for they have been selected oul and tested in
struggie. They have learned how to stand up
under heavy blows, to survive defeats and
come back fighting., This intransigeant revolu-
tionary quality of ow parey, which militates
against us while reaction holds sway in the
labor movement and the workers remain pas-
sive, will represent Lhe greatest, attractive power
of the party when the masses. impelled by the
very conditions of their lives, take the road
of struggle and seek for a resolute leadership.
| Destiny has laid a greal responsibility on
I'the shoulders of those who make up our parly
today and who will join its ranks tomorrow,
To live up to that respousibility, it is necessary
for us to look beyond the conjunctural episodes
of the moment to the basic trends which point
to the future reality

against the proposal of President Buckmaster

A condition for the success of our struggle
is that we never forget the transcendent im-
portance of our mission as the heralds and the
erganizers of the new day; that we never falter
in our confidence that the historic forces work-
ing for the new day are stronger than all {ie
retrogressive forces working to turn the clock
backward to a mnew dark age of fascism and
annihilating wars.  Our lask in the present
situation consists simply in this, to be true to
ourselves and to our (radition. Frem that
everything that is necessary will follow.

We must go deeper mto the unions, taking

our program snid o owmr tradition with us, and
work for the fusion of the Trotskyist party

with the mass ol the American workers, This
is the formula that spells the revolutionary
 transformation of society.
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Wall Street Moves Pawns
On Chessboard of Europe

Is |

No

The clamor of the American capitalist press over the developing class struggle in
France and Italy shows how the great issues at stake there cut across international boundary
The press makes no bones about its partisanship.

lines.

It is- with Schuman and de+

Gasperi and against the French
and Italian workers. It calls
for “firmness"”
the strike wave in both coun-
tries, meaning thereby the use|
cf tear gas, clubs and bullets to!

meet the workers' demands.

It worries about the "morale” of
the police and armed forces in both
lands, fearing that they may be re-
Iuctant to use force and violence
against the strikers,

It openly disusses ways and means
of making the {ascist-minded de
Gaulle the “savior" of France just
as Mussolini. Hitler and Franco,
the fascist butchers of the working

class, were made ‘saviors” of cap-
italism in Twaly, Germany and
Spain.

BIG STAKE

American Big Business has a

stake in the outcome of the strug-
gle. If the workers succeed in top-
pling capitalism in either Italy or
France and begin building the ra-
tignal, planned economy of social-
ism, it means the loss of huge in-
vestments held by the American
ruling class in those lands.

Even worse from Lheir viewpoint,
a working class victory would bring
the workers throughout Europe fo
their feet and inspire them to fol-
low suit. Socialism would sweep
The continent. Capitalism else-
Where could not long survive such
a tide.

Wall Street is thoroughly aware |

Mat danger fo its system a single
outstanding victory for the work-
ing class anywhere means foday.
Wall Street cannot afford to lose
one major battle. In fact it cannot
afford to mark time for long peri-
ods. It is forced to continually ad-
vance,

MUST STOP UP HOLES

The Truman Doctrine expressed
this political necessity with the
formula of ‘“containing” commu-
nism. The Marshall Plan imple- |
mented il. Bolstering capitalism
evervwhere in the world

holes continually
dike
for Wall

to stop up the
springing in the

Unfortunately
however, dollars are not
Arms too are required. And so Wall
Street’s last resort is a desperate
program of cenquest,

means had come to kick out the Stalinists.
rushing with sandbags of dollars|For a while Washington gave main

Street,
enough.

That is why, around deGaulle,

for instance, the Truman Adminis- |
tration is plunging recklessly ahead |
in the civil conflict In Greece.

n dealmo with | American involvement in Greece xs‘ras risen among the French reac-

a sample of what is projected for
| the rest of Europe.

To achieve this mad plan of
world domination, Wall Street visu-
I.llw(-s another war, an atomic war,
Iwil.h the USSR marked as principal
victim.

With iron logic, Wall Street has
intervened In the affairs of Italy
and TIrance in accordance with
these fundamental considerations.
In the first period at the close of
the war when the working class
surged forward and Wall Street's
own agents and quislings were {oo
weak to hurl the workers and
armed partisans back, Anglo-Amer-
ican imperialism accepted the serv-
ices of the Stalinists as professional
counter-revolutionists,

The Stalinists, who had been
tossed to the [orefront of the work-
ing class, carried out this perfidi-
ous Job of judas-goat with their
customary cynicism, taking posts in
the capitalist governments to save
them from going down.

TRY OUT PUPPETS

As the workers fell back in con-
fusion, Wall Street poured billions |
of dollars into Europe. The aim
was to provide enough relief to
;ctave off revolution and to build up
| Wall Street’'s own political agencies
| with all possible speed in order to
Idispense with the services of the
Stalinists.

In Italy, Washington and the
Vatican did their utmost to holster
de Gasperi after trying out a num-
| ber of other puppets. @merican
troops remained in Italy as a meas-
|ure of force. As soon as de Gasperi
| was deemed strong enough to stand
alone, word was given to oust the
Stalinists from his regime.

Since then, Washington has made
concession after concession to de
Gasperi to strengthen his political
'h’md

]

In France, Ramadier was Premier

'when Wall Street decided the time

support to Ramadier, hoping to
strengthen him politically through
loans, shiploads of wb2at, promises
of benefits under the Marshall Plan
and so on.

But reaction there consolidated

the general who

International Notes

With the help of generous emer-
gency allocations of ccal from the

Truman Administration, the Videla |

government's armed suppression of
the Chilean coal miners has suc-
ceeded in breaking their strike. Dur-
ing the reign of terror, an esti-
mated 1,000 unicn leaders from the
coal mines and copper and nitrate
plants were arrested. These union-
ists are being held prisoners abhoard
maval craft or exiled to remote bar-
ren regions such as Tierra del
Fuego, the “Siberia” of Chile.

When the Tories made consid-
erable gains in the recent municipal
elections, Winston Churchill, arro-
gant spokesman of British imperial-
ism, declared that the Labor Party
had lost its mandate, “Hencefor-
ward.” said this political watchdog
of the British capitalists, "they will

govern without the moral support |

and against the will of the people.”

Consequently the next by-election
in England attracted wide atten-
tion. Would the voters of Graves-
end back Churchill by electing a
Tory, or would they repudiale
Churchill once more by voting for
a Labor Party member?

The dock and factory workers
were fully aware that both Tories
and Laborites vegarded this eclec-
tion as a test of strength and a
test. of national political sentiment.
They came through by rallying a
larger total vote for the Labor
Party than they did in 1945.

The Labor Party leaders hailed
this expression of sentiment.
Churchill chewed his cigar in sour
silence.

Despite the increased total for
the Labor Party, however, the ma-
jority over the Tories declined from
7,000 to 1,675, This indicates a shift
in the middle class sentiment. Like
the results in the municipal elee-
tions this is a grave warning of
growing impatience over the failure
of the Luabor Party leaders to re-

|
construct British economy and go | they were to supplant were no less
greedy.
Don't Let Running regsardless of national
g party orders, these Kuomintang
Your Subscrlphon |ward heelers “won™ in their locali-
H ties by stuffing the ballot boxes
Expure (with "write-in” votes. So Chiang

Watel the Date

On Adidress Label or Wrapper

Renew Before You Miss

Important Issues of
THE MILITANT

droams 0f becommg Lhe Franco or
France. When the recent elections
revealed how the general's prestige

| tionaries, Wall Street decided to 2o
for this hatchetman tco.

As Wall Street watches the course
of its fortunes on the political bat-
tlefields in Ttaly and France and
does everything in its power to help
reaction put the fascist yoke on la-
bor, the American workers should
show where they stand.

The smashing of the Italian and
French labor movement would |
encrmously weaken labor in Ameri-
ca, The workers here, consequently,
cshould do everything they can to
help their class brothers in Italy
and France, if for no other reason
than to safeguard unionism in the
United States,

But more than that is involved.
Every worker should recall how the
victory of fascism mn TItaly, Ger-
many and Spain paved the way for
World War II. A fascist victory in
France today would similarly pave
the way for World War IIT.

A workers' victory, on the other
hand, could touch off a world.wide
revolutionary movement that would
swiftly put an end to capitalism
and usher in enduring peace under
socialism,

Thus the outcome of the struggle
in France and Italy can prove to
be a decisive turning point that
will vitally affect the f[uture of
American labor. Such a strugele
calls for active intervention by the
unions—against Wall Street and
for the Ttalian and French workers.

in a “Notice to P'll’(‘nla

For Worlcers

By Rla Stone | the Trotskvist Party was the only

oL ) . . |lone which called upon the workers
In the critical situation ln|fo organize their own  defense

France today. only one party |against fascism and go forward to
clearly calls upon the masses the construciion of sociallsm.
for united action, a general SAVED CAPITALISM

strike and the establishment of | he Bium Eccial-Demaocrals were
a Workers and Farmers Govern- placed in power by the workers.
ment. That party is the Interna- \c'ne 2.000,0600 follewed up by ocen-
tionalist Communist Party (PCI), pying the factories, Blum neverthe-
the French section of the Fourth |less blocked formation of a3 Workers
International. The miserable French and Farmers Government and saved
Secialists hang on to the coat-tails capitalism from going down. )

of the French capitalists. Thp| The Stalinists called the pphcy
treacherous French Stalinists are lof the Trotskyists “provocations”
interested only in using the workers land with their Popular Front line
to further the passing aims of the joined the Socizal Damorrals In bol-

i forward to socialism in accordance
with the mandate given them in
1945.

Hoping o capitalize on middle
class disillusionment with the Labor
Party, Mosley, the British fascist,
has just announced the formation
of the "Union Movement." with an

anti - parliamentary and anti-Se-
| mitic program.
| Mosley's scheme, like that of

| Hitler's, is to come to power on the
| basis of a crisis in which “people
‘look for anyone to show them the
way out.”

L4 - -

Between 40,000 and 60,000 govern-
ment workers in Finland struck for
two days, November 26 and 27, in
protest against the high cost of
living. Despite official warnings
that the action would be consid-
ered “revolt” against the goverr -

effective in telephone, airplane traf-
fic, railways and schools. To break
the strike, Leino, the Stalinis{t Min-
ister of the Interior, ordered the
occupation of the Helsinki post of-
fice and telegraph building. The
| strikers returned to work after Pre-
mier Mauno Pekkala, whose So-

cialist Union Party had merged
with the Stalinists, threatened them
with conscription into the army and
loss of their jobs.

L

Chiang Kai-shek ran into a little
trouble in fixing the elections to
the National Assembly. To foster
the illusion that the Assembly
would institute a national coalition
government, Chiang made a deal
with the Young China and Social-
Democratic minority parties, assur-
ing them of election in a few dis-
tricts.

*

But if these parties were anxious |
fo share in the spoils of office in
collusion with Chiang, the Kuo-
mintang machine politicians whom

now faces the dilemma of over-

Kremlin, [stering up French capitalism,

The French Trotskyists, in their Under the Nazi occupation, the|
paper La Verite (The Truth), pre- French Trotskyists, hounded and
|sent an anti-capitalist program: decimated by the Gastapo, contin-

ued to publish La Voerite illegally
They werg in the forefront of the
workers strugeles  ana  fought

nationaljization of industry without
indemnity, workers control over in-
dustry, the organization of a net-
work of strike committees and com- against deporiations, racism and
mittees of defense to combai the anti-Semitism, While fighting with
|fascxst menace,  Their policy is to |the Maguis against the Nazis and
say what is and to teach the work- |their collaboraters, they were the
ers to rely only upon their own rev-  only party to appeal to the Ge:-
olutionary will and strength. This man soldiers to fraternize with the
policy did not begin yesterday. | workers of Europe and join in lhe
In the revolutionary crisis of struggle for a s list world,
1934-36, after the French fascists| Tturing the Stalin-Hitler pact, the
had made their first bid for power, Trench £ mhm\ts continued to sub-

BIG FOUR SPOKESMEN JOCKEY
FOR POSITION IN NEXT WAR |

During the first week, the London Conference demonstra-

close of World War 11, the Big Four are still at loggerheads
over the peace treaties for Germany and Austria.

The reason for this is com-+
mon knowledge. Wall Street,

with Paris and London as
junior partners, is demanding ma-
jor concessions from the Kremlin
under threat of atomic war. The
Kremlin in turn is trying to gain
time by reaching a deal with, Wall
Street while strengthening its ram-
parts in Eastern Europe.

In this conflict, the London Con-
ference is nothing but a diplomatic
bout. Take the dispute over the
castern frontiers of Germany. Mar- | ) o
shall claims they are not definitively 'OWer his e ’T""l o
setiled. Molotov claims they are. The Kremlin looscned

up its claim (o German assets in
Austria, sign a peace treaty and
withdraw Soviel troops, thus per-
mitting Anzlo-American imperial-
ism and its satellites vo penetrale
and become entrenched in that ter-
ritory. The Russian
turned thumbs down

PRESSURE MOVES

red at London, hioscow and Wash-

the brake

delegation

Hint U. S. Troops to Stay in ltaly

Marshall's aim is to push those
frontiers closer to the Soviet Union.
Molotov's aim is to keep them nail-
ed down.

Similarly in the conflict over a
povernment for Germany. Wash-
ington has threatened a separate
peace if the Kremlin doesn’t meet
Wall Street's terms; that is, estab-
lish a puppet government in the
western zones of Germany. Molo-
tov speaks for an over-all govern-
ment, hut one sel up in such a way
that the Kremlin can maneuver it
against Wall Street.

The French suggestion for a
“comipromise”™ deal over Austria

ruling the results of the 'demo-
cratic” election or of double-cross- |
' ing his political allies.

Braving Chiang's gunmen, many

I posed deal

again illustrates how the former |
i+ Allies are Jockeying. This pro-
would pay the Soviet

Union as yeparations $100,000,000,

:voters expressed their disgust with ' one-third of Austrian oil produc-

ballots as choice of. candidate:
“more rice and more land.”

the whole farce by writing on their | tion, and a major part of Danube

river shipping.
In return the Kremlin would give

on the workers under Stalinist in-
fluence in Italy und France in or-|

yonix
der to stage nation-wide stulu-sl'

and politica! demonstrations, These |
are intended {0 convince Wall
Street it should postpone armed
'cenflict and make a deal favorable
lm the Kremlin.

Washington meanwhile an-
I nounced the setting up of an stomic

| bomb testing station al Eniwetok
|atoll, and Lilienthal, the head of
the Atomic Ensrzy Commission,
called for the doubling of atomic
energy production. This saber ral-
Itling was supplemented bry a U. S.
Army announcement iu Gormany
that it is now indoncivinating the

“Communist men-

GIs there on Lhs

ace.”

| Tt is thus crystal clear that the
| Forcign Ministers are nol making
“peace” at London bub dealing

thrusts and counter-ihrusis in prep-
eration for the new wal they view
as Inevitable,

School in

As school teachers in Paris join the mounting walkouts for in-
ereased wages, these children accept the situation cheerfully, Ifere
they gather cutside school to read the news about the shutdown

French Trotskyists Call
sovernment

1

ted one fact—that more than two and a half years aiter the |won t

| of the Sccialist Party, which has

While the Poreign Ministers spar- |

ington mads other pressure moves readiness to intervene in Italy
| in hope of forcing the opponent to (he way it is now intervening

Paris

ossal struggle now rocking Fran
simply—who shall run the coun

are prepared to resort to any*
means, including ruthless dlc-|
tatorshxp cut according to the|

fascist pattern. '

The working class as a whole|
does not see this key issue \uth]
equal clarity. That is so because
the Stealinists, Social Democrats and
trade union bureaucrats who heacl
the working class have done their
| utmost to obscure, confuse and di-
vert attention from the life and |
death question of who shall rule.
These sections of the labor bu-
reaucracy seek to limit the strug-
gle and prevent it from passing
beyond the narrow, selfish goals
they wish to achieve.

But the problems faced by the
Italian and French workers demand
a fundamental solution that can
only be found on the plane of gov-
ernment. power.

FORCED TO STRIKE

The millions of French and
Italian workers have been forced
into one strike struggle after an-
other since the end of World War
II because of the general break-
down of capitalist economy. In-
dustry and transportation, devastat-
ed by the imperialist conflict, can-
not be reconstructed at a rapid
pace under the chaotic manage-
ment of the capitalist class.

Inflation wipes out wage gains as
fast as they are won and the work-
ers are compelled again and again
to resort to strike action.

The capitalist government, com-
mitted to safeguarding profits as
its first task, cannot satisfy the
economic needs of the workers.
Even before the war, wben the
Ttalian capitalists tapped a colonial
empire, they could not offer the
workers a satisfactory standard of
living. The poverty of Italy today
is far worse,

Similarly in France. The pre-
war colonial empire seethes with
unrest. Parts of it have already
been lost. Indo-China is in revolt.
And the attempt of the French im-
perizlists to regain their colonial
empire saddles the ruined economy
with the enormous costs of colonial
war and the endless expense of an
expanding military machine.

The Italian and French capital-
ists ‘have mo perspective beyond
handouts from Wall Street, the
hope of sharing as minor partners
in Wall Street's projected conquest

|

Federated Pictures

ordinate the class struggle to Stal-
in's foreicn policy. Until the in-
vasion of Russia in 1941, they dis-
iributed their paper in France with
the tacit approval of the German
authorities After the invasion,
they took part in the resistance
mevement but at the same time
called upon the workers to place
their confidence in de Gaulle.
WARNED THE MASSES
Meanwhile, La Verite warned the
Frensh masses that both the Nazi

Real Issue in France and ltal
ho Shail Run the Coun

By Joseph Hansen

The one issue that stands out above all others in the col-

ce and Italy can be stated very
try?

The capitalists see this very clearly. To retain power they

case of I‘rauce of somehow hang-
ing on to the colonial empire.

All this means that the French
and Ttalian workers can solve their
economic problems only by ending
capitalism and building a socialist |
economy. Consequently every major
struggle of the workers inevitably
leads at a certain stage to a chal-
lenge of capitalist rule.

GUARANTEE PROFITS

The capitalists seek a definitive
answer to this repeated challenge—
a totalitarian government to smash
the working class organizations,
terrorize the masses, decapitate
their leadership, and hold down the
standard of living to levels that
will guarantee the capitalists their
sacred profits.

The leading candidate for the
fuehrer to head such a regime in
France is de Gaulle, Reaction has
consolidated under his banner and
he is now biding his lime, waiting
to come to power at the most pro- |
pitious moment as did Mussolini,
Hitler and Franco,

That moment will come if the |
working class fails to go forward—
if it fails to establish a Workers
and Farmers Government and set-
tle accounts with the entire capi-
talist class.

If the working clags instead of
going forward falls back, permitting
the capitalists to retain power, then
the fascist movement with the as-
sistance of such politicians as Pre-
mier Schuman will open up its of-
fensive,

Wide sections of the middle class,
disappointed by the failure of the
workers to take over, will shift to
de Gaulle, further strengthening his
forces at the expense of the work-
ing class.

KNIFE'S EDGE

The strike in France places the
fate of the country on a knife
edge. The workers clearly have the
power to set up their own govern-
ment now. In the language of poli-
tics they are telling their leaders,

“Go ahead; end the present un-
endurable situation; organize so-
cialism.”

But these leaders have no such
intentions. The Soeial Democrats
want to maintain the status quo.
They performed yeoman service in
bolstering capitalism by accepting

collaborator, Laval, and the Allied|of the Soviet Union, and in the

key cabinet posts and administrat-

Y
try?

GENERAL DE GAULLE

ing the "austerity"
capitalist class.

SAME AIM

The trade union bureaucrats such
as Leon Jouhaux have the same
aim. Al present Jouhaux is head-
ing a "back to work™ movement,
thus breaking labor's ranks during
a crucial strike.

program of the

The Stalinists are playing an
equally treacherous role. Up until
the eve of the London Conference
of Foreign Ministers they too tried
to block the working class [rom
moving forward. Even after being
kicked out of the capitalist govern-
ment they continued to back French
capitalism.

They {inally conceded to the
pressure of the workers for strike
action only when it coincided with
the foreign diplomatic requirements
of the Kremlin. Then without re-
gard for timing they did thel¥ ut-
most Lo stage a nation-wide demon-
stration — not for the purpose of
bringing a Workers and FParmers
Government to power — but to put
pressure on Wall Street in order
to get better terms for the Krem-
lin at the London Conference.

Only the Trotskyists have ex-
plained the real issues facing the
French and Italian workers and
advocated the program of revofit=
tionary sccialism to meet those lg=
sues. The swift spread of that
progrim among the workers is. the
great hope for a successful struggle
to save France and Italy from capl-
talist reaction and open up the
road to a Socialist United States of
Europe with Its guarantee of en-

during peace and unlimited plenty,

colluborator, de Gaulle, were their
class enemies.

Alter the close of the war, the
Stalinists acclaimed de Gaulie as
the leader of the French Nation
and took key posts in his govern-
ment. From 1944 to 1947, while the
French Trotskyists were explaining
1o the workers that they could solve
their immediate problems only by
estaplishing their own rule, the
Gtalinists urged them to increased
offorts at the bench and checked
their strike struggles,

April, 1947, was a turning point in
the French labor movement, The
strike of the Renault auto works
was initiated agninst the opposition
of the official Stalinist trade union
leaders. The Stalinists were given
a sericus setback by the workers.
The Trotskyists, despite their nu-
merical weakness, took a prominent
part in organizing this strike.
!l:\VE WON RESPECT

Although Stalinist influence is
still strone ameng the French work-
ers, the ideas of Trotskylsm are
gaining in popularity. The lovalty
of the Trotskyists to principle has
hem great respect ameng the
advanced militants,

The warm interest in the Trot-
skyist program shown by the youth

By Evelyn Atwood
The mounting wave of mass
strikes and political demonstra-
tions in France continues to-
day—after interruption by the

war many features of the
heroic struggles of the French
workers in the middle 1930’s. Then,
too, they sought a revolutionary so-
lution to capitalist anarchy, wars
and the threat of fascism.

In 1934, soon after Hitler took
power in Germany, a similar social
crisis began unfolding In France.
In wave upon wave of gigantic
class battles, the French workers re-
sisted the rise of reaction. They
had the numbers and fighting ca-
pacity to enable them to set up
their own Workers and Farmers
Government. But they were held
rack by the leaders of the Commu-
nist (Stalinist) and Socialist parties
and by the heads of the General
Confederaiion of Labor (CGT) who
feared to mobilize them in the
struggle for revolutionary victory.
“WHITHER FRANCE?"

led to negotiations for fusion with
the PC1, indicates what excellent
prospeets the Fourth International
has for ranid growth in the near

Trotsky's Book 'Whither France’
Gives Key to Situation of Today

lished as a book, Whither France,
Trotsky explained the revolutionary
nature of the crisis.

Trotsky began with the funda-
mental fact that world capitalism,
and French capitalism in particu-
lar, was heading toward complete
bankruptey. It could no longer as-
sure the people either bread or
peace. Capitalism could no longer
afford even democratic reforms, but
must take back those it reluctantly
granted in the period of its rise
and replace them with fascism.
Since capitalism could no longer
be made to work for the people,
Trotsky said the workers must
make a “revolutionary invasion™ of
the right of capitalist private prop-
ertv. The means of production
must be placed in the hands of the
whole people.

Trotsky explained that a genuine
struggle against fascism could only
be carried out by the independent
class action of the working people.
The anti-fascist struggle, he point-
ed out, might begin as a defensive
one. But it must pass over to an

future in France. In a series of articles, later pub-

offensive under the general slogan

vance guard of a squadron of 11
war ships.
HEROIC BATTLES

For three wecks now, Italy has
been blanketed with strikes and
militant  political demonstrations.

Washington has indicated its

in Greece if the political crisis
there continues to sharpen. That

is the meaning of the order .ost-
1@ withdrawal of American
troops from Italy.

Scheduled to leave on Dec. 3,
evacuation was delaved on Nov. 29
until Dec. 14, the deadline sct by
the Allied peace treaty.

A trial balloon was sent up o
test public reaction to a still longer
postponement. A Dec. 2 Rome dis-
pateh  claimed that the “United
States Army would be willing to
give the Italian Government mili-
tary ‘'assistance and advice' if re-
quested.”

The Italian Foreign Ministry ad- |
mitted that the Italian Ambassador
to Washington, “had been in almost
daily contact with the State De-
partment, which had shown
a deep preacccupittion over the turn
that events in Italy were taking."”

On Deg, 1, in a threatening dis-
play of force, three American crui-
sers steamed into Naples, the ad-

\

City halls have been taken over.
Battles have been fought with the
solice, Barricades and road blocks
have been thrown up in a number
ol areas where the populace seeks
to replace the capitalist authorities
bv a new government of their own.

What disturbed the State De-
partment the most apparently was
the general strike in Milan Nov. 28.
When the prefect, Troilo, was dis-
missed from office by de Gasperi,
some 10.000 workers took over the
City Hall, the telephone exchange
and other strategic points.

A “Citizens Committee” took over
the administration without the
lcust violence or bloodshed, and ran
this important city of 1,000,000 peo-
ple for a day. The workers re-
sponded to its call for a general
strike. The army was ordered to
move in but the generals refused.
The police likewise showed their
sympathy with the workers.

Only when the Stalinists, head-

| sisted that all they want is posts in

ing the committee, agreed to re-
linquish power could de Gasperi's
political machine again assume of-
fice.

This seizure of power was a
graphic demonstration of the ease
with which the working class in
Italy could set up a Workers and
Farmers Government if the Stalin-
ists did not stand in the way,

BIG QUESTION
But the Stalinists once again in-

!

de Gasperi’s cabinet. They have
sabotaged a concerted general na-|
tion-wide struggie, having refused
up to this point to call out lh°
workers under their influence in
such key industries as the railways.

The big question now facing Italy
is whether the Stalinists will suc-
ceed in preventing the workers from
going forward. If the workers take
power in other cities as they did in
Milan and refuse to hand the reins
back to the capitalist regime, then
it is but a step to the formation of
a Workers and Farmers Govern-
ment and the beginning of a de-
cisive struggle to end capitalism in
Italy.

of “All Power to the Workers and
Farmers Government,” Such - a
struggle requires the formation of
a Workers' Militia. In sharp con-
trast to every other politiocal fen-
dency, Trotsky emphasized that
“Other than the socialist revolution,
there is no way out.”

RAISED RED FLAG

In 1936 a million and a half
French workers undertook the of-
fensive that Trotsky predicted. They
engaged in gigantic sit-down strikes
and raised the red flag over the
factories they occupied, They had
power within their grasp, but were
rehbed of this power through the
treachery of the *"Popular Front"
leadership. 1In 1938 the French
workers were poised on the verge of
a general strike.

The general strike, Trotsky said,
is "npy its very essence a political
act. It opposes the working class
as a whole to the bourgeois state

. The general strike poses direct-
ly the question of the conquest of
power by the proletariat.” But the
Stalinist and Socialist leaders, who
light-mindedly piayed with this
“sharpest weapon™ of the class
struggle, had no intention of mo-
bilizing the working class with the
perspective of establishing a Work-
ers and, Farmers Government.

In a revolutionary situation—
such as exists today in France—
Trotsky demonstrated that the
question of victory for the working

| class hinges upon a bold revolution-

ary program and an incorruptible
leadership capable of carrying the
struggle through to the very end.

Once more, “the French people
have arrived al the crossroada: one
way leads to the socialist revelu-
tion; the other to Fuscist catastro-
phe. The choice depends on the
working class”  As in 1936 ~the
workers will have their chance, buf
“victory is conceivable only on the
ba.sxs of the methods of Bolshev.
|ism," Today in France that mean:
the program of Trotskylsm.
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"Whatever may be the slogans and the motive for which the

general strike is initiated, if it includes the genuine masses and if
these masses are quite resolved to struggle, the general strike inevit-
ably poses before all the classes in the nation the question: Who will
be the rnaster of the house? The leaders of the proletariat musi
understand this internal logic of the general strike, unless they aré not
leaders but dilettantes and adventurers. Politically this implies that
from now on the leaders will continue to pose before the proletariat
{he 'task 'of the revolutionary conquest of power. If not, they must not
venture to speak of the general strike. But by renouncing the general
strike, théy renounce thereby all revoluhonary struggle, that is to say,
they betray the proletariat to Fascism."  —Leon Trotsky, 1935

“Austerity” Program Faces American People

Y. 8. TOLD IT FACES HARDSHIPS BUT
MUST SPEED EUROPE AID; '‘AUSTERE’
CONTROLS PRESSED.”

That is the main front-page headline in the Nov.
27 New York Times. What the American peeple
face in the immediate future is described in two
special articles.

One begins: “The European recovery program
may cause definite hardship in this country . ..
the Truman Administration conceded for the first
time today through an authorized spokesman at
peolicy level.” The other states: '‘An austere pro-
gram in aid of Europe’s hungry . . . was laid out
for Congress by the Administration today.”

Austerity and hardship. Those are the very
words used to describe the hunger program put
into effect in war-ruined and partially-devastated
England. For weeks the American Big Business
press has snickered and sneered at the British La-
bor government’s “austerity” program and blamed
England’s ruin on the alleged “socialism” intro-
duced by Attlee and Bevin,

Now we are openly informed ‘that in the United
States, the very citadel of capitalist “free enter-

prise”’sand a country untouched by war’s devasta-
tion, we face a future of “austerity” and “hard-
ship.”

Is it to ease the plight of Europe's hungry?’ That .

is a lie. The Truman-Marshall “foreign aid” pro-
gram contains not an atom of humanitarianism.

It is demgned solely to prop up reactionary capi-
talist regimes which are this very day reprebsmg
and murdering workeérs—in Greece, in France, in
Italy. It is designed td build Wall Street’s spring-
board in Europe for world war.

‘We face austerity and hardship for reasons the
Times articles fail to state. Here are a couple from
other news releases’ last week:

“If it really means business,” the U. S. govern-
ment will have to double its expenditures for atom
bomb ‘plants—spend § billion dollars—said David
Llllenthal Atomic Energy Commission chairman.

The United States must spend new “billions" for
a military air fleet with bases throughout the world,
Truman’s Air Policy Commission is proposing.

In short, American Big Business is getting ready
for atomic war to dominate the whole globe. That
is ‘Why Washington offers only “austerity” and
“hardship.”

Christmas Spirit, Capitalist Style

This is the Christmas season, when paretits think
of toys for children, when Christmas trees are or-
dered for decoration, when the newspapers remind
you that the days for gift shopping are numbered
and fill their pages with enticing ads, This is the
season portrayed in press and pulpit, in schools and
?&\:s. in offices and shops as the harbinger of

ce on Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”

This ballyhoo exploits the genuine desire of the
people for peace and good will. But just how much
good will is there in this capitalist United States?

There’s scarcely peace, let alone good will for
those whose skins are colored, In Logansvile,
Georgia, near which two Negro men and their
wives swere lynched last year, every Negro church
and school in the community was recently de-
stroyed by fire, and white mobs have let loose an-
other reign of terror. And in the far North a 19-
year:old Negro veteran, returning from a visit to
the “Freedom Train” in Rochester, N. Y., was mur-
dered in cold blood by six white policemen, who
were promptly exonerated.

Sealed Train in Indonesia

Brutality has become such a standard part of the
capitalist systert in this epoch that a new shocker
rarély rates more than a brief inch or two in the
press. After all, what difference does it make if
a few more die before their time? And what dif-
ference how they die? Is there anything less secred
or less valued under capitalism than human life?

Take, for instance, the small dispatch from In-
donesia sandwiched the other day between the joy-
ous Christmas advertisements.

The Dutch Army in Indonesia, said the dispatch,
loaded three box cars with 100 Javanese they thad
taken in the colonial war. They sealed the box
cars. Then they hauled this human cargo across
Indonesia on a 15-hour journey.

Since this cargo was less valuable than cabbages,
fertilizer or hogs, no inspection was made until it
arrived. No food. No water. No fresh air.

When the Dutch officers finally got around to
opening the first carload of 44 Indonesians, 11 had
to be taken to the hospital. In the second car of
29, they found 8 dead. In the third car of 38, not
one survived. '

If we were in the spirit of the times we would

There’s not much good will toward organizers
of labor, not even when one happens to be a woman
like Mrs. Edna Martin, 41, and widowed mother of
six children. Because she worked for the CIO Tex-
tile Workers Union, she was kidnapped, tossed
half clad into a truck, thrown out on the road and
threatened with death, if she returned. And in
Phoenix, Arizona, Governor Osborn’s seasonal good
will' was expressed by calling out the troops against
striking CIO lettuce packers and declaring martxal
law.

The landlords may have goed cause to rejoice but
this is no season of joyfulness for Mr. and Mrs.
Kelly and their seven children, who are facing evic-
tion—in midwinter—from their Brooklyn basement
home. Nor for the 90 families a week evicted from
Detroit homes, nor for the hundreds of others evic-
ted daily throughout the country.

“Peace,” cry the warmongers. “Good will,”
chime the price gougers. That’s the 1947 capitalist-
style Christmas spirit.

pass up this incident as nothing out of the ordinary
in the capitalist press. But with our revolutionary
socialist ideas about the importance of humanity
and the need to build a better world, we couldn’t
help thinking of that train as it crossed Java with
its cargo of doomed men.

- What were their thoughts as they pitched against
the box car walls in the dark, fighting for air? Did
they waste breath screaming for help? Did they
perhaps repent their “crime” of fighting for -the
freedom of their country the way the American
patriots of 1776 fought for freedom from the
foreign tyrant?

As they ‘died, did they spare a thought for the
America of 1947 that supplied the arms used by the
Dutch imperialists to subjugate their land? Did
they recall the American promise during the war
to bring them “Four Freedoms?”

The dispatch didn’t say anything at all about
such things. Nowadays horror and suffering under
capitalism isn't news. The murder of 46 Indonesi-
ans in sealed box cars isn’t worth more than a cou-
ple of sentences alongside the cheerful and highly
profitable Christmas ads,

Miners Tell Gov't "Hands Off!”

The AFL United Mine Workers has ‘served no- ¢

tice that it doesn't want government intervention
in any way, shape or form when coal wage negoti-
ations begin in 1948.

The current issue of the union's Mine Workers
Journal bluntly says: “The coal miners have had
enough—in fact too much— of government med-
dling in coal affairs and we want no more of it.”

The Journal especially points out that “some an-
ti-inion-minded coal operators” want government
conitrols restored so “they can have the Govern-
ment front for them when wage negotiations start.”

It is. easy to understand why the miners distrust
any government “regulation” in the coal industry,
even when it is camouflaged as “price control” or
“aid to Europe.”

They have learned through bitter experience that
no matter what pretext the government uses for in-
tervening in the coal industry, the miners always
get it in the neck.

This capitalist government has repeatedly wrap-
ped an anti-union club in an American flag and

‘beaten the miners over the head with mine
“seizures,” injunctions, troops, million dollar fines
and other types of plain and fancy strikebreaking.

Every time the miners have fought for better
wages, decent working and living conditions or
mine safety, the government has done the coal
barons’ dirty work. No wonder the miners prefer
to battle it out with the operators without govern-
ment interference.

The miners have learned their lesson. Other
workers whose strikes have been busted from Wash-
ington have learned this lesson, and more workers
will learn it in the not too distant future. The les-
son is a simple one. It is that this government, un-
der the thumb of Wall Street, and run by Wall
Street’s hired hands, always intervenes against the
workers.

Only when the American workers throw these
Big Business flunkies out and put in a Workers and
Farmers Government will the situation be altered.
The way to start is to build a Labor Party now.

s

By Art Preis

The Big Business press, and
its echoes among the profes-
sional Stalinophobes within the
labor movement, deliberately
misrepresented and exaggera-

ted the influence and role of
the Communist (Stalinist) Party in
the recent CIO United Auto Work-
ers econvention.

They tried to smear as Stalinist
“fellow travellers” and “stooges” wll
opponents of Walter Reuther
his arch-reactionary allies of the
Association of Catholic Trade Un-
ienists, whose battle-cry was “Get
the Commies!"”

Prior to the UAW convention,
The Militant exposed this attemnt
to tar the militant opposition to the
Reuther-ACTU machine with the
Stalinist brush. We pointed out Lhat
the Stalinists were a weak and dis-
credited infivence in the UAW,
without weight or influence.

PASSED JUDGMENT

We showed that the Thomas-Ad-
des-Leonard caucus, which con-
tained the best and maost conscious
UAW militants, was overwhelming-
ly anti-Stalinist in its ranks and
contained not a single Stalinist in
its leadership. The auto militants,
without resort to red-baiting, had
already passed stern judgment on
the Stalinists for their anti-labox
crimes and betrayals,

The events of the convention fully
confirmed our analysis, ‘The Stai-
inists were reduced to such desper-
ation and frustration by their piti-
able influence and isolation with-
in the Thomas-Addes-Leonard cati-
cus that! all their energies wore de-
voted to attempts to disrupt and
split the caucus.

These disruptive attempts became
more open and furious as the genu-
ine militants came to the fore in
the caucus and its leaders fought
more vigoriously on basic issues and
program. It was precisely when the
Thomas-Addes-Leonard group ook |
a firm and wncompromising stand
on the basic issue—opposition to

By John G. Wright

of Atomic Scientists is still
seeking to rouse public opinion
to the fact that the next war
is certain to see atom bombs used
on a large scale. These bombs, al-
ready far more effective than those
used over Japan or at
serts Alberl Einstein, who is Sure-
Iy in a nosition to speak with au-
thority,
will be comparatively cheap.” More-
over, he warns that large scale nse
of radio-active poison gases is like-
wise a stark threat.

Monopoly of atom bomb “secrels”
is out of the question., Einstein.
chairman of this Committee, as-
this atom bomb (hrough their
efforts within a short,
less myopie
country is immune to attack,
the contrarv. 1t is renderad
vulnerable precisely
ery

own
time.”

On
maore
bv {he discov-
of atomic explosives.

In all this, Einstein and his fel-
low scientists are performing a
highly progressive service, especial-
Iy in so far as they seek to awaken
public opinion to the realization of
what the conscquences of atomie
warfnre will be. With these weapons
as “the most cconomic form of de-
struction,” unless war is prevenied,
“it is likely to bring destruction on
a scale never before held possible
and even flow hardly conceived, and

The Role of the Stalmlsts
In the CIO Auto Workers

and |

The Emergency Committee gyt N

Bikini, as-

“will be plentiful and they

sumes that “the Russians will have

No
is the dream that this

| the Taft-Hartley “yellow dog" oath
‘—-lhlll the Stalinists found the at-
mnsphcro of the caucus intolerable.

EXPOSED WEAKNESS

Thay exposed their weakness and
isolation before the whole conven-
tion witen they treacherously vio-
lated the democratic decisions of
|lhc Thomas-Addes-Lecnard caucus
and twice ran their own candidates
i oppesition fo the caucus,
overwhelimingly bulk of the anti-
Reuther delegates decided to vote
against Reuther for president by
recording an abstention or absentee
| vate. The Stalinists ran John De-
\tho of Cleveland who got the votes

The |

“So what if you did give the General a new house in

Palm Beach — wasn’t he a close friend of ours?”’

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY
OF MOTHER JONES

THE MARCH OF THE MILL CHILDREN

In the spring of 1903 I went to Kensington, .Pennsyl-

vania, where 75,000 textile workers were. on strike., Of
this number at least 10,008
were little children. The
workers were siriking for
more pay and shorter
hours. LEverv day little
children cume into Union
Headqguarters, some with
their- hands off, some:with
the thuwibd missing, some
with their fingers off at
the knuckle. THey were
stoopect little tinings, round
shouldered and skinny.
Many of them were not
over 10 years of age, al-
though the siate law pro-
hibited their wovking be-
fore they were 12 years
of age.
3 The law was poorly en-
i i - forced and the mothers of
these children often swore falsely as to their children’s
age, In a single block in Kensington, 14 women, mothers
of 22 children all under 12, explained it was a question
of starvation or perjury. That the fathers had been killed
or maimed at the mines.

I asked the newspaper men why ey didn’t publish
the facts about child labor in Pennsylvania. They said
they couldn’t because the mill owners had stock in the
papers.

the Stalinists and reduced them to
a feeble and stranded right wing.
That was the deadliest blow of all
to the Stalinists.

Immediately after the conventlion,
Morris wrote: “However distasteful
the result in Atlantic City is 0
many people, there may be good
in it with the opportunity to re-
build the progressive movement in
’the union on a fresh basis . . . The
future in the UAW belongs to those
who get down lo the ranks NOW to
build a fighting rank and file move-
ment.”

In short, the Stalinists now aim
to build a “rank and file” faction
strictly under their own control.

of only a tiny handful of delegates.
They swung a [ew more votes by

sociate of the Stahnists,
ran against both Reuther's candi-
aates, Livingston, and the official
candidete of the anti-Reuther cau-
cus. Richard T. Leonard.

Even before the convention, the
Sitalinist Daily Worker gave sev-
eral hints of the CP’s intention {o
blow up the Thomas-Leonard-Ad-
des caucus where the Stalinists hid
already been pushed inlo a corner
by the genuine militants,

On the very eve cf the conven-
tion, George Morrig, professional
Trotskiist - baiter of the Daily
Worker, wrote that "it is wrong to
characterize the bloc (Thomas-
rLeonard-Addes) as even ‘left.'! The

| Communist (read Stalinists) and
‘lefls’ are a minovity within it. The
volicy makers and strategists of the

Addes-Thomas-Leonard bloc could
best be destribed as ‘middle-of-the-
read." "

DEADLY BLOW

On the second day of the conven-
tion Liorris wrote: “The truth is
lh'xt old relationships no longer
|n in the UAW. There is no
h,.m oany  Addes-Thomas-Leonard
|cauens in the sense- that it has been
known in the past . . ."
\ In reality, *“old relationships”
could "no longer hold" because the
Igemmm militanis in the caucus had

running for vice president a Negro, | painted
Shelton Tappres, who is a close as- | Williamson last week in the Daily
Tappes | Worker, called “Why Reuther

<A Tevealing picture of Stalinist
influence and aims in the UAW was
in two articles by John

won

in UAW." 1t is lamant.

HEADS WILL F'ALL

“It is clear,” writes Williamson,
“that the influencé of the Commu-
nists was only exerted in specific
blaces and not uniformly, and that
the disease of factionalismi and jcbs
had penetrated even the [abric
(sic!) of more than a few in the
Comrmunist ranks. In those in-
stances when the Communists found
it necessary to disassociate them-
selves from the coalition (Thomas-
Leonard-Addes caucus), it was not
always done in a public way, so
that the workers would know of our

a bitter

criticism.
‘Despite the correct estimate of
the Party nationally as to the de-

cisive importance of influencing the
auto workers on the politieal issues
of the day, and building the Party
among them, the Party as a whole

“Well, I've got stock in these little children,”
“and Y1l arrange a little publicity,”

We assembled a number of boys and girls one morn-
ing in Independence Park and from there we arranged
to parade with banners to the court house where we would
hold a meeting.

A grest crowd gathered in the public square in front
of the city hall. I pul the little boys with their fingers
off and hands crushed and maimed on a platform, I
held up their mutilated hands and showed them to the
erowd and made the statement that Philadelphia’s mane-
sions were built on the broken bones, the quivering hearts
and drooping heads of these children. That their little
lives went out to make wealth for others, That neither
state nor city- officials paid any attention to these wrongs:
That they did not care that these children were to be
the future citizens of the nation,

The officials of the city hall were standing in the
open windows, I held the little ones of the mills high
up above the heads of the crowd and pointed to their
puny arms and legs and hollow chests. They were light
to lift.

I called upon the millianaire manufacturers to cease
their moral murders, and I cried to the officials in the
open windows opposite, “Some day the workers will take
possession of your city hall, and when we. do, na child
will be sacrificed on the altar of profit”

The officials quickly closed the windows, just as they
had closed their eves and hearts,

The reporters quoted my statement that Philadelphia
mansions were built on the broken bones and quivering
hearts of children. The Philadelphia papers and the New
York papers got into a squabble with each other. over
the question. The universilies discussed it. Preachers began
talking. That was what I wanted. Public attention on the
subject of child labor.

THE CHILDREN GO FOR A TOUR

The matter quieted down for a while and I concluded
the people needed stirring up again. The Liberty Bell that
a century ago rang out for freedom against tyranny was
touring the country and crowds were coming to see it
everywhere. That gave me an idea. These little chikiren
were striking for some of the freedom that childhood ought
to have, and I décided that the children and T would go
on a tour.

1 asked some of the parents if they would let me have
their littie boys and girls for a week or ten days, promis-
ing to bring them back safe and sound. They consented.
A man named Sweeny was marshal for our “army.” 'A
few men and women went with me to help with the chil-
dren. They were on strike and I thought they miight as
well have a little recreation.

The children carried xnapsacks on their backs in which
was a knife and fork, a tin cup and plate. We took along
a wasi boiler in which to cook the food on the road. One
little fellow had a drum and another a fife, That was

said I,

did not show a day-to-day under-
standing of this and there must be
registered an unsatisfactory ideo-
logical, political and organizational
status of work of the party in many
areas as far as auto workers were
concerned.”

| Thus, the Stalinists themselves
record their debacle in the UAW,
And, as usual, heads will fall among
the lesser CP lights to atone lor

expaosed e "lcuist" pretcnws'of

the sins of the top leaders,

(that little civilization would .. sur-

vive it."”
O SOLUTION

There is no denying the urgency.
|Bvu when it cemes Lo offering a so-
\lun(m Einstein and his Commit-
tez remain as blind as the darkest
reactionaries. Einstein himself dis-
misses  as  “irrational” a  drastic
change of economic systems, the re-
placement of capitalism by social-
ism. This is the sole means of
averting war, because it alone pro-
vides the basis for a genuine world
| federation.  He and lis colleagues
continue instead to plead for the
| formation of a capilalist “federa-
Lion of nations,” Such a “supra-
tiational” state, with eor without
Russia’s participation, they feel
[sure, will just about fix everything.

They have learned exactly noth-

ing from the experience with two

such “supranational” capitalist
badies, namely: the defunct League
| of Nations, and its even viler Jepli-
al, the United Nations. They ap-
parently remain oblivious of the
fact that Wall Street billionaries
|are hell-bent on building a “supra-
national” empire, “peacefully” or by
brute force, but completely under
|hmr cwn demination,

l.'NDF.RSCORES SPEED

Simultaneous with the circulation
Ly the "Emergency Committee” of
its latest letter appealing for con-
tributions to its million dollar fund,

tobert A. Lovet!, Acting Secretary
of State, appeared before the Air
lPohcy Commission to demand the
immediate formation of an amw

Atomic Scientists and the Warmakers

fleett of wartime proportions, re- |
gardless of the admittedly “stagger-
ing cost.”

And as if to underscore the speed
with which atomic war plans are
being pushed, Washington has just
released news of the establishment

of a “permanent experimental sta-
tion" on Eniwetok atoll in the heart

of Lhe Pacific,

By advocating an utterly ficliti-
ous solution to a grave danger, the
atomic scientists not anly help ag-
gravate it, but they distract atten-
tion away {rom the warmakers who
are thereby enabled to proceed all
the more easily and rapidly with
thelr death-dealing preparaticns.

Only Victorious
Socialist Revolutions
Can Prevent

The Third World War!

Moaifesto of Ihe Fourth Intemotional
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our band. We carried banners that said, “We want more
schools and less hospitals.” “We want more time to play.”
“Prosperity is here. Where is ours?”

| We started from Philadelphia where we held a grea#f
mass meeting. I decided to go with the chiidren to see
President Roosevelt to ask him to have Congress pass
a law prohibiting the exploitation of childhood. I thoughg
that President Roosevelt might see these mill children
and compare them with his own little ones who were
spending - the summer on the secashore at Oyster Bay.
I thought, too, out of politeness, we might call on Morgan
in Wall Street who owned the mines where many of these
children’s fathers worked,

The children were very happy, having plenty to eat,
taking baths in the brooks and rivers every day. I thought
when the strike is over and they go back to the mills,
| they will never have another holiday like this. All along
| the line of march the farmers drove out to meet us
fwith wagon loads of fruit and vegetables. Their wives
brought the children clothes and money, The interurban
trainmen would step their trains and give us free rides.

Marshal Sweeney and I would go ahead to the towns
and arrange sleeping quarters for the children, and secure
meeting halls. As we marched on, it grew terribly hot.
There was no rain and the roads were heavy with ‘dust,
From time to time we haxl {0 send some of the children
biack to their homes. They were oo weak to stand the
march.

Everyvwhere we had wmeetings, showing up with living
children, the horrors of child labor.

Al one town the mayor said we could not hold & meet-
ing because he did not have sufficient police protection.
“These liltle children have never known any sort of pro-
teetion, your honor,"” I said, "and they are used to going
without it.” He let us have our meeting,

I czlled on the mayor of Princeton and asked for
| permission to speak opposite tiie campus of the Uni-
versity, T said I wanted to speak on higher educdtion,
The mayor gave me permission. A great crowd gathered,
professors and students and the people; and T told them
that the rich robbed these little children of any educa-
tion of the lowest order that they might send their sons
and daughters to places of higher education. That they
used the hands and feet of little children that they might
buy automebiles for their wives and police dogs for their
daughters to talk French to. I said the mill owners take
babies almost from the cradle. And I showed those pro-
fessors children in our army who could scarcely read
or write because they were working ten hours a day in the
silk mills of Pennsylvania.

“Here's a text book on economics,” I said, pointing
Lo a little chap, James Ashworth, who was ten vears old
and who was stooped over like an old man from carrying
bundles of yarn that weighed 75 pounds. "He gels $3
a week and his sister who is 14 gets $6. Thev work in a
&rpet faciory 10 hours a day. while the children of the
rich are getting their higher education.”

That night we camped on the banks of Stony Brook
where years and years before the ragged Revolutionary
Army camped, Washington's brave soldiers that made their
fight for freedom,

(Reprinted by permission of Charles H. Kerr Co., Publishers, Chicago)
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Fhe Workers' FPorwm columns

“Good Reading

In the Paper”
RBditor:

I am not a member of the Socinl-
ist Workers Party and don't zver
expect to hecoms cone as T am not

cuite in accord w.th your program, |

but there is much good reading in
your paper. I always like The
Diary of a Steel Worker and now |
the Autcbiegraphy of Mother Jones
Of late we have misszd Grace Carl-
son's articles.

Mr..

Milwaukee,

A. Cortez
Wis.

Objects to Printing
Mother Jones Serial
Editor:

I will admit that the
Jones book you are serializing has
some gocd asnects; this fine old
working class fichter had an intev-
esting life and she
and effectively.

and the important eyvents now tak-

ing place. The Motiaer Jones' ma-
terial takes almost 5% of your
space. Don't you think that space

could be put to better use?
history you want. how about deal-
ing with a more recent period, such
as the rise of the CIO, which is nol

properly handled in any book avail-|

able and which is more pertinant!
to today’s preblems? Mother Jones'
Look should be recommended o
your readers and those who are in-
terested can gel it at the public
Jibrary.
. !
Newark, N.

Ed. Note: The abeve are the flrsl
two letters we have had from our
readers on the Mother Jones seri-
mlization. We would like to heny
Brom others. If you have any opinions
on it one way or another. picase
drop us a nole. Depending on the
expressions of opinion, that we re-
ceive by January 1. will depend our
decision on how many more install-
ments we print.

Dislikes Review

Of Steinbeck Book
Editor:

Like Sinclair Lewis, John Stein-

beck has been threatening to write |

a truly worthwhile book. The Wav-
ward Bus 1S not one. contrary to
Norma Christensen’s citation of one
worth-while chayter in an attempt
to log-roll it as being worth-whils
as a whole. It is rather surprising
to find The Militant wasting space
in reviewing a book lotally lacking
in interest to working class people.
especially at ths price. As a 25
cent reprint, the book would be «
fair buv. The reviewar's obvious
lack of understandine of what
Steinbeck is here attempting is also
disappeinting.

Here we have a bus named
“Sweetheart,"” a name painted ovey
its former title which is beszinning
to show through IInderneath can

PHILADELPHIA-
ALLENTOWN

Christmas Bazaar
Amd Auction

Dee. V3.1 peom

1o widnizht

1303 West Girard Ave.

Phone: St. 4-5820
Auspices Philadviphiac ACEW R

Sut..

Mothzr!

wrole sixxu)l‘."
Bul T think space|
in The Militant 1s too Iimited now | epoueh
to cover the many crucial problems |pointing out.

T it's |

dently

are npen to the opinions of the
| readers of The Militant.” Let-
lers are welcome on any subject
interest to the jeorkers, Keep
shart and include  your
address.  ludicate if
YOur NAMC i,

ol
titein
wame andd
wouw want

|
ascertained "el Gran TPoder de
I's route is from “Reb>:l
to San Juan de la Cru:
of the Virzin wiich
'(n mgliss in the windshield denotes
| curernatural guidance. What then
is to be surmised, given these sig- |
nificant facts? The author charts
Lthe rcule symbolically: From “Rebel
[ Corners™  (a \ug:eqtne onough
rame) to San Ju
John of the Cross). In other words,
roin proletarian awareness to spiri-
| tual mysticissn.  As  Lhough
were not enougl, he carries his
haracters ¢n the fading "Sweet-
heart” which betrays its original
name, “The Great Power of Jesus.™
| This along with the pendant in the
wvindshield guiding infallibly toward
the desunatfion sheuld b evidence
as to whal Steinbeck is
A withdrawal from
telass consciousness) to spiri-
tualism (salvation. the here-after)
The reviewer would have us wasie
our time wading throuch a book to
get to one “significant chapter!”

Steinbeck by his penetraling pre-
sentation causes characrers to take
on a far greater significance than
is their due. There are points in
the stery where he seemingly for-
lg eis himself and they make some
l‘(n(h\lﬂ remarks.  Stembeck evi-
hasn't  lived through his
|period of social awarenecss: 1n
Dubicus Battle, Grapes of Wratl,
Eut lize the nlol, which too hadl
| s wavward moments of waverng,
he will once again cet back on the
L, read of salvation, taking his readers
with him

be
{ Jesus

Cormners”
Ihe pandant

life

As Eleanor Clark siated in hipr
review in The Nation:
current  Book-af-the-Month  Ciuo

selection. If it were not, at least if 11\ the

Workers’ Forum

’lhe government

an do la Cruz 1Sq, |tell us we must eat less.

this |

It B also @ | Gng Answers on Technocracy.”

|

(it ware no:r by Steindzzk, it s
coubtiul  whether anvone wonld
| bave yesiewed i Conspicnousty
absent it The Militant are raviews
ol End As a Man, Knock on Any
Deor, ¢la. Why waste roaders' time
and monzv  in speculating over

tocks of dubions merit? Fortunate-

Iy thera faw being published

that warrant stuay and are worth
the time spent in reading them.

Norman Johnstone

Westville, N. J.

Ed. Note—The novel, End As
Ban., was reviewed in the Juiy 14
itant, A review of Knock on
Any Deor has been in prepnration
for several weeks and will be print-
ed in the near future.

The Greedy Must
‘Have Fat Profits

Lditor:

The problem of high prices and
tocd shortage has been solved. The
“worksr's wife need no longer lay
awake nights planning a  budget
that will it her husband’s pav
check, thanks to Robert A, Tal.
|who would be president. and Harry
S. Truman. the incumbent,

Tait assarts that {ood conserva-
ron can be effected br the sumple
meadinm of tichtening our helts and
not eating, Truman says, don't re-
quest nosecond helping, and don't
maks the first one too liberal,
starve the stock and noullrv so that
wlien the meoat is cooked, it will not

are o

appesr too inviting., Result, poor
|appatite, All this to be done (su
the: <laim for a goéed purpuse

’/\HI(‘]‘X('HUN must conserve food and

l

| fice. but they

Partition Incites Arabs
Against Palestine Jews

|

srain so that we can feed a hungry
world

Fortunately or not, take your
cnoice, we still can read and tvea-
son, and some of us remember rthat
just @ few days ago Marquis Childs
infermed us that all the granaries
in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Mon-
tana  were bursting with grain.
What Lecame of t? It is signifi-
cant too, that just a short time ago
destroved a hun-
dred million bushels of potatoes,
cay loads of canned goeds and other
| feod items. Still more waste going
on, while Taft and Truman never
raise a finger in protest. Yet they

Ol course, this wanton waste is
necessary in order to keep prices
up.  Never mind the hungry and
needy people. the greedy must have
1at profits.

The 20 billion dollars spent for
overseas relief went to support can-
italist armies whose function is to
keep in subjection the very peoplz
whom they profess to want to help,
workers just like vou and me. A
creat  game. gentlemen, but we
common people get very little fun
out of it viewed from wnere we sit.

I'inally, T wonder just what items
and what grades arve deleted from
the respective tables of eat-less
Taft and the No. 1 Boy of the
Democratic Party? Do they tak:2
skimypy helpings, or refuse choice
cuts of meat?  We workers have
Leen doing just that all our lives,
Leeause  our economic condition
prevents our doing otherwise.

H. G.
Youngstown, Ohio

Technocrat Pamphlet
Lauding the Fascists

Editor:

A pamphlet was given to me by
the Technocrats at one of their
meetings in 1937, called "Quesuons

$15 000 Militant Fund
Draws to a Successful F

1007 mark. Half of cur quota was ] nately situated for the moment and
raised through Militant socials, the are able lo send $200, as they did
rest from svmpathizers and mem- | recently., In the main, the paper is
bers." I sustained by the nickels, dimes and

Detroit Ruth: “The enzlosed |
check brirgs us to 88%. We will

ate the importance of supporting

In reply to the question, “What
attitude of the Technocrats
towards the Nazi and Fascists?” the
ramphlet indicated admiration of
their “achievements” and of their
method of seizing power.

I do not remember the aexact
wording, Lut could not forget the
meaning their answer was intended
to convey, 1 have tried since then
to buy another copy of this pam-
phlat from their San Francisco of-
seem to have gotten

rid of it

Hewever, it may be possible [oy

& | fome Militant reader to find a copy

in aun old book storz or attic. Per-

haps some member of Technotracy,

Ine, eanr b found who will pro-
duce one.

Don Barry

Oakland, Calif.

(Continued from Page 1)

to bow at the last moment t¢ U, S.
pressure

The role of the Kremlin is equnl-
ly cvnical and sinister. Stalin
playing with the destinies of Arab
and Jewish peoples as with so many
pawns, hoping to maneuver him-
self thereby into a more advan-
tagcous bargaining  position  with
respeel (o the United States,

The reaction of the Arab masses
1o the UN partition scheme is an
expression of Lheir desire to con-
duct struggle for genuine inde-

is

«

Come and meet other ‘Militant’ Readers at these Local Activities of

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

AKRON—2nd floor, 4 S. Howard
St. Open Mon. through Friday,
3 to 5 p.m.; Saturdays 2 to 4 p.m,

BOSTON—30 Stuart St. Open Sat-
urdays 1 pin. w 5 p.n.; Tuesdays
7:30 Lo 9:30 p.m.

BUFFALO — Militant
Main St., 2nd floor.
son 3980. Opcn every
except Sunday.

CHICAGO-T1T W,

Forum, 629
Phone MAdi-
afternoon

Adams (corner

Halsted). Open 11 a.n, (o 5 pm,
dally, except Sunday. Phone
Dearborn 4767. Library, book-
store.

CLEVELAND — DMilitant Forum
every Sunday. 8:30 p.m. at Peck’s
Hall, 1446 E. 82nd StL.. toff Wade
Park Ave..

DETROIT — 6108 Linwood Ave,
phone TY. 7-6267. Open Monday
through Saturday, 12 to 5 p.m.
Currvent events forum and open
house, Saturday from 8 p.m.

FLINT—215 E. Ninth St.. Flint 3.
Mich. Ogen every night 7-9 p. m..
Saturday nighis Open House,
Sunday nights Mestings and For-
ums.

LOS ANGELES-—Militant publish-
ing Assn., 316'= W. Pico Blvd.
Open daily, 12 noon to 3 p.m.
Phone Richmond 4644.

SAN PEDRO — Militant publishing
Assn,—1008 S. Pacific, Room 214.

LYNN, Mass. — 44 Central Square,
Room 11. Discussion every Tues-
day 7:30 p.m.; open Saturdays
1-6 p.m,

MILWAUKEE —Militant Bookshop,
608 S. H St. Open evenings Mon-
clay through Friday,. 7:30 pm. to
9:30 pm.

MINNEAPOLIS—10 South 4th St
open 10 am. to 6 pan. daily ex-
cept Sunday, Phone Main 7781
Library, bookstore.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.

NEW HAVEN-—Labor School, 855
Grand Ave., 3rd floor. Open cvery
Monday, 8 to 10:30 p.m.

NEWARK — 423 Springficld Ave,
Phione Blgelow 3-2574. Library and
reading room open weck nights,
7-10 pm.

Friday night forum, 8:30.

NEW YORK CITY HQ., 116 Uni-
versity Place, GR. 5-8149.

IARLEM: 103 W. 110 St. Room
23 MO. 2-1866.

Everv Thursday Open
sion, 8 p.m.

Discus-

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave,, 1st
floor, phone TT 2-0101,

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St
Phone ST. 3-7433.

CHELSEA: 130 W, 23 St., phone
CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal—Tor information
write Lo P.O. Box 1351. Oaklanr, 4

PHILADELPHIA — 1303-05 W. Gi-
rard Ave., 2nd floor, Open'duﬂy.
Friday forum, 8§ p.m. Phone Stev-
enson 4-5820.

PITTSBURGH—1418 Fifth Ave., 2nd
floor,

Open meetings every 1st and
third Sundays at 3:30 p.m.

Marxist Study Class every
Thursday 7-9 p.m. 1418 Fifth Ave.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 432 F
St., R. 213. Open Tuesday, Thurs-
day & Saturday, 1 to 5 pm.;
Monday, Wcednesday & Friday, 7
to 9 p.m.

SAN FRANCISCO — 1739 Fillmore
St.. 4th floor, San Francisco 15
Open noon to 4:30 p.m. except
Sunday. Phone FI 6-0410.

SEATTLE—Maynard Building, 1st
Avenue South & Washington,
Open Mon. thru Sat. noon to 5
p. m, Phone SE 0453—Library,
Beokstore. Fridays, 8 p.m. Branch |
Meeting ]

ST. LOUIS—1023 N. Grand Blvd.,
Room 312. Forums, Fridays, 7:30—
10 p. m. Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St., St. Paul
2, Phone Garfield 1137. Open
Caily 2:30-9:30 p.m.

TACOMA, Wash. — Meetings every
Wednesday, 8 p.m., at Odd Fellows
Hall, 6th and Fawcett. Discus-
stons on current topics. For infor-
mation, write P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO — 113 St. Clair St., 2nd |
floor. Open daily.

YOUNGSTOWN — 115 E. Federal
Bldg., Room 302, Youngstown 3,
O. Open 11-4:30 Monday through
Saturday, Phone 3-1355.

a militant workers' paper. especially
in these davs of reaction.

One such example is Mr. and
Mrs, T S, of Sanduskv. Thev write
—“Dear Srs: Wz are sending a
| very small ameunt (81.15).
, wonder why the odd change. we are

have the balance and may even go
over, by Dec. 7."

The last Scoreboard will appear
n the Deze. 22 issue of The Militant,
All final payments must be in New
York by Dec. 15 the very latest.

FROM OUR READERS

We take this oprortunity to thank l
all readers who contributed to the |
Militant Fund campaign, as well as
these who wrote explaining they |
could not make a donation at this
time. DBy this act, eachh has ex-
presscd his and her solidarity wilth
our fight for a better world.

Although the total amount re-
ceived from our readers was not as |
large as we had hoped, the knowl-
adge that sc many arve true friends
of The Militant is a great inspira-
tion.

The Mililnnt has very few friends

pay day, after cur bills were paid.

then if wa could, we would probably

The Militant, which is

cerned.

us f‘J)' anyvbody not

When Congress reconvened in
special session Nov. 17, all con-
gressmen had received a letter
from the AFL Sailors Union of
the Pacific, protesting plans to
use foreign bottoms for trans-
porting American goods to
Europe.

Since shipments under the Mar-
shall Plan will account for a large
share of U, 8. exports, the pro-
jected scheme to use foreign-flag
ships for 95“ of this service will
create  widespread
among seamen in this country.

The SUP denounced as "criminal”
the wholesale disposal of the war-
buill U, S merchant fleet. This
protest comes from the AFL Sailors
Union whose leaders like the ma-
jority of both the the AFL and
CIO leaders. support the main fea-
tures of the Marshdll Plan. It war-
rants special attention because this
is the first visible sign of exactly
what application of the Marshall
Plan means to the workers of this
country.

The idea of scrapping a sizable
section of the wartime fleet did
not originate with the Marshall
Plan. What it proposes is legis-

pendence. But the tragedy is that
the reactionary Arab leadership is
svceessiully sidetracking the wrath
of the masses into attacks against
the Jewish minority rather than
against their real enemies—the ln-
perialists, Here the Arvab leaders
play the game of Washingtén, Lon-
don and Paris. So long as Arabs
and Jews are at each other's
throits, the imperialist strangle-
hold on the Middle East is assured.
TRA? FOR BOTH

The partition plan is no less a
trap for the Jews than for the
Arabs. Their gains are purely :il-
lusory. The Jews will not have
gained a free and independent state
such -as emerged in Europe after the
pational revolutions of the 18th and
i9th centuries, This caricature of a
“Jewish state” comes into being in
a world of declining capitalism
when no small people—even those
already with a “state of thew own”
—has any independence to speak ol
Even if maintained agamnst the as-
saults of tho Arabs, this “Jewish |
state” wil! remain completely at the
mercy of the UN, that is, of the im-
rerialists who dominate the UN. lation permitting “sale” of cargo

Moreover, this “Jewish state” is | vessels to foreign nations after Dec.
baing established in a countrs ‘31. 1947. the present deadline for
\vhm:e the Jews are a minority, So |all such “sales.”
long as the Arab majority remains | 1r the Marshall Plan becomes
opposedt to this minority Jewish feffective this year. the following
state, the Jews in Palestine musl | nations will receive ships from the
live dangerously indeed. As loyal|y. s Maritime Commission valued
supperters of this reactionary par-|gap g total of 120 million dollars
tition plan. they will only retain | prance, $40,100,000; Italy,
and increase the hostility of the|pop: Greece, $41.300,000. Exactly
Arabs. without whose collaboration J how manv ships that will amount
the Jews can never gain any per- i, js pot known, but they will be
manent security or peace in the | delivered by March 1948 as part of
Middle East |the so-called “stop-gap relief.”

,

Nor is this all. The Middle East | ppe  gisposal of the merchant
i; one of the key areas for imperi- | naoi  giarted  immediately  after
alism, both because of its oil re- |\, war IT. It is by no means
seres and its strategic position. [, . judgment action. The U. S.

In the light of imperialist caleula- | \e itime Commission estimated as
tions and the threait of another | tong ago &s 1944 that of the 5.500-
world war, it should be obvious that ' 4y, fle6y which it operated during
the “Jewish state” can easily be- 'y wqr only about 1300 of these
come another bloody trap for the
Jewish people.

Instead of solving the problems
of either the Jews or Arabs in Pal-
estine, the partition scheme will
only azgravate them The pas-
condition for the liberation of Pal-

YOUNGSTOWN
I9th Anniversary Banquet

telebrate the Bicthdap ot

o tievut Jachary Py

estine is unityv between the Arabs

and Jews. This unity c¢an  be — THE MILITANT —
welded only 1 a joint strugale Sat..*Dee. 13, 5:30 P
against the imperialist oppressors N

on the basis of a revolutionary so- Roumanian Hall
cialist program, Partition, on the 645 Poland Ave.

contrary, erects another bavriey be- Lt ion $1.50 Chitdeen The

sending just what is left from last |

‘ Wish we could send a lol more, but |

unemployment !

$39,300.-

tween Arabs and Jews.

Jquarters from people who appreci- |

By Rose Karsner * —
National Campaign Director s bo d F
With only one week to go to corenoar or
the termination of tae $15,000 olle
Militant Fund Campaign, the $]5'000 Militant Fund
branches of the Soxalist Workers
Party are gearing their collections Branch Quoin Paid Percent
of pledges for a successful finish, St Loul§ ... ... s 50 s 115 230
Flint, with 115% beats Newark b)l‘ Flint ...... ...... 200 231 115
1%. Cleveland and Twin Citics iol- Newark 500 569 114
low with 104%. St. Louis continues | Twin Cities .......... 1,000 1,044 104
with its collections. Another re- Cleveland  ......... ... 250 259 104
mittance the past week brings this : Connectiont -........... 200 200 100
branch to 2307, the highest ai Massillon . ..0ooooo . 50 50 100
sranch ever reached. . Milwaukee 200 200 100
FROM THE BRANCHES | Oakiand .............. 250 250 100
Cleveland — Bob: “The enclosal Chicago ....... ]-?00 1,393 92
check put us over the top. IL was|[| | Pl;'maldcfhm ----------- 300 272 90
done with such ease that a motion | P.th DUrgh  vovcvienenas 150 142 90
was made at our last meetling to Det,m“‘ 600 529 88
raise our sights to $300." New: YOrk' \vyeeesemaaass 4,500 3,915 87
Massill Mac: “We raised _ : Buffalo ............... 600 515 86
AT oA € Jarseq) ourl Allentown-Bethlehem .. 75 63 84
quota before we had expected. En- Los Angeles 1,500 1.169 7
closed find check which makes us | BOSLON oo '275 ’179 65
Ww00%. - | e E (Boston: wuiiiilciiie,
Y gStowll ......vens
Boston—Brady: “We should be nz:_x:nstom ggg ::;f g::
all paid up in a week. Hope thz TRCOMR. - oo 25 15 80
campmisn IS gs_suc-cessful oVeLye San Francisco ......... 1.250 746 59
where else as it is here. Our Mil- Lynn 195 70 56
Fitant Ball was a success." Reqdin.g. """""""" 100 50 50
Los Angeles — Myra: “Enclosed raiee Sefsosinmvanaies
. . - Beattle: .oviiciiivinaa 300 133 44
find a check which brings us to ,
78%  We will fulfill ) y San Diego ............. 100 42 42
s erwRl Ui our quole: on TOIAO .+ evesenreanns 150 61 41
’ Y Rochester ............. 25 10
Chicago — Havrold: “We are sure W(::Cq: Qvgfmm,‘ 2; 10 :3
we will go over the top before the ol i ea
end of the campaign. Many of the Genert; Coblsibutions.: 403 .
members' here ll‘.a\."-z sacrificed 1o TOTAL THROUGH DEC. 2 $13.238 82
meet their pledges.
Cennecticut — White: “The en-
closed payment bhrings us up to the|like B & C who are more fortu-|see what is goimng on in this coun-

try.'"

Then there is R. B. of Chicago
who sends $2.20 and says: '‘Dear
Friends: 1 don’t seem to have much
Iuck with collections, but I can say

i for myself T enjoy reading this lit-

| tle paper.

If you

l

not be the type to payv attention to | Klingberg 25¢; McKay $1;
the omly  SI;
paper printed, as far as we are con- |45¢c; Washburn 45¢; Siegel $1;
It seems plain stupid to|owilz $3: Mondrus $5. Abrams $1.
Lo b: ahle to Haglund $1.

|

| tonnage on favorable terms.

rcard and sending it real soon.
much good luck with |

I still want to be a mem-
so I am filling out the coin-
I

ber

wish you verv
veur work and the news Lhis paper
carries."”

Since the last report, we received
the following from our readers:

Tondewald 50c; Hampton $1: Os-
Lorn 50c; Curtis $1;. Moore $2.30:
25c; Porter

Wagner $2; King

:Readers Take Extra Copies
For Their Fellow Workers

Harmin |

|

|

rive
mish

“Enclosed is $5 Lo be used as fol-
lows:
for one year and $4 to pay for the

cost of a bundle of five Militants

26 weeks,”

Thus writes “A Railroad Train-
man"” from Minnesota, who obvi-
ously intends to use the extra cop-
ies to distribute to fellow workers
and friends, doubtless with the idea |
of getting subscriptions in his com- |
munity or on his travels.

He closes the brief letter.

each week for

“Yours

for the complete abolition of satan- '

ic capitalism and all of its bloody
stains.”

With that we are in the heartiest
agreement. He has certainly come to

| the right place and is taking wise

steps toward his goal, by helping to
spread the socialist message of this
“fightingest labor paper in all Am-
erica.”

. © ®

This is the second similar bundle
order in the last three weeks.

D. W. M. of Oregon had his sub
increased to five copies “to try an

experiment in obtaining subs.” He
was also going to sell individual

copies to “fellows who like to read
The Militant but do not care to
have it sent to their addresses for
personal reasons. “The cartoon about
the upper cruster who collapsed
when he received The Militant in-
stead of the Wall Street Journal
made a hit at the mill where I am
employed.”

A few other readers have lately
taken out second subs so they could
always have a spare one to pass
around while Keeping a complete
file at home.

These are some of the ways ar-

'dent readers spread The Militant's

Gur- message of world working class un-

ity aimed at wiping out capitalist
e\rploxzallon depressions and wars

been scaled down, and it now ap-
pears that the number of American-
flag ships will be considerably less
than a thousand,

The big capitalists in this coun-
try are not concerned about main-
taining a large merchant fleet.
They want (o retain what they call
the “know-how"” in ship building
and operation. For this purpose
they need only a limited fleet which
serves as an auxiliary to {tHeir
Navy. This idea was clearly form-
nlated in the Merchant Marine
Act of 1936,

Finding themselves with a huge
war-inflated merchant {leet, gov-
ernment-owned and government-
operated, the ruling class has been
more than anxious to unload it

The Marshall Plan and
The American Seamen

SAN FANCISCO, Nov. 23— war trade. That estimate has

since put the same ships in competition

with American ships cut of Amer-
ican ports. They naturally are in
the position to underbid the Amer-
ican shipowners on the freight mar-
ket due to the fact that, first of
all, they run their ships much
cheaper; they can repair their ves-
sels in the cheapest yards: they
carry less crews than American
ships, ard pay, at least, less than
half of what American seamen
earn,"”

But the present congressmen have
small interest in all this. Nol only
do U. S.
service cheaper from foreign na-
tionals, but this also builds up
dollar credits abroad in direct pro-
portion to what i1s paid out for
these services, thus enabling more

To them it now represents only a | American goods to be sold on the

burden.

It is much cheaper for American |

industry to hire the shipping serv-
ices of foreign-flag ships for ex-
port of their commodities. What
happens when this cheaper service

is sought was clearly stated in the | to the American taxpayer.

Sailors Union letter
men:

"“As you no doubt are aware, the
American Merchant Marine is rap-
idly dwindling, Hundreds of Amer-
ican ships are laid up in various
creeks and bays in the United
States, leaving thousands of Amer-
jcan seamen and shipyard workers
idle. Foreign countries have been
given American ships outright or
have been able to buy American
These

to congress-

| same countries which have been

|
|

vessels wonld be used in the post-]

given American ships, immediately

MARITIME
By Frederick J. Lang

A comprehensive study of

labor relations in the mari-

time industry and a mili-

tant program for the solu-

tion of seamen's problems.

182 pages $1.00
Order {from

PIONEER
I 16 University Place

PUBLISHERS
New York 3, N. Y.

i

| foreign market,

There is still a further mcentive
for the present Congress of Big
Business to transfer to foreign reg-
istry the government-ownecd flect,
built at a 25 billion dollar expense
In many
instances, such as the shipping com-
panies organized under
manian flag, those foreign com-
panies are controlled by American
capital. Thus another market is
created for the investment of sur-
plus capital by the bankers of this
country. This

$1 to renew my subscription

industrialists get shipping

the Pana- |

has proved to be.

[and establishing a socialist society
of plenty and peace.

.

James W, Connery of Kewanee,
I, is back in the running with
| two new subs this week after a
iperiod of illness. We hope he is
Imuy recovered and doesn't let sub
work endanger his health. He is
| 75 vears old and one of our staunch-
| est. boosters.

v . &

San Pedro branch of Los Angeles
| local has set up several “silent
| salesmen” sireet stands. A box for
contributions is locked with the
| stand to a lamp post for people to
'deposxt payment for papers. “This
is a method used by all papers
throughout Los Angeles and has al-
(ready yielded good returns In our
case,” writes Al Lynn, L. A. litera-
ture agent. “We also have a request
from a Pasadena reader for suth
stancds there.”

® L

Chicago Branch sent 20 subs “ob-
tained at the first of our four new
and renewal sub mobilizations,”
wrote Helen F. “In spite of rough
Chicago weather we had a very
good turnout. Trotsky’s biography
of Stalin will be given to the com-
rade who brings in the most subs.

So far Howard P. is leading with
five."”
Harry L. of the Bronx is now

servicing a group of six newsstands
that carry 1%ie Militant in his area.
Finding how easy it was to get one
to carry the paper, he went out
again and lined up five more to
which he delivers the paper weekly.
He supplied the stands with our
attractive rcd, black and white
pesters advertising the paper.

-

~ s

Flint Branch sent 18 subs, nearly
all obtained by workers in the
sheps.,

' Militant  Affair
Best Ever Held

in San Francisco

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 29
—The Bay Area Local of the

Socialist Workers Party last
| Saturday night celebrated the 19th
| Anniversary of The Militant in the
most successful affair ever held in
its new headquarters. Almost 80
members and sympathizers attend-
ed, and enjoyed the main feature of
the evening, a skit dramatizing the
cutstanding events of the year as
puLlished in The Militant.

Among these events were included

the trials and joys of a Militant sub-
getter, a reading of Langston
Hughes™ "Freedom Train," parts of
which appearsad in the "Negro
Struggle™ column, and Kovalesky's
column  was represented by “The

Steelworkers Dream.”

In a more serious vein, there were
voices representing the people of
“liberated” countries after the war:
Next came the utterances of reac-
tionary critics of The Militant and
of Trotskyism, as personified by
Isuch vecple as Winston Churchill
jand  Walter Winchell. The skit
yclosed with a brief talk on the
growth of The Militant from its
earliest times and ils importance
today in leading the workers to
freedem and Socialism.

such a lucrative field that some of |

the biggest shipping companies here
are turning their attention to the
operation of foreign-flag fleets,

Thus thee Is no pressure on the
present Congress to halt disposal
of U. S. shipping. Just the con-
trary. It is only natural that this
project for the disposal of American
shipping should be incorporated in
the Marshall Plan.
whom this plan intends to atd are
the Big Business interests of this

country. This aid will come al the |

(expense of the American workers.

r And among the first

\

to suffer its
evil effects are the American sea-
men,

The only ones |

| An excellent buffet supper was
| highlighted -with a4 fine birthddy
| cake containing 19 candles. The
cake was decorated with' a repro-

auction of the front page of The
| Militant in red and white icing,

The hall was decorated with ban-
jners advertising The Militant and

with reproductions of Laura Gray's
| cartoons.

I Several Militant subs were sold,
and most of those present for the
first time enjoved themselves so
mueh that they were anxious to re-

turn to another social. Proceeds of
the affair, going to the Militant
Fund, were $72.34.

South American Curios, Afri
Toys, Scarves, Sweaters, Blous
Cigarette Cases an

NEW YORK CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Bargain Prices on Unusual Items for Gifts

TWO DAYS — SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

Deco 152 poome to midaight Deeo V12 pone to midnight
Social begins at & p.om 130 West 25 Street
Auspices: New York ACEWR

can Carvings, Exotic Perfumes
es, Costume Jewelry, Watches,
d Many Other ltems




Diary of a Steel Worker

The Case of Marty Kernahan

By Theodore Kovalesky

THE MILITANT

It’s like a diamond with layers of dust that have
gathered over it one by one until it is completely
hidden.

But it's still there, still beautiful and un-
changed, waiting for the layers
to be swept off. It's something
that happened, a part of life that
has pgssed but still lives some-
where inside of Marty Kernahan.

Today when you talk to Marty
he doesn't impress you very much.
He votes a straight Democratic
ticket, thinks the Soviet Union
may start a war any day now
and that Communism must be stopped. He never
bothers to go to union meelings and is in general
a” pretty reactionary guy.

You'd never dream that there's a key that will
open a door in Marty and show you something in
him -that’s entirely contrary to the man you think
hg is. Just mention Flint, Michigan or the sit-down
strikes.

I met Marty once in Emil's place when we were
cashing our checks, and I didn't care much for him.
But then, somehow or other, the magic word was
sald. The key was turned.

Marty forgot what he had been saying. His face
lighted up. “Boy," he exclaimed, *“those were the
days!”

“Were you there?" I asked, surprised.

“Was I there! I was in that plant from start
to finish!”

Pete, Jimmy, and Gus Miller gathered around to

ear. We got another beer, and Marty told us all
about it.

He told about the committees that were formed,
about the meetings they held in the plant. He told
gs about the scared, sullen cops that clustered out-
side. “We got some big, strong picces of rubber
and made slingshots out of it. When those cops
tried to get funny, we'd shoot heavy bolts out of
the windows at them.

“Why,” he went on, “we owned that plant! We
had the plant lock, stock and barrel, and we had the

The Negro Struggle

town too. There we were, just a bunch of work-
ingmen, a gang of guys in a union, and we con-
trolled the whole town. When we were inside, we

used to say, 'Why should we give it back? We got.

the plant, and we got the town. We ought to keep
them, because we sure as hell can run them a lot
better than the guys that have been running them'.”

I looked at Marty. I looked at his self-satisfied
grin, and for a moment I couldn’t make him out.
Here was this reactionary guy, you'd almost call
him a fink, grinning his head off, telling us about
how he had belped to stand off cops that were try-
ing to “protect” General Motors' property. Here he
was happily telling us how the workers could run
the plants and control the cities better than the
bosses,

Then it came to me with a rush, and I felt a
real thrill. It's hard to say how many guys there
are llke Marty. There may be millions. He votes
Democrat; others vote Republican. Although they're
workers, they do nothing for labor's cause, and many
of them even red-bait people that do fight labor’s
battles.

But, just as salt is made up of two entirely
different chemical elements, Marty, and the rest
like him are living contradictions.

You can turn the key today; you'can say the
magic word, and Marty will open up and show
you what's there inside of him.

Tomorrow life itself will turn that key and then
throw it away, and the door will stay open. When
labor shakes off its inertia and gets into action
once again, Marty and all of his. buddies will feel
a surging of memory, an enthusiasm in their blood,
Once more they'll reach out their hands for the
factories where they work and for the very reins
of government.

Although they may never join the Soclalist Work-
ers Party, although they may keep their prejudices
and backward ideas to the very end., nevertheless
their strength and their fighting spirit, once aroused
and led. in the right direction, will help to build
the Socialist future.

Here Lies

Last month the Communist Party buried the
National Negro Congress by “merging” it with an-
other Btalinist front organization, the Civil Rights
Congress. There were few mourn-
ers present at the burial ceremony,
which was brief and held in pri-
vate. But the deceased really de-
serves an obituary of some kind.

The history of the NNC was a
history of the rise and decline of
the Stalinists among the Ne-
groes, paralleling a similar development in the trade
unjont imovement. In the early Thirties the CP had
made a good name for itself among Negroes through
BiEEBeottsboro, Herndon and similar cases. In 1935,
HeWever, on orders from Moscow it adopted the
“Pegple’s Front" line — which preached collabora-
tio¥ between the workers and capitalists, rather than
struggle between them. The Stalinists then began
to tone down all emphasis on struggle, including the
struggle against Jim Crow.

The NNC was created around then, shortly after
the birth of the CIO, with which it was closely con-
nected ‘for several years and from which it got con-
siderable support and standing. The new class-
collaboration line of the CP was not understood by
many workers for at least a few years, and during
that time the NNC coasted along on the past pres-
tige of the Stalinists, winning more Negro followers
than the CP had ever had before.

Then came the war, and the Stalin-Hitler Pact.

alin’s orders this time were for the CP to quit
jlaying lovey-dovey with Roosevelt and other Jim
Crow elements; and the NNC obediently denounced

By Albert Parker

the NNC

the war as imperialist and called for a fight against
the Jim Crow system. But in 1941 Hitler attacked
the Soviet Union, and the American Stalinist line
changed still another time—and with a vengeance!

Now, they said, the war was OK, in fact, it
was the finest thing that had ever happened and
all Negroes should support it without stint and with-
out reservation.

Moreover, they shouted, the “foes of Negro rights
in this country should be considered as: secondary.”
Break strikes — yes: fight against Jim Crow — no.
That. was the line peddled by the NNC all through
the war. It went along this scabby road further
than the labor bureaucrats, endorsing peacetime con-
seription and 2 labor-draft bill which even they
were afraid to do.

That did it. The Negro masses could not get
enthusiastic about a so-called war for democracy
that began and ended without any change in their
own second-class citizenship status. They were even
less enthusiastic about the NNC, which they saw
was trying to whitewash Jim Crow. After the war,
when relations began to cool off between Moscow
and Washington, the NNC attempted to recover its
following by sounding “militant” again, but it proved
a miserable flop.

So here lies the National Negro Congress, un-
honored and unsung. Its demise was due partly to
the current red-baiting drive, but mostly to the
fact that it betrayed the Negro struggle so fla-
grantly that everyone knew it, Let its shameful life
and death serve as a public notice that the Negro
masses have no further use for Uncle Tom outfits.

Medical Fraud!

-

In the Nov. 22 issuc of (he Saturday Evening
Post, Rita Kleeman writes a timely warning against
the “medical frauds,” who peddle such "cure-alls”
as the Spetro-chrome, the Vapo-
Path, the Sinuothermic Machine
and scores of other completely
worthless mechanical devices. It

is a tragic fact that thousands of
sick people are taken in by these
medical shysters, who have no
medical education but fake a
knowledge of scientific medicine
in order to fleece their victims.

But. medical fraud does not oc-
gur.only in the medical wastelands. Medical scien-
tists, who are loaded down with professional degrees
and scholastic honors, are often guilty of medical
fraud when they enter a field about which most of
them know nothing — the field of scientific sociol-
ogy. Take the case of Dr. Harry Stack Sullivan,

President of the Washington School of Psychia-
try, founder and editor of the journal, Psychiatry, Dr,
Sullivan was selected to give the first William A.
White Memorial Lectures in 1940. Recently the
‘White Lectures have been revised and reprinted under
the title, “Conceptions of Modern Psychiatry.” Dr,
Sullivan’s attacks on radicals in these lectures pro-
vide a perfect illustration of what I mean by high-
sounding medical fraud.

Dr. Sullivan is pretty sure that something is wrong
with our social order. He says:

“Today, the acceleration of social process has
become so great that almost every psychiatrist has
some occasion to realize that ihe level of general
msecurity is rising, that the social order is in a
sense itself gravely disturbed, and that psychiatry
as a therapeutic art is confronted with new tasks
that require a change of orientation and the per-
fection of new techniques.”

So far, so good! But what does Dr.
propose?

Sullivan

By Grace Carlson

“But I, certainly, can offer nothing particularly
inspiring for the general benefit of our people in
their particular present state. I must say that I feel
deeply disquieted by what I perceive to be the
gencral attitude towards the course of world events.
. . . One may well wonder if the emergence of our
psychiatry was not much too late in the era of
realizing democratic ideals.”

By his own admission, Dr. Sullivan has no solu-
tion to the devastating problems of world-wide
warfare, fascism, poverty and ‘general insecurity.”
But do you think that he has an open mind towards
Marxist scientists, who say that in order to solve
these problems, the majority of the people must
take over the banks, railroads and factories and run
them in the interests of the majority? Do you
think that he will listen with any tolerance to the
idea that workers of all countries are brothers and
shouldn’t kill each other? Quite the contrary! Dr.
Sullivan believes, says and writes that ‘“radicals”
are “psychopaths” — in plain words, crazy!

In psychiatric jargon, here is what Dr. Sullivan
nas to say about ‘“radicals”:

“The apparent psychopathy of persons entertain-
ing radical views arises chiefly from the institutionali-
zation of their feelings of difference. If one is zlone
in this feeling, a paranoid state or a schizophrenic
development is apt to ensue. If, however, one finds
a group, who have a rationalization for active hos-
tility to the 'in-group,” one is spared the more serious
disorders. . The group approaches a paranoid
attitude to everyone outside it, but saves its mem-
bers from deep regression under pressure of conflict.”

But if the eminent psychiatrist will permit me to
make a little “analysis” of his motives, I believe that
we will find that Dr. Sullivan’s hatred of radicals
springs from a deep-seated desire to protect his

economic interests. In fact, he reveals this himself -

at one point in the lectures, when he says:

“I am clearly of the privileged class as are all
of my intimate friends.”

Notes from the News

STARVATION'S BRIGHT SIDE — Rear Admiral
Mortonr D. Willcutts, Navy medico, stated on his
réfurn from Europe that “epidemologically speaking”
the food shortage may be a good thing for Euro-
peans. Calling it “enforced dieting.” he said, “The
poor of Europe are accustomed to malnutrition, while
the richr always ate too much."

DENT IN JIM CROW — The first footbali game
Between a white and a Negro team in the South
wHs witnessed by & non-segregated crowd of 3,000
§H Dmrham, N, C. The game, played on a muddy

field, ended in a tie,
" L ®

“FRIEND OF LABOR" — Governor Sidney P. Os-
born, elected with PAC endorsement, called out troops
against striking CIO farm workers in Arizona,

FRENZIED FINANCE — T, Coteman Andrews,
former high official of the U, S. General Accounting
Office, told a House Committce that federal book-
keeping was such that no one could tell at the end
of the fiscal year whether there was a surplus or
a deficit.
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Labor Fakers Boost Capitalist
Politicians for Election in 1948

Truman Pardons |
Another Crooked
Boss Politican

If you're going to be a crook,
it pays to be one with political
power and influence. This was
proved again when President

Truman pardoned Mayor
James M. Curley of Boston the day
Lefore Thanksgiving.

Curley is the head of a corrupt
political machine in Massachusetts.,
through which he has been elected
as Governor, member ol Congress
and Lwice as Mayor of Boston.

Not satinfed with his pc!iticall
spolls, Curley dabbled in other
money-making schemes on the side |
—an acecepted ypractice among cap-
italist politicians. This led to some
complications,
tion for wvsing the mal'ls to defraud,
and a/6 to 18 months' term in jail.

Although he is a Democrat, Cur-
ley managed to get an agreementi
with his political “opponents” in Lhe
Republican sfinte administration, by
which he remained Mayor of Bos-
ton and continued to draw his 320,-
000 a yvear salary,

But Curley did not have to serve
even the minimum term of six
months, Truman took care of that
Ly commuting his sentence and re-
stering  his full civil rights five
menths after Curley went- to jail,

In explanation, Truman pointed
out that “many, many petitions
have been received from men of
Loth political parities for the re-
lease.” No capitalist politician likes
to see other capitalist politicians in
jail. And Truman is no exception.

Also, Truman continued, Curley's
“age and physical condition" en-
tered into his decision to turn Cur-
ley loose. This referred to the press
buildup given Curley as a poor old
man who had only a few months to
live. But Curley, when released,
went right back into the Mayor's
chair, remarking that he felt ten
years younger,

And finally, said Truman, he had
acted in order to permit Curley ‘‘to
have his Thanksgiving dinner a!
home." A truly touching sentiment
—but one that Truman did not
seem Louched Ly in 1946 when he
was petitioned to grant a Christmas
amnesty to thousands of conscien-
tious objectors, whose only “crime”
was their reluctance to participate
in the imperialist war.

Truman is an old hand at this|
game. That was how he got the
nickname of the Pendergast Kid.

The Pendergast machine was the
Missouri counterpart of the Curley
machine. It lifted Truman out of
well-de_erved obscurity and gave
him a sct as its spokesman and |
defender in the U. S. Senate, from
which he was able to rise to his
present office. When the machine
came to grief over stealing an elec-
tion in St. Louls, Truman used his
power as president to pardon its
members,

Thus, Truman was being consist-
ent by pardoning Curley. Every-
thing he is and evervthing he hopes
to be he owes to his connections
with just such corrupt politicians,

including a convie- |,

Thal goes for 1948 especially.
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This chart from the November CIO Economic Outlook tells the

fale of high prices,

For 1947, corporate profits, after taxes, will be

17.4 billion dollars as compared with 8.4 billions in the lush days

of 1929.
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-Conscription Law Will
Be Pushed in January

Renewal of the drive to draft all 18-year-old boys for at|ber issue, lauding this same War-

least a year got under way as President Truman announced Tem's

that Universal Military Training was “must” legislation.

The UMT (HR 4278) will#+
come up in Congress's regular (.,

the conspiratorial covering up of

w officers by the Army brass.

+ The political bankruptcy

of the top trade union leaders

' was vividly illustrated last week when Daniel J. Tobin and A.
F. Whitney declared their choices for the next President of the

United States,

Tobin, head of the AFL Teamsters and a member of the
Democratic National Committee, appealed to the Republican

Party to nominate Governor*

Warren of California, agent of
‘| the West Coast industrial and

shipping interests.

Whitney, president of the Brother-
hood of Railway Trainmen, said
that if Democrat Truman is nom-
,inated, T will give him my sujport.”
His public pronouncement in favor

of Truman, who broke the railway
| strike last year, requires a lot of
explanation. Whitney gives it in a
lsent.ence: “My good Christian par-
ents taught me it is a good thing
|ta forgive and forget.”

| It will be hard for the railread
workers to “forgive and forget” the
fact that Truman ordered an army
“seizure” of the railroads and de-
| manded that Congress pass a law
to draft strikers into the army.
Whitney himself had said in 1946
that he would raise a two million
| dollar fund to aid in defeating Tru-
man, whom he called "a political
aceident and a one-termer.” Whit-
|ney's attack on Truman at the CIO
| convention last year was so vitriolic
| that the press called some of his re-
| marks ‘“‘unguotable.”
TOBIN'S CHOICE

Tobin's choice, Governor Warren,
is the politician whom the Californ-
|1a State Federation of Labor last
July publicly struck cff its list of
|“Iriends of laber,” when Warren
signed  California’s  “Little Taft-
‘Hm'tley Act.,” C. J. Haggerty, AFL
‘state secretary,then sald that “labor
can no longer consider his judg-
‘mcnt impartial, as he always want-
ed us to believe and for which we
gave him support.”

Tobin writes a whole article in
the International Teamster. Decem-

The AFL
Warren as

alleged merits.

Teamsters “Czar” finds

governer “has been right on nearly |

everyvthing for labor with the ex-
. ception of one or two matters.” In-

session in January. Truman's This goes not only for (.Om,pu(m_" deed, Tobin assures us, Warren
message to Congress will urge as in the Meyers' case. but in cases

immediate passage.

This bill (o prussianize American
vouthh would compel every boy of
17 to register.

drafted. Nothing in the bill pro-|0f injustices done enlistcd men. |
hibits racial discrimination. No Since only officers sit on  court
provision is made to protect the|martials, Army law is used against

young draftees from the injustice
and brutality of the officer-run
court marial system.

Powerful and sinister forces are
pushing the peace time draft. Re-
actionary politicians, fronting for
Big Business, have formed commit-
tees Lo influence editors, clergymen,
politicians and other molders of
jjublic cpinion. The Hearst gutter
press carries daily cartoons and
“news"” steries for military con-
seription., The American Legion,
likewise, is putting the heat on
Congressmen and publicly clamor-
ing for UMT.

While pro-war forces are shout-
ing that UMT is necessary for the
education of American youth, the
role of Lhe officer caste that would
“educate” these youth is being ex-
posed.

The Meyers investigation revealed

of abuse and mistreatment of

draftees.
The mutual protection society of

At 18 he would be the brass hats pravents exposure

enlisted men, not for redress of
their injuries.

“Education’ of drafiees would be
strictly reactionary. Jim Crow
would be taught by the example of
segregation. Anti-labor ideclogy
would be instilled by drills in break-
ing up “riotous mobs of strikers.”
The Army recently instituted a new
ccurse on the “perils of commun-
ism.” Veterans, familiar with Army
brass mentality know that this
course will not only preach war on
the Soviet Union, but will iabel the
least criticism of Big Business as
“communistic.”

UMT is an important part of the
drive toward World War II1.
an important part of the anti-labor
drive. All union men, all those who
are against another
slaughter, must do everything in
their power to kill the UMT bill.

“will have an enormous backing
| from organized labor throughout the

country.”

What's wrong with Truman this
| time, we ask Tobin. 1f Whitney can
(stomach Triman after what hap-
pened in the railroad strike, surely
a person with Tobin's capacity for
swallowing anything the capitalists
| offer should not balk at his own
party colleague?

Tobin tells us 71ruman may be all
very well, “but what is labor going
to say aboui supporting the Demo-
cratic party and its platform? It 1s
possible that that platform will be
much more progressive than the Re-
| publican platform. What is labor
going to do about a party that has
20 Senators who will not. vote even
(to stand behind the head of thelr
| party, the President of the United
I States, when he vetoes a measure?”

’P:\RTY “STINKS"
‘ It is all very “difficult” Tobin

and trust that one of the two part-
Iies will see the light . . . so that

lin Novembei, 1948."

nowhere except into a blind alley if
it follows the advice of either Tobin
or Whitney.

Here is Tobin, a Democratic hig-
wig himself, who says, in effect,
he can't endorse Truman because
his party stinks so bad. Yet he I5
ready to endorse Warren, denounced
by the California AFL just five
months ago and a spokesman of the
Taft-Hartley Republican Party!

And here is Whitney, who finds
the Republican Party so smelly that
he is even willing to do the “Chris-
tian’ thing and back strikebreaker
Truman!

Why are these “"labor statesmen”
going through such weird politicgl
gyrations? Because they are de-
fenders and upholders of Wall
Street's two-party political monop-
oly. They are trying to keep labor
trapped within the blind alley of
Democratic-Republican politics,

They follow. the theory of thg
“lesser evil" trying to find “dif
ferences” between the candidatés
of the two utterly corrupt Big Busi-
ness parties. Those “dlffere%
are so minute, that the labor |
ers cannot even agree among thems
selves on the “lesser evil."

Instead of hoping for the Demo-
crats or Republicans to “"see the
light,” labor will have to build ifs
own party and run its own candi-
dates to have “some place t0 go in
November 1948."

Big Bargains
Offered at
N.Y. Bazaar

New Yorkers will have an
I cpportunity to do their Christ-
i mas shopping at bargain prices,
and at the same time help the
needy workers of Europe. The An-
nual! Christmas Bazaar of the
| American Committee for European
{Workers Relief will be held for two
days—Dec. 13 and 14—at 130 West
'23rd St.
| Those who attended last -year's
| ACEWR Bazaar will remember the
| fine articles offered at bargain
| prices, This vear promises an even
wider selection of Christmas gifts.
( Art objects and curios from all oveyr
| the world will be on sale as well as
| many articles donated bv New York
merchants and manufacturers.
The Bazaar will open at 2 pm.
on Saturday, Dec. 13. Saturday
| night from 8 p. m. on there will be
| a social with dancing, refreshments,
and novelties.  Sunday, Dec. 14,
the Bazaar will again be open from
2 p. m. till iate in the evening. Ong
ticket entitles the bearer to attend<
ance on both days as well as to the
| sec'al.  Tickets are 60¢ including

It is concludes, and he can only "hope tax,

All proceeds will be used for the
work of ser.ding food, clothing and

imperialist Jabor may have some place Lo 80 edicine to nesdy European work-

|ers. All are welcome and urged to

It is obvious that Iaber will go Lring thelr {riends.

How 191

By George Lavan '

This country’s greatest “red” |
scare to date was staged im-
mediately after World War I.|
It reached its greatest intensity
and savagery from 1919 to|

1921.

A national hysteria was whipped
up by Wall Street, the federal and
state governments and the mnews-
papers.

Big Business aimed first to smash |
the unions. Soaring prices led the
workers to organize as never be-
fore. Fearful of the spread of un-
ionism, the employers launched a
ferocious open-shop drive under the

official name of the “American
Plan.”
The other aim of the red scare

was to stem the wave of enthusiasm
for socialism inspired by the victory
of the Russian Revolution.
PREPARED WAY

The years 1916-18 had preparsd |
the way for Wall Street's offensive. |
Woodrow Wilson's “New Ireedom”
administrations had seen the per-
secution of anti-war socialists and |
IWWs, the imprisonment of Debs,
the frame-up of Mconey and Bill-
ings and general repression of la- |
bor militants.

In 1819 the papers were filled
with scareheads about strikes and
the Boisheviks. People were led to |

believe that a Bolshevik attempt to|

9-21 Re

overthrow the government was due
any month. Each strike was label-
led part cf this "red plot."

Strikes occurred all over the na-
tion as workers tried to catch up
with the cost of living. Construc-
tion, longshore, packinghouse, ship-
yard workers and many others
struck. When the steclworkers went
cut in the autumn of 1919 the total
on strike was around two million.

The steel strike was the show
down. Its success would determine
whether unionisimn would sweep the
country or be defecated and en-
fecbled for more than a decade.
STRIKE WAS LOST

Martial law was declared in all
steel centers. Police and company
thugs beat strikers and their fam-
ilies. The federal government open-
ly aided the U. S. Steel Corporation.
The press screamed “Bolshevik.”
Wilson's Attorney General, the no-

| torious A. Mitchell Palmer, by in-

junction forced the coal miners (o

call off their strike in support of |

the steel workers. The cowardly
AT'L  bureaucrats abandoned the
strikers. The strike was lost.
While the steel strike was being
fought, Palmer and J. Edgar Hoover
directed the campaign agzainst the
rolitical spearhead of the labor
movement. The newly-lormed Com-
munist Party and the Socialisu
Party were subjected to a reign of
terror. This Communist Party had
nothing but the name in common

Scare Smashed Labor

with the corrupt, reactionary Stal-
inist organization being persecuted

today., Then it was a party of hon- | murder or assassination,” deprived | New Vork Legislature.

est, courageous militant: fighting
for the program of Lenin and Trot-
sky.

The Department of Justice forgol| police. wrecked socialist, communist, | qenjed their seats.

The Post Office, using a clause
aga:nst literature ineiting “arson,

Cemmunist and  Cocialist
papzrs cf mailing rights,
Mobs. aided and abetted by the

,did where open dictatorship existed.

Six Sceialists were elected to the
Presenting

news- ! themselves in Albany, these moder-

ate socialists were assalled as
| “foreigners" and *bolsheviks" and
A special elec-

all other work and devoted itself to|TWW and Non-Partisan League (A |tjon was called and the voters again

persecution of communists and so- | militant farmers’ organization) of- sjeeted them.

cialists. The FBI and labor spy
agencies flooded the radical parties
with secret agents. In  January,
1920, gigantic raids were staged, It
is estimated that 10,000 arrests and

scarches  without warrants  took
place. TFor days homes were raid-
ed Foreign born workers were

singled out for deportation. Women
were subjected to all sorts of indig-
nities and brutalities. Prisoners
were held for long perieds, third-de-
greed, beaten and refused the right
to engage legal counsel. Ovar 1,000
were deported, manv leaving de-
pendent wives and children in this
country.
KEPT IN BULL PEN

In Detroit over a hundred men
were kept for a week in a 24 x 30-
foot bull pen. In Hartford people

| roming lo visit prisoners were ar-

rested.

In Massachusetts two Italian
workers were picked un for radicl
activities. They had been active in
sirikes and organizing drives. Their
names were Sacco and Vanzeiti.
The State of Massuchetts framed
up a murder charge against them.

fices and schoals, IWWs were
‘lynched by Legionnaires in the
| Northwest. The Ku Kilux Klan be-
came the real power in the South.
“Foreigners." *reds,” Negroes, Jews
and Catholics were whipped. tarred
and feathered, and murdered by
thcse masked nightriders. In Chi-
oago and other cities savage race

riots were unlea hed against Ne-
groes.
Practically every state adopted

“sedition” or “eriminal syndicalism™
laws. Under these, working class
leaders were tried for their beliefs
and given long prison sentences

City ordinances forbidding radi-
| cal activity, Jeaflet distribution.
picketing, ete., were widely adopted.
| In Spokane over 1,000 IWWs weie
convicted in a year and a half. In
| Hartford a man was given a six-
[ menth sentence for telling an ac-
quaintan-e that he considered Len-
in a 2reat man.
DRIVEN UNDERGROUND

Under these mass persecutions the
young Communist Party was driv-
| en underground. I{ had to func-

Again they were de-
nied the offices for which the vot-
ers had picked them. The N. Y.
Times halled the State Assembly's
expulsion of the Socialists as “an
American vote altogether, a patri-
otic and conservative vote.”

In Washington the same travesty
on democratic government was en-
acted as Victor Berger, Wisconsin
socialist, was twice elected to Con-
gress and twice deprived of his
seat,

The Lusk Committee of New
York, the grand-daddy of our cur-
rent Un-American Committees, set
the tempo for witch hunts in the
| schools, civic groups and so on.

The rulers of America won a b'g
victory in the “ved” scare aftér the
First World War. The great strikes
were smashed. The radicals were
‘driren underground or were in pris-
jon. The unions dwindled. The un-
| disputed rule of Wall Street, from
| this red scare until the rejuvena-
| tion of the labor movement during_
'.'.he depression, shows how much
| the capitalists had won and ‘how

tion in “the land of the free” as itmuch the working people had.lost,



