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Stalinists Hurl 
New Slanders A t  
Revolutionists

By A rt Preis
In the Sunday Worker, Oct. 29, the American Stalinists fired 

their opening barrage in an intensified world-wide slander cam­
paign of the Kremlin bureaucracy against the insurgent workers 
and peasants of Europe and the vanguard party of internation­
al socialism, the Trotskyist Fourth International.

The blast of lies is an article with screaming double-banner 
headlines, “ Trotskyite 4th International Used by the Nazi 5th 
Column.”  It was written by the®"
Worker's specialist in anti-Trot- 
skyist red-baiting, George Mor-
ris, who professes to “ expose” 
the "pattern of a Trotskyite 
‘ fo u rth  in te rn a tio n a l’ to  cover up 
H it le r ’s f i f th  column now and 
fasc ism ’s postw ar perspectives.”

W ha t the a rtic le  re a lly  exposes 
is the panic fea r o f S ta lin , count­
e r-re vo lu tion a ry  despot in  the 
K re m lin , before the r is in g  tide  o f 
p ro le ta rian  revo lt in Europe. I t  
reveals the v ile  lengths to  which 
A m erican S ta lin ism  m ust go to 
hide its  own perfid ious e ffo r ts  to 
sell ou t the A m erican labor 
m ovem ent to W a ll S treet. And 
i t  serves to disclose the pa tte rn  
o f the  propaganda preparations 
now being made by the S ta lin is ts  
fo r  th e ir  a ttem p t, in  a lliance 
w ith  the A llie d  im p e ria lis ts , to 
crush the developing European 
soc ia lis t revo lu tion .

The tissue-paper basis fo r  M o r­
r is 's  lies is a d ispatch sent to  the 
Chicago D a ily  News on Sept. 28 
by its  Swiss correspondent, Paul 
G ha li. G ha li’s s to ry , credited to 
anonymous “ p riva te  bu t m ost re ­
liab le  channels,”  bears the clear 
im p r in t o f S ta lin ’s secret police 
agency, the GPU.

The GPU makes a business of 
p la n tin g  its  inven tions in “ re ­
spectable”  c a p ita lis t o r g a n s  
whenever S ta lin ’s agents can find 
jo u rn a lis ts  g u llib le  o r v e n a l  
enough to  g ive currency to  thè 
S ta lin is t lies. In  th is  w ay, the 
GPU a ttem pts  to c ircum vent the 
w e ll-know n fa c t th a t any “ in fo r ­
m a tio n ”  known to come i r o n  
S ta lin is t sources is thereby auto­
m a tic a lly  rendered suspect.

G ha li’s s to ry  a ttem pts  to  lin k  
the  T ro ts k y is t F ou rth  In te rn a ­
tio n a l w ith  an alleged plan o f 
H e in rich  H im m le r to  establish an 
underground te r ro r is t  group in 
France “ to sabotage A llie d  com­
m unications lines and assassinate 
de G au llis t F rench p o litic ian s .”  
F o r th is  purpose, according to 
G ha li’s GPU in fo rm is ts , the 
Gestapo is fo rm in g  “ groups o f 
red te rro r is ts ”  and “ c rea ting  a 
fo u rth  in te rna tiona l am p ly con­
tam ina ted  w ith  N az i germs and

Leading the Ball
A n observer in  I ta ly  w rite s : 

“ I continue to meet people 
who are no t leaders; people 
who need shoes, garm ents, 
candles, fa ts , sugar; people 
who arc hu n ting ' fo r  a rabb it 
fo r  tw en ty  hours, who are 
ob liged .to  m ill the scarce corn 
and wheat in a coffee m il l;  
who arc go ing around w ith  
shoes kept together w ith  pieces 
o f w ire  and s tr in g  and w ith  
jackets which no second-hand 
dealer in the w orld  would buy. 
Hut a ll these 'people speak 
very  c learly , and they know- 
very w ell w hat they are ta lk ­
ing  about. They say. po in ting  
th e ir  fingers tow ard a v il la :  
‘There they were g iv in g  ba lls 
fo r  the Germans, and before 
thev were e n te rta in ing  the 
Fascists. T  O I)  A V T H E Y  
D A N C E  W IT H  T H E  A M E R ­
IC A N S , B U T  TOM O RROW  
T H E  B A L L S  W IL L  BE  L E D  
BY US’.”  —  (F ro m  The N a ­
tion , Nov. 4, 1944).

destined to  spoil the A ll ie s ’ post­
w a r reconstruction o f E urope.”  
B u t —  carelessly revea ling  the 
source o f th is  “ p r iva te  bu t r e l i­
ab le”  slander— G ha li emphasizes 
th a t th is  “ fo u rth  in te rn a tio n a l”  
is aimed aga ins t, “ p a rtic u la r ly  
the Russians.”

This GPU canard aga inst the 
present-day Bolshevik movem ent 
o f T ro tsky ism  fo llow s  the classic 
fo rm u la . Lenin, T ro tsky  and the 
Russian Bolsheviks also were v i­
c iously slandered as “ agents o f 
the K a ise r”  by Kerensky, and by 
o ther coun te r-revo lu tion is ts  who 
attem pted to destroy the Rus­
sian R evolution. The slander was 
revived in S ta lin ’s in fam ous Mos­
cow fram e-up tr ia ls , when v ir tu ­
a lly  a ll the liv in g  leaders o f the 
Bolshevik Revolu tion , e x c e p t  
S ta lin , were defamed as “ agents 
o f H it le r  and the M ikado.”

M o rr is  employs G ha li’s G PU- 
insp ired s to ry  as “ c o n firm a tio n ”

(Continued on page 3)

Stilwell's Recall Exposes American 
Imperialist Aim To Dominate China
■-------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------- »------------------------------------------------------------------------------------< î' --------------------------------------

Washington DemandsControl 

Over Chinese Armed Forces

THE STORY OF DOMODOSSOLA
W hat The Papers D id n ’ t T e ll

This is the story of Domodos­
sola in Italy. These are facts 
which have never appeared in 
the American Big Business 
press. This is how Allied im­
perialism “ fights”  fascism.

Domodossola, near the Swiss 
border, is the key junc tion  a t the 
end o f the Simplon tunnel 
th rough which the ra ilroad  runs 
feeding the .Nazi arm ies in N o rth  
I ta ly  w ith  supplies from  the m ain 
in d u s tr ia l centers o f Germany, 
the R uhr and the Saar. Domodos­
sola is the re fore  o f p rim e s tra ­
teg ic im portance fo r  the con­
tinued operation o f H it le r ’s forces 
in  I ta ly .

Th is  town was seized by I ta l­
ian  A n ti - Fascist Partisans on 
September 10. A  b itte r  s trugg le  
forced the Nazi and Fascist ga r­
risons to  surrender. The. P ar­
tisans held contro l o f Domodos­
sola u n t il October 16, du ring  
which tim e the f lo w  o f Nazi sup­
plies was to ta lly  ha lted. Opera­
tion  o f a ll w a r fac to ries  in the 
v ita l P iedm ont and Lom bardy 
areas ceased when the Partisans 
also captured the electric-power 
p la n t in the Ossola valley.

S can tily  provisioned, lacking 
heavy arm s and a ir  support, the 
Partisan A rm y , num bering 10,- 
000, g r im ly  held on to its  gains, 
w a it in g  fo r  A llie d  supplies in 
response to  th e ir  repeated ap­
peals. T he ir appeals were in vain.

A  Swiss newspaper. T ribune de 
Geneve, on October 6 in te rv ie w ­
ed Colonel Federeci. the Partisan 
commander. “ We arc a ll armed,”  
he declared. “ We requisitioned a ll 
spo rting  arms in the va lley and 
have also taken many arm s from  
the enemy. We could do great 
th ings i f  on ly  General A lexander,

as he promised in a broadcast, 
would send us more guns. We 
have prepared tw o airfie lds, and 
we are w a itin g .”  B u t the next 
day, the same, paper reported 
tha t the “ urgen t appeals had 
gone unheeded, and the A llie s  
had fa iled to send food or arm s.”  
The impression was prevalent 
among the Partisans th a t A llied  
hesitation was due to “ not easily 
ascertainable m otives.”

The Nazis and Fascists sent a 
pow erfu l force, armed w ith  
tanks, flam e-th row ers  and heavy 
a r t il le ry ,  aga inst the Partisans. 
The Partisans held fo r  two 
weeks, bu t were f in a lly  forced to 
re trea t fro m  Domodossola in to  
the mountains. Today, N azi sup­
plies f lo w  free ly  once more; the 
N o rth  I ta ly  w a r factories are in 
operation. The war, and the 
s laughter, has been prolonged.

“ The pa trio ts  in no rthern  I ta ly  
have been dealt a heavy blow ,”  
reported the T ribune de Geneve 
on October 16. “ The prestige o f 
the A llie s , who did no th ing to 
help the Domodossola partisans, 
is s ink ing .”

Last year the A llie s  bombed 
the workers ' d is tr ic ts  in M ilan 
and o t h e r  in du s tria l centers, 
which the masses had seized in 
the great up ris ing  a fte r  Mus­
s o lin i’s dow n fa ll, instead o f 
b las ting  the Brenner P a s s  
th rough which Nazi troops and 
supplies were pouring to  stem the 
revo lu tiona ry  upsurge. Now at 
Domodossola. the A llied  im p e ria l­
is ts once more have demonstrated 
tha t th e ir m ain fea r is no t o f the 
r iv a l Nazi im peria lis ts  but the 
independent action o f the revo lu­
tio n a ry  an ti-fa sc is t masses in 
arms.

17 Trade Unions 
Protest Denial Of 
Pardon To The 18

Protests from trade union and 
other labororganizations against 
the recent denial of a presiden­
tial pardon to the 18 Socialist 
Workers Party and Minneapo­
lis Truckdrivers Local 544-CIO 
leaders railroaded to prison un­
der the Smith “ Gag” Act, have 
been mounting in the past two 
weeks, according to the latest re­
port of the C iv il Rights Defense 
Committee.

W hile  6 of the imprisoned 
T ro tsky is ts  were released 2 weeks 
ago a t the te rm ina tion  of the ir 
sentences, 12, inc lud ing  Grace 
Carlson, the on ly  woman pris­
oner, s t i l l  rem ain behind prison 
bars under longer sentences. The 
CRDC, o ffic ia l defense represent­
ative of t lie  18, has issued an 
urgent appeal to the en tire  labor 
movement to in te ns ify  the mass 
demand fo r President Roosevelt 
to pardon the 18 and has called 
fo r financial aid in  p rov id ing  re­
lie f fo r the rem a in ing prisoners 
and th e ir  dependents and extend­
ing  the campaign fo r th e ir  free­
dom.

Among the un ion bodies which 
have adopted resolutions recently 
in  support o f the 18 and made 
con tribu tions to the CRDC cam­
paign are the fo llow ing : CIO
United Autom obile W orkers - Lo­
cals 306, D e tro it; Fleetwood 15, 
D e tro it; 160, Henderson, N. C.; 
242, Muncie, Ind .; Spicer U n it  12, 
Toledo, O.; Amalgamated 490, 
H igh land  Park, M ich.; CIO Steel 
W orkers Local 1684, San F ran ­
cisco; CIO United Gas, Coke and 
Chemical W orkers, Dist. 8, St. 
Lou is; Am erican Federation of 
Hosiery W orkers Local 118, Read­
ing , Pa. A lso A F L  Ladies Gar­
ment W orkers Local 102, New 
Y ork  C ity ; B rew ery W orkers Lo ­
cals 97, St. Paul, M inn., and 264, 
A llen tow n, Pa.; Brotherhood of 
Locomotive F irem en and Engine- 
men, B loom ington, 111.; Sm ith 
Steel W orkers Federal Union Lo­
cal 19806, M ilwaukee; S u it Case, 
Bag and P ortfo lio  Makers Local 
60. N. Y. C.; Typographica l U n­
ion Local 3, C inc inna ti, O.; and 
R eta il H a t and F u rn ish ings E m ­
ployes Local 271, N . Y . C.

One of the mosf s ign ifican t ex­
pressions of support came last 
week from  a group of progressive 
members of the CIO F u r W ork­
ers, w h ich fo r years has been un­
der the iron  ru le  of the S ta lin ­
ists who are conducting a v iru ­
lent slander campaign against 
the framed 18 T ro tsky is ts . A long 
w ith  a financia l con tribu tion  to 
the CRDC, these fu r  w orker m il­
itan ts sent the fo llow ing  state­
ment:

“ We declare our so lid a rity  w ith  
you in the figh t fo r  the r ig h ts  
o f labor and free speech. O ur in ­
fluence may not be as s trong as 
tha t o f a great and in flu e n tia l 
trade union, fo r  we are on ly a 
group o f people who are fig h tin g  
fo r  our r ig h ts  in our own fu rr ie rs  
union which is under S ta lin is t 
dom ination. Nevertheless we w ill 
send a le tte r to the President 
asking him fo r  a pardon fo r the 
12 who are s t i l l  in prison.”

Bèggars A t The Gate

Mass Jim -Crow ‘M u tin y ’ T r ia l 
Convicts F i f t y  Negro Sailors

By JR.. Qhester
SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 26.4-1 n a drastic move to main­

tain its vicious jim-crow segregation policy, a seven-man, gold- 
braid. navy court-martial has lound 50 Negro sailors guilty of 
"m utiny.”  Penalties may range from extended prison sentences 
to the maximum, death. The verdict was brought in after only 
45 minutes of deliberation upon the conclusion of 33 days of 
contradictory testimony and summation arguments.

The case goes back to the Port®
Chicago disaster, when a ship be­
ing  loaded w ith  am m unition  blew 
up, causing the death of 327 men 
and tremendous damage.'  The 
great m a jo r ity  of the men were 
Negro sailors in  “ labor batta­
lions”  doing longshore w ork. A ll 
the men brought to t r ia l were 
involved in the tragedy, being 
e ither surv ivors or among the 
squads th a t cleaned up the w reck­
age and rem nants of bodies dis­
membered by the explosion.

IN D IG N A T IO N  STIR R ED
Th is  disaster caused a profound 

reaction  in  the men and appears 
to have brought to the surface 
th e ir  resentment against navy 
jim -crow  policy. Up to the out­
break of ho stilitie s , Negroes were 
accepted in  the navy on ly in  the 
capacity of messmen. “ Only a fte r 
th ings got hot,”  stated Thurgood 
M arshall, ch ie f counsel fo r the 
N AA C P , “ did the navy open up 
other opportun ities to Negroes in  
o ther capacities.”  Even then 
they were jim -crowed in to  segre­
gated un its. “ Somehow or other.”  
M arshall pointed out, “ these un its  
happen to get assigned to the 
d irtie s t, hardest and most danger­
ous jobs.”

The navy user Negro labor 
gangs extensive ly in the San F ra n ­
cisco area to load ships. They

usually w ork under the d irec tion  
of w h ite  officers. T ra in in g  fo r 
sk illed  types of w ork  is often in ­
suffic ient. I t  has been pointed 
out tha t the longshoremen's un­
ion does not pe rm it men to w ork 
am m unition  u n t il they have had 
five years’ experience. Yet some 
of the men at Port Chicago were 
put. on am m unition  a fte r two or 
three m onths’ tra in in g . On top 
of tha t, navy officers often use 
speed-up methods, p itt in g  one 
crew against another. I t  has been 
reported that, officers in  charge 
would malfe side bets w ith  each 
other on the com parative outputs 
of th e ir gangs.

BASIS  OF CHARG E 
The t r ia l testim ony showed 

th a t the men feared to continue 
load ing am m unition a f te r  P o rt 
Chicago. P etitions had been c ir ­
culated asking fo r transfers to 
other types of work, s ta ting  tha t 
they feared to w o rk  am m unition 
aftq* seeing the effects of the 
blast. These pe titions were used 
as the basis fo r the charge of 
“ conspiracy to m u n ity .”  A lthough 
much reference was made du ring  
t lie  t r ia l to “ refusal to w o rk ”  
lis ts, no clear-cut evidence was 
presented tha t the men had re-

(Continued on page 2)

$65 Fines for 
Fraternization

Eisenhower’s Supreme Head­
quarters has prescribed a 
penalty o f $65— considerably 
more than a month’s pay— fo r 
any Am erican soldier found 
fra te rn iz in g  w ith  G e r m a n  
c iv ilians in occupied parts  of 
the Reich. In  the eyes o f the 
brass-hats, says U n ited  Press, 
fra te rn iz a tio n  includes “ any 
type o f unnecessary conversa­
tion .”  So s tr ic t ly  is the rule 
applied th a t no soldier can 
buy a glass o f beer outside the 
A rm y  mess bar, because i t  is 
assumed tha t to  do so he would 
have to ta lk  to a German 
bartender.

B u t fra te rn iza tio n  cannot be 
stopped. Th is  is shown by the 
la rge number o f fines imposed 
on soldiers, who resent the 
d ic ta to ria l in te rfe rence w ith  
th e ir  a ll-too -lim ite d  freedom.

Mexican Government Launches 
Violent Anti-Labor Offensive

The increasing resistance of Mexican workers to the assaults 
on their already very low standards of living has led to a series 
of violent attacks organized by the official CTM-Stalinist ap­
paratus with police collaboration against the insurgent groups. 
The first sign that the official policy was to be violent and 
bloody repression was the action taken against the demonstra­
tion at the Zocalo— the plaza in front of the National Palace— 
last July 20th. ®

58 w orkers were arrested du r­
ing th is  dem onstration against 
the new “ Social S ecu rity ”  Law.
One o f those arrested died o f in ­
ju ries suffered a t the hands o f 
the police who beat him  badly 
a fte r he was taken to  ja i l ;  an 
operation was perform ed on h im  
in prison, bu t under such neglect­
fu l trea tm e n t th a t he died 
soon a fte rw a rd — his friends  un­
able to arrange w ith  the prison 
au tho rities  fo r  be tte r cave. O f the 
other arrested w orkers, defense 
e ffo rts  have been successful in

lib e ra tin g  on ly two on ba il. The 
police and courts arc t ry in g  to 
keep the others in ja il du ring  
the ir tr ia ls  by accusing them o f 
crimes th a t call fo r  more than a 
seven year sentence —  in which 
case no freedom on ba il is pos­
sible.

W O RKERS PROTEST 
Recent events have brough t in ­

to  the open the CTM -G oven i- 
m e n t-S ta lin is t a lliance aimed 
a t stem m ing the insurgen t w o rk ­
ers before they  fin ish w ith  the 
o ffic ia l C TM -type o f unionism .

Two years ago several o f the 
local federations o f independent 
.unions united to fo rm  the N a­
tion a l P ro le ta rian  F ro n t whose 
leadership professes much more 
democratic and m il ita n t policies 
than the CTM bureaucrats and is 
ac tive ly  a n ti-S ta lin is t. In  th is  
and o ther insurgent groups such 
as the. L ib e rta ria n  Federation, 
the democratic r ig h ts  o f the  
rank and file  arc more respected 
and consequently, o f course, se ll­
ou t deals w ith  the bosses and 
the governm ent are not the norm 
o f conduct. Th is  condition is in 
s tr ik in g  con trast to the CTM 
unions which in  la rge p a rt are 
run by gangster methods and 
whose leaders serve v ir tu a lly  as

(Continued fro m  page 3)

Chiang’s com m itm ents, b u t  
Chiang, fea ring  the po litica l con­
sequences of such a brazen sell­
ou t to thé Yankee im peria lis ts , 
drew back in  prec ip ita te  haste.

French Stalinists 
Retreat On Issue 
Of Armed Militias

After a brief show of opposi­
tion, the French National Coun­
cil of Resistance, dominated by 
the Stalinists, has begun to re­
treat before de Gaulle’s drive 
to disarm and dissolve the Pa­
triotic Workers’ M ilitia  and to 
consolidate his counter-revolu­
tionary regime by eliminating 
all organs and elements of revo­
lutionary workers’ power in 
France.

F o llow ing  a pro test by the N a­
tiona l Council o f Resistance 
against de Gaulle's decree, the 
po litica l bureau o f the S ta lin is t 
p a rty  declared on N ov. 2 th a t i t  
refused to “ associate its e lf in any 
way”  w ith  the governm ent's de­
cision and called upon “ a ll Com­
m unists (S ta lin is ts ) in w hatever 
post they are”  to act in  accor­
dance w ith  th is  refusal.

F o r the f irs t  tim e, the S ta lin ­
is t leaders personally attacked 
de Gaulle, saying th a t: “ The
President o f the Government has 
assumed the resp on s ib ility  of 
tre a tin g  the French Resistance 
as a neg lig ib le  q u a n tity .”  The po l­
itica l bureau urged “ a ll p a tr io ts ”  
to be v ig ila n t to defeat “ a ll the 
provocations th a t m ig h t be tried  
by the Cagoulards (Fasc is t cu t­
th roa ts ) who f i l l  the headquarters 
o f the secret service”  o f the gov­
ernm ent.

Meanwhile, according to the

(Continued on page 3)

Government Lifts Censorship On Rottenness 
Of the Chiang Kai-shek Dictatorial Regime

By L i Fu-Jen

Roosevelt’s recall o f Gen. Joseph W . Stilwell, 
commander-in-chief of the China-Burm a-Im lia thea­
ter, followed by the recall of Clarence E. Gauss, Am er­
ican ambassador to Chungking, m arks a new climactic  
point in the developing crisis o f China and serves to  
reveal— this is the most im portant aspect o f the m at­
te r!— what amounts to the firs t overt move by the 
Am erican imperialists to bring China under the ir  
control and dom ination. I t  is the first step in  a long- 
range plan to convert China into a colony o f W a ll 
Street.

Although Roosevelt declared at his press confer­
ence on Oct. 3 1 , that S til-^  
w ell’s recall was ’ ’just a 
case o f personalities,”  
thus reducing the m atter 
to a simple personal feud  
between the A m erican general 
and Chiang Kai-shek, a ll the pub­
lished fac ts  and circumstances- 
po in t to the conclusion th a t W ash­
ing ton is engaged in  exp lo iting  
the cris is  o f Chiang’s reg im e in  
order to  fu r th e r  the  China aims 
o f the Am erican im peria lis ts .

Associated Press correspondent 
Preston G rover disclosed, in a 
dispatch from  N ew  D elhi passed 
by the W ar Departm ent censor­
ship, the te ll - ta le  fa c t th a t 
Major-Gen. P a trick  J. H urley,
Roosevelt’s personal representa­
tive  in Chungking, had demanded 
th a t Chiang “ reorganize his 
Cabinet and e lim inate  reactionary 
obstruction is ts  and an ti-fo re ign  
members”  and tha t “ an Am erican 
general be placed in  command o f 
Chinese operations no t on ly  in 
Burma but elsewhere in m ajor 
operations against the Japanese.”

H urley, accompanied to Chung­
k in g  by Donald M. Nelson, fo rm ­
er chairm an of the W ar Produc­
tion  Board, was armed by Roos­
evelt w ith  "vast powers" design­
ed to force from  Chiang "com ­
m itm ents fo r increased coopera­
tion  w ith  the U nited States in 
the w ar against Japan,”  Grover 
asserted.

U. S. U L T IM A T U M
The Am erican demands “ were 

put fo rce fu lly  to Chiang, in  some 
instances backed by specific mes­
sages from  President Roosevelt.”  
In  other words, an u ltim a tum  
was presented. Chiang, accord­
ing  to the correspondent, made 
the desired com m itm ents “ v ir tu ­
a lly  under th rea t of Am erican 
w ithd raw a l of support of the 
Chiang Kai-shek governm ent."

S tilw e ll proceeded to act on

C H IA N G  A N D  U. S.
As reported by Brooks A tk in ­

son o f the N. Y. Times, in  an a r­
tic le  w ritte n  in  th is  coun try  and 
passed by the W a r D epartm ent 
censorship fo llow ing  h is  re tu rn  
from  Chungking, Chiang was “ a t 
f irs t in c lined  to agree" to S til- 
w e ll’s appo intm ent as supreme 
commander of Chinese forces. 
B u t la te r h is a ttitu d e  became 
“ s t i f f  and hostile .”  A t a p riva te  
m eeting of the S tanding Com m it­
tee of the Centra l Executive Com­
m ittee  of t lie  K uom in tang “ he 
announced the term s of h is per­
sonal u ltim a tum  to Am ericans 
who were pressing h im  fo r m il i­
ta ry  and governm enta l re fo rm :”

1. S tilw e ll m ust go.
2. C ontro l o f Am erican lend- 

lease m ateria ls  must be put in 
his hands.

3. He would no t be coerced by 
Am ericans in to  m aking term s 
w ith  the Chinese S ta lin is ts .

4. I f  Am erica did not y ie ld  on 
these points, China would go back 
to  fig h tin g  the Japanese alone as 
she did before Pearl Harbor.

F o llow ing  S tilw e ll’s recall, T. 
V. Sooug, Chiang’s fore ign m in ­
ister, issued a statem ent declar­
ing  tha t China and the U n ited 
States were in  "complete agree­
m en t" on closer m ilita ry , p o li­
tica l and economic cooperation 
and th a t henceforth “ re la tions be­
tween the two countries w i l l  be 
more understanding, more in t im ­
ate and 'm ore f r u it fu l than ever 
before.”

T h is  d ip lom atic  sidestepping 
cannot conceal the deep s ign ific ­
ance of the u ltim atum s exchan­
ged between W ashington and 
Chungking. I f,  as Soong suggests,

(Continued on page 5)

Railroad Labor Bureaucrats 
Side-Track Union Convention

By Janies Montgom ery
Lor the second time in ten years the B. of L. E. & E. mem­

bership has been persuaded to cancel its National Convention 
by its reactionary and overpaid craft officials. The Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen is one of the 21 craft 
unions into which the American railroad workers are divided 
and disorganized. Both times the move to postpone the conven­
tion was initiated by the ?15,000 a year President, D. B. Robert­
son, and the first time he did it he had to twist the law to suit
his purpose.

The proposal to  postpone the 
convention was incorporated in to  
a ba llo t to the 952 lodges under 
date o f June 27th, 1944. The ba l­
lo t was mailed to  the lodges 
w ith o u t one word o f w a rn in g  or 
discussion on th is  im p o rta n t p ro ­
posal to postpone a na tiona l con­
vention which on ly  meets once 
every fo u r years. The ba llo t was 
also loaded w ith  a ll k inds o f p ro ­
paganda in fa v o r o f postpone­
ment. Lodges vo tin g  fo r  post­
ponement— 654, w ith  190 against, 
and 108 lodges no t vo tin g  a t a ll. 
The w ay th ings  now stand the 
organ iza tion  w i l l  be credited 
w ith  ho ld ing on ly  tw o conven-

tions d u rin g  a period o f 18 vears 
from  1931 to  1949!

When a reactionary leadership 
strengthens its  g rip  on a union, 
conventions are spread fu r th e r 
and fu rth e r apart, and postponed 
as o ften  as possible. Th is  has 
been the trend in the B. o f L . F. 
&  E „  as the fo llo w in g  record w i l l  
show. From  1873, when the o r­
ganization was s tarted , u n t il the  
M inneapolis convention in 1886, 
the union held conventions annu­
a lly , from  1886 t i l l  the St. Paul 
convention in  1910, every (w o  
years, from  1910 to  the M ilw au -

------------- i --------

(Continued on page 3)



li w o - [THE MI D î X Ä N [Il SATURDAY, NOVEMBER I I ,  1944

The delibera tions and decisions 
o f the Trades and Labor Con­
gress o f Canada, in  convention 
assembled tw o weeks ago a t To­
ron to , were in  m arked con trast 
w ith  the more progressive views 
and actions o f the Canadian Con­
gress o f Labor which had held 
its  convention the week p re v i­
ously. The CCL, to  w h ich the 
C IO  in d u s tr ia l unions are a f f i l i ­
ated, had endorsed the Canadian 
Com m onwealth Federation, coun­
te rp a r t o f the B r it is h  Labor P a r­
ty , and re jected the  no -s trike  
pledge.

B u t the T C L, dom inated by the 
c ra f t  unions inc lud ing  A F L  bo­
dies, and w ith  the S ta lin is ts  p lay ­
in g  a key role, continued to  sup­
p o rt reactionary  po lic ies. R e a ffir­
m ation o f the 110-s tr ik e  pledge 
was shoved th rough  w ith o u t a 
d issen ting vote and the old-line 
c ra f t  bureaucrats and S ta lin is ts  
jo ined  in  expressing th e ir  a lle ­
giance to  the an ti- la bo r cap ita l­
is t L ibe ra l Government.

The m ost s ig n ifica n t develop­
m ent revealed by  the convention 
was the ex te n t to  w h ich  the S ta l­
in is ts  have become entrenched in 
the bureaucracy. The m achinery 
and o rgan iza tion  o f the conven­
tio n  was in  the hands o f J. A . 
S u llivan , T C L  Secre tary-Trea­
surer, and P resident o f the Ca­
nadian Seamen’s U n ion. S ta lin is t 
S u llivan  was in terned by the “ de­
m ocra tic ”  Canadian governm ent 
d u rin g  the period o f the S ta lin - 
H it le r  pact, bu t was released 
a fte r  he jum ped on the im p e ria l­
is t  band-wagon when H it le r  a t­
tacked the Soviet U n ion. Sul­
liv a n ’s union, toge ther w ith  the 
In te rn a tio n a l Associa tion o f M a­
ch in is ts , headed by S ta lin is t 
R obert Haddow, and .the Lum ber 
W orkers, bossed by S ta lin is t 
Bruce Magnussen, constitu ted  
the  m a in  source o f S ta lin is t 
s treng th  a t the convention.

So g re a t is the pressure o f 
the Canadian w o rkers  fo r  o rgan­
iza tion  th a t in  the past year the 
T C L  m em bership, according to  
T C L  P resident P ercy Bengough’s 
repo rt, has jum ped fro m  100,000 
to  340,000, topp ing  the  250,000 
m em bership o f the  CCL. O f 
course, p a rt o f the T C L m em ber­
ship increase on the records is due 
to  the  fa c t th a t, un like  in  previous 
years, the in te rna tiona ls  were 
no t pe rm itted  to  continue th e ir  
practice o f re p o rtin g  low  mem­
bership figures to  keep down 
th e ir  paym ents o f T C L  assess­
ments. B u t the bu lk  o f the T C L  
g ro w th  has been due to  an in ­
f lu x  o f new w orkers anxious to 
be organized in  sp ite  o f the in ­
d iffe re n t e ffo r ts  o f the c ra f t  m o­
guls and S ta lin is ts . Delegates 
fro m  the W est com plained b it te r ­
ly  about the lack o f organizers 
and ind iffe rence  o f the T C L  lead­
ers.

O ur Canadian correspondent 
sums up the T C L  convention in 
the fo llo w in g  w ords: “ The over­
w he lm ing m a jo r ity  o f the nearly  
800 delegates were ju s t o ld-line 
p e tty  bureaucrats, whose average 
age was easily 20 years over 
th a t o f the delegates a t the p re­
ceding CCL convention in  Que­
bec C ity . I t  was obvious th a t 
the new in f lu x  o f m em bership 
has not y e t been able to  break 
th rough  the foss ilized crust o f 
the T C L  machine, excepting 
where the  S ta lin is ts  have been 
able to do th is  by p rov ing  them ­
selves loya l w a te r-ca rrie rs  and 
tru s tw o rth y  exponents o f the 
class-collaboration po licy o f  the 
T C L  leadership. Delibera tions 
at the convention were character­
ized by an a ir  o f boredom, sleepi­
ness and lack o f v ita l ity ,  con­
tra s tin g  sha rp ly  w ith  the e lectric  
atm osphere p re va ilin g  a t the CCL 
convention the wcèk before.”

Nevertheless, Canada’s w o rk ­
ers, as re flected in  the  CCL con­
ven tion  and the advances o f the 
CCF p a rty , are on thé move. 
The new fresh  layers o f workers 
f lo c k in g  in to  the T C L  w i l l  be

By. Joseph K e lle r
caught up in the progressive and 
m il ita n t moods sweeping a ll Can­
adian labo r and w il l  n o t be over- 
long in o rgan iz ing  resistance 
aga inst the cyn ica l and unscrupu­
lous se ll-ou t machine o f the  S ta l­
in is ts  and the O ld Guard b u r­
eaucrats o f the TC L. “ The next 
convention o f the Trades and L a ­
bour Congress o f Canada,”  our 
correspondent predicts, “ should 
te ll a d iffe re n t s to ry .”

Branches Speed Up Pamphlet Sales

A no the r dem onstra tion o f the 
nefarious s trikeb rea k ing  ro le  o f 
the S ta lin is ts  was g iven on the 
Pacific Coast la s t week in the 
s tr ik e  o f 2,500 members o f Local 
1,304, CIO  U n ited  Steel W orkers, 
who ceased m ach in is t re p a ir w o rk  
on 82 ships in  San Francisco Bay.

Responding to  the slander of 
M ayor R o w r D. Lapham , power­
fu l an ti-la bo r shipowner, th a t the 
s tr ik e  was “ close to  treason”  and 
his lam ent tha t i t  was “ strange 
th a t no leader o f organized labor 
has pub lic ly  condemned those re ­
sponsible fo r  the present tie -up ,”  
the S ta lin is t leadership o f the 
CIO  in A lameda County hastened 
to jo in  the baying w o lf-pack o f 
reaction against th e ir  b ro the r CIO  
members. N a tu ra lly , S ta lin is t 
H a rry  B ridges’ henchmen o f the 
CIO  Longshorem en’s Union were 
r ig h t  in the fo re fro n t o f the 
sna rlin g  reactionaries.

U nder cover o f th e ir  CIO posts, 
the S ta lin is ts  issued a pub lic  
s ta tem ent c a llin g  the CIO m a­
chin is ts  who were f ig h tin g  to  de­
fend th e ir  un ion standards “ en­
emies o f labo r and o f the na tion .”  
Th is vicious canard was broad­
cast by those who have called on 
labor to  surrender its  s tr ik e  
weapon perm anently.

The S ta lin is t s ta tem ent d id  no t 
end w ith  mere slander, however. 
These s lim y  finks brazen ly p ro ­
claimed th a t “ we w il l  support the 
armed forces and the appropria te  
G overnm ent agencies and the 
President in  any action  necessary 
to h a lt th is  o r any o ther s tr ik e .”  
T h is  is the f ir s t  recorded in ­
stance in  the h is to ry  o f the A m er­
ican labo r movem ent th a t so- 
called labo r leaders have an­
nounced in advance th e ir  support 
o f the use o f armed violence 
aga inst s tr ik in g  workers.

M oreover, the statem ent actu­
a lly  demanded th a t the govern­
ment “ g ive no consideration to 
the demands o f M ach in is ts ’ Union 
Local 1304 w h ile  i t  is in  v io la tion  
o f the no -s trike  pledge.”

T ru ly , the re  is no depth, how­
ever low , to w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  
w ill no t s ink  in  th e ir  e ffo r ts  to 
convince W a ll S tree t and B ig  
Business th a t they are the  m ost 
re liab le  agents o f ca p ita lis t reac­
tion  w ith in  the labo r movement.

By The Campaign Manager
T ak in g  advantage o f the p o lit ic a l m eetings he ld in the p re­

election weeks, comrades in m any p a rts  o f the  coun try  have given 
an added s p u rt to th e ir  w o rk  in  se lling  the  M inneapo lis  Case 
pam phlets. A t  least 264 pam phlets p resen ting  the basic p rinc ip les 
o f the T ro ts k y is t p rogram  have thus been sold.

O ther reports  fro m  the branches com m ent on the favorab le  
response o f M il ita n t  readers to  the  Pam phle t Campaign. The steady 
increase in  sales o f our lite ra tu re  shows th a t by the end o f th is  
cam paign over 10,000 M inneapo lis Case pam phlets w i l l  be in  the 
hands o f these advanced w orkers. Reading “ Socialism  on T r ia l”  by 
James P. Cannon, “ In  Defense o f Socia lism ”  by A lb e r t  Goldman, 
“ W ho A rc  the  18 M inneapo lis P risone rs?”  and “ W hy We A re  In  
P rison ”  w i l l  make m any o f these w orkers new adherents to the 
cause o f socialism .

From Our Mailbag
P hilade lph ia : O ur records show th a t so fa r  we have sold 100 

pam phlets. Please send us 40 m ore! The 52 we sold th is  week were 
a ll sold a t a Socia lis t P a rty  election ra l ly  a t which N orm an Thomas 
spoke.

M ilw aukee : B y checking the exact num ber o f M inneapolis Case 
Pam phlet Sets sold here, we Can de fin ite ly  in fo rm  you th a t we have 
sold 148 pam phlets, a lm ost double our quota. In  add ition  to  se lling  
pam phlets to  M il ita n t  readers, we sold 44 a t one S ocia lis t P a rty  
cam paign m eeting, and another 40 a t a m eeting where Norm an 
Thom as spoke. In c id en ta lly , we have com plete ly sold ou t our stock 
o f in d iv id u a l t r ia l  pam phlets.

D e tro it :  We covered a H e n ry  W allace m eeting la s t F r id a y  and 
sold 32 sets (128 pam ph lets) there . W e hope to go over our 1,000 
quota by the end o f the  Cam paign.

Y oungstow n: One o f our comrades v is ite d  a N egro subscriber 
who rem arked th a t he liked  the  paper and was in terested in  the 
pam phlets. A f te r  adding th a t in  G eorgia where he comes fro m , he 
w ould “ have his neck broken”  i f  he were caught w ith  them , he 
bought the pam phlets and renewed h is subscrip tion. A no the r sub­
scriber to ld  our comrade who v is ite d  h im  th a t  he was bu y in g  The 
M il ita n t  and pam phlets fo r  h is  young daughter, who liked  the 
paper ve ry  much.

Los A ngeles: One o f ou r comrades w o rk in g  in  a la rge  p la n t has 
sold 60 pam phlets and 20 t r ia l  subscrip tions to  The M il ita n t  in  his 
shop. He has had discussions on the  na tu re  o f Fascism  w ith  a group 
o f fe llow -w orke rs , m any o f whom  have been he lp ing  h im  sell the 
subs and the M inneapo lis Case pam phlets.

San F rancisco: W e’re  w e ll over ou r quota o f 350 pam phlets, 
and s t i l l  a t w o rk ! W e v is ite d  one N egro subscriber who had already 
m ailed in  h is own renew al and fo u r  p rem ium  subs fo r  his friends. 
Now he is he lp ing  us to  complete the  w o rk  o f v is it in g  o ther sub­
scribers in  the  neighborhood.

New Y o rk : W e are now past the  70 percent m ark  in  the 
L ite ra tu re  Campaign, w ith  2,044 T r ia l Pam phlets sold. In  add ition  
we have obtained 334 s ix -m onth , one tw o-year, and 11 one-year 
renewals fo r  The M ilita n t,  w ith  72 new t r ia l  subs and 277 prem ium  
subs fo r  fr ien ds  o f subscribers. A  B rook lyn  comrade to ld  o f v is it in g  
one subscriber who said he d idn ’t  w a n t to *re ne w  his subscrip tion. 
“ 1 would lik e  to  ask you some questions about the M inneapolis Case, 
though ,”  he added, in v it in g  he r to  come in to  the  house. She took 
ou t the  pam phlets, discussed the case w ith  h im , and le ft  w ith  both 
the subscrip tion  and the pam phlets sold!

A no the r comrade te lls  o f her m ethod o f a rousing in te res t in  the 
pam phlets. In  H a rlem , fo r  instance, she m entions th a t “ Socialism  
on T r ia l”  gives the  T ro ts k y is t pos ition  on e q ua lity  o f races. Then 
she tu rns  to  the index', opens the  book a t the  tes tim ony on race 
equa lity , and reads aloud Cannon’s s ta tem ent on the w itness stand. 
The c la r ity  o f the  answer, and the  ease w ith  whjch she can re fe r 
to  it ,  never fa ils  to sell the  pam phlets.

The four pamphlets above, packed in an attractive container, are being offered to new readers 
of T H E  M IL IT A N T  for only 25 cents, by Pioneer Publishers. The regular price is 40 cents.

Navy Convicts 50 
Negro Sailors Of 
‘Mutiny’ In Trial

(Continued from page 1 )

SWP Celebrates Anniversary 
Of October 1917 Revolution

NEW  YORK, Nov. 5.—Several hundred members and sym-®' 
pathizers o f the Socialist Workers Party tonight celebrated the 
27th anniversary of the Russian Bolshevik Revolution at a mass 
meeting here in the Irving Plaza ballroom.

Insp ired by  the news o f the de-®-
ve lop ing revo lu tiona ry  soc ia lis t 
s trugg le  th rou gh ou t Europe, the 
assembled w orkers pledged them ­
selves to  the defense o f the  re ­
m a in ing  conquests o f the October 
R evolution, the n a t i o n a l i z e d  
p ro pe rty  and planned economy o f 
the Soviet U n ion , and to c a rry  
fo rw a rd  the s trugg le  fo r  in te r ­
na tiona l socialism , the p rogram  
o f Len in  and T ro ts k y  w h ich  led 
the Russian w orkers  and peas­
ants to power in 1917.

,E . R. F rank , Associate E d ito r 
o f The M il ita n t  and F ou rth  In ­
te rna tiona l, and Elo ise B lack, Or-

gan izer o f the E ast Side Branch 
o f the  New  Y o rk  SW P Local, ad­
dressed the m eeting on the  s ig n i­
ficance o f the Russian Revolu­
tion  fo r  the w orkers o f the w o rld  
today. The g re a t docum entary 
f ilm  o f the Russian Revolution, 
“ F rom  Czar to  Le riin ,”  was 
shown as a special fea tu re  o f the 
celebration.

“ We celebrate the Russian 
R evolution on its  27th ann iver­
sary .”  declared Comrade F rank, 
“ w ith  the conviction th a t the 
masses o f France, o f I ta ly ,  o f 
Greece, o f Belg ium , o f a ll Eu-

SCOREBOARD
Quota Sold Percent

F lin t  ...... ................. ...... ...... - ..... - 10 32 320
Toledo ------------- -------------------------- 160 360 • 225
M ilw aukee .................... —------------ 80 148 185
Reading --------- ------------------------ 90 152 169
P h ila d e lp h ia ------------------------------ 80 100 125
St. Paul .................... - ..... -............ 140 156 112
B u ffa lo  ------------- ----------------------- 400 444 111
San Francisco ............... ........... 350 388 111
Cleveland ... ....—------------------ ------ 200 212 106
Los Angeles ----------------—------- r - 1500 1380 92
D e tro it  ....... t __________ ______ 1000 876 88
M inneapo lis ------------------------------ 330 272 82
New  Y o rk  .— ........ ...... ....... ........ . 2800 2044 70
Seattle ........................................... 500 338 68
Y oungstow n ....................... .......... 120 76 63
Chicago ----------- ---------------------....... 700 376 54
Rochester -- ------------------------------- 140 64 45
San Diego ___________________ 80 24 30
Bayonne ____ _____ ___________ 180 44 24
N ew ark __________________ _ 700 152 22
A k ro n  ------------ ---- ---------------------- 70 20 20
B o s to n _________ _____________ 230 40 17
A llen to w n  ..... .......  ....... 40 0 0
New- Haven ....... ..... ..................... 40 0 0
P ittsb u rg h  .................. ............... 10 0 0
Quaker t o w n ________________ _ 10 0 0
St. Louis _______ _____________ 10 0 0
Texas .... ........... ........... .... .......... ... 30 0 0

Total...™_________ 10,000 7698 77

Wright Lectures 
A t School Forum

N E W  YORK, Oct. 29. —- The 
concluding fo rum  In the October 
Series conducted a t the New 
Y o rk  School o f Social Science 
was held here ton igh t, w ith  John 
G. W r ig h t  speaking on “ W h a t is 
Happening in  Germany.”  The 
forum s were very successful, 
w ith  a la rge num ber o f newcom­
ers a ttend ing  each of the fou r 
sessions in  the series.

A nnounc ing  its  plans fo r  Nov­
ember, the New Y o rk  School of 
Social Science has scheduled 
Charles Jackson,' au thor of The 
M ilita n t  column “ The Negro 
S truggle ,”  as the speaker fo r 
November 12. Comrade Jackson 
w i l l  discuss “ The S trug g le  fo r  
Negro E q u a lity .”  On November 
2G, a rep o rt of the Socia list 
W orker P a rty  Convention w i l l  be

D u rin g  the la s t fo u r  months 
we have received 1,388 new in ­
tro d u c to ry  subscrip tions to  The 
M ilita n t. O f th is  num ber, the 
branches sent in  908 subscrip­
tions w h ich is conclusive p roo f 
th a t they rea lize the im portance 
o f g e ttin g  The M il ita n t  in to  the 
hands o f as m any w orkers  as 
possible. O ur subscribers sent in  
480 which shows th a t the y  too 
are conscious o f spreading as fa r  
and w ide as possible the  p ro ­
g ram  and ideas presented in  The 
M ilita n t.

* * *

W e quote fro m  le tte rs  sent us 
by ou r agents and subscribers 
show ing how the y  fee l about 
The M il ita n t :

San F rancisco: “ In  one place 
the comrade securing renew al 
was greeted w ith  the re m a rk : 
'Oh, you’re fro m  th a t good pa­
per!.’ I t  seems th a t the w ife  reads 
the paper more c a re fu lly  due to 
hav ing  access to i t  w h ile  her 
husband is  on the  road (ra ilro a d  
d in in g  car w o rk e r) much o f the 
tim e. She is p a rtic u la r ly  im pres­
sed w ith  ‘The N egro  S trug g le ’ 
column. She is a member o f the 
N A A C P  and likes the m anner in  
which Jackson po in ts  o u t the 
shortcom ings o f the leadership of 
th a t o rgan iza tion  and w ha t the 
rea l p rog ram  should< be. She 
takes the paper to w o rk  w ith  her 
where a ll the women fe llow - 
workers are anxious to  read it .  
She has stated she w i l l  t r y  to  
sell t r ia l  subs to them . H e r hus­
band accepted the suggestion o f 
ta k in g  The M il ita n t  w ith  h im  on 
the road and se lling  subs to  the 
o th e r ra ilro a d  w orkers.”

M inneapo lis : “ One comrade
w ent to see the subscriber fo r  
whom I ’m sending you renewal. 
H is  w ife  answered the door and 
when our comrade to ld  her the 
purpose o f her v is it ,  the  w ife  
called her husband who was p lay ­
ing  cards in another room . She 
said, ‘ I ’m sure he w ants to  re ­
new i t  fo r  I  have heard h im  te ll 
some o f his friends  w h a t a good 
paper i t  is ’.”

presented. No fo rum  is sched­
uled fo r November W th.

A l l  friends and readers of The 
M ilita n t  are in v ite d  to attend 
the November forum s, to be held 
a t the school, 116 U n ive rs ity  
Place. Forum s begin a t 8 P. M.

Toledo: “ Enclosed are tw o  25c 
subs obtained by the branch and 
th irtee n  in tro d u c to ry  subs ob­
tained by subscribers. These T o­
ledo subscribers are do ing very 
w e ll and more subs w i l l  come in  
next week.

“ One o f our subscribers who 
was born in  Poland w hich was 
then p a r t o f Russia said th a t up­
on f irs t  read ing  The M il ita n t he 
th o u g h t we were too harsh on 
S ta lin . A f te r  reading the paper 
fo r  tw o  m onths and also the 
pam phlet, ‘Fascism ’ by  Leon 
T ro tsky , he approached our 
w o rke r in  the fa c to ry  and said, 
‘You know, perhaps I ’m  m ore 
rad ica l than I  tho ugh t I  was. I  
should lik e  to  have a one-year 
subscrip tion  to  The M il ita n t  and 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l. (W e had 
g iven h im  a sample ijopy o f the  
F . I . )  Y ou r paper is  the  on ly  one 
te ll in g  the t ru th  about the E u­
ropean s itua tion  today. I  cannot 
te ll you how pleased I  am th a t 
you have given me th is  oppor­
tu n ity  fo r  a source o f in fo rm a ­
tion  o ther than the ca p ita lis t 
press’.”

M ilw aukee : "P lease cancel m y 
subscrip tion  when i t  expires. I  
enjoyed i t  ve ry  much and m any 
others enjoyed i t  w ith  me. I  am 
a w idow  m ak ing  m y liv in g  w ith  
keeping room ers. B u t the gov­
ernm ent froze  m y income before 
I knew i t  and could ra ise the 
ren t. Food prices and o ther com­
m odities a re  s t i l l  go ing up. I  
s t i l l  have to  eat. So w ith  re g re t 
I  had to  cancel the subscrip tion 
to The M il ita n t . ”

(Because th is  subscriber has 
expressed a sincere in te res t in 
The M il ita n t and because we fee l 
th a t our paper w i l l  continue to 
be o f in te res t to  her and her 
friends, we are keeping her name 
on our m arling  l is t  so th a t she 
w i l l  receive The M il ita n t  re g u la r­
ly  every week.)

San Francisco: “ I ’ve been read­
in g  you r paper fo r  three m onths 
and t ru th fu l ly  like  i t .  I  always 
give i t  to  m y friends. W e like  
‘The Negro S trug g le ’ best o f a ll 
and w ish you would add more. I 
am go ing to  get my friends  to 
read The M ilita n t.  I ’ ve go t fou r 
now, thanks to  you. I ’l l  give 
them each a card. In  my opin ion 
I th in k  The M il ita n t  is  our on ly 
way ou t and I  am w illin g  to  do 
a n y th in g  I  can' to  he lp  f ig h t 
against d isc rim in a tio n .”

rope are beginning the fa te fu l 
revo lu tiona ry  march w h ich w ill 
lead them  to  th e ir  own October 
Revolutions where they, lik e  the 
w orkers and peasants o f Russia 
in  1917, w i l l  ove rth row  th e ir  
land lords and cap ita lis ts , take 
over the fac to ries  and fa rm s, and 
proceed to  bu ild  a new society 
on soc ia lis t founda tions.”

P o in tin g  to  the recent d irect 
reports  o f the su rv iva l and g ro w ­
in g  s treng th  o f the T ro tsky is t 
pa rties  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
t io n a l th rou gh ou t Europe, the 
speaker voiced confidence in  the 
a b il i ty  o f the  insu rgen t p ro le ta r­
ia t  to “ bu ild  th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  
p a r ty  in  the ve ry  heat o f the 
s trugg le .”  “ F a r  m ore lik e ly  
than the de fin itive  crush ing of 
th is  wave o f revo lu tions by the 
m il ita ry  forces o f A n g lo -A m e ri­
can im p e ria lism  and the K rem lin  
bureaucracy is the fra te rn iz a tio n  
o f the revo lu tiona ry  masses w ith  
the  ran k  and file  soldiers and 
the flam es o f the re vo lu tion  leap­
in g  over and catch ing fire  in 
Eng land and in  the Soviet Union 
and m ak ing  its  e ffec ts  fe l t  even 
across the  A t la n t ic .”

E lo ise B lack described the  im ­
perishable achievements o f the 
October Revolu tion . “ The revo l­
u tion  proved fo r  a ll t im e  th a t the 
w orkers  are capable o f m ak ing  a 
successful social revo lu tion , th a t 
they are able to  organize and 
ru n  society fo r  the benefit o f a ll 
the to il in g  masses. The ca p ita l­
is ts  and th e ir  agents scoffed a t 
the  idea th a t ‘dum b’ w orkers and 
peasants could establish th e ir  
own governm ent and organize 
production. B u t th is  has been 
done in  one o f the m ost backward 
countries.”

P r io r  to  the show ing o f the in ­
s p ir in g  film  record o f the  Rus­
sian R evolution, “ F rom  Czar To 
Len in ,”  the m eeting  sent mes­
sages o f s o lid a rity  to  the  12 im ­
prisoned T ro tsky is ts  and to  N a­
ta lia  T ro tsky , w idow  o f Leon 
T ro tsky , co-leader w ith  Len in  o f 
t h e  Russian Revolu tion and 
founder o f the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l. A  collection o f $95 was 
made.

fused to obey, d irect orders from  
t l ie ir  officers.

One im p o rta n t p o in t stands ou t 
from  the testim ony. A ny exh ib i­
tion  o f resentm ent by the men 
against th e ir  lo t  was im m edia te ly  
transla ted by the officers in to  a 
th re a t against th e ir  a u th o rity  
and d isc ip line . The whole navy 
system of in tim id a tio n  was 
brought in to  play.

When, the news th a t the men 
did  not w ish to handle am m uni­
t io n  reached the officers a series 
of questionings ami m usterings 
were held. Men were questioned 
in d iv id u a lly  a n tl statements 
draw n up by the officers were 
given to them fo r  signature. 
Groups were lectured and the 
navy m anual on m u tin y  read. 
Many of the statem ents were not 
taken verbatim .

T H E  N A V Y ’S M E TH O D S  ,
One ensign testified th a t be 

asked the men to te ll h im  "a ll  
about i t ”  and then selected “ tha t 
w h ich  he though t was im por­
ta n t.”  A no ther office r testified 
th a t he took  down notes in  lo ng - 
hand and then d icta ted statem ents 
th a t he considered were “ the sub­
stance of w ha t the men said . , . 
exclud ing irre levancies.”  Many 
of the men testified  th a t they 
were to ld  to s ig n  the statements, 
and did  so because “ they thought 
they had to.”

The a rm y  and navy have made 
a whole system o f allowances fo r  
ba ttle  fa tigue, she ll shock and 
psychological reactions to the 
ho rro rs  of w ar. Yet in  th is  case, 
where the men w ent th rough  one 
of the severest m un itio n  disasters 
o f the w ar, no consideration fo r  
its  e ffect was made.

In  his fina l statem ent Prosecu­
to r L t .  Commander James F. 
Coaklcy, who has been accused 
by T liu rgood M arsha ll o f p re ju ­
dice, said: “ A n y  man so de­
praved as to be a fra id  to  load 
am m un ition  deserves no le n i­
ency.”

FR E E  T H E  F IF T Y !
The case has held the in te res t 

o f Negroes a ll over the country. 
They see in  i t  a representation 
o f the whole system o f d isc rim ­
in a tio n  as practiced by the U. S. 
armed forces. They see in  i t  a 
rep e titio n  o f the d isc rim in a tio n  
they have experienced a ll th e ir  
lives. M any young Negroes, be­
lie v in g  th is  a “ w ar fo r democ­
racy,”  hoped th a t by jo in in g  the 
armed forces they could w in  some 
fo r themselves. T h e ir  experience 
has proved otherwise. A l l  the 
con flic ts  in  society are repro» 
duced in  the a rm y and navy w i t l  
in te ns ified  force.

T h is  t r ia l ,  the la rgest mass 
t r ia l ip  navy h is to ry , bids fa ir  
to become the Negro “ cause cel- 
ebre”  of the war. Resentment is 
p ilin g  up. The im p os itio n  of 
sentences w i l l  touch o ff  move­
ments of protest by colored w o rk ­
ers a ll over the country. T h e ir 
demand w i l l  be "F R E E  T H E  F IF ­
T Y  SAILO RS.”

LOS A N G E L E S  
S O U TH  S ID E
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Pioneer Publishers Works 
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One o f the fas tes t g row ing  
CIO organ iza tions is the O il 
W orkers In te rn a tio n a l Union, 
which held its  15th annual con­
vention recen tly  in  F o rth  W orth , 
Texas. A  hea lthy  s ign a t the con­
vention was the re jec tion  o f the 
S ta lin is t e ffo r ts  to push them ­
selves to  the fo re  and shove over 
an ti-dem ocra tic  policies.

A  progressive step adopted by 
the convention was the decision 
to publish a un ion paper, the  Oil 
W orkers In te rn a tio n a l. Am ong 
one o f the f irs t  fea tu res o f the 
paper, according to  a Texas cor­
respondent, “ w i l l  be. to  debunk 
the fa n ta s tic  and rom an tic  ideas 
Texans have o f the Texas Ran­
gers.”

Our correspondent reports the 
s t a t e m e n t  of Organizational 
Director W . B. Taylor to the con­
vention that the Texas Rangers, 
who were formed originally to rid 
Texas of cattle-rustlers, are now 
being used for “something for 
which they were never intended, 
union busters.” Our correspondent 
adds that “ the companies are 
calling them in, in West Texas, 
to brow-beat, coerce and abuse 
union members.”
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Perspectives O f R e vo lu tio n a ry  S itu a tio n  In  F rance
Railway Union Leaders 
Side-Track Convention

This is the last of a series of three articles dealing with tbety 
revolutionary developments which commenced in  France with  
the Faris uprising of last August. I t  outlines the present main 
political tendencies and the prospects of the mass struggle 
against reaction. The previous articles dealt w ith the Paris up­
rising and described how the French workers armed themselves.

By Frank  Lawrence
Over two months have passed since the August uprisings 

and the assumption of office by the provisional government of 
de Gaulle and not one of the fundamental problems confronting 
the French people, has found a solution.

In an address delivered on® — —
October 1 at Lille, de Gaulle >8 necessary fo r  the re h a b ilita ­

tion  o f France.”
On the question o f S ta lin is t 

representation in  the governm ent, 
Duclos said: “ Yes, I  know  we 
have on ly  tw o  members in the 
Cabinet and th a t they occupy 
tw o  o f the least im p o rta n t posts 
— M in is tr ie s  o f H ea lth  and A ir — 
bu t w hat does th a t m a tte r?  We 
are s im p ly  n o t interested in  ho ld­
ing  o ffice . A l l  we w a n t is to help 
ge t th ings  done. T h a t is why 
Com m unists w ill co-operate w ith  
any governm ent elected by the 
French people.”

Duclos denied th a t the S ta lin ­
ists ever demanded se lf-gove rn­
m ent fo r  F rance ’s colonies. “ The 
natives in the m a jo r ity  o f these 
colonies are backward people, 
and i t  is F rance’s respons ib ility  
to  g ive them  a he lp ing hand.”  As 
fo r  the Indo-C hina S ta lin is ts , 
“ they would no t be opposed to 
French troops fig h tin g  to regain 
i t  fo r  France.”

New Times  ~  O ld  S lander

presented the following grim 
picture of the present material 
situation: “ Today. . . we are 
an impoverished great nation., .  
Our com m unications everywhere 
are broken, our canal locks des­
troyed, our po rts  unusable, and 
our fac to ries  w ith o u t raw  ma­
te ria ls , w ith o u t coal and w ith o u t 
cu rren t, our mines w ith o u t p it-  
props.”

How does de Gaulle propose to 
rebu ild  the w ar-shattered econ­
om y? To dupe the masses who 
w an t an end to  the anarchy o f 
decaying cap ita lism  and to the 
dom ination  o f economic l i fe  by 
the  b ig  banks and in du s tria lis ts , 
he attacked the “ tru s ts ”  and 
ta lked  about the necessity fo r  a 
“ planned economy”  and “ s tate 
d irection  o f the g re a t sources o f 
common w ea lth .”  B u t he im m e­
d ia te ly  hastened to reassure the 
cap ita lis ts  th a t such state regu­
la tio n  and con tro l w i l l  n o t “ of 
course, exclude those g re a t levers 
o f action : men o f in it ia t iv e  and 
fa ir  p ro fits .”

The demagogy is on ly too 
transp are n t and fa m ilia r . To ap­
pease the masses and to  ga in  
tim e, de Gaulle is compelled to 
“ ta lk  lik e  a S ocia lis t.”  To p ro ­
tec t the ca p ita lis t co llabora tors 
and to e lim ina te  w o rke rs ’ con tro l 
over the seized fac to ries  and 
fo re s ta ll th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  ex­
p ro p ria tio n  he is us ing the  power 
o f the state to act as “ trustee 
and policem an fo r  the c a p ita lis t 
owners

In  the case o f the seizure o f 
the Renault p lan ts fo r  example, 
P ie rre  LeFauchaux, an in d u s tr ia l­
is t, was appointed m anager o f 
the p rope rty  by the governm ent. 
De G aulle takes over factories 
which have prev iously  been taken 
over by the workers, fo r  the same 
reasons tha t Roosevelt takes over 
s trike-bound p lan ts : to smash the 
independent class action o f the 
w orkers and to pro tect the 
threatened in te rests  o f the bosses.

DE G A U L L E  D IC T A T O R
De Gaulle is no t on ly w o rk ing  

to  keep the old c a p ita lis t gang 
in  power and to  suppress the 
masses a t home. As a too l o f 
French and A llie d  im peria lism , he 
has to  d rag  the French people 
back in to  the im p e ria lis t w ar. 
O ur P aris  correspondent po in ts 
out in  the October F ou rth  In te r ­
n a tio n a l: “ The French ru l in g
class, expressing its e lf  th rough  
de Gaulle, is s tak in g  its  c la im  to 
a share in  the peace settlem ent, 
the p a rtit io n  o f Germany, and the 
po lic ing  o f Europe as a g re a t 
power. A s a m a tte r o f fac t, 
however, F rance no longer has 
the power to  p lay  such a ro le  in  
v iew  o f its  economic, po litica l 
and m il ita ry  weakness and the 
preponderant power, economic 
and m ilita ry , o f the U .S.A.

“ B u t in  an a tte m p t to  stake 
his cla im , de Gaulle p lans— as his 
speech a t the  C h a illo t Palace 
shows— to rebu ild  the  French 
a rm y  and gear the  whole eco 
nom ic li fe  o f France to  the w a r 
e ffo r t .  Such a burden w i l l  prove 
too heavy. F rance w i l l  be lik e  
Balaam ’s ass. The im pos ition  o f 
such a burden upon the already 
w eary masses a f te r  fo u r years o f 
German occupation and exp lo ita  
t io n  can on ly be achieved by d ic­
ta to r ia l methods.”

The d ic ta to r ia l and counter­
re vo lu tio n a ry  character o f de 
G aulle ’s reg im e has been con­
spicuously m anifested in  h is a t­
tem pts to  d isa rm  the workers, 
his clash w ith  the o ff ic ia l Resist­
ance Movem ent, and the censor­
ship o f o ff ic ia l statem ents o f the 
Com m unist P a rty .

S T A L IN IS T  P O LIC Y
The m a jo r ity  o f the revo lu tion ­

a ry  w orkers in  France today fo l­
lo w  the Com m unist (S ta lin is t)  
P a rty , bu t the  S ta lin is ts , in  
obedience to  the K re m lin ’s fo r ­
eign po licy, support and p a r t ic i­
pate in  de Gaulle’s counter-rev­
o lu tio na ry  governm ent. Despite 
occasional f r ic t io n  between them, 
the S ta lin is t p rogram  is essenti­
a l ly  the  same as de Gaulile's. 
Here is how Jacques Duclos, sec­
re ta ry  o f the French Com m unist 
P a rty , ou tlined its  p rogram ’ to 
the  correspondent o f the London 
“ E ven ing S tandard”  on Sept. 15.

“ French cap ita lis ts  are ‘ id io ts ’ 
i f  they are a fra id  o f Communism”  
(read S ta lin ism ), declared D u­

clos, He w ent on to  say th a t, fa r  
fro m  his p a rty  in s is tin g  on a 
C o m m u n is t  governm ent fo r  
France, they w i l l  even re fra in  
fro m  p u ttin g  fo rw a rd  a program  
o f rad ica l social re fo rm . “ We are 
no t even in terested in  the ques­
t io n  o f a 40-hour week. As fa r  as 
we are concerned, the  w orkers 
w i l l  w o rk  60 hours weekly i f  i t

(Continued from page 1)

T R O T S K Y IS T  PROGRAM
In  irreconcilab le  opposition to 

th is  S ta lin is t p rogram  o f submis­
sion to  cap ita lism , im peria lism  
and its  agents stands the revo lu­
tio n a ry  p rog ram  and ac tiv itie s  o f 
the T ro tsky is ts . In  m any places 
T ro ts k y is t w o rkers , according to 
our correspondent, took the  in ­
it ia tiv e  in occupying the fa c to r­
ies and c o n s titu tin g  the w orkers ’, 
com m ittees as the basis fo r  the 
creation o f a w o rke rs ’ power as 
the a lte rna tive  to  the prov is iona l 
governm ent.

The T ro tsky is ts  are con tinu ing 
to push fo rw a rd  th is  p rog ram  as 
the sole so lu tion to  the funda­
m enta l questions o f economic and 
p o lit ic a l life .  M eanwhile, as our 
correspondent w rite s , the Com­
m un is t P a rty  “ finds its e lf  in  the 
d ilem m a: i t  is faced w ith  an o f­
fensive by the reaction to  liq u i­
date— ‘le g a lly ’ and peace fu lly  i f  
possible— the d u a lity  o f powpr, 
and i t  is equa lly  a fra id  o f leaning 
on the support o f the masses. 
The T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza tion , on 
thé o ther hand, ca lls fo r  the 
s treng then ing  o f the w o rke rs ’ 
com m ittees in  the fac to ries  and 
th e ir  coordination —  f irs t  on a 
local, then a reg iona l and n a tion ­
a l plane.”

The accelerated tem po o f de 
G aulle’s reactionary  d rive  to  d is ­
arm  the w orkers, restore power 
and p ro pe rty  to  the  cap ita lis ts , 
the in a b ility  o f the provis iona l 
governm ent to provide elem ent­
a ry  necessities to  the  s ta rv in g  
and poverty  - s tr icken  French 
masses w h ile  i t  proceeds to  ca rry  
on the w ar in  con junction  w ith  
the A ng lo -A m erican  conquerors 
—  a ll these developments are 
s tra in in g  the class antagonisms 
to the breaking po in t. The second 
stage o f the revo lu tion  which 
erupted last A ugust is now open­
ing.

T H E  O N L Y  RO AD
The cen tra l issue a t stake in 

th is  s trugg le  —  the s trugg le  fo r  
power —  has been set fo r th  as 
fo llow s by our correspondent:

“ The problem  th a t poses its e lf  
in  France is— who w i l l  tr iu m p h ?  
The w o r k e r s  and peasants 
th rough  the development o f th e ir  
class organs —  w orkers ’ com m it­
tees, peasants’ committees, etc., 
— in to  a Soviet Governm ent, or 
the bourgeois reaction  in  the 
fo rm  o f a m il i ta ry  B onapartis t 
d ic ta to rsh ip  ? There is no m iddle 
road possib le."

The road o f em ancipation fo r  
the French masses was indicated 
27 years ago by the -workers and 
peasants o f C za ris t Russia, who, 
under the leadership o f the B o l­
shevik P a rty  o f Len in  and T ro t­
sky, ended cap ita lism  and land­
lo rd ism  in  th e ir  coun try  and 
thereby opened up a perspective 
o f g lo rious development tow ard 
a new soc ia lis t society.

Together w ith  the task o f ex­
tending th e ir  dual power th rough  
th e ir  own class organs, the ad­
vanced French workers now have 
the task  o f b u ild in g  a mass rev ­
o lu tio na ry  combat pa rty , a T ro t­
sky is t p a rty , a fte r  the pa tte rn  of 
the Bolshevik P a rty  in  Russia. 
O nly such a p a rty  can lead them 
to  the vanquishm ent o f the reac­
tion  in a tr iu m p h a n t s trugg le  fo r  
power.

The com ing French R evolution 
w i l l  help raise the masses o f a ll 
Europe to  th e ir  fee t and p ro ject 
them  along the road o f socia lis t 
s trugg le . U n ited , the to rtu re d  
peoples o f the whole Continent 
w i l l  go fo rw a rd  to  a Socia list 
U n ited  States o f Europe.

Stalinists Hurl Slander 
At Fourth International

(Continued from page 1)

of the G P U -exto rted “ confes­
sions”  d u rin g  the Moscow tr ia ls  
when, he says, “ the T ro tsky ites  
described in  cold, p la in  words 
how Leon T ro ts k y  d ire c tly  nego­
tia ted  w ith  Rudolph Hess, H it ­
le r ’s No. 2 man.”  These fa lse  ac­
cusations aga inst T ro ts k y  have 
been condemned by w o rld  op in­
ion ever since the pub lica tion  o f 
the find ings o f the In te rn a tio n a l 
Commission o f In q u iry , headed 
by Professor John Dewey, w h ich 
in  1933 branded the Moscow 
t r ia ls ’ “ charges”  and “ confes­
sions”  as complete fab rica tions  
o f the GPU.

O nly las t week, The M il ita n t  
published a le tte r  from  France 
conveying the tra g ic  news o f the 
murderous blows s truck  at our 
T ro ts k y is t ^co-thinkers by., the 
Nazis d u rin g  th e ir  fou r-ye a r oc­
cupation o f Europe. “ The Nazi 
repression dea lt us heavy blows 
everywhere. Dozens o f m ilita n ts  
were shot, m a in ly  in  France and 
H olland, Greece and Belgium . 
Hundreds o f others were im p ris ­
oned and deported to Germany. 
Am ong the leading comrades: In  
France, e igh t members o f the 
leadership were deported to  G er­
m any; in  Belg ium  tw o, inc lud ing  
the secre tary o f the P a rty . In  
Greece, the secre tary o f the 
P arty , C. Poulipoulos, was shot, 
together w ith  tw o other mem­
bers o f the leadership. Comrade

W in tle y , lending comrade o f the 
G erm an group in  France, was re ­
cen tly  m urdered by the Gestapo.”  
T h is  is how H e inrich  H im m le r 
has “ aimed to create a fo u rth  
in te rn a tio n a l!”

S M E A R  T R O TS K Y IS TS

B u t th is  same tra g ic  news was 
accompanied by the in s p ir in g  
re p o rt o f the European C onfer­
ence, representing five T ro ts k y is t 
parties, w h ich was held under the 
shadow o f the  N az i te rro r  la s t 
F eb rua ry  in  France. T h is  re p o rt 
confirm ed the su rv iva l and g row ­
in g  in fluence o f the T ro ts k y is t 
movement in  Europe and the 
w h ite -h o t revo lu tiona ry  tem per 
o f the European masses who 
every day draw  closer to the so­
cialist. revo lu tion  under the ban­
ner o f the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l. 
I t  is  th is  prospect, so feared by 
the  K re m lin  and its  tools, th a t 
has d ic ta ted the present S ta lin ­
is t coun te r-revo lu tionary  slander 
cam paign, o f w h ich M o rr is ’s a r ­
tic le  is one lu r id  expression.

M o rr is ’s a rtic le , intended • to 
prepare Am erican public opinion 
fo r  the R oosevelt-C hurch ill-S ta l- 
in  a ttem p t to  drown the E u ro ­
pean socia lis t revo lu tion  in  blood, 
is an extension o f the S ta lin is t 
lvn ch -in c ita tio n  d rive  aga inst the 
m il ita n t  w orkers, and in  p a rticu ­
la r  the T ro tsky is ts , in  A m erica. 
Th is la tte r  cam paign has been go­
in g  on fo r  m onths, g ro w in g  in 
viru lence w ith  the increasing re-
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sistance o f A m erican labo r to the 
corpora tion-governm ent assaults 
on w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  and condi­
tions.

Thus, M o rris  d ire c tly  connects 
G ha li’s GPU - concocted s to ry  
about “ H im m le r’s fo u rth  in te rn a ­
t io n a l”  w ith  “ the group th a t is 
now ja ile d  in  M inneapolis fo r  
sabotage o f the w a r e f fo r t , ”  th a t

is, the 18 T ro ts k y is t and M inne­
apolis T ruckd rive rs  Local 544— 
CIO leaders who were ra ilroaded 
to  federa l prisons under the in ­
famous S m ith  “ G ag”  A c t and 
whose release and pardon has 
been demanded by over 3,500,000 
trade un ionists.

By labe ling  the T ro tsky is ts , 
the m ost uncom prom ising w o rk ­
ing  class figh te rs  against fascism  
and a ll o ther fo rm s o f ca p ita lis t 
reaction, as “ agents o f H it le r  and 
H im m le r,”  and by assa iling  a ll 
m ilita n t w orkers who defend la ­
bor’s in te rests as “ T ro ts k y ite s ,”  
the S ta lin is ts  thereby hope to 
smear a ll who res is t the a n ti- la ­
bor, un ion-busting  schemes o f 
Am erican B ig  Business.

kee convention in  1937, every 
three years, and since 1937, con­
ventions are on ly scheduled fo r 
every fo u r years. The idea to 
spread and postpone conventions, 
like  every o ther reactionary idea, 
is usually proposed by the o f­
fic ia ls  who p re fe r to run the 
union as i f  i t  were its  p riva te  
property .

O F F IC IA L S  C O N N IV E
In  search fo r  excuses to do 

aw ay w ith  the 1945 quadrennia l 
convention President Robertson 
sought and received the w arm  
and enthusiastic support .of U . S. 
and Canadian governm ent o f­
fic ia ls . In  the  fo llo w in g  pa ra ­
graph we quote in fu l l  the las t 
parag raph  on page two o f the 
ba llo t which shows how anxious 
Robertson was to find an excuse 
fo r  cancelling the  convention, 
and how he pleaded w ith  the 
Governm ent o ffic ia ls  to  help h im  
to pu t over h is reactionary  
scheme:

“ P rio r to consideration o f the 
m a tte r o f postponement by the 
above named officers, e ffo r ts  
were made to  secure an expres­
sion o f the a ttitu d e  o f the tw o 
governm ents w ith  respect to our 
ho ld ing the scheduled convention 
in T oron to , O ntario , in  Ju ly , 
1945. E xp lana tion  was made to 
the proper o ffic ia ls  th a t our con­
ventions usu a lly  rem a in  in ses­
sion fro m  fo u r to five weeks, and 
a t tim es fo r  longer periods, and 
are composed o f nearly  1100 de­
legates, o fficers and inc identa l 
employees, a substantia l m a jo r­
i t y  o f whom  are engaged in  ac­
tive  ra ilro a d  se rv ice ' in  the 
U n ited  States and Canada. I t  
was also b rough t ou t th a t our 
Ladies’ Society holds its  conven­
tion , usua lly  about tw o weeks in 
leng th , sim ultaneously w ith  ours, 
and is constitu ted o f  a p p ro x i­
m ate ly 750 delegates, officers and 
employees. Governm ent a tten tion  
was likew ise directed to  the fa c t 
th a t the ho ld ing  o f a convention 
would requ ire  the release o f r a i l ­
road employees fro m  service du­
r in g  the period o f the convention 
to  p e rm it them  to  serve as dele­
gates o r in  o ther capacities in 
connection w ith  the  proceedings.”  
In  response to  the In te rn a tio n a l 
P resident’s request fo r  an ex­
pression o f his views based upon 
the fo reg o ing  submission, J. M. 
Johnson, D ire c to r o f the O ffice o f 
Defense T ransporta tion , W ash­
ing ton , D. C., addressed' the In ­
te rna tion a l President, th a n k in g  
h im  “ fo r  you r evident desire to  
fu l ly  cooperate w ith  th is  office 
in  our e ffo r ts  to  conserve tra n s ­
po rta tio n  fa c il it ie s .”

Through the un ion ’s Vice P re­
sident, W . G. Graham, stationed 
in Canada, the T ransp o rt Con­
tro lle r  fo r  Canada, T. C. Lock- 
wood, was s im ila r ly  approached 
on the d e s ira b ility  o f postponing

the labo r convention, and he, lik e  
M r. Johnson, was in fu l l  accord 
w ith  Robertson’s wishes to  can­
cel the 1945 reg u la r convention 
o f the Union. There was m utual 
harm ony a ll around between 
Government and union o ffic ia ls  
on the question o f postponing 
w o rke rs ’ m eetings and conven­
tions. The Governm ent o ffic ia ls  
w ill chee rfu lly  agree w ith  any 
labor le a d e r* to  e lim ina te  labor 
conventions, and they w ou ld  be 
equa lly  w ill in g  to support a p ro ­
posal to do away w ith  unions a l­
together.

However, the governm ent o f ­
fic ia ls took no action in  u rg in g  
the Shriners and the Am erican 
Legion to postpone th e ir  conven­
tions, and they meet every year. 
The governm ent o ffic ia ls , like  
the reactionary  labor leaders, 
are on ly in terested in  postponing 
the conventions o f the workers.

Here is a case where the P resi­
dent o f a labo r un ion appeals to 
governm ent o ffic ia ls  fo r  th e ir  
m ora l support in  fa v o r o f post­
poning a labo r convention behind 
the backs o f the un ion m em ber­
ship. He did no t have the de­
cency to  p e rm it his members to 
discuss h is  proposal to postpone 
the convention in the o ffic ia l 
m on th ly  organ, the M agazine. 
He discussed his proposal w ith  
the governm ent o ffic ia ls  bu t no t 
w ith  members. He slipped the 
b a llo t to  the  lodges w ith o u t a 
word o f w a rn in g  o r discussion 
in the m on th ly  M agazine. He 
knew his reac tiona ry  proposal 
w ou ldn ’t  stand a discussion so he 
asked fo r  a vote w ith o u t a d is­
cussion.

PRO G RESSIVES B LO C K E D
I t  is tru e  th a t m ost o f these 

conventions o f the ra ilro a d  c ra fts  
are useless and expensive, as they

have been conducted in the past. 
Through the strang leho ld  w h ich  
the union o ffic ia ls  have on the 
c ircu la tio n  o f a ll progressive 
ideas in the unions between con­
ventions, they have been able to 
prevent the fo rm u la tio n  o f any 
good and progressive program s 
fo r  these conventions by the m il i ­
tan ts  in the union ranks, w ith  the  
re su lt th a t these r a i l  un ion con­
ventions have degenerated in to  
mere spending sprees o f the dues 
payers’ money by delegates and 
officers a like.

C O N V E N T IO N S  A  N E C E S S IT Y
Nevertheless, conventions lik e  

lodge m eetings are an absolute 
necessity to every union and we 
cannot im prove them by no t ho ld­
ing them. Conventions o f fe r  
members the best opportun ities  
to get r id  o f a useless leadership 
and objectionable laws, o f w h ich 
the B. o f L. F. &  E. con s titu tion  
is loaded. O nly one man in  the 
B. o f L. F. &  E. enjoys th e  
freedom  o f the press and th a t ’s 
the President. No o ther o ffice r o r 
member is pe rm itted  to pu t his 
ideas in  p r in t  and c ircu la tio n  on 
union m atters w ith o u t perm ission 
o f the President. I f  you don’t  be­
lieve th is , ju s t look up the law  on 
the m a tte r. They even have a law  
on page 127 o f th e ir  con s titu tio n  
which provides th a t a local lodge 
must ob ta in  a special dispensa­
tion  fro m  the P resident before i t  
can adm it an A m erican Ind ian  to  
m em bership!

The B. o f L . F. &  E. cannot 
a ffo rd  to  pass any conventions. 
On the con tra ry , i t  needs to  ho ld 
them  m ore o ften . I t  needs m any 
im provem ents in  its  law's and 
leadership, and i t  needs an o r­
ganized le f t  w in g  inside the 
un ion to  aid and d ire c t the move­
m ent fo r  these im provem ents.
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N. Y . T im es correspondent: “ Cars 
bearing red flag s  w ith  the ham ­
mer and s ickle  and loudspeakers, 
drove s low ly  th rough  P aris  p ro ­
c la im in g : ‘They wra n t to  d isarm  
the p a trio tic  m il it ia  in fa vo r o f 
the f if th  column, don’t  le t them 
t ik e  arm s from  the p a trio tic  
guards’ .”

De Gaulle answered th is  verbal 
defiance by censoring th a t sec­
tion  o f the S ta lin is t reso lu tion 
which denounced the ac tiv itie s  o f 
his secret service gangsters. The 
fa c t th a t the tw o  S ta lin is t m in ­
is te rs  rem ained in  the  de Gaulle 
governm ent indicated th a t the 
S ta lin is ts  were no t serious in 
th e ir  opposition. They were m ak­
in g  these th e a trica l gestures o f 
defiance in  o rder to  appease the 
aroused revo lu tiona ry  workers, 
w h ile  p re pa ring  the  w ay fo r  capi­
tu la tio n  to  de Gaulle and to  the 
A llie d  im p e ria lis ts  behind h im . 
This is in line  w ith  the  K re m lin ’s 
policy.

The coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  con­
sp iracy between the A llie s  and 
de Gaulle was openly adm itted  
in the. same dispatch by the N. 
Y. T im es correspondent: “ In  o f­
fic ia l c ircles i t  is pointed ou t th a t 
the s treng th  o f the Governm ent 
depends upon arm s fo r  its  police 
and troops— arm s th a t can come 
on ly  fro m  the A llie s . These c ir ­
cles say th a t when General de 
Gaulle a t a press conference la s t 
week asked fo r  m ore arm s, he 
had in  m ind no t on ly  the w a r bu t 
the need o f m a in ta in in g  order in ­
side the country , e ithe r w ith  po l­
ice o r w ith  troops.”

Confronted w ith  de G aulle’s in ­
transigence, the N a tion a l Council 
o f Resistance proposed a compro­
mise. Th is compromise provided

th a t the  M il it ia  be renamed the 
C iv il Republican Guard and th a t 
i t  tu rn  over its  arm s to  the  local 
m ayors fo r  use in  any em ergen­
cy. Thus the M il i t ia  was no t be 
dissolved b u t disarm ed, as the 
governm ent insisted.

I f  de Gaulle should accept th is  
proposal, he w il l  do so on ly  as a 
f irs t  step tow a rd  d isa rm ing  the 
W orke rs ’ M ilit ia .- B u t i t  is  doubt­
fu l w hethe r He w i l l  find  even th is  
su ffic ien t. The m ayors o f m ost 
o f the  c ities and towns in  the 
provinces belong e ith e r to  the 
S ta lin is t or the S ocia lis t parties. 
Toulouse, Roubaix, M arse illes, 
Tours, Le Mans and M o rla ix , fo r  
example, have S oc ia lis t m ayors. 
Pour La V ic to ire , A m erican 
French paper, reports  (N ov. 4) 
th a t the W orke rs ’ M il it ia  is “ very  
active in  these sm all p rov inc ia l 
towns where i t  is under the in ­
fluence, i f  no t the  d irec t con tro l 
o f the C om m unist P a rty .”  Under 
such conditions i t  is h a rd ly  lik e ly  
th a t the A llied -de  G au llis t con­
sp ira to rs  w i l l  be satisfied w ith  
the proposal to “ lega lize”  the 
W orkers ’ M ilit ia s .

They do no t w an t to  “ lega lize”  
o r to  to le ra te  in  any shape these 
armed .fo rm ations o f the workers 
which represent the grea test men­
ace to  th e ir  ru le . T h a t is  why 
there  can be no compromise on 
th is  question e ither on the ' p a rt 
o f the ca p ita lis t conspirators or 
the revo lu tiona ry  workers. T h a t 
is also w hy the maneuvers o f the 
S ta lin is ts  m ust end e ith e r in  th e ir  
complete cap itu la tion  to de G au l­
le on th is  question —  or to  the 
ou tbreak o f c iv il war. The class 
s tru g g le  is ra p id ly  rush ing  to  a 
c lim ax in  revo lu tiona ry  France.

p a rt o f the •government appa­
ra tus.

As unions or pa rts  o f unions 
have revolted from  the dom ina­
tion  d u rin g  the  past three o r fou r 
years, they have' tended to sup­
p o rt one o f the newer and more 
m il ita n t  federations. The la tte r  
being free  from  com m itm ents to 
the governm ent, have been more 
outspoken in demands fo r  h igher 
wages and in f ig h tin g  the gang- 
sterized CTM . Ind ign a tio n  o f the 
workers because o f worsening 
conditions crys ta llized  in the 
s trugg le  over the  Social S ecurity 
Law — new ly in s titu te d  by the 
G overnm ent in  co llabora tion  w ith  
the CTM  leadership.

The g re a t mass o f the w orkers  
were com ple te ly opposed to  th is  
law  w hich provides fo r  an equal 
am ount taken fro m  th e ir  wages 
and fro m  the cap ita lis ts  fo r  
estab lish ing a fun d  fo r  various 
services such as sick benefits, 
unem ploym ent, etc. The workers 
realized th a t such a law , adm in­
istered by the  co rru p t union 
leadership and by the  govern­
ment, was m ere ly a new fo rm  o f 
tax  on th e ir  incomes and rep re ­
sented a cu t in  wages a t a tim e  
when a rise  has ac tu a lly  become 
a li fe  and death question. The 
independent unions protested 
against the  la w  and led the 
s trugg le  aga inst it ,  rece iv ing  a 
g re a t am ount o f mass support.

The governm ent w ith  the aid 
and support o f the CTM  and the 
S ta lin is ts  is s tr ik in g  back vehe­
m ently . Since the  J u ly  20th de­
m onstra tion  i t  has begun a syste­
m atic cam paign to  weaken and 
crush the m ore independent un­
ions. U s ing  as a p re te x t th is  de­
m onstra tion , i t  a rrested leaders 
o f the L ib e rta r ia n  F edera tion  o f 
W orkers and Farm ers o f the 
Federal D is tr ic t.  One o f the a r ­
rested, Pedro Hernandez, Gen­
era l Secre tary o f the Federation, 
was threatened and bribed in to  
be tra y in g  his un ion and w ent over 
to the CTM . In  add ition  some 
S ta lin is t agents who had wormed 
th e ir  way in to  the Executive 
Com m ittee o f the Federation 
made pub lic  pronouncements 
aga inst the “ T ro ts k y is t provoca­
teu rs”  a t the Zocalo dem onstra­
tion.

T ak in g  advantage o f these be­
traya ls  and the re su ltin g  confu­
sion, the CTM  and police then 
organized an a tta ck  on the union 
headquarters, ta k in g  i t  over, de­
s tro y in g  o r s tea ling  the fu rn i­
tu re , equipm ent and records be­
fore the r ig h t fu l leadership suc­
ceeded in  hav ing  i t  restored to 
the un ion. S h o rtly  v a fte rw a rds  
some C TM  gunm en pa id a v is it  
to  a construction  p ro je c t where 
the w orkers were members o f the  
L ib e rta r ia n  Federa tion  a n d  
aga in  tr ie d  to  “ re c ru it”  them  in ­

to the CTM  union by means o f 
bribes and th rea ts . W hen some 
organ izers fo r  the Federation in ­
tervened, the  gunmen shot them  
down in  cold blood —  w ounding 
three, one ve ry  g rave ly .

M U T U A L  A ID
These gangste r methods em­

ployed by the CTM -G overnm ent- 
S ta lin is t a lliance are an in ­
d ica tion  o f w ha t the o ther in ­
dependent unions are fac in g  in  
Mexico.

Confronted w ith  a s trugg le  fo r  
th e ir  very existence aga inst the 
combined attacks o f the CTM  
gangsters, the police and the 
S ta lin is ts , tw o  o f the p rinc ip a l 
independent union federations 
have signed a pact o f m utua l aid. 
T h is  pact between the L ib e rta ­
ria n  Federation and the Revolu- 
t io n a ry  S ynd ica lis t Federation 
agrees to : 1. M u tua l aid in  de­
fense o f the unions and th e ir  
members against any a ttacks ; 2. 
C oa lition  o f the tw o  federations 
as against the CTM bureaucracy; 
3. A  jo in t s tru g g le  aga inst the 
monopoly and reappoin tm ent o f 
CTM leaders to the C onc ilia tion  
and A rb itra tio n . Boards (w h ich  
determ ine w hether a s tr ik e ^  is 
“ le g a lly ”  ex is ten t and then a t­
tem pt to  se ttle  i t )  and 4. Com­
mon study fo r  proposing Reforms 
o f these Boards. The m ost im ­
po rta n t aspect o f th is  pact is 
c learly  the prom ise to defend one 
another aga inst fu tu re  attacks 
by the  Governm ent - supported 
CTM  gangsters.

In  answer to the o ffens ive  o f 
violence and m urder undertaken 
by these gangsters, the indepen­
dent unions have no recourse bu t 
to u n ite  and prepare fo r  a  m il i­
ta n t defense o f th e ir  o rgan iza­
tions. F o r the o ffens ive  is c lear­
ly  aimed a t reestab lish ing  the 
CTM  m onopoly over the  w o rke rs ’ 
o rgan iza tions in  order to  crush 
the inev itab le  resistance to the  
skyrocke ting  cost o f liv in g , the 
unem ploym ent, poverty  and o ther 
consequences o f the im p e ria lis t 
w a r th a t are a lready descending 
upon M exico. The violence o f the 
CTM -G overnm ent o ffens ive  is 
teaching- the M exican w orkers 
th a t on ly  a vigorous and m il ita n t  
answer by th e ir  own class organ­
iza tions can save them  fro m  com­
plete an n ih ila tio n ; th a t the CTM  
bureaucrats and the S ta lin is t be­
traye rs  are no t th e ir  frien ds  bu t 
th e ir  m o rta l enemies, and m ust 
be cast ou t by the labo r move­
ment.
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Labor Commemorates The 48th Anniversary  
O f The Death O f The Haym arket M arty rs

By R uth  Johnson
On November 11, fifty-seven years ago, the State of Illinois 

took the lives of four Haymarket martyrs, in the mad hope that 
with their death, the very ideas of m ilitant labor struggle and 
the fight for the emancipation of labor would vanish from the 
American scene. But the capitalist murderers were wrong—twice

4>
Parsons

wrong.
August Spies, A lb e rt 

Adolph F ishe r and George Engel 
fram ed up and condemned to 
death by the courts of cap ita lism , 
are remembered and honored to ­
day fo r th e ir  heroic leadership 
o f the f ig h t  w h ich won fo r  the 
w o rk in g  class the r ig h t  to the 
eight-hour day. Tom orrow , ah 
the Am erican labor movement in  
its  p o litica l struggles learns more 
and more c lea rly  the need fo r so- 
c 'a lism . these H aym arket m ar­
ty rs  w ill bo honored equa lly fo r 
th e ir  deathless figh t to b r in g  to 
the Am erican w o rk in g  class an 
understand ing of the need fo r a 
new economic order. On th a t day, 
the fina l challenge of August 
Spies, hurled at cap ita lism  as the 
hangman adjusted the black hood 
of death, w il l appear in  a ll its  
m ig h t:

“ There w ill be a tim e  when our 
silence from  the grave w ill be 
more pow erfu l than the voices 
you s trang le  today.”

LA B O R  STRUG G LES
The H aym arket fram eup c lim ­

axed the firs t May Day demon­
s tra tio n  in  labo r h is to ry . B y  a 
reso lu tion  passed in  the 1885 con­
vention o f the Federation of 
Trades and Labor Unions of the 
U n ited States and Canada (la te r 
the Am erican Federation of La­
bor), May 1. 1886 had' been des­
ignated as the day fo r workers 
to down tools in th e ir  demand 
fo r  the eight-hour day. A l l  over 
the country , workers by the hun­
dreds of thousands answered the 
call, la y in g  down th e ir  tools to 
p ick  up banners p roc la im ing  the 
eight-hour day. So pow erfu l were 
the dem onstrations th a t in many 
la rge centers the w orkers won 
th e ir  demand, and resumed w ork  
on M ay 2.

H A R V E S T E R  S T R IK E
Not so in  Chicago, where May 

Day came as the c lim ax of a 
long, b itte r  s trugg le between the 
w orkers and the bosses. In  C hi­
cago, then the heart o f the ra d i­
cal movement in  Am erica, the 
w orkers had organized a t the 
great M c-Corm !ck-Deering H a rv ­
ester p lan t, under the leadership 
of August Spies and A lb e rt P ar­
sons, editors of the anarch ist 
"D ie  A rbe ite r Ze itung.”  The 
company had answered the w ork-

Honeymoon Oyer
A lthough the French and 

Greek people have experienced 
on ly  a few  months, and even 
weeks, o f A llie d  occupation, 
popu lar d is illus ionm ent in  the 
“ dem ocratic”  and “ lib e ra tin g ”  
role o f A ng lo -A m erican  im ­
peria lism  has become so deep 
and wide - spread th a t the 
ca p ita lis t press has been forced 
to  give h in ts  o f the rea l s itu a ­
tion . Thus, N . Y. T im es cor­
respondent M ilto n  B racker 
w ired from  Rome on Nov. 4 
tha t :

“ . . . The A llies  are increas­
in g ly  sensitive to  the h a rm fu l 
e ffec t on libera ted populations 
o f w ha t they conceive to  be 
broken promises. The ‘honey­
moon’ has long been over in 
I ta ly , In France— at least in 
the Cherbourg area— Sgt. Jack 
Foisie, w io  has ju s t re turned 
found many people p a rtia l to  
the Germans. In  Greece the 
tendency o f the popu lation to 
expect aid sooner than i t  can 
be availab le  is causing much 
serious concern.”

Scene A t H a ym a rke t M eeting

ers w ith  a 2-m onth lockout, then 
s t i l l  in. progress. A no ther s tr ik e  
was being waged by the lum ber 
workers.- As May Day approach­
ed, the Chicago police, urged on 
by the no toriously  reactionary 
Chicago Tribune, made prepara­
tions fo r  a f in a l assault upon the 
workers.

On M ay Day, the w orkers o f 
Chicago thronged the streets. A ll 
day long, ro v in g  detachments o f 
police attacked parad ing workers 
in pitched ba ttles. On M ay 2, the 
bosses procla im ed a lock - out 
against the w orkers th roughou t 
the c ity . Locked out o f th e ir  own 
jobs the M ay Day s tr ik e rs  on 
M ay 3 joined th e ir  b ro ther w o rk­
ers on the p icket line  at the M c­
Corm ick Deering p lan t. A ga in  
the police launched an a ttack, 
leaving fo u r w orkers dead and 
unknown num bers in ju re d .

On May -1 a mass m eeting was 
called in, H aym arke t Square to 
prptest police b ru ta lity . Among 
the speakers were Parsons, Spies, 
and a* th ird  anarch ist, F iclden. 
A  ra ins to rm  sent most of the 
crowd of 3,000 w'orkers home be­

The H a ym arke t dem onstration, held in  Chicago on M ay 4, 1886, to  pro test police b ru ta lity  aga inst 
w orkers on the p icke t line  a t the  M cC orm ick-D eering  H a rves te r p lan t, was assaulted by police as 
F ic lden spoke from  the p la tfo rm . A n  unknown - person, believed to  have been a police provocateur, 
th rew  a bomb in to  the crowd, k il l in g  several persons. The anarch is t labor leaders Spies, Parsons, 
Engel and F ishe r were hanged a fte r  a fram e-up  tr ia l.

fore the last speaker, F ielden, 
took the stand. Then came the 
assault. Over 150 police, armed 
w ith  guns and clubs, charged the 
rem a in ing  hand fu l of the crowd. 
As F ielden protested th a t the 
m eeting was peaceful, and on the 
verge of dispersing, a bomb, 
th row n  from  the roo f of the 
M arshall F ie ld  warehouse, burst 
in  the m ids t of the group.

H A Y M A R K E T  T R IA L S
Seven policemen and fo u r  

w orkers were k illed , m any in ­
ju red. The next day, every labor 
leader in  Chicago was pu t under 
arrest. The cap ita lis t press how l­
ed fo r the blood of the “ anarch­
is ts .” , A  grand ju ry ,  c a re fu lly  
selected from  prosperous business 
men, ind ic ted 8 men, Spies, P a r­
sons, F ie lden, Schwrfbb, L ing g , 
Neebe, E nge l and F ishe r, fo r  the 
m urder o f the f i r s t  policeman to  
die.

The t r ia l began on June 21, 
1886, before Judge G ary, n o to r i­

ous defender and la te r president 
o f the steel tru s t. F rom  the be­
g inn ing , the t r ia l was a lega l 
farce, w ith  a t least a th ird  o f the 
ju rym en a d m ittin g  under ex­
am ination th a t they “ hated a ll 
anarch ists, socia lists and com­
m unists.”  N o t a shred o f evidence 
was presented to show th a t any 
o f the defendants had planned or 
th row n the bomb. On the con­
tra ry , the evidence, inc lud ing  the 
fa c t th a t F ielden h im se lf was 
seriously in ju red , ind ica ted th a t 
the bomb was th row n  by a police 
provocateur.

LA B O R  PROTESTS
A fte r  m any weeks the t r ia l 

ended w ith  seven, o f the men 
condemned to be hanged. The 
e igh th , Oscar Neebe, was sen­
tenced to fifteen years in  prison. 
A ll appeals, a ll protests of the 
American, and in te rn a tio n a l labor 
movement were disregarded, un­
t i l  f ina lly , sh o rtly  before the ex­
ecution, the sentences of F ielden

W hy Labor Must Begin Building 
Its Own Political Party Now

We reprint below the fourth in a series of extracts from  
Joseph Hansen’s pamphlet, “ American Workers Need A Labor 
Party,”  which w ill soon be published by Pioneer Publishers. In  
this section, Joseph Hansen describes how a labor party can and 
w ill be built by the determination of the advanced workers them­
selves to solve their problems in the coming period.

House and the Supreme C ourt. Labo r does no t hold a sing le  seat
despite the fa c t th a t i t  represents the m a jo r ity  o f the population.

How to Answer Opposition Arguments
The bosses a lw ays w o rk  according to  the opposite slogan. On 

the desk o r o ffice w a ll o f business executives can be seen the nea tly  
engraved d a ily  rem inde r: “ DO IT  N O W !”

and Schwabb were com m uted to  
l i fe  im prisonm ent. L ingg, defiant 
and contemptuous of h is persecu­
tors, com m itted suicide in  his- 
cell on November 10, 1887. On 
November 11, August Spies, A l­
bert Parsons, George E nge l and 
Adolph F isher were m urdered on 
the gallows.

W O R K IN G  CLASS M A R T Y R S

The H aym arke t m a rty rs  who 
gave th e ir  lives fo r  the w o rk ing  
class were anarchists, ardent 
revo lu tion is ts  convinced of the 
need fo r fundam ental social 
change. Today we know  th a t an­
archism , despite its  noble ideals, 
cannot succeed In  lib e ra tin g  the 
w o rk in g  class. B u t we honor the 
H a ym arke t heroes fo r  th e ir  ye vo­
lu tio n a ry  in te g r ity  and courage­
ous leadership of the labor s trug ­
gles o f th e ir  day. And we ad­
vance a program  of revo lu tiona ry  
socialism  w h ich  w i l l  lead the 
w o rk in g  class to the ve ry  v ic to ry  
they gave th e ir  lives fo r  —  the 
overth row  of th a t system of ex­
p lo ita tio n  condemned in  these elo­
quent words by Engel d u rin g  his 
t r ia l :

“ I am too much a man o f fee l­
in g  no t to  ba ttle  aga inst the con­
d itions o f today. E very  th o u g h t­
fu l person m ust combat a system 
which makes i t  possible fo r  the 
ind iv idua l to  rake and hoard m il­
lions in  a few  years, w h ile  on the 
other side thousands become 
tram ps and beggars.”

Diego Rivera Joins 
With The Stalinist 
Assassin Siqueiros

M EXICO, D. F., Oct. 15. — 
Diego Rivera completing his po­
litical evolution, has fina lly  
landed in the camp of Stalin­
ism. Luc ha Obrera, organ of the 
Mexican Trotskyists, reports in 
its September number that this 
well-known painter has made 
his peace with the Stalinist-G. 
P.U. apparatus in the person of 
its most eminent Mexican rep­
resentative— the artist-assassin, 
A lfa ro  S iqueiros. Diego w en t so 
fa r  as to  p e rm it h im se lf to  b< 
photographed em bracing Sique­
iros w h ile  m ak ing  “ Commor 
cause w ith  h im  and o ther S ta lin ­
ists in  the fa rce  o f de fending the 
‘lib e r ty  o f a r t is t ic  expression’.”

In  the period 1936-1939, Diegc 
played the ro le o f “ fr ie n d ”  and 
“ p ro te c to r”  to T ro tsky , obtain ing 
the r ig h t  o f asylum  fo r  h im  i r  
Mexico. In  1939 T ro ts k y  broke 
w ith  h im  when he saw the d irec­
tion  o f h is development. D u ring  
the elections o f 1940, Diego sup­
ported A lm azan, the conservative 
c a p ita lis t candidate fo r  p res i­
dent. A t  th a t tim e, i t  is in te res t­
ing  to note, the S ta lin is ts  (who 
supported A v ila  Camacho) sland­
ered the T ro tsky is ts  by c la im ing  
th a t they were suppo rting  A lm a ­
zan. A s p ro o f o f th is  “ support” , 
they c ited Diego R ive ra ’s action, 
not being deterred in th is  by the 
fa c t th a t T ro tsky  had pu b lica lly  
broken w ith  h im  some tim e  be­
fore.

W hen in 1940 R ive ra ’s current 
fr ien d  S iqueiros launched the 
M ay 24th m achine-gun a tta ck  on 
T ro ts k y ’s house, R ive ra— always 
capable o f the  m ost fa n ta s tic  
statem ents to  ga in  p u b lic ity — 
announced th a t a fte r  a ttack ing  
T ro ts k y ’s house, the assailants 
had besieged his own. A t  th a t 
tim e, he recognized them  as be­
in g  G.P.U. agents. No m atte r. 
Now, fo u r  years la te r he finds 
h im se lf a t home in th e ir  arm s 
and they extend a gracious w el­
come. Siqueiros h im se lf has been 
rewarded fo r  h is m urderous work 
by an in v ita tio n  to teach th is  
F eb rua ry  a t the B u ffa lo  A r t  In ­
s titu te , (Sec The M il ita n t fo r  
Oct. 21.)

Lucha O brera rem arks th a t 
R ivera m ust be bothered by the 
m ura l he painted in  his revo lu ­
tion a ry  days —  th a t now stands 
in the Palace o f Bellas A rtes . In 
i t  he represents T ro ts k y  and the 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l as the c u l­
m ination o f h is to rica l evo lu tion 
and as the leaders o f the on ly 
progressive way out. fo r  hum an i­
ty . “ But R ivera has already sub­
s titu ted  the phrase he presented 
in  th is  w o rk : ‘W’orke rs  o f the 
world un ite  in the F ou rth  In te r ­
na tiona l’ w ith  ‘Renegades o f the 
world , un ite  under the S talin ist, 
boot’.”

By Joseph Hansen
A  pessim ist m ig h t fee l th a t o rgan iz ing  an independent labor 

p a r ty  is hopeless. “ Look how the cards are stacked,”  he m ig h t com­
p la in . “ A g a in s t us is W’a ll S treet, tw o  p o lit ic a l pa rties, po w e rfu l labo r 
lieu tenan ts, and worse than an y th in g , the g u ll ib i l i ty  o f the public.”

P ow erfu l as these forces m ig h t seem, however, they lack the 
decisive weapons. F irs t ,  t ru th  is aga inst them. They are forced to  
lie . Second, the economic in te rests o f the m a jo r ity  are against them. 
W ith  these tw o m ig h ty  weapons, the tru th , and the in te rests o f the 
m a jo r ity , a num ber o f vesolute, m ilita n t,  in te llig e n t trade  un ion is ts  
can s ta r t  the process go ing which w il l  su re ly  end in  the o rgan iza tion  
o f  an independent labor p a rty  en ro llin g  tens o f m illio ns  o f sup­
porte rs.

There, were pessim ists who though t labor would never organize 
in d u s tr ia l unions. W’a ll S tree t opposed such unions. Republicans and 
Democrats opposed tHem. So did the labor lieutenants lik e  W illia m  
Green. B u t (he job was done despite th is  a rra y  o f forces. Once 
started , no th ing could stop the organ iza tion  o f the basic industries 
in to  in d u s tr ia l unions.

Am erican labor today stands at the beginn ing o f a s im ila r 
development, on the  po litica l fie ld. The. auto w orkers who found out 
how to  get together to buck General M otors, C h rys le r and F ord ; 
the  m a ritim e  w orkers who defeated the  sh ipp ing m oguls; the steel 
w o rkers  who cracked the Steel T ru s t— w orkers such* as these w il l  
likew ise  find a w ay to  close ranks aga inst the p o lit ic a l m ach inery 
o f the  bosses.

The f irs t  job is to exp la in  p a tie n tly  to you r shop-mates the 
ins ide s tu f f  about boss po litics . Take you r tim e  exp la in ing . Don’t  
fo rg e t th a t even i f  you r shop-mate argues heatedly aga inst you, 
chances arc he picks up you r exp lanation and repeats i t  to his 
friends.

Take fo r  instance the  old argument, th a t “ now is n o t the tim e 
to  bu ild  an independent labor p a rty .”  Don’t  g ive up in  d isgust be­
cause you’ve heard th is  so m any tim es i t  sounds w o rn  out. Remember 
th a t your shop-m ale doesn’t  re a lly  believe it .  He is s im p ly  repea ting  
an a rgum ent someone gave h im , w h ich  he is passing on because he 
d idn ’t  know  to answer it .  I f  you give an e ffec tive  answer, the o rig in a l 
argum ent w i l l  d is in teg ra te  very  sh o rtly  in h is  m ind and he w ill 
begin passing on w ha t you've said. He w i l l  even begin ta k in g  cred it 
fo r  you r exp lanation, c la im in g  i t  as his own o r ig in a l idea. In  a w ay 
he’s r ig h t.  At. bo ttom  lie knew  a ll the tim e  the job can’t  w a it.

*  *  *  - •

Look how the a rgum en t “ now is n o t the  r ig h t  t im e ”  has helped 
the  bosses. They ho ld every one o f the seats in  Congress, the W h ite

Sometimes an ap t quota tion  w i l l  g ive  you r shop-mate food fo r  
though t. P a tr ic k  H enry , one o f the illu s tr io u s  leaders o f the A m er­
ican revo lu tion , to ld  the fa in t-h e a rts :

“ They te ll us, s ir, th a t we are w eak; unable to  cope w ith  so 
fo rm idab le  an adversary. B u t when sha ll we be s tronger?  W ill i t  
be next week, o r next year? W i l l  i t  be when we are to ta lly  disarmed, 
and when a B r it is h  guard sha ll be sta tioned in  every house? Shall 
we ga ther s treng th  by ir fe s o lu lio n  and inaction? S ha ll we acquire 
the means o f e ffec tua l resistance by ly in g  supinely on our backs 
and hugg ing the delusive phantom  o f hope u n til our enemies shall 
have bound us hand and fo o t? ”

L ikew ise  w ith  the a rgum ent th a t “ labor should no t s p lit  die 
vote by o rgan iz ing  its  own p a rty .”  Don’t  ge t heated when you hear 
th is  argum ent. Prepare to  answer i t  as you did the a rgum ent about 
no t do ing i t  now. W ho gains fro m  such a be lie f?  W ho would be 
in terested in spreading i t?  Does labo r ge t a n y th in g  by vo tin g  fo r  
the bosses’ p o lit ic a l machine ? Recall the exam ple o f w h a t happened 
to John L. Lew is  and La bo r’s N on -P a rtisan  League in  1936.

You m ig h t ask you r shop-mate, “ W h a t’s w rong  w ith  s p lit t in g  
the vote ? Is n ’t  th a t precise ly w h a t we w an t to do, s ta r t  s p lit t in g  
the vote in (he d irec tion  o f la b o r? ”  W hy  should W a ll S treet have 
a m onopoly o f the votes? W hy are the y  in terested in m a in ta in in g  
a m onopoly o f the votes? Doesn’t  the beg inn ing o f a tr ic k le  o f votes 
fo r  labo r begin to  weaken W a ll S tree t?  Suppose th is  tr ic k le  would 
become converted in to  a flood  o f votes. Suppose labor ends up w ith  
a ll the votes in  the cou n try  except the votes o f A m erica ’s 60 fam ilies . 
W ouldn ’t  th is  be a good fa i r  w ay to s p lit  the vote ?

* * *

One o f the f ir s t  p ractica l jobs in bu ild in g  the independent labor 
p a rty  is, the re fore , lea rn ing  the bag o f argum ents th a t W a ll S tree t 
spreads among the w orkers, ana lyz ing  these argum ents, and p repa r­
ing  a set o f answers and explanations. You w i l l  be surprised to find 
how few  argum ents there  re a lly  are and how easily they are. 
answered.

Remember— each tim e  you g ive a convincing answer to one o f 
these argum ents, you s ta r t  the opposite idea ro l lin g  th rough  a 
section o f the labo r movement. In  the long run , no th ing can stop 
correct ideas tha t represent the economic and po litica l in te rests o f 
the m a jo r ity .

Remember— you are no t alone in th is  w ork. Labor everywhere 
is seeking independent po litica l action. Hundreds o f un ions have 
passed resolutions c a llin g  fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f an independent labor 
pa rty . Y o u r own union m ay be on record. A lre ad y  po w erfu l groups 
arc o rg an iz in g  to  advance the same program . In  M ich igan, fo r  
instance, a num ber o f trade  un ion is ts , rep resenting  more than 100,- 
000 w orkers, have organized the M ich igan  Com m onwealth Federa­
tion , pledged to independent p o lit ic a l action.

INTERNATIONALIST PROGRAM 
INSPIRED TROTSKYIST CADRES

In  sp ite  o f e ve ry th in g— I have 
cited m any o f the negative side* 
and d ifficu ltie s  — in sp ite  o f 
eve ry th ing , we gained a fe w  in ­
ches. We instructed the move­
ment in the g re a t p rinc ip les  o f 
Bolshevism on a plane never 
known in th is  coun try  before. We 
educated a cadre th a t is destined 
to p lay  a g rea t ro le  in  the A m e­
rican labo r movement. W e s ifted  
ou t some o f the m is fits  and re ­
cru ited some good people one by 
one; we gained a m ember here 
and the re ; we began to  establish 
new contacts . . .

Those were cruel and heavy 
tim es. We survived them  because 
we bad fa ith  in our program  and 
because we had the help o f Com­
rade T ro ts k y  and our in te rna ­
tional o rgan iza tion . T ro ts k y  be­
gan his g rea t w o rk  in ex ile  fo r  
(he th ird  tim e. H is w r it in g s  and 
bis correspondence insp ired us 
and opened up fo r  us a w indow  
on a whole new w orld  o f theory 
and p o litica l understand ing. The 
in te rven tion  o f the In te rn a tion a l 
S ecre ta ria t was o f decisive help 
to us in the so lu tion o f our d i f ­
ficu lties. We sought (he ir advice 
and were sensible enough to  heed 
i t  when i t  was given. W ithou t 
in te rn a tio n a l co llabora tion— th a t 
is w hat the word “ in te rn a tio n a l­
ism ”  means —  i t  is not possible 
fo r  a po litica l group to surv ive  
and develop on a revo lu tiona ry  
path in th is  epoch. T h is  gave us 
the s tre n g th  to persevere and 
survive, (o hold the organ ization 
together and to be ready when 
our op po rtu n ity  did come.

When the f irs t  crack in th is  
w a ll o f iso la tion  and stagnation 
appeared, we were able to  leap

through it ,  out. o f our. sectarian 
c irc le . We began to  p lay  a ro le 
in the po litica l and labo r move­
ment. The condition fo r  th a t was 
to keep our program  clear and 
our courage s trong  in  those days 
when cap itu la tions were ta k in g  
place in Russia and discourage­
ment was overcom ing the w o rk ­
ers everywhere. One defeat a fte r  
another descended upon the 
heads o f the vanguard -of the 
vanguard. M any began to  que­
stion. W ha t to do? Is  i t  possible 
to do a n y th in g?  Is n ’t  it. be tte r 
to le t th in gs  slide a l i t t le ?

T ro ts k y  w ro te  an a rtic le , “ Ten­
a c ity ! T enac ity ! T e n a c ity !”  T h a t 
was his answer to  the wave o f 
discouragem ent th a t fo llow ed the 
cap itu la tion  o f Radek and others. 
Hold on and- fig h t i t  ou t — th a t 
is w h a t the revo lu tion is ts  m ust 
learn , no m a tte r how sm all th e ir  
numbers, no m a tte r how isolated 
they m ay be. Ho ld on and fig h t 
i t  out u n til the break comes, then 
take advantage o f every op­
p o rtu n ity . W c held out u n t il 
1933, and then we began to  see 
da y lig h t. Then the T ro tsky is ts  
started to ge t on the. po litica l 
map o f th is  country.

(.From “ The H is to ry  o f A m e ri­
can T ro tsky ism ,”  by James P. 
Cannon, pp. 97-100. Pioneer 
Publishers, 1914, 268 pp.; clo th  
82.75, paper $2. O rder from  P io­
neer Publishers, 116 un ivers i! v 
Place, N. Y . 3, N . Y .)

The Militant
m ay now be purchased a t 

242 Broadw ay, San D iego, CaL

—  ■ — By V . G rey  ■ .......■

I t ’s hu n tin g  season again, and everybody is k id d in g  everybody 
else- about how m any pheasants they d idn ’t  get. A  couple o f the  
fe llow s live  in sm all v illages nearby, and they  ju s t stepped ou t in  
the hack ya rd  and knocked down a b ird  apiece before they came to  
w ork  in the m orn ing . B u t they were the  lu c k y  ones. Some o f the 
boys took the f irs t  day o f f  en tire ly , trudged  around a ll day w ith o u t 
even g e ttin g  a shot a t any th ing .

W h a t everyone was la ug h in g  about though, was the  w ay the 
fields were so crowded w ith  hunters and the woods so th ic k  w ith  
them th a t you couldn’t  have le t go w ith  a shot w ith o u t h it t in g  
someone. S lim  said th a t when he fired  a t a p a rtr id g e  he tho ugh t he 
saw, he clipped three hunters a t once.

I t ’s worse than ever now, o f course, because you can’t  get 
enough gasoline to  go very fa r .  in to  the coun try . So every hunter 
and his b ro th e r ju s t has to  tra m p  around in  the fields near town. 
Cartridges arc easier to  get than they were la s t year. B u t w hat 
good are they i f  you don’t get. a chance to  use them ? There’s p len ty  
of b irds in the deep woods, and up in  the h ills  f i f ty  m iles fro m  
here. B u t i f  a fe llow  goes ou t the re— supposing he has the gas— he 
wants to  stay a couple o f days o r so. H a rry  Johnson does th a t 
every year. B u t there aren ’t  m any who can a ffo rd  to do th a t, no 
m atter how crazy th e y  are about hun ting .

“ 1 notice,”  observes Shorty , “ old H aw kshaw  in  the f ro n t  office 
has been gone a ll week. P robab ly w on’t  be back u n t il pheasant season 
is over.”

“ T h a t’s r ig h t. He’l l  be gone again in deer season too. H e’s go t 
a lodge in  the A lleghenies. l ‘d bo up there, too, i f  I  had’ h is dough 
and th a t hu n tin g  lodge.”

THE B IG  SHO TS G E T  A LL T H E  SHOTS
T h a t’s a b ig  “ i f . ”  W il l  there ever be a tim e  when the o rd ina ry  

w o rk in g  man can leave the shop a couple o f weeks a t a tim e, go 
up in the no rth  woods, w ith  canoe, rod, ree l and gun— and liv e  a 
l i t t le  b it  o f the  li fe  th a t so m any sm all game hunters dream  about? 
Just th in k , there are hundreds o f thousands o f square m iles in 
Canada, w ith  lake, m ounta in , swamp and pool beckoning to  the 
hunter. B u t w ha t h u n te r can go up the re?  W hy, H aw kshaw  in  the 
f ro n t  office, and h is m asters, Grace, G ird le r, M organ and Co. They 
ge t a ll the shots they w ant, even when th e ir  guide doesn’t  a im  the 
gun fo r  them.

A  w ork ingm an doesn’t  have th a t p riv ile ge— g a s 'ra tio n in g  o r no 
gas ra tio n in g . Y ou ’re  tie d  to  you r job, and you ju s t can’t  go o f f  on 
these ja un ts  you dream  about, when the w ife  and kids need the 
th ings  they  do.

D id  you ever stop to th in k , though, th a t we could pu t up a 
hundred thousand w e ll equipped lodges th roughou t Canada— about 
five thousand in  each o f the  fo r ty  e ig h t states, enough fo r  the gang 
in every shop on the con tinent— keep them  w e ll stocked and equipped, 
g ive every hun te r or would-be hun te r a week w ith  pay and a few  
bucks fo r  expenses th row n  in? T h a t we could do a ll th is  fo r  about 
one percent o f the money the U . S. is spending on w ar?  W e ll, we 
could,— and we w ill.

W hen we w o rk in g  people have to take over production, as we 
w i l l  a ll over the  w o rld , the re  w i l l  bo no m ore c a p ita lis t business 
R iva lry  th a t resu lts  in  w a r. A bo u t tw e n ty  m illio n  lives and a 
thousand b illion s  o f do lla rs  w i l l  be saved fo r  each generation th a t 
way. I f  th a t were the f u l l  ex te n t o f w h a t socia lism  could do, th a t 
alone would guarantee every w ork ingm an and wom an the rea liza tion  
o f th e ir  physica l needs as w e ll as many lu xu rie s  besides h u n tin g .

As fo r  people who don’t  lik e  to  h u n t o r f is h , who can’t  bear to  
see the w orm  w igg le  on the  hook, w e ll, the y  w on’t  fee l cheated 
e ithe r when they see the hunters hav ing  such a swell tim e  o f it .  
Maybe the y ’l l  go on a European to u r— gaze a t the Parthenon and 
the P yram ids.

TH E S E  DREA M S W IL L  BE R EA L  
U N D E R  S O C IA LISM

These th in gs  sound fa n ta s tic  beside the d u ll l i fe  we’ve g o t to 
endure now— when we ge t ou tdoor l i fe  th rou gh  the  pages o f S tree t 
and S m ith ’s magazines, o r go ge t a fre e  t r ip  to  Europe to  shoot 
men instead o f an im als. They sound lik e  a p o lit ic ia n ’s prom ises— a 
ca p ita lis t p o litic ia n  before e lection who go t a l i t t le  overrosy in  his 
predictions. B u t they w i l l  be rea lized under Socialism . I t  w i l l  be as 
easy as i t  is to  q u it w o rk  when the w h is tle  blows.

The fa k e r Huey Long had the slogan, “ E ve ry  man a k in g ."  B u t 
th a t ’s im possib le to-day. U nder cap ita lism  the w ea lth  ju s t  cannot 
be shared. A t  least n o t shared fa ir ly .  M ost o f us rea lize th a t. A nd  
so we’re p re tty  skep tica l o f b ig  prom ises. W e have seen our fa the rs  
and m others w ork  th e ir  lives aw ay fo r  the  bosses, we see ourselves 
do ing the same th in g — and a fre e  life ,  much less a happy hu n tin g  
season is hard  to believe possible. O n ly  the  bosses, and the rascals 
and robbers o f W a ll S treet, have had these in the past. B u t socialized 
production is go ing to  secure them  fo r  us a ll.

No sing le  p o litic ia n  is go ing to  ge t these benefits fo r  us. The 
w o rk ing  people are go ing to  take them  out o f the hands o f the ru lin g  
class, and make them the p ro pe rty  o f a ll. The c a p ita lis t po litic ians 
can’t  even live  up to  th e ir  m iserable boast o f a “ chicken in  every 
po t”  because th e ir  system is so decrepit. B u t in ou r Socia lis t system 
o f jobs fo r  a ll, and the re fo re  goods fo r  a ll, we can say “ tw o 
pheasants fo r  every hun te r.”  And make i t  s tick , too.
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Prose And Poetry
The saga of the Negro soldier 

and the trea tm en t he is  receiv­
in g  from  the m il ita ry  agents of 
A m erican im peria lism  continues 
to be related in  d iffe re n t form s 
alm ost every day.

I t  is  becoming clear to the Ne­
gro people th a t the w in n in g  of 
th is  w a r has no t m eant and w i l l  
n o t mean the w in n in g  o f f irs t-  
class c itizensh ip  by the oppressed 
colored m in o r ity  here in  Am erica.

The c la rifica tio n  of th is  issue 
has la rge ly  been accomplished by 
the Negro so ld ier who has w r i t ­
ten  home h is  experiences to re la ­
tives  and friends. He has to ld  
of the never neglected measures 
to  keep h im  in  “ his place’’ in  
the tra in in g  camps here in  A m er­
ica —  m ore especia lly in  the 
South. (E ve ry  Negro sold ier is 
given a taste o f th is  section be­
fore he is shipped ou t). He has 
also w r itte n  home and to ld  of 
the complete social equa lity  he 
has received fro m  the w o rk in g  
people in  Europe who are sup­
posed to be so backward in  the 
ways of "dem ocracy’’ as compared 
to  Am erica, the “ land of the 
free.”

F rom  England, I ta ly , and the 
South Pacific have come authentic 
reports  o f m il ita ry  enforcem ent 
o f segregation o f Am erican 
N egro  sold iers in  p rev iously  un­
biased c iv ilia n  business places. 
The brass hats are g e ttin g  i t  
s tra ig h t w ith  the naive “ fo re ig n ­
ers”  th a t a brown-skinned A m e r­
ican is no t supposed to be trea ted 
as an equal. Lack ing  the life lo n g  
a n ti-N e g ro  in do c trina tio n  th a t 
w h ites  have had the be ne fit o f 
here in the U.S.A., these a ttem pts  
by the m il ita ry  have no t been 
com ple te ly successful.

In  addition, to th is  i t  has been 
revealed fo r the f irs t tim e  th a t 
the reactionary m il ita ry  caste is 
go ing so fa r  as to prevent Negro 
sold iers fro m  m a ilin g  home in ­
fo rm a tio n  te ll in g  how much bet­
te r  he is trea ted  by  the E ng lish  
people than he is  in, h is  own 
country . The s to ry  s lipped out 
in  no less an au th o rita tive  pub­
lic a tio n  than the A rm y ’s own 
w eekly “ Yank.”  The fo llo w in g  
le tte r  was published in, the Sep­
tember 8, 1944 issue.

Dear Yank:

I  am an A m erican Negro w ith  
three years in  the A rm y ; and, 
i f  i t  makes me any more a sol­
d ie r there is  not a blem ish on 
m y service record. G rip ing  is 
not m y job, bu t r ig h t  now I  am 
re a lly  angry.

. . .  I  have w ritte n  le tte rs  back 
home in  w h ich  I  have to ld  about 
the lack of rac ia l segregation in  
England and the freedom w h ich 
the colored so ld ier enjoys here. 
F o r th is , I  was called up to  bat­
talion. headquarters, taken ou t to 
a mess ten t where none of the 
colored ba tta lion  personnel could 
hear and asked by the ba tta lion  
executive and m y ba tte ry  com­

mander why I  insisted on f la u n t­
ing in  the officers’ faces (th rough 
m a il)  the fac t th a t the colored 
m an enjoys m uch more equa lity  
in  England than he does in  the 
Southern States.

M y answer was th a t there was 
no in te n t to  f la u n t an y th in g  in 
anyone’s face. I  w r ite  to te ll my 
people back home th in gs  o f in  
te rest, and so fa r  as I  am con­
cerned (and I  understand postal 
regu la tions w il l  bear me o u t) the 
censor is an im personal machine 
whose on ly  fun c tion  i t  is  to  p ick 
ou t in fo rm a tio n  o f value to  the 
enemy. The officers agreed th a t 
w ha t was contained in  m y le tte rs  
was o f no harm  m il ita r ily .  . .

Since then I  have received le t­
te rs  fro m  m y  paren ts (who have 
five o ther sons in  service) and 
m y frien ds  s ta tin g  th a t not- one 
of m y le tte rs  has a rrived  w ith ­
out som ething cu t ou t and ask­
in g  w hy I  don’t  te ll them about 
the E ng lish  people . . .

M a il is supposed to be morale 
bu ild ing , bu t th is  so rt of non­
sense on ly  makes the people back 
home more m iserable and the 
men here prone to feel disres­
pect fo r  th e ir  superior officers.

Sgt. JAM ES R. BROWN

T his  m ay be “ nonsense”  to  Sgt. 
B row n bu t to A m erican cap ita l­
ism (which determ ines m il ita ry  
po licy ) i t  is  qu ite  logica l. Here 
is why. In  England Negroes are 
such a t in y  m in o r ity  th a t they 
are useless as a scapegoat to s p lit 
the w o rk ing  class. Consequently 
there is no calculated anti-Negro 
in d o c trin a tio n  and therefore l i t ­
tle  o r no prejudice. In. Am erica 
the opposite is true. W ith  10 
percent Negroes (m ostly  w o rk ­
ers) in te r-rac ia l antagonism is of 
inestim able value to the ru l in g  
class, especially in  tim es of class 
c ris is  such as we m ay expect in  
the “ pos t-w ar”  period.

I f  the Negro is  to be used as 
a scapegoat against the labor 
movement I t  is essential th a t he 
be denied equa lity  and rigo rous ly  
segregated. I f  i t  is  generally 
know n th a t the Negro enjoys firs t 
class -citizenship in  England 
w ith o u t catastrophic consequen­
ces, in  short, i f  too m any le tte rs  
from  too m any Sgt. Browns a r­
r iv e  here, i t  w i l l  in sp ire  the Ne­
gro masses and progressive 
w h ite  elements to f ig h t —  now — 
ve ry  m il ita n t ly  fo r  im m ediate 
abolishm ent of segregation. To 
figh t back such a force would be 
costly  to  the governm ent agents 
o f cap ita lism  and would also ex­
pose th e ir  s in is ter, an ti-w o rk ing  
class role. Racia l equa lity  here 
as you have in  England would 
be a danger to the exp lo iting  
class.

The censors lied, Sgt. Brown, 
you r le tte r  does Contain in fo rm a ­
tio n  o f value to  the enemy— the 
most basic and the m ost danger­
ous enemy o f Am erican im p e ria l­
ism —  the Am erican w o rk ing  
class.

Gen. Stilwell s Recall  Exposes Wall Street's 
Imperialist Aim To Subj ugate Chinese People

(Continued fro m  page 1)

the “ d ifferences”  have been e lim ­
inated by the sim ple expedient of 
rem oving S tilw e ll, then the  con­
clusion seems inevitab le  tha t 
Chiang, hav ing  “ saved his face”  
before the Chinese people, has 
secretly cap itu la ted in  essence— 
or w i l l  cap itu la te  —  to the de 
mands of W ashington. A nother 
Am erican commander or com­
manders w i l l  do the job th a t had 
been assigned to S tilw e ll.

The pow erfu l Yankee im p e ria l­
ists are in  no mood to be t r if le d  
w ith  by the satrap who rules in  
Chungking. They are aware o f th e '” "  ash ington.”
shakiness of his regime and are 
in  a pos ition  to exert tremendous 
pressure to ga in th e ir  ends. They 
aim  to d rive  the Japanese im per­
ia lis ts  from  China in  order to 
take th e ir  place as the explo iters 
and oppressors of the Chinese 
people. R ig h t now they w ant a 
regim e in  China th a t can reo r­
ganize the armed forces fo r ef­
fective w arfa re  and th a t w i l l  sub-

Just A Negro Soldier
Subm itted by B ill H orton

I ’m ju s t  a Negro soldier
F ig h tin g  fo r  “ Democracy,”

A  th in g  I ’ve o ften  heard o f 
B u t ve ry  seldom see.

In  the South I  was ju s t a “ n ig g e r”
On whom  the boss man kep t close track  

To see th a t I  g rew  no b igger
Than the clothes upon m y back.

In  the N o rth , o f course, i t ’s d iffe re n t,
T h a t is, they  had a d iffe re n t name 

F o r J im -C row  i t  was segregation 
B u t i t  am ounts to  ju s t the same.

Y e t I  m ust be p a tr io t ic
M ust n o t g rum ble  o r com plain 

B u t m ust f ig h t fo r  some “ fo u r  freedom s”  
On w h ich  I ’l l  have no cla im .

I  m ust f ig h t under every condition 
Face bayonet, shot and shell 

B u t w ith  J im -C row  “ recogn ition ”
Tho ’ I  crash the  gates o f he ll.

They expect me to  be lo ya l ?
B u t in  m y he a rt I ’m  no t 

F o r how can a second-class c itizen 
Be a firs t-c lass p a tr io t?

To he ll w ith  a w a r im pelled by greed 
W h ile  the  h u n g ry  masses c ry  

B u t to  w in  complete eq ua lity  
I ’d f ig h t and g la d ly  die.

In  D e tro it
BUY
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o f press, o r o f much o f anything!»»- 
else. There are secret police, con­
cen tra tion  camps and f ir in g  
squads fo r  those who dare to 
speak, o r w rite , or act out o f 
tu rn .”

W hy was a ll th is  kept dark so 
long? “ F irs t,”  says W ian t, “ be- 
cr.use of Chinese censorship. Sec­
ond, because W ashington held 
out hope th a t the mess could be 
cleaned up. W ashington, th rough  
General S tilw e ll, gave Chiang ev­
ery assistance possible under the 
circumstances. The mess became, 
so bad, however, tha t General 
S tilw e ll was f in a lly  recalled to

STILWELL

ord inate  China’s m il ita ry  s trug ­
gle fo r  independence to A m e ri­
can s tra teg ic  aims and requ ire­
ments. I f  Chiang w i l l  not cooper­
ate, they w i l l  find a Chinese w ar­
lo rd  who w ill.

Once Am erican troops have 
landed in  force in  eastern China, 
Am erican im p e ria lis t pressure on 
Chiang— i f  his reg im e survives 
th a t long— w ill  become a ll the 
greater.

Business Week, au th o rita tive  
organ of Am erican B ig  Business, 
w ith  sources o f in fo rm a tio n  
among the po licy-m akers in  
W ashington, predicted w ith  as­
surance in  its  issue of Nov. 4 
tha t “ the A llie s  —  operating 
th rough a m il ita ry  governm ent— 
(w ill)  take a firm  hold o f popul­
ous coastal areas of China when 
they are libera ted”  and th a t 
Chiang w i l l  be "forced in to  p ro­
gressive libe ra liza tio n  of his gov- 
erm ent i f  he is eventua lly to as­
sume con tro l of the governm ent 
of libera ted China. I t  w i l l  su r­
prise no one i f  General S tilw e ll 
tu rns  up in  command when A l­
lied  forces are eventua lly  landed 
along the China coast.”

The reference to  “ lib e ra liz a tio n ”  
o f Chang’s bloody and reac tiona ry  
regime is s im p ly  a dece itfu l eu­
phemism intended to  cover the  
predatory purpose of the Yankee 
freebooters to convert China in to  
th e ir  colony. They in tend to use 
Chiang as an in s tru m en t fo r  the 
accom plishm ent of th a t purpose, 
or —  find an a lte rna tive  to 
Chiang!

L IF T  C EN SO R SHIP
I t  is  no t by chance th a t the 

S tilw e ll episode has been accom­
panied by a fresh outpouring  of 
c r it ic is m  of Chiang’s d icta torship, 
new tales of the pervasive cor­
rup tion  and inep titude  in  h igh  
places w h ich  has n u llif ie d  a ll thfe 
great sacrifices made by the C h i­
nese soldiers in  the fig h t to ex­
pel the Japanese invaders.

F o r years Kuom intang-dom in- 
ated China has been depicted by 
a ll spokesmen of cap ita lism , in ­
c lud ing  Roosevelt h im self, as a 
“ democracy.”  The true  and fe,ar- 
fu l facts about Chiang’s regime, 
as v ile  in  a ll respects as H it le r ’s, 
were suppressed. O nly the T ro t­
sky is t press carried factua l, un­
varn ished accounts o f the Chinese 
s itua tion . Today, in  order to 
fu r th e r the im p e ria lis t aim s 
which they serve, the cap ita lis t 
press agencies and newspapers 
w ith  the approval of the W ar De 
pa rtm ent censorship, are publish 
in g  news th a t on ly  recently was 
taboo.

Thus Thoburn W ian t, Asso­
ciated Press correspondent in  
London, who was fo rm e rly  in 
China, now te lls  us th a t Chiang 
is “ more concerned w ith  the in ­
ev itab le  c iv il w a r aga inst the 
80,000,000 Chinese Com m unists 
than w ith  the s trugg le  against 
Japan. . . . Democracy does not 
ex is t in  China. There is probably 
no m ore e ffic ie n t d ic ta to rsh ip  
than th a t o f the Kuom in tang . 
There is no freedom  o f speech, or

In  p la in  words, Roosevelt con­
spired w ith  Chiang to hide the 
foulness o f the K uom in tang  re­
gime from  the rest of the w o rld — 
as long as i t  served his purposes. 
He propped t i l ls  regime up, p a in t­
ed i t  in  the g low ing colors o f a 
figh te r foV “ democracy,”  acquies­
ced in  its  unbrid led  oppression 
c f the Chinese people. Today, 
when the re v o lt in g  corrup tion  
and inep titude  o f the  reg im e 
have progressed so fa r as to re­
duce a lm ost to  zero its  e ffe c tive ­
ness as an in s tru m en t of A m e ri­
can im p e ria lis t po ljcy, Roosevelt 
pe rm its  some o f the facts to be 
made known. Today as yester­
day, Roosevelt and those he 
serves are concerned least of a ll 
w ith  the a w fu l p l ig h t  o f China’s 
m illions . T h e ir  in te rest is solely 
in  the “ m an ifest destiny”  of 
A m erican im peria lism , w h ich  is 
to dom inate and exp lo it these 
and other m illio n s  throughout 
Asia.

FE A R S  C IV IL  W A R  
I t  is  true , as W ia n t reports, 

tha t Chiang is “ more concerned 
w ith  the inevitab le  c iv i l  w a r 
against the 80,000,000 Chinese 
Communists than w ith  the s trug ­
gle against Japan.”  The S ta lin ­
ist-contro lled areas in  northern  
China, where some of the basic 
elements o f the ag ra ria n  revo lu­
t io n  have been p a rtia lly  achieved 
(d iv is io n  of the land, reduction 
o f land rents and taxa tion, etc.), 
are a te rr ib le  th rea t to Chiang’s 
regime of land lo rd -cap ita lis t op­
pression. He keeps upwards of 
h a lf a m il l io n  troops — some re- 
ports say close to a m illio n  — 
blockading these “ Red”  areas.

However, the rag ing  economic 
cris is, combined w ith  the u tte r 
fa ilu re  of the defensive war 
against Japan under K uom in tang  
d irection , have weakned a ll (he 
tie-rods of Chiang’s regim e and 
encouraged his w a rlo rd  r iv a ls  —  
m any of them  his ow n reg ional 
commanders —  to nurse hopes 
of being ablo to step in to  his 
shoes as “ leader of the nation .”  

S epara tis t and p a rtic u la r is tic  
tendencies, s tro n g ly  rem iniscent 
o f the w a rlo rd  era between 1911 
and 1927 when China was t ru n ­
cated and to rn  a p a rt in to  many 
p rinc ip a lities , are becoming ram ­
pant once more. Chiang there fore  
hesitates to  em bark on large-scale 
m ilita ry  action against the "R ed”  
areas fo r  fe a r o f unleashing 
countryw ide c iv il w a r which

The Masses C h iang  Kai-shek Fears

'  P ictured here is p a rt o f a crowd o f 50,000 w orkers, students, 
shopkeepers dem onstra ting  in  Shanghai in  1931 to  p ro tes t the  
Japanese invasion o f M anchuria  and the se ll-ou t policies o f Chiang- 
K a i-shek’s governm ent. The butcher o f the  Chinese R evolution 
fears, w ith  good reason, th a t s im ila r  se ll-ou ts to  the  A m erican  
im p e ria lis ts  w i l l  provoke a new s to rm y upsurge o f the mass move­
m ent and im p e ril h is regim e.

m igh t destroy his reg im e and, by 
ra is ing  the masses to  th e ir  feet, 
sweep away the whole ro tten  
system o f la nd lo rd -ca p ita lis t ex­
p lo ita tio n  which he personifies.

As correspondent W ia n t re- 
p o r t s :  “ Chinese (meaning
Chiang’s commanders) in  m any 
sectors are resisting, (the Jap­
anese) on ly  on a token basis.”  
They are saving th e ir  soldiers 
and th e ir  am m un ition  fo r  c iv il 
war. And as correspondent 
Brooks A tk inson  reveals, Chiang 
“ hedges and "hesitates”  over any­
th in g  in v o lv in g  the use of h is 
troops. He refers to Chiang's 
“ basic unw illingness to r is k  h is 
arm ies in  battle  w ith  the Japan­
ese”  and says "fo re igners  can 
on ly  conclude th a t the Chinese 
Government wants to save its  
arm ies to secure its  p o litica l pow­
er a fte r the w ar.”

Y U N N A N  W A R LO R D

Ind ica tive  of the break-up of 
Chiang’s a u th o rity  is  a s ig n if i­
cant ed ito ria l a rtic le  w h ich ap­
peared in  the Yunnan D a ily  Hews 
o f Nov. 1 in  w h ich  Chiang’s re ­
gime was branded as “ Fascist”  
and blamed fo r  the m il ita ry  
crisis. T h is  paper is owned by 
Gen. L u ng  Y un, p ro v in c ia l gov­
e rnor o f Yunnan and long -tim e  r i ­
va l o f Chiang Kai-shek, who has 
never given m ore than nom ina l a l­
legiance to  the K uom in tang  re ­
gim e. He con tro ls  the arm ies o f 
the province. H is  bold a tta ck  on 
Chiang as a “ Fascist”  has bu t one 
m eaning: Lung  Yun is preparing 
to  break w ith  C hungking a t a 
p rop itious moment.

Especia lly s ign ifican t is the 
fac t th a t Yunnan province, in  
the s tra teg ic  southwest, is  the 
area in  w h ich  A m erican m il ita ry  
forces are m ost numerous and 
active. I t  is  the China base of 
tho campaign in  Burm a, a t pres­
ent the m ain theater of Am erican 
operations in. con tinen ta l Asia. 
Its  capita l, K unm ing, is the a ir

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

N O V E M B E R  10, 1 9 3 4
P IT T S B U R G H — D esigna ting  Novem ber 24 as N a tion a l Unemployed 

Day, o rgan iza tions rep resen ting  over 750,000 jobless w orkers 
called fo r  na tion -w ide marches on re l ie f  s ta tions to  present the 
demands o f the na tio n ’s unemployed. A  de legation was planned 
to  v is i t  Roosevelt as th ’e c lim ax o f the dem onstration.

S ign ing  the  ca ll fo r  the m arch were the m a jo r unemployed 
organ izations, in c lud in g  the N a tio n a l Unem ployed League, 
I ll in o is  W orke rs ’ A lliance , E aste rn  Federation o f Unemployed 
and Em ergency W orkers , M innesota C entra l Council o f W ork- 

. ers, A m erican  W orkers ’ U n ion (M issou ri, Kansas and 
N ebraska), F lo rida  Federation o f Unem ployed Leagues, W is ­
consin Federa tion  o f W orkers ’ * Com m ittees, Texas C entra l 
Council o f W orkers, and the F ro n t W ayne Unem ployed League.

Num erous trade  unions announced th e ir  support o f the 
movem ent to  demand adequate re l ie f  fo r  the jobless. The A m er 
ican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion  prom ised lega l a id  to  dem onstrators 
in  the  event o f po lice in te rfe rence.

FA R G O — T hrea ten ing  a general s tr ik e  in  p ro te s t aga inst the a rrest 
o f M iles Dunne, the w orkers  o f F argo  forced police to  release 
Dunne “ on his own cognizance.”  Dunne, one o f the  leaders o f 
the  v ic to rious  M inneapo lis tru c k d riv e rs ’ s tr ike , was arrested 
in  Fargo , N . D. fo r  g iv in g  leadership there  to  a m ilk -d r iv e rs ’ 
s tr ik e  w h ich  w ru n g  its  demands fro m  the bosses in  ju s t  24 
hours. The d rive rs , whose wages before the s tr ik e  averaged $15 
fo r  70 to  90 hours o f w o rk , won a 48-hour week w ith  a $3 in 
crease in  pay, un ion recogn ition , and an agreem ent to  a rb itra te  
fu r th e r  upw ard revis ions in  pay.

F R A N C E — T orn  by in te rn a l crises, F rance once m ore hovered on the 
b r in k  o f c iv il w ar, as the governm ent o f Doum ergue collapsed 
g iv in g  w ay to  the reg im e o f E tienne P land in. “ The governm ent 
o f F land in ,”  said The M ilita n t,  “ n o t qu ite  so rea c tion a ry  (as 
Doum ergue’s) in  appearance, b u t no less an ti-w o rk ing -c lass  in  
character, w i l l  prove to  be no be tte r than  a tem po ra ry  stop­
gap. . . On the p o lit ic a l fie ld the Fascis t o rgan iza tions arm  
everywhere fo r  the destruction  o f the organs o f worsting class 
democracy, the p o lit ic a l parties and the trade  unions. On the 
o the r hand, the revo lu tiona ry  feve r o f the  French w o rk ing  
class is r is in g . Between th is  ham m er-and-anvil the new m iddle- 
o f-the-road p a r ty  m ust come to  g r ie f.”

te rm in a l fo r  a ll supplies flow n 
in to  China from  Ind ia .

Yunnan’s defection from  Chung­
k in g  would isolate and weaken 
Chiang’s regim e s t i l l  fu rth e r. I t  
is  no t im probable tha t Lung Yun 
is being used by the Am erican 
im p e ria lis ts  as a fo il to Chiang 
and a w a rn in g  of the fate which 
aw aits  his regime unless he does 
the b idd ing of W ashington.

S T A L IN IS T  RO LE
So fa r  we have had no word of 

the ro le o f the Chinese masses, 
the w orkers and peasants, in  the 
fa s t developing cris is . The C h i­
nese S ta lin is t leaders are t ry in g  
to  rescue the K uom in tang  regim e. 
They havp proposed th a t Chiang 
“ dem ocratize”  his governm ent on 
the basis o f a coa lition  o f' a ll the 
parties, inc lud ing  th e ir  own. The 
Yankee im p e ria lis ts , appra is ing 
the S ta lin is ts  a t th e ir  true  p o li­
t ic a l w o rth  (a l l reports  regard ing  
the proposed coa lition  re fe r to 
them  as the “ so-called Commun­
is ts ” ) , fa vo r such a coa lition  in 
the in te rests o f th e ir  w ar w ith  
Japan.

. Chiang resists th is  proposal be­
cause he fears th a t any relaxa­
tio n  of h is reg im e of suppression 
m ay b r in g  the  masses to th e ir  
feet and open w ide the flood­
gates of revo lu tion . He resists 
Am erican pressure because he 
fears th a t open cap itu la tion  to 
the Yankee im p e ria lis ts  would 
arouse a popular fu ro re  s im ila r  
to the years 1931-36 when, tim e  
and tim e again, he yielded to the 
Japanese im peria lis ts .

The task of C h ina ’s na tiona l 
libe ra tion  is f irs t of a ll the task 
of the Chinese people themsel­
ves. Ch iang’s reg im e has revealed 
over tho course o f seven years 
its  u tte r  incapacity  to d irec t a 
successful strugg le against even 
a single im p e ria lis t power —  Jap­
an. I t  has plunged the country 
in to  the deepest cris is, the mass­
es in to  fe a rfu l m isery. Com­
p le te ly  a lien to  the people, en joy­
in g  no t a shred o f popu la r support 
i t  is  obliged to lean more and 
m ore heav ily  on the Yankee im ­
pe ria lis ts  who are p repa ring  a 
new s lavery fo r  China’s m illio ns .

The Chinese w orkers and 
peasants w i l l  in  due tim e  settle  
accounts w ith  C hiang’s murderous 
regim e. In  th is  they w i l l  in ­
ev ita b ly  have to  con front, too, 
the Am erican im p e ria lis ts  —  
Chaing ’s present patrons. The 
w ork ing-c lass o f A m erica  m ust 
not p e rm it the Yankee im p e ria l­
is ts  to go th rough  w ith  th e ir  
ne farious plans fo r  the enslave­
m ent o f China. Now — today!—  
when the p o lit ic a l representatives 
o f the  W a ll S treet brigands have 
p la in ly  betrayed th e ir  rea l in te n ­
tions, a m ig h ty  shout o f p ro test 
m ust go up :

H A N D S  O F F  C H IN A !

Churchill's Plan 
For Germany

John McGovern, Independent 
Labor P a rty  member o f the 
House o f Commons, asked 
C h u rch ill ea rly  la s t m onth fo r  
an assurance th a t “ i f  any Ger­
man citizens should shoot H it ­
le r, Goering, Goebbels or 
H im m le r they w il l  not be 
dealt w ith  as the assassin o f 
D arlan  was dealt w ith  in  
N o rth  A fr ic a ” — by a f ir in g  
squad.

C h u r c h i l l  rep lied th a t 
M cGovern was asking him  
“ to g ive an assurance covering 
a vast fie ld  p f un ce rta in ty  
wh ich is in fluenced at every 
stage by hazard and chance.”  
E v id e n tly  the B r it is h  P rem ier 
is ready to  deal w ith  German 
a n ti - fasc is ts  in  accordance 
w ith  his new fo rm u la  th a t the  
w ar is g row ing  “ less and less 
ideo log ica l”  in  character.

By Theodore Kovalcsky
You were ju s t  a gu y  lik e  a m illio n  o th e r guys. O f course I  can’t  

know, b u t I  th in k  you were ju s t another guy, maybe named Eddie 
o r Jack o r B il l,  a guy go ing to w o rk  every day and ta k in g  you r 
g ir l  ou t S atu rday n igh ts .

A nd then the d ra ft  came along and yanked you ou t o f no rm a l 
l i fe  w ith  a m illio n  others; and they measured you, and inspected 
you, and tested you, and gave you a num ber, and a un ifo rm , and a 
gun w ith  a bayonet.

They to ld  you, “ Go ou t and f ig h t  fo r  the A m erican w ay o f life . 
K i l l  the Huns. W e’l l  crush P russian m ilita r is m , and then w e’l l  hang 
the Kaisgr. W e’re depending on you brave boys to defend democ­
racy .”

So w ith  “ O ver There”  r in g in g  
in you r ears, w ith  “ M y M an”  c ry ­
in g  in you r ears, w ith  “ M adem oi­
selle fro m  A rm en tie re s”  baw ling  
in you r ears, you w ent ou t to  de­
fend democracy in  the “ w a r to  
end a ll w a rs .”  You defended i t  
in  the mud and blood o f the 
trenches. You defended i t  in  the 
s tin k  o f the casua lty  c lea ring  s ta ­
tions. You defended i t  in  the mad, 
sleepless bom bardm ents. Y ou de­
fended i t  in  the  bayonet charges 
and lone ly  hand-to-hand clashes.
( “ Poor devil, i t  was e ith e r you r 
gu ts o r m ine,”  you th o u g h t when 
you wrenched o u t y o u r bayonet.)

Then you caught i t .  Som ething to re  aw ay y o u r dog-tag, ripped  
open you r body, and p u t ou t the sun.

*  *  *  #

I t  m ust have h u rt, pa l, —  Eddie o r Jack o r B il l,  w hateve r you r 
name was. I t  m ust have h u r t  lik e  h e ll to  lie  the re  w ith  y o u r face 
in  the mud, you r legs k ic k in g  in  the  mud, y o u r f in g e rs  c lu tch ing , 
and g rin d in g  the mud, you r blood reddening and th in n in g  the  mud.

Somebody go t a te legram  th a t said, “ The W ar D epartm ent 
regrets. . .”  I t  said, “ M iss ing  in  action. . .”

B u t one day, they came and picked you up. They cra ted you 
and shipped you back across the ocean. A nd nobody knew  you. . . 
b u t s t i l l  everybody knew  you. F o r you were the U nknow n Soldier.

Then they mocked and insu lted  you. T h in  hypocrites and fa t  
hypocrites in  expensive su its  made speeches. A dm ira ls  and generals 
stood a t a tten tion . A nd they  took you ( ju s t an o rd in a ry  guy, Eddie, 
o r Jack, o r B il l,  a gu y  lik e  a m illio n  others, ea ting  ho t dogs w ith  
the g ir l  fr ie n d  in  the  sum m er evenings, maybe ru n n in g  a la the  
in  the da y tim e ), and they  tu rned  you in to  a sym bol o f J. P. M organ ’s 
w a r, in to  a m onum ent to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  “ trade rs ’ w a r.”

A nd  then, w ith  “ dem ocracy”  v ic to rious, you lay  in  you r new 
tom b, w ith  young sold iers paid to  w a lk  back and fo r th  in  f ro n t  o f 
you r door. t

“ Dem ocracy”  v ic to rious, you la y  in  you r tom b, w h ile  th e y  starved 
the ch ild ren o f Europe.

Y ob la y  in  you r tom b w h ile  the y  castra ted and lynched W esley 
E v e re tt and smashed the W obblies, w h ile  they hanged N egro sol­
diers in  th e ir  un ifo rm s, w h ile  the y  ra ided the trade  unions and 
ta rre d  and feathered rad ica l w orkers.

You la y  in  y o u r tom b w h ile  yo u r buddies, basket cases and 
madmen la y  in  secluded hospita ls th a t even today no ou ts ide r m ay 
see.

You la y  in  you r tom b w h ile  te r r if ie d  cap ita lism  savagely m u r­
dered Sacco and V anze tti.

You la y  in  you r tom b w h ile  the souplines form ed, and gaun t, 
ragged men plodded u n ce rta in ly  th rou gh  the snows and confusion o f 
the  “ A m erican w ay o f l i fe . ”

You la y  in  y o u r tom b w h ile  the y  gassed and slugged and bay- 
onetted the bonus m archers and th e ir  w ives and kids, burned th e ir  
m iserable shacks on the r iv e r  bank, burned th e ir  la s t m iserable 
possessions.

You la y  in  you r tom b w h ile  the  Chicago cops shot down ten 
o ther o rd in a ry  guys on M em oria l Day, 1937.

*  *  #

A nd  now, you’l l  soon have company. T hey ’re ready ing  another 
selection o f unknown dead. They’re  g e ttin g  ou t the spades and 
prayer-books. The hypocrites in  th e ir  expensive clothes are w r it in g  
m ore speeches. The generals and adm ira ls  are po lish ing  up th e ir  
medals and c learing  th e ir  th roa ts .

M ore te legram s are be ing sent to  people, saying, “ The W a r 
D epartm ent reg re ts . . . ,”  saying, “ m issing. . .” .

M ore unknow n and o rd in a ry  guys are ly in g  tw is te d  in  death- 
agony in  the  mud o f today ’s “ trade rs ’ w a r.”

Move over, pal. One o f these boys is go ing to  be y o u r buddy.
B u t, we’re  w o rk in g  on i t ,  Eddie, o r Jack, o r B il l,  o r w hatever 

you r name was. One o f these days, the rest o f us o rd in a ry  guys 
are go ing to  smash the system  th a t pu t you where you a re  today, 
the ro tte n  system th a t makes these “ trade rs ’ wars.”

Then w e’l l  take you ou t o f th a t show-place where they p u t 
you. W e’l l  g r in d  to  dust th a t m onum ent to  f i l t h ,  disease, hunger, 
blood, agony, and mud, and w e’l l  la y  you in  a cool, g rassy grave 
where you can rest.

A n  In v ita t io n  

To New Y o rk  Readers o f  

T H E  M IL IT A N T

Hear
Charles Jackson, M IL ITA N T Columnist’

Speak On
"The Struggle For Negro Equality" ’ 

SUNDAY, NOV. 12,8 P. M.

New York School of Social Sçience
116 U N IV E R S IT Y  P L A C E  (C orner 13th S t., between 5th and 

Broadway, near U n ion Square)
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(N O T IC E : No F orum  w i l l  be he ld  on Sunday, Nov. 19th)



1 t T H E  M I L I T A N T SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1944

THE MILITANT
Published in tha interest» wt the 

W orkinr People

VO L. V I I I — No. 46 Saturday, Nov. I t .  1944

P ub lished  W eekly  by

T H E  M IL IT A N T  P U B L IS H IN G  ASS N 
at 110 University Place, New York 8, N . Y 

Telephone: ALgonquin 4-8647 
F A R R E L L  DOBBS, Editor

T H E  M IL IT A N T  follows the policy of perm it­
ting its contributors to present their own views 
in signed articles. These views therefore do not 
necessarily represent the policies of T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  which are expressed in its editorials.

Subscriptions: $2.00 per year; $1.00 fo r 6 months. 
Foreign: $3.00 per year, $1.60 for 6 months. Bun­
dle orders: 3 cents per copy in the United States; 
4 cents per copy in all foreign countries. Single 
copies: 6 cents.

“ Entered as second class m atter March 7, 1944 
a t the post office a t New York, N . Y ., under 
the Act of March 3, 1879.”

To defend the USSR as 

the main fortress of the 

world proletariat, against 

all assaults of world Im ­
perialism and of interna) 
counter-revolution, is the 

most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
— LEON TRO TSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  training o f workers, financed 

jy the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by ihe gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages fo r a ll workers 
drafted into the arm y.

3 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
w ith Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits . E xp ro ­
priation  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
operation under workers’ control.

5 . A rising scale o f wages to meet the  
rising cost o f liv ing.

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against v ig il­
ante and fascist attacks.

7 . An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

9 . The defense o f the Soviet Union  
against im peria lis t attack.

Stalin And Iran
Iran, containing some of the world’s richest pet­

roleum deposits, has become the object of a tr i- 
cornered struggle between the British and Amer­
ican imperialists and the Stalinist bureaucratic 
clique in the Soviet Union. W ith British, American 
and Soviet troops occupying the country, Stalin 
precipitated the under-cover struggle by a demand 
for oil concessions. The government o f tiny  Iran, 
neighbor of the powerful Soviet Union, could not 
resist alone. In rejecting Stalin’s demand it un­
doubtedly had the secret backing of the imperial­
ist claimants to the country's black gold.

Anglo-American aims in Iran are transparently 
clear. Theirs is lhe old game of colonial robbery 
But what arc the aims and purposes of Stalin’s 
bureaucracy? Feather-brains and enemies of the 
degenerated workers’ state yell: “ Imperialism!”  
They equate Stalin’s policies with those of the 
imperialist powers. Yet the Soviet Union has no 
need, at present, of oil resources beyond its own 
borders. Those within its borders are still far from 
being fu lly  developed.

Stalin has evidently demanded concessions as a 
method of exerting counter-pressure upon the pres­
ent Iranian government which is subject to British, 
and partly American, influence. He calculated that 
the Iranian government, backed by London and 
Washington, would refuse the demand and that the 
pro-Soviet masses of Iran would construe this as 
an anti-Soviet move, overthrow the government, 
and pave the way for a new regime friendly to the 
Kremlin. Great anti-government demonstrations in 
Teheran show that Stalin calculated well.

Stalin’s moves in Iran arc designed to offset 
the growing British domination of the Middle East, 
which is a potential m ilita ry menace to the USSR. 
They are pa A and parcel of his policy of creating 
“ friendly”  capitalist governments on the periphery 
of the Soviet Union. Stalin cannot and w ill not 
summon the Iranian masses to rise against the 
native exploiters and their imperialist allies and 
hew a revolutionary path to the socialist future. 
Instead he engages in a devious and d irty  intrigue 
designed to replace an “ unfriendly”  capitalist gov­

ernment by one that is “ friendly.”  Having turned 
his back on the socialist revolution, he is obliged 
to imitate the sordid methods of the real colonial
bandits.

The Wage-Freeze
To avoid “ embarrassing”. Roosevelt, the labor 

bureaucrats acquiesced in postponing any further 
action on labor’s demand for an upward revision 
of the wage-freezing L ittle  Steel formula— until 
alter the election. The top union leaders were more 
concerned with shielding Roosevelt than with de­
fending the standard of living of the workers. It is 
apparent that from the point of view of pressure 
politics— the politics of rewarding friends and pun­
ishing enemies —  the labor movement was in a 
stronger position to command concessions before, 
rather than after, the national elections. What 
“ pressure”  w ill the “ labor statesmen”  employ after 
the capitalist politicians have been elected to of­
fice? On the basis of past performance we can 
predict that they w ill appear, hat in hand, scraping 
and bowing before the elected representative of 
Wall Street, wheedling and begging for a few 
crumbs to help them hold-the-line against their 
own membership.

But while the spineless labor skates cringe and 
crawl and whine for concessions, the agents of Big 
Business bellow and roar and pound their fists 
demanding that the wage freeze be continued. The 
occupant of the White House is much more im­
pressed by the latter method. Whenever the labor 
movement has begun a campaign against the wage- 
freeze, the representatives of Wall Street have 
launched a counter-campaign. It is a matter of 
record that Roosevelt and his henchmen on the 
War Labor Board have always fallen in line.

In the dispute over the demand of the unions for 
a modification of the L ittle  Steel formula, the 
agents of Big Business came forward with the de­
mand that the wage freeze be continued until after 
the defeat of Germany. Roosevelt’s first assistant, 
James Byrnes, went even further by demanding 
that wage controls be continued “ until total vic­
tory is achieved over Japan." The labor skates who 
agreed to wait until “ after the election”  w ill now 
be confronted with the demand to wait “ until 
after the war." By that time the cost-plus patriots 
w ill have no need of “ wage-control”  as there w ill 
be available a vast army of unemployed to aid 
them in driving wages downward.

The cowardly methods of the labor bureaucrats 
have proven impotent to defend the interests of 
the workers. It is necessary to employ entirely d if­
ferent methods, the methods of independent class 
action. These methods require that the unions first 
regain their independence of action by breaking 
decisively with the policy of depending on spurious 
“ friends of labor”  to defend their standard of liv ­
ing. Demand that the labor representatives resign 
from the employer-dominated War Labor Board! 
Rescind the no-strike pledge! Build labor’s own 
political party— the Independent Labor Party!

'Freedom O f The A ir'
American imperialist aims of world domination, 

and the role of the Washington government as the 
instrument and executor of those aims, are being 
revealed once more in the International C iv il Avia­
tion Conference being held in Chicago.

President Roosevelt keynoted American policy 
when, in a message to the opening session on Nov. 
1, he urged the f if ty  participating governments to 
reach an agreement which would bar “ great blocs 
of closed a ir”  in the post-war world. He warned 
that if  the conference were to adopt any system of 
closed air blocs it  would be "tracing in the sky 
the conditions of possible future wars.”

Washington’s demand for “ freedom of the air,”  
being pressed by the American delegation at Chi­
cago, parallels its doctrine of "freedom of the 
seas.”  Both express the imperialist ambitions and 
designs of American capitalism which, w ith its 
unrivalled economic power, demands unrestricted 
right of way so that it may establish its sway over 
all the world.

Fearing the competition of American c iv il avia­
tion on the world’s airways, the British delegation, 
backed by Canada and the rest of the British do­
minions, has advanced a counter-plan to Roose­
velt’s. It calls for the creation of an international 
air authority which would establish and control 
routes, allocate quotas, fix  frequencies and rates. 
The British imperialists are utterly opposed to the 
American stand for free competitive enterprise in 
what the N. Y. Times calls the “ immediate post­
war air race.”

They arc opposed to it for the same reason that 
caused them to stand out against the American de­
mand for a return to the gold standard made at 
the recent Bretton Woods conference; for the same 
reason that they oppose the American “ free trade”  
policy. They know that.in  a world o f unrestrained 
competition, they w ill inevitably lose out to their 
far more powerful Yankee rivals.

When Roosevelt declares that the seeds of war 
w ill be sown if  closed air blocs are established, he 
is trying to pose as a lover of peace and to saddle 
on the British imperialists, in advance, the respon­
sib ility  for a third world war. His words are also 
intended as a warning to the British bandits that 
any obstacles they may erect in the path of Wall 
Street’s march to world domination w ill be ruthless­
ly swept aside.

The germs of war arc ever present in the world 
of capitalist-imperialism. The antagonisms between 
the competitive capitalist states cannot be elim in­
ated by conferences, because they arise out of 
operations of the capitalist system. Peace can be 
bad only by demolishing the "Tree enterprise”  sys­
tem of capitalism and erecting in its stead a world 
socialist society based on true international co­
operation.

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate if you do not want your name printed. — Editor

How Allies Have Treated 
Some Fascist Big-Shots

Hiring Hail 
in Danger
E d ito r:

The Seafarers’ In te rn a tion a l 
Union (A F L )  received a le tte r 
from  A d m ira l Land, W ar S h ip­
p ing A d m in is tra to r, ca llin g  a 
conference in  W ashington, D. C. 
fo r  next F r id a y  (Novem ber 10) to 
decide the question o f a llocation 
o f personnel in the M a ritim e  In ­
dus try . A  s im ila r  le tte r  was re ­
ceived by a ll o ther unions in  the 
Indus try .

A lthough  the le tte r was vague 
as to exactly  w ha t Land and 
o ther governm ent representatives 
w ill propose a t th is  conference, i t  
seems to  lie in response, to the 
recent demand by Joseph Curran 
and F rede rick  N . M yers, N M U  
o ffic ia ls  , th a t a conference he 
called fo r  the express purpose o f 
estab lish ing  a governm ent-con­
tro lled  sh ipp ing pool.

A ccord ing to  the heads o f the 
S U P -S IU  here, W eisberger and 
Hawk, Land is a ttem p ting  to 
b r in g  seamen under con tro l of 
the W ar S h ipp ing A d m in is tra ­
t io n ’s R ecru itm ent and M anning 
O ffice by g e ttin g  a ll-around 
agreement among the several un 
ions here —  N M U , M FO W , and 
S U P -S IU  —  to permit. RMO a llo ­
cation o f men whenever there is 
a shortage o f seamen in one area 
and possibly an. over-supply 
somewhere else.

Such a s itua tion  is in the o f f ­
ing in the near fu tu re  w ith  pos­
sible cessation o f large-scale m i­
l i ta ry  operations in  Europe and 
con tinuation  o f the w ar in the 
Pacific. Th is a ffo rd s  the RMO an 
op p o rtu n ity  to move in on the 
west coast h ir in g  ha lls by sh ip­
p ing men overland and demand­
ing  th a t they be placed aboard 
ships in jobs th a t the unions can­
not find replacements fo r  in th e ir  
own halls.

I f  th is  is the plan Land has in

m ind, he w ill find s t i f f  opposition 
fro m  the representatives o f a ll 
Ihe west coast unions a t his con­
ference on F rid a y . W hatever 
fa u lts  those unions may have — 
such as th e ir  d isc r im in a to ry  prac­
tices aga inst Negro seamen — 
they have fo u g h t th roughout the 
course o f the w a r to re ta in  con­
tro l o f h ir in g  and have never 
given up th e ir  ro ta ry  system  of 
sh ipp ing fo r  the w a rtim e  ru les 
which the RMO has tr ie d  to sub­
s titu te .

SUP M E M B E R , 
New York.

Socialist Unity
1 w ish to express my appreci­

a tion  fo r  you r splendid paper. 
Even though few  o f us agree in 
to ta l, we ought to  get together 
fo r  combined s treng th  to defeat 
the enemy— the p lu toc ra t. I  re­
g re t more than I can express in 
words, the fa c t o f  innum erable 
groups a ll des iring  the over­
th ro w  o f cap ita lism , b u t unable to 
reconcile th e ir  d ifferences enough 
to consolidate.

W hy no t preach and preach 
the u n ity  o f a ll socia listic forces ? 
Yes, and a ll groups who no long ­
er believe in a m oney-dominated 
w orld  ? —  B u t 1 m ust say, th a t 
your paper is one o f the best in 
m v opinion.

M rs. M. A . B.
Omaha, Neb.

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : There is no 
more progressive sen tim ent than 
the desire o f the w orkers  fo r  
u n ity  aga inst the exp lo ite rs . B u t 
the long experience o f the w orld  
labor movem ent in the s trugg le  
aga inst cap ita lism  has ta u g h t 
the lesson th a t a sim ple desire 
fo r  u n ity , however s incere ly  fe lt ,  
is no t s u ffic ie n t to  weld the class 
conscious w orkers toge ther in to  
an unconquerable force fo r  the 
achievement o f socialism .

A n a rm y th a t is un ited ly

m arch ing in the w rong d irection  
can never w in  a ba ttle . N o r can 
the w o rk ing  class, basing its e lf  
upon a w rong program  aimed at 
fa lse objectives, hope to w in its  
em ancipation.

I t  is true  tha t there are v a r i­
ous parties outside the T ro ts k y ­
is t movem ent ca llin g  themselves 
"s o c ia lis t”  or “ com m unist.”  B ut 
i f  we examine th e ir  program s, 
policies and h is to ry  we find th a t 
they have led the workers on ly  
to  defeats and in to  b lind  a lleys.

The on ly  p a rty  which proved 
capable o f loading the w orkers 
and oppressed to v ic to ry  over the 
p lu tocra ts  was the Bolshevik 
P a rty  o f Lenin and T ro tsky . Th is 
p a rty  did un ite  the R u s s i a n  
masses, bu t on ly upon a correct 
p rogram , wT h i c h i t  defended 
aga inst a ll the o ther so-called 
“ S oc ia lis t”  a n d  “ re v o lu tio n a ry ”  
parties.

W e T ro tsky is ts  adhere to  the 
p rogram  o f Len in  and T ro tsky . 
We believe in  sound M a rx is t 
p rinc ip les , f irm ly  m ainta ined. 
T ha t is why we are convinced we 
sha ll re a lly  un ite  the A m erican 
w orkers v ic to rio u s ly  under 
leadership.

W’e do no t re jec t the idea o f 
o rgan iza tiona l u n ity  on correct 
p rogram m atic  foundations. The 
Am erican T ro tsky is ts  worked fo r  
and effected a fus ion w ith  both 
the A m erican W orkers P a rty  in 
1934, and the le f t  w ing  o f the 
Socia lis t P a rty  in 1937, when we 
perceived these groups m oving 
in a revo lu tiona ry  d irection .

A t  a ll tim es we stand fo r  u n it ­
ed f ro n t  actions o f w o rkers ’ o r­
ganizations and parties, despite- 
d ifferences in  general program s, 
aga inst the attacks o f ca p ita lis t 
reaction. We recommend th a t 
M rs. M .A .B . and o ther friends  in ­
terested in these im p o rta n t ques­
tions read James P. Cannon’s 
“ The H is to ry  o f A m erican T ro t­
sky ism .”

We have heard much o ffic ia l propaganda about the  
“ pa tte rn  o f lib e ra tio n " in  I ta ly .  F rom  the Congres­
sional Record o f Septem ber 19, we can ge t a revea l­
in g  g lim pse o f th a t “ pa tte rn .”  Congressman M arcan- 
ton io , describ ing the a c tiv itie s  o f the A llie d  M il i ta r y  
Commission and A llie d  M il i ta ry  Governm ent, recited 
some “ h ig h lig h t”  fac ts  concerning the trea tm e n t o f 
fo rm er fasc is t and p ro -N az i big-shots.

“ F irs t.  One B o rrie llo , a Fascist owner o f a cotton 
tru s t in  Southern I ta ly , was requested by Ita lia n  o f­
fic ia ls to  be ja ile d . T h is  request was refused by A M G  
o ffic ia ls  on the ground th a t he was a ‘confidentia l 
ass is tant’ to several A llie d  generals. . . B orie llo  had 
been described as a Fascist, a pro-G erm an who had 
been decorated by the Nazis, who together w ith  his 
w ife  had spread Nazi propaganda in  Naples u n t il the 
very entrance o f the A llie d  arm ies.. B o rr ie llo  is not 
on ly free in  Naples bu t he is opera ting  a sh ipp ing  
agency fo r  the A llies .

“ Second. The L a in a ti case lias aroused the ind igna­
tion  o f a ll pro-D em ocratic  Ita lia n s . L a in a ti was a Nazi 
labo r agent and a representa tive  o f a Fascis t syn­
dicate. . . He was placed in charge o f the  p o r t o f 
Naples. Anyone employed there had to bes approved 
by him .

“ T h ird . The I.aLogg ia  case is equa lly  revo ltin g . 
La Lo gg ia  was the head o f the  Fascis t syndicate and a 
m a jo r in the Fascist an ti-a rea  m il it ia .  A M G  used h im  
as reg ional d irec to r o f labo r in  S ic ily . He had the 
tem erity  to propose a plan which would have destroy­
ed labo r unions, a p lan which was accepted by the 
A llied  C ontro l Commission and subm itted by i t  to  
the Ita lia n  G overnm ent.”

A nd th is  is the tes tim ony o f a S ta lin is t flu n k e y  
whose ch ie f fu n c tio n  is to  deceive A m erican w orkers 
in to be liev ing  th a t Am erican im p e ria lism  is w ag ing  
an a n ti- fa sc is t war.

A Glimpse Into Future 
Under Capitalist Rule

The c a p ita lis t ru lin g  class is lush in  prom ises o f a 
“ pos t-w ar”  w o rld  o f secu rity  and p len ty  fo r  the peo­
ple bu t i t  is m aking p rac tica l prepara tions in  an­
tic ip a tio n  o f an opposite s ta te  o f a ffa irs .

A n  a le rt Ind iana reader o f The M il ita n t  sent us an 
ed ito ria l fro m  the T e rre  Haute T ribune  and Sunday 
S tar, Oct. 29 t it le d  “ A  G lim pse o f the  F u tu re .”

The e d ito r ia l states tha t “ peace d irec to rs  inc line  to 
the idea th a t the a fte r-th e -w a r period w il l  .be taken 
advantage o f by irrcspons ib lcs  who w il l  need custod ia l 
(po lice ) in fluences,”  and cites the sta tem ent o f E lm e r 
J. H o ffm an , secre tary o f the I llin o is  S h e r iffs ’ Asso­
cia tion , th a t “ we may reasonably expect to  face the 
m ost dangerous and destructive  crim e wave o f a ll

Soviet Union
A  chapel o f the Russian O rth o ­

dox Church in the fo rm e r Soviet 
Embassy and consulate-general 
bu ild ings in  Is tanbu l, T u rkey , clo­
sed since the Bolshevik Revolu­
tion  o f 1917, has been reopened 
by order o f the Moscow gov­
ernm ent, according to  the N . Y. 
T im es. The Soviet Embassy is 
now located in  A nka ra , the new 
T u rk ish  cap ita l, bu t the b u ild ­
ings in  Is tanbu l have been serv­
ing  as a “ summer residence”  fo r  
S ta lin ’s d ip lom ats in  Turkey.

B y  o rdering  the reopening of 
(he chapel, S ta lin  indicates how 
fa r  his reactionary regim e has 
traveled in cancelling out the re ­
vo lu tio na ry  advances ■ made by 
the Bolsheviks. One o f the f irs t 
acts o f the Bolshevik govern­
ment o f Lenin and T ro tsky  was 
the issuance o f a decree sepa­
ra tin g  church and state, thereby 
depriv ing  the O rthodox Church 
o f s ta te  aid and support in  its  
w ork  o f d rugg ing  the m inds o f 
the people w ith  the opiate o f re­
lig ious supers tition .

The Russian O rthodox Church 
was one o f the most pow erfu l 
props o f Czarism . The S ta lin  re ­
gime, divorced fro m  and hated 
by the Soviet masses, is now 
seeking to revive the Church and 
make o f i t  a prop o f S ta lin ism .

Belgium
The w orkers  and peasants o f 

Belgium , like  th e ir  b ro thers in 
France, I ta ly  and Greece, are be­
g inn ing  to discover the rea litie s  
o f A llie d  “ .libera tion .”  The bread, 
peace and freedom they were led 
to expect a fte r  the expulsion of 
the Nazis have not m ateria lized. 
Large num bers o f the population 
are armed and are no t prepared 
to go back to the old way o f life . 
The Belgian cap ita lis ts  are w o r­
ried. So arc the A llie d  “ libe ra ­
to rs .”

W r it in g  from  Brussels on Oct. 
31, Anne O’Hare M cCorm ick of 
the N. Y. T im es declares th a t 
ne ithe r the exiled governm ent 
(w h ich re turned w ith  the A llied  
arm ies) nor the A llie s  can “ fu l­
f i l l  the  hopes o f the populace fo r  
bread and w o rk .”  The c o u n try ’s 
economy is ru ined and the A llie s  
arc in terested, as in  Ita ly ,  in  re ­
pa ir in g  on ly  those plants and 
u til it ie s  th a t serve th e ir  m il ita ry  
purposes. They have b rough t in 
very  l i t t le  food. There is a “ dis­
astrous sca rc ity  o f essential 
goods”  and prices rem ain sky- 
h igh.

F earing  a revo lu tiona ry  up-

; heaval, B r ita in  is p lann ing  to 
ship more food in to  the country 
to ave rt ove rth row  o f the gov­
ernm ent. Says the correspon­
dent: “ The a rm y chiefs arc
anxious to support, the present, 
governm ent because they want 
no upset du ring  the m ost c r it ic a l 
w in te r o f the war. The experience 
o f occupation is teaching the 
m il ita ry  command th a t d iversion 
o f supplies is sometimes a neces­
sary a lte rna tive  to  d iversion o f 
armed forces to police s ta rv in g  
populations behind the lines.”

Greece
Despite the presence o f B rit is h  

troops, who are its  m ain support, 
the reactionary  Greek govern­
m ent o f Papandreou seems to  be 
on the edge o f a revolutionary- 
precip ice over w h ich i t  m ay be 
plunged any day by the actions 
o f the rebellious masses who, 
arm s in hand, are show ing the 
greatest de term ination  to f ig h t 
th e ir  w ay fo rw a rd  to a new re ­
vo lu tio na ry  fu tu re .

A n A P  dispatch fro m  Athens 
states th a t “ hunger is lend ing a 
new edge to the p o lit ic a l is tr ife .”  
There was r io tin g  in the cap ita l 
and, in add ition  to u rg en t de­
mands fo r  jobs and food, the 
Greek w orkers are dem anding the 
establishm ent o f people’s courts 
to exact “ im m ediate revenge”  
against co llabora tion is ts . ,

The A P  correspondent express­
ed the be lie f tha t there would be, 
inev itab ly , “ more d isorders”  un­
less the governm ent re-establish­
ed and stab ilized the drachma 
and effected a speedy d is tr ib u ­
tion  o f re lie f supplies to the hun­
g ry , ragged masses. The te rr ib le  
p lig h t o f the masses is su ffic ie n t­
ly  il lu s tra te d  by the fac t th a t 
the Greek drachm a now has an 
exchange “ value”  o f 22 t r i l l io n  
to the B r it is h  pound. In  o ther 
words, the currency is a ll but. 
worth less. A nd i t  is w ith  ju s t 
th is  currency tha t the people 
m ust t r y  to .buy the needs o f life .

Spain
The revo lu tiona ry  movement 

against the b ru ta l Franco regim e 
is spreading, according to s ta te ­
ments by the Spanish Republican 
radio in Toulouse, France, and 
Associated Press dispatches re ­
ceived in London. Insu rgen t 
Spanish M aquis who recently  
erossed in to  Spain fro m  south­
ern France have been jo ined in 
action aga inst the Franco gov­
ernm ent by g u e rrilla s  inside 
Spain.

According- to  the Toulouse ra ­
dio, “ C a ta lon ia  and o the r pa rts

o f Spain are a lready in  open re ­
v o lt”  under the d irec tion  o f the 
underground Supreme Jun ta  o f 
the Spanish N a tiona l U n ion in 
M adrid . In  the m in in g  area of 
the A s tu rias , where the mine- 
w orkers were b lood ily  repressed 
in  the up ris in g  o f 1934, the  ban­
ner o f revo lt has been un fu rled , 
w h ile  g u e rrilla s  have occupied 
several sm all towns in the A ran  
V a lley  o f the cen tra l Pyrenees.

The Toulouse rad io  declared on 
Oct. 24 th a t Spanish M aquis who 
had crossed fro m  France in to  

Spain and been defeated in clash­
es w ith  Franco’s troops, were 
disarm ed by A m erican soldiers 
when they recrossed the fro n tie r  
in to  France. Dc G au llis t troops 
disarmed others.

The De Gaulle governm ent, 
wh ich is now seeking to  d isarm  
the French resistance movement, 
is p a r tic u la r ly  apprehensive over 
the developing c iv il w a r in the» 
French-Spanish f ro n t ie r  region 
and has ordered closure o f the 
fro n tie r . Toge ther w ith  the  A l ­
lied im p e ria lis ts , De Gaulle is 
consp iring  to  s trang le  both the 
French and Spanish revo lu tions.

Philippines
A m erican im p e ria lis t “ lib e ra ­

t io n ”  o f the P h ilipp ines is re ­
vea ling the same essential pa t­
te rn  as in Europe and N o rth  
A fr ic a . The P h ilip p ine  govern­
m en t-in -ex ile , headed by P res i­
dent Sergio Osmena, landed on 
Leyte w ith  M a c A rth u r ’s troops 
and has no t taken ve ry  long to 
expose its e lf  as a puppet o f the 
W all S treet p ira tes.

Carlos P. Romulo, o f the gov­
e rnm ent’s D epartm ent o f In fo r ­
m ation and Pub lic Relations, sta­
ted la s t week th a t “ Japanese 
language in s tru c tion  has been 
abolished and Am erican pa tte rns 
o f education, used p r io r  to  the 
war, w il l be re-established.”  And 
in  W ashington i t  has been hinted 
tha t Am erican m il ita ry  occupa­
tion  o f the islands, when the 
Japanese have been driven  out, 
may las t “ in de fin ite ly .”

The promise o f “ complete in ­
dependence”  is thus th row n over­
board before the islands have 
been reconquered. A nd the new 
P h ilipp ine “ governm ent”  reveals 
its e lf  as the na tiona l screen be­
hind which A m erican im p e ria lis t 
policy goes fo rw ard . The F i l ip i­
nos w ill learn th a t th e ir  freedom 
and independence can be won on­
ly  in s trugg le  against the im p e r­
ia lis ts  o f every brand, never as 
a g i f t  o f those who p ro fit from  
the subjection o f colon ia l peo­
ples.

tim e.”
The e d ito r ia l then notes ap p ro v ing ly  th a t in  

p repa ra tion  fo r  th is  “ c rim e wave,”  H o ffm a n  an­
nounced a p rog ram  o f courses sponsored by sta te 
police agencies “ in  cooperation w ith  the U . S. A rm y ”  
intended to  in s tru c t police “ to meet a ll sorts o f 
emergencies, inc lud ing  rac ia l outbreaks, social unrest, 
mob violence and a general c rim e wave.”

I t  is c lear th a t the expected “ crim e wave”  w i l l  be 
la rge ly  social and p o litica l upheaval and the “ c r im in a l 
a c tiv itie s ”  fo r  which the police are being specia lly 
tra ined  w il l  be s trikes, dem onstrations and other 
fo rm s o f mass s tru g g le  aga inst in to le rab le  conditions.

Thus Am erican cap ita lism  is p repa ring  its  arm ed 
m in ions to  coerce the w orkers  in to  acceptance o f its  
p rogram  fo r  m onopoly c u rta ilm e n t o f production, 
h igh  prices, mass1 unem ploym ent and wage cu ttin g ,

Nazis Leave GM Plants 
'Ready For Business’

U nder fo u r years o f the N az i occupation the French 
masses su ffe red  hunger, forced labor, im prisonm ent, 
to rtu re , death. B u t there was a b r ig h t side to  the 
p ic tu re— fo r  the cap ita lis ts , inc lud ing  some o f A m e r­
ica ’s b iggest corpora tions w ith  extensive “ ho ld ings”  
in France.

W’e learn fro m  the P aris  correspondent o f the 
D e tro it Free Press, Oct. 25, th a t the “ properties o f 
General M otors in France are p ra c tica lly  in ta c t and 
business aw a its  on ly  the word ‘go ’.”  W h ile  m ost o f 
the b ig  French-owned facto ries  were the ta rge ts  o f 
A llie d  bombings, “ General M o to rs ’ th ree  b ig  P aris 
industries  have escaped bom bings”  and also the 
“ destruction  w h ich  the Germans a ttem pted on th e ir  
way ou t.”  So considerate o f bo th sides!

GM continued w ith  its  e ffo r ts  a t “ business as 
usual”  on the other side o f the ba ttle -lines, and d idn ’t  
fa re  so badly. For instance, “ a lthough every in d u s try  
in France was German supervised, F r ig id a ire  wasn’t  
bothered much. The task here was to  keep the o rgan ­
iza tion  together, g ive service to  its  customers even 
under the hard conditions o f w ar and keep the dealers 
go ing.”  Yes s ir, “ w a r to  the death aga inst Fascism ”  
— and keep the rich  customers and the dealers go in g !

GM o ffic ia ls  in F rance boast about the “ passive 
resistance”  they p u t up a f te r  the Germans took over 
the b ig  auto assembly p lan t. “ I t  is estim ated th a t 
ove rhau ling  an engine no rm a lly  takes 38 hours. D u r­
in g  the tim e  the p la n t was supervised by the Germans 
i t  took— n o rm a lly — 170 hours. The German m anagers 
fum ed and storm ed bu t were never able to  speed 
th ings up.”  O f course, the GM o ffic ia ls  don’t  m ention 
w hat p a rt the w orkers  p layed in m a in ta in in g  th is  
“ passive resistance”  w hethe r GM liked i t  o r not.

N o t eve ry th in g  is rosy, to  be sure, now th a t the 
A llie d  arm ies have moved in. “ Business is hav ing  
troub le  g e ttin g  s ta rted  again,”  one o f the  m ain 
reasons being th a t “ labo r is dem anding a share in  
p ro fits , a voice in  management, a raise in  wages.”  
In the m eantim e, “ G M ’s three p lan ts  are in  good 
condition, the m arke t is w a it in g  . . . e ve ry th in g  is 
coiled lik e  a sp ring  ready to be released.”

There’s another sp ring  coiled and ready fo r  release. 
T h a t’s the revo lu tiona ry  workers o f Fraaice w ho 'have 
been occupying factories, se ttin g  up fa c to ry  com­
m ittees and m oving to a se ttlem ent o f  accounts w ith  
the c a p ita lis t co llabora to rs  o f the  Nazis, in c lud in g  
the  A m erican B ig  Businessmen


