
Four Years Of 
The World War

A n  E d ito r ia l
The Second World War is now in its fifth year. The First 

World War lasted 4,years and 3 months. In all respects, in the 
number of cities destroyed, in the number of men killed, wounded 
or missing, in the colossal costs, in the mounting national debts, 
the Second World War has unquestionably already gone far be­
yond its predecessor of 25 years ago. And the end is not in sight.

Mow many more of the world’s leading cities are to be re­
duced to rubble? How many more millions of men must be sent 
to their doom? How many more billions of dollars have to be 
consumed before the war is concluded? Nobody knows, least of 
all the statesmen, generals and diplomats who at the present time 
hold the destinies of the peoples in their hands.

The war, however, has another feature: It poses all the ques­
tions of the class struggle point blank. It puts all peoples, ideas, 
organizations, and systems to an inexorable test; it rejects all 
half-measures, all ambiguity, and exposes all that is rotten and 
decaying. This war has already dealt annihilating blows to the 
decadent Second International and thrown into discard the Sta- 
linized Comintern.

This war is speeding up the political education of the peo­
ples of the whole world.

France, master of Europe after the First World War, chief 
arcljjtcct among the Allies of the infamous Versailles Treaty, 
suffered catastrophic defeat at the hands of H itle r’s army in 
June, 1940. The ignominious capitulation of the French capital­
ists and their creation of the pro-H itler dictatorial Vichy regime 
established definitively the fact that the capitalist class is in­
terested first and foremost in the preservation of its class rule, 
of its power and privileges. Only the Marxist program, only the 
program of the Fourth International had correctly analyzed and 
explained that the capitalists everywhere adopt the rule of demo­
cracy, m ilitary dictatorship or fascism in accordance with expe­
diency. "In a moment'of danger the bourgeoisie has always been 
able to free from democratic trappings the real apparatus of its 
rule as the direct instrument of finance capital," says the "M an i­
festo of the Fourth International on the Imperialist War and the 
Proletarian Revolution.”

The further sweep of H itle r’s armies into Europe, the ease 
with which he demolished the national states, the artificial bound­
ary lines and the customs barriers, as well as the whole course 
of H itle r’s rule in Europe have demonstrated over anil over 
again that die national state is outlived and is a brake on pro­
gress; that Europe is ripe and more than ripe for unification. 
H itle r’s occupation lias, further demonstrated that unification 
canot be accomplished under the auspices of monopoly capital­
ism. It can only be achieved under the socialist banner, under 
the leadership of tiie working class.

A ll the experiences of the past four years of war have shown 
how tru ly  prophetic was Trotsky’s analysis of Europe’s impasse 
and how correct he was in counterposing to the mad house of 
capitalist Europe the program of the Socialist United States of 
Europe.

One year after the fall of France, in June 1941, H itler 
launched his fateful attack upon the Soviet Union. The war on 
the eastern front is now entering its th ird year, but H itler is 
further from victory today than when he first began his ferocious 
offensive. The magnificent morale of the Red Army and the 
Soviet masses was the determining factor that finally turned back 
the tide of retreats and defeat. The Red Army dealt the Wehr- 
macht a crushing blow at Stalingrad and went over to the of­
fensive in the summer of 1943. Here again only the program of 
the Fourth International has correctly analyzed and explained 
the course of events. The Russian Revolution, debilitated by 
20 years of Stalin’s rule, is nevertheless still alive and still dis­
plays tremendous V ita lity. Its great conquests have not all been 
lost. The workers’ state with its nationalized property and plan­
ned economy has again confounded the capitalist statesmen and 
m ilita ry  experts. It has buried forever the theory of the identity 
between the fascist and soviet systems. Its unprecedented victories 
have now thrown consternation and fear into the capitalist rulers 
of the Anglo-American camp. The deep-going contradiction be­
tween the Soviet state and the capitalist world has been disclosed 
anew in the current crisis between Stalin and his Allies.

"By its very creation of enormous difficulties and dangers 
for the imperialist metropolitan states, the war opens up wide 
possibilities for the oppressed peoples. I'he rumbling of cannon 
in Europe heralds the approaching hour of their liberation,”  
wrote Trotsky in 1940.

From the very first days of the Second World War, the 
struggle of the colonial peoples for national independence has 
been in the forefront. It has been a constant source of worry to 
the capitalist masters, above all, the Anglo-American war camp. 
The six-year m ilita ry struggle of the Chinese people against Jap­
anese imperialism has steeled the Chinese masses, has built up 
the spirit of independence, self-reliance and determination to 
win national freedom and economic well-being.

Alongside of China, India with its 400-millions has risen 
from the sleep of centuries. India’s struggle for a new life of 
economic security, of national freedom shook the British empire 
to its foundations.

The struggle of the Chinese and Indian masses, comprising 
two-fifths of humanity, is a grim warnipg, not only that the days
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CANADIAN UNION EXPRESSES 
SUPPORT FOR KELLY POSTAL

"W e  agree w ith  you whole­
hearted ly  th a t B ro th e r Posta l has 
been the v ic tim  o f an ti- la bo r au­
th o ritie s  who miss no op po rtu n ity  
to  persecute anyone who dares to 
f ig h t fo r  the r ig h ts  o f labor,”  
w ro te  the Recording Secretary of 
Ford  Local 200, U A W -C IO , W in d ­
sor, O ntario , to  the C iv il R ights  
Defense Com m ittee th is  week.

“ Because o f w a rtim e  re s tr ic ­
tions we are unable to  export 
funds from  Canada, even fo r  such 
a w o rth y  cause as you m ention 
in  your c ircu la r. I  have been in ­
structed by our executive to  in ­
fo rm  you th a t we wish you every 
success possible in your noble e f­
fo r ts  to  secure the release o f 
B ro th e r K e lly  Postal.”

In  th is  country, s im ila r  sen ti­

ments are accompanied by finan­
cial support fro m  a g row ing  num ­
ber o f local trade unions. Am ong 
th is  week’s con tribu to rs  to the 
’K e lly  Postal Pardon Fund are 
U A W -C IO  Bronze W orkers  Local 
69, New Castle, Pa., and the 
U n ited  Construction W orkers, 
C inc inna ti, Ohio.

Postal is now serv ing a fiv e  
year sentence in  a M innesota ja i l  
on trum ped-up charges a ris in g  
out o f h is union a c tiv ity . H is  la w ­
yers are scheduled to  f i le  app lica­
tion  fo r  his pardon on September 
11. and the app lica tion  w i l l  be re ­
viewed by the M innesota State 
Board o f Pardons on October 11. 
The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee  is c ircu la tin g  pe titions  
asking fo r  the release o f Postal. 
Those who w ish to  help can se­
cure pe titions  fro m  the -CRDC, 
160 F if th  Ave., New  Y ork .
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ITALIAN WORKERS ELECT 
OWN FACTORY COMMITTEES
Employers Exert 
Pressure to Halt 
War Fraud Probes

Shipm ent o f finieh»d airn lane 
engines at the W rig h t A ero ­
nautica l Corpora tion p lant in 
Leckland, O lvo, dp-lined bv 86% 
between A p r i l and A ugust 1 o f 
th is  year. T h is  c - in c id “ d w ith  the 
period du ring  which the Senate’s 
Trum an Com m ittee investigated 
conditions and inspection methods 
in the plant and made public the 
facts show ing th a t the corpora­
tion— a subsid iary o f C u 'tis s - 
W r ig h t,  ho lder o f the n a tio n ’s 
second la rgest w ar con tracts—  
was de libera te ly  endangering the 
lives o f the men In  the armed 
fores by tu rn in g  out defective and 
sub-standard w ar m ate ria l..

The N . Y. T im es la s t week 
p rin ted  a series o f a rtic les  on the 
s itua tion , p resenting them  as 
“ im p a rt ia l”  news stories but 
s lan ting  them  heav ily  to make it  
appear th a t the T rum an Com­
m ittee ’s investiga tion  and reve la­
tions— and no t the corpora tion— 
were responsible fo r  the produc­
tion  slump.

The Senate com m ittee, said the 
T im es’ stories, had “ dem ora liz­
ed”  the inspectors o f finished 
m a te ria l a t the  p lan t. “ The 
element o f judgm ent w ent ou t o f 
the w indow. S tric tes t adherence 
to  b lueprin ts , re a lly  ‘more than 
s tr ic te s t’ adherence, became the 
co n tro llin g  law . Inspectors be­
came j i t te r y  and frigh tened . 
M a te ria ls  fro m  the sm allest pa rts  
to completed engines were tested, 
retested and re-re tested beyond 
a ll necessity. Inspectors became 
ir r ita te d  w ith  each o ther and 
production men w ith  a ll inspec­
tors. . .”  E tc., etc. “ The demo­
ra liza tio n  . . . resu lted in  good 
pa rt, i t  is said, fro m  the m ys te ri­
ous, ha lf-th re a te n in g  and rum or- 
p rovok ing  m anner in  which the 
T rum an com m ittee conducted its  
in q u iry .”  (N . Y. Times, Sept. 1.)

W H Y  P A N IC ?

W hy should the inspectors at 
the p lan t have became panic- 
s tricken when the investiga tion  
began i f  they had been doing the ir 
jobs prope rly?  The T im es does

A nti-N az i P rotest in  N o rw ay

(Continued on page 4)

Badoglio Is Compelled To 
Agree To Secret Ballot

AMGOT Then Follows By Conceding 'Free 
Labor Movement'  in the Occupied Areas

By Felix  M orrow

T lic  revolutionary workers o f Ita ly  have wrest­
ed fro m  the Badoglio government an agreement fo r  
the election o f factory committees by secret ballot 
of the workers.

In  listing the achievements o f the Ita lian  w ork­
ers, last week’s issue o f The M ilitan t already referred  
to free elections in the factories, basing itself on a 
reference to this fact in dispatches fro m  Moscow to 
ihe Stal inist press.

Now conics a form al announcement by the o ff i­
cial Stefani news agency, dated Sept. 2 , which gives 
the fo llow ing details:

The Norwegian masses are shown in  a recen t dem onstra tion against the German forces 
o f occupation in  Oslo. S urrounding th is  school in  which “ slave labo r”  transported from  Frarice 
is quartered, the Norwegians are shouting th e ir  opposition to the H itle r ite s  and demanding 
freedom fo r  the French workers. A  few  seconds a fte r  th is  p icture was snapped, German troops 
drove cars over the sidewalk and in to  the crowd. (Photo smuggled from Norway. Federated Pictures.)

Rift Widens Between 
Stalin And His Allies

By John G. W right

The cap ita lis t press is filled w ith  
proposals and counter-proposals 
fo r  assuring harm ony w ith  the 
Soviet Union. H u ll and Roosevelt 
issue discla im ers o f an ti-Sovie t 
bias. C hurch ill vows th a t he 
understands and sym pathizes 
whol -heartedly w ith  Russian 
views. Tiut there is s t i l l  no sign 
o f im provem ent in the re la tions 
between S ta lin  and his “ demo­
c ra tic ”  allies.

Minnesota Union Heads 
Back Democratic Party

By Grace Carlson

Gompersism, the po licy o f “ rew ard ing  you r friends  and punish­
in g  you r enemies,”  which has kep t A F I,  w orkers tied  to the Demo­
c ra tic  and Republican machines fo r  decades, is now being promote.d 
by the top bureaucrats o f the CIO  under the new name o f labor 
po litica l action. The r is in g  tide o f opposition to ca p ita lis t po litics  
was shown by the large num ber o f votes cast in  la s t f a l l ’s elections 
fo r  A L P  candidates in N ew  Y o rk  and F a rm er-Labor Pai-ty candidates’ 
in  M innesota. I t  was expressed 5- 
even more d ra m a tica lly  by the
demand o f the m a jo r ity  o f the 
M ich igan CIO  delegates a t th e ir  
Ju ly  convention fo r  an inde­
pendent labo r p a rty . H illm a n , 
chairm an o f the CIO P o litica l 
A ction  Com m ittee, is w o rk ing  
overtim e to  d irec t th is  sentim ent 
in to  the pro-Roosevelt stream .

In  M inneapolis a Labor Day 
V ic to ry  banquet held under the 
auspices o f the M inneapolis A F L  
Centra l Labor U n ion anticipated 
H illm a n ’s projected v is it  to  M in ­
nesota next m onth, by fo rm a lly  
opening a drive fo r  a Roosevelt 
fo u rth -te rm . Two hundred e ig h ty  
representatives o f the A F L , CIO, 
R a ilroad Brotherhoods and fa rm  
cooperative o rgan iza tions heard 
speaker a fte r  speaker urge “ u n ity  
o f a ll libe ra ls ”  in  o rder to secure 
the re-e lection o f Roosevelt and 
o f a Congress favorab le  to  him .

U N IT Y ” — W IT H  
T H E  DEM O CRATS

A h in t as to  the type o f “ u n ity ”  
they desire was given by Toast­
m aster H ube rt H um phrey— (la ­
bor-endorsed candidate fo r  M ayor

o f M inneapolis in the sp ring  elec­
tion , who declared th a t “ a fte r  all 
the ta lk  o f u n ity  there m ust be 
some place to  come home to ” —  
and then introduced the Demo­
c ra tic  State C hairm an!

F a rm er-L ab or P a r ty  leaders 
offe red no ob jection to  th is  
proposed se llou t o f th e ir  pa rty . 
Form er Governor E lm e r Benson, 
head o f the S ta lin is t-dom inated 
F a rm er-Labor Association, was 
praised by CIO leaders as “ the 
man who can be relied upon to 
lend his invaluable support in  be­
h a lf o f achieving g re a te r un ifica­
tion  among Roosevelt Democrats 
and F arm er-Laborites , as w e ll as 
labor and other libe ra l groups and 
ind iv idua ls .”

The increasing s treng th  o f labor 
p a rty  sentim ent among the masses 
o f w orkers  can be judged by the 
desperation' w ith  which the H i l l ­
mans, M urrays  and Greens as well 
as a ll the lesser bureacrats o f the 
labor movement, are w o rk in g  to 
stem the tide  and to  deflect the 
movement in to  safe pro-Dem o- 
c ra tic  P a rty  channels.

S ho rtly  before the Quebec Con­
ference came the launching o f the 
“ Free G erm any”  movement, w ith  
its  obvious th re a t o f an inde­
pendent po licy  by the  K rem lin  
w ith  respect to Germany. A lm ost 
sim ultaneously, the Moscow pub­
lica tion , W ar and the W ork in g  
Class, the mouthpiece fo r  S ta lin ’s 
fo re ign  po licy, charged - pub lic ly  
th a t A llie d  plans envisaged the 
iso la tion o f the Soviet Union 
th rough  the creation o f a system 
o f b u ffe r states based on Poland 
and the Balkans.

W hen the Quebec Conference 
corfvened, the K re m lin  was quite 
unambiguous in  d issocia ting its e lf  
fro m  it .  W h ile  the A llie d  press 
expressed concern over the ab­
sence o f Soviet spokesmen, the 
TASS, o ffic ia l Soviet news 
agency, b lu n tly  announced th a t 
Moscow had no t been inv ited . On 
top o f th is  came the rem oval o f 
M aisky and L itv in o v  fro m  th e ir  
posts as Ambassadors to  England 
and the U n ited  States respec­
tiv e ly , and th e ir  replacem ent by 
two nonentities.

S IGNS IN  T H E  W IN D

In  addition, Moscow took the 
oppo rtun ity  to release such news 
item s as the refusal by Am erican 
au tho rities  in N o rth  A fr ic a  to 
pe rm it a Soviet em issary to 
contact the French Com m ittee o f 
N a tiona l L ibe ra tion . The B rit is h  
au thorities, i t  >vas fu r th e r  d is ­
closed, were preven ting  President 
Benes o f the Czechoslovak gov- 
e rnm ent-in -ex ile  from  going to 
Moscow to sign a pact there.

'The cris is  extends to  such 
bodies as , the Anglo-Russian 
Trade U n ion Com m ittee where 
the B r it is h  and Soviet delegates 
came in to  sharp disagreem ent, 
especially over the issue o f the 
“ second fro n t , ”  du ring  the th ird  
session o f the Com m ittee in 
Moscow in Ju ly . S ir  W a lte r C i­
tr in e  is now being round ly 
denounced by the B r it is h  and 
Am erican S ta lin is ts , who are 
d iscovering once again th a t the 
B r it is h  labor bureaucrats w ill 
p lay  the game o f th e ir  im p e ria l­
is t m asters each tim e  i t  comes 
to a showdown.

There has been no moderation 
in the tone o f W ar and the W o rk ­

ing  Class. The la test issue con­
ta ins an a rtic le  which in  addi­
tion  to  denouncing the AM G  
(A M G O T ) as “ undem ocratic,”  
links  i t  d ire c tly  w ith  the plan to 
iso late the USSR. T h is  a rtic le  
sta tes:

“ Especial uneasiness has been 
caused among dem ocrats o f 
A llied  countries by reports  leak­
in g  th rough  the press th a t AM G  
is designed fo r  a grand European 
plan and, besides adm in is te ring  
countries o f the H it le r ite  bloc* 
w i l l  take contro l over countries 
libera ted fro m  German occupa­
tio n .”  (N . Y. Times, Sept. 3.).

T ak in g  th e ir  cue fro m  Moscow,

(Continued on page 3)

I . The  agreement is be­
tween the “ confederation  
o f m anufacturers”  and 
the “ confederation o f in ­
dustrial workers.”  Since 
the fascist “ confederation  
o f workers”  covered em­
ployes in a ll enterprises inc lud ­
ing  governm ent services, etc., the 
reference now to a “ confederation 
o f IN D U S T R IA L  w orkers”  ap­
pears to con firm  previous in t i ­
m ations /th a t the w orkers in  the 
northern ' in d u s tr ia l c ities had suc­
ceeded in  seizing the fasc is t 
“ unions”  and tra n s fo rm in g  them 
in to  the w orkers ’ own o rgan iza­
tions.

2. F ac to ry  com m ittees w il l  be 
elected in a ll “ in d u s tria l en ter­
prises”  em p loying more than 
tw e n ty  persons. The com m ittees 
w il l  num ber fro m  three to nine 
persons, depending on the size 
o f the enterprise.

3. Members o f the com m ittees 
w ill be elected “ by the d irec t and 
secret vote”  o f the w orkers  who 
have been employed in the fa c to ry  
fo r  a t least one year. “ The man­
agement s ta f f  is excluded from  
vo tin g .”  T h is  puts an end to  the 
fasc is t m yth  o f the id e n tity  o f 
in te rests o f management and 
w orkers, on the basis o f which 
both toge ther “ chose”  representa­
tives h ithe rto .

4. The com m ittees w ill “ con­
t ro l s tip u la tio n  and app lica tion  
o f collective contracts o f w ork,

mediate in in d iv idu a l con tro ­
versies, etc.”

We can he sure tha t the w in ­
n ing o f the r ig h t to fac to ry  com­
m ittees w ill no t abate the work­
ers’ h o s tility  to the m ilita ry  dic« 
ta to rsh ip  o f Badoglio. H is ta rd y  
agreem ent to  the elections can 
scarcely he dressed up as a 
generous concession. A s I  w ro te 
on A ugust 2: “ The dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  w h ich  the masses are 
w re s ting  fo r  themselves in  the 
streets and fac to ries  o f I ta ly ,  and 
which the Ita lia n  bourgeoisie w i l l  
tom orrow  fo rm a lly  recognize, are 
seen to  be the achievement o f the 
masses themselves.”

A M G O T ’S CO NCESSIO N

Even ta rd ie r than Badog lio ’?. 
concession is a lesser one made 
by AM G O T in  S ic ily . A t  least 
e igh t o r ten days a fte r  the un­
o ffic ia l news o f the agreem ent 
fo r  fa c to ry  elections in  I ta ly ,  and 
tw o days a f te r  the o ffic ia l S te fan i 
agency announcement, comes the 
f ir s t  news, in  a dispatch dated 
Sept. 4 and published in the Sept. 
6 N . Y. Times, th a t “ The A M G  
abolished today a ll fasc is t labo r 
and corpora tive  o rgan iza tions . . . 
and is su b s titu tin g  a free  labor 
movem ent.”

A t  the tim e th is  d ispatch from  
S ic ily  w-as published, the A m e ri­
can press had not yet p rin ted  a 
word about the fac to ry  elections 
agreement in  I ta ly . 'J u s t  who is 
ho ld ing back th a t news? Is  the

(Continued on page 2)

Carlo Tresca’s Widow Gives 
His Views On Ita lian Events

The following statement by Margaret De Silver w'as written the da}' after Mussolini’s fall 
at the request of the New Leader, organ of the Social Democratic Federation, but then refused 
publication in that paper. She is the widow of Carlo Tresca, the life-long anti-fascist who was as­
sassinated in New York on Jan. 11, 1943, and herself an outstanding fighter for civil liberties. 
File editors of The M ilitan t are of the opinion that her statement is a fa ir summary of the stand 
that the great anti-fascist leader would have taken were he here to participate in these stirring 
events.

I t  is a te r r if ic  resp on s ib ility  to  undertake to  ®- 
speak fo r  someone else, p a r tic u la r ly  i f  one is a 
po litica l am ateur and a ttem p ts  to speak fo r  such 
an exceptiona lly  astute person as Carlo Tresca.

Everybody can im agine Carlo w hooping and 
bu rb ling  and perhaps g e ttin g  agreeably d runk a t 
the dow n fa ll o f his oldest enemy. As to  the Bado­
g lio  item , I  th in k  he would be ex trem e ly  skep ti­
cal and m ig h t conclude th a t no t H itle r ,  bu t Rooso- 
ve lt-C hu rch ill-S ta te  D epartm ent had engineered 
the move.

I t  is sad fo r  Carlo th a t he did no t live  to  see 
these beginnings o f the collapse o f fascism  in 
I ta ly ,  but i t  is tra g ic  fo r  the people o f I ta ly  th a t 
he is no t here to  do a lo t o f necessary debunking, 
especially o f the w ie rd  assortm ent o f people who 
are a tte m p tin g  to speak fo r  I ta ly . Carlo knew 
an aw fu l lo t about w ha t was go ing on inside I ta ly ,  
hut he fre q u e n tly  rem arked th a t i t  was nonsense 
fo r  people here to plan who was to do w hat, in  
ease an A llie d  invasion o f I ta ly  should develop 
a revo lu tiona ry  s itua tion  there , because the people 
inside I ta ly  would have to  take care o f tha t.

He would say: “ Poor Ita lia n s , the y  have been 
so beaten and starved, maybe the y  cannot p u ll

i t  o ff .  . .B u t no one else can.”  Th is does no t mean 
th a t Carlo was unaware o f w h a t the A llie s  would 
be up to in the m a tte r o f suppressing any rea l 
revo lu tion . A nd he would have fo u g h t a g a in s t" 
these pressures. M aybe th a t is w hy  he is no t 
here. F o r the fa c t is th a t the ex-fasc is ts  who 
are scram bling  onto the New  Deal bandwagon, 
who are m aking hyp o c ritica l hu rrahs, are the 
most serious th re a t a t the m om ent: such as Gene- 
roso Pope and s tradd lers lik e  LaG uard ia , who 
hope to pu ll down plum s and g lo ry  by p lay ing  
along w ith  the Powers.

Yes, M usso lin i’s oldest enemy, the honorable 
man who fou gh t h im  a lw ays and un re len tin g ly , 
and no t ju s t when i t  became fash ionable and safe 
to do so, and not ju s t w ith  his voice hu t w ith  his 
whole h e a rt and soul, lies dishonored and un­
avenged. Maybe the people o f I ta ly ,  i f  they suc­
ceed in th e ir  te rr ib le  s trugg le , w i l l  he the ones 
to do the job  o f aveng ing C arlo ’s m em ory, the 
job which people in A m erica  seem incapable o f 
accom plishing, to  our disgrace.

M A R G A R E T  DE S IL V E R
J u ly  26, 1943
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The Struggle For A Labor Party In Michigan
By John Saunders

D E T R O IT  —  Sidney H illm a n , head o f the 
CIO  P o litica l A c tion  Com m ittee, Ihe o ff i­
cers o f the U n ited  A u to  W orkers, the lead­
ers o f the state CIO and the S ta lin is ts  a ll 
say openly or by innuendo th a t the move 
fo r  a M ich igan labor p a rty  is dead. Th is 
w ill come as news to  many o f the raak and 
file  delegates who voted to launch such a 
p a rty  a t the M ich igan CIO convention las t 
Ju ly . Nevertheless i t  is  now clear th a t the 
figh t to fo rm  an independent labor pa rty , 
which had seemed alm ost an accomplished 
fac t to  the delegates at the convention, is 
s t i l l  fa r  from  finished.

To p ro pe rly  understand the present pros­
pects fo r  independent labor po litica l action 
in  M ich igan, one m ust f irs t  become acquaint ­
ed w ith  the forces opera ting  w ith in  the 
U A W  which w ields the decisive in fluence on 
CIO  po licy in  th is  state. Two pow erfu l cau­
cuses, one headed by R eutlie r, the  o ther by 
Addes-Frankensteen, have been s tru g g lin g  
fo r  con tro l o f th is  union. Aside fro m  the 
question o f incentive pay, which is spon­
sored by Addes and his S ta lin is t support­
ers and opposed by Reuthcr, the re  is v ir tu a l 
agreem ent on basic po licy. B oth groups are 
fe rve n t supporters o f Roosevelt, both are 
opponents o f revok ing  the no -s trike  pledge 
and are aga inst c rea ting  an independent 
p a rty  o f labor.

The R eutlier Policy
B u t the R euther group d iffe rs  fro m  its  

r iv a l in  th a t its  leaders are more sensitive

to  the  moods among the w orkers  and rea l­
ize how soon the w o rkers ’ d issatis faction  
w ith  present conditions m ay erupt; in to  a 
fu ll-fle d g e d  revo lt aga inst the Roosevelt 
“ union sac rifice ’’ p rogram  and aga inst the 
union o ffic ia ls  who help to pu t th is  p ro ­
gram  over. As a resu lt, the leaders o f the 
Reuther. group —  in  order to m a in ta in  th e ir  
leadership over these d issatis fied  w orkers 
and to  keep them  fro m  go ing  “ too fa r ”  —  
often m outh more m il ita n t slogans than the 
Addes group. Th is exp la ins w hy the demand 
fo r  a labo r p a rty  was explo ited by some 
o f the leaders o f the Reuther group.

E m il Mazey, president o f the B rig gs  lo ­
cal, is one o f the lead ing “ le f t  w in g ”  spokes­
men o f the Reuther group. Reuther applies 
the carro t-and-c lub po licy  .toward M azey: 
He dangles before h im  a post on the Execu­
tive  Board o f the In te rn a tio n a l and gives 
him  some leeway, when the question o f ba­
sic po licy  o r leadership is no t in  the balance, 
to  b rin g  new supporters in to  the  Reuther 
group by espousing various progressive 
causes. B ut when ta lk  gives w ay to  action 
and there is serious w o rk  to be done. Mazey 
is faced w ith  the a lte rna tive  o f re trac ing  
his steps and hew ing s tr ic t ly  to the Reuther 
line  o r else losing a ll Reuther support fo r  
the  post he has so long coveted. In  the past 
s ix  years, Mazey has consistently ca p itu la ­
ted to  Reuther when faced w ith  th is  a lte r ­
native. I l is  exp lanation is always the same: 
th a t a break w ith  the Reuther caucus would 
b r in g  in to  contro l o f the union a group th a t 
is s t i l l  more reactionary. A c tu a lly  h is po licy

keeps the m ilita n ts  tied  to the Reuther cau­
cus and prevents them  fro m  s tr ik in g  out 
on th e ir  own.

The Role Played by Mazey
The demand fo r  a labor p a r ty  became 

widespread among M ich igan w orkers  in the 
m iddle o f 1943 as the resu lt o f the r is in g  
cost o f liv in g , the freez ing  o f wages and 
the repressive an ti- la b o r leg is la tion . Mazey 
spoke up fo r  a labor p a rty  too and by prom ­
is ing  to w in  the Reuther caucus over to  sup­
po rt o f the labor p a r ty  managed to  sw ing 
many w orkers behind the caucus. F o r a tim e 
i t  seemed Mazey would make good on his 
prom ise. W ith  on ly  a fe w  dissenting votes 
he was able to  p u t th rou gh ' a sa tis fa c to ry  
reso lu tion fo r  the launching o f a labo r p a r­
ty  a t the June Convention o f the P rogres­
sive Labor League w hich was dom inated 
by the Reutherites.

B u t Reuther, Scholle, D o ll and the other 
leaders o f the caucus had no in te n tio n  o f 
bucking the na tiona l leadership o f the  CIO 
on th is  issue. I t  is one th in g  to  speak 
vaguely about independent po litica l action, 
especially when the w orkers are ta lk in g  in 
favo r o f i t  —  i t  is another to  conduct a 
figh t fo r  the labor p a rty  against the top 
CIO bureaucrats and the W h ite  House. 
A t  the state C IO  convention in  J u ly  the 
Reuther leaders disregarded the wishes o f 
the ran k  and f ile  o f th e ir  own caucus and 
jo ined forces w ith  Addes and the S ta lin is ts  
to  defeat the M azey-S ilvers reso lution.

Mazey, who confined his a c tiv itie s  fo r  a 
labo r p a r ty  to  maneuvers a t the top , had

fa ile d  to prepare the delegates fo r  a s tru g ­
gle. Scholle made the strongest speech at 
the convention aga inst the labo r p a rty  w h ile  
Mazey was not even recognized by the 
R eutherite  who chaired the convention ses­
sion. O n ly lesser-known supporters o f the 
reso lu tion were -perm itted to speak and 
M azey’s plea fo r  a hand-vote was ignored. 
Mazey complained feeb ly th a t he had been 
doublecrossed. B u t i t  was ne ithe r his' com­
p la in ts  nor the fe a r th a t he would b o lt the 
R euther caucus and set out on an independ­
ent course, bu t ra th e r the a n x ie ty  th a t M a­
zey m ig h t no t be able to  keep his fo llow e rs  
in line, th a t persuaded the Reuther caucus 
leaders to b ring  in  a  compromise resolu­
tion  on the labo r pa rty .

The de libera te ly  vague reso lu tion which 
the Reuther leaders pe rm itted  to pass en­
abled them  to m a in ta in  the appearance o f 
suppo rting  the move to create a labor p a r­
ty  —  w h ile  actua lly  s t if l in g  it .  The resolu­
tion  called fo r  the se ttin g  up o f a com m ittee 
o f 17 “ to explore and bu ild  sen tim ent fo r  
independent p o lit ic a l ac tion ”  fo r  a period o f 
90 days and fo r  a referendum  on the p a r t o f 
the local unions w ith in  30 days the re a fte r. 
N a tu ra lly  the delegates expected th a t the 
ch ie f supporters o f the labo r p a rty  would 
be appointed to  th is  com m ittee and th a t 
they would c a rry  on a cam paign o f propa­
ganda and a g ita tio n  fo r  a labo r p a rty  by 
pub lish ing  lite ra tu re  and ho ld ing  mass 
m eetings. The referendum  would then con­
vince the m ost doub tfu l o f the  overwhelm ­
in g  sentim ent o f the ra n k  and f i le  fo r  a la ­

bor p a rty . B u t a ll the na tiona l and state 
C IO  leaders inc lud ing  the Reuther caucus 
leaders had d iffe re n t ideas. They were out 
to k i l l  the labor p a rty , no t bu ild  it .

A fter the C IO  Convention

F a r fro m  s treng then ing  sen tim ent fo r  in ­
dependent p o litica l action, the state CIO 
leaders —  ta k in g  th e ir  cue fro m  the Chica­
go conference held under the auspices o f 
H illm a n ’s P o litica l A c tion  Com m ittee —  
are do ing eve ry th in g  possible to m obilize 
sentim ent aga inst the launch ing o f a labor 
p a rty  and are c o n triv in g  ways and means 
to  dispense w ith  the re ferendum  ordered by 
the state CIO Convention. The hyp ocritica l 
fo rm u la  adopted by the 17-man com m ittee, 
according to the A ug ust 20 M ich igan  CIO 
News, is tha t a ll its  members “ concede the 
d e s ira b ility  o f having a th ird  p a rty  E V E N ­
T U A L L Y , w h ile  d iffe r in g  as to  the advis­
a b ility  o f launching i t  im m edia te ly .”

C o n tia ry  to  the wishes o f the m ember­
ship, union funds are being squandered in  
a subs titu te  cam paign to keep the w orkers 
tied  to the ca p ita lis t pa rties. Tabu la tions 
o f how the “ fr ie n d s ”  o f labo r voted in  Con­
gress . have been prepared and d is tribu te d  
to  the membership. G reat emphasis is be­
in g  placed on a drive  to ge t a ll the w’orkers 
reg istered —  so th a t they w i l l  be able to  
vote fo r  new “ fr ie n d s ”  o f labo r a t the com­
in g  election. No m ention is made o f the fa c t 
th a t i t  is precise ly the fa ilu re  to  create 
a labo r p a r ty  'which is responsible fo r  the 
apathy o f the masses to  re g is te r and vote.

How is the rank and file  to  get out o f

th is  impasse and im plem ent its  demand fo r  
a labor pa rty  at th is  tim e? F irs t  o f a ll, i t  
must re ly  not on the Reuther caucus but on 
its  own s treng th  and its  own indepedent p ro­
gram . The un ion m ilita n ts  m ust bu ild  th e ir  
own independent group and c a rry  on a con­
s is ten t f ig h t  fo r  a labo r p a r ty  aga ins t the 
R euther-Leonard as w e ll as the  Addes- 
Frankensteen forces. They m ust f ig h t  open­
ly  and square ly a t the com ing U A W  con­
vention fo r  the launching o f a labor p a rty . 
They m ust pass reso lutions in  the locals in ­
s is ting  th a t the state CIO leaders hold the 
re ferendum  in the tim e specified by the 
state convention.

The ranks m ust prepare fo r  a long u p h ill 
f ig h t because the en tire  trade un ion lead­
ersh ip is determ ined to  th w a rt the wishes 
(of the m em bership fo r  an independent pa r­
t y  o f labor. B u t tim e  is on the side o f the 
progressive forces. The continued skyrock­
e ting  o f prices w h ile  wages rem ain frozen 
and the an ti- la bo r policies o f Congress and 
Roosevelt w il l convince even the m ost back­
ward o f the necessity fo r  an independent 
la b o r pa rty . The present le ftw a rd  sw ing o f 
the masses in A u s tra lia  and Canada in  the 
d irection  o f the labo r p a r ty  w i l l  have a 
g re a t influence on the A m erican w orkers. 
The tw o fo ld  reac tiona ry  po licy  o f the ad­
m in is tra tio n  o f th ro t t l in g  the w orkers  a t 
home and crush ing  the s trugg les o f 
the w orkers abroad w il l  rouse the A m e r­
ican masses s t i l l  more. The M ich igan  w o rk ­
ers have the o p p o rtu n ity  o f w in n in g  the 
leadership o f th is  g re a t p o lit ic a l labo r cam­
paign.

By M arvel Selioll

Workers Are Electing Their Own 
Factory Committees In Italy

(Continued fro m  page 1)

ETHIOPIA AND SICILY 
PROVIDE PREVIEW OF 
THE ALLIED POLICIES

The la tes t development in the 
fac tion  rig h t between the Reuther- 
Leonard and Addes-Frankensteen 
caucuses in  the U n ited  A uto  
W orkers  was the announcement 
la s t week th a t R ichard Leonardi 
w i l l  run  against George Addes 
fo r  the post o f secre ta ry-treasurer 
a t the Oct. 4 convention o f the 
union in  B u ffa lo . .

T h is  election contest is being 
discussed by both caucuses as 
though i t  was the main problem 
to face the convention. Thus 
the announcement o f Leonard’s 
candidacy is a sign not on ly tha t 
the fac tion  figh t is sharpening 
but also th a t the rea l problems 
fac ing  the auto workers are being 
subordinated to a clique fig h t fo r 
posts.

* * *

D u rin g  the past sum m er fo u r 
m illio n  young people between the 
ages o f 14 and 17 have been 
le g a lly  employed in factories, 
stores and on fa rm s in the U n ited 
States. The em ploym ent o f th is  
vast a rm y o f m inors, over h a lf 
the h igh-school population, has 
been made possible by the amend­
m ent, in  17 states, o f ch ild -labor 
laws, low ering  both the, standards 
o f em ploym ent and the work-age 
l im it  fo r  youth.

In  addition to those le ga lly  em­
ployed under w o rk ing  papers, the 
federal C h ild ren ’s Bureau reports 
tha t the incidence o f ille g a l em­
ploym ent has increased fou r-fo ld .

N e x t week the fa l l  school te rm  
opens. Paul V. M cN u tt, W ar 
M anpower Commissioner, and 
K a therine  Lenroot, head o f the 
C h ild ren ’s Bureau are engaged in 
a controversy over the Bureau’s 
slogan— “ back-to-school.”  M cN u tt 
is  said to  agree w ith  the fu r th e r  
education o f the youth “ in  p r in ­
c ip le ”  bu t his agency is doing 
its  best to underm ine the C h il­
dren ’s Bureau campaign.

M c N u tt’s a ttem p t to  keep these 
young workers out o f school 
presents the trade unions w ith  
a serious problem. The ex is ting  
ch ild -labo r law s and the very  
educational system its e lf  are not 
a ltru is t ic  g if |s  o f cap ita lism . 
They were b rough t in to  being 
th rough  the w o rk  o f the trade 
un ion movement. B u t the high 
cost o f liv in g  has forced m ost o f 
these fo u r  m illio n  young people 
in to  in dus try . M ost o f the youth 
w o rk  because they have to 
augm ent the fa m ily  income, and 
tra g ic a lly , m any o f them  w ill 
forego th e ir  fu r th e r  education fo r  
the same reason.

A  r is in g  scale o f wages to meet 
the  r is in g  cost o f l iv in g  is 
v ita l ly  necessary to  assure fu l l  
educational op p o rtu n ity  to  the 
w o rk in g  class youth.

*  *  *

The N a tiona l Coal O perators 
Association com plained b itte r ly  
last week tha t there is a produc­
tion  lag  because the m iners are 
p rac tic ing  “ enormous absenteeism 
and ind iffe rence.”  The bosses say 
the m iners ’ slogan is “ no con­
tra c t— no sweat.”

A  U n ited  M ine W orkers ’ spokes­
man, when asked to comment on 
the opera to rs ’ charge, replied 
c ry p tic a lly , “ The men in  the p its  
are sore. They feel they ’ve been 
gypped.”

*  * *
The f irs t  s tr ik e  called under the 

S m ith -C onna lly  A c t is s t i l l  ho ld­
in g  firm . Invo lved are 28 mem­
bers o f the In te rn a tio n a l Associa­

tio n  o f M ach in ists who walked 
ou t in  pro test against the f ir in g  
o f nine un ion members.

S ho rtly  a fte r  the s tr ike  began 
the W ar Labor Board ordered the 
local union o ffic ia ls  to  send the 
men back to  w ork . George R. 
Nelson, union business agent, 
w ired the board th a t “ the w o rk ­
ers have voted by secret ba llo t to 
susta in th e ir  re fusa l to  w ork .”

* : *  *

On Sept. 4 President Roosevelt 
authorized E m ery S. Land, W ar 
Shipp ing A d m in is tra to r, to seize 
and operate the B rook lyn  ship 
re p a ir ya rd  o f the A tla n tic  Basin 
Tron W orks. Land im m ed ia te ly  an­
nounced the appo intm ent o f Danie l 
S. B r ie r ly , head o f the W S A  
rep a ir and salvage departm ent, 
as operations m anager fo r  the 
yard.

F o r more than three m onths 
Bernard C. M oran, the company 
president, has de fian tly  refused to 
obey a W LB  order th a t he sign a 
con tract w ith  the In d u s tr ia l U n ion 
o f S h inbu ild ing  and M arine  W o rk ­
ers, CIO. In  the fina l W LB  hear­
in g  on the case la s t week, M oran 
stated b lu n tly  th a t he “ p re fe rred ”  
governm ent seizure to  s ign ing  a 
m aintenance-of-m em bership con­
tra c t w ith  the union. The IU S M W  
won collective ba rga in ing  r ig h ts  
fo r  the yard in an N L R B  election 
in  1938 but has never been able 
to  get a contract w ith  "the com­
pany.

M oran stands to lose on ly  the 
t itu la r  contro l o f his ya rd ’s opera­
tions. H is bonanza cost-plus con­
tracts, his p r io r it ie s  and his 
transporta tion  p riv ileges rem ain 
in tact. Hence his p ro fits  w i l l  con­
tinue to ro ll in as before. And 
when the governm ent considers 
th a t a ll danger o f “ in te rrup tions  
by un ion action”  have passed, 
M oran w ill get his ya rd  back.

*  *  *

The na tiona l executive board o f 
the CIO  sh ipyard un ion voted la s t 
week to  em power its  president, 
John Green, to appo in t a com­
m ittee  o f th ree— him se lf and two 
others—-to police the un ion and 
deal “ severe punishm ent”  to  any 
ind iv idua l member or local union 
which v io la tes the no - s tr ike  
pledge.

John Green and P h ilip  Van 
Gelder, who head the sh ipyard 
workers union, s ta rted  out in  the 
CIO  as m ilita n ts  organ iz ing  the 
workers fo r  s trugg le  against the 
cap ita lis t class. Now the p o litica l 
representatives o f B ig  Business 
have organized them in to  police 
agents against the workers.

*  *  *

The N. Y. T im es opened up a 
cam paign la s t week to  d iscred it 
the T rum an Com m ittee’s find ings 
th a t the o ffic ia ls  o f the  W rig h t 
A eronau tica l C orpora tion p lan t 
a t Lockland, Ohio, de libera te ly  
delivered defective a irp lane  en­
gines to the governm ent. As p a rt 
o f its  smear cam paign, the Tim es 
prin ted  some critic ism s  o f the 
T rum an Com m ittee made b y  o f­
ficers o f the  U n ited  A u to  W orkers 
Lockland p lan t local.

The m otives o f the T im es are 
o f course obvious. They w a n t to 
w h itew ash the crim es o f the 
W’r ig h t  C orpora tion . The whole 
so rry  inc iden t in  add ition  th row s 
a ra th e r lu r id  lig h t  on the policies 
and ac tiv itie s  o f the labor 
bureaucrats.

The labo r movement should be

O W l ho ld ing i t  up, in o rder lo  
■enable AM G O T to  pretend tha t 
its  change o f line  in  S ic ily  is 
a free ly-m otiva ted  decision ra the r 
than what it  obviously is, a deci­
sion forced upon i t  by the 
developments in  I ta ly ?

The S ic ily  d ispatch does not 
make clear precise ly w h a t k ind  o f 
a “ free labo r movem ent”  is to 
be perm itted . W orkers w i l l  be 
“ fre e ly  choosing th e ir  own dele­
gates,”  i t  says, bu t does no t in ­
dicate w hether th is  is to  be by 
.secret" ba llo t, and w hether on a 
c ity -w ide  o r fac to ry  basis. S trikes 
rem ain outlawed, and there is a 
reference to  appo intm ent o f “ im ­
p a rtia l a rb ite rs ”  by the AM G O T- 
con tro lled “ p rov inc ia l labo r o f­
fice*”  whenever “ an office o f con­
c ilia tio n , m edia tion and a rb itra ­
t io n ”  “ fa ils  to agree”  to  the w o rk ­
ers’ demands.

W H Y  AM G O T A C T E D

T hat the AM G O T agreement 
to pe rm it workers to  elect th e ir 
own delegates is m erely an 
a ltem pt to get fo rm a lly  in  line  
w ith  what the workers have a l­
ready achieved by themselves in  
Ita ly , is c lear to anyone who 
studies the previous po licy o f 
AM G O T. U nde r the fo rm u la  
"p ro h ib itio n  o f po litica l a c tiv ity ,”  
i t  has p rev ious ly  indicated qu ite  
obviously th a t no t on ly  po litica l 
parties bu t also trade unions 
would no t be allowed. The w o rk ­
ers’ in te rests were to  be “ p ro ­
tected”  by A M G O T ’S “ prov inc ia l 
labo r offices.”  The Sept. 4 dispatch 
from  S ic ily  (w r itte n  b y  H e rbe rt 
L. M atthew s) a ttem pts to  note, in 
doub le-ta lk acceptable to  the m il i­
ta ry  censors th a t the new po licy is 
a decided change: “ Thus the 
A llie d  o rgan iza tion  has abandon­
ed its  orig ina l- idea o f t r y in g  to  
fo is t Anglo-Saxon labo r princip les 
upon the Ita lia n s .”  As i f  to  give 
his readers a broad h in t  th a t 
the new step is not p a r t o f a 
general po licy  o f dem ocratization, 
M atthews adds: “ . . . i t  is  realized 
th a t i t  is  h ig h ly  questionable 
w hether the A llie s  have the r ig h t 
to impose W estern dem ocratic in ­
s titu tio ns  on a coun try  th a t in  
m any respects did no t have them 
even before fascism .”  I t  is hard 
to believe th a t the w e ll-in fo rm ed  
M atthew s does n o t know  th a t the 
la s t p a rt o f h is sentence is a 
f la g ra n t falsehood and th a t the 
Ita lia n  w orkers and peasants had 
won a broad arena o f democratic 
r ig h ts  before fascism , especially 
d u rin g  the revo lu tiona ry  cris is  o f 
1919-1920, when the y  won w o rk ­
ers’ contro l o f production in many' 
instances, and the peasants seized 
land and organized socia lis t co­
operatives —  broader r ig h ts  than 
those which the Am erican w o rk ­
ers have as yet won.

In  any event i t  is c lear th a t 
the Ita lia n  workers, u n d e r  
AM G O T no less than under Bad- 
oglio, w il l get on ly what they w in 
in s trugg le . A lready  thanks to  the 
v ic to ries  won by the workers 
against Badoglio, AM G O T is

in the fo re fro n t o f the cam paign 
to expose the p ro fite e ring  and 
the c r im in a l ac tiv itie s  o f the b i l­
lion  do lla r corpora tions. Instead 
i t  is the k ite  to  the p ro -B ig  B us i­
ness T rum an Com m ittee. In  the 
present instance, the stup id , con­
fused statem ents o f the local CIO 
leaders have served on ly  to give 
aid and com fort to  the enemies o f 
labor.

faced w ith  deepening d ifficu ltie s  
when I ta ly  is occupied.

R O LE O F  C O M M IT T E E S

Elected fa c to ry  com m ittees in  
a tim e  o f revo lu tiona ry  cris is  
w i l l  undoubtedly prove to  have 
fa r  more scope than questions o f 
wages and w o rk in g  conditions. 
L ike  the Russian fac to ry  cotn- 
m itie rs  o f February-O ctober 1917, 
the German fac to ry  com m ittees 
o f Novem ber 1918-October 1928,- 
and the elected shop stewards in 
England a fte r  the las t w ar, the 
Ita lia n  fac to ry  com m ittees are 
ce rta in  to  become spokesmen o f 
the workers on the most basic 
po litica l issues.

We w rite  fro m  a fa r and w ith  
the scantiest in fo rm a tio n , bu t we 
can be sure, th a t the o lder com­
m un is t and socia list w orkers, who 
recall the fa ta l ro le o f the re fo rm ­
is t trade  un ion leaders in m aking 
possible the v ic to ry  o f fascism  in 
1922, see in  the fa c to ry  com m it­
tees a fa r  m ore sensitive in s tru ­
ment fo r  expressing the w ill o f 
the w orkers than trade unions 
can be in  a period o f revo lu tiona ry  
upheaval. D u rin g  the post-w ar 
revo lu tiona ry  wave o f 1917-1923, 
the trade union offic ia ldom  every­
where lagged fa r  behind the fa c ­
to ry  com m ittees and shop steward. 
D ire c tly  under the pressure of 
the workers and in  d a ily  contact 
w ith  them in the shops, the 
fa c to ry  com m ittees and shop 
stewards were fa r  to  the le f t  o f 
the trade union offic ia ls .

E M B R Y O  O F SO VIETS

Indeed, a t the beg inn ing o f the 
October revo lu tion  in Russia, the 
fa c to ry  com m ittees were on the 
w orkers ’ side o f the barricades, 
the o ffic ia l top trade un ion bodies 
on the o ther side. P r io r  to tha t, 
in  J u ly  1917, the Bolsheviks fo r  
a tim e  considered abandoning the 
p o ss ib ility  o f leading the revo lu­
tion  th rough  the e x is ting  soviets 
—composed o f w o rkers ’ and sol­
d ie rs ’ deputies elected one o r tw o 
fro m  each fa c to ry  and reg im en t— 
and considered basing the com ing 
revo lu tion  on the broader factory- 
committees. F o r  a t th a t tim e  the 
re fo rm is t Mensheviks and S.R.’s 
had w e ll - n igh  strang led the 
soviets, tu rn in g  them in to  ap­
pendages o f the P rovis iona l Gov­
ernm ent, w h ile  the fa c to ry  com­
m ittees, d ire c tly  responsive to  the 
workers, had remained revo lu ­
tio n a ry  bodies. In  the  end, the 
soviets proved capable o f being 
revived.

A c tu a lly , under conditions o f 
revo lu tiona ry  cris is, fa c to ry  com­
m ittees are the em bryo o f soviets, 
and can, under the leadership of 
a genuine ly revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is t 
pa rty , assume the functions o f the 
soviets o f October— become the 
m ost a u th o rita tive  organs o f 
defense o f the w orkers ’  r igh ts , 
lead ing to  the assum ption o f state

power and the crush ing o f 
the c a p ita lis t counter-revo lu tion . 
T ro tsky  proposed thus to  u tiliz e  
the German fa c to ry  com m ittees 
in  1923, instead o f a r t if ic ia lly  
t r y in g  to  set up soviets side by 
side w ith  the e x is tin g  committees.

On the o ther hand, i f  a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  M a rx is t p a rty  fa ils  to 
develop and become the leader o f 
the masses, the  fa c to ry  com m it­
tees m ay in  the end be em ptied 
o f th e ir  p o ten tia lit ie s  and tra n s ­
form ed in to  mere ins trum en ts  o f 
class co llabora tion , no less than 
the trade  unions. T h is  happened 
in  Germ any a fte r  the Com m unist 
P a rty  fa iled  to  seize the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  op po rtu n ity  in 1923.

D E E P E N IN G  O F C R IS IS

F o r the present, the appearance 
o f the fac to ry  com m ittees in  
I ta ly  indicates the deepening o f 
the revo lu tiona ry  crisis, and the 
developing op po rtu n ity  fo r  the 
workers, supported by the land- 
hungry  peasantry, to  establish a 
W orkers ’ and Peasants’  G overn­
ment based on the fac to ry  com­
m ittees and on elected peasant 
committees.

As yet, by a ll indications, the 
Ita lia n  w orkers ’ movement re­
mains essentia lly  “ spontaneous,”  
in  the sense th a t i t  is  no t under 
the contro l o f the pa rties  which 
emerged fro m  underground on 
Ju ly  26. Undoubtedly members o f 
the Com m unist and Socia list 
Parties, especially those w ith  ex­
perience du rin g  the p re -fasc is t 
period, are being th row n  up as 
fa c to ry  and union leaders by the

mass movement. B u t the parties 
themselves do not ye t appear to 
speak w ith  dom ina ting  a u th o rity  
to the workers.

'Phis fa c t has pro found s ig n i­
ficance fo r  the fu tu re  o f the 
Ita lia n  revo lu tion . 'The Commun­
is t and Socia list P arties  are not 
revo lu tiona ry  o rgan iza tions: both 
propose no th in g  m ore than the 
fo rm a tio n  o f a- dem ocra tic-capita l­
is t repub lic (the  S ta lin is ts  don’t  
even speak o f ending the m onar­
chical sys tem !). Once they get 
con tro l o f the w orkers ’ movement, 
they are certa in  to act as a brake 
upon it .  M eanwhile, fo rtun a te ly , 
the elem ental force o f the mass 
movement is c rea ting  a broad 
arena o f w orkers ’ democracy—  
trade unions and o ther o rgan iza­
tions and, above all, the fac to ry  
com m ittees— which w ill be a 
fo rum  in  which the genuinely 
revo lu tiona ry  M a rx is t elements 
can w in  the m inds o f the w o rk ­
ers.

Those genuine ly revo lu tiona ry  
elements, com ing fro m  the Com­
m unist and Socia list Parties, and 
the many d issident unattached 
communists, as w e ll as fro m  the 
sm all T ro ts k y is t groups, w ill have 
th e ir  op po rtu n ity  to fuse together 
in to  a p a r ty  o f the F ourth  In te r ­
na tiona l and s ink  th e ir  roots deep 
in to  the mass movement. The 
assurance o f th a t op p o rtu n ity— 
th a t is the tremendous revo lu ­
tio n a ry  significance o f the agree­
m ent won by  the w orkers fo r  the 
free  election o f fa c to ry  com m it­
tees.

I t  has been correctly  em phasiz­
ed (hat (he A llie d  M il ita ry  Gov­
ernm ent po licy in  S ic ily  —  col­
labora tion  w ith  fasc is t o ffic ia ls , 
suppression o f p o litica l a c tiv ity  
by the masses, m aintenance of 
cap ita lis t p rope rty  re la tions— is a 
preview o f the policies which the 
A llie s  w i l l  t r y  to ca rry  out in 
I ta ly  and Ihe o ther A x is  coun- 
(ries. B ut i t  should not be 
fo rgo tte n  (hat th is  is not the 
firs t preview. The firs t was given 
in E th iop ia  alm ost (wo years 
ago.

The s itua tion  in  E th io p ia  was 
d iffe re n t, o f course. I ta ly  is the 
m il ita ry  foe o f G reat B r ita in  
w h ile  E th io p ia  is her a lly . T ha t 
on ly  makes w h a t happened to 
E th io p ia  a ll the more s ign ificant.

A n  A ng lo -E th iop ian  tre a ty  and 
m il ita ry  convention were signed 
ea rly  in 1942 a fte r  the Ita lia n  
arm ies had been driven out. H a ile  
Selassie was re insta ted as em­
peror, b u t E th iop ia  was no t re ­
stored to even its  pre-1935 sta tus 
as an independent na tion . By the 
trea ty  which B r ita in  imposed on 
the country i( was reduced to  the 
status o f a v ir tu a l colony.

DR. M A R T IN ’S A N A L Y S IS

T ha t th is  is recognized (and 
resented) by the E th io p ian  peo­
ple was confirm ed recently  by D r. 
W arqneh M a rtin , fo rm e r E th io ­
pian ambassador to  B r ita in , whose 
lega tion  in London was shut down 
to appease M usso lin i and to 
prepare the w ay fo r  the B r it is h  
governm ent’s recogn ition o f the 
fasc is t conquest o f E th io p ia  be­
fore the outbreak o f the present 
w a r. As reported by George 
Padmore in  the B r it is h  New 
Leader o f J u ly  17, D r. M a rtin  
has issued a sta tem ent sub­
je c tin g  the tre a ty  to  analysis and 
show ing i t  to be a  device by 
which independence is denied to 
E th iop ia .

T hrough th is  tre a ty , as D r. 
M a rt in  dem onstrates, B r it is h  
d ip lom atic  representatives are 
g iven precedence over a ll o ther 
fo re ign  representatives; B r ita in  is 
g iven the r ig h t  to  use “ im ­
movable p ro p e rty ”  o f the E th io ­

pian state fo r  the prosecution o f 
the w a r; E th io p ian  public ex­
pend iture is p ra c tic a lly  con­
tro lle d  by the B r it is h ; the  
B r it is h  m ust approve a ll m atters  
re la tin g  to  E th iop ian  currency; 
the em peror is ob ligated to  con­
su lt the B r it is h  m il ita ry  au­
th o ritie s  concerning any exte rna l 
m il ita ry  opera tions; and the 
B r it is h  are granted c iv il a ir  
tra n s p o rt freedom  o f passage to , 
in  and over E th io p ia  w h ile  the 
same fa c ilit ie s  are denied to  
o the r fo re ign  a irc ra ft  w ith o u t the 
concurrence o f the B r it is h . As 
Dr. M a rtin  asks o f th is  last 
clause, “ W ould any free  and in ­
dependent s ta te  to le ra te  such an 
in junc tion  from  another s ta te? ”

A  S T R A N G LIN G  G R IP

U nder the m il ita ry  convention, 
D r. M a rt in  continues, the E th io ­
p ian em peror is p ra c tica lly  placed 
under the con tro l o f the B r it is h  
com m ander-in -chie f in  K enya ; 
the B r it is h  are g iven “ the r ig h t  
to keep such m il ita ry  forces in  
E th io p ia  as they th in k  necessary;”  
exem ption fro m  ta xa tio n  and the 
c rim ina l and c iv il ju r is d ic tio n  o f 
the E th io p ian  courts is made fo r  
a ll B r it is h  m il ita ry  and police 
forces, and fo r  c iv ilia n s  serving 
w ith  them ; and thousands o f 
square m iles o f E th iop ian  te r ­
r i to ry  which have been occupied 
as reserved areas “ shall be in ­
v io lab le and sha ll be subject to  
the exclusive con tro l and a u th o rity  
o f the appropria te  B r it is h  au­
th o r ity .”  .

No wonder th a t D r. M a rtin  
concludes his analysis w ith  the 
statem ent tha t a ll th is  “ has been 
effected in con trad ic tion  to  the 
pious statem ent tha t the B r it is h  
governm ent is f ig h tin g  fo r jus tice  
and independence fo r a ll the op­
pressed and invaded nations, and 
not w ith  a view  to  acquire more 
te r r ito ry  fo r  the B r it is h  E m pire .”

Add w hat happened in  E th iop ia  
to w ha t happened in  S ic ily . The 
sum w il l  be the po licy  w h ich  
C hurch ill and Roosevelt hope to  
pu t in to  e ffec t in  Europe and the 
rest o f the world .
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By A lbert P arker

Not  Lectures On Manners But A Program
La s t week’s column was de­

voted to showing how w rong  i t  
had been, a fte r  the A ug us t 1-2 
outbreak in H arlem , fo r  the Ne­
g ro  press and N egro loaders to 
spend th e ir  tim e  denouncing the 
H arlem  masses as “ hoodlums”  
when they  should have been a t­
tack in g  the J im  Crow system 
fostered by cap ita lism  which 
was the rea l cause o f the ou t­
break as i t  was o f the an ti-N egro  
violence in D e tro it and elsewhere. 
T h is  week we w ant to  conclude 
w ith  our rem arks on th a t ques­
tion .

Some o f the Negro leaders who 
blew  th e ir  top aga inst the H a r­
lem masses ju s t d idn ’t  know any 
be tte r, we believe. O ther leaders 
did know better, bu t they were 
w o rried  about the e f fe c t1 th is  
spontaneous dem onstra tion o f re ­
sentm ent aga inst J im  Crow  would 
have on the ad m in is tra tion , w ith  
whom  they are p leading fo r  con­
cessions. This fe a r is c le a rly  re ­
flected, fo r  example, in the co l­
um n w h ich  M r. Roy W ilk in s , as­
s is tan t na tiona l secre ta ry o f the 
N A A C P , w ro te  fo r  the A ugust 
28 N. Y . A m sterdam  News:

“ . . .D id the r io t  do any good? 
A  young fe llo w  in  a zoot s u it 
and a zoot h a t yelled a t me A u g ­
ust 2: ‘ I  bet they w i l l  pay a tten ­
tion  to th is  in  W a sh ing to n !’

“ They w ill pay a tten tion , a ll 
r ig h t,  but the question is : ‘W hat 
kind o f a tte n tio n ? ’ The Negroes 
who have to deal w ith  people in 
power are m eeting a cold fro n t. 
M any do not even w ish to  discuss 
the N egro  question. The progress 
o f g e ttin g  a tten tion  fo r  real 
grievances, ju s tif ia b le  com plaints, 
is  made d iff ic u lt  by w ild  behavior 
o f the people who have ju s t cause 
fo r  ye llin g .

“ O f course w h ite  people are a t 
fa u lt .  O f course the whole sys­
tem  o f repression and c ru e lty  is 
a t fa u lt.  B u t we have to  take, 
a good, honest look a t ourselves. 
We aren’t  pe rfect, e ither. The 
w h ite  man m ust make conces­
sions, b u t we m ust also. W e can’t  
w in  w ith  profane, obscene and 
loud language, no r w ith  crude be­
hav io r. W h ile  we f ig h t  fo r  our 
r ig h ts , we have go t to  s tra igh ten  
ou t and ‘f ly  r ig h t . ’ ”

( In  passing, we should p o in t 
ou t th a t we do no t accept the 
fo rm u la tio n  th a t “ w h ite  people 
are a t fa u lt . ”  Some w h ite  people 
are a t f a u l t '—  the c a p ita lis t class 
and its  p o litica l, educational and 
jo u rn a lis tic  servants who m a in ­
ta in  J im  Crow. Some w h ite  peo­
ple are not a t fa u lt  —  the ad­
vanced w orkers  who f ig h t  to  abo­
lish  d isc rim ina tion  and segrega­
tion , the backward w orkers who 
are m isled by c a p ita lis t misedu- 
cation. Some Negroes are also a t 
fa u lt  —  p a rtic u la r ly  the se lf- 
sty led leaders who refuse to  lead 
the masses in  an a ll-o u t f ig h t  
aga inst the cause and supporters 
o f J im  C row .)

Now  M r. W ilk in s  is no t a t a ll 
the m ost ho rrib le  exam ple o f a 
N egro leader to whom we could 
po in t. B u t th a t makes th is  s ta te ­
m ent a ll the m ore s ig n ifica n t. F o r 
he too has his eyes tu rned in  the 
w ro ng  d irec tion . He seems to be 
m ore concerned w ith  w h a t W ash­
in g ton  is th in k in g  than w ith  w ha t 
the N egro masses are th in k in g . 
M any o f the a d m in is tra tion  o ff i­
cia ls do' no t even w a n t to  discuss 
the Negro question, he asserts., 
and “ w ild  behavioi-”  makes the  
job  o f the Negro leaders more 
d iff ic u lt.

B ut w hy are he and o ther lead­
ers m eeting “ a cold f ro n t ”  from

the people in power? One th in g  is 
sure : i t ’s not because the Negro 
people have been m isbehaving. 
The great m a jo r ity  o f the Negro 
people, on the con tra ry , have been 
behaving fa r  too meekly and re ­
spectfu lly , considering a ll the in ­
su lt and oppression they have 
had to  put up w ith . The present 
ad m in is tra tion  has been in  office 
a lm ost eleven years; d u rin g  th a t 
tim e the Negro people have acted 
“ w ild ”  so seldom th a t you can 
count the instances on the fin g e rs  
o f one hand. T h a t has no t made 
the a d m in is tra tion  any less “ cold.”

M r. W ilk in s  recognizes th a t the 
J im  Crow system is a t fa u lt ,  bu t 
says Negroes aren’t  pe rfec t 
e ither. T rue, they are no t per­
fect, bu t the fa u lt  o f the J im  
Crow  system cannot be placed on 
the same level as the fa u lts  or 
shortcom ings o f the people whom 
th is  system oppresses. The N e­
gro  cannot w in  h is f ig h t  by p ro ­
fane language o r crude behavior, 
he continues. I t  a ll depends on 
what is meant by “ crude beha­
v io r.”  To a po ll ta x  senator i t  is 
crude and subversive behavior to 
demand the  abo lition  o f the po ll 
tax. To Roosevelt i t  is crude be­
hav io r to demand the end o f se­
grega tion  in  the  armed forces. 
And these people don’t  care w ha t 
k ind o f language the Negro peo­
ple use in  ra is in g  such demands 
— i t  is the demands themselves 
which they  consider objectionable. 
They are no t ne a rly  so concerned 
about m anners as M r. W ilk in s  
seems to  th in k . Need we re a lly  
po in t out th a t the re fined  la n ­
guage and cu ltu red  behavior o f 
the N e g ro ’ leaders has never won 
a single concession fo r  the mass­
es?

The po in t o f the m a tte r is th a t 
the s trugg le  against Jim  Crow 
requires vigorous, m ilita n t s tru g ­
gles, fo r  on ly such s trugg les w ill 
fr ig h te n  the ru lin g  class ih to  
g ra n tin g  concessions. The troub le 
w ith  the action o f the masses in 
the I la r lc m  pro test against J im  
Crow was no t th a t i t  was crude 
o r unrefined bu t th a t i t  was no t 
organized and directed along the 
proper lines. The reason fo r  th is  
was th a t the Negro masses have 
not yet got a program  which w ill 
enable them  to  conduct the m il i­
tan t dem onstrations and fig h ts  
which arc necessary. I t  is no t lec­
tures on manners and m orals 
which the masses require , but a 
leadership which w il l  organize 
them around the correct, p ro -la ­
bor, a n ti-ca p ita lis t p rogram .

The Theory And Practice Of 
Marxist Party Organization

O ur column la s t week m ay have 
le ft  a w rong  im pression th a t we 
would lik e  to correct here. N o t 
a ll o f the Negro press w ent over­
board in denouncing the H arlem  
masses as “ hoodlums.”  A s the 
Chicago Defender po in ts out th is  
week, i t  asserted im m edia te ly  
a fte r  the outbreak th a t the shout­
in g  against hoodlumiSm “ answers 
no th ing, exp la ins no th ing .”  I t  
notes th a t i t  is in  a m in o r ity  on 
th is  question among the Negro 
papers, and warns aga inst f a l l ­
ing in to  “ the tra p  o f fo rg e ttin g  
th a t the roo t  o f the ev il lies not 
in the ind iv idua l, b u t in our so­
c ie ty— in the ghetto, the k itchen ­
e tte , the TB ra te , the ‘no colored 
need ap p ly ’ signs. . . O ur ba ttle  is 
no t aga inst the resu lts , bu t the 
cause —  no t aga inst the B ig ge r 
Thomases, bu t the B ilbos and 
R ankins.”  W e ll pu t, except th a t 
the name o f Roosevelt should no t 
be om itted fro m  the l is t  o f the 
advocates o f “ w h ite  suprem acy.”

Pioneer Paragraphs

THE CHOICE NOW IS BETWEEN 
SOCIALISM AND SLAVERY

By Leon Trotsky

By John G. W right

“ The S trugg le  fo r  a P ro le ta rian  
P a rty ”  by James P. Cannon is 
the companion volum e to  “ In  
Defense o f M a rx ism ”  by Leon 
T ro tsky . These tw o  books com 
prise the basic docum entation o f 
the s trugg le  aga inst the p e tty  
bourgeois rev is ion is ts  led by Burn 
ham - Shachtman - Abern which 
took place in the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  three years ago.

In  the second section o f Com­
rade Cannon’s book, “ L e tte rs  to  
Comrades,”  the reader w ill find 
recorded the day to day, week 
to week, and m onth to , month 
chronology o f th is  s trugg le . W hat 
renders these le tte rs  especially 
valuable is th e ir  complete free ­
dom from  the subjective, the in ­
cidental and the episodic. A l­
though composed in  the ve ry  heat 
of the s trugg le , they were not 
w ritte n  fo r  the moment. The 
reader can judge fo r  h im se lf how 
well they stand up a fte r  a lapse 
o f three years.

The th ird  section o f the book, 
“ Documents o f the S trugg le ,”  
records the action taken by  the

p a rty  a t each stage o f the s tru g ­
gle up to  its  ve ry  end w ith  the 
expulsion o f the petty-bourgeo is 
opposition.

O RTHO DO X L E N IN IS M

Contained in  the f irs t  section 
is the p a m p h le t,-“ The S trugg le  
F o r a P ro le ta rian  P a rty ,”  w h ich 
was o r ig in a lly  w r itte n  a lm ost at 
the te rm in a tio n  o f the s trugg le . 
I t  sums up the whole strugg le , 
a fte r  a ll the c o n flic tin g  ideas had 
fu l ly  unfolded and each camp had 
fu lly  disclosed its  tru e  nature. 
For the convenience o f the reader 
th is  pam phlet is  placed a t the 
beginn ing inasmuch as a carefu l 
s tudy o f i t  w i l l  enable h im  to 
fo llo w  and understand the other 
sections a ll the m ore easily.

The A ppend ix gives the o r­
ganizational p rinc ip les o f the 
rev is ion is ts  in  th e ir  own words 
and enables the reader to con-, 
tra s t these views w ith  those o f 
the T ro tsky is ts .

The ideas and method advanced 
and defended th roughou t by Com­
rade Cannon are those o f an 
o r t  h o d  o x  Len in is t. Especia lly 
no tew orthy are the p a rty ’s reso lu­

tions which present the p r in ­
ciples o f Len in is t p a rty  o rgan iza­
tion  in  th e ir  classic fo rm . (See 
“ Documents o f the  S trugg le .” ) 
In  po in t o f fact, Comrade 
Cannon’s book sets fo r th  the 
Len in is t princip les o f p a rty  o r ­
ganization more com prehensively 
than th is  subject has ever been 
treated before.

D E M O C R A TIC  C E N T R A L IS M

I t  ough t to be borne in  m ind 
th a t Bolshevism (Le n in ism ) as 
a system o f o rgan iza tiona l ideas 
and princ ip les is  a genuine 
product o f the tw en tie th  century. 
I t  is  som eth ing qu ite  new. In  
fac t, the cu rre n t year, 1943, m arks 
on ly  its  fo r t ie th  ann iversary. F o r 
i t  was in  1903 th a t Len in  f irs t  
began to  prom ulgate sys tem ati­
ca lly  the  theory  and practice o f 
b u ild in g  the p ro le ta rian  pa rty , 
the p rinc ip a l in s tru m en t fo r  
ach ieving the tra n s itio n  fro m  
cap ita lism  to  socialism .

The g re a t progressive ro le o f 
Bolshevism s t i l l  rem ains to a 
g rea t m any a secret sealed w ith  
seven seals. In  th is  book they w il l  
find th is  precious secret unlocked.

Rift Widens Between 
Stalin And His A llies

(Continued from  page 1)

Today i t  is  no longer a ques­
tion , as was the case in  the 
nineteenth cen tury, o f s im p ly  as­
su ring  a m ore rap id  and more 
hea lthy development o f economic 
li fe :  today i t  is a question o f 
saving m ankind fro m  suicide. I t  
Is precise ly the acuteness o f the 
h is to rica l problem  th a t com plete ly 
cuts, the ground fro m  under the 
fee t o f the op po rtun is t parties. 
The p a rty  o f the revo lu tion , on 
the con tra ry , finds a w e ll-sp ring  
o f inexhaustib le  power in the 
consciousness o f the fa c t th a t i t  
carries out inexorable h is to rica l 
necessity. . .

W ar, le t  us once again reca ll, 
speeds up enorm ously the p o li­
t ic a l development. Those g reat 
tasks w h ich on ly  yesterday 
seemed long years, i f  no t decades 
away, can loom up d ire c tly  be­
fo re  us in  the nex t tw o  o r three 
years, and even sooner. P rogram s 
which are based on hab itua l 
peacetime conditions w i l l  in ­
ev ita b ly  rem ain da ng ling  in  m id 
a ir . On the o ther hand, the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l’s P rogram

o f T ra n s itio n a l Demands which 
seemed so “ un rea l”  to  near­
sighted po litic ians , w i l l  reveal 
Its  fu l l  significance in the process 
o f the m ob iliza tion  o f the masses 
fo r  the conquest o f s tate power.

A t  the beg inn ing  o f the new 
revo lu tion , the opportun ists w i l l  
once again s trive , ju s t as they 
did a qu a rte r o f a cen tu ry  ago, 
to imbue the w orkers  w ith  the 
idea th a t i t  is  im possible to bu ild  
socialism  on ru ins  and devasta­
tion . As i f  the p ro le ta r ia t is  free 
to choose! I t  is necessary to bu ild  
on those foundations which h is ­
to ry  provides. The Russian Revo 
lu tio n  showed th a t w o rkers ’ ru le  
can raise even a ve ry  backward 
coun try  ou t o f deepest poverty. 
A l l  the g rea te r are the m iracles 
open to  the p ro le ta r ia t o f the 
advanced countries. W ar destroys 
structures, ra ilw ays , factories, 
m ines; b u t i t  cannot destroy 
technology, science, sk ills . A f te r  
c rea ting  its  own state, co rrec tly  
organ iz ing  its  own ranks, d raw ­
in g  in to  the w o rk  qualified forces 
bequeathed by the bourgeois

the A m erican S ta lin is ts  have 
shelved th e ir  pi'evious line  of 
m a in ta in in g  th a t the closest pos­
sible harm ony existed; th a t on ly 
a hand fu l o f reactionaries were 
seeking to “ create bad blood”  w ith  
Moscow; th a t a ll reports o f deep­
go ing differences were s im p ly  
N azi propaganda picked up by the 
“ f if th  colum n,”  etc., etc.

U. S. S T A L IN IS T  L IN E
The D a ily  W orke r has been 

sounding the alqj-m. On the day 
fo llo w in g  H u ll’s a ttack  on colum n­
is t D rew  Pearson, W illia m  Z. 
F oster repeated a lm ost ve rba tim  
— to be sure, w ith o u t nam ing 
names— the charge th a t a con­
sp iracy was being hatched to 
‘be tray our Soviet a lly  and to 

leave i t  bleed its e lf  w h ite  in  our 
common strugg le .”  ( D a i l y  
W orker, Aug. 31.) On Sept. I  the 
S ta lin is ts  demanded e d ito r ia lly  
“ the im m ediate cleansing by H u ll 
o f those State Departm ent circles 
who have served as one o f the 
p rinc ip a l centers o f an ti-S ov ie t 
and anti-dem ocratic  in tr ig u e .”

On Sept. 2, B rowder delivered 
a speech w a rn in g  th a t the fa ilu re  
to meet the K re m lin ’s demands 
would cause the re la tions among 
(he A llie s  to “ deterio rate sharp ly .”  
A lso w ith o u t m ention ing names 
he re ite ra ted the charge o f “ bad 
fa ith ”  w ith  regard to the Soviet 
Union.

A ltho ug h  engaged in an a ll-ou t 
a ttack  on Roosevelt’s fo re ign  
po licy, the S ta lin is ts  s t i l l  con­
tinue  the wretched pretense th a t 
Roosevelt and even H u ll are 
re a lly  no t responsible; th a t they 
are being subjected to reactionary 
pressure; th a t the w ay to remedy 
the s itua tion  is to  ra l ly  s t i l l  more 
f irm ly  behind “ our Commander- 
in -C h ie f.”  I t  was on th is  note th a t 
B row der closed._

R E D U C T IO N  TO A B S U R D IT Y
W hat are the rea l issues in  th is  

con flic t?  The issue is “ short or 
long w a r,”  says Browder. (D a ily  
W orker, Sept. 3.) In  th is  "w ay,he 
reduces the  whole th in g  to an 
ab su rd ity : the dispute, you see, is 
over the du ra tion  o f the w ar. The 
Soviet U n ion wants to  shorten it ,  
w h ile  the opponents o f the “ second 
f ro n t”  seek to p ro long it .

No be llige ren t power determ ines 
its  conduct by how long o r how 
sho rt a period i t  w ants to  figh t. 
W ha t counts in  a w a r is  w hat 
each p a rtic ip a n t is  f ig h tin g  fo r. 
Roosevelt and C h urch ill would 
g la d ly  te rm in a te  the w a r on the 
m orrow , on one cond ition : th a t 
they  ge t w ha t they w ant. They 
are ju s t  as ready to  f ig h t i t  out 
fo r  years u n t il and unless, they 
do ge t it .

B row der is not qu ite  as stupid 
as he pretends. He knows, a l­

though he lies to  the con tra ry , 
th a t the “ democracies”  are not 
f ig h tin g  fo r  the same th ings  as 
the masses o f the Soviet Union.
The Red A rm y  is  n o t f ig h tin g  a 
na tiona l w ar, n o r a w a r fo r  
“ democracy”  no r a w a r to  p re ­
serve the c a p ita lis t o rder in  
Europe and to  assure dom ination 
to one o r another group o f im ­
p e ria lis t riva ls . The Soviet w o rk ­
ers and peasants are pe rfo rm in g  
unprecedented fea ts  a t the fro n t  
and in  the  re a r in  defense o f 
basic conquests o f the  October 
revo lu tion  wh ich s t i l l  rem ain 
even under S ta lin : nationalized 
p ro pe rty  and planned economy.

E F F E C T  OF V IC T O R IE S

Each success o f the Red A rm y  
s trikes pow erfu l blows not only 
against the German im peria lis ts  
but against the whole cap ita lis t 
order. As. the p res tige  o f the 
Soviet Union rises, the oppressed 
masses in  Europe, above a ll in 
Germany, take new courage and 
hope. The Ita lia n  people have a l­
ready ove rth row n M usso lin i and 
his fasc is t reg im e; C hurch ill and 
Roosevelt know  ve ry  w e ll th a t 
th is  is on ly  a prelude to fa r  vaste r 
upheavals. W ill the resurgent 
peoples subm it to  the perpetuation 
o f the ca p ita lis t order in  Europe ?

S ta lin  has pledged to help 
m a in ta in  the  ca p ita lis t order. B u t

w ha t w i l l  happen to  S ta lin ’s 
reg im e w ith  Europe in  the throes 
o f revo lu tion  ? Roosevelt and 
C h urch ill p re fe r to  depend on 
th e ir  own forces and resources. 
They know  th a t the m ost colossal 
obstacle to  the preservation o f 
cap ita lism  in  Europe would be the 
su rv iva l o f the  USSR as the 
dom inant power on the continent. 
The precondition fo r  m aking 
Europe safe fo r  cap ita lism  is the 
re legation  o f the USSR to a 
subordinate position, its  iso la tion 
and eventual destruction . T h is  is 
w hat determ ines the course o f the 
“ democracies.”  T h is  is w hat un­
derlies the present differences.

S ta lin ’s policies have led the 
Soviet U n ion  to  s t i l l  another 
cris is . I t  m ay be patched up th is  
tim e, on ly  to  recur la te r w ith  
redoubled force. I t  w i l l  become 
increas ing ly  c lear to  the Soviet 
masses th a t even before they  have 
succeeded in  c learing  the  country 
o f the present enemy, the prospect 
before them  is o f another hostile  
alliance, determ ined to  iso late and 
destroy them.

The ham m er blows o f events 
are b r in g in g  home to  the masses 
in  the USSR and in  occupied 
Europe th a t th e ir  rea l security, 
libe ra tion  and sa lva tion  lies in 
the s trugg le  fo r  socialism , and in  
the establishm ent o f the Socia list 
U n ited  States o f Europe.

regim e and organ iz ing  production 
according to  a un ified p lan, the 
p ro le ta r ia t w i l l  no t b n ly  restore 
w ith in  a few  years eve ry th ing  
destroyed by w a r, bu t w i l l  also 
create conditions fo r  the greatest 
blossom ing o f cu ltu re  on the 
foundations o f so lida rity .

— From  Pages 42-44 , 
“ Manifesto o f the Fourth  
In ternational on the Im ­
perialist W ar and the 
Proletarian Revolution,”  
1 9 4 0 ,4 8  pages, 10  cents. 
O rder fro m  Pioneer Pub­
lishers, 1 16  University  
PL, New Y o rk  3 , N . Y .

Contained in  i t  is  the key to  the 
Le n in is t concept o f o rgan iza tion  
which m ay be summed up in  the 
s ingle fo rm u la : dem ocratic cen­
tra lism .

How is i t  possible fo r  cen tra l­
ism to  be dem ocratized? Or, on 
the o ther hand, fo r  democracy to 
be centra lized, w ith o u t thereby 
au tom atica lly  ceasing to be demo­
c ra tic  ? To scholastics, em p iric is ts  
and fo rm a l th inke rs  o f a ll va rie ­
ties, the  L e n in is t concept o f 
dem ocratic cen tra lism  appears 
se lf - con trad ic to ry , paradoxica l, 
irra tio n a l. The whole po in t, how­
ever, is  th a t dem ocratic cen tra l­
ism is  not s im p ly  a mechanical 
com bination o r sum o f democracy 
and cen tra lism . I t  is  som ething 
new. I t  is a d ia lectica l synthesis 
o f the two, con ta in ing  both and 
at the same tim e  d iffe r in g  
pro found ly  from  both.

Australian Labor Party 
And The Fight For Socialism

A L U C ID  A P P L IC A T IO N

In  th is  o rgan iza tiona l system 
the cen tra lis t o r dem ocratic fea­
tures predom inate and combine 
not in  accordance w ith  a blue­
p r in t  made in  advance and good 
fo r  a ll tim es and under a ll condi­
tions, b u t depending on the 
circum stances in  each given s itua ­
tion . T h is  is  no t to  say th a t the 
system is an a rb itra ry  one. F a r 
fro m  it .  The in te rp la y  o f demo­
cracy and cen tra lism  in  the 
Le n in is t system o f organ ization 
is r ig o rou s ly  designed to  serve 
the end o f m a in ta in in g  the p a rty  
as the vanguard o f the w o rk ing  
class. T h is  means above a ll to : 
1) safeguard the p a r ty ’s character 
as a combat o rgan iza tion  by 
preserv ing u n ity  in  action ; 2) 
safeguard a t a ll tim es and under 
a ll conditions its  firm ness o f line ; 
3) m a in ta in  its  p rinc ip les un­
adulterated. In  the pages o f th is  
book, the reader w ill find  a lucid 
and b r i l l ia n t  app lica tion  and 
dem onstration o f the p rinc ip le  of 
dem ocratic centra lism .

L E N IN ’S M E T H O D

In  Len in ’s system, as expound­
ed in th is  book, the p a rty  is con­
ceived as a whole w ith  the 
m in o rity  always subord inate to 
the m a jo rity , ju s t as a part 
remains subordinate to  the whole. 
In  th is  system every member is 
rendered responsible fo r  the 
p a r ty ; and, conversely, the p a rty  
responsible fo r  every member.

A n ti-L en in ism  or opportunism  
in  organ iza tiona l questions is un­
fa il in g ly  m arked by a con s titu ­
tion a l an tip a th y  tow ard  demo­
c ra tic  cen tra lism  and re flected in 
the a ttem pts to render the p a rty  
amorphous; to  w a te r down its  
class com position and revise its  
p rinc ip les; to  underm ine its  
discip line and u n ity  in action; to 
debase the ca llin g  and m eaning 
o f p a r ty  membership. (F o r a 
graph ic illu s tra t io n  o f th is , see 
the A ppendix to th is  volum e.)

The inva luab le experiences, 
lessons and tra d itio n s  o f Le n in ’s 
o rig in a l p a r ty  which functioned 
fo r  the m ost p a r t under C zaris t 
il le g a lity  are availab le  p r im a r ily  
to those who have access to the 
o rig in a l lite ra tu re  o f Bolshevism. 
The archives o f the  Russian 
T ro tsky is ts  fu n c tio n in g  under 
S ta lin is t i l le g a lity  are even less 
accessible.

The p rogram m atic  im portance 
o f Cannon’s book lies precisely in 
the fa c t th a t generalized and 
summed up in  i t  is  the en tire  
fo r ty  years’ experience o f the 
Len in is t system o f o rgan ization, 
the on ly  one th a t has w ithstood 
the test o f h is to ry .

By M . M orrison

A  P A R T Y  M A N U A L

T his  is a m anual o f p a r ty  o r­
ganization . I t  is  o f u tm ost im ­
portance and value no t on ly to 
the Am erican T ro tsky is ts  b u t to 
our co-th inkers th roughou t the 
w orld  because i t  is no t o n ly  a 
restatem ent o f  tested princ ip les 
and correct method bu t an ap­
p lica tion  o f them  in  life . I t  is  
a m anual o f p a r ty  organ ization 
enriched by  a decade and a h a lf 
o f b u ild in g  the  p a r ty  in  the 
U n ited  States under conditions in 
many respects fa r  more adverse 
than those w hich ob ta in  in  other 
advanced countries.

We recommend i t  above a ll to 
the revo lu tiona ry  youth. Those 
who assim ila te  its  ideas and 
lessons w ill find the m a jo r ob­
stacles removed w hich stand in 
the w ay o f a young w orker m ili 
ta n t g rop ing tow ard  p o litica l life  
and action.

Leon T ro ts k y  valued most 
h ig h ly  Cannon’s w o rk  and con 
tr ib u tio n  in the fie ld o f organ iza­
tion. O f the pam phlet which con­
s titu tes the f ir s t  section o f th is  
book, T ro ts k y  gave the fo llo w in g  
appra isa l:

“ I t  is the w r it in g  o f a genuine 
w o rke r’s leader. I f  the  discussion 
had no t produced m ore than  th is  
document, i t  would be ju s tified .”

The v ic to ry  o f the Labor P a rty  
in A u s tra lia  presents social demo­
cracy w ith  a w onderfu l oppor­
tu n ity  to  prove its  fundam enta l 
thesis th a t a soc ia lis t order can 
be established th rough  a p a r lia ­
m en ta ry  m a jo r ity  and w ith o u t 
any revo lu tiona ry  violence. The 
A u s tra lia n  Labor P a rty  has a t 
present a c lear m a jo r ity  in  both 
houses o f P arliam ent. T h is  means 
th a t a decisive m a jo r ity  o f the 
people o f A u s tra lia  has voted fo r  
a p a r ty  th a t stands, in  its  p ro ­
gram , fo r  socialism  as aga inst 
cap ita lism . W ill the Labor P a rty  
proceed to  c a rry  its  p ro g ra m  in to  
fu lf il lm e n t?

No one would applaud a peace­
fu l trans fo rm a tion  fro m  ca p ita l­
ism to  socialism  w ith  g rea te r en­
thusiasm  than revo lu tiona ry  
M arx is ts . I t  is obvious th a t a 
v io len t s trugg le  between the to i l­
ing  masses desiring  to  establish 
socialism  and the organized m i­
n o rity  o f cap ita lis ts  determ ined to 
m a in ta in  the c a p ita lis t system in ­
volves serious disadvantages to 
socialism . Such a s trugg le  neces­
s a r ily  m ust re s u lt in  vast de­
s truc tion  and in  a lim ita t io n  o f 
democracy, both o f w h ich fac to rs  
are no t a t a ll beneficial to  the 
bu ild ing  o f a socia lis t order.

U nde r ce rta in  h is to ric  condi­
tions a peaceful revo lu tion  is 
qu ite possible. Soon a f te r  the 
February  Revolu tion in Russia, 
Lenin was hope fu l th a t the pow­
e rfu l soviets would assume com­
plete con tro l o f the cou n try  w ith ­
out any d isturbance whatever. 
The Bolshevik P a rty  o ffe red c r i­
tica l suppo rt to  a governm ent o f 
the Soviets even though such a 
governm ent would consist o f 
Mensheviks and Social-Revolu­
tionaries. The re fusa l o f these 
parties to  take power was a b ig  
fa c to r in p reven ting  a com plete ly 
peaceful solution to  the problem 
o f power as between the ca p ita l­
is t P rovis iona l Governm ent and 

Ahe Soviets.
In  the present s itua tion  in A us­

tra lia  i t  is a lm ost ce rta in  th a t 
the m in o r ity  o f cap ita lis ts  could 
not successfully organize a v io ­
len t revo lt aga inst the p a r ty  in  
power i f  i t  should decide to  p ro ­
ceed w ith  measures fo r  the es­
tab lishm ent o f a socia lis t order. 
A las, i t  seems a ll too certa in , 
however, th a t the  A u s tra lia n  L a ­
bor P a rty  w i l l  fo llo w  in  the fo o t­
steps o f the Mensheviks and So­
cia l-R evo lu tionaries. I  can on ly  
hope th a t the Labor P a r ty  w i l l  
prove me w rong.

* * *
Ig n o ra n t o r vic ious opponents 

o f re vo lu tio n a ry  M arx ism  contend 
th a t the d iffe rence between revo­
lu tio n a ry  M a rx is ts  and social re ­
fo rm is ts  consists in  the fa c t th a t 
the fo rm e r believe in  re vo lu tion ­
a ry  violence w h ile  the la tte r  be­
lieve in  dem ocratic, con s titu tion a l 
methods as a means o f ach ieving 
socialism . In  re a lity  the  d is tinc ­
tion  between the tw o  camps can 
be described as fo llo \vs : revo lu ­
tio n a ry  M a rx is ts  believe in  ta k ­
ing  power fo r  the purpose o f es­
tab lish ing  socialism  when the 
m a jo r ity  o f the people support 
them, regardless o f the opposi­
tion  o f the m in o r ity  o f ca p ita l­
is ts ; re fo rm is ts , though be liev ing 
in socialism  as a theory , in  prac­
tice would postpone the tak in g  
o f power and the abo lition  o f the 
ca p ita lis t system u n t il the m in o r­
ity  o f cap ita lis ts  g ive th e ir  con­
sent. R e fo rm is ts  are so fe a rfu l 
o f the v io len t opposition o f the 
cap ita lis ts  th a t in practice they  
subm it to  the basic demands o f 
the c a p ita lis t class.

R evo lu tionary M a rx is ts , having 
the support o f a m a jo r ity  o f the 
people would not p e rm it the cap i­
ta lis ts  to  u t iliz e  pa rlia m en ta ry  
and con s titu tion a l tr ic k e ry  to 
th w a rt the de term ination  o f the 
masses to  do aw ay w ith  the cap i­
ta lis t  system. U nder ce rta in  con­
d itions the revo lu tiona ry  p a rty , 
hav ing  the  support o f the  masses, 
would no t w a it  fo r  a count o f 
noses before ta k in g  powder, fo r  
any delay m ay mean p lay in g  
r ig h t  in to  the hands o f the reac­
tion . W hen the Bolshevik P a rty  
had a m a jo r ity  in the Soviets they  
took power. On the o ther hand 
the German Social Dem ocrats 
hav ing  the support o f the vast 
m a jo r ity  o f the German people 
in 1918 insisted on observing 
cap ita lis t-dem ocra tic  fo rm s  in  o r­
der to avoid any s trugg le  aga inst 
the cap ita lis ts . They v io la ted rea l 
democracy to  p e rm it German ca­
p ita lism  to  continue its  existence.

(The above is a re p r in t o f the 
in troduction  by John G. W rig h t 
to “ The S trugg le  F o r A  Prole 
ta ria n  P a rty ”  by James 
Cannon.— E d.)

Some ca p ita lis t com m entators 
ascribe the v ic to ry  o f the A u s tra ­
lian  Labor P a r ty  to the fa c t th a t

the w a r has taken a favo rab le  
tu rn  and consequently the  Labor 
P a rty , w h ich  has been in  con­
tro l o f the governm ent durin jg 
th is  period, was re turned to  pow­
er by a substan tia l m a jo r ity  o f 
the people, inc lud ing  the arm ed 
forces. W ith o u t pre tend ing to  
know  a ll the fac to rs  th a t in f lu ­
enced the A u s tra lia n  people to  
vote as the y  did, I  am ce rta in  th a t 
th is  theo ry  can have no v a lid ity  
whatever. Because the A u s tra lia n  
masses know' ve ry  w e ll th a t the 
favorab le  tu rn  in  the w a r against 
Japanese im peria lism  is no t due 
to the e ffo r ts  o f the A u s tra lia n  
Governm ent b u t to  the  e ffo r ts  o f 
A m erican im peria lism  endanger­
ed by the v ic to ries  o f Japan. 
W hat m ust have in fluenced the 
masses o f A u s tra lia  is th e ir  de­
s ire  to give the Labor P a rty  a 
chance to rea lize its  program . 
This hypothesis is strengthened 
by the fa c t th a t the opposition 
ran on a p la tfo rm  o f a govern­
ment o f a ll pa rties. The masses 
pre fe rred to  have the Labor P a r­
ty  ru le  exclusive ly.

To ju s t i fy  the confidence placed 
in i t  by  the  masses the Labo r 
P a rty  m ust proceed to  take those 
measures representing  the in it ia l 
steps in the b u ild in g  o f a socia l­
is t order. I t  m ust na tiona lize  the  
banks, transp o rt, and a ll b ig  in ­
dustries and in troduce w o rke rs ’ 
management o f indus try . I t  m ust 
nationa lize  the land and provide 
fo r  its  use by those w’ho ac tua lly  
w ork  on the  land. The question 
o f compensation to  the present 
ca p ita lis t owners is n o t a ques­
tion  o f p rinc ip le . Compensation 
can be given on condition th a t no 
v io len t opposition be organized by 
them.

*  *  *
F a ilu re  o f the A u s tra lia n  Labor 

P a rty  to take the steps ou tlined  
above w i l l  in e v ita b ly  lead to  p ro ­
found d isappo in tm ent in  the 
ranks o f the masses and could 
resu lt in  the v ic to ry  o f reaction 
on fasc is t lines. I t  can be taken 
fo r  g ranted th a t w ith o u t ta k in g  
these measures the Labo r P a rty  
w ill be unable to  solve any o f the  
serious problem s co n fro n tin g  the 
masses. P e rm itt in g  cap ita lism  to  
exist means to pe rm it the very  
conditions th a t turned the masses 
from  the conservative p a rty  to  
the Labor P a rty . The masses 
w ant a change and th a t is w hy 
(hey placed the Labor P a rty  in  
power. T in k e rin g  w ith  the  cap i­
ta lis t o rder o ffe rs  no hope w h a t­
ever to  the people o f A u s tra lia . 
I f  th is  is the path the Labor P a r­
ty  w i l l  fo llo w  i t  can be predicted 
w ith  c e rta in ty  th a t w ide sections 
o f the masses, disappointed and 
disheartened, w i l l  tu rn  away fro m  
the Labor P a rty .

The v ic to ry  o f the Republican 
P a rty  in the 1942 elections in th is  
cou n try  shows th a t w'hen a p ro ­
gram  to  im prove conditions o f the 
people by re fo rm in g  cap ita lism  
fa ils , a sw ing aw ay fro m  the ad­
m in is tra tio n  sponsoring such a 
program  is inev itab le . A l l  o f 
Roosevelt’s p o lit ic a l tr ic k s  could 
not p reven t la rge  sections o f the 
m iddle class fro m  vo tin g  fo r  the  
Republican P a rty  and la rge  sec­
tions o f the w o rk in g  class fro m  
absta in ing  fro m  v o tin g  a lto ge th ­
er.

In  the absence o f a revo lu tion ­
a ry  p a r ty  the fa ilu re  o f a re fo r ­
m is t p a r ty  can lead o n ly  to  reac­
tion . B u t the ve ry  fa c t th a t a re ­
fo rm is t p a r ty  is in  power pe rm its  
a ve ry  rap id  g ro w th  o f a revo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a rty . The A u s tra lia n  
T ro tsky is ts , fo llo w in g  correct tac ­
tics, m ay eas ily  develop in to  a 
la rge and p o w e rfu l p a rty . They 
w ill undoubtedly recognize th a t 
a Labor P a r ty  in power m ust be 
approached d iffe re n t ly  fro m  a 
c a p ita lis t p a r ty  in  power. The 
mere fa c t th a t the la bo ring  mass­
es expect the  Labor P a rty  to  f u l ­
f i l l  a ce rta in  p rogram  in  th e ir  in ­
terests makes a d iffe re n t ap­
proach to  th a t p a r ty  m andatory. 
The essence o f th a t approach lies 
in  the insistence o f the re vo lu tio n ­
a ry  M a rx is ts  fo r  the fu lf il lm e n t 
o f th a t p rogram .

The T ro ts k y is ts  o f A u s tra lia  
m ust say to  the Labor P a r ty : 
“ You now have a m a jo r ity  in  P a r­
liam ent. Take the industries and 
land aw ay fro m  the cap ita lis ts  
and proceed, to  la y  the founda­
tions o f the socia lis t order.”  F o r 
the present the A u s tra lia n  masses 
m ust lie m o lib ilized  fo r  the p u r­
pose o f exe rting  pressure on the 
Labo r P a rty  representatives. 
F a ilu re  o f the Labor P a r ty  to  
y ie ld  to  the  pressure o f the mass­
es can on ly  mean the revo lu tion ­
iz in g  o f the masses and a, conse­
quent s treng thc riing  o f the revo­
lu tio n a ry  p a rty .
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Events In Italy And 
The Future Of Europe

Four Years O f  
The World W ar
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of the British empire are numbered but that his­
tory is already pronouncing the death sentence 
on the system of imperialism itself.

We Trotskyists have predicted on more than one 
occasion that while the rulers started this war 
the masses w ill end it. Just a few weeks ago, one 
of the chief engineers of the imperialist conflict was 
tossed on the junk heap of history. Mussolini was 
powerful enough to dragoon the unwilling Italian 

.people into the Second World War. He was not 
powerful enough, however, to make them fight 
for the Italian capitalists. The great revolt of the 
Italian workers and soldiers is one of the colossal 
events to come out of this war. The smashing of 
the hated fascist regime and the repercussions of 
Ita ly ’s revolt throughout Europe demonstrate again 
that the socialist revolution is on the order of the 
day. We live in the period not only of capitalist 
wars but of liberating revolutions.

Today, after four years of war, the imperialists 
are still powerful. They are still dictating the des­
tinies of mankind. They are still mobilizing m il­
lions upon millions of people and herding them 
onto the battlefields of the world. They have been 
eminently successful in turning this world into a 
veritable hell of destruction, of horror, of brutality, 
o f starvation, of death. And amidst all this stands 
the mightiest capitalism in history: United States 
capitalism. American Big Business is fighting for 
hegemony over the whole world. Its program calls 
for putting all of Europe on the dole and convert­
ing its peoples into serfs of Wall Street. It is plan­
ning to supplant the British empire as the great 
exploiter of the colonial masses. It is scheming to 
make W all Street the center to which all the plun­
der and tribute of the world w ill flow.

And what is going to be the cost of this grandiose 
scheme? f low many millions of people w ill have 
to go to their doom, how many w ill be left home­
less, how many must starve, how much wealth must 
be destroyed and how long w ill this war have to 
continue before this new beneficent world order of 
W all Street can come into being? Nobody knows. 
But Knox, Secretary of the Navy, has blurted out 
in an unguarded moment that the U. S. and Britain 
w ill have to police the world for the next 100 years. 
By then Knox and his friends feel that it w ill be 
safe'.

In an effort to crush all resistance and to stabil­
ize their regime, H itler and his Gestapo have been 
engaged in the last’ four years in murdering m il­
lions of workers and anti-fascists. But H itler and' 
the Gestapo have failed as the most recent revolt 
in Denmark shows. Now U. S. capitalism is poised 
to take over H itle r’s hangman work, to stamp out 
the rising working class revolution. I t  can be safe­
ly  predicted that American capitalism w ill meet 
the same resistance and w ill fa il as miserably as 
H itler.

Though the capitalist masters are still strong as 
we enter the fifth  year of the Second W orld War, 
the contradictions of capitalism are growing even 
stronger, more harassing and acute every day. The 
plight of the peoples is growing more desperate. 
The revolt of the Italian masses clearly points the 
road that the European working classes are going 
to take. The horizon is already beginning to gleam 
red, not only in Europe but in the East as well. 
We already hear the premonitory mutterings that 
give warning of the coming storm. As the great 
Norwegian poet, Bjornsen, wrote: “ The whispering 
that is going through the cornfields w ill soon be­
come a storm in the treetops.’’

The capitalist masters, stunned in 1917 by the 
Bolshevik revolution, hastily ended the war the 
following year, when the German workers and sol­

diers raised the red banner. I t  was the workers' 
revolution that finally put an end to the four-year 
slaughter. The events of the Second World War, 
which have already precipitated the revolt of the 
Italian masses, give warning that out of this war 
w ill issue the next cycle of workers’ revolutions 
which w ill wipe capitalism, as well as its wars, o ff 
the surface of the earth.

Congress
Reconvenes

The Seventy-eighth Congress is scheduled to re­
convene September 14. Its actions w ill serve quick­
ly  and decisively to refute the false and treacher­
ous line of the CIO Political Action Committee 
headed by Sidney Hillman. The workers w ill re­
ceive more hard blows from Congress despite H ill­
man’s crusade to make the corporation-dominated 
legislators halt their anti-labor campaign. But H ill­
man has succeeded in retarding the development 
of an independent labor party and that was his 
main objective.

During its first six months in session the pres­
ent Congress consistently protected the war prof­
iteers and attacked the unions. Democrats and Re­
publicans alike refused to establish effective price 
controls, but they gave fu ll support to Roosevelt’s 
wage-freezing policy. They repealed the $25,000 
salary lim itation and voted a 75% tax grab which 
netted millions to those in the high income brackets. 
In the same period they imposed the heavy 20%, 
w'age tax on the workers and enacted the vicious 
Smith-Connally anti-strike law.

The raw' deal from Congress, together with 
Roosevelt's anti-labor actions, caused a heavy wave 
of resentment to sweep through the working class. 
This indignation found expression in the growing 
movement for a labor party among the trade union 
workers in the great industrial states of Michigan 
and New Jersey. A big m ajority of the delegates to 
the Michigan CIO convention in July voted for the 
formation of an independent labor party based on 
the unions.

The official leaders of the CIO became so alarmed 
at this rank and file demand for independent 
working class political action that they hurriedly 
set up their so-called Political Action Committee 
to head it off. This committee was deliberately de­
signed to k£ep the workers shackled to Roosevelt's 
rotten Democratic Party.

Now the trade unions face the prospect of a re­
newed assault from Congress, including the strong 
probability of a campaign against existing labor 
legislation such as the Wagner Act and the Wage 
and Hour Law. This is what Big Business has told 
Congress it wants next.

The workers cannot place their confidence in 
'capitalist politicians of any stripe. The trade 
unions must take the lead in organizing ail in­
dependent labor party, based on the unions and 
controlled by the unions.

Police Agents 
In The Unions

The top officials of the CIO and AFL have ac­
cepted the traitorous police role against the work­
ers assigned to them in President Roosevelt’s sanc­
tions order of August 16. This fact is clearly es­
tablished by the continued presence of the union 
officials on the War Labor Board and by their 
failure even to comment on the anti-union execu­
tive order.

The CIO News has been silent on the question 
for two consecutive issues since Roosevelt author­
ized the WLB to impose sanctions against the 
unions. The AFL News Service of August 24 car­
ried only a routine news report on the executive 
order, written as though the top AFL officials were 
mere spectator's disinterestedly watching Roose­
velt hack aw'ay at the unions. Neither Philip M ur­
ray nor W illiam  Green have as yet said anything 
on the subject. Obviously the union heads are hard 
put to find an alibi for the President.

The Sept. 1 issue of the United Mine Workers 
Journal condemns the sanctions order through 
which Roosevelt has further extended the anti­
union campaign. After the enactment of the Smith- 
Connally law, the Journal states, "nobody knew 
what the law would amount to until the President, 
by executive order, gave it its actual form and func­
tion. That order is now on the books. I t  goes to 
the very lim it of the law  —  i f  not beyond it.”  
The officials of the CIO and A FL know this too, 
but these misleaders of labor do not w'ant to tell 
the workers even this much of the tru th ; they still 
want to uphold Roosevelt as a “ friend of labor.”

Murray and Green tremble at the very thought 
of independent class, action in defense of the work­
ers’ rights. Their policy is one of complete de­
pendence on Roosevelt. And the heavier the pres­
sure of the workers upon them the more desper­
ately they cling to the President’s coat-tails. In­
stead of supporting the workers’ demands for wage 
increases to meet the rising cost of living, they 
have whimpered and whined for government ac­
tion to roll back prices. But prices have not been 
rolled back, nor have they been kept from rising 
still higher. Nevertheless, Murray, Green and Co. 
are now ready to support Roosevelt’s attempt by 
police measures to enforce the wage freeze.

For a long time the top union officials have 
been covering up for the government strikebreak­
ers. Now Roosevelt is pushing them more and more 
into the role of outright police agents against the 
workers. I t  is high time to call a halt to this be­
trayal. Force the labor traitors o ff the War Labor 
Board. Take back the right of the rank and file 
to decide union policy»

The fo llo w in g  e d ito r ia l com m ent on the Ita lia n  
qrisis is rep rin ted  fro m  the A ug us t issue o f the 
B r it is h  Socia lis t Appea l, organ o f the W orkers 
In te rn a tio n a l League:

In  1918, I ta ly  emerged fro m  the w a r as a “ v ic ­
to r ”  na tion . W eak in  economic s truc tu re , shat­
tered by the yeaus o f w a r, faced by m illio ns  o f 
peasants who were dem anding the  land, and m il­
lions o f w orkers who were seeking some com­
pensation fo r  the death and s u ffe r in g  which the 
w a r had b rough t to them, Ita lia n  ca p ita lis t demo­
cracy was forced to  tu rn  to the path o f Fascist 
po litics  and the massacre o f the m il ita n t  w orkers 
and peasants.

How then w il l  i t  be possible to  organize a new 
“ lib e ra l”  ca p ita lis t democracy when I ta ly  emerges 
from  th is  w ar defeated and com plete ly ruined? 
A new flo w e rin g  o f democracy is im possible in 
I ta ly  w h ils t the ca p ita lis t system rem ains the 
economic mode. Even re s tin g  on the bayonets o f 
A ng lo -A m erican  im peria lism , i t  w i l l  be impossible 
fo r  a defeated cap ita lism  to  solve the economic 
and cu ltu ra l needs o f the Ita lia n  people.

A  tem po ra ry  sham democracy m ust soon give 
rise to m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the Franco char­
acter.

Socialism O r Barbarism
B u t I ta ly  is on ly  the beg inn ing o f the d ilem ­

ma in Europe: fo rw a rd  to  socialism  and a new 
cu ltu re , o r the continuance o f cap ita lism  and a 
barbaric  reg im e o f m il ita ry  occupation and the 
destruction o f cu ltu re . These are the a lte rna ­
tives.

The w a r to end fascism  is a sham and a t r ic k  
w h ils t the power rem ains in  the hands o f the 
ca p ita lis t class. Socialists who accept the capi­
ta lis t program  are treacherously stabbing the 
European w orkers in  the back.

“ Im pe ria lism ,”  w ro te  Lenin, in  1914, “ has 
placed the fa te  o f European cu ltu re  a t stake.

A f te r  th is  w a r, i f  a series o f successful revo lu ­
tions do no t occur, m ore wars w i l l  fo llo w  —  the 
fa ir y  ta le  o f a ‘w a r to  end a ll w a rs ’ is  a ho llow  
and pernicious fa ir y  ta le .”

The new stage o f im p e ria lis t antagonism s pose 
the question o f Europe’s cu ltu re  more im perious­
ly  than in 1914. The collapse o f M usso lin i has 
begun a “ series o f revo lu tions”  in  Europe.

A ga in s t the p rogram  o f m il ita ry  occupation, 
the pro tection o f cap ita lism  and the m aintenance 
o f p e tty  reac tionary  cap ita lism  states, W orkers 
In te rn a tio n a l League and the F ourth  In te rn a ­
tion a l proc la im  the fra te rn iz a tio n  o f the A llie d  
troops w ith  the European people, the jo in t  ex­
p ro p ria tion  o f the land and fac to ries  by the 
workers and peasants and the in tro du c tion  o f a 
w orkers ’ democracy th rough  the U n ited  Socia list 
States o f Europe.

W orking Class Program  For Europe
Shame upon these so-called socia lists and com­

m unists, who, w h ils t the Ita lia n  w orkers  seek 
salvation by revo lu tion , continue to support the 
p rogram  o f the self-same C hurch ill who welcomed 
M usso lin i’s d ic ta to rsh ip  aga inst the I ta lia n  w o rk ­
ers not so m any years ago.

Now i t  is tim e  fo r  labor to  l i f t  its  voice to  
the I ta lia n , German and European w orkers and 
give them in sp ira tion  in the s trugg le  to  destroy 
the basis o f fascism and a ll o ther fo rm s o f cap i­
ta lis t reaction. But tha t can be done on ly  i f  a 
genuine s trugg le  fo r  power is conducted by the 
B rit is h  workers.

End the coa lition  w ith  the ca p ita lis t class! N o t 
a m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip  and “ A ll ie d ”  Q uislings on 
the necks o f the European popu la tion ! B u t the 
overth row  o f cap ita lism  and the establishm ent 
o f the fra te rn a l co llabora tion o f a ll peoples 
through the U n ited  Socia lis t States o f Europe!

T h is  is the p rogram  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n ­
a l! Tom orrow  i t  w ill be the program  o f the E u ro ­
pean and w orld  w o rk in g  class!

Employers Exert Pressure 
To Halt War Fraud Probes

(Continued from  page 1)

no t bo ther to t r y  to exp la in. I t  is 
impressed— and apparen tly  un­
favo ra b ly— to  find th a t one e f­
fec t o f the inves tiga tion  was 
“ s tr ic te s t adherence to  blue­
p rin ts ,”  a s itua tion  th a t had 
ev iden tly  not obtained previously. 
Such adherence to b lueprin ts  
seems to w o rry  the T im es more 
than the fac t th a t the corpora tion 
was w illin g  to endanger the lives 
o f the a ir  forces in  order to  in ­
crease th e ir  p ro fits .

“ The slowdown,”  says the 
Times, “ is estim ated to have cost 
the A rm y  and N avy the equivalent 
o f 10,000 a irp lane m otors, count­
in g  the d irec t resu lt o f Lockland 
and its  inc identa l e ffec t on o ther 
p lan ts o f th is  and o ther com­
panies.”

The m ora l which the T im es is 
t ry in g  to draw  is th a t investiga ­
tions o f ca p ita lis t frauds and 
crim es do' more harm  than good. 
I f  the Com m ittee had no t in ­
vestigated, w hy the w ar program  
would be 10,000 motors ahead o f 
where i t  is  today. Is n ’t  tha t a 
more im p o rtan t consideration 
than the charge th a t the corpora­
tion  endangered the lives o f 
Am erican soldiers— a charge in to  
the “ m erits  o r dem erits”  o f which 
the Tim es w ise ly declines to  go?

“ O TH E R  C O M P A N IE S "

W hile  thus w h itew ash ing the 
ro le o f C u rtiss -W rig h t, the Tim es 
ind iscree tly  th row s some g la r in g  
ig h t on “ o ther companies.”  “ Lead­
in g  in d u s tria lis ts  and production 
experts the coun try  over are care­

fu l ly  w a tch ing  the case . . . ”  a 
T im es’ s to ry  reports  on Sept. 2. 
“ The extent to  which other com­
panies and o ther p lan ts  o f the 
C u rtis s -W rig h t group have been 
affected by w ha t happened at 
Lockland is d if f ic u lt  to estim ate. 
M any o ther concerns, are said to 
be w o rry in g  however, les t they 
run in to  s im ila r s itua tions. . .”

B u t w hy should they be w o rry ­
ing  i f  they aren’t g u ilty  o f the 
same kind o f c rim in a l practices 
th a t were carried  on by C urtiss- 
W rig h t?  T h e ir apprehension is 
good reason to  believe th a t the 
T rum an Com m ittee investiga tions 
have on ly  touched the very  
surface o f the B ig  Business 
production crim es in  th is  war.

CAU SES OF S LU M P

One reason fo r  the production 
decline a t Lockland was un­
doubtedly the co rpora tion ’s fea r 
th a t i t  w ould get in to  real 
troub le  i f  i t  continued as usual 
a f te r  the s to ry  o f its  practices 
had been made public. F o r the 
tim e  being, a t least, they have 
to be care fu l. Defective m a te ria l 
m ust be pu t aside, inspection 
procedure im proved; as a  resu lt 
production fa lls .

B u t why 85%? We cannot say 
w ith  ce rta in ty , bu t we would be 
ju s tified  in  suspecting th a t one 
reason is th a t the corpora tion, 
like  the T imes, wants to put pres­
sure on the T rum an Com m ittee 
and o ther agencies to  “ lay  o f f . ”

The same th in g  happened las t 
sp ring  when the Com m ittee 
showed th a t Carnegie - I llin o is , 
subsid iary o f U. S. Steel Corpora­

tion , had fa ls ified  its  tes t records 
in  o rder to  hide the fa c t th a t i t  
was de live ring  defective w a r
m ate ria l to  the governm ent. A t  
th a t tim e  the press reported a 
thi'eatened 35% decline in  na tion ­
wide production o f steel plate.
S ho rtly  the re a fte r, when the W ar 
P roduction Board had issued a 
statem ent w h itew ash ing  U . S 
Steel and when i t  became clear
th a t governm ent agencies were
no t go ing to be “ too s tr ic t .”  
production rose again. 

TRJUM AN’S C O M M E N T

Senator T rum an  was in d ig na n t 
about the T im es’ stories la s t week 
“ The facts are,”  he said, “ th a t 
they [C u rt is s -W rig h t] were tu m  
in g  out phony engines and I  have 
no doubt a lo t  o f k ids in  tra in  
in g  planes have been k ille d  as a 
resu lt. The Com m ittee was con­
servative in its  repo rt, in  order to 
prevent too much a la rm  over the 
s itua tion . . .”  He linked the Tim es 
stories w ith  “ the adve rtis ing  
C u rtis s -W rig h t has been doing 
w ith  the N. Y. T im es and else­
where.”

But th is  exp lanation is over­
sim plified. The N . Y . T im es would 
undoubtedly have prin ted  its  
smear stories even i f  the corpora­
tion  wasn’t an advertiser. I t  is 
a paper whole-hearted ly devoted 
to the ca p ita lis t system and its  
In terests. I t  knows how much 

the fraud revelations have done 
to expose the greed o f B ig  Busi 
ness and its  pretended pa trio tism  
N ot advertis ing , but class-con­
sciousness and se lf-in te rest ex­
pla in  the T im es’ stories.

Why Not Confront Them 
With the War Profiteers?

In  N ew ark, N . J., M a jo r Lepper, A rea  D ire c to r o f 
the W ar M anpower Commission, staged a show t r ia l  
fo r  the press la s t week. F o u r sh ipyard  w orkers, who 
had been fire d  by the Bethlehem  Steel C o rpora tion  
and were requesting certifica tes o f a v a ila b ility  to  ge t 
o ther jobs, were confronted by three wounded soldiers. 
The M a jo r inc ited the soldiers to  condemn s trikes  and 
to make a n ti- la b o r rem arks. The men in  u n ifo rm  “ la ­
te r  confessed th a t they were unaware o f the na tu re  
o f th e ir  t r ip  fro m  a near-by hosp ita l.”

Instead o f fou r v ic tim ized  w orkers the  people who 
should have been placed on t r ia l  before the wounded 
veterans were the Bethlehem m agnates and o ther p ro f­
iteers who have already coined tens o f b illions  out 
o f th is  war. A t  th e ir  head should be a rra igned the 
stockholders and o ffic ia ls  o f U . S. Steel, C u rtiss - 
W rig h t, Anaconda W ire  and Cable, and a ll the other 
m onopolists who have been caught red-handed se lling  
defective a rm or-p la te , substandard w ire , defective a ir ­
plane engines and o ther ro tten  w a r m ate ria ls  to  the 
governm ent. These p ro fit-g reedy  cap ita lis ts  are d i­
re c tly  responsible fo r  causing the deaths o f m any 
men in the arm ed forces and im p e rilin g  the lives o f 
m a ritim e  w orkers.

B u t th is  em ployer-dom inated ad m in is tra tio n  pre­
fe rs  to hound and harass w orkers  ra th e r than punish 
pow erfu l pro fiteers fo r  th e ir  crimes.

What Stalin Is Promising 
To German Capitalists

German cap ita lis ts  and the P russian Junkers have 
no th ing to fea r from  the K rem lin . S ta lin  is m aking it  
qu ite  c lear to  them th a t he does not w ant a Soviet 
Germ any and th a t he w ill do h is u tm ost to  preserve 
the German a rm y in tac t.

These pledges are being rea ffirm ed three tim es a 
day in broadcasts beamed to  G erm any and th rou gh  
loud speakers a ll a long the f ro n t  by the “ Free Ger­
m any”  rad io  s ta tion  in the name o f the “ Free Ger­
m any”  movement launched in Moscow in Ju ly .

Here is an e x tra c t fro m  one o f the speeches as 
recorded by the U n ited  States Broadcast In te lligence 
Service: “ We m ust a ve rt a t a ll costs any rep e titio n  
o f the events o f 1918. We m ust avoid a ll anarchy 
and undiscip lined behavior.”  (N . Y. T im es, Sept. 5.) 
S ta lin  uses the same language as C h u rch ill and Roose­
ve lt in  re fe rr in g  to the revo lu tion  as "a na rch y ”  be­
cause he, too, seeks to ave rt the ove rth row  o f H it le r  
by the re v o lu tio n a ry  masses as the K a ise r was over­
th row n  in  1918.

The K rem lin  wants H it le r  removed by the German 
cap ita lis ts  and the a rm y tops before the  masses them ­
selves begin to  move. T h a t is w hy “ Free G erm any”  
rad io  warns th a t:  “ there is danger the armed forces 
m ig h t s im p ly  break up, and th a t would be the end 
o f any chance o f ah o rde rly  m arch back. We a ll know 
w hat th a t would mean.”  E very  word here bespeaks 
the K re m lin ’s own fea r o f the revo lu tion . S tk lin  dreads 
th a t once the German masses rise, he w il l  be im po­
ten t to check them. And th is  would mean h is own 
dow n fa ll.

No words are m inced when i t  comes to  the  need 
o f p reserv ing the German a rm y :

“ We are opposed to  fom en ting  dem ora liza tion  in  
the W ehrm acht. We do no t in tend to  in c ite  the  sol­
d iers to  abandon th e ir  arm s and re tre a t in  d isorder.”

The German arm y, insists S ta lin  th rou gh  the 
spokesmen fo r  the “ Free G erm any”  Com m ittee, is a 
“ valuable in s tru m en t w h ich m ust be preserved a t any 
cost and in  fu l l . ”

B y its  blows the Red A rm y  is crack ing the  m ora le 
ol the German soldiers. M eanw hile S ta lin  is  busy 
supp ly ing  the Prussian Junkers w ith  argum ents to  
prop up and m a in ta in  th e ir  d iscip line.

Big Business Breaks All 
Records for War Profits

B ig  Business made m ore p ro fits  a f te r  taxes in
1942 than i t  d id in  1929. B u t i t  now is ce rta in  th a t
1943 w il l  go down as the year in  w h ich the  corpora­
tions made the highest p ro fits  in  the h is to ry  o f th is  
coun try . F or, as the D epartm ent o f Commerce re ­
ported on Sept. 4, corpora te p ro fits  were 14% h igher, 
a fte r  taxes and o ther deductions, d u rin g  the f ir s t  s ix  
months o f th is  year than d u rin g  the same period in  
1942.

M any o f the im p o rta n t in d u s tr ia l and m an u fac tu r­
ing  groups enjoyed an even g re a te r rise  in  p ro fits  
du rin g  th is  period. A ccord ing to  the D epa rtm en t o f 
Commerce re p o rt:

“ N e t income a fte r  taxes o f the ra ilroads  increased 
by 71% fo r  the f irs t h a lf o f th is  yea r.”  These are 
the same ra ilroads which have w ith  governm ent aid 
been denying wage increases to  compensate th e ir  em­
ployes fo r  the r is in g  cost o f liv in g .

“ O f the m an u fac tu ring  sub-groups, the sharpest in ­
crease fo r  the f i r s t  h a lf o f th is  yea r occurred in  the 
autom obile group. P ro fits  before taxes increased by 
43%, w h ile  p ro fits  a fte r  taxes showed a 17% rise . .

I t  is figures such as these w h ich  provide the key 
to the d rastic  drop in W a ll S tree t stocks in  the pe r­
iod fo llo w in g  the do w n fa ll o f M usso lin i. The E x ­
change, organ o f the New Y o rk  Stock Exchange, a t ­
tem pted th is  week to  exp la in  aw ay th is  slum p in  
stocks by a t t r ib u t in g  i t  to  the m a rke t’s “ p ractice  o f 
ju m p in g  suddenly w hateve r the news, provided i t  is 
unexpected.”  The t ru th  is th a t the  stocks took  a 
nosedive a fte r  M usso lin i’s fa l l  because W a ll S tree t’s 
fe a r th a t the huge f lo w  o f w a r p ro fits  m ig h t be d is­
continued in  the near fu tu re .

A  typ ica l example is the case o f A m erican Locomo­
tive . T h is  com pany’s p r o f i t *  were five tim es 
g rea te r in  1942 than its  peacetime average, and its  
reported p ro fits  fo r  the f irs t  h a lf  o f 1943 were a l­
m ost tw ice  as great as fo r  a ll o f 1942! I ts  stocks fe ll 
17.6% d u rin g  the three weeks a fte r  M usso lin i was 
removed. The prospect o f peace comes under the cate­
gory o f bad news fo r  the w a r pro fiteers.


