
The Meaning Of The 
Berlin Elections

— See Page Three—

Workers Of Tbe World. Unite!

t h E M ILITANT
PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN THE INTERESTS OF THE W ORKING PEOPLE

VOL. X —  No. 44 NEW YÒkK, N. Y., SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1946 401 PRICE: FIVE CENTS

VOTERS ARE SICK OF BOTH PARTIES
Steel Workers 
Seek " Healthy 
Pay Increases"
Murray's Statement Indicates C IO  Is Heading 
Toward General Drive For Big W age Raises

Philip Murray, President of the CIO and the United 
Steel Workers of America, on Oct. 26 told a Philadelphia 
district convention of the steel union that the USWA will 
demand “healthy wage increases” for its 900,000 members 
when contracts are reopened -

Miners Applaud 
Election Speech 
By M. Walker

in January.
This announcemnt, coupled 

w ith the previous opening of the 
United Automobile Workers drive 
for wage boosts, indicates that 
the CIO is building up to a gen­
eral campaign for higher wages 
to meet the rising cost of living. 
t Murray pointed out that pay 
envelopes worth $50 or $60 only 
three months ago today can buy 
only $35 or $40 worth. He charged 
that soaring prices are due to 
“ the greed, lust and selfishness 
of American industry and busi­
ness" and “ cannot be blamed 
on the measly wage increases af­
forded labor in 1945 and 1946.”

What increases w ill be de­
manded when the USWA wage 
policy committee meets in De­
cember was not stated by Mur­
ray. He indicated that sub­
stantial raises would be sought 
because “ American industry is 
making plenty of money and 
can well afford to give very 
healthy wage increases how with­
out increasing the price of com­
modities.”

He emphasized that “ the work­
ers need the money and the day 
is rapidly approaching when our 
people will not have enough 
money in their pocketbooks to 
buy even the necessities of life.”

Just the day before Murray 
spoke, CIO United Automobile 
Workers President Walter Reu- 
ther, as part of the UAW’s wage 
drive, demanded that Truman l i f t  
all wage controls, reminding thi. 
President that he had promised 
last year to remove wage con­
trols along w ith the lifting  of 
price controls.

“ Throughout the war and dur­
ing the period since V-J Day,” 
said Reuther, the union leaders 
accepted wage controls as a 
“ companion anti - inflationary 
measure to price controls . . . 
even though the record shows 
that during the war and most 
particularly since last spring, 
wages have been much more rig­
id ly controlled than prices.”

UAW negotiations are proceed­
ing for 70,000 Chrysler workers 
and the union has called for re­
opening of the Packard and Hud­
son contracts.

(Special to The M ilitant)
RUTLAND.' O., Oct. 25—A 

rousing m eeting of s tr ik in g  
coal m iners to n ig h t heard 
M alcolm  W alker, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for 
Governor of Ohio, speak to an 
overflow meeting held in the 
rainstorm here in this Meigs 
County coal mining community.

Walker denounced the boss 
party candidates, Lausche and 
Herbert. He pledged fullest sup­
port of his party to the valiant 
fight being carried on here.

Walker stressed the necessity 
for labor’s defense pf its living 
standards. Only the sliding scale 
of wages, inserted into each 
contract, plus provisions for a 
shorter work week to meet the 
coming period of unemployment, 
can resolve the problems of the 
Ohio mine workers, he said.

Fighting the plans of the coal 
operators to destroy the United 
Mine Workers union. Walker 
stated that these plans went 
hand in hand with the plan of 
Wall Street to dominate the 
world and subjugate American 
labor.

Walker’s speech was enthus­
iastically received. Miner after 
miner took the floor to express 
himself in favor of the program 
outlined by the SWP candidate. 
Indications are that a heavy 
vote w ill be cast in this area on 
November 5 for the only work­
ing class candidate in the elec­
tion.

Over 500 pieces of literature 
were eagerly taken by the as­
sembled miners, plus 400 copies 
of the State Election platform 
of the Ohio SWP.

Malcolm Walker, who has al­
ready spoken in 28 cities of Ohio 
on his state-wide tour, will speak 
in several other cities, includ­
ing Youngstown on Oct. 27. He 
viill wind up his tour on Nov. 2 
in Toledo.

Mine Workers Set Deadline 
In Demand For Negotiations

AFL United Mine Workers President John L. Lewis, 
acting on behalf of 400,000 soft coal miners, last week 
issued a demand that Secretary of Interior Krug reopen
contract nego­
tiations between 
the UMW and 
the federal gov-l 
e r n m e n t  by]
Nov. 1 o r exist­
ing agreements! 
would be con­
sidered “ void.”
In  miners' lan- 
g u a g e t h a t  
means “ no contract, no work.” 
, The UMW’s blunt demand was 
made after federal officials in 
charge of mine operations flatly 
rejected the in itia l demand of 
the UMW on Oct. 21 that the 
existing contract be reopened 
for negotiations on wages and 
(Other issues.

In  his firs t letter to Krug, 
Lewis charged that the admin­
istration, which nas been in for­
mal control of the mines since 
May 21 when Truman tried to 
break the last coal strike, lias 
repeatedly violated the terms of 
the contract that the UMW 
wrested from the government.

A t the same time, Lewis de­
clared that “significant changes 
in the wage policy of the Govern­
ment have occurred” since the 

present contract was signed This 
is understood as a declaration of 
the .intentions of the mine work­
ers to press for wage conces-

sions to meet soaring living 
costs.

The possibility of a mine 
strike before the elections has 
put the Truman administration 
and Democratic leaders in a 
dither. Open opposition to the 
just demands of the miners 
would further discredit Truman 
and the Democrats in the eyes 
of labor. At the same time, T ru­
man is anxious to protect the 
profit interests of the coal oper­
ators.

Liberal and labor servants of 
the Democrats are howling Chat 
the UMW’s move is just an at­
tempt to “ embarrass”  the Demo­
crats and “ aid” the Republicans. 
I f  that were so, then all Truman 
has to do to frustrate this poli­
tical move would be to grant the 
miners their just demands.

Whatever political motives the 
UMW leaders, have, the fact re­
mains that the miners, like all 
other workers, have had their 
wage gains destroyed and their 
living standards deteriorated by 
unrestrained price-gouging. And 
why shouldn’t  they take advan­
tage of the election situation to 
press their demands against an 
administration that ordered the 
Army out against them in their 
last strike?

N. Y. Republicans Join Democrats 
To Bar SWP Ticket From Ballot

A  Vote A ga inst W a ll S treet Court Ruling Upholds 
W all St.* Conspiracy

ALBANY, Oct. 25 — The 
Court of Appeals, highest 
court In New York State, to­
night placed Its official sanc­
tion on the removal of the 
Socialist Workers Party, Norman 
Thomas's Socialist Party and the 
Socialist Labor Party from the 
ballot on Nov. 5.

The decision of the Appellate 
Division and then the Court of 
Appeals affirm ing the action

R ealty Sharks Threaten To Rip 
Rent Ceilings; All  Prices Soar

R ent contro ls are dariger- 
ously threatened. W hile  4,- 
000,000 veterans alone are 
desperately seeking decent hous­
ing, the big real estate interests 
are battering away at Washing­
ton to l i f t  rent controls and place 
the American people at the 
mercy of the rent sharks.

A powerful bloc of Senators 
has declared i t  w ill push for the 
removals of all rent controls by 
March and for an immediate 
general 15 per cent boost in rent 
ceilings.

Meanwhile, in  the state of 
Washington, rapacious landlords 
last week launched an organized 
movement to refuse to rent 
dwellings made available by 
tenants who vacate. All vacan­
cies are being locked and kept 
empty.

This deliberate withholding of 
available housing began in 
Seattle and quickly spread to 
Tacoma and Olympia, Washing­
ton. Plans are on foot for a na­
tionwide landlords’ hold-out to 
be launched by the convention 
of National Apartment .Owners 
Association in Oklahoma City on 
Nov. 18 and 19.

Already in  Washington state.

the United Press reported on 
Oct. 23, "thousands of families 
now jamming hotels, tourist 
cabins and trailers camps, many 
of whom have been seeking quar­
ters for months, found themselves 
unable to rent apartments even 
where they were available.”  

Despite rent contrpls which 
have been in effect since April 
1943, the average income of land­
lords has soared 40 per cent since 
December 1941. No vacancies, 
elimination of agents’ fees and 
rent concessions, reduction of 
services, decorating and; repairs, 
have boomed the landlords’ take.

The drive against rent ceilings 
has been emboldened by the vic­
tory of the meat packing trust 
and the abandonment of price 
ceilings on almost all foods.

OPA officials and food'm er­
chants agree that food prices — 
food represents 45 to 65 per cent 
of workers’ budgets — are going 
to soar to out - of - this - world 
heights.

A big press campaign to con­
vince consumers that meat prices 
were going to become “ reason­
able”  after the firs t post - de­
control zoom upward now 
amounts to admissions that meat

prices are “ settling”  to — “ 40 
to 50 per cent above former OPA 
ceilings.”  (N. Y. World-Tele­
gram, Oct. 24.)

How to Vote for 
Farrell Dobbs

Be sure to use the ex­
treme top row of the voting 
machine.

Push up the shutter over 
the large square marked 
number 1 on the extreme 
top row of the machine.

Hold the shutter up ahd 
write in the name of Far­
rell Dobbs.

Bring a pencil with you.

Jury Indicts Six 
Named In Lynching

Six w h ite  members o f a 
lynch  mob, named by A lb e rt 
H arris , Jr. as g u ilty  o f the 
a tro c ity  in  w h ich  H arris  was 
brutally beaten and left for dead 
and his cousin John Jones 
murdered last August in M in- 
den, La., were indicted on Oct. 
18 by a Federal Grand Jury for 
violation of civil rights statutes.

The six—Police Chief B. Geary 
Gantt, two deputy sheriffs and 
three others—were not, however, 
indicted for murder. They were 
charged only with violating the 
constitutional rights of Negroes. 
.This charge carries a maximum 
penalty of only a possible year 
in ja il or a ligh t fine of $1,000.

These lynchers, three of them 
wearing the uniform of the law, 
were indicted only as the result 
of a nationwide protest of indig­
nation against the crime, and

the intervention of the NAACP 
which pressed charges. In  most 
cases such Jim-Crow criminals 
go scot free, as in the case of 
Leon McTatie’s killers.

McTatie, a Negro sharecropper 
in Lexington. Miss., was flogged 
to death last July and his body 
flung into a bayou. McTatie had 
been falsely accused of stealing 
a saddle from his white employ­
er, Jeff Dodd. Dodd and several 
of his friends went to McTatie’s 
shack and beat him to death. A 
few days later others confessed 
to stealing the saddle.

On Oct. 22, after 10 minutes 
deliberation, a Holmes County 
ju ry acquitted Dodd and four 
other lynchers who had been 
charged w ith manslaughter in 
the McTatie case. This is the 
usual pattern of Lynch Law jus­
tice.

SWP Campaigns 
For Candidates 
In Six States

In  the most important 
election campaign in Its his­
tory, the Socialist Workers 
Party is running candidates 
fbr office in six states.

In  California the SWP is con­
ducting a write-in campaign for 
Steve Roberts for Governor; 
Cynthia Rogalin, for State Sen­
ate, Los Angeles County: and 
Robert Chester, for State As­
sembly, 20th District (San Fran­
cisco).

The three Minnesota candi­
dates w ill appear under the bal­
lot-designation of Revolutionary 
Workers Party. They are Grace 
Carlson, for U. S. Senate: War­
ren Creel for Congress, Third 
District; and Dorothy Schultz 
for Congress, 4th District.

In  New Jersey George Breit- 
.man appears on the ballot as 
SWP candidate for U. S. Senate; 
Alan Kohlman, for Governor: 
William E. Bohannon, for Con­
gress, U th  District; and Arlene 
Phillips, for Congress, 13th Dis­
trict.

Since the New York candidates 
have been ruled off the ballot, 
the Socialist Workers Party is 
conducting a write-in campaign 
for Farrell Dobbs for Governor.

In Ohio Malcolm Walker is 
the write-in candidate for Gov­
ernor.

In  Washington, SWP candi­
dates on the ballot are Charles 
Swett for U. S. Senate and Dan-‘ 
iel Roberts for State Senate, 31st 
District.

Break
with the Boss Parties 

Vote for the 
Socialist Workers Party

of the lower court was based on 
the flimsiest technicality. The 
Socialist Workers Party was bar­
red because a number of its peti­
tion sheets lacked the signature 
of the notary public. Thé Social­
ist Party and the Socialist Labor 
Party were barred because the 
election district of one or two 
of their petition canvassers was 
incorrectly listed.

So raw was this knifè-job on 
the democratic rights of minor­
ities that the Court of Appeals 
staged an act to give the appear­
ance of some “ impartiality.”

A ll three parties weer ordered 
barred but while the vote against 
the Socialist Workers Party was 
unanimous, the vote against the 
SP and the SLP was split 4-to-3.

In  the higher courts Repub­
lican judges joined with Demo­
crats to establish the identity 
between the two Wall Street 
parties in committing mayhem 
on democratic rights.

Despite this openly reaction­
ary move, the American Labor, 
Liberal and Stalinist leaders con­
tinue to sell the workers down 
the river by urging them to vote 
for the major Democratic candi­
dates.

(See other story on Page 6 of 
this issue.)

1946 Elections Demonstrate 
Vital Need For A Labor Party

By A rt Preis
The American working people and d irt farm­

ers are disgusted w ith both parties of W all Street, 
the Democratic and Republican.

That is the considered judgment of a leading 
political observer of the N. Y. Times, James Rest- 
on, after an extensive tour of 12 mid-western 
states. His survey of thef; 
political attitude of the 
average voter, reported 
on Oct. 22, draws the ex­
tremely significant con­
clusion :

. “ One feels, frankly, that i f  the 
people voted their true feelings 
and had two votes, they would 
cast one against the Democrats 
and one against the Republicans.”

Unfortunately, the people have 
only one vote. And many have 
decided to cast that vote .against 
the Democrats by voting Repub­
lican. They are not for the Re­
publicans. They have simply be­
come fed up with the Democrats

New York SWP 
Urges Write-In 
Vote For Dobbs

NEW YORK CITY, Oct. 
28 — The State Committee 
of the Socialist Workers Par­
ty today urged New York 
workers to write-in the name 
of Farrell Dobbs, SWP candidate 
for Governor.

“ A write-in vote for Farrell 
Dobbs,’’the State Committee de­
clared, "is the only method now 
available to New York workers 
to ¡register their protest against 
the Hitlerite court decree barring 
the Socialist Workers Party and 
other m inority parties from the 
ballot.

“ Every write-in vote for Far­
rell Dobbs w ill be a demonstra­
tion that New York workers re­
fuse to be bludgeoned and In­
timidated Into voting for Wall 
Street’s candidates on the Re­
publican, Democratic, American 
Labor and Liberal Party tickets.

“ Every write-in vote for Far­
rell Dobbs w ill be a blow struck 
in  the fight against the monopoly 
over the ballot box now wielded 
by Wall Street’s parties. Every 
shch vote w ill be a demand for 
a democratic election law that 
w ill permit workers of this state 
to vote for parties and candidates 
of their own choosing.

“ Every write-in vote for Far­
rell Dobbs is a vote for peace, 
plenty, security, for a Workers 
and Farmers Government, for 
Socialism.”

and feel they can record the ir 
protest only by voting Republican 
or staying away from the polls 
altogether.
REAL TRAGEDY

Reston’s sharp observation 
about the real political feelings 
of the American people points 
up the terrible tragedy of the 
coming elections for the working 
people. That tragedy is the lack 
of a party and candidates and 
program they can truly call their 
own.

Once again, the opposition of 
the American labor leaders to 
genuine independent labor poli­
tical action through a labor party 
has left the American people pol­
itically helpless. In  most places 
they are offered no choice but 
to vote for candidates of two par­
ties they know cannot solve their 
problems, parties they recognize 
as the machines of Big Business, 
parties corrupt to the core.

This terrible political predica­
ment and helplessness of Amer­
ican labor — the greatest or­
ganized force in the world today 
— comes' at a time when the 
American people are entering a 
period of economic catastrophe 
and the danger of atomic anni­
hilation in  a th ird  imperialist 
world war.

Yet only in the six states where 
the Socialist Workers Party is 
running candidates can they re­
cord even a real protest agakist 
the fate which awaits them i f  
Wall Street continues its grasp 
on government through its, two 
political claws, the Republican 
and Democratic parties.
PURPOSE CLEAR

Never has an election cam­
paign made clearer the real pur­
pose of the capitalist two-party 
monopoly on American politics. 
The party of the “ Outs”  serves 
as a safety-valve for the discon­
tent against the party of the 
“ ins.”  The voters are trapped like 
squirrels in  a revolving cage, end­
lessly treading a circle going no­
where.

The American workers must 
learn the lesson of their present 
political position. The tragedy 
of this election must bum itself 
into their minds. They must 
smash their way out of the poli­
tical squirrel cage. They must 
resolve NOW to build their own 
political party — a labor party.

VOTE LABOR BY VOTING SWP!
----------------------A n  E d ito r ia l-----------------------

How shall we vote in the coming elec­
tions? That is the question puzzling more 
people this week than in any election for 
decades.

I t  is obvious to millions of workers that 
there is no basic difference between the 
program of the Democrats and the Repub­
licans. Both parties peddle Wall Street’s 
political poison—only their labels differ.

Soinetimes these parties tell the truth. 
That’s when they describe each other. The 
Republicans say the Democrats have used 
the government to interfere with free col­
lective bargaining. That’s true. The Demo­
crats say the Republicans oppose the Wag­
ner Act and collective bargaining rights— 
and that’s true, too.

The Republicans have a field day telling 
about Bilbo, Rankin and all the rest of the 
Democratic race-haters and lyrich-inciters. 
The Democrats reply by pointing to the 
Ferguson case in Freeport, N. Y„ and telling 
about Governor Dewey’s whitewash of the 
Jim-Crow murder of the Ferguson boys. And 
they’re both telling the truth.

But there’s one thing on which both par­
ties agree. They vie in proclaiming their 
loyalty to American Imperialism, its m ili­
tary preparations, its occupation of foreign 
lands and seizure of bases, its atomic-bomb 
diplomacy, its “get-tough” policy with the 
Soviet Union. On this issue of issues—foreign 
policy—Wall Street does not permit even 
the suggestion of differences.

Even when they tell the truth about each

other, both parties lie about themselves. 
Then they try to cover up their real policies 
and rotten records.

The voters are getting wise to this. Bui 
where can they turn in this election? The 
answer In six key states is: Vote The So­
cialist Workers Party Ticket!

Vote SWP because it  has the only program 
that meets the problems of the working 
people and oppressed minorities. The pro­
gram of revolutionary socialism alone can 
solve the problems of war, economic de­
pression and political and social oppression 
bred by decaying world capitalism.

Vote SWP because that is the only way to 
voice a real protest against the evils and 
frauds. perpetrated by the two capitalist 
parties.

Vote SWP because that Is the only way in 
this election to support genuine working- 
class representatives. I t  is your chance to 
say you’re through with capitalist politics— 
you want the labor movement to build its 
own paity.

In  several states, the conspiracies of the 
capitalist parties and the courts, aided by 
un-democratic election laws, have forced 
the SWP to conduct write-in campaigns. So 
study the directions given in this issue of 
The M ilitant on how to record your vote pro­
perly. And in addition to voting SWP wher­
ever possible, we also urge you to support 
those independent labor and Negro candi­
dates whom the SWP has endorsed in a 
number of areas.
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Millionaire Gamblers In New York Stock Exchange 
Worried By Unionizing Drive And Slump On Market

By Evelyn Atwood
The New York Stock Exchange, nerve center of world 

finance, is housed in a huge, cold granite pile in the nar­
row canyon of Wall Street. Only millionaires—and their 
clerks—are permitted to pass through the guarded doors 
into this sacred temple of®
High Finance and big-time 
gambling.

When I  visited the Stock Ex­
change on Oct. 25, Wall Street 
was the scene of a strange, un­
precedented event — a unioniz­
ing drive.

sweating in  the mills for low 
wages. I t  expressed the momen­
tary disappointment of capital­
ist jackals lusting for more pro­
fits out of the products of the 
steelworkers' ! toll.
TRAFFIC IN  LIVES

Directly in  fron t of the mas­
sive, forbidding doors of the 
Stock Exchange was a sound 
truck of Local 96, CIO United Of­
fice and Professional Workers.

• In  the bright sunshine, a union 
g irl was demanding a decent 
wage for Wall Street’s workers. 
The union is also organizing mes­
sengers, guards, floormen, vault 
men, porters and elevator oper­
ators.

Police pushed and shoved the 
attentive crowd on the sidewalk 
away from the Stock Exchange 
doors toward the curb.
PULL SWING

Inside the Stock Exchange, in 
a vast hall almost the size of 
Grand Central station, the day’s 
trading was in  fu ll swing. I  
watched I t  from a narrow, guard­
ed visitors’ balcony. Below, hund­
reds of brokers, wealthy owners 
Of "seats”  on the Stock Exchange, 
milled around the horseshoe- 
ehaped trading posts. Each of 
the 1,375 members had paid from 
$50,000 to $600,000 for his "seat”  
— that is, for the privilege to 
p ro fit on the gambling in  stocks 
and bonds.

On huge call boards covering 
two of the walls, numbers flash­
ed every second, summoning 
traders to the telephones for or­
ders to “buy”  and "sell.”  Each 
deal was recorded on six mam­
moth moving ticker tapes in  the 
E x c h a n g e .  Simultaneously 
through elaborate and intricate 
recording machines, each deal 
was flashed throughout the 
world, to guide the operations 
of greedy speculators.

Today the market was jittery, 
uncertain. A break in  U. S. Steel 
was recorded on the ticker tape. 
A moan went up from the pack 
of wealthy men on the floor. 
This was a fa r different sound 
from the groans of hundreds of 
thousands of steel— workers,

In  the days of slave trading, 
men w ith money trafficked in 
live, human cargo. Today, in this 
Stock Exchange I  watched the 
traders also tra ffic  in  flesh and 
blood, in  the lives and labor of 
tens' of millions of peoples, of 
all colors and nationalities, on 
every continent in  the world. 
Only today the d irty business is 
hidden; the masses of victims 
are far removed from their Wall 
Street masters. The products of 
their labor are here transformed 
into little  slips of paper, traded 
back and forth  for profit.

The slave traders waded 
through the blood of dark bodies 
in  the dungeons of their ships. 
Today the capitalists wade 
through ticker tape and bits of 
paper littering the immense 
floor of the Stock Exchange.

“ BUY!”  On every continent 
tens of millions of workers dnd 
poor farmers bend their backs 
in  speeded-up toiL ‘‘SELL! 
SELL!”  On every continent m il­
lions ate thrown out of jobs, to 
starve. The panic is on. Traders 
are dumping their stocks . . .
UNION BUTTO'NS

But today workers all over the 
world are on the march. Evep 
inside this financial bastion, the 
workers are lifting  their heads. 
“ That big b u t t o n  you see 
on many of the men show! he’s 
a broker,”  said the girl-guide. 
The rich are ostentatiously iden­
tified.
"And that small, white button?”  
I  asked. “ That’s the union button 
of the clerks,”  she replied. In  
August these members of the 
United Financial Employees 
staged a walkout in  sympathy 
with the CIO organizing drive.

Right in this Holy of Holies of 
Wall Street, the union buttons 
are mobilizing against the big 
buttons of the bosses and b ill­
ionaires.

Meigs County Coal Miners 
Firm In 8th Week Of Strike

By Paul Jensen
(Special to The M ilitan t)

POMEROY, O., Oct. 25—With ranks firm and spirit 
high, 500 Meigs County miners today entered the eighth 
week of tneir strike for a contract. The men are members
of the United Mine Workers®--------------------------------------------
of America.

Ebert Warner, president of Lo­
cal 8587, told this reporter in a 
special Interview at Rutland that 
his local called the strike Sept. 
3, when the companies refused to 
live up to their agreement of

Break
with the Boss Parties 

Vote for the 
Socialist Workers Party

last April. A t the time of the 
national coal strike, Meigs Coun­
ty  coal operators agreed that all 
strikers would be taken back, 
and that as soon as price in ­
creases in  coal were granted, 
they would sign a standard 
UMW pact.

Prices have been increased, but 
the bosses now refuse to sign a 
contract. Nor w ill they recog­
nize the union.

The local has been conducting 
a strenuous figh t to bring union­
ization to Meigs County mines, 
long an open shop area. The 
strike was called only when ev­

ery attempt had been made to 
force the promised agreement 
out of the operators.

The embattled miners have 
had to face numerous attempts 
by the bosses to *un scabs into 
the mines. In  the most recent 
attempt, Edward Spencer, mine 
owner, was sent to the hospital 
after he had abused and threat­
ened pickets at Failey’s Run.

The pickets were turning; back 
trucks which came to the mines 
for coal. When a driver honored 
the picket lines, i t  so infuriated 
Spencer that he came at the 
strikers with a drawn knife. His 
head was split in  the fracas. 
Two pickets were arrested, and 
at this writing they are said to 
be out on bail.

The mine union leader stated 
that the strike has the fullest 
support of the union’s district 
officers. More than 500 men in 
30 mines are involved. I t  is right 
next to the field where a “ No 
Work Holiday”  was held recent­
ly. Negro and white miners are 
standing solidly together to de­
feat the coal bosses’ drive to 
smash their union.

"More Production" Demand 
Is Drive For M ore Profits

P rotest " G raveyard Wages "

Pickets from the CIO Financial Employes Guild, Office and 
Professional Workers Union, carried the “ skeleton of low 
wages”  right to the heart of the bankers’ empire — the New 
York financial district. “ Don’t W ait T ill You’re A Skeleton,”  
one placard says: “Join the Financial Employes Guild.”  “ We 
Don’t Want To Be 'Human Skeletons,”  says another, demand­
ing wage raises. —Federated Pictures

In  opposition to labor’s growing demands for higher 
wages to meet soaring living costs, Big Business and its 
government have launched an intensive propaganda cam-
paign for “more production.”«

The National Association of 
Manufacturers is yelling “ More 
production.”  The Truman ad­
ministration and all its big and 
little  mouthpieces are echoing, 
“ More production!”  Even some 
servile labor leaders, like AFL 
President Green, have taken up 
the cry.

The line of argument is not 
new. I t  is heard every time the 
workers demand a raise. I t  goes 
like this: I f  you raise wages, you 
have to raise prices: but if  you 
raise production, you force prices 
down. So instead of asking for 
more money the workers should 
work harder, increase supply in 
relation to demand, and make 
prices go down.
THE CONTRADICTION

Simple, isn’t  It? Except that 
i t ’s in  contradiction to all the 
actual facts about $ages, prices 
anil production.

We have the evidence of the 
recent report of Reconversion 
Director Steelman, for instance, 
that production of civilian goods 
is the highest In American his­
tory. We have the admission of 
the same report that in  the last 
year average weekly take-home 
pay of American factory workers 
— the best organized section 
of the wage-earners—has de­
clined nearly nine per cent. And 
prices have gone up 20 per cent.

So while production has soar­
ed to a new high, mass pur­
chasing power has fallen. Yet 
prices continue to bound upward.

But we know something more 
about production. We know, as 
CIO President Philip Murray 
pointed out last week, that man­
ufacturers and wholesalers 
have piled up 37 billion dollars 
worth of goods and materials 
for speculative hoarding. And 
we know that since big monopo­
lies control most of production 
they withhold goods or keep 
down production just to create 
scarcity and high prices.

So we see that monopoly scar­
city and speculative hoarding is 
contributing to higher prices.

The monopolies don’t  really want 
more total production of goods.

What do they really mean by 
“more production”  then? They 
mean more production per work­
er. They mean that the indi­
vidual worker shall work harder 
and produce more for the same 
pay.

Then the bosses can hire less 
workers to turn out the same 
amount of production. The d if­
ference in the amount of wages 
paid out w ill then go as*addi­
tional profits to the owners.

During the war, 460,000 steel 
workers in an average work­
week of 46.6 hours produced 89,- 
000,000 tons of steel. Today, 462,- 
000 workers produce 84,000,000 
tons in a work-week of 36.5 
hours. W ith far lower pay due 
to loss of overtime and shorter 
hours, the average steel worker 
today takes 20 per cent less time 
to produce as much as he did 
during the war. Have steel prices 
come down—or have steel prof­
its mounted? Everybody knows 
steel-prices "and profits have gone 
up together.

The monopolists want scarcity 
and high prices because that 
means more profits. They don’t  
want higher wages because that 
means less profits. Higher wages 
don’t  raise prices—but they cut 
Into the take of the profiteers. 
Profits—not lower prices—is the 
meaning of the cry for “ more 
production.”

UAW-CIO Fights 
To Save Life Of 
Negro Soldier

OCT. 26—The death penalty 
still threatens Private Lem­
mas Woods, Jr., whose court- 
martial has been exposed by 
the United Auto Workers as the 
deliberate conviction of an inno­
cent man.
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The 23-year-oid Negro soldier, 
a member of UAW Local 208 in 
Detroit, was found “ guilty" of 
murder several months ago, fol­
lowing the death of a fellow- 
soldier. Evidence shows that the 
Army firs t appointed as Woods’ 
"defense council”  an ex-salesman 
who had never read a law-book. 
I t  then suppressed important 
facts, and Ignored discrepancies. 
Finally It  sustained its verdict 
by burying the prosecutor’s let­
ter which described -the weak­
ness of the whole case!

The Army claimed that Woods 
had bent down over the victim’s 
cot, picked him up with one 
hand, and shot him w ith the 
other. Woods said the gun went 
o ff accidentally, and that his 
story would be proved by check­
ing the mosquito net covering, 
which had a bullet hole.

Lt. Charles L. Martlnelli, de­
fense counsel fo r Woods, was 
told by Army Intelligence men 
that “ the bullet hole didn’t  mean 
anything.”  The net was never 
brought Into evidence,

Why "Daily Worker" Kept 
Silent About Eloise Gordon

Leading newspapers throughout the country last week 
reported the testimony of Eloise Gordon, Pittsburgh reporter 
for The Militant, before a hearing of the House Committee 
on Un-American Activltles.®- 
How she upset the commit­
tee’s attempt to red-bait the 
Pittsburgh power strike and 
turned the hearing into an at­
tack on the committee Itself 
for its anti-labor, anti-Negro and 
anti-Semitic policies, was Con­
sidered “hot copy.”

But for .the editors of the Dally 
Worker this "hot copy” • was as 
cold as a dead mackerel. The 
Daily Worker and the Commu­
nist (Stalinist) Party have been 
denouncing the Un-American 
Activities Committee. Yet they 
were silent when a ' m ilitant 
worker made national news by 
hitting the committee right be­
tween the eyes.

Why was the Daily Worker si­
lent? ELOISE GORDON
TOO HOT FOR THEM

I t  didn’t  dare publish the 
story. I f  Communist Party mem­
bers and sympathizers read how 
Eloise Gordon—a Trotskyist rep­
resenting the views of The M ili­
tant and the Socialist Workers 
Party — denounced and exposed 
the notorious House Un-Ameri­
can Activities Committee, they’d 
begin to see through the slan­
ders the Stalinist leaders have 
spread about the Trotskyists.

The Stalinist leaders have 
tried’ to tar the Trotskyists as 
“ fascists,”  “ stoolpigeons” and 
other varieties of vermin. How 
come, the Communist Party 
ranks might ask, that a spokes­
man for these alleged “ fascists” 
took the stand in Washington 
and put up such a magnificent 
defense of labor and oppressed 
minorities against the fascist­
like, red-baiting attack of the 
Un-American Activities Commit­
tee?

They’d see that the Stalinist 
leaders have been lying about 
the Trotskyists. They’d see that 
the Trotskyists are the best de­
fenders of the workers and op­
pressed minorities.

And maybe many of them 
will note, anyway, what the si­
lence of the Daily Worker tells 
so eloquently.

SWP Supports 
Harrison For 
Mass. Legislature

BOSTON—The Boston Local 
of the Socialist Workers Party is 
giving critical support to W il­
liam J. Harrison, Negro candi­
date for election to the State 
Legislature. Harris is being run 
by the Communist (Stalinist) 
Party from Ward 12 here.

The SWP is urging the work­
ers* to vote for Harrison, despite 
the treacherous policies of the 
Communist Party, on the prin­
ciple of supporting the right of 
the Negro people to political 
representation and backing Ne­
gro candidates who are running 
independently of the capitalist 
Democratic and Republican par­
ties.

While urging the workers to 
vote for Harrison as a step In 
the direction of political rep­
resentation for oppressed racial 
minorities, the SWP points out 
that Harrison is a Stalinist who 
opposed the struggle against 
Jim Crow during the second im ­
perialist world war and who to­
day offers no program of m ili­
tant action to defeat discrimin­
ation and segregation.

ST. PAUL CIO PACKING LOCALS 
PROPOSE STRIKE PREPARATION

By Barbara Bruce
(Special to The M ilitan t)

SOUTH ST. PAUL, Minn.,® 
Oct. 26 — A demand for quick 
strike action was issued by 
representatives of CIO pack­
inghouse workers locals this 
week in the South St. Paul — St. 
Paul area.

Spokesmen for the CIO United 
Packinghouse Workers here call­
ed on their international officers 
to move for an immediate strike 
if  packers do not meet union de­
mands for higher wages and bet­
ter working conditions.

T h f big packers and the UPWA 
have been in  negotiations since 
the middle of last summer for 
new national contracts.

“ The packinghouse workers are 
very angry over the run-around 
and the mistreatment they have 
been receiving from the packers 
for the past several months,”  un­
ion officials declared In a state? 
ment issued this week.

“ While the meat trust was en­
gaged in  creating an artificial 
meat shortage, thousands of 
packinghouse workers were laid 
off without a thought as to their 
welfare. Now that the packers 
see a chance for a quick killing 
In profit, they have turned the 
meat supply on again. Packing-

NOTICE
The current installment of 

Warren Creel’s series on 
Wages, Prices and Profits has 
been omitted from this week’s 
Issue of The M ilitant. The ar­
ticles w ill be resumed In our 
next issue.

house workers are epected to be 
loyal employes and work unrea­
sonably long hours and on Sun­
days while the gangs are still 
short-handed.”

The statement expressed wide­
spread resentment of packing­
house workers against the failure 
of the big packers to meet the 
just demands of the union. I t  
asserted, “ In  addition to calling 
upon international officers to de­
mand satisfaction from the pack­
ers on contract demands, we are 
calling’upon them for strike ac­
tion If those demands are not met 
soon.”  ,

Strike votes are scheduled for 
all plants in  the area on Oct. 
30.’ Contract demands include: 
guaranteed annual wage; cost-of- 
living Bonus; $1 an hour m ini­
mum; maximum 8 hour day; no 
forced Sunday work; and union 
security.
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Chief Weakness 
Of The UAW-CIO 
Wage Program

The International Executive Board of the CIO United 
Automobile Workers went only half way in their wage pro­
gram to defend the auto workers’ living standards against 
the continued sharp rise in®
the cost of living.

T h e ir  wage policy s ta te ­
ment, Issued last week, proposes 
a campaign for “ substantial 
wage adjustments”  based on an 
anticipated rise in  the cost of 
living by December of “ 20 to 25 
per cent or more above last Jan­
uary.”

The statement indicates that 
the UAW leaders propose nothing 
more than fla t wage Increases 
to make up for the living cost 
increases up to the signing of new 
wage agreements. That, of 
course, is an objective every auto 
m ilitant w ill support.

But i t  goes only half way. I t  
doesn’t  protect the auto work­
ers against slashes in real wages 
by further price rises after the 
contract is signed. The auto 
workers have already had the 
experience of seeing their sub­
stantial wage gains of last spring 
wiped out in a few months.
HALF WAY

Many auto militants had hop­
ed the UAW Board would take 
the lead in advancing the only 
immediately effective program to 
safeguard real wages—a demand 
for the inclusion in all wage 
contracts of an escalator clause. 
This would provide fo$ auto­
matic increases above the basic 
wage scale to meet every rise in 
the cost of living.

The UAW Board Is to be c rit i­
cized particularly because l t  fa il­
ed to include in its program the 
demand raised by the Chrysler 
locals and endorsed by Ford Lo­
cal 600 for a cost-of-living bonus, 
above the contract wages, reg­
ularly increased in direct pro­
portion to increases in the cost 
of living. This demand, a variant 
of the sliding scale of wages, al­
ready has wide support among

the auto workers.
All sections of the labor move­

ment have their eyes on the CIO 
auto workers. Everyone knows 
that thé auto workers set the 
pattern for the demands in  oth­
er , basic industries and have 
spearheaded many of the big­
gest advances of labor in the past 
ten years. The auto workers 
have a magnificent opportunity 
to lead the way again. I t  Is up to 
them now to Insist that their 
leaders adopt and fight for the 
program of the escalator wage 
clause.

Dobbs Speaks At 
Buffalo Rally

BUFFALO, Oct. 26 — Farrell 
Dobbs, SWP candidate for Gov­
ernor, spoke here tonight to a 
sizable audience of trade union­
ists on the election platform of 
the Socialist Workers Party. He 
exposed in detail the judicial 
fraud by which the Democrats, 
with the passive consent of the 
Republicans, were able to deprive 
the SWP of its right to run can­
didates on the ballot.

The discussion following Dobbs’ 
remarks centered around the 
procedure of writing in the names 
of our candidates on election 
day. A collection of over $63 
indicated the sentiment of those 
present in support of work of the 
party.

A number of unions, veteran 
organizations, liberals and the 
political parties involved are 
holding a mass meeting to pro­
test the court ruling which bars 
the Socialist Workers Party, So­
cialist Party and Socialist Labor 
Party from the ballot.

Youngstown CIO Meeting Asks 
Nationalization Of Meat Industry

By Harry Braverman
(.Special to The M ilitant)

YOUNGSTOWN, O., Oct. 21—A mass meeting called by 
the Mahoning County CIO Council to protest the high 
price of meat, tonight passed a resolution demanding na­
tionalization of the meat Industry “without profit to the 
owners” in order to Insure®------------- ---------------------------- --
a full supply of meat at fair 
prices for American working 
men, women and children.

The main address was deliv­
ered by Sven Gotfredson, editor

Party Advocates 
Election Of Rice 
In Philadelphia

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Oct. 
22 — T h e  Philadelphia 
Branch of the Socialist 
Workers Party today called 
on the workers to vote for
Dr. John K. Rice, independent 
Negro candidate of the United 
Citizens Party, for Representa­
tive in Congress from the 4th 
Congressional District.

“ The SWP supports Dr. Rice 
because, as an independent, he 
opposes the Wall Street-controll­
ed Republicans and Democrats,”  
the Philadelphia Branch declar­
ed in a public statement.

“ The defeat of the Democratic 
and Republican candidates, who 
differ w ith each other only in 
how best to serve Big Business, 
can be a progressive step toward 
the establishment of an inde­
pendent Labor Party, controlled 
and headed by the workers’ or­
ganizations.”

Thus the election of Rice will 
be a protest against the food trust 
billionaires and the war profi­
teers, and w ill aid in the strug­
gle against the race-haters, the 
Ku KIux Klan, and other reac­
tionary forces that seek to ter­
rorize the Negro people and d i­
vide the working class.

While giving critical support 
to Dr. Rice’s candidacy, the state­
ment continues: “ We must state 
clearly, however, that the SWP, 
dedicated to the establishment 
of a socialist society of peace 
and plenty, can accept fu ll re­
sponsibility only for candidates 
on the program of the SWP.

“ That program is nationaliza­
tion of the basic Industries under 
workers’ control; operation of 
the idle war plants to provide 
housing, clothing and food need­
ed by the veterans and the work­
ing class: elimination of the, 
causes of racial persecution, pov­
erty, low wages and Insecurity 
by the establishment of a so­
cialist society of production for 
use and not for profit, and an 
end to the threat of atomic war 
through the establishment of a 
workers’ and farmers’ govern­
ment.”

of The Packinghouse Worker,
organ of the CIO United Pack­
inghouse Workers. He described 
how the meat barons have con­
nived to get extortionate prices. 
He also told of the fight of his 
union for a cost-of-living bonus 
to maintain the standard of liv ­
ing in the face of rising living 
costs.

Fred Dillard, m ilitant union­
ist of CIO Steelworkers Local 
1462, reminded the workers of 
the hard hand the government 
used when miners or* railroad 
workers were on strike for their 
vital needs, and contrasted i t  to 
how easily the meat packers got 
their fa t profit increase from 
Truman.

“ I ’ll tell you what the work­
ers are going to do about it,”  he 
declared. “ We are either going 
to get fa ir prices for the com­
modities we produce, or we w ill 
put our own candidates in the 
field, I f  the Republicans won’t  
do i t  and the Democrats won’t  
do it, we will do i t  ourselves.” 
“ THAT’S IT !”

His fighting challenge was 
greeted with applause, and 
shouts of “ That’s i t ! ”  and “ La­
bor Party, boys!”

Another m ilitant speech was 
made by Ted Dostal, officer of 
Steelworkers Local 1330 and edi­
tor of the Ohio Works Organizer. 
"The American labor movement,” 
he said, “ is the most powerful 
in  the world today. This power­
ful labor movement i f  i t  really 
unites can move forward and 
offset this rise in prices by de­
manding an Increase in wages, 
by going into the political field 
and demanding a program that 
is for labor and nobody but la­
bor. Only labor can see to i t  that 
labor lives!”
A WARNING

Sam Camens, President of 
Local 1330, was cheered when 
he declared: “Let this meeting 
be a warning that i f  we don’t  
get wage increases to meet the 
price Increases that we w ill go 
out on that picket line and fight 
this thing through!”

Lee Heilman, of Local 1331; 
Agnes Evans, Financial Secre­
tary of the General Fireproofing 
Local, who gave the housewives’ 
point of view, and A1 Snipke, 
Executive Secretary of the Ma­
honing County CIO Council, were 
vigorously applauded when they 
spoke along the same lines. ,

James G riffin , who is being 
supported by the largest major­
ity  of active unionists in this re­
gion for the position of District 
26 Steelworkers Director in the 
coming election, presided at the 
meeting.
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Wall S treet Planning 
W orld W ar III, Warns 
Hansen In Radio Talk

Excerpts from a radio address by Joseph Hansen, Socialist 
Workers Party candidate for the U. S. Senate from New York, over 
Station WJZ, New York City, Oct. 24, 10; 45 p.m.

*  *  *

How would ano ther w ar a ffe c t our lives in  America?
Let us assume W a ll S treet emerges v ic to rious from  

th e  dangerous adventure. The costs o f the T h ird  W orld  
W a r would be heaped upon those of the Second W orld  War, 
tow ering  above them  the way the Em pire State bu ild ing

towers above a peanut wag­
on.

The shortages o f today 
would look like  unpara lle led  
abundance compared w ith  
the shortages we would then 
Suffer. Prices today would 
look rock bottom  and d ir t  
cheap compared w ith  the 
prices th a t w ou ld  then  stand 
between us and the goods we 
need.

The value o t money would 
decline along the lines of the 
Chinese do lla r and you could 
paper your house w ith  th o u - : 
sand d o lla r b ills.

Sm all savings and insu r­
ance policies would go f lo a t­
ing down the d ra in  — no t 

w o rth  a tra n s fe r on the streetcar.
There is another danger. To plunge us in to  W orld  W ar 

Three-, W a ll S treet may decide to in s titu te  fascism in  
Am erica. T h a t was how German ^nd Ita lia n  cap ita lism  
prepared fo r  the Second W orld  W ar. The present wave 
o f red -b a itin g  is an ominous ind ica tio n  o f W a ll S tree t’s 
readiness to  fo llow  the pa th  M ussolin i and H itle r  lined 
w ith  skulls as m arkers fo r  fu tu re  d ictators.

In  face o f th is  fr ig h te n in g  perspective, a good-hearted, 
nb rm a l person who believes in  liv in g  on fr ie n d ly  terms 
w ith  h is neighbors cannot help asking, bu t is i t  rea lly  
true? Is W a ll S treet ac tua lly  p reparing  fo r  a T h ird  W orld  
W ar?

We m ust lea rn  to look facts in  the face. Some people 
seek to escape facts th rough  pleasant day dreams about the 
goodness of hum an natu re  among the W a ll S treet wolves. 
T h a t k in d  o f day-dream ing is a short cu t to suicide.

Consider the  budget fo r m ilita ry  expenditure in  the 
com ing year. 18 b illio n  dollars have been ear-m arked by 
Congress. Do you know how m uch money th a t is? I f  you 
began shoveling 170 do lla r b ills  per m inu te  in to  a furnace 
a t  the tim e  o f the B a ttle  o f G ettysburg you would s t i l l  be 
shoveling today. In  fa c t you would s t i l l  have another 117 
years to go before you succeeded in  bu rn ing  up th a t sum.

W ith  th a ' m uch money pouring in to  the  w ar m achine 
in  one year, who is dealing the cards, the goddess of Peace?

O r the brass-knuckled god of war?
Consider how W ashington is s tock -p iling  atom ic bombs 

— m an u fa c tu rin g  these atom ic bombs on a 24-hour, day and 
n ig h t, basis. Is th a t an evidence of th e ir  fa ith  in  peace?

O r an evidence of th e ir  be lief in  war?
Consider how m ilita r is m  has become a perm anent p a rt 

o f Am erica today, so th a t we are saddled w ith  the largest 
s tand ing  peace-tim e A rm y in  our h is tory, and a Navy 
greater th a n  the combined navies of the rest of the world. 
Does th a t show .Wall S treet p lans peace?

Or does i t  show how they are beating ploughshares in to  
swords?

The evidence is inescapable. Am erica ’s 60 fam ilies  are 
p repa ring  to take thè U nited  States in to  another w orld  
slaughter.

W ha t is to  be done?
O nly one so lu tion  is possible, and th a t is to end the 

ca p ita lis t p ro f it  system w hich  is the basic cause o f im ­
p e ria lis t war. C ap ita lism  m ust be replaced w ith  the social­
is t system o f p roduction  fo r  use. P lann ing  on a na tiona l 
and w orld  scale m ust replace the present b lin d  anarchy 
th a t has b rough t two w orld  war^ on our heads.

The labor m ovem ent m ust organize its  own po litica l 
p a rty  and set ou t to p u t a W orkers’ and Farm ers’ G overn­
m en t in  power.

Th is is the great goal to w h ich  the  Socia list W orkers 
P a rty  is dedicated. T h is  is the great goal Socia list W orkers 
candidates w ill f ig h t  fo r in  office.

Celebrate the 29th Anniversary of
RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

h  New York
Celebration and Final Election Rally 

Friday, Nov. 1, 8 p.m.
Speakers:

James P. CanAon, SWP National Secretary 
Farrell Dobbs Milton Richardson
Joseph Hansen Sylvia Blecker

Capitol Hotel, 8th Ave. and 51st St.

In Chicago
Sunday, Nov. 10, 8 p.m.

Speakers:
Grace Carlson, SWP Senatorial Candida..*
Arne Swabeck Hoot Rasmussen

SWP Headquarters: 777 W . Adams St.

In Akron
Celebration And Social 

Saturday, Nov. 9, 8 p.m.
Speaker: MILTON GENECIN, SWP Organixer
SWP Headquarters: 8 So. Howard St.

In Detroit
Sunday, Nov. 10, 3 p.m.

SWP Headquarters: 6108 Linwood

In Boston
Friday, Nov. 8, 8 p.m.

Speaker: LAWRENCE P. TRAINOR, SWP Organixer
Workers Educational Centre 30 Stuart St.

New Haven, Conn.
Saturday, Nov. 9, 7:30 p.m.

Speaker: DAVID WEISS
New Haven Labor School 853 Grand Ave.

Berlin Election Results In Decisive 
Defeat For Stalinist-Dominated Party
Canadian Trotskyists Found 
Revolutionary Workers Party

The R evo lu tionary  W orkers P a rty  of Canada was 
founded a t a tw o-day convention in  Toronto  last m onth . I t  
represents a s ig n ific a n t achievem ent for« the Canadian 
workers and the whole T ro t-®
sky is t movement.

The convention,, according to 
the Mid-October Labor Chal­
lenge, was attended by delegates 
of Labor Challenge Clubs from 
all the most important cities in 
the country. The majority of the 
delegates were trade-unionists. 
They came together on the basis 
of the revolutionary socialist 
program of Labor Challenge, or­
gan of the Canadian Trotsky­
ists since its firs t issue in June, 
1945.

Among the delegates present 
were four from the Labor Chal­
lenge Supporters Club of Van­
couver, under the leadership of 
R. W. Bullock, Lloyd Whalen 
and T. J. Bradley, who recent­
ly broke from the treacherous 
Canadian Commonwealth Fed­
eration.

The first item on the agenda 
was a report on the interna­
tional situation, which empha­
sized the degeneration of capi­
talism on a world scale, and 
pointed out the role and tasks 
ahead of the world party of so­
cialist' revolution. Following a 
fu ll and democratic discussion, 
the delegates voted unanimously 
to apply to the Fourth Interna­
tional for recognition as its 
Canadian section.

Ross Dowson, delegate from 
Toronto, reported on the past 
achievements of the Trotskyist 
movement in Canada since its 
last conference in the fall of 
1944.

“Labor Challenge was our first 
organizer,”  he stated, “ and had 
become more than doubly effec­
tive- since its appearance as a 
twice-monthly in January, 1946.”

Dowson dealt at length with 
the establishment of solid 
branches in the main industrial 
centers and the growth of the 
Canadian Trotskyist influence in

organizations of the workers.
After a fu ll discussion, in which 

delegates from other centers re­
corded their gains, the organi­
zational report w'as adopted. 
The convention chose the name 
Revolutionary Workers Party of 
Canada, and a constitution1 bas­
ed on the principles of demo­
cratic centralism wras adopted 
point by point.

The convention resolved that 
the RWP would participate in 
elections under its own banner 
wherever possible in order to 
bring its program before the 
masses.

Other important steps forward 
for the coming period were the 
raising of $1,500 to stabilize and 
increase the influence of Labor 
Challenge, the establishment of 
.branch headquarters in several 
cities and the increase in educa­
tional work as one of the most 
important spheres of activity.

A National Executive Commit­
tee of nine and one alternate 
were elected to lead the party 
until the next convention. Ross 
Dowson was- elected National 
Secretary. The National Com­
mittee was instructed to prepare 
a statement of principles of the 
party for publication in pamph­
let form, in French and English.

The RWP opposes itself to the 
Stalinist Labor Progressive Party 
and , the reformist Canadian 
Commonwealth Federation. The 
basic policies of these two treach­
erous parties are little  d iffer­
ent. Both supported the second 
imperialist war and acted as re­
cruiting agents for the ruling 
class. Both have endorsed the 
United Nations, "the new thieves’ 
kitchen.”

Thus, the RWP stands before 
the Canadian w'orkers as the only 
revolutionary party in the coun­
try, based firm ly on the Marx­
ist principles.

. 1 .

Mass Protests 
Win Release Of 
British Troops

(Special to The M ilitant) 
LONDON, Oct. 16—A storm  

of p ro test from  the  B ritish  
w ork ing  class and ra n k - 
a n d -file  members of P a rlia ­
m ent has forced the release 
of the 255 paratroopers sentenced

Break
with the Boss Parties 

Vote for the 
Socialist Workers Party

League Calls For Recognition 
Of The Republic Of Indonesia

NEW YO RK—An appeal fo r im m ediate  recogn ition  of 
the Republic o f Indonesia was issued th is  week to the 
U n ited  Nations organ ization now assembled in  session in  
New York,1 and to its  in d iv id u a l members by the  Indonesia 
League o f Am erica, The®  
m erftorandum  was signed, by 
John Andu, president of the 
League.

“ In  the more than a year 
which has passed since the In ­
donesians established their Re­
public, armed assault by the 
Dutch government upon the In ­
donesians has not ceased," the 
memorandum states.

“ Dutch and British troops have 
penetrated into Indonesian terri­
tory, looting and burning v ill­
ages, killing and imprisoning the 
inhabitants, and brutally treat­
ing even women and children.
Only in  the territories controll­
ed by the Republic is there peace 
and an effort to rebuild the 
economy of the country.”

The Indonesia League points 
out thqt the Dutch are attempt­
ing to blockade the free trade 
of the Republic with other coun­
tries, through confiscation and 
destruction of ships and supplies.
I t  further states that the Dutch 
are augmenting the 70,000 troops 
they have in Indonesia with 30,- 
000 additional troops to be sent 
from Amsterdam. "What Is their 
purpose, except to suppress the 
young Republic?”

The Indonesia League requests 
the United Nations to consider 
the following proposals, sub­
mitted in the interest of peace, 
prosperity and democracy * in 
Southeast Asia:

1. Recognition of the Republic 
of Indonesia.

2. Immediate lifting, of the Bri- 
tish-Dutch economic blockade in 
Indonesia. Permit ships of for­
eign flags to ply Indonesian 
waters freely without Interfer­
ence by the Dutch navy.

3. Invite Indonesian represen­
tatives to testify before the UN 
on behalf of the Republic.

4. Invite the Indonesian Re­
public to join the UN.

5. Request the Social and Hu­
man Rights Commission of the 
UN to investigate reports about 
Dutch atrocities against the In ­
donesian peoples.

Japanese Workers P icket Studio
9 By John G. Wright

In  the  m un ic ip a l elections held on Oct. 2f in  B e rlin  the 
S ta lin ist-sponsored and S ta lin is t-do m in a ted  Socia list U n ity  
P a rty  su ffe red  a staggering defeat. The S ta lin is ts  received 
less th a n  o n e - f if th  o f a ll the votes cast, ru n n in g  a poor 
th ird  in  a fo u r p a rty  fie ld . ®- 

! They were snowed under by 
! the Social Democrats who 
j polled almost one-half of the 
j total votes. The Stalinists did 

only slightly better in the Rus­
sian sector of the city than in 
other areas, polling 29.4 per cent 
there as against 19.8 per cent of 
the total votei

An avowed capitalist pariy. the 
Christian Democratic Union, 
came in second. The only party 
outstripped by the Stalinists was 
the party of extreme reaction, 
the Liberal Democrats, who ob­
tained about one-tenth of the 
votes.

In terms of seats In the Ber­
lin City Council, i t  is provision­
ally estimated that the election 
results gave the Social Democrats 
—78 seats; the Christian Demo­
crats—37; the Stalinists—32; the 
Liberal Democrats—15.

In  a scene like any of those in American strikes, Japanese 
workers here throw a mass picket line around the Japan 
Broadcasting Company. Union, leaders charge that Mac- 
Arthur supports strikebreaking employers (See MILITANT, 
Oct. 26). —Federated Pictures

Korean Workers Resisting In 
American-Controlled Zone

Headed by the  organized labor movement, the masses 
in  the A m erican-con tro lled  section of. Korea are fig h tin g  
back w itl}  pow erfu l dem onstrations aga inst the oppressive 
rule of the  Am erican M il i-®  
ta ry  G overnm ent.
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by a court-martial in Johore, 
Malaya, for taking collective ac­
tion against abominable condi­
tions imposed by the officer 
caste.

Originally eight paratroopers 
were sentenced to five years’ im­
prisonment plus discharge with 
“ ignominy”  and the remaining 
247 men received three years’ 
imprisonment and similar dis­
charge. Later, all sentences were 
reduced to two years hard la­
bor to be served In the East, and 
Ignominious discharge from the 
armed forces.

Evidence submitted during the 
court-martial proved a complete 
disregard on the part of the 
commanding officers for the ele­
mentary welfare and sanitary 
conditions of the troops. The 
men complained of lack of prop­
er washing facilities, shower 
baths, poor feeding arrangements 
and the absence of educational 
and recreational facilities.

The general feeling of the 
workers at home was that the 
officers, not the men who had 
fought in many famous battles 
should have been court-mar­
tialed.
MILLIONS SIGN

W ithin a week of the sentences 
being known, almost two million 
signatures had been collected on 
petitions demanding a review of 
the sentences. More than 100 
MPs joined the campaign. The 
Minister of War and the Cabinet 
of the Labor Government tried 
to justify the sentences when 
questioned in  Parliament. The 
wide-spread storm of protest was 
too great, and within a few days 
the men were released.

News of successive waves of 
revolt by striking workers in the 
American zone of Korea broke 
through the iron curtain of cen­
sorship last week. The Koreans 
demand the independence they 
were promised at Cairo by 
Roosevelt in 1944, as well as 
freedom of trade unioh activity 
and an end to the terror regime 
which is depriving them of ele­
mentary democratic rights.

The demand of the Koreans 
for greater distribution of food 
to the starving masses was an­
swered by the calling out of 
troops of the Sixth Infantry Di­
vision, after AMG authorities 
appealed for assistance at sev­
eral points in the Division area. 
Bloody struggles followed in 
many centers.

At Taegu, police casualties in ­
cluded 50 killed and 30 seriously 
injured. At Kongchen, some 10,- 
000 Korearts disarmed and kid­
napped the local police, burning 
down the post-office and police 
stations.

According to dn Oct. 21 AP 
dispatch from Seoul, the capi­
tal, Koreans attacked a police 
station a few yards south of the 
border of Russian-occupied 
North Korea, and killed the 
chief, two policemen and *two 
civilians. Similar struggles took 
place in Paeckchon and Taikyu. 
The revolt has spread to other 
parts of Kyong-ang-Mamdo 
Province.

On the same day, Radio Mos­
cow reported that striking work­
ers in the American zone had 
staged an armed revolt against 
American troops and “ a great 
number”  were killed and wound­
ed on both sides. These violent 
battles occurred when police 
and troops used force in attempt­
ing to arrest strikers.

According to the Moscow ra­
dio, Lt.-General John R. Hodge, 
American commander in Ko-

Japanese Workers 
Defy MacArthur

Reviewing the great strike 
wave in Japan which aims to 
unseat the “ reactionary gov­
ernment of Premier Yoshida,”  
Fourth International for Nov­
ember declares:

“ During the 13 months 
that had elapsed since the 
American imperialists took 
over control of Japan, some 
3,000,000 w’orkers had united 
in trade unions, and of these 
at least 1,000,000 were esti­
mated to have gone on strike. 
. . .  In aiming their massive 
blow’s directly at the Yoshida 
government, the Japanese 
w’orkers were in reality aim­
ing at the American imperial­
ists who are the actual mas­
ters of Japan . . . The great 
strike w’ave began to rise only 
12 days after MacArthur had 
issued an order prohibiting 
‘strikes, walkouts or other 
work stoppages’ .. . .”

Single copies of Fourth In ­
ternational 25 cents, yearly 
subscription $2, from Business 
Manager, 116 University PI., 
N. Y. 3,-N. Y.

rea, “ openly urged the people to 
exterminate elements who or­
ganize strikes and provoke dis­
content.”  Left wing newspapers 
have been suppressed, and Kor­
ean fighters for democracy 
thrown into jails.

Last May the Korean Federa­
tion of Trade Unions with a 
membership of 800,000 appealed 
to the CIO in the United States 
to aid the Koreans in throwing 
o ff the yoke of AMG, whose 
anti-labor decrees it  character­
ized as “ worse than the cruel 
laws of Japanese imperialism.”  
This appeal was smuggled out 
of Korea and brought here by a 
discharged army sergeant. (See 
The M ilitant, May 18.)

MISERABLE SHOWING
The miserable showing of the 

Stalinists is underscored by the 
fact that they have been in con­
trol of the Berlin administration 
since the spring of 1945 when the 
Red Army occupied the city. In  

preparation for the elections they 
forced through a merger w ith 
the Social Democrats and confi­
dently proclaimed that the la t­
ter had been completely elimi­
nated as a political force in  Ber­
lin. Yet the end-result has been 
that in Berlin, the traditional 
stronghold of German commu-, 
nism, the Stalinists were able to 
poll proportionately less than 
half of the vote obtained by 
the Communist Party in 1932, 
the last elections held before H it­
ler’s assumption of power.

The degree to which the Krem-f 
lin  by its policies has alienated" 
the German masses is thus 
clearly revealed. This Is further 
borne out by results of the simul­
taneously held Landtag elections 
in the completely dominated So-

viet Zone (Saxony, Thuringia 
and Brandenburg).

Here the Stalinists had elimi­
nated,, the Social Democrats as 
an independent organization. Tha 
Stalinist - dominated Socialist 
Unity Party “ won”  the elec­
tions, but the combined vote for 
the ayow’ed capitalist parties (the 
Christian Democratic Union and 
the Liberal Democrats) was just 
over one-half of the total..In the 
same area last month, in the 
elections for lower bodies, the 
Stalinists had averaged more 
than 55 per cent of the total 
population vote.

The political meaning of these 
developments is inescapable. 
They completely lay bare the 
bankruptcy of the Kremlin’s 
policy in Germany.

Recoiling from Stalinism, the 
German workers voted over­
whelmingly for the Social Demo­
crats because there was no oth­
er .working class ; party through 
which they could register their 
discontent and opposition. The 
Berlin elections show the speed 
with which Stalin is driving the 
German working class into the 
arms of reaction.

At the same time they show 
how by his policies Stalin is en­
dangering the Soviet Union. On 
the European continent the 
German working class still re­
mains decisive. I t  could repre­
sent a colossal obstacle in  the 
way of Anglo-American plans to 
consolidate the Western bloo 
against the USSR. But Just the 
reverse Is happening.

The Integration of Germany 
into this bloc, which was openly 
proposed to the German capital­
ists by Secretary Byrnes in his 
Stuttgart speech, has been great­
ly facilitated by the fact that the 
German masses are now, thanks 
to Stalin, following the lead­
ership of the Social Democratic 
agents of German capitalism.

CP Repeats Old Lies In Effort 
To Explain Berlin Election

By George Breitman
Unable to  te ll the  t r u th  about the  reason fo r  the  S ta l­

in is t defeat in  B e rlin , the  C om m unist P a rty  here has de­
cided to “ exp la in ”  i t  by a tta ck in g  the  G erm an masses. 
In  an a rtic le , The B e rlin  Elections, on the  e d ito ria l page" 
of the Oct. 24 D a ily  W orker,®
Joseph C la rk  w rites:

The Kremlin In 
Eastern Europe

B ehind  the “ iro n  c u rta in ”  closing o ff  Eastern Europe 
from  Anglo-A m erican im peria lism , the  Soviet U nion  has 
been expanding and a tte m p ting  to consolidate its  “ sphere 
of in fluence.”  W a ll S treet fears— “ and w ith  reason— th a t 
despite S ta lin is t coun te r-revo lu tionary  policy, the very ex­
istence o f the USSR and its®^
expansion”  are underm in ing  
the ca p ita lis t system in  a ll 
the Soviet-occupied lands.

E. R. Frank, writing in the 
November issue of Fourth In ter­
national, after pointing out this 
basic conflict between the USSR 
and the capitalist world, pro­
ceeds to examine developments 
in Rumania, Czechoslovakia, Po­
land, Austria, Bulgaria and 
Yugoslavia.

His article. The Kremlin in 
Eastern Europe, explains the 
land reforms, the contradictory 
steps in industry, and the polit­
ical forms utilized in the Soviet- 
occupied areas. The widespread 
looting and imposition of ter­
rible burdens of reparatipns upon 
the people of these countries, are 
also discussed.

A ll these countries, Frank 
points out,”  are now caught in 
thè swirl of the raging battle 
between the USSR and world

imperialism. They are all in  a 
state of most acute crisis: their 
economies are obviously of a 
makeshift, episodic and transi­
tional character: their regimes 
are jerry-built. They are geared 
to the economy of the USSR by 
main force. “But they can se­
cure capital, manufactured goods, 
loans, only from the West. And 
the United States is already put­
ting on a murderous squeeze . . . 
Their fate and the evolution of 
their State and property forms, 
will be determined not through 
their own internal independent 
development, but by the out­
come of thè world struggle be­
tween the giants—Anglo-Amer 
ican imperialism and the USSR 
and the course of the' socialist 
revolution.”

Single copies of Fourth In 
ternational are 25 cents, year' 
ly subscription $2. Order from 
Business Manager, 116 Uni­
versity Place, N, Y, 3, N. Y

Does anyone in his right 
mind th ink 13 years of H itler­
ism had only a superficial in ­
fluence on the German people? 
i “ After Communists and So­
cialists were murdered, jailed, 
tortured, exiled and slaughtered; 
after the most brutal tyranny 
known to history had been es­
tablished in Germany; after this 
regime had controlled the 
schools, the press, the church, 
the movie and radio—is i t  sur­
prising that the crooked Nazi 
government was able to twist 
the minds of an entire people?”
OLD LIE

To state this chauvinist sland­
er most briefly, i t  comes down 
to this: The German masses did 
not vote for the Stalinist Social­
ist Unity Party because their 
minds were and still a rt infect­
ed by fascism.

This lie Is not a new one for 
the Stalinists. They repeated i t  
again and again during the war 
as justification for their failure 
to summon the German workers 
to a revolutionary struggle 
against Hitlerism. They lumped 
the German anti-fascist work­
ers into the same camp w ith the 
Nazis, and so made i t  easier for 
Goebbels to spread his doctrine 
that the war merited the sup­
port of all Germans because i t  
was directed against the Ger­
man people as a whole.

I t  was this nationalist lie 
spread by the Stalinists that 
from the very beginning repelled 
the German masses from Stal­
inism. But this was not the only 
reason by a long shot.

Workers who had hoped for a 
socialist revolution with the de­
feat of the Nazis were disgusted 
to find out that the Stalinists 
were second to none in opposing 
revolution in  Germany and in 
persecuting German revolution­
ists.
OCCUPATION POLICY

Workers of different political 
views were antagonized by the 
forced merger of the Commun­
ist and Social Democratic Par­
ties into the Socialist Unity Par­
ty in the Russian zone. Devised 
as a “ slick”  political maneuver, 
this attack on the workers’ right 
to belong to parties of their own 
choice actually cost the Stalin­
ists many votes.

Even more decisive, Stalin’s 
occupation policy—crushing re­
parations, transfer of factories 
and industrial equipment, use of 
German prisoners of war as 
slave labor, etc.—was so harsh

W allace A ffa ir  
Shows W all St. Aims

Wall Street had two aims 
In fir ing  Wallace and at­
tempting to drive him  from 
public life, says the November 
isuse of Fourth International.

“ A t Home, Wall Street 
sought to make clear that 
there would be no toleration 
of any criticism or tampering 
with its foreign policy, w ith 
its war program, w ith  its blue­
prin t for world hegemony. 
This was territory that was 
‘out of bounds’ for politicians, 
and those who wanted to re­
main in  public life had better 
steer clear of any criticism, 
or urge to ‘play to the gallery’ 
on this matter. Abroad, the 
Plutocracy sought to demon­
strate, in  an arresting man­
ner, that the anti-Russian 
campaign would proceed fu ll 
steam ahead . . . ”

Single copies of Fourth In ­
ternational 25 cents, yearly 
subscription $2, from Business 
Manager, 116 University PI., 
N. Y. 3, N. Y.

that the U. S. and British im ­
perialist occupiers were able to 
pose as humanitarians by com­
parison.

Just two days before the ap­
pearance of Clark’s article tha 
French Stalinist, Maurice Thor- 
ez, attacked Senator Connally 
for desiring to give Germany “ a 
dominating economic position in  
Europe”  and complaining be­
cause “ industrial equipment 
from the British and American 
zones and coal from the Ruhr 
are being refused to our coun­
try (France).”

How can such a policy pos­
sibly attract the German work­
ers to Stalinism? How can Stal­
inism. which demands the dis­
memberment and pillaging of 
Germany, hope to win the sup­
port of the masses of that coun­
try?

The Berlin elections represent­
ed a defeat for the German 
workers. Not because the Stal­
inists got trounced, but because 
the workers have not yet been 
able to create a revolutionary 
party able and willing to lead 
the struggle against all the oc­
cupation forces and their Ger­
man puppets.

In the final analysis the Stal­
inist party was rejected at the 
polls not because the workers 
have fascist ideas but because i t  
Is the opposite of the kind .of 

I party the German workers need*
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"The capitalist system 
it in a blind alley. With­
out an entire reconstruc­
tion of the economic sys­
tem on a European and a 
world scale our civiliza­
tion is doomed. The 
struggle of blind forces* 
and unbridled interests 
must be replaced by the 
rule of reason, of plan, of 
conscious organization."

—Leon Trotsky

Class Justice
Wall Street’s courts in New York state last 

week played out their travesty of justice In 
the conspiracy to deprive three minority par­
ties, Including the Socialist Workers Party, of 
their constitutional rights to a place on the 
state election ballot.

Even the fiction maintained for several 
weeks that this was purely a Democratic Party 
conspiracy was abandoned. The final court of 
appeals that upheld the flimsy technicalities 
raised by the corporation lawyers of the Demo­
cratic Party was made up of four Democrats 
and three Republicans. They were unanimous 
In barring the SWP from the ballot.

Why were the Socialist Workers Party and 
the two other minority parties barred? The 
courts made that very clear. These parties did 
not- support the candidates of Wall Street’s 
Democratic or Republican Parties. The Com­
munist (Stalinist) Party was also challenged 
In the courts. But it supports the major Demo­
cratic candidates. The courts demonstratively 
ruled the Stalinists could remain on the ballot.

So we have one vivid example of the class 
justice for which the capitalist-dominated 
courts and capitalist-made laws are designed. 
Their purpose is to help protect capitalist in­
terests from any workingclass threat, political 
or otherwise.

There was another case that ran almost 
simultaneously with the New York ballot-ban 
case. I t . involved Senator Theodore G. Bilbo 
oi Misslsippi. Bilbo represents the Mississippi 
property and monied interests.

He was elected to office by a privileged few 
— less than five per cent of the voting-age pop­
ulation can vote in Mississippi due to the poll 
tax. He openly called for lynch terror against 
the Negro people to prevent them from voting 
in the last election. He conspired to deny Ne­
groes the right to register and vote. He incited 
gangs of terrorists to keep the Negroes from 
the polls by violence. NOBODY CAN DISPUTE 
THESE FACTS.

Yet the U. S. Supreme Court, the highest 
Judicial body In the land, has refused to act on 
an appeal to prevent Bilbo from taking a seat 
in the Senate—a seat he had secured by fraud 
and violence. The Supreme Court didn’t try to 
deny the justice of the appeal. I t  simply found 
the necessary legal tecnicality to keep Bilbo 
in the Senate.

That’s how the courts operate. When the 
rights of working-class organizations are in ­
volved, they “interpret” the law against labor’s 
interests. When the crimes of the capitalists 
and their political agents are involved, they 
“interpret” the law to favor the ruling class.

These two latest examples of capitalist class 
justice demonstrate that no small reason for 
building a powerful Independent labor party 
is to clean out the capitalist courts and insti­
tute a system of real justice for the working 
people.

The Next Congress
CIO President Philip Murray and CIO-PAC 

National Director Jack Kroll last week sent 
out a letter addressed to every CIO member 
declaring that the coming elections “will de­
cide America’s course and the fate of every 
American and his family.”

They go on to say: “The fact is that if the 
people are not to be thrust again to depression, 
if  we are to avoid another horrible war, if our 
unions are to survive, a progressive eightieth 
Congress must be elected on November 5.”

These CIO leaders have not exaggerated the 
consequences for the American working people 
if  6ig Business, through its reactionary con­
trol of Congress, continues its political domin­
ation.

But we can confidently assert right now, in 
advance of the elections, that the next Con­
gress will be as reactionary as the last, which 
all union leaders admit was the “worst” in 
decades.

We can state further that the very politics

Build The Labor Party!

of the union leaders like Murray and Kroll 
will help aid the further entrenchment of Wall
Street reaction in Washington.

Murray and Kroll urge the election of a “pro­
gressive Congress.” What do they mean by 
this? They don’t mean a Congress no longer 
dominated by the parties and candidates of 
Big Business. They bitterly oppose any change 
in the traditional “two-party system” of rule 
by American capitalism.

They mean exactly what they meant in 1942 
and 1944 when they also spread the alarm 
about the dangers of a reactionary Congress 
and had the satisfaction of helping to elect 
what they called a “progressive Congress.” 
They mean working to get rid of the "pro­
gressive” capitalist politicians they supported 
yesterday and replacing them with new “pro­
gressive” capitalist politicians who will stab 
the workers in the back tomorrow.

The politicians of the Democratic and Re­
publican parties are not controlled by labor. 
Sure, they’re always willing to make promises 
to labor before elections. But they’re agents of 
parties that are completely controlled by Big 
Business. And they take orders from their 
party bosses.

Only seven of the scores of Congressmen 
backed by CIO-PAC in 1944 opposed Truman’s 
draft-strikers bill. Practically all of these 
“progressives” went down the line to eliminate 
price ceilings. And when a few of them do oc­
casionally vote for some progressive measure, 
I t ’s just "for the record.” They never put up a 
real fight.

Labor will elect a progressive Congress only 
when it runs Its own candidates, backed by 
labor’s own party and pledged to fight for 
labor’s own program against the Big Business 
parties and politicians. Until then, Congress 
will remain a monopoly of labor’s worst ene­
mies.

Note To Our Readers
Owing to the greatly increased costs of 

printing, we have been obliged to reduce the 
size of The Militant to six pages. Our circula­
tion has greatly increased during the past 
period, but the steadily mounting publishing 
costs have more than cancelled out the in­
creased revenue and we now have notice from 
the printers of another big increase in pub­
lishing costs to take effect next month.

Nearly all other publications have reacted to 
the Inflationary publishing costs by increasing 
their price for subscriptions and single copies. 
We did not think it expedient to take this 
step since our readers are mainly wage earners 
who are themselves suffering most from the 
soaring costs of living, and we felt that in­
creasing the price of the paper would make it 
more difficult for many of them to subscribe. 
The widest possible circulation, among the 
poorest people is The M ilitant’s main consider­
ation.

We are going to need help to keep going 
In the face of the steadily mounting Inflation. 
To our friends and sympathizers who have 
never failed :us in the past we appeal once 
again to make financial contributions to The 
Militant to the best of their ability through 
the difficult period ahead.

UN And Greece
With pomp and ceremony, with flowery 

speeches and idealistic phrases, the United 
Nations General Assembly opened its sessions 
in New York last week.

Millions of words are pouring out through 
the press and radio to delude the people that 
tha rulers of all lands are erecting through 
this United Nations conclave an enduring 
structure of world peace.

But If we want a true picture of the kind t>f 
world that capitalist imperialism is building, 
we must brush aside the curtain of words the 
United Nations assembly has draped over 
reality. Let us take a good look, for Instance, 
at Greece.

British troops armed with American weap­
ons and supplies have been maintaining 
“peace” in Greece. Already in this “peace” 
thousands of Greek workers and peasants have 
been murdered in a savage civil war waged 
against them by the Greek capitalists and 
landlords, backed by British armed might.

A climax of this brutal slaughter was reach­
ed in a plebiscite to restore the hated monarch 
whom the Greek people twice drove from their 
l8nd; A mighty array of American naval and 
aircraft carrier forces was deployed in Greek 
harbors to intimidate the Greek people. A “Ja” 
election was held that would have made Hitler 
envious. What corruption and fraud could not 
accomplish, bloody violence completed. Hun­
dreds were slain to ensure the return of a vile 
tyrant through a “democratic” vote.

This is the reality. This is an example of 
the true world of the future being built by the 
imperialists. This is what the beautiful speech­
es of the United Nations assembly seek to 
camouflage.

The solution to the problems of peace and 
security for the people will not come from the 
United Nations. Only the independent action 
of the workers and oppressed peoples of the 
world can solve these problems.

The solution is indicated by the latest ex­
ample of the growing working-class opposi­
tion to imperialism—the huge minority vote 
cast In the British trade union Congress last 
week condemning British policy in Greece. 
Delegates representing 2,444,000 workers, 40 
per cent of the Congress, denounced British 
policies in Greece and other countries.

We can well understand the reports that 
Bevln and Attlee were “shocked” by this ex­
pression of growing opposition to their policies. 
Only four months ago, at the national con­
ference of the Labor Party, which is based on 
the unions, resolutions opposing British Im­
perialist policies were snowed under.

American labor should ponder this lesson 
being taught by their British brothers. And 
they should emulate their example. Only when 
the workers of all lands unitedly take into 
their own hands the issue of peace, the issue 
of the world’s future, will humanity have the 
chance to march forward again.

'7  can’t seem to find ANY of those Socialist Workers Party candi­
dates here."

THE JUNGLE by Upton Sin­
clair, 1906. Reprinted 1946 
with new introduction by 
author. Viking Press, 343 pp., 
$2.50.

The crimes of the meat trust 
— the same handful of packing 
barons who rob us today — has 
never been told with more pass­
ionate truth  than in The Jungle. 
Forty years ago Upton Sinclair 
was an ardent socialist He wrote 
honestly about the brutal face 
ot capitalism and the corruption 
of its "democratic”  politics.

This is the story of a Lithuan­
ian family whose lives were 
ground up by the packers with 
no more regard than they gave 
to the filth y  sausages turned out 
bv the mile

Jurgls Rudkus brings his fam­
ily to America where he hopes 
to find freedom and work. He, 
“ w ith the mig.ity shoulders and 
the giant hands,”  surely can 
make a living in this land of 
opportunity!

But even Jurgis shrivels in 
body and mind, as the packers’ 
greed twists each member of the 
family. The ties of kinship, whlen 
seemed so unbreakable in L ithu ­
ania, gradually disin-egrate into 
indifference and intol#ance.

When the death of his son re­
leases Jurgis from his last feel­
ing of obligation, be does manage 
to get away from the yards for 
a time. But he comes back — 
firs t as the hireling of a political

boss, then as a scab when the 
packing barons break the strike 
of their starving workers. Sell­
ing out to the boss doesn’t  bring 
Jurgis security, however. Finally 
understanding that he cannot 
win alone against the capitalist 
system, he becomes a socialist.

Sinclair wrote with power 
about the sordid life of the im­
migrant workers. Jack London 
praised him for telling “ not what 
man ought to be, but what man 
is compelled to be in this, our 
world, in the Twentieth Cen­
tury.”  Today, however. Sinclair 
is a tired and disappointed radi­
cal.

"Man-made calamities have 
taught the author of The 
Jungle,”  Sinclair writes in his 
new introduction, “ that he had 
placed far too high an estimate 
upon the intelligence of the hu­
man race, and its moral quali­
ties. But he sees democracy 
spreading, both in industry and 
politics, and he still hopes to 
witness its victory, at least In 
his native land.”

Sinclair doesn’t  give much 
credit to the men and women who 
have built the powerful pack­
inghouse workers’ unions, and 
wrested concessions from the 
Big 4. They’re "not intelligent” 
enough to suit this tired intellec­
tual.

But the m ilitant workers to­
day w ill not be disturbed by Sin­
clair’s present fatigue. They w ill

prefer the vigorous, fighting an­
ger of The Jungle.

— Ruth Benson

THE GREAT CHALLENGE, 
by Louis Fischer, Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce, 377 pp., 
1946, $4.
This book discusses the “ great 

challenge”  — the question of 
war or peace, which faces man­
kind today. I t  is written by an 
ex-Stalinist fellow-traveler, who 
fled from the Stalinist camp after 
the Stalin-Hitler pact, to beat 
the 'literary war drums for the 
Allied Imperialists. Now, in this 
book he is aiding the same im ­
perialists in whipping up anti- 
Soviet sentiment, although it  is 
cloaked w ith liberal phraseology.

Fischer, the pampered corres­
pondent, traveled in good style 
all over the continents of Europe 
and Asia. On these travels he 
hobnobbed w ith open and con­
cealed enemies of the toiling 
masses; the big-shot capitalists 
and their’ political agents. Like 
a typical mealy-mouthed intel­
lectual, he sometimes chides them 

But the essence of his book is 
to whitewash the crimes of the 
"democratic”  imperialists and 
spread illusions about their poli­
tical agents in both capitalist 
and colonial countries. Workers 
in search of a program to get rid 
of capitalism and all its evils, 
w ill not find It in this book.

—Larissa Reed

Our Program:
1. Defend labor's standard of living!

A sliding scale of wages— an escalator wage clause in all uniofi contracts to 
provide automatic wage Increases to meet the rising cost of living! 

Organize mass consumers committees for Independent action against profiteer­
ing and price-gouging!

Expropriate the food trusts! Operate them under workers’ control!

2. Full employment and job security for all workers and veterans!
For the 6-hour day, 30-hour week! A sliding scale of hours— reduce the hours of 

work with no reduction in pay to prevent layoffs and unemployment! 
Government operation of all idle plants under workers'control! 
Unemployment insurance equal to trade union wages for workers and veterans 

during the entire period of unemployment!

3. Against all anti-labor laws and government strikebreaking!
No restrictions on the right to strike and picket!
No injunctions! No compulsory arbitration!

4. Build an independent labor party!
5. Tax the rich, not the poor!

Repeal the'1 payroll tax! No sales taxes!
No taxes on incomes under $5,000 a year!

6. An 18 billion dollar appropriation for government low-rent housing!
7. Full equality for Negroes and national minorities!

End Jim-Crow! End Anti-Semitism!
8. Fora veterans'organization sponsored by the trade unions!
9. A working class answer to capitalist militarism and war.

Take the war-making powers awoy from Congress! Let the people vote or» the 
question of war or peace!

Against capitalist conscription!
Abolish the officer caste system!
Full democratic rights in the armed forces!
Trade union wages for the armed forces!
M ilitary training of workers, financed by the government, but under eontro! 

of the trade unions!
10. Solidarity with the revolutionary struggles of the workers in ell lends!

For the complete independence of the colonial peoples!
Withdraw oil American troops from foreign soil!

11. For e Workers' and Farmers' Government!

Communist Party Policy 
In The 1946 Elections

■ By Joseph Hansen------------
How the Communist (Stalinist) Party betrays th# 

political Interests of the labor movement is clearly 
shown by their treacherous role In the New York 
elections.

The Stalinists made a deal with the reactionary 
New York Democratic machine, withdrawing their 
candidates for the main offices of Governor, Lt.-gov* 
emor and Senator.

In  return for support to  the Wall Street politicians. 
Mead and Lehman, the Democratic machine agreed 
to let the Stalinists remain on the ballot. The Stal­
inists ran Benjamin Davis for Attorney General and 
Robert Thompson for Comptroller, both minor offices.

But Mead, the head of the Democratic ticket and 
the chief candidate of the Stalinists, has proved to 
be the outstanding red-baiter in America during the 
election.

Mead has Joined in the nationwide campaign of 
red-baiting fostered by the Chamber of Commerce. 
His latest outburst is typical. On Oct. 24, Mead de­
clared: “ I  revile and repudiate the support of any­
one advocating beliefs or philosophies of government 
alien to our own. Both Nazism and Communism are 
repugnant to the practices of my faith, the dictates 
of my conscience and the Institutions of my country.”

Linking “ Communism”  w ith Nazism and declaring 
it  to be an “ alien” philosophy is the typical technique 
of the professional red-baiter. Mead’s statement 
could have been lifted bodily from any number of 
speeches by Bilbo, Rankin, or Talmadge, the foul- 
mouthed Democratic representatives of the Negro- 
hating, Jew-baiting Southern Bourbons.

Still Tub-Thumping
Yet the Stalinists continue to thump the tub for 

Mead as a bulwark against reaction! Their strongest 
reflex to Mead's brazen red-baiting has been an 
editorial twitch or two about Mead violating “ the 
interests” of his “ own party.”

The Stalinist deal w ith the rotten Democratio 
political machine of Wall Street extends farther 
than is generally recognized. The Stalinists control 
the American Labor Party. Through their control, 
they forced the ALP to run an entire slate of capital­
ist candidates, mostly Democrats.

The Stalinists say that Labor's interests are best 
advanced by supporting the political party of Bilbo, 
Rankin, and “ Get-Tough-With-The-Soviet-Union”  
Byrnes.

The Wall Street candidates plugged by the ALP, 
of course, have been as lavish with campaign prom­
ises as a war profiteer with public funds. As usual 
these promises, after Nov. 5, w ill end up in  the ash 
can along with the confetti, tin  horns and campaign 
badges. Two of the candidates, however, have already 
revealed their real views.

Joseph Clark Baldwin, when he lost the Repub­
lican primaries, denounced and reviled the ALP and 
called on the voters not to vote for him. Yet the 
ALP offered him to the public as a “ liberal” and 
he will appear on the ballot as an ALP candidate.

Spencer C. Young, another candidate of the ALP, 
led the drive of the Democratic machine to throw 
three minority parties off the ballot, including the 
Socialist Workers Party. T ills drive shows how readi­
ly Wall Street resorts to fascist-like practices. Yet 
Spencer C. Young is one of the candidates whom the 
Stalinists are peddling to the labor-movement on 
the ALP line as pillars of “ progress” !

Several months ago the CIO Political Action Com­
mittee launched a national campaign to raise a m il- 
lion-dollar election fund through voluntary contri­
butions o f , 50 cents and $1 from the more than 
5,000,000 CIO members.

On Oct. 14, .with the elections about three weeks 
off, CIO-PAC National Director Jack Kro ll revealed 
that only $170,000 had so far been contributed to 
the projected m illion-dollar fund.

Officials at several recent CIO-PAC state gath­
erings sadly admitted they are having d ifficulty get­
ting an enthusiastic response from the workers. 
This admitted apathy is reflected in the financial 
drive.

There are some who attribute the lag in the f i ­
nancial drive merely to Innate reluctance of the 
workers to part w ith a dollar for a good cause. 
This Is a slander. We need only recall how last 
spring the workers contributed hundreds of thous­
ands of dollars In a short time to aid the hard- 
pressed General Motors strikers.

The American workers have demonstrated that 
they are ready to make r^al sacrifices for a cause 
in which they believe. Their lack of enthusiastio 
response to the CIO-PAC financial appeal Is a meas­
ure not of their stinginess but of their dissatisfac­
tion w ith the PAC’s policies.

Contrary to the labor leaders' opinion that the 
workers never know what’s good for them, the 
workers have repeatedly shown they know what’s 
good for them better than their conservative lead­
ers. Many have learned, for Instance, that the 
only thing labor ever got from supporting candi­
dates of the capitalist Republican and Democratio 
parties was worse political reaction after elections.

More and more workers have come to feel that 
contributing a dollar to help elect candidates of 
either Wall Street party is just tossing money 
down the drain. When CIO-PAC now tells them 
again to help finance the election of new “ progres­
sive” candidates of the Democratic Party, they th ink 
back to November 1944 when they gained that “ great 
progressive victory” — as CIO-PAC leaders then 
called i t—by returning a Democratic majority to 
Congress. These same CIO-PAC leaders now com­
plain that the last Congress was the most reac­
tionary and anti-labor in decades.

Let the CIO-PAC launch a movement for an in­
dependent labor party. Then watch the workers* 
dollars roll in. A labor party w ill inspire the great­
est demonstration of enthusiastic support the Amer­
ican workers have ever shown.

NEW YORK AUTUMN BALL 
Gala Revue . . .  Dancing

At
CARAVAN HALL 

Sunday Evening, Nov. 10 
110 East 59th St.

Auspice«: Socialist Workers Party

Why CIO-PAC’s Fund 
Drive Lags So Badly
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Warm Response For 
Party and Paper
Editor:

I  have just come back from 
a tour of South Jersey w ith Alan 
Kohlman, the Socialist Workers 
Party candidate for Governor, 
and I  have just joined the Paaty 
myself. I  am sending you my 
compliments; I  like your paper 
very much.

The people in  the Campbell 
Tomato Soup plant in Camden,
N. J., said the paper is very in ­
teresting. They said that i t  is a 
good paper and i t ’s written like 
one should be written.

We were in the city of Phila­
delphia too. There people grab­
bed for the paper like grabbing 
for a paycheck. They came and 
grabbed for The M ilitant and 
we didn’t  even have to hand it  
out. That’s how interested the 
workers were in Philadelphia!

Many told us they hope that 
Alan Kohlman gets into office as 
Governor of New Jersey.

Edward Morgan 
Newark, N. J.

Answer To 
O . K. Wilson

Editor;
I  know a lo t of > names that

O. K. Wilson of Hempstead, 
N. Y., did not use in attacking 
Farrell Dobbs in your Oct. 12 
issue. I f  he w ill send me a 
stamped envelope I  w ill mail 
them to him: then he will have 
new ammunition for the next 
volley. “ Ignorance is the greatest 
evil in this world.”

'M r. Wilson is wasting time 
and energy writing for The M ili­
tant. Mr. Wilson should be (or 
Is) writing for the Wall Street 
Angels. And I  hope he remem­
bers how H itler and Mussolini 
rode to glory on oapitalism.

Keep on going, Mr. Dobbs, you 
are doing good work that I  am 
sure many of us civilian wage 
slaves truly appreciate.

Jarvis Dusenbery, 
Perry, N. V.

A  Reader Appraises 
'The Militant1 * * * * * * 8
Editor:

Having read The M ilitant for
the past few months. I  would like 
to tell you what I  th ink about 
it.

My firs t impressions were that 
there were too many editorials 
under the pretext of being news 
items and that many of the items 
were written with an abundance 
of emotion far overbalancing 
their factual content. I  liked the 
layout of the paper, and the 
choice of the columnists.

I  th ink the paper is improving 
w ith  each new issue. B ill Bohan- 
nonis column for the past two 
issues has been great. They are 
written with the calmness and 
deliberation that make for good 
reading.

• I  like Warren Creel’s series on 
Wages, Prices and Profits. He 
writes very clearly and simply. 
(Occasionally I  think he makes 
things a little  too simple.) All 
his articles are no doubt under­
stood by his readers. I  think a 
bigger display of his stuff might 
be a great boon to your party.

I  th ink you are doing a fine 
job. Good luck in the coming 
elections.

M. K.
Newark, N. J.

Workers Should 
Challenge Capitalist 
Parties
Editor:

The Democratic and Republi­
can Parties are Siamese twins, 
'fhe time to start a new party 
was a year ago — yes, 40 ve^rs 
ago. But some people still say 
“ i t  isn’t time!”

I  think we should challenge 
the legality of the two old par­
ties — instead of their challeng­
ing working class parties. We 
should throw them out of power 
because they lie to get into pow­
er. I f  they get no opposition they 
may try  to destroy all of us.

I  wrote to you many times in 
the past few years and begged 
the people all over the United 
States to demand that we go on 
the ballot without signatures, but 
it  was too early. We weren’t 
ready.

This year we can write in the 
name of Malcolm Walker for 
Governor of Ohio.

L. B. Courts 
Hamilton, O.

'M ilitant' Needed Now 
More Than Ever
Editor:

I  want to add my plug to th^t 
of the thousands of other read­
ers to whom The M ilitan t pre­
sents the only way out of the 
rotten mess world capitalism has 
gotten mankind into. I f  ever a 
paper like The M ilitant was 
needed, now’s the time.

The confusion generated by the 
ruling press, their representatives 
(liberal and conservative), their 
stooges in  places high and low, 
and by the phonies in the ranks 
of labor trying to hog-tie the 
workers to the two capitalist 
parties, is really appalling!

S. T.
Madison, Wis.

Thinks 'M ilitant' 
Program Is 'Screwy'
Editor:

I  received today The M ilitant 
which outlined the Socialist 
Workers Party Program of 11 
requirements which to me add 
up to more pay and less work 
under workers’ control. What 
stops that same labor leadership 
today from carrying out all the 
ideas and Ideals mentioned?

But what I  guess you mean is 
to give the workers, whoever they 
are, everything they want under 
a six-hour day five days per 
week and all the money they 
need to purchase what they pro­
duce in 30 hours or less.

Anyone w ith any sense knows 
that abuses of money and power 
exist. But destroying what has 
already been created by capital­
ists or men of vision under any 
circumstances, does not give you 
the right to attack everyone and 
everything that does not agree 
with such screwy ideas as pub­
lished.

This country never lacked new 
leadership as today and no per­
son is compelled by capital to 
stay at his job; but the represen­
tative group of labor compels 
men to donate by deduction from 
pay envelopes, for the right to 
work—millions yearly! And
where is i t  when needed?

To get the reaction of your 
customers you have my permis­
sion to publish this.

Frank P. Lyons 
New York, N. Y.

  A  Handy Way to Help The M ilitan t 
To The Militant

116 University Place 
New York 3, New York.

like The Militant because it tells the truth. I want 
to help because I know it depends upon workers like 
me for support.

Here is my contribution of $ ........... ....
Name

(Please prin t)

Addreu...................................................

City .....................................................

Postal Zone .....................  State . . . .

Asks United Action 
In Elections
Editor:

The recent removal of the So­
cialist Workers Party, the So­
cialist Party ^n d  the Socialist 
Labor Party candidates from the 
New York state ballot calls for 
decisive action In the coming 
years. The arbitrary Judicial de­
cision demonstrates the desire 
of the capitalist parties and their 
lackeys to remove any socialist 
opposition that may develop. This 
Is a trend that has been making 
headway w ithin the last decade.

One of the things that must 
be done is to forge a united elec­
toral campaign of all independ­
ent socialist parties. By this I  
mean the running of one work­
ing class ticket In the next elec­
tion backed by the combined ef­
forts of the SP. SWP, SLP and 
any other working class party 
Interested in the idea.

The program and candidates 
to» be run can be decided by a 
Joint committee representing all 
three parties. The united might 
of all socialist forces can defeat 
the nefarious schemes of the cap­
italist parties.

This is not a plea for the fu ­
sion of all the parties concerned, 
it is a' plea for common sense. 
Divided, we are no match for 
the class enemy. United on a 
political campaign and in jo in t 
protest and defense issues we 
can really become a threat to 
the capitalist system. We can also 
lay foundations for the united 
movement which is necessary if  
we are to achieve our aims.

H. M.
Bronx, N. Y.

Editors’ Note: The M ilitant 
advocates the formation of an 
Independent Labor Party based 
on the trade unions as the means 
of achieving united electoral 
campaigns of the workers. We 
do not regard the selection of 
jo in t candidates by a number of 
small political organizations as a 
substitute for the creation of 
such an Independent Labor Par­
ty.

I,t- should be noted that the 
Socialist Workers Party believes 
firm ly in  jo in t labor action 
agaist the anti-democratic elec­
tion laws and court decisions of 
the capitalists. The SWP pro­
posed a united defense to three 
other parties whose New York 
State tickets had been challeng­
ed, but all of them rejected the 
proposal.

M eat Famine 
Hasn't Ended
Editor:

I  went without meat for weeks, 
feeding my family beans and 
spaghetti because the meat pack­
ers wouldn’t sell any meat at 
ceiling prices. Last week I  went 
without meat again because the 
prices were so high. Even ham­
burger was 90 cents abound.

Now the newspapers all say 
our troubles are over because the 
prices have come down. YeS, 
they’ve come down — to 60 cents 
a pound for hamburger. I  still 
can’t  afford It, and my neigh­
bors can’t  either.

But we’re supposed to be happy 
because the meat famine’s over. 
We’re supposed to give loud 
cheers because intead of being 
soaked three times as much as 
the meat’s worth, ve’re ONLY 
soaked twice as much as last 
year’s prices.

I  know I'm  not satisfied and I  
still th ink we should run the 
packing plants ourselves.

Housewife 
New York

NEWARK
Final Broadcast

Sunday, Nov. 3, 3:45 
WPAT, 93 on dial

Final Rally 
And Dance

Friday, Nov. 1, 8:30 
Cadillac Restaurant 
Halsey & Hill St.

Victim s O f Fascism A n d  W ar

European Workers Appeal 
For Aid As Hardships Grow

Anguished letters appealing for help continue to flow 
into the American’ Committee for European Workers Re­
lief office from many countries in Europe. One Italian  
worker who has received aid from the ACEWR asks the 
committee if it can aid h i s  
aged parents who are abso­
lutely destitute and face a 
bitter winter. From Italy too 
come names |t  working women 
who need^help to support their 
families.

An anti-fascist worker in 
Vienna, Austria, thanks the 
ACEWR for a package received 
and states: “ I  and my family 
consider your relief work as a 
sign of closest solidarity and 
readiness to help, and beg you 
to accept our thanks as such.”

Another Viennese worker, a. 
woman with two small children, 
thanks the ACEWR in the name 
of her children for food and 
clothing that they Have re­
ceived.
MOST ACUTE

The food situation In Austria 
is the most acute in all Europe.
I t  is officially admitted that Aus­
trian workers have the lowest 
caloric diet and the lowest liv ­
ing standards in Europe. I t  is 
extremely urgent that more food 
be sent to Austria. To do this, 
the ACEWR must receive more 
donations.

I t  is up to you whether these 
men and women who spent long 
years in concentration camps 
and in exile will survive the win­
ter that lies before them. I f  you 
want to help, send a contribution 
to the ACEWR, 197 Second Ave­
nue, New York 3. N. Y. today.

Remember that $10 will put 29 
pounds of food on the table of 
a Viennese worker’s family. That 
is enough to supplement their 
ration so that they w ill have a 
normal diet for two weeks.
HELP TODAY

A letter from Holland informs 
the committee that the wife of 
an anti-fascist worker had re­
ceived a package from i t  on Sept.
25. Unfortunately the husband 
died on Sept. 6 as the result of 
illnesses contracted during a 
long period of deportation to 
Germany. The family of this 
Dutch worker w ill need assis­
tance now more than ever. I f  
you want to help, send a dona­
tion to the ACEWR today. Re­
member tha t $1.54 will pay the 
postage on 10% pounds of cloth­
ing for this family.

I f  you are sending packages to 
friends or relatives in Europe, 
the ACEWR will be glad to fu r­
nish information on what is 
needed most as well as shipping 
and postal regulations.

Hear The SWP Candidates!
New York Street Meetings

DATE TIM E PLACE
Saturday, Nov. 2

8:00-9:00 p.m. 7th Ave. bet. 125 & 126 Sts. 
9:15-10:15 pm.
8:15-9:15 p.m.
9:30-10:30 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 4
8:00-9:15 p.m.
9:30-10:30 p.m.
8:00-9:00 p.m.
9:30-10:30 pm.

Lenox Ave. bet. 115 & 116 Sts- 
4th St. & Avenue C 
6th St. &  Avenue B

Fulton fir Nostrand Aves- 
Fulton J r Albany Aves.
7th Ave. bet- 125 & 126 Sts. 
Lenox Ave. bet. 115 &  116 Sts.

Pioneer Publishers Is already 
sending Trotskyist books and 
pamphlets in  large quantities to 
the Orient, where several sales 
agencies have been granted to 
book dealers.

Latest inquiry comes from a 
Shanghai book and news agency 
which wants to handle Pioneer 
literature.

Ten firms and individuals in 
India have' already requested 
agencies, and several have beeh 
granted. Six such requests have 
come from Ceylon. In the Philip­
pines a large book wholesaler is 
already distributing Pioneer l i t ­
erature. He recently reordered 
more than $300 worth of books 
and pamphlets. Hugh shipments 
have gone to Ceylon and small 
orders to China. The Orient dis­
plays a strong th irst for Trotsky­
ist literature.

• • *
Philadelphia Branch of the 

Socialist Workers Party keeps a 
very methodical record of litera­
ture sales and activities. Each 
month a list is prepared of all 
sales, classified as to popular 
pamphlets, standard classics, pa­
pers and magazines, w ith the 
number sold and amount of re­
ceipts from each title, as well as 
a record of credit or time pay­
ment sales.

Coupled with a lending library 
and a fine literature display In 
the meeting hall, these detailed 
and complete records help to give 
Philadelphia Branch an out­
standing literature department. 

» • •
Send for price lis t: Pioneer 

Publishers, 116 University Place, 
New York 3, N. Y.

Youth Activités
LOS ANGELES. -  Socialist 

Youth Club meets every Tues­
day, 8 p.m., at SWP headquart­
ers, 316 y2 W. Pico Blvd. Educa­
tio n a l after every meeting. Re­
freshments served.

NEW YORK. — For Informa­
tion on the Trotskyist Youth 
Group send name and address 
to 116 University Place, N. Y. 3, 
N. Y.

Open Forum: Every Friday, 
8 p.m., at 116 University Place. 
Dancing, refreshments.

Sat., Nov. 2—Halloween Social, 
116 University.. Pi. Dancing, re­
freshments. 8 p.m.

Sundays, 3 p.m.:—“ What Is So­
cialism?” 116 University Pi.

PHILADELPHIA.—For in for­
mation call ST. 4-5820, from 
noon to 6' p.m.

•  *  •

Announcements of youth ac­
tivities w ill appear in  this column 
weekly.

IN  AKRON
Hear

Malcolm Walker
SWP Candidate for Governor

M ONDAY, NOV. 4
8 So. Howard 8 p.m.

SWP Conference 
Discusses Future 
Of Work In Ohio

By Milton Genecin
AKRON, O., Oct, 26 — A 

state-wide conference of the 
Ohio branches of the Social­
ist Workers Party held in 
Akron last Sunday was attended 
b y ' members and sympathizers 
from Cleveland, Toledo, Youngs­
town, Cincinnati and Akron.

The purpose of the gathering 
was to discuss the important 
question of the perspectives of 
the party in  the coming period 
of social crisis in  America. The 
agenda included a report on the 
Theses on the American Revolu­
tion adopted recently by the 
Political Committee, andi supple-

Break
with the Boss Parties 

Vote for the 
Socialist Workers Party
mentary reports on the party’s 
trade union work, electoral acti­
vity, work among the Negro peo­
ple and broad mass actions 
around consumers’ and veterans 
problems. s

From start to finish -the meet­
ing reflected the high morale In 
the party and the determination 
to build the Socialist Workers 
Party as the only genuine leader 
and spokesman of the American 
working class. The main report 
stressed economic facts which 
proved the Impossibility of avoid­
ing a deep social crisis under 
capitalism.

I t  was the unanimous opinion 
of everyone present that the 
world wide crisis of capitalism 
could only be resolved by the 
socialist reorganization of society. 
This in  turn, a ll agreed, could 
only come through the bold appli­
cation of the tested program of 
the party In every struggle of 
the masses.

Delegates spoke of the inevita­
b ility  of the continued growth 
of the Socialist Workers Party 
Every report and every comment 
from the floor was featured by 
a sure confidence in the program 
and future of the party.

The entire delegation ate a 
noonday meal prepared and 
served by Akron comrades at 
their new headquarters. Two of 
the sympathizers present Joined 
the party after the meeting. Tbe 
conference ended w ith a stirring 
singing of The Internationale.

G M  Locals Asks for 
United Labor Parley
D ETROIT, Oct. 22—A con­

ference of 200 G e n e r a l  
Motors locals of the UAW- 
CIO today voted unanimously 
to ask CIO President Philip 
Murray to call a national la­
bor conference of CIO, AFL 
and Railroad Brotherhoods 
for the purpose of obtaining 
jo in t action in defense of la­
bor’s living standards and 
against anti-labor laws.

Exciting Sub Race Hits 
New High In Boston

The excitement of Boston’s 
campaign Is mounting. Literature 
Agent S. Brooks reports: “ Send­
ing 95 subs—the highest score 
yet in  our sub drive. We have 
completed only five of our sched­
uled eight Sunday mobilizations, 
but we have already surpassed 
our goal of 250 new subscribers. 
Our total to date is 265 and we 
are not stopping there.

“ Enthusiasm is very high as 
a result of this gratifying re­
sponse to The M ilitant in our 
door-to-door work in  working- 
class neighborhoods. Josie Hall 
is s till In the lead with 28 subs 
to her credit, w ith Sally and 
Irene Conti, Hilda Webster and 
Ann Anders close at her heels. 
Mary Stanley and your corre­
spondent are only a step behind, 
too. A very close race.”

The campaign in Cleveland 
Branch of the Socialist Workers 
Party to get renewals from all 
M ilitant subscribers in  that area 
is bringing in steady and con­
sistent results. Aimeda Kingsley, 
who is kept busy forwarding 
these renewal subs to The M ili­
tant office, reports: “ Here are 
more subs from Cleveland I Our 
renewal campaign is plugging 
along at a good pace.”

more subscriptions: “ Two of the 
subs I  am sending were gotten 
through personal contact; the 
others from our last sub-getting 
expedition. We have changed our 
subscription day to Sunday and 
we believe that now we will get 
more renewals.”

* * * /
Comrades In Oakland divide 

honors for subs. Beverley Wise 
writes: "There is no one special 
comrade who is getting our subs. 
We are a small branch and those 
who can go out on subs split up 
the honors between them. How­
ever, we do have one comrade 
who Is getting them consistently 
In his shop.”

•  « '  •

Henry Daniels, an enthusiastio 
M ilitan t booster in  Brooklyn 
Branch, New York Local, wants 
to pass on one of his experi­
ences: “ I  have had some very en­
couraging experience in  selling 
M ilitant subs at our New York 
election rallies,”  writes Comrada 
Daniels.

“ Workers at these meetings ara 
often so inspired by the speak­
er’s presentation of the party’s
fighting program that It  isn’t  
even necessary to make much of 
a ‘sales talk.’

*  *  •

Excellent subscription results 
are likewise obtained by the com­
rades in  Philadelphia Branch. 
The latest batch received from 
Pauline Ryder, Literature Agent, 
totals 18.

•  •  •
Dick Clarke of St. Louis Branch

sent us a sub that Comrade Os­
car obtained on the job. “ This 
makes seven for him in hip shop.” 

* * •
A short note from Yetta Fine 

of San Pedro, which .accompanied 
seven subsfcriptions, arouses our 
curiosity. “ These subs were ob­
tained by two comrades. In  our 
‘October Handicap’ Comrade Eu­
gene is out in  front.”  We hope 
that Comrade Yetta w ill send 
more information about the 
"Handicap.”

*  •  *

El Snyder of F lin t Branch
writes: “ Enclosed you will find 
five subs that you may credit 
to F lin t Branch for October. Our 
new scoreboard system is work­
ing out fine and we definitely 
hope to reach our monthly goal 
regularly.”

•  *  *  *

California’s “ Special Election 
Edition” of The M ilitant is being 
distributed widely, according ip  
a report frotn May Manning: “ I  
would like to state that we have 
already distributed about 5,000 
copies of the campaign issue of 
The M ilitant, mainly at factory 
gates. They are being very well 
received.”

*  *  *

M. Jones of Youngstown re­
ports a change of plans which 
the branch hopes w ill result i| i

“ Several times I  have been In­
terrupted in  the middle of such 
a ta lk by workers who were im ­
patient to f i l l  out their sub blank. 
At the last two Brooklyn rallie« 
in  Bedford-Stuyvesant area I  se­
cured eight subs in  this manner.

“Bedford-Stuyvesant is a Ne­
gro working class area where the 
workers are responding enthu­
siastically to the party’s call fo r 
Negro-white unity in  the figh t 
against Jim-Crow and the Wall 
Street lynch-law government.”

•  ♦ *

Sam Taylor, another M ilitan t 
booster in  Madison, Wis., is do­
ing a good job on his own in  
getting subs to The M ilitant. He
writes: “ My subscription must be 
somewhere near expiring, so I ’m 
enclosing money for a renewal. 
Also enclosing three subscrip­
tions from fellow-students and 
hope to obtain more soon.”

*  •  *

H. M. Sherwin of Solway, 
Minn., is making a weekly 
appearance in this column 
through his good work in  intro­
ducing The M ilitan t to workers. 
This week he sent in a six-month 
sub for a friend in  Bemidji, 
Minn.

DETROIT
Sunday Forum 

'The Anti-Labor Red- 
Baiting Campaign' 

Speaker: Harold Darnell 
Nov. 3, 3 p.m. 

6108 Linwood

Come and  m eet o th e r 'M il i ta n t '  R eaders  
A t these Local A ctiv ities  o f

The Socialist Workers Party
AKRON — Visit The SWP, 2nd

floor, 8 So. Howard St., Akron
8, O. Open dally except Sunday,
2 to 4 p. m.; also Wed., 7:30-
9:30.

ALLENTOWN - BETHLEHEM —
Open meeting every Thursday,
8 p.m., at M ilitant Labor 
Forum, S. E. comer Front and 
Hamilton Streets, Allentown.

Public Forums—First Sunday 
each month, 8:15 p.m.

BALTIMORE—For Information 
write Box 415, Baltimore 3, 
Md. Monthly forums to be 
announced.

BAYONNE—SWP headquarters, 
62 W. 23rd St. Open house 

‘2nd and 4th Saturdays.
BOSTON—Office at 30 Stuart 

St. Open Saturdays from noon 
until 6 p .m j Wednesdays and 
Fridays. 7:30 to 9:30 pm.

Sunday Forum—3 p.m.
BUFFALO — Open every after­

noon except Sunday. M ilitant 
Forum, 629 Main S t„ 2nd floor.

Open house and current 
events discussion every Satur­
day, 8:30 p.m. Admission free.

CHICAGO — Visit SWP, 777 W. 
Adams (comer Halsted). Open
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, ex­
cept Sunday. Tel. Dearborn 
4767. Library, bookstore.

Sat. night, open house.
CLEVELAND — M ilitan t Forum 

every Sunday, 8:30 p.m. at 
Peck’s Hall 1446 E. 82nd St. 
off Wade Park Ave.).

CONNECTICUT — Write to the 
M ilitant, P.O. Box 841, New 
Haven.

DETROIT — Open house every 
Saturday. 8 p.m. a t 610B U n ­
wood. Office open daily 13 to 
5. Phone Tyler 7-6267.

Thursday, 8 p.m.—Classes in  
parliamentary procedure, pub­
lic speaking, and History of 
American Trotskyism.

Sunday forums, 3 p.m.
FLINT—Visit SWP and M ilitan t

headquarters, 215 E. N inth St., 
F lin t 3, Mich-

Open Monday through F ri­
day, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Class In 
parliamentary procedure.

LOS ANGELES—Visit M ilitant 
Publishing Assn., 316% W. Pico 
Blvd. Open daily, 12 noon to 
5 p.m. Phone Richmond 4644.

Every Friday, 8 p.m,—M ili­
tant Workers Forum, 466 E. 
Vernon.

SAN PEDRO, M ilitan t Publish­
ing Assn., 1008 S. Pacific,» 
Room 214.

MILWAUKEE — Visit the M il­
waukee SWP branch, 424 E. 
Wells St., evenings from 7:30.

MINNEAPOLIS—Visit the Labor 
Book Store, 10 South 4th St„ 
open 10 a.m. to 5 pm. daily.

Sunday Forums, 3:30 p.m.
NEWARK—Visit SWP headquar­

ters, 423 Springfield Ave. 
Phone Bigelow 3-2574. Ubrary 
and reading room open week 
nights, 7-10 p.m.

Friday night forum, 8:30.
NEW YORK—CITY HQ., 116 

University Place, GR. 5-8149. 
Tues., 8:30 and Sat., 4:30, re­
hearsal of M ilitan t chorus.

HARLEM: 103 W. 110 St.. 
Rm. 23. MO. 2-1866.

Every Thursday Open Dis­
cussion, 8 p.m.

BRONX: 1034 Prospect Ave., 
1st floor, phone T I 2-0101.

Reading room open Mon. to 
Fri., 7 to 10 p.m.

Current events discussion, 
Fridays at 8.

BROOKLYN: 635 Fulton St., 
Phone ST. 3-7433.

Mon. Class — “ Program of 
SWP,”  7 p.m.

CHELSEA: 130 W. 23 St., 
phone CH 2-9434.

OAKLAND, Cal.—Meetings Wed­
nesday, Odd Fellows Temple, 
410 - 11th St. For information 
write to P.O. Box 1351.

PHILADELPHIA — SWP Head­

quarters, 1303-05 W. Girard 
Ave., 2nd floor. Open daily, 
Friday forum, 8 p.m. Phono 
Stevenson 5820.

PITTSBURGH—SWP headquar­
ters 1418 F ifth  Ave., 2nd floor. 
Round table discussions, 2nd 
and 4th Sundays each month, 
3:30.

PORTLAND, Ore. — Visit the 
SWP headquarters, 134 S. W. 
Washington, 3rd Floor. Tel 
ATwater 3992. Open 1 to 
4 p.m., daily except Sunday, 
and 6 to 8, Tuesday, Friday.

Wed. night class on Social­
ism and current events, 8 p.m.

SAN DIEGO—Headquarters 623 
Sixth Ave., open 3-9 p.m. daily,

SAN FRANCISCO — Visit the 
San Francisco School of Social 
Science, 305 Grant Ave., cor­
ner of Grant and Sutter, 4th 
floor; open from 12 noon to 
4:30 p.m., daily except Sun­
day. Phone EXbrook 1926.

SEATTLE—Visit our Headquar­
ters, 1919% Second Ave. Open 
Monday through Saturdays, 
noon to 6 p.m. Tel. SE-0543. 
Library, Bookstore.

Friday forum—8 p.m.
ST. LOUIS—Visit our Headquar­

ters, 1023 N. Grand Blvd., Rm. 
312, open Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, 7:30 to 9 p.m. Forums 
every Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 
Phone Jefferson 3642.

ST. PAUL—540 Cedar St.. St. 
Paul 2, Phone Garfield 1137. 
Open daily 2:30-9:30.

TACOMA, Wash. — Meetings 
every Wednesday, 8 p.m., at 
Oddfellows Hall, 6th and Faw­
cett. Discussions on current 
topics. For information, write
P.O. Box 1079.

TOLEDO—Visit SWP headquar­
ters at 108 Summit St. or Elec­
tion Campaign Jleadquarters 
at 228 Cherry St„ Toledo 4, O. 
Open daily. Phone MAin 8919,

YOUNGSTOWN — M ilitant La­
bor Forum, 35% S. W att St.( 
Youngstown 3, O.

Throughout Europe, boys and girls like these children of 
anti-fascist Spanish refugees, are in desperate need of your 
help. This picture, taken last winter, shows how ragged and In­
adequate their clothing is: th in  dresses and broken shoes offer 
little  protection against cold, rain and snow. They’re hungry, 
too!



Death For The Young
By Grace Carlson —

The hearts of millions of American people 
were touched by the press accounts of the tragic 
death of Angela Rose De Fabrizio a few weeks 

ago. On the morning of her 
wedding, the pretty, dark­
haired young bride dropped 
dead in a church in Cedar- 
hurst, Long Island—a victim 
of rheumatic heart disease.

This was a real “ human in­
terest”  story and the press 
played it  up. Pictures of An­
gela’s bereaved fiance and of 
her grieving family filled the 

daily papers all over the country. But there 
are 30,000 rheumatic fever deaths in the United 
States every year! Few of these deaths are 
reported in the daily papers. And the1 fact that 
these 30,000 young victims of rheumatic heart 
disease could have been saved receives no pub­
lic ity  at all!

Rheumatic heart fever is a disease of poverty. 
Dr. Ernst Boas, an authority on chronic dis­
ease, says: “ Rheumatic heart disease would 
largely disappear if  decent housing and wages 
became the order of the day.”

A germ or virus causes rheumatic fever, but 
poor living conditions—damp rooms, overcrowd­
ed sleeping quarters, inadequate diet, lack of, 
sunshine, poor ventilation—are known to be pre­
disposing factors. Many early cases of rheumat­
ic fever go unrecognized because the main 
symptoms, pain and swelling of the joints are 
often dismissed as "growing pains.”  In  about 30

per cent of th? cases of rheumatic fever, the
heart is damaged.

Like tuberculosis, rheumatic heart disease re­
quires long, costly medical care. Also like tu­
berculosis, this disease strikes most often at 

» the children of workers least able to pay for such 
services. During the acute stage of rheumatic 
fever, the young patient should, be given hos­
pital care. Continuous medical observation and 
supervision are recommended for six months to 
a year after the rheumatic fever attack.

Even fa irly well-paid workers find i t  impos­
sible to give the right kind of medical care to 
their sick children when rheumatic fever enters 
the home. Free public health centers for the 
proper care of rheumatic patients are totally 
inadequate. The result is that thousands of 
children with early rheumatic infections de­
velop serious heart conditions and die prema­
turely.

I t  is estimated that nine hundred thousand 
children and young adults in the United 'States 
are suffering from rheumatic heart disease. Be­
tween the ages of 10 io  14, rheumatic heart 
disease is the leading cause of death; between 
the ages of 15 to 25, i t  is second only to tu ­
berculosis.

Every year, th irty  thousand of the "ill-fed, 
ill-clothed, ill-housed”  children of the poor die 
from rheumatic heart disease. The early death 
of Angela Rose De Fabrizio was a heartbreaking 
thing. But the fu ll record of deaths among 
young rheumatic fever victims is th irty  thous­
and times as tragic!

THE MILITANT

The Negro Struggle

A Great Step Forward
 By William E. Bohannon
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Ballot Ban Shows Need 
For Vote Law Revision

union leader and he will tell you that Negro 
workers were the outstanding fighters on the 
picket lines during the strike wave.

Now there are 2,000,000 Negroes in the or­
ganized labor movement—AFL, CIO and inde­
pendent. And not all of them are in the North 
by a long shot. According to a recent estimate, 
there are 450,000 Negroes in Southern AFL un­
ions claiming a membership of 2,000,000.

Think about that for a minute: TWO M IL­
LION Negroes in the unions! One out of every 
seven Negroes is in the labor movement. That 
is a greater percentage than exists in the white 
population generally.

I  don’t say that the situation is ideal in all 
these unions—far from it. In  some there exists 
complete equality between the races: in others, 

, we are still Jim Crowed aiid segregated; and 
there are still others in  the in-between category.

But the point I  want to make here is that 
the Negro worker, by and large, and despite the 
difficulties that still remain, has now become 
a basic part of the labor movement. Nothing 
can change this fact but the destruction of the 
labor movement itself.

Being inside the unions, in many cases on a 
completely equal basis, we are therefore in an 
excellent position to influence their decisions 
and to guide them toward the destruction of 
Jim Crow. For this reason as well as others,, 
we can say with confidence that the second 
emancipation of the Negro people is not as 
far off as some people think.

M um s The Word In Washington
 By George Breitman

Don’t  say i t  out loud, donit eveiT whisper it. 
The demand for silence appears to have become 
one of the chief planks in Washington’s foreign 

policy.
Fears of war are “ unwar­

ranted and unjustified,”  said 
President Truman in his speech 
to the UN General Assembly 
on Oct. 23. The real danger 
seems to lie in rumors: “ I f  
these rumors are not checked 
they are sure to impede world 
recovery . . .  I  am sure that 
every delegate in  this hall w ill 

jo in  me in  rejecting talk of war.”
Mum seems to be the word. Let’s not worry 

about war: let’s Worry about rumors. The thing 
to organize is not a struggle against war, but a 
struggle to reject talk of war.

I t ’s really spitballs they’re manufacturing 
down at Oak Ridge. The rockets you hear so 
much about are intended for next year’s Fourth 
of July celebration. Germ warfare probably 
means warfare against germs. Peacetime con­
scription is designed to educate, build up and 
broaden the outlook of the youth. And anybody 
who’s got other ideas is the kind of rumor­
mongering skunk who would impede world re­
covery.

I t  doesn’t  pay to talk about what the govern­
ment in Washington -is up to. Henry Wallace 
found that out. And now Czechoslovakia is find­
ing I t  out too.

The State Department has just cut o ff all 
financial aid to that country. I t  has cancelled 
40 million dollars of a loan to Czechoslovakia

Veterans' Problems

to buy surplus U. S. Army equipment in Europe 
and has halted negotiations for 50 million dol­
lars of credits from the Export-Import Bank for 
Czechoslovakian reconstruction.

The reason? According to thè State Depart­
ment there was a “ misinterpretation by Czecho­
slovakia of United States motives in extending 
economic assistance to European countries;”  I t  
seems that Czech delegates at the Paris Con­
ference applauded a Soviet official’s speech 
charging that Washington is using its financial 
power in behalf of “ economic imperialism.” Byr­
nes called a special press conference to explain 
the State Department was not going to grant 
credits to countries that expressed the opinion 
the U. S. government was trying to enslave them.

In other words, any country that doesn’t  like 
Washington’s economic policies had better keep 
quiet‘ i f  it  knows what is good for it. That goes 
for clapping your hands too.

“ I  disapprove of what you say, but I  w ill de­
fend to the death your right to say it,”  declared 
Voltaire. “ I  disapprove of what you say, and you 
can starve to death until you quit saying it, 
even i f  i t  is the truth.”  That sums up the 
position of Byrnes.

Remember the Four Freedoms? One of them 
was freedom of speech. Truman is all for i t  as 
long as you don’t use i t  to discuss the govern­
ment's preparations for war. Byrnes is all for 
i t  too (except in South Carolina) as long as you 
don’t  use it  to discuss the government’s pro­
gram to dominate the world through dollar di­
plomacy. Discussion of the weather 4s still ap­
proved, according to the latest communique from 
Washington.

4 Radio Talks 
Wind Up Drive 
In Washington

By Clara Kaye
SEATTLE, Wash., Oct. 26— 

The Socialist Workers Party’s 
election campaign in Wash­
ington State neared its con­
clusion this week with a stepped- 
up pace on all fronts of the cam­
paign. . .

Last Sunday night Charles 
Swett, SWP candidate for U.S. 
Senator, delivered over Station 
KRSC a hard-hitting speech in 
defense of the struggle to main­
tain labor's living standards. 
Other speeches over the same 
station are scheduled for the re­
maining two Sundays of the cam­
paign. Time has also been grant­
ed for a speech over Station 
KIRO, the CBS outlet for Wash­
ington, on Oct. 31.

Listening parties have been 
organized in various communi­
ties on the occasion of each of 
these speeches. Telephone cam­
paigns are conducted to popular­
ize the radio parties.
COVER FACTORIES

Distribution of election litera­
ture continues in various work­
ing class neighborhoods, with 
emphasis being placed on the 
31st District, where Daniel Rob­
erts is running for State Sena­
tor on the SWP ticket. Large 
factories such as Bethlehem 
Steel and Boeing Aircraft are 
covered with copies of The M ili­
tant and the election platform.
’ The SWP candidates have been 

invited to speak before a num­
ber of civic organizations and are 
taking this opportunity to fu r­
ther popularize the party pro­
gram.

An open-air street-corner meet­
ing is being arranged for the
evening of Nov. 2, just a few

/

hours before the Election Rally 
and Dance which w ill formally 
close the SWP campaign at its 
headquarters, 1919% Second Ave., 
Seattle.

Washington State Candidates
By George Clarke

One of the most basic democratic rights—the right 
of workers to vote for parties and candidates of their own 
choice—is a dead pigeon in New »York State today.

< This right was killed by the Democrats with the pas­
sive support of the Repub- ®------------ !

Daniel Roberts, Socialist Workers Party Candidate for State 
Senate, 31st District; Clara Kaye, Campaign Manager; and 
Charles Swett. c?ndid:>te for U. S. Senate, photogrenhed in 
the Election Headquarters at 1919% Second Avenue, Seattle.

Candidates Tell Revolutionary 
Program At Minnesota Rally

ST. RAUL, Minn., Oct. 25—A crowd which filled the St. 
Paul Socialist Workers Party headquarters tonight ap­
plauded enthusiastically when Dorothy Schultz, SWP can­
didate for Congress from the Fourth Congressional Dis­
trict, called for “an end to®— ------- -----------------
company union ism  in  p o lit-  a? alike as Tweedledum and
ics.”

Mrs. Schultz poifcted out that 
the Farmer-Labor Party has 
been liquidated into the Demo­
cratic Party. This means that 
the SWP has the only labor can­
didates on the Minnesota ballot 
this year.

Other SWP candidates on the 
Minnesota ballot are: Grace 
Carlson for United States Sen­
ator, and Warren Creel for 
Representative from the Third 
Congressional District. • Because 
of Minnesota election regula­
tions, they will appear on the 
ballot as the candidates of the 
Revolutionary Workers Party.

Citing the Republican and 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor plat­
forms as proof of her assertions, 
Dorpthy Schultz showed that the 
capitalist party candidates are

PAC Policy Drives CIO 
Leaders Into Hague's Arms

By Alan Kohlman
SWP Candidate for Governor of New Jersey 

NEWARK, N. J., Nov. 1—When the New Jersey CIO 
Political Action Committee last month endorsed Lewis 
Hansen, Democratic candidate for Governor, it showed in 
practice the bankruptcy of the PAC policy of supporting

Housing As A Political Football
 By Alvin Royce 

I t ’s no accident that every politician is going 
cut of his way to appeal to the veterans in this 
election campaign. What GI didn’t  at some time 

discuss “ cleaning out the old 
politicians when we get home?” 

The veterans have registered 
in great numbers and are very 
much interested in politics, but 
not the politics of the Demo­
crats and Republicans. All these 
capitalist politicians have of­

fered is endless promises—the politics of words 
instead of the politics of deeds which the vet­
erans want.

The gubernatorial campaign in New York 
State is a good example. Republican Governor 
Dewey and Democratic Mayor O’DWyer have of­
ficially cooperated to sabotage an effective hous­
ing program. Both parties have spent the bulk 
of their campaign pointing out how little  their 
capitalist opponents have accomplished. They 
have plenty of facts to prove that point. How­
ever, neither the Republicans nor thè Demo­
crats can say much about homes they them­
selves have provided.

In spite of these facts, the leaders of the vet­
erans’ movement have refused to act. Through­
out the spring and summer the Stalinist leader­
ship of the AVC in New York City postponed or 
blocked every proposal for housing action. Only 
with the approach of the elections did they sud­
denly become interested in “ fighting” for 
housing.

They printed an anti-Dewey housing program 
(taken word for word out of the Democratic 
election platform) and distributed i t  in the name 
of AVC. A program had been proposed and 
generally accepted to apply consistent pressure 
on both the Democrats in New York City and 
the Republicans in Albany; yet all this com­
mittee asked the veterans to do was participate 
in an anti-Dewey picket line for a few hours 
and then return home. To’ quiet down opposi­
tion, Larry Knoble, Stalinist executive secre­
tary of the AVC in New York, promised there 
would be action against the Democrats “ some­
time before the election.”

When this Stalinist-led delegation arrived in 
Albany, they walked into and occupied the Sen­
ate Chambers. They promised to sit there till 
“ hell, froze over”  unless they were shown some 
housing action. Workers arid veterans through­
out the country had their eyes on this “ veterans’ 
senate.”  The next morning Dewey received the 
veterans and gave a fla t NO to their demands. 
Hell hadn’t  frozen over but the delegation went 
home, its “ mission” completed.

This Stalinist committee riow reveals that it 
will continue the action by supporting the Demo­
crats in the elections. Like the capitalist parties, 
i t  is using housing as a political football. ’

Political action by veterans surely is necessary 
today. But i f  i t  becomes political action in  sup­
port of capitalist candidates and plaforms, such 
as the Stalinists advocate, i t  is of no use at all.

good”  capitalist 
politicians.

The endorse­
ment is motivat­
ed by the state­
ment that Han­
sen “ had been 
forthwith in his 
policy against 
anti-labor legis­
lation” while the 
Republicans had 
not. This certainly is a nega­
tive “ quality” and indicates the 
CIO leaders have not been able 
to find anything pro-labor that 
Hansen is for. In other words, 
he hasn’t  even made definite 
commitments for CIO-supported 
legislation.

Besides, words are cheap. Han­
sen is not the firs t CIO-endorsed 
Democrat who "promised”  to 
pppose anti-labor legislation. The 
79th Congress had over 80 of 
such promise-makers who knifed 
labor in the back by voting for 
Truman’s draft-strikers bill.
HAGUE MAN

These leaders of the CIO-PAC 
claim that “ now is not the time 
to build a Labor Party.”  They 
are “ practical” men. But their 
“ practical”  policies in  the past 
have led to nothing but blows 
against the unions by the poli­
ticians they helped to elect.

And when i t  is recalled that 
Hansen is not even a so-called 
"liberal”  Democrat, but the 
hand-picked Charlie McCarthy 
of Boss Frank Hague—how much 
fa ith can be put in his promises? 
In  what sense do these “ prac­
tical” CIO leaders believe that 
“ Everything for Industry”  Hague 
is going to help labor?

Hansen does not even pretend 
to have a "pro-labor”  record. 
Listen to his own words in a 
recent speech: “ I  worked hard in 
my ward and spent many nights 
at i t . . . I ’ll be honest and admit 
that I  wasn’t  doing i t  for my

health. I  hoped I ’d maybe h it the 
payroll, as they say. Well, I ’ve 
been amply rewarded . . .”

This self-confessed ward-heel­
er’s explanation of why he 
“ works hard”  is the real pay­
off on the CIO-PAC policy. I t  is 
plain that he isn’t  campaigning 
for labor’s “ health” either..
“ BE REALISTIC”

Actually, not a single reason 
for supporting Hansen can be 
adduced by the “ practical” CIO 
leaders. Except one which does 
them discredit:

A t a meeting where endorse­
ment was being hotly debated, 
one of the leading CIO spokes­
men argued as follows: “ I f  you 
say that you. are against Driscoll 
but you will not support Han­
sen, then what do you want the 
workers to do—vote for Alan 
Kohlman of the Socialist Work­
ers Party? Be realistic.”  •

This brand of “ realism” is hard 
to distinguish from political 
cowardice. I t  certainly is based 
on the fear that there w ill be a 
large independent vote this year: 
and a large independent vote 
will be interpreted as a demand 
for the formation of a labor 
party.

After first.refusing to run a 
labor candidate in 1946 and then 
hesitating about supporting any 
candidate, the CIO leaders rush 
into the arms of Hague to cover 
up the fact that their policy 
is the very opposite of realism.

Many workers in this state are 
dissatisfied with the CIO-PAC 
policy and they have shown i t  
negatively by their lack of sup­
port for PAC activities. They can 
show what they want positively 
by voting on election day for the 
candidates of the Socialist Work­
ers Party who are the staunch­
est fighters for an Independent 
Labor Party.

Tweedledee. Election contests 
between Republican and Demo­
cratic candidates are only "sham 
battles,”  she said.

Grace Carlson represented the 
SWP at a special meeting of the 
Minneapolis Branch of the Na­
tional Association for the Ad­
vancement of Colored People 
held at the Phyllis Wheatley 
House last Sunday. According to 
the NAACP Bulletin, she show­
ed, 90 per cent of the Republican 
and Democratic politicians in 
Congress voted against the bills 
in which the Negro people are 
interested.

A recent case of discrimination 
at the'St. Paul Hotel was offer­
ed as proof of the fact that 
Republican and Democratic 
politicians will not put up a rèa! 
fight against Jim Crow in M in­
nesota. She revealed that Re­
publican and Democratic lead­
ers who live at this hotel refused 
to aid the NAACP in its fight.

Warren Creel was the speak­
er at the opening forum of the 
1946-47 series held at the 
Minneapolis SWP headquarters 
on the same day. A good crowd, 
including numerous trade union­
ists and university students who 
were attending their firs t SWP 
forum, applauded Creel’s speech, 
“ Minnesota Workers Need a 
Labor Party.”  The majority re­
mained for the social hour which 
followed the forum. A substan­
tia l quantity of literature was 
said.

A group of 75 students from 
the Agricultural Campus of the 
University of Minnesota, heard 
Grace Carlson discuss the pro­
gram of the Socialist Workers 
Party on last Sunday evening, at 
the St. Anthony Park Methodist 
Church in St. Paul.

Only a few thousand of the 
30,000 copies of the special M in­
nesota election edition of The 
M ilitant remain in the Twin Ci­
ties headqùarters. Plans have 
now been completed for a mass 
distribution of the campaign 
M ilitant to all of the packing 
plants in South St. Paul during 
the coming week. Delegates to 
the State CIO Convention which 
meets l*1 Duluth early in No- 
vembér will also receive the 
campaign . M ilitant, SWP Cam­
paign Manager C. K. Johnson 
announced.

Instructions On 
California Voting

LOS ANGELES, Calif., Oct. 
24 — Urging a strong vote for 
the Socialist Workers Party can­
didates and a “ Yes’* vote on 
FEPC Proposition No. 11, the 
SWP campaign committee is­
sued the following instructions 
for paper ballots:

Write, do not print, the name 
of the SWP candidate in the 
empty box provided for that pur­
pose below the title  for that of­
fice. Then mark an “X ” next to 
this.

To vote for FEPp, stamp a 
cross in thè box marked "Yes” 
next to Proposition No. 11 with 
the rubber stamp provided for 
that purpose.

licans. The leaders o f the 
trade unions and o f the 
Am erican Labor, L ibe ra l and 
Communist (Stalinist) Parties 
either stood by in silence or mut­
tered a few harmless words of 
token protest.
' Wall Street moved a step clos­

er to its dream of H itler "Ja” 
voting in New York State. The 
only candidates on the ballot this 
November w ill be Republicans 
and Democrats. The sole excep­
tions are the Communist (Stal­
inist) candidates for comptroller 
and Attorney-General. The Stal- 
inista bought this privilege by 
withdrawing candidates for Gov­
ernor, Lieutenant-Governor and 
U. S. Senator in favor of the 
D. crats and by deserting the 
fight for a free ballot in New 
Y - k  State.

The unprecedented action of 
the courts in removing all m in­
ority parties running independ­
ent candidates, proved for all 
time that the New York election 
law is one of the most anti-dem­
ocratic in the entire country.;

The judges in the higher courts 
turned a deaf ear to defense at­
torney arguments that the pur­
pose of the election law was to 
give minority parties a fighting 
chance and not to drive them 
off the ballot.-

The defense counsel proved 
that the New York election law 
snatches the right of choice be­
tween parties and candidates 
from the hands of the people, 
and places i t  in the hands of 
seven judges. The election law 
makes the mumbo-jumbo of a 
few crooked judges more power­
fu l than tens of thousands of 
ballots.

The judges refused to infringe 
on the joker in the election law 
which gives an “ aggrieved can­
didate” of a powerful party the 
right to throw the minority party 
into court and then off the bal­
lot. In  effect, the court ruled 
that the very existence of an op­
position was enough to consti­
tute a “ grievance” for the pur­
pose of getting rid of a minority 
party.

All three minority parties were 
ruled off the ballot because the 
court found a few slight techni­
cal flaws in the petition sheets. 
Yet there is no reason to assume 
that the minority parties would 
have gotten on the ballot i f  their 
petitions were letter-perfect.

The final joker in the election 
law, which the Democrats threat­

ened to use as a last resort, i*  
the comparing of signatures col­
lected in  August against regis­
tration lists signed in October. 
In  this way signatures can be 
pronounced invalid by the whole­
sale lot i f  they do not appear on 
registration books two month* 
after they were entered on peti­
tion sheets.

In  the background of the case 
was the sordid deal made by the 
Stalinists with the Democrats. 
The Democrats.were openly ac­
cused of this deal in the court­
room. They made no attempt to 
deny or refute it.

I t  w is clearly established that 
the Democrats were prepared to 
bolster their waning political for­
tunes with Stalinist votes. For- 
capitulating to Wall Street and 
for stabbing the other m inority 
parties in the back, the Stalin­
ists are now permitted to crawl 
on their bellies to the ballot box 
and vote for Mead and Lehman.

Stalinist treachery was fla ­
grantly exhibited by union lead­
ers under their influence. The 
CIO City and State Councils sent 
a lawyer into court in defense of 
all minority parties when the 
Stalinists were threatened by the 
Democrats.

But after the case against the 
Stalinists was dismissed, the CIO 
Council backed out of defense 
of the other three parties on the 
ground that only the “ facts of 
the law” and not democratic 
rights were involved!

Not one of the dozens of Stal­
inist union officials who had pro­
tested when the CP was endan­
gered continued this protest in 
favor of the other three minority 
parties.

The anti-democratic action of 
the courts must serve as the sig­
nal for the beginning of a figh t 
to rewrite the Bilbo-Hitler elec­
tion law in New York State. The 
trade unions can permit this blow 
to pass unnoticed only at their 
own peril.

Capitalist dictatorship begins 
with the denial to workers of the 
right to vote for parties of their 
own choice. I t  continues w ith 
denial of the right to belong to 
unions of the workers’ choosing. 
And i t  concludes with concen­
tration camps.

Victory can be wrested from 
this defeat in the New York 
courts if  this set-back becomes 
the beginning of a big popular 
movement to revise the election 
law.

New Jersey Election Campaign 
Finishes In Barrage Of Activity

NEWARK, N. J., Oct. 28—The Socialist Workers Party’s 
election campaign in this state entered its last lap this week 
faith a barrage of activity. Last Sunday Alan Kohlman, SWP 
candidate for Governor, opened the Party’s radio series 
over WPAT with an attack 
on the Wall Street onslaught
against labor’s living stand­
ards.

On Monday, speaking to the 
American Veterans Committee 
on the same platforA with 
spokesmen of the Republican, 
Democratic, Socialist and Com­
munist Parties, Kohlman deliver­
ed a blistering indictment of the 
Republican and Democratic 
parties, condemned tne Stalin­
ists for supporting the Demo­
crats, and counter-posed the 
SWP program.
TOURS SOUTH JERSEY

In Newark for the balance of 
the week, an enthusiastic group 
of campaign volunteers continu­
ed mass distribution of The 
M ilitant and election literature 
at plant gates in the Greater 
Newark area. Meanwhile, Kohl­
man left for a tour of South 
Jersey.

In  the SWP Campaign Car 
covered with slogans and equip­
ped with a loud-speaking unit 
and thousands of pieces of Elec­
tion literature, the campaign 
workers invaded the Democratic 
stronghold of Mayor Brunner of 
Camden, candidate for U. S. 
Senate. Kohlman spoke in front 
of the Campbell SCup plant on 
Thursday afternoon.

In the evening he shared the 
platform, w ith ' Max Geldman, 
South Jersey- SWP organizer, at 
a meeting in Camden’s Hotel 
Pla,zg.

Friday at noon Kohlman spoke 
before the gate of the RCA- plant 
and by four o’clock, after a dis­

tribution of literature before the 
gates of Roebling Steel in Tren­
ton, another short speech on 
the Party program was made.

Returning to State Campaign 
Headquarters in Newark. Kohl­
man and Larry Carter spoke F ri­
day night on “ The Issues in the 
Elections” and urged all mem­
bers and friends of the Party 
to redouble their efforts in the 
remaining days before election.
BOHANNON ON AIR

Yesterday afternoon, W illiam 
E. Bohannon, candidate for Con­
gress from the 11th District, 
took to Station WPAT to deliver 
a speech on the cause of Jim 
Crow and advocate a strong al­
liance of the unions and the 
Negro people to beat back the 
Wall Street attack. The same 
evening statements on behalf of 
U. S. Senatorial candidate Geor­
ge Breitman and Kohlman were 
read over Station WNEW.

Plans for the remaining eight 
days of the campaign call for: 
the completion of mass distribu­
tions of election literature, fac­
tory gate speeches by Kohlman 
in Paterson. Passaic and Eliza­
beth, four more open air meet­
ings in Newark, a final election 
rally on Friday and a final radio 
speech over WPAT on Sunday.

Break
with the Boss Parties 

Vote for the 
Socialist Workers Party

Today the Negro people are more willing than 
ever before to figh t for their second emancipa­
tion. Just as important, they are in a better

position to ao so.
We know that the road to 

victory in the struggle against 
Jim Crow lies through an al­
liance with the white work­
ers whose main enemy is also 
Big Business. Not so well 
known is this fact: We have 
made tremendous gains to­
ward creating that alliance 
with the white, workers.

m e  Dasic organization oi tne woricers is oi 
course the trade union. Negro workers have 
always been friendly to the trade union move­
ment, but for a long time we were not inside 
it. This was because: 1. The employers would 
not hire us in the important industries. 2. Many 
unions, suffering from the prejudices the bosses 
planted in their minds, would not permit us to 
jo in  them.

The result of this was numerous tragic de­
feats for the labor movement. When workers 
struck for better conditions after the First World 
War, the employers brought many Negroes up 
from the South as strikebreakers and thus were 
able to smash the strikes.

But what a different situation today! As a 
result of the CIO, the great organizing drives of 
the 30’s and the expansion of production during 
the war, great changes took place. Ask any


