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MINERS BREAK LITTLE STEEL FORMULA
Red Army Smashes Nazi 
Resistance In Ukraine
Kiev Falls; German Retreat On Southern Front Verges On Rout; 
Soviet Columns Plunge Toward Rumanian and Polish Frontiers

By John G. W right
The victorious columns of the Red Army keep surging onward. Kiev is again in Soviet 

hands. The victory at Kiev has sealed the outcome of the battle for the Dnieper line, a line 
which the German General Staff had so confi dently expected to hold only a brief few weeks 
ago and which has been 'O decisively and sw iftly  shattered, ljt thcrbattle of the Dnieper the Red 
Arm y has emerged victorious from the greatest battle of the war.

The speed at which the Red armored columns are driving ahead in the Kiev area, where 
advances of 30 to 40 miles and more have been achieved in several places after the break­
through, can readily turn the 
German retreat into a rout.

A t the southern tip  of the 
German lines, the Red Army 
has succeeded in completely 
sealing o ff Crimea, and is npw 
pre pa ring  to mop up the trapped 
enemy reg im ents there. The bor­
ders o f Rum ania are now w ith ­
in  s tr ik in g  distance, less than 150 
m iles away.

To d rive  the Germans ou t o f 
the  rem a in ing  te rr ito r ie s  o f the 
U k ra in e  the Red A rm y  needs to 
cap ture  K r iv o i Rog, where the 
Germans face en trapm ent by 
Soviet columns m oving south 
fro m  re-conquered K iev.

On the centra l fro n t the Red 
troops arc also fo rg in g  ahead..
In  the Nevel sector they have 
smashed through to w ith in  35 
m iles o f the old Polish border.
The German occupation o f Byelo- 
Russian can ha rd ly  surv ive  the 
com ing w in te r.

W h ile  the no rthe rn  b a ttle fro n t, 
especia lly around Len ingrad , has 
rem ained re la tiv e ly  quiescent in  
the recent period, the crum b ling  
o f the German lines elsewhere 
a long the f ro n t makes th e ir  posi­
tions in  the n o rth  less and less 
tenable. Sweeping as the  v ic tories  
o f the Red A rm y  have been, the 
prom ise o f even g re a te r v ic tories  
lies  ahead.

Labor-Endorsed Candidate 
Runs Reactionary Campaign

DETRO IT, Mich.— Mayor Jeffries was reelected by a vote 
of 207,799 to 173,817 in the most b itterly contested election cam­
paign since 1937. when the GIO ran its own labor slate. Jeffries 
conducted an aggressive and scurrilous campaign and rallied to 
his banner all the anti-labor and anti-Negro forces.

Big Business and its kept press plunged fu ll steam into the 
mayoralty campaign to beat the man who had the support of
the labor and Negro organiza- , . . " " 77 ,

the “ liberal to m i,la ,n in P about g iv in g  em ploy-

S O V IE T  J U B IL A T IO N

The Soviet workers have good 
reason fo r  ju b ila tio n  as they 
celebrate the 26th anniversary o f 
the  Russian October whose re ­
m a in in g  conquests they have so 
g lo rious ly  defended against the 
N azi onslaught. N e ithe r in  th is  
w a r n o r any previous w a r since 
the  Napoleonic era has the Ger­
m an m il ita ry  machine, suffered 
blows o f such a m agnitude as 
those a lready in flic te d  upon i t  by 
the Red A rm y . The oppressed 
masses o f Europe re joice over 
those v ic to ries  which spur them  
to  m obilize th e ir  ranks and imbue 
them  w ith  renewed confidence fo r  
the  im pend ing s trugg le  fo r  the 
w o rke rs ’ power. In  the ranks o f 
the celebrants we T ro tsky is ts  
take our r ig h t fu l place as the 
m ost consistent defenders o f the 
Soviet U n ion and figh te rs  fo r  
socialism .

V iewed sole ly on the m il ita ry  
plane the position o f the Soviet 
U n ion  is indeed a favo rab le  one. 
B u t i t  is  favo rab le  on ly  w ith  
respect to  im p e ria lis t Germany. 
Do the Soviet v ic to ries  in and of 
themselves render the USSR 
pe rm anently  secure? The K rem lin

(Continued on page 4)

tions. Fitzgerald, 
friend of labor” wilted in  the 
course of die campaign and 
began to vie with his rival in 
dealing blows against labor a.id, 
the Negro people. F itzg e ra ld  ac­
tu a lly  condemned J e ffr ie s  fo r  his 
fa ilu re  to  economize a t the ex­
pense o f the c ity  employes and 
complained th a t i f  J e ffr ie s  had 
been more ta c tfu l in  h is  approach 
he couM have prevented the 
w orkers  o f the D e tro it S treet 
R a ilw ay fro m  ob ta in ing  the 
meager wage increases which 
J e ffr ie s  had been forced to  con­
cede.

F LE E T W O O D  A B S T A IN S

Je ffr ie s , o f course, had a fie ld- 
day w ith  th is  k in d  o f “ labor 
statesm anship.”  “ M y opponent 
cla im s th a t he is the cham pion o f 
labo r”  g le e fu lly  commented J e f­
fries . “ Then he com plains about 
DSR employes ge tting  too much 
pay under my a d m in is tra t'd ). It 
is the f irs t  tim e I ever heard of 
a reputed pro -labor candidate

es too much.”
Thus the D etro it M un ic ipa l E m ­

ployes were provided w ith  
ju s tifica tio n  fo r  openly support­
in g  Je ffr ie s . There was likew ise 
no ou tc ry  against 0 . E. Wendel, 
J r., business representative o f the 
A F L  R e ta il C lerks Local 876, fo r  
his endorsement o f Je ffr ies . “ A ll 
o f organized labo r is no t behind 
F ra n k  F itzg e ra ld  fo r  m ayor”  an­
nounced W endel. The Teamsters 
J o in t Council No. 43 likew ise 
endorsed Je ffr ies .

Some o f the m ost advanced 
w orkers in  the U A W  saw l i t t le  
d iffe rence between the two 
ca p ita lis t po litic ians  and fo llow ed 
a s tr ic t ly  hands-o ff po licy. The 
unan im ously adopted reso lu tion  of 
U A W  Fleetwood Ix>cal 15 made 
“ no endorsements o f any candi­
date fo r  m ayor”  and urged its  
m em bership to  “ make no financia l 
c o n trib u tio n  to  any candidate’s 
cam paign fun d  in  the com ing 
election.”

(Continued on page 4)

UAW  Executive B oa rd  Supports  
F ig h t To Free K e lly  Posta l

Nov. 4, 1943
George Novack, Secretary 
C iv il R ights Defense Com m ittee 
160 F if th  Avenue 
New Y ork , N. Y.

Dear S ir and B ro th e r:
On behalf o f our In te rn a tio n a l E xecu tive Board 1 wish 

to convey to you the action taken on the K e lly  Postal case.
In the Pyht o f ob ta in ing  na tiona l p u b lic ity  our Board 

deemed it  advisable to re fe r the reso lu tion to the N a tiona l 
CIO  Convention convening November 1, 1943, in Philadelph ia, 
Pa. O ur delegates to th is  convention are suppo rting  the 
reso lu tion.

F ra te rn a lly ,
GEORGE F. A D D ES, 
In te rn a tio n a l Secretary T reasurer 
U A W -C IO

A n  Anti-Fascist F ig h te r

IN S  Photo
One reason why the B lack S h irts  are g e ttin g  more and more 

scarce in Ita ly . The above photograph shows an Ita lia n  w o rke r 
typ ica l o f the thousands who proceeded to  destroy fascism root 
and branch a fte r the do w n fa ll o f M ussolin i.

Mine Victory Leads To CIO 
Demand For Wage Increases

The sixth constitutional convention of the GIO, meeting Nov. 
1-5 in Philadelphia, voted to demand wage increases over and 
above the lim itations of the L ittle  Steel formula, at a moment 
when 530,000 coal miners were out o f the pits on their fourth 
general strike against Roosevelt’s wage-freezing policy and a 
m illion and one-half railroad workers were taking a general 
strike vote.

Although the demand for the scrapping of the L ittle  Steel 
formula should have been the keynote of the convention, Philip 
Murray and Go. began the sessions by pushing through a reaf-
firmation of the no-strike pledge 
“ without qualifications or con­
ditions.”  But the petty schemes 
of Murray to bureaucratically 
control the course of the CIO 
wage fight w ill unquestionably 
be shattered by the rank and 
file workers who are now more 
than ever convinced th a t they 
m ust fo llo w  the t r a i l  blazed by 
the heroic coal m iners.

M IN E R S  P A V E D  W A Y

M u rra y  and h is fe llo w  bureau­
cra ts a t the head o f the CIO, 
ha tin g  and fe a rin g  the idea o f a 
m iners ’ v ic to ry  aga inst Roosevelt, 
have treacherously sabotaged the 
m iners ’ s trugg le  fro m  the ve ry

outset. M u rra y  took the occasion 
o f the CIO convention to again 
slander the m iners and th e ir  
figh t.

Now he has the impudence to 
call on the coal m iners and r a i l­
road workers to jo in  him  lin a 
figh t against the L it t le  Steel 
fo rm ula . The “ great f ig h te r”  
M u rra y , is so chicken-hearted th a t 
he waited u n til he was absolutely 
ce rta in  the m iners would w in  be­
fore he announced the opening 
o f the CIO  d rive  fo r  h igher 
wages.

The passage o f a CIO resolu­
tion  aga inst the L i t t le  Steel

(Continued on page 31

Win Union Agreement After 
Staging Fourth Coal Strike
Roosevelt Decides to Throw Sop to Unions 
In Attempt to Allay Growing Labor Crisis

By John Adamson

The m iners have won!
The m iners have breached I he L ittle  Steel fo r ­

m ula. They have repulsed the autocratic and arb itra ­
ry pretensions o f the W ar Labor Board that no settle­
m ent would he approved while a strike is in progress. 
The miners have proven again that a determ ined m ili­
tant fight is worth m ore than a ll the resolutions, a ll 
the cringing and whining o f the M urrays and Greens.

The agreement that the United M ine W orkers  
signed with Ickes is v irtu a lly  the same as the last I l l i ­
nois contract, previously rejected by the W LB , ex­
cept that the lunch period is reduced fro m  one-half 
hour to 15 minutes. The present agreement provides 
that the m iners shall receive an $ 8 .5 0  base rate per

Flint UAW Defies 
No-Strike Pledge 
In NLRB Balloting
Buick Workers Strike 
Against the Speedup

By J E F F  T H O R N E

F L IN T , Mich., Novem ber 8 —  
Sm ouldering discontent o f F l in t ’s 
50,000 w ar workers exploded last 
week in to  a three-day s tr ik e  and 
tw o overw helm ing pro - s tr ike  
votes.

T e rr if ic  speedup and general 
breakdown o f ba rga in ing  were the 
im m ediate causes o f these spread­
ing  repud iations o f the no -s trike  
policy. S trike  ta lk  spreads da ily . 
A t  every op p o rtu n ity  w orkers 
cheer the U n ited  M ine W orkers 
and w ant to fo llow  th e ir  example.

On Monday, Chevro let w orkers 
voted 4 to 1 (8099 to 2070) fo r  
s tr ik e  action, in an N LR B -con­
ducted referendum  under the 
S m ith-C onna lly  “ slave labo r”  
Act. On Thursday, 144 Buick 
A lum inum  Foundry m etal pourers 
s truck against the speedup and 
the suspension o f two workers. 
On F rid a y , F ishe r Body local 581 
voted unan im ously to demand an 
N I.R B  s tr ik e  referendum .

P IE C E  W O R K

The Buick foundry metal 
pourers’ job  is the most m iserable 
and strenuous in tha t p lant. W ork 
has been boosted 100% in a year 
and now the company is ready 
fo r  another 33% hike, w ith o u t 
more men o r h igher pay— unless 
the union accepts the vicious in ­
centive pay system th a t p its  one 
w o rke r against the ne x t in  a 
k il l in g  contest tha t on ly  the 
corpora tion  wins. Piece work, by 
whatever fancy name, means at 
best a t in y  b it more pay fo r  a 
helluva lo t more work.

The m etal pourers ad m it th a t 
less than h a lf o f them  are in  the 
union, bu t they stuck toge the r 
and fro m  a ll ind ica tions had the 
support o f the o the r 3100 foundry  
workers. The management sent 
the 3100 home ra th e r than con­
tinue  the p lan t opera ting  under 
the previous top production 
schedule.

W O R KER S L E A R N IN G

The union leaders, un fo rtuna te ly , 
took no action to  organize the 
men prope rly , i t  called no mass 
meetings and in general ex­
ercised no leadership o f any k ind  
in the s itua tion . They offe red the 
men only the tim e-w orn  fo rm u la : 
“ We can’t do a tir in g  u n til you 
go back to  w o rk ”  etc. etc. So the 
metal pourers went back to w ork. 
But more explosions are bound to 
fo llow .

F o r lack o f an e ffec tive  union 
program  o f action, some in ­
d iv idua l w o rkers  are driven to 
actions o f a personal na ture, 
knocking down a forem an, q u itt in g  
o r t ry in g  to  ge t fired in  order to 
get a be tte r job under the w a r 
m anpower rules. L it t le  w ild ca t 
s trikes are becom ing increasing ly  
frequent.

But the workers arc learn ing. 
As the w a rtim e p riva tio ns  in ­
crease. they w ill be driven to force 
th e ir  leaders fo rw a rd  or find new 
ones.

day and allows fo r  virtual-®  
ly the same portal to por­
tal pay as tlie last Illin o is  
m ine agreement.

It is d ifficu lt to estimate 
the exact money increase 
per hour that the miners
w ill receive, as it  depends in  pa rt 
on the num ber o f hours they w il l  
work and how much overtim e 
they w ill earn. The actual money 
increase per day may va ry  from  
less than $1 per day to  as h igh 
as $1.25 per day. The add itiona l 
increases w ill a ll accrue as a re ­
s u lt o f increased hours o f w ork.

O f course, th is  is a fa r  c ry  
fro m  the o r ig in a l demand o f $2 
a day increase. B u t in  view  o f 
the present w a r s itua tion  and the 
trem endous forces »lined up 
aga inst the m iners and th e ir  
demands, the present agreem ent 
can on ly  be in te rp re te d  as a 
s igna l v ic to ry .

C O U R A G E  A N D  S O L ID A R IT Y

W hat an unexam pled demon­
s tra tio n  the m iners have given 
the labo r movem ent o f heroism , 
o f unbreakable courage, o f sacri­
fice and fa ith , o f so lid a rity . E a r ly  
in  the s trugg le , Roosevelt pe r­
sonally assumed the generalship 
in the f ig h t to housebreak the 
m iners ’ un ion and to beat ou t o f 
the m iners ’ hearts the s p ir it  o f 
independence and da ring . He 
th re w  a t them  eve ry th ing  lie had.

Only The Italian 
Trotskyists Fight 
For Socialism

“ . . . A ccord ing to P ie tro  
Treves, r ig h t w ing  Socialist 
leader, w r it in g  in  ‘Labour 
Discussion Notes' fo r August, 
o f the s ix  dem ocratic and 
w orkers ’ parries which made 
th e ir  appearance on the fa ll 
o f M ussolin i, the on ly pa rty  
which stood fo r  the Socialist 
Republic was the Ita lia n  
T ro ts k y is t P a rty . . .”  (S oc ia lis t 
Appeal [ B r it is h  J October, 
1943.)

He used aga ins t them  the vast 
resources o f the c a p ita lis t state, 
and o f his own v ir tu a lly  un lim ited  
w a r-tim e  powers. He threatened 
the m iners w ith  troops, w ith  the 
d ra ft,  w ith  ja i l .  B u t the m iners 
rem ained undism ayed and they 
continued to hold th e ir  ground.

They firs t s truck to a man on 
M ay 1. They ignored Roosevelt’s 
order to call o f f  the s tr ik e  and 
dem onstra tive ly  went back to 
w ork on ly under the ins tructions 
o f th e ir  own union’s po licy com­
m ittee. One month la te r, the 
m iners began th e ir  second general 
s trike . A ga in  they respected the 
ins tructions o f th e 'r  leaders and 
a fte r  a few days returned to 
work.

The W ar Labor Board, flushed 
w ith  v ic to ry , increas ing ly  a rro ­
g a n t in  its  consciousness o f 
power, then proceeded to tu rn  
down every s ingle agreem ent th a t 
the m iners succeeded in  w inn ing  
fro m  the operators. They rejected 
out o f hand the agreem ent w ith  
the  Centra l Pennsylvania opera­
tors. They then turned thum bs 
down on the I ll in o is  m ine agree­
ment. On June 18, the W LB  
crowned its  w o rk  o f in fa m y  by 
f la t ly  re jec tin g  the demand o f 
p o rta l- to -p o rta l pay and dicta ted 
a “ ye llow  dog”  con tract, w h ich  i t  
declared the m iners ’ union m ust 
s ign. Three days la te r, the m iners 
walked ou t again. The th ird  
general coal s tr ik e  was on.

S T A L IN IS T  F IN K S
The ne x t day Lew is  again in ­

structed the m iners to  re tu rn  to 
w ork , em pty-handed, under a 
“ truce ”  u n til Oct. 31, provided the 
mines rem ained under governm ent 
contro l.

Thus the great s trugg le , which 
the U n ited M ine W orkers began 
on M arch 10 seemed fated to end 
in defeat. The three m onths o f 
e ffo r t,  sacrifice, and fig h tin g  
seemed in  vain. The forces 
arrayed against the m iners ap­
peared too strong  to repulse.

Roosevelt, whose im posing la ­
bor edifice was repeatedly in  
danger o f top p lin g  under the 
fu rio us  th ru s ts  o f the m iners,

(Continued on page 2)

Election Trends Of 1943 Demonstrate Need Of Labor Party
The results of this year’s elections showed a development and® 

deepening of the main trends observable in the November 1942 
elections. Roosevelt and his Democratic Party sustained new 
defeats. Such While House favorites as cx-Ambassador B u llitt 
who ran for Mayor in Philadelphia and Lieutenant-General 
Haskell who ran for Lieutenant-Governor in New York, lost to 
the Republicans.

Another big blow to Roose-®---------------------------------------------
ve il was the election of a 
Republican Governor in Ken­
tucky, a state that had given 
the Democrats a m ajority of 
106,000 four years ago. The,

Republicans • also scored s ig n if i­
can t v ic to ries  over the Democrats 
in  Newr Jersey and in m any local 
elections.

The Republican gains can he 
accounted fo r in la rge measure 
.by the grow ing discontent o f the 
m iddle classes w ith  the Roosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  whkfh they hold 
responsible fo r th e ir  su ffe rings .

M any w h ite -co lla r workers, c iv il 
service employees, sm all business 
men and farm ers expressed th e ir  
resentm ent agk inst the con­
sequences o f the w ar by vo ting  
fo r Republican o r anti-Roosevelt 
candidates. T h is  sw ing back to 
the Republican p a rty  is especially 
m arked in the ru ra l regions. 
Am erican In s t itu te  o f Public 
Opinion figures show th a t in  
1,058 counties in the M idw est 
fa rm -b e it the Republicans have 
increased th e ir  contro l fro m  121 
in 1932 to 925 in 1943.

Here and there these ex­

asperated m iddle-class elements 
have been jo ined by Negroes, dis- 
il usioned by Roosevelt’s fa ilu re  
to f ig h t d isc rim ina tion  and by his 
patronage o f the Southern po ll- 
taxers.

The w o rk in g  class in the 
m ain continued to back Roose­
ve lt's  Dem ocratic P a rty  and the 
Roosevelt - backed candidates. 
Roosevelt’s name, however, has 
lost its  old magic. The w orkers 
were apathetic and saw no real 
stake in the elections. Large num ­
bers o f them stayed aw ay from  
polls. V o tin g  everywhere was un­
usua lly  lig h t. T h is  year like  the 
last, hundreds o f thousands o f 
w orkers could see no appreciable 
d iffe rence between the candidates 
and program s o f the tw o  ca p ita lis t 
parties. N o t enough in  any case 
to evoke enthusiasm  or to send

them  to  the polls. They showed 
l i t t le  enthusiasm  and gave scanty 
support to the so-called “ labo r”  
candidates placed on the Demo­
c ra tic  ticke ts. They pe rm itted  
M urphy, the Dem ocratic candidate 
backed by the A F L  and CIO in 
N ew  Jersey, to go down to defeat. 
They did no t tu rn  out in su ffic ien t 
num bers to elect F rank  F itz ­
gera ld , endorsed by the labor 
movem ent o f D e tro it. N o r d id  they 
go fo r  H askell the A l.P -endorsed 
Dem ocratic candidate fo r  L ieu ­
tenant-G overnor in  New Y ork .

The election results were a k ick 
lin the fa re  fo r  H illm a n ’s N a­
tiona l P o litica l Action  Com m ittee 
set up by the CTO bureaucrats to 
head o f f  the labor pa rty  move­
ment. A ll the money, m eetings 
and ballyhoo o f H illm a n 's  Com­
m ittee  couldn’t ra lly  the mass of

w orkers to ,  Roosevelt's Demo­
cra tic  P a rty , which has struck 
them such te rrib le  blows, especial­
ly  in ■ the period since Pearl 
Harbor.

When a ffo rded  an o p po rtu n ity , 
the w orkers  indicate th a t they 
w a n t to make a decisive break 
w ith  the discred ited cap ita lis t 
machines. They showed th is  in 
New Jersey and M ich igan before 
the elections by th e ir  demands 
fo r  the creation o f an inde­
pendent labo r p a rty . They d is­
played the same a ttitu d e  in the 
c u rre n t elections by th e ir  in d if ­
ference tow ard  labo r candidates 
run n ing  on ca p ita lis t p a rty  
tickets.

The New Y o rk  C ity  workers 
revealed these sentim ents by 
th e ir  continued lo y a lty  to  the 
A m erican Labor P a rty . Even

though the A L P  has been fo r  the 
past year a fac tiona l foo tb a ll be­
tween tw o  contending cliques of 
unscrupulous, reac tiona ry  p o lit i­
cians and o ffe red no rea l labor 
program , i t  nevertheless polled 
its  h ighest re la tive  vote since 
1937. 288,508 voted A L P  in New' 
Y o rk  C ity , am ounting  to 19.4 per 
cent o f the to ta l ba llo ts. The A L P  
also succeeded in e lecting several 
candidates to the C ity  Council.

The election resu lts  w ill un­
questionably fu r th e r strengthen 
the reactionary forces n o w 
dom inant in  W ashington. I t  w ill 
fu r th e r  embolden the Dies, the 
Smiths, the Connallys. I t  is vain 
to im agine tha t the ignom inious 
collapse o f the much heralded 
M u rra y -H illm a n  CIO P o litica l 
A ction  Com m ittee and its  policy 
o f suppo rting  “ p ro -labor”  Roose­

velt-backed Dem ocratic candidate* 
w ill swerve the CIO  bureaucrats 
from  th e ir  fa ta l course.

These cynical bureaucrats are 
more a fra id  o f an independent 
labor p a rty  than they are o f a 
Republican v ic to ry . They have a l­
ready announced th a t come v 'ha t 
m ay they w ill not support a labor 
p a rty  movement.

The labo r m ilita n ts  who fough t 
so hard and so courageously fo r  
the creation o f an independent 
labo r p a rty  in M ich igan, in New 
Jo sey and elsewhere m ust now' 
draw' the lessons from  the labor 
debacle in the 1943 elections. The 
need o f the hour is to  spread the 
word th rou gh ou t the labo r ranks 
th a t a con tinuation  o f the present 
“ company un ion ism ”  on the  p o li­
tica l field w ill end on ly  in s t i l l  
g rea te r defeats in  1944 and w ill

pave the W’ay fo r  the g ro w th  and 
s treng then ing o f reaction.

A n  independent labo r p a rty , 
tha t figh ts  fo r  a re a lis tic  and 
m ilita n t program  o f action which 
w ill answer the pressing problems 
o f the poor people everywhere—  
o f the in d u s tr ia l w'orkers, the 
w h ite  co lla r w orkers, the sm all 
fa rm ers  as well as the low er 
m iddle class o f the c itie s— w ill  
be able to w»ld the w o rk in g  class 
behind its  f ig h tin g  banner and 
the w orkers w ill in  tu rn  be able 
to g ive leadership to ever w ide r 
sections o f the m iddle class. The 
sweeping electora l v ic to ries  o f the 
Canadian Labor P a rty , the CCF, 
dem onstrate th a t th is  is a 
th o ro ug h ly  rea lis tic  program . 
T h is  constitu tes the next g re a t 
task  o f A m erican labor.
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Wartime Strike Struggles In Great Britain
By W illia m  F. W arde

In  B r ita in  the w orkers are beginn ing to 
move fo rw a rd . W idespread d iscontent has 
led to the ou tbreak o f s trikes among dock­
ers, m iners, engineers, e lectric ians, sh ip­
ya rd  w orkers , tra n s p o rt w o rkers  and others. 
The num ber o f s trikes in  September set a 
new h igh fo r  the period o f th is  w a r. There 
were 200 s trikes in September compared to 
10 in A ugust.

A s in  the U . S „ the B r it is h  coal m iners 
have been in the fo re fro n t, w ag ing  a de­
term ined and prolonged ba ttle  against the 
employers. For the f i r s t  nine hiohths o f 
1943 there  were 577 m ine s tr ikes  in vo lv in g  
200.200 m iners. A f te r  a lu l l  in  October, the 
s tr ik e  wave has again started  to  m ount. 
New w a lkou ts o f m iners, engineers and 
stevedores h iarked the f i r s t  days o f N o ­
vember.

Barrows Strike
The v ic to ry  gained a fte r  an 18-day s tr ik e  

by  9,500 engineering, e lec trica l and a llied  
trades w orkers  o f the V icke rs -A rm s tro n g  
p lan t a t B arrow s-in -Fu rness has been the 
m ost s ig n ifica n t o f these recent s tr ik e  s tru g ­
gles. W age rates in the Barrow s p la n t o f 
V icke rs -A rm s tro n g  are among the lowest 
in  the country. The basic ra te  fo r  engineers 
has rem ained the same fo r  29 years!

A f te r  leng thy  nego tia tions between the 
na tioha l executives o f the unions, the em-

ployers federations and the governm ent, the 
N a tiona l A rb itra t io n  T rib u n a l m ade'a gen­
era l wage aw ard known as “ 326”  w h ich 
is the B r it is h  rough equ iva lent o f the W ar 
Labor Board ’s L it t le  Steel fo rm u la . Then 
fo llow ed six  m onths o f fru it le s s  nego tia ­
tions between the B arrow s w orkers  and the 
employers.

“ W h ile  they continued to pursue th e ir  de­
mands th rough  the legal channels,”  re ­
po rts  the S oc ia lis t Appeal, a B r it is h  T ro t­
sky is t paper, “ the w orkers c la im  th a t the 
bosses laughed a t them and blocked every 
mov'd; the G overnm ent g run ted  and fobbed 
them o ff,  and thè leaders o f the respective 
trade  tih ibhs made the usual èxctises.”

H a v ing  exhausted a ll channels o f nego­
t ia tio n , disgusted w ith  the d ila to ry  tactics 
o f thé top leaders, thè B arrow s engineers a t 
a hiàss m èètihg on Sept. 16 unanim ously 
Voted trt go out on s tr ike . T h e ir action was 
fu l ly  supported by the womeh engineers in 
thé p lan t ahd By e igh t o ther local unions 
th a t détidèd tò  c'ofhe ou t w ith  them.

Strike B ulletin
A lm o st every section o f the com m unity  

—  w h ite -co lla r w orkers, shop assistants, 
shop-keepers, soldiers and sailors —  was in  
sym pa thy w ith  the. s tr ike rs . Collections 
were taken in  res tau ran ts  and o ther public 
ga the ring  places fo r  the s tr ik e  fund. Even 
the local police were reported fr ie n d ly  to 
the pickets.

The S trike  Com m ittee issued re g u la r bu l­
le tins  e ffe c tive ly  re p ly in g  to a ll a ttacks 
aga inst the s tr ik e  and re p o rtin g  support 
received fro m  o ther pa rts  o f the country. 
These bu lle tins  were pasted up in prom inen t 
places and also c ircu la ted fro m  hand to 
hand. They fea tu red a “ Roll o f G reatest 
D ishonor”  w h ich named the 7 or 8 who 
scabbed in  the s trike .

One scab was picketed by 2,000 w orkers 
who lined the &tVe;e’ts fro m  the sh ipyard  to 
his home. He Went home “ i l l ”  th a t a f te r ­
noon.

B itte re s t aga ihst the scabs and S ta lin is t 
s trike -b reakers  W ert the women who played 
a p a rt equal to the liven in the s trugg le  and 
repelled a ll a ttem p ts  o f the top union o f­
fic ia ls  and bosses to  s p lit  the men and w o­
men w orkers. Accord ing to  the Socia list 
Appeal, the women s tr ike rs  “ revealed a 
s o lid a rity  and de term ination  th a t would 
no t have seemed possible tw o  years ago.”

The Barrow s w orkers were f ig h t in g  
aga inst tremendous odds. A  na tioha l issue 
was involved upon Which the BPsses would 
not easily re tre a t since a v ic to ry  would d is ­
rup t the a ttem p t to  put a 10W ce iling  on 
w orkers wage's. The whole h iach ihery of 
the governm ent, W ith the aid Of the capi­
ta lis t press, the top union Officials ahd the 
S ta lin is t s trike-b reakers . Was b rough t in to  
p lay against the BarPOvVs Workers in  an 
e f fo r t  to iso late them ahd break up th e ir  
s tr ike .

Stalinist Strike-breakers
A fte r  w a it in g  fo u r days to see i f  the 

s tr ik e  would fizz le  out, the top un ion o ff i­
cials f i r s t  tr ie d  to  s p lit  the e lectric ians from  
the engineers. W hen th is  maneuver fa iled , 
the N a tiona l Executive Com m ittee o f the 
Am algam ated Engineers Union suspended 
the D is tr ic t  Com m ittee which was leading 
the “ ille g a l”  s tr ik e  and had the fu ll confi­
dence o f the local union members. The 
w orkers unan im ously voted a s trong  p ro ­
tes t against th is  un ion-busting  action as 
d id  A E U  members in o ther sections. Mean­
w h ile  le tte rs  o f support fro m  o ther local 
Unions con ta in ing  donations fo r  the s tr ik e  
fund poured unceasing ly in to  the S trike  
Com m ittee’s headquarters.

The S ta lin is ts  m obilized a herd o f scabs 
to  t r y  and break the s o lid a rity  o f the w o rk ­
ers. Am ong them  were P. Devine, Lanca­
shire Com m unist P a rty  o rgan ize r; S. A b ­
bo tt, member o f the CP cen tra l com m ittee ; 
J. Owen, member o f the B r it is h  D a ily  W o rk ­
e r ed ito ria l board; and several S ta lin is t 
A E U  o ffic ia ls .

The CP sent A b b o tt to  in s tru c t Tom 
Rawlinson. secre tary o f  the S trike  Com­
m ittee , who was fo rm a lly  a CP member, to 
resign from  the S trike  Com m ittee and get 
the men back to w o rk . Raw linson, an honest 
w o rk in g  ¿lass m ilita n t, to ld  the S ta lin is t 
S trike-b reaker th a t he a lready considered 
hih iS elf outside the CP and fo r th w ith  re ­

ported the conversation to  the Strike- Com­
m ittee.

Attack on Trotskyists
The T ro tsky is t Socia list Appeal d is tr ib u ­

ted a special supplem ent ca lling  upon a ll 
w orkers to g ive support to the Barrow s 
s tr ike rs  and po in ting  out tha t “ a v ic to ry  
fo r  the B arrow s w orkers is a v ic to ry  fo r  
the w orkers everywhere.”

The iiio s t venomous attacks o f the bosses, 
th e ir  governm ent and press, the top union 
o ffic ia ls  and the S ta lin is ts  were concentra­
ted upon the T ro tsky is ts .

C h u rch ill’s ch ie f labo r lieu tenan t, E rnest 
Bevin. breathed fire  and thunder against the 
w o rkers  and against the T ro tsky is ts . The 
London D a ily  Express o f Oct. 1 reported 
in scare headlines th a t: “ M in is try  o f Labor 
experts  are devis ing leg is la tion  to punish 
T ro tsky ite s  and o ther a n ti-w a r ag ita to rs  
who have set up an o rgan iza tion  to seek 
out grievances, and then send special em is­
saries to fac to ries  and niihes fo r  the p u r­
pose o f u rg in g  s tr ik e  action .”

B u t the combined e ffo r ts  o f the bosses, 
the governm ent, th e ir  labo r stooges and the 
S ta lin is t scabs to smash the s tr ik e  and 
raise a hue and c ry  aga inst the T ro tsky is ts  
were shattered by the unbreakable u n ity  and 
s o lid a rity  o f the w orkers. A t  a mass meet­
ing  o f 8.000 w o rkers  held tw o  weeks a fte r  
the s tr ik e  started , on ly  about 20 voted fo r  
the S ta lin is t po licy o f go ing back to w o rk

w ith o u t a settlem ent. A t  th is  same m eeting 
the s tr ik e rs  passed a reso lu tion  w a rn ing  the 
boss class and top trade union leaders th a t 
any a ttem pt to v ic tim ize  the s tr ik e  leaders 
would be met w ith  renewed s tr ik e  action.

Lessons of Struggle
F our days la te r the s tr ik e rs  re tu rned  v ic ­

to rio us ly  to w o rk , having won d e fin ite  wage 
increases. Above a ll, they had gained eon- 
fidehce in  th e ir  own independent pówér and 
f ig i i t i i ig  capacities, th e  u n ity  in  action ex­
h ib ited  by thé B arrow s w o rkers  has tá ü g h t 
thé arm am ent k ings  a lesson the y  w i l l  no t 
soon fo rge t.

Thé suc'cessful s tru g g le  o f the  B arrow s 
w orkers  w i l l  also teach th e ir  fe llo w  w o rk ­
ers a num ber o f im p o rta n t lessorts. I t  has 
served to  expose the cowardice and im po­
tence o f the top union leaders and the th o r­
ough ly reac tiona ry  scab policies o f the S ta­
lin is ts . I t  dem onstrated th a t 18 days o f 
s tr ike  action go t resu lts, w h ile  m oré tha n  
s ix  and a h a lf m onths o f a rb itra t io n  b rough t 
no tliing . I t  disclosed the existence o f a new 
e .iilita n t leadership in the lo w er ranks o f 
the unions.

O f the utm ost s ign ificance is the fac t th a t 
th is  v ic to ry  was achieved by w orkers in ­
spired by the program  o f the T ro tsky is ts . 
As the s tr ik e  wave spreads, m ore and more 
m ilita n ts  w ill fo llo w  the t r a i l  blazed by the 
Barrow s vanguard.

TTRADE 
NOTES

By M arvel Scholl

The ra ilroa d  wage dispute has 
entered another stage. On M on­
day, Nov. 8, the Shaw panel, ap­
pointed by Roosevelt in  h is  la test 
m aneuver to  s ta ll the settlem ent 
o f the ra ilw a y  workers demands 
fo i- increased wages, made its  
report. Appointed la s t m onth to 
reconsider the wage demands o f 
the 1,100,000 non-opera ting r a i l­
road employes, the board has 
recommended a wage increase o f 
fo u r  cents an hour. P rovis ion is 
also made fo r  a s lid in g  increase 
up to  ten cents per hour fo r  some 
o f the lowest paid categories.

The 15 ra ilw a y  unions rep re­
sen ting  the non-opera ting ra ilw a v  
workers have previously rejected 
an alm ost sim clar proposal. The 
Unions hold th a t the agreement 
they negotiated w ith  the carrie rs  
on A ug. 7, which provides fo r  an 
8 cents an hour increase, has 
settled the dispute under the 
provis ions o f the R a ilw ay  Labor 
A c t.

The appo intm ent o f the Shaw 
board Was ille g a l under the 
prov is ions o f the R a ilw ay  Labor 
A ct. Roosevelt, in  his mad 
stampede to d itch  the ra ilw a y  
w orkers  ou t o f th e ir  wage in ­
crease, has had to  v io la te  the 
provis ions o f the cap ita lis ts ’ own 
laws.

* * %

M eanwhile a m illio n  and one- 
h a lf  ra ilw a y  w orkers are m a rk ­
in g  th e ir  s tr ik e  ba llo ts. On Dec. 1 
the ba llo ts  w ill have been ta llie d  
and a s tr ike  date is supposed to 
be set.

The action o f the Toledo r a i l­
w ay unions gives an ind ica tion  of 
the general mood p re va ilin g  
among the ra ilroa d  w orkers. They 
he ld the la rges t m eeting o f the 
ra ilroa d  w orkers since the 1920 
days, ju s t p r io r  to the Chicago 
Oct. 26 m eeting o f the ra ilroa d  
un ion heads. Toledo is the th ird  
la rge s t ra ilro a d  center in  the 
country.

The m eeting was called by a 
delegated body, representing 34 
locals and lodges and 21 c ra fts . 
I t  unan im ously passed three 
reso lu tions: (1) em pow ering the 
genera l chairm en and o ther union 
o ffic ia ls  a t the ‘Chicago m eeting 
to  press fo r  f u l l1 wage demands—  
20 cents per hour fo r  the non­
opera ting  wokers and 30 cents 
per hour fo r  the opera ting  w o rk ­
ers— and prom ised th a t “ i f  a 
s tr ike  becomes necessary we w il l  
w a lk  o f f  the jobs to  a m a n ;”
(2) c a llin g  on the union o ffic ia ls  
to  take a general s tr ike  vote;
(3 ) se ttin g  up the delegated body 
which had called the  m eeting as 
a perm anent council to “ co­
operate w ith  o ther labo r groups 
in  the m un ic ipa l elections and in 
fu tu re  elections.”

* * :\i

W hile  the wage demands are 
be ing sta lled and Roosevelt’s 
hatchet-m en are issu ing dire 
w arn ings about “ in fla t io n ,”  the 
ra ilroads  are scooping up super­
p ro fits  in  bucke ts -fu ll.

F igures ju s t released by Labor 
Research Association show tha t 
fo r  the f i r s t  e igh t m onths o f 1943, 
ra ilroa d  p ro fits  have risen 23% 
over the p ro fits  fo r  the same 
period in  1942— and 1942 was the 
“ h igh peak in  p ro fits  in ra ilroa d  
h is to ry .”

M oreover, “ costs per m anhour 
have dropped 21% since 1938 
w h ile  m anpower p ro d u c tiv ity  
measured in  te rm s o f revenue

tra ff ic  carried  per m anhour has 
increased 47%.”

* * -Jr.

The U n ited  A utom obile  W orker
o f Nov. 1 ca rried  the fo llo w in g  
dispatch on the Congressional 
hearings o f the U A W  B rew ster 
local :

“ From  every qu a rte r and w ith ­
out le t-up the members o f 
B rew ste r A eronautica l, Local 365, 
U A W -C IO , have been a t the 
rece iv ing  end o f a barrage o f 
in su lt, provocation and general 
abuse d u rih g  the past tw o  months.

“ The attacks are so thorough 
and complete ds to  lead to the 
im m ediate Suspicion th a t they are 
organized and purposeful.

“ H igh  N avy  o ffic ia ls , members 
o f both Houses o f Congress have 
jo ined w ith  company b ig -w igs  in 
an e f fo r t  to  constitu te  themselves 
a new R e lie f Commission to  feed 
the hu ng ry  m ouths o f a rapacious 
reactionary press.

“ Led by the W ashington Post, 
a ll the newspapers in  the area's 
a ffected by the tr i-s ta te  B rew ste r 
C orporation, w ith  p lan ts in  New 
Y o rk , New Jersey and Pennsyl­
vania, have assigned th e ir  top 
f l ig h t  newsmen to cover l ’a ffa ire  
B rew ste r. W ha t is the condition 
th a t ca lls fo r th  th is  accum ulation 
o f power aga inst the members 
o f th is  aggressive and e ffec tive  
local o f the U A W -C IO ?  W hat 
are the fac ts  behind i t  a ll?  . . .

“ W ha t they ob ject to is the 
fa c t th a t B rew ste r local has one 
o f the fe w  union shop contracts 
in  the a irc ra ft  in d u s try . . .

“ Despite m onths o f investiga ­
tion  by the F B I and com m ittees 
o f both houses, the union at 
B rew ste r’s stands w ith  its  head 
h igh and free  o f any charges th a t 
w ill hold w ater. . .”

*  '* *

The s tr ik e  o f 3,000 w orkers who 
walked out o f the N a tiona l 
Supply Company's Span-C halfant 
p la n t in  P ittsb u rg h  las t week has 
ended. The agreem ent reached has 
been ra tifie d  by the w orkers. The 
dispute arose over the f ir in g  o f 
a U n ited  Steel W orkers  U n ion 
grievance com m itteem an who had 
been accuséd o f “ fom en ting ”  a 
s tr ik e  in the ho t m il l on S a tu r­
day.

The case w i l l  be re fe rred  to  an 
a rb itra to r  under the con tract 
provisions.

This s tr ik e  wàS m arked by the 
Use o f thè ne\V s tr ikeb rea k ing  
Weapon: the th re a t to im m edia te ly 
d ra ft  a ll s tr ike rs . 700 o f the 
d ra ft-a g e  s tr ike rs  were warned 
tha t unless they re turned to w ork  
im m ed ia te ly  they would be re ­
classified to  1A and held fo r  im ­
m ediate induction. D ra ft  Board 
No. 3 had already reclassified 
e igh t o f the s tr ike rs  and ordered 
ea rly  physical exam inations fo r  
them, when the s tr ik e  ended.

*  *  *

M ine explosions, snu ffing  out 
the lives o f m iners, have become 
an a lm ost w eekly occurrence. One 
m ore such d isaster took place 
when an explosion shook the 
underground w o rk ings  o f the 
A m erican R o ll in g . M ills  Com­
pany ’s No. 3 m ine a t N e llis , W . 
Va. on F r id a y  evening, Nov. 6. 
Rescue w orkers began im m edia­
te ly  to  search and d ig  fo r  the 
bodies o f 35 to  40 m iners believed 
to  have been in  the w ork ings. By 
N ov, 7 the m ine explosion had 
already cla im ed its  ten th  v ic tim .

Coal Miners Break L ittle  Steel Formula
(Continued fro m  page 1)

succeeded in  ra lly in g  h is forces. 
The m iners had to  re tu rn  to  the 
p its  w ith o u t w in n in g  any o f th e ir  
m a jo r demands. The W LB , which 
m any tim es in  the heat o f the 
s trugg le  was about to  succumb 
under the m iners ’ assault, was 
enabled to  reassert its  a u th o r ity  
and impose an even m ore auto­
c ra tic  con tro l over the trade 
unions.

The M urrays , Greens, Thomases 
and the S ta lin is t finks  had done 
th e ir  w o rk  o f treachery and 
be trayal; They had stabbed the 
m iners in the back. They had 
provided Roosevelt w ith  the 
necessary backing to  w eather the 
cris is  and to s tab ilize  h is regim e. 
They had enabled Roosevelt to 
make his A p r i l 8 “ ho ld -the-line ”  
order s tick . They had given him  
the indispensable assistance which 
he so sore ly needed to force 
th rough  the wage and labor 
freeze.

U N IO N -B U S T IN G  D R IV E

The b itte r  s trugg le  iin coal 
revealed before the eyes o f the 
whole labor movement tha t the 
union bureaucrats feared a m iners’ 
v ic to ry  ju s t as did Roosevelt and 
his henchmen.

The labo r movement suffered 
a serious defeat when the m iners 
w ent back to w o rk  em pty-handed, 
a t the conclusion o f the th ird  coal 
s tr ike . A ga in  Roosevelt was 
f irm ly  in the saddle. H is  labor 
po licy, apparently , was more 
secure than  ever before. H is W LB  
stooges began lo rd in g  i t  over the 
labo r movement w ith  increasing 
presum ption and high-handedness.

Roosevelt and Congress, fee ling  
th a t the tim e  was p rop itious, 
began ra in in g  new blows on the 
labor movement. The union- 
busting  d rive  assumed t ru ly  
g ig a n tic  p roportions. In  rap id -

fire  order, Congress w ith  Roose­
v e lt ’s com p lic ity , passed the 
S m ith-C ohha ily  “ s lave-labor”  Act. 
RooSévelt thén proceeded to 
smash the resistance o f de fian t 
sections o f the m iners ’ bnion by 
s ta rt in g  c fim ih a l pi-Oee'eclihgs 
under th is  same a n ti-s tr ik e  law  
aga inst fiiihe rs  in  western Penn­
sylvania . Bo'OseVelt c lim axed the 
an ti- la bo r 'driVè by h ib  “ sanctions”  
decréè ’o f Aug. 16 which went fa r  
beyohd the provis ions o f the 
S m ith-C ohha ily  A c t in  its  a n ti­
labor Ifèroèity. A l l  the while, the 
ad m in is tra tion  kep t dhhglin 'g be­
fore the eyes Of the Unions the 
th rea t o f a cOmpulsoty labor 
d ra ft.

SEA O F  S O L ID A R IT Y

There is ho question b u t th a t 
t lie  labo r movement suffered a 
depression, as thé un ion ists 
watched the cam paign o f labd r­
b a it in g  rise  to à fu rio u s  p itch  
While th e ir  own leaders continued 
to make one re tre a t a fte r  another 
before the a n ti- la b o r onslaught. 
The w orkers reasoned th a t i f  the 
m iners' w ith  th e ir  leadership 
could ho t w in, w ha t chance did  
they have under the leadership of 
the M urrays  and Greens. A  g row ­
in g  lis t l ’essness and bew ilderm ent 
was disc'erniblé in  labor ranks and 
was especially c le a rly  disclôséd 
by the conduct o f the union 
delegates a t the recent conven­
tions o f some o f thé lead ing in ­
te rna tion a l unions: the rabbet,
electrical', sh ipbu ild ing  and auto 
workers. The w orkers d id  no t see 
a w ay out.

B u t the m iners, as we see, 
refnairied la rg e ly  irtipervious to 
th is  pessim istic moOd. Thé m iners, 
liv in g  in  th e ir  sm all m iners’ 
towns, dwelled in  a w o rld  apart 
fro m  the venal colum nists and 
the tim e-servers who m anufacture 
public op in ion fo r  the b ig  ca p ita l­
is ts. The m iners knew  on ly the

O ur Chicago agent sent us 
the fo llo w in g  rep o rt concerning 
d is tr ib u tio n s  o f The M ilita n t 
which contained the U A W  con­
vention s to ry :

“ A ll 2,250 copies were d is tr ib u t­
ed at U A W  plants. In  a num ber 
o f instances fa m il ia r ity  w ith  the 
paper was evidenced by rem arks 
such as ‘There’s The M il i ta n t ’ or 
‘ Is tha t The M il i ta n t? ’

“ In  one o f the plants, in  which 
the local is  dom inated by S ta lin ­
ists, Workers Were seep on the day 
fo lloW ing the d is tr ib u tio n  show­
in g  the paper to a leading 
S ta lin is t and dem anding answers 
to statem ents contained in  the 
paper.

“ A t  another p lan t, unsolicited 
rem arks were heard fro m  tw o  or 
three w orkers to  the e ffec t th a t 
‘The paper has a good program , 
bu t some o f the th in gs  are hard 
to  understand.’

“ A t  ye t another p lan t, where 
the paper is d is tribu ted  every 
week, qu ite a num ber o f workers 
approach our d is tr ib u to rs  and ask 
fo r  The M ilita n t.

“ We are concen tra ting  on p lan t, 
un ion, and Negro d is tribu tions . 
The value o f repeated d is tr ib u ­
tions a t the same p lan ts  has been 
dem onstrated to  us by  the above 
and other, s im ila r  experiences.”

* •-:< *
O ur M ilw aukee agent also 

realizes the value o f reg u la r 
d is tribu tions . He w rite s :

“ Enclosed is $1 con tribu tion

which I  received fro m  a w o rke r 
a t a p la n t where I  d is tribu te . As 
yet I  have ho t been able to  get 
hold o f h im  fo r  a subscrip tion on 
th a t $1.”

*  *  sjc

In  the same m ail another le tte r 
fro m  our M ilwaukee agent b rings 
paym ent o f The M il ita n t  account 
in  advance and exp la ins:

“ As much as possible we are 
em bark ing on a po licy o f pay­
in g  our b i lls  at the beginn ing 
ra th e r than th'e end o f the fiscal 
nVonth, thus reducing th‘e ad­
m in is tra tive  overhead, low ering  
the b il l m a ilin g  cost, and prevent­
ing  prem ature grey h 'a 'r.”  *

*  *  *

A  w o rke r in  M inneapolis sent 
us $1 fo r  a s ix-m onth  subscrip­
tion , saying :

“ I  don’t  know i f  you r paper is 
s t i l l  published. I f  i t  is  hot, use 
the $1 to  buy some candy fo r  
some ch ild ren  a t Xm as.”

* * *
The fo llo w in g  order fro m  our 

Seattle agent prom pts us to aga’n 
rem ind our readers th a t our stock 
o f bound volumes fo r  the years 
p r io r  to 1942 is ge ttin g  low, tha t 
now is the tim e  to get you r bound 
volumes:

“ We have a request here fo r  
the bound volumes o f The M ilita n t 
and F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l fo r  the 
years 1939 th rough  1942. . . W ill 
you le t me know' how much the 
en tire  lo t  is? Paym ent w i l l  be 
made as soon as possible.”

jus tice  o f th e ir  case and the im ­
m ediacy o f th e ir  needs. On the 
whole they  remained oblivious to 
thé h igh pressure a ttem pts to 
dem ora lize and to d ivide them. 
They swain in a sea o f s o lid a rity  
add remained insu la ted fro m  ou t­
side “ p iib lic  op in ion”  by the sheer 
mass o f th e ir  ranks.

NO sooner did Ickcs tu rn  back 
the last o f the mines to the 
p riva te  owners on Oct. 13, than 
the m iners began to w a lk  out o f 
tkie p its. They ignored the orders 
Of Lewis, Of the union pol cy com­
m ittee , the W L B  and Roosevelt. 
B y thé tiih e  o f the “ truce”  dead­
line, On Oct. 31, the coal s tr ik e  
Was complete. The fo u rth  general 
s tr ik e  o f 530.600 coal m iners had 
begun.

W H Y  M IN E R S  SUC CEEDED

W here can anyone find in the 
annals o f labor, another such ex­
ample o f d iscip line, o f steadfast­
ness, o f s o lid a rity ?  The m iners 
w o rk  w ith  the danger o f in ju ry  
o r death as th e ir  constant com­
pan ion, W ha t a school th a t is ! 
The m iners are t r u ly  men w ith  
“ hearts o f oak.”  They are in d if ­
fe re n t to danger and they are 
contemptuous o f death. Three 
tim es they plunged in to  the ba ttle  
and th r te  tim es they were hurled 
back. B ut undaunted they  tr ie d  
again, and the fo u rth  tim e  they 
broke th rough . A nd in breaking 
th rough , they won not fo r  them ­
selves alone, bu t fo r  the labor 
movement as a whole. T lie  m iners ’ 
s trikes  o f 1943, ta k in g  place in 
the m idst o f the Second W orld  
W ar, w il l fo reve r rem ain a land­
m ark  in  the h is to ry  o f the A m e r­
ican class strugg le .

W hy did the m iners fin a lly  
succeed th is  tim e?  The fo u rth  
coal s tr ik e  took place a t the very 
m oment when a new labor cris is  
was ripen ing . The ra ilroa d  unions, 
whose leaders did no t l i f t  th e ir  
l i t t le  fingers to  help the m iners 
when Roosevelt was a tte m p tin g  
to p lunge a k n ife  in to  the heart 
o f th e ir  union, are themselves to ­
day l ig h t  up against the wàge- 
freeze. The ra ilw a y  workers are 
Seething w ith  dissat.'sfaction. The 
union o ffic ia ls  fee l th e ir  prestige 
is in the balance. T h is  reputed ly 
most conservative section o f the 
trade union movement has already 
declared the no -s trike  pledge ou t­
lived and the ra ilw a y  unions 
representing one and h a lf m il­
lion w orkers are today ta k in g  a 
s tr ik e  vote.

G R O U N D S W E LL

Roosevelt has read the hand­
w r it in g  on the w a ll. He has seen 
th is  g ia n t o f a labo r movement 
which has been betrayed by its

own top leadership, absorb a ll the 
repressive a n ti- la b o r leg is la tion , 
shake o f f  the la bo r-b a iting  cam­
pa ign, and s t i l l  re ta in  its  s treng th  
and its  f ig h tin g  capacities. Roose­
ve lt understands th a t in the last 
six m onths the repu ta tion  o f his 
labor lieutenan ts has reached an 
a ll- t im e  low, and the danger 
exists th a t they  m ay become com­
p le te ly  d iscred ited w ith  th e ir  own 
rank and file. He knows th a t when 
the chicken-hearted and em inently  
respectable “ labo r executives”  o f 
the ra ilw a y  unions begin to  ta lk  
— even though on th e ir  p a r t i t  
m ay be on ly  ta lk — about s tr ik e  
votes, th a t the groundswell o f 
d issa tis fac tion  and opposition 
m ust have assumed tru ly  g igan tic  
proportions.

Roosevelt has also learned th a t 
despite his repressions and despite 
his successful resistance to  the 
m iners’ demands, he cannot house- 
break th e ir  union, he cannot c o y ;  
th e ir  f ig h tin g  s p ir it ,  and he can­
not got the m axim um  coal 
production in  the absence o f a 
contract.

Should be t r y  again to force 
the m iners back em pty-handed, 
should he continue to g ive  the 
run-around to  the lo ng -pa tie n t 
and lo n g -s u ffe r in g  r a i l w a y  
w orkers, a t a tim e  when his 
own labor p o p u la r ity  is scrap­
in g  bottom  ? Should he again show 
h im se lf in  his true  colors as the 
ch ie f representative o f rapacious 
Am erican cap ita lism , m oving w ith  
g ia n t strides in the d irection  o f 
reaction ? Roosevelt came to  the 
conclusion th a t i t  would be sheer 
foo lhardiness on his p a r t to  a t­
tem p t to  meet the new labor cris is  
head on. He decided th a t i t  was 
necessary to  th row  a sop to  the 
w o rk ing  class in ord$r to bo lster 
the shaken a u th o rity  o f his labor 
L ieu tenants and to  streng then his 
own ad m in is lra tion .

L E A R N IN G  F A S T
Roosevelt pe rm itted  Ickes to 

sign the con tract w ith  the U M W  
and the ho lie r-than -thou  W LB
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had to  sw allow  its  in fla te d  pride 
and p ro m p tly  approve the con­
tra c t. Then Roosevelt announced 
the creation o f a five-m an com­
m ittee  to  “ s tud y”  the Bureau o f 
Labo r S ta tis tics  c o s t-o f- liv in g  
figures, long under fire  from  the 
labo r movement. W L B  Chairm an 
Davis showed in  which d irection 
the w ind was b low ing  by h is le tte r  
to W allace on Nov. 6: “ A s the 
m onths ro ll by and the board con­
tinues to hold wages to the 
general level o f Sept. 15, 1942, we 
become increasing ly  conscious o f 
the fac t' th a t we are asking one 
segment o f society to  do its  p a rt 
to  pro tect a ll Am ericans from  the 
ravages o f in fla t io n , w h ile  a t the 
same tim e, a s im ila r ob liga tion  
has no t been placed as heav ily  
upon the shoulders o f some o f the 
o ther segments o f th is  society.”  

T h is  is the same g lib , a rro ga n t 
P ark  Avenue la w ye r who but 
three m onths ago ruled th a t labo r 
had no r ig h t  “ to  demand wage 
increases beyond the Wage 
s tab iliza tion  polic ies o f the  W LB  
on the ground th a t o ther sectors 
o f our b a ttle line  aga inst in fla t io n  
are no t be ing held. . .”

The M urra ys  and Greens, who 
stalked and attacked the m iners 
fo r  s ix  m onths, who denounced 
th e ir  s tragg le  and excoria ted th e ir  
s tr ike , are now rush ing  headlong 
to  take advantage o f the m iners ’ 
v ic to ry . La bo r’s new d rive  fo r
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wage increases w il l  not rem ain 
confined, however, in the na rrow  
groove set by these labo r bureau­
crats. The Am erican w orkers are 
lea rn ing  fas t th a t the pussyfoot­
in g , cow ard ly  policies o f the M u r­
rays  and Greens on ly got them  
broken promises. They have now 
seen tha t the m ilita n t s trugg le  
o f the m iners f in a lly  acheived 
results.
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Negro Struggle
_  By David Ban Horn -

The FEPC— Is It Worth Saving?
La s t week a hue and c ry  went 

up fro m  the lib e ra l circles and 
some N egro leaders against 
C om ptro lle r General L indsay C. 
W a rre n ’s iu lin g  th a t governm ent 
contracts need not contain a non­
d isc rim in a tio n  clause. The ru lin g  
was made a fte r  thé Southwestern 
B ell Telephone Company had re ­
fused to s ign  a governm ent con­
tra c t  fo ib id d in g  d isc rim ina tion  
aga inst Negroes.

On Nov. 6 Roosevelt reversed 
W a rre n ’s order, s ta tin g  th a t the 
p rov is ions in  h is E xecutive order 
9346 could on ly  be in te rp re ted  as 
“ m andatory.”

The people who t r y  to  dress up 
Roosevelt as a a f ig h te r fo r  Negro 
r ig h ts  and who appealed to  the 
W h ite  House to  reverse W a rre n ’s 
decision, are now ju b ila n t. W a r­
ren ’s ru lin g , they  said, had 
deprived the FEPC o f power to 
punish the companies th a t J im  
C row  the Negroes. Roosevelt’s 
reversa l o f W arren ’s ru lin g  
presum ably restores th is  power 
to  the FEPC and makes it  an e f­
fective  weapon against Jim  Crow 
in in du s try . T h is  is what the 
libe ra ls  c la im . Let us see jus t 
what the sta tus o f the FEPC 
re a lly  >'s.

*  * #

The F a ir  E m ploym ent Practices 
Com m ittee, i t  w ill be remembered, 
was set up in June 1941 to ca rry  
ou t the o rig in a l executive order 
8802 fo rb id d in g  d isc rim ina tion  in  
governm ent agencies and w a r in ­
dustries. The executive order by 
ca tling  fo r  non-d iscrim ina tion  
clauses in  a ll governm ent con­
trac ts  was supposed to  g ive the 
FEPC  power to  f ig h t against 
d isc rim in a tio n  in in du s try . The 
FEPC could, in  theory , request 
the  governm ent to  revoke con­
tra c ts  o f companies v io la tin g  the 
P resident’s executive order.

But the tru th  o f the m a tte r is 
th a t in the tw o  and a h a lf years 
o f its  existence, the FEPC  never 
took steps to punish government 
con tractors who vio lated the 
P resident’s executive order. I t  is 
a m a tte r o f public record th a t the 
FEPC  chairm an who ju s t res ign ­
ed, F a the r Haas, declared tha t 
companies v io la tin g  the no n ­
d isc rim ina tion  clause in th e ir  gov­
ernm ent contracts have not been 
and woujd not be deprived o f 
th e ir  governm ent contracts be­
cause th is  would in te rfe re  w ith  
w a r production.

In  Roosevelt’s w a r program , 
the ca p ita lis ts ’ p ro fits  and produc­
tio n  come f irs t, and democracy 
and eq ua lity  fo r  Negroes last. 1 
N a tu ra lly , the defenders o f 
Roosevelt have, om itted  th is  fa c t 
in  the hu llaba lloo  they . have 
raised about the W arren  ru ling .

Is  i t  any wonder then th a t the 
FEPC  never even began the job 
o f w ip in g  out d isc rim in a tio n  in 
w a r in d u s try  and nev’er even tr ie d  
to  use the sm all police powers i t  
commanded in  theory?  The reason 
the FEPC has fa ile d  is th is , th a t 
Roosevelt never intended the 
FEPC  to be a weapon in  the 
s trugg le  aga inst d iscrim ina tion . 
In  o ther words, the FEPC  was 
created to  foo l the Negro people 
in to  th in k in g  the governm ent 
would act against» J im  C row  in 
in d u s try , and in  th is  w ay prevent 
the Negroes fro m  ta k in g  the road 
o f independent mass action. For, 
when the FEPC was set up by 
Roosevelt in  June, 1941, the m il i­
tancy o f the Negro people was 
a t a he ig h t and Randolph and 
o ther N egro  leaders were o r­
gan iz ing  a march on W ashington 
to  p ro test d isc rim in a tio n  against 
Negroes.

* * *

N o t on ly has the FEPC been 
a fa ilu re  so fa r  as stam ping out 
d iscrim ina tion  goes, but o f la te  i t  
has taken a reactionary an ti- 
Negro. an ti- la bo r tu rn . In  June,

the FEPC claimed th a t the 
segregation o f Negroes in 
separate parts  o f the yards o f a 
sh ipyard and drydock company 
in  Mobile, A labam a was not a 
fo rm  o f d iscrim ina tion . Th is has 
set a pa tte rn  fo r  segregation, 
p a rtic u la r ly  in  the South, which 
lias been fo llowed in  other in ­
stances.

La te ly , the FEPC  has concen­
tra ted  on cases in vo lv in g  unions 
th a t bar o r J im  Crow Negroes. 
The FE P C  p u b lic ity  has tended to 
create the im pression th a t unions 
are m a in ly  responsible f o r

The Imperishable Lessons Of October And 
Europe's Impending Socialist Revolution

\ d isc rim in a tio n  against Negroes.

T h a t the FEPC is w orth less to 
Negroes has been recognized by 
a m il ita n t N egro labo r leader, 
W illa rd  Townsend, president o f 
the Redcap union, and member 
o f the na tiona l executive board o f 
the CIO. A t  the national conven­
tion  o f the CIO las t week, 
Townsend proposed th a t the con­
ven tion  go on record as opposing

A Tribute To 
Albert Parker
E d ito r:

I am indeed so rry  tha t M r. 
A lb e rt Parker, colum nist, who 
wr.'tes “ The Negro S trugg le ”  
weekly, is be ing inducted in to  
the A rm y .

He w ill be missed by every­
one who has ever read that 
column. I t  was the most in ­
fo rm a tive  column tha t had 
been w ritte n  by anyone in a 
long tim e. He is a great loss 
to the paper and a greater loss 
to the Negro cliente le.

L. F. COLES 
New Y ork  C ity

a perm anent FEPC. Instead he 
called fo r  a federal law' m aking 
d isc rim ina tion  a crim e.

Not on ly are the supporters o f 
Roosevelt forced to fa ls ify  the 
record o f the FEPC bùt they m ust 
also hide how fa r  thé R'oosevelt 
a d m in is tra tio n  is w ill in g  to go 
in s a tis fy in g  the reactionary  
demands o f the po ll-ta x  congres­
sional po litic ians. Roosevelt’s task 
is to m o llify  them w ithou t com­
p le te ly  losing his libé ra l repu ta ­
tion among Negroes and workers.

To keep con tro l o f the Demo­
c ra tic  p a r ty  in  1944, the year of 
the presidentia l election, Roose­
v e lt needs the votes o f the Sduth- 
ern Bourbon bloc. One o f the  ways 
the g ru m b lin g  p o ll- ta x  congress- 
mén are kep t in  line  by Roosevelt 
is by m aking  sure th a t the FEPC 
has no rea l pov'er.

Roosevelt m ay discla im  and 
reverse W a rre n ’s ru lin g , bu t he 
is  responsible fo r  the fa c t a po ll- 
ta x  po litic ia n  was pu t in  à posi­
tio n  to  make such a ru lin g . 
W arren w'as appointed to  the post 
o f C om ptro lle r General fo r  
fifte en  years over the  pro tests o f 
Negro and libe ra l organizations.

M il ita n t  negroes can no more 
fo rg e t th is  fa c t than they can 
igno re  the actions o f another 
Roosevelt supporter, L iiid say , who 
d u rin g  h is  te rm  as representative 
fro m  the p o ll- ta x  s tate o f N o rth  
C aro lina dem onstra tive ly  barred 
Negroes fro m  ea ting  in  the 
res tau ran t o f - the House o f 
Representatives.

*  * *

The en tire  h is to ry  and record 
o f the FEPC are a ll p a rt o f the 
deception practiced by Roosevelt 
in  order to make the Negro 
masses believe tha t the govern­
ment represents and defends the ir 
in terests. Just the con tra ry  is 
true. The libe ra ls  and N egro lead­
ers be tray the Negro people when 
they advise them to re ly  on 
cap ita lis t po litic ians  to win 
equa lity  fo r  them.

B y  A lb e rt G oldm an
[ Extracts from speech on the twenty-sixth anniversary of 

the Russian Revolution delivered in New York C ity on Nov. 
7. 1043.]

*  *  #

F o r the first, tim e  in m any years we celebrate the ann iversary 
o f the October R evolution w ith  the joyous feeling' in  our hearts 
th a t we now have certa in  evidence th a t another October is com ing. 
F o r more than ten years ou r confidence in the com ing o f another 
October was based on our theory. B u t now we can po in t to  concrete 
evidence. The Ita lia n  workers have s truck  out th e ir  fist and th re a t­
ened to  take th e ir  f'>te into, th e ir  own hands. And th is  is the essence 
of October— the masses com ing out. 
as an independent force and taking; 
th e ir fa te  in to  th e ir  own hands.

The A pp a re n t P o tte r  
o j Fascism

W here are the theoretic ians who 
spoke o f fascism  as a new social 
o rder? W here are they who. echo­
ing  the boasts o f M usso lin i and 
H it le r ,  conceived o f the fascist 
regim e as one th a t w i l l  last fo r  
centuries?

«There is no doubt th a t a t tim es 
the power o f the ru lin g  class ap­
pears too stupendous to  be over­
th row n. How indestructib le  ap­
peared the power o f the Czarist 
m onarchy ju s t  p r io r  to the F ebru ­
a ry  R evo lu tion ! I t  had an arm y, 
police, and a church. The Russian 
w orkers were backward and the  A LB E R T G O LD M A N  
ru ra l population composed o f ig n o ra n t peasants. The F e b ru a ry  Revo­
lu tio n  came as a surp rise  to a ll except those who, accepting the 
method o f K a r l M arx , were able to  p'enetrate beneath the surface 
o f th in gs  and could the re fo re  see the development o f forces under­
m in in g  the power o f the autocracy.

A nd a fte r  a lapse o f on ly e igh t m onths the masses who had 
placed the M enshevik and S. R. Com prom isers in power th re w  them  
ou t and, under the leadership o f th e i Bolshevik P a rty , took power, 
and s truck  the m ost po w e rfu l b low  ever s tru ck  on beha lf o f fre e ­
dom and equa lity .

T,he f irs t  lesson o f the October R evolution is :  Do not consider 
the apparent power o f the ru lin g  class to the exclusion o f other 
fa c to rs ; look deeper and see the m igh t o f the masses who, under 
the stress and pressure o f circumstances, begin to see th ings  in  th e ir 
true  re la tionsh ips; and who —  once they un ite  and begin to act 
independently —  reveal a power th a t is irre s is tib le .

As we meet ton igh t, th a t lesson is d riven  home to  us. The power 
o f fascism  is c rum b ling  and when the masses o f Europe w i l l  un ite  
and act independently the ca p ita lis t m asters w ill he helpless. I f  the 
backward Russian w orkers  could achieve th e ir  October the w orkers  
o f I ta ly ,  Germ any, F rance and E ngland are sure ly  capable o f doing 
the very  same th ing .

*  *  *

The October Revolu tion has stood the tes t o f events under the 
m ost adverse conditions. I ts  enormous v ita l i t y  has been proved by 
the  te rr ib le  tes t to  which i t  has been subjected in  the present w ar. 
W here could the Soviet Un ion have found the power to  defend its e lf 
aga inst the grea test m il ita ry  machine in h is to ry  i f  no t fo r  the 
October Revolution ?

I t  is the Revolution w ith  its  na tiona liza tion  o f in du s try  and the 
in tro du c tion  o f a planned economy th a t enabled the Soviet U n ion 
to bu ild  a productive machine capable o f equipping th e  Red A rm y  
w ith  a ll the necessary weapons o f offense and defense. No m a tte r 
how g re a t the w 'illingness o f an a rm y  to  f ig h t  and die, i t  is helpless

i f  i t  does no t possess the proper weapons. A  g re a t p a r t o f the 
m ora le o f an a rm y depends upon the su ffic iency o f its  equipm ent. 
The October Revolu tion gave the Red A rm y  its  equipm ent.

# % #

Soviet M o ra le  Has Us R oots in  O ctobe r
W here vvould the Russian masses have found the necessary s p ir it  

and stam ina to go on f ig h t in g  desperately a f te r  the te rr ib le  defeats 
o f the f irs t  year i f  not fo r  the  October R evo lu tion? B y  October 
1942 the enemy had seized some o f the richest sections o f the 
country , had deprived the masses o f huge quan tities  o f food, had 
destroyed m any o f the fin e s t in d u s tr ia l centers, had taken m illio ns  
as prisoners and had k ille d  about tw e lve  m illio n  soldiers and c iv ilians. 
B u t the  a rm y  supported by the masses kep t on f ig h t in g  and has 
achieved v ic to ries  beyond our fondest hopes. N ever in h is to ry  has 
such m orale existed in a nation .

>} si? *

W hat S ta lin ism  Has Cost the  LiSSR
And one m ust never fo rg e t th a t the state rep resen ting  the 

Revolution is under the con tro l o f a bureaucracy to  whom the s p ir it  
o f October is com plete ly alien. The S ta lin is t bureaucracy constitu tes 
an enorm ously d if f ic u lt  obstacle in  the path o f the Soviet masses.

Some people see the v ic tories  o f the Red A rm y  bu t they do not 
see the te r r if ic  cost o f these victories, a cost which is due solely 
to the policies o f the K re m lin  bureaucracy. W ha t te rr ib le  damage 
resulted to the Soviet industries fro m  the purge o f the m ost capable 
executives! W ha t resentm ent was a i-oused in  the  masses by  the f a i l ­
ure o f the bureaucracy to consider the needs o f the consumers! How  
much damage was ac tu a lly  done to in d u s try  is shown by  the fa lse  
charges o f sabotage aga inst those who were u n flin c h in g ly  loya l to 
the Revolution. G reat damage was done to  the in d u s tr ia l machine 
no t by sabotage on the p a rt o f those who devoted th e ir  lives to  the 
R evolution, but by sheer incompetence on the p a r t o f the  loya l 
members o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

The e lim in a tio n  o f w o rke rs ’ democracy in  the  Soviet U n ion 
was the greatest s ingle b low  to  Soviet in du s try . The serious problems 
con fro n tin g  the w o rkers ’ s tate a fte r  the revo lu tion  can be solved 
on ly  by the active p a rtic ip a tio n  o f the masses in th e ir  solution. 
There are enormous resources o f in it ia t iv e  and s k il l in the masses 
and these can be u tilized  on ly i f  the w orkers fe e l free to  c ritic ize  
and to p a rtic ip a te  free ly . The bu ild ing  o f socialism  w ith o u t demo­
cracy is impossible.

I f  the Red A rm y  achieved v ic to ries  subsequent to  the m urder 
o f Tukhachevsky and o ther g re a t m il i ta ry  leaders, the S ta lin is ts  and 
th e ir  fe llow -trave le rs  a ttr ib u te  the v ic to ries  to  the  executions. B u t 
how about the te rr ib le  defeats o f the f irs t  yea r o f the w a r before 
a hew leadership was developed in  the m id s t o f the  c o n flic t?  The 
cost o f the v ic to ries  has been te r r ib ly  h igh  because o f the policies 
o f S ta lin ism .

*  *  #

W ha t a handicap S ta lin  has placed on the defense o f the Soviet 
Union by  s u b s titu tin g  the  rea c tion a ry  ideology o f Russian-na tio n a l­
ism and Slavic rac ia lism  fo r  the ideas o f October! The men who 
achieved the October R evolu tion and fo u g h t in  the C iv il W a r were 
anim ated by the ideas o f socia lis t in te rna tiona lism . They did n o t 
th in k  o f themselves as Russians f ig h t in g  fo r  Russia hut as w orkers 
f ig h tin g  fo r  the w orld  socia lis t revo lu tion, fo r  the ideas o f M arx  
and Engels. S ta lin  has proclaim ed the Soviet Un ion as a champion 
not o f the w o rk ing  masses but o f the Slavs.

# $

I f  the  Soviet masses have shown w onderfu l m ora le ’ i t  is  on ly  
because the y  have accepted the position  o f T ro ts k y  on the Soviet 
Un ion and the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. I  do no t mean to  im p ly  th a t 
the Soviet masses have read T ro ts k y ’s exp lanation  o f the na tu re  o f 
the Soviet U n ion. M any o f the m ore p o lit ic a lly  advanced elements 
have perhaps reached the same theo re tica l conclusion's. B u t the 
masses as a whole have been in fluenced by a ve ry  sim ple and ob­
vious fa c t. The October Revolu tion e lim inated the cap ita lis t, class. 
The state em anating  fro m  the R evolu tion nationa lized the  p ro p e rty  
o f the cap ita lis ts . A lth o u g h  S ta lin  has destroyed the freedom  and

C IO  To Demand W age Increases
(Continued from  page 1)

fo rm u la  a few  hours before Ickes 
signed a con tract w ith  Lew is does 
no t p u t M u rra y  in  the  vanguard 
o f the fig h t against Roosevelt’s 
wage-freeze. M any CIO  resolu­
tions against the L it t le  Steel 
fo rm u la  have prev ious ly  been 
passed. The recent U A W  conven­
tion  passed such a reso lu tion. B u t 
a ll o f these reso lu tions rem a in ­
ed pu re ly  academic declarations 
u n t il the m iners by  a s tr ik e  action 
smashed the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la .

S T E E L D E M A N D S

Now  M urra y , who before the 
m iners ’ v ic to ry  had confined h im ­
se lf to  a demand fo r  a price ro l l­
back, is cau tiously  creeping onto 
ground already conquered by the 
m iners. I t  has been o ff ic ia lly  an­
nounced th a t the U n ited  Steel-

TROTSKY SAID:

THE KEY SLOGAN FOR EUROPE
IN OUR REVOLUTIONARY ERA

Now  a fte r  the so very  nrom is- 
in g  beg inn ing o f the ^Russian 
revo lu tion , we have every reason 
to  hope th a t d u rin g  the course 
o f th is  present w a r a pow erfu l 
revo lu tiona ry  movement w ill be 
launched a ll over Europe. I t  is  
c lear th a t such a movement can 
succeed and develop and ga in 

v ic to ry  on ly  as a general European 
one. Iso la ted w ith in  na tiona l 
borders, i t  would be doomed to 
disaster. . .

The sa lvation o f the Russian 
revo lu tion  lies in  its  p ropagation 
a ll over Europe. Should the 
revo lu tiona ry  movem ent un ro ll 
its e lf  in  Germ any, the German 
p ro le ta r ia t would look fo r  and 
find  a revo lu tiona ry  echo in  the 
“ hostile ”  lands o f the west, and

i f  in one o f the European coun­
tr ie s  the  p ro le ta r ia t should snatch 
the power out o f the hands o f the 
bourgeoisie, i t  would be bound, be 
i t  on ly  to  re ta in  the power, to 
place i t  a t once a t the seiwice o f 
the revo lu tiona ry  movement in 
o ther lands. In  o ther words, the 
found ing  o f a stable reg im e o f 
p ro le ta rian  d ic ta to rsh ip  would 
on ly be conceivable th roughou t 
Europe in  the fo rm  o f a European 
Republican Federation. The u n if i­
cation o f the states o f Europe, 
to  be achieved ne ithe r by  fo rce  o f 
arm s no r by  in d u s tr ia l and 
d ip lom atic  agreements, would 
then be the ne x t unpostponable 
task  o f the tr iu m p h a n t revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p ro le ta ria t.

The U nited States o f Europe is

the slogan o f the revo lu tiona ry  
epoch in to  which we have entered. 
W hatever tu rn  the w a r operations 
m ay take la te r on, w hatever 
balance-sheet d ip lom acy m a y  
draw  out o f the present w ar, and 
a t w hatever tem po the revo lu tion ­
a ry  movem ent w ill progress in  
the near fu tu re , the slogan o f the 
U n ited  States o f Europe w il l  in 
a ll cases re ta in  a colossal mean­
in g  as the p o litica l fo rm u la  o f 
the s trugg le  o f the European 
p ro le ta r ia t fo r  power. In  th is  
p rogram  is expressed the fa c t 
th a t the na tiona l state has ou t­
lived its e lf— as a fram ew ork  fo r  
the development o f the produc­
tive  forces, as a basis fo r  the 
class strugg le , and thereby also 
as a state fo rm  o f p ro le ta rian  
d ic ta torsh ip . O ver against the 
conservative defense o f the  an­
tiquated na tiona l fa the rlan d  we 
place the progressive task, nam ely 
the creation o f a new, higher, 
“ fa th e rla n d ”  o f the revo lu tion , o f 
republican Europe, whence the 
p ro le ta r ia t alone w ill be enabled 
to  revo lu tion ize  and to  reorganize 
the whole world .

(F rom  “ The P rogram  o f Peace”  
w ritte n  in Russia in 1917 and 
rep rin ted  in  M ay, 1942 F o u rth  
In te rn a tion a l, page 157.)

w orkers o f A m erica, o f which 
M u rra y  is the president, W ill open 
the CIO cam paign fo r  wage in ­
creases. A  conference o f the U S A  
executive hoard w ith  the p res i­
dents o f the local’ unions is  to 
be held in  P ittsb u rg h  about Dec.
1 to  decide on the wage demands. 
O ther CIO unions are to  fo llow  
the lead o f the USA.

W h ile  w a rn in g  tha t local s trikes 
and stoppages would resu lt from  
the con tinuation  o f the L it t le  
Steel fo rm ula , M u rra y  hastened 
to reassure Roosevelt tha t he was 
not m aking  a th rea t bu t ra the r 
expressing a fea r th a t he would 
be unable to prevent such acts. 
I t  is c lear th a t the CIO o ffic ia ls  
are under heavy pressure from  
the membership. The w orkers 
-want and expect action.

Despite a ll the ca re fu l plans o f 
the cow ard ly  CIO o ffic ia ls  to  fish 
fo r  handouts fro m  the bosses and 
Roosevelt w ith o u t becoming in ­
volved in a f ig h t, they have been 
compelled by the m iners ’ v ic to ry  
to  set in  m otion forces which they 
w il l  be unable to  con tro l accord­
in g  to  plan.

E V E N T F U L  D A Y S  A H E A D

The rubber w orkers are bu rn ­
in g  w ith  ind igna tion  over the 
outrageous wage decision handed 
to them  by the W LB . They w an t 
and in tend to  get justice. The auto 
w orkers w ill take the CIO  conven­
tio n  decision as a signa l to 
launch a figh t fo r  wage increases. 
A nd  once the auto w orkers are 
in m otion, no bureaucrat is go ing j 
to lead them  around by the nose. 
They know  how to  figh t.

M u rra y  to ld  the convention th a t 
the CIO w ill no t use the s tr ike  
weapon, bu t w i l l  reso rt instead 
to p o lit ic a l action. L ike  the ro l l­
back dodge, th is  fo rm u la , too, is 
a piece o f connivery devised as an 
a lib i against re a lly  f ig h tin g  fo r 
th e  workers.. The CIO  o ffic ia ls  
in tend to continue c lin g in g  to 
Roosevelt’s coa tta ils . It de fin ite ly  
is  not the po licy o f the CIO  to 
organize a th ird  p a rty , M urra y  
in fo rm ed the delegates, but ra the r 
to abstain from  and discourage 
any move in  tha t d irection.

Seeking to  create the fa lse  im ­
pression th a t the y  re a lly  meant 
business when they spoke about 
po litica l action, the CTO offic ia ls , 
p u t th rough  a proposal to  raise 
$700,000 to finance the w o rk  o f 
the CIO  P o litica l A c tion  Com­
m ittee , headed by  Sidney H i l l ­
man. B u t the H illm a n  com m ittee, 
which has been in  existence fo r  
several m onths had l i t t le  progress 
to rep o rt to  the convention except 
how m any speeches H illm a n  has 
made.

I I IL L M A N IZ E D  CONGRESS

H illm a n  had prev ious ly  an­
nounced th a t he Was go ing to  get 
out the labo r vote in the Novem ­
ber elections and p u t the heat 
on the a n ti- la b o r Congressmen to 
b r in g  them  in to  line. He d idn ’t  
accomplish e ith e r objective. Judg­
in g  by the perform ance o f the 
Congress since i t  became H il l-  
manized, the w orkers, instead o f 
w a n tin g  to raise $700,000 fo r  H i l l ­
man to  c a rry  on his evangelical 
w ork, w ill demand th a t he rea fte r 
he be kep t aw ay fro m  a ll Con­
gressmen. A s  fo r  the cu rren t 
election, the w orkers dem onstrated 
th e ir  ind iffe rence  to  the  H illm a n - 
approved candidates by  s tay ing  
aw ay fro m  the po lls in  lai-ge 
numbers.

H illm a n 'd id n ’t  te ll (he conven­
tion  about the ha tchet-w ork tha t 
h :s com m ittee carried  out against 
the movement fo r  an independent 
labor p a rty  which has been 
developing in the CIO. especially 
in M ich igan and New Jersey. 
Opposition to the labor pa rty  
movement w ill continue to rem ain 
one o f the p rinc ipa l functions o f 
the H illm a n  com m ittee.

N E W  H O U R  H A S  STRUC K

V o ic in g  fo r  the f irs t  tim e  a 
d irec t c r it ic is m  o f Roosevelt, 
M u rra y  to ld  the convention th a t 
the president was equa lly  respon­
sible w ith  Congress fo r  the 
policies o f the W LB .

C oyly and no t ve ry  c leverly, 
M u rra y  and H illm a n  tr ie d  to 
im p ly  th a t they  were p u ttin g  
Roosevelt on probation. A  reso lu­
t io n  re ite ra tin g  support o f Roose­

v e lt as Com m ander-in-Ch ief was 
p u t th rou gh  the convention W ith 
the  assertion th a t the question of 
p o lit ic a l endorsement would have 
to  w a it  t i l l  1944. Thus Roosevelt 
was supposedly pu t on probation. 
B u t H illm a n  hastened to  assert 
in  a, speech to  the convention th a t 
i f  the p res iden tia l election were 
com ing in  the nex t few  months 
Roosevelt would be his man. 
M u rra y  solidarized h im se lf w ith  
H illm a n ’s rem arks.

The CIO bureaucrats ad m it th a t 
Roosevelt is le tt in g  the bosses 
rake in  huge w a r p ro fits" w h ile  he 
slashes the w o rkers ’ standard o f 
liv in g . A s a m a tte r o f fac t, 
Roo’sevelt served notice on the 
CIO convention its e lf  th a t he is 
p re pa ring  new blows aga inst the 
workers. S till,  the offic ia te o f the 
CIO continue to  lic k  h is heels.

B u t a new hour has s truck fo r 
the C IO  workers. The ga llan t 
m iners have taken the lead to 
break the fe tte rs  which M urray, 
H illm a n , Thomas and Co. helped 
Roosevelt fasten upon the mem­
bership o f the pow erfu l in du s tria l 
union movement.

democracy ih troducéd bÿ thé Revolution, cap ita lism  has no t ÿe t 
been restored. I t  is the re fo re  necessary to defend the Soviet. U n ion  
against a ll cap ita lis t powers.

The Soviet masses are f ig h t in g  to  the  death because they w â n t 
to p reven t the fac to ries  fro m  becoming the p ro p e rty  o f  cap ita lis ta  
arid the land fro m  re tu rn in g  to the ow nersh ip o f landlords.

* *  *

The D anger to  the  USSR S t i l l  Rem ains
The danger to  the Soviet U n ion  is fa r  fro m  over oven i f  we 

assume, as i t  is safe to  assume, th a t H i t le r ’s de feat is n o t fa r  O ff. 
Everyone saw how tense the  re la tionsh ip  between the A llie s  and the  
Soviet! U n ion became when the Red A rm y  began to  p&sh the Ger­
man forces out o f the Soviet U n ion. To the ca p ita lis ts  o f the  w o rld  
the Red A i m y represents a fo rce  th a t guards a s ta te  fro m  w h ich  
cap ita lism  has le e r  e lim inated. W e have never t ire d  o f 's a y in g  th a t  
the fundam enta l an tagonism  between the c a p ita lis t w o rld  and the  
Soviet Union continues to  e x is t even under the S ta lin is t reg im e. 
The fundam enta l proposition  o f T ro ts k y  th a t so long  as the  cap i­
ta lis t  w o rld  continues to  ex is t, the Soviet U n ion  is in  danger, re­
m ains as tru e  now as i t  has ever been.

No agreem ent can e lim ina te  tha t danger because i t  is rooted 
in the fa c t th a t cap ita lism  cannot to le ra te  the danger to  i t  th a t is  
im p lic it  in  the very existence o f a coun try  where cap ita lism  has 
been destroyed.

A ccord ing to  those who m ere ly  look on the  surface o f th ings, th e  
Moscow agreem ent recen tly  signed by H u ll,  M o lo tov and Eden as­
sures peace and tra n q u ility  both to the Soviet U n ion and to  the  
ca p ita lis t w o rld .

B u t every school boy knows by th is  t im e  th a t agreements be­
tween states are kep t on ly  so long as the y  coincide w ith  the in te res ts  
o f the respective states. A s M a rx is ts  we understand th a t  agree­
ments do not determ ine the re la tionsh ip  b'étWèén states. Even an 
agreem ent between tw o  c a p ita lis t states is ho t to  be considered 
inv io la te . How  much more so an agreem ent between a c a p ita lis t 
s tate and the Soviet U n ion !

T h is  is n o t to say th a t the  Moscow agreem ent has no significance. 
I ts  significance lies n o t in  the  p o s s ib ility  th a t i t  w i l l  assure peace 
between the ca p ita lis t states and the Soviet U n ion  bu t th a t i t  p re­
sents a serious danger to  the Soviet U n ion. T h a t m ay sound para­
doxical bu t i f  one realizes th a t the ag reem ent.necessarily  im p lies  
concerted action by  S ta lin , Roosevelt and C h u rch ill aga ins t the  
com ing European Revolu tion then i t  becomes c lear th a t i t  is  dan­
gerous to the Soviet U n ion . F o r i t  is  on ly  the European R evo lu tion  
than can save the Soviet U n ion  and any th re a t to  suppress th a t 
revo lu tion  is a danger to the Soviet U n ion.

In  an a rtic le  in  the magazine section o f the New  Y o rk  T im es 
o f Oct. 31, C. L . S ulzberger w rite s :

“ M any Russians w ith  whom the w r ite r  has ta lked fra n k ly  d is ­
cussed the dangers o f a communized Germ any. They take the v iew  
th a t th is  would even tua lly  tu rn  in  the d irec tion  o f T ro tsky ism  and 
m ig h t conceivably begin once again, the re fo re , to  fom en t dangers 
fo r  the Soviet Union —  a po ss ib ility  which w ill a t a ll costs have 
to  be avoided.”

W ho are the Russians w ith  whom  S ulzberger has discussed the  
m a tte r?  N o t w ith  re v o lu tio n a ry  w o rkers  b u t w ith  bureaucrats. A n d  
when a bureaucrat speaks o f “ danger”  to  the Soviet U n ion  fro m  a 
T ro ts k y is t Germ any, he means danger to the S ta lin is t bureaucracy,

*  $ *

The E u ropean  O c tob e r and Its  Enem ies
The danger w h ich  S ta lin , C h u rch ill and Roosevelt behold is n o t 

illu so ry . On the co n tra ry  i t  is  ve ry , ve ry  rea l. I t  s tr ikes  te r ro r  
in to  th e ir  hearts. I t  is the October R evo lu tion  l i f t in g  up its  head 
and shaking its  f is t .

W hat is the deepest s ign ificance o f the aw akening o f the  I ta l ­
ian masses? A f te r  tw e n ty  years o f te rr ib le  oppression, a fte r  the  
m urder o f the best m ilita n ts , the Ita lia n  masses begin to  s t ir  and 
the ru le rs  are te rr if ie d . In  the leadership stands A m erican im p e ria l­
ism p lann ing to con tro l the destinies o f the European con tinen t. I t  
depends p r im a r ily  on m il ita ry  fo rce  b u t i t  w i l l  u tiliz e  reactionaries, 
libe ra l dem ocrats, social dem ocrats and S ta lin is ts .

E spec ia lly  the la tte r. F o r who is there  m ore able to  m islead 
the masses than the S ta lin is ts?  Roosevelt and C hurch ill, rep re­
sentatives o f cap ita lism , cannot foo l the  European masses.

A  ve ry  sym bolic and revea ling  inc iden t occurred on ly  a sho rt 
w h ile  ago. Badoglio had asked the  A llie s  to  help save I ta ly  fro m  
the clutches o f com m unism  a f te r  the  w a r is over. A  few  days la te r  
he announced th a t he was p e rfe c tly  w i ll in g  to  p e rm it a representa­
tive  o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f I ta ly  in the governm ent. I  do n o t 
know Whether Badoglio had figu red  out fo r  h im se lf th a t communism 
has no th ing  to do w ith  thé C om m unist P a rty  and th a t to  p reven t 
communism he m ust take representatives o f the Com m unist P a rty  
in to  the  governm ent. W hether Badoglio figured i t  ou t fo r  h im se lf 
or whether someone sm arte r than he is, explained i t  to him  does no t 
m a tte r. The correctness o f his pos ition  is  no t to  be doubted.

*  ❖  Jÿ

The R e v o lu tio n  Is  In v in c ib le
O nly they who look upon the surface o f th in g s  w i l l  despair about 

the success Of the European R evolu tion . The masses o f Europe 
have power in  num bers and they  have po w erfu l frien ds  l i t  the camp 
o f th e ir  enemies.

They have à m ig h ty  fr ie n d  in  the B r it is h  w o rk in g  class, the.class 
th a t once stayed the hand o f C h u rch ill when he w anted to  crush 
the  Russian October. The B r it is h  w orkers  w i l l  once m ore s tay  
C h u rch ill’s hand when he w i l l  a tte m p t to  crush th e  European Oc­
tober. The Europeáh masses havé frien ds  in  thé S oviet U n ion , th e  
m illions  o f w o rkers  who rem em ber the tra d itio n s  o f October. The 
European masses have fr ien ds  in  th is  coun try .

F o r ourselves, on th is  day o f celebration o f the Russiáh October, 
we pledge to  exe rt every e f fo r t  in  defense o f the com ing European 
October. We sha ll not be id le w h ile  thé European masses aré s tru g ­
g lin g . Ours is the task Of aw akening the Am erican w orkers to  the  
necessity o f p reven ting  Am erican im peria lism  fro m  destroy ing  the  
w orkers ’ revo lu tion  in  Europe.

W e look fo rw a rd  eagerly  and con fid e n tly  fo r  the  m om ent when 
the European w o rk in g  class w i l l  step fo rw a rd  and p roc la im  its  de­
te rm in a tio n  to  d rive  ou t a ll exp lo ite rs  and oppressors. W e look 
fo rw a rd  eagerly and confidently to  the moment when the mass*es fo l­
low ing  the banrter o f the F o u rth  In te rh a tio n a l W ill p roc la im  th e ir  
de te rm ina tion  to  destroy cap ita lism  w ith  its  hâtés and pre judices, 
w ith  its  hunger and its  wars, and bu ild  socialism  w ith  equa lity  and 
freedom.
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im­
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 
most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 
worker.

— LEON TROTSKY

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2. T rade union wages fo r a ll workers 
drafted in to  the arm y.

5. F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
w ith  Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits. E xpro­
priation  o f a ll war industries and the ir  
operation under workers’ control.

5 . A  rising scale o f wages to m eet the  
rising cost o f living.

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

9 . The  defense o f the Soviet Union  
against im peria lis t attack.

Subsidies 
And Profits

In his message to Congress on Nov. 1, Roose­
velt once' again announced that he intends to roll 
back food prices by means of a subsidy program. 
Subsidies have been in effect since last June on 
meats, coffee and butter and as everybody knows 
they have not appreciably cut down prices on these 
commodities.

But even these p itifu lly  inadequate efforts of the 
administration to keep prices from rising too fast 
have encountered fierce resistance from the food 
profiteers and their Congressional servants. Why 
are the food monopolists so opposed to subsidies? 
Big Business as a general rule is not at all averse 
to demanding and accepting subsidies from the 
government. The mining corporations today get 
subsidies for copper production. The oil monopol­
ists get theirs.

Indeed, the millionaire food interests based their 
alliance with Roosevelt’s administration in the 
1930:s upon a program of federal subsidies. The 
big corn, cotton, tobacco, hog and wheat growers 
all put their snouts in the Treasury trough. But 
at that time the market for their crops and prod­
ucts was restricted and only through government 
aid could they maintain their profits.

Today however the situation is reversed. The 
demand for food products is unlimited. The food 
corporations are already raking in tremendous su­
perprofits. But they remain unsatiable. They w ill 
tolerate no government regulations or subsidies 
which attempt to prevent them from squeezing still 
greater profits.

The National C ity Bank Bulletin, organ of, by 
and for the big money bags, explains in its June 
1943 number why “ businessmen do not like subsi­
dies. . . . They do not want the question of profit 
. . .to be determined by the decision of a govern­
ment official.”

Roosevelt's war policies guarantee the monopol­
ists huge super-profits. Since the Federal govern­
ment however is the biggest buyer of foodstuffs, 
the administration must attempt to some degree 
to keep down the war costs of its food budget. More 
important, Roosevelt feels the growing pressure of 
the workers and middle classes in the cities for low­
er food prices. 1 le knows that unless he can keep,

or appear to be keeping, food prices from soaring, 
the organized workers w ill get out of hand and be­
gin striking for higher wages.

That is why Roosevelt continues to insist upon 
the subsidy program. While its economic value is 
doubtful, Roosevelt feels he must have it as an in­
dispensable political weapon to keep organized la­
bor in line.

The same National C ity Bank Bulletin points 
out the workers w ill finally foot the b ill in any 
case: “ I f  the costs. . . are not borne by consumers 
through higher prices, they must be borne by them 
either through taxes or through further inflation 
. . .Thus subsidies conceal a real price.”

The food profiteers however now see the chance 
to make a killing. They intend to brook no inter­
ference, feeble though it be. That is why Roose­
velt’s half-hearted attempts at governmental reg­
ulation of food prices through subsidies have run 
head on into the invincible sabotage of big capital.

Roosevelt w ill not and cannot succeed in halting 
the rise in prices. The past two years have proved 
that his policies arc only a deception of the peo­
ple and a cover for the profiteers.

Prices cannot be fixed except through democra­
tic consumers’ committees on prices, composed of 
representatives of the unions, cooperatives, farm 
organizations, housewives, small merchants, etc. 
Such committees could examine the books of the 
great food and processing corporations; expose 
their rapacious profiteering and black market op­
erations; and demonstrate that the real cause of 
high prices is not high wages, as the capitalists 
hypocritically shout, but the superprofits of the 
capitalists.

The Italian liberals are complaining, cables Her­
bert Matthews from Naples (N. Y. Times, Nov. 7) 
that the King insists “ nothing must or can be done” 
until some date in the unspecified future when the 
Senate and Chamber of Deputies convene. These 
two bodies were long ago transformed by Musso­
lin i into the Chamber of Easci and Corporations. 
New Senators and Deputies w ill have to be elected, 
unless of course a democratic label is simply pasted 
on the old fascist “ electees.”

“ Too many links with fascism remained. Liber­
als found themselves arrested for exercising what 
they thought was their right to freedom of the 
press. The King has in his entourage such notorious 
former fascists as the Duke of Aquarone while 
Marshal Badoglio had generals like Mario Roatta 
and V itto rio  Ambrosio. . .”

Of course, everybody knows that the real power 
in southern Ita ly  is the Allied m ilita ry  mission 
and that the King does not dare take a step w ith­
out first receiving permission from the Anglo- 
American overlords.

Meanwhile reports come in from northern Ita ly  
that assassinations of Italian fascists and sabotage 
against German forces have increased to such an 
extent that the Fascist parly secretary, Alessandro 
Pavolini, has ordered summary trials and execu­
tions of the “ moral instigators”  as well as those 
directly responsible. Italian guerrilla warfare is so 
widespread as to indicate “ a well organized plan of 
civil war.”  There has been street fighting between 
civilians and fascists in Turin.

Moscow Pact
Stalin’s pact with H itler in 1939 gave the Nazis 

the green light to go ahead w ith their invasion of 
Poland and unleashed the series of events that 
launched the present world conflagration. Stalin’s 
pact today with Roosevelt and Churchill seals his 
partnership with the bandits of Anglo-American 
capitalism in their ultra-reactionary scheme to 
crush the European revolution and impose on its 
peoples, clerical and monarchical m ilita ry dictator­
ships. This is the inescapable meaning of the pub­
lished sections of the Moscow Pact, even if  we com­
pletely disregard the secret clauses which unques­
tionably have been agreed to and incorporated as 
part of the agreement.

As Europe trembles on the verge of great events, 
Stalin openly proclaims that he is going to try  
to repeat his counter-revolutionary crimes against 
the European proletariat that he perpetrated 
against the Spanish' revolution. But there exists 
a yawning gap between Stalin’s dark designs and 
his ab ility  to perform. The European revolution, 
when it flares up in all of its majesty and might 
w ill not be harnessed or strangled either by the 
Stalinist bureaucracy or by imperialist interven­
tion.

The Moscow Pact is acclaimed by the reptile 
press of the big capitalists as “ realistic”  and "dur­
able.”  That is exactly the way H itler described the 
Stalin-I litle r Pact. The Moscow Pact w ill prove 
no more “ realistic”  and “ durable”  than did its 
predecessor.

The European revolution, once it erupts, w ill 
sweep across the borders and artificial boundary 
lines like a prairie fire. It w ill confound all the 
schemes and plans of the Anglo-American diplo­
mats who intend to take over H itler’s hangman’s 
work in Europe, and w ill reawaken the spirit o f 
proletarian Internationalism amongst the embat­
tled Soviet masses. The European revolution w ill 
confound all the superwise schemers and planners, 
all the statesmen and bureaucrats, all the generals 
and admirals, all the priests and tyrants.

The three “ wise men”  who foregathered in Mos­
cow in 1943 w ill no more succeed in halting the 
onward surge of humanity toward the new social­
ist society than could Metternich and the reaction­
ary crew of the Holy Alliance prevent ascending 
capitalism from spreading throughout the Euro­
pean continent a century and ‘a quarter ago.

Red Army Smashes Nazi 
Resistance in Ukraine

Why the Stock Market Is 
So Jittery These Days

(Continued from  page 1)

and its  henchmen now cla im  this. 
B ut Lenin and T ro tsky  tau gh t the 
workers d iffe re n tly . They taugh t 
tha t the fa te  o f the Soviet Union 
w fll be f in a lly  decided not on any 
m ilita ry  maps bu( on the map of 
the class s trugg le .

Lenin explained over and over 
again to the w orkers o f Russia 
and the whole w o rld  th a t the 
p ro le ta rian  v ic to ry  in the fo rm e r 
C za ris t em pire on ly  broached bu t 
did no t d e fin itiv e ly  settle  the 
cen tra l question o f our epoch: 
“ W ho w i l l  vanquish w hom ?”  
Len in  co rre c tly  appraised the 
young Soviet Republic as a 
beleaguered and isolated fo rtress. 
B y th is  he m eant to  convey 
p ic to r ia lly  the idea th a t the 
October revo lu tion  could be safe­
guarded on ly  by spreading i t  
beyond the boundaries o f Russia. 
A n  isolated fo rtress  cannot w ith ­
stand in de fin ite ly  the blows th a t 
its  besieging enemies m ust 
in e v ita b ly  ra in  upon it .

S ta lin , who long ago betrayed 
Bolshevism, has revised the 
Le n in is t fo rm u la  w ith  re la tio n  to 
the Soviet U n ion, and now lies to 
the w orkers th a t i t  is  an “ un- 
crushable fo rtress .”  T h is  is the 
keynote o f S ta lin ’s Nov. 6 speech. 
I t  is not the firs t tim e tha t the 
boastfu l and treacherous S ta lin is t 
bureaucracy has procla im ed as 
solved h is to rica l tasks which in 
a ll th e ir  essentials s t i l l  rem ain 
to be solved. In th is  way S ta lin ­
ism  has from  the beginning 
prepared the greatest dangers fo r 
the em battled w orkers ’ state.

German im peria lism  represents 
on ly one sector o f the hostile  
ca p ita lis t w o rld  th a t s t i l l  en­

circles the su rv iv in g  conquests o f 
October. The e lim in a tio n  of 
ca p ita lis t Germ any as an im ­
mediate and d irec t th re a t to the 
Soviet U n ion would no t constitu te  
even a de fin itive  breach in  the 
hostile  encirclem ent so long as 
the USSR has to  continue fac ing  
—  in iso la tion  —  o ther class 
enemies represented by S ta lin ’s 
present a llies, the U. S. and 
B r it is h  cap ita lis ts , who are much 
more pow erfu l than Germany.

USSR S T IL L  IS O L A T E D

On the o ther hand, the estab­
lishm ent o f a Soviet G erm any—  
which m ust in ev ita b ly  lead to the 
spread o f w orkers ’ power over the 
whole o f Europe —  would im ­
m ediate ly and d ra s tica lly  a lte r 
the re la tionsh ip  o f forces on the 
w orld  arena. T h is  and th is  alone 
could make an irreparab le  breach 
in  the hostile  and irreconcilab le  
w orld  cap ita lis t environm ent and 
rea lly  safeguard the USSR. Only 
as an lin tegra l pa rt o f the E u ­
ropean Socia list Federation would 
the Soviet Union become the ‘un- 
crushahle fo rtress ”  th a t S ta lin  
pretends i t  a lready is.

B u t S ta lin  has tr ie d  to  do every­
th in g  in  h is power to prevent the 
extension o f October to  the rest 
o f Europe, above a ll Germany. 
He has prom ised to C hurch ill and 
Roosevelt to  t r y  to  seal the 
Moscow agreem ent w ith  the blood 
o f the w orkers ’ revo lu tion  in 
Germany.

S T A L IN ’S T R E A C H E R Y

This is im p lic it  in  the Moscow 
agreem ent w h ich is a continua­
tion  o f S ta lin ’s previous policies. 
Had the program  o f Len in  and 
T ro tsky  been coupled a t the out-

set w ith  the m il ita ry  m ig h t o f 
the Soviet defenders, H itle r is m  
would have toppled long ago. To­
day H it le r ’s reg im e to tte rs  under 
fa r  g re a te r m il ita ry  reverses 
than those w h ich  b rough t down 
M ussolin i and fascsim  in  Ita ly . 
S ta lin ’s po licy  o f u n d e rw rit in g  
C h u rch ill’s and Roosevelt’s w a r 
p ro g iam  o f d ism em bering Ger­
m any s t i l l  sustains the Nazi in ­
te rn a lly . In  re tu rn  fo r  a tem ­
po rary  and unstable agreem ent 
S ta lin  has pushed to  the back­
ground even his own “ Free Ger­
m any s t i l l  sustains the N azis in ­
proposals o f another W e im ar 
repub lic fo r  Germany.

By the in fam ous Moscow agree­
ment the K rem in  Ss in  e ffec t t r y ­
in g  to perpetuate the iso la tion  o f 
the USSR in order thereby to 
perpetuate the ru le o f the S ta lin ­
is t bureaucracy which its e lf 
derives its  power and p riv ileges 
from  the years o f previous iso la­
tion .

S ta lin ’s- po licy in the las t 
analysis acts no t in the d irection  
o f s treng then ing  the USSR but 
on the con tra ry  to  weaken i t  s t ill 
fu r th e r. The. lo g io *l conclusion of 
the S ta lin is t course would be in 
e ffep t to  n u ll i fy  the g rea t v ic ­
to ries o f the Red A rm y — and, a t 
the next stage, to  expose the 
Soviet Un ion to a ttack  by A ng lo - 
A m erican cap ita lis ts , ju s t as the 
coun try  was exposed by S ta lin  to 
the a ttack o f the German im ­
pe ria lis ts  in  the  period o f the 
S ta lin -H itle r  pact. T h a t is w hy 
the m aintenance o f S ta lin ’s 
reg im e is incom patib le  w ith  the 
preservation o f the Soviet Union 
and the v ic to ry  o f the socia list 
revo lu tion  to w h ich the Second 
W orld  W ar is about to  g ive b irth .

Labor-Endorsed Candidate  
Runs R eactionary Campaign

(Continued fron t page 1)

The p r im a ry  elections made i t  
c lear th a t the Negro masses were 
backing F itzge ra ld . J e ffr ie s  had 
p re tty  de fin ite ly  exposed h is an ti- 
N egro bias in  h is  hand ling  o f the 
Sojourner T ru th  p ro ject and the 
a n ti-N e g ro  r io ts  o f June 21. F itz ­
gerald, however, tr ie d  to outdo 
his r iv a l in  heaping insu lts  upon 
the N egro people. F a r fro m  
so lida riz ing  h im se lf w ith  the 
Negro s trugg le  fo r  equa lity , F itz ­
gera ld  came out fo r  segregation.

“ J e ffr ie s  pushed a N egro hous­
ing  p ro je c t in to  a w h ite  ne ighbor­
hood,”  F itzg e ra ld  charged, “ as 
is proven in the Sojourner T ru th  
case. In  the p rim arie s  lie fe lt  the 
s tin g  o f public resentm ent over 
th is  b lunder. So he hops over to 
the o ther side o f the fence and 
says he is  t r y in g  to pro tect w h ite  
neighborhoods. W h ile  do ing th is , 
he knows in  h is m ind  and heart 
th a t i t  was on his p leading, over 
his o ffic ia l s igna tu re, th a t the 
Sojourner T ru th  pro ject was de­
signed fo r  .Negro housing.”

The class lines were draw n in 
th is  cam paign despite F itzg e ra ld ’s 
cow ard ly pussyfooting and reac­
tionary  cam paign. The CIO, A F L  
and N egro organ izations backed 
F itzgera ld . The cap ita lis ts , th e ir 
newspapers, the Ku K lu x  K lan 
a ll backed Je ffries . They carried 
on a cam paign o f unheard o f 
v illif ic a tio n  against both labor 
and the Negro people.

L ike  the labo r bureaucrats, 
F itzge ra ld  though t th a t he had 
the votes o f labo r and the Negro 
people in his vest pocket. H is 
whole cam paign was thus designed 
to  prove to  B ig  Business and to 
the J im  Crow elements th a t he 
was safe and respectable. F itz -

A  few  fragm en ts  o f in fo rm a ­
tion  about s trikes and p ro test 
dem onstrations in Greek cities 
have recen tly  become available 
These mass actions were o rgan­
ized and led by the Greek N a tio n ­
al L ibe ra tion  F ro n t (E A M ), 
w h ich  was established about a 
m onth a fte r  the German invasion 
in 1941.

❖  ❖  *

The resistance movement in the 
cities, which began in the f irs t  
year o f the A x is  occupation o f 
Greece (1941-42). s ta rted  as a 
desperate s tru g g le  against ex­
te rm ina tion  by fam ine. The popu­
la tion  was lack ing  even a sub­
sistence ra tion  o f bread; wages 
had in the grim m est sense o f the 
word become s ta rva tio n  wages.

B eg inn ing  w ith  sm all d is tr ic t 
ga therings and sectional s trikes, 
the mass movement swelled in to  
a general s tr ik e  and a g re a t p ro ­
tes t dem onstra tion o f a t least 
300,000 persons in the Greek cap i­
ta l. F ac to ry  w orkers, o ffice w o rk ­
ers, c iv il employes —  a ll jo ined 
forces in mass dem onstrations and 
s trikes  in  the s trugg le  fo r  su r­
v iva l. i

ge ra ld ’s tactics, instead, alienated 
the sym pathies o f m any w h ite  
and colored w orkers. They became 
m ore and more apathe tic  as the 
cam paign progressed. T h is  ac­
counts in  p a rt fo r  the fa c t th a t 
32,000 few e r people voted than in  
1937 a lthough the c ity ’s popula­
tion  has increased since th a t tim e 
by a qua rte r o f a m illio n .

Large numbers o f workers 
stayed away from  the polls 
despite the CIO  drive  to have them 
reg is te r and vote. The reac­
tionaries however, succeeded in 
fr ig h te n in g  the m iddle class 
elements and backward workers 
to come out in a body fo r  Je ffr ies . 
I t  is  -in te resting  to  note th a t 52,- 
000 few e r vote rs reg is tered in  th is  
election than in  the re la tive ly  
p lacid  cam paign o f 1941 and we 
can be sure th a t few  reactionaries 
were to  be found among the ab­
sentees.

G R E A T  P O S S IB IL IT IE S

The reactionary  elements were 
especially aroused by the scur­
rilous lea fle ts  a tta ck in g  the 
N egro people w h ich were c ir ­
culated by the K la n  and other 
fasc is t organ izations. The more 
backward w o rkers  were deeply 
e ffected by th is  cam paign, causing 
a noticeable r i f t  in  the u n ity  o f 
the w o rk in g  class.

T h is election revealed th a t class 
lines cannot be ob lite ra ted in  the 
rea lm  o f po litics  any more than 
on the economic fie ld. Jus t as 
the renunciation on the p a r t o f 
labo r o f the s tr ik e  weapon does 
no t d im in ish  the class s trugg le  
bu t m ere ly  emboldens B ig  B us i­
ness to chisel aw ay a t la bo r’s 
hard-won gains, so labo r’s fa ilu re  
to organize its  own po litica l 
pa rty  and run its  own ticke t did

On M arch 5, 1943 the masses 
won a f ig h t  aga inst a decree 
g ra n tin g  the occupation au tho r­
itie s  the power o f conscrip ting  
c iv ilians  fo r  the construction  o f 
public works.

Knowledge o f the decree was 
obtained a t such a la te  hour th a t 
on ly  24 hours could be taken to 
organize a pro test dem onstra tion . 
Despite the lim ited  tim e fo r  n o ti­
fication, 250,000 persons were 
gathered at the appointed places 
in A thens and Piraeus. The as­
sembled masses remained in the 
street fo r  many hours denounc­
ing  the conscrip tion decree. They 
courageously stood th e ir  ground 
in the face o f v io lent a ttacks by 
the Ita lia n  police which resulted 
in the k il l in g  and wounding of 
several persons.

The dem onstra tion o f M arch 5 
fru s tra te d  the p lan to d ra ft  c iv i­
lians. P rim e M in is te r Logotheto- 
poulos, the Greek Q uisling , de­
clared pu b lic ly  th a t the govern­
ment was fa lse ly  accused o f its  
alleged in tentions to conscrip t’ 
c iv ilians , and the en tire  m a tte r 
ended a t tha t.

*  *  *

A no the r mass p ro te s t took

no t prevent the b ig  cap ita lis ts  
from  arousing and organ iz ing  the 
forces o f hate and b ig o try  against 
the w o rk in g  class and the Negro 
people.

U N T A P P E D  LA B O R  VO TES

The b ig  rese rvo ir o f untapped 
labo r votes is proved by  an ex­
am ina tion  o f the re g is tra tio n  and 
election figures w ith  those o f the 
c ity ’s popu lation. In  the 1937 
election 39.2% o f the popu la tion  
reg istered and 66.9% o f those 
reg istered voted. In  o ther words, 
rough ly  one out o f every fou r 
voted in  1937. T h is  year on ly 
33.4% o f the popu la tion  reg istered 
despite the CIO  drive  and only 
60.4% o f those reg istered voted; 
th a t is, rou gh ly  one ou t o f five 
voted.

The apa thy o f the w orkers  in 
th is  election was apparent even 
among the shop stewards who out 
o f du ty  were ac tive ly  cam paign­
in g  fo r  F itzge ra ld . As a U A W  
shop steward was overheard 
rem a rk ing  at a F itzg e ra ld  ra l ly ;  
“ I  would like  to go to the polls 
ju s t once w ithou t having to hold 
my nose.”

T h is p a rtic u la r w o rke r was 
obed iently  fo llo w in g  the advice 
o f the trade union leaders. There 
were thousands o f others, how­
ever, who stayed aw ay fro m  the 
polls ra th e r than vote fo r  a man 
who in  the ve ry  course o f the 
cam paign showed th a t he was not 
a rea l tabor man. T h is  election 
should convince even the most 
t im id  tha t labor must bu ild  its  
own po litica l p a rty  in  order to 
g ive ba ttle  to the forces o f reac­
tion.

place on June 22, 1943 over the 
decision to  extend the B u lga rian  
occupation over Macedonia, which 
a t th a t tim e  had no t ye t been 
occupied by the B u lga rians.

I t  was known beforehand th a t 
the German au tho rities  would 
take extrem e measures in  case 
o f dem onstrations. The Germans 
had e x p lic itly  declared th e ir  in ­
ten tion  to use violence aga inst the 
masses. M oreover, they  had a 
sho rt tim e  before employed b ru ta l 
repressive measures aga inst a 
dem onstra tion organized to  pro» 
test the execution o f 106 hostages 
who were b rough t before the f i r ­
ing  squad w ith o u t even so much 
as the fo rm a lity  o f a t r ia l .

Nevertheless, 300.000 A thenians 
m obilized and marched in popular 
dem onstration, de fy ing  the mach­
ine guns, hand grenades and tanks 
used by the Germans to disperse 
the unarmed marchers. Th is 
heroic procession in the streets 
o f A thens lasted fo r hours and 
was carried on w ith  g rim  de­
te rm ina tion  and se lf-sacrifice . 
When i t  was f in a lly  over, 300 
dem onstrators lay dead before the 
German guns and more than 100 
were wounded.

I nternational Notes

“ Stock M arke t Plunges to 7 M onth Low .”  “ A rm a ­
ment Shares Lose 1 to  10 P o in ts”  “ E a r ly  Peace T a lk  
Is  Blamed fo r  S e lling  Pressure.”

These headlines on the financia l pages th is  week te ll 
m ore about the rea litie s  o f th is  w a r than  a ll the 
speeches gush ing fo r th  fro m  W ashing ton about 
“ ta k in g  the p ro fits  ou t o f w a r”  and “ e q ua lity  o f 
sacrifice.”  B ig  Business is p ilin g  up such enormous 
w a r p ro fits  th a t i t  fea rs  the s ligh te s t s lackening in  
the production o f the ins trum en ts  o f death. The 
fa in test rum or o f peace sends shivers th rough  the 
pocketbooks o f the finance cap ita lis ts  and s ta rts  the 
s tock-m arke t speculators un loading th e ir  shares.

W henever som eth ing happens th a t threatens to  
b rin g  closer the end o f the im p e ria lis t c o n flic t o r to  
im p e ril the im p e ria lis t system its e lf,  the stock-ex­
change, th a t m ost sensitive barom eter o f ca p ita lis t 
in terests, gets depressed. When the Ita lia n  masses 
rose up las t J u ly  and launched th e ir  revo lu tiona ry  
s trugg le  fo r  power and peace, the stock m arke t w ent 
in to  a nose-dive. No sooner was the Ita lia n  revo lu tion  
te m p o ra rily  checked than stocks began to  rise again.

Despite the Moscow pact, the cap ita lis ts  fe a r also 
the consequences o f the Red A rm y  vic tories.

Each tim e the Red A rm y  beats back the Nazis, 
the stock m arke t fa lls — and the fas te r and fa rth e r 
the Red A rm y  trave ls  tow ard the fro n tie rs  o f cap ita lis t 
Europe, the more trem ors W a ll S treet feels.

B ig  Business ev iden tly  hasn’t  as much confidence in  
its  fu tu ie  as is pretended in  the advertisem ents o f 
the b ig  corpora tions about the “ brave new w o rld ”  
ahead. The nervous behaviour o f the stock m arke t 
re flec ts  its  dread o f a ll sharp changes in  w o rld  condi­
tions.

Above a ll, Am erican B ig  Business fears every in ­
dependent and revo lu tiona ry  action o f the w o rk ing  
masses and every g rea t v ic to ry  o f the w orkers. The 
cap ita lis t masters know tha t the g row ing  power o f 
the w o rk ing  class means not on ly  less p ro fits  to them 
but the prospective end o f the en tire  p ro fit system, 
its  exp lo ita tion , its  crises and its  wars.

U. S. Treasury Latest 
Figures On War Profits

The w a r which has b ro ug h t so much m ise ry  and 
death to the Am erican people has given the greatest 
p ro fits  in h is to ry  to Am erican corpora tions. The N a ­
tional: C ity  Bank B u lle tin  fo r  Novem ber contains the
fo llo w in g  tab le  com piled fro m  the la te s t T reasu ry
Departm ent figures show ing w hat unprecedented
pro fits  B ig  Business has harvested.

Year Net Income N et Income
Before Taxes A f te r  Taxes

1929 9,277 8 084
1941 14,107 6,941
1942e 19,850 8,100
1943c .22,000 8.550

A ll figures are in m illions  ot do llars, 
(e ) E s t;mated.

Thus th is  year B ig  Business w ill make a lm ost tw o  
and a h a lf  tim es as much p ro fits  as in the boom peace 
year o f 1929 (22 b illio n  do lla rs  in  1943 #as aga inst 
9.2 b illion  do lla rs  in 1929). M oreover, a sizable po rtion  
o f the taxes w ill be refunded to the corpora tions a fte r  
the w a r, in  accordance w ith  the present ta x  a rrange­
ments.

Balfour, Churchill and 
“The Jewish Homeland”

By Dan Shelton  . “ “
M ore than 10,000 Jews jam m ed Carnegie H a ll in  

New Y o rk  C ity  on Nov. 1 to celebrate the  26th 
ann iversary  o f the B a lfo u r declaration prom is ing  the 
Je w ry  a homeland in  Palestine. They “ celebrated”  by 
b it te r ly  denouncing the 1939 B r it is h  W h ite  Paper 
fo rb id d in g  Jews to enter “ th e ir  qw n”  country.

T h is  “ ce lebra tion”  g la r in g ly  reveals the bankruptcy 
o f the Jew ish leadership. The European Jews, v ic tim s  
o f the fasc is t b e s tia lity  and ca p ita lis t decay, are faced 
w ith  system atic exte rm ina tion . B ut the sign “ Jews 
forb idden”  now adorns not on ly H it le r ’s Germ any and 
most o f the c iv ilized  countries on th is  globe, b u t the  
“ Jew ish hom eland”  itse lf.

The 1917 B a lfo u r decla ra tion  was no hu m an ita ria n  
document, bu t B rit is h  im p e ria lism ’s de liberate bid 
d u rin g  the la s t w a r fo r  w o rld  Je w ry ’s support. A t  
the same tim e, Palestine was secre tly  prom ised to  the 
A rabs. Since today the Jews are a m inor fa c to r in  
power po litics , B r ita in  sides w ith  the  A rabs.

The W h ite  Paper o rde ring  the stoppage o f Jew ish 
im m ig ra tio n  in to  Palestine and the cessation o f a ll 
land purchases by 1944 was issued by Cham berla in 
in an a ttem p t to  appease the p ro -fasc is t A rab  leaders. 
Both (he Labor P a rty  and the L ibe ra ls  in  B r ita in  
r<pudiated it. C hurch ill labelled it “ another M un ich .”  
But in 1913 the same C hurch ill, gu id ing  the destinies 
o f the B r it is h  E m pire, insists tha t th is  W h ite  Paper 
“ w ill s tand.”  The Roosevelt A d m in is tra tio n  gives ta c it 
approval. The Jew ish leaders call fu t i le  protest meet­
ings, and all the w h ile  rem ain ab jectly  subservient to 
the A llies.

D r. Nahum  Goldmann, one o f the leaders o f w o rld  
Jew ry, expresses the “ genera l lin e ”  when he states: 
“ regard less o f the a ttitu d e  o f democracies tow a rd  the 
Jew ish and Z ion is t problem , we are bound to  support 
the w a r. . .”  (N . Y. T im es, Oct. 28.) The Jew ry  is 
thus made to resemble a v ic tim  who passionate ly 
assures the executioner o f his support w h ile  the axe 
is  about to  fa ll.

The on ly  a llies o f the Jews in th e ir  s tru g g le  fo r  
na tiona l and even physical su rv iva l are the  w orkers. 
The on ly  s trugg le  th a t w i l l  benefit the Jews is  the 
s tiu g g le  o f the p ro le ta r ia t fo r  the estab lishm ent o f 
socialism .

It Is Time to Build An Independent 
Labor Party


