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STEEL DELEGATES THRONG CONVENTION
Novack, Billings Speak 
For CRDC In California

The ‘L ittle Strait jacket’ Formula
■<a

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. — Workers in San Francisco1̂  
marked May Day week 1944 by attending two labor defense 
meetings at which Warren K. Billings, famous class war 
prisoner and co-defendant with Tom Mooney in the famous 
Mooney-Billings labor case, and George Novack, National 
Secretary of the C iv il Rights Defense Committee were the 
principal speakers.

Sunday afternoon, April 30, they addressed a memorial 
meeting in honor of the martyrs of American labor, held under 
the auspices of the General Defense Committee of the IWW. 
The 'speakers reviewed the struggle and sacrifices of the great 
leaders of American labor who®- 
were persecuted and murdered 
by the boss class: the Hay- 
market martyrs; Joe H ill, 
working class poet and or­
ganizer Frank L ittle  murdered 
at Butte, Montana; Wesley 
Everett murdered at Centralia,
Washington; Sacco and Van- 
zetti; Mooney and Billings.

W arren  K . B illin g s  to la  how 
the em ployers o f San Francisco 
in  collusion w ith  police and 
sta te  o ffic ia ls  pu t th e ir  fram eup 
m ach inery in  operation against 
Tom  Mooney and h im se lf. “ They 
saw the w ar com ing and, as they 
a lw ays have done under c ircum ­
stances, they saw th e ir chance to 
p u t us in prison because o f our 
labor ac tiv itie s .”

K N E W  C A N N O N  A N D  D U N N E

In  the  audience o f 200 w orkers 
were several o ld  tim e  W obbly 
leaders who had known and w o rk ­
ed w ith  James P. Cannon and 
V incen t Dunne. In  in troduc ing  
George Novack the chairm an, 
H e n ry  E . M cG uckin, reca lled th a t 
Cannon was the f ir s t  to  in troduce 
h im  to  a w o rke rs ’ m eeting in  
Kansas C ity  34 years ago, 
in  1010.

In  his speech, Novack pointed 
out th a t the fram eup o f the 18 in 
the  M inneapolis Labor Case was 
a d irec t con tinuation  o f the 
fram eups against the IW W  lead­
ers in  the f irs t  w o rld  war.

“ The c a p ita lis t fram eup system 
has been a t w o rk  in  th is  country 
fo r  a long tim e  —  and the M in ­
neapolis Labo r Case is the la test

example. T h is  fram eup o f w o rk ­
in g  class leaders m ust be 
smashed.”

Upon the in it ia t iv e  o f the w o rk ­
ers present, i t  was recommended 
th a t p a rt o f the collection should 
go to the Pardon and R e lie f Fund 
o f the CRDC.

The m eeting o f the CRDC was 
held on Wednesday, M ay 3rd, a t 
Red Mens H a ll. Clarence Rust, 
noted la bo r la w ye r and merqber 
o f the N a tion a l Com m ittee o f 
CRDC, was the f irs t  speaker.

He reviewed the legal aspects 
o f the Case. “ T h is  Case is o f 
na tional im portance,”  Rust said 
in  h is c losing rem arks. “ I t  is 
m ost g ra t ify in g  to sec th a t fa c t 
being recognized by unions and 
o ther organ iza tions, th roughou t 
the coun try .”

The w a lls  o f the ha ll gave de­
ta iled  evidence o f th is  support. 
Copies o f le tte rs  o f endorsement 
by prom inent people o f the  c ity , 
reso lu tions and le tte rs  o f local 
unions lined  the ha ll, toge ther 
w ith  posters o f the 18 prisoners. 
Above them w e re , tw o  la rge  
stream ers c a rry in g  the tWo m ain 
slogans o f the Com m ittee— Free 
the 18 and Repeal the  S m ith  Gag 
A ct.

E rnest Besig, N o rth e rn  C a li­
fo rn ia  D irec to r o f the Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion , the  next 
speaker, expla ined w hy his com­
m ittee  had backed the Case fro m  
the very beginning. “ The A C L U  
opposed the passage o f the S m ith  
Gag A c t and w ill continue to f ig h t

(Continued on page 5)

New Jersey Strike 
Teaches Lesson of 
Government’s Role

N E W A R K , N . J „  M ay 6 —  
1600 workers, members o f the 
U A W -C IO , shu t down the six  
p lan ts o f the Breeze Company, 
fo r  two days las t week in protest 
against the management’s de lib ­
erate s ta llin g  over wage in ­
creases. The Breeze workers 
waited p a tien tly  fo r months fo r  
the W LB  award, which fin a lly  
granted them sm all wage in ­
creases. B ut the Company im ­
m ediate ly proceeded to  appeal the 
reg ional W LB  ru lin g . T h is  de­
libera te  company provocation 
was answered by a shutdown o f 
Ihe s ix  plants, despite a ll the e f­
fo rts  o f the union leaders to have 
the men docile ly subm it to the 
company’s la tes t s ta ll.

B y  th e ir  action, the Breeze 
w orkers indicated th a t they, like  
m illio ns  o f others, are fed up w ith  
the no -s trike  pledge and in tend to 
defend themselves fro m  com­
pany attacks. B u t the Breeze 
w orkers s tru ck  under the  i l lu ­
sion th a t the governm ent would 
take over and settle  th ings  in 
th e ir  favo r. T h is  illu s ion  was 
soon to  be dispelled by the 
spokesman o f the governm ent.

One A rm y  o ffice r co rre c tly  ex­
plained to  the w orkers, “ The A r ­
m y  takes on ly  nom inal charge, 
and the workers s t i l l  are the em­
ployes o f the present m anage­
m ent.”

Under pounding from  the m il i­
ta ry  au tho rities  and the fla g - 
w aving o f th e ir  union offic ia ls , 
the men fin a lly  re turned to work. 
But the lesson they absorbed as 
to  the ro le o f the governm ent 
w ill not soon be fo rgo tten .

Trotskyism  And  
The European Revolution

By The Editors
I t  is  c lear to a ll p o lit ic a l observers th a t Europe 

today stands on the verge o f g re a t events. The 
European revo lu tion  w h ich  was begun by the 
Ita lia n  masses is sure to flam e  again. A l l  the 
so-called theories o f the skeptics, the turncoats 
and the renegades are being destroyed by the 
m arch o f events. O ur ideas, ou r perspectives, ou r 
p rogram  are s tand ing up to the tes t o f h is to ry  
and are every day find in g  v ind ica tion  in  the in ­
te rn a tio n a l arena.

W hat is necessary today fo r  the T ro tsky is ts  
th roughou t the w orld  is to s o lid ify  th e ir  ranks 
on the tested program  and p rinc ip les o f T ro ts k y ­
ism in  p repa ra tion  fo r  the g reat tasks th a t loom 
ahead. The un ifica tion  o f the W orkers  In te rn a ­
tio n a l League and the R evolu tionary Socia list 
League in  England and the successful launching 
o f a unified T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza tion , the Revolu­
tio n a ry  Com m unist P a rty , on the basis o f the p ro ­
gram  and sta tu tes o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, is 
a s ign  o f the tim es. I t  is  an ind ica tion  th a t the 
genuine T ro tsky is ts  are closing ranks.

The g re a t resurgence o f the class s trugg le  th a t 
■we sec ta k in g  place in  E ngland today is on ly  a 
sm all re fle c tion  o f the g ig a n tic  upsurge we w il l  
w itness on the European con tinen t on the m orrow .

In  the com ing resurgence o f the re vo lu tio n a ry  
movem ent, we can genu ine ly  help the revo lu ­
t io n a ry  w orkers  hew th e ir  pa th  to the revo lu ­
t io n a ry  p a rty , we *can he lp them  to  bu ild  a 
s trong  T ro ts k y is t o rgan iza tion , on ly  by  d raw ing  
a sharp line  o f dem arcation between the genuine 
T ro ts k y is ts  and the im postors and muddlehcads. 
N o th in g  could be more fa ta l fo r  the T ro ts k y is t 
movement than to pe rm it in s tinc tive  sym pa thy—  
fo r  any insurgent groups fig h tin g  under the d i f ­
f ic u lt  conditions which ex is t in  Europe today— to 
be tray us in to  po litica l concilia tion ism .

W ith  th is  perspective in  m ind, we w ish  to  
especially ca ll a tten tion  to the M an ifesto  recen tly  
issued by a group in  I ta ly  and published in  p a r t 
in  the A p r i l 8 issue o f The M il ita n t  fo r  the in ­
fo rm a tio n  o f our readers. The M an ifesto  reveals 
th a t its  au thors  a ttem p t to  s tradd le the T ro ts k y ­
is t  position on the Soviet U n ion, the necessity fo r  
unconditiona l defense o f the Soviet U n ion .

Should the  Soviet w o rke rs  Support the  w a r 
aga ins t H it le r ,  in  sp ite  o f the  fa c t th a t i t  is  led

by the reac tiona ry  S ta lin is t bureaucracy? The 
w orkers o f I ta ly ,  o f Europe, as o f the Soviet 
U n ion in s tin c tiv e ly  answered th is  question in  the 
a ffirm a tive . The au thors  o f th is  M an ifesto , who 
ap pa ren tly  w ish  to  deny such defense, fe l t  the 
necessity o f equivocating. N o group can re a lly  
be T ro ts k y is t i f  i t  a ttem p ts  to  s tradd le the Rus­
sian question. The M an ifesto  does no t ca ll fo r  
the defense o f the ' Soviet U n ion . I t  does no t 
characterize the Soviet U n ion as a w o rke rs ’ state. 
There fore the M an ifesto  is no t an au then tic  T ro t­
sky is t M anifesto.

I t  is our solemn du ty to  po in t ou t to  a ll revo lu ­
tio n a ry  w orkers th a t any groups a ris in g  in  E u r­
ope today which take a fa lse o r ambiguous posi­
tion  on the Russian question, wh ich a tte m p t to  
construct a program  and organ iza tion  a p a rt from  
the T ro ts k y is t In te rn a tio n a l movement can ac­
com plish no th ing  more than the creation o f new 
degenerate parties o f the PO UM  va rie ty . T ro tsky  
w arned: “ Those who cannot defend old positions 
w il l  never conquer new ones.”

The T ro tsky is ts  w i l l  pay close a tte n tio n  to  a ll 
the new m an ifes ta tions in  the  European labo r 
movement. They w il l  w o rk  m ost en e rge tica lly  to 
w in  a ll le ftw a rd -m o v ing  groups to  the T ro ts k y is t 
p rog ram  and banner. A s a m a tte r o f fa c t, the  
T ro tsky is ts  have d istingu ished themselves in  the 
past fo r  th e ir  ta c tica l f le x ib i l i t y  in  w o rk in g  w ith  
le ftw a rd -m o v in g  groups. B u t tac tica l f le x ib i l i t y  
was o f aid in  the past and can be o f aid in  the 
fu tu re  in  the w in n in g  o f new adherents to  the 
T ro ts k y is t banner on ly  on the prem ise th a t the 
T ro tsky is ts  rem ain o rg an iza tio na lly  f irm  and 
p ro g ra m m a tica lly  iiTeconcilable.

The T ro ts k y is t movement has a fin ished p ro ­
gram , a tested cadre and a firm  o rgan iza tion . We 
can aid the re vo lu tio n a ry  w orkers  in so lv ing  the 
herculean tasks they face on ly  by rem a in ing  tru e  
to our p rogram  and banner. Such a p rinc ip led  
position w il l  prove a fa r  more e ffec tive  weapon 
in  the s trugg le  fo r  b u ild in g  s trong  T ro ts k y is t 
parties than any expression o f sen tim enta l 
s o lid a r ity  a t the expense o f program .

G reat developments loom ahead. The T ro ts k y ­
is ts , on whose shoulders res t an h is to r ic  respon­
s ib ility ,  m ust now be prepared, ca lm ly, confidently 
and f irm ly  to  discharge th a t resp on s ib ility .

Murray Tries To Sidetrack 
Fight For 17c. Hourly Raise
Officers1 Report Whitewashes Roosevelt; 
Reaffirms Support of Wage Stabilization

Canadian Auto Workers F ig h t 
F o rd ’s Union-Busting Drive

WINDSOR, ONTARIO — ® 
Climaxing its months-long 
campaign of union harassment 
and provocation, the Ford 
Motor Company fired a union 
committeeman and suspended 
four union stewards. This last 
union-busting act proved to be 
the straw that broke the 
camel’s back. 14,000 workers 
struck to a man on A pril 20.

The Ford  w orkers were opera t­
in g  under the  con tract signed 
tw o  and a h a lf  years ago be­
tween Local 200 and the Ford  
M o to r Com pany. The agreem ent 
outlines a ba rga in ing  procedure 
w h ich pe rm its  the un ion stewards 
to take tw o  hours in  any day 
o r three hours in  tw o  days to  
ba rga in  on the un ion grievances.
I f  the stewards needed m ore 
tim e  than th a t provided in  the 
agreem ent, the  un ion pa id them  
fo r  the e x tra  tim e  spent on 
s e ttlin g  grievances. The stew­
ards had to  n o t ify  the  forem en 
whenever th e y  took tim e  o f f  fo r  
union business b u t d id  n o t have 
to  obtain perm ission. T h is  ba r­
ga in ing  procedure has been in 
operation fo r  tw o  and a  h a lf 
years.

Towards the end o f M arch, the 
company decided to  step up its  
un ion-busting  cam paign. In s tru c ­
tions were handed down to  a ll 
forem en no t to  p e rm it stewards 
to  take care o f un ion grievances 
d u rin g  w o rk in g  hours. The com­
pany ru led th a t i f  any grievances 
arose, the  stewards could take 
care o f them d u rin g  th e ir  lunch 
period, w h ich in  m ost cases is 
15 to 20 m inutes long. The com­
pany fu r th e r  ru led  th a t  a ll 
grievances m ust f ir s t  be w r i t  
ten ou t be fore the  men could see 
th e ir  stewards. T h is  company ac­
tion  was a de libera te a tte m p t to 
destroy the  grievance procedure 
as m any o f the un ion men are 
fo re ign  born and would find  i t  
ve ry  d if f ic u lt  to  w r ite  ou t th e ir  
grievances.

U N IO N  PROTESTS

The union im m ed ia te ly  pro test 
ed the  v io la tio n  o f the  con tract 
bu t the com pany rem ained 
adam ant. The un ion then n o ti­
fied the W artim e  Labor Rela­
tions Board. The Board ordered 
the F o rd  M o to r Com pany to  

continue the  grievance procedure 
th a t had been in  use fo r  the 
previous tw o  and a h a lf  years, 
and in the \e ven t o f com p la in t on 
e ith e r side, the board would 
rev iew  the com p la in t w ith in  10 
days.

The union accepted the labor 
board decision. B u t M r. Camp­
bell, President o f the Ford  M otor 
Company o f Canada, contem p­
tuously  rep lied that, ne ithe r the 
union nor the board would run  
the p lan t. W hen he clim axed his 
an ti-un ion  cam paign by the  f i r ­
ings, the men s truck.

Cam pbell thereupon announced 
th a t he was cancelling the  un ion

New Stalinist Revelations 
On Origins Of May Day

A p a rt fro m  S ta lin ’s order o f the  D ay on M ay 1, Moscow 
has released v ir tu a lly  no news concerning the celebration o f 
M ay Day in the Soviet U n ion. The' S ta lin is t bureaucracy is 
now try in g  to  ro o t ou t every re vo lu tio n a ry  tra d it io n . I ts  
e ffo r ts  in  th is  d irec tion  are iL u s tra te d .in  p a r t by the  a rtic le  
w r itte n  in  connection w ith  M ay D ay by Ilya . E hrenburg , one 
o f the K re m lin ’s publicized pen-prostitu tes. The theme o f 
th is  a rtic le  is  th a t M ay D ay is rooted no t in  the class 
s trugg le  a t a ll, b u t in  seasonal changes, to  w it ,  the com ing 
o f sp ring . The te x t o f th is  new reve la tion  o f S ta lin ism  
fo llo w s :

“ F rom  tim e  im m em oria l man has associated the com ing 
o f sp ring  w ith  the idea o f the tr iu m p h  o f life .  The Greeks 
created the E leusin ian m yste ries : young Persephone held 
captive by the god o f the in fe rn a l reg ions re tu rn s  to  the  
ea rth . In  sp ring  the e a rly  C hris tians celebrated the  tr iu m p h  
o f life . S p rou ting  seed, green shoot and flow e r-bu d  insp ired  
man to wage w a r on darkness.

“ Hence arose M ay Day. Progressive m inds associated 
the w il l  o f the peoples fo r  a be tte r w orld  w ith  the  s p ir i t  o f 
sp ring . To the f r ig id ity  o f senile egotism , o f g loom y ty ra n n y , 
they opposed the idea o f the brotherhood o f na tions. O nly 
the pu rb lind  w i l l  ask w hether th is  is the tim e  to  ta lk  o f 
human s o lid a rity , when arm s have the f lo o r ; whether th is  
is the tim e to  ta lk  o f g rea t hope, when spring  has la id  bare 
the ru ins  and graves.”  ( In fo rm a tio n  B u lle tin  o f Embassy o f 
the USSR in  W ashington, M ay 6, vol. IV , No. 54.)

con tract and refused to  negotiate 
w ith  the union.

The labo r board im m edia te ly  
sent tw o representatives to  ge t 
nego tia tions go ing again be­
tween Local 200 and the Com­
pany.

The s o lid a rity  o f the men in  
the s tr ik e  was exceptional. A

B U L L E T IN
C L E V E L A N D , O., M ay 9.— P h ilip  M u rra y , in  a keynote address 

before the delegates and v is ito rs  who jam m ed the P ub lic  A u d ito r iu m  
fo r  the opening o f the un ion ’s second b ienn ia l convention, gave a 
le ng th y  re ite ra tio n  o f uncond itiona l suppo rt o f the no -s trike  pledge 
and announced his endorsement o f a fo u rth  te rm  fo r  Roosevelt.

M u rra y  made a vigorous defense o f the Steel U n ion ’s 24-point 
program , bu t he fa iled  to  p ro je c t any plan o f union action to  achieve 
th is  program .

The key question o f the cu rre n t wage nego tia tions now before 
the W LB , he m entioned on ly  p e rfu n c to r ily  and again, as in  the  o f ­
ficers ’ rep o rt, he placed a ll the emphasis on the long -te rm  demand 
fo r  a guaranteed annual wage.

M u rra y  said th a t he “ never liked the L it t le  Steel fo rm u la  be­
cause i t  is ‘unw orkab le ’ ” , in  fa c t he “ detested i t  since its  o r ig in .”  
He “ attended its  bap tism ”  in  June 1942, “ pa rtic ip a ted  in  its  c o n firm ­
ation ,”  and now asserted “ w ith  the grace o f God I  hope to  be a t its  
wake.”  M u rra y  gave no ind ica tion  however how to  pu t the  L i t t le  
Steel fo rm u la  in  its  co ffin  except th rough  a con tinua tion  o f the  fa r ­
cical W L B  proceedings. M u rra y ’s speech indicates th a t he w i l l  seek 
to  tu rn  the steel convention in to  a p o lit ic a l ra l ly  fo r  Roosevelt. H i l l ­
man is scheduled to address the convention on Wednesday on beha lf 
o f the CIO  P o litica l A c tio n  Com m ittee. The on ly  re a lly  spontaneous 
ou tbu rs t o f applause th a t M u rra y  received in  the course o f h is 
speech was when he declared th a t the union m ust continue to  c a rry  
on the f ig h t fo r  be tte r conditions.

By A r t  Preis

C L E V E LA N D , O h io , M ay 8  —  T housands o f  
delegates and v is ito rs  are ja m m in g  the  ove r-c row ded  
h o te l and re s tau ra n t fa c ilit ie s  here  to  a ttend  the  C IO  
U n ite d  S teel W o rk e r ’ s Second C o n s titu tio n a l C on­
ve n tio n , w h ic h  opens to m o rro w  a t the  P u b lic  A u d i­
to r iu m  fo r  fiv e  days o f  d e lib e ra tio n .

O ve r 2 ,3 0 0  re g u la r delegates are  expected to  
p a rtic ip a te  in  th is  la rgest and m ost c ru c ia l steel la b o r 
c o n ve n tio n  in  h is to ry . T h e ir  decis ions on  such v ita l 

the  f ig h t 5 ~ *

huge p icke t line  d a ily  pa tro lled  
the p lan t, no t to  keep scabs ou t 
(there  were no scabs) bu t to  
dem onstrate the so lid  f ro n t  and 
power o f the union. A l l  o ther 
U A W  locals in  W indsor ra llie d  
behind the Ford  s tr ike rs . A  num-

(Continued on page 5)

questions as 
against the  w age-freez­
in g  L it t le  Steel fo rm u la , 
the  n o -s tr ik e  p ledge, the  
a tt itu d e  o f  la b o r to  the  
W a r L a b o r B oa rd , in ­
dependent la b o r p o lit ic a l 
a c tion , e tc., w i l l  be care­
f u l ly  w atched b y  u n io n ­
ists th ro u g h o u t the  co u n ­
try .

Two years ago the  steel union 
held Us f irs t con s titu tio n a l con­
vention in  the same P ub lic  A u d i­
to r iu m  where the y  w i l l  now 
convene again. D u r in g  the  past 
tw o  years the  steel w o rkers  
have had the o p p o rtu n ity  to  ob­
serve the tru e  e ffec ts  o f Roose­
v e lt ’s labo r policies, the  ro le  o f 
his W L B  and o ther agencies fo r  
co n tro llin g  organized labor, and 
the consequences th a t  have 
flow ed fro m  the serv ile  ad­
herence o f M u rra y  and the  un ion 
leaders to  the a d m in is tra tio n ’s 
program .

D issa tis fac tion  am ong the 
ranks o f the  steel w o rkers  has 
g row n  acute, p a r t ic u la r ly  d u rin g  
the course o f the  steel wage 
nego tia tions. The steel wage 
demands have now been s ta lled  
th rou gh  s ix  m onths o f red tape 
and palaver, and have been hope­
lessly bogged down in  the  W L B  
swamp since F ebruary . There 
are rep o rts  th a t  a num ber o f 
locals have sent reso lu tions to 
the convention c a llin g  fo r  
resc ind ing the no -s tr ike  pledge. 
B u t how s trong  and w e ll-o r­
ganized the m il ita n t  opposition 
to P h ilip  M u rra y ’s p rogram  o f 
re tre a t and surrender w i l l  be a t 
the convention cannot be gauged 
in  advance. I t  is  ce rta in  th a t 
M u rra y  w i l l  w ie ld  a s trong  hand 
a t the convention and w i l l  seek 
to  keep the expression o f opposi­
tion  sen tim ent a t a m in im um .

The m a jo r po in ts  o f p o licy  
w h ich  M u rra y  and h is  machine 
aim  to  ham m er ou t a t the  con­
vention are ind ica ted in  a.' 77- 
page o ffic ia l “ R eport o f O f­
ficers,”  w h ich  w i l l  be p u b lic ly

(Continued on page 2)

Senate Grants Billions To Wall Street; 
Rejects Demand For Demobilization Pay

By R. B e ll

A b ill providing for the pay­
ment of billions of dollars in 
cash to war contractors upon 
the termination of their gov­
ernment contracts, was jammed 
through the Senate last week 
in record time. The measure 
was sponsored by the govern­
ment’s “ Post-W ar Planning 
Committee”  headed by Waller 
George, poll-tax Senator from 
Georgia. I t  provides for the 
payment of huge sums of 
money to large war contractors 
whose contracts are cancelled 
by the government. Over the 
protests of organized labor 
which had strenuously ob­
jected to the passage of the 
b ill in its present form, the 
measure was railroaded through 
the Senate almost w ithout de­
bate.

A n  am endm ent to  the b ill,  
known as the  K ilg o re  amendment,

which provided fo r  the  paym ent 
o f unem ploym ent compensation 
to  discharged servicemen and 
workers la id  o f f  by the closing 
down o f w a r p lants, as w e ll as 
o ther m in o r safeguards fo r  labo r 
in  the period o f reconversion o f 
in d u s try  to  c iv ilia n  production, 
was sum m arily  rejected.

In  a le tte r  sent to  a ll Senators, 
the heads o f the A F L  and CIO 
pleaded in  vain th a t some consid­
era tion  be given the  workers. 
“ You w il l  agree,”  stated the jo in t 
le tte r  signed by Green and M u r­
ray , “ th a t every con trac t te r ­
m inated means the discharge o f 
workers. C e rta in ly , prov is ion fo r  
these w orkers whose resources 
m ust be conserved and fu l ly  u t i ­
lized, is a t least as im p o rta n t as 
s e ttlin g  the financ ia l cla im s o f 
w a r contractors.

“ We w ish to  stress aga in ,”  the 
le tte r  continues, “ as we have 
pointed out in  our public te s t i­
mony, th a t the  preponderance o f 
w a r con tractors  are in  a s u ff i­
c ie n tly  s trong  pos ition  to  w eather

the period o f reconversion to 
peacetime production. The res­
erves o f A m erican in d u s try  have 
never been as h igh,as they are to ­
day. A m erican workers, on the 
con tra ry , en joy no such favorable 
position. When contracts are 
te rm inated , the soldiers o f prod­
uction face bleak prospects.”

The le tte r  fro m  the top o ffic ia ls  
o f the A F L  and CIO  was given 
scant a tten tion  by the  Senators, 
aside fro m  some vague prom ises 
th a t supplem entary le g is la tio n  
p ro v id in g  safeguards fo r  d is­
charged servicemen and unem­
ployed w orkers  would be taken 
up some tim e  in  the inde fin ite  
fu tu re  —  m aybe! The b i l l  to  
p lunder the  pub lic  treasu ry  fo r  
the benefit o f  B ig  Business was 
based on the  Baruch-Hancock 
plan w h ich lias prev iously  been 
endorsed by Roosevelt. The core 
o f the Baruch re p o rt was the 
p reserva tion  o f the “ free  en te r­
p rise ”  system. The G eorge-M ur- 
ra y  b i l l  adopted by the  Senate 
should end once fo r  a l l  the  fa rc i­

cal controversy over the  de fin i­
tion  o f “ fre e  en terprise .”

U nder the ru le  o f m onopoly 
cap ita lism , “ free  en te rp rise ”  has 
and w il l  be defined according to  
the d ic tio n a ry  o f W a ll S tree t, 
and no t the meaningless ja rg o n  
o f the S ta lin is ts , libe ra ls  and “ la ­
bor statesm en.”  “ P robab ly the  
le g is la tio n  w ou ld  have received 
m ore care fu l sc ru tin y  in  the  Sen­
ate,”  reports  the N . Y . “ lib e ra l”  
da lly , PM , “ except th a t i t  was 
jo in t ly  sponsored w ith  George 
by Senator James E . M u rra y  
(D ., M on t.), who has been know n 
as a fr ie n d  o f sm all business and 
a w atchdog fo r  the  l i t t le  m an.”  
W ha t is so p a in fu l to  the  libe ra ls  
and labo r fake rs  is th a t th is  
“ watchdog”  d idn ’t  ju s t fa ll asleep 
as so m any o ther “ frie n d s  o f la ­
bo r”  do when the in te rests  o f the  
w orkers are involved, he a c tu a lly  
tu rned and b it  them ! “ M u rra y ’s 
action ,”  says PM , “ came as a b i t ­
te r  d isappo in tm ent to la bo r and

(C ontinued on page 5),
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By Joseph K e lle r

I t  took a s tr ik e  a t M ontgom ery 
W a rd ’s Chicago p la n t to  force 
Roosevelt to  “ seize”  the  p la n t 
because o f Sewell L . A v e ry ’s re ­
fu sa l to  com ply w ith  tw o  W LB  
directives.

The governm ent has s t i l l  not 
in s titu te d  seizure proceedings ag­
a in s t A v e ry ’s defiance o f the 
W L B  in  the case o f several o ther 
p lan ts. The fa c t is  th a t M ontgo­
m ery  W ard  has successfully de f­
ied the  W L B  ever since las t 
A u g u s t 20. These are cases, how­
ever, about w h ich the ad m in is tra ­
t io n  is keeping s tr ic t ly  mum.

O ver e igh t m onths ago, the 
W L B  d irected A v e ry ’s company 
to  negotia te  contracts w ith  the 
unions a t his three re ta il stores 
in  D e tro it, Denver and Jamaiea, 
N . Y . A v e ry  has thumbed his 
nose a t these d irectives w ith  im ­
p u n ity . S im ila r ly , since Septemb­
e r 1943, the U . S. Gypsum Com­
pany, o f w h ich  A v e ry  is head, 
has refused to  com ply w ith  a 
W L B  order to  sign a un ion con­
t ra c t  w ith  a m aintenance-of- 
m em bership clause.

Roosevelt has closed his eyes 
to  these instances o f defiance by 
A ve ry , In  none o f these cases 
have the w orkers gone on s trike . 
I t  was in  Chicago, where the  
un ion d id  go ou t on s tr ik e  th a t 
Roosevelt f in a lly  acted. The 
W L B  m ig h t have continued in d e f­
in ite ly  its  k id  glove po licy  tow ard  
A v e ry  i f  the  Chicago union had 
n o t staged its  w a lkou t. Thus, i t  
was no t m ere ly  the fa c t th a t 
A v e ry  defied the  board, bu t tha t 
th is  defiance provoked a s tr ik e  
w h ich threatened to expose the 
whole fa rce  o f the governm ent’s 
labo r re la tions m achinery which 
im pelled Roosevelt to  intercede.

* -T *

T a k in g  th e ir  cue fro m  Sewell 
A v e ry  and backed by the B ig  
Business press and Congressional 
ba rrage  on the W ard Case, a 
num ber o f corpora tions in  the 
past week have flou ted  W L B  d i­
rectives.

Tw o lead ing New  Y o rk  t it le  
insurance companies. The Secu­
r i t y  T it le  and Guarantee Compa­
n y  o f New  Y o rk  and the K ings 
County C ap ita l C orpora tion  o f 
B roo k lyn , s im u ltaneously w ired 
the  W LB  th a t they  would not 
com ply w ith  a d irec tive  o f the 
reg iona l board o rd e rin g  them  to  
nego tia te  a con tract w ith  Local 
96 o f the  CIO  O ffice  W orkers 
un ion. A  th ird  company, The 
Law yers  T it le  C orpora tion agreed 
to  s ign a con tract on ly  i f  a c lau­
se were inserted th a t i t  was s ign ­
ed “ under duress,”  s im ila r  to  the 
clause A v e ry  wanted a f te r  his f irs t  
defiance o f the W LB  in  1942. The 
K in gs  C ounty C orpo ra tion  has 
refused since Ju ly , 1943 to  g ra n t 
a 15 per cent wage increase as 
ordered by a previous W L B  d i­
rective .

W y lie  B row n, head o f the 
Phelps Dodge Copper Products 
C orpora tion , which holds m illio ns  
in  w a r contracts, to ld  a hearing 
o f a reg iona l W L B  on A p r i l  26 
th a t  he would refuse to com ply 
w ith  the  board ’s o rder to  sign a 
con trac t w ith  the CIO U n ited  E - 
le c tr ica l, Radio and M achine 
W orkers.

*  *  *

Th/e governm ent’s “ seizure”  of

Branches Reach Half-Way Mark In 
‘M ilitan t’ Subscription Campaign

the M ontgom ery W ard  Chicago 
properties hasn 't m eant th a t the 
a n ti- la b o r practices have ceased. 
The union has been compelled to  
p ro tes t aga inst the  continuance, 
a f te r  the  governm ent presum ­
ab ly  “ took over” , o f the same v i­
cious un ion-busting  actions th a t 
have prevailed before.

When the union charged la s t 
week th a t the company o ffic ia ls  
were con tinu ing  to dism iss w o rk ­
ers fo r  un ion ac tiv itie s , the com­
pany denied the charge saying the 
f ir in g s  were fo r  “ th ieve ry , d isho­
nesty, re fusa l to w ork  and un ion­
iz in g  on company tim e .”

The governm ent o ff ic ia ls  f in ­
a l ly  p u t up notices te ll in g  the 
bosses no t to  f ir e  the w orkers. A  
touch o f sheer fa n ta sy  is in tro ­
duced by these notices. Here is 
a case where the a ll-p o w e rfu l U. 
S. Governm ent is supposed to  be 
“ ru n n in g ”  a p lan t and has to  go 
around n a ilin g  up signs te ll in g  
the company o ffic ia ls  please not 
to  f ire  the w orkers. A c tu a lly , 
Under Secretary o f Commerce 
T ay lo r, who is  supposed to  be in 
charge, is reported to  be s it t in g  
in  isolated splendor in  A v e ry ’s 
fo rm e r o ffice w h ile  nobody pays 
any a tte n tio n  to  him .

Representatives o f W ard Local 
20, R e ta il C le rks ’ U n ion, are re ­
ported to  have had a b it te r  ex 
change w ith  S ta lin is t union o f­
fic ia ls  on the f lo o r  o f the Chica 
go CIO Council because o f the 
la t te r ’s re fusa l to  support the  
W ard s tr ike , which even the top 
CIO  o ffic ia ls  n a tio n a lly  were 
compelled to  g ive  behind-the- 
scenes backing.

A f te r  A lle n  Haywood, CIO D i­
rec to r o f O rgan iza tion , had w ir ­
ed the union th a t the CIO  L o ng ­
shoremen’s U n ion , headed by S ta­
lin is t  H a rry  B ridges, w ou ld  not 
move W ard goods to  o r fro m  Chi 
cago a t the St. Paul warehouse, 
w h ich  is organized by the IL U , 
the S ta lin is ts  continued to  hand­
le such shipm ents.

Leonard Levy, vice-president o f 
the R e ta il C lerks ’ in te rn a tio n a l in 
charge o f the s tr ike , is  said to 
have accused the S ta lin is ts  o f 
“ scabbing on the s tr ik e .”  The 
S ta lin is ts  touched the bottom  o f 
the sewer by asserting  that, the 
s tr ik e  was called by “ a certa in  
sm all group o f people”  in  order 
to “ embarrass ou r Commander- 
in -C h ie f.”

* *  *

Sewell L . A v e ry  was re-elected 
to the Board o f D irecto rs  o f the 
U . S. Steel C o rpo ra tion  a t its  
annual stockholders m eeting in 
Hoboken, N . J., la s t week. A  re ­
so lu tion was also adopted s ta tin g  
th a t the coupon-clippers o f the 
w o rld ’s grea test steel corpora tion 
are “ proud”  to num ber the open 
shopper A ve ry  among th e ir  board 
d irectors.

T h is  dem onstra tive a c t i o n  
showes w hat k in d  o f opposition 
P h ilip  M u rra y  is t r y in g  to knock 
down w ith  s ta tis tics  in  the 
d raw nout pa laver th a t is  now 
ta k in g  place between the CIO 
stee lworkers and the steel com­
panies before the W LB . W hile  
M u rra y  postures before the 
W L B  steel panel hearings, U . S. 
Steel m oguls have given a rea l 
ind ica tion  o f w hat they th in k  o f 
the W LB  and its  hearings by 
th e ir  reelection o f A very .

W e have fu lf il le d  48% o f our quota fo r  3,000 new readers to  ®  
The M il ita n t  in  the th ree-m onth  S ubscrip tion  Cam paign. T h is  re ­
cord achievem ent o f 1,451 new readers in  five weeks was accom­
plished in  rea l B olshevik fash ion. A s the comrades ga in experience 
in  in tro du c ing  ou r paper to  new' readers, as the y  ob ta in  subscrip­
tions in  ever increasing num bers, they are insp ired  to  g rea te r 
e ffo rts . L a s t W'eek the branches averaged 70 subscrip tions a day. 
T h is  week they averaged 81! H a v ing  a lready fu lf il le d  th e ir  quotas, 
three branches are now t ry in g  to  double and even t r ip le  th e ir  
quotas.

Labor Party Opponents Whine 
That “Now Is N ot The Time”

By C. Thomas

The w o rk  o f ou r cartoonisjt 
continues to evoke considerable 
favo rab le  comment. O ur agent in  
Los Ang les w rite s : “ A ga in  the
o ther day I  heard, tw o people d i­
scussing the  e ffec t the  cartoons 
have had in  live n in g  up the fro n t 
page o f the paper. I t  re a lly  does 
have a good e ffe c t and the ca r­
toons have been p re tty  good.”  

One o f ou r Los Angeles readers 
s ta tes: “ You know, those car­
toons by G ray re a lly  p u t a 
‘punch’ to  the  f ro n t  page. N o t 
on ly  a re  the  ideas clever, bu t 
the y  are a r t is t ic a lly  done. The 
‘B ook-B urn ing  in  M inneapo lis ’ is 
m y  choice fo r  the Academ y A w ­
a rd — when we ge t an academy.”  

The fo llo w in g  com m ent wras 
received fro m  one o f our frien ds  
in  M innesota: “ W e saw cartoon 
on I ta ly .  B ra v o !”

*  *  *

O ur agen t in  Seattle states in 
he r la te s t re p o rt th a t the y  f in d  
th is  colum n ve ry  h e lp fu l: “ The 
‘M il i ta n t  A rm y ’ is ve ry  good. I t  
keeps us in  touch w ith  o ther 
p a rts  o f the coun try  and is a good 
vehicle fo r  fo rw a rd in g  new ideas 
to  o the r branches.”

*  *  *

A t  the beg inn ing  o f the M i l i t ­
a n t S ubscrip tion Cam paign our 
Toledo agent requested an in ­
crease in  the  M il ita n t  bundle fo r  
the  du ra tion  o f the  Cam paign. 
T h is  week we received the  fo l­
low ing request fo r  another in ­

crease: “ Please increase our M i­
li ta n t  bundle o rder by 40%. The 
w ider d is tr ib u tio n  and sub cam­
pa ign makes th is  necessary. 
The paper is W'ell received also 
by people who have never seen i t  
before.”

*  *  *
The back issues o f The M il ita n t  

are becoming increas ing ly  va lu ­
able as shown by the in fo rm a tio n  
sent us by our M inneapolis agent: 
“ I  w ent over to  the U n iv e rs ity  o f 
M innesota today. They go t a 
num ber o f ou r papers as W'ell as 
some pam phlets and documents 
(b u t The M il ita n t was w ha t 
th e y 'w e re  in terested in )  and paid 
$75 fo r  the lo t. I  am beginn ing 
to  re a lly  believe th a t our p u b li­
cations are co llecto rs ’ it.ems!”

Grace Carlson in  one o f her 
recent le tte rs , w ro te : “ I  would 
ce rta in ly  lik e  to see and fee l the 
6-pager and so I  sha ll in  another 
42 weeks and 4 days! The rest of 
the press a c t iv ity  also sounds 
very encouraging.

*  *  *

Texas: “ The le tte r  fro m  the 
Steel W orke r in  the A p r i l  8 issue 
o f The M il ita n t  in terested me ve ry  
much, as I  am v e ry  much in ­
volved a t the  present tim e  in  a 
steel local.”

Newr Y o rk  C ity :  “ I  w an t to 
congra tu la te  you on y o u r s trong  
in d iv id u a lis tic  po licy. You do no t 
bandy words o r make id le  cha tte r. 
I ’m  s tro n g ly  fo r  you.”

O U T S T A N D IN G  A C H IE V E M E N T S  
O F T H E  W E E K

B u ffa lo  n o t on ly  moved in to  f irs t  
place on the scoreboard, bu t h i t  212% 
and has now ordered 100 m ore sub­
sc rip tion  cards.

P h ilade lph ia  jum ped fro m  77% to
120%.

New  Y o rk  fo r  the second week in 
succession sent in  the g reatest num ber 
o f subs, w ith  a to ta l o f 167 fo r  the 
week.

O f the 41 subs credited to  M em - 
be rs-a t-La rge  and F riends, 31 o f them  
were obtained by  one fr ie n d  in  
New  Y ork .

FRO M  O U R  M A IL  BAG
Reading: “ Due to  the  na tiona l im ­

portance o f the M il ita n t  S ubscrip tion 
D rive , the  Reading Branch challenges 
tw o  o the r branches w ith  the same 
quota. L e t’s go, Toledo and P h ila ­
de lphia , and le t ’s see w hich branch 
has the  m ost subs by June 30! The 
Reading B ranch is  ra r in g  to  go and 
ne ithe r asks no r g ra n ts  any excuses.”

W est Side B ranch (N ew  Y o rk  
Loca l) w ire d  M inneapo lis and C h i­
cago: “ W est Side B ranch challenges 
you to  a th ree - 
cornered race fo r  
subscrip tions.’’

N e w  Y o r k :
“ N ew  Y o rk  Local 
lik e  m ost o f the 
b ranches ' spent 
several weeks in  
A p r i l  o rgan iz ing  
the  Subscrip tion 
C am paign a n d  
g a in ing  s o m e  
p ra c tica l expe ri­
ence to  po lish  up 
ou r m ethods o f 
ob ta in ing  subs. In  
the la s t week o f

3000

2.5QO

2.000

1 5 0 0

Í O O O

A p r i l  the cam paign took a b ig  s p u rt and we are now s h ift in g  in to  
second gear. The branch totals, fo r  the m onth  w ere:

Branch Quota Subs Percent
B rook lyn 100 101 101.
W est Side 175 165 90.
Queens 50 45 90.
E ast Side ’ 175 78 44.

T o ta ls 500 389 76.

“ No p a r ty  cam paign in  recent years has generated such 
in it ia t iv e , enthusiasm  and soc ia lis t com petition  in  the N ew  Y o rk  
membership as the  M il i ta n t  S ubscrip tion Cam paign. The M il ita n t  
is  now reach ing re g u la r ly  sections o f New  Y o rk  C ity  and hundreds 
o f w o rkers  fo r  the  f irs t  tim e. The M il ita n t  Sub D rive  is  fo r  us a 
p a rty -b u ild in g  cam paign.”

P h ila de lph ia : “ Please "send us 25 m ore sub blanks im m edia te ly . 
W e are l i te ra lly  overwhelm ed by demand. A  specia lly  f r u i t f u l  
source o f subs is  among fe llo w  w o rkers  in  shops. So fa r  we go t 
subs in  a te x t ile  m ill,  in  the IL G W U , and in  a sh ipyard .”

B u ffa lo : “ I f  you w i l l  notice, m any o f the  subscribers are 
women. To us the m ost rem arkab le  th in g  discovered d u rin g  the 
cam paign is  the change in  the a ttitu d e  o f women genera lly . Three 
o r fo u r  years ago we m et w ith  apa thy am ong housewives eve ry­
where. Today, n o t on ly  the women w o rk in g  in  defense p lan ts , bu t 
those a t home scrubbing and cooking lis te n  to  us eagerly  and m any 
w an t to  read The M il ita n t . ”

Los Angeles, Seattle, Bayonne, San Francisco, Toledo, D e tro it 
and N ew ark  re p o rt encouraging success. Lack o f space prevents 
ou r p r in t in g  th e ir  le tte rs  th is  week.

The branches can be proud o f th e ir  achievement in  reaching 
the h a lf-w a y  m a rk  o f the cam paign ahead o f schedule. B u t i t ’s 
the second h a lf  th a t counts! L e t’s go ahead to  reach ou r goal o f 
3,000 new readers before June 30.

SCOREBOARD
Quota Subs Percent

...............  50 106 212.
Reading .............................. 38 123.
P hiladelph ia  ...................... 36 120.

.............  500 442 88.
126 84.

D e tro it . . .  , .................... .............  300 244 82.
A llen to w n  .........» .............. .............  15 12 80.
Toledo ................................. ...............  30 21 70.

...............  100 54 54.
M ilw aukee ........................ ...............  15 8 53.
San Francisco ............. .............  150 66 44.
New Haven ...................... .............  25 10 40.
N ew ark ............................... .............  80 30 38.
M inneapo lis ...................... .............  200 60 30.
Los A n g e le s ...................... .............  400 113 28.
Cleveland .......................... .............  50 11 22.
Bayonne ............................. .............  50 10 20.
Chicago ............................. .............  200 26 13.
F lin t  ...................................
Mem be rs-a t-La rge

.............  15 2 13.

and F riends ................. .............  355 41 11.
San Diego ........................ .............  50 4 8.
St. Paul ............................ .............  50 3 6.
A k ro n  ................................. .............  40 2 5.
P ittsb u rg h  ........................ ................ 10 0 0.
Q uakertown ...................... ...............  10 0 0.
Rochester .......................... ...............  35 0 0.
St. Lou is .......................... ...............  20 0 0.
Texas ............. . . . . . .  10 0 0.

T O T A LS ________ 3,000 1.451 48.

The un ion m ilita n ts  in  the 
M ich igan labor movement took a 
long step tow ard the b u ild in g  of 
an Independent Labor P arty  when 
they launched the M ich igan Com­
m onwealth Federation. Since the 
fo rm a l organ ization o f the MCF 
the top labor bureaucrats have 
combined w ith  the S ta lin is ts  in  
a ttem p ting  to crush the prom is­
in g  young movement. So discred­
ited, however, are the two m ajor 
cap ita lis t pa rties in  M ichigan, 
and so strong  is the sentim ent 
fo r bu ild in g  labo r’s own po litica l 
pa rty , th a t the opppnents o f the 
MCF find themselves obliged to 
defend the o ffic ia l CIO po licy of 
p o lit ic a l company union ism  before 
the fo rum  o f w o rk in g  class op in ­
ion. W hich is  a ll to the good and 
in  the best dem ocratic tra d itio n  
o f the CIO movement in  M ich i­
gan.

A n  im p o rta n t debate took place 
in  D e tro it recently, sponsored by 
the W est Side Tool and D ie Coun­
c il on the question: “ Is T h is  The 
T im e To Organize A  New P arty?”  
The debate was held in  the head­
quarters  au d ito rium  o f the U A W  
Ford Local 600, the la rgest local 
o f the auto workers union. Tuck­
er P. Sm ith, M ich igan CIO vice- 
president and p u b lic ity  d irec tor 
of the M ich igan Commonwealth 
Federation took the a ffirm a tive ; 
August Seholle, head o f the re­
g ional CIO P o litica l A ction  Com­
m ittee, the negative. The essence 
of Scholle’s argum ent was tha t 
w h ile  he had A LW A Y S  been in  
favo r o f labo r’s independent p o li­
tica l action, “ now is no t the 
tim e,”  to organize an independ­
ent labor party .

NOW IS NOT T H E  T IM E

I t  has become the custom, fo r  
even the deadliest enemies of in ­
dependent p o lit ic a l action, to in ­
sist th a t they have always been 
fo r i t  “ in  p r in c ip le ”  but —- “ Now 
is no t the tim e.”  Even the m al­
odorous S ta lin is ts , p ious ly  beat 
th e ir  breasts, p ro testing  th a t 
they are “ not opposed in  p r in ­
c ip le  to  a T h ird  P a rty ,”  b u t no t 
now —  fo r  Teheran’s sake NOT 
NOW ! In  th e ir  own way, such 
pro testations provide unm istake- 
able evidence o f the revu ls ion  in  
the ranks to the discredited po l­
icy  o f g iv in g  p o lit ic a l support to 
the spurious “ friends of labo r”  be 
they Dem ocrats o r Republicans. 
There is no th ing  new about the 
plea th a t “ now is no t the tim e.”  
The labor fakers have used i t  
fo r years to postpone to the inde­
fin ite  fu tu re  every movement fo r 
an independent labor party.

A pprox im ate ly  10 years ago, at 
the 1935 A F L  convention, a reso­
lu tio n  was introduced ca llin g  fo r 
fo rm a tion  o f an independent labor 
pa rty , w h ich  had the support of 
a considerable section of the la ­
bor movement. The labor bureau­
crats in  con tro l o f the A F L  were 
no t opposed to independent p o li­
t ic a l action “ in  p r in c ip le ”  —  oh, 
no! —  they were opposed be­
cause: “ The tim e  is  no t r ip e .”
I t  was, you see, pu re ly  a “ prac­
t ic a l”  m a tte r as i t  is  w ith  H i l l ­
m an’s labor p o litic ian s  arid the 
S ta lin is ts  today. In  rep ly in g  to 
th is  “ p rac tica l”  argum ent, F rancis 
Gorman, then head of the T e x tile  
W orkers Union said: “ You may
say: ‘The tim e  is no t ripe. We 
are no t ye t strong enough fo r a 
Labor P a rty .’ In  answer to  you 
I  would lik e  to quote again from  
P a tr ic k  H enry, who on the eve 
of the Am erican Revolu tion , when 
faced w ith  the  same answer, said:

P A T R IC K  H E N R Y

“ They te ll us, s ir , th a t we are 
weak: unable to  cope w ith  so fo r ­
m idable an adversary. B u t when 
sha ll we be stronger? W il l  i t  be 
next week o r next year? W il l  i t  
be when we are to ta lly  disarmed, 
and when a B r it is h  guard sha ll 
be stationed in  every house? 
Shall we gather streng th  by i r ­
reso lu tion and Inaction?  Shall 
we acquire the means of effect­
ual resistance by ly in g  supinely 
on our backs and hugg ing the 
delusive phantom  o f hope u n t il 
our enemies sha ll have bound us 
hand and foot?”

I f  now is  no t the tim e  fo r  the 
w o rk in g  class to organize its  own 
po litica l pa rty , when sha ll i t  be? 
Those who are the m ost vehement 
in  th e ir  insistence th a t “ now is 
not the tim e,”  are the ve ry  ones 
who have disarmed the unions 
w ith  th e ir  no-strike pledge. By 
w hat means then, are the w o rk ­
ers as a class to defend th e ir  
standard of liv in g , th e ir  demo­
c ra tic  righ ts , th e ir  class interests, 
against the insa tiab le  greed and 
rapac ity  o f the em ploying class? 
W hat ins trum en t, w h a t methods, 
w ha t means is  the w o rk in g  class 
to  em ploy to  re s is t the  g ro w ­
in g  arrogance and repressions o f

the c a p ita lis t ru le rs  o f th is  coun­
t r y  ?

T H E  PROGRAM

The in te rests of the w o rk ing  
class cannot be form ula ted o ther­
wise than in  the shape o f a pro­
gram ; the program  cannot be ad­
vanced otherw ise than  by crea t­
in g  the in s tru m e n t fo r  ca rry in g  
the program  in to  action, the p o li­
t ic a l pa rty . I f  i t  means any th ing  
a t a ll, “ now is no t the tim e ”  
means th a t now is no t the tim e 
fo r labor to advance its  own pro­
gram  bu t to subm it to the p ro­
gram  of B ig  Business w h ich dom- 
m i nates and contro ls both the De­
m ocra tic and Republican parties. 
T ha t th is  conclusion is by no 
means far-fetched was made ab­
undantly  clear by M r. N a t Gan- 
ley, notorious S ta lin is t in  the auto 
workers un ion. W r it in g  In  the 
D a ily  W orker, A p r i l 30< Ganley 
takes T ucker P. S m ith  to  task 
fo r  try in g  “ to p u t over an an ti- 
Roosevelt m aneuver”  a t the re­
cent W ayne County CIO P o litica l 
A ction  Conference. “ K now ing  
th a t the President was no t yet 
ready to support the demand fo r 
a guaranteed annual wage,”  says 
Ganley, “ he (Tucker P. S m ith) 
proposed th a t on ly  candidates 
supporting the guaranteed annual 
wage be endorsed.”

The guaranteed annual wage is 
one of the demands of the Steel 
W orkers Union. C onform ing as 
i t  does to the in terests of the 
w o rk ing  class as a whole, i t  would 
find a prom inen t place on the pol­
it ic a l p la tfo rm  of a labor party. 
B u t Ganley and the H illm an-M ur- 
ray-Thomas crowd consider i t  
“ d is ru p tio n " to establish as a con­
d itio n  fo r the endorsement o f a 
cap ita lis t candidate, th a t he 
pledge h im se lf to the support of 
th is  w o rk in g  class demand —  or 
any w o rk in g  class demand fo r 
th a t m atter.

How could i t  ho otherwise? The 
w orkers have no th ing  to say about 
the program, and policies of the

Dem ocratic or Republican parties 
and exercise no con tro l over its  
candidates. B oth t iie  m a jo r pa r­
ries take th e ir  orders fro m  B ig  
Business. The parties con tro l the 
candidates. As fa r as the w o rk ­
ers are concerned the names of 
t iie  candidates m ig h t ju s t as well 
be tweedle-dee and tweedle-dum 
as Roosevelt and Dewey -— or any­
one else selected by the po litica l 
bosses.

LABO R M IS LE A D E R S

T iie  labor misleadevs who oc­
cupy the highest positions in  the 
CIO have perpetrated a mon­
strous hoax on th e ir  membership. 
The CIO P o litica l A ction  Com­
m ittee  was established fo r  the ex­
press purpose of heading o ff  any 
movement of the workers toward 
fo rm u la tin g  th e ir  own program , 
organ iz ing  th e ir  own pa rty , and 
ru n n in g  th e ir  own candidates. 
The im pression was fa lse ly  cre­
ated th a t on ly  those candidates 
who endorsed the p o lit ic a l pro­
gram  of the CIO would be sup­
ported. A ll such pretensions now 
are dropped. In  fact, anyone who 
has the tem erity  to suggest th a t 
a p o lit ic a l candidate, supported by 
labor, should f irs t  be compelled 
to endorse a labor program , is 
stigm atized as a “ d is rup te r.”  
Such has been the evo lu tion  of 
H illm a n ’s P o litica l A ction  Com­
m ittee.

Independent po litica l action is 
no longer a m a tte r of choice but 
o f necessity. The preservation of 
the unions, the defense of the so­
c ia l gains made by labor in  de­
cades of struggle, requires th a t 
the workers break decisive ly w ith  
the po licy  o f p o lit ic a l “ company 
un ion ism ”  and organize th e ir  own 
Independent Labor P arty . And 
r ig h t  NOW is  no t a m om ent too 
soon to begin the unpostponable 
task of la y in g  the foundation  of 
a po litica l s truc tu re  w h ich  w i l l  
raise the Am erican w o rk in g  class 
to its  fu ll s ta tu re  in  the economic 
and p o lit ic a l l i fe  o f society.

th a t i t  is Roosevelt who is openly 
spearheading the d rive  fo r  con­
s c rip t labor. The re p o rt speaks 
m erely o f the  “ a g ita tio n  o f 
ce rta in  groups”  who are “ more 
in terested in  app ly ing  com pulsory 
contro ls  to  labor than they are in  
e ffec tive  u tiliz a t io n  o f our m an­
power resources.”  The “ ce rta in  
groups”  are none o ther than 
Roosevelt and his A rm y  and N avy 
spokesmen.

The program m atic  po rtion  o f 
the report, discloses th a t M u rra y  
has no th in g  to  o ffe r  the steel 
workers by w ay o f an independ­
ent, e ffec tive  p rogram  to smash 
the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la  and beat 
back the a n ti- la b o r o ffensive.

O R G A N IZ A T IO N  REPO RT

The organ iza tiona l po rtions o f 
the re p o rt do provide an im p res­
sive p ic tu re  o f the g reat po ten­
t ia l power and resources in  th is  
second la rges t un ion in  A m erica.

The la te s t figures o f the steel 
in te rna tiona l show an enrolled 
m em bership o f 949,938, w h ich  in ­
cludes 201,605 members in  the  
arm ed forces. In  the past tw o  
years, the un ion lias won 462 
N L R B  elections and card-checks 
ou t o f 535 disputed co llective -bar­
ga in ing  representation cases. Since 
1940 the num ber o f women workers 
under the ju r is d ic tio n  o f the un ­
ion has increased fro m  20,000 to  
80,000. W omen have been elected 
presidents o f 32 locals, and ho ld 
446 o ther officers posts. The 
num ber o f N egro  members has 
increased fro m  35,000 in  1940 to  
70,000 in  1943, and the y  too are 
ta k in g  an in c reas ing ly  im p o rta n t 
p a rt in  the a ffa irs  o f the union. 
Since 1942, the num ber o f Can­
adian locals has increased fro m  
24 to  88.

Delegates Throng Steel Convention
(Continued fro m  page 1)

released tom orrow . T h is  re p o rt 
th roughou t bears the  s ty le  and 
language o f M u rra y  h im se lf.

The in tro du c tion  o f the  re p o rt 
gives the general perspective o f 
the leadership and its  p rogram  
fo r  the period ahead. S ig n ifican t­
ly , the  f irs t  p rog ram m atic  po in t 
is support fo r  Roosevelt’s “ na­
tio n a l wage s ta b iliz a tio n ”  p ro ­
gram , th a t is, the ve ry  basis fo r  
the wage freeze.

W A G E  Q U E S T IO N

Nowhere in  the  en tire  re p o rt is 
the specific demand fo r  the 17 
cents an hour wage increase m en­
tioned ! In  passing, the  in troduc­
tion  re fe rs  on ly  “ to our demands 
fo r  a general wage increase,”  and 
then goes on to  la y  g re a t em­
phasis on the un ion ’s demand fo r  
a guaranteed w eekly and annual 
wage. The im pression is  given 
th a t M u rra y  is a tte m p tin g  to  p lay  
down the question o f the  im ­
mediate wage increase, w h ich  in ­
volves a pow erfu l f ro n ta l a ttack  
on the  L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la  and 
the whole wage freez ing  po licy  of 
Roosevelt.

The tw o  specific proposals made 
are fo r  g re a te r concentra tion on 
w ork  th rough  the CIO  P o litica l 
A c tion  Com m ittee, obviously in  
support o f Roosevelt, and r ig id  
adherence to  the no -s trike  pledge.

The whole re p o rt is  angled to  
conceal Roosevelt’s resp on s ib ility  
fo r  the w age-freezing po licy  and 
the continuance o f the  L i t t le  
Steel fo rm u la . W h ile  g iv in g  a 
detailed account o f the conduct o f 
the “ wage s ta b iliz a tio n ”  po licy  in  
the past tw o  years, the re p o rt 
makes tw o  im p o rta n t omissions 
I t  de libe ra te ly  avoids reference to  
Roosevelt’s A p r i l  1943 “ hold the 
lin e ”  order, w h ich directed the 
W LB  to  freeze wages, and h is 
recent renew al o f th a t o rder in  
the ve ry  m ids t o f the W LB  
steel wage hearings.

W H IT E W A S H  R O O S E V E LT

Thus, the re p o rt com plains th a t 
the W L B  isn ’t  c a rry in g  ou t the 
P resident’s program , a lthough i t  
fa ils  to  s ta te  w h y  Roosevelt h im ­
se lf hasn’t  b ro ug h t the m a tte r to  
the a tten tion  o f the  W L B . “ A s 
our convention meets th is  year, 
our un ion is  again before the W a r 
L a b o r . Board in  an h is to r ic  
proceeding. Th is tim e  again we 
are s t i l l  ask ing  thp  N a tio n a l W a r 
Labor Board to  g ive  f u l l  and 
proper e ffe c t to  the P resident’s 
p rogram .”  T h is  adm ission o f the 
tw o  yea r ro le  o f the W L B  in  
p reven ting  labo r fro m  g e ttin g  its  
ju s t wage demands, does no t 
p reven t M u rra y  fro m  in s is tin g  
la te r in  the re p o rt th a t the  w o rk ­
ers m ust s t i l l  support th e  W L B

“ as a v ita l and constructive  fo rce  
in  th is  w a r period.”

Boiled down, however, the  on ly 
th in g  “ constructive”  the re p o rt 
can po in t to  is the  “ union secu rity  
po licy  o f the Board,”  th a t is, its  
g ra n tin g  o f m aintenance o f m em ­
bership. A nd even here the  re p o rt 
notes a “ substan tia l weakness has 
developed”  because the Board ’s 
compliance orders are being 
fo u g h t by the em ployers, as in 
the M ontgom ery W ard  case.

N o th in g  is so revea ling  o f M u r­
ra y ’s ex trava ga n t e ffo r ts  to  cover 
up the a n ti- la b o r ro le  o f Roose­
v e lt than  in  the section o f the 
re p o rt dea ling  w ith  the proposed 
labo r d ra ft .  A stound ing  as i t  m ay 
seem, the re p o rt does no t m ention
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Washington Trial Of The Fascists
The Department of Justice is prosecuting today 

a motley crew of small time would-be Fascist 
fuehrers in the current tria l held in Washington. 
The 30-odd defendants are a prize assortment of 
human scum: purveyors of race bigotry, anti- 
Semites, labor-baiters and thrown in for good 
measure, several adherents of the German-Amer- 
ican Bund. The public show tria l of this r iff- ra ff 
has already been hailed by the muddleheaded 
liberals as well as the Stalinist finks, as an 
authentic fight against Fascism.

Elsewhere on this page we reprint sections from 
the b rillian t writings of Leon Trotsky on Fascism, 
what it is and how to fight it. Suffice it  to say 
here, that the present show tria l o f the Roosevelt 
administration, far from constituting a fight 
against Fascism, is merely empty, theatrical 
bombast. Its only effect can be to divert atten­
tion from the real nature of Fascism and the 
genuine struggle against it.

How pathetic is the stand of the liberals. These 
hopeless confusionists repeat word for word the 
arguments o f  their counterparts in Germany and 
Ita ly  after the last World War.

To really struggle against the organizers of 
Fascism, that is, those who finance it, control it 
and set the Fascist movement into motion, one 
would have to struggle against the Fords, the 
duPonts, the Girdlers and Averies; to render 
really powerless these forces, one must destroy the 
capitalist system which gives them strength. A t 
a certain stage, when they feel their control, their 
privileges and rule menaced, when they fear for 
the capitalist system, these are the men who w ill 
attempt to set into motion the despairing middle 
classes against the labor movement in order to 
impose on the American people a bloody Fascist 
dictatorship.

We saw a preview' on a minor scale of what 
Fascism really is and how and by whom it  is 
organized during the L ittle  Steel Strike in 1937.

-------- An Editoria l --------
We saw' vigilante gangs made up of pool room 
toughs and the scum of the cities organized 
throughout Ohio, Pennsylvania and lower M ichi­
gan. Under spurious programs, clothed with the 
authority of the law or tolerated by the police, 
they went out clubs in hand to smash the labor 
movement and guarantee the autocratic rule of 
the steel corporations. Who were the real or­
ganizers o f these Fascist-like vigilante gangs? The 
smallfry leaders in Massilon, Canton or Kent? 
No, the leaders were the heads o f the Republic 
and Bethlehem Steel Corporations and behind 
them W all Street bankers. What would you say 
of a campaign to bring to justice the perpetrators 
of these crimes, if  the local toughie of Kent, Ohio 
was brought to tria l but G irdlers name was not 
even mentioned. Such a tria l is called a white­
wash.

People who advocate reliance on the capitalist 
government to eradicate the menace of Fascism, 
whether because of ignorance, confusion or deli­
berate betrayal, only play into the hands of the 
Fascists. That is exactly how the liberals and 
reformists of Ita ly  helped Mussolini in his fight 
for power. They relied on the democratic capital­
ist politicians. G io litti and Facta and finally even 
on King Victor Emmanuel to stop Fascism. But 
at the critical moment, when the decisive section 
of the Italian capitalist class threw’ its weight 
behind the Fascist movement, the King invited 
the Fascists to take power. The same process 
occurred ten years later in Germany. The liberals 
and reformists, who banked on President Hinden- 
burg to stop the Fascist drive for power, only 
disarmed the workers and discovered at the 
moment o f supreme crisis, when the German 
monopolists decided to throw their weight behind 
the Nazis, that it  was Hindenburg himself who 
invited H itler to take over the Chancellorship.

It is w’ell to recall that trials similar to the 
present one in Washington were conducted many

times in Germany, in the years prior to H itle r’s 
advent to power. W ith what results? The laws 
and decrees, passed ostensibly to curb the Fas­
cists, were invariably used by the capitalist gov­
ernments to hound and harass the labor move­
ment, to weaken it and deprive it of its lighting 
powers.

In the present tria l, although the government 
has stated that it intends to prove direct com­
p lic ity  between the defendants and the Nazis, it 
has brought to tria l the 30 defendants under the 
notorious Smith “ Gag” Act— the vicious anti­
democratic law, condemned by the whole labor 
movement, under which 18 Trotskyists and trade 
union leaders have already been framed and are 
serving prison sentences. Thus in the very course 
of its theatrical fight against the Fascists, the 
government is already seeking to disarm the op­
position o f the labor movement to the Smith 
“ Gag”  Act— a law which has been used against 
labor once and w'ijl, i f  allowed to stand, be used 
against the labor movement, again and again.

“ Under conditions of a capitalist regime,”  once 
wrote Trotsky, "a ll curtailment of political rights 
and freedoms, no matter against whom they may 
originally be directed, in the end inevitably fa ll 
with all their weight on the working class— 
especially on its most advanced elements. Such 
is ,the historic law'. The workers themselves must 
learn to distinguish their enemies from their 
friends.”

The working class w ill not permit itself to be 
lulled into a false feeling of security by the 
theatrical fireworks in Washington. No! Taking 
the lessons o f Ita ly  and Germany to heart, they 
w ill conclude that only the working class, 
relying on its ow'n organizations and strength and 
equipped with a fighting program, can ra lly  the 
overwhelming m ajority of the people under its 
banner, and can destroy the Fascist menace in 
the course of its struggle for Socialism.

1939 Anti-Fascist Demonstration

One o f the scenes d u rin g  the huge an ti-fa sc is t dem onstra tion  in M adison Square 
Garden, New Y o rk  C ity , led and organized by the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  on February  
20, 1939 when the G erm aq-Am erican Bund tr ied  to  stage a mass m ob iliza tion  o f the 
N azi-Fascis t forces.

In  the p ic tu re  LaG uard ia ’s police are shown p ro tec ting  the Fascist m eeting, t r y ­
in g  to 'h e rd  the  dem onstra to rs  in to  a side s treet. Several w o rkers  were in ju re d  when 
the cops rode th e ir  horses in to  the crowd.

The S ta lin is ts  tr ied  to  sm other the  dem onstra tion by silence (s jx  m onths la te r 
S ta lin  was to sign his pact w ith  H it le r ) .  N e ithe r the Socia list P a rty  o f N o rm an Thomas 
nor the Social Dem ocratic Federation took cognizance o f the ca ll fo r  the  dem onstra­
tion , le t alone endorse i t .  The c ity  au tho ritie s  u tilized  the rad io  in  order to ‘ ‘advise’’ 
the w orkers to stay away.

Nevertheless, 50,000 w orkers answered the ca ll o f the T ro tsky is ts  and dem onstrated 
how to re a lly  f ig h t  Fascism.

W hat Is Fascism And How To Organize The Struggle Against It
In  the course o f h is speaking ju n k e t on the w est'coast in  Feb­

ru a ry  19-14, V ice-P resident W allace denounced the  “ W a ll S tree t 
stooges”  who “ beljeve tha t W a ll S treet comes f irs t  and the coun try  
second.”  He then hurled the accusation tha t Am erican Fascists “ at 
th is  ve ry  m om ent”  were “ desperately s tr iv in g ”  to con tro l the dele­
gates to  (he com ing Dem ocratic and Republican P a rty  conventions.

The N . Y . T im es, w atchdog fo r  the  A m erican  p lu tocracy, im ­
m ed ia te ly  jum ped to  a tte n tio n  and sha rp ly  called W allace to  ac­
count. I t  demanded to  know  “ W ho are the Am erican Fascists? I f  
the y  ex is t, M r. W allace should present us w ith  th e ir  names and 
w ith  concrete evidence aga ins t them. . . Fascism  grow s as a  mass 
m ovem ent th a t establishes its  own p riva te , arm ies. W here, except 
perhaps among a  hand fu l o f iso lated crackpots and il l i te ra te  wearers 
o f colored sh irts , does W allace find  any o f these op in ions and ac­
tions  in  A m erica  to d a y ? ”

W allace, o f course, is e ith e r unable o r u n w illin g  to  meet th is  
challenge. In  a long  a rtic le , p rin ted  in  the  A p r i l 9 issue o f the 
N , Y . T im es Magazine, he flounders  and threshes about, t i l t s  a t 
w indm ills , ta lks  o f “ fa sc is t tem peram ent”  and a ttem p ts  to  reduce 
the problem  o f fascism  to  the psychological plane.

“ I f  we define an A m erican Fascis t as one who in  case o f con­
f l ic t  pu ts money and power ahead o f hum an beings, then there  are 
undoubtedly several m illio n  Fascists in  the U n ite d  States,”  he says. 
W allace thereupon proceeds to  the  d iscovery th a t Fascism  “ may 
be encountered in  W a ll S treet, M a in  S tree t o r Tobacco Road.”

A l l  these genera lities  take us no closer to  a so lu tion  o f the 
prob lem  than we were before. W allace w i l l  no t o r cannot ge t down 
to brass tacks on the question o f Fascism . T h is  is  h a rd ly  su rp ris in g . 
To re a lly  exp la in  Fascism , W allace w ould have to  exp la in  th a t Fas­
cism arises ou t o f the ca p ita lis t system  its e lf  and is , in  the period o f 
c ris is , backed by a ll the lead ing cap ita lis ts .

I t  is  tru e  th a t Fascism is a mass movement and does establish 
its  own p riva te  arm ies. I t  is  also tru e  th a t no such mass movement 
exists as ye t in  the U . S. We are s t i l l  in  the period o f re la tive  s tab ­
i l i t y  o f the c a p ita lis t governm ent in  th is  coun try . W e see today 
m ere ly  the  in c ip ie n t tendencies o f Fascism.

The whole basis o f Fascism arises ou t o f the  decomposition and 
decay o f  cap ita lism . In  a period o f social cris is , where m illio n s  are

By Leon
W h a t is Fascism ? The name o rig in a ted  in  I ta ly .  W ere a ll 

the  fo rm s  o f coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  Fasc is t o r no t?  
T h a t is to  say, p r io r  to  the advent o f Fascism  in  I ta ly .

The fo rm e r d ic ta to rsh ip  in  Spain o f P rim o  de R ivera , 1923- 
1930 is called a Fascis t d ic ta to rsh ip  by the  Com intern . Is  th is  cor­
re c t o r no t?  W e believe th a t i t  is incorrect.

The Fascis t m ovem ent in  I ta ly  was a spontaneous movement 
o f la rge  masses, w ith  new leaders fro m  the ra n k  and file . I t  is  a 
P leb ian movement in  o rig in , d irected and financed by  b ig  ca p ita lis t 
powers. I t  issued fo r th  fro m  the p e tty  bourgeoisie, the  s lum  pro le ­
ta r ia t  and even to  a ce rta in  extent, fro m  the  p ro le ta r ia n  masses; 
M usso lin i, a fo rm e r socia lis t, is  a "se lf-m ade”  m an a ris in g  fro m  
th is  movement.

P rim o  de R ivera  was an a ris to c ra t. H e occupied a h ig h  m il i­
ta ry  and bu reaucra tic  post and was ch ie f governor o f  C ata lonia . 
H e accomplished h is ove rth row  w ith  the  aid o f s ta te  and m il ita ry  
forces. The d ic ta to rsh ips o f Spain and I ta ly  are tw o  to ta l ly  d i f ­
fe re n t fo rm s  o f d ic ta to rsh ip . I t  is necessary to  d is ting u ish  between 
them . M usso lin i had d if f ic u lty  in  reconciling  m any old m il i ta ry  
in s titu tio n s  w ith  the  Fascis t m il it ia .  T h is  prob lem  d id  no t e x is t fo r  
P rim o  de R ivera.

The movem ent in  Germ any is analogous m o s tly  to  the I ta lia n . 
I t  is a mass movement, w ith  jts  leaders em p loying a g rea t deal o f 
soc ia lis t demagogy. T h is  is necessary fo r  the  crea tion  o f the  mass 
movem ent.

The genuine basis ( fo r  Fascism ) is  the  p e tty  bourgeoisie. In  
I ta ly  i t  has a ve ry  la rge  base —  the p e tty  bourgeoisie o f the  towns 
and citiefe, and the peasantry. In  Germ any, likew ise, the re  is a 
la rge  basis fo r  Fascism  . . .

(E x tra c ts  fro m  a le tte r  to  an E ng lish  Comrade. Novem ber 
15, 1931).

*  *  *

The T u rn  To Fascism
A t  the m om ent th a t  the “ no rm a l”  police and m il i ta ry  resoui-ces 

o f the  bourgeois d ic ta to rsh ip , toge the r w ith  th e ir  pa rlia m e n ta ry  
screens, no longer suffice to  hold society in  a s ta te  o f eq u ilib rium  
—  the tu rn  o f the Fasc is t reg im e a rrives . T hrough  the Fascis t 
agency, cap ita lism  sets in  m otion  the  masses o f the  crazed p e tty  
boWKqojsie, and bands o f  the  de-classed and dem oralized lum pen-

unemployed and hu ng ry , g re a t sections o f the popu la tion  seek a 
leadersh ip  w h ich  w i l l  show them  a w ay ou t o f the  b lin d  a lle y  o f 
cap ita lism . A l l  the norm al, m idd le -o f-the-road pa rties  o f cap ita lism  
tend to  d is in tegra te . The w o rkers ’ parties Which stand on the p ro ­
g ra m  o f the abo lition  o f cap ita lism  and espouse a soc ia lis t p rogram  
experience a s to rm y  g row th .

The cap ita lis ts  a tte m p t to  u t iliz e  the ve ry  m ise ry  o f the masses 
and th e ir  re vo lu tio n a ry  asp ira tions fo r  a decisive change, to  create 
a mass movem ent o f the m iddle classes, and em ploy i t  as a prac- 
to ria n -g ua rd  to  crush the r is in g  labo r movem ent and to impose 
a new bloody d ic ta to rsh ip  over the people.

The Fasc is t movements o f I ta ly  and G erm any gained mass 
support by  dem agogica lly adop ting  whole sections o f the  Socia list 
p rogram . They proceeded to  organize in to  p r iv a te  arm ies the 
unemployed youth, the despa iring  w a r veterans, etc. and used them  
as a b a tte r in g  ram  aga inst the la bo r movement. Fascism  is thus 
p r im a r ily  a m iddle class movement in  its  com position. I t  is  how ­
ever de libe ra te ly  organized, financed and con tro lled  by  the b ig  
cap ita lis ts .

I t  is no t th is  o r th a t “ bad”  c a p ita lis t who tu rn s  to  Fascism. 
In  the period o f g re a t social c ris is  when the c a p ita lis t class can no 
longer ru le  under tra d itio n a l, sem i-dem ocratic fo rm s, the  decisive 
section o f the  c a p ita lis t class th row s its  w e ig h t behind the Fascist 
movem ent and l i f t s  up its  “ m an on horseback,”  in  a desperate a t­
tem p t to  save its  ru le . So f t  was in  I ta ly  in  1922. So i t  was in  
Germ any in  1933. The U n ite d  States w i l l  face the same danger in 
the  fu tu re , when th is  coun try  is confronted w ith  the unsolvable 
social c ris is  o f cap ita lism .

[The  fo llo w in g  excerpts from  the w r it in g s  o f Leon T ro tsky  an­
swer w ith  the greatest precision the question “ W hat Is  Fascism ”  
and how to  f ig h t it .  P a rtic u la r ly  im p o rtan t is th a t section o f 
T ro ts k y ’s w ritin g s , where on the  basis o f a life tim e  study o f th is  
problem, T ro ts k y  came to  the conclusion th a t Fascism cannot be­
come a sweeping mass movem ent unless the revo lu tiona ry  socia lis t 
p a rty  be trays the masses o r proves incapable o f lead ing them  fo r ­
ward to  the s tru g g le  fo r  Socialism . I t  is today more u rgen t fo r  w o rk ­
e r-m ilita n ts  to  study these im p o rta n t w r itin g s  than ever before.— ed.]

T rotsky
p ro le ta r ia t; a ll the countless hum an beings whom finance cap ita l 
its e lf  has b ro ug h t to  desperation and fre n zy . F ro m  Fascism  the 
bourgeoisie demands a tho rough  jo b ; once i t  has resorted to  methods 
o f c iv il w a r, i t  ins is ts  on ha v in g  peace fo r  a period o f years. A nd 
the Fascis t agency by  u t il iz in g  the p e tty  hourgeosie as a b a tte rin g  
ram , b y  ove rw he lm ing  a ll obstacles in  its  pa th , does a thorough 
job. A f te r  Fascism  is  v ic to rious , finance cap ita l ga thers  in to  its  
hands, as in  a vise o f steel, d ire c tly  and im m ed ia te ly , a ll the organs 
and in s titu tio n s  o f sovere ignty, the executive, ad m in is tra tive  and 
educational powers o f the sta te : the  en tire  s ta te  apparatus together 
w ith  the  a rm y, the m un ic ipa lities , the un ive rs ities , the  schools, the  
press, the  trade  unions, and the co-operatives. W hen a sta te  tu rn s  
Fascist, i t  doesn’t  mean on ly  th a t the fo rm s  and methods o f govern­
m ent are changed in  accordance w ith  the  pa tte rns set by M usso lin i 
— the changes in  th is  sphere u lt im a te ly  p la y  a m in o r ro le  —  b u t 
i t  means, f ir s t  o f  a ll fo r  the  m ost p a rt, th a t  the  w orkers o rgan iza­
tions are an n ih ila ted ; th a t the  p ro le ta r ia t is  reduced to  an am orph­
ous s ta te ; and th a t a system  o f ad m in is tra tio n  is created w h ich  
penetrates deeply in to  the  masses and w h ich  serves to  fru s tra te  the 
independent c ry s ta lliz a tio n  o f the  p ro le ta r ia t. T here in  precise ly 
is the  g is t o f Fascism. . .

I ta lia n  Fascism  was the im m edia te ou tg ro w th  o f the  be traya l 
by the  re fo rm is ts  o f the u p ris in g  o f the  I ta lia n  p ro le ta r ia t. F rom  
the tim e  the w a r ended, there  w'as an upw ard  tre n d  in  th e  revo lu ­
t io n a ry  m ovem ent in  I ta ly ,  and in  September 1920, i t  resu lted  in  
the seizure o f fac to ries  and industries b y  the w orkers . The d ic ta to r­
ship o f the p ro le ta r ia t was an actua l fa c t; a ll th a t was la ck in g  was 
to  organize it ,  and to  d raw  fro m  i t  a l l the  necessary conclusions. 
The social democracy took f r ig h t ,  and sprang back. A f te r  its  bold 
and heroic exertions, the  p ro le ta r ia t was le ft  fac in g  the void. The 
d is rup tion  o f the revo lu tiona ry  movem ent became the m ost im p o r­
ta n t fa c to r in  the g ro w th  o f Fascism. In  September, the  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  advance came to a s ta n d s till;  and Novem ber a lready w i t ­
nessed the f irs t  m a jo r dem onstra tion o f the Fascists (th e  seizure 
o f Bologna).

True, the p ro le ta r ia t, even a f te r  the September catastrophe, 
was capable o f w a g in g  defensive ba ttles. B u t the  social democracy 
was concerned w ith  on ly  one th in g : to  w ith d ra w  the  w orkers fro m  
under the  fire  a t the  cost o f one concession a fte r  another. The social 
democracy hoped th a t the  docile conduct o f the  w orkers would

restore the  “ public op in ion”  o f the bourgeoisie aga inst the Fascists. 
M oreover, the re fo rm is ts  even banked s tro n g ly  upon the he lp o f 
K in g  V ic to r  Em m anuel. To the  la s t hour, the y  restra ined  the 
w orkers  w ith  m ig h t and m ain fro m  g iv in g  b a ttle  to  M usso lin i’s 
bands. I t  availed them  no th ing . The crow n along w ith  the  upper 
c rus t o f the  bourgeoisie swung o v e ^ to  the side o f Fascism. Con­
vinced, a t the la s t m om ent, th a t Fascism  was n o t to be cheeked 
by obedience, the social dem ocrats issued a ca ll to  the w orkers fo r  
a genera l s tr ike . B u t th e ir  p roc lam ation  su ffe red a fiasco. 
The re fo rm is ts  had dampered the powder so long, in th e ir  fear 
lest i t  should explode, tha t when they fin a lly  w ith  a tre m b lin g  hand 
did  app ly a bu rn ing  fuse to  it ,  the powder did no t catch.

Two years a f te r  its  inception, Fascism  was in  power. I t  en­
trenched its e lf  thanks to  the  fa c t  th a t the  f ir s t  period o f its  over­
lo rdsh ip  coincided w ith  a favo rab le  economic con juncture, w h ich fo l­
lowed the depression o f 1921-1922. The Fascists crashed the re ­
tre a tin g  p ro le ta r ia t by the  onrush ing forces o f the p e tty  bourge­
oisie. B u t th is  was no t achieved a t a s ing le  blow. Even a f te r  he 
assumed power, M usso lin i proceeded on his course w ith  due caution : 
he lacked as yet ready-made models. D u rin g  the  f irs t  tw o  years, 
no t even the con s titu tion  was alte red. The Fascis t governm ent 
took on the character o f a coa lition . In  the m eantim e the Fascist 
bands were busy a t  w o rk  w ith  clubs, knives and p is to ls . O n ly  thus 
was the  Fascis t governm ent created s low ly , w h ich  m eant the com­
plete s trang u la tion  o f a ll independent mass organ izations.

M usso lin i a tta ined  th is  a t the cost o f bu reaucra tiz ing  the Fas­
c is t p a rty  its e lf.  A f te r  u t il iz in g  the  forces o f the p e tty  bourgeoisie, 
Fascism strang led i t  w ith in  the  vise o f the  bourgeois sta te . He 
couldn’t  have done otherw ise, fo r  the  d is illus ionm ent o f the  masses 
he had un ited  was p re c ip ita tin g  its e lf  in to  the  m ost im m ediate 
danger ahead. Fascism , become bureaucratic, approaches ve ry  
closely to o ther fo rm s  o f m il i ta ry  and police d ic ta to rsh ip . I t  no 
longer possesses its  fo rm e r social support. The ch ie f reserve o f 
Fascism —  the p e tty  bourgeoisie —  has been depleted. O nly h is ­
to rica l in e rtia  enables the Fascist governm ent to  keep the p ro le ­
ta r ia t  in  a s ta te  o f dispersion and helplessness.

(F rom  W hat N ext?  —  B y  Leon T ro tsky , September 1932).
* * *

Fascism Is The F in a l L in k
B oth theore tica l analysis as w e ll as the r ic h  h is to rica l expe ri­

ence o f the  la s t qu a rte r o f a cen tu ry  have dem onstrated w ith  equal 
force th a t Fascism is each tim e  the fina l lin k  o f a specific  po litica l 
.cycle composed o f the fo llo w in g : the gravest c ris is  o f c a p ita lis t so­
c ie ty ; the g ro w th  o f the rad ica liza tion  o f the  w o rk in g  class; the 
g ro w th  o f sym pathy tow ard  the w o rk ing  class and a yea rn ing  fo r  
a change on the p a r t o f the  ru ra l and urban p e tty  bourgeoisie ; the 
extrem e confusion o f the b ig  bourgeoisie ; its  cow ard ly  and treach ­
erous maneuvers aimed a t avo id ing the revo lu tiona ry  c lim a x ; the 
exhaustion o f the p ro le ta ria t, g ro w in g  confusion and ind iffe re nce ; 
the aggrava tion  o f the social c ris is ; the despair o f the  pe tty -bou r- 
geoisie, its  yea rn ing  fo r  change, the co llective  neurosis o f the p e tty  
bourgeoisie, its  readiness to believe in  m irac les; its  readiness fo r  
v io len t measures; the g ro w th  o f h o s t ility  towards the  p ro le ta r ia t 
which has deceived its  expectations. These are the  prem ises fo r  a 
s w if t  fo rm a tio n  o f a fasc is t p a rty  and its  v ic to ry .

I t  is qu ite se lf-ev ident th a t the rad ica liza tion  o f the w o rk in g  
class in  the  U n ited  States has passed on ly  th rou gh  its  in it ia l phases, 
a lm ost exc lus ive ly  in  the  sphere o f th e  trade -un ion  m ovem ent (the  
C IO ). The p re -w ar period, and then the  w a r its e lf  m ay te m p o ra rily  
in te rru p t th is  process o f rad ica liza tion , especia lly i f  a considerable 
num ber o f w orkers are absorbed in to  w a r in du s try . B u t th is  in te r ­
ru p tio n  o f the  process o f rad ica liza tion  cannot be o f a lo ng  duration. 
The second stage o f rad ica liza tion  w i l l  assume a m ore sha rp ly  ex­
pressive character. The prob lem  o f fo rm in g  an independent labo r 
p a r ty  w i l l  be p u t on the  o rder o f the  day. O ur tra n s itio n a l demands 
w i l l  ga in  g re a t p o p u la rity .

(F ro m  Leon T ro ts k y ’s Last A rt ic le , published in  F ou rth  In te r ­
na tiona l, October 1940).

* * *

Is Fascism Inevitab le?
In  every discussion o f p o lit ic a l top ics the  question in v a ria b ly  

f la re s  up : Sha ll we succeed in  c re a tin g  a s trong  p a r ty  fo r  the
m om ent when the cris is  comes? M ig h t n o t fascism  an tic ipa te  us? 
Is n ’t  a fasc is t stage o f development inev itab le?  The successes o f 
fascism  easily make people lose a ll perspective, lead them  to  fo rg e t 
the actua l conditions w h ich  made the s treng then ing  and the v ic to ry  
o f fascism  possible. Y e t a c lear understand ing o f these conditions 
is o f especial im portance to  the  w orkers  o f the U n ited  States. W E

M A Y  SET IT  D O W N  AS A N  H IS T O R IC A L  L A W : F A S C IS M  W A S  
A B L E  TO C O NQ UER O N L Y  IN  T H O S E  C O U N T R IE S  W H E R E  
T H E  C O N S E R V A T IV E  LA B O R  P A R T IE S  P R E V E N T E D  T H E  
P R O L E T A R IA T  FR O M  U T IL IZ IN G  T H E  R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  S IT ­
U A T IO N  A N D  S E IZ IN G  PO W ER. In  G erm any tw o  revo lu tiona ry  
s itua tions were invo lved : 1918-1919 and 1923-1924. Even in  1929 
a d irec t s tru g g le  fo r  power on the  p a r t  o f the p ro le ta r ia t was s t i l l  
possible. In  a ll these three cases the  social democracy and the 
C om intern c r im in a lly  and v ic ious ly  d isrup ted the conquest o f power 
apd thereby placed society in  an impasse. O nly under these condi­
tions and in th is  s itua tion  did the  s to rm y  rise  o f Fascism  and its  
ga in in g  o f power prove possible.

(F ro m  Leon T ro ts k y ’s Las t A rtic le , published in F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l, October 1910).

*  *  *

Backwardness Is O n ly  Relative
The backwardness o f the U n ited  States w o rk in g  class is on ly  a 

re la tiv e  te rm . In  m any ve ry  im p o rta n t respects i t  is the  m ost 
progressive w o rk in g  class o f the w o rld ; tech n ica lly  and in  its  stand­
ard  o f liv in g .

W e can look fo rw a rd  now to  a change in  the economic s itu a tio n  
o f the U n ited  States —  a v e ry  brusque change, and then when the 
w a r comes, to  the  m ise ry  w h ich  w i l l  fo llo w . Even nowr, under the 
p rogram  o f m ilita r iz a tio n , w ith  m illio n s  upon m illio n s  throwm in to  
the v ’a r m achine, the ra p id  lo w e ring  o f the standard o f l iv in g  fo r  
the w o rk in g  class w i l l  produce a ve ry  rap id  change o f m ind in  the 
A m erican ■workers.

The A m erican  w o rke r is v e ry  com bative —  as we have seen 
d u rin g  the s trikes. They have had the m ost rebellious s trikes  in  
the  w o rld . W h a t the  A m erican w o rke r misses is a s p ir it  o f  general­
iza tion , o r  analysis, o f h is class position  in  society as a  whole. T h is  
lack o f social th in k in g  has its  o r ig in  in  the c o u n try ’s whole h is to ry .

Now', the w a r w i l l  teach the A m erican  w orkers  social th in k in g ...
A bou t fascism . In  a ll the  countries where fascism  became 

v ic to rious, we had before the g ro w th  o f fasc ism  and its  v ic to ry , 
a wave o f rad ica lism  o f the masses; o f the  w orkers  and the poorer 
peasants and fa rm ers , and o f the p e tty  bourgeois class. In  I ta ly ,  
a fte r  the w a r and before 1922, we had a revo lu tio n a ry  wave o f 

tremendous dim ensions; the state was paralyzed, the  police d id  n o t 
ex is t, the  trade  unions could do a n y th in g  th e y  wanted —  b u t the re  
was no p a rty  capable o f ta k in g  the  power. A s a reaction  came 
fascism .

In  Germ any the same. We had a re vo lu tio n a ry  s itua tion  in  
1918; the  bourgeois class did not even ask to  p a rtic ip a te  in  the 
power. The Social Dem ocrats para lyzed the revo lu tion . Then the  
w orkers tr ie d  again in  1922-23-24. T h is  was the  tim e  o f the bank­
ru p tc y  o f the  Com m unist p a r ty — a ll o f w h ich  we have gone in to  
before. Then in  1929-30-31 the  German w orkers began again a 
new revo lu tio n a ry  wave. There was a trem endous power in  the 
Com m unists and in the trade  unions, b u t then came the  fam ous 
po licy  (on the p a rt o f the  S ta lin is t m ovem ent) o f  Social Fascism , 
a po licy  invented to  pa ra lyze the w o rk in g  class. O n ly a fte r  these 
three tremendous waves, did fascism  become a b ig  movement. There 
are no exceptions to  th is  ru le  —  fascism  comes on ly  when the w o rk ­
ing  class shows com plete incapac ity  to take in to  its  own hands the 
fa te  o f society.

In  the  U n ited  States you w i l l  have the  same th in g . A lre a d y  
there  are fasc is t elements, and they have o f course the  examples 
o f I ta ly  and Germ any. They w i l l  the re fo re  w o rk  in  a  m ore rap id  
tempo. B u t you also have the examples o f o the r countries. The 
nex t h is to ric  wave in  the U n ited  States w i l l  be a wave o f rad ica lism  
o f the masses; no t fascism . O f course the  w a r can h inde r the  ra ­
d ica liza tion  fo r  some tim e  b u t then i t  w i l l  g ive  to  the  rad ica liza tion  
a m ore trem endous tem po and sw ing.

W e m ust no t id e n tify  U'ar d ic ta to rsh ip  —  the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f 
the  m il i ta ry  machine, o f the  s ta ff,  o f finance cap ita l —  w ith  a 
fasc is t d ic ta to rsh ip . F o r the la tte r  the re  is f ir s t  necessary a fee ling  
o f desperation o f la rge  masses o f the  people. W hen the re vo lu tion ­
a ry  pa rties  b e tra y  them , w iien  the  vanguard  o f w o rkers  shows its  
incapac ity  to  lead the  people to . v ic to ry  —  then the fa rm ers , the  
sm all business men, the  unemployed, the soldiers, etc. become cap­
able o f suppo rting  a fasc is t movem ent, b u t on ly  then.

A  m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  is pu re ly  a bureaucra tic  in s titu t io n , 
re in forced by the m il ita ry  machine and based upon the d iso rien ta ­
tio n  o f the people and th e ir  submission to  it .  A f te r  some tim e  
th e ir  fee lings can change and they can become rebellious aga inst 
the d ic ta to rsh ip .

(F rom  “ Some Questions on Am erican Problem s,”  by Leon T ro t­
sky. F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, October, 1490).
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Greek Navy Men 
Mutiny Against 
Exiled Monarch

By Ralph Graham
Following the pattern set in Italy, where the reactionary 

police-military dicta,orship of Badoglio is being foisted upon 
an unwilling people, the Allies have shown that they aim to

British 1926 Strike Scene

ram a sim ilar regime down the throats of the Greek masses 
when the Nazi armies are driven from Greek soil.

The Greeks don't want the exiled government of King 
George any more than the Italians are prepared to tolerate the 
government of King Victor Emmanuel. Partisan groups fight­
ing in Greece have repudiated the reactionary monarch who 
brought the butcher Metaxas to power a few years ago. 

the arch
The

fight against the arch reac­
tionary Greek government-in- 
exile came to a head recently 
when units of the Greek navy 
in the Mediterranean mutinied 
against the K ing’s government 
and protested the support 
given this government by the 
Allies.

"L o y a l”  Greek un its  led by 
m onarch is t o ffice rs and supported 
by the B r it is h  navy quelled the 
re v o lt and k ille d  a num ber o f 
rebels. P rem ier Sophocles Veni- 
zelos resigned a fte r  ho ld ing  o f­
fice on ly  tw o  weeks and a new 
p r e m i e  r ,  the social-dem ocrat 
George Papandreou, was called 
in  by the K in g  to  head the Greek 
govem m ent-in -ex ile .

C hurch ill then issued a perem- 
to ry  s ta tem ent p ledging “ a ll sup­
p o r t”  to the Greek k in g  and the 
new governm ent and decla ring 
th a t “ no one has the cons titu ­
tion a l r ig h t  to stand between 
h im  (the  k in g ) and his du ty .”  I t  
is enough th a t C hurch ill and 
Roosevelt w a n t the m onarch and 
his shadow governm ent, w h ifh  
enjoys no t a shred o f a u th o rity  
among the Greek masses. The 
people s im p ly  do no t count. Im ­
p e ria lis t “ dem ocracy”  and “ lib ­
e r  a t  i on,”  W ashington-London 
model, are on the m arch again.

A llie d  support o f the d isc red it­
ed and repudiated k in g  and his 
governm ent is d raw ing  iro n ic  
com m ent even fro m  sections 
o f the c a p ita lis t press, and fro m  
lib e ra l com m entators who never 
cease being pained by the fa ilu re  
o f Roosevelt and C hurch ill to  
square th e ir  deeds w ith  th e ir  
words. Las t week, the London 
correspondent o f the New York 
T im es w ro te :

“ As the prospect o f libe ra tion  
brigh tens and externa l pressure 
is removed, the tem p ta tion  to  en­
gage in  c iv il s tr ife  increases, and 
the  exiled governm ents th a t were 
welcomed so eagerly in  1940 and 
1941 are beg inn ing now' to prove 
som eth ing o f a problem , a lthough 
few  would be so im p o lite  as to 
p u t i t  qu ite th a t w ay. Now' the 
Greeks are prov ing, d iff ic u lt .  
T h e ir troub le  is the same one 
th a t besets o ther exiled govern­
ments in one fo rm  or an o the j— 
th a t ideas and movements have 
been b rew ing a t home under the

in Cairo, London and W ash ing­
ton are busy on schemes fo r  the 
enslavement o f the Greek masses.

There are numerous s im ila r­
itie s  between the s itua tion  in  
Greece and Yugoslavia . The E A M  
and its  m il ita ry -g u e rr il la  arm  
(the E LA S ) is the most popular 

and po w e rfu l movement o f oppo­
s itio n  to  the Nazis. L ik e  the 
movem ent o f T ito  in  Yugoslav ia  
i t  is s tro n g ly  influenced i f  not 
com ple te ly by the  S ta lin is ts , who 
take th e ir  orders fro m  and re ­
ceive the open support of the 
S ta lin  reg im e in  Moscow'. The 
E A M  is b it te r ly  f ig h tin g  against 
a bourgeois-landlord g roup ing  
led by the m onarch ist General 
Zervas, who supports the exiled 
governm ent o f K in g  George. The 
Zervas group is appa ren tly  s im ­
i la r  in  its  com position and aim s 
to the M ikh a ilo v itch  o rgan iza­
ro n  in Yugoslavia . I ts  avowed 
purpose is to  see th a t when the 
Nazis are driven out o f Greece 
the old ru le  o f the cap ita lis ts  and 
the land lords sha ll be preserved.

The Zervas group is the on ly 
g u e rr illa  o rgan iza tion  which iis 
o ffic ia lly  linked to the exiled 
m onarchical regim e. But the 
E A M  leadership, despite the 
noise and c lam or o f its  opposi­
tion to the exiled governm ent of 
K in g  George is ne go tia ting  and 
t ry in g  to conclude a deal w ith  
the ca p ita lis t- lan d lo rd  cliques of 
Greece.

I t  is o f course not su rp ris ing , 
th a t the greatest num ber o f the 
Greek partisans adhere to  the 
E A M  and E LA S . The masses 
jo in  w'ith and f ig h t under the ba\i- 
ner o f the organ iza tion  which 
has, o r appears to  have, the most 
rad ica l program . Moreover, the 
S ta lin is ts  are able to  ga in  a mass 
fo llo w in g  because the exp lo ited 
masses s t i l l  see in them  repres­
entatives o f the g re a t tra d itio n  o f 
'he  October R evo lu tion  which 
libera ted Russia from  the ru le  o f 
the cap ita lis ts  and landlords.

R E V O L U T IO N A R Y
S E N T IM E N T S

The a u th o r ity  o f E A M , like  
th a t o f T ito ’s organ iza tion  in 
Yugoslavia , re flec ts  the revo lu­
tio n a ry  sentim ents o f the masses, 
th e ir  w ill not on ly to  d rive  out

T h is  p ic tu re , taken in  London du rin g  the general s tr ik e  o f 
1926, shows B r it is h  mounted police a tte m p tin g  to  break up p icket 
lines. A l l  the forces o f the c a p ita lis t class and the T o ry  govern­
m ent were m obilized to defeat the m ag n ificen t s tru g g le  o f the 
B r it is h  workers. Despite tremendous backing fro m  organized la ­
bor a ll over the world , the s tr ik e  was defeated th rou gh  a stab in  
the back by the reactionary  leaders o f the trade  unions and the 
Labor P a rty , who called o f f  the s trugg le  when v ic to ry  was in  s igh t.

German occupation th a t tend to  (the N az i oppressors bu t to  make 
make the exiled governm ent 
somewhat anachronistic.”

In  p la in  Eng lish, the Greeks 
have made i l  unm istakab ly plain 
th a t once H it le r ’s arm ies have 
been driven from  th e ir country 
they have no in len tion  o f subm it­
t in g  to a reactionary p o lice -m ili­
ta ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  crowned by the 
old monarchy. T h is  leaves the 
K in g  and his governm ent in 
C a iro  h igh and d ry . The A llied  
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  Greek sa te l­
lite s  are th e ir  on ly support.
C h u rch ill and Roosevelt are 
backing th is  papier mache regime 
o f the m onarchy because they in ­
tend, as in  I ta ly ,  to use it  as 
the spearhead o f reaction, a b u l­
w a rk  against popu lar revo lu tion , 
a weapon fo r  fru s tra t in g  the w ill 
o f the masses.

The New Y ork  Post’s libe ra l 
co lum n ist, Samuel G ra fton , w rite s  
peevish ly: “ Oh. fudge, now. we 
have to  go th rough  the whole 
business again, th is  tim e  w ith  
the  Greeks.”  He po in ts ou t th a t 
w h ile  the Greek g u e rrilla s  are do­
in g  the actual f ig h tin g  against 
the  Nazi forces o f occupation, 
th e ir  self-proclaimed " lib e ra to rs ”

M ichigan Democrats 
Snare U A W  Leaders

[The fo llo w in g  a rtic le  appeared in  the A p r i l  27 issue o f The 
S earch ligh t, o ffic ia l publication o f C hevro let Local <559, U A W -C IO , 
F lin t ,  M ich igan .]

By Ernest A. P r ie u r
Company Union politicians o f the UAW and CIO have 

“ Taken” the Democratic Party of Michigan— in reverse, the way 
any fish “ catches” an angler.

Actually the Michigan Democratic machine hauled in a 
batch of our so-called leaders hook, line and sinker, at the April 
14 state Democratic convention jn  Detroit. We have yet to hear 

of real labor gains,

a clean sweep o f the hated sys­
tem o f ca p ita lis t exp lo ita tion .

b u t the S ta lin is ts , counter-rev­
o lu tio na ry  to the core, w ill w o rk  
to prevent any such development 
in the in terests o f th e ir  K rem lin  
m asters. They are p re pa riin g  to 
duplicate the treachery which 
they perpetra ted in  I ta ly , where 
they have jo ined w ith  Badoglio 
and the K in g  in an a ttem p t to 
s trang le  the Ita lia n  revo lu tion . 
A t  the appropria te  m om ent they 
w il l  jo in  hands w ith  the forces o f 
Greek reaction fo r  the same 
coun te r-revo lu tiona ry  purpose.

On guard against the S ta lin is t 
be trayers ! T h is  m ust be the 
watchword o f the Greek workers 
and peasants. W ith  the example 
o f I ta ly  before them, they should 
lose no tim e in pu rg ing  the ir 
ranks o f the venal, counter-rev­
o lu tio na ry  agents o f the K rem lin , 
dangerous enemies o f the w o rk ­
ers in a ll lands. The s trugg le  
fo r  freedom, the s trugg le  fo r  a 
peaceful and prosperous fu tu re , 
requires the bu ild ing  o f a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a rty  which w ill unite 
and lead the masses in the s tru g ­
gle fo r  socialism .

The on ly  f irm  decisions were: 
Roosevelt fo r  a fo u rth  te rm  and 
opposition to  the M ich igan Com­
m onwealth Federation, the new 
w o rke r-fa rm e r p a rty . There was 
no such a ttack  on Republicans 
o r co rpora tions; no condemnation 
o f co rrup tion , e ithe r w ith in  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  o r in w a r p ro f­
itee ring . Real ind igna tion  was 
reserved fo r  ran k  and f ile  p ro ­
gressives t ry in g  to bu ild  labor’s 
own p a rty , w ith  labor's  own p ro ­
gram  and labo r’s own candidates. 
Th is the company un ion is ts  can 
re a lly  v iew  w ith  a larm .

O ur In te rn a tio n a l o fficers and 
state CIO heads len t th e ir  pond­
erous w e igh t to the doddering old 
machine, c o rru p t and scandalized 
by recent ind ic tm ents o f a whole 
bloc o f Dem ocratic leg is la tors. 
N o t a w ord  about the indictm ents.

CIO  M E M BER S

O ut o f 27 Genesee County de­
legates there were 21 CIO  memb­
ers o r ’ CIO endorsed old Demo­
crats. The local boys boasted o f 
29 ou t o f 45 delegates fro m  the 
S ix th  Congressional D is tr ic t. 
There, m ust also have been quite 
a mess o f them  fro m  W ayne 
County and a few  other areas.

T h a t’s real support fo r  the De­
m ocratic machine.

But we’re s t i l l  w a itin g  fo r 
even a c la im  tha t labor gained.

Candidates were the same or 
the same s o rt; possibly a banker- 
liquo r com m issioner fo r  governor, 
Roosevelt fo r  a fo u rth  te rm  but 
maybe no t W allace again in the 
vice-presidency.

Resolutions were good, bad and 
in d iffe re n t, bu t w h a t’s the d if fe r ­
ence as long as the trend o f the 
machine is the same. The p a rty  
is s t i l l  ju s t one end o f the p o li­
tica l chain w ith  which the corpo­
ra tions keep us bound and gagged.

R ichard T. Frankensteen, in te r­
na tiona l U A W  board member, was 
keynote speaker. Com bin ing his 
a ttack  on the M ich igan Com­
m onwealth Federation w ith  a p i­
t i fu l plea fo r some consideration 
from  the “ cap tive ”  democrats, 
he tr ie d  to use the th ird  p a rty  
movement as a th rea t.

F R A N K E N S T E E N  SPEECH

A ccord ing to the D e tro it Tim es 
Frankensteen said th a t the rank

and f ile  labor p a rty  movement 
“ should be regarded by the ad­
m in is tra tio n  as a n a tu ra l conse­
quence o f the sw ing aw ay from  
libe ra lism .”  Then he begged, 
“ ...we feel th a t the p a rty  should 
o ffe r  us som eth ing w o rth  f ig h t ­
ing fo r . ”

O f course i t  d idn ’t.
B u t w a it. The next act w ill 

be the na tiona l convention in C h i­
cago, Ju ly  19. Some o f the same 
“ union leaders”  w ill be there to 
be taken again and fu r th e r  c la r i­
fy  the plot. Then the m onth-long 
cam paign, the prim aries , the 
November elections and then—  
then the deluge o f slave labor 
laws and oppression, by Demo­
crats and Republicans alike.

Then (he M ich igan Common­
w ealth  Federation w ill have a 
new m eaning to m illions  o f the 
common people.

Great British General Strike Recalled 
By Recent Walkouts Of The Coal Miners

By James Cowan
An American correspondent of the capitalist press who toured 

[he coal fields of South Wales during the recent strike of coal 
miners said he found an atmosphere and a mood among the 
workers which was strongly reminiscent of the British general 
strike of 1926.

Mass moods reflect the political consciousness of the work- 
■rs, and if the spirit of 1926 has been revived under the conditions 
>f the second imperialist world war. this is a fact of the greatest 
political significance in the British working-class movement. It 

particularly valuable today
Congress fo r  a general s tr ike  in 
support o f the m iners, to com­
mence a t m id n ig h t on M ay 3.

By next day the wheels o f in ­
du s tria l E ng land had ceased to

o recall the salient facts of the 
reneral strike of the British 
vorking class’ 18 years ago.

B rita in  was in the troug h  o f 
conomic cris is  which set in 
h o rtlv  a fte r  the f irs t  im p e ria lis t tu rn . The stoppage was complete.

daughter. The European co n ti­
nent had been im poverished by 
the w a r and the whole wo rid  
m arke t disorganized. B r ita in  had 
los t her trade  supremacy. H a rd ­
est h it  was B r ita in ’s coal indus­
try  w hich, among o ther th ings, 
was fee ling  the effects o f Ger­
man repara tions in the fo rm  o f 
coal de liveries. The coal m ine 
owners wanted to reduce the

The w orkers ■ in  transp o rt, eng i­
neering, b u ild in g  and numerous 
o ther industries  were on s trike . 
Even the p rin te rs , organized in the 
conservative Typograph ica l U n­
ion, jo ined the m agnificent de­
m onstra tion  o f labor so lida rity , 
and the c a p ita lis t press, fo r  the 
f irs t  tim e in h is to ry , fa iled  to ap­
pear. M ore than 3,000.000 o rgan­
ized workers were h u rlin g  th e ir
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Trotsky’s Book On 
Stalin Buried by 
State Dept. Order

F ra n k  C. H anighen, fea tu re  
w r ite r  fo r  La F o lle tte ’s P rogres­
sive. w rites  in the M ay 1 issue:

“ Helen Lom bard, who conducts 
a W ashington column, d is tribu ted  
by the Bell Syndicate, and oc­
casionally published by the W ash­
ington E ven ing S ta r, reveals a 
chapter o f book suppression in 
th is  country, qu ite  unknown to 
the mass o f the in te llig e n ts ia . The 
book suppressed is S ta lin , an A p ­
pra isa l O f The M an and H is In ­
fluence, by the la te  Leon T ro tsky . 
I t  was prin ted by its  publishers, 
H a rpe r and B rothers, hut w ith ­
draw n by them p r io r  to  public 
sale la te  in 1941. The publishers 
gave as the reason fo r w ith ­
d raw a l ‘a concern fo r the w o rk ’s 
adverse effect, on in te rna tiona l 
re la tions,’ says M rs. Lom bard, 
and ‘ the L ib ra ry  o f Congress, in 
compliance w ith  the pub lisher’s 
request, w ithdrew  from  public 
c ircu la tion  the tw o copyrigh t 
copies which had been deposited 
w ith  i t . ’

“ But the L ib ra ry  o f Congress 
is even chary o f le tt in g  i t  go 
free ly  and w ith o u t s tr in g s  in to  
the hands o f members o f Con­
gress. ‘When the book is delivered 
in compliance w ith  a Congres­
sional demand,’ says M rs. Lom ­
bard. ‘ the le tte r tha t accompanies 
it  requests th a t i t  be re turned to 
a p a rticu la r o ff ic ia l o f the lib ra ry  
and states tha t the State D epa rt­
ment is in terested in the m atter.

“  ‘One member o f Congress was 
asked not to let the book get out 
o f his hands nor to pe rm it it to 
be examined by any other 
person. . . . S tate Departm ent o f­
fic ia ls have made in fo rm a l sug­
gestions tha t any quotation from  
(he book would be ha rm fu l to 
S oviet-Am erican re la tions. . . ”

m iners’ wages and lengthen challenge a t the ca p ita lis t ru lers.
w o rk ing  hours in o rder to  m a in ­
ta in  p ro fits  a t  the  custom ary 
level.

Between 1914 and 1924, the 
owners had made to ta l p ro fits  o f 
about $2,000,000,000 on a cap ita l 
o f app rox im a te ly ' $675,000,000.
The wages o f the  m iners, how­
ever, According to  a rep o rt o f the 
Coal Commission in  1925, aver­
aged on ly $12.12 per week fo r  
the whole cou n try  and in  some 
d is tr ic ts  were as low  as $9.90.

R E F U S E  W A G E  CUT

The m iners refused to  accept 
any reduction o f these a lready 
inadequate pittances. I f  the mines 
could not be operated under p r i­
vate ownership so as to  a ffo rd  a 
l iv in g  wage to the men who did 
the w ork, then they should be 
nationalized, the m iners declared.
Stanley. Ba ldw in , the B rit is h  
prim e m in is te r, and h im se lf a 
w ea lthy c a p ita lis t rep lied th a t 
“ a ll wages must come down.”  A ll 
the B ritish  workers, inc lud ing the 
m iners, in te rp re ted  th is  as a dec­
la ra tio n  o f w a r on th e ir  already 
m iserab ly low liv in g  standards.

The B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  were 
no t ready fo r  a showdown f ig h t 
w ith  the w orkers  in  1925. They 
realized, however, th a t i f  they 
attacked the m iners ’ wages, they 
would have to face ju s t such a 
strugg le , fo r  the  en tire  trade un­
ion movem ent had declared its  
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the m iners. Need-’ 
ing  tim e to  prepare, the B a ldw in  
governm ent granted a subsidy to 
the m ine owners, a llow in g  wages 
to rem ain unchanged u n t il A p r i l 
30, 1926. When the subsidy ex­
pired, the coal owners denounced 
th e ir  contracts w ith  the m iners ’ 
union and posted wage reduction 
notices a t the pit-heads. The 
wage reductions, plus an increase 
in w o rk in g  hours fro m  seven to 
e igh t per day, were to take e f­
fec t im m edia te ly .

The m iners did not hesitate. On 
M ay 1, p its  th roughou t the leng th 
and breadth o f the coun try  were 
idle. The same day, a con fe r­
ence o f trade union executives 
m et in  London and fo rm a lly  ap­
proved a proposal o f the General 
Council o f the Trades U nion

T his  was no s im ple economic 
s trugg le , b u t a p o lit ic a l s trugg le  
in  which the tw o m ain classes o f 
society, the woi'kers and the capi­
ta lis ts , were lined up aga inst 
each o ther fo r  ba ttle . The Bald­
w in  governm ent m o b i 1 iz e d 
troops and special police and ap­
pealed over the rad io fo r '  scabs 
to  break the s tr ike . B u t nobody 
heeded the appeal. The w orkers 
rem ained solid. They realized 
th e ir  tremendous power. N o th in g  
could in tim id a te  them.

T h is  was no t the case w ith  
th e ir  conservative leaders in 
both the Trades U n ion Congress 
and the Labor P a rty  who fro m  
the beg inn ing stra ined every 
nerve to  avoid the s tr ik e  and 
were now p lo tt in g  to  squelch it.- 
R e luc tan tly , aga inst th e ir  own 
desires, the treacherous labor 
bureaucrats had been compelled 
to summon the en tire  w o rk ing  
class to  action, because o f the 
pow erfu l rank-and-file  pressure. 
B u t no sooner did the s tr ik e  com­
mence than they began conspir­
in g  aga inst it.

A  general s tr ik e  im m edia te ly 
poses the question o f who is to 
run the coun try . I t  is  prepara-

tion  fo r  a revo lu tiona ry  change 
o f the governm ent. The B r it is h  
ja b o r bureaucracy feared th e  
specter o f the w orkers ’ revo lu ­
tion . They were as panic-stricken 
by the s tr ik e  as the Tories.

A f te r  numerous backsta irs  con­
ferences w ith  Ba ldw in , C hurch ill 
and o the r T o ry  o ffic ia ls , the la ­
bor bureaucrats o f the General 
hu n c il o f the Trades Union Con­

gress on M ay 12 called o f f  the 
s tr ike  uncond itiona lly  w ith o u t 
consu lting  the rank-and-file . The 
s tr ik in g  w orkers, who stood so­
lid ly  on th e ir  re fusa l to accept 
any wage-cuts o r leng then ing o f 
hours, were stunned. They could 
scarcely believe i t  had happened. 
I t  was th is  act o f treachery th a t 
broke the s tr ike . The w orkers 
could no t bu ild  up a new leader­
ship r ig h t  in  the m ids t o f the 
strugg le . G radua lly  they d r ifte d  
back to w ork. The union o ffic ia ls  
thereupon signed new wage agree­
ments which accepted the wage

the p rinc ip a l in d u s tr ia l centers, 
w h ile  dem onstrations o f so lida r­
ity  w ith  the B r it is h  s tr ik e rs  were 
ta k in g  place a ll over the  land. 
Soviet m iners resolved to  c o n tri­
bute as much as tw o  days’ wages. 
Len ingrad  m eta l w o rkors  decided 
to w o rk  2 hrs. overtim e fo r  sev­
era l days and send the e x tra  mo­
ney to th e ir  B r it is h  comrades« 
Theaters gave benefit pe rfo rm ­
ances. Soviet newspapers opened 
special funds. The Soviet cooper­
atives sent a la rge  con tribu tion .

Soviet seamen, dockers and 
transp o rt w orkers established a 
complete boycott o f B r it is h  ships 
in Soviet ports. A l l  Soviet ships 
bound fo r  Eng land were in s tru c t­
ed to  jo in  the s tr ik e  as soon as 
they entered a B r it is h  p o rt and 
to  p e rm it load ing  o r un loading o f 
th e ir  cargoes on ly  w ith  the  con­
sent o f the B r it is h  General Coun­
c il. The Red- In te rn a tio n a l o f 
Labor Unions and the Com m un­
is t In te rn a tio n a l, a t th a t tim e  n o t

slashes demanded by the em ploy- , ye t com plete ly dom inated by
S ta lin , procla im ed th e ir  so lida r­
ity  w ith  the B r it is h  w orkers and 
organized w ha t assistance the y  
could.

Trade U nions in  A m erica , 
th rou gh ou t Europe, in  A s ia , in  
A fr ic a  and in  the  Antipodes acted 
in s o lid a rity . The w orkers  in  co l­
onia l Ind ia  moved to  preven t the 
bunke ring  o f B r it is h  ships. The 
Federation o f T rade U nions in  
Japan telegraphed th e ir  so lida r­
i ty  and collected funds fo r  s tr ik e  
re lie f. Korean w orkers  d id  the  
same. In  A u s tra lia , m iners, ra i l-  
waym en and o ther tra n s p o rt 
w orkers declared an em bargo 
aga inst coal fo r  B r ita in .

N o th in g  like  th is  had ever been 
seen in the whole h is to ry  o f 
w orking-class s trugg le . Here, in ­
deed, was liv in g  tes tim ony to the 
in te rna tiona l cha racte r o f the  
class s trugg le , evidence o f the 
so lid a rity  o f the w orkers o f a l l 
lands. I f  today the m em ory o f 
the B rit is h  General S trike  hangs 
over B r ita in ’s coal fields, i t  may 
w e ll be taken as a p o rte n t o f the 
approaching revo lu tiona ry  storm . 
In 1926, the B r it is h  w orkers te s t­
ed th e ir  massive power and had 
a b r ie f v is ion o f v ic to ry  over 
th e ir  exp lo ite rs . N e x t tim e  they 
w ill w in.

ers. The m iners held ou t a w h ile  
longer. Then i t  was a ll over. The 
B r it is h  w orkers  were no t de feat­
ed in  ba ttle . They were stabbed 
in  the back by th e ir  own leaders.

The General S trike  o f 1926 was 
note w o rth y , no t alone fo r  the fa c t 
th a t i t  was a m ig h ty  dem onstra­
tion  o f the power o f the B r it is h  
w orkers, b u t also because i t  evg- 
ked dem onstrations o f in te rna ­
tion a l w ork ing-c lass s o lid a rity  on 
a scale w h ich had never been 
seen before.

In  the van o f th is  dem onstra­
tion  o f s o lid a rity  w ith  the s t r ik ­
in g  B r it is h  workers stood the 
p ro le ta r ia t o f the Soviet Union. 
The Soviet workers had not fo r ­
go tten th a t on ly s ix  years before, 
in  1920', the B r it is h  working-class 
had acted s w ift ly  and v igorously  
to blow up thd plans o f the B r i t ­
ish im p e ria lis ts  fo r  armed in te r ­
vention against the w orkers ’ 
state. “ We w il l  pay back our 
debt a hundred fo ld ,”  the Len in ­
grad Council o f T rade Unions 
declared. And they did.

The Centra l Council o f Russ­
ian Trade U nions decided upon a 
general levy o f a qu a rte r o f a 
day ’s pay. Even before th is  deci­
sion was taken, however, collec­
tions were being taken up in  a ll

Farm Capitalists Lead 
Persecution Of Nisei

By C. Roberts
The N isei Japancse-Am ericans 

are one o f the casualties o f the 
second w orld  war. Uprooted as a 
resu lt o f the war, they face the 
task o f a ttem p ting  to re in teg ra te  
themselves am id a ll sorts  o f 
opposition and h o s tility . The main 
concentration o f the Japanese in 
Am erican economic li fe  was in 
the a g ric u ltu ra l fie ld, in  the so- 
called "s too p ing ”  types o f tru ck  
fa rm in g , which requires back­
b reaking hand labor in  the fields. 
They also engaged in  peddling 
f ru it ,  vegetables and flow ers  in  
com petition w ith  w h ite  merchants.

In Detroit, Mich.
You can get 

T H E  M IL IT A N T  
a t the

F A M IL Y  T H E A T R E  
N E W S S T A N D  

opposite the theatre

Frederick Wakeman
F rederick  W akem an, a b ig  ad ve rtis ing  man, au tho r o f 

the recent novel “ Shore Leave” , was a lieu te nan t in  the U . S. 
N avy. He was discharged la s t June fo r  m edical reasons a fte r  
a year o f active du ty  in  the South P ac ific . He gave the fo l­
low ing  in te rv ie w  to  a PM rep o rte r, quoted in  PM  o f A p r i l  9:

“ I  don’t  th in k  the average guy in  service does much th in k ­
ing  about po litica l th ings. He’s so removed. He does n o t have 
the fee ling  th a t the w ar is a crusade between r ig h t  and w rong. 
Remember, he’s essentia lly  d ra fte d  aga inst h is w ill.  He feels 
th a t no good w il l  come ou t o f th is  w a r.

“ I t  isn ’t like  the f i r s t  W orld  W ar, when the one-syllable 
ideas were drummed in to  us. A l l  you ge t now are tenuous, com­
plicated, laborious explanations th a t th is  is  one w o rld , thanks 
to the a irp lane . The f ig h t in g  man hears a lo t  o f th is  s tu ff,  
and i t ’s ju s t s tu f f  to  h im .

“ The enm ities be ing b u ilt  up in  th is  w a r w i l l  pay o f f  p rob­
ab ly  in  another w a r. I  don’t  see how E ng land  and A m erica, 
fo r  example, can adopt a po licy o f no bloodshed and the  Rus­
sians one o f un lim ited  bloodshed, w ith o u t hav ing  th in g s  come 
to a c lash ing po in t. Look a t the casualty lis ts . I ’m t r y in g  now 
to th in k  as a Russian— ‘those so-and-so’s made the w a r, and 
we’ve los t 15,000,000 men.’ There— there ’s one o f the seeds o f 
d isu n ity  a f te r  the w a r.”

Asked w h a t'm ig h t be done to na rrow  the g u lf  between the 
servicemen and c iv ilia n , W akem an said, no t too en thusiastic­
a lly , “ B y  the r ig h t  k ind  o f propaganda, I  suppose you m ig h t 
make them understand th a t th e y ’re a ll in  the same boat. . . 
f irs t, make i t  s im ple, second, say i t  o ften . B u t the f ig h t in g  guy 
is a special k ind  o f guy. N o t the guy in  Camp D ix , bu t the 
f ig h t in g  guy. He th in ks  he’s special to  the po in t where he 
wants special favo rs . . .

' ‘ I am not op tim is tic  about w ha t’s go ing to happen a fte r  
the w ar. O ur on ly hope lies in  economic conditions which w ill 
pe rm it these guys to  be somebodies. I f  the y ’re d issatis fied , i f  
they 're  th row n  in to  the apple-peddling stage, the y ’re go ing to  
th row  th e ir  weight around. I f  the re tu rn in g  sold ier becomes a 
nobody, he’s going to be a sucker fo r  a ll kinds o f in to lerances.

“ Y'ou feel the undercurren ts now. People in New  Y o rk  
don’t  like  refugees., People in  Chicago don’t  lik e  Jews. G ive 
the rabble rousers a chance to p lay  on these la te n t fee lings, 
together w ith  e igh t to  ten m illio n  vote rs made to  fee l like  
nobodies, and you can have a he lluva th in g .”

The PM rep o rte r asked i f  W akem an couldn’t  suggest some­
th in g  th a t m ig h t be done to  preven t the f ig h t in g  men fro m  
fee ling  lik e  nobodies, to  make them  fee l th a t they are f ig h t in g  
fo r  som eth ing w o rth w h ile .

“ I  don’t  know how to  do i t , ”  he rep lied. “ A l l  I  know is how 
people react under ce rta in  conditions.”

I t  is the w h ite  a g r ic u ltu ra l 
cap ita lis ts  who are in the leader­
sh ip  o f the movement opposing 
the re tu rn  o f the internees.

A  few  m onths a f te r  Pearl 
H a rbo r the a rm y carried  th rough 
an exclusion order, fo r  “ m il ita ry  
reasons.”  A l l  persons o f Japanese 
b ir th  o r descent were ordered out 
o f the coastal areas. The evacuees 
were forced to  liqu ida te  th e ir  
hold ings. P rop e rty  had to be sold 
or leased a t sacrifice rates. T h is  
also applied to autom obiles and 
o ther personal belongings. The 
present C a lifo rn ia  law  p roh ib its  
ownership o f land by  fo re ign  born 
Japanese and those in e lig ib le  fo r  
c itizensh ip. M any alien Japanese 
owned p ro pe rty  th rough the 
medium o f second parties. These 
aliens were p a rtic u la r ly  hard h it. 
The same process took place in 
the fish ing in d u s try  in w h ich 
liqu ida tion  was carried out .under 
the eyes o f m il ita ry  and naval 
au thorities .

R E L O C A T IO N  CE N TE R S

112,000 evacuees were shipped 
to  U tah , Colorado and ad jo in ing  
states to  relocation centers. These 
centers were set up a rm y  style, 
w ith  long row s o f barracks, 
communal messrooms, etc. The 
fo re ign  born Japanese or those 
suspected o f m a in ta in in g  lo y a lty  
to Japan were sent to  centers 
which were ac tu a lly  prison camps, 
w ith  barbed w ire  res tr ic tio ns  and 
a rm y  guards. In  the in te rnm ent 
camps the internees w ork  a t 
gardening and o ther handwork 
industries a t very low  wages.

M ost o f them  w an t to leave 
the camps— but fo r  th is  they m ust 
have the perm ission o f the W ar 
Relocation A u th o r ity . To ge t per­
m ission they m ust s a tis fy  the 
au thorities  on tw o points. F irs t, 
o f th e ir  lo y a lty  to  the U n ited 
States (w h ich rests m a in ly  upon 
the judgm en t o f this au tho ritie s ) 
and second, on “ p roo f o f su f­
fic ien t economic resources or 
money earn ing a b ili ty  to guaran- 
tse th a t they w il l  no t become a 
public charge.”  O nly those w ith  
bank accounts or those w iih  jobs 
obtained through one o f the gov­
ernm ent em ploym ent boards can 
leave the camps. About. 20,000 
have been able to fu lf i l l  these 
requirem ents. They have fo r  the 
most p a rt settled on the eastern 
slopes o f the Rockies engaging 
in  the one m a jo r in dus try  open to 
them, fa rm in g . The o ther 90,000 
are destined to rem ain in con­
finement. fo r  the du ra tio n ..............

D isc rim in a to ry  practices before 
the w a r kep t even the educated 
Japanese-Americans fro m  w o rk  
in  in d u s try  o r the  m ore sk illed  
trades. T h is  was the m ain reason

fo r  th e ir  concentra tion in  fa rm ­
in g  and fish ing . W ith  the w a r 
shortage o f sk illed  and pro fes­
sional men, those N ise i w ith  
previous t ra in in g  have been able 
to obta in  jobs th a t would release 
them  fro m  the camps— b u t th is  
applied to the exceptional few .

D A R K  PROSPECT

The im m edia te prospect fo r  
the Japanese-Americans is a da rk  
one. Everyw here they tu rn , th e y  
face pre jud ice and opposition . 
T h is  pre jud ice has increased w ith  
the w a r and is now being ex­
ploited to  prevent re in te g ra tio n  
o f th is  dispossessed people. A  
move is now on fo o t in  C a lifo rn ia  
to extend the p ro pe rty  ow nership 
re s tr ic tio n  laws to  “ persons o f 
Japanese ancestry o r who owe any 
fo re ign  allegiance.”  In  U tah , 
where most o f the freed internees 
are concentrated, s im ila r  moves 
are under way. The N ise i are 
faced w ith  the same problems o f 
d isc rim ina tion  as o ther m in o r ity  
groups but in aggravated fo rm . 
T h e ir few numbers and the e f­
fectiveness o f the war propaganda 
th a t the Japanese are “ n o t 
hum an”  renders them p a r tic u la r ly  
vulnerable to persecution.

O rgan iza tion  o f a so rt has been 
the resu lt o f confinem ent in  the  
camps. The internees exercise a 
sm all measure o f se lf governm ent 
which is devoted m a in ly  to  ob­
ta in in g  a few  im provem ents in  
th e ir  conditions. The internees in  
Tule lake s truck  b r ie f ly  la s t year 
because o f bad food and the  
severe res tric tions  imposed upon 
them by the camp au tho rities . A t  
Granada, Colorado, the occupants 
presentsd«a l is t  o f eleven demands 
to  the W a r Relocation A u th o r ity .  
Some o f the po in ts were— equal 
op p o rtu n ity  fo r  service in  the 
a rm y w ith o u t d isc rim in a tio n  o r 
segregation, the r ig h t  to  tra v e l 
anywhere in the coun try  w ith o u t 
res tric tio n , equal c itizensh ip  and 
vo tin g  r ig h ts  w ith  a l l o ther 
Am ericans, adequate resettlem ent 
procedures a fte r  the w ar and a rm y 
pay rates fo r  internees.

NOTICE
Toledo Branch, SYVT, is  in  
need o f a ty p e w rite r . A n y ­
one who can g ive  o r Joan 
one, p l e a s e  communicate 
w ith

M . IN G E R S O LL 
212 Roi Davis B ldg.

905 Jeffe rson Avenue 
Toledo 2, Ohio
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•‘ L A B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  C A N ­
N O T  E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H E R E  
L A B O R  W IT H  A B L A C K  S K IN  IS  
B R A N D E D ” —  K A R L  M A R X .

T h e

Negro S truggle
_______ By Charles Jackson

Government Policy On Racial Equality
The House M il ita ry  A ffa irs  sub­

com m ittee, liea;le l by Rep. Carl 
T. D urtree, N o rth  C arolina De­
m ocrat, makes the accusation 
th a t the pam phlet “ Races of M an­
k in d ”  is spreading “ com m unist 
propaganda.”  T  h e com m ittee 
bases its  charge on the fac t tha t 
the pam phlet explodes the m yth  
th a t one group o f people is au to­
m a tica lly  superio r in  a b ili ty  over 
another group s im p ly  because of 
s k in  color or o ther ra c ia l char­
acteristics. The pam phlet proves 
th a t the opportun ities  fo r  devel­
opment of the m ind, the condi­
t io n  o f health  and home sur­
roundings, etc. are, in  rea lity , 
the im p o rtan t factors th a t mold 
a “supe rio r”  person. These fac­
tors, of course, are a l l m an ifesta­
tions o f the  person's economic 
Status. F o r example, the pamph­
le t shows th a t a poor Southern 
ru ra l w h ite  m ay prove “ in fe r io r”  
in  in te lligence tests to a N o rth ­
ern Negro raised In  a large c ity  
under be tte r economic conditions.

55,000 copies o f th is  pam phlet 
were purchased fo r  an a rm y o r i­
en ta tion  course. The d is tr ib u tio n  
o f the pam phlet, however, was 
ab rup tly  stopped by the reaction­
a ry  officers’ caste on the ground 
th a t the pam phlet was “ too con­
trove rs ia l.”  The House M il ita ry  
A ffa irs  subcommittee objects to 
th is  sc ien tific  book being read by 
soldiers. They brand i t  as “ com­
m un is tic .”

In  th is  instance, the destiny o f 
cap ita lism  and rac ia l hatreds are 
exposed to be so lid ly  bound to 
each other. F irs t,  i t  is  in te res t­
in g  to observe th a t th is  pamph­
le t, w r itte n  by scientists, a fte r 
dem onstra ting the foolishness of 
the  “ w h ite  supremacy”  fable, 
comes to the conclusion th a t the 
w ay to defeat the forces th a t 
foster such a po licy  is  to tone 
down any active fig h t on A m e ri­
can cap ita lism  (w ith  its  po licy of 
segregation in  the A rm y, Navy 
and the indus tries ) and to 
u n ite  w ith  the same cap ita lis ts  to 
¡beat H it le r ,  the advocate of 
“ A ry a n ”  supe rio rity .

I f  the authors of th is  pam phlet 
knew as much about socia l forces 
as they do about anthropology, 
they would rea lize than  when the 
German workers overthrow ' H it le r

they w i l l  also th row  ou t the w in ­
dow his “ m aster race”  ideology 
w h ich  represents in  th e ir  m inds 
an in te g ra l pa rt o f the ro tten  fas­
c is t regim e w h ich  has brought 
them  no th ing  b u t slavery, su ffe r­
in g  and death.

The s ign ifican t po in t however 
is  th is : the M il ita ry  A ffa irs  sub­
com m ittee, representing Am erican 
cap ita lism , -(w h ich  is su re ly  in ­
terested in  w in n in g  th is  w a r in  
order to exp lo it a la rge r slice 
of the w o rld ’s resources and la­
bor) lashes ou t w ith  fa m ilia r  red­
ba itin g  tactics a t a pam phlet th a t 
teaehes ra c ia l equa lity  despite 
the fac t tha t th is  pam phlet urges 
support of the war.

T h is  can mean on ly  one th in g  
—  th a t A m erican cap ita lism  is 
m aking  known to a ll libera ls , pus­
sy-footers and o ther people of 
“ good-w ill”  the fac t th a t i t  does 
no t w ant the m y th  of w h ite  su­
prem acy exploded by scientific 
tru ths .

The red-ba iting tactics of the 
com m ittee p la in ly  im p ly  th a t a ll 
who preach rac ia l equa lity  are 
au tom atica lly  "com m unists”  in  
the sense th a t they are opposed 
to “ our fo rm  of governm ent.”  In  
effect, the Congressional lackey« 
of B ig  Business declare th a t they 
do no t in tend  to to le rate an y  du ll-, 
in g  o f the edge o f the vicious 
weapon of race pre jud ice even 
though Am erican cap ita lism  is 
engaged a t the present tim e In  a 
li fe  and death strugg le w ith  an­
other im p e ria lis tic  power.

T h is  case is bu t one example of 
a well-defined po licy  of the U. S, 
governm ent in  regard to tre a t­
m ent of the Negro people. They 
do no t in tend  to give us our 
equa lity  because they w ant to 
keep the workers divided. No one 
free ly  gives up a method th a t has 
repeatedly proved pro fitable to 
h im .

I t  a ll boils down to th is : I f  you 
are fo r  cap ita lism  you are sup­
p o rtin g  a system th a t breeds ra ­
c ia l b ig o try  and oppression; i f  
you are fo r  ra c ia l equa lity  you 
can realize your aim  o n ly  by a lly ­
in g  you rse lf w ith  cap ita lism ’s 
on ly genuine enemy, revo lu tion ­
a ry  socialism. W h ich  side are 
y o u p iy fe n d  w hat are you doing 
about it?

PIO NEER PARAGRAPHS

ON THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 
IMPERIALISM AND ITS WARS

’Im p e r ia lis t w a r is the  continua­
tion  and sharpening o f the p re ­
da to ry  po litics  o f the bourgeoisie. 
The s trugg le  o f the p ro le ta ria t 
aga inst w a r is the continuation  
and sharpening o f its  class s tru g ­
gle. The beginn ing o f w ar a lte rs  
the s itua tion  and p a r tia lly  the 
means o f s tru g g le  between the 
classes, but no t the aim  and basic 
course.

The im p e ria lis t bourgeoisie do­
m inates the world . In' its  basic 
character the approaching w ar 
w i l l  there fore be an im p e ria lis t 
w ar. The fundam ental content of 
the po litics  of the in te rna tiona l 
p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  consequently be a 
strugg le against im peria lism  and 
its  w a r . . .

B u t no t a l l countries of the 
w o rld  are im p e ria lis t countries. 
On the  con tra ry  the m a jo r ity  are 
v ic tim s  o f im peria lism . Some of 
the colon ia l or sem i-colonial coun­
tr ie s  w i l l  undoubtedly a ttem pt to 
u tiliz e  the w ar in  order to cast 
o ff  the yoke of slavery. T h e ir 
w a r w i l l  be no t im p e ria lis t bu t 
libe ra ting . I t  w i l l  be the du ty 
o f the in te rna tiona l p ro le ta ria t to 
aid the oppressed countries in  
w a r against oppressors. The same 
du ty  applies in  regard to  a id in g  the 
U.S.S.R., o r whatever o ther w o rk­
ers’ governm ent m ig h t arise be­
fore the w ar o r d u rin g  the war. 
The defeat of every im p e ria lis t 
governm ent in  the strugg le w ith  

•the w orkers ’ state or w ith  a col­
on ia l coun try  is the lesser evil.

The w orkers o f im p e ria lis t 
countries, however, cannot help 
an a n ti- im p e ria lis t c o u n t r y  
th rough  th e ir  own government,

Warren K. Billings Calls On A ll Workers 
For United Action To Free The Eighteen

Novack, Billings Speak 
For CRDC In California

(Continued from page 1)

no m a tte r w hat m ig h t be the d ip ­
lom a tic  and m il ita ry  re la tions be­
tween the two countries a t a g iv ­
en moment. I f  the governments 
find themselves in  tem porary and, 
by very  essence of the m atter, 
unre liab le  alliance, then the pro­
le ta r ia t o f the im p e ria lis t cou n try  1 
continues to rem ain in  class op­
position to its  own governm ent 
and supports the non-im peria lis t 
“ a l ly ”  through its  own methods, 
i. e., through the methods of the 
in te rna tiona l class strugg le . . .

in  supporting  the colon ia l coun­
t r y  o r the U.S.S.R. in  a war, tlie  
p ro le ta ria t does not in  the s lig h t­
est degree so lidarize e ither w ith  
the bourgeois governm ent of the 
colon ia l coun try  o r w ith  the 
T herm ido rian  bureaucracy of the 
U.S.S.R. On the con tra ry  i t  m ain­
ta ins fu l l  p o lit ic a l independence 
from  the one as from  the other. 
G iv in g  aid in  a ju s t and progress­
ive war, the revo lu tiona ry  p ro le t­
a r ia t w ins the sym pathy of the 
workers in  the colonies and in 
the U.S.S.R., strengthens there 
the a u th o rity  and in fluence o f the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l,! and in ­
creases its  a b ility  to help over­
th row  the bourgeois governm ent 
in  the colon ia l country , the re­
actiona ry  bureaucracy in  the 
U.S.S.R.

th is  la w  as long as i t  is  on the 
books. N o t on ly  is the cons titu ­
t io n a lity  o f the law  in  question, 
bu t also its  app lica tion  to  th is  
Case. I t  was used by the  adm in­
is tra tio n  to in tervene in  a labor 
d ispute in  paym ent o f a po litica l 
debt.”

Joseph James, president o f  the 
San Francisco N a tiona l Associa­
t io n  fo r  the Advancem ent o f Col­
ored People, and m il ita n t  leader

(From “The Founding Con­
ference of the Fourth Interna­
tional,” published by Socialist 
Workers Party, 1939; pp. 35-37. 
128 pages, 25c. Order from Pion­
eer Publishers, 116 University 
Place, N. Y. 3, N. Y .)
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TOM  M O O N E Y

o f the fig h t in  th is  area against 
d isc r im in a to ry  practices in  the 
unions, po in ted out the danger o f 
the prosecution o f the T ro tsky is ts  
to  the negro w orkers. “ I  am 
personally in terested in  th is  
case. Support o f the M inneapolis 
Team ster Leaders is a necessary 
p a rt o f the  s o lid a rity  o f the 
w o rk ing  people, especia lly the 
negro people. The Gag La w  is a 
danger, a rea l danger to  the negro 
people. We know, in  cases like  
th is , th a t a th re a t to  one section 
o f the w orkers is a th re a t to  a ll. 
Issues lik e  th is  transcend a ll p a r­
tisa n  positions.”

O V A T IO N  FO R  B IL L IN G S
W arren  K . B illin g s  received an 

ovation fro m  the audience when 
he po in ted ou t the s im ila r ity  be- 
t w e e n  the M ooney-B illings 
fram eup and the fram eup o f the 
18. (E xce rp ts  fro m  h is speech 
p rin ted  on page 5 o f th is  issue).

George Novack, in  h is speech, 
pointed ou t “ Jus t as in  the la s t 
w a r San Francisco became n o to r­
ious as a scene o f the  Mooney- 
B illin g s  fram eup, so M inneapolis 
w i l l  be remembered as the place 
o f the fram eup o f the 18 T ro t­
s ky is t leaders. They were im p r i­
soned so le ly fo r  th e ir  w o rk in g  
class and soc ia lis t ideas. They

W arren  K . B illin g s , fram ed w ith  Tom Mooney in  1916, spent!*)' 
tw e n ty -th re e  years in  ja i l .  B illin g s , M ooney and several others were 
accused o f resp on s ib ility  fo r  an explosion which k ille d  ten specta­
to rs  d u rin g  the 1916 “ preparedness parade”  in  San Francisco. 
P r io r  even to  the in ves tig a tion  o f the crim e, the d is tr ic t  a tto rn ey  
p u b lic ly  stated th a t the persons to  be convicted were Mooney and 
h is  associates. Mooney, B illin g s  and a num ber o f o ther m il ita n t 
labo r organ izers had earned the undy ing  ha tred o f the San Francisco 
open shoppers by th e ir  m il ita n t  labo r ac tiv ities .

B illin g s  was the f irs t  to  be convicted. He was found g u ilty  on 
the tes tim ony o f a known th ie f who repud iated his own s to ry  a 
few  years la te r. In  sp ite  o f the  admission o f p e r ju ry  on the  p a rt 
o f th is  m ain w itness, B illin g s  rem ained in  prison u n t il he and 
Mooney were f in a lly  pardoned by the governor o f C a lifo rn ia  in  
1939.

Since his release, B illin g s  has devoted h is tim e  to  f ig h tin g  
fo r  the freedom  o f o ther labo r prisoners fram ed by  c a p ita lis t 
courts. He is a member' o f the N a tion a l Com m ittee o f the C iv il 
R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee and in the fo re fro n t o f the f ig h t to  free  
the 18 M inneapo lis prisoners.

[R eprin ted below are excerpts fro m  the ' speech delivered by 
W arren  K . B illin g s  on the M inneapo lis case, a t the C iv il R igh ts  
Defense Com m ittee m eeting in  San F rancisco M ay 3, 1944.]

“ The best figh te rs  fo r  the w o rk ing  class have been subjected 
to fram eups by the ca p ita lis t class and its  agents. T h is  is ce rta in ly  
true  o f the 18 in the M inneapolis case. We can see c learly  th rough  
th a t fram eup.

“ A l l  these fram eups fo llo w  a s im ila r  pa tte rn . Jus t as in  the 
case o f Mooney and B illin g s , ju s t as in the case o f Sacco and 
V ande tti, and ju s t  as in the case o f the seamen, K in g , Connor 
and Ramsay here on the W est Coast, these men were no t prosecuted 
fo r  any crim es they have com m itted n o r fo r  any acts aga inst the 
governm ent bu t fo r  th e ir  m il ita n t  trade  un ion ac tiv itie s . These 
men were leaders and members o f m il ita n t  trade  unions— th a t is 
the  rea l reason w hy they were fram ed.

“ We ought to rem em ber th a t there is no t on ly  the case o f these 
18 b u t also th a t o f K e lly  Postal, the S ecre tary-T reasurer o f Local 
544-CIO, who is serv ing  tim e  in  S tillw a te r S tate P en iten tia ry  on 
the charge o f “ embezzlement.”  A l l  Postal d id  was tra n s fe r the funds 
o f h is union from  the A F L  to  the C IO  when the  members decided 
to  go over to  the m ore progressive C IO  union. He did  no t use a 
penny fo r  h im se lf but was ra ilroaded to  ja i l  s im p ly  because he 
carried out the w ill o f  his union. A l l  fram eups are ro tten  but th is  
is even more ro tten  than any o ther in  the past.

“ The prosecution o f these 18 was a p a r t o f the  d rive  by the 
enemies o f organized labo r to  g e t r id  o f the m ost m il ita n t  trade 
union elements in  p repa ra tion  fo r  the w a r. Jus t as in  the  f irs t  
w o rld  w a r the forces o f organized cap ita l were determ ined to  fram e 
up the m ost m il ita n t  un ion is ts  like  Mooney and m yse lf here in  
C a lifo rn ia , so w ith  the approach o f the second w o rld  w a r they  set 
out to  fram e  up the  M inneapo lis team ste r leaders.

"T h is  is an a ttack  upon the e n tire  labor movem ent and i t  m ust 
be met w ith  the un ited action o f a ll labor. T ha t is why it. is  so 
im p o rta n t fo r  every class conscious w o rke r to  f ig h t fo r  the freedom 
o f the 18 and fo r  the repeal o f the S m ith  “ Gag”  A c t.

w i l l  be vind ica ted by th a t power­
fu l g ia n t —  the  A m erican Labor 
M ovem ent.”

One w o rke r pledged $5 a week 
to the  Com m ittee in  the collec­
tio n  taken up a t the end o f the 
m eeting. A lso  presented tog th e r 
w ith  an endorsement fo r  the 
CRDC was a donation o f $25 
fro m  Local 262, U n ited  F u rn i­
tu re  W orkers, CIO.

On Sunday evening, A p r i l  30th, 
a t a social o f the  San Francisco 
B ranch o f the CRDC, Novack to ld  
o f his v is i t  to  the  14 prisoners a t 
Sandstone P en ite n tia ry  and o f the 
success o f his tou r. “ I  have now 
trave led clear across the con ti­
nent and in every c ity . I v is ited ,
I found a g ro w in g  support o f the 
M inneapolis Labor Case by the 
trade  union movement o f the 
country. There is developing a 
rea liza tion  th a t w ith  the offensive 
o f the labor haters ga in in g  pow­
er, the Sm ith  Gag A c t is a dan­
gerous weapon which can be used 
against Labor.”

“ I  w ant to  convey the warm 
thanks o f the prisoners to a ll 
friends o f our Com m ittee,”  he 
continued. “ When I saw the 14 
in  Sandstone, they to ld  me th a t 
the support o f th e ir  friends  on 
the outside is a source o f deep 
sa tis fac tion  and in sp ira tion  to 
them .”

Novack also addressed tw o 
s tuden t groups a t the U n iv e rs ity  
o f C a lifo rn ia  in  Berke ley; The 
Pub lic A f fa ir s  Com m ittee o f the 
Y W C A  and the Y M C A  Graduate 
D iscussion Club.

P E T IT IO N  C A M P A IG N

The local com m ittee o f CRDC 
is  now launch ing a d rive  fo r  1000 
signatures on the pe titions ca llin g  
on the president to pardon 
the 18.

Recent endorsements obtained 
by the local Com m ittee in  th is  
area are : A F L  M achin ists, Local 
68; P ile  D rive rs , Local 34; B rew ­
ers and M a lte rs , Local 7; CIO 
M achin ists, Local 1304, Oakland; 
T ex tile  W orkers, CIO, Local 71; 
M illin e ry  W orkers, A F L , Local 
40; Lodge 143, R a ilroad B ro th e r­
hood o f Locom otive, F irem en and 
E ng ineers; R a ilroad  W orkers 
Jo in t A c tio n  C om m ittee; W o rk ­
m en’s C irc le, W orkm en ’s Sick 
and Death Benefit Fund ; San 
Francisco N A A C P ; San F ra n ­
cisco Com m ittee A ga inst Segreg­
a tion  and D isc rim in a tion  and the 
Accion Democrats Española.

George Novack, Warren K. Billings, and John McKelvey of 
Machinist’s Union Local 68, AFL, as they discussed the fight to 
free .the 18, in San Francisco last week.

SHIPYARD WORKERS 
REJECT W A G E  PLA N
...JERSEY C IT Y . N. J. —  Mem b­
ers o f Local 16, CIO Ship B u ild ­
ers Union, rejected the new 
“ N a tiona l Wage P o licy ”  fo rm u l­
ated by the A tla n tic  Coast wage 
conference o f the 1U M SW A, held 
in Camden on A p r i l 19. The p ro­
posals fo rm u la ted  by the con fer­
ence w ill apply, i f  accepted by 
the locals, to  a ll union agree­
ments on the east coast and w ill 
extend the present contracts .un­
t i l  one yea r a fte r  the w ar, p ro v­
ided th e  sh ipbu ild ing  corpora t­
ions agree to  certa in  concessions 
such as severance pay, mechan­
ica l up -g rad ing  and group in s u r­
ance.

The top bureaucrats who fo rm ­
ulated th is  po licy are apparen tly  
more in terested in  keeping 
thousands o f new members on 
the dues check-o ff than in  f ig h t ­
in g  fo r  wage increases to  meet 
the rise in  the cost o f liv in g .

T h is  repud ia tion  by loca l 16 o f 
the treacherous policies o f the 
top un ion bureaucracy m arks the 
second m il ita n t  dem onstra tion of 
the Federal ship w orkers in  the 
la s t few  weeks.

A t  the previous membership 
m eeting, 700 members voted un ­
an im ously to  re jec t an average 
lc . pe r hour aw ard o f the W LB  
made in  se ttlem ent o f  rec lass if­
ica tion  demands subm itted one

The Militant
m ay now be purchased a t 

242 Broadw ay, San Diego, Cal.

Billions Handed to 
Wall Street Firms
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lib e ra l groups, as he has here­
to fore been one of th e ir  srtong- 
est backers in  the Senate.”

A s fo r  the o ther “ friends  o f 
la bo r”  in  the Senate, they were 
m ore considerate. They ju s t 
d idn ’t  show up when the b il l was 
voted on, thereby keeping th e ir  
“ labor record”  clear. “ When the 
showdown came,”  reports  PM, 
“ K ilg o re  was a lm ost alone, a n d , 
couldn’ t  even force a record vote 
so th a t constituents can te ll how 
th e ir  Senators voted.”  The Con­
tra c t T e rm ina tion  B il l was the 
product o f a yea r’s la bo r by the 
governm ent’s “ P ost-W ar "P lan­
n ing  Com m ittee,”  the p rim e  gov­
ernm ent agency dealing w ith  the 
problems o f “ post-w ar”  economy. 
I t  was so ran k  th a t even the 
hardened p o lit ic a l representa­
tives o f W a ll S tree t feared to 
place themselves on record w h e n 1 
they voted fo r  the b ill.

The rea l “ post-w ar”  p lan o f 
the c a p ita lis t ru lin g  class, as em­
bodied in  the G eorge-M urray b ill,  
is a plan fo r  fu r th e r  enrichm ent 
o f a hand fu l o f m onopolists a t 
the expense o f the overw helm ing 
m a jo r ity  o f the A m erican people. 
I t  is  a breadline plan fo r  the 
many, a caviar plan fo r  the few . 
I t  is a plan fo r  poverty, insecur­
ity  and hunger fo r  the masses 
and riches beyond the dreams o f 
avarice fo r  B ig  Business. I t  is 
no th ing  more nor less than the 
flow e rin g  o f the “ free enterprise 
system ”  under the ru le  o f mono­
poly cap ita lism ' —  E a rl B row der 
to the con tra ry  no tw iths tan d ing !

Labo r needs its  own p lan fo r  
the fu tu re . N o t one o f the 
thousands o f w indy  and m eaning­
less plans th a t are spawned by 
the jo u rn a lis ts , professors, “ la ­
bor statesm en,”  and libe ra ls , bu t 
a p lan th a t is embodied in  a po l­
it ic a l p rogram . A  program  tha t 
speaks fo r  the l i t t le  man. A 
program , i f  i t  is meant seriously, 
requires the in s tru m en t fo r  c a r­
ry in g  i t  to  f ru it io n  —  a p o litica l

year ago by  the local union. The 
same m otion contained a r id e r, 
also ove rw he lm ing ly  approved, 
to  g ive the  W L B  and the com­
pany 30 days’ notice fo r  a s tr ik e  
vote under the provis ions o f 
the S m ith-C onna liy  A c t. Both 
these decisions were brushed 
aside by the un ion N a tion a l O f­
fice ; the f i r s t  on the grounds 
th a t the local has no autonom y 
and the second as be ing con tra ry  
to CIO  and 1U M SW A po licy.

Concurrent w ith  these events, 
the Federal S h ipb u ild in g  Com ­
pany has in s titu te d  its  own cam­
pa ign aga inst the w orkers in an 
e f fo r t  to  provoke the m ilita n ts  
and have an excuse to  in s titu te  
wholesale fir in g s . In  the past few  
weeks ,the company has brazen ly 
refused to  ba rga in  on any fo rm  of 
grievance. T h is  po licy o f provoc­
ation was clim axed by the f ir in g  
o f a P o rt N ew ark shop steward 
fo r  a lleged ly th rea ten ing  a sub­
forem an. Two days o f fu t ile  
pleading w ith  the company ac­
complished no th ing. F in a lly  2000 
workers walked o f f  the job  in 
pro test. Several S ta lin is t finks 
made the rounds o f the yard d u r­
in g  (he day, pencil in  hand, to 
record the names and badge 
numbers o f a ll men and women 
who were expressing sym pathy 
w ith  the w a lkou t.

Canadian Workers 
Fight Ford Drive

(Continued fro m  page 1)

ber o f the locals pledged to  jo in  
the w a lkou t.

The f ig h tin g  mood o f the labor 
ran k  and file  can be gauged by 
the fa c t th a t tw o  CCF members 
o f the O n ta rio  P a rliam e n t and 
the M ayo r o f W indsor, also a 
CCF member, spoke to  a mass 
m eeting  o f the s tr ike rs , so lida riz - 
in g  themselves w ith  the  s tr ik e  
and u rg in g  the men to ho ld f irm . 
Even R. J. Thomas, In te rn a tio n a l 
U A W  President gave support to  
the s trike .

O rganized labor th roughou t 
Canada w e ll understood th a t the 
action o f the Ford  Company was 
a tes t case. T ha t is why they 
ra llie d  as one man behind the 
Ford s tr ike rs .

The unprecedented s o lid a rity  
o f the men produced resu lts . The 
union won a sm ashing v ic to ry . 
The s tr ik in g  w o rkers  voted to 
re tu rn  to  w o rk  on the basis o f the 
agreem ent worked ou t b y  the 
management and the un ion o f ­
fic ia ls . The agreem ent re insta ted 
the contract, cancelled a ll dem erit 
notices (handed ou t by the hun­
dreds before the “ ho liday” ) and 
re insta ted the fired  un ion men.

Tw o days la te r, on Wednesday, 
M ay 2, the Ford  w orkers  voted 
a t a huge mass m eeting to  s tr ik e  
again because the  decision o f the 
labo r board on grievance proce­
dure was in  the words o f Ray 
Eng land, P resident o f Local 200, 
“ c o n tra ry  to  and c e rta in ly  no t 
p a r t o f the a rrangem ent con­
cluded w ith  the un ion.’’

The union im m edia te ly  placed 
s trong  p icke t squads around the 
p lan t gates, and next day p re­
vented even M r. Campbell from  
en te ring  the p lan t.

party. With labor’s own pro­
gram and labor’s own political 
party there will be no need to 
depend on the perfidious “watch­
dogs” drawn from the camp of 
the enemy. Labor will be able to 
depend on its own political organ­
ization — the Labor Party.

10 Years Ago 
In The M ilitant

M AY 12, 1934
P IT T S B U R G H — In  an a rtic le  en titled  “ New Trends in  the  Trade 

U n ion M ovem ent,”  The M il ita n t  analyzed the g ro w in g  ra n k  and 
file  opposition in  the old  A F L  steel un ion to  the  serv ile  
bureaucra t “ G randm other”  M ike  T ighe. The ra n k  and file  
delegates took th in gs  over a t the  1934 convention o f the  
A m algam ated Association o f Iro n , Steel and T in  W orkers . 
U nder th is  pressure, the convention voted the  fo llo w in g  
demands:

1. Im m edia te  presenta tion o f demands to  the  stee l com­
panies fo r  union recogn ition  and substan tia l wage increases.

2. To give a ten-day u ltim a tum  to  steel corpora tions w ith  
prepa ra tion  fo r  a general s tr ik e  i f  the demands were no t 
granted.

The a rtic le  concluded, “ The trends which are now in  the 
m aking po in t tow a rd  a new stage o f m il ita n t un ionism .”

M IN N E A P O L IS — Three thousand tra n s p o rt workers- were o r­
gan iz ing  th e ir  forces to  f ig h t fo r  un ion recogn ition  in  the 
no to rious ly  open-shop tow n o f M inneapo lis. The cam paign, 
launched by the coal yard  w orkers, was reported in  The M i l i ­
ta n t : “ D u rin g  the  past several weeks w o rkers  have stream ed 
in to  General D riv e rs  U n ion  No. 574. . . The m onum ental de ta il 
w o rk , the research accomplished, the precise schedules draw n 
up, the m an ifo ld  demands fo rm u la ted  in  con junction  w ith  the 
continuous organ iza tion  cam paign, w i l l  stand as a m onum ent 
to  the union lo y a lty  and s in ce rity  o f the w orkers  who have 
taken the lead.”

N E W  Y O R K — James P. Cannon’s second a rtic le  on the Revolu­
t io n a ry  P o licy  Com m ittee, a le ft-w in g  g roup  w ith in  the Socia lis t 
P a rty , appeared in  the M il ita n t .  The decay o f cap ita lism , the  
be traya ls  o f S ta lin ism  and the Social-Dem ocracy, made 
inev itab le  the d is in te g ra tio n  o f old p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tions o f 
the w o rk in g  class. A  s ig n ifica n t expression o f the  w o rk e r’s 
search fo r  a new road to  the  so lu tion  o f th e ir  problem s, said 
Cannon, was “ the emergence o f the R evo lu tionary  P o licy  Com­
m ittee , w ith  its  s tra ig h t-o u t challenge to  the po licy  o f social 
re fo rm ism . W il l  i t  be able to  c a rry  ou t th is  challenge to  the 
end ? T ha t rem ains to  be seen. . . I f  the im p lica tion s  o f the 
f ir s t  decla ra tion  are developed to  th e ir  log ica l conclusions, the  
R.P.C. can become a ra lly in g  center fo r  the re vo lu tio n a ry  
soc ia lis t w orkers. . . E ve ry  re v o lu tio n is t w o rth y  o f the name 
w i l l  be ready to  a id  such a development.”  He continued w ith  a 
w a rn in g  aga inst the dangers o f cen trism , u rg in g  the  group to  
break w ith  the Second In te rn a tio n a l and tu rn  its  forces tow ard  
the fo rm a tio n  o f a new  g roup ing  o f serious in te rn a tio n a l 
revo lu tion is ts .

SWP Branches Hold Meetings 
In Celebration Of May Day

Y O U N G S TO W N , O. —  M em b­
ers and frie n d s  o f the  Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  held a successful 
M ay Day m eeting  in  Youngs­
tow n on M onday evening, M ay 
1. Comrade L is t,  the speaker o f 
the m eeting, ou tlined the h is to ry  
and m eaning o f M ay D ay as the 
in te rna tiona l l a b o r  ho liday. 
Comrade L is t  said: “ On th is  day 
in  the m id s t o f im p e ria lis t w ar, 
we dedicate ourselves to  do eve­
ry th in g  in our power to  prepare 
fo r  the com ing re vo lu tio n a ry  ev­
ents, fo r  the day when the m as­
ses w il l  push aside a ll th e ir  m is- 
leaders and be trayers and when 
they w i l l  s tr ik e  o u t on a pa th  
lead ing to peace, secu rity  b ro ug h t 
about by the on ly means possible 
th rough  the estab lishm ent o f 
a soc ia lis t society. A s  a p a r t  o f  
th a t task o f c a rry in g  the  f ig h t  
fo rw a rd , we m ust un re len tin g ly  
f ig h t to  free our heroic leaders 
who have been ja ile d  by our 
class enemy.

“ In  fac t the task w il l  no t be 
completed u n t il the  w o rk ing  class 
the w orld  over sha ll have the 
power and sha ll organize society 
on a Socia list basis fo r  the bene­
f it  o f a ll m ankind.”  A  liv e ly  d is ­
cussion fo llowed the ta lk  and a 
sizeable sum was con tribu ted  in 
the collection.

BOSTON, Mass. —  The Bo­
ston Branch o f the SW P cele­
bra ted M ay D ay w ith '5a meet­
in g  held a t the W orkers  C enter 
a t 158 Broadw ay. The speaker o f 
the evening, Comrade E lo ise 
B lack, analyzed the w o rld  events 
o f the past year and traced the 
phases o f the resu rgen t w o rke rs ’ 
movements in  Europe and the 
colonies.

A l l  the members and frien ds  
who attended the  m eeting were 
insp ired  by the  address and the 
rea liza tion  th a t the w o rld  is 
again on the  eve o f g re a t labo r 
developments. Refreshm ents were 
served a f te r  the question and an­
swer period.

CHICAGO, ILL . —  The Chic­
ago Branch of the Socialist Work­
ers Party held one of the most 
successful May Day meetings in 
its history on Sunday, April 30. 
The meeting was held in the Par­
ty's new headquarters and was 
followed by a gala social affair. 
Every chair in the hall was oc­
cupied. Workers were present 
from the Ciiicago steel mills and 
the aircraft plants, many of them 
attending their first May Day 
meeting.

Comrade Lydia Bennett deliver­
ed an inspiring May Day address.

She showed th a t, in  m any coun­
tr ie s  today, the w orkers are ga­
th e rin g  s treng th  fo r  the g rea t 
tasks ahead, those o f reo rgan iz ­
in g  th e ir  forces fo r  the social re ­
vo lu tio n , which alone can solve 
th e ir  problem . She pointed out 
how, in  I ta ly ,  the  w orkers de­
m onstra ted th a t the y  had fo rg o t­
ten no th in g  o f the class s trugg le  
a fte r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  o f F a ­
scism. How , in Eng land, the  m in ­
ers fo u g h t fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts  in  the 
face o f chauv in is tic  opposition 
fro m  th e ir  own trade union lead­
ers and the S ta lin is ts . She demon­
s tra te d  by  a whole series o f fac ts  
how the w orkers have shown an 
increasing understand ing o f the 
need fo r  s trugg le  since M ay D ay 
a year ago. H er ta lk  concluded 
by a  dem onstra tion o f the im ­
p o rta n t ro le  played by the T ro t­
sky is ts  in  the  recent class 
s trugg les.

M IN N E A P O L IS , M IN N . —  
Members and fr ien ds  o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  commemo­
rated M ay Day— the in te rn a tio n a l 
w o rkers ’ ho liday— a t a M ay Day 
m eeting sponsored by the T w in  
C ity  branches. The m eeting open­
ed w ith  the  s in g ih g  o f “ S o lid a rity  
Forever” .

D o ro thy  Schultz, the speaker, 
gave an im pressive presenta tion 
o f the  significance o f M ay D ay 
and w h a t i t  means today.

“ We are the  on ly  p a r ty  and 
the on ly  m ovem ent w h ich  has the 
r ig h t  to be hopefu l, the  r ig h t  to  
‘revo lu tiona ry  op tim ism .’ There is 
no o the r o rgan iza tion  which o f ­
fe rs  a p rog ram  to  the w orkers, 
o r a so lu tion to  the problem s 
w hich con fro n t them  on every 
hand and w h ich  are increasing 
every day,”  Comrade Schultz 
said.

The m eeting voted to  send a 
te legram  o f M ay Day greetings 
to N a ta lia  T ro ts k y  in M exico. A  
message o f g ree ting  fro m  Goldie 
Geldman. w ife  o f M ax Geldman, 
one o f the 18 prisoners in  the 
M inneapolis case, was read to 
the ga the ring . The m eeting clos­
ed w ith  the s in g in g  o f the “ In ­
te rna tiona le ” . Those present con­
tr ibu te d  generously to c a rry  on 
the w ork  o f the pa rty .

The m eeting was fo llow ed by 
a show ing o f numerous m otion  
p ic tu res taken a t S oc ia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  functions over a period 
o f several years and included 
movies o f the  18 prisoners as 
they m arched to the  County J a il 
la s t December. Refreshm ents and 
a social completed the  evening’s 
celebration.
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta r ia t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

pe ria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

coun te r-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1 . M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  gove rnm en t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffic e rs .

2. T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

5. F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . A  r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7. A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’  G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . T h e  defense o f  the  S ov ie t U n io n  
aga inst im p e r ia lis t  a ttack .

Auto Strikes
Immediately following the publication o f the 

resolution adopted by the International Executive 
Board of the United Automobile Workers Union 
threatening drastic action against those members 
and locals who “ resort to work stoppages in re­
sponse to the provocative acts of management,”  
The M ilita n t warned: “ This resolution can only 
serve to embolden the union-hating corporation 
executives. The corporations now have the green 
light to go ahead and declare open season on all 
the shop stewards and committeemen who try  
to make them live up to their contracts. They have 
the ‘unconditional surrender’ resolution of the 
UAW  executive board to support their provoca­
tions.”

Since then, dozens o f union militants have been 
victimised by the auto corporations, while the 
UAW top officials have stood by doing nothing 
and in a number of cases even^actively joining with 
the employers to purge m ilitant stewards and com­
mitteemen. Have these sacrificial victims of the 
“ unconditional no-strike pledge”  served to m o llify  
the auto barons? Have the corporations become 
more tractable, more reasonable, more "coopera­
tive?”  Not at a ll! Led by the rabid union-hating 
Ford Motor Company, the corporations have IN ­
TE N S IF IE D  their anti-labor drive. The “ provo­
cative acts of management”  which were bad enough 
before the adoption of the “ unconditional surrend­
er”  resolution, have now reached epidemic propor­
tions.

Provocations, refusal to adjust grievances, viola­
tions of contract, have fina lly  reached their climax 
in the high-handed action of the Ford Motor Com­
pany of Canada in “ cancelling”  its collective bar­
gaining agreement w ith the union. Such are the 
fru its o f the policy o f capitulation and surrender 
fostered by the Thomas-Reuther-Addes-Franken- 
steen leadership o f the UAW. But the union m ili­
tants who once fought the corporations to a stand­
still have no intention of “ playing dead”  while the 
proud and m ilitant organization they bu ilt in b it­
ter struggle AGAINST the corporations, is hacked 
to pieces.

The resistance to the capitulation policy of the 
top leaders is evident in the wave of defensive 
strikes that have swept through the industry as well 
as in the mounting criticism of the no-strike poli­
cy. Unable to defend their policies with the in­
struments of logic and reason, the bureaucrats now

threaten to take action against those who even 
dare to criticize! The A p ril 27 issue of The Search­
light, official publication of the F lin t Chevrolet lo­
cal, publishes a photostatic copy of a letter sent 
by R. J. Thomas to the ex-president of the local. 
Thomas takes cognizance of the sharp criticism in 
the local paper directed at himself and his policies 
and concludes with the ill-concealed threat tha t: 
“ There now seems to be nothing left to do but take 
this up with the Board, and I am planning to do 
so at its next meeting."

Treacherous policies inevitably lead to attempts 
at bureaucratizing the union, gagging all critics, de­
stroying all democratic rights. That is the course 
taken by Dalrymple in the rubber union. That is. 
the road Thomas and Company are attempting 
to travel. Thus, the struggle against the no-strike 
pledge and the “ unconditional surrender" resolu­
tion of the executive board, is part and parcel of 
the fight to preserve the internal democracy of the 
union.

Forced Labor
The Brass Hats have stepped up their campaign 

for a forced labor law on the very eve of the inva­
sion. This is the moment they have been waiting 
for; the moment they have been building up to, 
by keeping the ballyhoo for labor conscription 
alive ever since* Roosevelt made his proposal for 
compulsory service legislation. Business Week, the 
magazine of Big Business, revealed the strategy 
months ago when they stated that Roosevelt and 
the Brass Hats, under cover of the impending in­
vasion, expect to stimulate a “ blaze of popular 
anger that, sk illfu lly  guided w ill overawe the dis­
sidents—  as soon as the troops land in Europe and 
the really big casualty lists start coming in.”

The most recent development is the introduction 
of a drastic labor draft law by the poll-tax Demo­
crat, Baily of North Carolina and the Republican 
senator from Maine, Ralph O. Brewster. Whenever 
it is a question of an attack on the labor movement 
you can always count on the Republicans and 
Democrats to forget their "differences”  and unite 
against the workers. The Bailey-Brewster b ill pro­
vides for induction into army labor battalions of all 
draft-deferred men between the ages of 18 to 45 
who fa il to take a job when ordered to do so, or 
leave a job without the permission of the employ­
er and the government.

Labor has been lulled into a false sense of se­
curity, by the previous failures of the m ilita ry 
caste to put across their forced labor scheme. The 
top A FL and CIO leaders have contributed to re­
laxing labor’s vigilance by their failure to speak 
out against the attempts to put across a “ modified 
version”  of the forced labor law. Labor must not 
tolerate any phony “ compromises" on this issue. 
Conscription of workers fo r private p ro fit under a 
compulsory labor law means placing the workers 
in chains. I t  is well to keep in mind that the Brass 
Hats are determined, unscrupulous and powerful. 
Their conspiracy against labor can be broken only 
i f  the unions are thoroughly aroused to the danger.

3000 New Readers
The campaign for 3000 new subscribers to' The 

M ilita n t has reached the half-way mark one week 
ahead of schedule. The quota for all branches and 
sympathizers was 1000 new readers a month be­
ginning with A p ril 1st. The campaign was a little  
slow in getting underway. But once started, it  gath­
ered such momentum that each week’s total showed 
a substantial increase over the preceding week. The 
reports o f the branches indicate that they are just 
getting into their stride and we have every reason to 
bclieVe that the subscriptions w ill continue to come 
streaming in to top the national quota even before 
the June 30 deadline. A  number of branches have 
already reached and several have exceeded their 
quotas. The response of individual sympathizers 
has also been extremely gratifying. A ll in all, our 
comrades and friends deserve to be congratulated. 
They are conducting the subscription campaign in' 
a tru ly  magnificent manner.

The reports of our agents throughout the coun­
try  emphasize the growing political consciousness 
of the American workers. The great political prob­
lems of the day are being posed w ith the greatest 
sharpness. The workers are groping for a solution'. 
The ideas and programs of all political tendencies 
are being submitted to the test of events. And we 
see that the most advanced ideas, the ideas of T ro t­
skyism, are being eagerly received. The seeds now 
being planted by our comrades and friends in the 
form of new subscriptions to The M ilitan t are being 
sown in fertile soil.

"W ar, let us once again recall,”  reads the Mani­
festo of the Fourth International on the Imperial­
ist War and. the Proletarian Revolution of 1940, 
“ speeds up enormously the political development. 
Those great tasks which only yesterday seemed long 
years, i f  not decades away, can loom up directly 
before us in the next two or three years and even 
sooner.”  The prognosis is being confirmed by ex­
perience. The ideas of Trotskyism conform to his­
torical necessity. Our program has withstood the 
test of events. I t  w ill prevail and conquer in the 
end.

We are the only movement that is conducting 
genuine socialist agitation and education in this 
country today. The campaign for 300 new read­
ers of The M ilitan t represents a great step toward 
bringing the message of Trotskyism to broader sec­
tions of the labor movement. Just as a stone thrown 
into a pool creates a ring of concentric circles ex­
tending outward oyer an increasing-area, so w ill our 
new suberibers create an ever widening circle of in­
fluence reaching out to the periphery of the work­
ing class. Forward then, to the successful comple­
tion of The M ilitan t subscription campaign.

Letter from V. R. Dunne 
to Kelly Postal

Before go in g  to prison, V incen t Dunne, one 
o f the 18 T ro ts k y is t leaders fram ed  in  the 
M inneapolis case and now serv ing a 16-month 
sentence in Sandstone pe n ite n tia ry  a t M inne­
sota, w ro te  the fo llo w in g  le tte r  to  K e lly  Post­
al, S ecre ta ry-treasu re r o f T ruckd rive rs , loca l 
544, who had also been fram 'ed and is serv­
in g  a one-to -five -year sentence a t the S t i l l ­
w a te r s tate p e n ite n tia ry :

“ D ear K e lly :
“ I- am sending you th is  le tte r  before go ing aw ay, to g reet 

you and to  te ll you th a t I  appreciate the sacrifice  you are 
m aking .

“ I t  is  m y conviction th a t in  the fu tu re  yours and m y posi­
tion , w h ich  are one and the same, w i l l  be v indicated.

“ 1 am go ing to  be denied the r ig h t  to  pa rtic ip a te  in  the 
movement, the same as you, fo r  a l i t t le  t im e ; b u t in  the  fu tu re  
you and I  toge the r w i l l  f ig h t  on and com plete the  task  o f 
lib e ra tin g  the w o rk in g  class.

“ In  th is  s p ir it  I  am g ree ting  you and hope th a t you w i l l  
soon be free.

“ The hands o f the 18 close comrades guide m ine as I  send 
you fra te rn a l g reetings o f s o lid a rity .”

A  A  A  ^  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  —k A A A A A  A  A  <>. J k A A A A A A .

W HO A R E  T H E  18 PRISONERS 
IN  T H E  M IN N E A P O LIS  L A ­
BOR CASE?, Forew ord by 
James T. F a rre ll;  published by 
C iv il R ights  Defense Com m it­
tee, N. Y „  1944; 32 pages, 10c.

W HY W E A R E  IN  PRISON; pub­
lished by P ioneer Publishers, 
N. Y., 1944; 56 pages, 10c.

Two new pamphlets have re­
cen tly  appeared w h ich  belong side 
by side on every w o rke r’s book­
shelf. B o th  concern the M innea­
po lis Labor Case, “ the m a jo r case 
o f the present w ar period in vo lv ­
in g  the r ig h ts  of labor and free­
dom o f speech,”  in  the words of 
James T. F a rre ll, in -h is  forew ord 
to the CRDC pamphlet.

T h e  M inneapolis prisoners, 
whose photographs and biograph­
ies appear in  theCRDC pam phlet, 
are the 18 leaders of the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty  and M inneapolis 
T ru ckd rive rs  Local 544-CIO. In  
th is  pam phlet you w i l l  find  the 
long record of th e ir  services in  
the labor movement, th e ir  p a r ti­
c ipa tion  in  its  economic struggles 
and devotion to its  p o lit ic a l ad­
vancement —  over th ir t y  years 
of service in  the case of the vet­
erans James P. Cannon, V . R. 
Dunne, Oscar Coover; e igh t years 
fo r  the youngest prisoner, Oscar 
Shoenfeld. Each o f the eighteen 
biographies is an in s p ir in g  s to ry  
of devotion to the A m erican w o rk ­
in g  class and its  labor struggles. 
No wonder hundreds o f M innea­
po lis  w orkers who had taken pa rt 
in  the b u ild in g  o f the tru ck -d riv ­
ers’ un ion under the leadership of 
the T ro tsky is ts , thronged the 
streets to cheer these leaders 
m arch ing to the ca p ita lis t prison. 
Thousands of o ther workers, read­
in g  the s to ry  o f th e ir  lives, w i l l  
be inspired to ' learn more about 
the Socia lis t cause w h ich  fo r  n ine­
ty-five years has ra llie d  to its  
banner men and women who defy 
a l l persecution. These workers 
w i l l  lea rn  how inseparably the 
trade un ion  struggles are con­
nected w ith  the fig h t fo r  Social­
ism ; how, in ev ita b ly , the ru lin g  
class m ust s tr ive  to crush the la ­
bor movement to preserve its  
power. These workers w i l l  un­
derstand w hy i t  is  the du ty  of 
A m erican w orkers to f ig h t fo r 
the freedom o f the eighteen.

I t  is  fo r  w ha t they said th a t 
the T ro tsky is ts  were sent to  the 
pe n ite n tia ry— w hat they said to 
teach the w o rk ing  class the tru th  
about cap ita lism  and its  wars. In  
th e ir  own words, the 18 prisoners 
prove in  the pam phlet “ W hy We 
A re  in  P rison,”  th a t they are 
serv ing  prison sentences because 
they to ld the people the tru th  
about the im p e ria lis t w ar, and 
spread the socia list program  of 
how to  f ig h t  aga inst cap ita lis t 
wars and how ‘ to  w ipe ou t the 
system th a t b rings sta rva tion , 
ty ra n n y  and death fo r  the mass­
es.

The cap ita lis t ru le rs  can never 
fo rge t how Socia lis t t ru th  proved 
v ic to rious in  the Russian Revolu­

tio n  over ca p ita lis t lies. T h a t is  
w hy the “ dem ocratic”  cap ita lis t 
governm ent of the U n ited States, 
in  brazen v io la tio n  of the B il l  of 
R ights, was so determ ined to 
frame-up and im p rison  the 18 
T ro ts k y is t leaders.

The 18 T ro ts k y is t leaders were 
under no illu s ion s  as to who was 
behind the frame-up and as to the 
outcome of the t r ia l.  They were 
no t surprised when the Supreme 
Court, w h ich  is supposed to  be 
the guard ian o f the C onstitu tion , 
three tim es refused even to  re­
v ie w  the conviction, refused to 
ru le  on the S m ith  “Gag”  Act, 
w h ich  has been condemned by la ­
bor as a clear v io la tio n  of the 
B i l l  o f R ights. Cannon in  his 
fa rew e ll speech said: “ We have
not been suddenly pu lled  up 
sho rt and required to make a de­
cision w hether we are prepared 
to pay th is  price . . . We knew 
to begin w ith  th a t to te ll the 
tru th , to take up the cause of the 
poor and the persecuted against 
the rich  and the m igh ty , to te ll 
the t ru th  in  the face o f a ll the 
lia rs  in  the w o rld  —  we knew 
th a t course entailed risks .”  Far- 
re l Dobbs declared: “ We under­
stand —  every one of us —  th a t 
no th ing  is  m ore im p o rta n t than 
the w o rk in g  class cause to w h ich  
we dedicate ou r lives . . .  we are 
a pa rty  of one-hundred percent­
ers.”

“ W hy We A re  in  P rison”  com­
prises an in tro d u c tio n  w h ich  
provides the background of the 
M inneapolis Labor Case, the tr ia l,  
the a im s o f the prosecution and 
the significance of the case. The 
pam phlet includes speeches of 
James P. Cannon, F e lix  M orrow, 
F a rre ll Dobbs, Oscar Shoenfeld, 
A lfre d  Russel, and K a r l Kuehn, 
delivered a t the fa rew e ll banquet 
held a t the I rv in g  Plaza, New 
York, on December 26, 1943; theI

speech o f A lb e rt Goldman, de­
fense a tto rney in  the t r ia l  as well 
as defendant, made before a C iv il 
R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee mass 
m eeting a t the M anhattan Cen­
ter, New Y ork , on Dec. 16, 1943; 
speeches made by V incen t R. 
Dunne, Oscar Coover, C arl Skog- 
lund, Grace Carlson, H a rry  De­
Boer, Carlos Hudson, M ax Geld- 
man, E m il Hansen, Edw ard Palm- 
qu is t, Clarence Hamel and Jake 
Cooper a t the M inneapolis fa re ­
w e ll banquet, held in  the local 
SWP headquarters Dec. 28, 1943; 
the speech of Rose K arsner, a t 
the New Y o rk  banquet, delivered 
on behalf o f the wives and re la­
tives of the defendants and the 
speech of George G rant, organ­
izer o f the New Y ork  local o f the 
SWP on behalf o f the members 
and sym pathizers , of the pa rty .

The Concluding section of “ W hy 
We A re  in  P rison”  is an account 
by Joseph Hansen of h is  t r ip  to 
M inneapolis w ith  James P. Can­
non, and the las t hours spent w ith  
15 of the 18 M inneapolis prison­
ers. (The other three surrender­
ed in  New Y ork  and are serv ing  
term s a t the Federal P en iten tia ry  
a t Danbury, Conn.),

To many a w orker, the s tru g ­
gle fo r  Socialism  may seem only 
a v is ion, fa r  removed fro m  the 
day-to-day s tru g g le ; b u t when 
he has read these tw o pamphlets, 
he w il l  fee l a deep personal in te r ­
est, a response a k in  to  th a t o f 
Hansen who w ro te , “ when you 
see men who have spent th e ir 
lives o rgan iz ing  fo r  a be tte r so­
c ie ty  th row n  in to  prison, then the 
concrete m eaning (o f the  ev il of 
cap ita lism ) enters your bones.”  

These two pam phlets should be 
pu t in to  the hands of every un ion 
progressive, of every th in k in g  
w orker.

Reviewed by
R u th  Johnson

International Notes
IT A L Y

A t  least one o f the  opposition 
parties in  southern I ta ly  has re ­
fused to  jo in  the new phony coa­
lit io n  governm ent under Bado- 
g lio  and K in g  V ic to r  Em m anuel. 
The S ta lin is ts  (who took the lead 
in “ b reaking the deadlock”  fo r  
reaction ), the social-dem ocrats 
and the libe ra ls  a ll jum ped on 
the bandwagon and took th e ir  
places in  the m onarchical police- 
m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip , bu t no t the 
Ita lia n  R evo lu tionary  Socia list 
P a rty .

This p a r ty  has been va riou s ly  
described as T ro ts k y is t, M ax im ­
a lis t and B o rd ig is t. I t  publishes 
a paper called Bandiera Rossa 
( “ Red F la g ” ) w h ich carries a t 
its  masthead the fam ous slogan 
o f K a r l M a rx : “ R evolution is the 
locom otive o f h is to ry .”  In  its  is ­
sue o f A p r i l 21, the 'p a p e r states 
tha t the Ita lia n  R evolu tionary 
Socia list P a rty  is against the re ­
actiona ry  coa lition  governm ent 
and proud ly procla im s its e lf  the 
on ly p ro le ta rian  p a rty  rem a in ing  
in  opposition.

In  no rthern  I ta ly ,  mass opposi­
tion to  the N az i enslavers is s t i l l  
con tinu ing . P artisan  troops op­
e ra tin g  behind and between the 
Nazi m il ita ry  lines have in flic te d  
a severe defeat on Fascist 
guards and German detachments 
sent aga inst them  in  the province 
o f Coni, according to a commu­
nique published in  Berne la s t 
week. This is the  f irs t  re p o rt 
o f mass resistance to  the  N azis 
since the A llie d  censorship 
clamped down on reports  o f the 
g re a t general s tr ik e  w h ich re ­
cen tly  paralyzed the b ig  c ities on 
the Lom bardy p la in . The gen­
eral s tr ik e  ended, b u t active  op­
position to  the N az i enslavers is 
con tinu ing .

The Berne rep o rt discloses

(hat the Fascist guards and Nazi 
troops, in  an e ffo r t to w ipe out 
pa rtisan  ac tiv itie s  in  Coni, em­
barked on “ a vast opera tion”  
which ended in “ complete disaster 
fo r  the A x is .”  F o llow ing  the de­
cisive ba ttle , the partisans w ith ­
drew to th e ir  m ountain s tro n g ­
holds, ta k in g  w ith  them a large 
number o f prisoners who arc  be­
ing  held as hostages.

E N G L A N D

A neurin  Bevan is a “ le ft-  
w in g ”  member o f the B r it is h  La ­
bor P a rty  who led an opposition 
in  the House o f Commons to the 
new defense reg u la tion  which 
prescribes im prisonm ent o r heavy 
fines fo r  “ in s tig a to rs ”  o f strikes. 
The regu la tion  was prom ulgated 
by the serv ile  f lu n k e y  o f B r it is h  
cap ita lism , M in is te r o f La bo r E r ­
nest Bevin, fo llo w in g  the s trikes 
in the. coal mines.

The labo r skates who compose 
the top leadership o f the labor 
P a rty  decided th a t Bevan had to 
be “ d isc ip lined”  fo r  h is ou tlaw  
“ action.”  A  movement was started 
to expel h im  fro m  the p a rty . B u t 
according to  the la te s t reports 
on the subject, the movem ent fo r  
expulsion has been dropped.

Both Sevan’s opposition to 
the a n ti-s tr ik e  regu la tion  and 
the decision no t to  press fo r  his 
expulsion are ind ica tions o f the 
g ro w in g  pressure o f the d iscont­
ented and rebellious B r it is h  
w orkers. Bevan the “ le ft-w in g e r”  
has gone along w ith  the Labor 
P a rty  in  its  truce  w ith  B rit is h  
cap ita lism  fro m  the ve ry  begin­
n ing , but sensing the rad ica liza - 
tion  o f the w orkers, he presents 
a le f t  face to  his p ro le ta rian  con­
s tituen ts . The Labor P a rty  
ch ie fta ins , sensing the  same 
th in g , have decided i t  is best to 
to le ra te  Bevan.

F R A N C E

In  a survey o f underground 
papers published in  Nazi-occupied 
France, a w r ite r  in the New 
Y o rke r includes a reference to 
“ a l i t t le  sheet called Le Soviet, 
which carries at its  masthead the 
line  ‘ Long L ive  T ro tsky  and 
Len in ! Down w ith  S ta lin , g rave­
d igger o f the T h ird  In te rn a ­
t io n a l! ’ ”

Le  Soviet has been appearing 
a t more o r less reg u la r in te rva ls  
d u rin g  the past tw o years, per­
haps longer. I t  is  the organ of 
the P a rti O uvrie r In te rna tiona - 
lis te  (W orkers In te rn a tio n a lis t 
P a rty ), F rench section of the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l.

B O L IV IA

A  general s tr ik e  shu t down ev­
e ry  t in  m ine in  B o liv ia  on A p r il 
19, according to an A P  dispatch 
fro m  L a  Paz. The w orkers q u it 
in  pro test against the release 
from  prison o f Pedro S ilv e tti, 
fo rm er M in is te r o f In te r io r , whom 
the workers ho ld respdnsible fo r 
the Catavi massacre o f December, 
1942 in  w h ich 19 s tr ik in g  workers 
were k ille d  and 30 wounded.

Catavi is  one o f the  la rgest of 
the tin -m in in g  centers. S ilv e tti 
ordered police to break the 1942 
s tr ik e  and the massacre resulted 
from  th is  order. Under pressure 
from  the outraged s trike rs , the 
governm ent was obliged to im p r i­
son S ilv e tti and o ther m in is ters, 
bu t recen tly  they were released.

Once again, however, the gov­
ernm ent has been compelled to 
yie ld to the ind igna tion  o f the 
tin -m ine rs . S ilv e tti and his con­
freres have been re turned to 
custody and (he governm ent, ob­
v iously frigh tened , issued a s ta te ­
ment which sa id : “ We do not 
w ant another C atavi. W e do not 
w ant to be aga inst the people.”

Crimes of Big Business to 
Be Hidden for Duration

R ig h t a f te r  P earl H a rbo r, m ore than tw o  years 
ago, the  Roosevelt a d m in is tra tio n  began a no isy a n ti­
t ru s t  cam paign aga ins t scores o f A m erica ’s b iggest 

.corporations w h ich  were im p ed ing  w a r p roduction  
in  o rder to  m a in ta in  monopolies and safeguard th e ir  
ca rte l agreem ents w ith  the  German, B r it is h , Japan­
ese and o the r fo re ig n  m onopoly in terests.

Recent reports  reveal tha t there are now 26 m a jo r 
a n ti- tru s t suits, in vo lv ing  hundreds o f lead ing A m e­
rican  corpora tions, which have been file d  by the 
D epartm ent o f Justice, but which have been post­
poned u n til “ a fte r  the w a r.”

Am ong the pow erfu l tru s ts  th a t the a d m in is tra tio n  
is p ro tec ting  th rou gh  the postponem ent o f the a n ti­
tru s t tr ia ls  are E . I .  duPont de Nem ours and Co., 
General E le c tr ic , A llie d  Chemical and Dye Corp., 
A m erican Brass Co., Bausch and Lom b O p tica l Co., 
and scores o f others.

M ost o f the ve ry  la rg e s t monopolies, lik e  duPont 
and General E le c tric , have m ainta ined ca rte l agree­
m ents w ith  I.  G. Farben and o th e r N az i corpora tions 
to pro tect each others ’ in te rests , parce l o u t exclusive 
spheres o f in fluence, exchange patents, f i x  in te rn a ­
t io n a l m onopoly prices, re s tr ic t  com petition , etc.

The basis fo r  the postponem ent o f these t r ia ls  
“ fo r  the d u ra tio n ”  was la id by Roosevelt h im se lf 
in  a le tte r  approv ing  the  delay o f cases which in  
the op in ion o f the W ar and N avy  D epartm ent m ig h t 
a lleged ly in te rfe re  w ith  the “ prosecution o f the  w a r.”

Since the  issuance o f Roosevelt’s le tte r  tw o  years 
ago, no t a s ing le  m a jo r co rpo ra tion  c ited  by  the  De­
p a rtm e n t o f Justice has been b ro u g h t to  tr ia l.

The o r ig in a l reason fo r  in it ia t in g  the su its  was the  
fa c t tha t these monopolies were re s tr ic t in g  w a r p ro ­
duction. Now  i t  is  argued th a t to  requ ire  a few  
o f th e ir  top o ffic ia ls  to  appear on a w itness stand 
would “ impede w ar production.”

Match Trust Conspiracy 
Bared in New Cartel Suit

B ig  Business has placed its  monopoly g r ip  on 
eve ry th ing , inc lud ing  the lo w ly  match. Chances are, 
i f  you don’t  want to light, you r stove, c ig a re tte  o r 
furnace by rub b ing  tw o s ticks together Boy Scout 
fash ion, you w il l  have to  pay m onopoly t r ib u te  to  the  
m atch t ru s t  operated by the D iam ond M atch Com­
pany.

L a s t week i t  was revealed in  the  Federa l C ourt 
o f New  Y o rk , where th e  D epa rtm en t o f Justice has 
filed s u it aga inst the D iam ond M atch Company, th a t 
the  A m erican t ru s t  has engaged in  a g ig a n tic  in te r ­
n a tion a l m onopoly conspiracy w ith  th e  Germ an, 
B r it is h  and Swedish monopolies. The purpose o f th e  
conspiracy has been to  con tro l and l im it  the p roduction  
o f wooden matches and ch lora te  o f potash, an im ­
p o rta n t m un itions  chem ica l; re s tr ic t  m atch im p o rts  
to  m a in ta in  sca rc ity  and h ig h  p rices; and p reven t 
the  production o f an “ eve rla s ting  m atch”  w h ich  can 
be re l i t  a t least 100 tim es.

As p a r t o f a secret in te rn a tio n a l agreem ent, the  
A m erican tru s t, according to  the  evidence uncovered 
by the D epartm ent o f Justice, de lib e ra te ly  d ism antled  
p a rt o f its  p la n t fa c il it ie s  in  th is  c o u n try  in  o rder 
to  l im it  production  o f wooden matches and ch lo ra te  
o f potash. T h is  resu lted  in  several w a r-tim e  sho rt­
ages and h igh  prices.

The governm ent’s b r ie f  states th a t “ D iam ond de­
cided n o t to  acquire the eve rlas ting  m atch pa ten ts  
and no t to  m anufactu re  th e  eve rla s ting  m atch be­
cause the patents have n o t long  to  run . . . I t  is  to  
be hoped th a t i f  the item  is no t p u t ou t and pushed 
by a s trong  m anufactu re r, no one w i l l  take i t  up  
even a fte r  the pa tents exp ire .’ ”

W h ile  the  agreem ent w ith  the German tru s t, I .  
G. Farben, has been “ suspended”  d u rin g  the  w a r, 
the governm ent charges D iam ond is  prepared to  
resume i t  “ in  fu l l  as soon as the d iff ic u lt ie s  created 
by the w a r disappear.”

Wall Street Barons Grab 
Synthetic Quinine Patent

A f te r  100 years o f experim enta tion  and research, 
science has a t la s t produced syn the tic  qu in ine. N ow , 
presum ably, m ankind w i l l  no longe r be dependent on 
the qu in ine sold a t m onopoly prices and secured in  
lim ite d  am ounts fro m  the tro p ica l cinchona tree  ba rk , 
the  on ly  previous source o f the one chem ical th a t re ­
lieves m a la ria , the m ost w idespread disease in  the  
w orld .

B u t concurrent w ith  the announcement o f the suc­
cessful synthes iz ing  o f quin ine by tw o  H a rv a rd  che­
m is ts  comes the re p o rt th a t in te rn a tio n a l chem ical 
monopolies have the inside tra c k  on con tro l o f the  
new boon to  hum an ity , and th a t  i t  w i l l  be patented 
and produced in  accordance w ith  the  p ro fit  in te res ts  
o f one o f the b ig  chemical trus ts .

The pa ten t r ig h ts  w i l l  be owned by the  P o la ro id  
Corpora tion , w h ich has announced th a t  “ the process 
w i l l  he licensed to  such organ iza tions as a re  best 
f itte d  to  assure the broadest usefulness fo r  the  sci­
en tific  d iscovery.”  Jus t w h a t companies w i l l  be con­
sidered “ best f it te d ”  a re  ind ica ted by  the  fa c t  th a t 
the executive v ice-pres ident o f Po laro id  is  C a rlton  P. 
F u lle r, long  associated w ith  in te rn a tio n a l chem ical 
and financia l in te rests  th rough  h is  association w ith  
the J. H e n ry  Schroder B an k in g  C orpo ra tion  o f N ew  
Y o rk , in  tu rn  closely connected w ith  General A n ilin e  
A nd F ilm  Company, ho ld ing  50 pe r cent in te re s t in  
W in th ro p  Chemical, w h ich  con tro ls  the  p a te n t fo r  
a tabrine, a syn the tic  and not-too-successful subs titu te  
fo r  quin ine.

The tw o  young chem ists who made t lje  d iscovery 
w i l l  have no th in g  to  say about its  use. H a rv a rd  
U n iv e rs ity , w h ich provided its  ta x -fre e  fa c il it ie s  fo r  
the research, and the  people who pay the taxes, w i l l  
have no th in g  to  say.

Tens o f m illions , inc lud ing  several hundreds o f 
thousands o f poor people in  our own South, are a f ­
flic te d  w ith  m alaria . B u t fo r  them , th is  new product 
w ill provide no benefits. U nder m onopoly con tro l, its  
production w ill be so res tric ted  and its  price  so h ig h , 
th a t they w il l  have to  continue to  s u ffe r  and die 
w h ile  the means to  save them  are rea # ily  ava ilab le .


