
SWP Statement on Dissolution of Comintern
The Third International 
Is Dead—Long Live The 
Fourth International !

(The following statement was issued on M ay 25 by the 
National Committee of the Socialist Workers Party)

In dissolving the Communist International, the treacher­
ous Stalin clique has provided official recognition of the fact 
that the Comintern has long been dead as a revolutionary in­
ternational. Its place has been taken by Trotsky’s Fourth 
International, which lives and fights and which nobody can 
dissolve.

The degeneration of the Comintern began in 1924, after 
Lenin's death. The degeneration was caused by the isolation 
of the first workers' state in capitalist encirclement and the 
rise in the Soviet Union of a privileged bureaucracy, product 
of the economic and cultural backwardness of the agrarian 
country inherited from the Czars. The bureaucracy was a 
fusion of the conservative wing of the Bolshevik Party and 
millions of state functionaries retained from the former Czar- 
ist and capitalist apparatus. The bureaucracy took advantage 
of the exhaustion of the masses after the civil war and was 
able to seize control of the party, the unions and, the state 
and to transform them into totalitarian instruments of the 
privileged caste. This process of degeneration could have been 
halted and turned back by victories of the proletarian revo­
lution in advanced countries, but the Soviet bureaucracy in 
turn became the principal cause of the uninterrupted series 
of defeats sustained under its leadership by the workers of the 
world.

The Sov iet bureaucracy consolidated its power under the 
banner of Stalin’s reactionary and Utopian theory, first pro­
mulgated in October 1924, of building “ socialism in one coun­
try ’’ as against the Lenin-Trotsky program of international 
revolution: Events since then have fu lly  demonstrated that 
“ socialism in one country” means in reality socialism in no 
country. Instead of fighting for the extension of the October 
revolution to other countries, the Communist parties were de­
formed into puppets of Stalin's reactionary foreign policy. 
Instead o f the World Congresses of the Comintern under Lenin 
and Trotsky (the first four Congresses, 1919-1922), the Soviet 
bureaucracy has held one Congress (1924) to seize control 
of the Comintern machinery; another (1928) to secure formal 
endorsement for (he already accomplished expulsion, exile and 
imprisonment of the Left Opposition and to transfer the Com­
intern machinery into the hands of the Stalin clique at the top 
of the bureaucracy; and a final Congress (193?) to record the 
conversion of the Comintern to chauvinist support of any 
capitalist government allied with Stalin. Having thus sold 
the services of the Comintern to his capitalist “ allies,”  Stalin 
could scarcely be expected to show any more compunction in 
sim ilarly selling them its formal dissolution.

In 1933, m proclaiming the hecessity for the Fourth Inter­
national we, and our co-thinkers throughout the world, de­
clared that the Comintern was dead as a revolutionary body, 
by which we .meant that there could be no longer any hope 
of halting its degeneration and turning it back to its revolu­
tionary origins. Like the Second International which preceded 
it, the Third  International had become too ossified to permit 
of regeneration. This conclusion was rendered inescapable 
when the Stabilized Communist Party of Germany, with 
600,000 members and sty m illion followers, capitulated to 
H itler fascism without a fight.

Stalin's monstrous crime in Germany climaxed other 
catastrophes which this organizer of defeats had perpetrated 
upon the international working class — by his collaboration 
with the British trade union bureaucrats which facilitated 
their betrayal of the General Strike of 1926, his collaboration 
with Chiang Kai-shek which enabled the Chinese bourgeoisie 
to crush the Chinese revolution (I9?5-1927), etc.

Since 1933 we have seen the most deliberate betrayals of 
the workers by Stalin's Comintern, first in the service of the.

TH E  MILITANT
I PUBLISHED IN THE INTERESTS OF THE WORKING PEOPLE

VOL. V I I— No. 22 NEW  YORK, N. Y „ SATURDAY, M AY 29, 1943 PRICE (5) CENTS

WORKERS IN MASS ACTION 
AGAINST WLB RUN-AROUND

(•)

(Continued on page 2)

New Jersey Unions Take Big 
Steps Toward Labor Party

Steps towards the creation of 
an independent labor party in 
New Jersey were taken this 
week at the seventh annual con­
vention of the'American Labor 
League held in Trenton, attend­
ed by 300 delegates, represent­
ing about 40 local unions and 
approximately 300,000 CIO 
and A F L  workers.

W hile  the convention did not 
organize a full-fledged po litica l 
p a rty , i t  did take three measures 
in  th a t d irection . (1) The C ha ir­
man of the League. Carl Holder- 
man was empowered to  fo rm  
a com m ittee of 12 to conduct an 
organ iz ing  campaign in  the six- 
most. h igh ly  indus tria lized  coun­
ties in the state. (2) Three county 
organizations are to so lic it im li 
v jdua l memberships in the League 
and call a state-wide convention 
as soon as 50.000 membership 
cards are obtained. (3> An in ­
crease in the per cap ita  tax on 
the League membership was toted 
to provide necessary tn::"'s.

The need fo r an independent la 
bor p a rty  was c learly  expressed 
by delegate Steve Remsen o f the 
U A W  who said. "W ha t else can 
we dp fo r our people, t lie w o rk­
ers? We can’t  s tr ik e  any more 
because of ■ our no-strike pledge. 
W e can’t get wage increases be­
cause of. t.Up. W ar Labor ,13uard

and Byrnes. The on ly th in g  left 
fo r us is independent, po litica l ac­
tio n .'’

S T A L IN IS T  O B S TR U C TIO N
The o ffic ia l leadership of the 

League in a lliance w ith  the S ta lin ­
ists did th e ir best to obstruct the 
fo rm ation  of a labor party. ' Before 
the convention the S ta lin ists, 
whose main s treng th  is in  the 
Newark area in  the United Elec­
tr ica l, Radio and Machine W ork ­
ers locals, campaigned active ly  lo 
send delegates to the convention 
instructed to vote against the fo r­
m ation of a labor party .

I t  was the pressure o f the rank- 
and-file  delegates from  Ship­
yard locals 1 and 16, the dyers un­
ion. the auto locals, the Camden 
tex tile  w orkers and the re ta il 
clerks that prevented the leader­
ship from  m aking the convention 
no more than an ineffective two- 
day ta lk in g  spree fo r Roosevelt.

The delegates were warned o- 
gainst. any blanket endorsement 
of Roosevelt by Samuel Colton, 
state executive secretary of the 
League, who said, "B y  1941. it 
may be dangerous to go to labor 
and say, ‘Support President Roos­
evelt.' T ile  Chrysler s trikes and 
the rubber s trikes in A kron are 
an ti-adm in is tra tion  strikes. We 
w ant an independent labor party  
so tha t we can tel! the President 
tha t he w on 't have labo r’s support 
in  19-11 under any and a ll c ir ­
cumstances.”

How Strike of 
Detroit UAW 
Workers Began

DETRO IT, May 24. —  The 
rank and file walkout began at 
the Jefferson and Kercheval 
plants of Chrysler Corp. at 10 
A. M. Thursday, May 20 when 
8,500 workers walked out and 
formed a procession which 
wound around the buildings un­
der a placard: “ United We 
Stand.”  There was no further 
picketing after this demonstra­
tion. There was no need for it 
since sentiment was overwhelm­
ing against going to work until 
the grievances were settled.

The walkout im m ediate ly spread 
to the Dodge M ain Plant con ta in­
ing  over 12,000 workers and to 
the sm aller Dodge Lynch Road 
plant. Next, 3,600 un ion is ts  closed 
the Kelsey-Hayes bu ild ings. 2.500 
workers then shut the de Soto 
Bomber p lant. In  add ition  to these 
the sm all Ray-Day fac to ry  staged 
a w a lkout. (The Dodge T ruck 
Plant, con ta in ing  4,000 men was 
forced to . close on Saturday be­
cause o f lack of parts.)

In  a ll the plants it  was the same 
story of fa ilu re  to settle g rie ­
vances. T h is  is p a rtic u la r ly  true 
of the C hrysler and Dodge Plants. 
(See in te rv ie w  w ith  a Chrysler 
un ion o ffic ia l which appears in 
th is  issue on page 4.]

Then there was ever present the 
question of prom otions, demotions 
and departm ental transfe rs in  ac­
cordance w ith  sen io rity  rules. Men 
and women “ were taken from  the 
streets" fo r the hotter paying jobs 
whereas the old tim ers w it l i long 
sen io rity  records were not up­
graded despite previous promises 
from  tlie? Chrysler and Dodge man­
agements. It was just such an in ­
cident that touched o ff the spark 
in  the Dodge plant.

About seven weeks ago Dodge 
opened up Departm ent 229. the 
Sound Detector and Searchlight 
sections o f the Radio Department. 
An agreement was made w ith  the 
management that they would h ire  
300 workers to get tlie  department 
started and a fte r tha t they would 
transfe r workers from  other de­
partm ents to take the better paying 
positions. Fourteen additiona l 
workers were taken o ff the street 
and the managem ent refused to 
substitu te  older employees fo r 
these new people.

T h is  dispute was rag ing when 
six add itiona l g ir ls  were hired by 
the company at the rate of $1.12 
an hour w h ile  g ir ls  w ith  a long 
sen io rity  record were receiving 
from  93 to 97 cents per hour. Th is 
s traw  broke the camel’s back and 
Die Dodge workers acted w ith  
th e ir  feet. The deliberate provoca­
tions of the company was too 
much fo r the workers.

As V incen t K le in , F inanc ia l 
Secretary o f C h rys le r Local 7, ex­
plained, the answer to  a ll the 
grievances was a f la t— N o! The 
company people would s it around 
in conference and g r in . “ Suppose 
we say no. w hat are you go ing 
to do about i l?  You can’t  s tr ik e !”

The Chrysler tnoguls are not the 
on ly  ones who are ba itin g  the 
men. T h is  is likew ise Die studied 
po licy of H enry Ford. To stay a

Life Today In  
The Mining Towns

w a lkou t of the men in the Ford 
H igh land Park plan Ben G arrison, 
President of Ford Local 1400. and 
other local un ion o ffic ia ls  staged 
a, 23 hour sit down In the office of 
Fred C lark, d irec to r of labor 
relations, u n t il the la tte r agreed 
to dicuss thy men’s grievances.

p o rta n t center, bu t th is  is a ll too 
rare.

The roads are poor and i t  is no t 
easy to  ge t around. The m in e r’s 
kids have to tra ve l a considerable 
distance to ge t to  school. They 
don’t  have a chance to  go fa r  in 
school as a ru le— they are tau gh t 
to read and w r ite  and salute the 
fla g , and they go to w o rk  a t an 
e a rly  age. ,

C A U S E  OF T H E  CR ISIS

The m ine r produced m ore coal 
la s t yea r than  ever before,

(Continued on page 2)

By George Breitman

PITTSBURGH, PA., May 24— There are more than a half 
million coal miners in this country, but the great m ajority of 
city workers have little  idea o f the kind of life they live. Yet 
it takes only a short stay in the mining areas of Western Penn­
sylvania to get an approximate picture of their living conditions 
and to realize that their work is the hardest, most dangerous and, 
considering all aspects, the most underpaid of any important 
industry.

The typ ica l m iner in th is  area i>-------------------------------------------------  -
is no t a young m an o r a new­
comer to his w ork. He has worked 
in the m ines since his you th. The 
age level is h ighe r than before 
the w a r because so many m iners 
have been d ra fted , probably a 
h ighe r percentage than in in ­
du s try  gene ra lly ; v e ry  few  
m iners even ask fo r  deferm ent.
I t  is h ighe r also because a con­
siderable num ber o f the you th  in  
the m in ing  areas have gone 
elsewhere, in to  h ighe r-pay ing  and 
fa r  sa fe r fa c to ry  w ork .

DAN G E R O U S  W O R K

Coal m in in g  is a no rm a lly  
hazardous occupation. W ith  the 
beginning o f the w a r program , 
and w ith  the greedy coal 
operators seeing the o p p o rtu n ity  
o f a generation to  sw e ll th e ir  
p ro fits , production has been 
speeded up, the coal is no t 
allowed to  “ bleed,”  and in ­
d u s tria l accidents have increased.

In  1941, 64,000 o f the men who 
go down in to  the mines were 
k illed  o r in ju red . The num ber o f 
casualties had increased to  75,000 
by 1942, and the U n ited M ine 
W orkers estim ates th a t dead and 
in ju red  w il l  reach the to ta l of 
100.000 in  the mines th is  year.

M ine w o rk  is as unhea lthy as 
i t  is dangerous. W o rk in g  down in 
the ea rth  subjects you to colds, 
rheum atism , asthm a, the “ m iners ’ 
cough”  and a host o f o ther 
diseases. <

The m in e r’s to il is arduous, 
cram ping, hack-s tra in ing . W hen 
he comes ou t o f the m ines a t the 
end o f the w o rk  day, he is 
tho rough ly  exhausted. AVhen you 
hear him  com pla in ing  about the 
low meat ra tio n  and the meat 
shortage, i t  is no t because he has 
a special fondness fo r  m eat bu t 
because he needs i t  to  replenish 
his energy. Nowadays, he com­
plains, he finds it  hard to  do any 
w ork  a fte r  the f irs t  f ire  o r s ix  
hours.

The m in e r’s c o m m u n i t y  
genera lly  o ffe rs  a d rea ry  c u ltu ra l 
life . He sometimes ca lls h is  home 
a shack, and th a t ’s a fa ir  descrip­
tion fo r  these ba rn like  s tructures 
owned by the coal companies and 
furn ished w ith  no th ing  bu t the 
w a lls  when he moves in . There 
are p le n ty  o f beer taverns and 
churches and the general store, 
and in some places the re  is a 
movie. W here the un ion has a 
h a ll o f its  own, i t  becomes an in i-

Pioneer Publishes 
New Cannon Book

In the First five months of 
publication the sales of Leon 
Trotsky’s latest book, “ In 
Defense of Marxism”  exceed 
those of any previous Pioneer 
Publication by Trotsky, re­
ported Pioneer Publishers this 
week. Letters from all parts of 
the country indicate that this 
collection of articles and letters 
written during the last year of 
Trotsky’s life has been im­
mediately recognized as a 
Marxist classic.

Pioneer lias ju s t announced that 
“ The S truggle fo r a P ro le tarian  
P a rty ”  by James P. Cannon is 
scheduled fo r June publication. 
T h is  book is a companion volume 
to Leon T ro tsky 's  " In  Defense of 
M arxism .”  I t  completes the doc­
um entation of the h is to rica l s trug ­
g le  waged w ith in  the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  Against petty-bour­
geois revis ion ism . It. shows how 
tha t s trugg le was organized and 
elucidates the p rinc ip les of Bol- 
shevik p a rty  organ ization more 
concretely and comprehensively 
than th is  subject has ever before 
been treated.

The book includes J. P. Can­
non’s pamphlet "The S truggle fo r 
a P ro le tarian  P a r ty ; ’’ his le tte rs 
w r itte n  d u rin g  the factional s trug ­
gle; and the S. W. P. resolutions. 
The organ izationa l document of 
the petty-bourgeois opposition: 
“ The W ar and Bureaucratic Con­
serva tism ”  is prin ted as an ap­
pendix in  order to contrast then- 
princ ip les on organ ization w ith  
those of the T ro tsky is ts .

"The Struggle for a P roletarian 
P a rty ”  is approxim ate ly 300 pages. 
Clothbound copies w il l  sell for 
$2.00. paperhound $1.50. Place ad­
vance orders w ith  P ioneer Pub­
lishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  PI., N. Y.

Auto And Rubber Workers Join Miners 
In Militant Fight For Wage Increases
Workers Forced to Strike in Defense of Their Living Standards 
Slashed By Soaring Prices, Taxes, and Anti-Union Profiteers

WLB Rejects Main 
Demands of Miners
Negotiations With 
Operators Resumed 
By Miners' Union

A m id s t a spreading s trike  
wave, dii-ectcd against the W ar 
Labo r Board and its  po licy of 
“ s ta rv in g  labor,”  the board an­
nounced on M ay 25 its  decision 
in the U n ited  M ine W orkers 
case, re jec tin g  the demand o f the 
union fo r  a $2 a day wage in ­
crease. The board also denied 
a ll the o ther im p o rtan t union de­
mands, except to raise the pres­
ent $20 vacation pay allowance 
to $50 and to d irect the coal op­
erators to fu rn ish  the m iners 
w ith  sa fe ty equipm ent and w o rk ­
ing  tools. Chairm an Davis o f 
the W L B  estim ated tha t the 
e lim ina tion  o f these occupational 
charges would benefit the miners 
from  8 to 15 cents a day The 
W LB  also directed the coal oper­
ators to  resume co llective bar­
ga in ing  negotia tions w ith  the un ­
ion on t lie  issue o f po rta l to  po r­
ta l pay.

The W LB , by its  decision, has 
proved the tru th fu lness  o f the 
M ine W orkers accusation th a t i t  
:s a “ cou rt packed against la ­
bo r”  as w e ll as the correctness 
o f the U M W  leadership’s po l­
icy in the present coal cohtro- 
versy o f opposing the W LB  and 
d ispu ting  its  role as supera rb ite r 
o f the Am erican labor move­
ment.

A lthough the labor represent­
atives on the W LB  dissented 
from  the board decision in deny­
in g  the m iners the wage increase, 
they continue to . hold th e ir  
membership and by th e ir  pres­
ence and support are propp ing 
up th is  labor ha ting , corpora tion- 
dom inated body.

T hroughout the present cris is  
the coal operators have refused 
to engage in collective ba rga in ­
ing  w ith  the union. F rom  the 
f irs t  they rejected a ll the union 
d e m a n d s  and insisted on 
th ro w in g  the case in to  the W LB. 
The ca p ita lis t newspapers are 
p re d ic ting  th a t the w ay is now 
paved fo r an agreem ent g ra n t­
ing  po rta l to po rta l pay a llow ­
ance to the coal m iners. I f  in  the 
negotia tions which are lik e ly  to 
be resumed again, the coal oper­
ators do not come across and 
g ra n t the mine representatives 
a sa tis fac to ry  agreem ent a w a lk ­
out w ill he prec ip ita ted by the 
end of the m onth, when the p re­
sent truce period expires.

The men in the coal fields are 
g row ing  increasing ly  im pa tien t 
and b itte r. The W LB  decision, 
when it  h its  the coal fields w ill 
be viewed' as a f la u n tin g  in su lt 
to the coal m iners and th e ir  plea 
fo r a r ig h t to live.

- t o to
By JO H N  S A U N D E R S

DETROIT, May 24.-29,000 
members of Chrysler Local 7 
and Dodge Local 2 employed 
by the Chrysler Corporation 
returned to work today in ac­
cordance with decisions made 
at union meetings yesterday 
afternoon. This ended their four 
day walkout which was pro­
voked by the management’s 
failure to bargain in good faith 
and settle the ever mounting 
grievances accumulated over 
the past eleven months.

These workers went back to the 
plants only a fte r  overw helm ing 
pressure from  the en tire  Federal 
and State governm ental appara­
tus, the W ar Labor Board, the 
A rm y  and N avy top officers, the 
F. B. I., the management support­
ed by tho-'whole ca p ita lis t press 
and all the rad io news comment- 
tors. On top of a ll th is  the w o rk ­
ers found th a t th e ir  own in te rna ­
tiona l officers were arrayed a- 
ga inst them  to a man.

Despite the fra n tic  broadcasts 
of R. J. Thomas, the in te rna tiona l 
president, every few hours over 
the rad io and despite the speeches 
made by h im  and R ichard 
Frankensteen. V ice-President of 
the UAW-CIO, at the Sunday 
afternoon meetings, the rank and 
file resisted the pressure as long 
as possible. They agreed to go 
back on ly a fte r they saw no other 
course open because of the coward­
ly  a ttitud e  of th e ir in te rna tiona l 
offic ia ls.

W A N T  G R IE V A N C E S  
S E T T L E D

The rank and file made th e ir  
sentim ents known in  no uncerta in 
terms’. They intended to see that 
the company bargained in good 
fa ith  and were determ ined to 
stage another w a lkou t i f  the man­
agement fa iled to live  up to its  
agreement.. But th e ir  w ra th  was 
m a in ly  directed at th e ir  own in ­
te rna tiona l officers whom they 
called upon to "represent the 
w orkers and no t the manage­
m ent.”

Leo Lam otte, UAW  C hrysler 
d irector, was singled out fo r 
special a tteu tion . A t both meet­
ings. reso lutions were passed un­
an im ously ca lling  fo r his removal 
as d irector. Not even Thomas and 
Franken8teen dared come to his 
defense. N or were the men 
satisfied when Thomas told them 
tha t he had appointed Franken- 
steen to s it  in  on fu tu re  discus­
sions w ith  the management and 
the W LB. “ Boo-Boo”  Frankcn- 
steen received his usual share of 
Bronx cheers when ho arose to 
speak. When he grabbed the m ike 
to t r y  and expla in to a young 
m ilita n t w orker w hy the local 
union men were not contacted by 
the .in te rn a tio na l officers before 
they went in to  session w ith  the 
management and the government 
offic ia ls, he was howled down from

By JO E A N D R E W S

(Continued on page 4)

AKRON, OHIO, May 24 — 
Outraged by the recent decision 
of the War Labor Board, 40,- 
000 rubber workers in the 
Goodrich, Firestone and Good­
year companies, continued their 
protest strike dnto the th ird 
day.

A fte r  a lm ost a yea r’s delay, 
the W LB  handed down a decision 
on M ay 21, g ra n tin g  on ly a three 
cent an hour wage increase to  the 
rubber workers, and f la t ly  re jec t­
ing th e ir  demands fo r  n ig h t s h if t  
bonuses. T h is  came a fte r  a W L B  
panel had recommended an 8 cent 
increase, to  which the rubber 
w orkers are en titled  according to  
the  “ L i t t le  S teel”  fo rm u la . T h *  
labo r members o f the  W L 6  
dissented in  th e  decision.

As soon as news o f the decision 
reached the p lan ts  e a rly  S a tu r­
day m orn ing , departm ent a fte r  
departm ent a t the  Goodrich com­
pany w alked out. B y  10 a. m . the  
p lan t was shu t down t ig h t  as a 
drum , and thousands o f w orkers  
jammed the United Rubber W ork­
ers Local 5 h a ll nearby.

SPO NTA N E O U S W A LK O U T S

A s im ila r  a n g ry  reactioh to  the 
W L B  ru lin g  occurred a t  the  
F irestone p lan t, where a lm ost a l l 
the w orkers q u it  w o rk  sh o rtly  
a f te r  the news o f the  decision 
was out.

The w a lkou ts were spontaneous. 
As the news o f the W L B  decision 
spread like  w ild f ire  th rough  the 
various p la n t bu ild ings o f both 
F irestone and Goodrich, depa rt­
m ent m eetings were held. Rank 
and file  w orkers denounced the 
un ju s t ru lin g  and th rew  down 
th e ir  tools.

The m iserable three cent wage 
increase was an in s u lt they could 
no t take. W hen the  la rg e r de.r 
pa rtm ents  walked ou t, the  re s t o f 
the p lan ts a t bo th companies 
em ptied lik e  a sieve as w o rkers  
poured ou t o f every ex it. A f te f  
the f ir s t  hour on ly  those w orkers  
necessary fo r  m aintenance ofc 
w o rk in g  on perishable m a te ria ls  
rem ained w ith in , and th is  was by 
agreem ent w ith  the s tr ike rs .

“ W e’ve w a ited 12 m onths, the 
W LB  has pondered th is  th in g  fo r  
a lm ost a year . . . and a ll fo r  
three cents an hour,”  one un ion 
leader stated. “ T h a t’s ou r rew ard  
fo r  patience.”

The Goodyear P la n t was n o t 
shu t down im m ed ia te ly . This, 
p lan t is no t as w e ll organized as 
the o ther tw o  m a jo r p lan ts. Some 
departm ents continued to  w o rk  
S atu rday and Sunday, and a 
m a jo r ity  o f the p la n t was shu t 
down on ly a fte r  p icke t lines were 
stationed a t the p la n t gates.

A t  F irestone sm all p icke t lines 
were su ffic ie n t to keep a ll w o rk ­
ers out. A t  Goodrich no p icke t 
lines were necessary'.

(Continued on page 3)
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T R A DE UNIO N
 NOTES 

By M ichael Cart

The executive Council of the 
A F I,  has opened w ar upon the 
an ti-labor laws which have been 
passing the State legis latures In 
wholesale lots.

On May 20 the council charged 
tha t un ion -res tric ting  laws passed 
in  Arkansas, Kansas, South Da­
kota, Idaho. Texas and Colorado, 
were "p a rt of a s in is te r and un­
derhanded attem pt by fascist in ­
fluence in Am erica to tear the 
trade union movement apart and 
smash the economic and po litica l 
strength of Am erica's workers."

/T h e  A  F  L  announced i t  would 
test the c o n s titu tio n a lity  of the 
laws and in the m eantime .advised 
a ll unions to refuse to obey them.

*  *  *

The May 15 issue o f the United 
Automobile W orker  flie s  to the 
defense of UAW -CIO vice-presi­
dent W a lte r Reuther, in d ig na n tly  
denying th a t lie favors m ilita n t 
defense of th e . w orkers ’ liv in g  
standards by s tr ik e  action, as he 
has been “ accused”  by S ta lin is t 
leader Raid Browder.

“ Reuther has always, since 
Lew is ' break w ith  President Roos­
evelt, v igorously  critic ized  Lew is," 
w rite s  the paper. "R euther has.... 
in  every s itua tion  w ith  which hr 
has contact, opposed s trikes d in­
in g  w ar tim e."

" *  *

The San Pedro branch of the 
N ationa l M a ritim e  Union. CIO. 
has followed the S ta lin is t line  to 
its  logica l conclusion and joined 
the local Chamber of Commerce.

Its  offic ia ls  w ill now find them ­
selves sin-rounded by men who 
orig ina ted th e ir  no-strike, speed­
up program.

*  *  *

The S ta lin is t d rive  fo r incen­
tiv e  pay (i. s., piece work, speed­
up) has borne its  firs t ro tten fru it .  
Local 1225 of the United E le c tr i­
cal, Radio and Machine W orkers 

-■of Am erica, CIO, has signed an 
agreement ca lling  fo r incentive

pay w ith  the Eugene M umsell 
Mica Company in New York.

T h is  is the firs t m ajor breach 
in the line  against piece work 
held by the workers against ern- 
p loyer-S ta lin lst pressure. The 
■May 22 issue of the V. E. Netrs, 
offic ia l organ of the union, reports 
tha t (lie speed-up experts, M itchel 
Fein Associates, “ have been s tu ­
dy ing the jobs and methods and 
setting  up standards of produc­
tio n .”

*  #  *

The T ex tile  W orkers Union of 
America, CIO, ended its  annual 
convention in  New York C ity  last 
week w ith  r in g in g  denunciations 
of FD R ’s wage and job freeze o r­
ders. W hile  there was much res­
entm ent expressed by the dele­
gates against employer-govern­
ment anti-labor maneuvers, the 
leadership fa iled  to present any 
p ro g ra m 'fo r  the real defense of 
the w orkers’ r ig h ts , and liv in g  
standards. T he irs  was a trust- 
Roosevelt-and-wait-arujl-see a t t i ­
tude.

The TW U cla im s a membership 
of 400,000— about one-third of the 
workers in  the industry .

*  *  *■

A fte r several years of b itte r 
court lights, the M etropolitan L ife  
Insurance Company has bowed to 
unionism  fo r its  w h ite  co lla r w ork­
ers. I t  signed a contract w ith  
United Office and Professional 
workers. CIO, covering 21000 w o rk ­
ers in  Greater New York.

*  *  *  *

The Tobin stooges in M in ­
neapolis who pose as leaders of 
the Teamsters, are ho rrified  at the 
m iners because they have the 
courage to strugg le fo r a liv in g  
wage.

The May 13 issue of Minnesota 
Teamster defends the W ar Labor 
Board and blames the m iners fo r 
repressive legis la tion. Says the 
paper ed ito ria lly . "L ab o r can 
thank John L. Lew is fo r b ring ing  
on. the la test campaign to curb 
labor unions d ras tica lly ."

Life Today In  
The Mining Towns

(Continued fro m  page 1)

despite the m anpower shortage. 
T h is  has m eant record p ro fits  fo r  
the coal operators, bu t i t  has 
b ro ug h t l i t t le  benefit to  the m ine r 
h im se lf.

P rice rises, increases in  the 
rea l cost o f l iv in g  are s taggering  
in  the m ine areas, even g rea te r, 
as the O PA recently adm itted, 
tha n  in  o ther in d u s tr ia l centers. 
The m iner finds i t  ha rde r to  make 
ends meet than "he did tw o  o r 
th re e  years ago. T h is  is a t the 
bo ttom  o f the present coal c ris is .

In  o rd in a ry  tim es the m in e r 
gets l i t t le  in  re tu rn  fo r  h is  back­
b reak ing  w ork . He has a basic 
w a g e  scale of $ 7 a <tav- 
bu t th is  does no t mean th a t 
he gets th a t much. He has to  pay 
f o r  his'' too ls and fo r  th e ir  care, 
sharpening, etc. He has to  pay 
fo r  dynam ite  and o ther m a te ria l 
-to b las t the coal, fo r  the l ig h t  on 
h is cap, fo r  the un ion check- 
weighm an to  weigh the coal and 
see th a t he is no t cheated.

By the tim e deductions are 
completed— deductions fo r  w ar 
bonds, food, ren t, e le c tr ic ity , in ­
surance, v ic to ry  tax, union dues, 
etc.— the m iner may have $5 or 
$10 le ft  over fo r  his o ther needs, 
o r he may have as l i t t le  as f i f ty  
cents.

W H A T  H E  D IS L IK E S
The m iner is not given to  com­

p la in ing , he goes about his w o rk  
as a ru le  w ith o u t g r ip in g , a l­
though as his enemies are w e ll 
aware, he knows how to  f ig h t as 
m il ita n t ly  as any o ther w o rke r in 
the  w o rld . B u t he feels b it te r  
about many th in g s  today.

He doen’t lik e  to have the 
strugg le to m a in ta in  his none-too- 
h igh  liv in g  conditions denounced 
as un pa trio tic . He does not feel 
th a t he is an enemy of the coun­
t r y  w h ich he helped bu ild  because 
he wants to have enough food to 
be able to continue, to do his work.

He has a son or bro ther in  the 
armed forces and i f  he is not be­
yond the age l im it  he may soon 
be there h im self. He does not 
lik e  to be told tha t he is “ a id ing  
H it le r ”  when he fights to m a in ta in  
l iv in g  standards fo r h im se lf and 
h is  son’s or b ro ther’s fam ily .

He wants to m ine coal and knew« 
th a t  i t  is  no t his fa u lt  i f  m ine 
operations are discontinued. His 
un ion is w illin g  and eager to bar­
ga in co llective ly  w ith  the mine 
Operators. B ut the m ine operators 
who are depending on the govern­
ment to defend th e ir  pro fits are 
the ones responsible fo r  the recent 
w a lkou t because they refused to 
continue co llective bargaining.

H E  W A N T S  TO M IN E  C O A L

He wants to  mine coal and he 
rem inds you th a t the un ion o f­
fered to  accept the guarantee o f

a 52 week w o rk  year, b u t th a t 
the operators refused. He asks i f  
i t  is  no t s trange to  be denounced 
as an enemy o f his coun try  by 
the press and the rad io  when he 
asks fo r the r ig h t  to  w o rk  6 days 
a week every week in  the year.

He does not lik e  to be in  a s it ­
ua tion where the governm ent tells 
h im  tha t he cannot s tr ik e  because 
he is a governm ent employe and 
then the governm ent refuses to 
negotiate a contract w ith  his 
union.

He is somewhat angry about a ll 
these things, jus t as he is angry 
to see some of the offic ia ls  of the 
CIO a ttack ing  his un ion and his 
un ion leadership. He remembers 
tha t i t  was the United M ine 
W orkers w h ich helped to organize 
the CIO and the pow erfu l indus­
t r ia l unions in  auto, steel, rubber, 
etc.

The ca p ita lis t newspaper which 
he reads does no t te ll much about 
the pro -m iner sentim ents predo­
m in a n t in  the ranks o f the CIO 
and A F L  unions, and he is ex­
trem e ly  happy to  lea rn  th a t 
reg iona l conferences o f the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers and the 
Sailoys U n ion o f the Pacific have 
expressed com plete support fo r  
his present f ig h t.

W H A T  T H E Y  D ID N ’T  
E X P E C T

The m iners has been hit. w ith  a 
lo t of pressure in  the last two 
m onths — by Roosevelt, Congress, 
the press, the W ar Labor Board, 
Ickes, tlie  labor fakers, S ta lin is ts  
and so on.

B u t th is  pressure has had an 
e ffec t l i t t le  expected by these 
people. The m ore they th rea ten 
and denounce, the m ore certa in  
the m iner is th a t h is union is h is 
best fr ien d , and the m ore de­
term ined he becomes to  stand 
fa s t w ith  h is union and to sup­
po rt i t  in  any s tru g g le  in to  which 
i t  may be forced.

E very m iner is keenly aware 
o f how much blood, sweat and 
tears went in to  the bu ild ing  of 
his organization. He suspects 
th a t his enemies are more con­
cerned w ith  smashing its  power 
than in  dealing reasonably w ith  
the m erits  of the coal wage dis­
pute. He knows that i f  h is un­
ion is weakened today, he w ill be 
defenseless tom orrow, and he has 
ra llie d  behind his un ion more 
f irm ly  than ever before because 
he wants to protect both his pres­
ent and his fu ture .

I f  the governm ent and the coal 
opera tors th in k  they can bulldoze 
¿he m iner o r tu rn  him  aga inst his 
union or prevent h im  fro m  going 
through w ith  his f ig h t to  preserve 
his l iv in g  standards, I  ea rnestly 
recommend to  them  th a t they 
send a few  inves tiga to rs  in to  the 
mine areas where they w il l  qu ick ­
ly  learn how m istaken they are.

SWP on Dissolution of Comintern
(Continued from  page 1)

Franco-Soviet pact, then in the service of the pact with Hitler, 
and since 1941 again for the "democracies.”  In France the 
Comintern, agents joined with Leon Blum in halting the revo­
lutionary strike wave of 1936, giving fu ll support to Daladier 
who ended bv crushing the labor movement; the Hitler-Stalin 
pact completed the demorali/.ation of the French proletariat 
on the eve of the war. In Spain the Comintern agents led the 
most reactionary bourgeois and reformist elements in crush­
ing the Spanish revolution, breaking the morale of the fighters 
against Franco and facilitating his victor)'. When these 
treacherous acts failed to win from the ‘‘democracies” suffi­
ciently substantial guarantees of an alliance for the coming 
war. Stalin made his pact with Hitler, including the ‘ ‘peace 
offensive" and “ anti-war”  activities of the Comintern.

The Crimes of Stalinism
When this policy in turn collapsed and H itler was able 

to attack the Soviet Union, Stalin turned the Comintern to 
the service of his new “ allies.”  Already in 1933. as the price 
of diplomatic relations with Washington, the Roosevelt-Lit- 
vinov agreement pledged Stalin not to permit the residence 
on Soviet territory “ of any organization or group which has 
as an aim the overthrow”  of the U. S. government. The Co­
mintern and the Communist Party of the United States ceased 
to have that aim; now the Comintern ceases official existence 
altogether.

Stalin’s latest act merely completes the demonstration of 
how correct were the genuine revolutionists in all countries 
when, in 1933, they joined with I.eon Trotsky in calling for 
the Fourth International, a decision given complete organiza­
tional expression by the World Congress of the Fourth Inter­
national in Paris in 1938.

Before Stalin dared to bury fhe Comintern, lie first had 
to assassinate Leon Trotsky in August 1940, for Lenin’s great 
co-worker, the only one who had escaped the Moscow trials 
and purges, remained as the living embodiment of proletarian 
internationalism. But neither the assassination of Trotsky, nor 
Stalin’s murders of Trotskyists in Spain, France, Switzerland, 
etc., nor his ferocious physical destruction of the Trotskyists 
in the Soviet Union, nor his present attempt to discredit the 
very idea of an international, can halt the growth of the in­
ternational workers’ party. The proletarian international can­
not be dissolved! It is the imperishable idea and irrepressible 
need of world unity, which can only be achieved through the 
proletarian, world revolution. The Communist Internationa! 
of Lenin and Trotsky, the Communist International of the. 
first four Congresses, still lives on in the Fourth International, 
the World Party of Socialist Revolution. Stalin, usurper of 
the mantle of Lenin, long ago abandoned the revolutionary 
heritage of Lenin to the Bolshevik-Leninists —  the Trotsky­
ists. Not internationalism but Stalin’s degenerate caricature 
of it has been thrown into the discard. The Th ird  Interna­
tional is dead. Long live the Fourth International!

The real character of the Comintern was illumined by the 
method employed by Stalin in dissolving it. In complete viola­
tion of the Comintern’s own statutes, a ukase by Stalin’s pup­
pets in Moscow is sufficient, without any pretense of prior 
discussion in the constituent parties. The members of the 
Communist Party learned about the dissolution from the capi­
talist press. The ostensible excuse for this totalitarian meth­
od is the impossibility of calling a Congress in wartime to 
settle the question. But the question still could have been 
posed privately to the constituent parties, discussed by the 
membership and voted upon. It is ludicrous, however, to sug­
gest such a method when in reality the line has been handed 
down from Moscow to a ’fotalitarianized Comintern for nearly 
two decades.

’ The arguments for dissolution adduced by Stalin’s pup­
pets in their “ resolution of the Executive Committee”  are 
reactionary to the core. It says not one word about the fact 
that the International arose as the product of the world-wide 
character of modern economy — a character which of course 
is not obliterated by Stalin’s ukase. It does not even mention 
the original goal of the International —  world socialism. It 
is equally silent about the method for achieving that goal — 
the class struggle. At the very height of 'the growth of the 
Communist International, when great mass parties were rep­
resented from many countries at the Fourth Congress in 19^2, 
no one dreamed of arguing that these powerful parties could 
do without an international center; yet today, when Stalin's 
policy has led those parties to destruction and only a handful

of parties remain, the resolution has the effrontery to assert 
that “ the growth and political m aturity of the Communist 
Parties”  renders an international center no longer necessary!

I t  was the proud and justified boast of the founders of 
the International that it united the “ cavalry of the West”  — 
the industrial proletariat of the advanced countries — with 
the “ infantry of the East”  — the great masses of the colonial 
world. Just as the revolutionary party in a given country 
serves to unite the heterogeneous elements of the workers and 
the oppressed masses, so the International was to give world 
cohesion to the workers of different tongues and cultures and 
stages of economic and political development. The Interna­
tional was to coordinate the different stages of development 
of the workers’ movement into one united activity, to aid the 
weaker with the services of the stronger, the new parties with 
the rich experience of the older parties. In a word, the In­
ternational was to make up for the heterogeneity of the world 
proletariat.

Yet, precisely this heterogeneity is now adduced by the 
Comintern resolution to jus tify  its dissolution! It declares 
that the “ deep difference in the historical roads of develop­
ment of each country of the world”  and “ the difference in 
the degree of consciousness and organization of thexworkers”  
is an “ insuperable obstacle”  to the functioning of an interna­
tional center — a center which was founded for just these 
reasons! The resolution solemnly recalls that Bolsheviks 
“ never advocated the preservation of those organizational 
forms which have become obsolete”  —  as an argument for 
dissolving organization altogether!

False Precedents
Finally, hunting for a historical precedent, and unable 

even with Stalinist falsifications to pretend that Lenin ever 
envisioned anything like this, Stalin's puppets write that they 
“ remember the example of the great Marx”  who dissolved the 
First International. They pretend that. Marx did so.“ as a 
result of the growing need to create national workers’ mass 
parties.”  It is true that Marx and his collaborators dissolved 
the First International. But, unlike Stalin, Marx never pre­
tended that its dissolution represented a victory. On the con­
trary, he called its last Congress (at Geneva 1873) "a fiasco”  
and recorded honestly the fact that the defeat of the Paris 
Commune and the development of opportunism and anarchism 
in the European labor movement had disintegrated the Inter­
national by internal conflict, l.est its great historical example 
be disgraced by its fa lling into the hands of anti-Marxist ele­
ments, he sponsored its removal to New York and its final dis­
solution in 1876. A t the very firs t opportunity for a second 
Marxist International it was launched by Marx’s followers 
in 1889. The First International went down in defeat, but 
with its revolutionary integrity unimpaired and its great 
lessons clear to all the workers of the world. The Th ird  In­
ternational, like the Second, goes down in defeat as an anti- 
revolutionary body which long ago lost every vestige of honor.

It is characteristic of Stalin’s International that its first 
and only public declaration since H itle r’s attack on the Soviet 
Union is the declaration of its dissolution. The argument 
that the International is an instrument which was good for 
peacetime but not for wartime is not a new argument. I..ast 
time, however, i t  was made by one who was openly an enemy 
of Leninism —  Kautsky, the apologist for the chauvinist dis­
integration of the Second International during World War I. 
That international ceased to function during the war and in 
reality never functioned again. The profoundly symbolic act 
of the dissolution of the Comintern during war indicates that 
it is following in the footsteps of its predecessor in this as in 
all its treachery to internationalism.

1 he dissolution does not of course mean an end to the u t­
terly reactionary interference of Stalinism in the labor move­
ment. The services o f Stalinism in this field are too valuable 
to the capitalists at present for them to insist on immediate 
dissolution of the Communist party and its various agencies 
in the trade unions. The most open and vicious strikebreak­
ers in the United States today are Stalin’s agents, and they 
w ill not cease their dastardly work. So long as it suits their 
master they w ill serve Wall Street as its most valuable agency 
today in fighting against the interests of the American work­
ers.

For the moment the dissolution is a substantial gesture 
by Stalin to curry favor with Washington and Wall Street. 
But tomorrow they w ill demand still more, meeting Stalin’s 
requests for food and equipment with ever-greater pressure 
upon the Kremlin. The capitalists want from Stalin a free

hand in their attempt to crush the European revolution which 
w ill inevitably follow the collapse of H itler; they want in­
deed not only a free hand but Stalin’s participation with 
them in the counter-revolutionary attempt. In return for 
goods and frontier concessions, Stalin w ill accede to their 
demands. But this too w ill not satisfy the capitalists. They 
fear not only the revolutionary European proletariat but also 
the continued existence of the nationalized economy of the 
Soviet Union.

For the capitalists understand very well that the very 
basis of Stalin's power — the nationalized economy of the 
Soviet Union created by the October revolution — cannot 
be kept indefinitely in the narrow nationalistic lim its to which 
Stalin attempts to assign it. The capitalists understand that 
eventually either private property or the nationalized economy 
must prevail in the world. Hence they w ill not press Stalin 
for help in crushing the European revolution but w ill also 
make demands designed to undermine the nationalized econ­
omy of the Soviet Union. So long as they have not succeeded 
in decisive steps toward the restoration of private property 
in the Soviet Union, the capitalists w ill insist on retention of 
all possible jum ping-off points in Europe for an assault on 
the USSR. Stalin’s attempts to appease the “ democracies” 
thus endanger the very existence of the nationalized economy 
of the Soviet Union.

1 low far he is prepared to go to appease them is indicated 
bv his attitude toward the German proletariat. The final 
document of the Comintern does not by a word express soli­
darity with the Communists and class-conscious workers of 
Germany! The German Communists neither exist nor are 
accorded any tasks now or in the future by the Comintern 
resolution. But this follows logically from the vile Stalinist 
propaganda which blames the German proletariat for the rise 
of H itler and thus paves the way for oppression of the Ger­
man nation as a whole by the victorious “ democracies.”  W ith 
Germany at its disposal. W all Street would inevitably domin­
ate the Soviet Union.

Fortunately for the future of humanity, neither the Ger­
man workers nor the European proletariat as a whole are 
Stalin’s to barter. The German working class is the largest,' 
most advanced and most powerful in Europe. It is destined 
to play the decisive role in the coming European revolution. 
Steeled and hardened under the terrible oppression of H itler 
fascism, the cadres of the German proletariat w ill lead into 
the revolution masses steeped in the most advanced industrial 
technique and m ilita ry  training. Likewise the workers of 
France and Belgium and all Europe w ill never go back to 
capitalist oppression and a divided Europe. No deal between 
Stalin and Roosevelt w ill prevent the revolution whose task 
of establishing the Socialist United States o f Europe has been 
hammered home by two World Wars.

The lightning of the European revolution w ill in turn 
explode the powder keg on which Stalin is sitting. The Soviet 
masses have endured the totalitarian oppression of the Krem« 
lin because the capitalist invader stood poised to strike at ths 
frontier. The European revolution w ill free them from that 
fear. The Soviet proletariat has made three revolutions. We 
are confident that it w ill settle accounts with the usurper in 
the Kremlin when the horizons of the Soviet Union are ringed 
with red instead of brown. That is what the "democratic”  
capitalists fear when they refer to the danger of a revival of 
"Trotskyism”  in the Soviet Union —  the revival of the poli­
tical independence of the Soviet masses, which can only 
mean a policy o f revolutionary internationalism by the re­
generated Soviet state.

A ll this can and shall he achieved by the Fourth Inter­
national !

Members of the Communist Party! Stalin’s latest act has 
demonstrated, i f  further proof were necessary, that his false 
policy cannot be combatted from within the Comintern; even 
the semblance of the machinery for opposing him from within 
no longer exists. Every Communist worker who remains true 
to internationalism must draw the necessary conclusions. The 
defense of the Soviet Union, the defense of the interests of the 
international working class, requires now more than ever a 
genuine Communist International. The national Communist 
Parties are neither communist nor parties. You must leave 
them and enter the Communist International of Lenin and 
Trotsky —  the Fourth International. Join the ranks of the 
Socialist Workers Party, unite with us and the Fourth Inter­
national parties throughout the world. No one shall, no one 
can, dissolve our International. Join us and help make the 
International what our traditional anthem has declared it must 
be: the International Party shall be the human race!

THE MINERS’ WIVES SPEAK OUT
By JA M E S  COOK

PITTSBURGH, PA., May 
24—An unusual feature of the 
present fight of the miners is 
the outspokenness of their 
wives. In the past struggles of 
the miners the wives have 
usually played their roles quiet­
ly  in the background, reticent 
and shy, unaccustomed to 
public light as the miner him­
self is to the light of the noon 
day sun.

In  the present cris is  the wives 
o f the coal m iners are as in d ig ­
nant and outspoken ah the men 
themselves. From  the very fo r­
ward tip  of thè p la tfo rm  they are 
decrying th e ir  own m iserable con­
d itions and substandard existence. 
They are not hesitant about sneak­
ing  up aga inst the coal operators 
f o r  t h e i r  w a r pro fiteering 
and ind ifference to the da ily  
needs o f the men w iio  m ine the 
coal fo r  them.

One m in e r’s w ife  in  L ib ra ry , 
Pa., said to me, “ W hy, i t ’s just 
p la in  hypocrisy on the part of 
those operators. They know how 
prices have gone up. Look at 
th e ir  own comparfy store; they 
used to sell a number fou r shovel 
fo r  $1.45, th a t was in  1941, now 
they have i t  priced for$2.45. Hard 
toe shoes have gone up from  $2.95 
to  $4.95and$6.95. H ow  do the y  ex­
pect us to pay more money to r these 
th ings th a t the men can’t do th e ir 
w ork w ithou t i f  they don’t give us 
some more pay?”

A  few houses down there was 
a woman w o rk in g  her v ic to ry  gar­
den. I t  wasn’t more than a l i t t le  
two-by-four patch. You m ight 
th in k  th a t because o f a ll the 
c inder and ash and slate around 
th a t no th ing  could possibly grow 
there. B u t she did have some 
gr'een--looking th ings com ing up 
th a t promised to be vegetables of' 
some kind. H av ing  heard tha t I 
was from  The M il i tan t ,  a news­
paper th a t was te ll in g  the tru th  
about the m iners, she called me 
over:

“ I  have been w atch ing our pay

fo r the past year very  close t r y ­
ing  to See where the money goes,” 
she said. “ I can te ll you ) f  we 
d idn ’t  get a t least one extra  Sat­
urday in  every pay we jus t 
w ou ldn 't have enough to buy the 
food we need. Let alone ge tting  
any th ing  else.”

I  asked her w ha t pa rt of her 
money goes fo r food, remember­
ing  tha t the President in his radio 
speech to the m iners had m ention­
ed one-third as going towards 
food. /

FOOD COSTS
“ Maybe before the w a r i t  used 

to be about one-th ird  bu t the way 
prices-are now i t  is closer to  tw o- 
th ird s  o f our income. And th a t 
don’t  leave us a n y th in g  a t a ll in  
case we have to  ca ll a doctor o r ’ 
fo r  c lo th ing  o r an y th ing  else. I  
can te ll you one th in g , M is te r, 

I they be tte r g ive us some more 
pay o r they won’t  be seeing any 
more coal to  make a p ro fit  on.”

As you w a lk through one com­
pany town a fte r another, there is 
a re fra in  tha t seems to hang in 
the a ir  and lin g e r In  you r ears.

The ch ild ren  w i l l  plead fo r a n icke l 
from  th e ir  mothers to buy some 
Sweet cakes in the store. The 
mothers of course give in  to the 
pleas and in va ria b ly  shout a fte r 
the ch ild ren  as they are excitedly 
ru n n in g  away, “ W atch your mo­
ney, son !”

Down in  Coverdale, Pa., which 
is situated closer to P ittsburgh, 
those who have auto-mobiles man­
age to stretch th e ir  do llars a b it 
by doing th e ir  shopping in  town. 
As one woman said, “ We m ight 
ren t a bus and take the whole 
company town down to P ittsburgh, 
but even then you w ou ldn ’t have 
enough money fo r the food we 
need.”
T Y P IC A L  CASE
. The most v igorous expression of 
the sentim ent of the coal m iners’ 
w ives came from  a younger look­
ing  woman whose luisand had 
been m in in g  fo r 11 years. They 
have two ch ild ren. Of th e ir  gen­
eral conditions she said. "F o r a ll 
the tim e my husband has worked 
in  the mines, we never once drew 
a good pay. Las t year* around

Christm as tim e i t  looked lik e  we 
were going to get caught up but 
then these prices started go ing up 
again. About fou r fifths  of our 
money has to go fo r food here. 
C h ild ren eat as much as men do. 
sometimes mine eat more than T 
can. They’re grow ing, you’ve got 
to feed them .”

H er house looked neat and clean 
as a ll the m iners’ houses do. And 
th is  takes a lo t of “ woman’s w o rk ”  
when you consider that, every­
th in g  in these company houses 
outside of the w alls has to he in ­
stalled and cared fo r by the m in ­
ers themselves. Cooking is done 
w ith  coal as there are no gas lines. 
The soft coal in  the area pene­
tra tes through every crack in  the 
house m aking a thoroughgoing 
cleaning a da ily  necessity.

She seemed to be tired  as she 
spoke and the words rushed out 
of her as though h u rry in g  to ex­
press a ll the thoughts tha t welled 
up in  her. She wasn’t  on ly speak­
in g  of herself. The conditions of 
o ther m iners ’ fam ilies  are the 
same as hers. T he ir enemy is the

same. T h e ir conclusions m ust be 
lik e  hers:

" I t  isn ’t on ly tha t we w ant 
enough money to live  on.- We 
have to have some l i t t le  b it  to 
put aside. When the kids grow 
up. i f  they should want learn ing 
and have the knack fo r it, well, 
i t  costs money to g ive i t  to  them .”

I interposed th a t i t  looked as 
though the coal operators d id n 't 
care much about tha t. They ju s t 
figured on the kids g row ing  up 
and going to w ork in  the mines.

She h a s tily  w en t on: “ Yes, 
but haven’t we got an y th ing  to 
say about our own kids? And an­
o ther th in g  is, the way the gov­
ernm ent is te llin g  you you got to 
stay on th is  job and you can 't 
ijet any more money. I f  you jus t 
make enough money to buy you r 
food w ith  and live  from  day to 
day. you aren't going to have any 
pride in w hat you ’re doing. I got 
a bro ther in  the arm y. How do they 
expect h im  or my husband to figh t 
fo r th e ir  country  i f  they haven’t 
got any pride in  it? ”
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The
Negro Struggle

"L A B O R  W IT H  A W H IT E  ffKTN C A N ­
NOT E M A N C IP A T E  IT S E L F  W H E R E  
LABO R  W IT H  A B L A C K  S K IN  IS  
B R A N D E D " — K A R L  M A R X .

By Albert. P a rk e ^ -

The NAACP Conference and Politics
As we said in th is  column last 

week, a basic requirem ent fo r 
effective w ork in  w artim e by o r­
ganizations try in g  to abolish Jim  
Crowism  is tha t they conduct 
th e ir  ac tiv itie s  on the basis of a 
po licy independent of the govern 
ment's desires and unspoken die 
tates. They m ust break the g rip  
of the a d m in is tra tio n ’s dom ina­
t io n  over th e ir  policies and work 
ou t a program  based exclusively 
on what is needed to advance the 
Negro's struggle, we said, or else 
they w i l l  be bound hand and loot 
by the 'fa lse  doctrine of “ national 
u n ity ”  and be unable to make any 
progress at a ll against th e ir  ene­
mies. W ith  th is  fundam ental idea 
in  m ind, we w ish to discuss the 
com ing conference of the Nation 
al Association fo r the Advance­
m ent o f Colored People (D e tro it 
June 3-6) and the question of pol­
itics .

The strugg le fo r Negro equality 
has a many-sided character. I t  
m ust be fought on the economic 
field —  in the factories, on the 
farm s, in the unions. I t  must 
be fough t on the social field — 
in  the sphere of housing, in  edu­
cation, etc. P ut above a ll, espe­
c ia lly  in  w artim e when a ll other 
questions are d ire c tly  affected by 
governm ental decisions, it  must bo 
fough t on the po litica l arena.

I t  is hard to  th in k  o f a sing le  
aspect o f the N egro  s trugg le  
w h ich  is not tied up w ith  and 
dependent on w hat goes on in  
W ashington. Leg is la tion  rests in 
the  hands o f the tw o  c a p ita lis t 
pa rties. They decide w hether the 
a n ti-p o ll ta x  b i ll w i l l  be passed 
o r w hether 10.000,000 w h ites  and 
Negroes in the South w i l l  rem ain 
excluded from  the  ba llo t, They 
decide w hether an ti-lyn ch  le g is ­
la tio n  shall he enacted o r w he th ­
er the lynch mobs sha ll continue 
to  fee l com plete ly free o f federal 
cons tra in t.

They have the power to decide, 
as they did early  th is  m onth, tha t 
Negroes in  the South can be tied 
to th e ir  home counties and 
prevented from  going N orth  to 
w o rk  in factories by th e ir  
county agent who Is n a tu ra lly  | X A A O P ’ board of d irectors and ol 
anxious to keep them w h e re .t jle  p e PC, announced tha t he had

launched in  Chicago a “ People’s

i f  the Negro and w h ite  workers 
had th e ir  own representatives in 
W ashington, i f  they had a W o rk ­
ers’ and Farm ers ’ Government. 
Such representatives and such a 
governm ent would re fle c t the  in ­
terests o f the masses and would 
need no pressure to pass and en­
force le g is la tio n  against J im  
Crowism .

P ut the leaders of the NAACP 
and s im ila r  organizations, a l­
though they know the tru th  of 
w hat is said above, refuse to par­
tic ipa te  in the po litica l struggle, 
in s is tin g  tha t the organizations 
they head m ust rem ain “ non-par­
tisan.”  To do otherwise, they 
assert, would resu lt, not in  ga in­
ing  support fo r th e ir  objectives, 
but on the con tra ry  in  losing sup­
port. No doubt th is  is a reference 
to the many cap ita lis t po litic ians 
who are members of the NAACP 
board of d irectors o r who once a 
year pay membership dues in  the 
local branches.

I t  is true tha t such people 
would be deeply offended i f  the 
NAACP were to come ou t in  op­
position to the two cap ita lis t par- 
lies ; they ce rta in ly  w ou ldn 't like  
to see the NAACP supporting  a 
pa rty  and candidates who rea lly  
represent the w o rk ing  people. S im ­
ila r ly  th is  would also be frowned 
on by some of the. wealthy “ ph i­
lan th rop is ts ”  who salve th e ir  con­
sciences every once in  a w h ile  by 
m aking financia l con tribu tions to 
the NAACP. But i f  these people 
were to q u it because the NAACP 
opposed the cap ita lis t parties, i t  
would be l i t t le  real loss, fo r in 
th e ir  place would come tens and 
hundreds of thousands of Negro 
workers who would be aroused 
by such an ti-cap ita lis t pa rty  ac­
tion  on tlie  pa rt of the NAACP. 
T he ir enthusiasm and m ilitancy  
would more than make up fo r the 
departure of the po litic ians  and 
ph ilan throp is ts .

There are some Negro leaders 
who recognize the need fo r u n i­
field po litica l action by the colored 
masses. B u t w hat k in d  of action 
do they propose? Last, week E arl 
B. D ickerson, member of the

More Protests O n Davies' Film
M ore and more voices are m ak­

ing  themselves heard in  the 
r is in g  tide o f p ro test aga inst the 
Davies’ whitew ash film , “ M ission 
To Moscow”  which has been co r­
re c tly  denounced by Professor 
John Dewey as “ thp f ir s t  instance 
in our coun try  o f to ta lita r ia n  
propaganda fo r  mass consump­
tion  —■ a propaganda which 
fa ls ifies  h is to ry  th rough  d is to r­
tion , om ission o r pure inven tion 
o f facts. . .”

In  a statement issued last week, 
James T. F a rre ll, noted au thor 
of “ Studs Lon igan ," declared tha t:

they  are in  the present pe­
rio d  of m anpower shortage. They 
con tro l the ac tiv ities  of agencies 
such as the F a ir  Em ploym ent 
Practices Committee w h ich  is sup­
posed to investigate job d isc rim ­
in a tio n  against Negroes. They 
have the power to pe rm it or to 
d iscontinue segregation in  tlie  
armed forces.

They decide that, wages should 
be frozen w h ile  prices continue to 
rise, th a t jobs should be frozen, 
th a t the w o rkers ’ r ig h t to s tr ike  
in  self-defense should be suspended.

In  short, tlie  cap ita lis t parties 
are the forces w h ich  m ust be 
fought i f  the conditions of the 
Negro and w h ite  masses are to 
be safeguarded. They cannot he 
fought successfully except by p o li­
t ic a l action. Yet, in  spite of these 
undeniable facts, the NAACP and 
most, o ther national Negro organ­
iza tions refuse to enter openly and 
bo ld ly  in to  the po litica l struggle.

Instead they confine them ­
selves la rge ly  to  lobby ing . There 
is  no th ing  w rong  in  lobby ing  by 
its e lf,  a lthough i t  is usua lly  in ­
e ffec tive . B u t p leading w ith  cap­
i ta l is t  po litic ians  to  vote fo r  a 
ce rta in  b ill,  or even demanding 
i t  o f them, is necessary on ly be­
cause the a d m in is tra tion  and 
Congress are con tro lled by pa r­
ties  which are hostile  to  the in ­
terests o f the masses. There 
would be no need fo r  lobbying

D A V IE S ’ W H IT E W A S H  
GETS S T A T E  D E P ’T. 
B LE S S IN G

\

In  his column fo r May 12, 
Drew Pearson stated tha t “ A m ­
bassador Joseph Davies' film  
‘M ission To Moscow’ has been 
welcomed by the State Depart­
ment as one of the most im ­
po rtant movies w h ich could 
have been made at th is  tim e to 
help the Am erican peop le-un­
derstand Russia.”

A p p a re n tly  the Start? Dep’t. 
continues to d iscla im  any 
resp on s ib ility  o ff ic ia lly  w h ile  
bestowing its  blessing “ un­
o ffic ia lly ."

S T A T E M E N T  OF 
JA M E S  T. F A R R E L L

‘M ission To Moscow’ follows 
tlie  prescrip tion  fo r propaganda 
w ritte n  by H it le r  in  ‘Mein 
K am p f': i t  te lls  a big lie. The 
purpose^of big lies in  to ta lita r ia n  
propaganda is tha t of fa ls ifiy in g  
h is to ry. T h is  film  is a gross and 
shameless fa ls ifica tion  of h is to ry.
I t  m isrepresents the Moscow 
tr ia ls , the h is to ry  of Russian I and practica l question.

happened in  A m erica  p r io r  to 
Pearl H a rbo r."

Farrell’s statement further 
points out that “Mr. Davies in 
hi^ book, and Warner Brothers 
in the film, have completely 
ignored the records of the in­
vestigation conducted by the 
Commission of Inquiry of which 
Dr. John Dewey was chairman. 
And yet, Mr, Davies boasts of 
his fairmindedness and ob­
jectivity. . .

“ W arner Brothers has ' spent 
well over a m illio n  do llars on a 
film  w hich carries the message 
that Leon T ro tsky  was an agent 
of H itle r . And they even lack 
the courage to in troduce T ro tsky  
in  the p ic tu re  as a character. 
W hy? Has W arner B ro thers a 
g u ilty  conscience?
“ Long before any Hollywood stu­

dio would dare to consider a p ic­
tu re  w h ich  attacked fascism or 
had one favorable word to say of 
the Soviet Union, long before the 
figh t against fascism became a 
proposition  in wh ich the film  s tu ­
dio could spend and make huge 
sums o f money, T ro ts k y  was a b it ­
te r  foe o f fascism . He w ro te  u r ­
gently  ca llin g  fo r  the figh t a- 
ga inst H it le r ’s assumption of 
power. A fte r  H it le r  became 
Reichschancellor, T ro tsky  wrote 
p re d ic ting  th a t H it le r  would be 
the Super-W rangel a ttack ing  the 
Soviet U nion: i t  is a known fact 
th a t T ro tsky  never deviated from  
his position advocating defense of 
the Soviet Union. T ro ts k y ’s p o li­
tica l record is to ta lly  ignored. 
W hy?

“ . . .T ro ts k y  and the old Bolsh­
eviks are dead: you cannot in ju re  
the dead: when yon m isrepresent 
the dead, you in ju re  the liv in g . 
And in  th is  case, the liv in g  are 
r ig h t here in  th is  country. Oppo­
s itio n  to the fa ls ifica tions con ta in­
ed in  th is  f ilm  is an im m ediate 

I t  pon-

British Masses Not Bound 
By Churchill Promises

By M . M orrison

Thousands of copies of T H E  TR U TH  ABOUT “M ISSION TO 
MOSCOW” AND T H E  MOSCOW TRIALS are being distributed 
from coast to coast wherever the film is being shown.

fo re ign po licy in  recent years, cerns us here and now. I t  has 
and the sequence of events w h ich I happened here in  a reverse way.

to ta lita r ia n  methods have been in ­
troduced in to  Am erican cu ltu re .” 

Am ong t ile  many protests a- 
ga inst t ile  f ilm  is one signed by 
52 leading w rite rs , educators, ed i­
tors, and labor and Negro leaders. 
In  th is  statem ent i t  is asserted 
th a t “  ‘M ission To Moscow’ fa ls i­
fies h is to ry  and even d is to rts  the 
very  book on wh ich i t  is  based.”  
Among the signatories are George 
S. Counts, state cha irm an of the 
Am erican Labor P a rty ; H a rry  D. 
Gideonse, President o f B rooklyn 
College; A. P h ilip  Randolph, Pres­
ident, Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, A F L ; M ax Danish, ed itor 
of Justice, pub lica tion  of ILG W U, 
A F L ; F rank R. Crosswaith, chair- 
main Negro Labor Com m ittee; Jo­
seph Schlossberg, Amalgamated 
C lo th ing W orkers Union, CIO and 
others. _ ,

The statem ent has been sent fo r 
approval " to  more than 500 lead­
in g  A m erican .”  A d d itio na l s igna­

tu res have been received fro m  B. 
F. M cLaurin , N a tiona l Secretary, 
M arch on W ashington M ovem ent; 
A r th u r  G. • M cD ow ell, N a tiona l 
Representative in M issouri, T ex­
t i le  W orkers Union, C IO ; H a rry  
Lundberg , P resident Seafarers 
In te rn a tio n a l U n ion , and others. 
The la te s t S ta lin is t lie  in  
connection w ith  the protests 
against the Davies’ f ilm  is 
tha t most of the signatories to the 
above statem ent are T ro tsky is ts . 
T lie  fac t is that in  the en tire  lis t 
there is not a single T ro tsky is t.

One o f the m ain aim s of the 
“ M ission To Moscow”  production 
was fu lf il le d  when M r. Davies, on 
his second t r ip  to the K rem lin , 
delivered the film . “ M r. S ta lin  
appeared to enjoy the film  tre ­
mendously, i t  was said.”  (N. Y. 
Times, May 24). W hat m urderer 
would no t be pleased a t so elabor­
ate a w h ite  wash of h is crimes?

South African Negro Miners 
And Natives Live Like Slaves

Movement fo r  Independent P o li­
t ic a l A ction ,”  whose purpose is 
to “ ra lly  Negro support behind 
issues and men regardless of party 
a ffilia tio n s .”  A t a m eeting in  St. 
Louis at alm ost the same tim e A. 
P h ilip  Randolph of tile  Mareh-On- 
W ashington Movement called on 
Negroes to organize a strong p o li­
tica l bloc on a non-partisan basis. 
These proposals have th is  in com­
m on:'’ ne ithe r one proposes tru ly  
independent po litica l action; both 
are aimed a t w in n in g  concessions 
by exerting  pressure on the capi­
ta lis t pa rties bu t no t at challeng­
in g  the basic power of these par­
ties.

To figh t fo r th e ir  r ig h ts  on the 
po litica l field, the Negroes m ust 
break a ltogether w ith  the capi­
ta lis t parties, and help fo rm  a 
po litica l organ ization of the mass­
es to achieve th e ir  p o litica l aims. 
T h is  does not mean tha t we call 
upon the NAACP a t its  coming 
conference to tu rn  itse lf in to  a 
po litica l organization. Such a 
course would be both inadvisable 
and impossible. B u t w hat the 
NAACP can do and should do, i f  
i t  wishes to advance the Negro 
cause and increase its  in fluence 
among the masses, is to denounce 
botli cap ita lis t parties and to call 
on tlie  trade unions, the real a l­
lies of the Negro, to bu ild  an In  
dependent Labor Party.

New Pamphlet On Fight for Negro 
Equality Published By Pioneer

P i o n e e r  P ub lishers’ new 
pam phlet, “ The S trug g le  F o r 
N egro  E q u a lity ,”  w h ich appeared 
fo r  sale th is  week, is a document 
th a t should he placed in  the 
hands o f every f ig h te r against 
J im  Crowism in th is  country. I t  
is  no t on ly  (he best and m ost 
thorough analysis o f the causes 
o f d isc rim ina tion  and segregation 
th a t can be found ^ in  cu rre n t 
lite ra tu re  on the sub ject; i t  is  
also the kind o f a rtic le  which w ill 
p lay  a leading fig h t in the N egro 
S truggle fo r  years to  come.

W ritte n  by John Saunders and 
A lb e rt Parker, whose w ritin g s  ap­
pear reg u la rly  in  The M i l i tan t .  
the pam phlet is sub -titled : “ The 
P rogram  O f The Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty .”  It is 32 pages long 
and divided in to  fou r m ain sec­
tions; The Negro Under C ap ita l­
ism ; Em ancipation Through So­
c ia lism ; O ther Parties And Prog- 
gram s; A c tiv itie s  Of The Social­
is t W orkers Party.

U nder these sections the pamph­
le t deals w ith  the fo llow ing  ques­
tions: the source of vaee p re ju ­
dice in modern society; the o r i­
g in  of the “ Negro in fe r io r ity ”  
m y th  and its  use by cap ita lism  
today; how cap ita lis t evils p rod­
uce a llies  fo r  the Negroes; the

life . A n average of five out of 
every ten ch ild ren die w ith in  a 
m onth of being born.

CONDITIONS OF NEGRO
P E A S A N TS

The conditions o f natives in  
the ru ra l areas <are even worse 
than those of th e ir  urban brothers. 
They are forced to h ire  out the ir  
men labour, as w e l l  as that  o/ the ir  
whole fam ily ,  to the w h ite  fa rm ­
ers, f o r  5 lbs. a. year. F o r  2 sh i l ­
lings a week the husband works 
on. the land, wh i le  his w ife  does 
the domestic w o rk  in  the fa rm ­
er’s household, and the children  
herd the sheep and cattle.

They live  in mud huts and are 
clothed in  sacks and rags. From  
Hie wages they earn h a lf is  pa id 
in  taxes. Most of the land in  South 
A fr ic a  is owned by European 
farm ers. An acreage of land con­
sidered inadequate fo r  one w h ite  
fa rm er is  d iv ided between no 
fe w e r,th a n  600 colored peasants 
and w ith  p r im it iv e  methods of 
a g ricu ltu re  on in fe r t i le  land, they 
can ha rd ly  raise su ffic ie n t prod­
uce to pay th e ir  po ll tax, and m il­
lions of them starve. Under these 
conditions hundreds of thousands 
are compelled by s ta rva tion  to t ra ­
vel hundreds of m iles from  th e ir  
homes to the gold m ines of the 
W itwatesrand.

N A T IV E  M INERS L IV E  IN  
CONCENTRATION CAMPS

In the mines they work 14 
hours a day thousands of feet 
below the surface for an average 
of 2 shillings a day. The natives 
are contracted to work down the 
mines for 18 months. During this 
period they are forced by law to

live  in  compounds on the  m in ing  
p ro pe rty  on w h ich they w ork.

These “ compounds”  are noth­
ing  sho rt of prisons. Huge b rick  
barracks w ith  a s ingle entrance 
and centra l quadrangle. From  
16,000 and 20,000 m iners are 
housed in  th is  one bu ild ing . They 
sleep f i f t y  in  a room on concrete 
bunks. They have no fac ilit ie s  
for. washing and th e ir  food is us­
ua lly  un fit fo r human consump­
tion . F o r 18 m onths they are 
cooped up in  these compounds, 
separated from  th e ir  w ives and 
fam ilies  and forbidden to b ring  
wom enfolk in to  the compound. 
D a ily , they are marched lik e  c r i­
m ina ls  to and from  the shaft 
head. A t  the end of th is  period, 
they re tu rn  home hum an wrecks 
and w ith  on ly  enough money to 
pay th e ir  land and po ll .taxes.

S L A V E R Y  A B O L IS H E D  —
B U T  T H E  N A T IV E S  A R E  
S T IL L  S LA V E S

A ll natives in  South A fr ic a  are 
compelled to ca rry  an iden tifica ­
tio n  pass and a po ll tax  receipt 
at a ll tim es. In  addition, special 
pe rm its  m ust he carried on spe­
c ia l occasions. T hroughout the 
country, natives arc subject to 
curfew  a t n ig h t in  th e ir  own land. 
I f  they w ish  to be out a fte r nine 
o’clock a t n ig h t they are forced to 
ask - th e ir  em ployer o r location 
manager fo r  a special p e rm it or 
“ pass.”  I f  they w ish to trave l 
from  town to town, th is  also re­
quires a special pass. They cannot 
seek w ork, unless they have an­
other special “ werksoek”  pass.

They are subject to constant 
fear of the police, who can stop 
them a t any tim e  and demand to

A fte r  paying rates and com pul­
sory po ll tax  the w o rke r and his 
fa m ily  t r y  to eke out an exist­
ence on 10 sh illing s  or 12 sh illings  
a week. M a ln u tr it io n , miserable 
housing and unsan ita ry  conditions 
take trem endous to ll o f human
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see th e ir  passes and tax receipts. 
A t n ig h t th e ir  houses are raided 
and searched w ith o u t w a rra n t by 
the police. The organ ization of 
m ine w orkers in to  trade unions 
is illega l, and any w o rke r found 
g u ilty  of th is  crim e is b ru ta lly  
punished.

W ar lias brought worsened con­
d itions  to the downtrodden black 
people and compelled thousands to 
vo lun teer fo r  service in  the arm y. 
Under th is  ho rrib le  and b ru ta l re­
gime i t  is na tu ra l tHat a ll natives 
are forbidden to ca rry  weapons of 
any k ind . Even possession, of a 
kn ife , not to speak o f firea rm s 
is a c rim in a l offence. Even the 
na tive  troops are not allowed to 
learn the use of ins trum en ts  of 
w a r to defended themselves. T he ir 
on ly  ro le in  the presnt South A f­
rican  a rm y  is th a t o f a Labour 
corps. The na tive  South ■ A fricans 
are of course, separated from  the 
w h ite  South A frica n  troops. But 
i t  has been found im possible to 
com pletely segregate them from  
the B r it is h  Tommies. The B r i t ­
ish o ffice r caste have read ily  
adopted, as they have always prac­
ticed in  In d ia  and other parts 
of A frica , the ideas of the South 
A frican  anti-blacks, but u n like  tile  
professional arm ies of the past the 
modern B r it is h  Tommies conscript 
workers have treated the blacks 
as fe llow  workers. W ith  profound 
dem ocratic in s tinc t, they have re­
fused to d isc rim ina te  against 
them because tile  colour of th e ir  
sk in  is d iffe re n t.

The B r it is h  w orkers re a lly  be­
lieve in  ttie  freedom and equa lity  
fo r  a ll w h ich lias been proclaimed 
by the A tla n tic  Charter. The hyp­
ocrisy of the ru lin g  class is shown 
by the fact th a t South A fr ic a  is 
an a lly  a llegedly to help in  the 
figh t against ty ranny, race d isc ri­
m in a tio n  and oppression. No­
where, do we find a denunciation 
of the regime in  South A fr ic a —  
a regim e o f despotic race barbar­
ism i t  would be bard fo r H it le r  
to equal. On the con tra ry  a ll ef­
fo rts  are made to conceal the 
tru th  from  the B r it is h  workers.

As a L ibe ra l, H. G. W ells sent 
tile  le tte r from  the Zulu sold ier to 
t lie  B. B. C. N a tu ra lly  they re­
fused to public ize it .  For th is  
would expose the real conditions 
of rac ia lism  under the Union 
Jack. Nevertheless, the actions 
of the brothers and sons of the 
B r it is h  w orkers in  the a rm y are 
som ething of which the B r it is h  
workers can be proud. They show 
the true  in s tin c t and class so lid ­
a r ity  o f the oppressed. I t  is a 
good omen fo r the future, of the 
w o rk in g  class. Fascism and race 
hatred w il l  never be destroyed by 
the cap ita lis ts  of any nation. Only 
the tak in g  of power by the w o rk ­
in g  class w i l l  end the basis of 
race d isc rim in a tio n  and racial 
barbarism . The soldier-workers 
have shown by th e ir  a ttitud e  
tha t in s tin c tiv e ly  they see. tha t 
in  the words of M arx, “ Labour 
w ith  a w h ite  sk in  can never he 
free w h ile  labour w ith  a black 
sk in  is branded.”  The task of the 
revo lu tiona ry  w orkers ’ govern­
m ent is to make th a t in s tin c t 
conscious.

C h u rch ill's  speech delivered be­
fore the jo in t session of Congress 
contained a prom ise w h ich  was 
pleasing to the ears of the A m e ri­
can cap ita lis ts  but w h ich can not 
possibly create any great enthus­
iasm among the B r it is h  W orkers

A  few days before C h urch ill 
spoke, Senator Chandler of Ken 

itu e k y  delivered an address in  the 
Senate, advocating tha t the armed 
forces of the United States con­
centrate th e ir  a tten tion  f ir s t  on 
Japan and then on Germany. The 
con tra ry  stra tegy is followed by 
tlie  present a d m in is tra tion  and of 
course by C hurch ill. As one of 
h is reasons fo r  proposing a change 
in  strategy, Chandler mentioned 
the po ss ib ility  tha t B r ita in  would 
cease fig h tin g  a fte r Germany is 
defeated.

In  proposing his plan Chandler 
spoke fo r tha t section of the A m er­
ican cap ita lis ts  w h ich  fo llowed an 
iso la tio n is t po licy p r io r  to Pearl 
Harbor. T h is  section considers 
Japan as the ch ie f im p e ria lis t r i ­
va l o f Am erican cap ita lism  and 
would lik e  to a n n ih ila te  th a t coun­
t r y  in  order to obtain a free hand 
in  the F a r East fo r the cap ita lis ts  
o f th is  country. Us a n ti-B rit is h  
bias can be expla ined la rge ly  on 
the basis o f a desire to get B r it is h  
im peria lism  out o f the F a r East 
and to annex Canada, A us tra lia  
and New Zealand.

I t  is th is  section o f the A m e ri­
can cap ita lis ts  th a t is  m ost sym ­
pathetic to H itle r, not as a repre­
sen tative o f German im peria lism  
s tru g g lin g  to con tro l the m arkets 
and raw  m ateria ls  o f Europe and 
the w orld , but o f fascism  sup­
pressing a ll the w ork ing-c lass 
organ izations. U n d o u b t e d l y  
Chandler and those whom he 
represents are in fluenced by th e ir  
desire to  Have H it le r  destroy the 
Soviet Un ion before he is 
destroyed by the forces o f th is  
coun try . They would even be 
w illin g  to  g ive Europe to H it le r  
provided he would no t in te rfe re  
w ith  Am erican cap ita lism  in  the 
F a r E ast and in  the W estern 
Hemisphere.

The more far-sighted Am erican 
cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  representa­
tives rea lize th a t im p e ria lis t Ger­
many, because of a productive ca­
pac ity  much la rge r than th a t of 
Japanese im peria lism , is t h r i r  
main enemy. In  agreement w ith  
the views of th is  section of the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts  the Roosev­
e lt a d m in is tra tio n  has adopted 
the stra tegy o f concen tra ting  its  
forces fo r  the a ttack on H itle r , 
w h ile  fo llo w in g  a po licy o f active 
defense w ith  reference to Japan.

❖  *  #

F or B r it is h  im p e ria lism  there 
call be no question th a t German 
im peria lism  is the m a in  enemy. 
W h ile  the in te rests of B r it is h  
cap ita lism  in  the F a r E ast are 
very extensive and m ust be de­
fended. the German im p e ria lis t foe 
is r ig h t  at the door and m ust be 
tackled firs t.

Representing B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism, C h u rch ill took advantage of 
his appearance before Congress to 
strengthen the hand of Roosevelt- 
as against Chandler and a ll who 
share his views. He gave h is  as­
surance th a t “ w h ile  there is 
breath in  ou r bodies and w h ile  
blood flow s th rough  our veins,” 
the B r it is h  E m pire  w ill continue 
the strugg le against Japan, side 
by side w ith  the U n ited States.

M ost people understand th a t 
promises o f c a p ita lis t statesmen 
are not to  be taken seriously. I f  
the B r it is h  E m pire  should find  i t  
to  its  in te re s t to  cease f ig h tin g  
a fte r  H it le r  is  defeated, the  
prom ise o f C h u rch ill t lo u ld  no t 
prevent i t  fro m  do ing so. There 
is no th in g  th a t the  B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lis ts  would lik e  be tte r than 
to  have A m erican cap ita lism  con­
tinue  a w a r which w ould decrease 
its  resources and thus p u t B r it is h  
cap ita lism  in  a be tte r com petitive  
position. A f te r  a ll, B r it is h  im  
pe ria lism  fough t f i r  more than 
two years before the United 
States actua lly  entered the con­
f lic t .  In  those two years its  res­

ources were considerably dra ined 
and i t  would lik e  to see Am erican 
cap itlism  involved in  a w ar where 
the fig h tin g  is- exclusive ly a p r iv ­
ilege of t lie  the United States.

But, in  th is  case C h u rc h ill’s pro­
mise w il l  undoubtedly lie kept, i f  
i t  is in  the power of B r it is h  im ­
pe ria lism  to keep th a t promise. 
I t  has too much at stake i-n the 
F a r East to pe rm it the United 
States to figh t Japanese im p e ri­
alism  w ith o u t p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the 
struggle. I t  m ust not be forgotten 
tha t Japan took much more from  
the B r it is h  E m pire  than from  the 
U n ited States. Even i f  the B r i t ­
ish continue fig h tin g  a fte r H it le r  
is defeated, th e ir  position  re la tive  
to the Am erican cap ita lis ts  w i l l  
be g re a tly  weakened. F o r i t  is 
the U n ited Stales th a t w i l l  have 
saved A u s tra lia  and New Zealand 
and, by defeating 'Japan, w rest 
the fo rm er B r it is h  colonies from  
Japanese con tro l. There is some 
doubt, as i t  is, th a t the B r it is h  
E m pire  w i l l  get back eve ry th ing  
i t  has lost. Should i t  cease fig h t­
in g  a fte r Germany is. defeated, i t  
would lose a il o f its  possessions 
in  the F a r E ast to the U n ited 
States.

*  *  *

One im p o rta n t fac to r m ay prev­
ent the B r it is h  E m pire  from  fu l­
f il l in g  C h u rch ill's  prom ise. T ha t 
is the a ttitud e  of the B r it is h  
workers.

I t  is  generally expected tha t 
H it le r  w i l l  not be defeated u n t il 
the end o f 1944. Even i f  m il ita ry  
catastrophe should overtake H i t ­
le r by the end o f th is  year, i t  
w i l l  mean th a t the E ng lish masses 
w il l  have been in the w ar fo r  
over fo u r years. W ill they con­
sent to  the con tinua tion  of the 
strugg le fo r  another few years?

I t  m ust be remembered th a t 
the B r it is h  masses are suppo rt­
in g  the w a r p r im a r ily  because 
they fe a r H it le r  and consider the 
w ar to  be a w a r aga ins t fascism . 
A s aga inst H it le r  they aVe un ­
doubtedly su p po rting  C h u rch ill 
who appears to  them  the  lesser 
evil.

B u t i t  w i l l  be a ltoge ther d if fe r ­
ent i f  the w ar should continue 
a fte r H it le r  is  defeated. The B r i t ­
ish masses w i l l  then not on ly be 
extrem ely t ire d  of the? w a r but 
w ill no longer fea r a d irec t inva­
sion o f a fascist ty ra n t. Whereas 
the w a r against H it le r  can be 
made to  appear as one fo r  democ­
racy against fascism, a w ar 
against Japan cannot be so easily 
p ic tured in  the same colors.

A  w a r against Japan is too ob­
v ious ly  a w ar fo r  B r it is h  colon ia l 
possessions and a large section of 
the B r it is h  masses w il l  no t he 
fooled in to  be liev ing  th a t i t  is a 
w ar fo r  democracy. To fig h t a- 
gainst. a possible invasion of th e ir  
own land is one th in g ; to  f ig h t 
fo r  the reconqucst of Singapore 
and B urm a in  the in terests of the 
B r it is h  cap ita lis ts  is another 
th ing . The B r it is h  masses w ill 
not fa il to see the difference.

C h u rch ill m ay he pe rfe c tly  
w ill in g  to  expend the blood and 
lives o f the B r it is h  masses to  
continue the s tru g g le  aga inst 
Japan bu t i t  is exceedingly doubt­
fu l th a t the B r it is h  masses w i l l  
consider th is  prospect w ith  g re a t 
enthusiasm.

I  do no t mean to ind ica te  tha t 
the B r it is h  masses w il l  im m ed i­
a te ly  ove rth row  its  c a p ita lis t 
governm ent if ,  a fte r H it le r  is de­
feated, the w ar w i l l  continue a- 
ga inst Japan. I t  is  no t so sim ple 
as a fl tha t. I t  can be safe ly pre­
dicted th a t the B r it is h  masses 
w ill not give C h u rch ill the support 
th a t they are g iv in g  h im  now 
w h ile  the strugg le against H i l le r  
is s t i l l  rag ing. W hat the B r it is h  
masses w il l  do w i l l  depend on 
m any factors bu t one. of them, 
and no t the least, im portan t, w i l l  
be the con tinua tion  o f a w ar 
w h ich to them  w il l  appear to be 
exclusive ly an im p e ria lis t w ar.

In  any event t lie  B r it is h  masses 
are not bound by the prom ise o f 
the representative of the B r it is h  
ru l in g  class.

Rubber Workers Walk Out
iContinued from page 1)

A t the Goodrich Local 5 mass 
meeting, held shortly after the 
walkout, local union leaders 
responded to the demands of the 
membership by supporting the 
protest walkout and they left im­
mediately for Washington to 
demand that the WLB reconsider 
its decision. They also stated they 
intended to see Philip Murray to 
enlist his support. President 
Dalrymple of the United Rubber 
Workers also went to Washing­
ton to request that the WLB  
reconsider the rubber case. In a 
public statement, however, he 
ordered the rubber workers hack 
to work. His demand was ignored, 

Leaders of the Firestone and 
Goodyear locals joined the Good­
rich leaders in their trip  to 
Washington. The executive boards 
of the three locals issued a joint 
public telegram to the W ar Labor 
Board which stated:

“We have shown conclusively 
before the W ar Labor Board that

l i v i n g  c o s t s  for our own 
people have increased 23% since 
January 1941. We are parties to 
a no-strike agreement. Essential 
to .this agreement is orderly 
procedure for prompt and just 
settlement of grievances. Another 
part of the no-strike agreement 
was the $25,000 lim it on ex­
ecutive salaries. That part was 
thrown out by political maneuver­
ing. The orderly procedure failed 
when it failed to give us fair, 
equal and impartial treatment 
along with workers in other in­
dustries. . .

NO CONFIDENCE IN  WLB
“Loss of confidence in the fa ir­

ness and impartiality of the WLB  
as an agency of the govern­
ment finally created the work 
stoppage. . .”

While the local officers of the 
unions are negotiating in Wash­
ington, workers are sitting tight, 
awaiting developments.

By H enry  P arker

(The writer of this article is 
a European South African, who 
worked for years in the South 
African mines. His data, is 
therefore, first hand.)

“ W hat has shocked every black 
man from  South A fr ic a  is the 
behavior o f your B r it is h  Tom - 
n.T'"' T h e ir character is wonder­
fu l and to  exp la in  i t  can need 
many pages. They shake hands 
w ith  us, they ta lk  to us, 
t h e y  s i t  next to us i n 
the cinema, they d r in k  beer w ith  
us. Even when one goes to  the 
B ritish  hospita l he gets the same 
food w ith  "them, he lines in to  
one line  w ith  them, he is given 
a bed in the ward same to other 
beds and blankets, he is  sent to  
the w ard according to  the na ture  
o f his sickness. They have o f­
fered us more kindness than God 
has done. I t  is the f irs t  tim e  in  
li fe  th a t we have seen people o f 
th a t k ind .”

Negro’s place in  the post war 
w orld ; the re la tion  of the govern­
ment to the Negro masses.

The pam phlet b r ie fly  outlines 
the k in d  of w orld  th a t w i l l  be 
ushered in  by the socia list revo lu­
tio n  and how a. W orkers ’ and 
Farm ers’ Government w i l l  act to 
prevent d isc rim ina tion . Under th is  
section there is also a short ac­
count of the measures in  th is  field 
taken in  the Soviet Union under 
Lenin and T ro tsky, and the T ro t­
sky is t program  fo r  dealing w ith  
the problem  o f the South.

The program s of the cap ita lis t 
parties, m iddle class Negro 
groups, “ N egro n a tion a lis ts ”  and 
the S ta lin is ts  are reviewed and 
analyzed. The pam phlet closes 
w ith  a p ic tu re , of the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty , its  in n e r-p a rty  
face re lations, its  an ti-J im  Crow 
ac tiv itie s  in  the factories and un ­
ions and Negro organizations.

The pam phlet sells fo r on ly 5 
cents per copy, and 3'/2 cents in 
bundles of ten or more. I t  can be 
ordered from  Pioneer Publishers 
116 U n ive rs ity  PI., New York, oi 
local branches of the Socialist 
W orkers Party .

T h is  excerpt of a le tte r from  a 
South A fr ic a n  Zulu sold ier to H. 
G. W ells, conveys to anyone con­
versant w ith  the colonial condi­
tions of the native, a m oving 
rem inder of the race hatred which 
permeates of the race hatred which 
permeates the re la tions between 
w h ite  and black people of South 
A frica , and of the ho rrib le  contli- 
tions endured by its  black pop­
u la tion  of 8,000,000.

In  a country where the cost of 
l iv in g  is  h igher even than it  is 
in  England, the wages paid to the 
black workers in  the towns aver­
ages less than one lb. a week. A t 
least S sh illing s  of th is  has to 
be spent on tra v e llin g  fares to 
and from  tbe “ locations”  in which 
the natives are compelled by law 
to live .

These locations are usually 
m iles away from  the in d u s tr ia l 
and com m ercial parts  of the 
towns, and are en tire ly  segregated 

,from  European hab ita tion . Over­
crow ding exists in  every single 
location th roughou t the country, 
the m a jo rity  of w orkers l iv in g  in  
shacks of corrugated iro n  and 
b its  of packing cases, w h ile  the 
gaps are stuffed w ith  old sacks. 
S an ita ry  arrangem ents are e ither 
en tire ly  inadequate or do not ex­
its  at a ll. W ater has to be drawn 
from  com m unal pumps, and d iph­
te ria  rages.

In  some areas these locations 
resemble concentration camps. 
H igh  barbed w ire  fences have been 
b u ilt around them to prevent the 
inhab itan ts  from  leaving th e ir  
prison a t n igh t, and to prevent. 

. trespassers from  entering. The m u­
n ic ipa l location managers have 
decla to ria l powers and can refuse 
perm ission to anyone to enter a 

> location under th e ir  contro l.
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UAW Men Forced To 
Strike By Corporations

(Continued fro m  page 1)
the p la tfo rm . Thomas was forced 
to take over and apologize fo r  th is  
breach of democracy on the part 
of top UAW  officials.

The men sat in  stony silence 
when Frankensteen to ld  them it  
m igh t be necessary fo r the union 
to su ffe r a tem porary setback at 
the hands of management du ring  
the w ar but th a t the union would 
more than make up fo r i t  a fte r the 
war. The men were unimpressed 
by h is arguments. They wanted to 
know w hat he was going to do 
ne x t to  se ttle  th e ir  grievances 
and would no t be swerved by his 
o ra to rica l stun ts and demagogic 
a ttacks against the C hrys ler 
Company.

J e rry  Ford, cha irm an of the 
Dodge P lan t Committee, to ld  the 
workers w hat w ent on behind the 
scenes in  a n ine hour conference 
on F rida y  May 21 a t the Penobscot 
B u ild in g  called by E dw in  E. 
W itte , regional W LB  director. 
Ford, Ed. Carey, president o f 
Chrysler Local 7, E a rl Reynolds, 
president of Dodge Local 2, and 
other local union men were 
present. Leo Lam otte represented 
the In te rn a tio n a l' union. Herman 
L. W eckler, vice-president and 
general manager o f Chrysler, 
Clarence W. Johnson, labor re la­
tions d irec to r at. the Dodge main 
p lant, Roy H. Appleman, labor 
re la tions d irec to r of the Jefferson 
and Kercheval plants, and other 
company offic ia ls  sat in  fo r m an­
agement. P a rtic ip a tin g  in  the fu ll 
regional board were 2 F B I men, 
A rm y  and Navy representatives, 
and State and Federal concilia tors. 
"T he  room was filled w ith  generals 
and colonels and other men in  
u n ifo rm ,”  Ford stated.

W itte  g r ille d  the local union 
men one by one. “ They were look­
in g  fo r a scapegoat. T h a t is_ a ll 
they were interested in . We fin a lly  
to ld  them that i f  th a t was a ll they 
wanted we would leave the room 
and they could p ick one of us and 
he would be the scapegoat. They 
were especially out to c ruc ify  
Carey,”  Ford said.

“ I fin a lly  asked them to ask 
the C hrysler Corp. people some 
questions but when they started to 
quiz the m ino r offic ia ls  W eckler 
spoke r ig h t  up fo r them  ahd did 
no t pe rm it them to ta lk .

“ W eckler m erely said ‘ tha t the 
C hrys le r C’orp. has lived up to 
a ll its  agreements since i t  s ta r t ­
ed ba rga in ing  w ith  the union in 
1937.’ We know otherw ise. (A  
roa r o f laughter greeted the 
cyn ica l c la im  o f the C orpora tion  
o ffic ia ls ).

“ W hy d idn ’t our in te rna tiona l 
officers speak up fo r us? We 
pay them 10 cents on every do l­
la rs ’ w o rth  o f dues. But they 
never opened the ir mouths once. 
They sat there like  wooden 
stool.*.

“ A f te r  several hours g r i l l in g  
W itte  called a recess fo r ten m in ­
utes.

“ When wc came back from  the 
recess the W LB  said they would 
now hand down th e ir  decision' We 
could no t understand on what 
basis they could decide. They must 
have looked in to  a crysta l bowl. 
We were to go back to w ork and 
tha t was a ll there was to i t . ”

AS S U R A N C E S  
N O T  EN O U G H

President Reynolds of Dodge 
Local said he was assured by the 
two F B I men tha t they would 
see to i t  tha t the corpora tion lived 
up to its  agreements. The W LB  
and the a rm y and navy officers 
gave s im ila r  assurances. B ut w ith  
a ll th e ir  naivete the w orkers were 
not too impressed w ith  th is  
assurance. A  ra n k  and file w orker 
stated a fte r the o ra to rica l barrage 
o f Frankensteen and Thomas; " I  
m ay- be a doubting Thomas, but I 
would lik e  to be shown.”

So ingra ined are the p r in c i­
ples o f democracy in the U A W  
tha t the local Dodge officers re ­
fused to call o f f  the walkout 
w ithou t having the men them ­
selves decide the question at 
th e ir union m eeting. As Barney 
Hopkins, F inancia l Secretary of 
the Dodge Local, to ld  you r re­
p o rte r: ‘ ‘The o ffice rs ’ board
did not au thorize the w a lkou t o f 
the workers. I t  was a rank and 
file  movement. W c feel tha t the 
men themselves m ust vote 
whether o r not to go back.”

S T A L IN IS T  SCABS %
The scabbiest roles in  the 

Chrysler-Dodge s tr ik e  were re­
served fo r Lam otte  and the 
S ta lin is ts , the position of Lam otte 
being in  no way distinguishab le 
from  th a t o f B row der’s boys. 
Lam otte  was never concerned w ith  
the grievances of the men. In 
ty p ic a l police fash ion he was look­
in g  fo r a scapegoat. “ Certa in peo­
ple are try in g  to take over the 
un ion,”  Lam otte kept repeating 
Not a word about the provocations 
o f the company. Not a word about 
the long-stra ined patience of the 
men.

N or was the position of Thomas 
much better. He too blamed the 
s tr ik e  upon the men and his first 
concern was “ to find out. who 
started the C hrysler s tr ike .”

The S ta lin is t m achine was in 
high gear. A ll the Stalin ist, wheel- 
horses w ent in to  action. Pop 
Edelin, president o f P lym outh  
Local 51, was not satisfied w ith  
statem ents and le tte rs to offic ia ls 
u rg in g  the men to  go back to w o rk  
w ith o u t having th e ir  grievances 
settled. He got ou t a prin ted  
leafle t w h ich w^s d is tribu ted  at 
both Sunday meetings presum ing 
to speak fo r  the ra n k  and file  of

his local. “ The P lym outh  workers 
re jec t the few  ind iv idua ls  in 
the labor movement who are 
responsible fo r th is  s tr ike .”

A  s im ila r statement was issued 
by the S ta lin is t w h ip  Nat Ganley, 
business agent of Local 155. The 
S ta lin is t f ro n t man. C. Pat 
Quinn president of the S ta lin is t 
dominated Wayne County Council, 
issued a blast against the rank 
and file of the C hrysler and Dodge 
Locals. N or they did not confine 
themselves to a land attack. They 
hu rried  ou t to sea and called upon 
E. J. Cunningham , D etro it agent 
of the N ationa l M a ritim e  Union, 
who w ired Thomas, issued a 
w ith e rin g  tirade against the ranks, 
and praised Lam otte fo r “ pub lic ly  
la y ing  the blame fo r provocation 
of s trikes d u rin g  th is  c r it ic a l 
period on the Lewis-Reuther 
forces.”

The ro le th a t the S ta lin is ts  had 
been p lay ing  even before th is  
s tr ik e  was fu l ly  exposed in  an 
a rtic le  of the latest issue of the 
weekly UAW  paper. The blasts by 
th e ir  wheelhorses ljas no t on ly  
fu r th e r  incensed the ranks o f the 
autom obile workers against the 
Com m unist P arty  but has brought 
in to  d isa ffection  th e ir  own ranks. 
One S ta lin is t member or sym ­
pathizer to ld  your reporte r tha t it 
was necessary fo r them to call 
upon th e ir  top pa rty  hacks to a llay 
the strong fee ling  among the ir 
members against the pa rty  line.

B u t w hat the governm ent o f­
fic ia ls , the A rm y , N a vy  and F B I, 
the management and the In te rn a ­
tiona l o ffic ia ls  couldn’t  do, the 
S ta lin is ts  likew ise  w il l  not be able 
to achieve, namely, to break the 
s p ir it  of the men. They are lea rn ­
ing  the score w ith  each passing 
day. They m ust now tigh ten  th e ir 
ranks and prevent the a rm y brass 
hats w ith  the help of th e ir  own 
top offic ia ls  from  v ic tim iz in g  th e ir 
rank and file leaders, stewards, 
com m ittee men etc. fo r th is  com­
pany-provoked walkout. T ha t w i l l  
be the aim  of the brass hats who 
are rece iv ing passive i f  not active 
support from  the In te rn a tion a l o f­
ficers. Only the complete so lida rity  
of the men behind th e ir  stewards' 
w i l l  prevent th is  from  tak ing  
place.

The m iners led the way. The 
auto workers showed in action 
th e ir  de term ination  to support 
the m iners and to f ig h t the ir 
own battles as we ll. The rubber 
workers o f A kron have followed. 
These are bu t the  f ir s t  rum b lings  
o f the new awakening. Labor 
is ge ttin g  set fo r  a new march 
fo rw ard . T h is  march w ill he 
fa c ilita te d  by the. fo rm a tio n  of 
labor’s own pa rty , so th a t the 
voice o f the. workers can be 
heard ^bove the ca p ita lis t din 
in the press and over the radio 
and in the ha lls o f Congress.

UAW Official Cites List of Grievances
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

peria lism  and o f in te rna l 

coun te r-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in in g  o f w orkers, financed 

by the governm ent, bu t under co n tro l 
o f  the trade unions. Special o ffice rs ’ 
tra in in g  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent bu t con tro lled  by the trade 
unions, to  tra in  w orkers to  become 
o fficers .

2. Trade un ion  wages fo r  a ll workers 
d ra fted  in to  the arm y.

S. F u ll,e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
w ith  J im  Crow ism  everywhere.

* 4. Confiscation o f a ll war p ro fits . E xp ro ­
p r ia tio n  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
opera tion  under w orkers ’ co n tro l.

5. F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  meet the 
ris in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6. W orkers  Defense Guards against v ig ­
ilan te  and fascist attacks.

7. A n  Independent Labor P arty based on
the Trade Unions.

8. A W orke rs ’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

9. Defend the Soviet U n ion  against im ­
pe ria lis t attack.

Miners and the AFL
When Roosevelt intervened to aid the coal 

barons in their fight against the miners, he counted 
upon splitting their ranks and the UM W  from 
the rest o f organized labor. Every available means 
of pressure was used to break up the solidarity of 
the miners and make them bow down before Roose­
velt and give in to the operators.

But all the maneuvers of the administration 
failed to crack the solidarity of the UMW . The 
miners’ ranks remained united and unshaken under 
an unprecedented barrage of threats, insults, 
slander from the regimented press, radio, and 
W LB. They continue their stubborn struggle for 
their just demands.

The fact that the miners were organizationally 
separated from the other sections of the trade- 
union movement weakened them and helped Roose­
velt. The widespread support of the rank and 
file of the AFL and CIO could not assert itself 
with fu ll power in favor of the miners under these 
conditions. Especially in view of the ccAvardly, 
strike-breaking position taken by AFL-CIO  leaders 
who placed their subservience to the administration 
above solidarity with the miners who are fighting 
labor’s battle.

To overcome this obstacle the M IL IT A N T  
suggested that the mine leaders call a conference 
of all the national trade-union organizations for 
the purpose of uniting labor's ranks behind a 
jo in t program of struggle against wage-freezing, 
job-freezing and anti-labor legislation. The UM W  
leaders, however, decided upon a different course 
and have applied for readmission to the AFL.

There is no doubt that this step w ill aid them 
in their immediate struggle. But the miners, we 
are sure, w ill not forget that many o f the reasons 
which forced them to leave the A FL seven years 
ago still hold good. The top officials of the A FL 
embrace many of the most reactionary figures in 
American trade-unionism: Hutcheson, the die-hard, 
ultra-conservative craft-unionist; Tobin, Roose- 
ve lt’s lieutenant; and many patrons and protectors 
of racketeering and Jim-crow. The miners w ill not 
find real friends and allies among these bureaucrats.

Nor should the miners forget that the readiest 
response and most m ilitant support to their strug­

gles have come, not from the craft-ridden AFL, 
but from the rank and file of the CIO movement

which they themselves, helped to create. In one 
conference after another, the delegates of the UAW, 
the largest, most democratic and powerful CIO 
union, have come forward against their leaders to 
back up their fellow-workers in the mine-pits. The 
Detroit auto-workers and Akron rubber workers 
took strike action this week to add their protests 
to the miners against the WLB.

These CIO industrial workers are the most 
dynamic section of American labor, its vanguard 
and its hope for the future. They are the closest 
and firmest allies of the miners. By reaffiliating 
to the AFL, i f  that is not a step toward the general 
unification of labor, the miners w ill not have 
lowered but rather raised the organizational 
barriers between themselves and their best allies, 
their fellow-workers in auto, rubber, steel and other 
key industries who face the same enemies and must 
fight them in the same way.

The miners must find a way to level these bar­
riers and effect a fighting alliance with these CIO 
workers.

The miners have broken the strangle-hold of 
the Roosevelt administration over the trade-union 
movement. They have exposed the cowardice of 
the Murray-Green-Hillman-Stalinist lickspittles. 
They have cast o ff the straitjacket o f the War 
Labor Board and its “ L ittle  Steel”  formula. They 
Jiave reasserted the independence of the trade 
unions on the industrial field and blazed the tra il 
for the rest of labor to follow.

What political course should the miners take, 
now that they have repudiated in action the poli­
cies of Roosevelt and his party? The Republicans 
have ganged up with the Democrats in Congress 
to condemn the miners, to term them “ traitors,”  
and to enact anti-strike legislation. Both political 
agencies of the bosses have shown themselves to be 
bitter enemies of the mine-workers. What a back­
ward step it  would be i f  the miners should swing 
over toward the Republican Party which received 
John L. Lewis’s support in 1940!

Like the rest o f American labor, the miners need 
their own class 'representatives in Congress, in the 
State legislatures, in the C ity  Halls. Now is the 
time for the miners to follow up their declaration 
o f industrial independence by proclaiming their 
independence o f all capitalist parties and poli­
ticians. The miners should launch a movement for 
an Independent Labor Party based upon their own 
and-all other trade-unions.

Not backward to the Republican Party but 
forward to the Independent Party of Labor! W ith 
this political goal in view the miners can not only 
consolidate their gains and increase their striking 
power but they w ill play the same great pioneering 
role in politics that they are today playing on the 
industrial arena.

The Poll Tax Must Go
The anti-poll tax b ill was passed on May 25 by 

the House of Representatives. The overwhelming 
m ajority of more than two to one reflected not the 
more progressive character of the present Congress 
— ii remains no less reactionary than its predeces­
sor— but rather the growing pressure of the masses 
of the people who have become more educated to 
the meaning o f the poll tax and more determined 
to wipe it out. This growing pressure was symbol­
ized in the following incident which occured in 
the course of the debate:

“ A sailor who identified himself as Evan O. 
Jones of Los Angeles, a signalman, second class, 
stood up in the gallery and shouted:

“  ‘W hy should a man have to pay a tax to vote 
when he can fight without doing it?’ "  (N . Y. 
Times., May 26.) N

1 his outraged young sailor gave voice to the 
feelings of many m illions; the assembled Repre­
sentatives know it very well and that is why they 
voted as they did. But the adoption of the b ill by 
the House does not mean that the battle against 
the poll tax has been won. On the contrary, the 
b ill now goes to the Senate where a sim ilar measure 
was filibustered to death last Fall by the Southern 
Democrats who hold the balance of power in the 
Senate. W ith reactionary forces becoming increas­
ingly bolder, these gentlemen wield even more 
power in 1943 than they did in 1942, and because 
they remain what they are we can be certain that 
they w ill try  to repeat the last year’s performance.

Everyone acquainted with the history of the poll 
tax knows that its advocates have always pretend­
ed it was to be used ,to uphold “ white supremacy”  
by disfranchising the Negro, but that actually it 
has been and is still being used to deprive even 
more Southern white workers than Negroes of votes. 
Unfortunately, not enough workers are as yet aware 
that the poll tax in one-sixth of the states directly 
affects the workers in all the states.

The poll tax issue should be raised in every trade 
union local in the country. The poll tax must go! 
The abolition of the pbll tax w ill strengthen the la­
bor movement. The fight to abolish it w ill help to 
further open the eyes o f trade union members to 
the real character of the Republican and Democra­
tic Parties and to the burning need for building an 
Independent Labor Party.

G R A N D  O P E N I N G  
and Housewarm ing 

B R O O K LY N  H E A D Q U A R T E R S  
571 Pacific S tree t

Jo in  the  B rook lyn  Comrades in  launch ing 
th is  new T ro ts k y is t headquarters on

Saturday, June 5, 8 :3 0  P. M.

Take B M T  to  P ac ific  S tree t S ta tion  
o r  •

IR T  to  A t la n t ic  Avenue S ta tion

Dancing Good Music Refreshments

D E T R O IT , M ay 24— The provocative and un ion- 
bus ting  conduct o f the auto barons was especially 
m arked in the C h rys le r p lan ts. In  an in te rv ie w  
w ith  The M il ita n t  rep o rte r, V incen t K le in , 
F inancia l Secretary o f C h rys le r Local 7, said: 

"C h ry s le r stopped ba rga in ing  since Pearl 
H a rbo r— since the no -s tr ike  pledge was given up 
by the union. D u rin g  the la s t 60 days m ore than  
40 m a jo r grievances have piled up. I t  is always 
the same answer: ‘No. no, no, n o !” ’

Here are some o f the grievances th a t K le in  
lis fed :

“ A  man who ligh ted a c ig a re tte  10 seconds 
before q u it t in g  tim e  was fired , a lthough he had 
been in  the em ploy o f the  com pany fo r  11 years 
and had an otherw ise p e rfe c t record. U pon in ­
te rven tion  o f the un ion the m anagem ent cancelled 
the f ir in g  b u t penalized h im  w ith  a tw o  o r three 
day la y -o ff.

“ The roof- leaked In one section o f the p la n t

where there were e lectric  and w e ld ing  equipm ent 
and d r ills . Due to  continuous ra in  there was 
ever-present the danger o f e lectrocution. W hen 
the steward appealed to the m anagem ent the 
answer was: ‘Stop the ra in  i f  you w a n t to .’ The 
steward received a tw o day la y -o f f  fo r  his pains 
a lthough the company la te r  fixe d  the leak. He 
was penalized fo r  saving a m an’s life , you m ig h t 
say.

“ A  steward was com p la in ing  fo r  three weeks 
about the inadequate sa fe ty  devices in the dyna­
mo room where tan k  m otors were being tested. 
They were revo lv in g  a t the ra te  o f 3,800 to 4,000 
revo lu tions a m inu te  and there  was a con tinual 
danger o f a w o rke r being sucked up in the b ig  
fan  in  the room . The ve ry  danger against which 
the  steward had been w a rn in g  the  company fo r  
th ree weeks ac tu a lly  happened in  the fo u rth  week 
when a man was sucked up in  the fan  and chopped 
to  pieces.”

More Corporations Caught 
Selling Defective Goods_

The W r ig h t A eronautica l C o rpora tion 's  p la n t a t 
Lockland, Ohio, has jo ined the fa s t-g ro w in g  l is t  o f b ig  
business concerns who have been caught producing 
d e fe c tiv e  w a r m a te ria ls  and thereby increasing w a r 
p ro fits  w h ile  endangering the lives o f men in  the  
armed forces and m erchant m arine.

A ccord ing to a s ta tem ent issued on M ay 20 by the 
Senate T rum an Com m ittee, the W r ig h t  C orpora tion  
placed “ unsafe and defective m a te ria l in  completed 
engines ready fo r  sh ipm ent.”

The D epartm ent o f Justice is now m ak ing  an in ­
ves tig a tio n  based upon the evidence unearthed by  the  
T rum an Com m ittee.

M eanwhile, o ffic ia ls  o f the N a tion a l Bronze and 
A lum inum  F oundry  Company in Cleveland, Ohio, were 
fo rm a lly  indicted on charges o f sabotage. La s t m onth  
th is  company, the c o u n try ’s la rge s t m an u fac tu re r o f 
a lum inum  castings, was caugh t in  the act o f 
de libe ra te ly  passing on to a irp lane  assemblers defec­
tive  supercharges. Testim ony o f the p la n t’s w o rkers  
revealed th a t the fraud  o rig ina ted  w ith  the com­
pany’s top o ffic ia ls .

I f  the investiga tions and “ prosecution”  o f the  
previous production scandals set the precedent, the 
o ffic ia ls  o f the W r ig h t C orpora tion  w ill ge t o f f  w ith  
a lig h t tap on the w r is t.  Severe measures a rc  reserved 
fo r  the w orkers— such as the case o f the welders in  
a B a ltim ore  ship yard who were v ic tim s  o f the speed­
up. Last m onth they were accused o f fa u lty  w e ld ing  
and th row n  in to  prison as saboteurs.

Biddle Charged With 
Shielding Poll-Taxer

------------------- By D IN A  S A N D E R S  -------------------

In  W ashington the lid  is l i f t in g  on anothor scandal, 
b r in g in g  into, pub lic  v iew  the m achinations o f A t ­
torney-G enera l F rancis  B iddle. M r. B iddle, i t  appears, 
has fo r  m ore than a yea r been seeking to  p ro tec t 
Eugene Cox, p o ll- ta x  R epresentative fro m  Georgia.

W ash ing ton reporte rs  o f the  N a tio n  and the  New  
Republic th is  week charged th a t since M arch  1942 
B iddle has been in possession o f evidence p ro v in g  th a t 
Cox v io la ted Section 113 ôF the U . S. C rim in a l Code 
w h ich  p ro h ib its  Congressmen fro m  rece iv ing  pay fo r  
p r iva te  services before a Federal agency. A ccord ing 
to  I. F. Slone, the  evidence shows th a t Cox “ com­
m unicated at least 25 tim es w ith  the FCC to  obta in  
a license fo r  s ta tion  W A L B  in  his d is tr ic t,  th a t he 
received a check fo r  $2,500 fro m  the owners o f the 
s ta tio n  a m onth a fte r  the  license was g ranted • • . 
m arked ‘lega l expenses’ .”  (N a tio n , M ay 22.)

Cox m et the FCC charges by  ha v in g  h im s e lf ap ­
pointed head o f a House Com m ittee to  ‘ in ves tig a te ’ 
the FCC. H is  m ethod o f ‘ in ve s tig a tio n ’ was made 
pub lic  th is  week when FCC Com m issioner C lif fo rd  J. 
D u rr  w ro te  an open le tte r  to  House Speaker R ayburn  
cha rg ing  th a t the  Cox Com m ittee never m eets; th a t 
its  counsel, Eugene L . Garey, summons FCC employes 
and forces them  to  te s t ify  in  secret under oa th ; and 
refuses to  g ive w itnesses tra n s c rip ts  o f  th e ir  
testim ony.

Two years ago, B iddle, who is now busy sh ie ld ing  
Cox fro m  jus tice , was busy hand ing down ind ic tm ents  
aga inst 28 members o f Local 544-CIO and leaders o f  
the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty . M ore recently , B idd le  
busied h im s e lf w ith  g e ttin g  the P ost O ffice D e pa rt­
m en t to  revoke the second-m ailing r ig h ts  o f  The 
M il ita n t.

M r. B idd le  is ex trem e ly  re lu c ta n t to  en fo rce  the 
law  in  a case in vo lv in g  a m ember o f h is o\yn p o lit ic a l 
pa rty . B u t he rushes to  s tre tch  the la w  and even 
tr ie s  to break the C o ns titu tio na l guarantee o f fre e  
press and free  speech when i t  comes to  the  prosecu­
tion  o f m il ita n t  trade  un ion is ts  and revo lu tiona ry  
socia lists, and the gagg ing  o f an an ti-F a sc is t w o rk ­
ing-class paper lik e  The M il ita n t

Norman Thomas and His 
Political “Morality”

Norm an Thomas represents h im se lf to  the A m e ri­
can people as an honest man, even a Socia list. He 
never le ts s lip  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  preach a sermon on 
tire su p e rio r ity  o f his “ dem ocra tic”  m o ra lity  over th a t 
o f the T ro tsky is ts .

In  a le tte r  to the New Y o rk  T im es o f M ay 12, 
Norm an Thomas w rites :^  “ I  said th a t o f course i t  
made a pro found d iffe rence  who won the w ar. I  
said, as I have said m any tim es before, th a t once 
in the war. i t  c e rta in ly  had to  be prosecuted u n t il we 
reached a po in t where we could no t s u ffe r  under an 
easy and oppressive truce d ic ta ted by the  N az i and 
Japanese w a r lo rds.”

In  p la in  words, M r. Thomas goes a ll ou t fo r  th is  
w ar. “ M any tim es before”  Thomas spoke about the 
Second W orld  W ar. Between the F ir s t  W orld  W a r 
and the ¿ggapd he and his p a r ty  m any tim es repeated 
th a t they would never under any circum stances sup­
p o rt any c a p ita lis t w ar. W hen the w a r broke ou t in  
Europe, as a lead ing figu re  o f the pac ifis t “ Keep 
A m erica Out O f W ar C om m ittee,”  Thom as warned 
against the in te rven tion  q f the U . S. governm ent and 
vowed tha t he, fo r  one, would have no p a r t o f i t .

Today, Thomas wants the w a r “ to  be prosecuted 
u n til.  . .”  (he A ng lo -A m erican  coa lition  is v ic torious.

Thomas and his colleagues expelled the T ro tsky is ts  
from  his S ocia lis t P a rty  in A ug us t 1937 because o f 
th e ir  revo lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t ideas. The T ro tsky is ts  
said then th a t they would never suppo rt any ca p ita lis t 
w ar. The Thom asites claimed the same th in g .

Events have shown who were the honest people. 
The T ro ts k y is ts  kept th e ir  word to  the  w orkers. T h e ir 
leaders refused to  change th e ir  v iews on the w a r. 
They faced Federal prosecution in cou rt t r ia l  a t  M in ­
neapolis and now face prison sentences fo r  the ir, 
lo y a lty  to Socialism .

Thomas, the apostle o f pure m o ra lity , broke his 
word and takes his place on the  im p e ria lis t band­
wagon.

There, in a nu tshe ll, is  the  d iffe rence  between 
“ dem ocra tic”  m ora ls and pe tty -bourgeo is  p o litic s  and 
B olshevik m ora ls and w ork ing -c lass po litics .


