
End Post Office 
Persecution Of 
'The M ilitant'!

-  A n  E d ito r ia l  -

T h e  Post O ffice-B idd le  a ttack  on The M il ita n t  was no t te r ­
m inated by the M arch 7 order revoking the the second-class m a il­
in g  p riv ileges o f th is  paper. A ltho ug h  The M il ita n t  was in fo rm ed 
a t tha t tim e th a t i t  could go th rough  the th ird -c lass and fo u rth - 
class mails, the postal au tho rities  have since then continued to 
persecute and harass th is  paper and to in te rfe re  in the most h ig h ­
handed m anner w ith  its  de livery to subscribers.

The New Y ork  Post O ffice has received orders to  w ithho ld  
a ll copies o f The M ilita n t from  de live ry  u n t il a f te r  they have 
been examined and released in W ashington. The re su lt has been 
to  delay the de live ry  o f the paper fo r  as long as tw o weeks a fte r  
its  p r in tin g . -

In  rep ly  to our p ro test aga inst th is  procedure, Post O ffice 
S o lic ito r V incen t M. M iles w ro te  on M arch 29 th a t i t  would no t 
be discontinued bu t th a t a decision concerning the “ m a ila b il ity ”  
o f each issue would be made in tim e  fo r  the paper to be dis­
patched on the S atu rday o f each week, tw o  days a f te r  deposit 
a t the Post Office. Here is how his prom ise was kep t w ith  the 
ve ry  next issue, dated A p r i l 3 and deposited on A p r i l 1:

To date, A p r i l 14. no th in g  fu r th e r  has been heard about th is  
issue, despite numerous inqu iries ; i t  has no t been found “ objec­
tionab le ”  in  W ashington and i t  has n o t been released fo r  de liv ­
ery.

The M il ita n t is the on ly  paper in the coun try  being sub­
jected to p o lit ic a l censorship and threatened issue by issue w ith  
non-de livery i f  its  contents do not s a tis fy  the bureaucrats in  
W ashington. The reason is th a t The M il ita n t  is the  n a tion ’s m ost 
consistent and h a rd -h itt in g  defender o f the r ig h ts  o f the labo r 
movement, w o rk in g  fa rm ers  and Negroes, th a t i t  is  the  m ost 
merciless opponent o f B ig  Business p ro fite e rin g  and fraud , th a t 
i t  is the m ost unspa ring  and honest w o rk in g  class c r it ic  o f re ­
ac tio na ry  domestic and fo re ign  policies o f the adm in is tra tion .

So many labor and libe ra l o rgan izations and jo u rn a ls  have 
condemned the Post O ffice ’s a ttack  on The M il ita n t  as a f la g ra n t 
v io la tio n  o f freedom o f the press th a t the au thorities  appear to 
have postponed th e ir  drive  t<{ com plete ly silence th is  paper. B u t 
th e ir  continued and deliberate in te rfe rence and delay in the de­
liv e ry  o f th is  paper, even when they cannot f in d  a p re te x t fo r  
not d ispa tch ing  it .  arc evidence th a t they are determ ined to de­
s troy its  effectiveness, which is the nex t best th in g , fo r  th e ir  
purposes, to o u trig h t suppression.

The in te rests o f the s trugg le  to  preserve freedom  o f the 
press in  w a rtim e  requ ire  mass p ro tes t as much aga inst the Post 
O ffice ’s week-by-week in fr in g e m e n t on The M il ita n t ’s r ig h t  to  
go th rough  the th ird -c lass m ails  as aga inst its  cancellation o f 
th is  paper’s second-class priv ileges. Send you r pro tests to the 
S o lic ito r, Post O ffice D epartm ent, W ashington, D. C.

HOUSE PASSES VICIOUS 
ANTI-LABOR MEASURE
Hobbs Bill to Jail and Fine Unionists 
Wins Big Majority; Now Before Senate

On the heels of President Roosevelt’s wage freezing order 
last week the I louse of Representatives intensified its war on la­
bor by passing the I lobbs so-called "anti-racketeering b ill.”  This 
b ill, ostensibly aimed against racketeers but actually a vicious 
attack on trade unionism, passed the I louse on A pril 9 by the 
overwhelming vote of 270 to 107.

The size of the m ajority rolled up for this'anti-labor, anti­
democratic measure indicates the 
temper of Congress which is 
determ ined not on ly to shackle 
labor w ith  the costs of the war 
bu t to use the w ar as an excuse 
to smash the w orkers ’ organiza­
tions.

The Hobbs b ill amends a 1931 
an ti-rackc tccring  act by p rov id ing  
penalties o f up to 20 yehrs’ im ­
prisonm ent and up to $10,000 fine 
fo r  in te rfe rence w ith  in te rs ta te  
commerce by robbery or exto rtion .

T H E  B IL L ’S D A N G E R

I t  is  easy to conceive o f how 
the courts could easily in te rp re t 
le g itim a te  union a c tiv ity , o rgan­
iz ing  drives, s trikes , p icket lines, 
etc., as con s titu tin g  in terfe rence 
w ith  in te rs ta te  commerce and 
could on th is  basis im prison  and 
fine active un ionists.

The b ill defines robbery as ‘ ‘the 
un law fu l ta k in g 'o r  ob ta in ing  of 
personal property  from  the per­
son . . . against his w ill,  by means 
of force, violence, or fear of in ­
ju ry  . . .  to his person or 
property .”

Thus the property  of the em­
ployer and his s tr ike  breakers be­
come invotate. A picket line  w h ich 
stopped the movement o f supplies 
in to  a strike-bound p lan t would 
conceivably make the un ion is ts  
"racketeers”  under th is  b ill.  And 
remember, th is  is not a “ war 
measure,”  it. is intended fo r a ll 
tim e.

E x to rtio n  is defined by the b ill 
as "the  ob ta in ing  of property  from  
another w ith  his consent induced 
by w rong fu l use of actual or 
threatened force, violence, or fear 
under color of o ffic ia l r ig h t.”

Here again the em ploym ent by 
the w orkers o f th e ir  economic 
s treng th  th rough  union o rgan iz­
ation and action could be in te r ­
preted as “ actual o r threatened 
use o f force, violehce. or fe a r.”

T H E  A M E N D M E N T S

To camouflage the a iiti- la h p r 
character of the b ill,  the House 
adopted the Sumner amendment 
a t the las t moment. T h is  amend­
ment provides tha t no th ing in  the 
section dealing w ith  exto rtion  
sha ll be construed to repeal,

m od ify  or effect labor sections of 
the C layton A n ti-T ru s t Act, the 
N orris -La G uard ia A n ti- In ju n c tio n  
Act, the R a ilw ay Labor A c t or the 
N ational I>abor Relations Act.

T h is  amendment was a mean­
ingless gesture, as tlie  Congress­
men well knew', lo r  it  completely 
fa iled to draw  the anti-labor teeth 
o f the Hobbs b ill.

The Ccller amendment, which 
had been sponsored by the A m er­
ican Federation of Labor and 
which contained a s lig h tly  more 
clear-cut pro tection of union ac­
t iv ity .  was decisively defeated by 
the House in a voice vote. By th is  
action the House clearly  indicated 
tha t the broad de fin itions of 
“ robbery”  and "e x to rtio n ”  con­
tained in the b ill were placed 
there fo r the specific purpose of 
in te rfe r in g  w ith  union a c tiv ity .

S E N A T E  PROSPECTS

The Hobbs b ill now goes to the 
Senate. Considerable .support fo r 
its  passage there in  the near 
fu tu re  has already been organized: 
There are. powever, a group of 
Senators who arc m ild ly  c r it ic a l 
of the measure and believe tha t 
it  “ goes too fa r a t th is  tim e."

In other words, opponents of the 
measure are in  favor of w ith ­
ho ld ing im m ediate approval be­
cause of its  value as a club over 
the head of labor. They believe 
th a t fu rth e r concessions can be 
w ru n g  from  labor under th rea t 
of its  passage.

New York Meeting 
To Protest Jim Crow 
In the Armed Forces

N E W  YO RK— The Negro March- 
On-Washington M ovem ent’ w il l 
hold a mass m eeting on the 
W in fred Lynn case and against 
J im  Crowism  in the armed forces 
on Thursday, A p r i l 22’  8:30 P. M „ 
a t the Golden Gate Ballroom. 
Lenox Ave. and 140 St., New York.

The m eeting is part of the 
M ovem ent’s cam paign to ga the r 
na tion-w ide support fo r  Lynn, the 
Negro draftee whose s u it a lleg ing 
v io la tio n  by the m il ita ry  au­
th o ritie s  o f the “ no-d iscrim ina­
t io n ”  clause in the 1910 D ra ft Act 
w ill come up before the Supreme 
C ourt in  a few months. A ll op­
ponents of J im  Crow are urged 
to attend the meeting.
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NEW ORDER FREEZES WAGES
Sets Up Strictest Wage Control In U. S. History

»

“ The executive o lde r I  have'signed today is a ho ld -th e -line  order.’’— F ra n k lin  Roosevelt, A p r. 8, 1943

Kelly Postal’s 
Appeal to Re 
Argued May 17

Oral argument in the Kelly 
Postal appeal to the Minnesota 
Supreme Court w ill be heard on 
Monday, May 17, the C iv il 
Rights Defense Committee an­
nounced this week. Postal, sec­
retary-treasurer of Minneapo­
lis Teamsters Local 544-00 , 
faces up to five years in prison 
as a result of one of the most 
vicious frameups in American 
labor history.

K e lly  Postal's conviction is a 
con tinuation  of the persecution 
launched against 28 Socialist 
W orkers P a rly  leaders and 544- 
CIO members in the famous 
M inneapolis labor ease of 1941.

P O S TA L ’S “ C R IM E ”

As secretary-treasurer of t lie 
local un ion, Postal m erely obeyed 
the unanim ous vote of the union 
membership a t a regular meeting 
to take 544’s funds w ith  them out 
of the A F L  and in to  the CIO. 
These funds belonged to the local 
union, since a ll per-capita taxes 
had been paid to the In te rn a tion a l. 
Postal was never accused of. 
misusing these funds personally.

In Postal’s f irs t t r ia l on these 
“ embezzlement”  charges in  Jan., 
1942, Judge H a ll directed the ju ry  
to discharge the ease, declaring: 
“ The membership of the union 
m ust have believed they had a 
r ig h t to trans fe r these monies by 
reso lution, as they attem pted to 
do. Postal, the defendant, was the 
agent and steward of the mem­
bership and turned over the money 
at th e ir  d irec tio n .”

Tobin then pressed the County 
A tto rne y  to b r in g  Postal to tr ia l 
fo r a second tim e on the same 
k in d  of in d ic tm e n t w h ich  diffe red 
from  the firs t on ly  in the amount 
of money Postal was/ alleged to 
have "embezzled.”  T h is  tim e, on 
May 1. 1942, Postal was found 
“ g u ilty .”

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee is now- conducting a cam­
paign to help defray the expenses 
involved in K e lly  Postal's appeal. 
T h is  d rive  fo r funds bas^ already 
m et w ith  encouraging response 
among libe ra l and labor circles 
interested in defending the demo­
c ra tic  r ig h ts  of labor. T h is  week's 
con tribu to rs  to the K e lly  Postal 
Defense Fund include Knitgoods 
W orkers Local 15.r>, ILG W U. New 
Y ork, and the Wood, W ire  and 
Metal La thers In te rn a tion a l Union 
of M inneapolis, M inn. A ll friends 
of labor are urged to send th e ir  
con tribu tions to the C iv il R ights 
Defense Committee, 160 F ifth  
Ave., New York.

Govt. Living Cost Index 
Branded As Inaccurate

The D epartm ent o f La bo r’s cos t-o f- liv in g  index is branded 
as grossly  inaccurate and unre liab le  in the A p r i l  issue o f The 
Am erican F edera tion is t by the A F L 's  ch ie f economist, B oris  
Shishkin, who cites figu res  from  an A F L  survey to  show th a t 
prices have gone up fa r  above the fig u re s  shown in  the Labor 
D epartm ent’s index.

In  one com m unity  where the Labor D epartm ent showed an 
increase o f 22%, the A F L  found a 38Vi%  rise in  the cost o f 
liv in g .

In  another com m unity  where the Labor D epartm ent reported 
a rise o f 23.7%, the A F L  survey discovered a rise  o f 32%.

The Labor D epartm ent index shows a liv in g  cost rise  o f 
approx im ate ly  23% since A ugust, 1939. B u t Shishkin  in s is ts : 
“ I t  would be a conservative assum ption th a t since A ugust, 1939, 
the cost o f liv in g  has gone up a t least 33%. . . This* means th a t 
the consumer do lla r today is w o rth  on ly  67 cents. .

£ n d  S h ishkin ’s estim ate o f how the consumers’ d o lla r has 
shrunk docs not include g re a tly  increased ta x  burdens placed on 
m ost o f the w orkers since 1939, nor the fa c t th a t the value o f 
many com m odities has been lowered w h ile  prices rem ained s ta­
tio n a ry  or even rose.

The labor movement cannot depend on the a d m in is tra tio n ’s 
co s t-o f- liv in g  index any more .than i t  can depend on the adm in­
is tra t io n ’s prom ises to h a lt the rise in  l iv in g  costs. The trade 
unions today must f ig h t  fo r  a r is in g  scale o f wages to  .meet 
the ris in g  cost o f l iv in g ; in add ition  they m ust w o rk  out th e ir  
own cos t-o f- liv in g  index on which to  base the r is in g  wage scales.

Miners Still 
Seek Raise 
In Wages

Bolstered by President Roose­
velt’s order freezing wages, the 
southern coal operators have 
again taken the offensive in an 
effort to break up the current 
negotiations with the United 
Mine Workers over their de­
mands for wage increases to 
compensate for the rising cost 
of living.

On A p r i l 12 Edw ard R. Burke, 
president of (he Southern Coal 
Producers Association, sent a 
telegram to the president in fo rm ­
in g  him  tha t his “ hold-the-line”  
order ru led out the g ran ting  of 
the m iners ' demands. B u rke ’s 
te legram  gave extravagan t praise 
to Roosevelt’s wage-freezing order 
and then requested, fo r  the second 
tim e w ith in  a week, that the coal 
controversy be im m edia te ly cer­
tified  to the W ar Labor Board.

The m iners, despite the blows 
leveled at them by the operators 
and the Roosevelt wage-freezing 
policy, are s tick in g  to th e ir  guns 
and are dem anding re lie f from  
the squeeze of high prices and low 
pay. Despite tho betrayals of the 
A F L  and CIO offic ia ls, the m iners 
are re ly in g  on the support of rank 
and file un ion members th rough­
out the country.

This was made clear by U M W 's  
President John L. Lew is in  a spe­
c ia l press conference held la s t 
Sunday: “ Thé U n ited M ine W o rk ­
ers,”  he said, “ and its  m ember­
ship w ill continue to  make th is  

; f ig h t fo r  the m illions  o f our pop­
u la tion  represented by th e ir  mem­
bership and th e ir  dependence on 
the fa rm  and labor popu lation o f 
the country who are so obviously 
and understand ing ly  in  sym pa­
thy  w ith  opr e ffo r ts .”

M IN E R S ’ D E M A N D S

The m iners are con tinu ing  to 
ca rry  th e ir  story to the people in 
advertisem ents in  60 o f the coun­
t r y ’s largest newspapers. A  five 
colum n advertism ent appeared on 
A p r i l 12 which dealt w ith  the 
question of porta l-to-porta l pay­
ment. “ Do you know that, coal 
m iners who are paid fo r a ‘seven 
hour day’ ac tua lly  spend an 
average o f at least e igh t and a 
ha lf hours below the ground?”  the 
advertisem ent asked.

T h is  advertism ent refers to 
UMW demands that, the workers 
receive pay from  tho tim e they 

. appear fo r  w o rk  on company 
property  u n t il the tim e they check 
out. Lew is bas indicated a w ill in g ­
ness to m od ify  the union's demand 

1 fo r  a $2 da ily  wage increase and 
offered to accept a 6 day week w ith  

¡thè s ix th  day’s pay a t tim e and a

(Continued on page 2)

Try To Whitewash U.S. Steel 
Faking Of Armor Plate Tests
War Production Board and Boss Press Combine 
To Place Blame On Minor Officials

i'he War Production Board 
and the capitalist press com­
bined last week in an effort to 
write a hasty, "fin is ”  to the U.S. 
Steel scandal involving the fak­
ing of tests on steel armor plate 
which endangered the lives of 
sailors and merchant marine 
seamen in the armed forces of 
the United States and its allies.

H o ld ing  a b rie f closed meeting 
on A p r il 8, the W PB beard Ben­
ja m in  Fairless, president, of U. S. 
Steel, report tha t employes alleged 
to be responsible fo r the faked 
tests had been discharged. Accord­
ing to the A’ . Y. Times, the produc­
tion  record of the steel in dus try  
was then praised by Donald 
Nelson and the Board adjourned.

Fairless' contention tha t only 
subordinate employees were in ­
volved in  the fak in g  o f lests which 
allowed the sh ipp ing of in fe r io r  
steel to the navy m erchant m arine 
and fo r lend-lease use, is at 
variance w ith  a ll the im p lica tions 
ol' the testim ony taken by the

T rum an Senate Committee w h ich 
first, uncovered the scandal last 
month.

Testim ony given by offic ia ls  and 
inspection supervisors at the Car­
neg ie-Illino is  Steel Corporation, 
U. S. Steel subsid iary caught in 
passing the sub-standard steel, in ­
dicated th a t the respons ib ility  fo r 
the scandal rested w ith  top man­
agement circles. T rum an pointed 
out th a t t lie  president o f Carnegie 
I llin o is  had “ not. given very strong 
cooperation”  in  uncovering the 
facts.

In spite o f .th is, no open moves 
have been made to b rin g  such 
offic ia ls  to justice, and the F a ir ­
less denial of any respons ib ility  
is b landly accepted by the press 
and used as an excuse to close the 
issue.

T lie  bald facts are th a t U. S. 
Steel lias made m illio ns  o f do l­
la rs in  pro fits by se lling  steel to 
the armed forces. There is no 
way of know ing  just w ha t per­
centage of the steel is sub­
standard and may, a t th is  moment,

be jeopard iz ing  the lives o f so l­
diers or. sailors. I t  is known th a t 
one ship b u ilt  w ith  these sub-stan­
dard plates, the S.S. Schenectady, 
snapped in  h a lf on its  t r ia l run  
last January. No one w il l  ever 
know how m any men w il l  die be­
cause of fa u lty  equipm ent turned 
ou t by a. pro fit-hungry  steel trus t.

P It ESS W H IT E W A S H

In  spite of the s ta rt lin g  nature 
of th is  case, the press has distorted 
some of the facts and suppressed 
others. Many papers fa iled to even 
repo rt the scandal, w h ile  others, 
such as the ,Y. V. Times, “ angled” 
the s to ry  to whitewash U. S. Steel 
by loading th e ir  report w ith  a lib is  
fo r the corpora tion ’s top officials.

These ca p ita lis t propagandists 
can not fin d  charges v ile  enough 
to  h u rl at the m iners who are 
now f ig h t in g  U. S. Steel-con­
tro lle d  coal mine operators fo r  a 
decent wage, bu t they have joined- 
almost unanim ously in the cam­
paign to exonerate the steel tru s t 
in  th is  fraud .

Cowardice Of Labor Leaders 
Is Responsible For New Blow
Roosevelt Reaffirms Little Steel Formula, 
Gives McNutt FulLJob-Freezing Authority

By Anthony Massini

President Roosevelt’s executive order o f A p ril 
8  places wages under the most drastic and sweeping 
controls in  United States history. Com pletely freez­
ing the incomes o f the great m a jo rity  o f the wage 
earners while m erely repeating the often-made prom ­
ises about controlling prices, the effect o f the new  
order w ill be to speed up the reduction o f the masses’ 
liv ing  standards to a level low er than that which pre­
vailed in  the worst years o f the last depression.

His latest decree was de­
scribed by Roosevelt as a 
‘ ‘hold - the - lin e”  order. 
Everyone realized that 
what he was really  hold­
ing back was the e ffo rt o f 
the labor movem ent, and
p a rtic u la r ly  o f the m ine w orkers 
who arc now engaged in con tract 
negotiations, to b ring  th e ir  wages 
in to  line  w ith  r is in g  liv in g  costs.

BOSSES H A P P Y

T his  was shown pos itive ly  by 
the un iversa l approva l and de­
l ig h t  w ith  which the order was 
greeted by a ll sections o f Con­
gress and the c a p ita lis t press, 
both pro-Roosevelt and a n ti- 
Roosevelt; and i t  was shown neg­
a tive ly  by the shocked surp rise  
and apprehension w ith  which the 
n a tion a l leaders o f the A F L  and 
CIO  f irs t reacted to the order.

Roosevelt chose a s tra teg ica lly  
clever moment, fo r the issuance 
of his order. H is  veto of the Bank- 
head b il l to  raise fa rm  price ce il­
ings gaVe h im  the appearance of 
im p a rt ia lity  and the op po rtun ity  
to pose as a figh ter against ris in g  
liv in g  costs w h ile  he undertook 
measures w h ich cannot ha lt r is ing  
costs bu t w h ich w il l  fu r th e r tie  
the hands o f the w orkers  and 
make i t  exceedingly d if f ic u lt  fo r  
them to  successfully com bat the 
m ounting  cost o f liv in g .

W A G E  PR O V IS IO N S

The provis ions o f the new 
decree concerning wages went fa r 
beyond a ll of Roosevelt’s previous 
decrees. I t  was possible fo r Roose­
v e lt ’s lieutenants to pretend th a t 
some o f h is  1912 wage orders 
were "s tab iliza tio n , and no t freez­
in g ” — but his new decree is so 
“ clear and specific,”  to use his 
own words, th a t no one can cover 
up its  m eaning and in te n t.

The government, agencies are 
directed by the order “ to authorize 
no fu rth e r increase in  wages or 
salaries except such as are c learly  
necessary to correct substandards 
o f liv in g . . .”

The governm ent’s concept o f 
“ substandard”  wages has never 
been c lea rly  defined, but its  At­
titud e  on th is  question as dem­
onstra ted in  the W ar Labor 
Board's decisions du rin g  the las t 
year has made i t  abundantly clear 
th a t the ad m in is tra tion  does no t 
regard the wages o f the over­
w he lm ing m a jo r ity  o f the w o rk ­
ers as substandard.

15% F O R M U LA  U P H E L D

The same provis ion of the order 
rea ffirm s the L it t le  Steel form ula, 
w h ich lim its  wage raises to no 
more titan 15% above the rates 
of Jan.. 1941 although the cost of

l iv in g  lias risen alm ost one and 
a h a lf tim es over th a t figure du r­
in g  th is  period.

O nly a very sm all p ropo rtion  
o f the w orkers has no t a lready 
received the 15% raise pe rm itted  
by the L it t le  Steel fo rm u la ; and 
the leaders o f every im p o rta n t 
union in the coun try  have been 
compelled by pressure from  th e ir 
members to  p ro test the continued 
app lica tion  o f th is  fo rm u la .

The on ly perm issib le exceptions 
to the s tr in g e n t wage provisions 
of the new decree are "reasonable 
ad justm ents of wages and salaries 
in  case o f prom otions, reclassifica­
tions, m e rit increases, incentive 
wages o r the like . .

Since m ost w orkers arc  no t 
promoted o r rec lass ified fo r  
years, th is  obviously w ill a ffe c t 
few  people. In  ce rta in  cases “ in ­
centive wages”  m ig h t b rin g  h igh - 
er pay checks fo r  a tim e, bu t on ly 
th rough  the ré in trod uc tion  o f the 
ne rve-w rack ing  speedup-stretch­
out-p iecework system which can 
easily be m anipula ted aga inst the 
in te rests  o f the w orkers and 
which the labo r movement fo u g h t 
fo r  decades to  abolish.

“ IN E Q U IT IE S ”  TO R E M A IN

The labor leaders noted w ith  
consternation and dism ay tha t 
Roosevelt’s A p r il 8 order made 
no m ention o f wage raises to 
e lim ina te  “ inequ ities ," a provis ion 
in  a ll o f Roosevelt’s previous wage 
decrees under w h ich  the unions 
were able on occasion to w rin g  a 
few cents’ raise from  the W ar 
Labor Board.

The prov is ion in  its e lf  was un­
im p o rta n t and used by the W L B  
seldom and on ly  as an escape 
clause to  appease ang ry  w orkers 
denied wage raises under the L i t ­
tle  Steel fo rm u la . B u t the fa c t 
th a t Roosevelt now om its  th is  
provis ion is a sign o f the d irec­
tion  in which the w ind is M o w ­
ing.

O ther im portan t aspects the 
A p r il 8 order included:

A u th o riza tion  fo r W ar M an­
power Commissioner M cN u tt to 
prevent workers from  s h ift in g  to 
jobs paying h igher wage rates 
thau th e ir  form er jobs "unless the 
change of em ploym ent would aid 
in  the effective prosecution of thé 
w a r.”  Thus tbo m iners, fo r ex­
ample. could be prevented from  
leaving the m ines to accept higher- 
paving jobs elsewhere.

The g ra n tin g  o f increased wage 
powers to Economic S tab iliza tion  
D irecto r Byrnes, w ith  a cor­
responding decrease, fo r  the tim e 
being a t least, in  the powers of 
the W ar Labor Board. The labor 
members of the W LB  v io le n tly  
protested Byrnes’ in te rven tion  in to

(Continued on page 2)

Roosevelt’s Freezing Order to Be 
Discussed At New York Open Forum

W illiam  I W a r d e ,  popular 
1 rotskyist lecturer and writer, 
" d l  speak on "W hy Roosevelt 
l ro/.c Jobs and Wages”  at the 
next session of the Sunday Open 

.[•orum, to be held April IS. S 
P. M.. at the New York School 
of Social Science hall, 116 Uni­
versity Place.

In  bis lecture W arde w ill 
analyze the reasons fo r Roosevelt's 
A p r il 8 freezing order and the

connection between it and the coal 
cris is, lie  w ill also discuss the 
ad m in is tra tio n  a re la tions * w ith  
I he CIO and ART, leaders and its  
fa ilu re  to freeze pro fits  and veto 
the repeal o f the $20,000 sa lary 
lim ita tio n .

Other questions w ith  w h ich he 
w il l  deal are: Can Roosevelt
con tro l r is in g  pro fits? A re  wage 
increases responsible fo r  in f la ­
tion?  W hy is Roosevelt being 
d riven  toward a more and more 
open an ti-labor position?
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By E. R. Frank
In  the wake of Kansas, Texas 

and Colorado, the state legis­
la tu res o f Idaho and South Dakota 
have passed repressive anti-labor 
laws w hich p ro h ib it p icke ting  and 
other form s of labor action at a ll 
a g ric u ltu ra l establishments, w h ile  
Oregon adopted a law  w hich lim its  
w orkers ' opportun ities to collect 
back pay from  ch ise ling  em­
ployers.

An im p o rta n t ba ttle  is now 
ta k in g  place in  the key in d u s tr ia l 
state of Ohio over the French 
B i l l  w h ich would v ir tu a lly  ou tlaw  
un ionism . The purpose of the b ill 
in  its  own words is to “ protect 
the r ig h t  of employes to re fra in  
from  jo in in g  a un ion.”

500 representatives of a ll sec­
tions of the Ohio labor movement 
attended the Ju d ic ia ry  Com m ittee 
hearing on the b il l demanding its  
defeat. P h il Hannah, A F L  spokes­
man, stated: "T h is  b i l l  is closer 
to absolute to ta lita r ia n is m  than 
any measure th a t has ever been 
subm itted to an Am erican legis­
la tu re— i t  belongs in  Nazi Ger­
m any.”

Ted Silvey, C IO  State Secre­
tary , predicted that i f  the French 
B ill passed, all of Ohio labor 
leaders would be in ja il “except 
those who would desert the in­
terests of their members.”

On A p r i l 12, the notorious 
R lckenbacker appeared before the 
Ohio State Leg is la tu re  and called 
fo r  the v ir tu a l ou tlaw ing  of un ion­
ism. “ You w on't be the firs t state 
to do i t , ”  he said. "O thers already 
have had the courage to do so."

Ohio is a good place to start 
the campaign to roll back the 
anti-labor offensive. The labor 
movement i f  it fights is more 
powerful than all the money bags, 
the corporation lawyers and the 
lackeys in the state legislatures. 

* * *
The Sum m it  County Labor  

News, o ffic ia l pub lica tion  of the 
A k ro n  & S um m it County labor 
movement, states in  a fro n t page 
e d ito r ia l th a t the labor movement 
is  “ incensed by un ju s t a ttacks”  
of the  A k ron  Beacon Journal,  the 
c ity ’s on ly  d a ily  newspaper.

“ W orkers constitu te  the va,st 
b u lk  of A k ro n ’s popu lation,”  t iie  
e d ito r ia l po in ts  out. “ S t ill day 
a fte r day, the w orkers are being 
slandered, un ju s tly  attacked and 
held up to public rid icu le  by th is  
g ian t octopus in  newspaper fo rm .”

"J u s t whom  does the Beacon 
Journa l represent anyway? Cer­
ta in ly  not the thousands of w o rk ­
ers. . .

“ I t  is  the op in ion of the Summit  
County Labor News;’ the ed ito ria l 
concludes, “ th a t the best in terests 
o f A kron  would be served by the 
im m ediate establishm ent o f an­

o ther da ily  newspaper in  A k ro n . ..
“ The establishm ent of such a 

newspaper is in  the rea lm  of 
poss ib ility . I t  can be financed 
through the support of A k ro n ’s 
labor unions and th e ir  in d iv id u a l 
members.

“ I t  is the desire o f the Summit  
County  Labor News  th a t a new 
pub lish ing  company be formed 
im m edia te ly  and stock offered fo r 
sale to "un ions and members of 
organized labor. . .”

Hats o ff to the Akron labor 
movement! I f  they go through 
with this proposal, they w ill re­
ceive renown all over the coun­
try  as the pioneers of the coming 
daily labor press.

*  *  *

E ric  Peterson, V ice President 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Association 
o f M achin ists, has denied tha t 
negotiations were under way fo r 
a m erger o f the IA M  and the 
UAW-CIO. He stated th a t the 
M ach in ists Un ion w ill,  however, 
soon conduct a referendum  on 
w ith d ra w in g  from  the A F L.

*  *  *

The D a ily  W orke r  was caught 
red-handed in  its  campaign of 
ly in g  and m isrepresentation on 
the “ incentive pay”  plan. In  a le t­
te r to the D a i ly  W orker  p rin ted  on 
A p r il 9, Percy L lew elyn, the newly- 
elected President o f the Ford 
local of th e  UAW -CIO, stated: 
“One of the several errors in your 
story of A p r i l  5 on incentive pay 
plan is the inference that I  ad­
vocate such a plan and did ad­
vocate i t  during the election just 
completed at Ford local 600, 
U A W -C IO . Such inference is un­
true.”

*  *  *

B ig  Business knows the tru th  
about absenteeism. In  a series of 
Ind us tria l studies in  th e ir  own 
house organ W a ll Street Journal.  
they p o in t ou t th a t a survey of 
the A irc ra ft  W ar Production 
Council revealed th a t 95% of a ll 
absences in  W est Coast a irp lane 
factories was found due to illness 
and transporta tion  d ifficu ltie s .

Fortune magazine, the organ 
of the million dollar corporations, 
reveals in its March number that 
the four most important causes 
of absenteeism in plants are sick­
ness, bad housing, low wages and 
homesickness. Fortune concludes 
that the way to remedy this “new 
national malady” is to remove 
these causes.

W ith  these facts in  m ind, it. is 
tim e  fo r  the labor movement to 
stop apolo%lzing and h u r l the 
accusation about absenteeism back 
in to  the teeth o f the hypocritica l 
and blood th irs ty  W ar profiteers 
and th e ir  Riekenbackers.

Burch Discusses Fight 
To Abolish Jim Crow

NEW  YORK — Jim Crow 
and the Second World War was 
the subject of a lively discus­
sion led by A rthur Burch at 
the regular Sunday Open Forum 
of the New York School of So­
cial Science, held on A pril 11 
at 116 University Place.

B urch showed how the con tinua­
tion  o f d isc rim in a to ry  practices 
against the Negro workers in  in ­
du s try  and in  the armed forces 
today belies the cla im s of cap ita l­
is t  propagandists th a t the present 
w a r is being waged to preserve 
the dem ocratic libe rtie s  of the 
masses.

He traced J im  Crow to its  
source as one o f the foulest 
weapons employed by the ru lin g  
class to prevent the na tu ra l u n ity  
and s o lid a rity  of w h ite  and colored 
workers. H is  account of how w h ite  
and Negro w orkers have success­
fu lly  battered down th is  cleverly 
erected b a rr ie r in  the course of 
numerous s trikes  and jo in t ly  
b rough t the corporations to tlie ip  
knees form ed one of the most 
in s p ir in g  parts o f the lecture.

The Negro w orker, Burch 
pointed out, has demonstrated in  
action th a t he can become one of 
the most loyal and courageous 
a llies of the w h ite  w o rke r in  class 
battles.

The speaker also described the 
program s o f various Negro o r­
ganizations and subjected them  to 
a thorough going M arx is t analysis. 
He explained th a t despite th e ir  
sho rt comings the T ro tsky is ts  give 
wholehearted support to the 
demand of these organizations 
th a t Negroes be granted th e ir  
r ig h t fu l place in  the in d u s tr ia l ex­
pansion now tak in g  place in  the 
U. S.

T ro tsky is ts  in  the factories 
pers is ten tly  combat rac ia l pre­
judices of the w h ite  w orkers and 
seek to  teach them , ju s t  as they 
do w ith  N egro w orkers, th a t u n ity  
o f Negro and w h ite  against th e ir  
common oppressor is  a necessary 
step toward the so lu tion  of the 
problems of both.

Roosevelt’s A p r i l  8 executive 
order freezing wages w i l l  w o rk  its  
greatest hardsh ip upon the Negro 
masses, especially in  the South, 
who are a lready forced to subsist 
a t dangerously sub-standard wage

levels. However, the blow is aimed 
at the w o rk in g  class as a whole, 
and on ly  the un ited e ffo rts  of the 
en tire  class can e ffec tive ly  meet 
th is  latest a ttack on the masses’ 
l iv in g  standards.

In  conclusion Burch discussed 
the need fo r ca rry in g  the s trug ­
gle on to the p o lit ic a l arena. He 
pointed to the fact tha t the bosses 
use th e ir  p o lit ic a l parties to d iv ide 
the ranks of the workers and to 
pass leg is la tion  to achieve the 
same end. A labor p a rty  based on 
the trade unions and em bracing 
both w h ite  and colored workers 
would constitu te  a pow erfu l 
weapon in  the hands of the masses 
both in  smashing J im  Crow, and 
in  fu r th e r in g  a ll of the economic 
and p o lit ic a l in te rests of labor.

Roosevelt Freezes Wages
(Continued from page 1)

the West Coast a irc ra ft wage case 
last m onth on the ground that, he 
had been responsible fo r the denial 
of the w o rkers ’ jus tified  wage 
demands.

P R IC E  PRO M ISES
Roosevelt also repeated the 

prom ise he has made so many 
tim es in  the last year— th a t he 
would take steps to contro l prices. 
He added: “ Some prices a ffec ting  
the cost o f l iv in g  a re  already 
above the levels o f Sept. 15, 1942," 
the so-called s tab iliza tion  date of 
his previous decree. "A l l o f these 
cannot, be ro lled back. B u t some 
of these can and should be ro lled 
back.”  Roosevelt is  vague here, 
much vaguer than in  respect to 
wages, but he is specific enough 
about not re tu rn in g  a ll prices to 
th e ir  Sept., 1942 levels.

Beyond repeating the same old 
generalities about the need fo r 
price contro l, Roosevelt d id  l i t t le  
to assure the masses th a t liv in g  
costs could be contro lled. He said 
no th ing  a t a ll, fo r  example, about 
black m arkets by means of w h ich 
price con tro l of several com­
m odities is evaded today.

The big manufacturers and 
distributors can and do resort to 
black market sales when they 
feel their profits are limited to 
any important degree by the 
half-way measures of the admin­
istration. But the workers do not 
have any similar means, legal or 
illegal, of evading the restrictive 
provisions concerning their wages 
in the new decree.

G R E E N  A N D  M U R R A Y
T h is  blow a t the workers was 

made possible on ly  by the policies 
of cap itu la tion  o f both W illia m  
Green and P h ilip  M urray, repre­
senting the top leaderships of the 
A F L  and CIO. I t  is obvious now 
th a t th e ir  opposition to the L it t le  
Steel fo rm u la  las t m onth was on ly 
a pretense, carried out on ly to save 
face w ith  th e ir  ranks and to a llay 
the suspicions o f the workers tha t 
th e ir  leaders were be tray ing the 
in terests of the un ion movement.

I t  is  clear now, as i t  was last 
m onth when the top leaders of the 
A F L  and CIO promised to rem ain 
as members of the W LB- even 
a fte r th a t body had upheld the 
L it t le  Steel form ula, tha t they had 
no serious in ten tions  of p u ttin g  
up a fight, tha t they were capi­
tu la t in g  to the pressure of the 
w ar a d m in is tra tion . By th e ir  ac­
tions they have joined forces w ith  
the a d m in is tra tion  against the in ­
terests of the labor movement 
w h ich  are find ing  expression at 
the present tim e  in  the campaign 
of the U n ited M ine W orkers fo r 
h igher wages. B y th e ir  w h in in g  
pleas ea rly  th is  m onth tha t they 
would not press fo r  wage raises 
i f  on ly  Roosevelt would do some­
th in g  to curb price rises, they la id  
the groundw ork fo r the A p r il 8 
order.

And now, in openly or tacitly  
approving the A pril 8 decree, they 
have stabbed in the back not 
only the miners and John L. 
Lewis but also the rank and file  
members of their own unions.

T H E  S T A L IN IS T S
E ve ry th in g  th a t can be said 

about the treachery and cowardice 
of the o ffic ia l labor leaders applies 
w ith  equal force to the S ta lin is ts , 
who have been the advance guard 
in  s ide track ing  the  wage demands 
of the workers in to  the b lind  alley 
of dependence on the ad m in is tra ­
t io n  to  con tro l prices. Both in  the 
D a ily  W orker  and in  the unions 
they dom inate they have hailed 
the A p r i l 8 order and are try in g  
to u tiliz e  the w orkers ’ demand fo r 
wage increases to p u t over the 
re tu rn  of the speedup and piece­
w ork  to “ increase production  fo r  
a second fro n t.”

L E W IS ’ S T A T E M E N T
The a ttitud e  of the masses was

given expression by UMW  Presi­
dent John L. Lew is when he slated 
on A p r i l 1U (ha t the real in fla ­
tion a ry  th rea t in the w ar came 
from  the exo rb itan t p ro fits  o f Big 
Business and not from  the e ffo rts  
of the w orkers and w o rk ing  fa n n ­
ers lo keep up w ith  r is in g  liv in g  
costs:

“The farm er and miner in e f­
fect are being asked to maintain 
their living standards on a sta­
tus quo, ante-bellum basis with  
no consideration of wear or tear 
or depreciation of human plant 
facilities while corporate industry 
is given ample allowance for 
maintenance of plant and equip­
ment and $6,250,000,000 in nine 
months of monetary awards for 
luxurious living or any other con­
sideration.

“ I t  is beside the po in t tha t other 
labor organizations such as the 
A F L  and CIO, through th e ir  
leaders, have adopted a po licy of 
c rin g in g  toadyism  to the ad­
m in is tra tio n  coupled w ith  a b lind  
worsh ip  of the astound ing ly  un­
sound economic policies of the ad­
m in is tra tion .

“ The U nited M ine W orkers and 
its  membership w i l l  continue to 
make th is  fight. . .”

W H A T  IS  N E E D E D
The labor movement has been 

s tru ck  a pow erfu l blow by Roose­
v e lt ’s decree, the fu l l  consequences 
of w h ich  are ye t to be fe lt . 
Recovery from  th is  blow is d if ­
ficu lt, and i t  is made s t i l l  more 
d iff ic u lt  by the serv ile  acceptance 
o f the decree by the M urrays and 
the Greens. Nevertheless recovery, 
and even the assum ption of the of­
fensive, are fu lly  possible.

W hat is required is a po licy of 
independence and m ilitancy , based 
not on the needs o f the adm in­
is tra tio n — o r on the needs of the 
Soviet bureaucracy, as is the case 
w ith  the S ta lin is t po licy— but on 
the in terests of the w o rk ing  men 
and women. W hat is required is 
a leadership th a t bo ld ly  ca rrie s  
ou t the wishes and fu rthe rs  the 
asp ira tions of its  members, not 
one th a t knuckles down to the 
demands o f the agents of B ig 
Business.

O nly w ith  th a t k in d  of po licy 
and leadership can the workers 
successfully defend th e ir  condi­
tions and rig h ts  in  tim e of war.

H iggins Yard Shut Down 
To Protect Competitors
Admiral Land Intervened Because It Was Producing So Rapidly 
That It Embarrassed Old Line Companies/ AFL Report Charges

When Rear Admiral Emory 
S. (“ shoot ’em at sunrise’’ ) 
Land’s reappointment as head 
of the Maritime Commission 
was being considered by the 
U. S. Senate two weeks ago, 
Senator Aiken of Vermont vain­
ly  attempted to block confirm­
ation of the appointment by re- 
viejving Land’s long record of 
collusion, with Big Business in 
defrauding the government on 
shipbuilding and operating con­
tracts.

One ju ic y  item  uncovered by 
A iken  and inserted in  the Con­
gressional Record of M arch 30. 
was the h ith e rto  unpublished find ­
ings  o f a com m ittee set up  by the 
Am erican Federation o f Labor to 
investigate Land ’s cancellation of 
the H igg ins C orporation sh ipyard 
and sh ipb u ild in g  contracts. The 
general conclusions reached by 
th is  com m ittee— th a t Land had 
sabotaged the H igg ins contract to 
protect, ex is ting  U. S. Steel yards 
and Bethlehem Steel— had been 
released by the A F L  last Novem­
ber. However, many o f the details 
o f the scandal remained un­
published u n t il A iken  inserted 
them in  the Congressional Record.

costs on $1 per hour, the report 
declares tha t “ the government 
would have saved in  labor costs 
alone . . .  at least a quarter of a 
m illio n  do lla rs on each vessel 
launched;”  and goes on to add 
th a t the H igg ins con tract “ would 
have saved the governm ent at 
least $50,000,000”  on the to ta l 200 
ships called fo r in  the in it ia l 
order.

But it was this very efficiency 
that alarmed Land and his ad­
visors, for had Higgins been al­
lowed to build ships at the speed 
and low costs foreseen, those in­
terests which dominated the 
M aritim e Commission and con­
trol the existing shipyards, (U . 
S. Steel, Bethlehem Steel, etc.), 
would have had difficulty compe­
ting with Higgins and maintain­
ing their high rate of profit.

“ Both the Bureau o f Ships and 
the M a ritim e  Commission.”  says 
the A F L  report, “ have fo r ' years 
openly pursued a po licy o f protect­
in g  ex is ting  shipyards, by oppos­
in g  construction of new yards by 
independent firm s.”

T H E  P R O F IT  A N G L E
The H igg ins con tract was fo r 

the construction o f a sh ipbu ild ing  
yard in  New Orleans which, at the 
peak of operation, would tu rn  out 
L ib e rty  ships a t ihe unheard of 
ra te  of 2 per day. T h is  was to be 
accomplished by a new assembly­
line  method worked out by Andrew 
H iggins, president of the company.

Accord ing to the A F L  report, 
the H igg ins yard would have cut 
the man-hours in  constructing  the 
ships from  500,000 to 230,000 or 
less. Basing the average labor

B E T H L E H E M ’S A G E N T
Am ong the group w hich deter­

mines th is  po licy is Joseph W. 
Powell, special assistant to Ihe 
Secretary of the Navy and 
dom inant figure on the Bureau of 
Ships. He is a fo rm er vice presi­
dent of the Bethlehem S h ipbu ild ­
in g  Corporation and fo rm er presi­
dent o f the U n ited Shipyards. Inc., 
w h ich  consolidated a ll the m ajor 
sh ip-repair yards in  the New York 
area except the Todd Company.

The A F L  rep o rt po in ts out tha t 
i t  was th is  same Powell who had 
represented the shipyards in  
W orld  W ar I  and had "used the 
N a tion ’s desperation to force 
through an u n fa ir  contract, provid-

Black Market In Meat 
Continues To Thrive

The meat situation national­
ly  has assumed the proportions 
of an open scandal. The large 
cities are at the mercy of specu­
lators and racketeers. In A l­
bany a legislative committee on 
nutrition announced that "an 
organized gang has made New 
York the Eastern headquarters 
of their black market opera­
tions.”  Senator Thomas C. 
Desmond, chairman of the com­
m ittee , estim ated “that one out 
of every five pounds of meat 
now being consumed is uninspec­
ted and health-endangering.”

Not on ly  are meat prices 
skyrocketing , bu t meat substitutes 
are keeping pace. F ish is scarce 
and high. P ou ltry  prices have been 
m ounting  steadily. Investigations 
and ce iling  prices were promised 
a fte r com plaints of the Federation 
o f Kosher Butchers of N. Y. 
disclosed th a t they were being 
forced to pay from  16 to 20 cents 
a pound more fo r p o u ltry  than 
the p re va ilin g  price. Vegetables 
and f ru its  are 100 to 177% h igher 
than a t th is  tim e  last year.

W h ile  the average housewife

Bulletin O n  New Trotsky Book 
Issued By Local New Y ork

The campaign of the New 
York Local of the Socialist 
Workers Party to extend the 
sales of Leon Trotsky’s latest 
book, “ In Defense of Marxism”  
is gaining momentum. Reports 
that 144 copies have been sold 
indicate that the campaign 
goal of -200 volumes by May 1 
w ill be reached.

A n im p o rta n t con tribu tion  to 
the campaign as w e ll as to the 
education o f the m embership is 
the pub lica tion  of a symposium- 
b u lle tin , con ta in ing  artic les by a 
num ber o f p a rty  members on the 
contents of Comrade T ro ts k y ’s 
book.

M ilto n  A lv in ’s a rtic le  o f ap­
prec ia tion places T ro tsky ’s book 
among the great classics of the 
M arx is t movement and po in ts out 
th a t in  “ In  Defense of M arx ism " 
T ro ts k y  has no t on ly, summed up 
the lessons of a lm ost a century 
o f M a rx is t strugg le bu t forged a 
new weapon fo r revo lu tiona ry  
workers.

The B u lle tin  contains an a rtic le  
by M yra  W ard en titled  "T ro tsky  
A fte r  the S p lit  W ith  the Petty- 
Bourgeois Opposition.”  She re-

counts numerous discussions held 
by T ro tsky  w ith  members and 
sym pathizers of the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  and the F ourth  
In te rn a tion a l. M yra  W a r d ' s  
descrip tion of T ro ts k y ’s in fin ite  
patience in  exp la in ing  the com­
plex problems of the class s trug ­
gle to serious m inded ind iv idua ls  
and his im patience w ith  petty- 
bourgeois d ile ttan tes w il l  be of 
in te res t to  old t im e rs  as w e ll as 
newcomers in  the revo lu tiona ry  
movement.

The artic les of Dan Shelton and 
H a rry  F ranke l on dia lectica l 
m ateria lism  demonstrate th a t the 
understand ing of the re la tionsh ip  
between dia lectics and the p ro ­
gram  of the pa rty  has been greatly 
advanced among the membership 
by th e ir  study o f T ro ts k y ’s w r i t ­
ings on the subject.

Duncan Conway’s comment is 
especially in s tru c tive  since i t  
shows th a t those who did  not go 
th rough the strugg le against the 
rev is ion is ts  can nevertheless ab­
sorb the lessons of the strugg le 
by a carefu l study o f th is  new 
M arx is t classic.

The c la r ity  w ith  w h ich  “ In  
Defense of M arx ism ”  illum ina tes  
the fundam ental concepts of our 
movement make i t  required, read-

in g  fo r every 'advanced w orker 
seeking a M arx is t education.

The bu lle tin  has been received 
w it l i  appreciation by the mem­
bership o f the New Y ork  Local 
and is now being made available 
•to branches th rou gh ou t the coun­
t r y  by the na tiona l office.

P L A C E M E N TS  IN  L IB R A R IE S
The New Y o rk  Local wants to 

place " In  Defense of M arx ism ”  in  
a ll branch lib ra r ie s  in  New York 
C ity. P a rty  members and sym­
pathizers are asked to place 
requests fo r the book w ith  th e ir  
lib ra ria n s  as w e ll as w ith  book 
dealers. Readers o f The M i l i ta n t  
and F o u r th  In ternat ional,  who 
have no t a lready purchased 
T ro tsky ’s new book can get I t  
th rough Pioneer Publishers at 116 
U n ive rs ity  Place, N. Y. C.

was fra n tic a lly  s trugg ling  to 
resolve the h igher mathem atics 
of d iv id in g  16 po ints a week per 
person in to  adequate ra tions of 
meat, fa t, and cheese fo r her 
fa m ily  and experim enting  w ith  
starchy fille rs  and substitutes to 
make one-half pound of meat seem 
lik e  two— health au thorities  w arn­
ed o f the danger of p ro te in  in ­
suffic iency in  the na tion ’s diet, 
p a rtic u la r ly  fo r  those engaged in  
increased physical a c tiv ity , as war 
workers are today.

W H E R E  IS T H E  M E A T?
The main reason advanced for 

the lessened supply for civilians 
is the huge demand of the Army, 
Navy and Lend-Lease program. 
Yet the N. Y. Tim es of A pril 5 
carried an article hea'dlined: 
“Arm y Has Trouble Getting  
Meat.”

Where, one wonders, is the 
meat? A p a rtia l answer was given 
in  PM  of A p r il 2. Hotel supply 
houses, i t  claim s, were g lutted 
w ith  meat the firs t week tha t 
ra tio n in g  began. Since the ce iling  
prices on meat fo r hotels and 
restaurants is h igher than the 
re ta il ce iling  price, these supply 
houses, many of whom are sub­
sid iaries of large packers, s im ply 
held on to th e ir  huge stocks u n t il
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in g  fo r exorb itan t profits fo r his 
company."

The report continues. “. . . he 
(Powell) influenced the cancella­
tion of the Higgins contracts. By 
eliminating the Higgins plant, 
M r. Powell and the M aritim e  
Commission succeeded in re-es* 
tablishing their policy of protect­
ing the old-fine shipyards.”

HO W  L A N D  O P E R A TE D
The M aritim e  Commission set 

about cancelling the H igg ins con­
tracts by firs t of a ll in s tru c tin g  
its  pub lic  re la tions departm ent to 
“ so ft pedal on H igg ins, soft pedal 
on Kaiser, and bu ild  up Bethlehem 
Steel.”

A d m ira l Land then began to 
a r t if ic ia lly  create a shortage of 
steel plates and in fo rm ed Nelson 
tha t i t  was necessary to cancel the 
the H igg ins  contract. The A F L  
report says o f th is, “ Not on ly was 
th is  deception practiced on the 
public, bu t fa c tu a l m isrepresenta­
tions and concealment of m ateria l 
facts were resorted to by A dm ira l 
Land.”

The fa t melon of a 200 ship 
contract, originally awarded to 
Higgins, was now divided among 
the old-line companies a t an un­
specified rate of profit.

T H E  A F L ’S CHARG ES
A fte r  th is  review  of A dm ira l 

Land ’s actions, and those of his 
big business dominated M aritim e  
Commission, the Am erican Fed­
era tion of Labor summed up: 
“ There has been waste o f govern­
ment funds, much-needed mate­
ria ls , and manpower through the 
gross negligence o f those respon­
sible.

“ Decisions vital to the war e f­
fort atje influenced by certain 
men in high places who are pro­
tecting private interests.

“ In  asserting th a t a shortage 
of steel was the reason fo r  the 
cancellation of the H igg ins con­
tracts the M aritim e  Commission 
selected an excuse th a t was w ith ­
out foundation in  tru th ."

The A F L  concluded by asking 
th a t the contracts be restored to 
H igg ins. This, o f course, was not 
done. F urtherm ore, A d m ira l Land 
who was responsible fo r the fraud, 
was renom inated by President 
Roosevelt fo r another s ix  year 
term  as head of the M aritim e  
Commission, and 'the Senate con­
firm ed the nom ination.

they could dispose o f them to 
hotels, ra the r than sell to the 
re ta il trade and cut down on th e ir 
profits.

W h ile  the hotel supply firm s 
were t ry in g  to figure ou t how to 
dispose o f th is  hoarded meat to 
hotels and restaurants who were 
restric ted  in  th e ir  purchases by 
points, the OPA helped them solve 
th e ir  d ifficu ltie s . Meat in  danger 
of spoilage, i t  seems, may be sold 
a t a lessened po in t value. So the 
b ig  supply houses, c la im ing  tha t 
the huge stock in  th e ir  coolers 
was about to spoil, could sell th e ir  
meat at fo u r points a pound in ­
stead of eight, thus se lling  tw ice 
the amount o f meat and m aking 
an extra  pro fit.

None of th is  meat, however, w il l 
find its  way to the table of the 
average fam ily . Only those who 
can pay fancy prices at hotels and 
restaurants w ill have a va rie ty  
o f -meat to choose from . The diet 
o f the wealthy w il l  not be 
deficient in  pro te in  o r any th ing  
else, ra tio n in g  or no ra tio n ing , 
w ar or no w<fr.

G R A D E  M A R K IN G  O U T
W hen the latest dollar-and-cents 

ce lling  price order on beef, veal, 
lamb and m utton  was signed by 
P rentiss B row n on M arch 27, i t  
contained a p rov is ion  req u iring  
a ll stores to m ark  the grade of 
the meat on each cut. I t  was 
learned la s t week th a t th is  p ro v i­
sion has since been e lim inated 
from  the order. Accord ing to 
Charles Fleischer, bead of the 
OPA’s Food D is tr ib u tio n  Branch 
and a fo rm er A. & P. o ffic ia l:

“ G rade-m arking would add to 
the already heavy burden of the 
re ta ile rs  w ith o u t substantia lly  
easing the enforcement problem " 
He insisted that prices “ would in ­
dicate the grade of the cut as well 
as the grade m ark.”  (PM  A p r il 8.)

W ithout the grade of the meat 
clearly marked, the opportunity 
for price ceiling violations are 
obviously greater.

Spokesmen fo r the OPA contend 
th a t the problem is one m a in ly  
o f d is tr ibu tion . Meat d is tribu to rs , 
they say have to realize tha t w h ile  
“ la x " methods were good enough 
fo r peacetime, they cannot func­
tion d u rin g  war.

We agree in  pa rt w ith  the 
spokesmen o f the OPA. We would 
lik e  to see the m ost efficient 
hand ling  of the production and 
d is tr ib u tio n  of meat and a ll food­
s tu ffs  a t a ll tim es and th a t is 
w hy we believe the contro l of 
such necessities of l i fe  should be 
taken ou t of the bands o f private 
ind iv idua ls . When the workers 
contro l the production and d is tr i­
bu tion o f food— there w ill be no 
shortages, no black m arkets and 
no profiteers.

Where You Can Get 
THE M IL ITA N T

Boston— Adelman’s Newsstand 
284 Tremont St.

Chicago —  Socialist Bookshop, 
Room 421, 160 N . Wells St.

Detroit— The Saturday Book­
shop, Room 6, 3513 Wood­
ward Ave., open Saturday 
evenings from  6 to 9 o’clock.

Minneapolis —  Shinder’s News 
Agency, Hennepin Ave. and 
6th St.; Pioneer News Agen­
cy, 238 2nd Ave. South.

Newark (D o w nto w n )— News­
stand, 11 Springfield Ave., 
near Court House.

New Haven —  N o d e l m a n ' e  
News Depot, 106 Church St., 
near Chapel.

New Y ork (Garm ent Area) —  
Newsstand, corner of 38th 
St. and 7th Ave.

New York (M anhattan )— 14th 
St., between 4th and 7th 
Aves.; Newsstands on 42nd 
St., between 4th and 5th 
Aves.

Rochester —  Newsstand, Main  
St. and Clinton Ave., south­
east corner.

San Francisco —  Duncans 
Smoke Shop, 1986 Sutter St. 
Ray’s Smoke Shop,
1174 Sutter St.
MacDonald’s Book Shop, 
867 Mission St.
Golden Gate News Agency, 
81 Third  St;
Fitzgerald News Agency,
21 Fourth St.

Seattle —  Eckhart News, 102 
Washington Street.

IN  H A R L E M

The Militant
is on sale at the 
southeast corner 
of 125th Street 

and Lenox Avenue

Miners Still 
Seek Raise 
In Wages

(Continued from page 1)
half, and (lie  guarantee o f 52 
weeks work in  (he year a t the 
present wage scale. The operators 
have rejected bo tli tlie  porta l-to- 
porta l demand and the 6 day 
week, 52 week year compromise.

S T E E L M A N ’S L IN E ,
A N D  T H E  OPERATORS

M eanwhile the negotiations con­
tinued th is  week w ith  Dr. John 
R. Steelman, Roosevelt's personal 
representative, a ttem p ting  to b rin g  
about some so rt o f a settlement. 
I t  is obvious from  Steelman’s 
conduct (ha t the ad m in is tra tion , 
despite its  sweeping wage regula­
tions, is  seeking to reach a com­
prom ise settlem ent and thus 
dispose o f (be h ig h ly  in flam m able 
s itua tion  in  the coal fields. I t  is  
fo r Ib is  reason tha t Steelman has 
been opposing the southern 
operators in th e ir  e ffo rts  to th row  
the en tire  controversy in to  the 
lap of the W ar Labor Board.

As Lewis has pointed out, the 
coal operators have already re­
ceived enough coal price conces­
sions from the government in or­
der to grant the union’s demands 
and still turn a nice profit. But 
the operators, controlled by U . S- 
Steel and W all Street, want to 
make an example of the miners. 
They want to so decisively defeat 

: them that the workers in other 
industries w ill hesitate to chal­
lenge their exploiters.

Moreover, the in transigence of 
the operators in  the present 
negotiations is aimed a t pressur­
in g  the governm ent' in to  the ad­
jus tm ent of coal prices to a s t i l l  
h igher level should a compromise 
settlem ent w ith  Lew is and the 

' m iners be supported by the ad­
m in is tra tion .

Clarification On 
'4th Intl.' Article 
And Walter Held
The March issue of the magazine, 

Fourth  Internat ional,  p rin ted  an 
a rtic le  by Marc Lo ris , “ The Ger­
man R evolution in  the L e n in is t 
Period,”  an answer to an in- 
te rjjre ta tio n  o f the German events 
a fte r the firs t w o rld  war w h ich  
had been w ritte n  by W a lte r Held 
and p rin ted  in  previous issues of 
the magazine.

The M arch 13 issue of The M i l i ­
tant. carried a sho rt notice ca lling  
a tten tion  to L o ris ’ a rtic le  as “ an 
excellent con tribu tion  to the s trug­
gle against the petty-bourgeois 
elements who s tr iv e  to show th a t 
Bolshevism was responsible fo r 
S ta lin ism .”

A  reader of The M i l i ta n t  sug­
gests th a t since L o ris ’ a rtic le  wa3 

I described as “ an answer to W a lte r 
| H e ld,”  th is  could t be taken to 
; mean th a t Held is included among 
I such anti-B olshevik  elements. For 
the sake of c la rifica tion  The M i l i ­
tan t  wishes to make i t  c lear th a t 
th is  was not the in te n tio n  o f the 
short paragraph on L o ris ’ a rtic le .

The au thor of th is  paragraph 
was fu lly  aware of the fac t tha t 
W a lte r Held in  an exponent of 
Bolshevism and had no desire to 
im p ly  otherw ise; he m ere ly tr ied  
to ind ica te th a t L o r is ’ a rtic le , 
aside from  its  differences w ith  the 
v iew po in t of Held on the German 
s itua tion , was so w r itte n  th a t i t  
serves as an educational weapon 
against the petty-bourgeois types 
who1 l in k  Bolshevism w ith  S ta lin ­
ism.

A ll volumes contain an index by 
subjects and authors
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Justice Department Leads With Its Chin
When (wo w h ite  Texan» were 

sentenced to prison last month 
fo r  keeping a Negro w o rke r in 
s lavery on th e ir  fa rm , we re­
m arked in  th is  column tha t i t  was 
good to find som eth ing fo r which 
oppressors o f the Negro masses 
can be punished by law and 
added: "F o r even though it 's  a l­
most 80 years since the abo lition  
Of chatte l slavery, the Nepp’o 
rem ains so oppressed in  so m any 
fields th a t i t  is s t i l l  a novelty to 
find laws opera ting to protect any 
of his r ig h ts .”

A pp a re n tly  we were no t the 
on ly ones to  be s truck  by the fa c t 
th a t i t  is  unusual to  observe en­
forcem ent o f law s a ffecting ' the 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  o f the Negro 
people. The D epartm ent o f Jus­
tice  has tho ugh t i t  over and also 
seems to regard i t  in  the lig h t 
o f news —  so much so th a t they 
p u t one o f th e ir  o ffic ia ls  to  w ork  
w r it in g  an a rtic le  fo r  the Negro 
press on its  w ork  in prosecuting 
v io la to rs  o f the  th ir te e n th  
amendment to  the C onstitu tion , 
which fo rb ids  s lavery or invo lun ­
ta ry  servitude, “ except as a pun­
ishm ent fo r  a crim e whereof the 
p a rty  sha ll have been du ly  con­
vic ted.”

So rare is the o p po rtu n ity  fo r 
the Departm ent o f Justice, to 
present its e lf to the Negro people 
as a defender o f dem ocratic and 
cons titu tiona l r ig h ts  th a t no less 
a person than M r. V ic to r \V. 
Rotnem. head of the D epartm ent’s 
C iv il R ights Section, was assigned 
to th is  job, and lie lias w ritte n  
the  a rtic le  w ith  a soberness and 
g ra v ity  suggesting tha t lie too is 
aware of how unusual th is  s itua ­
t io n  is.

As m ig h t be expected, Rotnem ’s 
a rtic le  (Pittsburgh Courier. A p r il 
10) u tilizes the occasion to blow 
the bugles fo r  the righteousness of 
the United States governm ent’s 
aim s in  the w ar by con trasting  its 
a ttitud e  on the question of the 
th ir te e n th  amendment w ith  tha t 
o f the A x is  powers who. lie notes, 
hold " to  a con tra ry  ideal and w ill,  
i f  successful in  th is  w ar. subject 
m illio n s  not on ly  in  fo re ign lands 
hu t in  th is  coun try  as we ll, to 
compulsory labor and in vo lu n ta ry  
serv itude .”

B u t i t  seems to us that Rotnem 
ra th e r overreaches h im se lf in  his 
eagerness to make th is  po in t, tha t 
he w inds up leading w ith  his chin. 
There is no need to convince the 
Negro people tha t fascism is th e ir  
enemy and m ust be fough t: then- 
own experiences have taught them 
tha t. Nor w i l l  th e ir desire fo r 
equa lity  he satisfied by accounts 
of enforcements of certa in sections 
o f the C onstitu tion . F o r Rotnem's 
po in t serves on ly  to raise other 
po in ts :

W hat about o ilie r parts of the 
C onstitu tion? W hat about the first 
section of the fourteenth amend­
m ent wh ich says “ No state shall 
make o r enforce any law  which 
sha ll abridge the priv ileges o r the 
im m u n itie s  o f the citizens of the 
U n ited States; nor shall any state 
deprive any person of life , lib e rty , 
or property, w ith o u t due process 
of la w : nor deny to any person 
w ith in  its  ju r is d ic tio n  the equal 
pro tection of the laws” ?

Lynch ing , to ta k e 'b u t one ex­
ample, ce rta in ly  v io la tes th is  
amendment, and yet the govern­
ment, even in the m idst o f the

war. refuses to take a s ing le  step 
to pass a n ti- lyn ch in g  leg is la tion . 
I f  the a d m in is tra tion  is  to  be 
praised fo r  en fo rc ing  the th i r ­
teenth amendment, w ha t should 
be said about its  a tt itu d e  tow ard 
the fou rteenth  amendment?

The firs t section of the fifteen th  
amendment reads: "The r ig h t of 
c itizens o f the United States to 
vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or 
by any State, on account, o f race, 
color, o r previous condition o f 
serv itude .”

Everyone knows, even Rotnem, 
tha t the po ll tax  laws in  the 
South are v io la tions o f th is  
amendment, even though so 
drawn up as to  techn ica lly  evade 
its  m eaning; and th a t the adm in­
is tra tio n  has s tead fastly  refused 
to support congressional action 
to abolish the po ll ta x  as a re ­
qu irem ent fo r  even federa l elec­

t io n s . I f  the ad m in is tra tio n ’s en­
forcem ent o f the th irte e n th  
amendment proves th a t its  w ar 
aims arc ju s t, what does its  d is ­
regard o f the fif te e n th  amend­
ment prove?

No, M r. Rotnem, you and your 
boss, B iddle, w il l have to do be t­
te r than th a t before you can con­
vince the Negro masses th a t the 
ad m in is tra tion  can be depended 
on to pro tect th e ir  dem ocratic 
r ig h ts  and asp ira tions. On the 
basis o f the record, to  which you 
were su ffic ie n tly  in jud ic ious to 
ca ll a tten tion , the N egro  people 
are lea rn ing  th a t they can depend 
on no th ing bu t the organized 
s treng th  o f the labor movement 
and th e ir  own m ilita n t action.

*  *  *

The S ta lin is t desertion o f the 
Negro strugg le fo r  equa lity  has 
become so barefaced tha t respon­
sible Negro trade un ion leaders 
whom they have been wooing fo r  
a long tim e are now forced to 
repudiate and denounce them in 
no uncerta in  term s. The recent 
statem ent by one of these leaders. 
W illa rd  S. Townsend, member of 
the CIO na tiona l executive board 
and in te rna tiona l president o f the 
Red Caps' un ion, the United 
T ransport Service Employes, was 
both sharp and s ign ifican t.

W r it in g  in tile  March issue 
of h is un ion ’s paper, Bag and 
Baggage, Townsend said in  pa rt: 

“ We have no quarre l w ith  those 
honest in te llectua ls , progressives 
and rad ica ls whose s in ce rity  of 
op in ion and sacrifices have created 
many of the b r ig h t spots in the 
h is to ry  of our movement. We do, 
however, em phatica lly  question 
the unwholesome role being played 
by a com pletely dishonest, clique 
of un ion pow er-politic ians, the 
‘Communists.’. . .

“ To us, the present ‘p a rty  lin e ’ 
o f the carpet-baggers on the N e­
gro question in  Am erica is in d is ­
tingu ishab le  from  th a t o f many 
o f our Southern po ll-taxe rs  or 
Uncle Toms. They w rap  th e ir  re- 
ac tiona ty  position in a red f la g  
and ye ll ‘u n ity .’ In  the open they 
spout f ire -e a tin g  but harm less 
phrases about ‘ freedom and 
equa lity  o f o p p o rtu n ity ’ fo r  N e­
groes, but behind closed doors 
they are sabotaging every decent 
e f fo r t  and im nulse on the p a rt of 
independent libe ra ls  and trade 
un ion ists to  push fo r  an im m e­
diate and adequate ' so lu tion  o f 
these problems. .

A Shift In C.P. Jewish Work
By A . R O LA N D

The Stalinists have made a 
curious turn in their Jewish 
work, a turn that deserves more 
than passing attention. The 
11 itler-Stalin pact disillusioned 
many of, the Jewish Stalinists, 
both members and sympathiz­
ers. The influence of the Com­
munist Party in the Jewish 
trade unions tended toward the 
vanishing point in the period of 
Stalin’s collaboration with the 
Nazis.

The sudden invasion of the 
USSR and the heroic resistance of 
the Red A rm y  revived the hopes 
of many who had dropped away 
from  the S ta lin is ts . C e rta in ly  i t  
can be said tha t the Jews of a ll 
classes ,and especially the w o rk­
ers. wished a rden tly  to see the 
Red A rm y  v ic to rious  in  th e ir  
strugg le against the vicious Nazi 
invaders.

S T A L IN IS T  P R O P A G A N D A
How have the S ta lin is ts  a t­

tempted, under these c ircum ­
stances, to ca rry  on th e ir  w o rk  
among the Jewish masses? I t  be­
comes evident th a t here as every­
where else. S ta lin is t propaganda 
lias been fo r the benefit not of the 
w orkers o r the Jew ish masses, but 
fo r the sole aims of the Soviet 
bureaucracy. A t the beginning of 
the year the Jewish language 
da ily . The Morn ing Fre ihe it ,  sud­
denly carried through a typ ica l 
S ta lin is t maneuver, pretending to 
•eplace or discard one false face 

fo r another. The M orn ing  F re i­
he it P ub lish ing Co. became the 
“ M orn ing  F re ih e it Assoeia iion."

A new declaration of p r in ­
ciples was enacted w h ich at firs t 
glance seemed to a im  at a “ Peo­
ple's F ro n t”  fo r a ll Jews. But 
w hat could such a F ron t be, w hat 
could its  goal be? The S ta lin is ts  
ev iden tly  decided th a t to be pro- 
Russian and an ti - fascist was 
enough of a basis to re-establish 
th e ir  movement. Beyond th is  
every ‘e lem ent’ o f Jew ish li fe  was

"prom ised”  a free say in  the 
“ new”  press.

The Jew ish Revisionists, re ­
fle c tin g  the m ost conservative 
bourgeois views, were to  receive 
support in  th e ir  demand fo r  a 
Jew ish a rm y in  Palestine. The 
Z ion is ts  o f a ll shades (here is a 
tu rn  indeed) were to  be a ttrac ted  
by the prom ise to “ aid the Jews 
o f Palestine to bu ild  the Y ishuv 
(com m u n ity ).”  The A ss im ila tio n - 
ists wer.e to be placated by a gen­
erous o ffe r  “ to make a richer col­
lective con tribu tion  to  the bu ild ­
ing and progress o f the A m e r­
ican nation.”

Here was a Jew ish People's 
U n ity  to s u it any cond ition  of 
man. The new Fre ihe it  was “ to 
reflect in  every possible way all 
the opin ions and a ttitudes of a ll 
the an ti-fasc is t currents  in  Jewish 
life .”  T lie  S ta lin is ts  make a 
special e ffo rt to a ttrac t in to  th e ir  
o rb it  the bourgeois Z ion is t p o li­
ticos. Not on ly  have com m unist 
aims com pletely disappeared in  
the “ new”  o rien ta tion , but even 
common w o rk in g  class aim s have 
become submerged.

S T A L IN ’S A IM S
W hat is the m eaning of th is  

tu rn?  W hat does S ta lin  w ish to 
accomplish by ga in ing  contro l 
over such a movement? I t  is not 
to be b linked  a t tha t the S ta lin ­
ists re fe r again and again to the 
“ an i-fascist cu rren ts  in  Jewish 
life .”  T lie  v ile , u tte r ly  jc y n ic a l 
acts o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, 
in c lud in g  most recently  the doing 
to death of A lte r  and E rlich , 
make obvious the im p lica tion  
th a t there are currents '(and in 
the ranks o f the ” Jewish, workers, 
m ind yo u !) which are fascist.

Anyone who has studied the 
treacheries o f S ta lin  w i l l  recog­
nize th a t w hat he aim s a t is not 
u n ity  but d isun ity . He wishes to 
a ttra c t closely enough a ll kinds 
o f ca reeris t elements so as to 
o ffe r  them a barga in. He w ill sup­
p o rt demands a t the peace con­
ference fo r  a Jew ish Palestine—

so he im p lies— i f  those Jews who 
are in terested in  power po litics  
w i l l  in  tu rn  aid h im .

T h is aid can be of several kinds. 
F irs t  and forem ost there is the 
aid th a t the Jews can give in 
S ta lin 's  te r r ito r ia l demands, in ­
c lud ing  the h a lf of Poland oc­
cupied by h im  d u rin g  tlie  I l it le r -  
S ta lin  pact, L ith u a n ia , La tv ia , 
Esthonia. S ta lin  hopes to obtain 
th is  te r r ito ry  w ith  the consent o f 
the U n ited Nations. He is lay ing  
his plans to neutra lize a ll those 
who m ig h t oppose him , or even to 
w in  in  advance to h is side 
elements who m ig h t prove un­
w illin g . The United Nations m igh t 
place the m atte r up to a plebiscite 
in  the various te rrito rie s . In  that 
ease S ta lin  would lik e  the Jews 
to vote fo r  incorpora tion  in  the 
Soviet Union.

T H E  B U N D ’S P O S IT IO N
There are Jew ish elements how­

ever w h ich  have declared them ­
selves u tte r ly  opposed to S ta lin ism . 
The Polish Bund fo r example was 
so much against S ta lin  th a t i t  
would most lik e ly  pre fe r S iko rsk i 
to the K re m lin  d ic ta tor. The Bund 
in  fac t declared its e lf fo r the war 
on t lie  side o f the democracies 
when S ta lin  invaded Poland, and 
registered its e lf at th a t tim e  in 
favo r of a Greater Poland. A t tlie  
same tim e  i t  claim ed to desire 
independent w o rk ing  class action 
against Nazism and fo r socialism. 
Unquestionably i t  was because of 
this, and because of its  opposition 
to S ta lin ism , tha t the Bund was 
persecuted by the GPU and its  
leaders, E r lic h  and A lte r, were 
done to death. S ta lin  cyn ica lly  
disregarded Jew ish a n d ' w orld  
op in ion in  the p u rs u it of his own 
w ar aims. He did not w ant the 
Jewish leaders to leave Russia to 
jo in  the Polish Government in 
E x ile  in  London. They m igh t have 
become too great an obstacle to 
S ta lin ’s plans.

No doubt S ta lin  would lik e  to 
have a section of the Jews bolster 
up his fram eups and fraudu len t 
accusations against those among

Why Doesn’t State Department Permit 
Full Use Of Immigration Quota?

In ternational Notes
By B E T T Y  K U E H N

Recently huge memorial-pro­
test meetings were held in 
Madison Square Garden, New 
York C ity and in other large 
centers. Representatives of the 
clergy and Jewish bourgeois or­
ganizations prayed for the m il­
lions of dead and martyred and 
directed supplications to the 
President, Congress and the 
United Nations to undertake 
something to save the remnants 
of tortured Jewry.

I ts  im m ediate resu lt was a note 
from  Secretary H u ll to the B r it is h  
Ambassador in  th is  country s ta t­
in g  tha t the U n ited States “ has 
been and is m aking  every en­
deavor to re lieve the oppressed 
and persecuted peoples”  and p ro­
posing an “ exp lo ra tory  conference”  
on the refugee problem. For brazen 
cynic ism  and shameless disregard 
of the p lig h t o f the un fortuna te  
people i t  w i l l  ra n k  h igh in  
d ip lom atic  documents.

RECORD O F S T A T E  DE P T.
The Secretary of State said tha t 

228,964 visas were issued in  the 
w ar years 1939-1942 and tha t 
“ from  the advent of the H it le r  
regime in  1933 u n t il June 30, 1942, 
547,775 visas were issued.”  He em­
phasized th a t the U. S. govern­
m ent " is  and m ust be bound by 
leg is la tion enacted by Congress.”

B u t the quota ra tio n — m iserable 
as i t  is and calculated as i t  was 
to keep out im m igran ts  in  the 
firs t post-war period— stipu la ted 
th a t 153,774 im m ig ran ts  could

As we reported last week, the 
Jean Jaures Group, composed of 
French “ socia lis t”  leaders who 
escaped to London, s p lit recently 
over the question of th e ir  re la tion 
w ith  deGaulle.

The m ain po in t of disagreement 
is over deGaulle’s po litica l aims. 
The pro-G aullis t m in o r ity  states 
th a t i t  is "im possible to a rt if ic ia lly  
separate m il ita ry  resistance from  
p o lit ic a l resistance”  and supports 
deGaulle in  both. The m a jo rity , 
on the o ther hand, was w ill in g  to 
support deGaulle as long as it  
was a “ pure ly  m il ita ry ”  m atter. 
W hen deGaulle fin a lly  made known 
li is  po litica l aims they broke w ith  
him .

They did not break w ith  him  
fo r  socia lis t reasons. They w a n t­
ed assurance tha t there would be 
a “ dem ocratic”  arena in France, 
w ith  elections, na tiona l assembly, 
trade unions, in  which to  operate 
as bureaucrats as they had before 
the w ar.

A lthough deGaulle. as a con­
cession to these c ritics , addressed 
h im se lf to his “ dear trade un ions”  
in  France, and spoke o f a “ national 
assembly elected by un iversa l su f­
frage.”  the m a jo r ity  of the Jaures 
group did not believe him .

They proceeded to expose the 
key men in the G a u ilis t organiza­
tio n  as an ti-S em itic  and as agents 
of the large capitalist, enterprises.

M. D iethelme, who was appointed 
M in is te r o f the In te r io r  in  the 
Free French Com m ittee and who 
is  slated fo r  the t i t le  o f "Com-

m issioner of the Republic”  when 
deGaulle debarks in France, they 
expose as a representative of the 
Comité des- Forges, F rance’s g ian t 
steel trus t.

They state tha t M. Andre Meyer, 
who was rhade the treasurer of the 
Free French R e lie f Fund in  New 
Y ork, is a w e ll-know n in tim a te  of 
Georges Bonnet and Fernand de 
B rinon , both openly p ro -H itle rite .

“ T h is  gentlem an,”  says the 
m a jo rity  document, “ w h ile  ca rry ­
in g  on his functions arond the 
Free French League, continues ills  
re la tions . . . w ith  H enry  Haye, 
V ichy  Ambassador to the U. S.”

B u t w hether fo r  o r aga inst 
deGaulle’s po litica l p rogram  at 
(he moment, both sections o f th is  
“ soc ia lis t”  group are fo r  revenge 
against Germany, fo r  the recon­
s titu t io n  o f the French E m pire  
w ith  its  colonies, etc.

Is  th is  dem ocratic o r fasc is t 
propaganda ?

A dispatch fro m  Berne, 
S w itzerland to the March 18 N. Y. 
Times  states:

"Possib ly in  preparation fo r  a 
reduction of a ll food ra tions next 
month, especially bread, the con­
tro lled  press in  France expatiates 
on the ‘advantages’ o f short 
ra tions. . .

“M edica l au tho ritie s  are cited 
to show that, the present reduced 
diet is  excellent fo r  p reventing 
dental decay. A no ther advantage 
claimed is th a t the in te llec tua l

enter the coun try  annua lly , w h ile  
on ly  51,776 (th a t is a th i rd  of the 
quota) were allowed to come in  
d u rin g  the year 1940, and no more 
Ilia n  28,781 came in  d u rin g  the 
c r it ic a l years of 1941-1942!

Thus, the State Departm ent not 
on ly  faded to request Congress to 
set aside the quota res tric tions  to 
meet the needs of the present 
s itua tion , but i t  even w ent to the 
lengths, through its  V isa D iv is ion , 
of a rb it ra r ily  and w i lfu l ly  cu ttin g  
the quota set by Congress to the 
po in t of p ra c tica lly  stopping a ll 
im m ig ra tio n  to the U n ited States 
in  1942.

E ve ry  device o f red tape, p ro­
c rastina tion , delay and obstruc­
tion  was used to th is  end. E n try  
was f la t ly  denied to German Jews 
(app ly ing  fo r visas from  French 
in te rnm ent camps) on the ground 
th a t they m ig h t have a liv in g  
re la tive  in  Germany or in  Ger­
man-occupied provinces. Orphaned 
ch ild ren  whose parents died in  
H itle r 's  dungeqns were denied ad­
m ission as “ enemy aliens." F in a lly , 
workers desperately needed in  th is  
country, such as the diamond 
cutters of A ntw erp, were le ft to 
ro t in  concentration camps in 
Morocco; experienced physicians 
were kept out on the grounds tha t 
they could not be of service and 
so on and so fo rth .

By these means and others the 
Visa D iv is ion  succeeded in  shu t­
t in g  the door (o the unfortunates 
c lam oring  fo r en try. The figures 
o f the num ber of refugees actua lly  
adm itted give the lie  to the brazen 
assertion th a t the U. S. govern­
m ent “ has been and is m aking

facu lties develop more rap id ly  i f  
the stomach is not overburdened.”

Fourteen members o f the Belgian 
A rm y  in  England were recently 
sentenced to im prisonm ent by a 
Belgian cou rt m artia l.

T h e ir crime, according to the 
M arch 12 B r it is h  Tribune, was 
that, they had asked fo r a reform  
of the Belg ian a rm y and had 
“ threatened”  to communicate th e ir  
d issatisfaction to M r. C h u rch ill 
and S ta ffo rd  Cripps.

The Belgian au tho rities  stated 
th a t thege men had appealed to 
the heads o f a fo re ign state 
against th e ir  own officers. Th is 
made them g u ilty . In  a ttem pting  
to appeal to the B r it is h  govern­
ment, however, these Belgian sol­
diers were recognizing a fac t tha t 
the Belgian governm ent-in-exile 
does not w ish to acknowledge: 
The Belgian governm ent in  Eng­
land exists solely on the suf­
ferance of the B r it is h  government, 
not from  any action of the Belgian 
masses. The fac t th a t the court- 
m artia lled  soldiers were sent to 
an E ng lish  prison is one proof 
o f th is.

“ T h is  la test example o f d isa f­
fection  in  the camp of an A llied  
Government,”  states the Tribune, 
“ ca lls fo r a very  thorough in q u iry  
in to  the use made by A llie d  Gov­
ernm ents of the police, ju d ic ia l 
and m il ita ry  powers w h ich  have 
been conferred upon them.”

every endeavor to re lieve the op­
pressed and persecuted peoples.”

D IP L O M A T IC  C Y N IC IS M
Inu red  as we are to d ip lom atic  

double-dealing and cynicism , the 
record is shocking. F o r th is  
procedure was de libera te ly  raised 
to a system a t a tim e  when the 
German and Polish Jews were 
being wiped out by H itle r , when 
en tire  German cities and villages 
where the Jews had lived fo r long 
generations were emptied and 
when transports  of deportees were 
shipped in  locked boxcars to 
French in te rnm e n t camps and 
In te r to the waste lands around 
Lu b lin .

And when in  the summer of last 
year, on H itle r 's  orders, a 
m anhunt began in  France, when 
the French in te rnm e n t camps 
began to deport th e ir  emaciated, 
starved, disease-racked inmates 
“ to unknow n destina tion ,”  when 
orphan asylums were no t spared 
and ch ild ren were to rn  away from  
th e ir  parents— even then the 
State D epartm ent d id  not re lax 
its  self-imposed procedure of keep­
in g  refugees out.

M eanwhile the s laughter con­
tinues. . . M illio n s  are beyond 
rescue b u t there are s t i l l  tens 
o f thousands in  in te rnm en t camps 
in  Spain, Rum ania, B u lga ria  and 
Poland who can s t i l l  he saved. 
T h e ir fate lies in  the hands of the 
w o rk in g  men and women of A m er­
ica. Through th e ir  labor o rgan iza­
tions they can place strong pres­
sure on the a d m in is tra tion  and 
compel i t  to take im m ediate ac­
tion  to open tlie  doors to the op­
pressed.

the Jews whom he has called 
“ fascist agents.”  Those who know 
the fear and dem ora lization of 
p e tty  bourgeois and bourgeois 
Jews in  th is  country, realize tha t 
there are m any of them who
w h ile  not be liev ing fo r one
moment, in  t lie  charges so despi­
cably made against E r lic h  and
A lte r, yet w ish to hush tlie  m atter 
up a t once. They say th a t the 
“ la rge r issue" of the w ar is so 
a ll- im portan t, especially to the 
Jews, tha t S ta lin  m ust not be 
accused of bis misdeeds. Not now, 
not now! T h is is the road that, 
w ith  a l i t t le  ba rga in ing  and per­
suasion on S ta lin ’s part, can lead 
to t lie  next logica l step! S ta lin  got 
Davies to serve as h is accessory 
to t lie  crim e a fte r the fact, as his 
w h itew aslier of the infam ous 
Moscow T ria ls . W hy no t a few 
frigh tened  Jews? Never forget 
tha t S ta lin  had the Fre ihe it  crowd 
do ju s t that.

NO C Y N IC A L , B A R G A IN S
Let Jews beware o f any cynical 

bargains w ith  S ta lin ! He knows 
on ly one loya lty , one service. That 
is lo ya lty  to his own power and 
tha t o f tlie  bureaucratic clique 
th a t hopes to m a in ta in  power in  
the K re m lin  a fte r the war. W hat­
ever stands in  the way of tha t 
one aim . S ta lin  w i l l  t ry  to remove 
a t a ll costs.

Especia lly  dangerous Jo S ta lin  
are those independent elements in 
the ranks o f the w o rk in g  class 
everywhere who consciously p u r­
sue the aims o f the independent 
in te rna tiona l p ro le ta rian  policies. 
N ext come those who, by th e ir  
opposition to S ta lin ism  and a ll its  
works, may fin d  th e ir  way a t the 
next rise o f the revo lu tiona ry  
wave, to  the ranks o f the revo lu ­
tion is ts . I t  is these elements th a t 
S ta lin  aims consciously to  isolate. 
He wishes to besm irch them  in 
advance by ca llin g  them fascists 
and fasc is t agents. There are 
many such devoted types among 
the Jewish workers, here and 
abroad. S ta lin  seeks a llies  to  iso­
la te  and destroy them . L e t h im  
find none among the Jews!

S ta lin  knows th a t th is  w ar 
cannot end w ith o u t profound 
upheavals in  Europe. He has set 
his course in  advance— every­
where— to act in  if is own way as 
a brake on the w o rk in g  class 
movement. L e t th a t movement 
ga in  its  own independent momen­
tum , and S ta lin  w iil he among its  
f irs t v ic tim s . The K re m lin  hopes 
to lie aide, from  the m idst of tlie  
w o rk ing  class, to d iso rien t and 
disorganize il,  as he has done over 
the years now, so th a t no- harm  
can come to h im  or to the clique 
in  power in  the Soviet Union. I f  
the workers in  the other countries 
where revo lts may occur, make 
th e ir  appeal, fo r aid not to S ta lin  
hut ra the r against S ta lin  to the 
Soviet workers and peasants, then 
a ll the e ffo rts  of the d ic ta to r w ill 
come to naught.

They Do Not Care About The 
European Masses’ Desires

By M. Morrison
A t  present, when the Red 

A rm y  is no longer advancing as 
i t  was several m onths ago, the 
cap ita lis ts  o f Eng land and the 
U n ited  S tates are b reath ing a l i t ­
tle  more easily. T h e ir fea rs  con­
cern ing S ta lin ’s aim s and course 
of action in case o f a v ic to rious 
Red A rm y  m arch ing  in to  Ger­
many have been allayed. N ever­
theless they s t i l l  show g re a t a n x i­
ety w ith  reference to  the na ture  
o f S ta lin ’s possible demands at 
the peace tab le. There is s t i l l  
much uneasy speculation on th is  
subject.

I t  is  clear th a t both England 
and the U n ited States w an t S ta lin  
to be satisfied w ith  the borders of 
the Soviet Un ion as they existed 
a t the tim e of H it le r ’s invasion of 
Poland. Should S ta lin  accom­
modate the E ng lish  and Am erican 
cap ita lis t p o litic ian s  on th is  po in t 
i t  would be exceedingly he lp fu l 
to them. There would then be the 
old bu ffe r states against the Soviet 
Union. ( I t  is  true, as Assistant 
Secretary of State Berle claims, 
th a t b u ffe r states are not so 
valuable in  these days of the fast- 
f ly in g  plane. Nevertheless they 
s t i l l  have great value.) The A t­
la n tic  C harter w ould not appear 
to be st> ho llow  a document and 
there would he no d ifficu ltie s  w ith  
Poland.

*  *  *

I t  is  also clear th a t S ta lin  is 
n o t w i ll in g  to be so accomodating. 
Before H it le r  attacked the Soviet 
Union he was anxious to extend 
the fro n tie rs  of the Soviet Union 
because he feared an atack by his 
a lly  H itle r .  Now he wants the 
same fron tie rs  because he does 
no t tru s t h is present a llies. Of 
course the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, 
lik e  a ll bureaucracies, is a fte r 
power, prestige and revenue. T h is  
was pointed out by T ro tsky . B ut 
S ta lin ’s p r im a ry  a im  is to prepare 
against any possible attack.

In  h is designs, S ta lin  is aided 
no t on ly  by the resistance and v ic ­
tories of the Red A rm y, w h ich  
have g rea tly  enhanced his pres­
tige, bu t also by the con flic ts  be­
tween E ng lish  and Am erican 
cap ita lism  and by the disagree­
ments between sections of the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts.

*  *  *

Rncenily an ed ito ria l appeared 
in  the London Times which prac­
t ic a lly  stated th a t S ta lin  should 
he his own judge as to the fro n ­
tie rs  necessary fo r  the defense of 
the Soviet Union. I t  also la id  down 
the proposition  th a t the Soviet 
U n ion and E ngland have p rim a ry  
respons ib ility  fo r the peace of 
Europe. T h is  was no t a t a ll 
agreeable to the Am erican cap ita l­
is t po litic ia n s  and A n thony  Eden, 
w h ile  on a v is it  to the United

New F. I .  Features 
Article On Lewis 
And Roosevelt

“ John L. Lewis and Roose­
velt’s Labor Policy” by E. R. 
Frank is the feature article in 
the April issue of the monthly 
magazine, Fourth Internation­
al, which appeared on the news­
stands last week.

F ra n k ’s a rtic le  demonstrates 
tha t in  a ll im p o rtan t respects the 
Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  lias been 
fo llo w in g  the B r it is h  model of 
labor re lations, w h ich  is designed 
to help create a hardened labor 
bureaucracy th a t can hold the 
ranks in  check and to effect a 
coa lition  w ith  it .  Roosevelt's coa­
li t io n  po licy  is threatened by the 
opposition of a s ign ifican t section 
of the cap ita lis t class, w h ich  pre­
fers an open and v io len t a ttack 
on the labor movement. I t  is 
aga inst th is  background th a t 
F rank  examines the ro le  and aims 
o f Lew is fro m  the beg inn ing o f 
the New Deal up to  the  present 
mine wage negotiations.

T h is  a rtic le  is sure to provide 
p len ty  of food fo r though t fo r 
m ilita n ts  concerned w ith  the 
problems of the un ion movement 
today, and i t  deserves the w idest 
possible c ircu la tion .

LE O N  T R O TS K Y  ON 
E U R O P E  A N D  A M E R IC A

In  1926 the State Soviet Pub­
lishers issued a pam phlet con ta in­
in g  two speeches by Leon T ro t­
sky and bearing the t it le  of “ E u­
rope and Am erica.”  In  these the 
founder of the Red A rm y  sub­
jected to detailed analysis the role 
of Am erican cap ita lism  a fte r the 
f irs t w o rld  w ar and its  re la tions 
to Europe —  a problem of tre ­
mendous im portance both then 
and now and in  the period to 
come, when the proper eva luation 
of th is  question w ill determ ine to 
a ve ry  large extent the strategy 
of the soc ia lis t revo lu tion . The 
A p r i l issue o f F ou r th  In te rna ­
t ional  carries the f irs t p a rt of 
T ro tsky 's  speech w ith  a new 
trans la tio n  from  the Russian by 
John G. W righ t.

"W oodrow  W ilson and Bolshe­
v ism ”  by Terence Phelan is  a re-

v iew  of the polic ies pursued by 
tlie  Dem ocratic ad m ip is tra tio n  of 
the firs t w o rld  w ar, showing the 
fa ls ity  o f the often-repeated argu­
ment th a t i f  the United States had 
jo ined the League of Nations the 
second w orld  w a r could have been 
averted, and ana lyz ing  the a t t i ­
tude o f the v ic to rious  powers in  
Wovld W ar 1 tow ard the Soviet 
Union.

A no ther in te res tin g  a rtic le  is 
John G. W rig h t ’s "The C iv il W ar 
in  Yugoslavia.”  In  i t  the  author, 
who recently w rote a factua l se­
ries of a rtic les  on the Yugoslav 
s itua tion  in  The M i l i tan t ,  draws 
a num ber of po litica l conclusions 
concern ing the M ikh a ilov ich -P a r- 
tisan  struggles and indicates the 
po licy to be fo llowed by revo lu­
tion is ts  in  such a s itua tion , wh ich 
m ay soon spread to a large pa rt 
of Eastern Europe.

O ther artic les  in  the A p r i l is ­
sue inc lude:

E D IT O R IA L  NO TES
“ The M onth in  Review ," ed ito ria l 

notes on the anti-S ovie t offensive 
in  the “ democracies” ; C hurch ill's  
speech on the po s t-w ar w o rld : 
G iraud and the Jews; sold iers' 
poetry and the views of the in ­
te llectua ls in  the armed forces; 
the f ig h t  to  restore The M il ita n t ’s 
m a ilin g  privileges.

“ The Easter Rebe llion”  by Oscar 
W illiam s, a rev iew  of the Ir is h  
up ris in g  of 1916 led by the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  James Connolly and 
drowned in blood by B r it is h  im ­
peria lism .

“ The K re m lin  Bureaucracy and 
the W a r”  by A. Roland, an in ­
te rp re ta tion  of the S ta lin is t propa­
ganda play, “ The F ro n t,”  d iffe r in g  
from  th a t made by Olga Petrova 
in  a recent issue of thé magazine.

“ In te rn a tio n a l Notes,”  in c lu d ­
in g  a le tte r  from  U ls te r by the 
Ir is h  T ro tsky is t, Bob A rm strong, 
and a le tte r  from  B rita in .

The magazine sells fo r 20 cents 
■a copy, $2 fo r  a y e a rly  subscrip­
tion . O rder from  Business M an­
ager a t 116 U n ive rs ity  PL, New 
Y ork  t j i t y .

States, hastened to assert tha t t lie  
Loudon Times does not represent 
t lie  views o f the B r it is h  govern­
ment. T ha t is not so easy to be­
lieve. A t  any ra te i t  can he taken 
fo r granted th a t the London Times  
speaks fo r  an in flu e n tia l section 
of tlie  B r it is h  ru l in g  class.

English imperialism, smarting  
under the dominance of American 
capitalism! must be quite anxious 
to keep the latter from gaining 
complete hegemony in Europe. 
W ith Germany out of the way 
some agreement w ith Stalin ap­
pears to be the only way by 
which to prevent revolutionary 
uprisings and to keep the United  
States from gaining complete 
control. To achieve such an a l­
liance some of the English capi­
talists are w illing to grant S ta­
lin’s demands.

The fact th a t England has an 
agreement w ith ,th e  Polish govern­
m ent of land lords and cap ita lis ts  
guarantee ing the boundaries o f 
Poland as they existed p r io r  to 
H it le r ’s attack, has, of course, po 
in fluence whatever w ith  the prac­
tica l po litic ian s  of London. Agree­
ments should not be taken se ri­
ously.

*  » *

H e lp fu l to S ta lin  is also the fac t 
th a t a pow erfu l section o f the 
Am erican cap ita lis ts  is w i ll in g  to 
appease h im  to the extent, of con­
ceding a ll h is demands w ith  
reference to t lie  te r r ito ry  w h ich  
he wishes to annex to the Soviet 
Union. A ll elements o f the capi­
ta lis t class would of course pre fe r 
to have S ta lin  content h im se lf 
w ith  the Soviet boundaries as 
they existed before the war. B ut 
they do not agree on any po licy  
should S ta lin , as is c le a rly  in ­
dicated, demand those te rr ito r ie s  
w h ich  he had seized p r io r  to H i t ­
le r ’s a ttack on the Soviet Union.

On the one hand there  is 
B u llit t ,  fo rm e r Am erican A m ­
bassador to the Soviet Union, and 
representing the more obstinate 
section o f the Am erican cap ita l­
ists, who proposes the "c a rro t and 
c lub" method. W ere th is  po licy  to 
be fo llow ed i t  w ou ld  mean th a t 
S ta lin  m ust com m it h im se lf now 
and, i f  he does not agree to the 
demands o f the U n ited  States, a ll 
a id  to the Soviet U n ion should be 
cu t o ff w ith  more serious action 
to be taken against the Soyiet 
Union la ter.

I t  can he safe ly predicted th a t 
th is  po licy  w i l l  not be fo llow ed 
w h ile  the w a r is  on. U n t i l H it le r  
is  defeated the in terests o f the 
cap ita lis ts  o f,th is  coun try  demand 
th a t aid be given to the Soviet 
Union.

On the o ther hand there is a 
group of cap ita lis ts , whose sen ti­
ments are expressed by the N. Y. 
Hera ld  Tribune,  who are w ill in g  
to go very fa r  to sa tis fy  S ta lin  in  
a ll h is demands. T h is  group feels 
th a t i t  is  essential to have an 
agreement w ith  S ta lin  in  order to 
prevent o r suppress a revo lu tion  
in  Europe. They are w ill in g  to  
pay h im  any price fo r  such a ser­
vice. I t  is also th e ir  a im  to  
achieve con tro l o f Europe as 
aga inst E ng land, th rou gh  an 
agreem ent w ith  S ta lin .

*  *  *

In all this bickering and plan­
ning and speculation the masses 
of the territories involved In the 
dispute are completely ignored. 
They are only cattle to be shifted 
about in the interests of this or 
that group of capitalists or of the 
Stalinist bureaucracy. Revolu­
tionary Marxists, contrary to the 
capitalists and the Stalinist bu­
reaucrats, take the interest of the 
masses as their point of depar­
ture.

I t  of course fundam enta l w ith  
us th a t in  case o f any c o n flic t be­
tween any cap ita lis t coun try  and 
the Soviet Union, a v ic to ry  o f the 
Soviet Union, even under S ta lin , 
would best serve the  h is to r ic  in ­
terests of the w o rk in g  masses. 
B ut th a t does no t mean th a t we 
in  any way approve of S ta lin ’s 
te r r ito r ia l demands o r of h is  fo r­
eign policy.

Leaving aside the question of 
an actual conflict between a capi­
talist state and the Soviet Union  
the attitude of revolutionary 
Marxists is clear. W e are fo r the 
right of the masses to determine 
their own fate. W e are against 
their being mere pawns of power- 
politics.

N e ithe r the ru le  o f S ta lin  no r 
o f any c a p ita lis t group w i l l  solve 
the problems o f the Balkan, B a ltic  
or European masses. O nly as 
Soviet Republics jo ined in  one 
soc ia lis t un ion w il l  the countries 
o f Europe, sm all and large, be 
able to solve th e ir  problems.

Seattle B ra n ch
S O C IA L IS T  W O R KERS  

P A R TY

Announces Opening of New  
Headquarters 

521 Pike Street, Room 7 
In  Downtown Seattle 

Phone: Seneca 0453 
Hours: 12-3 and 7-9 P. M . 

D aily Except Sundays 
Monday Evenings, Open until 

10 O’clock

By J U D IT H  JA N O W
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fortress of the 

world proletariat, against 

all assaults of world im ­
perialism and of internal 
counter-revolution, is the 

most im portant duty of 
e v e r y  class-conscious 

worker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  of workers, financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages fo r  all workers  
drafted into the arm y.

3. F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
with Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits. Expro­
priation  o f a ll war industries and the ir  
operation under workers’ control.

5 . For a rising scale o f wages to meet the 
rising cost o f liv ing.

6 . W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

9 . D efend the Soviet Union against im ­
perialist attack.

A  British Election
In a significant parliamentary by-election held 

in war-torn England in Eddisbury, Cheshire con­
stituency, on April 8 RAF pilot John Loverseed, 
candidate of the newly-formed Common Wealth 
parly, scored an unexpected victory over his op­
ponent who was endorsed by the Conservative, L ib ­
eral and Labor party coalition. Loverseed ran on 
a platform of abolishing the "big capitalists”  and 
obtaining "common wealth”  through common own­
ership of the great resources of the country as 
well as of securing immediate reforms under the 
Beveridge plan.

What adds to the significance of this victory 
is the fact that the Common Wealth party was 
formed only eight months ago. Pitted against its 
candidate were the cohibined machines of the three 
biggest parties together, with that of the Stalinists, 
aligned with the entire governmental apparatus. 
The leftward moving masses of England, d isillu­
sioned with the policies of Churchill's govern­
ment and ground down by the war-time economy 
of Big Business, finally broke, through the strait- 
jacket of the government-labor coalition and served 
notice that they were ready to embark upon a 
bold and revolutionary policy to end monopoly 
rule. But they have yet to find the correct path 
to their emancipation.

The Common Wealth parly and its candidate 
Loverseed had no clear-cut program to eliminate 
the "big capitalists” from control of the economy 
or to bring about the transfer of the country’s re­
sources into the hands o f the real producers. W ith­
out such a platform the Common Wealth party 
was in effect demagogically exploiting thé pres­
ent suffering of the masses and their genuine de­
sire for a revolutionary change from the anarchy 
of capitalist production to the planned economy 
of socialism. Sir Richard T. D. Acland, founder 
of the Common Wealth group, Loverseed and other 
party leaders represent the English middle class 
which like its counterparts in the U. S. A. and 
throughout the world, is in process of being wiped 
out by the monopolists.

Had the British Labor Party broken with its 
policy of capitulation to the Tory party, had its 
leaders resigned from their goverhmental posts and 
taken the course of independent labor action 
against the rule of Big Business, it would by now 
have rallied to its banner not only the entire B rit­
ish working class but also the sadly disillusioned 
middle class whose support is needed for the abo­
lition of capitalist exploitation. The treacherous 
and cowardly policies of these labor lackeys, their 
subservient role in bolstering up the 'Tory govern­
ment have forced the middle class as well as the 
workers to look elsewhere for leadership. Under 
these conditions they can become easy prey to uto­
pian proposals, and demagogic appeals on which 
fascism is nourished.

Salary Limit
I lie $25,000 salary lim itation was revoked on 

A pril 10 when President Roosevelt refused to veto 
the Public Debt Expansion B ill, which carried a 
Congressional rider repealing the salary lim it.

The dispute over this measure demonstrated that 
the capitalist class is divided into two groups on 
the question of how to finance the war.

The group headed by Roosevelt —  which took 
a setback when he let the salary lim it be repealed 
without a struggle — believes that the masses w ill 
be persuaded to accept a greatly reduced standard 
of living it "equality of sacrifice”  is given the 
appearance, and that is all they ask, of reality. 
Lor this reason the Roosevelt group believes the 
bosses should openly sacrifice some luxury and 
get along on $25,000 a year per person, besides ad­
ditional income from bonds, stocks, rents, profits, 
etc., etc.

T he m ajority of Congress, however, takes the 
hard-boiled and cynical stand that the best way 
to deal with the workers is by not temporizing with 
them but by unceremoniously shoving down their 
throats a diet of high taxes, wage freezing, job 
freezing, longer, work week, increased prices. They 
don’t want to make even symbolic gestures such 
as the salary lim it. I hey openly proclaim their 
capitalist bias.

However the diiferences between these two capi­
talist groups are slight when compared to the 
important issues on which they agree: the need 
lor reducing the workers’ living standards, the 
need for higher taxes on low income groups, op­
position to the miners’ demands for wage raises 
to meet the rising cost of living, support of Roose­
velt’s April 8 wage freezing order, etc.

Against the workers and the lower income 
groups the president is bold and unwavering, as 
he showed in his wage freezing order. 'Toward 
the hard-boiled capitalist class he is vacillating 
and tim id, as he showed by fa iling to veto the 
salary lim it repeal. In the final analysis he is in 
essential agreement with thepi for he represents 
a capitalist party and a capitalist system.

The lim itation of capitalist income is an excel­
lent idea, ¡'be M ilitan t is fo r it  and for the con­
fiscation of all war profits. But only the workers 
themselves, through their own political party, can 
carry through such a program.

The Hobbs Bill
I he vicious I lobbs b ill which would imprison 

workers up to 20 years and fine them up to $10,000 
for union activity, has passed the,House of Rep­
resentatives and is now before the Senate.

Labor’s "friends”  in the Senate are now making 
a few mild criticisms of the measure. Typical of 
such "friends”  is Senator Truman, chairman of 
the Senate War Investigating Committee, who 
stated this week, "1 think the b ill has some bad 
features, but at the same time I think that labor 
has got to display some statesmanship in this 
critical war period or it is going to feel the effects 
of some stringent regulations.”

When Senator Truman demands "statesmanship”  
from labor he is really calling for more retreats 
by the workers before their enemies. I Ie asks that 
they make more sacrifices while the employers 
not only profit from this war but shackle the 
workers with its costs. And should labor refuse 
this suicidal role, then it is threatened with ever 
more "stringent regulations.”

Such are labor’s “ friends”  in Congress. In pay­
ment for a vote against such a flagfantly- anti­
democratic measure as the I lobbs bill, these Sen­
ators demand that the uwkers passively accept 
measures which would not only further undermine 
their living standards but would place the very 
existence of their unions in jeopardy.

Labor is reduced to legislative dependency upon 
such "friends”  as Truman because it has failed 
to place its own representatives in Congress. Not 
a single union voice is heard in the Senate because 
no labor party exists to elect genuine workers’ rep­
resentatives to that body.

The principal lesson which labor must learn 
from the I lobbs b ill and the other anti-labor leg­
islation in Washington is that an Independent La­
bor Party provides the only effective means of de­
fense on the political front. W ithout such a party 
the workers arc reduced to making deals and com­
promises with “ friends” which w ill progressively 
weaken the labor movement at best and result in 
its total destruction at worst.

A M arxist Record of the firs t year of 
World W ar I I

T H E  B O U N D  V O L U M E  

« /
T H E  M IL IT A N T  

fo r  1942

Now Available at

$3.00 each
Limited Supply-Order Immediately from 

Business Manager
116 University Place —  New York City

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The M ilitan t. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. —  Editor.

Fight for Jobs 
For Negro Workers
E d ito r:

More than 2000 Negro and w h ite  
people cheered the announcement 
of a figh ting  campaign to end 
d isc rim in a tio n  in  the employment 
of Negro workers by the P h ila ­
delphia T ra n s it Co. a t a mass 
m eeting sponsored by the N.A.A. 
C.P., the C iv il L ibe rties  Committee 
of the Negro E lks, and the Negro 
press.

Speaker a fte r speaker pointed 
out the  d isp a rity  between the 
dem ocratic slogans being used to 
ra l ly  colored people to the sup­
p o rt of the w ar and the denial of 
democracy at home. Those a t the 
m eeting expressed th e ir  in te n tio n  
io  f ig h t  a t home fo r  job  oppor­
tu n itie s  fo r  themselves and fo r 
those Negroes who w i l l  re tu rn  
from  the war.

Much to  the po in t is the fa c t 
th a t w h ile  the PTC is fra n tic a lly  
seeking men to operate its  war- 
expanded lines, w ith o u t much 
success among w h ite  workers, i t  
lias so fa r  stead-fastly refused to 
employ the ready supply of colored 
workers.

P h iladelph ia  Reader

'Screen Guide' On 
The Davies' Film
E d ito r:

In  a sam pling o f the poison 
th a t W arner Brothers in tends to 
dish out in  "M iss ion  To Moscow”  
I re fe r you r readers to the May 
issue of Screen Guide, one of the 
s lick ies th a t specialize in  glam or 
photos and advance p u b lic ity  fo r 
Hollywood. The a rtic le  is en titled  
"H ollyw ood Drops A  Bom bshell" 
and contains a two page spread 
of s t ills  from  "M iss ion To Mos­
cow.”

Over the caption, "H ere  are 
three of Europe's most despicable

po litic ian s .”  appear shots of actors 
po rtra y in g  T ro tsky, Laval and 
R ibbentrop! The accompanying 
note expla ins: "T ro tsky 's  ‘world 
revo lu tion ’ theories were very de­
tr im e n ta l to the Russian cause.”  
On the opposite page appear three 
o ther shots captioned, “  'M ission 
To Moscow’ Helps Am erica Un­
derstand These Men,”  and the 
men: actors p lay in g  S talin,
C h urch ill and H a ile  Selassie, a ll 
look ing  pos itive ly  sa in tly .

The a rtic le  congratulates H o lly ­
wood fo r em erging at. last from  
its  iv o ry  tow er and repud ia ting  
the “ smug c r it ic s  and in te lle c t­
uals”  and ".certain people who 
pay lip  service to Am erióa (who) 
w i l l  c la im  th a t the film  is ‘sly 
propaganda’ fo r Russia.”  A ny of 
you r readers who need a v io len t 
emetic should read the rest of 
the artic le .

A Reader
New Rochelle, N . Y.

Cosi-Plus Contracts 
Breed Inefficiency
E d ito r:

Your readers may be interested 
in  the fo llow ing  w h ich shows how 
w e ll pa trio tism  pays the bosses.

I  w o rk  fo r  the H o rn i Signal 
M anufactu ring  Corporation which 
is do ing 100% w a r w ork. The 
workers in  the p lan t are often 
forced to stand around id le , a l­
though th is  is no t of th e ir  own 
choosing. There is sometimes so 
l i t t le  w o rk  th a t our foreman in ­
vents a lo t of unnecessary sm all 
tasks w h ich we call “ k i l l in g  tim e 
jobs.”  Before governm ent in ­
spectors come to the departm ent, 
word is passed around te llin g  us 
to “ look busy”  and pu t some w ork 
before us, even though i t  is a l­
ready finished.

Despite th is  s itua tion , the super­
visors and foremen te ll workers, 
when they ask fo r tim e o ff  or

perm ission to leave early, that 
"boys arei dy ing  on the battlefie lds 
and you w ant to s h irk  your du ty ."

From  w hat I hear in  the plant 
the company has a cost-plus con­
tra c t which means th a t the gov­
ernm ent guarantees i t  a certa in 
percentage o f pro fits  on the to ta l 
cost of producing these w ar goods. 
The more labor tim e  put in, the 
greater the production costs, and 
consequently the greater the 
profits.

T h is  shows c learly  the hypocrisy 
of the bosses. W h ile  they spout 
pa trio tism  and the need fo r 
sacrifices by the workers, they 
lose no op po rtu n ity  to make p ro­
fits out o f the war.

M . S.
New York City

Rationing and 
Price Control
E d ito r;

R a tion ing  and price con tro l is a 
farce in  its  present form . Your 
paper and your friends  are quite 
correct in  po in ting  out the evils 
in  the way i t  is being handled.

Not on ly d is tr ib u tio n  m ust be 
planned and contro lled but the 
production of food s tu ffs  m ust be 
im m edia te ly  p u t on a planned 
basis. The vic ious b lackm ail a- 
ga inst contro ls as they are being 
practised now w il l  p revail as long 
as th is  most im p o rta n t sphere of 
production rem ains in  priva te  
hands.

Le t the food in d u s try  be im ­
m ediate ly expropriated, na tiona l­
ized w ith o u t compensation and 
managed by governm ent agencies. 
I t  is  true  that, th is  w i l l  on ly par­
t ia l ly  solve the problem ; workers 
contro l would be better, bu t the 
cris is  in food is u rg en t and steps 
m ust be im m edia te ly taken.

f t .  W.
New Y ork

O NE W O R LD . By W endell L. W illk ie . 206 pp.
New Y o rk : Sim on &  Schuster. $2 (C lo th ), $1
(P aper Cover).
T h is  w a r has produced v ir tu a lly  a l ib ra ry  o f 

books by Am ericans who discovered the w orld . 
M ost o f these books have been w r itte n  by fo re ig n  
correspondents, pro fessional newspapermen who 
are capitaliz ing- on the g re a t in te re s t in  in te rn a ­
tiona l a ffa irs  awakened by the w ar. “ One W o rld ”  
by W endell L. W illk ie  is a book w r it te n  by an 
asp ira n t to the h ighest office in  the coun try  and 
should be viewed as a s ig n if ic a n t con tribu tion  to 
the cam paign lite ra tu re  o f the 1944 elections. B u t 
i t  is also more than th a t:  I t  is a key to  the m ind 
o f a s ig n if ic a n t section o f the ru lin g  class.

M r. W illk ie , who in  the 1940 pres iden tia l elec-, 
tions campaigned so v igo rous ly  aga inst the “ New 
Deal”  a t home, presents h im se lf now in  his book 
as a crusader fo r  a new deal abroad; now the 
bare-foot Hoosier o f 1940 makes his bow as the 
cosmopolitan man about the w orld . The tra n s ­
fo rm a tion  o f M r. W illk ie  is sym bolic o f the death 
o f iso la tion ism . I t  is also sym bolic no t on ly  o f 
the ro le A m erica  is destined to p lay  on the w o rld  
arena, but also o f the ro le the w o rld  is destined 
to p lay  in Am erican po litica l life .

Purpose of W illkie’s Mission
W a rrio rs  o f the ancient Roman E m p ire  had 

to go outside th e ir  coun try  fo r  long periods of 
arduous f ig h t in g  in order to  cover themselves 
w ith  the g lo ry  o f fo re ign  conquest before they 
could seek positions o f power a t home. M r. W il l ­
kie was gone abroad fo r  on ly  49 days ( in  the fa l l  
o f 1942). B u t in  th is  b r ie f period he covered 31 
thousand m iles, c irc lin g  the en tire  globe, yvhich 
is indeed a tr ib u te  to the g re a t advance o f mod­
ern technology.

Then too i t  was not M r. W illk ic ’s task to cross 
swords w ith  any fo re ign  foe. H is m ission carried 
him  on ly to the “ fr ie n d ly ”  countries, h is task 
was to  arm  h im se lf w ith  the necessary weapon 
fo r  the pres identia l e lection: a chance to  speak 
o f fo re ign  po licy on the basis o f f i r s t  hand ob­
serva tion : a chance to  be photographed w ith  fo r ­
eign ru le rs  and to speak o f them w ith  in tim acy .

M r. W illk ie ’s it in e ra ry  carried  h im  f i r s t  to the 
M iddle East and a po rtion  o f the B r it is h  E m pire , 
l ie  presents us w ith  the p ic tu re  o f poverty , squa­
lo r  and disease th a t p re va il there. He ve ry  bo ld­
ly  blames B r it is h  colonial policy, fo r  the so rry  
p lig h t o f the natives. F rom  the ve ry  beginning 
he comes to  the conclusion th a t a  change is re ­
qu ired .. He tr ie d  “ to d raw  o u t”  the B r it is h  colo­
nia l a d m in is tra tion  to  learn “ w h a t they saw in 
the fu tu re , and especially in the fu tu re  o f the 
colon ia l system and our jo in t  re la tions  w ith  the 
m any peoples o f the E ast.”

“ W ha t I  g o t,”  continues W illk ie , “ was Rudyard 
K ip lin g , un ta in ted even w ith  the libe ra lism  o f 
Cecil Rhodes. . . T h a t evening s ta rted  in  m y 
m ind a conviction w h ich was to  g row  s trong  in 
the days th a t fo llow ed i t  in  the M iddle E as t: th a t 
b r i l l ia n t  v ic to ries  in the fie ld  w i l l  no t w in  fo r  us

th is  w a r now go ing on in the fa r  reaches o f the 
w orld , th a t on ly  new men and new ideas in the 
m achinery o f our re la tions  w ith  the peoples o f 
the E ast can w in  the v ic to ry  w ith o u t which any 
peace w il l  be on ly  another a rm is tice ”  (P. 15, our 
em phasis). “ New' men and new ideas” . In  o ther 
words, a new deal a ll the w ay down the line.

W ha t is th is  new deal to  be like?  W illk ie  is 
no man to advocate a social revo lu tion  which 
would libe ra te  the m illio ns  o f colon ia l slaves. He 
is no rabble-rouser! On the con tra ry , he asserts 
th a t even the rad ica l natives are w e igh in g  both 
the course o f social revo lu tion  and another 
course:

“ . . .In  every c ity  I  found a ’ group —  usua lly  
a sm all group —  o f restless, energetic, in te lle c ­
tua l young people who knew the techniques o f 
the mass movement th a t had b rough t about the 
revo lu tion  in Russia and ta lked about them. They 
knew  also the h is to ry  o f ou r own dem ocratic de­
velopm ent. In  th e ir  ta lk  w ith  me they seemed to 
be w e igh ing  in th e ir  m inds the course through 
which th e ir  own intense, a lm ost fan a tica l, asp ira ­
tions should be achieved”  (P . 22).

Willkie's Main Proposition
In  re p o rtin g  these conversations, W illk ie , by 

the way, overlooks a sm all d e ta il: th a t Am erican 
“ dem ocratic developm ent”  required a v io le n t revo­
lu tion  and a c iv il w ar. As W illk ie  goes on w ith  
the book, w hateve r else may rem a in  b lu rred , one 
course stands out, s tripped o f a ll ex travagan t 
phrase-s ling ing. I t  is reducible to  the sim ple p ro ­
pos ition : A m erica  m ust reorganize the w orld .

Here is how W illk ie  puts i t  in  his own words 
in the concluding paragraph o f his book:

“ O ur a llies  in  the E ast know  th a t we intend 
to pour out our resources in th is  w ar. B u t they 
expect us now —  no t a fte r  the w a r —  to  use 
the enormous power o f our g iv in g  to promote 
lib e r ty  and jus tice . O ther peoples, no t ye t f ig h t ­
ing, are w a it in g  no less eagerly  fo r  us to accept 
the m ost cha lleng ing op p o rtu n ity  o f a ll h is to ry  —  
the chance to help create a new society in  w h ich 
men and women the w orld  around can live  and 
g row  inv igo ra ted  by independence and freedom .”

‘ Independence,’ ‘lib e rty , ’ ‘ freedom .’ ‘justice-! 
These words are used very  free ly  by W illk ie  
th roughou t the book. I t  so happens th a t the B r i t ­
ish E m pire  ru les one-fou rth  o f m ankind, and on 
the lips o f the spokesmen o f W a ll S treet, these 
words represent an in s tru m en t w ith  which to 
yank the colonies out of the grasp o f the B r it is h  
lion. W a ll S treet would indeed like  to  see the 
colonies independent —  o f B r it is h  ru le, th a t is. 
'I’his is the necessary p re lim in a ry  fo r  its  own 
pene tra tion  o f these colonies. T h is  is w hy W illk ie  
can outdo h im se lf in the profession o f seem ing­
ly  libe ra l ideas, run n ing  a close com petition w ith  
Vice President. W allace.

W e sha ll deal subsequently w ith  th a t section o f 
W illk ie ’s book w h ich tre a ts  w ith  his v is i t  to  the 
USSR. Turkey' and China.

Reviewed by M . Stein.

The season of post-war planning is upon us. Wash­
ington is busy night and day sprouting plans: Plans* 
for post-war trade, post-war disarmament, post-war1 
political organization, post-war monetary system, 
post-war feeding of European peoples, etc., etc. A p ­
parently not a single field of economic, cultural and 
social life  in the post-war world w ill be allowed to 
escape the intervention of U. S. capitalism. The latest 
is a plan to “re-educate Europe.”

A t New Y ork U n ivers ity , under the auspices of the 
l)n ite d  States Com m ittee o f Educationa l Reconstruc­
tion , a two day session (A p r i l 8) was devoted to the 
educational “ decontam ination” — not o f Am erican col­
leges bu t of Europe. The State Departm ent sent, an 
o ffic ia l observer.

The gist of th is  plan as expounded by one of the 
experts is " to  provide some tem porary supervis ion o f 
education as assurance of mental and m oral d isarm a­
m ent”  (.V. V. Times, Apr. 8.) I t  is proposed to exercise 
th is  supervision through “ specia lly tra ined  teachers 
fo r an 'educational exped itionary force’”  who w i l l  of 
course be supplemented by the run-o f-the-m ill arm ies 
of occupation. The “ education o f the  common man in  
Europe”  is thus guaranteed: F o r should the teacher’s 
textbook fa i l  to im p la n t conviction, the bayonet sure ly 
w ill.

C ap ita lis t educators, from  Am erica  o r elsewhere, 
have already taught the masses in  Europe and through­
ou t the w orld  w hat they need to know. Seared deep 
in to  m inds and bodies of men and women are the 
lessons of the f irs t  w o rld  w ar and o f the ensuing 
quarte r of a cen tu ry  w ith  its  depressions, crises, un­
employment, m isery and hunger. The unprecedented 
to rtu re  and su ffe rin g  of the fou r years o f the second 
w o rld  w ar have driven  in  deeper the im p o rt of these 
lessons. The ham m er blows of events are teaching 
m ore and more m illio n s  th a t decaying cap ita lism  
spawns economic, po litica l and cu ltu ra l reaction. T ha t 
i t  breeds w ar and fascism. T ha t another road is needed 
by m ankind.

The only thing any capitalist “educative” expedi­
tionary force has to teach is: S U B M IS S IO N  —  and 
this, under savage oppression —  to the perpetuation 
of the outlived capitalist system.

We agree, however, on one po in t: There is a real 
deficiency in  the education of the masses both' at home 
and abroad— a deficiency in  Socia lis t education. The 
real task is to educate a ll peoples to th in k , feel and 
act in  the s p ir it  of socialism  in  order to strugg le 
against b ru ta lity  and in jus tice , and especially the most 
abhorrent in ju s tice  o f a ll from  w h ich  a ll the others 
flow : The exp lo ita tion  o f man by man.

Once this deficiency in the education of the masses 
overcome, and they begin moving to abolish capi­

talism, expeditionary forces from the U . S. A . or 
elsewhere w ill avail nothing.

The firs t num ber of the "B u lle tin  of the Women’s 
Com m ittee”  of Local New Y ork , Socia list W orkers 
P a rty , issued la s t week, contains ten a rtic les  o f 
special in te res t to women in a ll fie lds  o f w o rk  —  
housewives, m others and women In in du s try .

The B u lle tin  opens w ith  an ed ito ria l s ta tin g  the 
reasons fo r the fo rm ation  of the I^ocal New Y o rk ’s 
Committee at the present tim e when women are stream ­
ing  in to  in dus try  and when they are f la y in g  an ever 
more im p o rtan t role in  the unions and the revo lu­
tio n a ry  party. The ed ito ria l quotes from  an a rtic le  by 
C lara Ze tk in  repo rting  her discussion w ith  Len in  on 
exactly th is  question. A re p r in t of th is  discussion is 
also prin ted  in  the B u lle tin .

Included among the other artic les  are "Facts For 
Women W orkers”  By Reba A ubrey: "W om en In  In ­
d u s try " by M arie T a y lo r; two artic les  on the lack of 
nurseries in New Y ork and na tiona lly  by Rose K arsner; 
“ How We Won Equal Pay In  Our Departm ent”  by Rose 
Young; "Suggested Slogans For Propaganda,”  etc.

The W omen’s Committee has been fun c tion ing  since 
October, 1942. Regular meetings have been held; A 
research departm ent has been set up to gather pe rtinen t 
newspaper clippings, books and pam phlets; a study 
class in  Engels’ "O rig in  of the F am ily , P riva te  P roperty 
and the State”  was organized fo r a group of mothers 
who cannot, attend the n igh t sessions o f the P a rty  
school.

The B u lle tin , w h ich  w ill appear m onth ly , sells fo r 
ten cents a copy. C ontribu tions to it  by women through­
out the country, ip  the form  of le tte rs  or artic les, w i l l  
be g ra te fu lly  accepted by the Committee.
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