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JOBS FROZEN TO KEEP WAGES DOWN
MAYDAY MANIFESTO
Of The Socialist Workers Party

Fellow workers:
Since 1886 the First of May has been set aside by the 

workers to demonstrate their international class solidarity 
and their opposition to the capitalist system which condemns 
mankind to exploitation, oppression, crises, fascism, and war.

May Day, 1943 marks the fourth May Day of the Sec­
ond World War. /The official leaders of the trade unions, the 
Stalinist and Social-Democratic parties together with all rep­
resentatives of the capitalist rulers, call upon the American 
workers to support this war. They declare that the capitalist 
governments of the United States, England and their satel­
lites are fighting this war not for profits, not for monopolistic 
privileges, not for the preservation of private property and 
for world domination, but against fascism and for democracy, 
liberty, a better world.

In their efforts to persuade the workers that monopoly 
capitalism is not the sole beneficiary of the war, Roosevelt 
and his labor lieutenants promised to preserve the social gains 
and democratic rights of the workers. They proclaimed a 
program of “ equality of sacrifice.”  They promised to keep 
down the cost of liv ing ; to respect c iv il liberties; to protect 
small business against the huge corporations; to eliminate 
profiteering.

Promises and  P er fo rm alices
But what has actually happened? By executive decree on 

A pril 8 Roosevelt froze wages and authorized the freezing 
of jobs. Meanwhile the costs of the prime necessities of life 
continue to mount. The most crushing tax load in history 
has already been imposed on workers’ incomes. Hours are be­
ing stretched out; working standards are broken down; the 
speedup is being enforced.

Because their leadership gave away the right to strike, 
the trade unions have proved unable to counteract these capi­
talist practices and economic consequences of the war. Bills 
for conscription of labor have been introduced into Congress. 
M ilitants who fight for better conditions in the trade unions 
ire  terrorized and victimized.

While the workers, the poor farmers, the lower middle 
classes receive blow upon blow, Big Business prospers. The 
public treasury is wide open to the monopolist masters of 
America. Less than 100 corporations have 80% of all war 
contracts. 13 billions of new plants and machinery have been 
donated to them. In many cases corporate profits for 1941 
and 1942 exceed those of 1929.

The same men who head Big Business direct the gov­
ernment and dictate the policies of the War Production and 
other boards in Washington. W all Street is seeking, under 
cover of war patriotism, to cripple and if  possible to wipe 
out the trade unions and to restore open-shop conditions 
in industry. These plans of the National Association of 
Manufacturers and the Chamber of Commerce are being ener­
getically promoted by the Democratic-Republican coalition of 
ultra-reactionary Congressmen. The Hobbs B ill to ja il and 
fine unionists, already passed by the House, is typical of 
the anti-labor legislation now being pushed through Congress 
and the state legislatures.

Through their ownership of the means of production 
and their predominant position in all government agencies, 
the monopolists are using the war to pile up new billions 
and to tighten their stranglehold on the productive forces

and resources of the nation. While Big Business and its poli­
tical agents pretend to be fighting a war to destroy Nazism, 
Rockefellers’ Standard Oil, duPonts’ chemical trust and Gen­
eral Motors, Morgans' General Electric and other interna­
tional monopolies maintained patent-pools, royalties and mar­
ket arrangements with their brother Nazi capitalists. Rep­
resentatives Jones of Ohio estimated recently that shipowners 
w ill have grabbed "a cool b illion”  out of the U. S. Treasury.

M onopolists C augh t Red-Handed
Such corporations as U. S. Steel, Anaconda Copper and 

National Bronze and Aluminum have been caught red-handed 
selling the government defective and sub-standard armor 
plate, wire cable, airplane parts and other products for the 
armed forces. In their mad haste to pile up profits, these 
monopolists do not hesitate to imperil the lives of the men 
in the armed forces and merchant marine of the United 
States and its allies.

The best of everything for the capitalists; as little  as 
possible to the workers. Ruin for small business and the small 
farmer; impoverishment for the masses. Events have dis­
closed that this,is how Roosevelt's “ equality of sacrifice”  ac­
tually operates.

The Roosevelt administration, which in nine years be­
fore the war had failed to establish a single one of “ the 
four freedoms” at home, has asserted that through the war 
it is going to extend them throughout the world. Yet, in the 
first m ilita ry  move toward Europe, the U. S. forces entered 
into collaboration with Darían, executioner of the French 
workers and with the pro-fascist Governor-Generals of North 
Africa, feared and hated by every progressive force in France 
and North Africa. The U. S. Ambassador to Spain hails 
Franco, butcher of the Spanish workers, as an ally. Here 
is a forecast and forewarning o f the real pattern the Anglo- 
American coalition expects to impose upon the European 
peoples. Washington’s program in this war is the program 
of U. S. capitalism.

And this program holds out no better prospect than in­
terminable war, deepening reaction, more misery and pov­
erty at home, enslavement for the conquered and colonial peo­
ples.

On this May Day 1943 the end of the Second World War 
is nowhere in sight. What must the workers do?

F ig h t fo r  S ocia lism
The workers need to regain their independence of class 

action. They need a m ilitant class program to combat the 
terrible consequences of the war and the onrush of reaction. 
They need a clear Socialist goal to find their way out of the 
war and capitalist chaos. For this a new leadership is needed.

A ll v ita l problems confronting the workers today from 
wages to prices are settled in Washington. They have become 
political questions. Old-style “ pure and simple”  trade union 
methods are impotent to cope with these new wartime con­
ditions.

More and more workers are beginning to understand the 
necessity for independent political action by organized labor. 
The vote given to the American Labor Party of New York 
and to the Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota in the 1942 elec­
tions combined w ith the mass boycott of capitalist candidates, 

(Continued on page 3)

G P U  Killer O f Trotsky 
Sentenced To 20 Years

(Special to T H E  M IL IT A N T )

MEXICO CITY, April 16 (By Telegraph)— “Frank Jacson,” GPU mur­
derer of Leon Trotsky, wa9 sentenced today to a twenty-year term for the 
crime. Mexican law does not have either a death sentence or life-term for 
murder. The maximum for premeditated murder is 20 years. The killer re­
ceived a 19% year sentence on this charge, and another six months for illegal 
bearing of arms.

Prosecutor Ligorio Espinosa Elenes jubilantly declared the verdict a 
“victory for justice.” The GPU killer’s lawyer had asked the judges to pro­
nounce it an “unpremedi-T

27,000,000 Denied 
Right to Accept 
Better Paid Jobs

decision— Mexico does no t have 
the ju ry  system— perm itted  A lb e rt 
Goldman, T ro tsky ’s a ttorney, to 
cross-examine “ Jacson.”  -  

Goldm an’s cross - exam ination 
enabled h im  to establish, in  a 
pam phlet published November 
1940, en titled  "T he  Assassination 
of Leon T ro tsky— The Proofs of 
S ta lin ’s G u ilt,”  th a t “ Jacson" 
could on ly  be a GPU k il le r  sent 
by S ta lin  to  m urder T ro tsky. 
Seven m onths a fte r the crim e, in

tated murder,” with a 
minimum of from three 
to eight years sentence.

The defense claims were 
rejected by the three 
judges, presided over by 
Manuel Riviera Vazquez, 
one of Mexico’s foremost
ju r is ts , who handed down an 118- 
page verd ic t. T h e ir v e rd ic t ru led , aa obvious a ttem pt to get away

from  the admissions and fum bled 
lies on the basis of w h ic h  Goldman 
had proved his contention, ‘Jacson’ 
claimed th a t ho had been under 
the in fluence of drugs d u rin g  his 
f irs t confession and the ensuing 
exam ination  and croas-texamina-- 
tion . The new version h is a ttorney 
offered 13 m onths a fte r the 
m urder sought to show th a t the 
crim e was unprem editated.

Today’s ve rd ic t fo rc e fu lly  re ­
jected th is  c la im  and the new 
version o f the crim e o ffe red  by 
“ Jacson,”  the judges decla ring  
th a t ne ithe r on lega l o r o ther 
reasonable grounds could they ac­
cept the belated change o f s to ry .

The k i l le r ’s GPU connections 
were not affirm ed by the court

th a t the m urder had been pre 
m editated and th a t “ Jacson”  had 
come to  M exico —  he had a rrived  
October 1939, nearly  a year be­
fo re  the m urder —  sole ly to  k i l l  
T ro tsky .

The ve rd ic t also rejected as 
“ il lo g ic a l”  the k ille r 's  c la im  tha t 
he had come to Mexico to be a 
secretary to T ro tsky— the GPU- 
concocted ta le designed to make 
i t  appear th a t T ro tsky  had been 
k ille d  by one of his own followers.

L ikew ise the ve rd ic t rejected 
“ Jacson’s”  a ttem pt to change his 
o r ig in a l s tory. Jacson s truck  
T ro tsky  from  behind w ith  a 
pickaxe on August 20, 1940 and 
T ro tsky  died o f the wound tpe 
next. day. The in ves tig a ting  judge 
who prepares the case fo r fina l

l ia  T ro ts k y ’s statem ent to the 
cou rt b rand ing  “ Jacson" as an 
agent of the GPU. I t  was perhaps 
ha rd ly  to be expected th a t a 
Mexican eburt should categorica lly 
id e n tify  h im  as S ta lin ’s agent at 
a tim e when Mexico is o ff ic ia lly  
at w a r in- a lliance w ith  the Soviet 
government.

B u t in  a f f irm in g  “ Jacson’s”  
p rem ed ita tion  and h is  com ing to  
M exico sole ly w ith  the aim  o f 
k il l in g  T ro ts k y , the c o u rt le f t  to  
any reasonable person the p la in  
in ference th a t i t  was a w e ll-o r­
ganized po litica l assassination —  
and th a t S ta lin  was its  in s tig a ­
to r.

“ Jacson”  is appealing to  the 
Supreme C o u rt aga inst the  v e r­
d ic t.

wh ich, however, m entioned K a ta -1 on Page // of th is  issue.)

A  special d ispatch from  Mexico 
to the A p r i l 17 N . Y. Tim es re ­
po rting  the ve rd ic t stated:

“ Jacson has had p len ty  of 
money th roughou t h is  im p rison ­
m ent and h is sources have been 
kept w e ll guarded, athough cu r­
ren t reports say th a t he is being 
supported by the Com m unists.”

(A n  a rtic le  on the baclcgroud of 
the “ Jacson" t r ia l w i l l  he found

Dunne Is SWP Candidate 
For Minneapolis Mayor

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., 
April 17. —  V. R. Dunne, 
state organizer for the So­
cialist Workers Parly in 
Minnesota, filed last week 
for mayor of Minneapolis 
—  the only candidate 
standing for independ­
ent working class political 
action in the campaign 
for the municipal primary 
election to be held on May 
10. The following press 
statement was issued at 
the time of his filing:

“ The M innesota F a rm er-L ab or 
P a r ty  has been auctioned o ff,  
piece by  piece. P a r t  o f i t  was p u r­
chased by  G overnor Stassen la s t 
f a l l ;  another p a r t  was bid in  by 
the Dem ocrats. A gen ts  o f S ta lin  
in  the  C IO , tog e the r w ith  char­
acterless business agents and o f­
f ic ia ls  o f the A F L , acted as the  
auctioneers.

“ Stassen ‘pewards’ h is cheaply-

V . R. D U N N E

purchased friends  by in troduc ing  
vicious an ti- la b o r b ills  in to  the 
sta te  le g is la tu re ; Roosevelt’s 
Dem ocratic ad m in is tra tion  also 
‘ rew ards’ these spineless leaders 
by w age-freezing orders, th rea ts  
o f reg im en ta tion , and v io len t a t­
tacks upon John L . Lew is and the 
hard-pressed m iners who f ig h t  fo r  
a l iv in g  wage.

“ Bound by th e ir  prom ises to  
the Dem ocrats and the  R epub li-

cans, tied in  w ith  these pa rties  
o f the enemies o f labor, the M in ­
neapolis trade union leaders can­
no t speak ou t fo r  the independent 
po litica l action w h ich the ranks 
o f labo r need and demand. In  a 
la s t m inute  a tte m p t to  cover up 
th e ir  weakness and treachery, 
A F L  and CIO  leaders are p u ttin g  
fo rw a rd  as th e ir  m a yo ra lty  can­
didate an unknow n and un tried  
fig u re . The men and women o f 
labo r cannot expect a candidate 
o f th is  type to be a re liab le  cham­
pion o f w o rke rs ’ r ig h ts  o r to  lead 
the f ig h t  aga inst the p ro fit-m a d  
em ployers and th e ir  reac tiona ry  
Republican a n d  Dem ocratic 
agents.

“ In  the past, the. m ilita n c y  o f 
the M inneapo lis la bo r m ovem ent 
won fo r  i t  the respect o f w o rk ­
ers on a na tiona l and in te rn a tio n ­
al scale. G reat ga ins were made 
by the M inneapo lis w orkers  both 
on the economic and p o lit ic a l 
fie ld. These gains are be ing 
ra p id ly  w h ittle d  away. The ac­
tions o f so-called labo r statesmen, 
w ith  th e ir  c h ild - lik e  fa ith  in  the  
prom ises o f la bo r-h a tin g  em ploy­
ers and th e ir  D em ocratic and Re-

(Continued on page 2)

Albert Goldman to 
Speak On Movie 
Of Davies’ Book
W ill Explain Aim of 
'Mission to Moscow' 
At N. Y. Sun. Forum

“ M ission to  Moscow: F ilm  o f a 
F ram eup”  w i l l  be the t i t le  o f A l ­
be rt Goldm an’s lectu re  a t the 
next Sunday Open F orum  o f the 
New Y o rk  School o f Social Sci­
ence, A p r i l  25, 8 P. M ., a t 116 
U n ive rs ity  PI., New Y o rk  C ity .

Goldman, who acted as a tto rney 
fo r Leon T ro tsky  a t the Mexico 
hearings of the Dewey Commission 
in ves tig a ting  the charges against 
T ro tsky  and his son at. the Moscow 
T ria ls , w i l l  discuss the new 
W arner B ro thers m otion  p ic tu re  
based on the book by ex-Ambas- 
sador Joseph E. Davies, which, is 
scheduled to open in  New Y ork 
on A p r i l  29.

He w i l l  discuss the reasons why 
the p ic tu re  is being released at 
th is  tim e, w hy the issue o f the 
Moscow T ria ls  is being raised once 
again. He w i l l  also analyze the 
effect w h ich  Davies and the State 
D epartm ent hope the film  w i l l  
have in  th is  country.

Another War P lant Accused 
Of Defrauding Government
Sold Defective 
Material for Use 
In War Airplanes

By D IN A  S A N D E R S

Add another name to  the g ro w ­
in g  l is t  o f corpora tions who are 
de fraud ing  the governm ent and 
endangering the lives o f tho u ­
sands o f men in  the armed fo r ­
ces: the N a tio n a l Bronze and 
A lum inum  Company o f C leveland, 
w o rld ’s la rge s t m aker o f sand and 
alum inum  mold castings. The 
governm ent la s t week filed s u it 
against th is  company, cha rg ing  
i t  w ith  supp ly ing  de fective pa rts  
fo r  w ar planes and seeking an 
award o f tw ice  the am ount o f 
d o lla r damages.

L it t le  p u b lic ity  as been given 
the case by the ca p ita lis t press. 
B u t the New Y ork  da ily , PM, re ­
ported on A p r il 16 th a t a federal 
grand ju ry  is lis te n in g  to tes ti­
mony from  w orkers a t the p lan t 
and th a t the governm ent’s s u it 
had named three company o f­
ficers, “ charg ing th a t they cons­
pired to  'm ake false b ills  and 
cla im s to the Packard M otor Co., 
which used N a tiona l Bronze cast­
ings in  Rolls Royce M erlin  engines 
fo r combat planes.”

The N a tiona l Bronze and A lu ­
m inum  Company declared no 
div idend on its  stock in  1940. In  
1941, as a resu lt of government, 
w a r contracts, i t  was able to 
declare a d iv idend of $1.25. But 
the company o ffic ia ls  weren’t  
satisfied w ith  th e ir  enorm ously 
increased profits.

As fo r the government, its  ac­
tion  in  th is  case does not ind ica te 
a great desire to crack down on 
the dangerous and c r im in a l prac­
tices of the w a r profiteers. W ash­
ing ton  is apparently  w i l l in g  to 
settle the case by fin in g  the com­
pany, bu t a fine w i l l  ha rd ly  seem 
an adequate punishm ent to the 
men in  the a ir  forces whose lives 
are Im perilled  by the  production 
and sale o f defective parts  fo r 
combat planes.

C orpora tions  
A n d  Welders

—  A N  E D IT O R IA L  —

W hen U. 6. Steel o ffic ia ls  are 
caught de libera te ly  fa ls ify in g  
records P f tests on a rm or plate 
used fo r sh ipb u ild in g  the 
capitalist, press buries the story 
on its  back pages and the W ar 
P roduction Board urges the 
steel barons no t to bend over 
backwards in  m eeting contract 
specifications.

W hen Anaconda Copper o f­
fic ia ls are caught de liberate ly 
se lling  the governm ent and its  
a llies  defective w ire  cable to 
be used on the battlefie ld, th a t’s 
called “ defraud ing the govern­
m ent”  and one o r two people 
are ind ic ted on charges th a t 
b rin g  a m axim um  of a two 
years’ sentence.

W hen N a tion a l Bronze and 
A lu m inu m  offic ia ls  are caught 
de libera te ly  se lling  defective 
parts fo r combat airplanes, the 
governm ent brings them  to
cou rt and asks th a t they be....
fined.

B u t when ten welders in  
B a ltim ore  sh ipyards, d riven  
by the piecework speedup 
system, are accused of fa u lty  
welding, T H E N  the ad m in is tra ­
tio n  rea lly  gets upset and the 
F B I swings In to  action, a rrest­
ing  the workers on charges of 
SABOTAGE. '

T H E N , even though F B I 
ch ie f J. Edgar Hoover adm its 
there is no evidence “ of any 
A xis  d irection  o r sympathies 
on the  part, o f the welders,”  the 
hand of the law  is fe lt, one of 
the welders is sentenced to  a 
year and a h a lf in  ja i l  and the 
others are held under $5,Q00 
bond.

B illio n s  in  w a r profits, taps 
on the w r is t fo r  c r im in a l fraud 
— these are fo r  employers. 
Frozen wages and jobs, over­
w ork, speedup and prosecutions 
fo r “ sabotage” — these are fo r 
workers. T h a t’s “ equa lity  of 
sacrifice”  in  practice.

Steel Production 
Falls in Wake of 
U.S. Steel Scandal

B y A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I

A  reported decline o f possib ly 
35% in  na tion -w ide production o f 
steel p la te  has taken place since 
la s t m onth ’s T rum an  Senate 
Com m ittee hearing , w h ich uncov­
ered the fa ls if ic a tio n  by U . S. 
Steel o ffic ia ls  ofi te s t records on 
steel a rm o r p la te  used fo r  the 
arm ed forces.

A  W ashington dispatch in  the 
A p r i l 16 P ittsb u rg h  Post Gazette 
declared th a t "p re lim in a ry  and 
in fo rm a l reports  to W PB on 
production tend to show th a t in ­
stead o f A p r i l being the m onth in 
w h ich  a ll records fo r  steel plate 
production -would have been 
broken, th is  m on th ’s production 
m ay fa l l  seriously below previous 
m onths— possib ly fa ll o ff  as much 
as 35%. The e ffect is  being noticed 
equally In  m anufacture of steel 
its e lf and steel products o ther 
than steel plates.

“ Lower production prospects are 
due to the dem ora liz ing  fear the 
Senate in q u iry  has in s tille d  in to  
every steel p lan t. . .”

W H A T  C A U S E D  IT ?

W hy has steel p roduction de­
clined in  the la s t m onth?

The steel barons blame i t  on 
the T rum an C om m ittee ! ,

A ccord ing to the N. Y. Times of 
A p r i l 17, i t  "has been ascribed by 
the Ind us try  to over-anxiety of 
inspectors, governm ent o r private, 
try in g  to  avoid a rep e titio n  o f the 
I r v in  a ffa ir  [th e  p la n t where 
fa k in g  o f steel tests was f irs t  
discovered]. W PB spokesmen 
denied th a t the companies had 
been disposed to cu t p roduction 
ou t of resentm ent o f c r it ic is m  
stem m ing fro m  the T rum an  dis­
closures.”

B u t the T rum an Com m ittee does 
no t appear to agree th a t its  hear­
ings were responsible. A  spokes-

Heavy Penalties Set 
For Violations By 
'Essential' Workers

By Philip Blake

War Manpower Com­
missioner McNutt’s April 
17 order freezing 27,r 
000,000 industrial, farm  
and government w'orkers 
to their jobs is intended 
to bolster and strengthen 
the wage-freezing pro­
gram of the administra­
tion enunciated in Presi­
dent Roosevelt’s executive 
order of April 8.

The earlier decree ruled 
out the possibility for the 
great majority of the 
workers to obtain wage 
raises at their present 
jobs. The new order pre­
vents them from chang­
ing their jobs to get high­
er pay elsewhere.

A pparen tly  the ad m in is tra tio n  
believes th a t the corporations 
need Incentive in  the fo rm  of 
huge pro fits  o r they cannot be ex­
pected to produce. B u t I t  denies 
the w orkers  the o p po rtu n ity  o f 
free ly  seeking better-paying jobs 
to meet the r is in g  cost of liv in g . 
W h ile  the real price  of a ll o ther 
com m odities continues to rise, the 
price  o f the com m odity, labor, 
is alone to be held down.

Roosevelt recently  expressed 
opposition to  enactm ent o f the  
A us tin -W adsw orth  B i l l  to  d ra f t  
a ll w o rke rs ; bu t by the new jo b ­
freez ing  decree he puts in to  e f­
fec t the m ost im p o rta n t p ro v i­
sions o f th a t b i l l  which has been 
denounced by a ll sections o f the 
union movement as a slave-labor 
b ill.

P R O V IS IO N S  O F O R D E R

The new ru lin g  issued by Mc­
N u tt p ro h ib its  workers in  jobs 
essential to the w ar program  from  
tra n s fe rrin g  to higher-pa id essen­
t ia l o r non-essential jobs. (On the 
same day th is  order was issued, 
the W ar Manpower Commission 
released a revised l is t  o f 35 ac­
t iv it ie s  considered essentia l). 
W orkers v io la tin g  th is  o rder can 
be sentenced to pay a  fine o f 
$1,000 or to a year in  ja il,  o r both.

Lou is S ta rk , labo r re p o rte r o f 
the N. Y. Times, po in ts ou t in  
the A p r i l 18 issue o f th a t paper 
th a t the new decree "m ig h t w e ll 
em barrass one g roup  o f  men,, 
those required under selective- 
service ru lin g s  to  move from '

(Continued on page 2)
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Cannon Pamphlet 
Goes Into Second 
Edition in England

James P. Cannon’s pam phlet, 
"S ocia lism  on T r ia l, ”  the te x t o f 
h is testim ony a t the famous M in ­
neapolis t r ia l  of S ocia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty  and CIO members, has 
gone in to  its  second ed itio n  in  
B r ita in , where i t  was issued by 
the W orkers In te rn a tio n a l League 
under the  t i t le  of "The: Case F o r 
Socia lis t R evo lu tion : A n  ABC o f 
T ro tsky ism .”

The Cannon pam phlet, -which 
has m et a ve ry  favorable response 
in  B r ita in  as i t  has elsewhere, and 
w h ich  has been trans la ted  in to  
A rab ic  and o ther languages, is  116 
pages long in  the A m erican edi­
tion  Issued by P ioneer Publishers, 
and sells a t the low  price  o f 10 
cents per copy.

A  companion pam phlet is  A lb e rt 
Goldman’s “ In  Defense o f Social­
ism ,”  the te x t o f b is  f ina l argu­
m ent as defense a tto rney  in  the 
M inneapo lis t r ia l  also priced 10 
cents. Both m ay be obtained fro m  
Pioneer Publishers a t 116 U n ive r­
s ity  PL N ew  Y o rk
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By E. R. Frank
The W a r Labor Board, w ith  the 

concurring  vote o f the A F L  and 
CIO, la s t week voted a 2 cent 
h o u r ly  wage increase in  the U n i­
versa l A tla s  Cement case, the 
f ir s t  case to  come before the 
board since the issuance o f Roose­
v e lt ’s “ ho ld -the-line ”  order. The 
Board set aside the recommenda­
t io n  o f its  own referee who p ro ­
posed an increase o f 5Ys cents, 
in  spite o f the fa c t th a t the Board 
its e lf  had p rev iously  g ranted a 
s im ila r  increase to  the  o ther 
p lan ts  o f the same company.

The A tla s  decision, i f  allowed 
to  stand, means th a t m ost o f the 
17,000 cases now pending before 
the W LB  m ig h t as w e ll be tossed 
in to  the  ash can.

A  few  days la te r, the “ labor 
leaders”  began to  howl.

F rankensteen, V ice - P resident 
o f the  U A W -C IO , called the 
Board decision “ a serious m is­
take .”  R euther declared th a t 
“ Labo r m ust m ake every e f fo r t  
to  have the decision reversed.”  
The A F L  representatives, who a 
fe w  days before had voted fo r  
the A tla s  decision, suddenly came 
to  l i fe  and in  r in g in g  s ty le  de­
nounced the P resident’s executive 
o rd e r as “ a f la g ra n t v io la tio n  o f 
th e  no - s tr ik e  - no - lo ck  -  o u t - 
a l l - d isputes - to  - be - settled - 
by  - peacefu l - means agreem ent 
o f Dec. 23, 1941.”

W a lte r Reuther. V ice-P resident 
o f the U A W -C IO  in  charge o f 
its  GM section, m eanwhile made 
pub lic  a le tte r  sent to  the GM 
corpora tion , w h ich  demanded the 
open ing o f nego tia tions on the 
wage clauses o f the un ion con­
tra c t. “ Labor cannot agree,”  the 
le tte r  states, “ th a t the executive 
order w h ich freezes e x is tin g  wage 
d iffe re n tia ls  and gross inequa li­
ties  is acceptable o r a so lu tion 
o f the  present chaotic wage s it­
ua tion  in  ou r in d u s try .”  The le t ­
te r  also adds th a t incentive pay 
p lans “ are no t the answer to 
these wage inequa lities .”

A p p a re n tly , the M urray-G reen- 
S ta lin is t po licy  o f “ c r in g in g  toa­
dy ism ”  w i l l  not be allowed to 
stand in  its  present crude fo rm . 
M any o f the “ labo r leaders”  are 
t r y in g  to  get ou t fro m  under. 
W hy?  The r rc r " - jrc  in the rre:r.- 
bership ranks fo r  wage increases 
is becoming very strong .

H ere is  a p a r t ia l l is t  o f the 
s tr ikes  o f la s t week: 1,000 m a in ­
tenance w o rke rs  o f {.he D e tro it  
S tree t R a ilw ay  system  s tru ck  fo r  
the 48-hour w eek; over 3,000 
fou nd ry  w o rkers  o f D e tro it ’s 
M a in  Dodge p la n t s truck  over the 
discharge o f a union m em ber; 900 
m iners closed down th ree coal 
m ines in  H a rlan , K en tucky, in 
p ro te s t over the  “ f ilib u s te r in g  
tac tics ”  o f the opera to rs in  the 
cu rre n t coal nego tia tions ; Spicer 
M a n u fa c tu rin g  Company, key 
pa rts  m an u fac tu re r o f Toledo, 
Ohio, em p loy ing ap p ro x im a te ly  
2500 w orkers , shu t down over a 
wage dispute necessita ting the 
c los ing o f the W illys -O ve rland  
p la n t; members o f D is tr ic t  50 o f 
the U n ited  M ine W orkers  con­
tinued a s tr ik e  a t the  Celanese 
C orpo ra tion  o f N ew ark. N . J., in  
defiance o f the  W L B ; 8,000 
U A W -C IO  w o rkers  dem anding a 
signed con trac t continued th e ir  
s tr ik e  a t the  B end ix  and E ast 
Orange. N . J., p lan ts  o f the Ben­
d ix  A v ia tio n  C orpo ra tion ; a one 
day s tr ik e  was called a t the 
Cleveland p lan ts  o f the Thom p­
son Products Com pany; 500 
w orkers  continued s tr ik in g  fo r  
h igh e r wages a t the  U n ive rsa l 
A tla s  Cement Com pany p la n t a t 
U n iversa l, Pa., etc., etc.

* *  *
The M innesota Team ster, o r­

gan o f T ob in ’s M innesota lie u te ­
nants, discusses the F o r t  Snell- 
in g  scandal in  a lead ing ed ito ria l

o f its  A p r i l 8 issue. A lth o u g h  the 
e d ito r ia l adm its  th a t the  A rm y  
maneuvers a t the  f o r t  consisted 
o f t ra in in g  “ in> how to  break a 
s tr ik e ”  i t  goes on to  say: “ H ow ­
ever, th is  is no tim e  to  ra ise a 
rum pus over ind iscre tions o f 
a rm y o ffice rs a t a reception cen­
te r.”  A nd fu r th e r :  “ L e t us re ­
spect f ig h t in g  men o f ou r a rm y, 
and not pu t them on the pan fo r  
th e ir  economic be lie fs.”

T h a t is how T ob in ’s henchmen 
disgrace the once proud name o f 
the M innesota la bo r m ovem ent.

*  *  *

The M ich igan  S tate Labo r M e­
d ia tion  Board reported an in ­
crease o f over 50% in  s trikes  
and labo r disputes in  the m onth 
o f M arch as aga ins t the p re ­
vious month.

*  *  *

The M ich igan  S tate D e pa rt­
m ent o f Labor and In d u s try  re ­
ported th a t compensable indus­
t r ia l  in ju r ie s  h i t  a new h igh  o f 
3,292 in  the m on th  o f M arch. 
T h is  f ig u re , the  re p o rt po in ted 
out, is  the h ighest fo r  the 30 
years in  which records have been 
kept.

The in ju r ie s  included 26 fa ta l­
ities, 170 perm anent d is a b ility  
cases, 300 hernias, 632 cases o f 
cuts o r lacera tions, 973 spra ins 
and 762 bone frac tu re s . A l l  bu t 
10 o f the  perm anent d isab ilitie s  
involved am putations.

I t  is obvious th a t a l l fa ta lit ie s  
and in ju r ie s  in  th is  w a r do no t 
take place on ly  on' the ba ttle fie ld .

*  *  *

Seafarers Log, organ o f the 
A t la n t ic  and G u lf D is tr ic t  o f the 
Seafarers’ In te rn a tio n a l U n ion  o f 
N o rth  A m erica , A F L , rep o rts  
th a t its  o rgan iza tion  voted la s t 
week to re jec t the  f in k  card sys 
tern in troduced by  the  W a r Ship 
p ing  A d m in is tra tio n  th rou gh  its  
R ecru itm en t and M ann ing  O r­
gan iza tion . “ H ence fo rth ,”  the 
Log states, “ S IU  men w i l l  re fuse 
to sign the RM O d ra ft  re g is tra ­
tion  cards when th e y  are sub­
m itted  to  them  a t the  end o f a 
voyage.”

*  *  *

The Feenstra  b ill,  c a llin g  fo r  
the incorpo ra tion  o f t r a d e  

w-’ c k ille d  in  com m ittee 
o f the M ich igan S tate leg is la tu re , 
a ftp r  i t  was denounced by the 
A F L  and CIO.

*  *  *

P ren tiss B row n, O P A  A d m in ­
is tra to r, in fo rm ed  a House Com­
m ittee : “ I  am dubious in  m y  own 
m ind w hethe r o r n o t O P A  has 
the a u th o r ity  to  enforce grade 
la be lling ,”  and said he w ou ld  hold 
the m a tte r in  abeyance pending 
Congressional action c la r ify in g  
his a u th o rity .

They haven’ t  g o t “ a u th o r ity ”  
to  p u t labels on cans, b u t they 
have p len ty  o f “ a u th o r ity ”  to  
freeze a ll wages and freeze a ll 
workers to  th e ir  jobs !

B row n is do ing a w o nd e rfu l job  
however o f c o n tro llin g  prices, fo r  
which, presum ably, he has a ll the 
necessary “ a u th o r ity .”  A ccord ing  
to the m on th ly  f ig u re s  o f the  In ­
d u s tria l Conference Board, food 
prices showed the sensational rise  
in  the m onth o f M arch o f 2V i% . 
A t  th is  ra te  prices w ou ld  go up 
30% in a yea r’s tim e.

*  *  *

The A F L  and C IO  unions have 
jo ined forces in  Bayonne, N . J. 
to  fo rm  a U n ited  La bo r Com­
m ittee  and have p u t in to  the  fie ld  
o f the cu rre n t c ity  elections, 
Chester N adrow sk i, P res ident o f 
a local C IO  e lectrica l shop, as 
candidate fo r  C ity  Com m issioner 
on an independent la bo r slate 
Bayonne is an im p o rta n t indus­
t r ia l  c ity  o f ap p ro x im a te ly  
100,000 popu lation.

O ther c itie s  please copy.

from the Anglo-Amer-

B y E D IT H  K A N E

In Bermuda this week repre­
sentatives of the two richest 
"democracies”  are meeting to 
discuss the problem of the ref­
ugees. These unfortunates, d riv ­
en from their homelands and 
seeking some temporary haven, 
w ill find little  to comfort them 
in the statements now being re 
leased
ican Conference.

Even before the Conference 
opened, R ichard K . Law, B r it is h  
Undersecretary of State fo r  F o r­
eign A ffa irs  declared: “ I  believe 
the persecuted people should not 
be betrayed by false hopes of w ha t 
m ay be possible in to  be lie f tha t 
aid is  com ing to them, when in  
fac t we are unable to give them 
im m ediate succor.”

H aro ld  W . Dodds, cha irm an of 
the U n ited  States delegation, 
stressed fu r th e r  the “ exp lo ratory 
character”  of the conference and 
the fa c t th a t i t  is  not empowered 
to make decisions when he said: 
“ The problem is too great fo r a 
so lu tion  by the two governments 
here represented. The cooperation 
o f others m ust be solic ited . O ur 
task w il l  be to o ffe r such defin ite

proposals as m ay be possible un ­
der w a rtim e  exigencies.”

The general consensus o f the 
spokesmen was th a t the on ly  
de fin ite  program  th a t could 
provide the " tru e  and fina l solu­
t io n ”  was the “ complete and fina l 
v ic to ry ”  o f the “ A llie s ”  in  the war. 
Since the p lig h t o f the refugees 
is a d irec t ou tg row th  o f the w a r 
and becomes more desperate every 
day the w a r continues, th a t “ so­
lu tio n ”  solves exac tly  noth ing.

A N D  M E A N W H IL E ?
Even i f  one were to g ran t the 

gentlemen in  Berm uda th a t an 
a llied  v ic to ry  would solve the 
problem of these v ic tim s  o f w ar 
and cap ita lism , what, pray, are 
the y  to do in  the in te r im ?

The Jews constitu te  the largest 
group, th e ir  problems are most 
pressing. Yet, no Jew ish organiza­
tions are represented a t the 
Berm uda , Conference. B oth  in  
England and in  th is  country, com­
m ittees representing a ll the im ­
po rta n t Jew ish organizations re­
quested perm ission to a ttend but 
were turned down. The Committee 
F o r A  Jew ish A rm y  of Stateless 
and P a lestin ian  Jews published a 
fu l l  page ad in  the N. Y. Times 
of A p r i l 13 appealing fo r a

“ program  o f action . . . not p i ty ! ”
Despite its  tone o f tac t and 

diplom acy th is  appeal discloses the 
despicable ro le o f B r ita in  in  
Palestine. W h ile  the B r it is h  po licy 
is condemned, th a t of Am erica  is 
com plete ly whitewashed. Roose­
ve lt is  not asked e ithe r by the 
Com m ittee fo r a Jew ish A rm y  or 
the New Z io n is t O rganization vof 
A m erica (whose full-page ad ap­
pears in  the  same issue o f the 
Tim es) to revise the im m ig ra tio n  
laws so as to a llow  a la rge r quota 
of European Jews. Both these 
appeals request ou ly  th a t pressure 
he exerted upon W ashington to 
persuade the B r it is h  government 
to open wide the doors o f Palestine.

I t  is  a lready apparent th a t the 
A ng lo -A m erican  Conference has 
no so lu tion fo r  the refugees. They 
can f in d  no room on th is  p lanet 
fo r  a sm all section o f m ankind, 
and ye t pretend th a t they can 
solve a ll' the bu rn ing  problem s 
o f the post-w ar w orld .

Sm all wonder th a t they chose 
Berm uda— w hich  is ve ry  inacces­
sible, no t o n ly  to  the general 
pub lic  bu t also to the newspaper­
men— as the f i t t in g  place fo r  th e ir  
conference: They p re fe r as l i t t le  
p u b lic ity  as possible about th e ir  
bankruptcy.

Steel Production Declines 
A fte r U. S. Steel Scandal

W m . F. Warde Speaks O n  
New Freezing Orders

W illia m  F. W arde, popu lar 
w r i te r  and lectu rer, analyzed 
Roosevelt’s A p r i l 8 wage-freezing 
and job-freezing order a t the last 
reg u la r Sunday Open F orum  of 
the  N. Y . School o f Social Science.

R eview ing the domestic w ar 
program  of B ig  Business, W arde 
showed how Roosevelt, as the re ­
presenta tive o f the cap ita lis t 
class, consis ten tly  serves the in ­
terest o f th a t class and fa ith fu lly  
executes its  an ti-labor program .

"Roosevelt has bocome Wage 
C u tte r No. 1,”  W arde stated. He 
has already in s titu te d  a ll o f the 
time-tested means of in te n s ify in g  
the exp lo ita tion  of labo r and in ­
creasing the p ro fits  of the bosses: 
lengthened w o rk  days, speedup, 
d irec t and in d ire c t wage cuts and 
the a b o lition  of reform s.

A t the same tim e  as i t  deals 
repeated blows a t the workers, the 
ad m in is tra tio n  w inks its  eyes at 
w a r pro fiteering  and allows the 
prov is ion  fo r  a $25,000 sa la ry  l im ­
ita t io n  to be in d e fin ite ly  tabled; 
and pow erfu l forces in  Congress 
are pushing the m uch-ballyhooed 
R um l pay-as-you-go plan to l ig h t ­
en the  ta x  ob liga tions o f the  
r ich .

And while wages a f j  frozen and

w orkers chained to th e ir  jobs, the 
price of com m odities continues to 
soar, fo r  the m illio n a ire s  and in ­
du s tria lis ts  and bankers who own 
the means o f p roduction are 
d riven  by an insatiab le  th ir s t  fo r 
profits. “ C a p ita lis t th ir s t  fo r  p ro­
fits  can never be quenched 
W arde said, “ no m a tte r how much 
blood they w rin g  ou t o f the 
workers.”

In  dealing w ith  in fla tio n , the 
speaker exposed the fa ls ity  of the 
c la im  th a t h igh  wages cause In ­
fla tio n . Wages cu t o n ly  in to  the 
bosses’ profits, he said, w h ile  the 
root causes o f in fla t io n  are to be 
found in  the w ar economy of capi­
ta lism .

“ The dictates of the bosses have 
become clothed in  federa l a u th o r­
ity , ”  W arde stated, and the w o rk ­
ers can counter the un ited  attack 
o f the governm ent and B ig  B usi­
ness on ly  by fo rg in g  a p o lit ic a l 
weapon of th e ir  own. A n  Inde­
pendent Labor P a rty , based on 
the trade unions, could stem  the 
tide  o f reaction , and representa­
tives in  Congress who d ire c tly  
represented the  w o rk in g  class 
could e ffe c tiv e ly  b lock the  mass 
o f a n ti- la b o r le g is la tio n  now be­
in g  advanced b y  boss po litic ian s .

In  e ith e r case, i t  seems clear 
th a t fa ilu re  to  meet these speci­
fications m ust have been p re tty  
widespread before the T rum an 
hearing !

N E L S O N ’S A P P E A L  
W PB cha irm an Donald Nelson 

has also expressed concern about 
an “ appreciable”  decline in  steel 
production  w h ich  he traces to 
“ more than usual”  v ig ilance on the 
pa rt of inspectors. In  a telegram  
to 90 m ills  p roducing steel plate, 
sent on A p r i l 10, he paid a l i t t le  
lip-service to the need fo r  "honest 
good judgm ent in  tes ting  and in ­
spection”  b u t warned the corpora­
tions th a t th a t they should not 
lean over backwards seeking “ un­
a tta inab le  perfection”  and thus 
reducing the previous volum e of 
steel plate produced and shipped.

In  e ffec t th is  was a request to  
avoid scandals i f  possible, bu t to 
m a in ta in  previous production 
quotas a t a ll costs.

The W ar P roduction Board 
fo llowed th is  up by ca llin g  a 
m eeting o f lead ing steel corpora­
t io n  o ffic ia ls  and w ar agency of­
ficials. The m eeting was closed to 
the press, bu t was followed by the 
announcement th a t the conferees 
had, agreed on the ad v isa b ility  of 
“ s im p lify in g !’ tes ting  procedures 

spectors to see th a t governm ent I fo r steel plate so as to "m a in ta in  
con tract specifications are met. | m axim um  ou tpu t w ith o u t undu ly

(C ontinued fro m  page 1)
man of the com m ittee. Senator 
Mead, declared on A p r i l 19:

M E A D ’S S T A T E M E N T
“ I t  has been suggested by steel 

company o ffic ia ls  who have re­
sorted to gossip and rum or, but 
who have no t au thorized the use 
o f th e ir  names, th a t there may be 
a 35% steel slum p because the 
com m ittee has required the Car­
ne g ie -Illino is  Steel Corporation to 
be honest.

"Consequently, the com m ittee is 
ask ing a ll producers o f steel plate 
wh ich fa i l  to produce as much in  
A p r i l as they did  in  the same 
am ount o f w o rk in g  tim e  in  March 
to rep o rt to the com m ittee the 
extent o f any slum p in  th e ir  
p roduction w h ich they a ttr ib u te  
to the  requ irem ent th a t they 
com ply w ith  government specifica­
tions.”

W H A T  IT  PROVES
I t  is  im possible to  state w ith  

ce rta in ty  w hether the decline in  
steel p roduction is  due to pressure 
being exerted by the steel barons 
to prevent any more exposures of 
th e ir  c r im in a l practices w h ich 
endangered the lives o f men in  
the armed forces o r whether i t  is 
duo to special care taken by in-

B y D A V ID  L A N D S

CLEVELAND, Ohio, April 
15. —  Thompson Products 
workers returned to work today 
after a one day strike. The lo­
cal press called it  the first "au­
thorized” strike since Pearl 
Harbor. Thompson Products 
Incorporated, producers of air­
craft parts, is one of the last 
strongholds o f the open shop.
The CIO United Auto W ork­
ers has been try ing for 5 years 
to organize the plant, gaining 
the first step toward unionizing 
the Cleveland unit of 5000 
workers when it  won limited 
bargaining rights a few months 
ago.

The s tr ik e  was called as an 
answer to the f ir in g  o f 12 w o rk ­
ers, 11 o f whom were un ion 
stewards and committeemen. The 
workers responded en thus iastica lly  
to the s tr ik e  ca ll. Despite the 
barrage o f propaganda against any 
un ion a c tiv ity , open in c item en t to 
violence against the s tr ike rs  on 
the p a rt o f the ca p ita lis t press, 
and the tra d it io n a l te rro r  regime 
a t Thompson Products, strong 
p icke t lines were form ed a t the 
two m a in  gates.

Labor Board ins tructed  the com­
pany to  reh ire  the dismissed men 
and investigate the s itu a tio n  in 
the p lan t.

The reg ional War, Labor Board 
turned over the question to its  
conc ilia tion  com m issioner and re ­
commended to the N a tiona l W ar 
Labor Board tha t an investiga tion  
be made. Understanding w hat th is  
meant. —  th a t ju s t one more 
grievance would jo in  the m ountain 
o f grievances co llec ting  dust on 
W LB  files —  the union local called 
the s trike . H a ll was quoted in  the 
press as s ta tin g  em pha tica lly  a t 
a regu lar m eeting of the Cleveland 
In d u s tr ia l U n ion  Council on 
Wednesday n igh t, th a t the s tr ik e  
was authorized. He stated fu rth e r 
th a t the un ion had placed charge 
a fte r charge w ith  governm ent 
agencies and had w r itte n  to P resi­
dent Roosevelt about the s itua tion  
a t Thompson Products bu t “ gov­
ernm ent agencies were le tharg ic  
and som eth ing had to be done to 
wake them .”

Jobs Are Frozen To 
Help Keep Wages Down

(Continued fro m  page 1)
non-deferable occupations under 
pena lty  o f being inducted.

“ Thus, an elevator m an in  an 
a irc ra ft  p la n t, engaged in  a non- 
deferable occupation, w ish in g  to 
take a w ar job w h ich  would nor­
m a lly  pay h im  a h igh e r rate, Is 
prevented fro m  ta k in g  the new 
job under the ru lin g . On the 
other hand, he m ay be inducted 
in to  the A rm y  i f  he rem ains in  
h is non-deferable job even though 
he m ay have a w ife  and several 
ch ild ren .”

H O W  U N IO N  H E A D S  A C T E D
As in  the case o f the wage-freez­

in g  order, the top leaders o f the 
A F L  and CIO looked shocked 
when they were in fo rm ed of the 
la test an ti-labor step by the ad­
m in is tra tio n  and they refused to 
make statements u n t il they  had 
had an op po rtu n ity  to "s tud y ”  
the order. Labor members o f the 
W M C’s Labor-Management Com­
m ittee  said they had seen the o r­
der a few  days before its  pub lic  
announcement, bu t th a t they had 
the understand ing th a t i t  was ten­
ta tiv e  and they would have an­
o ther op p o rtu n ity  to go over it .

B u t a fte r a few days the M u r­
rays and the Greens broke th e ir  
silence. On A p r i l 19 M u rra y  ap­
proved the job-freezing order —  
w ith  some reservation to save 
face, of course, w ith  the plea tha t 
some features o f the order be 
“ c la rified .”  etc., and the hope tha t 
the W MC in tend  “ to p ro tect the 
provisions o f collective ba rga in ing 
and wage agreements 1 . . ”  T h is  
is known as sw a llow ing  the camel 
and s tra in in g  a t the gnat. Green 
weakly declared on A p r i l 20 th a t 
the order was “ uncalled fo r  and 
unnecessary a t the  m om ent;”  he 
also asked fo r "m odifica tions.”

The "s tra tegy”  o f the top labor 
bureaucrats has .been decisively 
p u t to  the  te s t in  recent weeks. 
They started  ou t w ith  a nom inal 
protest against the L i t t le  Steel 
form ula, bu t Roosevelt, recogniz­
in g  them fo r the week-kneed capi­
tu la to rs  th a t they are, gave them 
a song-and-dance u n t il h is wage 
freezing order was ready to  be 
slapped in to  th e ir  faces.

W E L L  T R A IN E D  DOGS 
M ak ing  face-saving protests th a t

fooled no one, they then an­
nounced th a t they would " f ig h t”  
to have prices ro lled  back and 
frozen and to have the wage-freez­
in g  order applied in  a “ f le x ib le ”  
manner. Now comes the job ­
freezing order, and again they 
make a few protests bu t again 
they re trea t lik e  well-mannered 
dogs.

Thus they  have c lea rly  shown 
w hat th e ir  po licy  o f supporting 
Roosevelt means in  action. I t  
means v is it in g  the W h ite  House 
and ge tting  sugary promises 
w h ich the labor leaders pass along 
to lu l l  the w orkers u n t il th e ir  
" fr ie n d ”  Roosevelt is  prepared to 
crack down a l i t t le  harder.

The job-freezing and wage­
freezing orders, and the behavior 
of the na tiona l A F L  and CIO of­
fic ia ls  in  the face of these a n ti­
labor measures, make i t  clear 
th a t the unions m ust s tr ik e  out 
as an independent force fig h tin g  
fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts  o r they are on 
the way to destruction  a t the 
hands of th e ir  ca p ita lis t “ frien ds ”  
as w e ll as of th e ir  avowed en­
emies.

low ering  its  q u a lity .”  (N . Y. 
Times, A p r i l 18.) A n  advisory 
com m ittee was selected to make 
recommendations along th is  line.

F A IR LE S S  GETS B O LD E R
Emboldened by these develop­

ments, B en jam in  F . Fairless, 
president of U. S. Steel, issued a 
statem ent on A p r i l 19, brazenly 
asserting th a t the sub-standard 
steel p late investigated by the 
T rum an  Com m ittee were “ en tire ly  
suitable fo r  th e ir  in tended uses 
fo r sh ipb u ild in g  purposes, despite 
ir re g u la r itie s  in  the tes ting  o f a 
sm all percentage o f the plate 
production in  th is  I r v in  W orks 
p lan t . . . there is no proper basis 
to characterize these plates as 
defective o r fau lty , o r to question 
the safety o r s u ita b ility  of these 
plates fo r  sh ipb u ild in g  purposes.”

T h is  f lie s  r ig h t  in the  face o f 
the tes tim ony a t the T rum an  
hearing Which revealed th a t  U.S. 
Steel p la te  sent to  K a ise r sh ip -' 
yards la s t w in te r  was “ b r i t t le ”  
and “ more lik e  cast iro n  than 
stee l”  and resu lted in  a K a ise r 
ship, the Schenectady, snapping 
in  h a lf on its  t r ia l  run .

N o r does Fa irless ’ new state­
m ent jibe  very  w e ll w ith  h is  own 
testim ony before the T rum an 
Committee on M arch 23 when he 
said th a t he was “ as shocked and 
desirous of- a correction  o f the 
s itu a tio n  as you are”  and ad­
m itted  th a t the testim ony showed 
“ ve ry  poor management.”

“ D E L A Y  A N D  O B S TR U C T IO N ”
Fairless ’ new statem ent repeated 

the a lib i th a t the scandal un­
covered a t the T rum an hearing 
was the fa u lt  o f a few  p lan t o f­
ficia ls. B h t the behavior of the 
h igher corpora tion offic ia ls, as 
described in  a T rum an  Committee 
repo rt issued on A p r i l 19, gives 
good reason fo r  suspecting tha t 
they were w e ll aware of w ha t was 
going on. The report says o f the 
h igher management:

“ Instead o f coopera ting  in  an 
in ves tig a tion  o f a serious s itua  
tion  which had arisen by reason 
o f the  carelessness and n e g li­
gence o f the m anagement, i t  a t­
tem pted to  delay and obs truc t the 
in ves tig a tion  by re fu s in g  access 
to  records and an o p p o rtu n ity  to  
exam ine witnesses.”

C O M P A N Y  P R O V O C A TIO N
The im m ediate issue behind the 

present d ispute was the refusal 
of the company to p e rm it a union 
com m ittee to attend hearings on 
a w o rke r’s grievance. A  w orker 
charged w ith  fa ls ifica tion  of 
production records demanded the 
rig h t- to have a un ion com m ittee 
represent h im  agajnst a ba tte ry  
o f company o ffic ia ls  and' super­
visors. The com m ittee composed 
of un ion stewards and com m ittee­
men was v io le n tly  evicted from  
the p la n t by the company cops.

Ed H a ll, U A W  organ izer of 
Thompson Products Local 300, 
stated im m ed ia te ly  a fte r  the 
d ispute th a t the un ion, in  tu rn in g  
the case over to the reg ional W ar 
Labor Board, was prepared to call 
a s tr ik e  authorized by President 
R. J. Thomas unless the W ar

W L B  A ID S  A N D  A B E T S
The W ar Labor Board, in  keep­

in g  w ith  its  established an ti-un ion 
policy, ordered the men back to 
w ork. In  do ing so i t  placed on the 
w orkers and th e ir  un ion the 
resp on s ib ility  fo r  the s tr ik e  w h ich 
re a lly  belongs on Thompson 
products and its  an ti-labor pres i­
dent, F rede rick  J. C raw ford, who 
had provoked the s tr ike . By 
centering its  a ttack  against the 
workers, the W ar Labor Board 
gave aid and com fort to the union- 
busting  tactics of Thompson 
Products. I t  backed the company 
s t i l l  more by exclud ing the 12 men 
o r ig in a lly  fired from  the o rder to 
re tu rn  to w ork.

The s tr ike rs  voted to  re tu rn  to 
w o rk  pending p rom pt considera­
tion  o f th e ir  grievances. T h e ir 
ju s tified  lack o f confidence in  the 
W ar Labor Board and the 
de term ination  w ith  w h ich  they 
ra llie d  to the dismissed un ion 
representatives indicates th a t the 
days\ of the open-shop regim e at 
the  Cleveland Thompson Products 
p lan t are numbered.

V.R. Dunne Is SWP Candidate 
For Mayor Of Minneapolis

What Happened to 
The April 13 Issue 
Of The Militant'

The M il ita n t  reported last 
week th a t the A p r i l 3 issue of 
th is  paper, w h ich  had been de­
posited in  the Post Office on 
A p r il 1. had not been released 
by W ashington fo r de live ry  as 
la te as A p r i l 14, despite a 
prom ise by M r. V incen t M iles, 
S o lic ito r of the Post Office, tha t 
e ffo rts  would be made to d is­
patch the paper w ith in  two 
days of deposit.

We have since been in fo rm ed 
by the postal au tho ritie s  th a t 
the long delay was no t in tend ­
ed, th a t M r. M iles had sent a 
telegram  to the New Y o rk  Post 
Office au tho riz ing  the dispatch 
of the paper on bu t th a t the 
New Y ork  Post Office, had not 
received the telegram  or learn­
ed o f its  contents u n t il 
A p r i l 1G.

The A p r i l 3 issue was d is­
patched on A p r i l 17.

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages io Meet 

Rising Living Costs

(Contiitned fro m  page 1)
publican office boys are speeding 
up th is  process.

W H A T  D U N N E  A D V O C A T E S  
“ I  ask the  support o f M innea­

polis w orkers and the frien ds  o f 
the labo r movement, as the So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  candidate 
fo r  M ayor o f M inneapo lis. Now, 
as before, I  stand fo r  democracy 
in  the w orkers ’ m ovem ent; fo r  a 
m ilita n t s tru g g le  fo r  fu l l  econo­
mic and p o lit ic a l r ig h ts  fo r  a ll 
who la b o r: men and wom en; 
w h ite  and colored; Jew and Gen­
tile . These r ig h ts  can be gained 
on ly  i f  S ta lin ism , i?tassenism and 
Tobin ism  are eradicated fro m  
the labo r movement.

“ A  fre sh  s ta r t  m ust be made. 
Long steps tow a rd  a be tte r day 
can be taken by  M inneapolis la ­
bor in  th is  election. I  stand fo r  
m il ita n t  in d u s tr ia l unions, fo r  an 
independent labo r p a rty , fo r  
elected w o rke rs ’ representatives 
everywhere, fo r  a m arch to  a So­
c ia lis t W orld .

“ A s  a T ro ts k y is t, I  am pledged

CIO Woodworkers 
Aid in Appealing 
Kelly Postal Case

"W e hope you w i l l  receive a 
good response to  you r appeal 
fo r  financia l assistance and 
th a t the  u ltim a te  resu lts w i l l  
be m ost favorable," wrlteB- Lo- 
cal 28, In te rn a tio n a l Wood­
w orkers o f Am erica. CIO, o f 
Porto la, C a lif., one o f the  rec­
ent con tribu to rs  to the C iv il 
R ights Defense Committee, 
w h ich  is conducting the cam­
paign on the  K e lly  Postal ap­
peal.

to  the p rogram  o f in te rn a tio n a l 
Socialism . The out-moded social 
system w hich produced c a p ita lis t 
anarchy, w a r fo r  the  p ro fits  o f 
im p e ria lis t gangsters and bloody, 
b ru ta l fascism , m ust be abolished 
fro m  the ea rth .”

The so-called la bo r candidate, 
endorsed jo in t ly  by A F L  and CIO  
unions in  M inneapo lis, is  a m an 
whom. C e n tra l Labo r U n ion o ff i­
cia ls boasted they picked up o u t­
side o f la bo r’s ranks. T h is  man, 
C LU  o ffic ia ls  p ro ud ly  explained, 
had c a re fu lly  weighed o ffe rs  fro m  
the Ju n io r Association o f Com­
merce and Roosevelt’s W a r Man 
power Commission before accept­
in g  the o ffe r  o f  the un ion move­
ment. I t  was revealed th a t  the  
ba rga in  included the prom ise by  
union bureaucrats to  take care 
o f h im  w ith  a job  in  case he is 
defeated in  1 the election cam­
paign.

C A M P A IG N  A C T IV IT Y
Opening h is  cam paign w ith  a 

speech a t the T w in  C ity  Sunday 
Forum  on A p r i l  18, Comrade 
Dunne spoke on “ La bo r’s Stake 
in the M inneapo lis E lections.”  He 
w ill speak again a t a M ay D ay 
ra l ly  on S a tu rday evening, M a y  
1, a t the  headquarters o f the  So­
c ia lis t W orkers  P a r ty  in  M innea­
polis. A  rad io  speech is scheduled 
over s ta tion  W L O L  on F rida y . 
M ay 7, a t 7:15 P. M. in  a s ta te ­
wide hook-up.

U nde r the d irec tion  o f H a r ry  
De Boer, cam paign manager, 
thousands o f copies o f th is  issue 
and a special e lection ed ition  o f 
The M il ita n t  n e x t week w i l l  be 
d is tr ibu te d  in  w o rk in g  class 
areas. O ther plans are under w ay 
to  ra l ly  the  w o rkers  o f M innea­
po lis  behind Cdmrade Dunne’s 
cam paign.

V. R. DUNNE
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY CANDIDATE 

FOR MAYOR OF MINNEAPOLIS

SPEAKS IN MINNESOTA:
AT THE MAY DAY RALLY

sponsored by the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  

S A T U R D A Y . M A Y  1. 8 P. M .. a t 

919“ M A R Q U E T T E  A V E .7 M IN N E A P 0 L IS

Social to  fo llo w  m eeting : Adm ission free

AT A RADIO BROADCAST

on the issues in  the M inneapo lis election 

F R ID A Y , M A Y  7 

7:15 to  7:30 P. M .

O ver S ta tio n  W L O L

A Short History 
Of ‘The Militant’
The M il ita n t  bad entered its  

fifteen th  year of service to the 
labor movement when the U n ited  
States entered 'th e  second w o rld  
war. Because The. M ilitan t, con­
tinued to defend the in te rests o f 
the masses in  w ar as in  peace, 
because i t  continued to te ll the 
tru th , the a d m in is tra tion  revoked 
Its  second-class m a ilin g  p riv ileges 
las t m onth and in te rfe res w ith  the 
d e live ry  o f every issue entered as 
th ird-c lass m ail.

The stand taken by the ad­
m in is tra t io n  was voiced by A t­
to rney General B iddle, who 
charged in  a le tte r  w r itte n  la s t 
December th a t th is  paper “ is  per­
meated w ith  the thesis th a t the 
w ar is being fought sole ly f o r  the 
benefit o f  the ru l in g  groups and 
w i l l  serve m ere ly to continue the 
enslavement o f the w o rk in g  
classes. I t  is urged tha t th is  w a r 
is an im p e ria lis tic  clash fo r spoils 
a t the expense o f the lives and 
l iv in g  standards o f the pe o p le ..."

T h is  was B idd le ’s way of say­
in g  th a t The M il ita n t  had shown 
th a t the w a r was the resu lt and 
the con tinua tion  o f the economic 
r iv a lry  of the cap ita lis ts ; exposed 
the m onopolists who even a fte r 
Pearl H a rbo r continued to m a in ­
ta in  th e ir  pa tent pools w ith  the 
N azi m onopolists and to  sabotage 
production in  the in te rest of post­
w ar p ro fit and p riv ileges ; urged 
the w orkers to res is t the an ti-labor 
offensive o f the employers, who 
are concerned no t w ith  democracy 
bu t on ly  w ith  pro fits  and p lac ing 
the burden o f the w a r on the 
w orkers th rough increased taxes, 
h igher prices and frozen wages.

B idd le ’s le tte r  also accused The 
M ilita n t  of de rid ing  "dem ocracy 
and the ‘fo u r  freedom s’ as hypo­
c r it ic a l shams.”

T h is  was a bare-faced lie , and 
B idd le  knew  it .  The M il ita n t  d id  
not and does no t deride democracy. 
On the con tra ry  i t  aggressively 
and consis ten tly  figh ts to preserve 
and extend the dem ocratic r ig h ts  
o f the masses, as every issue of 
th is  paper since the beg inn ing o f 
the w ar w i l l  tes tify . I t  is  no t 
democracy th a t The M il ita n t  
derides, b u t the hypocrisy  o f the 
ad m in is tra tio n  w h ich  makes noble­
sounding speeches on the question 
bu t vio lates a ll its  lo fty  promises 
in  action, as i t  d id  on a domestio 
issue such as the an ti-po ll ta x  
b i l l and on a fo re ign issue such 
as the hand of fr ie n d sh ip  w h ich  
i t  extends to the fasc is t Franco. 
Was The M ilita n t,  .w rong  in  
denouncing the B idd les as hypo­
crites? They proved how r ig h t  ou r 
charge was when they w ent ahead 
to a ttack th is  paper fo r  te llin g  
the tru th .

A no ther charge o f B idd le ’s waa 
th a t The M ilita n t  published "a n ti-  
B r it is h  attacks.”

T h is  was another lie  by the 
hypocritica l B iddle. The M il ita n t  
carried no a n ti-B r it is h  a rtic les. I t  
carried artic les  denouncing the 
B r it is h  IM P E R IA L IS T S  fo r refus- 
in g  among o ther th ings  to g ra n t 
independence to Ind ia . B u t we 
don’t  regard tha t as an a n ti-B r it­
ish attack. We believe th a t the 
po licy  we fo llow  on th is  issue la 
in  the in terests o f the great 
m a jo r ity  o f the B r it is h  people, 
who themselves are oppressed by 
B r it is h  im p eria lism  and whose 
desire to w ipe ou t fascism is ob­
structed by the im p e ria lis ts ’ op­
position to g ra n tin g  freedom to  
the In d ia n  masses.

T h is  paper p rin ted  “ charges o f 
Fascist co llabora tion by the U n ited  
States,”  B iddle continued.

Of course i t  d id. I t  no t on ly  
made such charges bu t protested 
against such practices m ost 
v igorously, as when the U. S. ad 
m in is tra tio n  carried  th rough  tha 
D arlan deal, the G iraud deal, etc. 
T h is  m ay be a crim e in  B idd le ’s 
eyes, bu t i t  isn ’t  in  the eyes of 
the Am erican people and the 
masses explo ited by the fascists 
w ith  whom  the a d m in is tra tio n  
collaborates.

The M il ita n t  Is also g u ilty  o f 
the “ s tim u la tio n  of race issues,”  
B idd le  declared.

T h is  is h is d is to rtio n  o f our 
po licy pursued before and a fte r 
Pearl H a rbo r o f opposing dis­
c r im in a tio n  against the Negro 
people and other m in o ritie s  prac­
ticed by both the employers and 
the government. The t ru th  is th a t 
th is  paper, fa r  from  s tim u la tin g  
rac ia l antagonisms, tr ies  to un ite  
Negro and w h ite  in  a jo in t  s trug­
gle against th e ir  common enemy.

Despite B iddle, thousands of 
workers became acquainted w ith  
The M il ita n t  fo r  the f irs t  tim e  in  
1942, and m any of them learned 
th a t I t  defends th e ir  in terests. 
They can rest assured th a t The 
M ilita n t  w i l l  continue in  the same 
tra d it io n  in  the fu tu re  as in  the 
past.

(T h is  is the fina l in  a series of 
artic les  on th is  paper's h is to ry. 
Those who are in terested in  ex­
am in ing  the 191/2 issues o f th is  
paper can get the hound volume 
fo r  tha t year hy sending S3 to 
Business Manager, 116 U n ive rs ity  
PI., New. Yorli.J
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the recent moves toward the formation of Labor Parties in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and other states attest to this 
growing derqand for independent labor political action.

The workers must end company unionism on the political 
field and organize their own party to check the anti-labor 
drive in Congress and in the state legislatures and to promote 
their interests.

For an Independent Labor Party based on the 
trade unions and equipped with a militant pro­
gram of action!

The workers cannot entrust the conduct o f their fight 
against fascism to capitalist forces or their agents, who are 
prim arily concerned with protecting their profits, privileges 
and property. The American people cannot leave, the welfare 
o f their sons, husbands and brothers in the armed forces and 
merchant marine to the mercy of these profit-mad monopolists 
and their political representatives.

To clear the road for the struggle against fascism abroad 
and at home, to take the profit out of war, and to protect 
their very lives, it is necessary for the workers to:

Expropriate the war industries! Operate them 
UUder workers’ control!

Frozen wages, soaring prices, scarcity of basic commodi­
ties, and mounting taxes slash deeply into the workers’ stand­
ard of living. Swollen profits of speculators, big food manu­
facturers and distributors, black market prices keep pushing 
up the cost of prime necessities. Price-fixing regulations have 
admittedly broken down.

To protect the living standards of the masses, workers’ 
wages and working farmers’ incqjnes must rise to meet the 
rising cost of living. A ll unions must fight for:

A rising scale of wages to meet the rising cost 
of living!

Scarce consumer goods should be rationed and everyone 
who w’orks should be guaranteed by law an adequate allot­
ment of food and clothing. There must be strict enforcement 
o f price ceilings through mass committees of trade unions, 
housewives and working farmers. There should be no taxes 
on workers’ wages nor on incomes below §5,000 a year. A ll 
incomes over §25,000 should be confiscated.

The main weapon of the workers in defense of their liv ­
ing standards and working conditions, the right to strike, 
has been surrendered by their official leadership to Roose­
velt in exchange for Unkept promises. To combat the ever- 
increasing cost of living, to maintain their conditions of lile  
and labor, and to defend themselves against the anti-union of­
fensive of the bosses, the workers must regain their freedom of 
economic action. The firm stand and stubborn struggle of 
the coal miners have pointed the way to the rest of American 
labor.

No reliance upon government boards packed 
against labor! Defend the right to strike!

By the end of 1943 over ten millions w ill be in the 
armed forces. Scattered all over the world, they w ill be m ili­
tarized for years. These men and women in uniform should 
have the same rights as in civilian life.

The Rickenbackers are trying to cover up capitalist war 
profiteering and to p it the men in uniform against the work­
ers in overalls by lying stories about “ overtime millionaires,”  
absenteeism, and so forth. This propaganda campaign of 
the bosses is being supplemented by the training of soldiers 
in strike-breaking tactics.

This anti-labor offensive w ithin and around the army 
gravely endangers the trade unions. Organized labor must de­
fend the interests of the rank-and-file soldiers both for their 
sake and its own. The unions must step forward and demand 
a moratorium on all debts and union wages for draftees, must 
uphold their right to hold meetings and to be tried by a ju ry  
of their fellow's instead of by brass-hat court-martial.

For democratic rights of all men in the armed 
forces!

Trade unionists should demand training camps of their 
own, financed by the government. These should include spe­
cial camps to train w'orker-officers who, unlike the present 
high officer caste, w ill have no reason to spread anti-labor 
venom among their men.

F.or military training camps under control of 
the trade unions!

Not since the C iv il War have the Negroes displayed more

determination to fight for fu ll social, economic, and political 
equality. Nevertheless discrimination prevails in the war in­
dustries and in the armed forces. As the principal oppressed 
m inority in the United States, the Negro people cannot achieve 
the freedom they seek without the active and whole-hearted 
support of the white workers. We call upon every Negro and 
white worker to unite:

Against Jim Crowism! For equal rights for 
Negroes in industry and in the armed forces!

Women by the millions are entering the factories, many 
for the first time. The Irade unions must demand:

Equal pay for equal work by women!
The administration threatens to ration c ivil liberties and 

curtail the democratic rights of free speech, freedom of the 
press and of assembly. It refuses to repeal the poll tax laws 
which disfranchise almost ten m illion white and Negro work­
ers and sharecroppers in the South. After sentencing 18 lead-' 
ing members of the Socialist Workers Party and of Team­
sters Local 544-CIO in Minneapolis the day w'ar was 
declared, the administration has proceeded to revoke the sec­
ond-class mailing privileges of The M ilitan t. This first at­
tack upon the foremost anti-fascist labor paper provides a 
precedent which can be invoked against other labor and Liberal 
organs.

No return to the witch-hunts of 1917-1918! 
Defend the freedom of the press! Abolish the poll 
tax! Free all class-war prisoners!

World economic crises, the spread of fascism, and now 
the Second World War in a generation have made workers 
everywhere realize that the security and salvation of the 
workers in any one country depend upon the political and 
economic situation of workers in other countries.

Events today compel the American workers to th ink of 
their problems in world terms. A ll class-conscious workers 
have been inspired by the stand of the Soviet masses against 
the Nazi invaders and the recent victories t>f the Red Army. 
Their class feelings tell them \vhat Marxist theory confirms: 
that the Soviet Union, despite its political degeneration under 
the regime of Stalin, nevertheless remains a workers’ state,'rid 
of capitalists and based upon nationalized property; that the 
basic conquests of the Russian revolution remain; and that 
every worker is duty-bound to defend the USSR in its struggle 
against all imperialist attempts to overthrow and destroy the 
first workers’ state.

The morale of the Soviet peoples and the v ir il ity  of the 
Red A rm y’s resistance spring out of the conquests achieved 
by the October Revolution of 1917.

But the struggle in defense of the USSR is seriously 
handicapped and its achievements imperilled by the policies of 
the degenerate and treacherous Stalinist clique which has 
usurped the power in the first workers’ state. This reaction­
ary bureaucracy tries to stifle the revolutionary spirit o f the 
Soviet masses, refuses to restore Soviet democracy, and tight­
ens the hold of its totalitarian apparatus upon Soviet life. 
Stalin’s foreign policy is an extension of his reactionary 
domestic policy. Instead of summoning the workers in capital- ’ 
ist countries to a jo in t struggle against their common enemy, 
world imperialism, Stalin helps chain them to Anglo-Amer­
ican capitalism.

The winter victories of the Red Armies and the spread­
ing c iv il warfare in Yugoslavia and Poland have engendered 
a deep-going crisis in the relations between the Kremlin and 
its Anglo-American allies. The fundamental and irreconcila­
ble opposition between Soviet property relations and world 
capitalism asserts itself in this widening r ift. The subsequent 
development of this antagonism can lead to an open revival 
of the anti-Soviet mobilization organized during the Soviet- 
Finnish war of 1939-1940 when the entire “ democratic”  capi­
talist world cheered on Mannerheim’s army.

The sole reliable allies of the Soviet Union in its life- 
and-death struggle are the workers of the world, above all, 
the German workers. H itle r’s forces can be disintegrated from 
within and won over by a revolutionary program, a summons 
to the German workers to overthrow Hitlerism and imperial­
ism, and, together w ith the liberated peoples of the continent, 
go forward to create the Socialist United States of Europe.

Defend the Soviet Union against all the in*- 
perialist powers and against the Stalinist bureauc­
racy!

For six years the people of China have been fighting

against Japanese invaders. Now they have been joined by 
The people o f India who struggle for their independence against 
Britain. We unconditionally defend the Chinese and Indian 
masses in their fight for emancipation against the riva l im ­
perialist enslavers. The titanic struggle of colonial Asia for 
national freedom and social liberation is a genuine fight for 
liberty, democracy and progress. Their liberationist struggle 
can finally triumph.only under the leadership and through the 
program of the youthful proletariat who can lead their peas­
ant allies toward a Soviet China and a Soviet India, keystones 
in the Socialist United States of Asia!

Unconditional support to the struggles for in­
dependence of the Chinese, Indian and all colonial 
peoples in Asia, Africa, and South America!

The American workers want to destroy fascism and to. 
help liberate the conquered peoples of Europe. I low can these 
worthy aims be realized?

The trade union bureaucrats, the Stalinist and Social- 
Demdtratic leaders urge the masses to trust in and to stake 
all upon a m ilita ry  victory of the “ United Nations”  over 
the Axis. But the armies being prepared for invasion come 
not to liberate Europe from capitalism but to save capitalism. 
London and Washington propose to dismember Germany, 
subjugate and punish the German nation.

The German people today fear that the Anglo-American 
victors w ill in flic t just as severe penalties upon them as H it­
ler himself imposed upon France. 1 lowever much they hate' 
Hitlerism and long to rid themselves of it, they are held back 
from struggle by the paralyzing dread of the political and 
economic consequences of another “ peace treaty” imposed by 
the victors. The German people’s memories of the Versailles 
aftermath of the last war combined with their knowledge of 
the avowed aims of the Anglo-American coalition help to prop 
up H itler and deter internal resistance against his regime.

This situation inside Germany could be transformed over­
night i f  the workers of the United States would establish their 
own Workers’ and Farmers’ Government. Such an anti-capi­
talist government could hold out the hand of fraternity to 
the German workers and peasants, calling upon them to over­
throw the Nazis and the capitalists who back this regime and 
to march forward to establish their own government.

A Workers’ and Farmers’ Government of the United 
States would not fear the consequences of a Soviet triumph 
over H itler but would exert its fu ll power to help the Red 

'Armies conquer and destroy the menace of imperialism. A

Workers’ and Farmers’ Government could honestly renounce 
all imperialist aims and privileges. It could insist upon inde­
pendence for India which would transform four hundred m il­
lion sullen slaves of British imperialism and all the natives 
of Asia into powerful allies of the workers against fascism 
and imperialism.

A Workers’ and Farmers’ Government alone could real­
ize a Socialist program which would bring peace, security, 
freedom and plenty to the American people. That is why we 
appeal to the American workers:

For the establishment of a Workers’ and Far­
mers’ Government which will end fascism abroad 
and at home!

The program we advocate is Lenin's and Trotsky’s pro­
gram of international socialist struggle which was tried, tested, 
and proved triumphant during the First World War. The 
Bolshevik program of peace through socialism stopped the im­
perialist war in Russia and hastened the end of the war else­
where by its revolutionary effects.

The anti-capitalist revolt of the masses emerging from 
the first world war was carried through to the creation and 
maintenance of a workers’ state only in Russia. Elsewhere it 
faltered, stopped short, and was crushed by reaction.

Chronic crises, fascism, Stalinism, and finally the Second 
World War are the heavy price the world working class has 
had to pay for the failure of its leadership to spread the vic­
torious revolution from Russia to the rest of Europe and Asia.

The terrible experiences of the years between the First 
and the Second World Wars demonstrate that society can 
only go from one convulsion to the next, ftopt the Second 
World War to the Third , unless capitalism is abolished, the 
workers take fu ll power in their hands, expropriate the ex­
ploiters, and set up their own regime.

The only way out of the bloody chaos of capitalism is 
through the struggle for socialism.

For peace through international socialism! For 
the united struggle and international solidarity of 
all workers and colonial peoples! For the Socialist 
United States of the World!

N A TIO N A L C O M M ITTE E  
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

M ay Day A nd The Bolsheviks

The M ilita n t Origin And 
Traditions Of May Day

B y  JO H N  G. W R IG H T

The first document relating 
to May Day and accredited to 
Lenin is a circular dated 1896 
written by him in a Czarist ja il 
in the name of the “ Petersburg 
League of Struggle for the 
Emancipation of the Working 
Class.”

The founding congress of the 
Second International in Paris 
(4889) had established this day

the m eaning o f th is  day to the 
P etersburg w orkers. In  conclud­
ing, he w ro te :

“ Comrades, i f  we un ite  f irm ly  
and wholehearted ly, then the day 
is not d is ta n t when we too, fo rm ­
ing  our forces in  serried ranks, 
w i l l  be able openly to  jo in  the 
common s tru g g le  o f the w orkers 
o f a ll countries, w ith o u t d is tinc ­
tion  o f creed o r color, against 
the cap ita lis ts  o f the  whole world . 
And once we l i f t  up our toil- 
hardened hands, the sham efu l

as a day o f in te rn a tio n a l laboivn chains o f s lavery  w i l l  be shat- 
s o lid a rity . The whole c a p ita l is t ' 
w o rld  was a larm ed a t the  tim e  by 
the p roc lam ation  o f M ay Day.
They expected th a t the celebra­
tio n  o f 1890 would serve as the 
d irec t s igna l fo r  the w o rld  p ro le ­
ta r ia n  revo lu tion . T h is  summons 
was fu l ly  answered in  backward 
C za ris t Russia.

A ltho ug h  M a rx is t o rgan izations 
in  Russia were no t y e t form ed 
a t the  tim e  —  the f i r s t  genuine 
M a rx is t groups were  founded in  
1894, th a t is, fo u r  years a f te r  the 
o r ig in a l M ay D ay celebration, —  
th is  ho liday was nevertheless 
celebrated in  P e te rsburg  in  1891 
w ith  about 200 p a rtic ip a tin g  in  
an ille g a l m eeting. The Moscow 
organ iza tion  o f Russian M a rx is ts  
d id  nq t acquire su ffic ie n t s treng th  
and in fluence to  issue a ca ll fo r  
a M ay D ay ce lebration under i l ­
lega l conditions u n t il 1895.

L E N IN  IN  1896

In  his c irc u la r o f 1896 Len in  
had to  exp la in  in  s im p lest te rm s

tered. The w o rk in g  people sha ll 
rise in  Russia and there w i l l  be 
quak ing  in  the hearts o f ca p ita l­
is ts  and o f the governm ent th a t 
always zealously serves and aids 
them .”

T w e n ty  one years were to  
elapse before h is to ry  proved th a t 
the o r ig in a l fea rs  o f the w o rld  
bourgeoisie were by no means un ­
founded. Le n in ’s fo recast was re ­
alized in  l i fe  in  October, 1917 
when the Russian w orkers  and 
peasants did sha tte r th e ir  chains.

In  the da rkest days o f the  ju s t- 
born w o rke rs ’ s ta te  the Bolshe­
v iks  under Len in  and T ro ts k y  
never fa ile d  to  g ive tru e  expres­
sion on M ay D ay to  the in te rn a ­
tio n a l tendencies o f the modern 
labo r m ovem ent: They sounded 
the tocs in  fo r  the lib e ra tio n  o f 
m ankind.

The ea rlie s t s u rv iv in g  docu­
m ent o f Le n in ’s M ay D ay speech­
es in th is  period is dated 1919. 
A nd o f them  on ly  newspaper ac­
counts surv ive. The young Soviet

Republic was as ye t too poor and 
too d ire ly  beset by the arm ies o f 
‘dem ocra tic ’ im p e ria lis ts  to  be able 
in  the heat o f the C iv il W a r to 
take down a f u l l  tra n s c r ip t o f 
Le n in ’s tw o  speeches in the Red 
Square on M ay 1, 1919. Here is 
a newspaper re p o rt o f the second 
o f these speeches:

“ The m a jo r ity  o f those assem­
bled here —  said Len in  —  who 
have no t reached the age o f 30- 
35 w il l  see the f lo w e rin g  o f com­
munism , fro m  w h ich we are s t i l l  
so fa r  removed.

“ P o in tin g  to  the ch ildren, Len­
in  said th a t they, now p a r tic ip ­
a tin g  in the ho liday o f la bo r’s 
em ancipation, w i l l  en joy the f u l l  
measure o f the f r u its  gained 
th rough  the e ffo r ts  and sacrifices 
o f revo lu tion is ts .

“ — O ur grandch ild ren w i l l  gaze 
in  wonder a t the documents and
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m em orials o f the epoch o f the 
cap ita lis t system. I t  w i l l  be d i f ­
f ic u lt  fo r  them  to  understand 
how the trade in  p r im a ry  neces­
s ities  o f li fe  could have been le ft  
in  p riva te  hands; how fac to ries  
and m ills  could have belonged to  
p riva te  in d iv idu a ls ; how one man 
could have been pe rm itted  to  ex­
p lo it  ano the r; how people cou ld  
have lived w ith o u t having any 
useful w o rk  to  do. U p to  now, 
we ta lked about w h a t o u r c h il­
dren would see, as i f  i t  were a 
fa iry  tale> bu t now, comrades, you 
see w ith  your own eyes, th a t the 
s truc tu re  o f socialism  lodged by 
us is no t —  a utop ia . A nd  our 
ch ildren w ill w o rk  s t i l l  m ore zeal­
ously to bu ild  th is  s truc tu re .”  
Vechernye Isvestia  o f the  Moscow 
Soviet o f W orke rs ’ and Red A rm y  
Deputies. M ay 3, 1919.

The tra n s itio n  fro m  cap ita lism  
to socialism  has tu rned  ou t fa r  
more to rtu ro u s  and to rtu re d  than 
any one could have foreseen in  
Len in ’s life tim e . The road fo r  re ­
action was cleared above a ll by 
the be traya ls  o f  the Second In ­
te rna tion a l and o f S ta lin ism . B u t 
the en tire  experience o f the years 
th a t have since elapsed, fa r  fro m  
d e tra c ting  fro m  the message and 
program  o f M arx ism -Len in ism , 
has invested them  w ith  even a 
g re a te r urgency. Socialism  is the  
on ly  w ay ou t fo r  m ankind. The 
s trugg le  fo r  socialism  is our task 
and ou r du ty . O therw ise we and 
ou r ch ild ren  and the - whole o f 
c iv iliz a tio n  w i l l  relapse in to  ba r­
barism .

B y M A R V E L L  S C H O LL

On this fifty -th ird  anniver­
sary of the first international 
working class holiday, May 
Day, it is fitting  that we once 
again review its history.

May Day as a fo rk in g  class 
holiday, a one day demonstra­
tion, began in the United States. 
But it  has always belonged T o  
the international working class 
for the idea for such a demon­
stration was born in the minds 
o f men who were themselves in ­
te rna tion a lis ts , and who w en t to 
th e ir  death as a re su lt o f th a t 
f irs t  M ay Day, unshaken in  th e ir  
convictions th a t the  w orkers  o f 
a ll the w o rld  would one day jo in  
hands to  abolish cap ita lism , to  
establish w o rld  socialism .

The ve ry  words —  M ay D ay —  
reca ll the m em ory o f the heroic 
figu res  o f the H a ym a rke t M as­
sacre: A lb e r t  Persons, A ug us t 
SjMes, George E ngel, Ado lph 
F isher, Louis L in g g , M ichael 
Schwabb, Samuel F ielden, and 
Oscar Neebe.

C H IC A G O  STRUG G LES
The idea fo r  ca llin g  upon a ll 

workers to  down th e ir  tools in  a 
f ig h t  fo r  the e igh t-hou r day was 
contained in  a reso lu tion passed 
in the 1885 convention o f Feder­
ation o f Trades and Labor Unions 
o f the U n ited  States and Can­
ada ( la te r renamed the A m erican 
Federation o f La b o r). M ay 1, 
1886 was set aside as the  day 
fo r  th is  dem onstration.

The response to the ca ll exceed­
ed even the expectations o f the 
m ost o p tim is tic  among those who 
in itia te d  the  idea. A l l  over the 
coun try  w orkers  by  the hundreds 
o f thousands la id  down th e ir  too ls 
and picked up th e ir  banners. 
Clashes between the police and 
paraders took place everywhere, 
in  m any la rge  centers, the  w o rk ­
ers won th e ir  demand fo r  a 
sho rte r day and resumed w o rk  
on M ay 2.

I t  was in  Chicago th a t the 
f ig h t  assumed its  sharpest fo rm . 
Labor had been o rgan iz ing  m il i-

ta n tly  in th is  c ity . The C entra l 
Labor Un ion was led by the so­
c ia lis ts  Spies and Parsons, and 
advocated a revo lu tiona ry  p ro ­
gram . The w orkers o f the ' M c- 
C orm ick-D eering  p la n t had been 
locked ou t fo r  m ore than  tw o  
months. A no the r s tr ik e  among 
the lum ber w orkers  was also in 
progress. F o r weeks before M ay 
D ay the police had made p repa r­
ations aga inst the s tr ik in g  w o rk ­
ers. When M ay Day dawned l i te r ­
a lly  a ll the w orkers in  Chicago 
were out on the streets. P itched 
battles between parad ing w orkers 
and police occurred a ll day long. 
The next m orn ing  the  M ay D ay 
s tr ik e rs  found a c ity -w ide  lock­
ou t fac in g  them.

On M ay 3 the p icke t line  a t the 
M cC orm ick-D eering  p la n t was 
jo ined by thousands o f M ay Day 
s tr ike rs . Suddenly the police a t­
tacked the p icke t line  w ith  gun­
f ire  and clubs. F ou r w orkers were 
k illed .

T H E  B O M B IN G  OF M A Y  4
On M ay 4 a mass m eeting  to 

pro test the police b ru ta li ty  was 
called in I la y m a rk e t Square. 
Am ong the speakers were P a r­
sons. Spies and Fielden.

A  ra in  storm  broke in  the m id ­
dle o f the m eeting. M ost o f the 
crowd o f 3,000 had a lready 
sought cover fro m  the ra in  when 
suddenly 150 police charged the 
m eeting. F ielden, the speaker, 
protested th a t the ga th e rin g  was 
peaceful, th a t i t  was break ing  up. 
Then w ith o u t w a rn ing , a bomb 
th row n fro m  the roo f o f the M a r­
sha ll-F ie ld  warehouse across the 
street, bu rs t in the m idst o f the 
crowd.

W hen the smoke had cleared 
seven police and fo u r  w o rkers  la y  
dead. H e n ry  Spies, b ro th e r o f 
A ugust, was wounded in  de flec t­
ing  a b u lle t intended fo r  his 
bro ther. F ie lden was also in ju red , 
shot ju s t above the knee.

The next day the program  
aga inst the labor movem ent be­
gan. E ve ry  prom inen t labor lead­
er in Chicago was arrested. E ig h t 
men: Spies, Parsons, Fielden, 
Schwabb, L ing g , Neebe, Engels

and F ishe r were indicted fo r  the 
m urder o f the f i r s t  policeman to 
die.

T H E  T R IA L  A N D  
A F T E R M A T H

The t r ia l  began on June 21, 
1886 before Judge G ary o f steel 
tru s t fam e. F rom  the ve ry  begin­
n ing i t  was a legal farce. N o t one 
shred o f evidence was presented 
to  show th a t any o f the defend­
ants had had an y th in g  to  do w ith  
the p lann ing  o r th ro w in g  o f the 

! bomb.I
The t i' ia l dragged on fo r  m any 

weeks, m ost o f the tim e  being 
taken by prosecution. W hen i t  
was over, seven o f the men were 
sentenced to be hanged; the other, 
Oscar Neebe, was g iven  f if te e n  
years in  prison.

A l l  appeals fa iled . The protests 
o f the na tiona l and in te rn a tio n a l 
labor movem ent were disregarded. 
S h o rtly  before the date fo r  the 
execution ,G overnor A ltg e ld  o f I l ­
lino is  commuted the sentences o f 
F ie lden and Schwabb to  l i fe  im ­
prisonm ent. L in g g , d e fia n t and 
contem ptuous o f h is persecutors 
to the ve ry  las t, com m itted su i­
cide in h is ja i l  cell. On Nov. 11, 
1887, A ug us t Spies, A lb e r t  P a r­
sons, Ado lph F isher, and George 
Engel were hanged b y  the neck 
u n t il the y  were dead.

Repercussions o f the H a ym ar­
ket a f fa ir  were heard round the 
world . In  the found ing  conven­
tion  o f the Second In te rn a tio n a l, 
in P aris  (1899), M ay F irs t ,  1890, 
was set aside as the f irs t  in te rn a ­
tion a l w o rk ing  class ho liday.

M E A N IN G  O F M A Y  D A Y
Since 1890 the m anner in  which 

M ay D ay has been celebrated has 
re flec ted  the moods and trends 
w ith in  the labo r movem ent. F o r 
tw o  decades i t  was celebrated 
every year w ith  mass parades, 
dem onstra tions and s trikes. E ve ry  
year new slogans were added to 
the ros te r, as old ones wrere ou t­
moded o r w'on.

Am ong the slogans carried  by 
pa rad ing  w o rkers  th rou gh  the 
years are —  freedom  fo r  p o lit ic a l 

I prisoners, un ive rsa l su ffrag e , the

| end o f colon ia l oppression, the 
r ig h t  o f w o rkers  to fo rm  th e ir  
own p o lit ic a l and economic organ­
iza tions. The la s t slogan especial­
ly  takes on new s ign ificance th is  
M ay Day as a m ou n tin g  wave o f 
economic and p o lit ic a l oppression 
meets the w orkers on every side.

E very  known method has been 
used by the cap ita lis ts  and the 
reactionary  labor leadership to  
s tr ip  from  M ay Day its  in te rn a ­
tiona l labor s ign ificance. Samuel 
Gompers tr ie d  in  vain to  sell the 
Am erican w orkers the idea o f re ­
placing M ay D ay w ith  “ M ay Sun­
day,”  a day upon which the w o rk ­
ers could go to the parks, eat a 
picnic lunchc and lis ten  to speech­
es o f labor fake rs . D u rin g  the 
w orld  w ar. P resident W ilson fo r ­
bade the celebration o f M ay Day. 
F in a lly  a lega l “ Labor D ay,”  the 
f irs t  Monday in September, was 
established.

In  1919, the f i r s t  year a f te r  the 
end o f the f i r s t  w o rld  w ar, the 
Am erican w orkers  celebrated M ay 
Day w ith  one o f the m ost m il i­
ta n t one day s trikes  in the h is to ry  
o f the  country .

M A Y  D A Y  T H IS  Y E A R

T his  year M ay D ay w i l l  no t be 
celebrated w ith  mass dem onstra­
tions, parades o r s trikes. In  the 
eyes o f sup e rfic ia l observers, fo u r  
years o f to ta l w a r seem to  have 
robbed the w o rld  w o rk in g  class o f 
its  in te rn a tio n a l bonds o f class 
so lid a rity . B u t those ideas w h ich 
bind our class toge the r are im ­
perishable and unconquerable. 
Everyw here in  the w o rld , sm all 
groups meet, c a rry in g  a lo f t  the 
banner o f in te rna tiona l so lid a rity , 
some under the m ost savage i l ­
le g a lity , others in  conditions o f 
sem i-lega lity , to  pledge th e ir  lives 
anew to  the cause o f socialism .

And the voice o f socialism  w i l l  
ye t make its e lf  heard above the 
din  o f bombs. The day is com ing 
when M ay Day w ill be one o f rea l 
celebration . A day when the 
w orkers o f the en tire  w orld  w i l l  
re jo ice in  the new-found society, 
tha t apex o f c iv iliz a tio n  w h ich is  
possible on ly under socialism .

CELEBRATE THIS MAY DAY WITH THE TROTSKYISTS!
The New York Local of the Socialist Workers Party invites you to attend a MAY DAY SOCIAL on 

SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 1, at 116 UNIV ERSITY PLACE 

Special May Day program, labor songs, dancing, refreshments, etc.

MAY DAY MEETING ON SUNDAY, MAY 2, at 8 P. M., 116 UNIVERSITY PLACE 

Speaker: E. R. FRANK, noted trade unionist

At this peeling there will also be mass singing of labor songs and other May Day features
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TRIAL OF TROTSKY’S MURDERER
History And Background O f The GPU Killer 'Jacson' Case

By Betty Kuehn
The G I’ U m urderer o f Leon T ro tsky , sentenced 

by the Mexican cou rt on A p r i l 16, came to  M exico 
in  October 1939, as the three judges stated, sole­
ly  fo r  the purpose o f k il l in g  T ro tsky .

F o r m onths a fte r  his a rr iv a l he did no t go near 
the T ro tsky  household in  Coyoacan bu t 'stayed in  
M exico C ity  w a it in g  fo r  the r ig h t  op po rtu n ity . 
H is  u n w itt in g  too l was to  be S y lv ia  A g e lo ff, 
whom ne had m arried  in Paris in  1938, obvious­
ly  in  p iep a ra tio n  fo r  his task. She had entree 
th rough  friends in to  the T ro ts k y  household.

W hen she fo llow ed h im  to Mexico, he did no t 
a tte m p t to enter the T ro ts k y  house w ith  hefr, 
bu t th rough  her he became known by name to 
the household. F in a lly , on one errand o r another 
fo r  her, he v is ited  the T ro tsky  household a few  
tim es fo r  a few  m inutes.

U s ing  the p re te x t th a t he wanted T ro tsky 's  
op in ion on an a rtic le  he had w r itte n  “ F ra n k  Jac- 
son,”  on his la s t v is it, succeeded in  g e ttin g  be­
h ind T ro ts k y  as he sat a t h is desk and drove a 
p ickaxe in to  T ro ts k y ’s head.

The May 24, 1940 Assault
T ro tsky  knew th a t S ta lin  had decreed his 

death. D u rin g  the three m onths fo llo w in g  the 
M ay 24, 1940 a ttack, S ta lin ’s most recent a ttem p t 
on his life , he had greeted N a ta lia  each m orn­
in g  w ith  “ A no ther lucky day. We are s t i l l  a liv e !”

The M ay 24 assault was carried  o u t by  some 
25 men disguised as policemen, arm ed w tih  m a­
chine guns, r if le s  and incend ia ry  bombs. They 
succeeded in  g e ttin g  th rou gh  the w a lls  surround­
in g  the house, ho ld ing  o f f  T ro ts k y ’s guards, and 
sp ra y in g  bu lle ts  th rough  the doors and w indows 
o f the room  where T ro ts k y  and his w ife  were 
sleeping. M iracu lous ly , the tw o  escaped un­
harmed.

F o u r o f the pa rtic ip an ts  in  the a tta ck  were 
known S ta lin is ts  and adm itted  th e ir  com p lic ity . 
D avid A lfa ro  S iqueiros, M exican pa in te r, a S ta­
l in is t  fo r  more than 15 years, a "co lone l”  in  the 
S ta lin is t forces in  L o y a lis t Spain, was id en tified  
and indicted as the  leader o f the arm ed a ttack.

D u rin g  the in ves tig a tion  i t  was shown th a t the  
GPU had rented every house th a t became em pty 
in  the v ic in ity  o f the T ro tsky  house. A t  one o f 
these houses in the coun try  nearby, the police 
found the m urdered body o f R obert Sheldon 
H a rte , T ro ts k y ’s guard who had been k idnapped ' 
du rin g  the assault.

S iqueiros adm itted  he had led the a ttack. Y e t 
he was le t ou t on ba il and, o f course, skipped 
the coun try  along w ith  three o f his accomplices 
who had also been members o f the Com m unist 
P a r ty  a t one tim e  o r another.

F rom  the tim e  o f Leon T ro ts k y ’s a r r iv a l in  
M exico in  1937, the o ffic ia l S ta lin is t press and 
S ta lin is t-co n tro lled  press had carried  on an end­
less cam paign ag a ins t h im .

They demanded his expulsion fro m  the country . 
B efore the S ta lin -H itle r  pact the S ta lin is t press 
accused T ro tsky  o f being an agent o f N azi G er­
m any. A f te r  the S ta lin -H it le r  pact, they  accused 
h im  o f be ing an agent o f Eng land and the U n ited  
States. These slanders were a p o lit ic a l p repa ra­
tio n  fo r  the assassination o f T ro ts k y .

Arrest and Trial
W hen “ F rank  Jacson”  was seized a f te r  the 

m urder, the police found a “ confession”  le tte r  
in  his pocket.

L ik e  the “ confessions”  fab rica ted  by the GPU 
fo r  the Moscow T ria ls , th is  “ confessor”  claimed 
to  have been an arden t T ro ts k y is t, sent on fa n ­
tas tic  m issions by nameless superiors, and fin a lly  
“ ordered by T ro ts k y ”  to go to  the USSR to  spread 
sabotage and k i l l  “ the leaders o f the USSR.”

W ith  “ Jacson’s”  le tte r, the G PU on ly  succeeded 
in  convincing the w o rld  o f S ta lin ’s g u ilt  as the 
rea l m urdere r o f T ro tsky .
- The t r ia l  o f T ro ts k y ’s assassin dragged ou t 

fo r  tw o years and e ig h t m opths. “ Jacson’s”  la w ­
yers employed every possible means to  postpone 
t lie  sentence.

U nder Mexican law  a case is tu rned over to 
a t r ia l  judge, who is required to  hand down a 
ve rd ic t w ith in  one year. The judge conducts his 
inves tiga tion  and exam ination  o f the witnesses 
and o f the accused th rou gh ou t the year allowed. 
The prosecutor plays a re la tiv e ly  m in o r ro le. 
F in a lly  a board o f three judges prepares the 
ve rd ic t and sentence.

, 'Frank Jacson'
GPU Killer of Trotsky

“ Jacson’s7’ f i r s t  s to ry  was to pretend th a t he 
had been close to  the T ro ts k y is ts  in  Europe, 
th a t members o f the E xecu tive Com m ittee o f the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l had sent h im  to  M exico to 
serve as a secre ta ry  fo r  T ro tsky , th a t he had 
become d is illusioned w ith  T ro ts k y  and then de­
cided to k i l l  h im .

The Assassin’s Passport
T ro ts k y ’s a tto rney, A lb e rt Goldtnan, showed up 

“ Jacson”  as a lia r .  P erm itted  by the judge to 
question the k ille r , Goldman showed th a t “ Jac- 
son" lied about his income, his passport and about 
his non-existent connections w ith  the F o u rth  In ­
te rna tiona l.

“ Jacson”  claim ed th a t a ljiem ber o f the F o u rth  
In te rn a tio n a l Bureau fu rn ished  him  w ith  his pass­
port. S y lv ia  A g e lo ff and her s is te r te s tifie d  th a t 
he claim ed to have bought the passport fo r  
$3,500 fro m  some passport fo rg e rs  in  France.

The passport “ Jacson”  used was traced by the 
M exican governm ent. I t  had been issued by the 
Canadian governm ent in M arch 1937 to  one Tony 
Babich who had en listed in  the S ta lin is t In te r ­
na tiona l B rigade to f ig h t  in  the Spanish L o y a l­
is t A rm y . On M ay 12, 1939, the Franco govern­
m ent o f Spain had issued a death c e rtif ic a te  fo r  
Babich. H is p ic tu re  and name were taken o f f  
the passport and the p ic tu re  and name o f “ Jac­
son”  inserted.

“ M ore than any o ther evidence in  the  record 
o f the whole case, conclusively p rov ing  th a t Jac­
son is a GPU agent is the fa c t th a t the passport 
used by Jacson was one be longing to  an in d iv idu a l 
who fou gh t in the In te rn a tio n a l B rigade and died 
in  Spain,”  says A lb e r t  Goldman in  h is analysis 
o f the evidence.

The “Confession” Letter
“ Jacson’s”  “ confession”  le tte r  also showed h is

GPU connections.
There was one s ig n if ic a n t d iffe rence between 

th is  “ confession”  and those in  the Moscow tr ia ls . 
The defendants in the t r ia ls  “ confessed”  th a t 
T ro ts k y  was in league w ith  H it le r  and the M ik a ­
do; S ta lin ’s fo re ign  po licy  a t th a t t im e  demanded 
th a t a ll his enemies be considered in  a lliance 
w ith  H it le r  and the M ikado.

B u t a t the tim e o f “ Jacson’s”  “ confessions”  in  
1940 S ta lin ’s p o licy  had changed. B y  then the 
H itle r -S ta lin  pact had been signed. “ Jacson’s”  
le tte r  m irro red  th is  change. I t  charged T ro ts k y  
w ith  consp iring  w ith  “ a ce rta in  fo re ig n  govern­
m ent and w ith  a certa in  p a rlia m e n ta ry  com m it­
tee”  —  an obvious reference to the Dies Com­
m ittee  and the U n ited  States. The S ta lin is t press 
had also been ca llin g  T ro ts k y  an agent o f the 
Dies Com m ittee. (L a te r, when H it le r  attacked 
the Soviet U n ion, the S ta lin is ts  again began to
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ca ll T ro tsky  a H it le r ite  agent, and “ Jacson”  re ­
vised his s to ry  to  f i t  the S ta lin is t line .)

"Jacson's”  “ confession”  le tte r also c lea rly  es­
tablished p rem ed ita tion . The c r im in a l had de­
stroyed a ll his documents —  thereby p rov ing  tha t 
he wanted to  hide his rea l id e n tity . The S ta lin ­
is t o r ig in  o f his passport makes th is  under­
standable.

“ Jacson”  confessed the w ay he had tricked  
T ro ts k y  in to  s it t in g  down to  read an a rtic le  
b rough t by the assassin in order to  d is tra c t his 
v ic t im ’s a tten tion . . He confessed th a t he had 
s truck  fro m  behind.

Tactics of the Defense
The defense embarked on a ta c tic  o f delay w ith  

two possible escapes in  vi'ew fo r  “ Jacson”  —  a 
“ le ga l”  and an ille g a l one.

A  “ le ga l”  escape m ig h t be arranged by m aneu­
ve ring  the case in to  the hands o f some judge 
amenable to the inducements o f a w e ll-stocked 
GPU treasu ry . F o r th is  i t  was necessary to  
create and seize upon every p re te x t, no m a tte r 
how sm all, to  accuse Judge Vasquez o f p a r t ia l­
i t y  aga inst the p risoner. In  th is  w ay the judge 
m ig h t be forced to  res ign fro m  the case. (The 
judge ’s fa ir  hand ling  o f the case was la te r up ­
held by a h igh e r cou rt.)

I t  is known th a t on tw o  d iffe re n t occasions 
the GPU had a plan la id  to  ge t “ Jacson”  ou t o f 
ja i l .  Reliable rep o rts  to ld  o f the ex trem e ly  
f r ie n d ly  re la tions  between h im  and ce rta in  prison 
au tho ritie s  —  to the po in t o f ha v in g  drunken p a r­
ties, music, women in  h is ce ll. “ Jacson”  has had 
p len ty  o f m oney fo r  w hateve r he wanted.

There was and s t i l l  is  the danger th a t the GPU 
w i l l  t r y  to liqu ida te  the case by lie fu ida ting  “ Jac­
son.”  They no doubt would lik e  to  k i l l  h im  to 
make sure he w i l l  never ta lk .

The “New Version”
Seven m onths a fte r  the m urder, “ Jacson”  sud­

denly announced th a t h is key statem ents had 
been made w h ile  under the in fluence o f some 
m ysterious “ liq u id ”  w ith  w h ich he was in jected.

U nder the in s tru c tion s  fro m  his new la w ye r —  
one connected w ith  the S ta lin is ts  —  “ Jacson”  
tr ie d  to  re tra c t his ea rlie r descrip tion o f the 
m urder.

The defense then started  on a new tack, saying 
th a t the d irec tion  o f the wound showed th a t the 
b low  could no t have been s tru ck  fro m  behind. 
A  “ provoca tion”  by T ro ts k y  had led to an un ­
prem edita ted m urder —  th a t was the  new s to ry .

On the ve ry  la s t day o f the hearings, a f te r  no 
more proofs could be presented, “ Jacson”  handed 
in the “ new vers ion”  o f his crim e. A s was to 
Me expected, i t  p layed up the “ self-defense”  line.

The m urderer d id  no t t r y  to  exp la in  how i t  
happened th a t he was so w e ll prepared to  “ de­
fen d " h im se lf —  w ith  a pickaxe, a k n ife  and a 
45 ca lib re  revo lver.

When the judges handed down the decision, 
they com plete ly rejected th is  la te s t version which 
was presented 13 m onths a fte r  the crim e.

The Struggle Against Stalinism
The assassination o f Leon T ro ts k y  can on ly  be 

understood i f  one understands th a t i t  resu lted 
fro m  his s trugg le  aga inst S ta lin ism , w h ich  had 
been go ing on fo r  more than 16 years.,

T ro ts k y  fo u g h t aga inst the d ic ta to r ia l bureauc­
racy w h ich  under the leadership o f S ta lin  was 
becoming more and more pow erfu l. He waged a 
f ig h t  fo r  democracy w ith in  the  p a rty . He s tru g ­
gled aga inst every tendency tow ard  the creation

o f a bureaucra tic  reg im e w h ich  would oppress 
the masses.

S ta lin  and his cljque began w ith  slander and 
fa ls ific a tio n . These f ir s t  steps in ev ita b ly  led to 
hundreds o f S ta lin is t fram eups, to  the m urder of 
thousands o f T ro tsky 's  fo llow ers , re la tives, secre­
taries and guards, and f in a lly  to  the m urder of 
T ro tsky  h im se lf.

Issues in the Struggle
S ta lin  representing the in terests o f the Soviet 

bureaucracy —  which was satis fied  w ith  th in gs  
as they were in Russia and the re fo re  no longer 
in terested in  the socia lis t revo lu tion  outside the 
Soviet U n ion —  propounded his theo ry  o f social­
ism in  one country.

T ro ts k y  saw. in  th a t system o f ideas the in ­
evitable degeneration and u ltim a te  destruction  
o f the Soviet U n ion and waged a fie rce  theore tic ­
a l s trugg le  aga inst S ta lin ism . To T ro ts k y  the 
w o rld  was a un it, in e x tr ic a b ly  bound toge ther 
by economic ties created th rou gh ou t the  whole 
h is to ry  o f cap ita lism . Socialism  m ust be a p ro ­
duct o f the h ighest forces developed under cap i­
ta lism , and the re fo re  m ust be w orld -w ide .

The defeats o f European and A s ia tic  revolur, 
tions enabled the S ta lin is t bureaucracy to  con­
solidate its  power and defeat the advanced sec­
tion  o f the w o rk in g  class represented by T ro t­
sky. The S ta lin is ts  sent T ro ts k y  in to  ex ile  in  
T u rkey  where he would have no apparatus, no 
resources w ith  w h ich to  continue o rgan iz ing  the 
revo lu tiona ry  opposition to S ta lin ism . T ro ts k y  
h im se lf la te r expla ined S ta lin ’s scheme:

“ S ta lin  calcula ted th a t a f te r  he had succeeded 
in  com ple te ly b lackening me in  the eyes o f the 
coun try , he could w ith o u t d if f ic u lty  ob ta in  fro m  
the fr ie n d ly  T u rk ish  governm ent m y  re tu rn  to  
Moscow fo r  the f in a l reckon ing.”  ( “ S ta lin  Seeks 
M y  D eath,”  A ug . 1941 F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l.)

W ith  the help o f frien ds  in  the In te rn a tio n a l 
L e f t  O pposition organized ground T ro ts k y ’s 
ideas, he managed to  leave T u rk e y  before S ta lin  
was able to  c a rry  ou t h is plan.

W ith  a sm all apparatus and p ra c tica lly  no 
financia l resources T ro ts k y  and h is  co-w orkers 
la id  the foundation  o f the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l. 
S ta lin 's  plan to  prevent T ro ts k y ’s e ffec tive  op­
position was thw a rted . H is  m istake was obvious.

The Final Years
I t  became more im pera tive  than ever th a t T ro t­

sky be liqu ida ted. There rem ained on ly  one w ay 
—  a te r ro r is t  act. A nd  to  th is  end S ta lin ’s GPU 
hounded T ro ts k y  and his co-w orkers th rough  
France, where they managed to  live  fo r  a w h ile , 
then to N orw ay, and la te r to  Mexico.

I t  was w h ile  T ro ts k y  was in  N o rw ay th a t, the 
Moscow tr ia ls  were staged. D u rin g  the tw o  years 
o f these tr ia ls , Le n in ’s en tire  general s ta ff,  the  
old Bolshevik leaders who had led the successful 
revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  o f 1917, was destroyed by 
S ta lin .

A f te r  the end o f the Spanish C iv il W ar in 1939, 
S ta lin ’s GPU agents, who had slaughtered nu ­
merous m ilita n ts  in Spain, s ta rted  a r r iv in g  in  
Mexico. There was no doubt as to the purpose 
o f th is  in flu x .

. W ith  the fo rce  o f a m ig h ty  sta te  behind h im , 
w ith  inexhaustib le  financ ia l resources a t his d is­
posal, S ta lin  f in a lly  succeeded in  assassinating 
T ro tsky .

The rea l m urdere r o f T ro ts k y  is S ta lin . I t  was 
lie who directed the  G PU to  m urd e r T ro tsky . 
“ Jacson”  was an agent o f the GPU, and th rough  
the GPU o f S ta lin .

A meeting held by Spanish 
refugees in Mexico C ity  to com­
memorate the deaths of Carlo 
Tresca, V ictor A lter and Hen­
ryk Erlich was broken up by 
Stalinist thugs on A p ril 1. 
While the N. Y. Times carried 
a brief report of the affa ir on 
an inside page of its A pril 3 is­
sue, the press has generally 
hushed it up and details have 
been difficu lt to obtain.

•Last week, however, the noted 
refugeo, V ic to r Serge, cabled a 
story from  Mexico C ity  to the 
New Leader, revea ling  th a t the 
GPU had insp ired and directed the 
attack, in  the course of wh ich 
Ju ian l G ork in , a leader of the 
Spanish POUM, was stabbed and 
badly wounded in  tho head.

The m eeting had been called by 
the Ibe rian  - Mexican C u ltu ra l 
Center, organized and sponsored 
by Spanish anti-fasc is t refugees 
liv in g  in  Mexico, and those speak­
ers who were heard before the 
m eeting was disrupted, denounced 
the S ta lin is t te rro r against p o lit­
ica l opponents.

“ A t  e igh t o’clock,”  says Serge, 
"a  gang o f about one hundred 
Communists la id  siege to the ha ll, 
broke down the iro n  door, and 
bu rs t in to  the Center look ing  fo r 
the speakers to beat them up.

L IE S  S U P P L E M E N T  
CLU BS

“ Arm ed w ith  clubs and b its  of 
broken fu rn itu re  as w e ll as knives 
and guns, they form ed a strong- 
arm  squad, ev iden tly  recru ited o ff 
the streets, probably h ired , and led 
by some Com m unist P a rty  leaders 
who kep t shouting. ‘They are Ger­
mans, enemies o f M exico’.”

Serge also reports tha t some of 
the S ta lin is ts  telephoned the police 
a t the he ig h t o f the fig h tin g  and 
said th a t a body o f w orkers was

Mexican CP Breaks Up 
A lter-Erlich  Meeting

breaking up a fascist m eeting i hatchet man who was an active 
w h ich  had begun w ith  shouts of leader in  the te rro r against, an ti- 
“ V ive H it le r !  V ive Franco! V ive S ta lin is t workers in  Spain d u rin g
M u sso lin i!”

When the police a rrived  and 
arrested the leaders of the a ttack­
in g  mob, i t  was discovered tha t 
not on ly  G ork in  had been in ju re d  
bu t also E nrique G ironella, an 
antifascist, refugee professor from  
Barcelona, who had been h i t  on 
the head w ith  a pipe.

F o llow ing  the r io t  G ork in , in  
an in te rv ie w  w ith  the Mexican 
newspaper, Excelsior, named A n­
ton io M ije, Juan Camerera, Ju lian  
C a rillo  and Carlos Contreras as in ­
stiga tors o f the attack. Contreras 
is a notorious S ta lin is t GPU

the c iv il war. G ork in  charges th a t 
these men m et two days before 
the m em orial m eeting and planned 
the attack.

SECO ND IN  A  M O N TH
T h is  is the second tim e  tha t 

E r lic h  and A lte r  m em orial meet­
ings have been attacked by the 
Mexican S ta lin is ts . Accord ing to 
the New Leader, a S ta lin is t gang 
tr ied  to v io le n tly  break up a meet­
in g  held by Polish socia list 
refugees a t the Jew ish Center of 
Mexico three weeks ago. T ha t t im e  
the attackers began the rio t w ith  
the cry, “ Death to the Nazi spies.”
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'N .Y . Times' Tries 
To Distort The 
Miliukov Record

By Felix Morrow
Paul M iliukov, the principal leader of the Russian capital­

ist class, died at 84 in France on March 31. The A pril 16 N. Y. 
l  imes publishes a warm, indeed loving, biographical obituary 
of more than a column. It serves to remind us that the m ost 
elementary facts about the Russian revolution still must be 
falsified by the world bourgeoisie. For the truth about M iliukov 
is also the t ru th  about a ll o ther® --------------------------------------------------------
cap ita lis ts.

The Times ob itua ry  describes 
M iliu k o v ’s pa rty  in  the fo llow ing  
term s: “ the C onstitutional-Dem o­
c ra tic  pa rty , an organ ization 
representing tile  po in ts of view 
of B r it is h  libe ra ls  and French 
rad ica ls (s ic), w ith  an advanced 
social, labor and ag ra rian  p ro­
gram .”  Le t us g ra n t th is  much, 
tha t M iliu ko v 's  Cadets, as his 
pa rty  was called, were of the same 
s tripe  as bourgeois democrats 
everywhere’, in c lud in g  the Demo­
c ra tic  and Republican parties in  
th is  country. H is  bro ther-“ demo- 
cra ts”  w i l l  do w ha t he did when­
ever the masses arise to demand 
an end to oppression and slaughter.

W H A T  T H E  ‘f lM E S ’ 
D ISTO R TS

I t  is  in s tru c tiv e  to l is t  some p r in ­
cipal facts about M iliu k o v  w h ich  
the Times suppresses o r falsifies, 
and w h ich  the reader w i l l  find ex­
haustive ly  established in  T ro ts k y ’s 
3-volume “ H is to ry  of the Russian 
R evo lu tion” .

The Tim es does no t m ention 
the fa c t th a t M iliu k o v  wanted a 
separate peace between Russia 
and Germ any in  1915-16 precise­
ly  in  o rder to  prevent the Feb­
ru a ry  revo lu tion .

“ When i t  (the February, revo lu­
tio n ) came he gave i t  h is sup­
port, and, hoping to help d irec t 
i t  along constructive channels, be­
came Fore ign M in is te r in  the 
P rovis iona l Governm ent." W ith  
these words the Times slides over 
the fac t th a t M iliu k o v  remained 
an adherent o f the Romanov 
dynasty a fte r the February revo lu­
tion . He insisted th a t before he 
become Fore ign M in is te r the
Provis ional Government recognize 
Czar N icholas’ b ro ther, M ikh a il, 
a s . Regent fo r the Czar’s son. 
M ikh a il, however, decided no t to 
accept because the governm ent 
could on ly  guarantee h im  the 
crow n and no t h is head.

“ In  A p r i l 1917 he (M iliu k o v ) 
resigned from  the M in is try  in  
protest against w hat he regarded 
as the dom ina tion  of the govern­
m ent by ex trem is t elements,”  
w rites  the Times. A  complete false­
hood.

W H Y  H E  L E F T  M IN IS T R Y
On the day A m erica  entered the 

war, M iliu ko v , g rea tly  encouraged, 
declared th a t Russia’s w ar aims 
included seizure of Constantinople, 
A rm en ia  and no rthe rn  Persia, and 
d iv is io n  o f A u s tr ia  and Turkey. 
He followed th is  up w ith  a note 
to the A llie d  governments pledging 
Russian fu lf il lm e n t o f the Czar’s 
treaties. The Petrograd soldiers 
and w orkers came out in  answer 
in  great dem onstrations demand­
ing  peace w ith o u t annexations 
and indem nities— and the removal 
of M iliu ko v . He became such a 
focus of the hatred of the masses 
th a t the B r it is h  and French am­
bassadors— the real ru le rs  o f the 
P rovis ional Government— insisted 
on M iliu k o v ’s rem oval as a sop 
to the masses.

A lthough thenceforw ard outside 
the government, M iliu k o v  rem a in­
ed the m ost a u th o rita tiv e  leader 
of the bourgeoisie. And he par­
tic ipa ted  in  the most effective of 
a ll the p o lit ic a l maneuvers of the 
ru lin g  class against the Bolsheviks 
— the Ju ly  1917 in d ic tm e n t of 
Lenin, T ro tsky, Z inov iev as paid 
agents of the Kaiser.

A N T I-B O L S H E V IK  S L A N D E R
Unable to w in  support by other 

means, M iliu k o v  and the “ demo­
cra ts”  of Russia attem pted one of 
the greatest fram eups o f a ll 
times, try in g  to tu rn  the masses 
against Len in  and T ro tsky  by 
forged "docum ents”  show ing they 
had received funds from  the 
K aiser to d is ru p t the Russian 
arm y. The Times is  s ile n t about 
th is  fram eup—w hich  the Times, 
l ik e  the “ democracies”  as a whole, 
endorsed as true  a t the tim e. 
Am erican o ffic ia ls  fostered th is  
slander a fte r the October revo lu­
tion : Sisson, Petrograd represen­
ta tive  o f George Creel’s o ffic ia l 
Am erican propaganda bureau, in  
1918 brought back m anufactured 
“ documents”  to prove th a t Len in  
and T ro tsky  were German agents.

The fram eup o f the Bolshevik 
leaders as h ire ling s  of the Kaiser 
was designed to  create an a t­
mosphere in  w h ich they could be 
assassinated w ith  im p u n ity . W ith  
the help of th is  slander, the 
Bolsheviks were outlawed, the ir 
press and headquarters closed, 
T ro tsky  and others arrested, 
w h ile  Len in  was forced in to  h id in g  
— Lenin knew  th a t, i f  he remained 
to face the charges, M iliu k o v ’s o f­
ficers would m urder h im . Nor 
would M iliu k o v  have stopped w ith  
tho Bolsheviks. He la te r declared 
th a t h is removal from  the govern 
m ent “ was d ire c tly  inspired from  
Germany,”  and th a t the demon­
stra to rs  against h im  were “ boy 
workers pa id  ten to 15 roubles”

fo r dem onstra ting— th a t is, he was 
ready to brand a ll the Soviet 
parties as German agents.

H E  H E L P E D  T H E  C O U N TE R ­
R E V O L U T IO N

Then came the attem pted K o r­
n ilo v  counter-revo lu tion , openly 
aimed to crush the  Soviets and to  
establish a m il ita ry  d ic ta torsh ip . 
M iliu k o v  backed K o rn ilo v , bu t the 
TOncs ob itua ry  de lica te ly  skates 
around th is  w ith  the fo llo w in g  
fo rm u la : “ In  August 1917 M iliu k o v  
made a fu t i le  e ffo r t to  reconcile 
P rem ier Kerensky w ith  General 
K o rn ilo v .”  T ha t is tru e  enough; 
bu t also M iliu k o v  was the ideo­
logica l leader of the K o rn ilo v  
attem pt, w ith  o r w ith o u t Keren­
sky, aimed to d row n  the Soviets 
in  blood a t a tim e  when they 
were led by re fo rm is ts  and no t by 
the Bolsheviks. The Tim es  ts 
s ilen t about th is  because i t  s ta rk ly  
illum ine s  the fa c t th a t the on ly  
rea l a lte rna tive  in  Russia was be­
tween the W h ite  Guard d ic ta to r­
ship of M iliu k o v -K o rn ilo v  and the 
d ic ta to rsh ip  of the p ro le ta ria t.

The signal fo r  the K o rn ilo v  
revo lt was the fa ll of R iga to  
the Germans on A ugust 21. E ig h t 
days ea rlie r, M iliu k o v  w rite s  in  
h is "H is to ry  o f the Second 'Russian 
R evolu tion ,”  "A s  K o rn ilo v  to ld  me 
personally a t a m eeting in  Moscow 
on the 13th o f August, he d id  no t 
w ish to le t pass th is  oppor­
tu n ity .”  In  other words, K o rn ilo v  
de libera te ly  le t the Germans take 
Rigq, one o f the centers o f the 
Bolsheviks, in  order to weaken 
the revo lu tiona ry  forces w h ile  
K o rn ilo v  marched on the capita l. 
L ikew ise, a fte r K o rn ilo v  fa iled , 
M iliu k o v  tr io d  to get the P ro v i­
sional Government to leave Petro­
grad and le t the Germans occupy 
it .  He wanted the Russian pro le­
ta r ia t  to go to school to  Luden- 
d o rff and the Kaiser. F ortuna te ly , 
the Bolsheviks foresta lled h im .

On a ll th is  the Times is  s ilen t, 
as i t  also breathes no t a word 
about where M iliu k o v  w ent when 
thè Bolsheviks took power. Tender 
to h is memory, the Times would 
lik e  the w o rld  to fo rge t th a t th is  
“ dem ocrat”  f led  fro m  Petrograd 
to the K a ise r’s forces in  K iev.

From  ca llin g  fo r “ w ar to the 
end”  against the Kaiser, he 
switched to o ffe rin g  h is  services 
to the Hohenzollerns against the 
Bolsheviks, begging fo r  th a t same 
German gold th a t he had accused 
Len in  and T ro tsky  o f tak ing)

A C O N S IS T E N T  COURSE 
In  a ll th is  M iliu k o v  pursued a 

consistent course. As T ro tsky  
w rite s : “ In  fee ling ou t under 
c.zaristn the path to a separate 
peace in  order to avoid revo lu tion ; 
in  dem anding w ar to  complete 
v ic to ry  in  order to stop thé 
February revo lu tion  when i t  
came; in  seeking an a lliance w ith  
the Hohenzollerns in  order to 
overth row  the October revo lu tion  
— in  a ll th is  M iliu k o v  rem ained 
tru e  to the in te rests o f the 
possessing class.”

L ikew ise his methods were con­
sis ten t. S upport o f czarism , 
pseudo-liberalism  a fte r  the Feb­
rua ry  revo lu tion , co llabora tion  
w ith  the “ soc ia lis t”  Mensheviks, 
the fram eup aga inst Len in  and 
T ro tsky  —  the g ra n d fa th e r o f 
S ta lin ’s Moscow T r ia ls  —  the a t­
tem pted m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip , 
etc. —  a ll these together consti­
tu te  the ■ arsenal o f a bourgeois 
“ dem ocrat.”

When the great, masses d ire c tly  
enter the p o litica l struggle, th ro w ­
in g  o ff  the centuries o f sub­
m ission, and demand the r ig h t  to 
ru le  themselves— then any “ demo­
c ra t”  acts lik e  a M iliu ko v . To 
conceal th is  a ll- im p o rtan t t ru th  is 
the a im  of the ly in g  ob itua ry  in  
the N. V. Times.
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T h e "LA B O R  W IT H  A  W H IT E  S K IN  C AN ­
NOT E M A N C IP A TE  IT S E L F  W H E R E  
LABOR W IT H  A B LA CK  S K IN  IS  
B R A N D E D " — K A R L  M A R X .

N e g r o  S t r u g g le
Albert Parker

March-On-Washington Movement Issues 
Pamphlet Exposing Army Jim-Crow Policies

Senator Downey o f C a lifo rn ia  
has introduced a reso lu tion  in to  
the Senate fo r  an inves tiga tion  
in to  d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst N e­
groes in the armed forces. I f  
Downey or anyone else in  W ash­
ing ton  w ants to  know w hat i t  is  
about the armed forces th a t the 
Negro people ob ject to, we recom­
mend th a t they read the pam ph­
le t on the question ju s t issued by 
the  M areh-on-W ashington Move­
m en t: “ The W a r’s G reatest Scan­
da l: The S to ry  o f J im  Crow  in  
U n ifo rm .”  W r it te n  by D w ig h t 
Macdonald on the basis o f re ­
search prepared by Nancy M ac­
donald, i t  is  the m ost up-to-date 
and one o f the best documents 
dea ling  w ith  m il ita ry  J im  Crow 
in  W orld  W a r I I .

In  its  own words, “ Th is pam ph­
le t  has tw o  purposes: (1 ) to  g ive 
the  b ru ta l fac ts  on J im  C row  in  
the A m erican A rm y  and N a vy ; 
(2 ) to  show th a t the colored peo­
ple o f A m erica , and th e ir  w h ite  
friends , m ust begin r ig h t  now to  
make a rea l f ig h t  on th is  issue.”  

The pam phlet calls a tte n tio n  to  
Section 4 (a ) o f the 1940 D ra ft  
A c t, w h ich  says: “ In  the  selec­
t io n  and t ra in in g  o f men under 
th is  A c t, and in  the in te rp re ta ­
t io n  and execution o f the  p ro v i­
sions o f th is  A ct, there sha ll be 
no d isc rim in a tio n  aga inst any 
person on account o f race o r co l­
o r.”  B u t th is  prov is ion is  being 
v io la ted in the trea tm e n t o f every 
N egro  in  the  arm ed force, fo r  
“ a doctrine o f ‘W h ite  Suprem acy’ 
w h ich  is s im p ly  H it le r ’s ‘N o rd ic  
Suprem acy’ in  C racker lin g o  has 
become the o ffic ia l p o licy  o f the 
A m erican arm ed forces. Realism  
is m onstrous in  N azi G erm any 
bu t 0 . K . in  the U . S. A rm y .”  

The re s u lt is : “ E ve ry  one o f 
the  h a lf  m illio n  Negroes now 
serv ing  in  the armed forces is do­
in g  so on a J im  Crow basis. E very 
reg im ent, every ship, every b a t­
te ry , every f ly in g  squadron and 
m edical s ta f f  /and jeep company 
is e ith e r a ll w h ite  o r a l l colored. 
The m ost ingenious p lann ing, the 
m ost com plicated and volum inous 
quan tities  o f paper-w ork, the 
tire less e ffo r ts  o f thousands o f 
officers are devoted to  the  g rea t 
task o f keeping a p a rt the tw o 
races. The in s ta n t he puts on the 
un ifo rm  o f his country , the N e­
gro  becomes a deadly plague ca r­
rie r. to  be quarantined, isolated 
at a ll costs fro m  his w 'hite com­
rades in  arm s.”

O f course the m il i ta r y  au tho r­
itie s  deny th a t th is  segregation 
is in its e lf  d isc rim ina tion . B u t, 
as M acdonald dem onstrates in 
am ple de ta il, segregation in  the 
a rm y as in  c iv ilia n  l i fe  a lways 
w orks ou t to  mean d isc rim in a ­
tion  in  practice, confinem ent to 
m enia l and la bo ring  tasks, in ­
fe r io r  tra in in g , lesser op po rtun i­
ties fo r  advancement, etc.

A n  exce llent section o f the 
pam ph le t is the one dea ling  w ith  
the case o f W in fre d  Lynn , the  
N egro d ra fte e  who is le g a lly  cha l­
leng ing  the m il ita ry  au th o ritie s ’

v io la tio n  o f Section 4 (a ) o f the 
D ra ft  A c t and su ing them  to  be 
allowed to re tu rn  to  c iv ilia n  li fe  
on the ground th a t he was d ra fted  
in a separate J im  C row  quota and 
on a d is c r im in a to ry  basis. H is  
case w i l l  p robab ly come before 
the Supreme C ourt some tim e  th is  
year.

W e m ig h t add pa ren th e tica lly  
here th a t a read ing  o f  th is  sec­
tion  o f the pam ph le t convinces 
us th a t  the L yn n  case has no t 
been s u ffic ie n tly  emphasized by 
the whole labo r and N egro press. 
I t  deserves a good deal more a t­
ten tion  than  i t  has h ith e rto  re ­
ceived, no t because i t  can by  i t ­
s e lf solve the problem  o f  J im  
C row  in  the  armed forces b u t be­
cause i t  can serve as a d ra rfla tic  
focus in  the f ig h t  fo r  equa lity . 
The M arch-on-W ash ington M ove­
m ent is do ing an im p o rta n t ser­
vice to  th a t f ig h t  in  its  cu rre n t 
cam paign to  public ize the  L yn n  
case and m obilize support f o r  it ,  
and both the la bo r and Negro 
organ iza tions and press should 
extend more aid  in  th is  cam paign.

O the r sections o f the  pam phlet 
th a t can be sing led ou t fo r  spe­
c ia l pra ise are its  b r ie f  b u t p o in t­
ed h is to ry  o f the 'N egro  in  the 
U . S. armed forces; its  analysis 
o f the N egro ’s position  in  the  
N avy  and the A ir  Corps tod ay ; 
and its  conclusions, w h ich center 
around th ree  po in ts ;

“ (1 ) The colored people o f 
A m erica  have come a long  w ays 
since the  la s t w a r; the y  are no 
longer w i ll in g  to  be pushed 
around as an in fe r io r  race.

“ (2 ) The Roosevelt A d m in is ­
tra t io n  has backed up the  J im  
Crow policies o f the m il ita ry  au­
th o ritie s  as much as i t  has dared; 
no th ing  can be hoped fo r  fro m  
W ashington w ith o u t a much 
tougher f ig h t  than the  Negroes 
and o ther fr ien ds  o f democracy 
have pu t up so fa r .

“ (3 ) T h is  g re a t issue m ust be 
faced; i t  cannot longer be evaded 
and compromised as o u r p o lit ic a l 
leaders are t r y in g  to do. E ith e r  
you advance tow ard  rea l democ­
racy, and the N egro w ith  you ; o r 
you go backward to  rac ia lism  
and fascism .”

Readers o f The M il ita n t  and
the N egro press are a lready ac­
quainted w ith  much o f the  in ­
fo rm a tio n  in “ The W a r’s G rea t­
est Scandal.”  bu t the y  should find 
i t  v e ry  use fu l to  have i t  a ll g a th ­
ered tog e the r in  one pam phlet, 
illu s tra te d  and cheaply priced. 
M any branches o f the Socia lis t 
W orkers  P a r ty  and locals o f p ro ­
gressive trade  unions w i l l  f in d  
th a t i t  can serve w e ll as an in ­
troduction  to  the question fo r  
w h ite  w orkers as w e ll as Negroes, 
and w i l l  w a n t to  ob ta in  i t  fo r  
d is tr ib u tio n  am ong th e ir  m em ­
bers and friends . I t  sells fo r  6 
cents a copy, 4 cents apiece fo r  
bundle orders under 100, and 3 
cents fo r  orders o f 100 o r more. 
Send m oney to  the  M arch-O n- 
W ashington M ovem ent, 2084 Sev­
enth Avenue, N . Y . C.

International Notes
B y B E T T Y  K U E H N

W e support China’s w a r fo r  
na tiona l libe ra tion , bu t we have 
.never supported C hiang K a i-  
shek’s way o f f ig h t in g  th a t w ar. 
The Chinese cap ita lis ts , w ith  
Ch iang as th e ir  representative, 
have s tif le d  the in it ia t iv e  o f the 
masses in  o rder to  prevent the 
n a tion a l s tru g g le  fro m  tu rn in g  
in to  revo lu tiona ry  strugg le .

Remnants o f a fo rm e r revo lu ­
t io n a ry  s trugg le  s t i l l  e x is t in  
fo rm e r Red China, spread ou t 
over some o f the Provinces. W hen 
the  Chinese revo lu tion  was de­
fea ted in  the c ities in  1927, peas­
ants and some w orkers  fo rm ed  
ro v in g  Red arm ies which f in a lly  
found re fuge  in  w h a t was called 
Soviet China.

As a p a r t  o f the Peoples’ F ro n t 
deal w ith  Chiang Kai-shek the 
S ta lin is ts  liqu ida ted  Soviet China 
in  1935. The fo rm e r Red arm ies 
were subordinated to Chiang K a i-  
Bhek. However, Chiang was 
never sa tis fied  w ith  the exten t o f 
th a t subord ination. He wanted to  
w ipe ou t every vestige o f revo lu ­
t io n a ry  tra d it io n  in  those arm ies.

The present re la tio n  o f Ch iang’s 
K uo m in ta ng  to  the fo rm e r Red 
arm ies, w h ich  have been f ig h t in g  
so v a lia n tly , i s  now to ld  b y  A . T. 
Steele, fo re ig n  correspondent re ­
cen tly  re turned fro m  China. In  
the A p r i l 6 Chicago D a ily  News 
he declares:

“ K uom in tang  China is b lock­
aded by the  Japanese, b u t has a 
na rrow  in le t o f aeria l supp ly fro m  
the outside w o rld . Red China, 
however, is blockaded no t on ly  by 
the  Japanese bu t b y  the  K uo m in ­
tang. O n ly  the  t in ie s t d rib le ts  o f 
m a te ria l have entered the com­
m un is t areas d u rin g  the  past

th ree years. Combined w ith  th is , 
Japanese pressure on Red China 
has been heavy and con tinuous .. .

“ The Com m unists, who have a 
poorly  equipped a rm y o f about 
h a lf  a m illio n  r if le s , c la im  th a t 
they have received no m il ita ry  
supplies fro m  the cen tra l govern­
m ent since 1939.”

The social s truc tu re  o f w ha t 
Steele calls Red China “ bears no 
resemblance to  tru e  communism. 
I t  is neare r to  democracy, though 
under f i r m  p a r ty  supervis ion.”  
He appears to  mean by th is  th a t 
th is  p redom inan tly  ag ra ria n  area 
is cu ltiva ted  in  in d iv id u a l fa rm s.

Nevertheless, the p o lit ic a l op in­
ions o f the masses have made i t  
im possib le fo r  the  Com m unist 
P a r ty  to come to a p o lit ic a l agree­
m ent w ith  Chungking. F u rth e r­
more, both Red China and Chung­
k in g  “ f in d  i t  expedient to  m a in ­
ta in  garrisons a long th e ir  jo in t  
f ro n t ie r .”

The Red China area, says 
Steele, has had no m il ita ry  aid 
fro m  Soviet Russia. “ Soviet Rus­
sia has confined its  m il ita ry  and 
m a te ria l assistance. . . to  General 
C hiang K a i-shek ’s cen tra l govern­
m ent a t Chungking.

“ A s th e ir  on ly  source o f arm s 
is w h a t l i t t le  the y  can make 
themselves and w h a t the y  are 
able to  cap ture fro m  the Japanese 
and th e ir  puppets, the  Chinese 
Reds have g row n  m il i ta r i ly  w eak­
er. They are desperately sho rt o f 
sm all arm s, am m un ition  and 
medicines.”

Thus the fo rm e r Red arm ies o f 
China have had to  face the Jap­
anese onslaugh t p ra c tic a lly  bare­
handed.

B rit is h  Soldiers Discuss 
Socialism  V s . Capita lism

Unionization Of Foremen 
And Workers’ Control

By M. Morrison
By a British Infantryman

The following letter, from a 
soldier receiving m ilita ry  tra in­
ing in  England, was printed in 
the mid-March issue of the 
British  Socialist Appeal:

I  am in  an In fa n try  T ra in in g  
Center undergoing S weeks ele­
m en ta ry  tra in in g . The most im ­
p o rta n t (very, ve ry  im p o rtan t) is 
d r i l l— in s tills  d isc ip line, s ir !  And 
o f the d r i l l ,  the most im portan t 
fo r  the re c ru it  is sa lu ting. A  great 
p a rt o f the f irs t week is taken up 
w ith  th is  “ m ora le-bu ild ing”  factor.

One o f the centra l slogans 
posted up in  stand ing orders is: 
“ A t  a ll tim es salute-r-and i f  in  
doubt a t any tim e— salute.”

H O W  TO S A L U T E
We spend hours le a rn in g  how 

to  salute to  the fro n t, to  the le f t  
and to  the r ig h t.  Do you know 
how to  salute i f  you were on a 
b icycle? N o ! W e ll, you s t if fe n

Cold, hunger and disease are 
taking a far greater to ll today 
than in World W ar 1. Thou­
sands die daily in ravaged 
Greece. Famine in China has 
wiped out whole sections of 
the population. Belgium’s hos­
pitals are reported to be choked 
with children, their limbs swol­
len from starvation. Reports 
from such territories as Nor­
way, the Netherlands, Spain 
and Africa, relatively unaffec­
ted during the last war, ind i­
cate that the Eastern hemis­
phere is fast becoming a hell 
of hunger, epidemic and death.

Memories of how the la s t w a r 
ended haun t the im p e ria lis ts  of 
B r ita in  and Am erica. As the w ar 
drags tow ard its  f if th  year and 

th e  f irs t  ru m b lin g  o f re v o lt sounds 
from  the ’depths of su ffe rin g  E u­
rope, the cap ita lis t ru le rs  trem ble. 
They cannot fo rge t th a t i t  was 
the wave of popu lar rebellion, r is ­
in g  out of the m isery o f the 
masses, th a t forced the be llige r­
ents to conclude a hasty peace in  
1918. Red Russia stands as a con­
s tan t rem inder th a t the w orld  of 
the cap ita lis t class is no t im ­
pregnable. Fear of the inev itab le  
upris ings th a t w i l l  sweep Europe 
i f  the w ar continues much longer 
m otivates every consideration of 
the a llied  governm ent today.

the  body and look s tra ig h t in  
fro n t. I f  you happen to  be r id in g  
a mule (o r horse) and you are 
fo rtu n a te  enough to  pass one o f 
you r lords o r masters, do you 
know w h a t you would do? W e ll, 
you would look s tra ig h t to  the 
fro n t, a t the same tim e  you 
would b r in g  you r w h ip  (held in  
your r ig h t  hand) s m a rtly  down 
to  the side, p o in ting  ap p ro x im ­
a te ly  a t 45 degrees to the grofind.

They te ll the men there is no 
s e rv ility  in  sa lu ting . The O. C. 
gave us a h is to ry  on sa lu ting  to 
prove th is — though i t  ac tua lly  
proved the opposite.

We were no t allowed ou t fo r  
three o r fou r days u n t il we had 
passed the sa lu ting  tests.

The men in  m y pla toon are 
m a in ly , in  fa c t 100% in d u s tr ia l 
workers. M any have been trade 
un ion is ts  and some are keenly 
class conscious. They are a ll good 
fe llows. W ha t s tru ck  me was the

By E L O IS E  B L A C K
And so the “ democracies”  have 

scheduled a whole series o f post­
w a r p lann ing conferences. Am ong 
the f irs t  o f these is the food con­
ference which w i l l  convene on 
M ay 18 a t H o t Springs, Va.

FOOD AS A  W E A P O N
/ T h a t th is  conference w i l l  not he 
concerned alone, o r even ch ie fly , 
w ith  the feeding of the s ta rv in g  
m illio n s  o f Europe is  s trong ly  in ­
dicated by the announcement th a t 
press representatives w i l l  be bar­
red from  a ll bu t the fo rm a l open­
in g  and c losing sessions. The 
cap ita lis ts  know  th a t one of the 
most potent weapons they hold in  
th e ir  hands is the con tro l of food 
supplies.

The best guide to  the  rea l de­
libe ra tions  a t th is  conference, 
which w i l l  take place behind 
locked doors, is  the way in  which 
food and re lie f supplies were 
used by the “ democracies”  to  im ­
pose th e ir  wishes on Europe in  
the post-W orld  W a r I  period.

H O O V E R ’S R O LE
H erbe rt Hoover, as head o f the 

European re lie f com m ission un ­
der the W ilson  ad m in is tra tion , 
was one of the Am erican pioneers 
in  the use o f food as a p o litica l 
and counter-revo lu tionary weapon. 
Disguised as a hum an ita rian , he 
fough t the spread o f Bolshevism  
fo r the allies.

Of his own w o rk  in  th is  field,

way in  w h ich  they accept d isc i­
p line  so easily.

D IS C U S S IO N  ON 
B R IT A IN  A N D  FA S C IS M

E very  week we have two discus­
sions, one called “ The W ay of 
L ife ” —about how to  become a 
“ good c itize n ” — and the ABCA 
lecture. The whole ob ject o f the 
lectures, o f course, is  to m old the 
men’s m inds, though the officers 
(young ones m a in ly , who often 
have come from  the ranks) 
pretend they are fo r  the purpose 
o f m ak ing  the men th in k  fo r  
themselves. They in v ite  opposition 
from  “ Reds o r anybody,”  they say. 
They get I t.

They are a t a disadvantage, fo r 
the ly ing , w h itew ash ing tex t— 
w h ich they repeat w ord  fo r  word 
— cannot stand against any In ­
te llig e n t opposition. As a clasB- 
consclous w orker, I  do m y  du ty 
to help m y comrades to get a 
sc ien tific  approach to  the il ls  and

Hoover says: "Besides the trans­
cendent purpose of the organiza­
tio n  w h ich  I  directed to stop the 
flood of hum an m isery, to save 
m illio n s  of lives, to prevent A 
dwarfed and m en ta lly  degenerated 
generation o f ch ild ren, m y job was 
to n u rtu re  the f r a i l  p la n t of de­
mocracy in  Europe against these 
w ith e rin g  blasts and th e ir  in e v i­
table a fte rm aths o f anarch ism  and 
communism. Communism was 
the p it  in to  w h ich  a ll governments 
were in  danger o f fa ll in g  when 
the fra n t ic  peoples were driven  
by the Horsemen of Hunger and 
Pestilence.”

W ilson, in  a message to Con­
gress in  1919, asked fo r $100,000,- 
000 fo r  European re lie f, and add­
ed: “ Food re lie f is  now the key 
to the whole European s itua tion  
and to the so lu tion  of peace. Bol­
shevism is  s tead ily  m arch ing 
westward, is poisoning Germany. 
I t  cannot be stopped w ith  force. 
I t  can be stopped w ith  food. . . ’’

W herever the workers succeed­
ed in  d r iv in g  ou t th e ir  oppressors 
and set up governments of th e ir  
own, the a llied  governm ents im - 
ified ia te ly  raised a blockade th a t 
cu t o ff a ll food and medicine sup­
plies to  the beleaguered people. 
The young H ungarian  Soviet Re­
pub lic  was f irs t underm ined and 
then ove rth row n by Just th is  
method. W ith o u t a doubt the 
“ dw arfed and m en ta lly  degenerat­
ed generation o f ch ild ren”  in  post 
w ar H ungary  can in  good measure 
thank  Hoovers’ “ R e lie f commis­
sion”  fo r  th e ir  trag ic  condition.

IN  T H IS  W A R
In  the present w a r food has 

already played a ro le  in  the d ip ­
lom atic  stra tegy o f the “ United 
Nations.”  A ccord ing to  Cordell 
H u ll, a ll food supplies to M a rt i­
nique were cu t o ff when A d m ira l 
Robert, H ig h  Commissioner of 
th is  isolated is land, fa iled  to 
break his ties w ith  V ichy. L a te r 
reports stated th a t the s ta rv in g  
natives were th rea ten ing  open reb­
e llio n  against the Robert regime.

Can the cap ita lis ts  be preven­
ted fro m  repea ting  th e ir  p e rfo rm ­
ance o f the  la s t w a r?  Yes. The 
w orkers  in  th is  coun try  can do it .  
They can take th e ir  fa te  in to  th e ir  
own hands, establish a W orke rs ’ 
and F arm ers ’ governm ent and 
so lidarize themselves w ith  the 
masses o f Europe and A s ia . Such 
a governm ent alone can take 
adequate and sincere measures to 
feed, clo the and she lte r the v ic ­
tim s  o f im peria lism .

evils o f th is  life . So w hen the of­
ficers come ou t w ith  th e ir  bunk, 
I  g ive them the works. They 
w rigg le  and tw is t and tu rn , but 
facts are facts, and m y fe llow  
comrades appreciate th is.

F o r instance, the A B C A  pa in ts 
& p ic tu re  o f a righteous B r ita in  
fig h tin g  fo r  peace before the w ar 
^ga ins t aggressive “ H uns”  and a t 
last, re lu c ta n tly  go ing to w a r to 
destroy the bestial fascists in  
order to make the w o rld  safe fo r 
democracy. W hen I  po in t ou t tha t 
fo r  years the B r it is h  cap ita lis ts, 
th rough  press and rad io , carried  
on a p ro -H itle r campaign— th a t 
the same gang are ru n n in g  the 
coun try  now— the officer reddens 
and the men say,- "Yes, yes, th a t’s 
true .”

There is a great a d m ira tio n  fo r  
Russia amongst the ranks and 
they have an understand ing th a t 
“ i t ’s because the Russians have 
som ething to  f ig h t fo r ”  th a t they 
figh t so g r im ly .

P A R L IA M E N T A R Y  SYS TE M
One lecture was held on “ The 

P arliam enta ry  System ." The b lack­
board was filled  w ith  figures. The 
lecture was given around these 
figures and the officer gave his 
lecture around these, p o in tin g  to 
a p ic tu re  of slow  and inevitab le  
progress— of course, the re ' were 
th ings w rong— but these could be 
righ ted . I t  a ll depended on how 
the people voted. In  any case we 
were better o ff  than  H itle r .

He then in v ite d  me to  come out 
and speak, hoping th a t I  was 
go ing to be stumped. I  took up the 
challenge, helped by the urg ings 
of m y comrades. I  drew  the rea l 
p ic tu re  o f P arliam ent. How  on ly  
the s trugg le o f the masses against 
the ru lin g  class had been the 
cause o f progressive leg is la tion . 
Pointed ou t th a t the lec tu re  made 
no m ention o f the Chartists, etc., 
then show’ed th a t P arliam ent was 
an in s tru m en t of the cap ita lis ts ; 
quoted the case o f Carson, and the 
“ Home Rule fo r  Ire la nd  B il l, ”  the 
obstruction  suffered by the Labor 
governments in  1924-29-31. Showed 
th a t as in  Spain in  1936, even i f  
the w orkers d id  get a m a jo rity , 
lik e  Franco, the B r it is h  bosses 
would no t a llow  them  to use i t  
fo r  the in terests o f the people. I  
finished up by ca llin g  fo r  a Soviet 
system o f government.
70 TO  N O N E

The o ffice r tr ie d  to  ge t oppo­
s itio n  aga inst th is , b u t on ly  go t 
added support fo r  i t .  He then pu t 
i t  to  the vote and the re s u lt was 
70 fo r  the  Soviet system  and 0 
fo r  the P a rliam e n ta ry  system .

T h is is  the mood of the workers 
in  un ifo rm . The vast m a jo r ity  are 
w holehearted ly determ ined th a t 
we cannot and w i l l  no t re tu rn  to 
the “ w orld  o f before the w a r.”

#Typical Jew' in 
The Soviet- Issue 
Of 'Life Magazine'

“ The special Soviet ed ition  
o f L ife  included p ictures o f un­
named in d iv idu a ls  ty p ic a l o f 
the d iffe re n t people who make 
up the  Soviet U n ion. The ty p i­
cal Jew was P rofessor Joseph 
J. L ieberberg, fo rm e r p res i­
dent o f B iro -B id ja n , who was 
dismissed in  October, 1936, on 
charges o f T ro tsky ism .”

— The N a tion , A p r i l  17, 1943
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158 Broadw ay a t Shawm ut

Last m onth C. E. W ilson, presi­
dent o f General M otors Corpora­
tion , sent a long telegram  to fo u r 
committees o f the House o f Repre­
sentatives, p ro testing  against the 
organ ization of the foremen of the 
D e tro it Diesel Engine D iv is ion  by 
the Forem en’s Association of 
Am erica. There was a hyste rica l 
note in  the telegram. F o r M r. W il­
son sees a veritab le  breakdown of 
in d u s try  should the forem en be 
perm itted un ion iza tion . Reaction­
aries in  Congress have already 
taken up the cudgels on behalf of 
M r. W ilson and plan to in troduce 
b ills  to p ro h ib it  un ion iza tion  of 
foremen.

I f  M r. W ilson gets so excited 
about a union o f forem en u n a ffi­
lia ted to  the re g u la r trade  unions 
one can im agine his consternation 
when he read th a t John L . Lew is 
is dem anding th a t the coal op­
era to rs  recognize the  U n ited  
M ine W orkers  as the  ba rga in ing  
agency fo r  a l l the forem en and 
subforem en in  the coal in d u s try .

“ Foremen are the f irs t  line  of­
ficers o f t ile  management,”  w rite s  
M r. W ilson, and as such, so runs 
the general conclusion in  his 
telegram , m ust be responsible to 
and under the complete con tro l of 
the management. Undoubtedly not 
on ly  M r. W ilson  bu t a ll o ther capi­
ta lis ts  behold a h o rrib le  v is ion  of 
labor un ion ism  stead ily  encroach­
in g  upon th e ir  r ig h t  to manage 
the indus tries  as they please. The 
demand o f a un ion fo r  ju r is d ic tio n  
over the forem en is  evidence th a t 
the s itua tion  has been perm itted  
to go too fa r. T hrough M r. W il­
son the cap ita lis ts  appeal to Con­
gress to come to th e ir  aid.

A nd in  fac t the cap ita lis ts  
are ju s tifia b ly  w orried . F o r the 
demand of the U n ited M ine W o rk ­
ers, th a t i t  be recognized as the 
ba rga in ing  agency fo r  the fo re ­
men, is s ig n ifica n t in  th a t i t  in ­
dicates a trend o f the trade unions 
to res tr ic t, more and ' more, the 
r ig h ts  of ca p ita lis t management 
and to ga in  greater con tro l over 
indus try .

The im m edia te m otives of Lew is 
in  m ak ing  such a demand are not 
very  im p ortan t. He wants to 
strengthen the un ion by absorbing 
an effective layer o f the personnel 
in  the in d u s try . T h a t in  its e lf 
would be su ffic ie n t ju s tifica tio n  
fo r  us to support Lew is in  th a t 
demand. He m ay even be in ­
terested in  the ad d itiona l .dues. bf. 
he m ay s im p ly  have p u t fo r th  the  
demand as a ba rga in ing  po in t. 
A ll  th is  is un im p o rta n t in  com­
parison w ith  the fac t th a t the 
demand symbolizes the  tendency 
of labor un ion ism  to ga in  greater 
con tro l over the operation o f in ­
dustry.

*  *  *

W ith  the b ir th  o f trade  unions 
the  con tro l which the  c a p ita lis ts  
had over in d u s try  began to  be re ­
s tr ic ted  by the w orkers. N o lo n g ­
e r could the em ployer deal w ith  
the w o rke r as he pleased; no 
longer was he able to  “ en ter in to  
a con trac t”  witM the  in d iv id u a l 
laborer. He had to  con tra c t w ith  
the trade  union and h is  sacred 
r ig h t  to  con tro l h is p ro pe rty  was 
thereby lim ite d . The m ore pow er­
fu l the  union, the  g re a te r were 
the lim ita t io n s  upon the  r ig h ts  o f 
the owner.

B u t the trade unions have been 
l im it in g  the r ig h ts  of ownership 
on ly  in  so fa r  as they w ire  
d ire c tly  concerned w ith  the w e l­
fa re  o f the w orkers in  the shop. 
I t  has been taken fo r  granted tha t 
the owners could do an y th in g  they 
pleased as fa r  as management of

D ETRO IT, Mich., A p ril 17. 
—  Over 10,000 Negro and 
white workers marched to Ca­
dillac Square last Sunday after­
noon to hold a mass demon­
stration against Negro discri­
mination. The march and meet­
ing were sponsored by the De­
tro it branch of the National 
Association for the Advance­
ment of Colored People in co­
operation with other organiza­
tions including the CIO United 
A u to  W orke rs  and N egro f r a te r ­
nal groups. C hevro le t Local 235 
o f the U A W  was represented by 
a band and drum  corps. There 
was also a sm all con tingen t o f

“ The Struggle for 
World Socialism”

Sunday, M ay 2, 8 P . M . 
a t E A S T  BO STO N H A L L  

M ave rick  Square above Iv a ’s

the in d u s try  is concerned, outside 
o f wages, hours and conditions 
of w ork. Some cra l't un ions have 
been com pelling employers to pur­
chase on ly  union-mado m a te ria l 
bu t th a t too is a l im ita t io n  w h ich  
does no t in te rfe re  d ire c tly  w ith  the 
management o f in d u s try . Un ion­
iza tion  o f foremen, w h ile  being a 
fa r  c ry  fro m  actual con tro l o f the 
operation o f in du s try , shows a 
desire on the p a rt o f the unions 
to have a con tro l over people up­
on whom  management depends in  
d is c ip lin in g  w 6rkers  and super­
v is ing  production.

The demand fo r  the  un ion iza ­
tio n  o f forem en is  a ll the more 
s ig n ifica n t because in  the past un­
ions have genera lly  frow ned on 
the idea o f ta k in g  forem en ip to  
the organ ization. The altered a t­
t itu d e  towards the  in c lus ion  of 
foremen in  the unions m ay :be 
p r im a r ily  due to the changed 
character o f in du s try , w h ich  has 
considerably lowered the sta tus o f 
forem en in  com parison w ith  the  
position they had fo rm erly . Never­
theless foremen are considered by 
the cap ita lis ts  as th e ir  agents and 
i t  is because of th is  th a t they are 
so disturbed by the  demand o f 
the un ions to con tro l the foremen. 
They see in  th is  demand a dange­
rous precedent. M ay no t the un­
ions demand, as the  next step, 
supervis ion of a l l  aspects o f oper­
a tin g  in du s try?

*  *  »
R evo lu tiona ry  M arx is ts  m ust 

w holehearted ly support the de­
mand fo r  the un io n iza tion  o f fore­
men. N o t on ly  because i t  w i l l  
s trengthen the unions b u t be­
cause i t  is  also a step in  the  d i­
rection  o f w o rkers ’ con tro l o f in ­
dustry . I t  is  o f course tru e  th a t 
foremen as a group are less m il i­
ta n t than  w o rkers  as a g roup  b u t 
a pow erfu l and m il ita n t  trade 
u n i o n  m o v e m e n t  h a s  
no th in g  to  fe a r  fro m  a sm all 
group o f foremen. To have them  
in  the un ion means to  have a cer­
ta in  con tro l over them  by the un­
ion. T h e y  a r e  transfo rm ed 
from  agents o f the b o s s e s  
entrusted w ith  the task o f d isc i­
p line  and speedup to  mere super­
visors of the technica l end of 
production. The class-conscious 
w orkers w i l l  answer M r. W ilson  
no t by denying th a t they w a n t to  
in te rfe re  w ith  management b u t by 
bo ld ly  s ta tin g  th a t the trade un ­
ions  m ust have greater con tro l o f 
management.

A n d  w h a t is  m ost im p o rta n t is 
th a t the advanced w orkers  m ust 
base th e ir  desire fo r  con tro l p f 
the in d u s try  not m ere ly on the 
p roposition  th a t they thereby 
w a n t to benefit the w orkers o f 
th e ir  p a rtic u la r un ion. The 
weakness o f Lew is  and o ther con­
serva tive trade  un ion  leaders in  
dem anding ju r is d ic tio n  over the 
forem en lies ju s t in  th is  —  th a t 
they do no t connect th a t demand 
w ith  the necessity fo r  co n tro llin g  
in d u s try  as a measure to benefit 
the w ide masses o f the people.

Trade un ion ism  w i l l  ob ta in  sup­
po rt amongst a ll layers of the pop­
u la tio n  outside of the cap ita lis ts  
on ly  i f  i t  presents a program  
dealing w ith  a ll the problems of 
society. To confine themselves to  
the in te rests o f th e ir  members 
alone means to  a lienate the  sup­
p o rt o f the w ide masses and thus 
to in ju re  th e ir  own members.

In  re a lity  th is  means the o r­
ganization of an Independent L a ­
bor P a rty  w ith  an adequate p o li­
t ic a l program , w ith  w o rkers ’ con­
t ro l o f in d u s try  as an im p o rta n t 
p a rt o f th a t program .

N egro soldiers who spontaneously 
stepped in to  the  lin e  o f  m arch as 
the parade sw ept by a N egro  
USO center.

M ost o f the  speakers pro tested 
aga inst jo b  d isc rim in a tio n  in  w a r 
p lants, police b ru ta lity , re fu sa l to  
serve Negroes in  D e tro it  res tau­
ran ts , fa ilu re  to  g ive N egro  wo­
men jobs to  w h ich  th e ir  s k il l en­
t it le s  them , the  de feat o f a n tt-  
p o ll ta x  le g is la tio n  by  Dem ocrats 
and Republicans, J im  C row  hous­
ing , etc. Some o f the  p lacards 
demanded freedom  fo r  Ind ia . 
A R M Y  J IM  CROW

A n  incongruous note was s tru ck  
by one o f the  speakers, Colonel 
George E. S trong, C h ie f o f P la n t 
P ro tec tion  fo r  the  A rm y  A ir  
Forces in  the  M ich igan  d is tr ic t,  
who dw e lt on the  heroism  o f 
N egro soldiers in  ba ttle , b u t who 
never m entioned the fa c t th a t N e­
groes are segregated in  the arm ed 
forces. The speakers who follow jed 
S trong  took care to  denounce m i­
l i ta r y  J im  C row ; one d rew  ex­
tended applause when he said, 
“ I f  we m ust f ig h t  and die to ­
gether, f o r  God’s sake le t ’s liv e  
to g e th e r!”

A m ong the  speakers were D r. 
McLendon, pres ident o f the  De­
t ro it  N A A C P , W a lte r R euther o f 
the U A W , Leonard S trong  o f the  
U n ited  Rubber W orkers , Rev. 
Charles H i l l  o f the  D e tro it  C it i­
zens’  C om m ittee. G reetings w ere  
received fro m  Pearl Buck, A . 
P h ilip  Randolph, Roger B a ldw in  
and others.

Philadelphia May Day 
Meeting

1886— Beginning of fight for 8-hour day 
1943— Toward the formation of an

INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY
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INDIAN WORKERS IN BRITAIN 
BLAME FAMINE ON IMPERIALISTS

The fo llo w in g  is the text of a reso lu tion adopted 
by the In d ia  W orkers Association in  B r ita in  and 
sent to the Executive Committee of the B r it is h  
Labor P a r ty :

The In d ia  W orkers Association in  G re iit B r ita in  
views w ith  serious concern the fas t Imposed upon 
M ahatm a Gandhi by the barbarous po licy  of B r i t ­
ish im peria lism . I t  demands his im m ediate, un­
cond itiona l release and calls, upon the  B r it is h  and 
A m erican w o rk in g  class organizations to support 
th is  demand.

Responsibility for Famine
The Ind ia n  W orkers Association holds the B r i t ­

ish im p e ria lis ts  responsible fo r  the te rr ib le  state 
of food shortage and fam ine in  Ind ia . I t  considers 
th a t th is  is a logica l resu lt of the most b ru ta l ex­
p lo ita tio n  o f the In d ia n  masses carried  out by the 
im peria lis ts  in  the last 150 years. I t  has caused 
a large pa rt of the cu ltivab le  land to rem a in  waste, 
increased the pressure of the popu lation on land; 
and forced down the liv in g  standards of workers 
and peasants to s ta rva tio n  level. T h is  norm al 
state of a ffa irs  is aggravated by the presence of 
a huge arm y liv in g  upon the resources o f the coun­
t r y  and the continued export of foodstuffs in  the 
la s t three years; and the incapac ity  o f the govern­
m ent to  deal w ith  the food hoarders.’

I t  condemns the b ru ta l methods adopted by the

governm ent to suppress hunger r io ts  and regards 
the order to shoot w ith o u t w a rn in g  as a s ign  o f 
complete bankruptcy and impotence.

I t  considers th a t the problem  o f adequate food 
and its  proper d is tr ib u tio n  cannot be achieved 
w ith o u t ending the  im p e ria lis t ru le  in  Ind ia . 
B r it is h  im p eria lism  is  in  a lliance w ith  the 
racketeers and exp lo ite rs in  Ind ia .

H oard ing  of food can on ly  be con tro lled and 
proper d is tr ib u tio n  achieved i f  the power to  search 
the granaries o f land lords and zam indars in  the 
v illages and g ra in  m erchants in  the c itie s  is  given 
to  the com m ittees o f w o rkers  and peasants. B u t 
such a trans fo rm a tion  is  impossibe w ith o u t the 
complete independence o f Ind ia . O nly by the end­
in g  o f B r it is h  Im pe ria lism  in  In d ia  can the power 
pass, in  the words of the Congress reso lu tion, in to  
the hands of the "w orkers  in  the fields and fac­
tories.”

Call for Solidarity
Therefore, w e ca ll upon the  B r it is h  and A m e r­

ican w o rk in g  class organ iza tions to  express th e ir  
s o lid a r ity  w ith  the In d ia n  masses who are forced 
to resort to hunger r io ts  and demand th a t shoot­
ings be stopped im m edia te ly. We fu rth e r ca ll upon 
the B r it is h  and A m erican workers to raise the 
demand fo r  the  release o f In d ia n  p o lit ic a l .¡prison­
ers and acceptance o f the  Congress demarid fo r 
im m ediate independence.

New Conference Recalls Use 
Of Food As Weapon In  1918

10,000 Workers Protest 
Jim Crow In Detroit

TWO MAY DAY MEETINGS IN BOSTON
William F. Warde will speak on:
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta r ia t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

pe ria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

coun te r-revo lu tion , is the 

m ost im p o rta n t d u ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  T R O T S K Y

JOIN US IN  FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers, financed 

by the government, but under control 
of the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by the gov­
ernment but controlled by the trade 
onions, to train workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers 
drafted into the army.

3. Full equality for Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. For a rising scale of wages to meet the 
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern­
ment.

9. Defend the Soviet Union against im­
perialist attack.

Hollywood And  
The Moscow Trials

On almost the same day that Hollywood opened 
its newspaper campaign to advertise the opening 
o f the motion picture, “ Mission to Moscow,’’ which 
w ill have its premiere in New York on A pril 29, 
a Mexican court passed sentence on "Frank Jac- 
son,”  the GPU assassin. The coincidence begins 
and ends here. The motion picture repeats the 
Stalinist lie that Trotsky and the Trotskyists 
sought to assassinate Stalin; in |he Mexican court 
i t  was established that Stalin's hired killer had 
come' to Mexico for the sole purpose of taking the 
life of Leon Trotsky.

Hollywood, it goes without saying, did not film 
the story o f this- real plot and real murder. The 
film, based on the book by ex-Ambassador Joseph 
E. Davies, has an altogether different task to per­
form. W ith actors, make-up artists and movie 
cameras Warner Brothers hopes to accomplish what 
the Kremlin, with its entire colossal apparatus and 
network of foreign agencies, so miserably failed 
to.achieve: namely, to justify  before world pub­
lic opinion all of Stalin’s crimes against the work­
ing class, above all the blood purges of the in­
famous Moscow trials.

Stalin was able to set the stage in Moscow with 
liv ing puppets. The best Hollywood can do is 
boast about the physical resemblance between its 
actors and the personalities they represent. But it 
has something which Stalin lacked: it  is able to 
present the story of the Moscow tria l frameups 
with an air of im partia lity. As evidence o f its 
impartial adherence to the truth, Hollywood's pub­
lic ity  men have been flooding the capitalist press 
w'ith the assurances that the only changes made 
involved the telescoping df Stalin’s three major 
public trials into a single one for the screen. And 
then they play their trump card: the actors, they 
emphasize, speak only lines taken verbatim from 
the official transcript of the frameups. The same 
words, that is, that the GPU put into the mouths 
of its victims or wrote into the records through 
the prosecution.

This is like making a picture of the Mooney 
or Sacco and Vanzetti frameups and citing only 
the arguments of the prosecution. But everyone 
acquainted w'ith those cases knows that it  is neces­
sary to go beyond the "evidence’’ of the prosecu­
tion and even outside of the courtroom in order to 
establish the truth.

No one would expect the perpetrators o f a frame-

up to follow such a course because obviously they 
seek to suppress the truth. But why does H olly­
wood, which so loudly asserts its fide lity  to the 
facts, ignore the great volume of unimpeachable 
evidence on the Moscow trials gathered, analyzed, 
substantiated and published by a tru ly  impartial 
body, the John Dewey Commission investigating 
the charges against Leon Trotsky? W hy does it  
ignore the testimony of the chief defendant of the 
trials, Trotsky, who was not permitted to speak 
on his own behalf in Moscow? W hy does it  con­
fine its film  version to Moscow’s court records 
which do not contain a single piece o f verified 
documentary evidence and make not a single men­
tion of the testimony and evidence presented be­
fore the Dewey Commission?

Hollywood can no more disprove thg findings 
and the verdict of the Dewey Commission than 
the Kremlin could. This verdict, passed on Sept. 
20, 1937, still stands:

“ We f in d  th a t T ro ts k y  th rou gh ou t h is whole career 
has been a constant opponent o f in d iv id u a l te rro r. 
The Commission fu r th e r  fin d s  th a t T ro ts k y  never 
ins tructed  any o f the defendants o r witnesses in  the  
Moscow tr ia ls  to  assassinate any p o lit ic a l opponent.

“ W e f in d  th a t T ro ts k y  never ins truc ted  the  de­
fendants o r witnesses in  the Moscow t r ia ls  to  en­
gage in  sabotage, w reck ing  o r d iversion. On the con­
tra ry ,  he has a lw ays been a /consistent advocate 
o f the bu ild in g  up o f soc ia lis t in d u s try  and a g r ic u l­
tu re  in  the Soviet U n ion  and has c ritic ized  the present 
reg im e on the basis th a t its  a c tiv itie s  were h a rm fu l 
to  the bu ild ing  up o f the soc ia lis t economy in  Rus­
sia. He is no t in  fa v o r o f sabotage as a m ethod o f 
opposition to  any p o lit ic a l reg im e.

“ We f in d  th a t T ro ts k y  never ins tructed  any o f the 
accused o r witnesses in  the Moscow tr ia ls  to  en ter 
in to  agreem ents w ith  fo re ig n  powers aga inst the So­
v ie t U n ion . On the con tra ry , he has a lw ays uncom­
p ro m is in g ly  advocated the defense o f the  USSR. He 
has also been a fo r th r ig h t  ideo log ica l opponent o f 
the fascism  represented by the  fo re ig n  powers w ith  
w h ich he is  accused o f hav ing  conspired.

“ On the basis o f a ll the evidence we f in d  th a t 
T ro ts k y  never recommended, p lo tted  o r attem pted the 
res to ra tion  o f cap ita lism  in  the USSR. On the con­
tra ry , he has always uncom prom is ing ly  opposed the 
resto ra tion  o f cap ita lism  in  the Soviet Un ion and its  
existence anywhere else.

“ We find  th a t the Prosecutor ( in  the Moscow tr ia ls )  
fa n ta s tic a lly  fa ls ifie d  T ro ts k y ’s ro le  before, du rin g  
and a fte r  the October R evolution.

“ W e the re fo re  f in d  the Moscow tr ia ls  to  be fra m e ­
ups.

“ We the re fo re  f in d  T ro ts k y  and Sedov no t g u ilty . ’ ’

Here Are Some 
Real Peonage Cases

The Department of Justice has been publicly 
commending itself for obtaining a conviction of 
two Texas farmers who held a Negro as a slave; 
and for undertaking no less than th irty  investiga­
tions of peonage and slavery cases in Mississippi, 
Florida, Texas, and other states.

The conduct of the Department of Justice re­
minds us of an experience a friend of ours had 
while getting some sparkplugs cleaned. The cut- 
rate ou tfit entrusted w ith this simple task made 
such a to-do about its wonderful work that our 
friend forgot to check his motor. The sparkplugs 
were cleaned well. What the ou tfit neglected to 
mention was that the motor had been ruined in the 
process. Our friend’s sad experience has taught 
us to watch closely those people who raise a hulla­
balloo about something they are supposed to do 
in the first place. What is the Department of Jus­
tice trying to cover up w ith its beating of drums 
about the enforcement —  a trifle  belated —  of 
the Thirteenth Amendment?

We th ink we know. This cleaning of a few d irty  
sparkplugs in out-of-the-way places is intended to 
distract attention away from moves in Washing-4 
ton that threaten to destroy the entire mechanism 
of our people’s elementary rights and liberties.

There is the Roosevelt-McNutt order freezing 
27,000,000 workers to their jobs, w ith penalties o f 
$1,000 and one year in ja il, or both, for any work­
er who tries to better his condition by changing 
jobs without permission. Peonage remains peonage 
for 27,000,000, even v’hen the label on it  reads 
'“ frozen.’’

And what is the gist of the Austin-Wadsworth 
B ill to conscript all labor? In the last analysis, 
it comes down to turning every man, woman and 
child in this country into a peon. Everyone, that 
is, who is not a member of the capitalist class. 
The capitalists and their agents, you see, do the 
freezing, bill-passing, tax-passing, etc. —  all of 
which invariably comes down to one and the same 
thing —  PROFIT TA K IN G .

We propose a simple method whereby the en­
tire mechanism of our society can be kept not only 
clean but vastly improved:

Set up a Workers’ and Farmers’ Government 
and let the "Department of Justice”  of this gov­
ernment do the job of really abolishing all peon­
age and slavery.
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A. P. Randolph On 
Military Jim Crow
E d ito r:

The trea tm ent- o f Negroes in  
the armed forces o f th is  cou n try  
is a shame and reproach to  every 
Am erican. W e of. the M arch-O n- 
W ashington M ovem ent believe 
th a t a J im  Crow  a rm y is a m ock­
ery o f the p rinc ip les  procla im ed 
by the leaders o f the  U n ite d  N a ­
tions. M ay I ,  the re fo re , request 
the courtesy o f y o u r correspond­
ence columns to  te ll you r readers 
about tw o  c u rre n t developments 
in the f ig h t  we are p u ttin g  up 
aga inst m il ita ry  J im  C row ism ?

1. W e have ju s t  p u t ou t a 16- 
page illu s tra te d  booklet, “ The 
W ar's  G reatest Scandal: The 
S to ry  o f J im  Crow in  U n ifo rm ,”  
which contains a ll the fac ts  on 
th is  issue b rough t toge the r fo r  
the f irs t  tim e. I t  costs f iv e  cents 
and m ay be obtained fro m  the 
M arch-O n-W ashington Movement,

2084 Seventh Ave., New  Y o rk  
C ity .

2. We are t r y in g  to  dram atize 
na tion a lly  the case o f W in fre d  
Lynn , the Negro dra ftee  whose 
su it a lleg ing  v io la tio n  by the m il i­
ta ry  au tho ritie s  o f the “ no dis­
c r im in a tio n ”  clause in  the 1940 
D ra ft  A c t w i l l  come up before the 
Supreme C ourt in  a fe w  months. 
A  mass m eeting on th is  case w i l l  
be held a t the Golden Gate B a ll­
room, Lenox Ave. and 140th St., 
New  Y o rk  C ity , a t 8:30 P. M. on 
Thursday, A p r i l  22. A l l  who share 
our concern about m il i ta r y  J im  
Crow are co rd ia lly  in v ited  to  a t ­
tend.

A . P h ilip  Randolph, 
N a tion a l D irecto r, 

M arch-on-W ashington 
Movem ent.

(A lb e r t  P a rke r’s rev iew  o f 
“ The W a r’s G reatest Scandal”  
w il l be found in  his colum n on 
Page 5 o f th is  issue. N e x t week’s 
M il ita n t  w il l c a rry  a re p o rt o f the 
mass m eeting on the L yn n  case. 
— Ed.)

Suggest a 
New Column
E d ito r:

I t  has occurred to me th a t a 
colum n en titled  “ In  M y Shop,”  
con ta in ing  newsy b its  of in te res t­
in g  in fo rm a tio n  on the attitudes 
and reactions o f w orkers in  the 
w ar p lants th roughou t the coun­
t r y  the various decrees issued 
by the government, m ig h t w e ll be 
of in te rest to the readers of The 
M ilita n t  i f  placed in  the paper as 
a regu lar feature. Please take it  
under advisement.

N . L .
New Haven, Conn.

(W hat do o ther readers of the 
paper th in k  about th is  suggestion? 
The ed ito ria l s ta ff is in  favor, but 
the success o f the proposed column 
would depend on the w illingness 
of our readers to supply us w ith  
the m a te ria l fo r  the colum n.— 
Ed.)

O N E  W O R LD  by W endell L.
W illk ie . 206 pp. New Y o rk :
Simon &  Schuster. $2 (c lo th ),
$1 (paper cover).
M r. W illk ie  has no govern­

m ent post. Considerations o f d ip ­
lomacy do no t fe t te r  him . N o r 
does he have to  soothe the sen­
s ib ilitie s  o f a C h u rch ill. In  de­
nouncing B r it is h  colon ia l ru le , he 
speaks o u t w h a t is in  the  m ind 
o f W a ll S treet. A t  W a ll S tree t’s 
disposal is the g rea test in d u s tr ia l 
m achine; its  co ffe rs  hold a lm ost 
a ll o f the w o rld ’s go ld ; i t  needs 
elbow room, new m arke ts, places 
fo r  investm en t —  in  short, i t  
needs its  own super empire. 
G reat B r ita in  stands in  the way? 
Then i t  is  necessary to  “ libe ra te ”  
the colonies fro m  B r it is h  ru le. 
And w h a t about .France ?

One would th in k  th a t W illk ie , 
ou t o f considerations o f sym pa- 
th y  fo r the prostra te  French E m ­
p ire  would a t least m oderate his 
a ttitu d e  tow ard  it .  B u t the more 
im poten t the French a ll the more 
merciless is our au thor. Here is ' 
W illk ie ’s descrip tion o f his m eet­
ing  w ith  General de G aulle : “ in 
the genera l’s p r iva te  room, where 
every corner, every w a ll, held 
busts, statues and p ic tu res of 
Napoleon” :

“ F requen tly  the general, in  de­
sc rib ing  his s trugg le  o f the  m o­
m ent w ith  the  B r it is h  as to  
w hether he o r the jr should dom­
inate S y ria  and the Lebanon, 
would declare d ra m a tica lly , ‘ I  
cannot sacrifice  o r compromise 
m y princ ip les .’ ‘L ik e  Joan o f A rc ,’ 
his aide added. . . W hen I  re ­
minded h im  th a t S y ria  was b u t 
a mandated area under the 
League o f N a tions, he said, ‘Yes, 
I  know. B u t I  ho ld  i t  in  tru s t. . . 
In  no place in  th is  w o rld  can I  
y ie ld  a s ing le  F rench r ig h t.  . .’ ”

General de Gaulle, heading 
on ly  one fac tio n  in  a de funct em­
pire, says w ith  bravado: “ In  no 
place in  th is  w o rld  can I  y ie ld  
a s ingle F rench r ig h t ”  —  the 
r ig h t, th a t is, to  exp lo it the na ­
tives and to  g rin d  them  down 
under conditions o f s ta rva tio n  
and pestilence. M r. C hurch ill, 
heading the w an ing  and b u t s t i l l  
qu ite  po tent B r it is h  E m pire, says 
th re a te n in g ly  —  and unm is taka ­
b ly  w ith  the U . S. in  m ind —  
“ We mean to  ho ld ou r own. I  
did no t (become H is M a je s ty ’s 
f irs t  m in is te r in  order to  preside 
over the  liqu ida tion  o f the B r i t ­
ish E m pire .”  A nd W illk ie , speak­
in g  fo r  W a ll S treet, the m ain 
cha llenger fo r  the r ig h t  to  w orld  
em pire, puts in the m outh  o f  one

o f the h igh o ffic ia ls  o f the L e ­
banon the fo llo w in g  w ords: “ A  
plague on both th e ir  houses.”  Re­
vealed by these statem ents is  the 
pa tte rn  o f the c o n flic t go ing on 
r ig h t  now even w h ile  v ic to ry  over 
the A x is  is s t i l l  out o f reach.

T u rke y  is one coun try  in  the 
M iddle E as t th a t cap tiva ted W il l­
k ie ’s im ag ination . He represents 
i t  as “ a possible p ro to type  o f 
w ha t is happening to  a ll the  vast 
area th a t used to  be the  O ttom an 
E m p ire .”  W ha t makes i t  a p ro to ­
type ? W h ile  p a in tin g  a g low ing  
p ic tu re  o f T u rk ish  progress fo r  
the past 19 years, w h a t re a lly  
in terested W illk ie  becomes qu ick­
ly  obvious: T u rk e y  is a lready 
w ith in  the  A m erican sphere o f 
in fluence and m ay p lay  an im p o r­
ta n t ro le  in the M iddle E as t in  
beha lf o f the  A m erican  em pire.

M issionaries have o ften  served 
as scouts o f im p e r ia lis t penetra­
tion  in  the colonies. The Bantus 
o f A fr ic a  have a say ing : “ A t  
f irs t we had the land and the 
w h ite  man had the B ib le . Now 
we have the B ib le  and the w h ite  
man has the land.”  In  T u rkey , i t  
appears, “ educators”  have taken 
he place o f m issionaries. Outside 

V tan bu l, Roberts College has 
been established by  Am ericans, 
and M r. W illk ie  in fo rm s  us, “ Its  
graduates are now s it t in g  behind 
some o f the  m ost im p o rta n t 
desks in T u rkey . They are tu rn ­
in g  to  good use the  knowledge 
and ideas g iven them  by  A m e r­
ican teachers. . .”

F u rth e r, “ They would lik e  to 
trade w ith  us . . . They produce, 
In  T urkey, nearly  one-quarter of 
the w o rld ’s supply of chrome . . . 
and they need m anufactures and 
m ach inery . . . ”  M r. W illk ie  com­
ments: “ The T u rk s  are our
friends. They both lik e  and ad­
m ire  us. They do no t fear us, 
nor do they envy us.”- C learly, 
the T u rk ish  bourgeoisie —  w hich 
W illk ie  om its  to m ention, m a in ­
ta ins a d ic ta to ria l regim e— is fu lly  
aware th a t i t  can p lay  no in ­
dependent ro le  on the in te rn a ­
tion a l chess board and is w ill in g  
to be a pawn in  the hands of the 
Am erican ru lin g  class.

About a quarte r of W illk ie ’s 
book is devoted to h is two weeks’ 
sojourn in  the Soviet Union, and 
his two meetings w ith  S ta lin . By 
sheer volum e he tr ies  to  make up 
fo r a lack of any c learcut perspec­
tive . W illk ie , who speaks w ith  
assurance of Am erica 's ro le in  the 
rest of the post-war w orld , finds 
h im se lf face to face w ith  an

enigma when he comes to the 
Soviet Union. He m ostly  has h igh 
praise fo r the S ta lin is t clique, but 
the nationalized property  re la tions 
be cannot swallow. Is  i t  perhaps 
because' W illk ie  has a stake in 
cap ita lism ? N o th ing  so vu lga r 
could possib ly enter his m ind. 
W illk ie  procedes here as in  every­
th in g  from  the noblest o f motives. 
H e -is  opposed to communism, be­
cause he is ". . .completely opposed 
,to any system th a t leads to ab­
so lu tism .”

W illk ie  resorts here to  the ou t­
worn bu t s t i l l  fa v o rite  tr ic k . L ike  
a ll cap ita lis t apologists, he iden­
t if ie s  com m unism  w ith  reac tion ­
a ry  S ta lin ism . A s a resu lt, the 
socia list achievements o f the 
USSR in  in du s tria liza tio n , educa­
tion  and public health , along w ith  
the m ag n ificen t perform ance o f 
the Red A rm y , are thus credited 
to the leadership o f S ta lin , w h ile  
S ta lin 's  to ta lita r ia n  reg im e is 
blamed on socialism .

B u t w h a t about the Soviet 
U n ion ’s fu tu re  in  the scheme of 
W illk ie ’s “ One W o rld ” ? Out of a ll 
the verbiage he employs to cover 
up h is fears and m isg iv ings, one 
th in g  stand out: “ The in d u s tr ia l­
iza tion  of Russia w i l l  requ ire  a 
lim itless  am ount o f Am erican 
products, and Russia has un ­
lim ite d  m ate ria l resources th a t we 
need.”  There is the basis fo r  a 
profitable business deal, w h ich no 
hard headed Am erican business 
man w ould  overlook.

l i t  h is book W illk ie  gives us not 
on ly  a survey o f the w orld  as he 
saw it ,  bu t also h is  p ic tu re  o f the 
w orld  to come. Th is , too, is  very 
vague and b lu rred  in  a th ic k  fog 
of Jeffersonian phraseology. A ll 
th is  is deliberate. W illk ie  has su f­
fic ien t confidence in  the prepon­
derance of Am erican power on the 
w orld  arena. Only the spokesmen 
of the weaker im p e ria lis ts  need 
make more precise guarantees fo r 
the fu ture . The strong can do what 
they please.

I t  is  safe to pred ic t th a t as the 
w ar goes on -we w il l  be engulfed 
in  a deluge of books on the peace 
and the w o rld  to come They w ill 
a ll speak eloquently and very 
generously o f " lib e rty , jus tice  and 
p lenty.”  V ery  few. a fte r the ex­
periences o f the las t war, w i l l  be 
deceived by them. The workers 
and the oppressed colon ia l peo­
ples w i l l  go on p lann ing  th e ir  
own peace.

— Reviewed by M . S T E IN .
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Issue of Truth Arouses 
Disputes in Washington

-------------------  B y R A L P H  JO H N S O N  -------------------

L a s t week came con trovers ia l news fro m  W ash­
ing ton , fro m  which, as is  w e ll know n, n o th in g  ever 
comes bu t the tru th . Some people there , i t  appears, 
now deny th is . They say th a t they believe in  s lic ing  
the tru th , bu t no t baloney. On A p r i l  15 approx im ate ­
ly  tw o -th ird s  o f the pub lica tions sections a t the  O f­
fice o f W a r In fo rm a tio n  (O W I) resigned. A ccord­
in g  to these 15 men and women, the dom estic pub­
l ic ity  on w a r issued by the O W I is “ dom inated by 
h igh pressure prom oters who p re fe r s lick  salesman­
ship to honest in fo rm a tio n .”

The dissident w r ite rs  and research specia lists do 
no t specify  ju s t  w h a t brand o f “ s lic k  salesm anship”  
tu rned  th e ir  stomachs. B u t i t  is  safe to  assume th a t 
i t  was som eth ing qu ite  unsavory. I t  would have to  be.

The profession o f se lling  cap ita lism  to  the people 
in  peace as w e ll as in  w a r does inu re  one, and a ll 
o f the  d issidents are case-hardened veterans in  th is  
fie ld. The case fo r  cap ita lism  m ust be bad indeed, i f  
such people th row  up th e ir  hands a t th is  tim e.

W e T ro tsky is ts  are indeed deeply concerned w ith  
the tru th ,  and a ll m a tte rs  re la tin g  to  th is  v ita l issue. 
Even a c la im  fro m  W ashing ton th a t the re  are t r u th -  
seekers there a lm ost s trikes  in  us a sym pa the tic  
chord. B u t we rem a in  a b it  skep tica l th a t the  la te s t 
c o n flic t in  the  O W I occurs between the seekers o f 
t ru th  and those who rem a in  in d iffe re n t to  i t .  I t  is  
ra th e r a c o n flic t between tw o  d iffe re n t schools and 
tra d itio n s  in  peddling the m ost abominable lies o f 
a ll —  the lies o f cap ita lism , s tripped  in  w a rtim e  o f 
a l l the convenient cam ouflage and hypocrisy th a t 
peace-time conditions pe rm it.

To us i t  is old news th a t the t ru th  is feared and 
suppressed in  W ashing ton. T h is  is attested by  the  
v icious persecution o f the one paper in th is  cou n try  
th a t re a lly  te lls  the t ru th  —  The M ilita n t.

UAW Newspaper Corrects 
The ‘Daily Worker”

The S ta lin is ts  have been caugh t red-handed in th e ir  
cam paign o f m isrepresenta tion  and lies on the  “ in ­
centive pay p lan .”  L a s t week The M il ita n t  reported  
th a t Percy L lw e lly n , the new ly-e lected pres ident o f 
the Ford  local o f the U A W -C IO , w ired  h is ob jections 
and corrections to  the “ several e rro rs ”  in  the D a ily  
W o rke r’s s to ry  o f A p r i l  5 w h ich  asserted, among 
o ther th ings , th a t L lw e lly n 's  e lection im p lie d  ap­
p ro va l by the F o rd  Rouge w o rkers  t>f an incen tive  
wage plan. R ecounting th is  inc ident, U n ited  A u to ­
m obile W orker, o ff ic ia l organ o f the U A W -C IO , adds 
the fo llo w in g  in  its  A p r i l  15 issue:

“ The D a ily  W o rk e r’s a rtic le  stated also th a t the 
U A W  board had approved incen tive  wage plans, w ith  
v ice-president W a lte r P. Reuther the on ly  one vo tin g  
in  opposition. The t ru th  is th a t the U A W  board, 
w ith o u t opposition, re a ffirm e d  the un ion ’s opposition 
to  incentive plans.

“ The C om m unist paper also boasted th a t E a r l 
B row der, leader o f the C om m unist P a rty , was a 
‘p ioneer’ in  the cu rre n t incen tive  pay movem ent. 
W rong  again.

“ General M oto rs  C orpo ra tion  and o ther in d u s tr ia l 
corpora tions beat the C om m unist P a rty  to  the punch 
on i t ;  however, the CP is a close second fo r  the honor 
o f proposing re -in trod uc tion  o f incentive, piece-work, 
speed-up systems which the U A W -C IO  and o ther 
unions fo u g h t so hard to e lim ina te  fro m  in d u s try .”

Madame Chiang Discusses 
The Poll Tax and India

The A m erican  ca p ita lis ts  have n o t been w in in g , 
d in in g  and acc la im ing  Mme. Ch iang K a i-shek on her 
o ff ic ia l to u r  fo r  no th ing . In  a press conference a t 
the Am bassador H o te l in  Los Angeles on A p r i l  2, 
according to  the A p r i l  5 issue o f the N egro  w eekly, 
L . A . T ribune , she evaded the question o f w he the r 
she and he r husband favo red  independence fo r  In d ia  
and issued statem ents to  the e ffe c t:

T ha t C h ina ’s sole in te res t in  Ind ia  was to have th a t 
cou n try  th ro w  her fu l l  w e igh t in to  the w a r e ffo r t .

T h a t w hether the po ll ta x  in  the U n ited  States 
Should be abolished depended on how much the N egro  
people ate do ing to  he lp the  w a r and on how the 
Negroes would use th e ir  v o tin g  power.

No d irec t quotes fro m  Mme. C h iang ’s rem arks 
were pe rm itted . The L . A . T ribune  rem a rks : “ No 
reason fo r  the re s tr ic tio n  was g iven .”

The ch ie f reason is the masses o f China. The lady  
does no t speak fo r  them  and knows it .


