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SWP Expansion 
Program Mapped 
By Convention

B y A r t  P re is
NEW  YORK CI TY, Nov. 20—The Socialist Workers Party, 

revolutionary vanguard party of the American working class, 
last night concluded an historic four-day convention held at the 
Capitol Hotel here. Convened to prepare the socialist fighters of 
American labor for the great mass struggles in the period ahead, 
this convention was the largest, most business-like and enthusiast­
ic national gathering of the party during the entire 16-year his­
tory of the Trotskyist movement in America.

Despite w a rtim e  reaction and **
repressions, the f irs t g rea t blows | o rgan iza tiona l de libera tions o f 
o f which were s truck  a t the SW P the convention, envisions a tre - 
th rou gh  the im prisonm ent o f 18 , mendous leap fo rw a rd  in  the dev
o f its  na tiona l leaders, the con­
vention recorded the g row th , ex­
tension o f ac tiv ities , and w iden­
in g  o f the in fluence o f T ro ts k y ­
ism  among the w orkers  du ring  
the past year. The fee ling  o f un ­
bounded op tim ism  which per­
meated the delegates reflected 
no t on ly the revo lu tiona ry  social­
is t  prospects res id ing  in the h igh ­
ly-organ ized, m il ita n t and unde­
feated A m erican labor movement 
bu t the in sp ira tio n  im parted by 
events in Europe where the g re a t­
est p ro le ta rian  revo lu tiona ry  up ­
surge in  h is to ry  is now ta k in g  
place.

PRO G RAM  OF E X P A N S IO N
T e s tify in g  to  the T ro ts k y is t 

p a r ty ’s apprecia tion o f the g rea t 
resp on s ib ility  which rests upon i t  
in  leading the w o rk in g  class 
s trugg le  fo r  socialism , the con­
vention f irs t  discussed and adopt­
ed p o lit ic a l reso lu tions o u tlin in g  
the fundam enta l po litica l per­
spectives and tasks o f the p a rty  
both n a tio n a lly  and in te rn a tio n ­
ally.

To im p lem ent th 's  p o litica l 
fine and program , the convention 
en thus ias tica lly  adopted a re p o rt 
on p a rty  o rgan iza tion  and a p ro ­
g ram  fo r  p a rty  expansion de­
signed to consolidate the T ro ts k y ­
is t  ranks and prepare the p a rty  
to  face the com ing s trugg les as 
a f irm ly  un ited, d iscip lined, B o l­
shevik  combat organ iza tion .

This program  o f expansion, 
wh ich crowned the p o lit ic a l and

elopm ent and in fluence o f the 
T ro ts k y is t movement in the next 
period. I t  is re a lis tic a lly  based 
on the dem onstrated accom plish­
ments o f the p a rty  du ring  the 
past year and the qu ickening 
pace o f the le ftw a rd  po litica l 
trend o f the Am erican and w orld  
w o rk ing  class.

G R E A T  F O R W A R D  STEP
In  every field o f a c tiv ity , th is  

program  embodies boldness and 
confidence in the capacity o f the 
p a rty  and the re c e p tiv ity  o f the 
advanced sectors o f A m erican la ­
bor tow ard  T ro tsky ism . The con­
vention resolved upon g re a t 
fo rw a rd  steps in  a ll spheres —  
press, publications, education and 
o rgan iz ing  s ta ff.  A l l  the re ­
sources and energies o f the p a rty  
w ill be m obilized to b r in g  the 
p rogram  o f T ro tsky ism  to  the 
Am erican masses.

To finance the program  o f ex­
pansion, the convention launched 
the m ost am bitious fu n d -ra is in g  
cam paign in the p a r ty ’s h is to ry . 
The convention delegates pledged 
themselves and the p a rty  branch­
es which they represent to raise 
an $18,000 P a rty  Expansion 
Fund, $1,000 fo r  each one o f the 
18 T ro tsky is ts  ra ilroaded to  p r is ­
on by the Roosevelt ad m in is tra ­
tion . The fu lf il lm e n t o f the fund  
quotas has been set fo r  three 
m onths a fte r  the convention.

The w o rk ing  class p o litica l

(Continued on page 4)

Convention G reetings To O ur 
12 Im p risoned  Comrades

This Eleventh Convention, the biggest in the history 
of our movement, is the greatest tribute to our leaders in­
carcerated in the jails of American "democratic”  imperial­
ism. It testifies to the training of our cadres and to their 
ability to withstand repression and overcome obstacles. 
In one party campaign after another our members have 
worked tirelessly and with outstanding success to strength­
en the party. They have come to this convention w ith the 
same spirit of devotion, determined to answer the persecu­
tions of the capitalist class and its agents by consolidating 
their ranks and preparing for the next forward steps of 
our movement.

Our thoughts and hearts are with you, the pioneer 
American Trotskyists, who are suffering the cruelty of hav­
ing been torn from your rightfu l places and deprived of 
participating in our deliberations. But your example of for­
titude and Bolshevik loyalty inspires our work.

We pledge ourselves to carry out the tasks of this na­
tional convention with Bolshevik dignity, responsibility 
and perseverance, so that our twelve imprisoned comrades 
and the six recently released w ill return to a more powerful 
party. We are confident that the great opportunities open­
ing up for our movement in the period ahead w ill be utilized 
to the fu ll for the expansion and strengthening of the T ro t­
skyist revolutionary party of the American working class.

Attempt To Disarm Belgian Workers 
Meets Powerful Mass Resistance

I ta l ia n  Masses Celebrate 1917 Russian R evo lu tion People Pour Into Streets; 
Defy Ban On Demonstrations
Stalinists and Social-Democrats Exposed As 
Sole Internal Props of Capitalist Regime

B y W illia m  F. W arde

D e fia n tly  answ ering  the  A llie d -s n p p o rte d  a tte m p t 
o f  the  c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry  P ie r lo t  gove rn m e n t to  
d isa rm  the  re v o lu tio n a ry  f ig h te rs  o f  the  Resistance 
Forces in  B e lg iu m , 1 5 ,0 0 0  m en and w om en w o rke rs  
m arched  th ro u g h  the  streets o f  Brussels on  Sunday’, 
N ov. 19 in  a m il i ta n t  and tu m u ltu o u s  d e m o n s tra tio n  
dem and ing  the re s ig na tio n  o f  P ie r lo t ’ s gove rn m e n t.

The  u n m is ta ka b ly  re v o lu t io n a ry  m ood  o f  the  
dem onstra to rs  was evidenced in  th e ir  s in g ing  o f  the  
hattle -song o f  S oc ia lism , “ T he  In te rn a tio n a le ,”  by  
the red  flags  p re d o m in a n t am ong th e ir  banners, and 
by the H a m m e r and S ick le  em b lem  o f  the  B o ls h e v ik  
R e v o lu tio n  on  th e ir  a rm bands.

T he  m ile - lo n g  co lu m n ® -

In  the greatest mass dem onstra tion ever seen in  I ta ly  e igh ty  thousand w orkers gathered in  Rome on Sunday, November 12 to 
celebrate the Tw enty-Seventh A nn ive rsa ry  o f the Russian R evo lu tion , October, 1917. They carried  placards bearing pictures o f Lenin, 
the clenched f is t  o f Bolshevism, and revo lu tiona ry  slogans. The numerous pictures o f S ta lin  bears w itness to  the illus ions s t i l l  held 
by the Ita lia n  masses concerning the S ta lin is t p a rty . A ccord ing to  the N . Y. Tim es, “ columns o f 1,000 to 2,000 people marched through 
the streets from  a ll quarters  o f Rome, s ing ing  ‘the In te rn a tion a le ’ and ‘Bandiera Rossa.’ ”

Roosevelts Henchmen Prepare 
To K n ife  Union W age Demands

B y C. Thom as
The seed of illusion planted by' the labor bureaucrats, that 

the reelection of Roosevelt would protect the workers’ standard of 
living, is already beginning to bear bitter fru it. The election re­
turns were hardly in before Roosevelt's henchmen swung into 
action to hold the wage-freezing line against labor.

W ith the precision of a well-planned campaign, labor’s 
"friend” in the White House set in motion a series of maneuvers, 
designed to prepare the ground for a slashing offensive against 
the demand of the unions for the abolition of the L ittle  Steel 
formula. As was to be expected, the employer-dominated War 
Labor Board became the spearhead of this campaign.

The W LB  waited u n t il a fte r the ® 
elections to release a doctored re-

0-

po rt draw n up by Roosevelt’s 
“ cost-o f-liv ing”  committee, w h ich 
lays the basis fo r a re jection  of 
labor’s demand to b ring  wages 
in  line  w ith  the r is in g  cost of 
liv in g .

P A R K  A V E N U E  L A W Y E R  
The repo rt was released by W il­

liam  Davis, the  pious fraud  who 
poses as the “ im p a rt ia l”  cha ir­
m an of the W LB, bu t who is in 
re a lity  a P a rk  Avenue lawyer 
p ro tecting  the in terests of his 
W all S treet clients. T h is  thim ble- 
rigged “ cost-o f-liv ing”  committee 
was established by Roosevelt over 
a year ago in  response to 
labo r’s charge th a t the Bureau of

Labor Leaders Endorse 
CRDC Christmas Appeal

Eight nationally-prominent trade union and civil liberties 
leaders have addressed a jo int appeal to all labor and progressive 
organizations on behalf of the C iv il Rights Defense Committee’s 
campaign for a §5,000 Christmas Fund.

The fund is urgently needed to provide relief and a little  
Christmas cheer for the 12 Minneapolis Labor Case victims still 
in prison and their wives and children. The CRDC is also con­
tinuing the fight for unconditional pardon of all 18 convicted 
S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty  and®-
M inneapo lis CIO tru e k d riv e rs ’ 
leaders, s ix  o f whom  were re ­
leased la s t month, and fo r  repeal 
o f the an ti- la bo r S m ith  “ Gag”  
A c t.

The signers o f the CRDC C h ris t­
mas Fund appeal are John Green, 
pres ident o f the CIO In d u s tr ia l 
U n ion  o f M arine  and S h ipbu ild ­
in g  W orke rs ; George Baldanzi, 
executive v ice-pres ident o f the 
CIO  T ex tile  W orkers U n ion ; 
Ju lius  Hochman, general mana­
ger o f the  N. Y . Jo in t Board, 
Dress and W ais tm akers  U nion, 
A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G ar­
m en t W orke rs  U n ion ; W ill ia rd  S.

Townsend, president o f the CIO 
U n ited  T ransp o rt Service E m plo­
yes; James T. F a rre ll, CRDC na­
tion a l cha irm an and noted novel­
is t; P rofessor John Dewey, A m e­
r ic a ’s lead ing philosopher and 
educator; Roger B a ldw in , na tion ­
al d irec to r o f the A m erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  U n ion ; and W arren K . 
B illin g s , who, w ith  Tom  Mooney, 
was one o f A m erica ’s outstanding 
v ic tim s  o f an an ti-la bo r fram e- 
up.

The appeal declares th a t the 
18 were im prisoned “ sole ly be­
cause o f th e ir  labo r ac tiv itie s  and 
p o lit ic a l op in ions”  and th a t “ the

M inneapolis Labor Case is the 
m ost im p o rta n t c iv il libe rtie s  is- 

'sue in refcent- years. A lready  more 
than 350 unions and o ther p ro ­
gressive organ izations, repre­
senting m ore than 3,500,000 
members have supported the 
w ork o f the C iv il R igh ts  Defense 
Com m ittee.”

“ O ur cam paign to  free  the 
prisoners and repeal the Sm ith 
‘Gag’ A c t,”  the appeal continues, 
“ is a cam paign to defend the 
hard-won r ig h ts  o f the en tire  
Am erican people. E ver since the 
eighteen w ent to prison the CRDC 
has provided re lie f fo r  th e ir  
wives and children. W ith o u t th is  
aid, the fa m ilie s  o f these perse­
cuted labor leaders would s u ffe r 
g rea t p riva tio ns  and hardsh ips.”

A l l  defenders o f c iv il libe rties  
are urged to  send con tribu tions 
to James T. F a rre ll, Chairm an 
C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee, 
160 F if th  Ave., New Y o rk  10, N .Y .

Labor S ta tis tics ’ figures on w h ich 
the wage freeze is based, were 
inaccurate and false.

The cost of l iv in g  committee 
of the Wav Labor Board was ap­
pointed by Roosevelt in  Novem­
ber, 1943 and ordered to b ring  
back a repo rt w ith in  s ix ty  days. 
In  January, 1944, a fte r the com­
m ittee  fa iled  to subm it a report 
w ith in  the specified tim e, the la ­
bor representatives on the W LB  
compiled volum inous sta tis tics  
under the name of the Thomas- 
Meany report, p rov irig  th a t the 
cost of l iv in g  had risen 43.5% 
since January 1941.

To counter the Thomas-Meany 
report, cha irm an Davis of the 
W LB  appointed a com m ittee of 
college professors headed by Prof. 
M itche ll of Columbia U n ivers ity , 
to “ examine and report on the 
accuracy of the Bureau of Labor 
S tatis tics index.”  The M itche ll re­
port, of course, upheld the BLS 
index but added a few percent, 
fo r “ h idden”  cost-of-liv ing in ­
creases.

A L E G A L  M A Z E
The most recent “ cost-o f-liv ing” 

report by Davis is based on the 
M itche ll report, w h ich  in  tu rn  
upheld the BLS index, upon 
which the wage freeze was based. 
T h is  P ark Avenue shyster is a 
clever hand a t constructing  a le­
gal maze in  which even a P h ila ­
delphia law yer would become 
lost! W atch ing  Davis perform  is 
lik e  w atch ing the man on the 
f ly in g  trapeze. He executes the 
most s ta rtlin g  legal gym nastics 
w ith  the greatest of ease. H is 
tw is ts  and tu rns  are intended to 
bew itch the w orkers in to  believ­
in g  tha t th e ir  need fo r a wage 
increase is an illus ion . T ha t the 
cost of l iv in g  hasn’t  been going 
up — i t ’s been com ing down. T ha t 
the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la  has 
been a boon to the workers, the 
wage freeze a blessing, and a lo w ­
er standard of l iv in g  the greatest 
joy !

In  analyzing the Davis report,

an ed ito ria l in  the New York  
Times  makes the fo llow ing  sum ­
m ary; “ I t  m ust be emphasized, 
fina lly , th a t there is no th in g  new 
in  the Davis report. I t  merely 
accepts the M itche ll report, which 
was made pub lic  last June. The 
la tte r  was available to Congress 
and the President a t th a t tim e, 
when they renewed the Price 
Contro l A ct and reaffirm ed the 
L it t le  Steel fo rm ula . Consequent­
ly, there is  no th ing in  the present 
Davis repo rt which calls fo r a 
change in  th a t fo rm u la .”  I t  is

(Continued on page 2)

Paris Censorship
DeGaulle, lik e  C hurch ill and 

Roosevelt, is  tra m p lin g  upon 
th a t m uch-touted o f the Four 
Freedoms— Freedom o f Speech, 
which includes Freedom o f the 
Press.

On Nov. 10, the newspaper 
“ Franc - T ire u r”  appeared in  
P aris m inus its  customary- 
ed ito ria l, which had been 
deleted by DeGaulle’s censors. 
The paper is the organ o f the 
parties composing the Resi­
stance Movement. DeGaulle is 
also t ry in g  to s t if le  the press 
o f the le f t  by s ta rv in g  i t  o f 
new sprin t, the S ta lin is t organ, 
“ 1’H um an ite ,”  reports.

DeGaulle’s regim e is “ demo­
c ra tic ” — oh, yes! B u t the “ op­
position”  press is b e i n g  
prevented from  m aking its  
voice heard.

o f  dem onstra to rs  paraded 
th ro u g h  the  h e a rt o f  the  
B e lg ian  ca p ita l, sh ou tin g  
“ D ow n  w i t h  P ie r lo t ! ”

A bout h a lf  the m archers were 
women. A lso among the demon­
s tra to rs  were a considerable num ­
ber o f men in  B elg ian a rm y  u n i­
fo rm . Despite a governm ent ban, 
they carried  revo lvers, and here 
and there  even r if le s  h a lf-h id ­
den beneath tun ics, blouses and 
coats. They were ready to  use 
th e ir  arm s i f  provoked.

P O LIC E  P A T R O L STREETS
However, no clashes developed 

between the armed masses and 
the au tho rities , a lthough steel- 
helmeted police w ith  r if le s  slung 
over th e ir  shoulders pa tro lled  the 
streets and A llie d  troops and 
arm ored cars were held in  read i­
ness in  streets o f f  the line  o f 
m arch, toge ther w ith  equipm ent 
fo r  bu ild ing  barricades.

The Resistance figh te rs  were 
p ro te s ting  no t on ly  P ie r lo t ’s 
e f fo r t  to d isarm  and demobilize 
them, b u t also the en tire  reac­
t io n a ry  po licy  o f his regim e. 
They descended upon the cap ita l 
fro m  m any pa rts  o f Be lg ium  to 
express th e ir  in d ig na tion  over the 
acute shortage o f food, the  lack 
o f jobs, the add itiona l p riva tio ns  
induced by the d e fla tio n a ry  fin -

Nazis Shoot, Hang 
Peace Marchers

G erm an women staged “ tu ­
m ultuous peace dem onstra­
tions”  in  M annheim  du rin g  the 
week-end o f Nov. 11-12 and 
were suppressed “ b lood ily ”  
by Gestapo agents and N azi 
E lite  Guards, according to a 
United Press dispatch fro m  
Zurich which quoted eye -w it­
ness reports  by trave le rs  a r­
r iv in g  fro m  Germ any. E a r lie r  
Swiss reports  said th a t 21 per­
sons had been hanged in  Col­
ogne, no t fa r  fro m  the A llie d - 
German b a ttle  - lines, fo r  p a r­
tic ip a tin g  in dem onstrations 
against the continuance o f the 
war.

ancia l po licy  o f the governm ent, 
and by P ie r lo t ’s fa ilu re  to a rre s t 
and t r y  the p o lit ic a l and busi­
ness b ig  shots who had worked 
w ith  the Nazis.

Instead o f im p rison in g  these 
c a p ita lis t co llabora tors o f the 
Nazis, P ie r lo t and the A llie d  
leaders placed them  in  h igh  gov­
ernm ent posts where they now 
run  the na tion  and proceed 
aga inst the Resistance forces who 
fo u g h t in  the underground

(C ontinued on page 5)

The Uprising In Warsaw
B y P a u l Stevens

A t  the beg inn ing o f October the g re a t W arsaw  insurrection  was 
crushed. A f te r  the  insurgents had suffe red 250,000 casualties, then- 
leaders surrendered to  the N azi command. Thus one o f the most 
heroic mass actions in  h is to ry  was b ro ug h t to  a tra g ic  close. The 
dead are buried and the surv ivo rs  are undoubtedly be ing subjected 
to  the bestia l to rtu re s  o f the  H it le r ite  conqueror. B u t the action in 
which they fo u g h t and fe l l  is m ore than an epic o f heroism. I t  is an 
event o f g re a t h is to r ic  significance which m ust be understood, so 
th a t the lessons can be learned and trans fo rm ed  in to  weapons by 
w h ich the w orkers o f W arsaw  can be avenged in  the com ing 
European revo lu tion .

No adequate p ic tu re  o f the events lead ing up to  the insurrec­
tion , o r o f the insurrection  its e lf,  is as ye t ava ilab le  and probably 
w i l l  not be u n t il free  access to  the surv ivo rs  can be had. Even then 
the p ic tu re  w i l l  no t be complete u n til the archives o f the various 
governm ents involved are opened to  pub lic  view. B u t w h a t we could 
on ly surm ise in  the f irs t  flu s h  o f the s trugg le  its e lf— nam ely, th a t 
an up ris in g  in vo lv in g  the mass o f the w ork ing-c lass popu lation o f 
W arsaw was being betrayed by the coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy in  the K re m lin — has since found considerable substan­
t ia tio n  in  published fac ts i

B ackg round  O f T he  In s u rre c tio n
Before we proceed w ith  an exam ination o f the fac ts  th a t have 

been established, i t  is necessary to reca ll the atmosphere in  Moscow 
and in  London a t the tim e  o f the insurrection . The S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy in  Moscow had set up a “ Polish N a tion a l Council”  under its  
own auspices in opposition to  the Polish “ G overnm en t-in -E x ile ”  
res id ing  in London and en joy ing the recogn ition  o f G reat B r ita in  
and the U n ited  States. The Moscow “ Council”  and the  London “ Gov­
ernm ent”  espoused s im ila r social p rogram s: preserva tion  o f cap ita l­
ism in  Poland and prom ises o f re fo rm s. T h e ir d ifferences concerned 
fo re ign  p o licy : w hether Poland was to  be in  the B r it is h  o r the 
Russian “ sphere o f in fluence.”  The d ifferences emerged concretely 
on the question o f the fu tu re  borders o f Poland.

The Red A rm y ’s guns were a lready w ith in  earshot o f W arsaw. 
W hen the insurrection  broke out, bo th pa rties  to the dispute reacted 
a t once: The Moscow “ Council”  nega tive ly , c la im in g  i t  was un tim e ly  
and the re fo re  to  be opposed; the W arsaw  “ governm ent”  po s itive ly ,

c la im ing  i t  was lead ing the insu rrec tion  and had prepai-ed fo r  i t  by 
agreement, etc. L e t us exam ine these cla im s on the basis o f 
established fa c t.

The f irs t  reaction o f the Moscow “ Council”  and o f a ll the 
S ta lin is t apologists the  w o rld  over was th a t the re  was no insurrec­
tio n  a t a ll;  th a t the whole th in g  was ju s t a “ canard”  broadcast by 
the Polish reactionaries in  London. T ha t continued to  be the S ta lin is t 
line  u n t il i t  became m an ifes t fro m  m il i ta ry  communiques th a t the re  
was a fu ll-sca le  b a ttle  go ing on fo r  con tro l o f W arsaw . M eanw hile 
the Red A rm y ’s advance tow ards W arsaw  was halted.

W hen they could no longer pretend to igno re  w h a t was happen­
ing, the K re m lin  gang took the line  th a t the insu rrec tion  was 
prem ature , th a t i t  was organized w ith o u t the Red A rm y  be ing in ­
fo rm ed and w ith o u t any a tte m p t to  co rre la te  m il i ta r y  operations. 
C harg ing th a t the London “ governm ent”  was us ing i t  as a “ p o lit ic a l 
m aneuver,”  the K re m lin  branded the in su rrec tio n  as a “ c rim e”  and 
refused to  g ive  any aid whatsoever to  the hard-pressed insurgents. 
O nly in  the la s t week o r tw o  o f the s trugg le , when the b loo d -le ttin g  
had been heavy enough to  preclude any p o s s ib ility  o f v ic to ry  fo r  
the insurgents, were feeble a ttem pts  made fro m  Moscow to  supply 
them. The line  o f the S ta lin is ts  has rem ained the same, however, 
to th is  day; the insu rrec tion  was a “ crim e ,”  i t  was prem ature , i t  
was- undertaken w ith o u t p r io r  agreem ent and even aga inst the 
wishes o f the Red A rm y  h igh  command.

To date, the S ta lin is ts  and th e ir  apolog ists have o ffe red  no 
substan tia tion  in  fa c t fo r  th e ir  line. B u t the re  is a lready am ple 
p ro o f a t hand to con trad ic t it .

1. Between June 2 and J u ly  31 (the  day before the u p ris in g ) 
there  were constant appeals over the Moscow Radio fo r  the Polish 
masses to  take up arm s aga inst the Nazis.

2. D u rin g  th is  tim e, the S ta lin is t Radio charged th a t the masses 
were ready to  rise , bu t th a t the m il ita ry  leaders o f the  London 
governm ent were re s tra in in g  them . Thus, on June 5 Moscow broad­
cast the fo llo w in g : “ i t  is ge ne ra lly  believed th a t i t  is tim e  to  act. 
There is g re a t d iscontent w ith  the orders o f Sosnokowski and B o r.”

3. W e have no reason to doubt the assertion th a t the masses 
were in  an in su rrec tio na ry  mood as a re su lt o f the Red A rm y  v ic ­
tories, and th a t the re  was d iscontent w ith  the po licy  o f re s tra in t

(Continued on page 4)



T RADE UNIO N  
NOTES 

B y Joseph K e lle r

Hats Off to Union Musicians!
Our hats arc o f f  to  the A m er­

ican Federation o f M usicians who 
have scored a resounding v ic to ry  
fo r  organized labo r a fte r  a b itte r  
tw o-year ba ttle  in  the fam ous 
“ canned - m usic”  case against 
some o f the m ig h tie s t m onopoly 
corpora tions and the c a p ita lis t 
governm ent m ach inery fro m  Roo­
sevelt on down.

When the pow erfu l Radio Cor­
pora tion  o f A m erica and the
Colum bia Broadcasting System 
tw o  weeks ago pub lic ly  acknow­
ledged defeat and announced 
th e ir  w illingness to  s ign a three- 
year union con tract, i t  was a t r i ­
bute to the tenac ity  o f the union 
m usicians o f A m erica  and th e ir  
lo y a lty  to  the princ ip les o f
un ionism .

In  a b it in g  sta tem ent fo llo w ­
in g  the announcement o f “ uncon­
d itio n a l surrender”  by the cor­
porations, A . F. o f M . President 
James C. P e tr illo  gave ven t to 
the  ju s tified  anger o f every de­
cent elem ent in  the labo r move­
m ent aga inst the scarcely pa r­
alle led cam paign o f c a p ita lis t 
press slander and m is in fo rm a tio n  
aga inst the m usicians who re ­
fused to  make recordings u n t il 
the  RC A and CBS m oguls pu t 
th e ir  names to a union contract. 
P e tr illo  characterized th is  press 
cam paign as “ a v ile , indecent and 
m alicious cam paign o f .libel, s lan­
der and v illif ic a tio n .”  ■

T h a t’s p u ttin g  i t  m ild ly . Pe­
t r i l lo  h im se lf has been called 
e ve ry th in g  fro m  a “ t r a ito r ”  to 
an “ agent o f H it le r ”  in  the pub­
lic  p r in ts — a ll because the m usi­
cians have insisted th a t the tw o 
b iggest monopolies in  the  record­
in g  in d u s try  do w h a t 112 other 
concerns had a lready done— sign 
a con tract whose term s had been 
accepted by the W a r Labo r Board 
its e lf.

F o r over tw o years, the tw o 
m onopoly firm s had spread the 
lie , w ith  the eager assistance o f 
the  bought press and Roosevelt 
h im se lf, th a t the union was “ im ­
peding the w a r e f fo r t ”  a lleged ly 
because the companies refused, to 
accept a con trac t p ro v id ing  fo r  
the paym ent o f a fund  to  the 
union fo r  the establishm ent o f 
m usical p ro jects to  prov ide w ork  
fo r  unemployed musicians. T h a t’s 
p la in  nonsense— as every union 
man w ill understand when he 
learns w ha t some o f the m a jo r 
con tract clauses called fo r.

The rea l reason why the big  
corpora tions held out— and why 
the whole ca p ita lis t class and a ll 
its  press and governm enta l 
mouthpieces s lung th e ir  barrage 
o f slanderous muck a t the musi- 
sians— is embodied in  tw o p rin c ­
ip a l clauses o f the A . F. o f M. 
contract. One clause gives the 
union the r ig h t  to  examine the

T r ia l Pam phlet Sales Campaign Near Goal
B y The C am paign  M anager

ously had recorded exclusive ly 
fo r  RCA and CBS threatened to 
sign contracts w ith  o ther com­
panies a t the exp ira tion  o f p re ­
sent agreements, the corpora­
tions qu ick ly  came to heel.

The d ir t ie s t and m ost scand­
alous blow  delivered on beha lf o f 
the m onopoly corpora tions du r­
ing the long s trugg le  was dealt 
by th a t “ fr ie n d  o f la bo r”  P res i­
dent Roosevelt. Even a fte r  the 
W L B  had approved the te rm s o f 
the demanded con tract, even 
a fte r- his own appointee Economic 
S tab iliza tion  D irec to r V inçon had 
fo rm a lly  acknowledged th a t the 
re fusa l o f the m usicians to  make 
recordings could in  no sense be 
construed as “ im ped ing the w a r 
e f fo r t ” , Roosevelt in tervened in 
an unprecedented action fo r  the 
anti-un ion monopolies.

He abused his personal au tho r­
i t y  and prestige as the President 
o f the U n ited  States and Com- 
m ander-in-C hie f o f its  armed 
forces in  a la s t-m inu te  a ttem p t 
to  pressure and in tim id a te  the 
m usicians in to  ca p itu la tin g  to 
the corporations. He “ requested”  
the union to  y ie ld  on the  grounds 
th a t i t  was “ encouraging”  other 
unions to  s tr ik e  in w artim e , even 
i f  the m usicians themselves were 
w ith in  th e ir  legal r ig h ts . He 
brazenly procla im ed th a t he had 
no t found a law  ye t which he 
could use aga inst them —  B U T  
H E  W A S  G OING  TO G E T B U ­
SY A N D  F IN D  O NE. A  fram e- 
up a r t is t— rem em ber the M inne­
apolis Labor Case!— was reveal­
in g  his in ten tion  in  advance o f 
pe rpe tra ting  another fram e-up.

B u t th is  “ stab in  the back’ 
fa iled . The M usic ians’ U n ion  in ­
d ig n a n tly  rejected and denounced 
th is  e f fo r t  a t in tim id a tio n . A  fe w  
weeks la te r, the ho ld-out compa­
nies yielded.

F o r th e ir  courageous and loya l 
union fig h t, the A. F. o f M. is 
owed a debt o f g ra titu d e  by the 
en tire  labo r movement. M il ita n t  
w orkers everywhere w i l l  be in ­
spired by th is  example o f a union 
which stuck to its  guns, stood 
s o lid ily  together, refused to be 
in tim ida ted , con fronted every en­
emy —  and won.

N o t much p u b lic ity  has been 
given the s ig n ifica n t action o f the 
CIO In te rn a tio n a l W oodworkers 
o f A m erica  a t its  recent conven­
tion  held in  Vancouver, B r it is h  
Columbia, when the IW A  dele­
gates elected to attend the N a­
tio n a l CIO Convention were in ­
structed to  oppose the uncondi­
tion a l no -s trike  pledge.

The IW A -C IO  convention was 
marked, like  the CIO Autom obile  
W orkers convention, by a b itte r

W ith  f ina l reports  fro m  m any branches no t ye t in  our hands, 
the scoreboard shows 98 percent o f the 30,000 goal a lready filled. 
Thus the cam paign nears its  end w ith  the assurance th a t once more, 
as in  a ll recent cam paigns, the branches o f the  Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  have gone over the top in  fu lf i l l in g  th e ir  pledges. As' an in ­
d ication o f w h a t the d is tr ib u tio n  o f these 10,000 pam phlets w i l l  
mean in  the fu r th e r  g ro w th  o f the p a r ty ’s influence, we would like  to 
quote in fu l l  a le tte r  fro m  P hiladelph ia  received in  th is  week’s m a il:

From Our Mailbag
“ D u ring  the Norm an Thomas Socia list r a l ly  here a t the Academy 

o f Music on Novem ber 3, 1944, I  was ve ry  g lad to see The M il ita n t  
on sale outside the m eeting, and copies o f “ The Case fo r  Socia lism ”  
o f w h ich I  also bought the set fo r  25 cents.

“ I  am now reading these pam phlets over fo r  the second tim e, 
and sure find them factua l. I t  is ju s t a m a tte r o f tim e  when Socialism 
w ill revo lu tion ize  modern society, and establish a be tte r fo rm  of 
non-corrupt governm ent.

“ I  am enclosing 10c. in  stamps fo r  w h ich please rush me a 
copy o f the new booklet called ‘The Russian R evo lu tion ’ by James 
P. Cannon. I  w i l l  also appreciate a copy o f P ioneer’s new catalogue 
on books on Socialism  and the labo r m ovem ent b y  Leon T ro tsky . 
Can you place me on the m a ilin g  lis t  fro m  tim e  to  tim e  covering 
new books, e tc .? ”

Jus t as the  fr ie n d  fro m  P hilade lph ia  found th a t read ing and 
reread ing the M inneapolis Labor Case pam phlets gave h im  a c learer 
understand ing o f M a rx is t p rinc ip les, so w i l l  o ther thousands o f 
w orkers who now have the sets in  th e ir  homes. These pam phlets 
give an answer to the problem s fac in g  the w orkers today. O ur la test 
repo rt fro m  San Francisco po in ts out the  exten t to  w h ich  doubts 
and fears o f the fu tu re  under cap ita lism , are pervad ing the workers 
on the  W est Coast.

“ We sold 16 more pam phlets th is  week, covering an Oakland 
d is tr ic t consisting m a in ly  o f sh ipyard  w orkers fro m  the South. W ith  
few  exceptions, a ll expressed doubt and fe a r as to th e ir  rem a in ing  
in the Oakland area fo r  even the next s ix  m onths. A ll o f them  can 
see the  la y -o ffs  com ing and fee l th a t as the cutbacks occur, they 
w ill be the f irs t  to  get the axe. M any have no place to go back to, 
w h ile others have a l i t t le  piece o f land or perhaps ju s t a hu t in one 
o f the Southern states. A l l  v iew  the com ing period w ith  g reat fea r.”

T h is  increasing restlessness o f the w orkers makes i t  doubly im ­
po rta n t th a t we continue to  reach them  w ith  the M a rx is t lite ra tu re  
which expla ins to them  in sim ple language, w hy the c a p ita lis t system 
cannot o ffe r  them  any security , and how they can w o rk  fo r  a Socia list 
system th a t w i l l  supply th e ir  needs. The close o f th is  cam paign, 
therefore, m arks a splendid beg inn ing to the w o rk  we m ust continue 
to do in  popu la riz ing  the M inneapolis Case pam phlets which are 
such an e ffec tive  in tro du c tion  to the ideas o f Socialism .

Complete sets o f “ Socialism  on T r ia l, ”  by James P. Cannon, “ In  
Defense o f Socialism ,”  by A lb e rt Goldman, “ Who A re  the 18 P rison­
ers in  the M inneapolis Labor Case?”  and “ W hy  W e A re  in  P rison,”  
are s t i l l  ava ilab le  to readers o f The M ilita n t,  who w i l l  continue to 
be v is ited  by our agents. Or, you m ay w r ite  d ire c tly  to  us fo r  your 
set, as other readers have already done. W r ite  to  P ioneer Publishers, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N. Y. 3, N . Y., enclosing 25 cents in  stamps or 
coin. In d iv id u a l copies o f the pam phlets can be obtained a t 10 cents 
each.

We would like , in  th is  fina l repo rt, to  g ive special m ention to 
branches which did  ou ts tand ing  w o rk  in  the L ite ra tu re  Campaign, 
go ing fa r  over th e ir  quotas by consistent w o rk  th rough  the en tire  
tw o months. F lin t,  w ith  320 percent; Toledo w ith  305 percent, a 
la rge percentage sold d ire c tly  in  the shops; M ilw aukee w ith  200 
percent, m any o f them  sold a t Socia lis t P a rty  m eetings in th is  one­
tim e  Socia lis t P a rty  s trongho ld ; Reading w ith  169 percent, here 
again p u ttin g  a l iv in g  p rogram  o f M arx ism  in to  the hands o f mem ­
bers o f the m oribund SP. B u ffa lo , P hiladelph ia , San Francisco, 
S a in t Paul, Youngstown, Cleveland and Los Angeles have also a ll 
gone over 100 pe'rcent.

SCOREBOARD
financia l records o f the corpora- con flic t over the no -s trike  po licy, 
tions and compels the companies D u ring  the past 10 months the 
to  supply a ll in fo rm a tio n  a ffe c t- indus try  on the west coast has 
in g  the c a rry in g  out o f the con- been h it  by several wide-spread 
t ra c t  w h ich  the union “ m ay re- s trikes . I t  was evident th a t delc- 
asonably requ ire .”  The o ther is gates and leaders were acting 
a clause p ro te c ting  the un ion ’s under the m ilita n t pressure of 
r ig h t  to  s tr ike . the rank-and-file .

The em ployers and the Roose- In  order to  avoid a showdown 
v e lt ad m in is tra tion  were prepar- f ig h t a t the convention, the dele- 
ed to “ f ig h t i t  ou t on th a t lin e ”  gates were persuaded to post- 
by any means and a t any cost pone a decision on the  tw o resolu- 
ra th e r than p e rm it the precedent tions subm itted to them  by the 
to  be established th a t union la - reso lu tions com m ittee, which re- 
bor has the r ig h t  to exam ine the tra ined , however, fro m  m aking  a 
books and records and uncover recommendation. One, backed 
the business secrets and hidden la rg e ly  by the S ta lin is ts , was fo r  
p ro fits  o f the corporations. A nd uncond itiona l re a ffirm a tio n  o f 
they were doubly in fu r ia te d  by the no -s trike  pledge; the other 
the  fa c t th a t the A . F. o f M . contained an amendment where- 
stuck to its  guns and re fused  to by  the union reserved the r ig h t  
y ie ld  the r ig h t  to s tr ik e  in  w ar- to s tr ik e  “ i f  the li fe  o f the union 
tim e  o r any o ther tim e. is endangered.”

B u t w hether th e ir  w orkers are P resident Low ry, who presided 
m usicians o r steel puddlers, the  a t the convention, ru led th a t the 
bosses are helpless and useless. I t  de ferm ent o f action le f t  the 
is the w orkers  and producers who previous no -s trike  policy s t i l l  in 
create eve ry th ing , and the music- e ffec t. He declared, however, tha t 
ians have once m ore proved th is  “ labor surrenders to no one on 
to  the h i lt .  W hen the various the N o-S trike  Pledge when the 
p rom inen t musicians who p rev i- l i fe  o f th is  union is a t stake.”
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The New 'Friends' 
Of The Soviet- Union

The Soviet U n ion under the 
regim e o f S ta lin  has acquired 
some s trange “ friends.”  In  
M adison Square Garden on 
Nov. 16 the N a tiona l Council 
of Am erican-S ovie t F riendsh ip 
put on a s ty lish  celebration to 
commemorate the 27th ann i­
versary of the Bolshevik Rev­
olu tion.

The s ta r speakers’ l is t  in ­
cluded such s te r lin g  p ro le ta r­
ian revo lu tion is ts  as Hon. R. 
S te ttin ius , Jr., Under-Secre­
ta ry  o f State and U. S. Steel 
m agnate; the E a rl o f H a lifa x , 
B r it is h  Ambassador to  W ash­
in g ton ; Hon. Joseph E. Davies, 
corporation law yer and big  
business lo bb y is t; H enry J. 
Kaiser, sh ipyard and steel 
m agnate; Corliss Lam ont, son 
of J. P. M organ ’s pa rtn e r; 
Bishop G. B. Oxnam.

- t&

The four pamphlets above, packed in an attractive container, are being offered to new readers 
of THE M ILITANT for only 25 cents, by Pioneer Publishers. The regular price is 40 cents.

Roosevelt’s Henchmen Prepare 
To Knife Union Wage Demands

(Continued from page 1)

no wonder th a t the in d u s try  
members of the W LB  hailed the 
Davis report as a con firm ation  of 
th e ir  contention th a t the wage­
freezing line  m ust be held 
against' the workers.

A D M IT  COSTS ROSE

Im m edia te ly  fo llow ing  the pub­
lica tion  of the Davis report, Fred 
M. Vinson, Roosevelt’s economic 
“ s tab ilize r,”  rushed in to  p r in t 
w ith  a statem ent endorsing the 
report. A fte r  announcing how 
gra tified  he was a t " th is  con firm ­
ation of the general be lie f tha t a 
good job has been done in stab­
il iz in g  w a rtim e  prices and liv in g  
costs,”  he added: “ I am fra n k ly
disturbed to note, 'th a t  a fte r a 
year of complete s ta b ility , the 
cost of liv in g  has risen s lig h tly  
but perceptib ly d u rin g  the past 
s ix  months. T h is  m ust stop. The 
Price A d m in is tra to r and I  w il l 
use special vig ilance to th is  end.”

T h is  is tru ly  am azing! Have 
the “ Economic S tab ilize r”  and 
the “ Price A d m in is tra to r”  been 
asleep w hile  the cost of liv in g  
has been r is in g  “ s lig h tly  bu t per­
ceptib ly d u rin g  the past six 
m onths?”  B u t they prom ise to 
stay awake in  the fu tu re  and w ill 
even use "specia l v ig ilance  to 
th is  end.”

The w orkers can now rest easy 
and forget about the troub le  they 
have been having in  t ry in g  to 
stretch th e ir  deflated wages to 
meet in fla ted  prices. Roosevelt's 
“ s tab iliza tion ”  watchdogs are 
“ fra n k ly  d is tu rbed”  and promise 
to stay awake —  in  the fu tu re  — 
to fr igh te n  o ff the price-gougers 
and ren t hogs who have been 
p ick in g  the w orkers ’ pockets. 
B u t the do lla r pa trio ts  have 
found out long ago th a t the bark 
of Roosevelt’s “ price con tro l” 
watchdogs is much worse than, 
th e ir  bite.

C A L L  TO P O LL-T A X E R S

A no ther s ta lw a rt A d m in is tra ­
tion  supporter, Senator Russell, 
po ll-tax Democrat of Georgia, is­
sues a c la rion  call to reaction to 
ra l ly  around Roosevelt’s wage­
freezing standard by p roc la im ing  
th a t “ those who are ho ld ing the 
line  against in fla tio n  have got 
to he supported and I ’d hate to 
see the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la  en­
t ire ly  discarded.”  Yet another 
Southern Senator chimed in  w ith  
a w a rn in g  th a t general wage in ­
creases “ m ig h t upset budget ca l­
cu la tions.”

The labor-hating, J im  Crow 
Democrats w ork  hand in  hand 
w ith  the Assis tant President, the 
po ll ta x  ex-senator fro m  South 
Carolina, James Byrnes, who is 
Roosevelt’s W ar M ob iliza tion  D i­
rector. H is  p a rtic u la r task is to 
line  up the poll-taxers whenever 
there is a d ir ty  job to be done

against labor or the Negro peo­
ple. A ll evidence po in ts to the 
fac t th a t Byrnes is on the job.

W h ile  the W a ll S treet plun- 
derbund has its  whole gang of 
p o lit ic a l agents m aneuvering to 
kn ife  labor’s demand fo r a wage 
increase the chicken-hearted la ­
bor bureaucrats wh ine and com­
p la in  of th e ir  in a b ility  to hold 
the line  against th e ir  own mem­
bership unless they are th row n  a 
few  crum bs. H illm a n , M u rra y  
and Co. had no sooner finished 
ta k in g  bows fo r th e ir aid in  elect­
ing  Roosevelt than they were

down on a ll fou rs c rin g in g  and 
c raw lin g  before th e ir  “ fr ie n d ” 
begging fo r a handout. These 
heroes fo r a day have led the 
unions in to  a b lin d  alley.

The w orkers can defend th e ir  
standard of l iv in g  on ly  by break­
in g  decisively w ith  a ll the s p u ri­
ous “ friends of labo r”  and by re ­
g a in ing  th e ir  independence of ac­
tion . Demand th a t the labor 
members res ign  from  the wage­
freezing W ar Labor Board! Res­
cind the no-strike pledge! B u ild
la bo r’s own p o lit ic a l p a rty  ■ 
independent Labor P a rty !

the

The task o f g e ttin g  renewals 
fro m  re g u la r subscribers whose 
subscrip tions have expired has 
been sys tem atica lly  organized by 
our San Francisco agent. O ther 
branches w i l l  be in terested in the 
method w hich is p rov ing  so suc­
cessful fo r  San Francisco:

“ On our re g u la r subscriptions, 
Comrade Joyce is hand ling  the 
renewals. A nd  she is doing 
an excellent job. E ve ry  week she 
tu rns  in a renewal o r tw o. She 
is do ing the w o rk  in  a m ost sys­
tem atic  fash ion. In  m any cases 
she gets the phone num ber, es­
tablishes the hours they are a t 
w ork, arranges fo r  de fin ite  ap­
pointm ents, etc. I t  is a slow 
task, bu t w ith  patience and per­
sistence i t  is w e ll rewarded.”

*  * *
O ur agent in B u ffa lo  has been 

placing The M il ita n t  on a news­
stand there fo r  the past several 
weeks. The newsstand dealer has 
expressed su ffic ie n t in te res t in 
the paper to  push its  sale and 
thus guarantee th is  stand becom­
in g  one o f our regulars. Our 
agent w rite s : “ The newsstand
man, by the way, is very  enthus­
ias tic  about The M ilita n t.  He 
takes i t  home and reads i t  h im ­
se lf every week before se lling  i t  
and says, ‘T h a t’s a w onderfu l pa­
per’ .”

The c ircu la tio n  o f The M il ita n t
is increasing s tead ily  th rough  the 
sale o f 3-m onth in tro d u c to ry  sub­
scrip tions. We quote reports  fro m  
tw o o f our agents.

Los Angeles: “ I  am enclosing
ten special subs. A m ong these 
are an add itiona l group obtained 
fro m  the a irc ra ft  p la n t I  men­
tioned in  a previous le tte r. The 
to ta l to  date, in  th is  p la n t, is 
tw en ty-five , and six  o f these peo­
ple attended our m eeting on the 
ann iversary  o f the Russian Rev­
o lu tion .”

M ilwaukee: “ Last Sunday we 
went ou t on t r ia l  subscrip tion
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m ob iliza tion  in  a w o rk in g  class 
neighborhood. The resu lts were 
good, 7 25c. subs were sold in  the 
space o f tw o  blocks and a con­
ta c t was made. Because o f the 
severe w eather we did  no t stay 
ou t ve ry  long .”

Subscribers are devoting  them ­
selves to the task o f in troduc ing  
The M il ita n t  to th e ir  friends . A  
subscriber in  H anfo rd , W ashing­
ton has sent in  a t least fifteen  
subscrip tions du rin g  the past few  
months. Several subscribers in 
the Bay A rea  are do ing as we ll, 
according to a re p o rt fro m  our 
San Francisco agent, which fo l­
lows :

“ The value o f the t r ia l sub card 
is becoming more and more ap­
parent. One o f our reg u la r sub­
scribers in  Oakland th is  week 
took a one-year renew al and re ­
quested ten 25c. cards to  d is tr ib ­
ute among his friends  a t the 
sh ipya rd  in w h ich he works. One 
o f our t r ia l  subscribers who re ­
cen tly  renewed has dem onstrated 
his in te res t by a lready securing 
e igh t t r ia l  subscrip tions from  
among his neighbors and fe llow  
workers a t his sh ipyard. He has 
also offe red to help us in  our 
reca ll w ork a t the pro ject where 
he lives, v is it in g  people who prom ­
ise us subs bu t do not have the 
money a t the tim e  we v is it  them, 
seeing those we do not find home 
on Sunday, etc.”

* * *
A n  idea found o f help to  De­

t r o i t  is sent to  us w ith  the though t 
th a t i t  m ay be useful to  other 
branches:

“ On the pam phlet and call-back 
cam paign, we here in  D e tro it 
found th a t we had a half-dozen 
m others who were anxious to 
p a rtic ip a te  bu t couldn’t  because 
o f th e ir  children. We solved the 
problem  by m eeting a t head­
quarters on Sunday, where one 
m other took care o f the  ch ildren. 
The o ther m others were thus 
freed fo r  w ork . Th is helped a 
g re a t deal in  m ak ing  the branch 
m ob iliza tions a success. Perhaps 
th is  could also help o t h e r  
branches.”

* * *

E xcerp ts fro m  the pam phlet, 
“ Am erican W orkers Need A  
Labor P a rty ,”  by Joseph Hansen 
(to  be published soon by P ioneer 
Pub lishers) p rin ted  in  several 
recent issues o f The M il ita n t  are 
b r in g in g  in  m any advance ordei's 
and comments. One o f ou r readers 
in  St. Louis expresses apprecia­
tion  fo r  th is  t im e ly  pam phlet:

“ Please send me Joe Hansen’s

Latest Issue of FI 
Features Articles 
On Soviet Union

The Novem ber issue o f F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l, now on sale, fea ­
tures a series o f a rtic les  w e igh­
in g  the economic and p o lit ic a l 
perspectives fa c in g  the USSR as 
i t  celebrated the 27th A nn ive rsa ­
ry  o f the October R evolution.

“ The F u tu re  o f ’ the Soviet 
U n ion  and the V ic to ries  o f the 
Red A rm y ,”  by a European com­
rade, analyzes the ro le  o f the 
S ta lin is t bureaucracy, w h ich is 
m a in ta in in g  a precarious position 
in c o n flic t w ith  the economic 
foundations o f na tiona lized p ro- 
pe rty . The d ip lom atic  moves o f 
S ta lin  are examined aga inst a 
double background: the conquests 
o f the Red A rm y  have dim inished 
the danger o f c a p ita lis t res to ra ­
tion  by exte rna l a tta ck ; s im u lta ­
neously, the con tinu ing  a ttem pts  
o f the bureaucracy to  bo ls ter 
th e ir  position aga inst the  masses 
has raised to im m ediacy the dan­
ger o f c a p ita lis t res to ra tion  fro m  
w ith in . Th is danger is also ana ly­
zed by A . Roland, in  “ P o litica l 
Economy U nder S ta lin .”  Roland 
cites the g ro w th  o f “ free  m a r­
kets”  and the a tom iza tion  o f in ­
d u s try  d u rin g  the w a r, as sym p­
toms o f the g ro w in g  danger, 
which has been made clear by 
the recent theore tica l w r i t in g  o f 
S ta lin ’s economists.

“ How  We Made the Russian 
October,”  fro m  T ro ts k y ’s pam ph­
le t “ F rom  October to  B re s t-L i-  
tovsk,”  appears in  the A rsena l o f 
M arx ism : The ed ito rs ’ “ Review o f 
the M on th ”  describes the rise  and 
degeneration o f the w o rke rs ’ 
state.

The f irs t o f tw o  ins ta llm ents  
o f “ Problems o f the European 
Revolu tion ,”  by a group o f E u ro ­
pean comrades, appears in  th is  
issue. R ep ly ing  to rev is ion is ts  o f 
M a rx ism  who see in the E uro -, 
pean upheavals on ly  a s tru g g la  
fo r  res to ra tio n  o f the na tiona l 
states on bourgeois-dem ocratic 
foundations, these comrades pose 
the necessity fo r  soc ia lis t revo lu ­
tio n : “ He who wants f irs t  to  l i ­
quidate the ‘main enemy,’ o r the 
‘m ain obstacle,’ i.e. fascism  o r 
na tiona l oppression, and on ly  then 
to  th in k  o f m o d ify in g  ca p ita lis t 
conditions, is  u n lik e ly  to w itness 
any changes in  the bourgeois 
system, and s t i l l  less to  see the 
advent o f Socialism . T h a t would 
be the road towards the v ic to ry  
o f reaction .”

“ The Com ing Upsurge o f A m er­
ican Labor,”  by W ill ia m  S im ­
mons, describes the  stages o f 
development o f the labo r move­
m ent fro m  the era o f Samuel 
Gompers, th rou gh  the m il ita n t  
s trikes  o f 1934-37, the re trea ts  
under w a rtim e  repressions, and 
the rise  o f a new wave o f m il i t ­
ancy exem plified in  the fig h t 
aga inst the N o -S trike  Pledge.

Single copies m ay be obtained 
fo r  20 cents, yea rly  subscrip tion 
$2, by w r it in g  to  Business M ana­
ger, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N . Y . 
3, N . Y.

Seeks Pardon

Convicted of punching a scab 
driver during a strike, Carl 
Gilmore (above) was sentenced 
in Oct., 1940 to 9 to 10 years 
in prison. Gilmore is a member 
of the Binghampton New York 
Teamsters’ Union, AFL. In re­
sponse to the protests of fel­
low workers, Gilmore was pa­
roled by executive action in 
December, 1942. Now attempt­
ing to obtain full pardon for 
Gilmore, the Workers’ Defense 
League asks all defenders of 
labor and minority . rights to 
write to Governor Thomas E. 
Dewey, Albany, N. Y., request­
ing immediate pardon.

new pamphlet on ‘Politics’ when it 
is ready for delivery. Thanks to 
him for the splendid job of 
writing this educational and well- 
needed work, also to Pioneer for 
publishing it. Give it widespread 
circulation. We need more similar 
works on other questions, i.e., the 
post-war world under capitalism, 
war—the world’s worst sabotager, 
capitalist imperialism—breeder of 
wars, etc. Such pamphlets will 
get quick response.”

Quota Sold Percent
F lin t  .................................. ............. 10 32 320
Toledo --------------- ----------------------- 160 488 305
M ilw aukee ___________________ 80 160 200
Reading ..._...... .................... ....... 90 152 169
B u ffa lo  ......... ........ .......... ...... ..... .... 400 560 140
P h ila d e lp h ia _________ ..___ ___ 80 100 125
San Francisco ___ ___________ 350 404 115
St. Paul ........ ...... ................ ........ . 140 156 112
Youngstown ............. .................... 120 132 110
Cleveland __________________ 200 212 106
Los Angeles ................................. 1500 1524 102
Chicago ............— ..... — ........ 700 700 100
D e tro it ......... ........................-..... .... 1000 1004 100
M inneapolis ...... ...... ......._.......... .. 330 330 100
Rochester ..... ........ .......................... 140 140 100
New Y o rk  ....... ...... ............... ..... . 2800 2672 95
A llen to w n  .......................... ............ 40 36 90
A kron  ................. ......... .................. 70 58 83
Seattle ................... ............ ............ 500 400 80
B o s to n ........ ............... .................... . 230 132 57
Bayonne .............. ........ ......... ... ..... 180 96 53
New ark ............................................ 700 284 41
San Diego ___ ____ _________ _ 80 24 30
New Haven ...... ........... ........... ....... 40 0 0
P ittsb u rg h  ................ _.............. ... .. 10 0 0
Q uakertown ----------------------- ------- 10 0 0
St. I.ouis .... ............... ................._ 10 0 0
Texas ................... ........................... 30 0 0

T o ta l......................... 10,000 9792 98



How To Win The Struggle For Negro Equality
Following is the text of a. speech delivered 

by Charles Jackson, writer of “ The M ilita n t”  
column, “ The Negro Struggle,”  before the 
Forum of the New York School of Social 
Science, on Sunday, November 12. We prin t 
i t  in this issue for the benefit of readers outside 
New York who did not have the opportunity 
to hear Comrade Jackson.

This speech is being printed in place of Com­
rade Jackson’s regular column, " The Negro 
Struggle” , which w ill be resumed next week.

In  order to  c a rry  on an e ffec tive  s trugg le  fo r  
Negro equa lity  we m ust f ir s t  trace back the 
stream  o f in eq ua lity  u n t il we have found and 
m arked the source fro m  whence i t  flow s.

Jus t w h a t com prises N egro in eq u a lity?  I f  no t 
the w hites, c e rta in ly  every Negro here knows the 
answer to th a t one. In  the South the Negro 
knows w ha t i t  is to be denied, e ithe r th rough  
lega l maneuvers o r in tim id a tio n , the r ig h t  to 
vote. He knows w h a t i t  is to  be contem ptuously 
re fe rred  to  as boy, George, Uncle, or ju s t p la in  
“ n igge r.”  He knows w h a t i t  is to enter a s treet 
car and meet the s igns: “ T h is  end o f car fo r
w h ite  people; th is  end o f car fo r  the  colored 
race.”  He m ay know  w ha t i t  is to  see an inno­
cent man beaten, dismembered, hanged, shot and 
burned to  a crisp on some t r iv ia l  accusation and 
w ith o u t a t r ia l .

In  th is  na tio n ’s cap ita l, a woman recen tly  re ­
ported th a t she was raped by a Negro. Police 
rounded up eleven Negroes in  24 hours. The 
wom an then adm itted  th a t she had fabrica ted 
the  s to ry . In  the deep South usua lly  the f irs t 
N egro  would have been lynched, w ith o u t a w a it 
o f 24 hours.

Even in  some N o rth e rn  states the Negro knows 
w h a t i t  is  to be turned down a t a thea te r box 
office o r else d irected around the a lley  to the 
ba lcony entrance. He m ay know  w h a t i t  is to 
in s is t th a t a w a ite r  serve h im  a d r in k  in  states 
where there  is a c iv il r ig h ts  law  and then have 
the w a ite r break the glass in  his face. Negro 
women in  Ind iana who were delegates to  a con­
ven tion  o f the M others o f W orld  W a r I I  were 
recen tly  refused rooms in  an E lk h a r t hotel. They 
had to  re tu rn  home. In  W ashing ton, D. C., in  
the  Church o f the Im m acula te  Conception, a N e­
gro  woman was asked to  ge t o f f  he r knees and 
go behind the ropes to the Negro section to  pray. 
Even in  death the Negro cannot rest. In  a Cath­
o lic  cem etery in  Chicago, plans were recently  
made to  d ig  up the grave o f a colored woman 
buried accidenta lly among the w hites.

In  the South o r the N o rth , the N egro  knows 
w h a t i t  means to  be segregated in to  a ghetto  
o f shacks near the ra ilro a d  tracks. He knows 
w h a t i t  means to be d iscrim ina ted  against in  in ­
d u s try : to get the d ir t ie s t jobs a t the lowest pay, 
to  be the la s t h ired  and the f irs t  fired.

The unkindest cu t o f a ll, however, has come 
since th is  “ land o f the fre e ”  has been engaged 
in  the  present colossal s laugh te r which, they 
would have us believe, is be ing waged fo r  the 
m ost lo f ty  and hum an ita rian  ideals. In  a w ar 
fo r  “ democracy”  the N egro has been o ffic ia lly  
labeled a second-class c itizen by  h is own govern­
m ent. In  the  A rm y , the N avy  and the M arine 
Corps, Negroes are set aside in separate re g i­
ments, quarantined fro m  E ng lish-A m ericans, 
Ita lian -A m ericans , Germ an-Am ericans, Japanese- 
A m ericans and Jew ish-Am ericans. A n y  soldier 
w ith  a “ drop o f N egro blood”  in  h is veins m ust, 
on orders o f President Roosevelt and his W ar 
D epartm ent, and in  v io la tio n  o f the Selective 
Service ' A c t, t ra in  and f ig h t m ot in  the regu la r 
arm y, bu t in the  J im  Crow  A rm y . There he is 
sure to  ge t the d ir t ie s t and m ost hazardous w ork  
and the added scorn and persecution o f w h ite  
c iv ilia ns  and soldiers a like.

P ersecu ting  N egro  S o ld ie rs
The an tic ipa ted resu lts  o f th is  po licy are oc­

c u rr in g  every day. In  Petersburg, V irg in ia  las t 
week, a local policem an arrested a N egro soldier 
fo r  some undeterm ined reason and took h im  to 
the fire  house. A no the r sold ier asked the  po lice­
man w h a t the troub le  was, and he was also a r ­
rested. Sergeant A braham  Jackson made s im ila r 
in qu irie s  and was ignored. Thereupon he started  
fo r  the  fire  house to rescue his men. He was 
p ro m p tly  shot down by the local police. A t  las t 
reports  he was no t expected to recover. B u t le t 
us no t be too hard on the police system o f the 
ca p ita lis t governm ent. In  M iam i, F lo rida , five 
N egro policemen were h ired  —  bu t w ith  a res­
e rva tion : they cannot a rre s t any w h ite  person, 
no m a tte r w h a t crim e he m ay be in  the act of 
com m itting .

Reported by  the N . Y . T im es and the P it ts ­
bu rg  C ourie r o f ,Nov. 11, and in c ide n ta lly  by 
The M il ita n t  some three weeks ea rlie r, was the 
reac tiona ry  po licy  established in  regard  to  the 
a ll-N e g ro  92nd D iv is ion  now in  com bat on the 
Ita lia n  fro n t.  The p o licy  is th is : as N egro o f­
ficers are k ille d , they are replaced by w hites, 
instead o f the  custom ary replacem ent by advanc­
in g  low er officers. A lso there m ust no t be, under 
any circumstances, a N egro o ffice r who is super­
io r  in  ra n k  to a w h ite  o ffice r in  th a t sector.

W e understand w ha t N egro in eq ua lity  is. Now 
ju s t w h a t is the Negroes’ conception o f equa lity?  
W ha t does the  N egro w a n t?  The Negro wants 
w h a t everyone else wants —  no more, no less. 
He w ants a dependable annual wage capable o f 
b r in g in g  h im  a ll the necessities o f a healthy, 
happy life . In  short, economic security . He 
w ants p o lit ic a l freedom , a voice in  the w ay th ings 
are done, a vote, and a representative who under­
stands his problem s. In  add ition  to  th is  he wants 
complete social equa lity . L e t us ge t th is  s tra ig h t 
—  the m ind, body and emotions o f the Negro 
are in h e re n tly  the same as those o f any o ther 
race. There fore, ju s t as the w h ite  man would 
resent the s tigm a  o f social in fe r io r ity ,  so does 
the  N egro resent it .  To stam p an en tire  group o f 
ind iv idua ls  as in fe r io r  s im p ly  because they have 
m ore m elan in o r less caro tine in  th e ir  skins — 
absolute ly  in e r t  p igm ents —  to  do so is con tra ry  
to  sc ientific  tru th .

Now w h a t is the d irec t in s tru m en t o f repres­
sion th a t condemns the Negro to second-class 
c itizensh ip? I t  is the State, th a t is, a ll the v a r i­
ous agencies o f governm ent fro m  top to  bottom . 
T hrough th e ir  actions and th e ir  fa ilu re s  to act, 
they  condone, teach, fo s te r and enforce the op­
pression o f the N egro people. W ho protected 
■Noble Ryder, the recen tly  freed m urderer who 
lynched an aged N egro  preacher in  L ib e rty , M is ­
sissippi ? The s h e riff. Who upholds w h ite  sup­
rem acy in  the South ? The courts. W ho holds 
Negroes in  Georgia in  the chain-gangs fo r  s tea l­
in g  a. lo a f o f bread? The State. W ho leads the 
pack in  race -ba iting?  Y ou r governm ent o ffic ia ls  
such as Chauncy Sparks and the po ll-ta x  sen­
ators. W ho tenaciously ins is ts  upon a J im  Crow 
a rm y?  Roosevelt and his W a r Departm ent. Who 
carries out th is  po licy ? The brass hats in  the 
A rm y  and N avy.

The Federal H ousing A u th o r ity  recommends 
d isc rim in a tio n  in its  o ffic ia l m anual. The Office 
o f W a r In fo rm a tio n  has a s tand ing order th a t 
a messenger sha ll w atch the news tic k e r and 
b r in g  a ll copy on race o r color to the “ Negro 
Censoring D iv is io n .”  A t  the  A r lin g to n  Hote l in 
H o t Springs, A rkansas, the A rm y  set up a re ­
h a b ilita tio n  center fo r  soldiers and th e ir  w ives. 
The m anagem ent o f th is  hotel happens to house, 
w ith o u t d isc rim ina tion , Ind ians and a ll other 
races and na tiona lities . A  N egro lieu tenan t and 
his w ife  reg is tered a t the hotel and were given 
rooms. B u t as soon as th is  was discovered by 
a w h ite  a rm y captain , he ordered th e ir  rem oval. 
They were removed.

B u t how about in d iv idu a l pre judices? Re­
member, these are no t inhe rited , they are ac­
quired. H. Scudder Mekeel, associate professor 
o f an th ropo logy a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f W isconsin, 
to ld  the N a tion a l Com m ittee fo r  M enta l Hygiene 
la s t week: “ W ith  B ra z il and Russia as examples, 
we can say th a t ra c ia l pre judice is no t inhe rent 
in  the hum an an im al . . . W ha t we need to  do 
is to  deflect, m od ify  or tra n s fo rm  the processes 
a t w o rk  in  our society so th a t ch ildren w il l  no 
longer learn pre jud ice and d isc rim ina tion  . . . 
The cradle is the best place to s ta r t .”

J im  C row  P ropaganda
W ell, th a t ’s no t news to  the Am erican educa­

tors. N o t fo r  no th in g  are the “ n ig g e r”  dolls 
used in  the nurseries and the ta le  o f “ L it t le  
B lack Sambo”  ta u g h t in  the k inde rgartens. The 
h is to ry  bpoks, the comic s trips , the rad io and the 
cinema a ll con tribu te  to  the fo rm a tio n  o f the 
N egro stereotype —  a p e tty  th ie f, a clown, an 
ignoram ous. W hoever a ttem pts  to teach equal­
i t y  is usua lly  stym ied. L a s t m onth, the subway 
lines r ig h t here in  Now Y ork  barred a poster 
show ing babies o£ a ll races side by side. You re­
member the revealing pam phlet “ Races of Man­
k in d ”  w h ich  torpedoed the m y th  of rac ia l in fe r­
io r ity , g iv in g  s ta tis tica l p roof from  the records 
of drafted soldiers? T h a t was too much 't r u th  
fo r the A rm y  brass hats and they recalled 50,000 
copies that, had been d is tribu te d  fo r  sold iers’ l ib ­
raries. D irec tly  o r in d ire c tly  the agencies of 
governm ent are responsible fo r in d iv id u a l pre­
judices.

W hy would the governm ent offic ia ls  w ant to 
foster such a policy? President Roosevelt is  well- 
known as a hum an ita rian . Mrs. Roosevelt has 
even been photographed w ith  Mrs. Betliune, Ne­
gro soldiers and Negro ch ild ren. Many govern­
m ent o ffic ia ls  welcome Negro leaders to  th e ir  o f­
fices to con fer w ith  them on race problem s. Some 
o f the m ost reac tiona ry  Southern governors have 
sponsored drives to  obta in  funds fo r  Negro col­
leges. Now, I  don’t  th in k  we are fooled by these 
pa tro n iz ing  gestures. I t  is p la in  th a t the State 
in  Am erica  is in v a r ia b ly  an ti-N egro . B u t back 
to the question. W here there  is an e ffec t there 
m ust be a cause. M aybe w ith  the fo llo w in g  fac ts  
we can be tte r fo llo w  the t ra i l .

In  1848 K a r l M a rx , a fte r  m ak ing  a sc ientific  
analysis o f the h is to ry  o f society, a rrived  a t the 
conclusion th a t the S tate was supported and kep t 
in  power by  and fo r  the ru lin g  class in  society. 
W hoever owns the means o f p roduction  makes 
up the ru l in g  class. The S tate serves to  pro tect 
the in te rests  o f the e xp lo itin g  m in o r ity  over the 
explo ited m a jo r ity . In  s lavery  days the  judges, 
law  officers, and governors, th a t is, the  S tate ap­
paratus, u n fa il in g ly  upheld the in te rests o f the 
slave ho lder over the slave. In  feuda l days the 
S tate was always on the side o f the noble and 
against the serf.

“ D iv id e  A n d  R u le ”
W e have reached the po in t in  A m erica  today 

where i t  is the m onopoly cap ita lis ts  who own and 
con tro l the means o f production. The in d u s tr ia l 
workers, on the o ther hand, com prise the explo ited 
m a jo r ity . T rue to  the M a rx is t analysis, every 
agent o f the State fro m  top  to  bottom  m ust do 
the b idd ing o f the monied in te rests . I f  he defies 
the cap ita lis ts  lie is soon kicked ou t in  one w ay 
or another. N ow  w ha t has th a t g o t to  do w ith  
the Negro ? M a rx  said th a t no ru l in g  class has 
been able to  long exp lo it the vast m a jo r ity  unless 
th a t m a jo r ity  was s p lit  w ith in  its e lf.  The capi­
ta lis ts  know  th is  and they m ake the m ost o f it .  
W hether based on race, re lig ion , n a tio n a lity , la n ­
guage or custom, the axiom  “ D iv ide  and Rule”  is 
never fo rg o tte n  and never neglected by those who 
are in  power.

They take the m ost convenient m in o r ity  w ith in  
the group o f exp lo ited people and set them  up as 
a scapegoat. The o ther oppressed people are 
pe rm itted  ■—• even tra in ed  —  to  k ic k  around th is  
m in o r ity  a t th e ir  le isure , thus unconsciously ven t­
ing the p e rfe c tly  n a tu ra l resentm ent w h ich arise 
fro m  th e ir  economic insecu rity . The ru l in g  class, 
th rou gh  con tro l o f the educational system and 
the S tate apparatus, de libe ra te ly  fos te rs  p re ­
jud ice among the masses aga inst the designated 
m in o r ity . They innoculate th is  venom in  such 
la rge  doses th a t i t  is p ra c tic a lly  im possib le fo r  
even the m ost m e n ta lly  a le r t in d iv idu a l to  escape 
fro m  its  degrading effects.

In  Am erica, o f course, the Negro is a “ n a tu ra l”  
fo r  the cap ita lis ts . H is  da rk  co lor makes him  
easy to  recognize. H is  background o f s lavery  is 
also p layed up to  g ive im pression th a t he is  in ­

Negro Sailors Get 
Harsh Sentences

Sentences ran g ing  from  e igh t to 15 years have been im ­
posed by a brass-hat, N e gro -h a tin g  c o u rt-m a rtia l on 50 N egro  
sa ilo rs found “ g u ilty ”  on charges o f m u tin y  a ris ing  from  the 
disastrous explosion o f a m un itio n  ship a t P o rt Chicago, in  the 
San Francisco area, a few  m onths ago.

The charge o f m u tin y  arose out o f a pe tition  asking fo r  
trans fe rs  to  other types of w o rk  wh ich alleged ly had been 
circu la ted by the defendants, a ll o f  whom were invo lved in  the 
catastrophe, being e ithe r su rv ivo rs  o r among the squads which 
cleaned up wreckage and rem nants o f bodies dismembered by 
the blast.

The case has aroused a wave o f p ro tes t fro m  the N egro  
people who correc tly  see in  i t  a vicious extension o f J im  Crow  
practices in  the armed forces. P r io r  to  the verd ic t, some o f the 
Uncle Tom supporters o f Roosevelt kep t assuring  everyone 
th a t the “ com m andcr-in -ch ie f”  would never p e rm it the  50 
Negro sa ilo rs to  be ra ilroaded to  prison.

In  our ne x t issue we sha ll deal in  m ore de ta il w ith  the 
vic ious co u rt-m a rtia l sentences. E very  labor, lib e ra l and 
w o rk in g  class fra te rn a l o rgan iza tion  m ust jo in  w ith  the N egro 
people in dem anding th a t the J im  Crow ve rd ic t be set aside 
and the 50 N egro sa ilors freed.

fe r io r  and as docile as a dumb an im al. The h is to ry  
books pu t ou t by the cap ita lis ts , by a crim e o f 
omission, im p ly  the lie  th a t the  da rke r races 
have never been “ c iv ilized .”  They te ll us o f the 
pyram ids and o ther wonders o f the w o rld , bu t 
they fa i l  to say th a t they were b u ilt  by b lack 
E gyp tians  centuries ago. The fea tu res o f the 
Sphinx be tra y  by th e ir  N egro id  cha racteris tics, 
the existence in  the va lley  o f the N ile  o f a h ig h ly  
c iv ilized  N egro id  race. The books o f the  ca p ita lis t 
class don’t  te ll us th a t and no w h ite  sc ien tis t has 
been able to  even exp la in  how those engineers 
accomplished these feats. T h e ir propaganda de­
p ic ts  the black man in  the ve ry  w o rs t l ig h t  s im p ly  
because he is a use fu l m in o r ity  to  tu rn  to  th e ir  
ends. As a re su lt o f the trem endous pressure o f 
th e ir  g ig a n tic  propaganda machine, m illio n s  o f 
Am ericans are color-conscious. “ W h a t’s w h ite  is 
r ig h t :  w h a t’s black, s tay  back.”

W ell-P ay ing  C rim es
A ltho ug h  in  the D ick  T racy  comic series “ crim e 

never pays,”  we find  the opposite is tru e  in  rea l 
l i fe  in  A m erica. The crim e o f J im  Crowism , the 
crim e o f in d o c tr in a tin g  pre jud ice in to  the w o rk ­
ers, and the crim e o f denying the N egro people 
equa lity , are ve ry  w e ll-p ay ing  crim es fo r  the 
A m erican ca p ita lis t. F o r i t  is la rg e ly  as a re su lt 
o f rac ia l divergence in the w o rk in g  class th a t the 
c a p ita lis t is able to  rem ain in power. He knows 
fu l l  w e ll the day o f w o rk in g  class s o lid a rity  w ill 
be his day o f reckoning.

Now  le t ’s look down the t r a i l .  Negroes are 
denied equa lity  e ithe r th rou gh  o ffic ia l governm ent 
action o r o ffic ia l governm ent lack o f action. The 
governm ent is under con tro l o f the  ru lin g  class. 
T h a t class is the ca p ita lis t class wh ich comprises 
on ly a sm all m in o r ity  o f the popu lation. These 
cap ita lis ts , th rou gh  th e ir  governm ent agencies 
and th rough  th e ir  con tro l o f the means o f in fo rm ­
ation, in do c trina te  the people w ith  the lie  th a t 
a man is in fe r io r  i f  the color o f h is sk in  is dark. 
They do th is  so th a t they can keep th e ir  economic 
slaves, the  w orkers, w h ite  and black, s p lit  and 
f ig h tin g  among themselves. Thereby the y  are 
able to spend th e ir  w in te rs  in  F lo r id a  c lipp ing  
stock coupons w h ile  the w orkers to i l  in  the 
shops fo r  a m ere existence. These leeches suck 
the li fe  blood o f the A m erican w o rk in g  class by 
se ttin g  up the Negro as a s tra w  man and then 
shouting : “ Don’t  g ive a B lack a break: g ive the 
B lack the boot.”  B y  th is  system o f cap ita lism , 
race pre jud ice is made pro fitab le .

There fore we say th a t th is  system —  cap ita lism  
—  is the basic and fundam enta l "enemy o f the 
Negro people. Here is the sp ring  fro m  which 
flow s  the v ile  potion th a t cascades down to fo rm  
the fina l stream  o f Negro in equa lity . We have 
found the source —  le t us m a rk  i t  w e ll. T h is  is 
the reason w hy the f ig h t aga inst J im  Crow w ith ­
out a f ig h t aga inst cap ita lism , w e ll in tentioned 
though i t  m ay be, is an endless and fru it le s s  
fig h t. To establish Negro equa lity , we m ust 
abolish cap ita lism .

C ap ita lism  Bars Progress
F urthe rm ore , the  c a p ita lis t methods o f ex­

change are outmoded. The assembly lines and 
mass production, a long w ith  thousands o f chem­
ica l and engineering discoveries, have so im proved 
the means o f production th a t the po ten tia l tu rn ­
ou t is g iga n tic . B u t the po licy  o f exchange fo r  
p ro f i t  is ho ld ing  back the  productive  forces. 
When the masses cannot pay enough fo r  the 
cap ita lis ts  to  make a substantia l p ro fit, the  cap i­
ta lis ts  s im p ly  close down the fac to ries  and le t 
the  w orkers  s h if t  as best the y  can, even though 
the people m ay be in  need. I t  is  on ly  when they 
are w a rr in g  w th  a r iv a l im p e r ia lis t power fo r  
fo re ig n  m arkets, th a t the fac to ries  run  fu l l  b last, 
and then the w orkers  and th e ir  sons are sent to  
die on bloody battle fie lds. H is to ry  is  bearing 
ou t M a rx ’s pred ic tion th a t in c reas ing ly  savage 
wars and depressions are inev itab le  under the 
decaying ca p ita lis t economic anarchy.

A ga in , how does th is  a ffe c t the N egro? W ell, 
we a ll know  th a t the Negro is the  la s t to  go on 
a job  when th in gs  are g e ttin g  be tte r, and the 
f irs t  to  be pu lled o f f  when th in gs  are g e ttin g  
worse. T h a t is w h y  —  and rem em ber th is ! —  
you on ly  have N egro em ploym ent when you have 
f u l l  em ploym ent. There fore, under ca p ita lis t 
production, the average N egro can on ly  look fo r ­
w ard to  a good-paying job  d u rin g  w a r, whereas 
d u rin g  the long  years o f depression he has to 
depend e ith e r on the breadline o r the re lie f  ro ll.

Now  w ha t W O U LD  b r in g  the Negro f u l l  equal­
ity ?  W h a t W O U LD  b ring  h im  fu l l  em ploym ent? 
We say no t cap ita lism , b u t Socialism . Socialism  
w ith  its  na tiona lized p ro p e rty  and its  planned

economy. N ow  fac to rie s  hum  on ly  w ith  the 
production o f ins trum en ts  o f death and destruc­
tion  m anufactured sole ly fo r  the p ro fit  o f the 
few . U nder Socialism  fac to rie s  w ould hum  w ith  
the production o f ins trum en ts  o f l i fe  and construc­
tion , m anufactured to  supp ly the needs o f the 
m any. W orld  Socialism , w ith o u t a doubt, w ou ld  
b r in g  w ith  its  classless society fu l l  eq ua lity , f u l l  
em ploym ent, jo b  secu rity , peace and p le n ty  to  
no t on ly  the N egro  people b u t to  a ll m ankind.

W ill we ge t Socialism  b y  ta lk in g  about it ,  hop­
in g  fo r  i t  o r p ra y in g  fo r  i t?  H a rd ly . W e’ve 
g o t to  f ig h t fo r  i t  in  organized fash ion. L ike  
every ru l in g  class in  the past, the  cap ita lis ts  w i l l  
no t re linqu ish  th e ir  s trang leho ld  on the w orkers  
o f th e ir  own fre e  w ill.  The in d u s tr ia l w orkers, 
fo r  the ve ry  good reason th a t the y  are the m ost 
oppressed and a t the same tim e  the m ost h ig h ly  
organized group, w i l l  lead the Socia lis t revo lu tion . 
They w i l l  take over the means o f production  and 
thereby lead the w ay fo r  the lib e ra tio n  o f the 
fa rm ers  and the w h ite  co lla r w orkers. The cap i­
ta lis ts  d u rin g  th is  period w i l l  t r y  desperately to  
re ta in  o r rega in  th e ir  exp lo itive  power on a w o rld  
scale. They w i l l  t ry ,  in  vain, to  hold back the 
wheel o f human progress. T h e ir m ain  weapon 
in  A m erica  w i l l  be to  set the w h ite  aga ins t the 
black and to  b r in g  on a ra c ia l w a r w ith in  the 
w o rk in g  class. The cap ita lis ts  w i l l  be w ill in g  to  
exte rm ina te  the Negro m in o r ity  i f  th e ir  preserv­
ation makes i t  necessary. The new W orke rs ’ and 
F a rm ers ’ Government, on the o the r hand, fo r  the 
ve ry  basic reason o f se lf-p reservation , w i l l  have 
im m ed ia te ly  to g ra n t and enforce fu l l  eq ua lity  
fo r  the N egro people. I t  w i l l  have to  do th is  to 
counteract the cap ita lis ts  and to  dem onstrate th a t 
its  p rogram  is re liab le .

W hen such a governm ent gets con tro l o f the 
means o f com m unication, i t  w i l l  have to  em bark 
im m ed ia te ly  upon an educational p rogram  to en­
ligh te n  backward w h ite  w orkers, and thereby des­
tro y  the fa lse ideas o f w h ite  suprem acy which 
have been indoctrina ted  in  th e ir  m inds by bourge­
ois society. Thus the ve ry  f irs t  step in  the  d irec­
tion  o f Socialism  w i l l  also g ive b ir th  to  N egro 
equa lity .

T he  N egro  A nd  S ocia lism

T his is no pipe dream. The Socia lis t Revolu tion 
was sc ie n tifica lly  ou tlined  a cen tu ry  ago and has 
been dem onstrated in  rea l l i fe  in  th a t g reatest o f 
a ll spectacles in  human h is to ry , the  B olshevik Rev- 
o lu tion  o f 1917. T h is  fa c t is  obvious: no th ing  
sho rt o f a p ro le ta ria n  revo lu tion  w i l l  b r in g  the 
Negro fu l l  eq ua lity  in  Am erica.

The N egro  strugg le , the re fore , is  inseparab ly 
in te rtw in e d  w ith  the s trugg le  o f the  w o rld  w o rk ­
in g  class. O ur f ig h t is  no t hopeless i f  we rea lize 
its  breadth. W e,Negroes are outnum bered 10 to  1 
fro m  a rac is t po in t o f v iew . T h a t is  tru e . B u t 
as w orkers  we are p a r t  o f the  vast m a jo r ity . 
The w h ite  w o rke r o f th is  cou n try  is our a lly , 
no t our enemy. H is  pre judices have been a r t i f i ­
c ia lly  learned and m ay be ju s t as easily  unlearned 
when he sees the necessity o f w o rk in g  class so lid ­
a r ity .  He needs us and we need h im . Necessity 
w ill force us to  ge t together. O ur a llies also in ­
clude a ll the w orkers and peasants o f im prisoned 
Europe who are now p itte d  aga inst each o ther by 
the German and A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria lis ts , 
but who tom orrow  w i l l  r ise  and take th e ir  destiny 
in to  th e ir  own hands. The to il in g  masses o f Ind ia , 
China and A fr ic a  are also on our side. When 
they are free , we w il l  be free.

A  word o f w a rn in g  about our fa lse  friends . A  
false fr ien d  is one who aids us in  the s trugg le  
bu t a t the same tim e  leads us to  believe th a t we 
can w in  fu l l  equa lity  w ith in  the  confines o f the 
present c a p ita lis t system. W h a t sha ll we do 
about these fa lse  fr ien ds?  I f  such a fr ie n d  s t i l l  
c lings to the old order because he knows no th in g  
o f the dynam ics o f the w o rld  class s trugg le , we 
m ust educate h im  by pa tien t exp lanation. In to  
th is  category fa l l  some o f our preachers, our “ race 
leaders,”  and some oppo rtun is tic  labor leaders. In  
th is  bed also rest our m il ita n t  an ti w h ite  rac is ts  
as w e ll as the weak-kneed pacifis ts who th in k  
that, the problem  w il l  be solved by people o f good 
w ill g e ttin g  together on a basis o f b ro th e rly  love. 
I t  should be obvious th a t i t  is too la te  in  h is to ry  
to go back and ca ll the ro l l and count in  the 
Negro as a pa id-up b ro th e r in  good standing. 
Look how the Negro has fa red  d u rin g  the w a r. 
Judge Hastie, re p o rtin g  fo r  the N A A C P  th is  past 
June, said that, a ll form s- o f Negro b ru ta liz in g  
increased in 1949. I f  the y  stopped to  d raw  blood 
from  us even w h ile  engaged in  an outside b ra w l 
w ith  German im peria lism , then w h a t can we 
expect when Germ any is defeated and they are 
free to  tu rn  th e ir  en tire  s treng th  aga ins t the

Negro and the A m erican labo r m ovem ent? W e 
should t r y  to  awaken these re fo rm is t leaders, and 
i f  they don’t  see the l ig h t  we should f ig h t re le n t­
lessly aga inst them.

I f  we find, however, a fa lse  fr ie n d  who supports 
cap ita lism  even a fte r  he has become fa m il ia r  
w ith  and pa rtic ip a ted  in the class s trugg le  —  
beware o f h im , fo r  he is a h ired  qu is ling  fo r  the 
ru l in g  class. In to  th is  category fa ll ,  p r im a r ily ,  
the S ta lin is ts  who, because they parade under the  
banner o f Communism, are s t i l l  qu ite  a fa c to r 
in  the N egro s trugg le  and in  the labor movement.

■ They live  p r im a r ily  on the w o rld  prestige  o f the 
Russian R evolution. Since the degeneration of 
the Soviet S tate, however, and the rise  o f the 
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  S ta lin is t bureaucracy, the 
Com m unist pa rties  th rou gh ou t the  w o rld  on ly  
rem ain as agencies o f the rea c tion a ry  clique in  
the K rem lin . These serv ile  lackeys, fo r  example, 
are now c ra w lin g  on th e ir  bellies before P resident 
Roosevelt and A m erican cap ita lism . N ow  m any 
w o rkers  contend th a t Roosevelt was the lesser 
o f the tw o  evils  in  the past election. W e w on’t  
go in to  th a t now, since i t  was covered in  The 
M ilita n t, b u t I  w a n t to te ll the Negroes again 
th a t the idea th a t Roosevelt, the “ le f t is t ”  hench­
man o f B ig  Business, in tends to  g ive or would 
be pe rm itted  to g ive  the N egro  the e q ua lity  he 
demands, is a brazen lie . The on ly  substan tia l 
advancement o f the N egro ’s cause in  the p o lit ic a l 
arena w il l  come w ith  an independent labo r p a rty .

M ore  O ppress ion  P lanned
Now  w h a t does Am erican cap ita lism  plan in  the 

period ahead ? I t  plans fu r th e r  oppression o f the  
Negroes in the fo rm  o f extended res tric tions , 
N e g ro -b a iting  by governm ent spokesmen, com­
pany-insp ired an ti-N egro ism  in  the labo r move­
m ent such as we saw in  P h ilade lph ia  th is  summer, 
and again in  D e tro it  la s t week. A f te r  the defeat 
o f Germ any there  w i l l  be fu r th e r  b ru ta liz ing s , 
lynchings, and mass pogroms. A ll th is  w i l l  be 
de libe ra te ly  ins tiga ted  to  fu r th e r  d iv ide and crush 
the labo r movement. I f  labo r does no t p u t up 
a strong  fig h t to  pro tect the Negro, and i f  i t  fa ils  
to rescue society by se ttin g  up a W orke rs ’ and 
F a rm ers ’ Governm ent, then we are sure to  see 
fascism  or some s im ila r ly  ba rba ric  p o lit ic a l m on­
s te r s ta lk in g  the U n ited  States.

Even now the cap ita lis ts  are p r im in g  G erald 
L. K . S m ith , the Jew -ba iting  and N e g ro -b a iting  
rabble-rouser, fo r  th is  ve ry  job. H a rry  B ennett, 
v ice-president o f the Ford  M o to r Company, ad­
m itted  in October before a House Com m ittee th a t 
he gave S m ith  $2,000 to f ig h t the unions. Gov­
ernm ent records show th a t New  Y o rk  and D e tro it  
in d u s tr ia lis ts  have con tribu ted much la rg e r 
amounts to S m ith ’s cam paign as the pres iden tia l 
candidate o f the A m erica  F ir s t  P a rty . U nder fa s ­
cism, the N egro people would be even worse o f f  
than the Jews in  N azi Germ any; They would 
be tracked down, deported o r exte rm ina ted. This 
would app ly  to  r ic h  and poor Negroes alike.

W h a t can be done a t present to fu r th e r  the  
Negro s tru g g le  fo r  equa lity?  The N egro  organiza­
tions should adopt the s tra te g y  o f m il ita n t  mass 
action in th e ir  demand fo r  dem ocratic r ig h ts . 
T h is  should be done w ith  the support o f the 
progressive la bo r unions such as the CIO. R ealiz­
ing  th a t to  be an ti-N e g ro  is in  essence to be a n ti­
w o rk in g  class, p o lit ic a lly  advanced w h ite  w orkers  
should c a rry  on now a re lentless f ig h t aga inst a ll 
fo rm s o f in d u s tr ia l d isc rim in a tio n  and segrega­
tion . W hen a cris is  comes the y  should ca ll fo r  
W orkers ’ Defense Guards to  pro tect the N egro 
workers fro m  fasc is t attacks. F in a lly , the keep­
in g  a live  o f the class s trugg le  in the  shops is  a l l-  
im p o rta n t to the Negro, because m ore in te r-ra c ia l 
education can be obtained on a p icke t line  d u rin g  
a s tr ik e  where w h ite  and black w o rkers  are in  
common s tru g g le  fo r  basic needs, than can be 
gleaned in a dozen p ink  tea lib e ra lis t discussion 
groups.

F o r W ork ing -C lass U n ity
The figh te rs  fo r  Socialism  today are found in  

the Socia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  and among the T ro t­
sky is t bu ilders o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. O ur 
M a rx is t analysis b ring s  us to  the conclusion th a t 
the N egro s trugg le  in  the com ing period w i l l  be 
la rg e ly  a defensive one. I t  w i l l  m ount in  in te n s ity  
w ith  r is in g  w o rld  class s trugg le  and w i l l  on ly  be 
resolved when the w orkers  come to power. T ha t 
is w hy  we say:

The only way to  w in  fu l l  Negro equa lity  is 
th rough  a sim ultaneous s trugg le  fo r  the lib e ra tio n  
o f a ll the to il in g  human bro thers —  be they black, 
brown, ye llow  or w h ite . N egro w orkers, to  ave rt 
a los ing race w ar, prepare now fo r  a v ic to rious  
class w a r!



K re m lin ’s Role In  The C rush ing  
O f The G reat W arsaw In s u rre c tio n

(Continued fro m  page 1) Q

pursued by the London Polish governm ent. The la tte r  was a declared 
po licy, based undoubtedly upon a desire to  u t iliz e  the Polish masses 
aga inst the Soviet A rm y  ra th e r than aga inst the N az is  re tre a tin g  
before it .  The pe rtine n t fa c t is, however, th a t the Moscow au thorities  
dw e lt on the d iscontent o f the masses, and u t il iz in g  i t  aga inst the 
London leaders, became more and more specific in the broadcasts.

Thus, on Ju ly  29 the S ta lin is t-con tro lled  Un ion o f Polish P a trio ts  
in  Moscow issued a d irec t call to the W arsaw  masses: “ Appeal to 
W arsaw . F ig h t the Germans. No doubt W arsaw  already hears the 
guns o f the ba ttle  which is soon to  b r in g  her libe ra tion . . . I t  (the 
Red A rm y ) w i l l  be joined tom orrow  by the sons o f W arsaw . . . For 
W arsaw , which did not y ie ld  bu t fo u g h t on, the hour o f action has 
a lready a rrive d .”

O bviously, i f  S ta lin  and his Polish lackeys tho ugh t an insurrec­
t io n  “ prem ature ,”  i t  is clear th a t on the eve o f th a t insurrection  they 
no t on ly did not say so, bu t said the exact opposite.

L o n d o n  G ove rnm en t Gives A p p ro v a l
4. H earing  these appeals and hearing  the guns o f the Red 

A rm y  in  the distance, the in su rrec tio na ry  mood o f the masses un­
doubtedly ran to feve r p itch. The m il ita ry  leaders fro m  the London 
governm ent probably could no t have prevented the  insurrection  even 
had they tr ied . In  any case, they  decided to id e n tify  themselves w ith  
i t  and give i t  th e ir  fo rm a l approval.

5. On J u ly  31, the day before the u p ris in g  began, P rem ier 
M iko la jczyk  o f the Londop “ governm ent”  was in  Moscow. The B r it is h  
period ica l “ W ar C om m entary”  (M id -O ctober 1944) in fo rm s  us: “ I t  
is  stated by Polish socia lists in  London th a t when the Polish P rem ier 
saw S ta lin  in  Moscow on J u ly  31 and to ld  h im  the r is in g  would take 
place the fo llo w in g  day, S ta lin  s ign ified  h is approval and stated 
th a t  the Red A rm y  would have occupied W arsaw  by A ug us t 6.”

Moscow, on the o ther hand, denies th a t i t  was in fo rm ed. B u t 
i t  is no t necessary fo r  us to  take anyone’s w ord  fo r  it ,  in  order to 
ascerta in th a t the insu rgen t mass conceived o f its  action as one 
coordinated w ith  the advance o f the Red A rm y . W e have no t on ly 
the fa c t th a t the Red A rm y ’s guns were a lready be ing heard in  the 
c ity . We have evidence th a t in Moscow th is  conception was known. 
F a r fro m  the insu rrec tion  be ing discouraged as prem ature , Moscow 
called fo r  the insurrection  as a d irec t suppo rting  action to aid the 
Red A rm y  advance on W arsaw . On J u ly  30, the Moscow rad io beamed 
the  fo llo w in g  ins truc tions  to  W arsaw :

“ The whole popu lation should ga ther round the N a tiona l Council 
and the underground arm y. A tta c k  the Germans. Stop the Germans 
destroy ing  public bu ild ings. A ss is t the Red A rm y  in  crossing the 
V is tu la . Give i t  in fo rm a tio n  and show i t  the best fo rds. The more 
than a m illio n  in hab itan ts  ough t to become an a rm y  o f a m illio n  
men f ig h tin g  fo r  lib e ra tio n  and destroy ing the German invader.”

S ta lin is t P e rfid y  Is  A p p a re n t
W h a t Moscow’s position on the insurrection  was before i t  ac­

tu a lly  broke out is thus ir re fu ta b ly  established. I t  is  c lear th a t the 
sponsors o f the quoted broadcasts knew  o f the in su rrec tio na ry  mood 
o f the W arsaw  masses, th a t they fostered it ,  and d ire c tly  appealed 
fo r  the r is in g  im m ed ia te ly  before i t  began.

M ost o f the broadcasts were under the auspices o f the  “ Polish 
N a tio n a l Council”  and no t the Soviet governm ent, to  be sure. How ­
ever, no one in  his r ig h t  m ind can believe th a t these broadcasts 
could be made fro m  Moscow w ith o u t the knowledge and approval of 
the  K re m lin . A t  any ra te , the broadcasts 'w ere never repud iated and 
have been passed over in complete silence by the  S ta lin is t press 
despite th e ir  repeated quota tion  in  the w o rld  press.

6. There is fu r th e r  evidence, however, th a t once the insurrec­
t io n  began, contact was established between its  m il ita ry  leaders in 
W arsaw  and the Red A rm y  o f General Rokossovsky w h ich stood 
a lm ost a t the gates o f the c ity . A ccord ing  to  the “ G overnm ent-in- 
E x ile ,”  on the th ird  day o f the up ris in g  a C apta in  K a lu g in , sent by 
Rokossovsky, contacted General Bor, the m il ita ry  leader o f the in ­
surgents and “ made an appeal by rad io  to S ta lin , v ia  London, fo r  
arm s and supplies. A  request was made fo r  five tons o f supplies to 
be dropped by plane.”  Moscow has never denied th is  s to ry . The 
silence o f the S ta lin is ts  w ould ind ica te  th a t there is a t least an 
elem ent o f t ru th  in it .

7. The line  o f Moscow a fte r  the outbreak o f the insurrection  
becomes no less c lear under exam ination  and proves to  be in  d irect 
con trad ic tion  to  the S ta lin is t line  w h ich preceded it .  In s o fa r as 
action  is concerned, we have these undisputed fa c ts : Im m ed ia te ly  
a f te r  the outbreak o f the s trugg le  in  W arsaw , the Red A rm y  advance 
on the c ity , steady up to  then, is a b ru p tly  ha lted , n o t to  be resumed 
u n t il nearly  s ix  weeks la te r, tow ards the end o f September.

W hether the h a lt o f the Red A rm y  before W arsaw  was an act 
de libe ra te ly  calculated by the K re m lin  in  order to iso late the Polish 
insurgents and insure the crush ing o f the insurrec tion  b y  the  N azis; 
o r  w hethe r the h a lt was d ic ta ted by considerations o f a pure ly  
m ilita ry -s tra te g ic  character, is know n on ly  to  Moscow'. The im ­
p o rta n t th in g  is th a t once the insu rrec tion  was under way, the S ta lin  
gang refused the insurgents any m a te ria l aid whatever, a lthough 
such aid was m an ifes tly  possible.

A  ‘C anard ’ Becomes A  Fact
In s o fa r as propaganda in concerned, the development is less 

ab rup t. A t  f irs t, Moscow denies th a t there is an insu rrec tion  and 
dubs the reports  a “ canard.”  Then, when evidence o f the s trugg le  
and its  mass character makes denial impossible, a hue and c ry  is 
ra ised th a t i t  is f irs t, “ p re m a tu re ;”  secondly, organized w ith o u t 
coord ination between Moscow and London; th ird ly ,  a c rim ina l p o li­
t ic a l adventure undertaken by the reactionaries in  the “ Government- 
in -E x ile .”  F in a lly , a ll these charges are crowned w ith  propaganda 
opposing insurrections in  princ ip le . On A ug us t 19, U n ited  Press 
cables fro m  Moscow:

“ Pravda, o ffic ia l Com m unist P a rty  newspaper, said today in  a 
fron t-p age  dispatch th a t the W arsaw  insu rrec tion  was doomed to 
fa ilu re  fro m  the beg inn ing and th a t the men who died fig h tin g  Ger 
m an mechanized troops in  the Polish cap ita l were ‘fo u lly  deceived 
by  a group o f adventurers and p o lit ic a l speculators o f the London 
em igre governm ent.’

“ N o t one c ity  has been freed by the combined blows o f Soviet 
troops and citizen insurrections, P ravda said, a lthough hundreds o f 
c ities  have been libera ted by troops alone in  Russia, L ith ua n ia , 
W h ite  Russia and Poland.

“ The reason is th a t ‘on ly  s tup id  adventurers th in k  success is 
possible by the insurrection  o f inadequately arm ed c iv ilia ns  in  cities 
filled  w ith  German Panzer troops, planes and guns,’ P ravda added.

“ The Red A rm y  is opposed to  such insurrections, the dispatch 
asserted, since complex technical m ate ria ls  ‘are necessary to wage 
successful m odern w a rfa re , and people equipped on ly w ith  ardent 
em otions and cold arjns cannot expect to w in ’ .”  (N . Y. Times, A ug . 
20, 1944).

I t  is  now apparent th a t w ha t the K re m lin  opposes is no t the 
“ prem atureness”  o f the insurrection , its  lack o f coord ination w ith  
the  action o f the Red A rm y , o r even its  leadership by the m il ita ry  
representatives o f the London “ governm ent” — bu t the ve ry  idea o f 
the insurrection  its e lf. And n o t on ly  in  W arsaw , b u t anywhere. That 
is w h a t becomes c rys ta l c lear i f  th is  Pravda dispatch is s tripped o f 
its  casu is try

O bviously, the W arsaw  insurgents, o r any o ther insurgents fo r  
th a t m a tte r, would no t propose to  ca rry  th rou gh  such an action

The W arsaw S urrender
CpThe A llie s , w h ile  do ing no th in g  seriously to in te rfe re  w ith  the 

be traya l o f the W arsaw  up ris in g , n a tu ra lly  took advantage o f the 
u p ris in g  to  streng then th e ir  d ip lom atic  position  as aga inst th a t of 
the K rem lin .

3. S ta lin ’s po licy  was c lea rly  aimed a t the a t t r it io n  o f the 
up ris ing .

4. The be traya l o f the insurrection , fo llow ed by the stalem ate 
a t W arsaw  up to the present, appears to have been a d irec t blow to 
the Red A rm y  even in a s tr ic t ly  m il ita ry  sense. I t  ce rta in ly  was a 
blow aga inst the defense o f the Soviet U n ion in  the broader po litica l 
sense. In deserting the W arsaw  insurrection  and p e rm ittin g  i t  to be 
crushed by  the Nazis, S ta lin  was a p p ly ing  a s tra teg y  directed a t 
n ip p in g  in the bud every m an ifes ta tion  o f the fe rm e n t w h ich is 
developing in to  the European revo lu tion .

5. Defense o f the Soviet Un ion today, means in the f irs t  place 
defense o f the European revo lu tion  aga inst the im p e ria lis ts  and the 
coun te r-revo lu tionary  S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

6. The successful development o f the European revo lu tion , w ith  
the com ing defeat o f Nazi Germ any, can be assured on ly  by the 
independent revo lu tiona ry  action o f the masses. The f irs t  task in 
th a t d irection  is the bu ild in g  o f s trong  T ro ts k y is t parties in every 
coun try  under the banner o f the S oc ia lis t Revolution.

Workers Formed Backbone 
Of Uprising in Warsaw

The leading role o f the w orkers in the W arsaw  insurrec­
tion  la s t A ug ust is the subject o f a re p o rt in  the la te s t issue 
o f “ Boland F igh ts ,”  organ o f the Polish Labor G roup pub* 
lished in New Y ork . O rganized under the leadership o f the 
Underground Trade Union Council and the C entra l E xecu tive  
Com m ittee o f the BPS (P o lish  coun te rpa rt o f the B r it is h  
Labor P a r ty ) , the w orkers “ were the backbone o f the f ig h t­
ing  du ring  the W arsaw up ris ing , as w e ll as th roughou t oc­
cupied Poland, long before open w a rfa re  began in  W arsaw ,”  
the pub lica tion  states.

The same source indicates th a t the in su rg en t Polish w o rk ­
ers derived much o f th e ir  in sp ira tio n  from  revo lu tiona ry  
battles o f the past and named th e ir  f ig h tin g  o rgan iza tions 
a fte r  popu lar revo lu tiona ry  heroes. Thus the underground 
in fa n try  d iv is ion  which fo u g h t in  the  Z o libo rz  d is tr ic t  o f 
W arsaw bore the name o f Romuald T ra u g u tt, leader o f the 
Polish insurrection  against C za ris t Russia in  1863. A  d iv is ion 
opera ting  in the cen tra l d is tr ic t  o f W arsaw  went by the 
name o f S tefan O krze ja , w ork ing-c lass hero in the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  year 1905, who was hanged in  the W arsaw C itadel 
by the C zarist au thorities .

Delegates o f the W arsaw insurgents, on th e ir  way to  surrender 
to the Nazis, w a lk  down the bom b-gutted streets between bu ild ­
ings th a t are ho llow  shells.

“ inadequately arm ed”  o r on ly  w ith  th e ir  “ ardent emotions and cold 
arm s.”  I t  was ju s t because they expected adequate arm s fro m  the 
Red A rm y  a t the gates o f th e ir  c ity  th a t the W arsaw  masses under­
took th e ir  insurrection . I t  was ju s t because o f its  approach th a t 
th e ir  emotions became ardent.

B y condemning insurrections in  general (do they  dare repeat i t  
s t i l l  a f te r  the events in P aris  and A th e n s? ), the K re m lin  o liga rchy 
m ere ly sought to  cover up its  coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  be traya l o f the 
W arsaw  masses. A c tu a lly , the K re m lin  disclosed its  rea l m otiva tion  
— fe a r o f the revo lu tiona ry  masses in  arm s— and its  own c rim ina l 
conduct. I f  they tho ugh t a ll a long th a t insurrections are “ doomed 
to fa ilu re ”  then how can th e ir  repeated broadcast appeals to W arsaw 
fo r  an u p ris in g  be characterized otherw ise than as c rim ina l 
provocation ?

8. F rom  a ju x ta p o s itio n  o f the tw o lines— before and a fte r  the 
insurrec tion  began— another im p o rta n t fa c t emerges: The appeals 
over the rad io  were intended on ly to  take advantage o f the Polish 
mass d iscontent w ith  the  po licy  o f the n a tio n a lis t and social- 
dem ocratic leaders. The invasion o f Poland by jo in t  agreem ent w ith  
H it le r  in  1939 and the  subsequent bureaucratic suppression o f w o rk ­
ers’ r ig h ts  in the Soviet-occupied te r r ito ry  had undoubtedly driven the 
W arsaw  w orkers  fu r th e r  over to  the side o f the na tio n a lis t 
demagogues and th e ir  social-dem ocratic henchmen. U nder the  im ­
petus o f the Red A rm y  v ic to ries  aga inst the W ehrm acht, however, 
the revo lu tiona ry  asp ira tions o f the masses p robab ly  rose and 
clashed w ith  th e ir  allegiance to  leaders who were kowtowung to 
the A llie d  im peria lis ts . The K re m lin  sought to  u tiliz e  th is  s itua tion  
fo r  its  own coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  purposes.

W arsaw G ot O n ly  T o k e n  A id
9. The A ng lo -A m erican im p e ria lis ts , were n a tu ra lly  no t averse 

to u t il iz in g  the insurrection  fo r  th e ir  own reac tiona ry  purposes, th a t 
is, to w in  the Polish masses over to  the idea o f a Poland w ith in  
th e ir  “ sphere o f in fluence.”  To th is  end, the y  rushed “ token a id ”  
to W arsaw , in  the fo rm  o f meagre supplies— bu t no t u n t il three 
w'eeks o f unaided s trugg le  had passed. To th is  same end the y  made 
the gesture o f requesting the K re m lin  fo r  bases in  Soviet te r r ito ry  
fo r  alleged use to supply the insurgents. W hen tw o  thousand Polish 
paratroopers in  E ngland volunteered to go to  W arsaw , th e ir  request 
was denied. “ Token a id ,”  on the other hand, W'as sent by Moscow’ 
also, la te  in September, when the insu rrec tion  had a lready v ir tu a lly  
bled to death. O n ly when i t  became obvious th a t the insu rrec tion  was 
crushed did the Red A rm y  resum e its  advance on W arsaw , which to 
th is  day is s t i l l  in  Nazi hands. T h is  fa c t requires fu r th e r  scru tiny  
when w-e reca ll th a t, on the  day the insurrection  broke out, even 
the S ta lin is t press was re p o rtin g  th a t the N azis were evacuating 
W arsaw .

10. R egard ing w h a t happened inside the Polish underground, 
inside Warsaw', in fo rm a tio n  is  s t i l l  ve ry  sparse. B u t tw o isolated 
item s are w o rth  our a tten tion . The f irs t  is taken fro m  the London 
Tribune, and reads as fo llow s :

“ The Polish o ffic ia l d a ily  accuses the Lu b lin  P a trio ts  (S ta lin is t 
“ N a tion a l Council” ) o f hav ing  disarm ed and in te rned w'hole detach­
ments o f the Polish Home A rm y  th a t w'ere rush in g  fro m  the 
provinces to Warsaw? to  assist the  insurgents. The names o f the 
detachments, th e ir  numbers, the places where they  were disarm ed 
have been published. W ha t w i l l  the L u b lin  com m ander-in -chie f— 
General Rola Z ym ie rsk i— re p ly  to  th is ? ”

K re m lin  M a in ta in s  G u ilty  S ilence
O f course, no re p ly  has been made to the charge. Silence here 

too indicates th a t there is some tru th  in it .  I f  th a t is so, i t  po in ts 
to  the fa c t th a t the W arsaw  insurrection  m ust have aroused a I 
tremendous response in the ru ra l sectors o f Poland, in p a rtic u la r 
in  te r r ito ry  a lready occupied by the Red A rm y . The action o f the 
K rem lin , i f  th is  is verified , was then no t on ly  confined to  passive 
be traya l but amounted to  active assistance in  suppressing the in ­
surrection .

F in a lly , in  the B r it is h  anarch is t period ica l, W ar Com m entary 
(O ctober), we find the fo llo w in g  item :

“ . . . a decree . . . issued by the Polish c iv i l au tho ritie s  du ring  
the f irs t  days (o f the insu rrec tio n ) procla im ed con tro l o f the 
factories by w o rke rs ’ councils. T h is  was a c lear ind ica tion  th a t the 
workers had a lready taken over.”

The period ica l does no t g ive its  source fo r  th is  in fo rm a tio n , 
so i t  is d if f ic u lt  to  check. B u t should i t  prove to be true , i t  u'ould 
po in t to the ve ry  heart o f the  whole po licy  o f the counter-revo lu­
tio n a ry  K re m lin  gang in the W arsaw  tragedy.

Even so, an exam ination o f the known fac ts  pe rm its  us a lready 
to d raw  our conclusions:

1. A lth o u g h  the co n flic t over “ spheres o f in fluence”  betu’een 
the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  and the S ta lin is t bureaucracy played a ro le 
in de te rm in ing  the po licy  tow a rd  the W arsaw  insurrec tion , i t  was 
not the decisive fac to r. T h is  c o n flic t had e ffe c t on ly  in so fa r as each 
side attem pted to exp lo it the revo lu tio n a ry  asp ira tions o f the Polish 
masses to underm ine the prestige  o f the other.

2. The decisive fa c to r m aking  fo r  the po licy o f be tra y in g  the 
insurrec tion  was fe a r o f the European revo lu tion , o f the independent 
action o f the masses. Both sides share th is  fe a r equa lly  and no doubt 
have had basic agreem ent on po licy since the Teheran conference. 
Basic agreem ent, however, does no t preclude jo ckey in g  fo r  position 
among them . In  the case o f the W arsaw  insurrec tion , the th re a t of 
revo lu tiona ry  action was o f m ore im m ediate concern to the K rem lin .

SWP Convention Initiates Big 
Program For Party Expansion

(Continued fro m  page 1)

movement- o f th is  coun try  has 
never seen a more serious, de ter­
mined and dem ocratic ga thering . 
R e flec ting  the p ro le ta rian  com­
position o f the T ro ts k y is t pa rty , 
the m a jo r ity  o f the rank and file  
delegates and leaders a t the con­
vention were tested trade union 
m ilita n ts  fro m  the key  industries 
and in d u s tr ia l areas o f the na­
tion . They represented a cross- 
section o f the m ost m atured, 
seasoned and conscious m ilita n ts  
in the A m erican labo r movement 
and th e ir  views and decisions 
were based upon a firs t-hand  
knowledge o f the moods and d i­
rection o f the w o rk in g  class.

M A R X IS T  A N A L Y S IS

The new and g rea te r tasks un ­
dertaken in the convention p ro­
g ram  o f expansion were based 
upon a M a rx is t analysis o f the 
present position and p rogram  o f 
A m erican im peria lism , the com­
in g  economic and social cris is  o f 
Am erican cap ita lism  and the 
g ro w in g  s trugg les o f the w o rk ­
ers aga inst the wage-slashing, 
un ion-busting , mass unem ploy­
m ent program  o f B ig  Business.

This analysis, and the perspec­
tives and p rogram  o f w o rk in g  
class action flo w in g  fro m  it ,  was 
set fo r th  in  the reso lu tion on the 
“ U n ited  States and the Second 
W orld  W a r”  unan im ously adopt­
ed by the convention. The g ro w ­
in g  reaction o f cap ita lism  and its  
ruth less assault upon the w o rk ­
ing  class w il l  lead to m a jo r class 
con flic ts . In  these con flic ts , the 
tra n s itio n a l p rogram  o f demands 
pu t fo rw a rd  by the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  w i l l  w in  ever 
g rea te r sym pathetic  response 
and support fro m  the organized 
workers. Th is response w il l  take 
the fo rm  in  the next period o f 
a tremendous advance in  the p o li­
t ic a l consciousness o f labor, which 
w ill be expressed in the move­
ment fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f an in ­
dependent labo r p a rty .

T H E  NEGRO S TRUG G LE

As an in te g ra l p a rt o f the com­
ing  upsurge o f labor, w i l l  be the 
s trugg le  o f the Negro masses fo r  
fu ll equa lity . The Negro s trug  
gle w ill be a decisive aspect o f 
the w o rk in g  class s trugg le  against 
ca p ita lis t reaction, which intends 
to in te n s ify  rac ia l con flic ts  and 
the in do c trina tio n  o f race hatred 
as p a rt and parcel o f its  m eth­
od “ d iv ide  and r  u 1 e.”  The 
rep o rt on the tasks and perspec­
tives o f the T ro ts k y is t vanguard 
in advancing the s trugg le  fo r  Ne­
gro  equa lity  was delivered by 
Charles Jackson. The convention 
ins tructed  the incom ing N a tiona l 
Com m ittee to  embody th is  rep o rt 
in a reso lu tion to  fo rm  the basis 
fo r  the fu tu re  w o rk  o f the p a rty

in f ig h tin g  fo r  the fu l l  emancipa­
tion  o f the N egro people.

As M arx is ts , and the re fo re  gen­
uine in te rna tiona lis ts , the con­
vention o f w orker-B olsheviks, 
elected to represent the  ranks o f 
the p a r ty  placed f irs t  on the 
agenda the discussion and adop­
tio n  o f a reso lu tion defin ing the 
in te rna tiona l perspectives a n d 
tasks o f the revo lu tiona ry  van­
guard. T h is  c lim axed a tw o- 
m onths’ pre-convention discussion, 
which in accordance w ith  the 
tra d itio n a l dem ocratic practice of 
the T ro ts k y is t movement, had 
been held th rou gh ou t the ranks 
o f the p a rty  and d u rin g  which a ll 
views were fu l ly  and fre e ly  de­
bated by the en tire  p a rty  m ember­
ship.

P O L IT IC A L  R E S O LU T IO N
The purpose o f the in te rn a ­

tio n a l p o lit ic a l reso lu tion, which 
had been d ra fte d  by the ou tgo ing 
N a tio n a l Com m ittee, was to re a f­
firm  the p o lit ic a l line  o f the res­
o lu tion  adopted by the  October, 
1943 p lenary  m eeting o f the N a ­
tio n a l Com m ittee and to  a m p lify  
and extend the reso lu tion  in  the 
lig h t  o f w o rld  p o lit ic a l develop­
ments d u rin g  the year since the 
NC  Plenum was held. The task 
o f the convention was to deter­
m ine the correctness o f the p re v i­
ously-adopted perspectives and 
prognoses and to  see i f  they had 
stood up under the tes t o f liv in g  
events.

T R O T S K Y IS M  A D V A N C IN G
The discussion revolved around 

the reso lu tion  subm itted to  the 
convention w ith  the endorsement 
o f the m a jo r ity  o f the NC  P le­
num held on the eve o f the con­
vention. T h is  reso lu tion took as 
its  po in t o f departure the revo­
lu tio n a ry  mass upsurge in  E u r­
ope which now dom inates the en­
t ire  in te rna tiona l scene and the 
m ag n ificen t perspectives wh ich 
have unfolded fo r  the re vo lu tion ­
a ry  soc ia lis t movement. The res­
o lu tion  was adopted by an over­
w helm ing vote o f the convention.

The h ig h lig h t o f the conven­
tion was the in s p ir in g  o rgan iza­
tiona l re p o rt delivered by M. Stein, 
ac ting  na tiona l secretary. This 
report, wh ich b rough t the con­
vention to  a peak o f enthusiasm, 
revealed b ig  gains a ll a long the 
line o f the T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza­
tion . The ra te  o f recru itm en t in 
the past year has been 50 per 
cent g rea te r than in the previous 
period. The M il ita n t  since A p r i l 
has experienced a n ine -fo ld  in ­
crease in  subscrip tions. The p ro ­
le ta rian  com position o f the p a rty  
has been strengthened because 
rec ru itm en t has come ve ry  la rg e ­
ly  fro m  the ranks o f tested union 
m ilita n ts .

The ideas and tra n s itio n a l slo­
gans o f the T ro tsky is ts  have pen­
etra ted more deeply in to  the

Am erican w o rk in g  class. Slogans 
fo r  resc ind ing the no -s trike  
pledge, fo r  w ith d ra w in g  the la ­
bor members fro m  the W ar L a ­
bor Board, and fo r  the b u ild in g  
o f an independent la bo r p a rty  
are a lready the f ig h tin g  slogans 
o f w ide sections o f A m erican o r­
ganized labor.

The general o rgan iza tiona l re ­
port, w h ich was unan im ously 
adopted by the convention, was 
supplemented by reports  o f the 
heads o f the various o rgan iza­
tiona l departm ents, labor defense, 
press, publications and education. 
Each o f these reports  s treng then­
ed the p ic tu re  o f the p a r ty  as a 
g ro w in g  force, w ith  tremendous 
energy fo r  the fu lf il lm e n t o f its  
m ission.

B u t the m ost g raph ic  p ic tu re  
o f the p a rty  in  action was given 
du rin g  the day-long discussion on 
organ iza tiona l a c tiv itie s  by the 
convention delegates. U n ion m il­
itan ts  and p a r ty  ac tiv is ts  fro m  
27 areas reported on th e ir  work 
and accom plishm ents fo r  the 
past period. These reports  con­
firm ed the soundness o f the T ro t­
s ky is t p rogram , the increasing 
re c e p tiv ity  o f the w orkers  to  th is  
program , the devotion o f the p a r­
ty  ranks. O ptim ism  and revo lu ­
tio n a ry  de term ination  was the 
dom inant mood o f the delegates.

P A R T Y  B U ILD E R S
W orkers fro m  steel, auto, m a r­

itim e, ra ilw a y  tra n s p o rt and 
m any o ther m a jo r industries rec­
ounted th e ir  experiences in the 
class s trugg le  and the bu ild ing  
o f the p a rty . Am ong them  was 
a h igh  percentage o f women 
w orkers, who have played an ex­
em p la ry  ro le in assum ing the ad­
d itio n a l tasks o f the p a r ty  which 
fe l l  on th e ir  shoulders as the res­
u lt  o f the h igh percentage of 
male members now in  the armed 
forces.

A  m a jo r task  o f the convention 
was the election o f a new na­
tion a l com m ittee. W ith  bu t three 
changes, the members o f the
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previous na tiona l com m ittee were 
unanim ously reelected. T h is  ac­
tion , toge ther w ith  the unan im ­
ous adoption o f the organ iza tion  
repo rt, expressed the apprecia­
tion  o f the p a r ty  ranks fo r  the 
w ork o f the p a rty  leadership du r­
in g  the past period and confid­
ence in  its  a b ili ty  to measure up 
to  the g re a te r tasks ahead.

A m ong the im p o rta n t actions 
o f the convention was the  send­
ing o f messages o f s o lid a r ity  to 
the 12 im prisoned SW P leaders, 
to Comrade N a ta lia  T ro tsky , 
w idow  o f Leon T ro tsky , and to 
T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza tions in  Can­
ada, E ng land, Europe and else­
where. The convention expressed 
its  f irm  de te rm ina tion  to  live  up 
to the ob liga tions o f in te rn a tio n ­
al s o lid a r ity  in  every sense.

A  M E M O R A B LE  E V E N T

A n ou tstand ing fea tu re  o f the 
convention, and one w hich w i l l  
live  long in  the  m em ory o f the 
delegates, was the Convention 
Banquet held S atu rday n ig h t. 
Here the w a rm th  o f comradeship 
in  a common g re a t cause was 
fu l ly  expressed. A  p rogram  o f 
en te rta inm en t de ligh ted the del­
egates. The en tire  convention a r­
rangem ents, in c lud in g  the hous­
ing  and feeding o f delegates and 
the scores o f fra te rn a l v is ito rs  
fro m  ou t-o f-tow n, was a b l y  
handled by the New Y o rk  Local 
o f the SWP.

As the convention adjourned 
w ith  the rous ing  mass s in g in g  o f 
the in te rn a tio n a l p ro le ta rian  ba t­
tle-song, “ The In te rn a tio n a l,”  ev­
e ry  delegate fe lt  imbued w ith  
the desire to go ou t in to  the 
w o rk in g  class, to b r in g  the p ro­
gram  o f T ro tsky ism  to the  mass­
es, and to place the banner o f 
the S ocia lis t W orkers P a rty  in  the 
fo re fro n t o f the h is to ric  labor 
s trugg les th a t in the com ing per­
iod w il l  l i f t  the A m erican w o rk ­
ers to  th e ir  fee t in  a v ic to rious 
march tow a rd  socia lis t emancipa­
tion .
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B y V . G rey

Belgian Workers Resist Allied Puppet Regime 
In M ilitant Demonstrations To Maintain Arms

U nder Socialism , take i t  a ll in  a ll, w e’l l  ge t paid according to 
how much we produce. M aybe you th in k  th a t ’s how we ge t pa id  now. 
I f  you do, you ’re w rong . U nder cap ita lism  we produce cotton, wheat 
and o ther th in gs , on ly  to p low  them  under and destroy them  in 
depressions. D u rin g  c a p ita lis t wars we pi'oduce steel and ships by 
the  m illio ns  o f tons so they can be blown sky h igh. In  o ther words 
the  producer (the  w o rk ingm an) isn ’t  benefited according to  how 
much he produces.

“ B u t i f  we ge t paid according to  w h a t we produce, under socia l­
ism , does th a t mean w e’l l  have the p iece-work system ?”

N o , i t  doesn’t. In  the f irs t  place, p iece-work doesn’t  pay you 
according to w h a t you produce. I t  on ly  seems to  do th a t. Y ou usua lly  
take home a l i t t le  more money when you’re on piece w o rk  than 
when you ’re  on a h a lf-w a y  decent day-ra te  in  a d iffe re n t shop. 
T h a t’s true . You ge t a m iserable, so-called “ bonus”  fo r  s tra in in g  
you r guts to  produce five tim es as much as you w ould on day-w ork. 
I f  you ’re ve ry  lu cky  you w ind up w ith  maybe tw ice  you r lousy day- 
ra te  fo r  th is  five tim es g rea te r output. A nd i f  you k ic k  fo r  more 
dough, the y ’l l  ju s t te ll you to p u t out a l i t t le  more. They ’l l  do i t  
every tim e.

P ie cew o rk  E nriches  t he Bosses
Sure you can pu t ou t more i f  you don’t  m ind los ing  a finge r now 

and then, o r busting  a gu t. E ve ry  so often  some m irac le  w o rk in g  
sc issor-b ill fo rge ts  he has to do the job every, day in  the year fo r  a 
fe w  years ye t before he dies, and he does tw e n ty  o r th ir t y  per cent 
m ore than anyone else ever d id ! W e ll, you know  w h a t happens. The 
tim e -s tud y  man, o r one o f h is stooges, saunters around, stands 
behind a post o r som eth ing and clocks the job a ll over again.

Oh sure ! eve ry th in g  is on the up and up. B ut you notice nobody 
gets r ich  on the piece-work system — except the  owners. Even i f  i t  
were on the level, and the pieces you had to do to  make day-ra te  
were a reasonable, w alk ing-pace, day’s w ork, and you could always 
make tw ice  as much money by do ing tw ice as much w ork, you’d 
s t i l l  be fu r th e r  behind the e igh t-ba ll, compared to  the b ig  bosses. 
They make a nice p ro fit  when you do an o rd in a ry  day’s w ork. When 
you double the w o rk  they make more than double the p ro fit. They 
don’t  have to  pay any more fo r  lig h t,  they don’t  pay any more fo r  
re n t o r bu ild in g  depreciation, they don’t  pay much more fo r  power— 
and they  pay even less money ou t in guaranteed “ day-bonuses”  
where they have th a t set-up. So the boss doubles h is w ea lth  fa s te r 
than  you double yo u r wages— always supposing he le ts  you double 
them , and the piece-rate never changes.

A c tu a lly , p iece-work is no t a “ bonus”  system, b u t a pena lty 
system. H ere ’s the w ay the tim e  s tudy man figures i t  out. Say i t ’s 
a press job. W ell, the press does 400 h its  an hour when i t ’s go ing 
steady on the au tom atic  con tro l. H e ’l l  figu re  th a t i f  you ge t the 
whole 400 h its  you can have a d o lla r and a h a lf  an hour. ( “ A nd 
th a t ’s ce rta in ly  a w onderfu l wage fo r  a w o rk ingm an ,”  he th in ks  w ith  
a p u f f  on his f ifty -c e n t c ig a r) . T h a t’s tw elve do lla rs  fo r  e ig h t hours.

W hat T he  Speed-up Means
O f course you take fifteen  m inutes o f f  fo r  lunch. T h a t costs you 

th irty -seve n  and a h a lf cents. F ive  m inutes fo r  a sandwich a t ten 
o’clock costs tw e lve  and a h a lf  cents. Tw elve and h a lf  cents more 
i f  you go to  the to ile t  d u rin g  the day. Twelve and a h a lf  cents 
every tim e  you w a it  five m inutes fo r  the crane o r the tru ck . And 
ye gods! Seventy-five cents w h ile  you h u rry  lik e  h e ll to  replace a 
broken punch. You have to go to the machine shop o r the storeroom  
fo r  a new one. W e ll, you end the day w ith  $9 .87^ . You go to  sleep 
in  the bus go ing home and you r hand shakes when you lig h t  a 
c iga re tte  b u t s t i l l  i t ’s “ good money.”  B ro ther, we’re  no t go ing to 
have th a t k ind  o f “ good m oney”  under socialism .

U nde r socialism , i t ’s no t go ing to cost tw e lve  and a h a lf  cents 
to  take a smoke. You w on’t  be curs ing  the crane man, y e llin g  a t the 
hooker and ready to  sock the tru c k  d r iv e r fo r  “ ho ld ing you up.”  You 
w on’t  figu re  they are ta k in g  money ou t o f you r pocket. Each in e f­
fic iency o f the fa c to ry  w on’t  be charged up to  you personally, and 
taken  ou t o f you r check, the w ay i t  is now. I f  a machine is broken, 
i t ’s usua lly  not you r fa u lt .  A nd even i f  i t  is, you can manage to 
correct the  fa u lt  when somebody shows you the troub le . So w hy 
should our w o rke rs ’ society blam e you and take i t  out o f your hide 
in  the fo rm  o f a piece-work pena lty?

Piece-work is a method o f g e ttin g  the last ounce of energy out 
o f the w orker, as everybody knows. C ap ita lis ts  employ i t  more and 
m ore because they hate to  get be tte r m achinery th a t w i l l  produce 
w ith  less e f fo r t  fro m  the w orker. M ach inery gets more complex 
and more expensive every year. Then too, a ll the b ig  cap ita lis ts  
have the same m achinery, more o r less. There ’s no p ro fit in  the 
machine its e lf.  They make th e ir  p ro fits  on w hat they sweat out o f 
labor.

S ocia lism  Means P ro d u c tio n  F o r Use
B u t the soc ia lis t system is a m a tte r o f production, no t p ro fits . 

U nder Socialism  you make cotton in to  c lo th  instead o f p low ing  i t  
under, you make steel in to  tools o f peace-time production  instead o f 
le tt in g  the p lan ts  fa l l  to pieces between c a p ita lis t wars. U nder 
Socialism  our “ wages”  w i l l  be determ ined ve ry  d if fe re n t ly  fro m  the 
w ay the c a p ita lis t p ro fits  are today. One ca p ita lis t w ants to un­
dersell the other, so he has to  produce more cheaply. T h a t means 
m ore production. T h a t means sweat and piece-work. Then the re ’s 
m ore production than people can buy. T h a t means shut-down and 
la y o ff.

Under Socialism , the w orkers  o f one fa c to ry  w i l l  cooperate w ith  
those o f the o ther so they w on’t  produce more hats than shoes, o r 
more autos than  there  are fa m ilie s  to use them , etc. T hey ’d fee l like  
damn foo ls i f  they did th a t. S cissorb ill Sam m ig h t p a t h im se lf on 
the back i f  two m illio n  bird-cages were made fo r  one m illio n  canaries. 
B u t nobody else would.

People would w ork. B ut no t w ith  every la s t ounce o f physical 
energy. You need energy to th in k , also. I t  takes energy fo r  a 
w ork ingm an o r woman to be w ide-awake and see easier ways to 
produce— be tte r methods— be tte r machines. They also need to  know 
th a t these ideas w ill no t be used against them (by  a lte r in g  the piece- 
ra te ). They need to  know th a t every increase in production means 
an increase in the well-be ing o f a ll. A n d  under Socialism  they w ill 
know  it .

(Continued from page 1)

aga inst the Nazis and who lib e r­
ated Brussels its e lf.

T h is  m ig h ty  mass dem onstra­
tion  on Sunday was the c lim ax 
o f the p o lit ic a l c ris is  w h ich  has 
been convuls ing the coun try  fo r  
m ore than a week. I t  coincided 
w ith  the  governm ent’s deadline 
dem anding compliance w ith  its  
o rder th a t the w orkers d isarm . 
The w orkers came out in to  the 
streets on Thursday o f la s t week, 
s tag ing  one dem onstra tion a fte r  
another in  an g ry  pro test. They 
held th e ir  parades and meetings 
in  defiance o f governm ent regu la­
tions fo rb id d in g  mass meetings.

A t  the he ig h t o f the mass move­
m ent Thursday n ig h t about 2,000 
ang ry  men and women, some o f 
them  armed, pushed th e ir  way 
in to  the  C irque Royale fo r  a 
m eeting th a t the au tho rities  had 
expressly p roh ib ited . A m id  a 
g re a t tu m u lt the crowd cheered 
three S ta lin is t members o f the 
cabinet who, under pow erfu l mass 
pressure, had ju s t  been forced to 
res ign and express ob jection to 
the governm ent’s po licy.

The same mass pressure also 
forced the ousting  o f the Police 
Chief o f the B e lg ian Gendar­
merie, Gen. Gustave B ou rg ing- 
non, who resigned fo llo w in g  his 
in a b ility  to  p reven t the demon­
s tra tio n  th a t had been banned by 
the governm ent. The General, 
who was re tire d  by  P ie r lo t w ith  
f u l l  honors and pension r ig h ts , 
argued th a t his “ to le rance”  m ay 
have spared Brussels grave in c i­
dents.

g o v e r n m e n t  v a c i l l a t e s

T his  o ffic ia l a ttitu d e  o f “ to le r­
ance”  flow ed’ in  re a lity  e ithe r 
from  the governm ent’s lack o f 
power o r else fro m  the fa c t tha t 
i t  was no t ye t prepared to  come 
in to  arm ed c o n flic t w ith  the 
aroused w orkers. Moreover, ac­
cord ing to  the N. Y . T im es, the 
revo lu tiona ry  feve r has spread in 
the police force its e lf. “ Even the 
gendarmes cannot be com plete ly 
ob jective,”  cabled the T im es cor­
respondent on Nov. 19.

The consternation, fea r and 
panic pervad ing governm ent 
c ircles in  the  face o f the counter­
offensive o f the  masses could be 
c lea rly  observed on Wednesday 
o f th a t week when about 2,500 
members o f the Resistance Move­
m ent paraded outside the govern­
m ent b u ild in g  on Rue de la  F o i 
w ith  placards denouncing the 
P ie r lo t governm ent and ca llin g  
fo r  the P rem ie r’s resignation .

“ W ith in  the P arliam en t b u ild ­
ings and the Cabinet offices could 
be seen clusters o f anxious office

holders,”  reports  the N . Y . Times!*) 
correspondent, “ con fe rrin g  w ith  
th e ir  colleagues and p o lit ic ­
a l m entors on w hether to  r is k  a 
change o f governm ent a t th is  
tim e .”

A L L IE D  P R O C LA M A T IO N
M eanwhile the rea l ru le rs  o f 

the country , the  A ng lo -A m erican 
conquerors, who had been prod­
d ing  P ie r lo t fro m  behind the 
scenes, issued a public proc lam ­
a tion  approv ing  the disarm am ent 
o f the Resistance Forces. On be­
h a lf o f the A llie d  Supreme Com­
mand, Gen. W. E. J. E rskine, head 
o f the A llie d  M il i ta ry  M ission in 
Belg ium , s tated th a t he “ g re a tly  
hopes th a t no disorders w i l l  re ­
su lt fro m  the app lica tion  o f these 
measures, bu t, i f  the y  were to  
occur, A ll ie d  m il ita ry  forces, a t 
the request o f the Government, 
would assist in  res to ring  la w  and 
order.”

IM P E R IA L IS T  A IM S
In  B elg ium , as in France, the 

A llie d  leaders are exe rting  the 
u tm ost pressure upon the govern­
m ent to  deprive the insurgent 
masses o f th e ir  arm s in  order to  
prevent a revo lu tiona ry  show­
down w ith  the cap ita lis ts  and 
th e ir  p u tr id  regim e. T h is  is 
fra n k ly  adm itted  by the cap ita l­
is t  press correspondents— in  th is  
country.

In  France, however, as the N. 
Y. T im es re p o rte r po in ts out, the 
p a r t played by the A llie s  in  th e ir  
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  conspiracy 
is “ never mentioned in  public or 
in  p r in t . ”  (N ov. 20). B ut, th is  
same rep o rte r states, the A llie s  
would p lay  the same ro le  “ in  the 
fu tu re , in a s itua tion  as acute as 
th a t in B e lg ium .”

Such are the aims o f the A llie d  
im p e ria lis ts  and th e ir  ca p ita lis t 
associates in  B e lg ium  today: to 
d isarm  the w orkers by tr icke ry , 
i f  possible, and b y  fo rce  i f  neces­
sary, in  order to  p ro tec t the 
shaken c a p ita lis t system against 
the r is in g  offensive o f the re­
vo lu tio n a ry  masses, to  set up and 
support the  m ost ru th less m il i t ­
a ry  d ic ta torsh ips, and thereby 
d rive  the people back in to  serv­
itude and ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion , 
and sacrifice on the bloody a lta r  
o f im p e ria lis t w ar.

The P ie r lo t cabinet, hand-p ick­
ed by the A llie d  invaders, is ob­
v ious ly  a mere puppet in  the la t ­
te r ’s hands. In  the present revo lu ­
tio n a ry  events, the P ie r lo t cab­
ine t can depend ne ithe r on its  
own arm ed forces, nor on its  own 
police force. The A llie d  au tho r­
i t y  is the sole re liab le  m il ita ry  
power o f the counter-revo lu tion . 
The on ly  rea l in te rna l forces th a t

B e lg ia n  Resistance F ig h te r

A  fig h te r  o f the B elg ian Resistance forces, his r i f le  s lung 
over his shoulder, shows the de te rm ina tion  o f the armed people 
to ca rry  on th e ir  s trugg le  fo r  social libe ra tion .
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Com ing back on the bus fro m  
G illespie to  Chicago— I reca ll i t  
ve ry  d is tin c tly  —  I  read news­
paper accounts o f the appo in t­
m ent o f H it le r  as Chancellor by 
P resident H indenburg . I  had the 
fee lin g  then, a t th a t moment, 
th a t th in gs  were beg inn ing  to 
break. The stagnation, the stale­
m ate in  the w o rld  labo r move­
m ent was b reaking w ide open. 
Th ings were m oving to  a show­
down. W e were fu l ly  ready to  
take our p a r t in  the new s itu a ­
tion . As I  checked the reports 
the o ther day, p repa ring  m y notes 
fo r  th is  lecture, its  seemed to  me 
th a t th is  action o f our League, 
our reaching ou t fo r  the f irs t  
tim e  to  p a rtic ip a te  in  a w orkers ’ 
mass m eeting in  G illespie, I l l i ­
nois, was sym bolic o f our a ttune- 
m ent to  the new period. Our ac­
tion  was unconsciously synchron­
ized w ith  the break-up o f the 
sta lem ate in  Germ any. We were 
like  ath letes, tra ined  and poised 
fo r  action, bu t restra ined by ex­
te rna l d ifficu ltie s  and unable to 
move fo rw a rd . Then suddenly a 
new s itua tion  opened up and we 
leaped in to  it .

O ur f irs t  reaction to the Ger­
man events was to ca ll a mass 
m eeting in  New Y o rk . F o r a 
long tim e  we had abandoned the 
idea o f mass m eetings because 
the masses wouldn ’t  come. The 
best we could do was to hold 
sm all open forum s, lectures, c ir ­
cle ga therings, etc. T h is  tim e 
we essayed a mass m eeting 
S tuyvesant Casino, F ebruary  4, 
1933. “ The M eaning o f the Ger­
man E ven ts”  w ith  Schachtman 
and Cannon as speakers. The 
rep o rt in  The M ilita n t said th a t 
500 people tu rned out to  our mass 
meeting.

We sounded the a larm  on the 
im pending showdown between fas 
cism and Com m unism  in  Ger 
many. Then, w h ile  the issues 
were so acute, every day in Ger 
m any w itness ing new develop 
ments, we did  an absolute ly un 
precedented th in g  fo r  a group so 
sm all as ours. W e transfo rm ed

our w eekly M il ita n t  —  by th a t 
tim e  i t  had become a w eekly — 
and b rough t i t  ou t three tim es a 
week, each issue b laz ing  away 
w ith  the message o f T ro tsky ism  
on the events in  Germany. I f  you 
should ask me how we did i t  I  

ou ldn’t  be able to  exp la in. B u t 
we did- it .  I t  wasn’t  possible, bu t 
there is a saying among T ro ts k y ­
ists th a t in  tim es o f cris is  you 
do no t do w h a t is possible, bu t 

h a t is necessary. A nd we 
though t i t  necessary to break out 
o f our rou tine  discussions and 
c ritic ism s o f the  S ta lin is ts , to  do 
som eth ing to  shock the  whole 
w o rkers ’ movem ent in to  rea liz ing  
how fa te fu l fo r  the whole w orld  
were the happenings in  Germany. 
We wanted to  ca ll a ll workers, 
and especially (he Com m unist 
workers, to a tten tion . We speed­
ed up our tempo. WTe began to 
shout, to  sound the a larm . Our 
comrades ran to every m eeting 
they could find, to  every s lig h t­
est ga thering  o f w orkers, w ith  
bundles o f The M ilita n t,  under 
th e ir arms, shouting a t the top of 
th e ir  voices: “ Read The M il i
ta n t! ”  “ Read the t ru th  about 
G erm any!”  “ Read w hat T ro tsky  
says!”

O ur slogan d u rin g  the German 
events was: The U n ited  F ro n t of 
the W orkers ’ O rgan iza tions and 
B a ttle  to the D eath! The S ta lin ­
is ts  and the Social Dem ocrats re ­
jected the un ited f ro n t  in  Ger­
many. They both pretend o ther­
wise a fte r  the events, seeking to 
blame each other, bu t th e y  are 
both lia rs , both g u ilty  o f b e tra y ­
al. They div ided the w orkers, 
and ne ithe r o f them  had any w ill 
to  figh t. Through th a t d iv is ion 
the m onstrous plague o f fascism  
came to power in  Germany, and 
th re w  its  da rk  shadow over the 
whole w orld .

(F ro m  “ The H is to ry  o f A m e r­
ican T ro tsky ism ,”  by James Can­
non, pp. 105-107. Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 1944; 268 pp., c lo th  $2.75, 
paper $2. O rder from  Pioneer 
Publishers, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
N . y . 3, N . Y .).

the B elg ian cap ita lis ts  and A n ­
g lo-A m erican im p e ria lis ts  can 
lean on a t the m om ent are the 
treacherous S ta lin is t and Social- 
Dem ocratic scoundrels and se ll­
ou t a rtis ts .

B oth  the S ta lin is t and Social- 
Dem ocratic leaders are, each in 
th e ir  own way, and fo r  th e ir  own 
reasons, fa c il ita t in g  the  schemes 
o f the coun te r-revo lu tionary  con­
sp ira tors .

H U N G  B Y  A  T H R E A D
A fte r  the S ta lin is t m in is te rs  

w ith d re w  fro m  the cabinet in  
m id-week the P ie r lo t governm ent 
hung b y  a thread. Instead o f 

ea ling its  doom, the “ Socia lis t”  
p a rty  leaders rushed to  prop i t  
up. These treacherous scoundrels 
issued a sta tem ent decla ring th a t 
“ in  v iew  o f the g ra v ity  o f the 
problems in  the balance, the com­
m ittee  considers th a t the Social- 
s t M in is te rs  could no t abandon 

the responsib ilities they have as­
sumed. The in te rests o f the coun­
t r y  and w orkers oppose i t . ”

In  re a lity , the  “ in te rests o f the 
country and w o rkers ”  demand the 
ove rth row  o f P ie r lo t and the as­
sum ption o f power by the w o rk ­
ers as the indispensable step 
tow ard the socia lis t reconstruc­
tion  o f devastated Belg ium . B u t 
the “ respons ib ilities”  these t r a i­
to rs are ac tu a lly  assum ing are 
those o f rescuing the ca p ita lis t 
reg im e now threatened by the 
socia lis t revo lu tion .

The ye llow  “ S oc ia lis t”  leaders 
are d ire c tly  a id ing  the counter­
revo lu tion  by advis ing  the under­
ground figh ters to  g ive up th e ir  
weapons and ca llin g  upon the 
Resistance M ovem ent to purge 
its e lf  o f “ members who have 
jo ined since the lib e ra tio n ”  — 
th a t is, to  cu t th e ir  numbers in  
h a lf and thus e lim ina te  m any o f 
the m ost courageous p ro le ta rian  
elements fro m  the ranks o f the 
w o rkers ’ m ilit ia .

FR E E D O M —
FO R  W H O M ?

W hile  refugee an ti-fa sc is t 
figh te rs  o f many European na­
tion a litie s  in v a ria b ly  encounter 
the greatest d iff ic u lty  in  mov­
ing  in to , ou t o f, o r between the 
“ dem ocratic”  A llie d  countries, 
unemployed monarchs, such as 
A u s tr ia ’s O tto  o f Hapsburg 
and Rum ania ’s Carol, have 
th e ir  paths o f tra ve l smoothed 
fo r  them.

Archduke O t t o ,  now in  
Lisbon, departed recently from  
the U n ited  States and found i t  
easy to  se ttle  the usua lly  com­
plicated problems o f e x it per­
m its , visas and transp o rta tio n  
th rough  an o b lig in g  S tate De­
partm ent which, according to 
PM , gave h im  “ assurances th a t 
he would be allowed to re tu rn  
to A u s tr ia  when th a t country 
was freed.”

a lism . In  obedience to  the counter 
revo lu tiona ry  line  la id  down by 

the K rem lin , they  fe a r to  fo llo w  
the log ica l consequence o f th e ir  
res igna tion  by ra is in g  the slogan 
o f a w o rkers ’ governm ent and 
reaching ou t fo r  power. They 
dare no t s tr ik e  ou t upon th is  
road because o f th e ir  u t te r  sub­
servience to the A llie d  im p e ria l­
is ts  and th e ir  fe a r o f s tim u la tin g  
the revo lu tiona ry  in it ia t iv e  o f the 
w orkers. T h e ir policies can on ly 
serve to  d iso rien t the w orkers, 
to d isorganize th e ir  strugg les, 
and abo rt the r is in g  revo lu tion .

T H E  S T A L IN IS T  RO LE
The S ta lin is ts , fo r  th e ir  pa rt, 

a lthough they have been forced 
by mass pressure to adopt an op­
pos itiona l a ttitu d e  tow a rd  the 
present reg im e and to w ith d ra w  
th e ir  m in is ters, rem ain un ited 
w ith  the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  
aga inst the insu rgen t masses. 
The day a fte r  th e ir  e x it fro m  
the cabinet the three S ta lin is t 
M in is te rs  signed a jo in t  s ta te­
m ent w ith  Gen. E rsk ine  which 
was broadcast to the people, re ­
ite ra tin g  the invader’s demand 
fo r  the res to ra tion  o f ca p ita lis t 

law  and o rder”  and w a rn in g  
th a t “ r io ts ”  o r “ in te rfe rence”  
w ith  A llie d  forces would no t be 
to le rated. The broadcast con­
cluded w ith  the perfid ious p ro ­
m ise th a t “ th is  w ish o f the Gen­
e ra l’s w i l l  be conveyed to  Resist­
ance members and the fo rm e r 
m in is te rs  undertake th a t the 
Resistance w i l l  avoid any con­
f l ic t  w ith  A llie d  arm ies.”

In  add ition  to  b e tra y in g  the 
w orkers to  th e ir  w o rs t enemies 
—  the A ng lo -A m erican  im p e ria l­
ists and th e ir  agents —  the S ta l­
in is ts  are engaged in  an a ttem p t 
to  paralyze the prom is ing  revo­
lu tio n a ry  movem ent and de ra il i t  
fro m  its  h is to ric  path. The on ly 
p rogram  and perspective they o f­
fe r  the w orkers is continued p a r­
tic ip a tio n  in  the w a r and per­
pe tuation  o f hunger under cap it-

A  PROGRAM  N E E D E D
In  order to settle  the p o lit ic a l 

c ris is  in to  w h ich B e lg ium  has 
been plunged and to pave the 
w ay fo r  a so lu tion  o f the unpost- 
ponable problems co n fro n tin g  the 
nation , the masses need and m ust 
have a revo lu tiona ry  p rogram  
and perspective. They need the 
d irec tion  o f a revo lu tiona ry  p a r­
ty  th a t can lead them  to  the 
conquest o f power and the o r­
gan iza tion  o f a W orke rs ’ Repub­
lic  based on the power o f the 
W orkers ’ Councils (Sovie ts).

We have no doubt th a t our 
T ro ts k y is t co-th inkers in  B e l­
g ium  are in  the f ro n t  ranks o f 
the present offensive o f the 
w orkers, th a t the y  are advis ing 
them  to  hold on to  th e ir  arms, 
exposing the treacherous man 
euvers and be traya l o f the S ta l­
in is ts  and Social-Dem ocrats, and 
advancing the revo lu tiona ry  p ro ­
gram  o f the 4th In te rn a tion a l.

B y T h eo d ore  K ova le sky
I t  took T e rry  O’D ay qu ite  a w h ile  to  die, in  fa c t, i t  took h im  

several years.
I  suppose you ’l l  say, “ W hy, T e rry  isn ’t  dead— I  saw h im  in  the 

union h a ll yesterday. W h a t do you m ean?”
W e ll, a man can die and s t i l l  leave his body w a lk in g  around 

the streets. T h a t’s w h a t happpened in  T e r ry ’s case. I t ’s ju s t his 
body th a t ’s le ft .  Y ou couldn’t  even say i t ’s T e r ry ’s ghost th a t ’s 
around, because the ghost, the  s p ir it  o f T e r ry  O ’Day, is gone. There ’s 
ju s t a body w ith  ce rta in  we ll-rem em bered ways go ing down to the 
union h a ll every day and s it t in g  a t the In te rn a tio n a l Rep’s desk. 
B u t i t ’s no t our old T e rry .

*  *  *

I  guess none o f us who knew  
h im  w i l l  ever fo rg e t the rea l T e rry  
O’Day, the  b ig , black - browed, 
good-looking young Ir ishm a n  w ith  
one o f those g rin s  th a t made you 
fee l you’d a lways been his pal and 
always would be. I  guess none of 
us w il l  fo rg e t how he stuck his 
neck ou t day a fte r  day a ll th rough  
the organ iz ing  d rive , when the old 
SWOC (S teel W orkers  O rgan iz ing  
Com m ittee) was s ig n in g  up the 
men in  our p lan t.

How the company hated T e rry !
Before i t  was over they managed 
to  fire  h im , b u t o f course we go t 
h im  back a fte r  we won recogn ition  
in the b ig  s trike , in  w h ich he was
one o f the leaders. Then, a fte r  e ve ry th in g  was a ll set up and m oving 
p re tty  sm ooth ly, when T e rry  was an o ffice r o f the local and one 
o f the best grievance men we had, the company saw f i t  to reconsider 
th e ir  a tt itu d e  tow ard  h im  and tr ie d  to  persuade h im  to  take a fo re ­
m an’s job.

T e rry  blew up : “ I  was ju s t a no-good troub le -m aker when you 
guys th rew  me out o f here. Now we’ve go t you licked you w an t to 
buy me o f f  w ith  a lousy tw o -b it fo rem an ’s job.”  He d idn ’t  take it .

I t  wasn’t  long  before T e rry  was p u t on the un ion s ta ff.  A l l  the 
fe llow s hated to  see h im  leave the p lan t, because he’d been such a 
good grievance man and such a swell guy to  w o rk  w ith , bu t then 
everybody was glad to  have h im  r ig h t  the re  in  the  un ion office 
fig h tin g  fo r  us. The gang figu red w e’d ge t rea l representa tion  w ith  
T e rry  on the s ta ff.

B u t b it  by b it, T e rry  began to g row  aw ay fro m  us. I t  d idn ’t  
happen a ll a t once o r even soon. S till,,  over a period o f tim e  w e’d 
notice m ore and m ore th in gs . T e rry  wasn’t  qu ite  T e rry .

W hen he’d been aw ay fro m  the open hearth  a w h ile  T e rry  go t a 
l i t t le  b u lk y  around the w a is t; and he began to  ge t s lugg ish  in  his 
ideas as w e ll. We always used to  th in k  o f h im  as m os tly  he a rt—  
courageous, f ig h tin g  heart. B u t w h a t k in d  o f f ig h tin g  h e a rt does a 
man have when, he’l l  tu rn  back one grievance a fte r  another— re tre a t­
ing  w ith o u t even sw ing ing  a s ing le  punch?

And w ha t k ind o f f ig h t in g  hea rt has a man go t when he lines 
up against his fe llo w  w orkers, o r in  T e r ry ’s case, his fo rm e r b ro th ­
ers, in  fa v o r o f the no -s tr ike  pledge? He saw us each day los ing 
th in gs  th a t we had fo u g h t and bled fo r .  He could see th a t when we 
couldn’t  s tr ik e  we couldn’t  f ig h t . . . and th a t the companies never 
stopped fig h tin g .

W ha t had happened to  T e rry ?  W as Gus M il le r  r ig h t  when he 
asked me one n ig h t, “ Do you th in k  T e rry ’s g e ttin g  pa id  o f f  by the 
com pany?”  No, T e rry  d idn ’t  ge t pa id  in  th a t k in d  o f coin. I t ’s ju s t 
th a t T e r ry ’s go t a new w ay o f life .

There ’s no sw eating  in  the  open hearth  fo r  T e rry  now. There ’s 
no m ore g e ttin g  t ire d  and m iserable in, the bleak, b lack w in te r 
m orn ings. There ’s no m ore d iscom fo rt and danger— no m ore cranes 
sk im m ing  over his head c a rry in g  ladles o f m olten iro n — no m ore 
look ing  th rou gh  blue glasses in to  the  w h ite -h o t open doors o f the 
furnaces.

N ow  the re ’s a desk in  f r o n t  o f h im . H is  denims, h is flan ne l 
sh ir ts  are used on ly on fish ing  tr ip s . In  th e ir  place in  his wardrobe 
are tweeds, w h ite  sh irts  and happy-look ing  neckties.

In  th is  w orld , no th in g  is fre e : E v e ry th in g  has its  price, and 
som etim es the price is too h igh . The price T e rry  paid was too 
costly. He came out o f the p la n t a f ig h te r, and he came out fo r  the 
purpose o f f ig h tin g . B ut g ra du a lly  he became entangled in  P h il 
M u rra y ’s machine. A t  each step he paid a to ll.  He began to  find th a t 
re tre a t was im possib le, and th a t he could on ly  b lunder on to  new 
paym ents and new defeats. He couldn’t  w in ; he didn ’t  know w h y ; so 
he began to th in k , “ So w hat the he ll,”  and go fa r th e r  down.

T e rry  was a g re a t guy— a swell gu y ! B u t he never had a chance. 
W ith o u t a p o lit ic a l line  o f his own to  fo llo w , he had to take M u rra y ’s 
lin e — co llabora tion  w ith  the cap ita lis ts  (w h ich  always means se lling  
ou t the w orkers .) He had to  s t if le  s trikes  and support the no -s trike  
pledge. He had to  t r y  to  t ie  the fe llow s  to  Roosevelt’s coa t-ta ils .

B u t a ll th a t m eant death to  the old tough, happy, honest T e rry . 
And i t  meant the b ir th  o f a new tw o -b it M u rra y  bureaucrat go ing 
around under the  name o f T e rry  O ’Day.
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N O V E M B E R  2 4 , 1934
N E W  Y O R K — “ Labor h is to ry  w i l l  be made in  New' Y o rk  C ity  th is  

com ing week,”  said The M il ita n t ,  re p o rtin g  the opening o f con­
ventions o f the Com m unist League o f A m erica  (T ro ts k y is t)  and 
the Am erican W orkers  P a rty  (M u s te ite ). A t  these conventions 
the organ iza tion  o f a new re v o lu tio n a ry  p a rty  in  the U n ited  
States u’as to  be debated and decided by the tw o organ izations 
p repa ring  to  fuse th e ir  forces. Delegates included leaders o f the 
M inneapolis and Toledo s trikes. They came fro m  the coal mines 
and in d u s tr ia l centers o f A m erica, fro m  the unemployed move­
m ent, and fro m  the p o lit ic a l centers o f the nation . “ N o t sleek 
self-satisfied bureaucrats,”  The M il i ta n t  described these dele­
gates, “ . . . bu t f ig h tin g  m ilita n ts  fresh  fro m  the p icke t l in e s . . .  
beating th e ir  way' to  New Y o rk ,”  to make the decision which 
proved to be “ a m ilestone on the road to  the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tion a l.”

N E W  Y O R K — Revealing th a t he had been approached by a rep resen t­
a tive  o f 42 na tive  fasc is t groups, General Smedley B u tle r  made 
public the existence o f a th re e -m illio n  d o lla r p lo t to  finance a 
fa sc is t p a r ty  in  the U n ited  States. “ W h ile  General B u tle r ’s 
discoveries do n o t reveal the fasc is ts  as a serious menace,”  
The M il ita n t  said, “ they ind ica te  th a t in c ip ie n t fascism  is here 
and on ly w a its  its  o p p o rtu n ity .”
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fo rtress  o f the 

world p ro le ta ria t, against 

«1! assaults- o f w orld  Im ­

peria lism  and of in terna) 

counter-revo lu tion , is the 

most Im portan t duty of 

» v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
-  LE O N  TR O TSKY

JOEN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta ry  t ra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

ty  the g ove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trgde  un ions . Specia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed by the  gov­
e rnm en t h u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
un ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffice rs .

2 . T rade  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y.

3 . F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces aud the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row is in  everyw here .

4 . C o n fisca tio n  o f  a ll w ar p ro f its .  E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w ar in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5. A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig i l ­
ante  and fascist a ttacks.

7. A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rthe rs ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . T he  defense o f  the  S ovie t U n io n  
against im p e r ia lis t  a ttack .

Fraternization
In the course ’ of the first imperialist world 

slaughter, Lenin, Trotsky, Karl Liebknccht, Rosa 
Luxemburg and other proletarian internationalists 
never failed to single out the least sign of the awak­
ening of the oppressed, especially the news of fra­
ternization between the uniformed workers and 
peasants on both sides of the trenches— news which 
came as a rule in the form of decrees against fra­
ternization issued in 1914-1918 by the General 
Staffs of all the belligerents.

Similar instances of fraternization are beginning 
to m ultip ly today, with this difference: nowadays 
the predatory rulers of the world, "democratic”  and 
fascist alike, fear fraternization, whether soldier or 
civilian is involved. The Anglo-American imperial­
ists, aided and abetted by the Kremlin, and in im i­
tation of the Nazis, now seek to keep inviolate the 
line of blood which they have drawn in their war, 
not only between the combatants but between en­
tire peoples. Thus, $65 fines— more than a month's 
pay-—are imposed on any American soldier carry­
ing on “ any type of unnecessary conversation”  with 
German civilians, both adults and children. H itler 
and the Gestapo are no less adamant against fra­
ternization. Both sides defend here the same war 
policy, which serves identical capitalist class inter­
ests and aims.

What should the attitude of workers be toward 
fraternization? It must also flow from a class line. 
The proletarian attitude was expressed on October 
24, 1919 by Leon Trotsky, Soviet Commissar of 
War, who issued the following appeal to the just- 
born Red Arm y in the midst of Allied interven­
tion :

"Red warriors! On a ll fronts you meet the hos­
tile plots of the English. The counter-revolution­
ary troops shoot you with English guns. In  the de­
pots of Shcnkursk and Onega, on the Southern and 
Western fronts, you find supplies of English manu­
facture. The prisoners you have captured are 
dressed in uniforms made in England. The women 
and children of Archangel and Astrakhan are 
maimed and killed by English airmen with the aid

of English explosives. The English ships bomb our 
shores. . . But even today, when we are engaged 
in a bitter fight with Yudenich, the hireling of 
England, I  demand that you never forget that there 
are two Englands. Beside the England of profits, of 
butchery, of violence and bloodthirstiness, there is 
the England of Labor, of spiritual power, of high 
ideals, of international solidarity. I t  is the base 
and dishonest England of the Stock Exchange man­
ipulators that is fighting us. The England of Labor 
and the people are with us."

What Trotsky told the Red Soldiers in 1919 
holds good in 1944. There are two Germanies to­
day. just as there are two Americas, two Englands, 
two classes in every country where capitalism rules. 
The Germany of Labor and the people arc with us 
against their Nazi-capitalist oppressors! We are 
with them against the Anglo-American imperialist 
oppressors and their agents. In unity and fraternity 
the workers on both sides of the imperialist battle­
lines w ill struggle for a workers’ world.

Military Training
Although he had said nothing on this v ita l mat­

ter during the pre-election campaign, President 
Roosevelt stated at one of his first post-election 
press conferences that he would urge Congress to 
adopt a law this winter for the compulsory m ili­
tary training of the country’s youth during peace­
time.

For many months now the brass hats and repre­
sentatives of Wall Street have been beating the 
drums for permanent m ilita ry conscription. The 
Wadsworth-Gurney bill, which calls for a year of 
m ilita ry training for youths eighteen years and up­
ward. has been pending in the House. Its sponsors 
candidly admit that they want to get it passed 
while the war is at its peak and before the people 
are further disillusioned by its consequences:

Now Roosevelt has given his endorsement to 
this step toward the Prussianization of Arnerican 
life. His action is dictated by. the needs and aims 
of the imperialist ruling class. To realize its pres­
ent program of world conquest and domination, 
Wall Street requires a permanent m ilita ry force 
and reserves of millions. Under the scourge of its 
continued rule, m ilitarism w ill from now on be an 
integral part of American life.

The plutocracy and their political executives, 
such as Roosevelt, are compelled by their class 
needs to view the future realistically and to prepare 
accordingly. They know that this war w ill not bring 
peace, but has already sown the seeds of fiercer 
wars. That is why they have become militarists on 
the European model—-with American speed, size, 
and efficiency.

The workers must be equally realistic in facing 
tile future. In a world and in a society where from 
now on all basic questions w ill be ultimately deci­
ded by force, they need m ilita ry training to protect 
and to promote their own class interests. They can­
not permit the reactionary officer caste and the 
servants of Big Business fo retain control of m ili­
tary training for their ultra-reactionary purposes.

A working-class solution for this unposlponable 
problem is provided in the first point of The M il i­
tant’s program of demands: "M ilita ry  training of 
workers, financed by the government, hut under 
control of the trade unions. Special officers’ tra in­
ing camps, financed by the government b lit con­
trolled bv the trade unions, to train workers to be­
come officers.”  The militants in the unions must 
put forward this demand as their answer to the 
bosses’ plans for strengthening the grip of their fas­
cist-minded brass hats on the flower of the work­
ing class— its youth.

Cartels
The Senate’s Kilgore Committee on Cartels and 

National Security has issued a report designating 
the “ German industrial group” as the "mainstay 
of the international cartel system.”  It calls for the 
"punishment. . . of the leading imperialist-minded 
German industrialists” and “ not only the dismant­
ling of all the direct munitions industries but also 
the dismantling and removal. . . of the primary in­
direct munitions industries,”  including v irtua lly  
all of Germany’s mass production facilities.

It is easy to detect the real Origins of this proposal 
in Morgenthau’s scheme for the reduction of Ger­
man economy, the very heart of Europe’s produc­
tive mechanism, to a peasant economy. Under the 
pretext of fighting the international cartel system 
and permanently disarming German imperialism, 
the real intent is to reduce the German masses to 
the level of agricultural serfs and, by destroying 
Germany’s industrial system, eliminate European 
capitalism as a rival to Wall Street in the continu­
ing struggle for control of the world’s contracting 
markets.

The government has revealed through anti-trust 
suits against scores of America’s leading corpora­
tions—including such world giants as Standard 
Oil, DuPont, General Electric and Aluminum Cor­
poration of America—that the W all Street corpora­
tions were joined in partnership with the Nazis in 
international cartels and reaped profits from both 
sides of the battlelincs.

The international trust, or cartel, is not an excep­
tional feature of capitalism. It is the finished or­
ganizational expression of monopoly capitalism in 
the highest stage of development. The nefarious 
activities of the cartels have been exposed over and 
over again. The only way to end their malodorous 
practices is to end the capitalist system which 
brought them to birth and gives them nourishment. 
This is the task of the international soc.’alist 
revolution.

How Corporations Resort 
To Strike Provocations

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address Indicate if  you do not want your name printed  —  Editor

Waste Differentials
w»‘

E d ito r:
1 find th a t many w orkers who 

are a t f irs t  opposed to socialism  
change th e ir  a ttitu d e  when i t  is 
pointed out to  them th a t a ll the 
gains th a t have been made by 
the w orkers are o f a socia listic 
nature. B u t the one th in g  they 
are against is equa lity  o f pay. 
These w orkers are not so con­
cerned over the fa c t th a t they 
are so p it i fu l ly  underpaid by 
th e ir  bosses —  the cap ita lis ts  —  
as they are over th e ir  misconcep­
tion  th a t under socialism  every­
one w ill get the same pay.

I t  doesn’t  bother them  so much 
th a t under the present system 
the ones who work the hardest 
o rd in a rily  get the least, w h ile 
those o f the Tom m y M anville  
type, who do not woric a t a ll, get 
the most (and maybe the best, 
th a t is, i f  blondes are be tte r).

I t  doesn’t  seem to bother them 
so much th a t Eugene Grace gets 
fro m  the same company as they 
w o rk  fo r  well over one hundred 
tim es more than they do, not to 
m ention w hat he gets fro m  other 
sources. I t  doesn’t  bother them 
so much th a t tw o persons w o rk ­
ing  on the same type  o f job (and 
sometimes the very  same jo b ), 
do ng the same w o rk  equally as 
w e ll, get d iffe re n t pay.

W hat bothers them is th a t un­
der socialism — so they te ll me— 
everyone w ill ge t the same pay. 
They do not stop to th in k  th a t 
under socialism  a ll w orkers w ill 
be g e ttin g  so much more o f w hat 
they produce th a t wages figured 
down to a d iffe rence o f a h a lf 
cent w ill be absolutely rid icu lous 
— not ju s t s lig h tly  rid icu lous, as 
now.

1 te ll these w orkers w ith  the

w rong idea th a t as long as a d if-  er (a t least in cost) than th a t of 
fe ren t a l in  pay is necessary, i t  the much - sym path ized - w ith
w ill be paid even under socialism .

Under socialism  i t  won’t  de­
pend on who you know, or who 
got there firs te s t w ith  the most- 
est gab, or who happened to have 
parents financ ia lly  able to send 
them to  college. Under socialism , 
any pay d iffe re n tia ls  • w ill be 
judged by the men in  the shop 
themselves —  not by the boss. 
The “ boss”  w ill be selected by 
the workers.

I  find too tha t, except to the 
more advanced w orkers, i t  s not 
a good poliev to  m ention th a t ev­
en tua lly , under communism, each 
w i l l  g ive according to his a b ility  
and receive according to  his 
need. When you are dealing w ith  
workers who have such a vague 
idea o f w ha t socialism  is, you 
m erely shock them and give them  
the idea th a t under socialism  ev­
eryone w il l  get the same pay. 
The chances are th a t even equal­
ity  o f pay w ill not he realized in 
our tim e.

A. B.
Bell, C a lifo rn ia

White Collar Workers
E d ito r:

I w ish the paper would p r in t 
an a r t  cle fo r  the “ w h ite  co lla r”  
workers. M any o f them are not 
the w h ite -live red  cringe rs  th a t 
some rad ica l lite ra tu re  describes 
them to be. W liile  the sh ipyard  
workers,- etc. are lu lled by fu l l  
stomachs, and money, post office 
clerks, teachers, hospita l aides 
and others to whom the w ar 
economy means ju s t h igher prices 
and more w ork are s tru g g lin g  to 
m a in ta in  a standard o f liv in g  
and job perform ance th a t is high-

w o rk ing  man. They have always 
read more ( I  th in k ) and now 
more deeply and c r it ic a lly . In ­
c iden ta lly , a lo t  o f them  are v o t­
ing  fo r  Thomas in a desperation 
th a t goes on fro m  year to year 
as no be tte r candidate appears on 
the rad io o r ba llo t.

Perhaps i t  is because so many 
w rite rs  fo» rad ica l’ papers belong 
to th is  unglam orous i f  increas­
in g ly  la rge  category th a t none 
are a ttrac ted  to probe his in te r ­
ests, problems, etc. and the w h ite  
co lla r w orker w ill have to w a it 
u n til some lite ra ry  in d u s tr ia l 
w o rker can re tu rn  the a tten tion  
paid to his class.

You w il l  realize w ha t 1 mean 
i f  you th in k  how ou t o f place 
th  s le tte r  would look, o r any of 
th is  k ind , i f  p rin ted  in you r con­
tr ib u to rs ’ column. I  am glad 
there is such a good paper in the 
coun try  as yours is, th a t is basic­
a lly . B u t your te rm in o lo gy  is 
s t i l l  too s t i f f  and academic fo r  
any bu t the most lite ra te  reader. 
O f course, every occupation has 
its  disease.

The an ti- la b o r corpora tions p ious ly  c la im  th e ir  
opposition to  s trikes  now is due to  p a tr io t ic  w a r 
production m otives, and not, as in the past, to th e ir  
a rdent desire to  safeguard and increase th e ir  p ro fits . 
I f  th is  were true , the em ployers could easily fo re s ta ll 
- tr ike s  s im p ly  by y ie ld in g  up some o f th e ir  w a r- 
bloated p ro fits  in the fo rm  o f wage increases and 
by ceasing the union bus ting  provocations which have 
been a m a jo r im m edia te cause o f recent strikes.

A  consum ing passion to w in  the “ w a r fo r  demo­
cracy,”  has no t prevent ed some o f the b iggest 
corpora tions fro m  de libera te s tr ik e  provocat ons when 
an ine ffec tive , isolated s tr ik e  m ig h t he tu rned to the 
advantage o f the em ployers. Thus, corpora tions 
occasionally a ttem p t to provoke a s tr ik e  when the 
union is unprepared fo r such a s trugg le  and when th is  
w ill provide a p re text fo r  harsh reprisa ls  against the 
union and its  best figh ters.

In the Oct. 26 Voice o f Local 212, Jess Ferrazza, 
P resident of B rig g s  Local 212, U A W -C IO , cites one 
s ta r t lin g  p ro o f: “ On F rida y , Janua ry  28, a union 
cha irm an o f one o f the Ford  Rouge p lan ts was in  
conference w ith  a company labo r re la tions man re ­
ga rd ing  a proposed rescheduling o f w o rk . In  the 
course o f the conference the labo r re la tions  m an 
produced a pad con ta in ing  production figures. W h ile  
exam in ing the pad the u n io n 's t happened to l i f t  a few  
pages and his eyes fe ll on a note scribbled in the 
labo r re la tions m an’s h a n d w ritin g .

“ The note said, ‘Prod in shape to  pu ll a s tr ik e ; 
Force the issue, i f  not, hold t i l l . ’

“ The un ion is t la te r contrived to obtain the note 
a fte r  i t  had been to rn  to b its . I t  was pieced together, 
photosta tic  copies were made, and in a subsequent 
hearing, the labor re la tions  o ffic ia l adm itted  th a t 
he w ro te  it .  A ltho ug h  the d a ily  press received the 
s to ry , not a word appeared in  the D e tro it papers.”

V. K. 
M ilwaukee, Orcg.
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INTERNATIONAL'

Belgium
The governm ent o f H ube rt 

P ie rlo t, puppet o f the A ng lo - 
Am erican im peria lis ts , was on 
the verge o f collapse las t week 
and was saved on ly  by the f a i l ­
ure o f the S ta lin is ts  and “ Social­
is ts ”  to  resign otr the issue of 
d isa rm ing  and disbanding the 
fo rm er underground figh te rs  o f 
the Resistance Movement.

A n order com m anding these 
figh te rs  to surrender th e ir  wea­
pons by Nov. 18 was Issued by 
the P ie r lo t governm ent. The two 
S ta lin is t members o f the govern­
ment, D r. A lb e r t M arteaux and 
Raymond D ispy, supported by the 
“ le ft-w in g  soc ia lis t”  Fernand do 
Many, protested aga inst the o r­
der bu t continued to c lin g  to 
th e ir  posts when P ie rlo t refused 
to rescind or m od ify  it.

I t  is one th in g  to “ o rder”  the 
d isarm ing o f the workers, qu ite  
another to enforce it .  The w o rk ­
ers have reso lu te ly refused to 
surrender th e ir  arm s or disband 
th e ir  fo rm a tions . The cris is  
there fore continues. A s the N .Y . 
T im es correspondent in Brussels 
s ig n ifica n tly  reports, “  a wave o f 
unrest is expected to cross Bel­
gium  now th a t the L e ftis t  under­
ground organ izations are on th e ir 
own.”

“ On th e ir  ow n !”  These words 
possess a w ealth o f m eaning in 
the present s itua tion . They im ­
p ly  th a t the armed workers now 
feel th a t they have been abandon­
ed by th e ir  S ta lin is t and “ Social­
is t ”  leaders and m ust seek a new 
leadership in th e ir  s trugg le  to 
escape fro m  the morass o f cap i­
ta lism  along the road o f revo lu ­
tion .

As the correspondent states, 
the S ta lin is ts  are “ a t the m oment 
the m ost v ir i le  p a rty ,”  th a t is, 
they have the la rgest mass fo l­
low ing. B u t they are rap id ly  
com ple ting th e ir  self-exposure as 
a coun te r-revo lu tionary  force. In 
increasing numbers, the workers 
w ill tu rn  to the T ro tsky is ts , the 
F ourth  In te rn a tion a lis ts , f o r  
leadership.

England
Prospects fo r a 3rd world war not 

so long a fte r  the present s laugh t­
er has ceased become sharper day 
by day as the re a lity  o f im per­
ia lis t  r iva lr ie s  breaks w ith  in ­
creasing persistency th rough  the 
th in  crust o f the m il ita ry  a lliance 
between the tw o b iggest im per­
ia lis t  brigands, B r ita in  and the 
U n ited  States.

Despite a ll the fine ta lk  about 
in te rna tiona l understand ing and

meet and clash —  in  trade, cu r­
rency questions, c iv il av ia tion , 
shipp ing, etc. —  the B ig  Business 
leaders who stand behind the gov­
ernm ents and make th e ir  policies 
are con tinu a lly  sna rlin g  a t each 
o ther across the A tla n tic .

The la test example o f th is  was 
a speech in the House o f Com­
mons on Nev. 14 by S ir P a trick  
H a n n o n ,  Conservative, who 
charged th a t “ ca re fu l plans are 
in progress in the L’ n ilcd  States 
(o seize p ra c tica lly  the whole of 
South Am erican trade”  and oust 
B r it is h  com petitors from  th is  
lu c ra tive  m arke t. “ La bo rite ”  
Em anuel Shinw ell, fa ith fu l l  lic k ­
s p itt le  o f the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts , 
seconded the com pla int w ith  the 
assertion th a t “ w h ile  discussions 
are ta k in g  place (B re tto n  Woods, 
Dum barton Oaks, and now C h i­
cago) we are s low ly bu t sure ly 
losing a lo t of trade .”

A t  the In te rn a tio n a l C iv il A v ­
ia tion  Conference in Chicago the 
B r it is h  delegation las t \v\zek 
v ir tu a lly  cap itu la ted before the 
Am erican stand in fa v o r o f w ha t 
amounts to free  and unrestric ted  
com petition along the w o rld ’s 
skyways. A l l  the B r it is h  im per­
ia lis ts  go t was a face-saver. As 
the N. Y. T im es reported, “ the 
B r it is h  and Canadians have won 
less essential concessions which 
should re s u lt in  m a in ta in in g  the 
prestige o f the B r it is h  Common­
w ealth  and in avoidance o f any 
admission on its  p a rt th a t i t  is 
accepting a secondary ro le in 
post-w ar av ia tio n .”

The r iv a lry  in th is  and other 
spheres w ill,  o f course, continue 
u n t il i t  reaches the explosive 
po in t. The seeds o f w a r are 
lodged deep in the system o f cap­
ita lism . Unless the w orkers pu t 
an end to  th is  p u tr id  systefn 
w ith  Its c u t-th ro a t com petition, 
they o r th e ir  sons w ill have to 
s u ffe r in a fresh  holocaust o f 
death and destruction.

France
In  France, as in Belg ium , as 

in Greece, as in Rum ania, the 
cris is  o f the c a p ita lis t reg im e un­
folds around the bu rn ing  issue o f 
the e ffo rts  o f the ru lin g  class, 
ac ting  th rough the A llied -dom in- 
ated puppet governm ents, to dis­
arm  the workers, who, a fte r  p la y ­
ing a g rea t ro le in the d r iv in g  
out o f the Nazis, are determ ined 
to keep th e ir  arm s in order to 
vanquish th e ir  class enemies and 
insure against a re tu rn  to the old 
order o f exp lo ita tion , oppression 
and w ar.

The state o f in c ip ien t c iv il w a r
a m ity  in the post-w ar w orld , and i between the discredited cap ita l- 
the con tinu ing  spate o f in te rna - j ists and th e ir  regim e, on the one 
tion a l conferences to regu la te  the hand, and the armed people, on 

ac tiv itie s  o f the r iv a ls  where they | the other, is w e ll il lu s tra te d  by

events in the in d u s tr ia l town of 
Maubeuge, in no rthe rn  France, 
la s t m onth, as reported by the 
N. Y. T im es correspondent in 
P aris  on Nov. 13.

M ore than 100 co llabora tion is ts  
(those who aided the N azis) had 
been arrested. The D eG aullis ts 
who had taken office in  the local 
governm ent made no move to 
b rin g  the arrested people to t r ia l  
and la rge  crowds assembled to 
p ro test the delay. These crowds 
were composed o f “ F F I (F rench 
Forces o f the In te r io r)  men, m il i­
tiam en and w orkers fro m  the 
weaving and sp inn ing p lan ts .”

F righ tened by the mass p ro­
tests, and fea ring  the people 
m ig h t take m atters  in to  th e ir  
own hands, the DeG aullists h a s ti­
ly  convened a co u rt-m a rtia l which 
imposed death sentences on six 
o f the defendants, among them 
tw o rich  fac to ry  owners named 
Jacquet and P ringue t. The N . Y. 
Tim es account then continues as 
fo llow s :

"Some days la te r i t  was an­
nounced th a t these tw o (the  cap i­
ta lis ts )  had been pardoned, but 
fou r others, a ll workers, would 
be executed. Crowds assembled 
again and refused to be pacified 
u n til in fo rm ed th a t Jacquet and 
P ringue t had been shot in th e ir 
cells by the F F I.”

I t  is incidents such as th is , in 
which the w orkers (who fo rm  
the vast m a jo r ity  o f the popula­
tion  o f Maubeuge) exact th e ir  own 
justice  aga inst th e ir  class en­
emies, which have th ro w n  the r u l ­
in g  class o f France, and th e ir  
A llie d  patrons, in to  panicky a t­
tem pts to d isarm  the French 
masses. The events in  Maubeuge 
— and they have been duplicated 
in many o ther pa rts  o f F rance— 
are given by the correspondent 
as “ the de te rm in ing  fa c to r in  the 
decision to  tra n s fo rm  the m il it ia , ”  
th a t is, to  d isarm  the workers 
and incorporate th e ir  m ilita ry  
fo rm ations in to  the reg u la r arm y 
where they w ill be contro lled and 
subjected to d isc ip line  by ca p ita l­
is t officers.

I t  is the S ta lin is ts  who are now 
responsible, together w ith  the 
“ Socia lists,”  fo r  ho ld ing the 
French w orkers back fro m  a de­
cisive s trugg le  fo r  the conquest 
o f fu l l  power. They rem ain in 
the DeGaulle governm ent. To re ­
ta in  th e ir  mass fo llo w in g , they 
“ ta lk  le f t ”  and p ro test the gov­
e rnm ent’s reac tiona ry  plans. But, 
fe a rin g  revo lu tion , they refuse to 
lead a revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  
which would make the French 
working-class the m aster o f its 
own destiny. T h a t ro le belongs 
to the T ro tsky is ts , who in the 
com ing period w il l  g row  into, a 
m ig h ty  organ iser o f the forces 
o f the socia lis t revo lu tion .

Leading Bankers Involved 
In Tax-Evasion Scheme

A syndicate o f A m erica ’s m ost pow erfu l finance 
cap ita lis ts , 168 bank ing  firm s headed by M organ, 
S tan ley and Co., D illo n  Read and Co., and Kuhn, 
Loeb and Co., are involved in a tax-dodg ing and a n ti­
t ru s t case g ro w in g  out o f a $115,000,000 re fun d ing  
operation pu t over recen tly  by the Pacific Gas and 
E le c tr ic  Company.

The case is be ing “ looked in to ”  by the a n t i- tru s t 
d ivision o f the D epartm ent o f Justice because o f com­
p la in ts  o f r iv a l banking in te rests who were jockeyed 
ou t o f th e ir  share o f the lo o t by the W a ll S tree t 
syndicate. They charge the syndicate, w h ich acted 
as unde rw rite rs  to f lo a t  the huge re fu n d in g  loan, 
was form ed to prevent the sale o f the securities 
th rough  com petitive  b idd ing , as required by the 
Securities and Exchange Act.

Th is method o f financing pe rm its  Pacific Gas and 
E le c tric  to  charge o f f  88.620,000, the cost o f f lo a tin g  
the loan, to cu rren t ope ra ting  costs, deductible from  
th is  year’s income taxes. Thus, the U . S. T reasury, 
instead o f the Company, w ill be pay ing  the cost o f 
the re fu n d in g  operation.

The a n t i- tru s t d iv is ion  was a ll set to place the 
m a tte r in the hands o f an in v e s tig a tin g  grand ju ry , 
when A tto rn e y  General B iddle sidetracked i t  “ to 
avoid em barrassing a fe llo w  cabinet member,”  
Secretary o f the N avy  James V. F o rres ta l, peacetime 
head o f D illo n  Read, one o f the b iggest beneficiaries 
o f the Pacific Gas financia l m an ipu la tion .

A ‘Progressive Victory’ 
And Its First Fruits

O nly fiv e  days a fte r  Roosevelt’s reelection, the pro - 
Roosevelt libe ra l N. Y. da ily , PM, started  to whine 
th a t “ on the heels o f a g re a t progressive v ic to ry , the 
m ost reactionary  elements in the A d m in is tra tio n  are 
about to seize con tro l o f a key postw ar agency.”

The f irs t  f r u i t  o f th is  “ progressive v ic to ry ,”  accord­
ing  to PM, is th a t Roosevelt’s “ A ss is tan t P resident,”  
W a r M ob iliza tion  D irec to r Byrnes, “ has persuaded 
the President to name tw o  Jesse Jones men Tuesday 
to the new three-m an Surplus W ar P rop e rty  D isposal 
Board. . . Sam H. Husbands, long a m ember o f the 
Reconstruction F inance C orpora tion board . . . and 
Col. Jos. P. Woodlock, executive assis tant to Surplus 
W ar P rope rty  A d m in is tra to r W ill C layton, Jones’ 
r ig h t  hand m an.”

Roosevelt, o f course, w ants to ge t around Con­
gressional objections to his o rig in a l one-man board 
o f C layton, wh ich Congress changed to a three-m an 
board. C layton had been' accused by A ss is tan t A t ­
torney General Norm an L i t te l l  o f using his position 
to a id  b ig  p riva te  rea l estate and m in ing  in terests, 
among others, to  seize con tro l o f b illio n s ’ w o rth  o f 
governm ent lands and properties.

“ Jones and C layton are among the w ea lth ies t men 
in the governm ent and both are tho ro ug h ly  imbued 
w ith  the b ig  business and reac tiona ry  po in t o f v iew ,”  
w rite s  PM. T h e ir agents, Husbands and W oodlock, 
would have decisive in fluence in the “ d isposal”  o f 
approx im ate ly  $100 b illion s  w o rth  o f governm ent- 
owned plants, equipm ent, lands, stores, etc.

PM , which assiduously peddled the pap th a t  a 
vote fo r  Roosevelt was a vote fo r  “ progress,”  is hard 
pu t to exp la in  Roosevelt’s subm ission to B ig  Business 
“ persuasion”  and why r ig h t a fte r  “ a g reat p rogres­
sive v ic to ry ”  the “ libe ra l forces here m ay find them ­
selves in a d irect clash w ith  the W h ite  House on the 
flo o r o f the Senate.”
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