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Dewey-La Follette 
Letter Reiterates 
Commission's Verdict

The film  “ Mission To Mos­
cow’’ is an example of the kind 
of "propaganda which falsifies 
h i s t o r y  through distortion, 
omission or pure invention of 
facts," according to a letter in 
the May 9 N. Y. Times written 
byjohn Dewey, noted American 
educator, and Suzanne La Fol­
lette, liberal writer, who served 
respectively as the chairman 
and secretary of the Interna­
tional Commission of Inquiry 
into the Moscow trials.

The Dewey-LaFollette letter 
also declares:

“ ‘Mission To Moscow’ deals 
essentially with three things: 
Soviet history since January, 
1937; international relations since 
that time, and American history 
since 1939. I t  falsifies all three.. .

“In  this synthetic trial (shown 
in the film) the accused confess 
that their alleged crimes were 
directed by Trotsky. What is 
omitted is the testimony in the 
actual trials to specific alleged 
meetings with Trotsky abroad—  
testimony immediately challenged 
in the world press and con­
clusively disproved by evidence 
offered in rebuttal before the in­
ternational commission of inquiry 
of which the undersigned were 
respectively chairman and secre­
tary. It  is not irrelevant to men­
tion here that the commission, 
after painstaking investigation, 
concluded that the Moscow trials 
were frameups—a conclusion en­
dorsed by intelligent world 
opinion at the time of its an­
nouncement.”

Five More Unions 
Aid Kelly Postal
Charges Condemned 
As a Frameup and 
Stab at Labor's Rights

“It  is essential at this time that 
labor unite for the defense of 
Kelly Postal in order to hit hard 
against the anti-labor forces in 
the state of Minnesota. Our local 
understands the situation and it  
is the opinion of our membership 
that the whole affa ir was a 
frameup and a direct stab against 
labor’s democratic rights. On be­
half of the members of our 
union, I  sincerely trust that 
Kelly Postal will be exonerated 
of the charges, and be free to 
continue his activities on behalf 
of labor.”

United Steelworkers 
Donate Generously

These rem arks accompanied a 
generous donation from  Local 
2431 of the United Steelworkers 
o f Am erica, Chelsea, Mass., to 
the C iv il R ights Defense Com m it­
tee w h ich  is conducting an in ­
tensive campaign to defray the 
legal expenses of the K e lly  Postal 
appeal w h ich  w il l  he heard before 
the  M innesota Supreme C ourt on 
May 17.

Other Organizations 
Give to Defense

Among the other organizations 
which contributed to the Kelly 
Postal defense fund during the 
last week were the American 
Youth Committee, Los Angeles, 
Calif.; UAW -CIO  Fisher Body 
Local 45 and UAW -CIO Local 
243, both of Cleveland, O.; UAW - 
CIO  Local 942, Detroit, Mich.; 
State, County & Municipal Work­
ers of America, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Brewery Workers Local 
Mo. 9, Wilwaukee, Wise.

This last week was designs led 
as K e lly  Postal Week by the Na­
tional Office of the C iv il R ights 
Defense Committee, 160 F if th  
Ave., N. Y. A ll friends and sup­
porters of labor's dem ocratic 
rights are urged to send in  
con tribu tions  to aid in reversing 
the conviction of the m ilita n t 
trade union leader, K e lly  Postal.
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Natalia Trotsky 
Appeals to Honest 
Public Opinion
Natalia Sedov Trotsky, widow 

of Leon Trotsky, last week ap­
pealed from Mexico "to  all 
those who hold the truth dear, 
all those who refuse to assume 
moral responsibility for Stalin’s 
crimes, to speak out in protest 
against ‘Mission To Moscow/ ”  
the Davies’ motion picture 
which presents a 100% GPU 
version of the Moscow trials. 

Her fu ll statement follows:
“ The f ilm  ‘M ission To Moscow’ 

ought to have depicted the Mos­
cow tr ia ls  w ith  fu ll and genuine 
docum entation and ve ra c ity ; but 
in  re a lity  th is  f ilm  m erely under­
w rites  the lies and crude forgeries 
of these tr ia ls , the most outrage­
ous in  the annals of h is to ry.

“ By te rro riza tio n , by threaten­
in g  in ju ry  to the re la tives and 
fam ilies  o f the v ic tim s, S ta lin  ex­
torted  admissions from  people 
whose en tire  lives had been de­
voted to the revo lu tion  —  in par­
tic u la r, the admissions of the. mon­
strous charge that, they were in 
H itle r 's  service. A ll th is  was per­
petrated p r im a r ily  because of fear 
of Leon T ro tsky, his au th o rity , his 
po litica l in te g r ity  and heroism. 
I t  was indispensable fo r S ta lip  
to d iscred it Leon Trolsk.v in  ad­
vance in  the eyes of the masses, 
to make h im  the target of the 
d irtiest, slander, before proceeding, 
as S ta lin  la te r did. w ith  the as­
sassination. My husband, I^o n  
T ro tsky, was m urdered on August 
20, 1940 by one of the< agents of 
S ta lin 's  GPU.

“ The production of ‘M ission To 
Moscow’ was needed by S ta lin  in 
order to present a semblance of 
ju s tific a tio n  fo r  th is  v ile  crim e. 
I  though t there was one course 
open to me: to tu rn  to the courts 
in  order to lay  hare the colossal 
fo rgery o f ‘M ission To Moscow,’ 
its  d is to rtio n  of facts and of h is­
to ry  and its  abysmal slander. But 
to m y great disappointm ent, I 
was in form ed by my atto rney that 
the legal code of the United 
States does not provide fo r court, 
action in  the case of defam ation 
o f the dead.

“ Only one other course is le ft 
me: to appeal to honest public 
op in ion. I  appeal to a ll those 
Who hold the tru th  dear, a ll those 
who refuse to assume m ora l res­
po n s ib ility  fo r S ta lin ’s crimes, to 
speak out in  protest against ‘M is­
sion To Moscow.’ ”

Mine Leaders Predict Walkout 
Unless Contract Is Negotiated

Earl Browder: 
Strikebreaker

By M IC H A EL CORT

The mine workers are now 
observing a 15 day truce in 
their fight with the operators, 
but there is no truce in the 
strike-breaking campaign of 
the Stalinists. The D aily  Work­
er ' is continuing its attacks 
against Lewis and the mine m i­
litants; C. P. organizers are 
busy organizing anti-Lewis 
meetings in the mine areas; 
Max Yergan of the Stalinist- 
dominated National Negro 
Congress is attempting to get 
the 100,000 Negro miners to 
scab against their white broth­
ers; and now Earl Browder 
himself is stumping the coun­
try  in an effort to cut o ff the 
miners from labor support.

Brow der spoke in  St. Louis on 
M ay 7, in  M ilwaukee on May 8 and 
in  B u ffa lo  on May 11, h u rlin g  the 
most vic ious slander against the 
m iners and a ttem pting  to sow 
discouragement and defeatism 
th roughou t the labor movement.

The Browder line  is the same as 
the D a ily  W orker’s which wrote 
e d ito r ia lly  on May 5, “ There are 
no circumstances in  th is  war 
which can ju s t ify  a s trike . . 
T h in k  th a t one. over! No inform ed 
w orker doubts th a t i t  is fear of 
s tr ik e  action w h ich  today slows 
the boss offensive against the 
unions. Should the workers fo llow  
the S ta lin is t line , the unions 
would be smashed w ith in  a m onth. 
W H A T BROWDER  
DEMANDS

In  h is St. Louts speech Browder 
said th a t s trikes would “ let loose 
explosions o f class strugg le in  
Am erica.”  B u t the facts are th a t 
the class strugg le is going on every

(Continued on page 3)
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DUNNE ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
COMES TO SPIRITED CLOSE

— B U LLE T IN —
M INNEAPO LIS, May 11 (By wire) —  V. R. Dunne, Social­

ist Workers Party candidate for mayor in yesterday’s primary 
election, was credited with 779 votes In the first election returns. 
The primary vote was the lowest in the city’s history, constituting 
a decline of 27% from 1941. Dunne’s vote represents a substan­
tial percentage increase over what he received as mayoralty 
candidate in 1937. He finished eighth among the ten candidates. 
The incumbent Republican, Kline, and H. Humphrey were nomin­
ated for the regular election to be held next month.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., May 9. —  In winding up a live­
ly  and spirited campaign as the Socialist Workers Party candi­
date for mayor of Minneapolis, V. R. Dunne, at a final election 
rally today challenged “ the other candidates who ask for the 
support of the working people”  to state their position on the
miners’ fight. '£>---------------------------------------------------

Speaking before an enthusias­
tic working class audience in the 
Minneapolis headquarters of the 
Socialist Workers Party on the 
subject, “The Fighting Miners 
Show the Way,” Comrade Dunne 
charged that, “The people’s 
democratic rights are being vio­
lated every day. Witness the vi­
cious campaign launched against 
the hard-pressed men in the coal 
mines who fight for nothing more 
than the right to a living wage.
The miners’ families are ‘ill-fed, 
ill-clothed, and ill-housed.’ The 
coal bosses live in wasteful lux­
ury.”

Applause greeted his forceful 
declaration: “I stand to the end 
with the miners’ union and its 
leadership against the greedy 
coal operators and the people in 
high places who do their bidding.”

D U N N E ’S RECORD
The long and honorable trade 

union record of the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  candidate fo r 
m ayor was recounted by H a rry  
DeBoer, campaign manager, in  
in tro du c ing  V. R. Dunne to a radio 
audience on F riday , M ay 7.

“ Since 1909 when lie came to 
M inneapolis to live, V incen t Ray­
mond Dunne has been an active 
w o rke r in  trade un ion and w ork 
in g  class p o lit ic a l movements,” 
said DeBoer.

Dunne’s early  organ izationa l ex­

periences in  the turbulent, labor 
movement of the W est as a mem­
ber o f the Western Federation of 
M iners and the In d u s tr ia l W ork­
ers of the W o rld ; h is early em­
ploym ent as an express wagon 
d riv e r; the fact th a t he was one 
of the firs t tru c k  d rive rs  on the 
streets of M inneapolis; his 
v ic tim iza tio n  d u rin g  the a n ti­
un ion drives a t the tim e  of the 
F irs t  W orld  W ar; his w ork in  the 
coal in d u s try  fo r fourteen years 
and h is discharge in  1931 because 
“ he and his co-workers were meet­
in g  w ith  increasing success in  
organ iz ing  the overworked and 
underpaid coal yard d rive rs  and 
laborers”  were a ll described.

OUTSTANDING U NIO N  
BUILDER

H im se lf a pioneer of General 
D rive rs ’ Union, Local 574, and one 
of those wounded in  the famous 
s trikes  of 1934, H a rry  DeBoer 
spoke w ith  real fee ling of Dunne’s 
con tribu tions to the d rive rs ’ move­
ment.:

“With the firm establishment 
of General Drivers’ Union, Local 
574, he became an organizer for 
the union which he had played 
such an important part in build­
ing. The mighty role of Local 
574 —■ later Local 544 — in aid­
ing the workers of Minneapolis

(Continued on page 2)

Senate Adopts 
Anti-Labor Bill
Connolly Bill 
Passes Senate By 
Overwhelming Vote

The Connally a n ti-s tr ike  b ill,  
w h ich  i f  successfully enforced 
would go fa r  toward the creation 
of slave labor in  Am erica, passed 
the Senate on May 5 by the over­
w he lm ing vote o f 63 to 16. As 
now constituted, the b i l l  empow­
ers the  President, to seize any 
w ar p la n t o r m ine whose produc­
tio n  is suspended because o f a 
labor dispute, and fixes c rim ina l 
penalties on un ion leaders i f  
unions s tr ik e  in  those p lan ts  o r 
mines.

Once a p lan t is seized by the 
executive, labor re la tions would 
be frozen, and no wage ad just­
ments would be allowed except 
those ordered by the W LB  
Since th is  an ti-labor body is com­
m itte d  to the “ L i t t le  Steel F o r­
m ula,”  i t  means: no wage in ­
creases.

Moreover, the essence o f the 
b il l is  th a t a ll collective bargain­
in g  r ig h ts  would be wiped out. As 
“ employes of the government,”  
w orkers would receive on ly  those 
wage and hour ad justm ents and 
w o rk in g  conditions w h ich  were 
handed to them by the govern­
ment. Under such conditions it 
would be impossible fo r  unions to 
fun c tion  in  pro tection of (he ir 
members.

Should such a h il l he adopted 
and enforced, employers would be 
able to in te n s ify  th e ir  own of­
fensives against the unions, se­
cure in  the knowledge that, no 
m a tte r how they vio lated the s ign ­
ed contracts the w orkers would 
no t dare s tr ik e  under pain of be­
com ing “ governm ent employes,”  
that, is, stripped of a ll r igh ts .

The b i l l  is  now before the 
House, whose M il ita ry  A ffa irs  
Com m ittee has voted to make the 
b i l l  even m ore drastic.

Govt. Tries to 
Head Off Militant 
Action By Meager 
‘Roll Call’ Move

B y C. Charles

Obviously intended as a no­
tice that the wage demands of 
thè miners and other workers 
would be denied under the pre­
text that prices are being “ ro ll­
ed back," the Office o f Price 
Administration this week an­
nounced that starting June 1, 
prices o f seven items would be 
reduced by 10%. The items in­
clude meats, butter and coffee.

The “ ro l l back”  in  prices is to 
be achieved through a subsidy to 
the meat packers, da iries and cof­
fee processors.

At. the same tim e the OPA pro­
mises s tr ic te r enforcem ent of 
price ceilings.

These promises w il l  not succeed 
in  the least in  changing the 
w orkers ’ m inds concerning the 
urgent need fo r wage increases to 
meet the r is in g  cost, of liv in g .

COMPLETELY IN A D EQ U A TE
First of all, the workers know 

that the increases in the prices 
of necessities have been far 
greater than 10% on a few items. 
Reductions of a cent or two on 
items »which have increased in 
price by 20 and 30 cents will not 
mean much to the workers.

The Am erican Federation o f L a ­
bor lias made a study of real 
prices o f goods used by workers. 
The A F L  survey shows that 
prices of food in. m any cities have 
increased by over 100% since Jan­
ua ry  7, 1941.

A nd prices continue to skyrock­
et. P rice  increases granted by the 
OPA in  February were douUle 
those in  the previous m onth ( in ­
creasing by 1% as against the 
Z i%  o f Janua ry). On M ay 4, 
OPA o ffic ia ls  adm itted th a t food 
prices were "p ra c tic a lly  ou t of 
con tro l.”

PAYING  FOR SUBSIDIES
Accord ing to the OPA " ro ll 

back”  plan, the meat packers, da i­
ries and coffee processors w i l l  be 
subsidized by the governm ent to 
the amount, of 3300,000,000, so 
tha t the in d u s tr ia lis ts  w ill be 
able to meet increased costs w ith ­
ou t c u ttin g  p ro fits , o r ra is ing  
prices. W here w i l l  th is  m oney fo r  
the subsidies come fro m ?

The answer is nor. d ifficu lt, to 
find . In  tbe c ity  of W ashington, 
where the OPA is p lann ing  to 
m a in ta in  ca p ita lis t p ro fits  by g iv ­
in g  huge subsidies to food corpor­
ations, Congress is now discussing 
tax  leg is la tion.

In  the Congressional chambers 
a tax program  is being drafted 
upon the basic p rin c ip le  tha t the 
workers must, bear heavier tax

(Continued on page 2)

Union Members Are Prepared 
To Fight As Truce Nears End
W ar Labor Board Crisis Sharpens and 
AFL, CIO Call Emergency Conferences

By P h ilip  B lake

May 12 —  A  new coal stoppage can be expected 
at the end o f  the 15-day truce  on May 18 i f  a con­
trac t is no t negotiated by  tha t tim e , leaders o f  the 
U n ited  M iné W orkers  in  several im p o rta n t m in in g  
d is tric ts  warned th is  week.

On May 7 P resident Roosevelt to ld  h is  press con­
ference tha t he regards w orkers in  the m ines w h ich  
have been taken over by the governm ent as govern­
m ent employes who have no r ig h t to  s trike . T h is  
was understood as a sign of the administration’s readiness to use 
every means at its disposal to break another coal strike and to 
uphold the authority of the greatly discredited W ar Labor Board.

But Roosevelt was answered only a few hours later when John 
P. Busarello, president of District 5 of the U M W i declared that' 
unless an agreement covering the Appalachian mine field was 
reached by midnight, May 18, “there will be no bituminous fuel 
produced in this district at. least.” He reported that the union’s 
district board, covering the de-S- 
cisive Pittsburgh area, had voted 
to carry out “the traditional po­
licy of ‘no contract, no work’ ”
after the truce deadline expired. 

“IF  TH IS  IS NOT DONE. . .”
Since then a num ber of other 

im p o rtan t sections of the uuion 
havp adopted the same position. 
Am ong these was D is tr ic t  6 in  
Ohio and the W est V irg in ia  
Panhandle, whose president, John 
Owens, long know n as an im ­
p o rta n t lieu tenan t of the Lew is ad­
m in is tra tio n  in  the u n i o  n, 
declared:

“We assumed when President 
Roosevelt instructed the solid 
fuels administrator (Ickes) to 
seize the mines and operate them, 
that they would negotiate wages 
and conditions of employment 
during the fifteen days of exten­
sion of the old agreement. I f  this 
is not done, the miners are de­
termined to cease work.”

The un ion locals in  W yom ing,

M IN E PRO FITS  
ROSE IN  1943

Prosperity continues for the 
mining companies.

According to the April issue 
of the monthly bulletin of the 
National City Bank, 30 lead­
ing coal mines received 16% 
more profits in 1942 than in 
1941. Theyy got $23,980,000 in 
1942 as against $20,623,000 in 
the previous year. These prof­
it. figures are computed after 
the payment of all taxes, re: 
serve funds, etc.

It  is to protect these profits 
that the mine operators are 
fighting the mine union. I t  was 
to help protect these profits 
that the powerful forces of the 
government and the daily 
press attacked the miners.

Utah, M issouri, ¡Kansas, W ash­
ington. Colorado and New Mexico 
have also sign ified th e ir  in te n tio n  
of no t "trespassing" on the mines 
i f  no settlem ent is reached by 
m id n ig h t of May 1®.

U N IO N  ACTIONS
No w ord has been issued by the 

UM W  po licy  com m ittee since la s t 
week when Lew is announced the 
15-day truce  fo llo w in g  .th e  agree­
m ent he cla im s was reached w ith  
Ickes, bu t the pos ition  o f the 
un ion is clear nevertheless. Not 
on ly  the statem ents of d is tr ic t  o f­
ficia ls, bu t reg re tfu l reports in  the 
c a p ita lis t press th a t the m iners 
support the Lew is po licy, a ttest 
to the fa c t th a t the m iners are 
ready to figh t i f  no agreement is 
reached.

This was shown also by the 
prompt walkout of a number of 
locals after some of the mine 
operators served notice they in­
tended to fine each miher $1 for 
each day they were out during 
the recent strike.

A nd i t  was demonstrated again 
when Tower H i l l  Local 7674 in  
the P ittsbu rgh  area fined 25 mem­
bers $5 each fo r  w o rk in g  when 
tho un ion  walked ou t a fte r the 
con tract expired on A p r il 30. T h is  
was a s ign o f the d isc ip lined  
a ttitu d e  o f the un ion, possible 
on ly  because those' f lo u tin g  the 
organ iza tion ’s decisions consti­
tu ted a ve ry  sm all m in o r ity  of 
its  members.

GOVERNM ENT MOVES
M eanw hile there  were m any 

signs th a t the governm ent too was 
p repa ring  to stand fas t in  the 
m ine wage dispute.

The Connally anti-strike bill, 
which was clearly aimed against 
the United Mine Workers, was

(Continued on page 3)

ALP Council Asks Unions To 
Organize On Political Field

The trade unions should unite 
their forces and begin im­
mediate organization on the 
political field to combat a grow­
ing anti-labor offensive, the 
Trade Union Council o f the 
American Labor Party stated 
last week in an appeal ad­
dressed to the trade unionists 
of America; The council repre­
sents over 500,000 organized 
workers in New York.

The appeal begins by no ting  
th a t “ fo r  the last, s ix m onths re­
action has been r id in g  high over 
a large pa rt of the United States.”  
As a resu lt of leg is la tion  adopted 
in various states and presented lo 
Congress, “ the very existence of 
an effective trade union move­
ment. is at. stake.”  Tt. continues:

ANTI-LABO R O FFENSIVE
“ In  Kansas, Colorado and Tex­

as, in  South Dakota and Arkansas, 
in  Idaho and M ississippi, the 
an ti-labor crusaders have t r i ­
umphed. Some of the laws passed

in  these states are d rastic  beyond 
precedent.

“ In  Congress, the Hobbs b ill,  
w h ich  responsible labor spokes­
men have denounced fo r  in fr in g ­
ing  on labo r’s established righ ts  
under federal statutes, passed the 
House early  las t m onth aud is 
now before the Senate. O ther 
b ills , even more vicious, have 
been in troduced and re ferred to 
various Congressional com m it­
tees . . .

“A nation-wide conspiracy is 
under way to hamstring the labor 
unions and to undermine the 
social achievements of the past 
decade.

There is evidence tha t the so- 
called C h ris tian  A m erican Asso­
cia tion . a v icious reactionary ou t­
f it  tha t has been described as 
ju s t another fo rm  of the lvu K lu x  
K lan. is behind tho drive. Cer­
ta in ly  the campaign has the sup­
po rt o f a l l reactionaries, labor- 
ha lers and open-shoppers in  the 
country. They mean to cripp le  
the trade un ions and they do not 
serupple to exp lo it the present

w ar emergency 
ends.

to a tta in  th e ir

NO T IM E  TO LOSE
“ There is no tim e to be lost. So 

Car, on ly  ce rta in  sections o f the 
coun try  have b'een affected, bu t 
le t no one say that, h is state or 
h is com m unity  is  im m une. Un­
l e s s  the organized w orkers 
th roughou t the country , together 
w ith  the rest of libera l-m inded 
c itizenry , m obilize th e ir  forces to 
res is t the offensive of the labor- 
haters, no state, no com m unity  
w ill be safe . . .

“ The T rade Union Council of 
the A m erican Labor Party , rep­
resenting  over 500,000 organized 
workers o f New Y ork  State both 
A F L  and CIO, appeals to organ-, 
ized labor th roughou t tbe country 
to take im m ediate action to meet 
the danger th a t is th rea ten ing  us 
a ll.

"T he  f ir s t  and most, essential 
requ irem ent is u n ity  of action on 
the pa rt of labor. As long as la-

(Continued on page 2)

Protest Against 
The Davies' Film



T W O  — T H E  M I L I T A N T SATURDAY, MAY 15, 1943

By M ichael C ort

One thousand UAW -CIO dele-
gates, representing v ir tu a lly  every 
a irc ra ft  and autom obile p lan t on 
the east coast, m et in  New Y ork  
on May, 6 fo r  a reg ional con­
ference and voted support fo r  the 
m iners in  th e ir  s trugg le  to Win 
a l iv in g  wage.

The reso lu tion said:
“Whereas the miners are now 

engaged in a bitter struggle for 
a decent living standard, and 
whereas this struggle may con­
ceivable break out into industrial 
warfare of the old kind, and 
where as the miners will be op­
posed in their just demands by 
various anti-labor forces, and the 
fight against John L. Lewis is 
not the issue in this particular 
case, and whereas it  is evident 
that the miner’s fight, involving 
as it  does the struggle against 
lowering the living standard, is 
actually the fight of every work­
ing man and woman of America; 
therefore be it resolved that the 
delegates here concerned go on 
record as endorsing the demands 
of the miners.”

The conference also condemned 
incentive pay plans now being 
pushed by the S ta lin is ts .

*  *  *

F o r the firs t tim e  in  the storm y 
100 year h is to ry  o f tex tile s  in  
New Bedford, the w orkers have 
forced the employers to s it  around 
the co llective ba rga in ing  table 
and ad just wages and hours and 
w o rk in g  conditions. The T ex tile  
W orkers U n ion, CIO, has fin a lly  
backed the New Bedford Cotton 
M anufacturers Association to the 
w a ll and forced i t  to surrender a 
Union shop, check-bff of un ion 
dues, se n io rity  grievance m ach i­
ne ry  and pay fo r  tim e  los t by 
Shop stewards and committeemen 
in  ad ju s ting  grievances.
12,500 te x tile  w orkers are covered 

by  the new pact w h ich  was 
negotiated on A p r i l 30.

The na tiona l un ion is m eeting 
in  convention th is  week in  New 
York C ity .

*  *  *  “

Brewster aircraft Local 365 of 
the UAW -CIO , has withdrawn 
from the Stalinist-dominated 
Greater New York Industrial 
Union Council. The local charged 
that the Council was more con­
cerned with “political maneuvers” 
than with wages and conditions 
for the workers.

Top un ion bureaucrats, w ith  
the a id  of the W LB  and the em­
ployers, broke two m ore s trikes 
th is  week. In te rn a tio n a l officers 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Association 
o f M achin ists, A F L , forced s t r ik ­
in g  w orkers a t the A ir  Reduction 
Sales Company to subm it th e ir

case to  the W L B  and re tu rn  to 
w ork. T h e ir  case was th a t the 
W LB  had fa iled  to act on a wage 
raise granted thqm  by a referee.

Thus the WLB becomes the 
Jury and the judge of its own 
sins.

The o ther s tr ik e  wàs conducted 
by Local 669 UAW -CIO against 
W rig h t Aeronautica l Corporation 
in  Paterson, N. J., and was broken 
when the s tr ik in g  w orkers in  the 
magnesium fou nd ry  were con­
demned by the U Á W  top leaders 
and in fo rm ed by the employer 
th a t they w ou ld  be fired i f  they 
d id  no t re tu rn  to w o rk  by M ay 5.

Thè s tr ik e  Was over a cut in  
incen tive  bonus pay. Once the 
workers áre tied  to thè incentive 
system, they  a re  open to  a ll sorts 
of ch ise ling  fro m  thè employer 
(E a rl B row dèr n o tw ith s ta n d in g ).

*  *  i

Chevro let forem en are now o r ­
gan iz ing  under the UAW-CIO. 
T h is  news was contained in  the 
lead s to ry  o f the A p r i l 28 issue of 
The ^Searchlight, o ffic ia l organ of 
Local 659 in  F lin t.

“ A t  the firs t m eeting more than 
two m onths ago on ly  seven men 
were present,”  w rite s  the paper, 
“ w h ile  51 were in  attendance ai 
the m eeting held las t week."

While 51 foremen is not a large 
number, considering the size of 
the Chevrolet plant, it  Compares 
favorably with the attendance 
set at meetings of the auto work­
ers when they were first organ­
izing.

The un ion  is m a in ta in in g  the 
utm ost secrecy concern ing its  
plans fo r  o rgan iz ing  foremen, 
since these men are unprotected 
by un ion  con tract and employer 
vengeance would fa ll s w ift ly  and 
sure ly  i f  th e ir  names were reveal­
ed prem ature ly.

M eanwhile Congress has a l­
ready received a num ber o f em­
p loyer insp ired b ills  aimed at 
denying “ the non-commissioned 
officers of in d u s try ”  the  r ig h t of 
collective bargain ing.

* # *
M any industries  fled  to Canada 

d u rin g  the 1930’s to escape union 
o rgan iza tion  (and of course to 
exp lo it the Canadian m arke t). 
T h is  week another of these 
¡fugitives fro m  un ion wages and 
conditions was cornered by the 
U n ited E lec trica l, Radio and 
M achine W orkers, CIO, and forced 
to sign a contract.. Genelco, L td ., 
a subsid iary o f the General Elec­
t r ic  Company, surrendered in 
Peterboro, O ntario , on May 3.

T h is  is the f irs t  tim e  in  the 
h is to ry  of Canadian GE th a t the 
company has fu l ly  recognized a 
union.

New York Sunday Forum 
Ends Successful Series

W ith  las t week’s lecture by 
W illia m  F. W arde on “ Roosevelt 
and the Coal C ris is ,”  the Sunday 
N ig h t Forum  of the New York 
School o f Social Science completed 
its  h ig h ly  successful spring  series 
o f lectures on labor problems.

I t  was the aim  o f the school to 
b r in g  lead ing M arx is t speakers to 
the pub lic  on im p o rtan t questions 
o f the day. Am ong the speakers at 
the fo rum  -were A lb e rt Goldman, 
E. R. F rank , F e lix  M orrow , C. 
Charles, W ill ia m  F. Warde, John 
G. W rig h t and others. The at­
tendance was excellent and 
reached a h igh  p o in t a t A lb e rt 
Goldm an’s lecture on the E rlich - 
A lte r  case. Labor problems, v ita l 
p o lit ic a l issues, and the discussion 
around the film  “ M ission To Mos­
cow”  drew a new audience w h ich  
expressed a great in te res t in  the 
w ork  of the school and signified 
the in te n tio n  of a ttend ing  fa ll

sessions and fu tu re  ac tiv itie s  of 
the school.

W h ile  the fo rum  las t Sunday 
was the last to  be scheduled in  
the regu lar series, there W ill be 
im p o rtan t sing le  lectures given 
d u rin g  the summer.

The W inter series given by the 
School included ta lks  on "A m e ri­
can Economy a t W ar,”  by C. 
Charles and "C o lon ia l Peoples and 
the Second W orld  W ar,”  by John 
G. W rig h t. The series on “ D ialec­
tic a l M a te ria lism ”  by W arde 
a ttracted record crow ds add ex­
tended over 9 week's.

The lectures on “ The Soviet 
Union, 1917-1943,”  given by F e lix  
M orrow  every Wednesday evening, 
w i l l  continue fo r  two more weeks.

The New Y ork  School of Social 
Science w i l l  reopen its  regu lar 
Sunday N ig h t F o rum  and lecture 
series in  the fa ll. W atch The 
M ilita n t  fo r fu tu re  announcements.
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The Office of Price Administration on M ay 9 made public its official report of an in -®  
vestigation into the price of food in the nation's coal mining areas.

The OPA survey of prices jn the coal fields was ordered by President Roosevelt after 
John L. Lewis declared that the cost o f liv ing fo r  miners had soared to such heights as to 
make it impossible for them to obtain primary necessities without wage increases.

The OPA report on the mi-® 
ning areas is a whitewash of 
Jhe food companies, company 
and retail stores. Released a 
few days before the expiration 
of the 15 day truce in the mine 
dispute, the report is above all 
an attempt to confuse the Amer­
ican working class as to what 
is going on in the mining re­
gions.

The most brazen conclusion of 
the OPA rep o rt is  th a t “ actual 
prices on the com m odities check­
ed”  average “ about 5%  above 
ce ilin g  prices.”

Tbe rep o rt fu r th e r  asserts th a t 
w h ile  substantia l v io la tions  of 
OPA m axim um  price regulations 
were general, food costs were “ not 
ou t o f lin e  w ith  prices in  nearby 
c ities.”

HOW T H E Y  “IN VESTIG A TED ”
The investigators limited them­

selves to surveying stores com­
plying with OPA regulations; 
they made no attempt to discover 
the total (legal and illegal) price 
increases since January 1941.

F urtherm ore, the investigators 
fra n k ly  adm it in  th e ir  report tha t

they made no attem pt to actua lly  
buy goods a t the lis ted prices. They 
a rrived  a t th e ir  conclusions by 
ta k in g  the posted lis t  of OPA 
m axim um  prices as the rea l prices 
and by ta k in g  the storekeeper’s 
word fo r  i t  th a t these were the 
prices a c tu a lly  charged the 
customer.

B u t every consumer knows th a t 
the O PA ceilings are no t W orth 
the paper they are p r in te d  on. 
The ce iling  prices m ay be posted 
a ll over a store, b u t unless the 
custom er is w ill in g  to  pay fa r  
above the lis ted  prices, he o r she 
cannot buy any goods. T h is  fa c t 
seems to  have escaped the in ­
vestiga tors .

FOR TH E  T IM E  ONLY
I t  likew ise  seems th a t they 

made no e ffo r t to discover i f  the 
prices had been lowered s im u l­
taneously w ith  the announcement 
o f the investigation .

The M il ita n t ’s correspondent in  
the coal fields, A r t  Preis, reported 
last week th a t no sooner was the 
news of an im pending investiga­
tion  announced than the stores 
In the m in in g  areas h u rrie d ly  
reduced prices. Even then, they

were, by the adm ission o f the in ­
vestigators, a t least 5% over legal 
ceilings. The m iners expect tha t 
s h o rtly  a fte r the  investiga tion  
prices w i l l  be h iked up again.

A G IVE-AW A Y
The statem ent th a t prices m iners 

pay are not out o f ‘lin e  w ith  those 
Of Uearby c ities  is a dead g ive­
away. F o r w hat are the prices in 
nearby cities?

The A F L  in  a study o f prices 
in  two typ ica l towns, showed that 
prices o f food a t the end o f March 
averaged 110% over thp  January, 
1941 figures in  Canton, Ohio, w h ile  
food and c lo th in g  prices together 
in  M ilwaukee, W isconsin, averaged 
79% over the January, 1941 
figures.

By the assertion that miners 
pay prices not “out of line”.w ith  
those in nearby cities, the OPA 
investigators help to underline 
the fact that living standards, 
not only of the milters, but of all 
workers, are being forced down 
by soaring prices and frozen 
wages. Not only the miners 
should receive wage increases, 
but other workers as Well.

Govt. Tries to 
Head Off Militant 
Action By Meager 
‘Roll Back’ Move

(Continued from  page 1)

ALP Urges Unions To 
Organize Politically

(Continued from page 1)

Dunne Election Campaign 
Comes To Spirited Close

(Continued from page 1)

and, in fact, of the entire north­
west, to obtain higher wages and 
better working conditions, is well 
known. To northwest workers 
the record of Vincent Dunne is 
completely identified with the 
glorious record of Local 544.”

In  describ ing the candidate’s 
active p a rtic ip a tio n  in  w o rk ing  
class p o lit ic a l movements DeBoer 
said, “ A long w ith  h is trade un ion 
organ ization w ork, he took an 
active p a rt in  organ iz ing  workers 
in to  the revo lu tiona ry  socia list 
movement. Expelled from  the

Stassen Leaves 
Office Same Way 
He Entered It

M IN N EA PO LIS—One of Gov­
ernor Harold Stassen’s first acts 
when he became the head of the 
Minnesota state government back 
in 1938 was to maneuver past 
the state legislature the notori­
ous Stassen Slave Labor Law. 
This law provided for a lengthy, 
waiting period before a union is 
permitted to strike, and was op­
posed by the union movement.

One o f Stassen’s la s t acts be­
fore he resigned office last m onth 
to accept a berth in  the Navy as 
a commissioned officer, was to 
sign, and thus enact in to  law , two 
more v ic ious ly  an ti-labor b ills .

One of these S.F. 612, requires 
that a vote be taken before a 
strike can be called, and makes 
it  unlawful for one union to aid 
another in disputes involving the 
processing and transportation of 
food. The second Stassen-backed 
law is even more vicious, provid­
ing for a “labor referee” to be 
appointed by the governor, with 
powers to “disqualify” a union 
from representing its member­
ship. The “referee” has the fur­
ther power to stick his nose in 
all union affairs, to subpoena 
witnesses, etc.

•Sander Genis, state CIO presi­
dent, has p u b lic ly  charged tha t 
Stassen double-crossed the un ion 
bureaucrats by s ign ing  the a n ti­
labor measures a fte r g iv in g  his 
word tha t he would not.

“The bill which you permitted 
to become law is as damaging 
to free labor as it  was in its 
original form when it was pro­
posed in the state senate. . . You 
have let us down and we have no 
way of explaining to our consti­
tuents why you as governor have 
not lived up to your commit­
ments,” whined Genis.

Even the A F L  Teamsters’ lead­
ers, who have zealously sought to 
protect Stassen from  the rank 
and file  w orkers ’ hatred, speak 
b it te r ly  in  the  Minnesota. 
Teamster about the need fo r labor 
to “ defeat those reactionaries who 
pretend to represent the in te rest 
o f a ll the people.”  They also 
threaten to challenge the la test 
Stassen laws in  the court.

In  a p a rtin g  e ffo r t to defend 
his an ti-labor measures Stassen 
claim ed tha t "the y  w ill promote 
democracy w ith in  labor organiza­
tions.”  T h is  is  the same Stassen 
who used a ll the powers of his 
office in  .1941 to prevent the 
M inneapolis d rive rs  from  ex­
e rc iz ing  th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h t  to 
select th e ir  own union.

Stassen left office as he en­
tered it — the relentless foe of 
unionism, the tool of tbe wealthy 
labor-haters in this state and na­
tion.

Com m unist P a rty  in  1929 fo r 
dem anding democracy W ith in  the 
p a rty  fo r  Leon T ro tsky  and his 
fo llowers, he is at present one of 
the na tiona l leaders of the A m e ri­
can T ro ts k y is t movement.”

D U N N E ’S RADIO SPEECH
In  h is  rad io  speech addressed 

to w o rk ing  men and Women, V. 
R. Dunne declared tha t “ the 
establishm ent of a W orkers ’ and 
Farm ers’ Government in  the 
U n ited States w i l l  mean the 
beginn ing o f the end of w orld  
cap ita lism  and along w ith  i t  the 
end of im p e ria lis t w a r and 
fascism.”

He warned th a t "A m erican 
open-shoppers and trade union 
busters long fo r a system of fascist 
con tro l in  th is  country. They 
dream of a ‘Nazism w ith o u t H i t ­
le r ’— a ‘Fascism w ith o u t Mus­
s o lin i’— a ‘M il ita ry  d ic ta torsh ip  
w ith o u t the M ikado’.”

The necessity fo r independent 
w o rk in g  class p o litica l action was 
s trong ly  stressed by Comrade 
Dunne. “ I t  is  h igh  tim e  th a t labor 
challenged the Republican and 
Democratic machines w ith  its  own 
po litica l pa rty ! The election of 
representatives by a nation-w ide 
Labor P a rty  would open up the 
poss ib ilities  fo r  the workers 
lo ca lly  and n a tion a lly  to legislate 
in  th e ir  own in terests,”  he stated.

He cloSed h is  speech w ith  a 
scorching a ttack on the “ flag- 
w av ing  profiteers who are today 
a ttem p ting  to w ipe ou t the gains 
made by a m il ita n t  labor move­
ment.”  Counterposing the SWP 
election program  to such an 
attem pt, he said:

“ I  stand fo r  a r is in g  scale o f 
wages to meet the r is in g  cost of 
liv in g . I  stand fo r increased 
benefits to the fam ilies  o f men 
in  the armed forces, fo r h igher 
pensions fo r  the aged and the 
m others o f dependent ch ildren, fo r 
free day nurseries fo r  the ch ild ren  
o f w o rk in g  mothers, fo r  an in ­
crease in  the appropria tions o f the 
Education and H ealth  Depart­

ments. I  stand fo r  equal pay fo r 
equal w o rk  fo r  women, fo r  the 
low ering  of the vo tin g  age to 18, 
fo r  trade un ion wages and the 
r ig h t of the ba llo t fo r the mem­
bers of the armed forces, fo r 
m il ita n t  in d u s tr ia l unions, fo r 
democracy in  the labor movement, 
fo r  an Independent Labor P a rty .”

OTHER CANDIDATES
Dunne’s fo rth r iig h t declaration 

in  support o f w o rkers ’ r ig h ts  is in  
m arked contrast to the feeble 
pronouncements o f the so-called 
labor candidates in  the p rim a ry  
election campaign. H . Hum phrey, 
the candidate endorsed by the 
A F L  Centra l Labor U n ion , is 
quoted as saying, “ I  have not made 
any com m itm ents to organized 
labor o r organized cap ita l. I  am 
not a stooge fo r anyone.”

In  the  name o f "u n ity .”  the CIO 
unions, contro lled by the S ta lin ­
ists, had agreed in  jo in t  con­
ference w ith  the Centra l Labor 
U n ion to support Hum phrey as 
the labor candidate fo r  mayor. 
O nly a week before the p rim a ry  
election, the CIO repudiated its  
fo rm er position  and announced 
th a t i t  was supporting  ho 
candidate fo r  mayor. CIO spokes­
men in fo rm a lly  to ld  newspaper 
reporters th a t the Republican 
incum bent fo r  mayor, M a rv in  L . 
K line , is  being favored in  some 
CIO circles.

Out o f th is  maze o f confusion 
and betrayal, V. R. Dunne emerges 
as the on ly  candidate w o rth y  of 
the support of M inneapolis Work­
in g  class voters.

Student Problems 
Left Unsolved 
By Conference
The firs t annual conference o f the 

United States S tudent Assembly 
ended in  a defeat o f the S ta lin is ts  
who attem pted to take over the 
organization. The conference was 
held a t the YW CA in  New Yoi-k 
C ity  oh M ay 7-9.

A  co n flic t occurred between the 
libe ra l bureaucrats who ru n  the 
organ ization and the S ta lin is t 
bureaucrats who’d lik e  to run  it .  
There was no rea l ideological con­
f l ic t  between the two groups, both 
of w h ich  agreed on supporting 
the w ar. T h is  was demonstrated 
most fo rc ib ly  by the fac t tha t 
despite the she llacking o f the 
S ta lin is ts  a t the Conference, the 
D a ily  W orke r  fo r  May 11 hailed 
i t  as a “ v ic to ry  fo r  the w ar 
e ffo rt.”

Students, and you th  in  general, 
w il l find no th ing  to solve th e ir  
problem in  th is  conference which 
abounded in  generalizations about 
a “ dynam ic rev is ion  o f society," 
a “ new Am erica,”  etc.

No re a lly  progressive and m il i ­
ta n t op in ion  was represented 
except possib ly fo r John Loeb, a 
delegate from  C a lifo rn ia , who was 
ha rd ly  able to represent a w o rk ­
ing class v iew po in t. Loeb was 
unable to get a reso lu tion put 
fo rw ard  w a rn ing  libe ra l and labor 
groups against the S ta lin is ts , nor 
was he allowed to present a resolu­
tion. defending c iv i l r ig h ts  fo r 
m in o r ity  p o lit ic a l parties.

Am ong the m any reactionary 
reso lutions passed was one ca lling  
John L. Lew is  a "psycho tic  labor 
leader”  and bracketing  h im  w ith  
the an ti-labor Eddie R ickenbacker 
as “ d isc red iting  labor.”  When 
Loeb tr ie d  to protest and defend 
the m ine workers, he was not 
recognized by the chairm an.

burdens, w h ile  the rich  are fav ­
ored.

The OPA subsidy will merely 
increase the tax burden of the 
workers. A t best, the workers 
may perhaps pay slightly less for 
a few food items, but proportion­
ately greater taxes. And in all 
likelihood thè workers will be 
loaded with 'higher faxes, and 
still be paying current or in­
creased prices for food, even 
after the subsidy.

V a l u e  o f  o p a  p r o m is e s

Can the OPA’s prom ise to “ ro ll 
back" be realized? I f  the OPA 
could not enforce previous price 
ceilings, w i l l  i t  be successful in 
the much more d if f ic u lt  task of 
en forc ing  the low er prices?

Since the OPA operates, w ith  a 
very  sm all s ta ff, on the basis of 
po lic ies designed to defend capi­
ta lis t p ro fits , the answer is clear: 
the OPA cannot enforce the new 
price ceilings any more than they 
could enforce the old.

A t  the Same tim e the cap ita lis t 
class is by no means un ited be­
h ind the subsidy plan. A group 
o f cap ita lis ts , represented by the 

fa rm  bloc”  and the food proces­
sors, are against the subsidy 
plan.

These dissidents figu re  tha t a l­
lo w in g  prices to rise free ly  is the 
best way o f increasing th e ir  p ro f­
its. I t  is  th is  group w hich a few 
weeks ago successfully opposed 
the Farm  S ecurity  Act, designed 
to aid sm all fa rm ers w ith  loans. 
A  few  m onths ago th is  group 
caused the te rm in a tio n  of .subsi­
dies to m ilk  producers, w h ich  re ­
sulted in  an Imm ediate jum p in 
m ilk  prices.

TH E  PROGRAM NEEDED
The w orkers would stumble 

in to  a p it fa ll i f  they supported 
one o r the other group of cap ita l­
ists. Instead they should f ig h t  to 
defend th e ir  standard o f liv in g  
by a com plete ly independent p ro ­
gram.

The w orkers m ust f i r s t  of a ll 
f ig h t  fo r  the r is in g  scale o f wages 
So th a t every increase in  prices 
w i l l  be m et by an increase in  
wages. A l l  labor should support 
the m iners in  th e ir  present s trug ­
gle to raise wages in  the face of 
increased l iv in g  costs.

The workers m ust o f course de­
mand th a t prices be stopped from  
going up and be ro lled back. B ut 
th is  cannot be accomplished by 
the im p o te n t 'ÓRA.

Instead, price con tro l and ra ­
t io n in g  m ust be placed under the 
eóntrò l of mass committees o f un­
ions, w o rk in g  fa rm ers and house­
w ives —  dedicated to the defense 
ò f thè  people’s l iv in g  standards 
and opposed to  a ll moves o f B ig  
Business to m a in ta in  and increase 
th e ir  p ro fits  by ra is ing  prices.

bor rem ains d ivided against itse lf, 
its  enemies w i l l  have an easy 
tim e.

“ Le t a ll labor organizations, 
A F L , CIO, R a ilw ay  Brotherhoods 
and U nited M ine W orkers, jo in  
hands n a tion a lly  and loca lly  in 
com bating th is  g row ing  menace 
to our common interests, to our 
very existence. Le t jo in t  coin- 
m ittees be established in  every 
state and in  every com m unity  to 
defend the labor movement a- 
ga inst a ttack  and to b ring  the 
case o f labor before the public. 
Here in  New Y ork  we are begin­
n ing  to bu ild  up such a group 
in  our Trade Union Council. 
Som ething of the k in d  m ust be 
developed everywhere i f  labor is 
to have the streng th  to weather 
the crisis.

PO LITICA L ACTION NEEDED
“Labor’s enemies are carrying 

their campaign to Congress and 
the state legislatures. Labor can 
answer only through political 
action. We, trade unionists who

form the backbone of the Amer­
ican Labor Party in the State of 
NeW York, urge our fellow-work­
ers everywhere to unite their 
forces politically into independent 
political organizations in each 
community and state. You cannot 
block the plots of the labor-haters 
unless you have political power, 
and to have political power you 
must organize. Take a tip froin 
us in New York where our party 
has polled over 400,000 votes and 
is a power to be reckoned with 
in the state. Labor everywhere 
can do the same or even better.

“ B u t fo r tha t i t  m ust have u n ity  
and organization, on t lie  p o lit ic a l 
as w e ll as on the in d u s tr ia l fro n t.

"F e llow -un ion is ts ! The tim e is 
short. Tom orrow  the Colorado, 
the Kansas or the Idaho law  m ay 
be adopted in  you r state. Then 
i t  w i l l  be too la te to prevent it .  
The tim e  to act is  now. U n ite  to 
defend 'the labor movem ent a- 
ga inst the reactionary offensive! 
Organize your forces p o lit ic a lly  in  
every state and com m unity  of 
th is  coun try .”

THE PROBLEM OF 
POST-WAR ITALY

By A. ROLAND

The w a r is entering a c ru c ia l roo t and branch. The w ay to crush
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phase not only in the m ilita ry  
sense, but in the political as 
well. The end of the campaign 
in North Africa places on the' 
order of the day for the Allied 
armies the problem of knock­
ing Ita ly  out of the war. While 
the first landing in Europe may 
not be in Ita ly  itself, that coun­
try  w ill be invaded in a not- 
too-distant future. I f  the poli­
tical steps taken by Roosevelt 
and Churchill in North Africa 
proved dishearteningly strong 
medicine for the liberal and 
social-democratic supporters of 
the war, they stand to be sadly 
cast down indeed at the poli­
cies to be pursued in Europe.

The Neio Leader recently  sent 
out a questionnaire  to many 
Ita lo -A m erican labor leaders and 
to some Ita lia n  an ti-fasc is t re ­
fugees. They were asked to answer 
the questions: A re  the A llies  at 
w a r w ith  “ one man.”  M usso lin i— 
or against the en tire  h iera rchy or 
fascism— its  roots and develop­
ments? How  sha ll tbe leaders of 
post-war I ta ly  be chosen?- Shall 
the U n ited States government 
take steps to render im m ediate 
help to the underground groups 
in  Ita ly ?

They did  no t d irec t these 
questions to the A llie d  lead­
ers. whose opin ions in  the 
m atter, i t  would seem, count a 
b it  more heav ily  than do those of 
the 'New Leader correspondents. 
The B r it is h  and U. S. governments 
have already answered the ques­
tions. C h u rch ill said i t  was on ly 
one man th a t the E ng lish  were 
fig h tin g  in  Ita ly , M ussolin i. Roose­
v e lt has ho t been qu ite as ous- 
spoken as h is  colleague, hu t the 
inferences are a ll there, p la in  to 
be seen.

C A PITA LIST ROOTS 
OF FASCISM

The p o lit ic a l stra teg is ts  o f 
dem dcratic capitalism , m ust o f 
necessity draw  a d is tin c tio n  be­
tween cap ita lism  and fascism. But 
in  th e ir  actions they are forced 
to  deal w ith  the re a lity  that 
cap ita lism  in  I ta ly  and Germany 
Was the creator and supporter of 
fascism. W ith o u t the b ru ta l and 
unbrid led  d ic ta to rsh ip  of H it le r  
and M ussolin i, cap ita lism  in  Ger­
m any and e a rlie r in  I ta ly  -would 
have gone under and been sup­
planted by socialism .

The roots o f fascism are ne ither 
more no r less than the roots of 
cap ita lism  in  u tte r  decay. Does 
the Neio Leader mean seriously to 
im p ly  th a t Roosevelt and C hur­
c h il l desire to destroy these roots, 
to crush cap ita lism  in  Ita ly ?  No 
doubt we w i l l  be to ld  th a t even 
these social - democrats know 
better, th a t w hat they expect is 
the resto ra tion  o f dem ocratic 
cap ita lism . B u t What do they mean 
by th is?  Ita lia n  defeat in  the w ar 
w i l l  b r in g  in  its  tra in  the greatest 
cris is  in  Ita lia n  h is to ry . How W ill 
the Neio Leader suspend the class 
strugg le th a t is bound to burst 
fo r th  when M usso lin i flees the 
country?

The question as to w hether the 
U. S. government shall take steps 
to help the underground move 
m ent in  I ta ly  is laughable. Roose 
v e lt gave h is answer in  the case 
o f F rance when he recognized 
G iraud who refused po in tb lank  to 
have an y th in g  whatever to do w ith  
the French underground. The 
G irauds, assisted by the A llied  
arm ies, w i l l  make every e ffo rt 
res t assured, to suppress the 
underground, the m ost im p o rtan t 
section of Which includes the 
labor and soc ia lis t elements. Just 
how the social-democrats can ask 
fo r  aid to the underground, and 
a t the same tim e  support the idea 
o f po lic ing  Europe a fte r v ic to ry , 
w i l l  no t be expla ined c learly  by 
them. Back o f the po lic ing  o f the 
"new ”  Europe lies precisely the 
aim  of p reven ting  the class strug-

fascism is to replace i t  by social­
ism.

C apita lism  can be m ainta ined 
in  post-war Europe on ly  by 
p reven ting  the w orkers and 
peasants from  free ly  and demo­
c ra tic a lly  u n it in g  to ca rry  out 
th e ir  own aims. Capita lism  can h.e 
upheld on ly  by us ing m any o f 
those very  same elements th a t 
prev iously  supported fascism. H i t ­
le r  and M usso lin i were d ic ta tors, 
.true enough ,'bu t they Were a fte r 
a ll on ly the spokesmen fo r  
m onopoly cap ita lism . C h u rch ill 
and Roosevelt have no desire to  
destroy the m onopoly cap ita lis ts  
o f I ta ly . Quite the con tra ry, they 
w ish  to en lis t these same b ig  
bankers and in d u s tr ia lis ts  on the 
side of the v ic to rious  A llie s  to  
ca rry  ou t a reg im e m ore to the 
l ik in g  o f the U n ited Nations than 
th a t o f M usso lin i o r H itle r .

H ow  w il l  the leaders o f post­
w a r I ta ly  be chosen? E m pha tica lly  
not according to the w i l l  o f the 
Ita lia n  masses. They w i l l  be 
chosen according to how safe they 
w il l  make I ta ly  fo r  cap ita lism . I t  
is c lear a lready th a t no t the 
s ligh test e ffo r t w i l l  be made to 
dethrone the I ta lia n  m onarchy 
and substitu te  fo r i t  a dem ocratic 
republic. How  could one expect 
tha t from  leaders who even 
proposed (perhaps s t i l l  do) to 
restore to power the m ost reac­
tio n a ry  of a ll monarchies, th a t of 
the Habsburgs? W ha t the A llie d  
command proposes is to set up 
a to ta lita r ia n  regim e based on the 
power o f armed m ig h t. O f course 
thè w ors t o f the fasc is t leaders 
w i l l  be ousted, perhaps punished. 
B u t the real masters back of the 
fascist po litic ians, the b ig  finan­
ciers, w i l l  no t be touched. In  fac t 
any Ita lia n  who tr ies  to harm  
these figures or th e ir  system w i l l  
‘find h im se lf in  need o f A llie d  
re-education.

Of course, these answers to the 
naive questions of the 'Neio Leader 
have been given on the assump­
tio n  tha t the aim s of the demo­
c ra tic  cap ita lis ts  are carried  tìu t 
in  life . -There precise ly lies the 
worm  o f doubt th a t d is tu rbs the 
innards of the ca p ita lis t po liticos. 
Can the masses of I ta ly , la te r of 
Germany, be made to subm it to 
th e ir  ru lin g  class? A fte r  a ll, no 
other ru lin g  class can be Sub­
s titu ted  fo r the one w h ich  led the 
na tion  in to  such su ffe rin g  and 
defeat. Some new surface o f th is  
ru lin g  class w il l  be presented as 
though i t  were e n tire ly  d iffe re n t 
from  the old brand, bu t w i l l  th is  
deception take?

B u t the New Leader m anifests 
the greatest of fa ith  in  the masses 
— in  words. W hat does its  support 
o f long-term  occupation o f the 
fascist countries a fte r th e ir  defeat 
mean then? I t  means ju s t about 
the same th in g  in  th e ir  case as 
in  th a t of the o u trig h t cap ita lis ts. 
I t  proves th e ir  fear and d is tru s t 
of the masses of to ilers. Social- 
democracy shows in  th is  way th a t 
i t  knows i t  cannot ru le  w ith ò u t 
the  aid of thè cap ita lis ts  against 
the m a jo rity . F o r the sake o f the 
plum s of power, social democracy 
is w ill in g  to deceive thè masses 
and uphold cap ita lism . B u t 
cap ita lism  cannot a ffo rd  to tu rn  
to social democracy in  the im ­
mediate post-war period. T ha t 
would be much too dangerous, be­
cause social democracy would be 
en tire ly  too weak to hold back the  
tide  th a t m ust in e v ita b ly  sweep 
over Europe. A ll the p o lic in g  In  
the w orld  w i l l  no t stem th is  tide.

The questions o f the Mew 
Leader have thus been answered. 
The ve ry  posing o f the questions 
shows th a t the social-democrats 
are p repa ring  to step from  under 
the respons ib ility  of having sup­
ported the w ar on the basis of 
aim s th a t never existed. The w ar 
is en te ring  a period when the rea l 
aim s w ill-  become clear fo r  a l l to 
see.
gle and suppressing those who 
w an t re a lly  to destroy fascism,

O PA  Whitewashes Violations O f 
Price Ceilings In Mining Areas
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Struggle
<By A lb e rt P a rke r.

Problems Facing The NAACP Conference
We T ro tsky is ts  are seriously 

concerned about the corning na­
t io n a l conferences o f the N ational 
Association fo r the Advancement, 
o f Colored People ( in  D e tro it, 
June 3-6) and o f the March-On- 
W ash ing ton  Movement ( in  C h i­
cago, June 30-July 4) because we 
recognize them to be the most 
im p o rta n t organizations of the Ne­
gro people and because we want 
to  see them transform ed in to  more 
e ffec tive  figh te rs  against J im  
Crowism . For th a t reason we in ­
tend du rin g  the com ing Weeks to 
devote m ost of th is  column to the 
problems fac ing  the delegates to 
these conferences. Because the 
NAACP ga thering  comes f irs t,  we 
sha ll discuss i t  f irs t.

L e t’s open the discussion by 
ca llin g  a tten tion  to a fro n t page 
e d ito r ia l in  last week’s PittsbiCrgh 
C ourie r (M ay 8) w h ich takes up 
the  s itu a tio n  fac ing the two con­
ferences and subjects the tw o o r­
ganizations to c ritic ism . I t  is 
w o rth w h ile  quoting a l i t t le  from  
th is  e d ito r ia l in  the most w idely- 
read Negro paper in  the coun try :

. . it seems clear that the 
whole tendency in this country is 
toward a more strictly bi-racial 
civilization in which colored peo­
ple will be ‘frozen’ into the status 
of second-class citizens and from, 
which they will be unable to 
emerge.

“ I t  is  u n lik e ly  th a t th is  trend 
tow ard b i-rac ia lism  w il l  be less­
ened w ith  the end of the w ar. On 
the con tra ry, i t  m ay w e ll be ac­
celerated u n t il thp color caste sys­
tem  becomes ‘fixed, fas t and 
frozen’ lik e  the H indu  caste sys­
tem, unless i t  can be e ffec tive ly  
combatted.

"T h is  is the problem fac ing our 
organizations, and because A m eri­
can colored people are pacing the 
progress o f the w orld , the strategy 
determ ined by these two organiza­
tions  a t th e ir  com ing conferences 
w i l l  in  large p a rt determ ine the 
fu tu re  o f the colored world .

“Under the circumstances it  is 
unfortunate that the leadership 
of both these organizations seem 
baffled by the tremendous prob­
lems con fro n tin g  colored people.”

The ed ito ria l then lig h t ly  d is­
poses o f the MOWM as “ v is ion­
a ry ”  and its  leaders as "irrespcm, 
sib le,”  decla ring  th a t the NAACP 
is  “ saner, m ore constructive, more 
experienced and im m easurably 
la rge r and more pow erfu l,”  tha t 
i t ‘ ‘has a great num ber Of ach­
ievem ents to its  c red it, and inore 
than any o ther organ ization, i t  
has helped to d e fin ite ly  slow the 
na tiona l trend  toward tha t b i-ra­
c ia lism  w h ich  w i l l  sound forever 
the death k n e ll o f our aspirations.

“But the NAACP, with its self- 
perpetuating board of directors, 
its oligarchic structure, its archaic 
administative machinery, i t s  
farcical annual meetings and its 
increasing centralization of opera­
tions, is fa r  from being the sort 
of instrumentality capable of 
leading the Negro out of the 
wilderness of segregation into 
the green fields of democracy.

“ Democracy m ust begin a t home 
and the effectiveness of the NÁA- 
CP would be im m easurably in ­
creased i f  i t  had an adm in is tra -

tion  elected by and answerable 
to the ra n k  and f i le  membership.

“ The NAACP has become a 
mere protest legal a id  and lob­
bying agency, and w h ile  its  ach­
ievements as such have been note­
w orthy, i t  has been unable by th is  
po licy to secure a real mass mem­
bership because its  appeal has not 
been broad enough.

“ In  a s itu a tio n  c ry in g  fo r  new 
techniques, its  leadership fo llows 
the old ones. W h ile  the need is 
fo r broad-visioned statesmanship 
w h ich can rise  above the s tr ide n t 
pro test against obvious in justices, 
the association too often loses i t ­
self in  the tortuous s u p e rfic ia li­
ties of legalism  and the wearisome 
echoing o f the obvious.

“Colored people want, need and 
will overwhelmingly support an 
agency which will attack the evil 
of segregation on a broad front, 
which will enlist the wide masses 
of the colored people, which will 
recognize the necessity of educat­
ing the masses of white and 
colored people away from color- 
caste thinking, which will estab­
lish and maintain alliances with 
organized labor and other colored 
minorities. .

The Courier ed ito ria l then as­
serts th a t i t  expects no th ing  but 
ta lk  from  the MOWM conference, 
bu t we believe th a t something 

can —  and we hope tha t i t  w i l l  
—  come ou t of the NAACP D e tro it 
meeting.

“ There w i l l  be the oppo rtun ity  
to modernize ad m in is tra tive  ma­
chinery, to democratize contro l 
and to w o rk  out a new strategy 
capable of m aking  some discern­
ib le  headway against the powerfu l 
forces o f reaction.”

I f  we have taken up m ost of 
th is  colum n w ith  a quotation, i t  
is  because we are in  general 
agreement w ith  most of the 
Courier's  rem arks on the NAACP, 
a lthough we disagree qu ite strong­
ly  w ith  its  views on the M arcli- 
On-W ashington Movement and its  
fa ilu re  to co rrectly  estim ate the 
MOWM as a new organ ization re­
flec tin g  the desire of the Negro 
masses fo r AC TIO N  and weaken­
ed by the lack of good organizers.

Yes, it is true that the N A A C P  
has a. bureaucratic setup; its 
board of directors is little in 
touch with the Negro masses and 
is composed to a large extent of 
capitalist “humanitarians” and 
politicians; it  follows a dull 
routine and confines itself largely’ 
to lobbying, having little appeal 
to the average Negro worker or 
unionist. A ll this is true, just as 
it is true that the NAACP has 
done some good work in a limited 
field, but the Courier is wrong 
when it sums it up at that. For 
even if the NAACP’s administra­
tive machinery is modernized and 
democratized (and it certainly 
should be), that won’t  settle the 
problem. You can have a demo­
cratic organization and still get 
nowhere. Even more urgently 
needed is a revision in the basic 
policy of the NAACP—what the 
Courier calls a “new strategy” 
without being able to hint what 
that new strategy should be.

I t  is  th is  question wh ich we 
sha ll discuss next week.

Lessons O f The Coal Crisis
By W illia m  F. Warde

(The fo llow ing  are extracts  
fro m  a speech delivered on M ay 9 
before the Sunday N ig h t F orum  of 
the New Y o rk  School o f Social 
Science.)

The struggle between the 
miners and coal operators is 
one of the critical class batlles 
of our day. Upon its outcome 
hinges the fate of the American 
labor movement in the coming 
months.

Three main forces are in­
volved in this struggle. On one 
side stand half a m illion miners 
organized in the United Mine 
Workers. Opposing them are 
the coal operators under the 
command of the U. S. Steel cor­
poration controlled by {he 
House of Morgan. Maneuver­
ing between these two contend­
ing class forces is the Roose­
velt administration.

Since the no-strike agreement 
between Roosevelt and the CIO- 
A F L  leaders, a l l disputes between 
employers and the unions have 
been routed th rough government 
agencies and settled by the W ar 
Labor Board and s im ila r  bodies. 
T h is  surrender o f the strike- 
weapon and subord ination of 
organized labor to Roosevelt’s 
w a r polic ies have crippled the 
unions and worked en tire ly  to the 
advantage of the pro fiteering 
corporations. Grievances have been 
piled up fo r  months, then buvied 
in  th a t graveyard of grievances, 
the W LB . The L it t le  Steel 
F orm u la  has been used to deny 
wage increases to compensate fo i 
soaring liv in g  costs and taxes. 
M ilita n ts  who protested against 
these conditions and the policies 
th a t produced them have been 
slandered and v ic tim ized  by the 
M urray-G reen-S ta lin ist gang.

M INERS S TR IKE  
IN SELF-DEFENSE

T h is  para lysis of the trade union 
movement since Pearl H a rbo r has 
been broken by the firm  stand, the 
stubborn strugg le  and. figh ting  
s o lid a rity  o f the m iners in  defense 
o f th e ir  r igh ts . The m iners were 
d riven  to s tr ik e  by the economic 
consequences o f the w ar and the 
die-hard a ttitu d e  of the coal 
barons. “ W e’l l  stay out,”  declared 
one m in e r’s w ife , " u n t i l  he ll or 
prices freeze over.”

Supporters of RoOsevelt’S policies 
in  libe ra l and labor circles, w h ile  
professing sym pathy fo r  the 
m iners ’ grievances, oppose th e ir  
s tr ik e  actidn. They invoke a ll 
k in ds  of reasons w hy the m iners, 
despite th e ir  ju s t demands, should 
no t have walked out.

They say: "T he  m iners should 
w ith d ra w  th e ir  demands and 
sacrifice fo r  the common war 
e ffo rt.”  In  th is , they echo Roose­
v e lt who has ta lked a lo t  about 
“ equa lity  o f sacrifice.”  So fa r, the 
m iners have already sacrificed 
more than m ost o ther sections of 
the population. H igh  taxes and 
prices have slashed in to  th e ir  
l iv in g  standards. Roosevelt has 
frozen wages, bu t no t prices or 
pro fits . How much more are the 
m iners expected to sacrifice?

I f  the operators have th e ir  way, 
they w i l l  be pushed to the po in t 
of s ta rva tion , and beyond. B u t 
the m iners have determ ined to  call 
a h a lt here and now. They w ant 
to see the operators do a l i t t le  
sacrific ing  fo r a change and cough 
up a b it  o f th e ir  swollen profits.

A no ther argum ent: “ The nation 
needs production  a t a ll costs.”  
Last year the m iners produced 
more coal than ever before in  h is ­
to ry. They are w earing themselves 
out in  the process. To m a in ta in  
and increase production, i t  is 
essential to take care of the means 
of production. The m iners are the 
most im p o rta n t fac to r in  coal 
production. The operators take 
excellent care o f th e ir  m ine 
m ach inery because th e ir  cap ita l is 
invested- in  it .  B u t they w on't 
feed, clothe and house properly  
the men who use th a t m achinery.

When the operators cried tha t 
th e ir  costs of production  had in ­
creased the governm ent p rom ptly  
granted them  25 cents a ton more. 
B u t when the m ine  w orkers ask 
fo r h igher wages to compensate 
fo r  the r is in g  cost of food, c lo th­
ing  and shelter, the operators and 
th e ir  governm ent agents refuse.

In  po in t of fact, ne ithe r Wash­
ing ton  no r the operators are so 
much concerned w ith  the problem 
of guarantee ing coal production 
as w ith  m ak ing  the m iners and 
workers pay the costs of the w ar 
w h ile  guarantee ing p ro fits  to the 
coal operators and a ll cap ita lis ts.

OPERATORS FORCE 
STR IKE

"T h is  is  no tim e  to s tr ik e ,”  
argue the false " fr ie n d s ”  of the 
m iners. They choose to ignore the 
fact th a t the operators, not the 
UMW , prec ip ita ted the s tr ik e  by 
sabotaging the negotiations. When 
the operators sat back, ’offered 
no th ing  to  the m iners, and then 
walked out, d id  Roosevelt order

them  back to conclude a settle­
m ent w ith  the m iners? No. he 
welcomed them  to W ashington 
and placed the m ach inery o f the 
W LB  a t th e ir  disposal.

B u t When the m iners were 
d riven  as a las t resort to w a lk  out 
of the m ines, Roosevelt ordered 
them  back to w ork. H e treats the 
operators w ith  consideration and 
the m iners w ith  commands.

In  w ar o r in  peace, a s tr ik e  is 
never t im e ly  so fa r  as the bosses 
and th e ir  spokesmen are con­
cerned. I f  the m iners were to w a it 
u n t il cap ita lis ts  approved then- 
ac ting  in  self-defense, they would 
w a it forever.

B y  th e ir  m il ita n t action the 
m iners have reasserted the inde­
pendence o f organized labor. They 
have breached the fo rtif ic a tio n s  
Roosevelt has erected around the 
W LB  and h is  wage and job­
freezing edicts, to /p reven t the 
workers from  ob ta in ing  any wage- 
increases. They are w aging a 
m agnificent ba ttle  but they have 
no t ye t scored a decisive v ic to ry .

LABOR BACKS M INERS
A lready th e ir  f ig h t has inspired 

workers the coun try  over. T h is  is 
evidenced by the im p o rta n t UAW  
conferences held in  the past two 
weeks where one delegate a fte r 
another rose to castigate th e ir  
own cow ard ly leaders and to 
praise the m iners.

Roosevelt counted on iso la ting  
the m iners, fro m  the rest o f the 
labor movement, and smashing h is 
enemy, Lewis, and the UMW . The 
opposite has taken place. Despite 
the ambiguous and even s tr ik e ­

b reaking a ttitu d e  o f ce rta in  A F L  
and CIO offic ia ls, the bu lk  of rank 
and file  un ion is ts  support the 
m iners. Thanks to h is  aggressive 
and independent policies, I-eivis 
has done much to reh ab ilita te  his 
reputation.

T h is  represents the f irs t big 
break of a sizeable section of o r­
ganized labor w ith  Roosevelt and 
his domestic w a r policies. T h is  is a 
p o lit ic a l event of tremendous im ­
portance. W hatever John L. Lewis 
m ay do, i t  paves the way fo r the 
p o lit ic a l independence of labor and 
a break from  the Republican and 
Dem ocratic cap ita lis t parties. How 
m uch stronger the position of the 
m iners would be i f  they had th e ir 
own labor representatives in  Con­
gress to plead th e ir  case and to 
stop the flood of an ti-labor and. 
an ti-s tr ike  leg is la tion !

The m iners deserve the support 
o f every progressive w o rke r and 
fr ie n d  o f labor. Should the m iners 
be beaten down, the en tire  labor 
movement w i l l  suffer. The bosses 
w i l l  hold h igh  ho liday. The h is­
to ry  o f cap ita l-labor re la tions in  
the pre-war years w i l l  be reversed. 
Just as the g row th  of the UAW  
gave d irec t im petus and m ateria l 
support to in d u s tr ia l un ionism  
and the CIO, so a defeat of the 
m iners w ould g ive B ig  Business 
the green lig h t to crush, i f  they 
can, every pow erfu l un ion in  in ­
dustry.

I f  the m iners w in , every w o rk ­
e r stands to gain. The m iners 
are f ig h t in g  fo r  a l l o f Am erican 
labor. They are the shock-troops 
in  today’s srtugg le w ith  the 
bosses.

W alkout Predicted I f  
No Contract Is Signed

^Continued from page 1)

EARL BROWDER: STRIKEBREAKER
(Continued from page 1)

day in  the fo rm  o f wage cuts, 
f ir in g  of un ion ists, ch ise ling  on 
contracts, etc. W hat B rowder 
demands is th a t the w orkers do 
no t defend themselves, th a t they 
passively accept the status of 
slave labor.

T ry in g  to fr ig h te n  labor in to  
submission, B row der warns, "The 
most reactionary employers . . . 
(are) eagerly w a itin g  the oppor­
tu n ity  . . .  to perm anently cripp le  
the  trade unions.”  Of course! In  
w a r tim e  the employers are 
g re a tly  emboldened and attack 
upon the s ligh test pre text. And 
every re trea t on the p a rt of the 
w orkers is in te rpre ted as a sign 
o f weakness and calls fo rth  
redoubled blows against them.

B u t the workers w ill no t escape 
these blows by an ostrich -like  
ig n o rin g  o f the enemy; they w i l l  
escape them  and preserve th e ii 
un ions on ly  by the m ost m il ita n t 
and resolute self defense.

S t il l s ing ing  the tune of more- 
posts - on - governm ent -boards-for-

labor-leaders B row der charges tha t 
the d isc red iting  o f the W LB  was 
due la rge ly  to sabotage by Lewis 
and Reuther. These boards have 
sagged to the breaking po in t under 
the w e igh t of th e ir  own crimes 
against labor. I t  is the outraged 
ra n k  and file  un ion is ts  who are 
dem anding th a t th e ir  offic ia ls  
resign from  these bodies— and 
none too soon.

LABOR’S “FRIEN D S”
Brow der pretends to see no th ing 

.but treason in  the w orkers ’ 
resistance to these anti-un ion 
boards. H is cyn ica l lin e  contains 
no condemnation of the employers 
who created arid packed the boards 
— on ly  venomous outbursts against 
the w orkers fo r  re fus ing  to 
p e rm it any fu r th e r  slashes in  th e ir 
l iv in g  standards.

B row der pleads fo r  fa ith  in  
Roosevelt. The Roosevelt m yth 
was w orn  th in  under the blows 
suffered by the workers at the 
hands of th is  “ fr ien d  of labor,”  
but B row der s t i l l  tr ie s  to p u t th is  
m yth  over.

“ Labor cannot remedy the weak-

ness o f the ad m in is tra tio n  by 
jo in in g  its  enemies to destroy -it,”  
he says. “ B u t labor can remedy 
these weaknesses i f  i t  reso lu te ly 
condemns the use of s trikes or 
s tr ik e  threats. . .’ ’

B row der u n in te n tio n a lly  lets 
s lip  an im p o rta n t tru th  here. 
Should labor surrender the s tr ik e  
weapon, the ad m in is tra tion  would 
unquestionably be strengthened— 
so. would the en tire  cap ita lis t 
class, and so would the na tive  
fascists, friends of J im  Crow, etc. 
T h is  is  B row der’s rea l task: to 
strengthen the ad m in is tra tion  by 
rendering  labor prostra te, and to 
palm a ll th is  o ff as labor he lp ing 
ou t its  friend .

The workers from  coast to coast 
are beg inn ing to understand ju s t 
w ha t so rt o f friends  they have in  
W ashington, and they are now 
tu rn in g  from  them  tow ard depen 
dence upon th e ir  own strength 
and th e ir  own independent or 
ganizations. I t  w i l l  ;take more 
than B row der’s speeches to  make 
black appear as w h ite , and 
enemies as friends.

adopted by the Senate, with the 
support of most of the adminis­
tration’s followers.

The OPA announced th a t i t  
w ould “ ro l l back”  the prices of a 
few food item s, an ine ffec tua l 
gesture whose m ain  purpose was 
to confuse the m iners and d ive rt 
them from  the  strugg le fo r  h igher 
wages to meet the r is in g  cost of 
liv in g .

OPA officials issued a state- 
merit on price Violations in the 
mining areas which sought, to 
prove that prices in those areas 
are no higher than in other 
places —  an indication that the 
administration does not recognize 
the justice of the miners’ demand 
for wage raises. (See article on 
page 2).

A  W LB  panel continued to  hold, 
in  the absence of UM W  represen­
tatives, hearings on the m ine 
dispute. The progress of the hear­
ings by th is  week showed there 
was l i t t le  chance o f a decision by 
the W L B  its e lf  by May 18.

(A  N. Y. Tim es rep o rt th is  
m o rn ing  asserted th a t there was 
a po ss ib ility  o f a con tract being 
worked out between the an thrac ite  
operators and the union, and 
declared th a t th is  m ig h t persuade 
the W LB  panel to o ffe r some con­
cessions to the UM W  before May 
18. I t  is  reported th a t the labor 
members o f the W L B  are ready 
to vote fo r  porta l-to -porta l pay, 
bu t w h a t the  Board as a whole 
would do i t  is im possible to state 
a t th is  tim e.)

I t  is well-known that an im­
portant section of the adminis­
tration is opposed to offering any 
concessions to the miners and is 
seeking the opportunity for a 
finished fight with theUMW  lead­
ership. Whether this group will 
have its way, or whether the ad­
ministration will seek to settle 
the fight somehow before it 
spreads to other sections of the 
union movement, remains to be 
seen. A t any rate, the union has 
made clear its readiness to meet 
any fight forced upon it.

Roosevelt though t th a t by h is  
“ ho ld-the-line”  o rder he would 
close the  question of w o rkers ’ 
conditions. He fe lt  assured o f the 
lo y a lty  (o r subservience) o f the 
Q reen-M urray-S ta lin ls t leadership 
(w h ich  to h im  m eant the lo ya lty  
o f the A F L  and CIO w orkers) and

he expected to e ffec tive ly  and con­
c lus ive ly  iso late and fin ish  Lewis 
as a leader o f the labor movement.

B u t Roosevelt’s “ ho ld-the-line”  
o rder l i te ra lly  s tirre d  up a 
horne t’s nest. I t  d id  no t cause the 
present labor cris is , bu t i t  brought 
i t  to a head.

For one thing, he did not ex­
pect the overwhelming support 
for the miners voiced by wide 
sections of the A FL and CIO 
ranks, which was expressed 
again, for example, when the 
eastern regional conference of 
the U A W  last week followed the 
example of the Michigan confer­
ence in unambiguously backing 
the miners’ demands.

PRESSURE ON LEADERS
T h is  sym pathy fo r  the m iners 

by the ranks of the A F L  and CIO 
has had the e ffect of exerting  
tremendous pressure On the M ur­
rays and the Greens, and is one 
o f the causes fo r the present cris is  
o f the W LB, w h ich  is  desperately 
t ry in g  to ju s t i fy  its e lf  to the 
w orkers and stave o ff its  own 
extinc tion .

The A F L  and CIO leaders are 
dissatisfied w ith  the W LB . They 
feel i t  cannot su rv ive  under the 

ho ld-the-line”  o rder; they say 
the order is too " r ig id ”  and they 
w ant the W LB 's power to Correct 
wage inequ ities restored; they ask 
fo r  an end to Byrnes’ d ic ta tion  to 
the W LB . In  typ ica l fash ion they 
are us ing the present c ris is  not 
to advance the general in te rests  
of the w orkers bu t to save face 
by wheedling a few  l i t t le  conces­
sions fro m  the adm in is tra tion . 
As the price  fo r  continued sup­
p o rt o f the W LB, they ask on ly  a 
re tu rn  to the conditions tha t 
existed before the “ ho ld-the-line" 
order, when the W L B  would 
occasionally g ra n t some underpaid 
w orkers a two o r three cent raise.

The c ris is  o f the W LB  w i l l  be 
one o f the m ain  subjects discussed 
a t the emergency m eeting of the 
CIO executive board, scheduled to 
begin in  Cleveland on M ay 14. 
and of the A F L  executive council 
in  W ashington beginn ing May 17.

U N U SU A L LANGUAGE
P rio r  to these conferences, some 

o f the labor leaders have been 
m ak ing  statm ents ve ry  unusual 
fo r  them . M ost s ign ifican t was 
th a t made on May 10 by A F L  
vice-president M atthew  W o ll who

said th a t the great m a jo r ity  of 
organized labo r supported the 
m iners ’ demands, both fo r 
economic reasons and reasons of 
labor s o lid a rity : “ The defeat of 
the m iners and the weakening of 
th e ir  organ ization w ould ce rta in ly  
react upon the position o f a ll o r­
ganized labor.”

He also sa id : “ . . . the W ar 
Labor Board has become a police­
m an’s club. . .

“The time has now come when 
unity in the labor movement has 
become an imperative necessity. 
Labor must once more be united 
under one banner if  it is to repel 
successfully the attacks leveled 
against it  in Congress, in many 
legislatures through draconic 
anti-labor laws, and through the 
mobilization of certain powerful 
industrial groups.-. .

“The time has come for labor 
to declare its independence of 
unconstitutional government dic­
tation and the intrigues and ma­
chinations of politicians. . .”

IM PO RTANT REFLECTIO N
The fa c t th a t such a case- 

hardened bureaucrat as W oll, 
who helped to make the W L B  a 
“ policem an’s c lub”  and who w ill 
rea d ily  discard h is m ilita n t 
language tom orrow  i f  Roosevelt 
w i l l  th ro w  h im  a few  face-saving 
devices, is an im p o rta n t re flec tion  
o f the fe rm en t go ing on in  labo r’s 
ranks today.

H is  appeal fo r  labo r u n ity  is also 
an in d ica tio n  o f the tim eliness of 
The M il ita n t ’s repeated ca ll fo r 
un ited action by the labor move­
m ent against Roosevelt’s freezing 
orders and on behalf o f the fig h t­
in g  m iners lead ing the ba ttle  of 
a ll the workers. Even W oll, 
person ification o f the conservative 
A F L  leaders, sees the necessity 
fo r  such action  and is compelled 
to advocate it .  How much more 
effective i t  would be com ing from  
the leadership o f the U n ited M ine 
W orkers w h ich  now holds the 
m ora l leadership of the un ion 
movement!

By M . S tein

The n a tion ’s coal diggers vs. 
the n a tion ’s coal bosses: The men 
who go down in to  the p its  to m ine 
the coal th a t fires  the locomotives, 
th a t smelts the steel, th a t heats 
the homes —  these men in s is t on 
a liv in g  wage; the m ine owners, 
the coupon clippers, are against 
it .  T h is  is  how i t  a l l started. 
F ive hundred thousand men bent 
w ith  to i l  in  the da rk  recesses 
deep beneath the earth 's surface, 
sw a llow ing coal dust, in  constant 
danger o f fa ll in g  rock and gas 
explosions, demand a wage in ­
crease to meet the skyrocke ting  
cost o f liv in g . The hand fu l of 
coal barons, the men behind the 
men who had ju s t abolished the 
$25,000 sa lary  lim ita t io n  as an in ­
fringem ent on in d iv id u a l lib e rty , 
are against the “ un ju s t”  demands 
o f the m iners. T h is  is  how i t  
a ll started.

A nd th is  is  how i t  continued 
fo r a lm ost tw o m onths w h ile  the 
dispute was confined to the Hotel 
B iltm o re  conference room in  New 
Y ork. John L. Lew is, represent­
in g  the  m iners, came w ith  an im ­
pressive a rra y  o f facts and f ig ­
ures to show how the m iners ’ 
standard o f l iv in g  had deterio ra ted 
He argued w ith  the operato is, he 
pleaded, he tlireatend, but to no 
ava il. The operators would not 
make the s ligh test concession. 
They even turned down the com­
prom ise proposal of the govern­
ment conc ilia to r, D r. Steelman.

The m iners then took recourse 
to the r ig h t  guaranteed them by 
the C onstitu tion  —  the r ig h t  of 
free men not to  w o rk  under in ­
to lerab le conditions. The m iners 
struck. They threatened no in ­
surrection . They s im p ly  refused 
to w o rk  fo r  substandard wages.

T h is  is where the s to ry  rea lly  
begins —  A  story, r ic h  in  lessons. 
A nd its  ch ie f characters are: A 
governm ent th a t swears fr ie n d ­
ship fo r  the w o rk in g  people; a 
press th a t cla im s to p r in t  the 
t ru th  w ith o u t bias: a rad io  tha t 
is supposed to ‘serve the in terests 
o f pub lic  en lightenm ent.

Yet, in a flash all pretense was 
thrown to the winds. W ith all the 
power at their command the gov­
ernment, the press, the radio de­
scended upon the striking miners 
in true “blitz” fashion, in order 
to crush them in to  submission. In 
fac t, no totalitarian government 
could have mustered a greater 
display of force and instruments 
of intimidation than our “demo­
cratic” government did. And 
whenever democratic capitalism 
resorts to the methods of coer­
cion and intimidation that are 
characteristic of totalitarian ca­
pitalism. then it becomes clear in­
deed that “the colonel's lady and 
Judy O’Grady are sisters under 
the skin.”

Is  i t  correct to  brand the s trug ­
gle against the coal m iners as 
to ta lita r ia n ?  We do not believe in  
s lin g in g  accusations o r in  employ­
in g  words m ere ly  as insu lts  tha t 
have a precise sc ie n tific  meaning. 
B u t the t ru th  o f th is  charge 'Will 
be ve rified  once we examine why 
the w ra th  o f the en tire  cap ita lis t 
class and its  in s titu tio n s  were 
brought down upon the m iners:

1. The m iners called a s trike . 
B u t the r ig h t  to s tr ik e  is  a demo­
c ra tic  r ig h t. The p ro h ib itio n  of 
s trikes is precisely one of the 
characteristics o f to ta lita r ia n  rule.

2. The m iners dared to act in ­
dependently of the governm ent 
and its  agencies. B u t the  r ig h t 
to free, independent unions is a 
dem ocratic  r ig h t. The crush ing 
of such un ions is characteris tic  
of to ta lita r ia n  ru le . H it le r  crush­
ed the independent un ions o f the 
workers and substitu ted fo r  them 
unions th a t are government-spon­
sored and governm ent-controlled.

3. The m iners dared to s tr ike  
in  a period of "n a tio n a l enter-
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geney.”  B u t once the workers fire  
deprived o f the dem ocratic  r ig h t  
to choose the tim e most p rop i­
tious to s trike , they are deprived 
of the s tr ik e  as a weapon and 
threatened w ith  the status o f to t­
a lita r ia n  slave labor.

The totalitarian character of 
the struggle against the miners 
was likewise manifested in the 
methods that were employed in 
this struggle. Whose point of 
view did the press express when 
it spat its venom against the 
miners in screaming headlines? 
What point of view did the press 
expound in its editorials? Where 
did all the high paid columnists 
get their line against the miners 
— a line that bore a striking re­
semblance to totalitarian unani­
mity. What had happened to the 
pretense of democratic objectiv­
ity and tolerance, the pretense of 
presenting both sides of an ar­
gument? I t  all evaporated into 
thin air.

And the rad io? E ve ry  comment­
a to r on every one o f the ne tw orks 
kept repeating one lin e  and one 
line  on ly , ju s t as i f  they were 
reading the same s c rip t prepared 
by a propaganda m in is te r of a 
to ta lita r ia n  country.

The lynch  cam paign against 
John L . Lew is  reeked to  h igh  
heaven w ith  the sm ell of to ta li­
ta r ia n  gangster ru le . Read the 
fo llow ing :

“ In  Orlando, F la., an A rm y  f ly ­
in g  ace w ifh  13 Jap planes tb his 
cred it, Colonel Robert L. Scott, 
fo rm er aide to  M aor General 
C la ire L . Chennault in  China, b o il­
ed over in  anger: ‘I  know, I  could 
do orie service. —  T h is  service 
would be the destruction w ith  s ix  
f ifty -c a lib e r m achine guns on an 
Am erican fig h te r plane o f John L. 
Lew is. I  d e fin ite ly  believe th a t 
by such a coldb looded act I  
could r id  the cou n try  of a  man 
who acts as though he were in  
the pay of the Japanese Govern­
ment.’ ”  (T im e  magazine May 10).

A nd  th is  was not d irected a- 
ga inst John L . Lew is alone. The 
press also p ro m ine n tly  featured 
such morsels as: “ I ’d ju s t as 
soon shoot one of those s tr ike rs  
as Japs." B u t let. us go back fo r  
a m om ent to the colonel. We are 
no t g iven b is  background in  c iv ­
il ia n  life . But i t  is  safe to say 
th a t w orkers don’t as a ru le  be­
come colonels. T h a t p riv ile ge  is 
reserved fo r the rich . He and Ihe 
press th a t p r in ts  h is lynch-Inc it- 
in g  statements show th a t th e ir  
venom against w orkers  a t home 
f ig h t in g  fo r  a l iv in g  wage is 
greater than th e ir  hate o f th e ir  
enemies abroad.

But there is more proof of that 
than the words of a mere colonel. 
The commander-in-chief himself 
was prepared to use the army for 
the purpose of breaking the 
strike; he was prepared if  need 
be to take several divisions out 
of active service and send them 
into the coal fields as “occupying 
troops.” This is different only in 
degree from the action of Keren­
sky in 1917 who did not hesitate 
to open the front in Russia to 
the enemy in order to use the 
troops against the workers at 
home.

In  the strugg le against the coal 
m iners, the government, the press 
and the rad io revealed themselves 
no t on ly  as ca p ita lis t in s titu tio n s  
Serving the in terests of th e ir  
class, bu t they also proved th a t 
they are not above bo rrow ing  l ib ­
e ra lly  from  H it le r ’s arsenal of 
weapons fo r  the purpose of keep­
in g  the w orkers in  submission.

On the  o th e r side o f the  
ledger, however, we saw th a t 
the A m erican w o rk in g  class 
is  fa r  f r o m  crushed. The 
firm ness w ith  w h ich  the m iners 
stood up in  the face of a ll the in ­
tim id a tio n  and te rro r  cheered the 
heart o f every tru e  be liever in  
w o rk in g  class democracy. The 
m iners were no t alone in  th e ir  
f ig h t. ' W herever the ra n k  and 
f ile  w orkers had the chance to 
express themselves, they spoke up 
in  no uncerta in  term s in  so lida r­
ity  w ith  the m iners. The D e tro it 
conference representing 350,000 
auto workers was a splendid ex­
ample of th is . There is the on ly  
one rea l guarantee against the 
tr iu m p h  of to ta lita r ia n  ru le  in  
th is  coun try : A  w o rk in g  class 
th a t acts in  s o lid a r ity  and refuses 
to be in tim id a te d  by the bosses 
and th e ir  agents.

There is  one more lesson the 
A m erican w o rke r m ust lea rn  from  
the coal c ris is : The need fo r  in ­
dependent w o rk in g  class organize 
ations in  the  p o lit ic a l fie ld— the  
need fo r  an Independent Labor 
P arty  and an independent labor 
press.
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To defend the USSR as 
the main fortress of the 
world proletariat, against 
all assaults of world im­
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 

most important duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
— LEON TROTSKY

Morality And  
The Davies' Film

One of the basic factors in the degeneration of 
the 'Soviet Union has been the Stalinist 
bureaucracy’s attempt at reconciliation w ith world 
capitalism at the expense of the world working 
class. In this is to be found the true explanation 
for Stalinism and its purges, frameups, falsifica­
tions, murders and assassinations. Because of the 
revolutionary traditions of the Soviet masses, the 
Stalinists had to carry out this program of recon­
ciliation with capitalism in the name of socialism. 
Thus Stalinism has a lie and a frameup at its very 
core.

We fight Stalinism and its frameups in the name 
of socialism and the international working class, 
whose cause can be advanced by the truth alone 
and never by lies. This is the basis of our m ilitant 
attack against all frameups, including the Davies’ 
film, “ Mission To Moscow.”

Other voices of criticism have been raised against 
,this film on supposedly “ moral”  grounds. These 
people, even when they did denounce the purges 
and murders in the Soviet Union, never neglected 
to preach sermons on the superior morality of 
democratic capitalism to Stalinism, which this 
gentry—dropping their scruples for the occasion— 
identified with Bolshevism. The fact is, as they 
know very well, that Bolshevism and Stalinism 
have nothing in common and that the purges were 
in fact an expression of the fundamental hostility 
of Stalinism to Bolshevism.

Now the film “ Mission To Moscow”  has put the 
democratic capitalist moralists in a slight dilemma. 
For this film, which defends and continues the 
Moscow tria l frameups and whitewashes the crimes 
of Stalinism, has been “ made in America" with 
the obvious blessings of our highly moral 
democratic capitalist administration in Wash­
ington.

These critics denounce the film as a falsification 
of history, and in this they are right. They con­
demn it as an offense against morality, and there 
is something to be said fo r this thesis too.

But they leave unexplained how such a con­
glomeration of frameups and offenses against 
morality—which they themselves have hitherto ex­
plained as Soviet products—could make its ap­
pearance in the United Stales and get the nod 
from Washington.

They have, o f course, a reason for remaining 
silent on this point. In order to tell the whole truth 
the liberal and social-democratic critics of “ Mission 
To Moscow”  would have to admit that, sad as it 
may seem, the political leaders o f democratic 
capitalism are no less cynical, dishonest and 
immoral in pursuit of their aims than Stalin who 
learned his morals and manners from them.

But i f  they permit themselves to utter this 
simple truth, they would destroy their central 
thesis about the superior virtues of a system of 
capitalist exploitation, robbery and war under 
democratic forms. Therefore ¡our highly moral 
ladies and gentlemen keep mum on this not un­
important point and, consequently, fa il to tell the 
whole truth.

But isn't it well known that a half-truth is a 
form of falsification? And isn’t this squeamishness 
and reticence on the part of our democratic moral­
ists, this failure to tell the truth, the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth, isn’t this— God help 
us—just a little  b it immoral?
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Anti-Poll Tax Bill 
Heads For A  Vote

218 signatures have been secured for Discharge 
Petition No. 3 in the House of Representatives. 
This means that the House Judiciary Committee, 
dominated by the poll taxers, is deprived of its 
control over the b ill to abolish payment of poll 
taxes in federal elections and that the House of 
Representatives w ill vote on the measure on 
M ay 24.

I t  w ill be remembered that it Was also necessary 
to get a discharge petition signed to force the 
anti-poll tax b ill out of the Judiciary Committee 
in last year’s House of Representatives. But there 
is an important difference: a year and a half of 
the last I louse’s two year term had passed before 
the necessary 218 signatures were obtained; this 
year they were secured in four months. That was 
possible not because the present Congress is any 
less reactionary than its predecessor but because 
the masses of the people are more educated to the 
meaning of the poll lax and more determined to 
wipe it out.

I t  appears certain also that the anti-poll tax 
b ill has a good chance of being adopted by the 
House this year. But the obstacles that the b ill 
w ill then face in the Senate—where the members 
from Georgia have as much voting strength as the 
members from densely-populated New York (and 
a better strategic position)— w ill be even greater 
this year than they w'ere in 1942 when the anti-poll 
lax b ill was filibustered to death.

The Southern Democrats hold the balance of 
power in the Senate. Nobody, of course, expects 
them to vote to abolish the undemocratic poll tax 
restrictions which enabled them to be elected. But 
because they can swing a m ajority o f the Senate 
on any given issue to either the non-Southern 
Democrats or the Republicans, they possess a 
strength greatly out of proportion to their numbers. 
By their performance of last year we can be certain 
that neither the Roosevelt administration nor the 
Republican leaders of Congress w ill be w illing to 
offend the poll tax Senators unless such tremendous 
pressure is exerted on them by the labor, liberal 
and Negro organizations that they see no other 
way out. That is why one of the key tasks of these 
organizations in the coming period is to put as 
much heat as possible on both the national Demo­
cratic and Republican leaders.

Everyone acquainted with the history of the poll 
lax knows that its advocates pretended it  was to 
be used to uphold “ while supremacy”  by dis-a, 
franchising the Negro, but that actually it  was 
used to take the vote away from even more South­
ern white workers than Negroes. But not enough 
workers are aware that the poll tax in one-sixth 
of the states directly affects the workers in all the 
states. They must be shown that the poll tax 
makes possible the election of the most reactionary 
spokesmen for Big Business and the large agri­
cultural interests who take the lead in adopting 
anti-labor legislation which strikes at the interests 
of the workers in Michigan and California every 
bit as much as it strikes at those of the Southern 
masses.

The poll lax issue should be raised in every 
trade union local in the country. The abolition of 
the poll tax w ill strengthen the labor movement. 
The light to abolish it w ill help to further open 
the eyes of the trade union members to the 
character of the Republican and Democratic 
Parties and to the need for building an In ­
dependent Labor Party.

Bookburning
May 10 marked the tenth anniversary of the 

infamous book-burning night when the Nazi party 
“ cleansed”  German culture of “ subversive”  
literature, including the works of Leon Trotsky. 
The Nazis and their capitalist masters hoped that 
the burning of liberal and Marxist literature would1 
remove all anti-capitalist thoughts from the minds 
of the workers.

What the Nazis failed to understand was that 
the workers’ struggles against capitalism were not 
prim arily the product of written words, but the 
bankruptcy of the system itself. So long as the 
root cause of poverty, unemloyment and war 
remains, the workers w ill continue to fight for 
their right to peace and bread —  despite bonfire 
fed by “ subversive literature.”

Ten years after the Nazi bookburning the Amer­
ican ru ling class employed a similar method ’for 
suppressing working class protests when it banned 
The M ilitan t from the second class mails and de­
stroyed a number o f issues. As far as we know, 
no demonstrative bonfires have been made of The 
M ilitan t, but this is only because the American la­
bor movement is still strong and capable of de­
fending itself.

But the authorities in Washington have shown 
that they share w ith the Nazis a police mind which 
thinks that truth and human progress can be pro­
hibited by force.

That force can delay progress and make the 
creation of a just society more costly in human 
lives, is true. But all the night sticks and all the 
burning of “ dangerous thoughts”  cannot long prop 
up this capitalist system and its terror, hunger, 
and bloodshed. ;

Fruits Of The Bermuda 
Conference On Refugees

By DAN SHELTON

The Bermuda conference on 
refugees ended two weeks ago 
with a communique to the ef­
fect that for "m ilita ry  reasons”  
the decisions had to remain 
secret." This secret is— the 

absence of any proposals.
The conference was designed as 

a face-saver fo r the “ democracies.”  
A ga inst the background of the 
system atic exte rm ina tion  of E uro ­
pean Jewry, Poles and other 
m artyred peoples, a cry  of anguish 
went out to the A llie s  im p lo ring  
them to help. A  r is in g  tide  of 
protest meetings on an in te rna ­
tion a l scale, and grow ing resent­
ment and suspicion on the part of 
Jews, Gentiles, libera ls  and o r­
ganised labor, f in a lly  drove the 
au tho rities  in  England and the 
U. S. to “ action .”  Here is a b rie f 
sum m ary of how democratic cap! 
ta lism  proved to the w orld  and to 
its  own g u ilty  conscience tha t it  
cpuld “ do som eth ing”  about the 
refugee problem.

T H E  KEYNO TE
A fte r  weeks of delay, a ttribu ted  

to the U. S. by England and to 
England by the U. S„ the confer­
ence ( “ pure ly  exp lo ra to ry" in  na­
ture, as was ha s tily  proclaim ed) 
was launched w ith  th is  keynote 
“ O nly the U. S. Congress can 
change the im m ig ra tio n  laws 
(Senator Lucas, A p r il 14). No 
doubt the to rtu red  masses of E u ­
rope drew a deep breath o f re lie f 
a t th is  statement. In  any case, 
th is  took care of (he U. S.

A p r i l 15: “ The conference w ill 
deal on ly w ith  refugees already 
in Spain, P ortugal and Sw itzer­
land" —  thus “ o m itt in g ’-’ (a mere 
de ta il) the Jews in  Germany and 
German-occupied te rrito rie s , ap 
pa ren tly  no pa rt of the refugee 
problem.

A p r il 20: The delegates, the 
N. Y. Times announced, were en­
gaged in  “ a c learing  away b f un­
derbrush.”  The m eaning o f th is  
was c la r ifie d  by the s ig n ifica n t 
add ition  th a t "proposals fo r  the

so lu tion  of the refugee problem ”  
w il l  encounter the objection tha t 
a “ m il ita ry  area" was involved. 
T h is  objection is most d if f ic u lt  to 
overcome since the term  “ m il ita ry  
area”  is extrem ely elastic, cover­
in g  not on ly te rr ito r ie s  at present 
construed as m il ita ry  but also a ll 
areas lik e ly  to become such in  
the fu ture . (Jew ish Telegraph 
Agency, A p r i l 20)-. T h is  “ clears 
away”  our planet as a whole so 
fa r as the refugees are concerned.

EVASION BY B RITISH
The same day the B r it is h  made 

doubly sure tha t no refugees 
would get in to  the Em pire by con­
tr ib u tin g  the fo llow ing : the West 
Ind ies are already overcrowded; 
East A fr ic a  is a ll fille d  up; Mad­
agascar —  unsuited fo r coloniza­
tio n ; and M a u ritiu s  —  impossible.

This no doubt encouraged an 
American delegate to the con 
ference to make the impudent 
announcement that “we all feel 
we are making some progress and 
that we shall not have lived in 
vain.” (N . Y. Times, April 21.) 
This was followed by an em­
phatic declaration that “there 
could be no mass refugee shifts 
at the present time.”

On A p r i l 23 came a new c o n tr i­
bu tion  from  tlie  B r it is h : there 
would be no change in  B r ita in ’s 
W hite  Paper Policy in  Palestine 
stopping the tr ic k le  of im m ig ra ­
t io n  a ltogether in  1944.

By A p r i l 24: "S cant hope seen 
fo r A x is  v ic tim s.”  (V . Y. Times)

And on A p r i l 27: ” . . .  w ith  
the ta lks  to conclude tom orrow., 
there is no in d ica tio n  of specific 
recom m endations." (Idem ). .

A F IT T IN G  C LIM A X
Finally, as a fitting climax for 

this gruesome farce: “complete 
accord was stressed” and “secret” 
decisions hinted at. (N . Y. Times, 
April 29.)

T h is  is the record: Most of the 
lim e  before and d.uring the con 
ference was spent on "dec id ing1 
how best NOT to do anyth ing.

Tho lessons of Bermuda arc 
clear. I t  revealed the u tte r inab 
i l i t y  of dem ocratic cap ita lism  to

even a llev ia te  the refugee prob­
lem. E very day the naked bank­
rup tcy  o f the decaying cap ita lis t 
order is more and more g la rin g ly  
demonstrated. A social system 
tha t in  any given country cannot 
provide fo r  its  own population 
cannot be expected to provide fo r 
strangers.”  A system th a t regu­

la r ly  k il ls  o ff whole generations 
in  wars cannot be swayed on 
grounds o f “ hum an ita rian ism ”  to 
help refugees.

T h is  s ta rk  tru th  should by now 
be clear to everyone, especially 
Jews who have harbored illus ions 
about the "democracies.”  By your 
deeds you sha ll know  them. A 
refugee conference th a t excludes 
f ir s t  Jews under H itle r , then a ll 
the o ther refugees, and fina lly  a r 
rives a t "com plete accord”  on NO 
AC TIO N  A T  A L L  —  th a t is in 
deed a w a rn in g  to a ll the Jews.

TH E  JEW ’S PLAGE TODAY
Today the .Jews are fa r worse 

o ff than in  1917 when they could 
s t i l l  “ ba rga in " fo r the B a lfou r De­
claration. H it le r  has seen to it 
and the “ democracies" too are 
aware of the fact th a t the Jews 
no longer are im p o rtan t pawns in 
the gamble fo r w orld  dom ination 
C apita lism  in  its  early, expanding 
stages needed th e ir  special talents 
and hence appeal’d as a champion 
of em ancipation. Capita lism  in  de 
cline has no use fo r them any 
more. Under decaying capita lism  
the Jew’s place of abode is the 
concentration camp and the 
ghetto; his "p re fe rred ”  method of 
leaving th is  world , v ia  unna tu ra l 
causes.

The profound divergence o f in ­
terests between themselves and 
the im p e ria lis t powers is being 
made very clear to the Jews. 
T h e ir on ly  hope of salvation lies 
in  the r is in g  class, the p ro le ta ria t, 
w h ich by l i f t in g  its e lf  raises 
m ankind as a whole. The Jewish 
people m ust fuse itse lf w ith  the 
pro found ly revo lu tiona ry  struggle 
of a ll oppressed m in o ritie s  and 
w ith  the w o rk ing  class, its  on ly 
the colonial peoples fo r freedom; 
Jew ry m ust tu rn  to class action 
real a lly .

May 'Fourth International' 
Offers Many Lively Articles

The May issue of the m on th ly  
magazine, F ourth  In ternationa}. 
w h ich  came o ff the press last 
week, is  a well-rounded number, 
fe a tu rin g  several artic les o f in ­
terest to the labor movement.

The ed ito ria l notes, “ The Month 
In  Review,”  discuss the -s ign ific­
ance o f the coal s tr ik e  and the 
m iners ’ answer to Roosevelt's u l­
tim a tum s; W ashington ’s “ ca rro t 
and club”  po licy toward the So­
v ie t U n ion ; the “ M ission To Mos­
cow”  f i lm :  “ a tr ip le  fram eup” : 
and some thoughts on Colonel Mc­
Corm ick's proposal in  the Chicago 
T ribune  tha t the B r it is h  Em pire 
and nations in  W estern Europe 
apply fo r adm ission as states in 
the U n ited States.

“ Wendell W illk ie ’s P rogram " by 
F e lix  M orrow  is  both a review 
o f W illk ie ’s book and a thought- 
p rovoking analysis of bis program 
fo r U n ited States dom ination of 
the world .

A n  a rtic le  which should arouse

considerable discussion among 
shipyard and other w ar p lan t 
w orkers is “ The S h ipbu ild ing  
Scandal”  by . Joseph Hansen, 
w h ich goes to the Congressional 
Record and a l i t t le  known report 
by an A F L  com m ittee on the rea­
sons behind the cancellation oi 
the H igg ins Corporation contracts 
to show th a t the ad m in is tra tion  
and the M aritim e  Commission 
de libera te ly k ille d  a tim e-saving 
sh ipb u ild in g  program  w h i c h 
could have b u ilt  ships faster and 
cheaper than ever before. The 
reason was th a t A dm ira l Land 
and other a d m in is tra tion  o ffic ia ls  
wanted to protect the p ro fits  and 
com petitive position of other 
shipyards fo llow ing  old-tim e prac­
tices.

“ The Dutch East Ind ies" by P. 
van V lle t  explains w hy the masses 
o f the Ind ies could not be 
aroused to support th e ir  own 
D utch oppressors in  the war a- 
ga inst the Japanese oppressors. I t

has a lo t o f in te res ting  in fo nu a  
tio n  on the labor movement and 
struggles in  the Dutch colony.
• “ Roosevelt's Hold-The-Line Or­
der”  by W illia m  F. W arde ex­
pla ins the ad m in is tra tion 's  freez­
ing order of A p r il 8 a lu l the rea­
son fo r it .

"Europe and Am erica”  is the 
second and concluding section of 
Leon T ro ts k y ’s b r i l l ia n t  speech on 
the re la tion  between the old world 
and the new w orld  cap ita lism .

“ W hat The Peacemakers D id To 
Europe”  by Terence Phelan is a 
second a rtic le  on the Versailles 
Peace th a t ended W orld  W ar 1 
and helped to lay  the basis of 
W orld  W ar I I .  L ik e  T ro ts k y ’s 
a rtic le  i t  should be read by all 
those who are concerned w ith  t lie 
problem of ach ieving a rea lly  du r­
able peace.

The F. I.  sells fo r 20 cents per 
copy, $2 fo r a year's subscrip tion. 
Order from  Business M gr, 116 
U n ive rs ity  Pi., New York.
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More Denunciations of 
‘Mission To Moscow’ Lies

The fa ls ifica tio ns  in  the  film  “ M ission To Moscow” 
are so raw  and crude tha t m any libe ra ls  and even con­
servatives have been unable to swallow  them. Thus, 
despite W arne r B ro th e rs  heavy adve rtis ing  for the 
f i lm  w hich resulted in  genera lly  favorable comment on 
the p a rt of the m ovie c ritics , a num ber of protests 
are now beg inn ing to  be heard.

D oro thy Thompson was the f ir s t  im p o rtan t colum n­
is t  w ith  the courage to  speak ou t aga inst the film . In  
the N. Y. Post fo r  May 5, she w ro te : “ The characters 
are phony; the h is to ry  is  phony . . . The p ic tu re  Is 
fu l l  o f fic tion  presented as fa c t. . . The fam ous purge 
tr ia ls  are grossly fic tiona lized .”

In  the May 8 .V. Y. Times A nn O 'Hare M cCorm ick 
ca lls i t  “ the fa lse  p ic tu re  o f A m erica , the fa lse  picture 
of Russia and the false p ic tu re  o f h is to ry  th a t are 
combined In the dis to rted composite to w h ich  the 
fo rm e r Am bassador u n lu c k ily  gives his authorization 
in  an in tro d u c to ry  speech.”

A n  ed ito ria l in  the May 8 issue of The R a tio n  calls 
the p ic tu re  “ w h itew ash" and asserts: “ In  the m atter 
of the ‘purges’ The R ation  has always held th a t the 
evidence on w hich the alleged T ro ts k y is t conspirators 
were convicted was unconvinc ing and the f i lm  version 
o f the tr ia ls  does no th in g  to change th is  op in ion .”

The movie rev iew er of the New Republic, M anny 
Farber, states in  the May 10 issue of th a t magazine 
th a t the p ic tu re  "makes up its  own facts”  fo r  the 
h is to ry  o f the  period o f the  purges and the Moscow 
tr ia ls . “ A ny  t ru th  th a t has ever been to ld  about 
Russia heretofore now has th is  obstacle to face.”

The W ashington co lum n ist o f the R. Y. D a ily  News 
calls i t  a / 'fa c t-de fy ing  propaganda f i lm .”

The Rew Leader o f May 8 carries the com m ent of 
a num ber o f libe ra ls  and ex-rad ica ls, some o f whom 
denounce i t  as “ a b low  to  dem ocratic u n ity  in  A m e r­
ica”  and “ m o ra l de p ra v ity .”  (See e d ito r ia l on “ M o r­
a l i ty  and the Daviest F ilm ”  in  colum n 1 o f th is  page.)

Were British Involved In 
The Moscow Trials Plots?

Last week's M ilita n t  to ld of many g la rin g  omissions 
in  the Hollywood-Davies version of "M iss ion  To Mos­
cow”  and explained w hy the producers and authors 
o f the p ic tu re  thought i t  wise to leave them out. Here 
we add another:

In  the th ird  Moscow tr ia l,  held in  M arch, 1938, 
B ukharin  and others were made to confess tha t they 
had been p lo tt in g  no t on ly  w ith  G erm any and Japan, 
but also w ith  B r ita in  and Poland.

S ta lin ’s prosecutor a t the tr ia l.  Vysh insky, stated:
“Implicated in this case are the remnants of. . . 

at least, as has been exactly established by the trial, 
four foreign intelligence services, the Japanese, Ger­
man, Polish and British —  and, it  goes without say­
ing, all the other foreign intelligence services which 
maintain friendly, so-called operative contact with 
the above-mentioned intelligence services.”

Thus, i f  the o ff ic ia l version of the Moscow tr ia ls  
is to be believed, the defendants were p lo tt in g  to 
overth row  the Soviet Union w ith  B r ita in  and w ith  
other of the present “ United Nations,”  in c lu d in g  pre­
sum ably the U n ited States!

I f  you catch a man in a lie, his whole story is 
placed in doubt. Davies should be compelled to pub­
licly state whether or not he accepts this part of 
the official version of the trials; and if  he rejects it, 
on what ground he pretends to accept the other 
parts.

Reactionaries Were Also 
Pleased By the Frameups

The “ dem ocra tic”  press is now engaged in  h a ilin g  
the Moscow t r ia l  frameups. As we showed la s t week, 
the fascists also liked  the tr ia ls  w h ich  resulted in  the 
execution of most of the leaders of the Russian Revo­
lu tio n  and M usso lin i even w ro te  an a rtic le  decla ring 
th a t by the tr ia ls  “ S ta lin  is rendering  a commendable 
service to fascism.”

There were other reactionaries who had opposed the 
Russian R evolution from  the very beginn ing and who 
were ecsta tica lly  happy about the tr ia ls . A fte r  the 
f ir s t  t r ia l  (Z inoviev-Kam enev) in  August, 1936, the 
Golos Rossii. w h ich  advocated the ove rth row  of the 
w orkers’ state and the resto ra tion  of the Czar, stated 
on Sept. 1, 1936:

“ T h is  is the f ir s t  tim e  th a t we are pleased w ith  an 
execulion among the m illio n s  o f executions carried 
out by the Bolsheviks . . . They w i l l  not stop a t Z ino­
viev and his associates any more tha n  the French 
R evolution stopped a t Danton . . . ”

And t lie  Yozrozhdenye, likew ise  m onarch ist, p rin ted  
the fo llo w in g  verses on A ugust 29, 1936:

We think thee, Stalin!
Sixteen scoundrels.
Sixteen butchers o f the fa therland,

Have been gathered lo th e ir  forefa thers!

*  *  ♦

Today the sky looks blue,

Thou hast repaid us fo r  the sorrows of so 
many years!

*  *  *

B ut w hy on ly  sixteen?

Give us fo r ty .
G ive us hundreds,
Thousands,
Make a bridge across the Moscow rive r,
A  bridge w ith o u t towers or beams,
A  bridge of Soviet carrion .

— And add th y  carcass. to the rest!


