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MIL TANT’S 2ND CLASS RIGHTS REVOKED
Why We Plan To Contest Walker's Order

-  A n  E d ito r ia l  -

Im m ed ia te ly  a f te r  le a rn ing  o f Post­
m aster General W a lke r’s o rder revok ing  
the second-class m a ilin g  priv ileges  o f 
The M ilita n t,  we issued a sta tem ent to 
the press announcing our in te n tio n  o f 
con testing the order in  the courts.

We take th is  step because we know 
th a t the on ly “ c rim e”  which ou r paper 
has com m itted is to  te ll the tru th , sober­
ly  and consis ten tly , about the g re a t so­
c ia l, p o lit ic a l and economic questions 
th a t concern tlfe  w o rk ing  people. There 
are p o w e rfu l forces in the ru lin g  circles 
o f th is  cou n try  —  p ro fite e r in g  indus­
tr ia lis ts , enemies o f the labo r movement 
and ra c ia l equa lity , na tive  fasc is ts  —  
who consider i t  “ sed itious”  to  speak the 
tru th  about th e ir  ac tiv ities , and there 
are bureaucrats in the a d m in is tra tion  
who w an t to use the w a r fo r  the purpose 
o f s t if l in g  a ll c ritic ism  o f th e ir  policies

and practices. A ga in s t them and a ll th e ir  
weapons o f persecution, we are prepared 
to f ig h t  to the very end to  prevent the 
tru th  from  being suppressed.

W e challenged the postal au tho rities , 
and A tto rn e y  General B iddle who in s ti­
gated the a ttack  upon our paper, to  prove 
the fa ls ity  o f any o f the statem ents 
which they c ited as “ ob jectionable.”  
T h e ir answer was g iven by Post O ffice 
A tto rn e y  W . C. O 'B rien, who made the 
a rgum ent fo r  revok ing  our m a ilin g  p r iv i­
leges a t a Post O ffice hearing  held in  
W ashington on Jan, 21. He said: “ We 
are no t concerned here w ith  questions 
o f t ru th  o r fa ls ity .  I t  does no t make any 
d iffe rence  i f  eve ry th in g  The M il ita n t  
said is tru e .”

H a v ing  set the wheels o f repression 
go ing aga inst us, A tto rn e y  General B id ­
dle re tire d  in to  silence, no t da rin g  to 
take up our challenge. A nd  P ostm aster 
General W a lke r d iscree tly ’ fo llow ed his

example, re fra in in g , in  his order revok­
ing  our second-class priv ileges, fro m  
even m ention ing the ve ry  cen tra l ques­
tio n  o f w hethe r the artic les  he regarded 
as cause fo r  his o rder were tru e  o r false. 
T h e ir silence can be in te rp re ted  on ly as 
an admission th a t they cannot success­
fu l ly  accept our challenge.

A  second reason w hy we plan to ap­
peal the W a lke r order is th a t we regard 
i t  as an in fr in g e m e n t on freedom  o f the 
press. The issue in th is  case is w hether 
a labo r newspaper has the r ig h t  to  voice 
c ritic ism s  o f the a d m in is tra tio n ’s domes­
t ic  and fo re ign  policies, o r w hethe r the 
B il l o f R igh ts  is to be vio la ted.

I f  the exercise o f ou r r ig h t  to  c ritic ize  
can resu lt in  the cancellation o f The 
M il ita n t ’s second-class m a ilin g  r ig h ts  —  
w ith o u t w h ich the average newspaper's 
very existence is threatened —  then 
w ha t is to  prevent the au tho rities  from  
ta k in g  the same measures ag a in s t o ther

papers which exercise th e ir  con s titu tio n ­
al and dem ocratic r ig h ts?

We have no t fo rg o tte n  w h a t happened 
in  W orld  W ar I,  when c iv il lib e rtie s  and 
dem ocratic r ig h ts  were m ost f la g ra n t ly  
v io la ted in the name o f a s trugg le  
against “ sed ition ”  by the A tto rn e y  Gen­
era l and P ostm aster General o f th a t 
tim e. N o r have we fa ile d  to  note that; 
Postm aster General W allace ’s o rder on 
The M il ita n t  leans he av ily  fo r  its  au­
th o r ity  on the precedent o f his W orld  
W ar I  predecessors. N o t to  contest his 
order would be to leave the  door open 
fo r  a rep e titio n  o f th a t same k in d  o f 
red -b a itin g  and w itch -hunts .

The f ig h t  to  rega in  The M il i ta n t ’s 
second-class m a il p riv ileges is a f ig h t  
not on ly to  p ro tect its  r ig h t  to  advocate 
socia list ideas, bu t also to  prevent the 
spread o f fasc is t- like  suppressions o f la ­
bor and m in o rity  groups. We ca ll on a ll 
an ti-fasc is ts  to  support us both m ora lly  
and financ ia lly  in  th is  f ig h t.

Standley Talks Designed To 
Force Soviet Commitments

I fy  F e lix  M o rro w

A d m ira l W illia m  H . S tam lley ’ s c r it ic is m s  d irec ted  against the  Soviet 
g ove rnm en t M onday m ust be u n d e rs too d  as the  la test express ion  o f  the  de­
m and  o f  the  c a p ita lis t class f o r  new  and  m o re  b in d in g  co m m itm e n ts  f ro m  the  
S ovie t U n io n .

W h e th e r W a sh ing ton  d id  o r  d id  n o t k n o w  w ha t th e  adm ira l-am bassa­
d o r  was g o ing  to  say is im m a te r ia l. U n d e r-S e cre ta ry  o f  State W e lles ’ state­
m e n t tha t S tand ley had spoken w ith o u t p r io r  co n su lta tio n  w ith  W ash ing ton  
was the  least th a t c o u ld  have been expected  at th is  stage o f  U. S .-Soviet nego­
tia tio n s . W e lles w o u ld  say n o  m o re , he stated, u n t i l  he had seen the  te x t o f  
S tand ley ’ s re m a rk s ; h is ^  
d isso c ia tio n  f ro m  Stand- 
le y ’ s re m a rks  c o u ld  h a rd ­
ly  have been m o re  gentle .

M eanw h ile , f o r  15 h ou rs  
p r io r  to  W e lles ’ press con ­
fe rence , S tand ley ’ s c r i t ic ­
a l re m a rks  abou t the  So­
v ie t g ove rnm en t had gone 
over press w ires and radio, leav­
in g  the inde lib le  im pression o f 
sharp f r ic t io n  between the “ dem­
ocracies”  and the Soviet Union.
. W hatever d iffe rences ex is t be­

tween those represented by 
S tandley and those fo r  whom

W elles o r Roosevelt speak are 
m erely d ifferences o f op in ion con­
cern ing the best im m ediate tac­
tics to be used in  pressing the 
Soviet governm ent to com ply 
w ith  W ashington - London de­
mands. B oth S tandley and Roose­
v e lt agree on the fundam enta l ob­
jec tive  they  are seeking as 
aga inst the Soviet governm ent.

S T A N D L E Y ’S D O U B L E -T A L K

W ha t they and thef en tire  cap i­
ta lis t  class o f the “ democracies”  
w a n t is no t to  be found in  the 
actual rem arks made by Standley. 
Those rem arks ard typ ica l o f the 
usual doub le-ta lk  o f c a p ita lis t 
d ip lom acy. The specific  com-

K in g  George Gets A B r ig h t  
Idea  -  Now Le t’s E xpand  I t

LO N D O N , M arch 3 (A P ) .  —  K in g  George has be­
come a p a rt-tim e  w o rke r in a w ar fa c to ry , s tand­
ing  at a bench tw o  n igh ts  a week tu rn in g  ou t prec i­
sion parts. He “ clocks in ”  a t 6 P. M .j w earing  over­
a lls  and leaves about 8:30 P. M. H is forem an says 
he is “ clever w ith  his hands." H is  f ir s t  lesson 
lasted one hour. W ith in  a week he was pronounced 
pro fic ient.

Hurrah for King George Windsor! He has started on 
a wonderful idea, which is capable of considerable expansion.

Why should lie work shifts of only two and a half hours? 
And why only two nights a week? What else is he doing that’s 
of any use to anybody? The world can easily dispense with 
his signature on papers, his pinning medals on war crip­
ples, etc.

It took George Windsor only a week to be pronounced 
proficient by the foreman. That’s fine —  lots of others can 
do likewise. All the coupon-clippers, front-office chairwarm- 
ers, boards of directors, labor relations ‘'experts,” time-study 
“engineers,” Dies Committee investigators, poll-tax Congress­
men, government propagandists, industrial "statesmen” and 
all the other parasites —  put them all to work!

Of course they wouldn’t like it, but they’d be dqing use­
ful work for the first time in their lives, and there arc enough 
of them to ease up the manpower shortage.

By keeping them busy they’d be out of harm’s way. No 
time to think up ways and means of chopping down the 
workers' wages. Too busy to sit on their moneybags, which 
could be used to pay for this war.

The night clubs of course would have to close, and cock­
tail parties would be at an end, and —  rich wives and lady 
friends also being put to work —  the Fifth Avenue fur and 
dress salons would be empty. But not a single thing of use- 
to the people would be lost if the upper classes- were put 
to work.

Hurrah for George Windsor! He has started something 
which we ought to expand until there isn’t a single parasite 
left idle!

p la in ts  he voiced were in no w ay 
the rea l issues. They were sim ­
p ly  the im m ediate p re te x t fo r  
m aking clear th a t fr ic t io n  was 
g ro w in g  between the A ng lo - 
A m erican bloc and the Soviet 
Union.

H is com p la in t th a t the Soviet 
press was no t re p o rtin g  A m e r­
ican “ a id ”  was re fu ted by C h a ir­
man Bloom o f the House F ore ign  
A ffa irs  Com m ittee, who cited 
from  the Soviet press “ ve ry  fu l l  
reports o f A m erican m il i ta ry  as­
sistance,”  inc lud ing  pub lica tion  
o f Lcnd-I.ease A d m in is tra to r 
S te ttin iu s ’ reports , C h u rch ill and 
Roosevelt speeches re fe rr in g  to  
A m erican and B r it is h  shipm ents 
to the Soviet U n ion, etc.

The fa c t is th a t the Soviet 
press, under orders fro m  the 
K rem lin , says more fo r  A ng lo - 
A m erican aid than is fe l t  by the 
Red A rm y  and the Soviet masses. 
F o r example, a t the tim e  o f the 
N o rth  A fr ic a n  invasion, S ta lin  
ha iled i t  saying i t  “ ra d ica lly  
changes the p o litica l and w a r s it ­
uation in Europe in fa v o r o f the 
A ng lo  - A m erican - Sovie t coa li­
t io n .”

T H E  A M O U N T  OF A ID

F a r sharper (han any statement 
from  the Soviet Union was Lord 
Beaverbrook’s characterization of 
Anglo-Am erican aid as "p a r­
sim onious”  and his estim ate tha t 
"since the Russians opened th e ir  
w in te r offensive they had captured 
more tanks and a irc ra ft  from  the

UMW Attack lit t le  Steel’ 
Formula, Seek $2 Pay Rise

By JO H N  B A T E S

As the United Mine Workers 
entered negotiations with the 
operators this, week for a $2 
per day wage boost covering 
450,000 bituminous coal miners 
all signs pointed to a direct 
clash with the W ar Labor 
Board which has clearly indi­
cated its intention of denying 
any pay rise which would vio­
la te  its  “ L i t t le  S teel”  fo rm u la . 
Since the m iners have previously 
receive^ the 15% rise over Jan. 
1941 levéis, considered perm issible 
by the W LB  fo rm u la .-there  seems 
l i t t le  chance th a t the W LB  w ill 
g ra n t the m iners ’ demands.

The in te n tio n  of the W LB  to 
deny w orkers ’ demands fo r pay 
increases to meet the skyrocke ting  
cost of liv in g , was made clear last 
week in  the decision handed down 
in  the e igh t m outh old ease of the 
West Coast a irc ra ft  workers. The 
m a jo r ity  o f the "p u b lic ”  and the 
employer representatives on the 
Board banded together to deny 
the wage raises asked by the w o rk­
ers and to g ra n t on ly  token 
boosts rang ing  from  4 to 7 cents 
per hour. Most of these increases 
were confined to so-called " in ­
equa lity ”  cases and fa iled  to rise 
any category o f wages up to levels 
of income demanded by health 
and decency standards.

A IR C R A F T  D E C IS IO N

The Boeing A irc ra ft, employees 
in  Seattle, memhers of the In te r­
national Association of M achin ists, 
A F L , received 4 V¿ cents per hour, 
h a lf of the southern C a lifo rn ia  
a irc ra ft  workers in  “ sub-standard”  
categories received 7!& cents per 
hour, but the great m a jo r ity  of 
the 230,000 w orkers involved were 
denied any general rise  in  pay.

(Continued on page 2)

Labor members of the W LB, 
who. w ith  "p u b lic ”  member Wayne 
L . Morse wrote a m in o r ity  report, 
charged tha t the decision had been 
dictated by Economic S tab iliza tion  
D irec to r James F. Byrnes. Byrnes 
had prev iously  announced th a t he 
intended to "ho ld  the lin e ”  against 
wage increases w h ich v io la te  the 
“ L i t t le  Steel”  yardstick.

The Boeing decision was a 
d irec t w a rn ing  to the m iners tha t 
the governm ent would deny th e ir 
demands fo r the ?2 pay boost. 
John L. Lew is, president of the 
UMW, has challenged the W LB  
a u th o r ity  on th is  issue and an­
nounced th a t the UMW would con­
tinue  its  figh t fo r the increase.

Speaking on March 3 before the 
T r i-D is tr ic t  convention of the 
UMW held in Scranton, Pa.. Lewis 
assailed the W LB , the OPA and 
the economic s tab ilize r, James 
Byrnes, as con s titu tin g  “ a court 
packed against labor.”  He charged 
tha t the "L it t le  Steel”  form ula 
was designed “ to fa tten  indus try  
and starve .the w orker.”

L E W IS ’ SPEECH

“ F or every ten b illio n  dollars 
spent by the governm ent on war 
m ateria ls  and supplies," said 
Lewis, "the re  is a b illio n  dollars 
in  p ro fit fo r  corporations.

“ I challenge any one to deny 
th a t in du s try  and finance under 
our governm ent's po licy are guar­
anteed against the h igh cost of 
production, the high cost of l iv ­
ing, and a p ro fit on top of tha t.”

In  announcing that he intended 
to disregard the W ar Labor Board 
in  the figh t fo r decent wages. 
Lew is said, " I  doubt w hether the 
workers w i l l  w ant me to place

Revokes Rights

F R A N K  C. W A L K E R

On Jan. 18 Postm aster General 
F rank  C. W a lke r was elected 
chairm an o f the Dem ocratic N a ­
tio n a l Com m ittee in  Chicago.

A f te r  the election was over,
W a lke r made a speech in  which 
he declared:

“ The very foundation  o f a dem­
ocracy is the o p p o rtu n ity  a ffo rd ­
'd its  people to determ ine the w ill 
o f the m a jo r ity  by an open de­
bate, by c o n flic t o f op in ion, by 
c ritic ism .”

On M ar. 3 W a lke r sighed Post 
O ffice  O rder No. 20260, revoking 
the second class m a ilin g  r ig h ts  o f 
The M ilita n t, whose on ly “ crim e”  
is tha t i t  has sought, “ by an open 
debate, by c o n flic t o f opinion, by „ 1 1  j - » 
c rit ic is m ,”  to  w in  the m a jo r ity  o f - f lU & i> I s t r l b u t e d  
the people to  its  soc ia lis t ideas.

In  the te rm s o f h is own speech 
in Chicago, W a lk e r’s O rder No.
20260 is a blow against “ the very 
foundation o f a democracy.”

(Continued on page 3)

C. P. Denounced 
For Plan to Bring 
Back the Speedup
Report WLB Will 
Soon Start- Drive 
To Extend Speedup

By P H IL IP  B L A K E

The Communist Party has 
become such a reactionary force 
in the «labor movement that it 
is now subject to justified cri­
ticism by the conservative 
union leaders —  from the left.

Several m onths ago, when the 
eve r-ris in g  cost o f l iv in g  re s u lt­
ed in increasing demands fo r  
wage increases, the  S ta lin is ts  
worked out a “ p ro g ra m ”  design­
ed to keep th e ir  members fro m  
com ing in to  d irec t and open con­
f l ic t  w ith  the w o rke rs ’ demands 
and thus being discred ited and 
isolated. As presented by E a rl 
B row der and la te r am p lified  by 
the S ta lin is t press, th is  program , 
termed a “ wage incentive plan,”  
boiled down to  no th ing  more or 
less than the speedup, and the 
S ta lin is ts  w ith in  the unions have 
been c lam oring fo r  its  un ive rsa l 
adoption ever since.

Decree Threatening Paper To 
Be Challenged In The Courts
Meanwhile Publication W ill Continue and 
Be Sent by U. S. 3rd-and 4th-Class Mail

T he  a ttack  on the  m a ilin g  r ig h ts  o f  The M il i ta n t , 
in it ia te d  last N ovem ber by A tto rn e y  G enera l B id d le  
and the  Post O ffic e , was c lim axe d  th is  week by an 
a d m in is tra tiv e  decree o f  P ostm aste r G enera l F ra n k  
C. W a lk e r, re v o k in g  the  second-class m a ilin g  p r iv i ­
leges o f  th is  paper.

W a lk e r ’s ru lin g ,  lis te d  in  the  reco rds  as Post O f­
fice  O rd e r N o. 2 0 2 6 0  and m ade p u b lic  in  W ash ing ­
ton  on  M a rch  7, was the  a d m in is tra t io n ’ s f irs t  d e f­
in it iv e  d en ia l o f  d em ocra tic  r ig h ts  to  an an ti-fasc is t 
la b o r pape r in  W o r ld  W a r I I .  T he  o rd e r its e lf  p la in ­
ly  ind ica tes  th a t the  P ostm aste r G enera l based h is  
dec is ion  on  o p in io n s  u p h e ld  in  W o r ld  W a r I  b y  the  
re a c tio n a ry  judges w ho  u tiliz e d  the  w ar h ys te ria  to  
suppress' scores o f  la b o r papers —  o p in io n s  w h ich  
s t i l l  s t in k  in  the  n o s tr ils  o f  a ll advocates o f  fre e  
speech and fre e  press.

Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  the  W a lk e r o rd e r was m ade 
p u b lic , T he  M il ita n t  announced to  the  press th a t i t  
was g o ing  to  cha llenge  th e & 
o rd e r in  the  co u rts  and

(Continued on page 2)

m
seek to  rega in  its  second 
class r ig h ts , the  loss o f  
w h ich  m akes i t  exceed ing­
ly  d i f f ic u l t  fo r  a na tio n - 

newspa­
p e r t o  o pe ra te ."M eanw liile  
T he  M il i ta n t  w i l l  co n tin u e
to he published, presenting its  
socia lis t views on the problems 
facing the people, and w il l  be 
dispatched to its  subscribers 
through the U. S. m ails  as th ird — 
and fourth-class m atte r, w h ich  is 
much more expensive than second- 
class m ail.

S T A TU S  OF ‘LA B O R  A C T IO N ’

I t  was also learned th is  week 
th a t fo r the firs t tim e since last 
December the- newspaper, Labor  
Action, was dispatched from  New 
Y ork w ith o u t any delay and w ith ­
out f irs t having been examined in 
W ashington.

The publishers of Labor Action  
have been notified by the postal 
au tho ritie s  th a t “ fo r the present, 
fu tu re  issues w ill likew ise  be 
dispatched."

A T T A C K  B E G A N  NO V. L A S T

The Post Office in te rfe rence 
w ith  The M i l i ta n t  began last 
November, a fte r the appearance 
o f the Nov. 7 issue and s im u ltane­
ously w ith  the U. S. invasion of 
N o rth  A frica .

W ith o u t any no tifica tion  o r ex­
p lanation , the New Y ork  postal 
au tho ritie s  look over the issues of 
the paper as they were deposited 
fo r de livery, and held them w h ile  
offic ia ls in  W ashington examined 
th e ir  contents.

A fte r delays rang ing  up to two 
weeks, three of the November 
issues and one December issue 
were ordered destroyed. The others 
were fin a lly  delivered.

In  December the Post Office also 
in te rfe red  w ith  the de live ry of 
the T ro ts k y is t m on th ly  magazine. 
Fovrt j i  In ternat ional.  The Decem­
ber issue was destroyed; the 
January and February Issues were

delivered a fte r long delays, and 
the March issue, deposited a week 
ago, has s t i l l  not been released.

D u ring  the f irs t week in  January 
The M i l i ta n t  was notified by the 
S o lic ito r's  Office o f the Postmaster 
General in  W ashington to show 
cause w hy its  second-class m a ilin g  
priv ileges should not be revoked.

Accom panying the show cause 
order were 27 excerpts from  The' 
M il i ta n t  w h ich  were cited by the

(Continued on page 2)

Unions Help in 
Kelly Postal Case

Three more unions have sent 
contributions to the Kelly Pos­
tal Defense Fund, the Civil 
Rights Defense Committee re­
ported this week. The unions 
were:

Sacram ento CIO  Council, C a lif.
T w in  C ities Jo in t Board o f the 

Am algam ated C lo th ing  W orkers, 
CIO, M inn.

Local 560. U n ited  A u to  W o rk ­
ers, CIO, E l C e rrito . C a lif.

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee  is conducting the drive  to  
raise money fo r  the legal expens­
es involved in the appeal to the 
M innesota Supreme C o u rt o f the 
convic tion o f K e lly  Posta l, Secre­
ta ry -T re a s u re r o f Local 544-CIO,' 
A t  the in s tig a tio n  o f A F L  Team ­
ste rs ’ P resident Danie l J. Tobin, 
Postal was fram ed up on the 
charge o f “ em bezzling”  union 
funds, a lthough he had m ere ly  
executed the w ish  o f Local 544’s 
membership to  tra n s fe r  th e ir  lo ­
cal funds fro m  the A F L  to  the 
CIO.

The s to ry  o f the K e lly  Posta l 
case, w r itte n  by the noted au­
thor, James T. F a rre ll,  w i l l  /be 
found on Page 3 o f th is  issue.

A ll labo r o rgan iza tions and 
friends o f c iv il libe rties  are urged 
to send con tribu tions  fo r  K e lly  
P osta l’s defense to the C iv il 
R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee a t 160 
F if th  Ave., New Y o rk  C ity .

B u lle tin

Natalia Trotsky 
Seriously III

March 9. —  The M il ita n t  is 
very sorry  to have to report tha t 
it  today received the news from  
M exico th a t N a ta lia  Sedov T ro t­
sky, w idow o f Leon T ro tsky , is 
g rave ly  il l .

The te legram  con ta in ing  th is  
in fo rm a tio n  stated on ly th a t th is  
heroic and life -lo n g  f ig h te r  in the 
revo lu tiona ry  labor movement 
had been s tricken  by an in fection  
and-heart troub le , and was under 
the care o f a specia list. N e x t 
week’s issue w ill c a rry  fu r th e r 
in fo rm a tio n .

Stalin's Murder Of Erlich And A lte r
In the midst of our rejoicing at the Soviet victories comes the news that 

Stalin, by the murder of two anti-fascist labor leaders, has given the reactionaries 
new weapons against the Soviet Union. Despite our fundamental political differ­
ences with Henryk Erlich and Vjctor Alter, leaders of the Jewish Socialist Feder­
ation ol Poland, we brand as a vicious frameup the Stalinist claim that these 

Polish labor leaders were agents of the Nazis.
H E A R  T H E  T R U T H  A B O U T  T H E S E  M U R D E R S . A T T E N D  T H E  LE C T U R E  BY

ALBERT GOLDMAN
A tto rn e y  fo r  Leon T ro ts k y — Noted Labor Law yer
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A Short History 
O f‘The Militant’

Commitment Sought From USSR
By H E L E N  R U S S E LL

O ur firs t a rtic le  described the 
creation of The M i l i ta n t  in  re ­
sponse to the needs of the new ly 
form ed T ro ts k y is t movement. In  
its  f irs t  stage The M i l i ta n t  was 
p r im a r ily  a theore tica l organ 
devoted to pub lish ing  the  docu­
ments and expbunding the' posi­
t io n  of the L e ft Opposition against 
the  S ta lin is t bureaucracy. The 
pressure of ob jective ’ events'; how­
ever, soon presented a new h is to ric  
task— the figh t against the ris in g  
power o f fascism, above a ll in  
Germany.

The M i l i tan t ,  alone, c learly  
showed from  the beg inn ing  what 
fascism was and how to f ig h t it .  
I t  d id  no t m in im ize  the th rea t 
fascism was—as did  the S ta lin is ts  
— nor hide its  head from  the 
danger— as did  the Social Demo­
crats. The M i l i ta n t  pointed out 
th a t the world-w ide depression’ of 
1929 had plunged cap ita lism  in to  
a perm anent cris is  from  w h ich  i t  
Was no t able to recover. Capital 
ism , weak and to tte rin g , in  a 
desperate a ttem pt to stab ilize 
its e lf, was reso rting  more and 
more to its  on ly  rem a in ing  method 
— naked force against the w ork ing  
class: Socialism  o r fascism was 
the question on the order of the 
day fo r  the w o rk in g  class.

T he 'T ro tsky is ts , above a ll others 
too, realized th a t the German 
events would in fluence the fate of 
the  w orkers everywhere fo r  m any 
years to come. In  Its  analyses of 
the pa rliam en ta ry  election re turns, 
The M i l i t a n t  pointed out th a t no 
mere leg is la tive  skirm ishes were 
occu rring  bu t ra th e r the struggle 
fo r  power between the w o rk ing  
Class and the cap ita lis t ru le rs  was 
be ing posed w ith  k n lfe llk e  sharp­
ness. In  numerous artic les  the 
paper warned tha t a v ic to ry  of 
fascism would be a te rr ib le  blow 
to  the w orkers and Increase the 
like liho od  of w a r against the 
Soviet Union.

Leon T ro ts k y ’s great works of 
th a t period were a weekly feature 
of The M i l i tan t .  La te r many of 
these artic les  were collected to 
fo rm  such books and pamphlets 
as "G erm any— the Key to the In ­
te rna tion a l Question,”  "W  h a t  
Next?—V ita l Questions fo r  the 
German P ro le ta ria t,”  "The Only 
Road,”  etc., issued by P ioneer 
Publishers.

The task of rousing the workers 
to  the danger o f fascism and o r­
gan iz ing  them in to  a un ited  fro n t 
to  defeat i t  was the tremendous 
Job o f The M i l i ta n t  of the 1930-34 
years. As the tempo of the Ger­
m an events quickened and the 
c ris is  grew m ore serious, The 
M il i ta n t ,  responding to its  revo lu­
t io n a ry  task, came ou t three times 
a week.

N o t on ly  cap ita lism  was dying. 
The M i l i t a n t  pointed out, b u t also 
the parties and program s tied  to 
cap ita lism . The Social-Democrats 
fo r  years had based themselves 
on the m aintenance o f the status 
quo and above a ll wanted peace 
and order w h ile  they collected the 
crumbs tossed to them  by th e ir  
im p e ria lis t masters. T h e ir  pas
s iv i ly  and po licy of class-collabora­
tion , paralyzed the w o rk in g  class 
who had. depended upon them fo r 
leadership.

U n fo rtuna te ly , the on ly  other 
mass p a rty  in  the leadership of 
the w o rk in g  class was the S ta lin ­
is t' . In  th e ir  “ T h ird  P eriod”  ad­
ven turism , however, they suc­
ceeded on ly  in  iso la tin g  themselves 
fro m  the German masses by 
denouncing every o ther w o rk in g  
class organ ization as social-fascist. 
Thus they were unable to effect 
a ' un ited  fro n t o f the German 
W orking class against fascism, 
w h ich, as The M i l i ta n t  repeatedly 
pointed out, was the o n ly  effective 
means of fig h tin g  fascism. The 
German w o rkers ’ organizations, 
la ck in g  the necessary revo lu tiona ry  
leadership, were smashed to pieces 
under thé blows o f H it le r ’s gangB.

W h ile  the betrayers of the 
strugg le  fo r  socialism  may have 
ignored the tru e  an ti-fasc is t pro­
gram , H it le r  recognized the th rea t 
o f the in te rn a tio n a l revo lu tiona ry  
soc ia lis t message. As ea rly  as 
A p r i l  1929, a fte r T ro tsky  had 
applied in  va in  to the W eim ar 
Republic fo r  a visa, H it le r ’s 
Volkische Beohachter declared: 
“ In  the c ity  o f Germany where 
th is  in fam ous fe llow  (T ro tsky ) 
m ay have the nerve to ’take the 
cure,’ the N a tiona l Socia list Labor 
P a rty  (Nazis) w i l l  look a fte r the 
necessàry én ligh tm én t so th a t th is  
scouridrel who has made a g igantic  
corpse fac to ry  ou t of Russia, w i l l  
lose both hearing  and s ig h t.”  (V . 
y .  Times, A pr. 21, 1929.)

In  thé same way, apparently, 
B idd lé  and his Post Office as­
sociate's w ant us to  lose ou r voice 
as w e ll.

W ith  the  defeat of the German 
w o rk in g  class, the T h ird  In te r ­
na tiona l dem onstrated its  fina l 
and u tte r  bankruptcy. R ealiz ing 
th is , thé T ro ts k y is t movement set 
upon its  next course of develop­
ment, w h ich  we sha ll discuss in  
our next a rtic le .

(T h is  is the second in  a series 
o f a rtic les  dealing w ith  the h is ­
to ry  o f The M il i ta n t  since its  in ­
ception in  1928. The th ird  w i l l  
be p rin ted  ne x t week.)

(Continued fro m  page 1)

enemy than they had got from  the 
U. S. and B r ita in  in  the past 20 
m onths.”  (V . Y. Times, Feb. 4, 
1943.)

One can sa fe ly  assume th a t  the 
Red A rm y , know ing  the lim ite d  
diversion o f N a z i s tre n g th  crea­
ted by the N o rth  A fr ic a n  in va ­
sion, did no t share S ta lin ’s f u l ­
some pra ise o f the -A m e rica n  ac­
tion . As fo r  lerid-lease supplies, 
a ll correspondent’s te s t ify  th a t, as 
one would expect, i t  appears as 
a drop in  the bucket to  the  Soviet 
niasses in com parison to  th e ir  te r ­
r ib le  sacrifices.

In  the face o f th is  a tt itu d e  o f 
the Soviet masses, S ta lin  cannot 
go too fa r  in  exa gg era tin g  the 
actua l scope and va lue o f A ng lo - 
Am erican shipm ents to  the  Soviet 
U n ion. M oreover, confronted by 
g ro w in g  d ip lom atic  pressure fro m  
the' “ democracies,”  and' b y  no 
means certa in  th a t  th e y  w i l l  
s tr ik e  a ba rga in , he m ust a tte m p t 
to  ra l ly  h is forces fo r  d if f ic u lt  
days ahead by  em phasiz ing the 
exten t to  w h ich  the  v ic to ries  o f 
the Red A rm y  were won b y  its  
own e ffo rts .

Even so, A d m ira l S tandley 
q u ick ly  go t sa tis fac tion  on h is  
specific com p la in t when, a day 
la te r, the Moscow rad io  broad­
cast a fu l l  re p o rt on lend-lease 
aid. B u t th a t was n o t w h a t 
S tandley was re a lly  seeking. H is  
com p la in t was s im p ly  h is device 
fo r  em phasizing the f r ic t io n  w ith  
the  Soviet U n ion  and fo r  p u ttin g  
pressure on W ash ing ton  and Lon­
don to  move fa s te r in  pressing 
S ta lin  fo r  guarantees.

F IN L A N D  A N D  P O LA N D

T h e  im m edia te guarantees 
sought p robab ly  concern F in land. 
As the  p r in c ip a l press spokes­
men fo r  Am erican cap ita lism  
have been in d ic a tin g  fo r weeks 
the y  w a n t guarantees th a t i f  
F in land  w i l l  make peace i t  W ill 
receive “ honorable”  term s.

In  p la in  E n g lish  th is  means 
th a t, even though e n try  o f the 
Red A rm y  and N a vy  in to  F in land  
would lead to  heavy blows aga inst 
N azi bases in  N o rw a y  and N a z i 
iron  ore shipm ents fro m  Sweden, 
the Red forces should no t en ter 
F in land.

The dispute over F in lan d  is 
g ro w in g  sharper as the Red A rm y  
successes make ever m ore lik e ly  
a N azi re tre a t in the n o rth  which 
would separate the N azi f r o n t  
fro m  the F inn ish  f ro n t  and p u t 
a Soviet invasion o f F in la n d  on 
the agenda.

I f  the  im m edia te d ispute is 
over F in land , the same issue 
arises also fo r  w h a t was fo rm e r­
ly  E astern Poland, as the  Red 
A rm y  reaches the  upper D n ieper 
R iver.

The dispute is n o t m e re ly  over 
the pos t-w ar boundaries o f the 
Soviet U n ion. M uch m ore is in ­
volved. I t  is  a d ispu te  between 
the nationalized p ro pe rty , prod­
uct o f the October revo lu tion , on 
which the Soviet Un ion is based, 
and the fundam enta lly  d iffe re n t 
system o f c a p ita lis t p r iva te  p rop­
e rty  o f the “ democracies.”

As the Red A rm y  nears F in ­
land and Poland, the cap ita lis ts  
rem em ber w h a t happened when 
the Red A rm y  was advancing in  
E aste rn  Poland in  1939 and in  
Bessarabia in 1940. A s the  Red 
A rm y  approached, the  w orkers 
and poor peasants arose in  a 
re vo lu tio n a ry  wave. N o  m a tte r 
how cau tiously , the K re m lin , in  
o rder to  incorpora te  those t e r r i ­
to ries in to  the USSR, was com­
pelled to  ca ll upon the masses to 
fo rm  w orkers ’ com m ittees to seize 
the fac to ries , peasants’ com m it­
tees to  seize the land, p rov is iona l

ad m in is tra tion s  to  a rre s t the ip  
landlords, cap ita lis ts  and police, 
etc.

La te r, o f course, the K re m lin  
proceeded to  s t if le  the in it ia t iv e  
o f the w orkers  and peasants and 
to ga the r a ll power in to  the hands 
o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. B u t 
th a t did no t change the class 
character o f the re v o lu tio n a ry  ex­
p rop ria tions . The contagious e f­
fe c t o f these exp rop ria tions  was 
lim ite d  in  1939-40, when Europe 
was s t i l l  dom inated by  the Nazis, 
and the re  were s t ill- in ta c t bo u r­
geois arm ies in  F in land , Rum a­
nia, Y ugoslavia , B u lga ria , Greece, 
etc.

B u t now, i f  the Red A rm y  con­
tinues to advance? S ta lin  wants 
no European revo lu tion , b u t the 
“ in fe c tio n ”  m ay spread aga inst 
his w ill.  U n lik e  S ta lin  and his 
bureaucracy, we can be sure th a t 
the Red A rm y  soldiers and the 
Soviet masses would lik e  no th ing  
b e tte r than the  extension o f the 
October revo lu tion .

I t  is th is  s itua tion , one fra u g h t 
w ith  m o rta l danger to  w o rld  cap i­
ta lism , which is preoccupying 
W ash ing ton and London. Precise­
ly  because so much is a t stake, 
d iffe rences o f op in ion over ta c t i­
cal questions w ith in  the bourgeois 
cam p are lik e ly  to  lead to  isiich 
explosions as A d m ira l S tandley ’s 
s ta tem ent in  Moscow. He is an­
g ry  w ith  h is class bro thers  fo r  
th e ir  fa ilu re  to  move as ra p id ly  
and e ffe c tive ly  as he th in ks  is  
necessary, and his s ta tem ent was 
an a ttem p t to fo rce  th e ir  hand.

Roosevelt, on the o ther hand, 
is seeking to  secure the  objectives 
w h ich he has in  common w ith  
S tandley th rou gh  an agreem ent 
w ith  S ta lin . Through W allace ’s 
speech —  made the same day as 
S tandley’s s ta tem ent —  Roose­
v e lt assures S ta lin  th a t they 
should be able to  come to  ah 
agreement.

B u t W allace also warns S ta lin  
th a t U . S.-Soviet “ w a r would be 
inev itab le  i f  Russia should again 
embrace the T ro ts k y is t idea o f 
fom en ting  w orld -w ide revo lu tion ”  
— th a t is, S ta lin  m ust come to  an 
agreem ent w ith  W ashington 
r ig id ly  lim it in g  the te rr ito r ie s  to  
be incorporated in to  the  Soviet 
U n ion and, i f  exp rop ria tions in 
those te rr ito r ie s  insp ire  the mass­
es to  re vo lt in  the res t o f Europe, 
S ta lin  m ust he lp the “ democra­
cies”  crush thfise revo lu tions.

W h ile  ho ld ing  ou t hope fo r  an 
agreement, W allace leaves the  
w a y  open fo r  a new am algam  
id e n tify in g  fascism  and the So­
v ie t U n ion , as the  “ democracies’’ 
did d u rin g  the  H itle r -S ta lin  pact. 
“ T h is  ph ilosophy”  o f M arx ism , 
he says, “ in  some ways is the 
ch ild  o f P russian ism , because 
M arx , its  h igh  p ries t, was m old­
ed in  h is  th in k in g  by  Hegel, the 
g re a t ph ilosopher o f the  Prussian 
State. M arx ian ism  has used the 
Cheka, ju s t as Prussianism  has 
used the Gestapo. . .”

T H E  B A S IC  D IS P U T E

The present disputes between 
the “ democracies”  and the Soviet 
governm ent m ay be resolved fo r  
a tim e. S ta lin  m ay g ive  them  
s a tis fa c to ry  guarantees on F in ­
land and Poland in  re tu rn  fo r  
secondary concessions.

B u t the basic cause o f the d is­
pute —  the fundam enta l an tagon­
ism between the systems o f p r i­
vate p ro p e rty  and nationalized 
p ro p e rty  —  cannot be resolved. 
Sooner o r la te r  one o r the* o ther 
—  cap ita lism  o r the foundations 
o f socialism  —  m ust p reva il.

In  th a t s trugg le , today as w e ll 
as tom orrow , a ll class-conscious 
w orkers stand w ith  the Soviet 
U n ion  aga inst the  ca p ita lis t 
w orld , regard less o f w h a t S ta lin  
does o r does rio t do.

Stalin’s Slav International
Women In 

Industry
B y M A R IE  T A Y L O R

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T

The Stalinist intervention in 
Yugoslavia is an integral part 
of a far broader and deep going 
strategy, and can be fully un­
derstood only in this light.

In close connection with the 
“Liberation Fronts” in Yugo­
slavia and other countries in 
Nazi-occupied Europe, t h e  
kremlin has set up an extreme­
ly elaborate and rigidly con­
trolled apparatus. An organiz­
ation designated as "The A ll- 
Slav Rally” —  or “Conference” 
or “Congress,” as it is variously 
known —  is the most important 
and im posing p a rt of S ta lin 's  
la test bureaucratic construction, 
w ith  headquarters in  Moscow.

T h is  “ R a lly ”  m e t 'fo r  the firs t 
tim e on August 10 and I t ,  1941, 
tha t is, a t the he ight o f the firs t 
Nazi offensive w h ich  carried to 
the ve ry  o u tsk irts  o f Leningrad 
and Moscow itse lf. A t about the 
same tim e  C h u rch ill and Roos­
evelt were m eeting somewhere on 
the h igh  seas in  order to plan 
th e ir  own w ar stra tegy and 
"e ig h t po in t program .”

T H E  R A L L Y ’S A P P E A L

The p rim a ry  task of the A ll- 
Slav R a lly  was to organize a sec­
ond fro n t in  H it le r ’s rear. T h is  
task was ostensib ly accomplished 
by the adoption of an appeal "to  
the oppressed Slav people of E u ­
rope to rise  against H it le r ”  pre­
sented in  the name of a novelist, 
A lexe i To lstoy and solem nly adopt­
ed by the assembled gathering, 
w h ich  Moscow dispatches char­
acterized1 as a “ great ra l ly  of re ­
presentatives of a ll Slavs.”  The 
appeal and the R a lly  were w ide ly  
publicized.

W ith in  a -.fo rtn igh t the offic ia l 
Russian press and a ll its  agencies 
abroad were fea tu rin g  insp ired 
dispatches, centering round Yug­
oslavia, of w h ich  the fo llo w in g —  
from  Is tanbu l, T u rkey  —  is a 
m odel:

“ The Serb and M ontenegrin 
peoples have been s tirre d  in to  ac­
t io n  by the recent A ll-S lav R a lly  
held in  Moscow, i t  has been 
learned here (th a t is, in  Instan- 
bul, not Moscow). That, ra lly  
attended by representatives of

'All Slav Rally' Created by Kremlin to 
Further Its Aims in Europe and America

Militant’s Second 
Class Mail 
Rights Revoked

(Continued from  page 1)

Sunday Opert Fòrum

E. R. Frank Discusses 
Labor In W orld W ar II

A n audience of 100 people 
heard E, R. F ra n k  speak on "L a ­
bor and the Second W orld  W a r”  
last Sunday evening a t the Sun­
day Open Forum  sponsored by the 
New Y ork  School o f Social Sci­
ence. F ra n k  spoke in  place o f the 
well-know n N orthw est labor lead­
er, V. R. Dunne, who was sched­
uled to speak bu t was unable to 
appear because of illness.

Going back to a discussion of 
the f irs t  W orld  W ar, F ra n k  
showed how labor had enthuslast- 
t ic a lly  supported the professed 
aims of the W ilson  ad m in is tra ­
tion  as sum m arized In  the famous 
14 po ints. In  the period fo llo w ­
ing  the w ar, the masses became 
d is illus ioned as i t  became clear 
th a t the w a r had not been fought 
fo r  democracy and freedom  bu t, 
as W ilson h im se lf pu t It, “ fo r 
com m ercial supremacy.”

In  the present war, F ra n k  po in t­
ed out, labor once again supports 
the a d m in is tra tion , w h ich  asserts 
tha t I t  is fig h tin g  fo r  the “ fo u r 
freedoms”  and against fascism. 
T h is  tim e, however, the workers 
are suspicious o f the aims of the 
cap ita lis ts  and a t each new stage 
oppose the concrete w ar measures 
of the Roosevelt government, such 
as wage and job -freez ing , h igh  
taxes and r is in g  prices.

F rank  analyzed the ro le of the 
W ar Labor Board in  s t if l in g  the 
un ion movement and in  try in g  to 
make i t  ineffective. He pointed 
ou t th a t the on ly  way labor can 
find an answer to the problem of 
overcom ing thé in fluence of gov­
ernm ent bodies is by dem anding 
the im m edia te resignation  of un­
ion  members from  the W L B  and 
standing on its  own feet inde­
pendently o f governm ent contro l.

D u ring  the question and discus­
sion period, F ra n k  took up the 
cu rre n t ro le in  the labor move­
ment o f the S ta lin is ts , who oc­
cupy the extreme r ig h t w in g  and 
who are w ill in g  to give up a ll the 
w orkers ’ gains in  favo r o f increas­
ed production based upon the 
piece-work system. The ro le  of 
John L. Lew is  today also was ex­
amined and discussed.

F in a lly , in  answer to  a question 
rega rd ing  the prospects fo r  a na­
tion -w ide  Independent Labor P a r­
ty , F rank  showed how the possi­
b ilit ie s  fo r  such a p a rty  were 
becoming rea l and th a t the 
unions, i f  they wished to  surv ive  
and continue to  represent the p ro ­
gressive movem ent o f the w o rk ­
ers, would have to  e n te r the p o li­
t ic a l arena under th e ir  own ban­
ner.

au tho rities  as “ objectionable.”  The 
excerpts attacked B ig  Business, 
c ritic ized  a d m in is tra tion  policies 
such as J im  Crowism  and the 
Darlan deal, and advocated a 
W orkers ’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
m ent as the on ly  so lu tion  to the 
problems of w ar, fascism, unem­
ploym ent and rac ia l d isc rim in a ­
tion .

T H E  W A S H IN G T O N  
H E A R IN G

The hearing on the charges was 
held in  W ashington on Jan. 21, 
w h ile  President Roosevelt was in  
N o rth  A fr ic a  m eeting w ith  the 
fascist D a rlan ’s successor, G iraud. 
A t  the hearing i t  was established 
th a t the proceedings against the 
paper had been instiga ted by A t­
torney General B iddle, who had 
also in it ia te d  the infam ous M in ­
neapolis fram eup t r ia l of T ro tsky ­
is t and CIO leaders.

Post O ffice A t ty .  O’B rien  in ­
troduced an add itiona l 78 excerpts 
from  the paper as evidence and 
demanded the revocation of its  
m ail r ig h ts  on the ground th a t the 
effect of reading i t  m ig h t persuade 
some in d iv id u a l not to en list.

A lb e rt Goldman, a tto rney fo r 
The M i l i tan t ,  answered th is  argu­
m ent by showing th a t i t  could be 
used to revoke the m a il r ig h ts  of 
every paper th a t c ritic ized  a gov­
ernm ent o ffic ia l, because a ll such 
c ritic ism s  m ig h t have the effect­
in g  o f persuading someone not to 
en lis t. Osmond K. Fraenkel, repre­
sen ting  the Am erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  Union at the hearing, 
declared th a t the moves against 
th is  paper constituted “ the gravest 
th rea t to freedom o f the press 
th a t has thus fa r arisen ' in  th is  
w ar.”

The hearing  was conducted by 
three Post Office offic ia ls  assigned 
to the task by the Postmaster 
General. On Feb. 15 these offic ia ls 
subm itted th e ir  find ing and recom­
m endations to the Postmaster 
General, who was authorized to 
make the fina l decision in  the 
case.

On March 3 the Postmaster Gen­
era l signed Post Office Order 
20260 revoking the paper’s second- 
class righ ts . The order was not 
made pub lic  u n t il M arch 7. The 
Postmaster General spent the 
period between these two dates 
v is it in g  /  the W h ite  House, 
p a rtic ip a tin g  in  the celebration 
of the ten th  ann iversary  of Demo­
cra tic  P a rty  ru le  in  W ashington, 
and se ttin g  the p u b lic ity  ball 
ro llin g  fo r  a fou rth  term .

loading Slav peoples and u rg in g  
Slav u n ity  against oppression, is 
know'n about th roughou t the 
Balkans . . .

“ W ith in  Yugoslavia itse lf, resist- 
arice to the N&zi a rm y of occupa­
t io n  doubled and quadrupled. The 
M ontenegrins rep lied to the ap­
peal o f the A ll-S lav R a lly  w ith  
m il ita n t  action . . .

“ A  wave o f meetings are sweep­
in g  th roughout S lovakia  . . . The 
speakers called fo r a ll the Slovaks 
to u n ite  and together w ith  the 
Russians, U kra in ians, Byelorussi­
ans, Czechs, Poles and o ther Slav 
peoples, f ig h t fo r the lib e rty  of a ll 
the Slavs.”  (D a i ly  Worker,  Aug. 
24, 1941).

W ith in  two m onths Moscow re ­
ported:

"The gu e rilla  w arfa re  in  Po­
land and Yugoslavia is increasing 
and the anti-Germ an movement in  
Czechoslovakia is extending fa r 
and wide. A  conference of lead­
ers of g u e rilla  detachments of 
Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia, 
Herzegovina. Macedonia, V oyvd iiia  
and Montenegro was held recent­
ly  in  Bosnia m ountains.”  (D a i ly  
M'orker. Oct. 26, 1941). Yugoslavia 
presented the most fe r t ile  field of 
operation.

T IE S  W IT H  T H E  K R E M L IN

B u t the R a lly  and its  appeal 
d id  not qu ite  w o rk  these m iracles 
alone. These s w ift  developments 
can be in te rpre ted co rre c tly  on ly  
by ta k in g  in to  account the w o rk ­
ings behind the scene of S ta lin ’s 
w orld  w ide and colossal machine. 
And th is  is a ll the m ore easily* 
done since the S ta lin is ts  e ither 
have forgo tten  o r have chosen to 
ignore th e ir  o rig in a l c la im  that 
the A ll-S lav  R a lly  ac tua lly  In i­
tia ted  gu e rilla  a c tiv ity  and in  
pa rticu la r, b rought about the u n i­
fica tion  of P artisan forces in  Yug­
oslavia. One A lb e rt Popovich now 
w rite s  in  the c u rre n t March issue 
of The Com m unis t:

“ In  the m iddle of August, 1941, 
insp ired by ¡the great struggles 
of the Soviet people and the A ll-  
Slav Conference in  Moscow, a 
N ationa l Partisan Conference Was 
held in  Bosnia w h ich organized 
a centra l leadership o f the armed 
forces o f the People’s U n ited 
F ron t fo r  the lib e ra tio n  of Yugo­
s lav ia  from  H it le r .”

T h is  is  fa r  closer to the tru th . 
I t  constitutes a sem i-offic ial con­
firm a tion  of the close connection 
between the “ A ll-S lav Conference”  
( th a t is, the K re m lin ) and the 
Yugoslav Partisans (th a t is, the 
K re m lin ’s Yugoslav agency). More­
over we get here a verifica tion  of 
the fac t th a t the sim ultaneous 
fo rm a tion— by the m idd le  of

August, 1941— of these two lead­
in g  bodies— one in  Bosnia and the 
other in  Moscow— represent two 
d iffe re n t organ iza tiona l form s 
serving one' and, the same policy.

The ve ry  location  of the A ll-  
Slav R a lly  in  Moscow is su ffic ien t 
evidence tha t i t  is ca re fu lly  hand­
picked and S ta lin ls t-contro iied  
from  top to bottom. There is no 
lack, however, of add itiona l proof.

A D D IT IO N A L  PROOF

V ir tu a lly  the same in d iv idu a ls  
tha t were selected in  August 1941 
rem ain a t its  head today. Most 
prom inent are of course” the 25 
members of its  Central Executive 
Committee w h ich  bears the t it le  
of “ The A ll-S lav  Committee.”

The Chairm an of th is  executive 
body is a Red. A rm y  general, 

A lexander Gundorov. Several other 
representatives o f the Red A rm y 
serve on the Committee, whose 
firs t V ice-Chairm an is A. K o r­
neichuk, a member of the Supreme 
Council of the USSR and closely 
connected w ith  the General S ta ff 
of the Red A rm y.

Among the o the f vice-chairmen 
are feuch notable S ta lin is t stooges 
as Zdenko Najed lich, Professor of 
Prague U n ive rs ity , and Bozliiriav 
M aslarich, Professor of Belgrade 
U n ivers ity .

Am ong the executive secretaries 
are S ta lin is t functiona ries  lik e  
Anatole Lavren tiev  and V la d im ir  
Osm inin. A no ther secretary, Juro 
Salay is a paid flunkey.

S t il l o ther em inent niembers of 
the Committee are lite ra ry  ligh ts  
from  A lexei Tolstoy, the Russian 
novelist, and the less known 
Yugoslav poet, Rodule S tijensky 
down to  such GPU hacks as Ivan 
Regent, a S lovenian jo u rn a lis t 
now invested w ith  the t i t le  "S lo ­
venian p o lit ic a l leader.”  Equally 
publicized are figureheads like  
D m itr i V lakhov, "Macedonia p o li­
tica l leader"; T im ofe i Gorbunov, 
“ Byelorussian po litica l le ade r;’’ 
Ferdinand Kozovsky, “ Bu lgarian  
po litica l leader,”  etc. etc.

The arena of a c tiv ity  of the A ll- 
S lav R a lly  is by no means lim ited  
to Yugoslavia and continenta l 
Europe but extends to England 
and beyond: Canada, A ustra lia ,
South Am erica and the USA.

IN  W E S TE R N  H E M IS P H E R E

In  the western hemisphere, the 
move to organize fo re ign  sections 
was made im m edia te ly  a fte r the 
parent body in  Moscow adjourned. 
In  two weeks, the local S ta lin is ts  
were s ta tin g  f la t ly  th a t “ the A ll- 
A m erica A ll S lav Congress w ill 
be held here d u rin g  the early 
fa ll.”  (D a i ly  W orker,  Aug. 26, 
1941.)

A  m onth la te r they were a l­
ready announcing the name, date 
and place, of the A m erican sec­
tio n : “ The Congress, known as 
the Slav Congress of Am erica, w i l l  
be held in  P ittsbu rgh  on Novem­
ber 21, 22 and 23;’ ’ (D a i ly  Worker, 
Sept. 28, 1941.)

The connection w ith  Moscow 
was ha rd ly  hidden:

“ Sponsors of the Congress . . . 
p red ic t th a t the Congress w ill 
be of in te rna tiona l significance, 
r iv a lle d  on ly  by the A ll-S lav Con­
ference held in  Moscow last 
m onth .”  (Idem.)

The Am erican section of S ta lin ’s 
“ Slav In te rn a tio n a l"  convened as 
scheduled. I t  is a m atte r of public 
record th a t its  ties w ith  Moscow 
go fa r  beyond mere exchanges of 
greetings w h ich  are signed as a 
ru le  fo r  the parent body by Gen­
era l Gondurov. A t the last session 
of the A ll-S lav Committee in  Moc- 
cow, on February 1ft of th is  
year, there were, two po in ts on 
the agenda, and according to 
dispatches passed by the K re m lin  
censors, the second reporter 
“ dw elt extensive ly on the a c tiv ity  
of Am erican Slav.”  (Slohndna 
Rech, Feb. 11.)

T H E  R A L L Y ’S ORGANS

Since last .Tune, the A ll-S lav 
R a lly  has been pub lish ing  in  the 
USSR Us o ffic ia l cen tra l organ, 
Slaviane  (S lavs). In  add ition  to 
th is  m on th ly  publication, i t  issues 
others in the various S lavic 
languages, the la test of them being 
a Polish magazine, 'Noire Wid- 
'nokregi and a Polish weekly, 
Wolna Polska  w h ich  appeared on 
M arch 1.

The R a lly  has a s ta ff of its  
own fo re ign  correspondents inside 
and outside the USSR as well as 
accredited "w a r correspondents of 
the A ll-S lav Com m ittee”  w ith  the 
Red A rm y  and w ith  the guerillas.

In  th is  country, over and above 
the established chain of S ta lin is t 
publications, the R a lly  is served 
by a Russian da ily , Russky Golos; 
a Serbian bi-weekly, Slohodna 
Rech; a Polish paper Polsk i Glos 
Ludow y;  a fo u rth  in  U kra in ian , 
Dnevne Novosti.  etc. O rganizations 
in  other countries fo llow  much the 
same pattern.

Next week we shall take tip the 
a u x ilia ry  in s titu tio n s  of the A ll- 
Slav R a lly , namely, “ The W om ­
en’s A n ti-F asc is t Committees,”  
and “ The A n ti-F asc is t Youth Con­
gress.”

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

C.P. Denounced For Plan 
To Bring Back Speedup

(Continued fro m  page 1)

The S ta lin is ts  fa v o r  the  speed­
up fo r  the fo llo w in g  reasons:

I t  can be presented to  w orkers 
seeking h igh e r wages as an a l­
te rna tive  to  s trugg le  w ith  the em­
ployers and the W a r Labor Board. 
“ A l l  you have to do is w o rk  fa s t­
er and produce m ore and you ’l l  
get m ore pay.”

I t  w i l l  no t'm e e t any opposition 
fro m  the em ployers o r the adm in­
is tra tio n , bo th  o f whom  are 
aga inst h igher h o u rly  wage rates. 
W hy should it?  They’ve always 
been in  fa v o r o f the speedup.

Thus i t  w i l l  a t  one and the 
same tim e  “ increase production  
fo r  the second f r o n t ”  and preserve 
the “ na tiona l u n ity ”  to  w h ich the 
S ta lin is ts  are so devoted —  the 
u n ity  o f exp lo ited and exp lo ite rs, 
w ith  the exp lo ite rs on top, o f 
course.

L E A F L E T S  A T T A C K  
S T A L IN IS T  C A M P A IG N

B u t s trang e ly  enough, the p ro ­
posal fo r  the speedup as the so­
lu tio n  to  la b o r’s problem s has no t 
made everyone happy. The na­
tion a l executive board o f the  CIO 
voted down a m otion  to  advocate 
an “ incen tive”  p lan  a t its  m eet­
in g  in  W ash ing ton la s t m onth.

A nd la s t week the M ich igan 
state convention o f the  Commun­
is t P a rty  complained b it te r ly  th a t 
lea fle ts  a tta ck in g  the S ta lin is ts  
fo r  sponsoring the no to rious ly  
an ti- la b o r “ Bedaux piece-work 
system,”  were being d is tribu te d  
to  w a r p lan ts in  the D e tro it  area.

The convention .even voted to  
send a le tte r  to  thé F B I,  demand­
in g  th a t i t  “ discover and expose”  
those who were g u ilty  o f issu ing 
th is  u n p a tr io tic  le a fle t. Said the 
S ta lin is t sta te  secretary, P a tr ic k  
Toohey:

“ The le a fle t is  a c tu a lly  an a t­
tack on the  wage incentive plan 
issued by the  W a r La bo r Board 
to speed up production  o f w a r 
m ate ria ls  by  p ro v id in g  a bonus 
plan fo r  w a r w orkers  w ith o u t

V io la ting  the  L it t le  Steel fo rm u la  
estab lish ing a m axim um  wage 
level., W e w a n t the people who 
are thus jeopard iz ing  w a r p ro ­
duction b ro ug h t ou t in to  the 
opeii.”

B u t before the F B I even go t 
the le tte r, Paul Ste. M arie , p res i­
dent o f F ord  Local 600 o f the 
CIO U n ited  A u to  W orkers , issued 
a sta tem ent p u b lic ly  ta k in g  re ­
spo n s ib ility  fo r  issu ing and c ir ­
cu la tin g  the le a fle t.

In  his s ta tem ent he once again 
denounced the S ta lin is ts  fo r  th e ir  
e ffo r ts  “ to b ring  back the s tre tch ­
ou t and speedup which the U A W  
has e lim inated fro m  iriost o rgan ­
ized p lan ts.”  And he correc tly  
branded the S ta lin is t a ttem p t to  
re in troduce the Bedaux speed-up 
bonus system as “ a b low  a t a ll 
th a t labor has gained in  the las t 
ten years.”

I t  is  tru e  th a t the W a r Labor 
Board some tim e  ago handed 
down a general ru l in g  p e rm ittin g  
“ incentive p h y " fo r  increased p ro ­
duction. U p to  now i t  has no t 
paid much a tten tion  to  th is  r u l­
ing. B u t riow the danger is g re a t 
th a t the Board m ay in  the near- 
fu tu re  in it ia te  a b ig  cam paign to 
boost the speedup-incentive bonus 
system.

On M arch 7 the N . Y . T im es 
p rin ted  a s to ry  re p o rtin g  a pre­
d ic tion  by A u s tin  M . F ishe r, “ la ­
bor re la tions  consu ltan t”  to about 
50 p lants, th a t w ith in  the nex t 
60 days the W L B  w i l l  adopt “ a 
de fin ite  po licy  app ro v ing  incen­
tives,”  w h ich  w i l l  re s u lt in  “ a 
tremendous resurgence o f indus- 
r ia l in te rests  in  incen tive  sys­

tems.”

H O W  “ IN C E N T IV E  
S Y S T E M ”  W O U LD  W O R K

F ishe r asserted th a t the adop­
tion  o f “ incentive system s”  in  a ll 
w a r p lan ts  would con tribu te  to 
the so lu tion  o f the  m anpower 
problem  by increasing production 
“ about 20%, w ith o u t the addition 
o f any w orkers .”  F ishe r said th a t 
he did n o t know  exa c tly  w h a t

fo rm  the declaration by  the Board 
w ill take, bu t th a t i t  “ w i l l  un­
doubtedly set up ce rta in  c r ite r ia  
fo r  the  establishm ent o f incentive 
systems, whether old or new, s im ­
i la r  o r m od ified o r re-engineered.

“ 1. The incentive system m ust 
not resu lt in  any increase in  u n it  
cost. I f  i t  w o rks p rope rly , o f 
course, there should be a decrease 
in  u n it  costs, because the  over­
head cost and labo r cost per u n it 
fa lls .

“ 2. The w orkers ’ increased 
w eekly ‘ take-hom e’ m ust fo llo w  
c le a rly  and d ire c tly  fro m  the fa c t 
o f increased productive e ffo r t.

“ 3. The increase in  weekly 
‘take-hom e’ need no t be in  d irec t 
ra tio  to  increased productive e f­
fo r t  bu t may be less than fu lly  
equiva lent to  i t . ”

NO B E N E F IT S  
FOR W O R KERS

F ishe r is much f ra n k e r  in  cer­
ta in  respects than the S ta lin is ts . 
He does no t pretend th a t these 
speedup proposals w i l l  solve the 
w o rke rs ’ e ffo r ts  to  meet the r is ­
in g  cost Of liv in g :

‘ ‘The question o f in fla t io n  
th rough  expanded w o rk e r income 
n a tu ra lly  arises in  connection 
w ith  incentive systems." M r. F ish ­
er pointed out. “ However, i t  is 
lik e ly  th a t a f te r  the W ar Labor 
Board issues a c lear-cu t s ta te ­
ment' o f po licy  on incentives i t  
w ill leave the job  o f s iphon irig  o f f  
whatever excess purchasing pow­
er develops to  the T reasu ry  De­
pa rtm ent.”  he said.

Thus the basis is be ing la id , 
according to  th is  in fo rm ed  labo r 
re la tions consu ltan t o f the boss­
es. fo r  a speedup o f the w orkers  
from  which in  the  end the w o rk ­
ers w i l l  ga in  no th ing.

I t  would be a dangerous m is ­
take, th is  “ p re d ic tion ”  shows, fo r  
the w orkers  to  believe they  can 
a ffo rd  to  igno re  th is  question ju s t 
because the S ta lin is ts  have thus 
fa r  made l i t t le  headway in  th e ir  
speedup d rive . A  cam paign sup-

C IO  A U X IL IA R Y  H IT S  
“ E Q U A L  R IG H T S ”  B IL L

A  vigorous pro test against the 
so-called “ Equal R igh ts”  amend­
m ent was lodged w ith  the Senate 
Ju d ic ia ry  Committee last week by 
the CIO Congress of Women’s 
A u x ilia rie s . A  statem ent by1 
E leanor Fow ler, secretary of the 
Congress, said:

“ On behalf of the Congress of 
Women's A u x ilia r ie s  of the CIO, 
I  w an t to reg is te r the strongest 
possible opposition to the so-called 
‘equal r ig h ts ’ am endm ent w h ich  
is pending before you r committee. 
The amendment would serve as a 
dangerous in s tru m en t to destroy 
many liard-w on r ig h ts  of women. 
I t  is generally agreed that, the 
effect of the ‘equal r ig h ts ’ 
prov is ion would be to abolish 
those laws w h ich  pro tect the 
economic, physical and social con­
d itions  of women, but do not 
apply equally to men.

“ The amendment would destroy 
p ro tective  in d u s tr ia l le g is la tio n  
and would impose extrem e h a rd ­
ships on w o rk in g  women. I t  
would create s im ila r  hardships fo r  
women in  o ther w alks of life . I t  
would underm ine laws Which 
relate to w idows’ pensions, the 
r ig h t of dependent- wives and c h il­
dren to support of the husband 
and fa ther, guardianship^ and 
many other r ig h ts  a ffec ting  fa m ily  
re lationships.

"The CIO A ux ilia rie s , together 
w ith  other labor organizations, 
liave always opposed d isc rim in a ­
tion  against women and have a l­
ways worked to secure rea l 
equa lity  fo r them. The ‘equal 
r ig h ts ’ amendment is not a 
sho rtcu t to equa lity  but would 
create a hundred in jus tices fo r 
every one i t  abolishes.”

W illia m  Green, speaking on be­
h a lf of the A F L , has also called 
fo r the defeat of the amendment. 
Local trade unions. CIO, A F L  and 
independent, should do likew ise.

F A C T O R Y  “ D IS C IP L IN E ”

M any women w orkers are being 
in troduced fo r the f irs t tim e  to 
fac to ry  “ d isc ip line .”  »They are 
find ing  tha t th 'eir en tire  lives m ust 
be rearranged and adjusted to f it  
th e ir  w o rk in g  conditions. T h e ir 
interests, opinions, and preferences 
are no longer decisive; instead 
they become part o f a large com­
pany, w ith  company rules to obey, 
and a long line  o f superintendents, 
foremen, etc. to see th a t these 
rules are carried out.

F acto ry  “ d isc ip lin e ”  teaches 
women jn  in d u s try  two im p o rtan t 
lessons. F irs t, the women learn 
th a t th e ir  problems are no t an 
in d iv id u a l m atter, bu t a ffect a ll 
women, and in  m ost casein 
men workers as we ll. Thus they 
find th a t personal wh im s and 
preferences m ust be replaced by 
a serious consideration o f w hat is 
best, fo r the workers as a whole.

Secondly, women workers learn 
th a t the owners of in d u s try  are 
not in  the least concerned w ith  
the problems w h ich  workers m ust 
face. They learn th a t cap ita lism , 
w h ich gears production to p ro fit, 
seeks to crush a ll in d iv id u a lity , 
a ll independent judgment, among 
the workers. Thus the ru l in g  class 
hopes to create a docile, obedient 
labor supply. B u t the w orkers also 
learn in  the process to combat 
th is  process th rough t l ie ir  unions, 
and w ith  the combined e ffo r t of 
the en tire  w o rk ing  class, to w o rk  
tow ard the establishm ent o f a 
society in  t l ie ir  own interests.

ported by  both the  ad m in is tra ­
tion , the employers and the Sta­
lin is ts  is a rea l th rea t.

U N IO N  LE A D E R S  C A N ’T  
BE D E P E N D E D  ON

F urthe rm ore , i t  does n o t fo l­
low, because the union leaders 
have thus fa r  shown no en thus i­
asm fo r the speedup campaign, 
th a t they w il l  take the same a t­
titude  tomorrow-. M ost o f the 
union leaders are a fra id  to  p u t 
up a rea l f ig h t  aga inst the W L B ’s 
L it t le  Steel fo rm u la , and F ishe r 
shrew dly po in ts out tha t they may 
be won over to the bonus-speedup 
idea “ because o f the  constant 
pressure fro m  w orkers  fo r  m ore 
‘take-hom e.’ ”

The union leaders are n o t en­
thus iastic  today, p r im a r ily  be­
cause they know  w h a t the  w o i’k -  
ers th in k  about the speedup; b u t 
i f  they though t i t  could be ‘sold ’ 
to the w orkers  o r i f  th e y  go t a 
l i t t le  pressure fro m  Roosevelt, 
they would re tre a t on th is  ques­
tion  as the y  have on so m any 
others since the w a r began.

I t  is the re fo re  necessary th a t 
the w orkers be w-arned a t once 
to speak out v igo rous ly  aga inst 
a ll speedup plans, no m a tte r who 
sponsors them ; to  le t  the  W a r 
Labor Board know-, even before i t  
takes the f i r s t  step in  th is  d irec­
tion , th a t la bo r w i l l  oppose a ll 
speedup plahs; to  p u t pressure on 
the labo r leaders and in fo rm  them  
in no uncerta in  te rm s th a t the  
workers w i l l  no t to le ra te  leaders 
who re tre a t on th is  question; and 
to voice s t i l l  louder th e ir  demands 
fo r  a r is in g  scale o f wages as the  
on ly means o f com ba tting  the 
ris in g  cost o f liv in g .
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r f l  1* "LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN-
I  h  p  NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE 
A  XJL LABOR WITH A .BLACK SKIN IS 

BRANDED" — KARL MARX.

N eg ro  S tru g g le
B y A lb e r t  P a rk e r  ¡

Propaganda As a Weapon Against Jim Crow
A  reader of The M i l i ta n t  lias 

sent: ns the fo llo w in g  le tte r:
“ I  have been reading your 

co lum n fo r over a year and I 
w ant to lt£  you know tha t I 
fo llo w  i t  w ith  in te res t each week 
because i t  deals in  such a con­
s is te n tly  in te llig e n t and honest 
m anner w ith  the problem facing 
the  Negro people. M y w o rk  re­
qu ires th a t I  read lnost of the 
im p o rta n t Negro weeklies, bu t I 
do n o t know of any other column 
th a t is w o rthy  of regu la r a tten tion, 
w ith  the exception of George 
S chuyler and J. A. Roger in  the 
Pit tsbu rgh  Courier. . .

“ The ch ie f purpose of th is  le tte r, 
however, is  to ask you to comment 
on M r. Schuyler's proposal for 
an in tensive  large-scale campaign 
o f educational propaganda to be 
directed toward the w h ite  masses, 
the  un ions and the w h ite  workers 
generally. Don’t you agree tha t 
such a campaign could do much 
to  e lim ina te  race pre jud ice among 
the  Negroes’ na tu ra l allies, the 
w h ite  workers, and th a t there­
fore i t  is  w o rth y  o f the sup­
p o rt o f every opponent of J im  
C row ism ?” . . .

Yes, we do agree th a t educa­
t io n a l propaganda is needed and 
can do much to  eradicate p re ju ­
dices among the w h ite  w orkers. 
The M il ita n t  its e lf  is  devoted to 
educating w h ite  w orkers as to  the 
m eaning and cause o f race p re ju ­
dice, in  the in te rests o f fo rg in g  
a f ig h t in g  u n ity  o f w h ite  and N e­
gro  w orkers aga inst th e ir  com­
mon enemies. A nd n a tu ra lly  i t  
welcomes and supports a ll e ffo r ts  
to  fa c il ita te  th is  u n ity .

I t  is  very  im p o rtan t fo r every 
advocate o f.eq ua lity  fo r the Negro 
people to understand the pa rt 
wh ich education plays in  both the 
s tim u la tio n  and the e lim in a tio n  of 
ra c ia l pre judice. Before we enter 
in to  th is , however, le t us say a 
word o r two about Schuyler's 
proposal.

H is  proposal, by the way, Is 
past the stage of discussion. A fte r 
stressing the need fo r such a pro­
jec t in  h is Pit tsburgh Courier, and 
a fte r  ge tting  an encouraging 
response from  m any of his 
readers, Schuyler and some of his 
friends  proceeded las t m onth to 
organize the Association fo r 
Tolerance in  Am erica, “ dedicated 
to  the task of e lim in a tin g  color 
p re jud ice th rough mass education 
in  tolerance.”  Its  tem porary head­
quarters is 270 Convent Avenue, 
N. Y. C.

As explained by Schuyler, the 
A T A  w i l l  “ supplement and fa c il i­
ta te  the w o rk  of ex is ting  organ­
iza tions (fig h tin g  J im  C row ism ) 
by p repa ring  the way psychologic­
a lly . I ts  job w il l  be ‘se lling ’ the 
Negro Am erican to the w h ite  
masses who have h ith e rto  been 
neglected by Negro propagandists 
who concentrated on the en­

lightened m in o r ity  o f Whites.”  I t  
plans by the use of rad io , b i l l ­
boards, illu s tra te d  leaflets, news­
paper, magazine and bus displays 
(o t r y  to dispel pre judice among 
whites against Negroes.

The f irs t  th in g  to  be noted is 
th a t Schuyler apparen tly  recog­
nizes th a t educational p ropagan­
da is on ly a supplem ent to  o rgan­
iza tion  and s trugg le , and n o t a 
subs titu te  fo r  them . Organized 
educational e ffo r ts  are necessary, 
bu t unless the Negroes jo in  to ­
gether in to  f ig h t in g  o rgan iza­
tions, they w il l  no t make any ap­
preciable progress.

The most hearten ing th in g  
about the A T A  and S chuyle r’s 
comments’ on th is  problem is tha t 
they are based on the understand­
in g  th a t the w h ite  workers are 
the real a llies of the Negro peo­
ple. Schuyler has often pointed 
out th a t the faces of m ost Negro 
groups are turned tow ard the 
w h ite  ru l in g  and m idd le  class 
elements, who have a t best, on ly 
a vague hum an ita rian  in te rest in  
the Negro question, and who are 
generally both u n w illin g  and un 
prepared to jo in  the Negroes in  
actual strugg le fo r th e ir  righ ts . 
I t  is good to see Negroes be­
g in n in g  to realize th a t th e ir  fate 
is bound up w ith  tha t of the w o rk ­
in g  class.

T h is  question o f education and 
propaganda is a t the very  root 
of the strugg le fo r  equality. Racial 
pre jud ice against the Negro would 
have died ou t long ago in  th is  
coun try  i f  i t  weren’t  fo r  the fact 
th a t a ll the m ain ins trum en ts  of 
education and propaganda are in  
the hands of the c a p ita lis t class, 
w h ich has an economic in te rest 
in  fos te ring  and m a in ta in in g  the 
m yth  o f "w h ite  supremacy.”  No 
one is born w ith  rac ia l pre judice 
— people are taugh t to accept i t  in  
the schools, the movies, the press, 
over the radio, in  the churches, 
etc.

We T ro tsky is ts  support a ll e f­
fo r ts  to  counteract the vicious 
propaganda o f the ru lin g  class 
and its  agents. B u t we always re ­
main aware th a t the m ain prob­
lem is to  take the e x is ting  means 
o f education and propaganda out 
o f the con tro l o f the ru lin g  class 
—  to set up a W orkers ’ and F a r­
m ers’ Governm ent w h ich w i l l  
make i t  im possib le fo r  anyone to 
bene fit econom ically fro m  rac ia l 
oppression an'd which w il l  u tiliz e  
a ll the pow erfu l educational chan­
nels to  eradicate pre judice.
* Meanwhile, wherever you w i l l  
find a T ro tsky is t— w hite  o r Negro 
— in  a trade un ion or any other 
k ind  of organization, you w ill 
find a person fig h tin g  to convince 
his w h ite  fe llow -w orkers tha t J im  
Crow is ha rm fu l to the in terests 
o f the workers o f a ll races and 
seeking thereby to u n ite  Negro 
and w h ite  in  the strugg le tha t w i l l  
forever abolish race prejudice.

Kelly Postal’s Conviction
B y James T . F a r re ll

Noted N o ve lis t and CRDC C hairm an

The C iv il Rights Defense Committee, o f 160 F ifth  Avenue, 
New York, this week released the fo llow ing statement on the 
K e lly  Postal case by fames T. Farrell, noted zvriter and chairman 

.of the C R D C :

Today K e lly  Postal* Secre tary- £>■
T reasu rer o f M inneapolis Team 
sters Local 544-CIO, faces up to 
f iv e  years in  prison. He is the 
v ic tim  o f one o f the m ost vicious 
fram eups and cam paigns o f per­
secution in  Am erican labor h is ­
to ry . Here is the s to ry  behind his 
conviction.

F o r ten years K e lly  Postal has
been a leader of the M inneapolis 
teamsters. He helped organize 
them d u rin g  thVee severe s trikes 
in  1934. Ho battled w ith  them on 
dozens o f p icket lines. Postal was 
firs t chosen Secretary-Treasurer of 
Local 544 in  1938 and has been 
dem ocra tica lly re-elected each year 
since.

In  June 1941 a long-standing 
co n flic t over questions of trade 
un ion democracy between Local 
544 and Danie l J. Tobin, President 
of the A F L  Teamsters In te rn a ­
tional, came to a head. The mem­
bership o f Local 544 decided in  
June, 1941 by a v ir tu a lly  unan im ­
ous vote to d isa ffilia te  from  the 
A F L  and jo in  the CIO. K e lly  
Postal was one o f three delegates 
sent to represent Local 544 a t the 
Teamsters In te rn a tion a l Executive 
Board m eeting held in  W ashington 
on June 3, 1940. As one of the 
p rinc ip a l defenders of the 544 
leadership against the charges 
presented a t th is  hearing  and as 
a leading figure in  the subsequent 
struggle, Postal in curred  the 
en m ity  of Tobin.

T O B IN ’S M O VES 
A G A IN S T  P O S TA L

Tob in  made his f irs t  move 
against K e lly  Postal personally 
when Postal was ind ic ted together 
w ith  28 Socia list W orkers P arty  
leaders and 544-CIO members in 
the famous M inneapolis labor case 
o f 1941. T h is  prosecution wi^s 
in it ia le d  by the D epartm ent of 
Justice a fte r Tobin 's e x p lic it ap­
peal to President Roosevelt.

Postal, however, was one o f the 
five defendants com pletely cleared 
by the ju ry  a t the close of th is  
tr ia l.

H av ing  fa iled  to obta in  a fed­
era l conviction, Tobin then press­
ed the Hennepin County D is tr ic t 
A tto rn e y  to  b r in g  charges o f 
“ embezzlement”  aga inst Postal. 
Postal was never accused o f m is­
us ing these funds personally . As 
S ecre tary-T reasurer o f the local 
union, he m ere ly obeyed the  una­
nim ous vote o f the union mem ­
bership a t a re g u la r m eeting to  
take 544’s funds w ith  them  out 
n f the A F L  and in to  the CIO. 
These funds belonged to  the local 
union, since a ll pe r-cap ita  taxes 
had been paid to  the In te rn a tio n ­
al.

Postal was ind ic ted 6 together 
w ith  M iles Dunne, President of 
Local 544-CIO, who had also been

International Notes
B y B E T T Y  K U E H N

H it le r ’s m ain weapon today, as 
The M il ita n t  has o ften  explained, 
is  the German w o rkers ’ fe a r o f a 
second and worse V ersa illes 
tre a ty .

Polish w orkers, re tu rn in g  fro m  
forced labo r on the N azi fo r t if ic a ­
tions o f the eastern fro n t,  cor­
robora te  our s tatem ent. They 
say, according to  the  M arch 5 
Polish labo r paper, Poland F igh ts , 
the fo llo w in g  about the m ora le 
o f the  German so ld ie r:

“ The on ly th in g  th a t keeps him 
at' the f ro n t  today is fea r o f s lav­
ery  and fea r o f the revenge o f the 
conquered nations.”

T h is ’ corroboration is especially 
im p o rta n t since i t  comes th rough  
a paper w h ich  is in  fa v o r o f pun­
ish ing  the Germans w ith  another 
Versa illes.

A  second altd worse Versa illes 
is a ll th a t the c a p ita lis t powers 
can o ffe r. O n ly  a W orke rs ’ and 
F a rm ers ’ Governm ent in  the  U n i­
ted States could assure rea l fre e ­
dom fo r  a ll na tion a litie s  o f the 
w o rld  and thus take H it le r ’s main 
weapon away fro m  h im .

* * *
Am azem ent a t the “ h igh  cu l­

tu ra l standards o f the  Russian 
masses”  and the “ in te rn a l fo rce ”  
o f  the Russian peasant woman 
was expressed by a m em ber o f the 
s ta f f  o f the B e rlin  R ussian-lan­
guage paper Novoye Slovo.

A f te r  spending some tim e  in  
Nazi-occupied Smolensk, the re ­
p o rte r published the s to ry  o f his 
experience.

Q uotations -from  h is s to ry  are 
cited by Solomon Schwarz in  the 
Feb. 22 New Republic as fo llo w s : 

“ A t  f i r s t  contact, you w i l l  be 
amazed by many a th in g , and 
above a ll by the language which 
the sim ple coun try  woman uses 
in  ta lk in g  to you. The revo lu tion  
has b rough t in to  use m any words 
th a t before i t  were the m onopoly 
o f the  ‘ in te lle c tu a l’ classes un­
known in  the fa c to ry  and in  the 
coun try . . . .

“ You w il l  notice no trace o f 
h u m ility  in  the average Russian, 
who has acquired some k ind o f 
p o litica l inw ard  self-conscious­
ness o f his own. . .”

*  *  *

W hen the Japanese invaded 
Java ne a rly  a year ago, (he na­
tives learned w h a t the slogan 
“ G reater A s ia ”  re a lly  means —  a 
g re a te r A s ia  w ith  the Japanese 
im p e ria lis ts  as the super-exp lo it­
er.

T h is  brow n exp lo ite r m ay some 
day f in d  i t  convenient to come to 
an understand ing w ith  the w h ite  
im p e ria lis t exp lo ite rs  whom he 
has ousted fo r  the mom ent. T h a t 
understand ing w ould, o f course, 
be directed aga inst the colonial 
masses. A cco rd ing ly , the Japan­
ese conqueror makes a d is tinc tio n  
between the colon ia l na tives and 
the w h ite  races:

“ . . . the trea tm e n t o f the w h ite  
population was, on the  whole, no t 
b ru ta l. Jap soldiers pu t on a hum ­
ble, even shy m anner, sa lu tin g  
and g rin n in g  a t the w h ites and 
asking favo rs  w ith  a ‘s o rry ’ o r 
a ‘ please’ . Ruthless b ru ta li ty  was 
saved fo r  the na tive  Javanese.

“ N atives who fa ile d  to  bow 
prope rly  were beaten w ith  r if le  
bu tts . H u n g ry  Javanese who 
tr ie d  to  steal rice  were machine- 
gunned o r seized and dragged 
in to  the public square. Then they 
cut o f f  his hands, o r h is  head.” —  
Tim e, M arch 1. |

acquitted in  the Federal t r ia l,  and 
Moe H ork , one of the few 544- 
CIO offic ia ls  who had escaped 
in d ic tm en t in  the Federal case. 
T iie  bu lk  of the ind ictm ents, how­
ever, were heaped upon K e lly  
Postal. There were five counts 
against h im , two against M iles 
Dunne, and one against H ork.

TOBIN THREATENS JAIL 
FOR UNION OPPONENTS

P O S TA L C L E A R E D  IN  
F IR S T  T R IA L

In  Postal’s f irs t  t r ia l  fo r em­
bezzlement in  January 1942, 
pres id ing Judge H a il directed the 
ju ry  to discharge the case, thus 
c learing  Postal on the f irs t  count 
in  the in d ic tm e n t against, h im .
Judge H a ll declared, a fte r presen­
ta tion  of the testim ony, th a t no 
c r im in a l in te n t had been estab­
lished by the s la te  prosecutors.

Tobin then pu t pressure upon 
the County A tto rne y  to b ring  
Postal to t r ia l  fo r  a second tim e 
on the same k in d  of ind ic tm ent.
T h is  second in d ic tm e n t d iffe red 
from  the f irs t on ly  in  the amount 
o f money Postal was alleged to 
have embezzled. The evidence and 
witnesses were substan tia lly  the 
same. Nevertheless th is  tim e, on 
May 1st 1942, Postal was found 
“ g u ilty .”

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee  has undertaken K e lly  
Postal's defense. On February 15,
1943, our defense attorneys filed 
brie fs  appealing Posta l’s convic­
tion  to the M innesota Supreme 
Court. The fina l o ra l argum ent on 
th is  appeal w i l l  probably be heard 
early  th is  summer.

Unless the conviction is reversed, 
th is  honorable and m il ita n t  trade 
un ion leader w i l l  go to prison be­
cause o f h is  devotion to trade 
un ion democracy.

There is fa r  more involved in  
th is  case, however, than  the act 
o f in jus tice  aga inst K e lly  Posta l 
h im se lf. The issue involved in  his 
case is o f v ita l im portance to  the 
en tire  trade  un ion movement.
T ha t issue is : Do the members 
o f a trade  union have the demo­
c ra tic  r ig h t  to  decide fo r  them ­
selves the d isposition o f th e ir  
union funds?

I f  K e lly  Postal can be ja iled  fo r 
“ embezzlement,”  then the officers 
o f the CIO could have been con­
no ted  when they le f t  the A F L  
and took th e ir  funds along w ith  
them. I f  Postal’s conviction stands, 
th is  precedent can be used to 
deprive unions o f th e ir  domecratic 
r ig h t  to use th e ir  funds as the 
membership directs.

T ha t is  w hy we have undertaken 
K e lly  Posta l’s defense and ask 
every fr ien d  of c iv i l libe rties  and 
the en tire  labo r movement fo r 
m a te ria l and m ora l aid in  h is I be compelled to  rem ove them 
case. I from  office .”

From Judge Hall's Statement to tiie Jury 
Directing Discharge of Postal Case

“ By a resolution of the majority of the Local 544 mem­
bership, he (Postal) was directed to turn over all of the monies 
of the union to the Union Defense Committee. That this reso­
lution, directing him to turn over the monies was open and 
avowed, cannot be disputed, as it was heard, according to 
State witnesses, through the loud-speaker system, even by 
those assembled outside the building.

“The membership of the union must have believed they 
had a right to transfer these monies by resolution, as they 
attempted to do. Postal, the defendant, was the agent and 
steward of the membership and turned over their money at 
theif'direction.” ,

— February, 1942.

Stalin And Post-War Europe
---------------------  B y  M . M o rr is o n  ---------------------

Daniel J. Tobin’s treacherous 
collaboration with federal and 
state officials to destroy union 
democracy in the Minneapolis 
teamsters’ movement in 1941 
was not an isolated incident, it 
was revealed last week. On the 
contrary, Tobin is still using his 
influence with the administra­
tion to secure governmental re­
pressions against all those with­
in the A FL  Teamsters Union 
who oppose his reactionary po­
licies and his dictatorial rule.

W rit in g  in  the la te s t issue o f 
In te rn a tio n a l Team ster, the o f f i­
c ia l o rgan o f the un ion, Tob in  
stated th a t  he was cooperating 
w ith  “ ce rta in  departm ents o f 
governm ent”  in  exp e llin g  m il i ­
tan ts  fro m  the  un ion, and de­
clared:

“ We haVe ce rta in  ind iv idua ls  in 
some la rge  c ities  Who are under 
observation and whose personal 
and fa m ily  contacts a te also u n ­
der observatibn.”

This can o n ly  mean th a t Tobin 
has again appealed fo r  aid fro m  
the D epartm eht o f Justice and 
the F B I, as he did in  the M innea­
polis case, and th a t he is us ing 
th is  aid to  in tim id a te  and e lim in ­
ate h is un ion opponents.

E X P U L S IO N  P O LIC Y

Tobin, o f course, does no t re ly  
on the governm ent alone to  purge 
those who w a n t to  defend the 
teamsters’ conditions. He is ready 
and w ill in g  to  do a good deal o f 
the d ir ty  w o rk  h im se lf, w a rn in g  
th a t:

“ Local union o ffice rs  w i l l  have 
to  p re fe r charges aga inst such in ­
d iv idua ls (w ho are under observ­
a tio n ) and suspend them  fro m  
m embership. I f  local unirtn o f f i­
cia ls re fuse to  proceed thus, the  
in te rna tiona l ( th a t is, T ob in ) w i l l

Miners Union Demands 
$2 A Day Wage Raises

(Continued fro m  page 1)

th e ir  case before any cou rt tha t 
has already rendered a decision. 
And th a t is the case of M r. W il­
liam  I I.  Davis and his W ar Labor 
Board. T ha t is the case o f Prentiss 
B rown of OPA. . . And i t  is  also 
the case o f James Byrnes, the 
economic stab ilize r, one of our 
ju d ic ia l vestal v irg in s  who has 
stepped down from  his h igh  place 
to say to the w orkers of th is  
nations, ‘You sha ll not pass’ .”

Lew is concluded h is  ta lk  by 
ca llin g  upon a ll organized labor 
to jo in  the m iners in  e ffo rts  to 
compel the governm ent to change 
its  wage policy.

The convention then adjourned 
w ith  a unanimous vote fo r  the $2 
pay rise demand.

Negotiations between Lew is and 
the operators began th is  week on 
March 8. There is ve ry  l i t t le  
po ss ib ility  of d irec t agreement, 
since the m ine owners are 
buttressed by the support of the 
W LB. F a ilin g  agreement, the case 
would no rm a lly  go to the W LB, 
bu t Lew is has already indicated 
tha t the U M W  m ay refuse to 
subm it i t  to th a t prejudiced body.

A  P O S S IB LE  T R IC K

The government, has one "ace 
in  the hole" in  its  figh t to keep 
the m iners ’ h o u rly  wages frozen 
to the January 1941 leve l— the 
extension of the w o rk  week from  
40 to 48 hours. Should the work

week be extended, the m iners 
would receive overtim e fo r the 
add itiona l 8 hours worked. Certa in 
governm ent offic ia ls  hope th is  
w i l l  succeed in  c u ttin g  the

ground from  under the demand 
fo r  the ?2 pay boost.

W hatever effect such a move 
would have on the m iners, i t  
would by no means Solve the prob­
lems o f m illio n s  of otheT workers 
th roughou t the coun try  who are 
squeezed between liv in g  costs and 
frozen wages.

As Lew is ind ica ted in  h is  ta lk  
to the T r i-D is tr ic t  convention, th is  
is a figh t in  w h ich  a ll labor is 
involved. I t  is  a figh t w h ich  a ll 
labor should support.

Tobin d irects h is g rea test blows 
a t the present tim e  aga inst those 
members o f the un ion who are 
forced to  s tr ik e  in  defense o f 
th e ir  l iv in g  conditions and stand­
ards. Such w orkers, he declared, 
m ust be denounced as “ enemies 
o f the  governm ent”  and driven 
fron t the union. He w ent on then 
to  endorse the so-called B r it is h  
m ethod o f hand ling  s tr ik e rs  —  to 
place them  in  the a rm y  i f  they 
are f i t  fo r  m il i ta ry  service, to  
im prison them  i f  the y  are not. 
“ We m ay have to  come to  th is  
in ou r coun try ,”  he added.

T H E  M IN N E A P O L IS  C A S E

Ehe leng ths to  w h ich  Tobin and 
the ad m in is tra tio n  ■Will go in  p re ­
serv ing the  Tobin d ic ta to rsh ip  in 
the Team sters In te rn a tio n a l were 
am p ly  illu s tra te d  in  the fam ous 
M inneapolis case.

Local 544 o f M inneapo lis was 
one o f the  strongest and m ost 
m il ita n t  un ions in  the In te rn a ­
tio n a l and the co iln try . I t  n a tu r­
a lly  resisted when. Tobin handed 
down orders th a t because o f the 
“ na tiona l emergency,”  the local 
was to  desist fro m  m il ita n t  afc- 
tibns in  defense o f its  contracts 
and wage standards. Tob in  the re ­
upon tr ie d  to  purge the  lo ca l’s 
leaders, and the  un ion voted in  
June, 1941 to  d is a ffilia te  fro m  the 
A F L  and accept a cha rte r from  
the CIO.

Tobin im m edia te ly  sent art ap­
peal to the W h ite  House, ask ing 
fo r  governm enta l assistance 
against these “ subversive ele­
m ents.”  P resident Roosevelt pul>- 
l ic ly  anhoiirtced th a t the, adm in­
is tra tio n  would cooperate, and thè 
D epartm ent o f Justice and the 
F B I were set on the  job.

A  ra id  fo llow ed on the head­
quarte rs  o f the S oc ia lis t W orkers  
P a rty , and the D epartm ent o f 
Justice secured art ih d ic tm e n t 
cha rg ing  “ seditious conspiracy”  
aga ins t 29 leaders o f Local 544 
and the S ocia lis t W orke rs  P a rty . 
In  the t r ia l  th a t fo llow ed, 18 o f 
the defendants were found g u ilty  
o f v io la tin g  the S m ith  “ Gag A c t.”  
T h e ir case is now  be ing appealed 
to  a h igh e r court.

T H É  P O S TA L C A S E

Tobin then turned to  reaction ­
a ry  sta te  o ffic ia ls  and secured 
ind ic tm ents  o f a num ber o f 544 
leaders chang ing them  w ith  “ em­
bezzlem ent”  o f the loca l’s treas­
u ry , w h ich  the  members had vo­
ted to  tu rn  over to  the new CIO 
local. The s to ry  o f the  convic­
tion  on th is  charge o f K e lly  Pos­
ta l, secre ta ry -treasu re r o f 544, is 
to ld  in  a separate a rtic le  in  th is  
issue on Page 3.

I t  is the th re a t o f s im ila r  fram e 
up tr ia ls  and persecutions th a t 
Tbbiri now lirtlds over the  heads o f 
o ther team ster members who re ­
fuse to  accept a ll His an ti- la bo r 
policies.

W ha t w ill S ta lin  do, should the  
N az i a rirty  be com ple te ly de feat­
ed by the Red A rm y?  W il l  he 
m arch to  B e rlin ?  W il l  he ca ll fo r  
a revo lu tion  in  Europe? tV i l l  he 
take a ll o r p a rt o f Europe under 
his con tro l?  These and m any 
o ther questions have been posed 
by both fr ie n d  and foe o f the 
Soviet Union. A  m u lt ip lic ity  of 
answers have been forthcom ing , 
the na ture of every answer depend­
in g  upon the fears, hopes and ou t­
look of the answerer.

Shall we pa rtic ipa te  in  th is  in ­
teresting game of speculation? 
There is no harm  in  i t  provided 
one understands tha t i t  is  m erely 
speculation. In  general i t  is im ­
possible to p red ic t concrete events. 
One can a t best, p red ic t on ly  the 
general d irec tion  in  w h ich  events 
are tending. One m ust in  the firs t 
place be given a pe rta in  set of 
circumstances to venture a pred ic­
tion  as to w lia t S ta lin  w i l l  do. 
And S ta lin  may choose any one of 
several courses under the same 
circumstances.

W ith  reference to the possible 
conduct of S ta lin  i t  is best to lay 
down broad general princ ip les and 
w arn  the w orkers to be on th e ir  
guard fo r ce rta in  eventualities.

The Nazi arm ies are o f course 
not yet defeated. No one knows 
the offensive and defensive powers 
th a t s t i l l  rem ain in  those armies. 
A. defeat in  a ba ttle  o r a campaign 
does no t necessarily seal the fate 
o f art a rriiy . I  have said before 
th a t a ll we can do now is hope 
th a t the German arm ies w i l l  be 
defeated. They who are not so 
cautious can express th e ir  hopes 
in  the fo rm  of a defin ite statement.

Art Im portan t fac to r to be taken 
in to  consideration is the extent of 
the damage suffered by the Soviet 
Union. M aurice H indus, in  a series 
of a rtic les  w h ich  he w ro te fo r the 
N. Y. Hera ld  Tribune,  upon his 
re tu rn  recently  from  the Soviet 
Union, estimates th a t the Red 
A rn ry  los t fo u r m illio n  men in  
k ille d  alone. He makes the state­
m ent tha t a conservative estimate 
of the num ber o f c iv ilia n s  who 
died in  the te r r ito ry  occupied by 
H it le r ’s troops is s ix  m illio n . 
Other estimates ru n  as h igh  as 
15 m illio n . The economic damage 
caused by H it le r ’s invasion, oc­
cupation and re tre a t w i l l  take 
years of peace to repa ir.

Under the circumstance« the 
safest p red ic tion is th a t S ta lin  is 
in  no position  to ca rry  on an o f­
fensive w ar outside o f Soviet 
te rr ito ry . W hat he wants most o f 
a ll is the expulsion of the invader 
from  the Soviet U n ion and peace. 
T h is  lends some p la u s ib ility  to 
the speculation of some people 
tha t a peace between H it le r  and 
S ta lin  w i l l  be arranged as soon 
o r even before the German arm ies 
are driven  from  Soviet soil.

Two fundam enta l fac to rs  m ust 
always be taken  in to  considera­
tio n  in  discussing possible cour­
ses S ta lirt m ay pursue. One is 
th a t, above a ll, he is in te rested in 
preserv ing arid extending the 
power o f the bureaucracy he rep 
resents. The o ther is  th a t he 
rules over a degenerated w o rk ­
ers’ state.

Because of the f irs t factor S ta lin  
is capable o f do ing a n y th in g  and 
eve ry th ing  th a t is Couriter-revolh- 
tion a ry . He w i l l  no t hesitate to 
a rr iv e  a t art agreement w ith  any 
cap ita lis t power to suppress a 
w o rke rs ’ revo lu tion . He w i l l  no t 
hesitate once more to enter in to  
an agreement w ith  H itle r ,  i f  such 
a step seems to h im  to be neces­
sary to preserve the in te rests of 
the Soviet bureaucracy.

B u t because the economic base 
o f the coun try  w h ich  he rules con­
sists of na tionalized property, 
b rought in to  existence by a w o rk ­
ers’ revo lu tion , S ta lin  may, i f  he 
finds i t  necessary, call fo r, and 
even in it ia te , revo lu tiona ry  meas­
ures on the p a rt o f the workers 
and peasants of a ll o r pa rt of

R eal I ta l ia n  S p a g h e tti D in n e r
S atu rday, M a rch  13

A t 116 U nivers ity  Place

SI Complete Dinner —  Served from 6:30 P. M . 

Entertainm ent and Dancing Free

Proceeds to  the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee Ausp ices: S oc ia lis t W orke rs  P a rty

B y N . C O LL IN S

SAN DIEG O , March 7. —  
The W ar Labor Board’s answer 
to the aircraft workers on the 
Pacific Coast amount to: No 
increases and strike if you dare!

Since July, 1942,, the workers 
of the aircraft industry have 
been waiting for an answer to 
their plea for wage increases. 
Their demands were a 95 cents 
minimum (present miniitium 
after 3 months is 75 cents, be­
ginners, 60c) and wage rates in 
classifications comparable to’ rates 
paid in  nearby shipyards fo r  the 
same w ork.

F in a lly , a fte r 8 months, the 
answer came. No raise a t a ll fo r 
the huge m a jo r ity  of the workers. 
Boeing, a t Seattle, d id  receive a 
4c. raise, and i t  m ust be remem­
bered th a t the Boeing local is  the 
most m il ita n t  and the best o r­
ganized.

At. the two meetings held th is  
week fo r  Consolidated and Solar 
and R ohr a irc ra ft  (representing 
approxim ate ly  45,000 w orkers) the 
workers denounced, lrt no un­
certa in  terms, the companies and 
th e ir  p ro fiteering, the W ar Labor

Board, and the an ti-labor p o li­
tic ians. The flo o r was opened to 
members d u rin g  both mass meet­
ings, and the rank arid file w ork: 
ers spoke out. Typ ica l o f th e ir  
sent'iriients are the fo llow ing  
rem arks:

W O R K E R S ’ R E M A R K S

“ M v husband used to  make $60 
and $70 per m onth d u rin g  the 
depression. W e paid $12 a m onth 
fo r  re l it  and go t along be tte r tha n  
now. Now  both rtf us w o rk ’, arid 
we have to  pgy $75 a m ohth  fo r  
re n t —  and I ’ve go t to  hock m y 
engagement r in g  to  pay m y f irs t  
in s ta llm e n t on m y incoriirt taxes.”

“ We workers gave up1 our on ly 
weapon, the r ig h t  to s tr ike . W hat 
can we expect now?”

“ W ith  v ic to ry  taxes, 10% bond 
deidtictiohS, ihcomC taxes arid the 
cost' o f l iv in g  ris in g , you know 
w h a tV u r  paychecks w il l  sooin be 
good fo r ! ”

The h igh p o in t o f the Sunday 
m eeting was w lien  one member 
got up arid v is ib ly  arid w ith  
emotion tore up the W ar Labor 
Board edict, to show how he fe lt 
T h is  was m et w ith  thunderous 
applause.

There was qu ite  a deal o f sen-

tim e n t fo r  the governm ent to  
take over the p la n ts ; m any w o rk ­
ers believed tha t' th is  would re ­
s u lt in  thé e lim in a tio n  o f in e f f i­
ciency and p ro fite e ring  th rough  
cost-plus con tracts —  and th a t 
they would be able to  ge t th e ir  
raises ou t o f the  savings thus 
effected.

Many declared thé'ÿ were ready 
to qu it. -However, the W ar Mah- 
power Commission had antic ipated 
such a move by ir i 's lltu tih g  
th e  system of “ a v a ila b ility  
certifica tes.”  T h is  is som ething 
new fo r  th is  country, although 
long-tried ou t in  the fascist, coun­
tries . Unless you r employer gives 
you ah “ a v a ila b ility  certifica te ,”  
you w on’t  be h ire d ’ any place in  
the w a r indus tries  o f Southern 
C a lifo rn ia !

BASIC TRAIN ING  
COURSE IN  
MARXISM

Every Tuesday and F rid ay  
nights from  8:15 to 9:45  

In q u ire  4th f lr to r 
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Europe. I f  S ta lin  decides th a t i t  
is necessary, in  order to defend 
the in terests of the bureaucracy, 
to  invade and annex any country, 
lie w i l l  no t hesitate to set thé 
w orkers and peasants o f tha t 
coun try  in to  revo lu tiona ry  m otion.

S ta lin  does no t pursue revo lu ­
tio n a ry  a im s. H is  “ theories”  and 
tac tics  have np princ ip led  base. 
He acts solely on the basis o f ex­
pediency w ith  the a im  p f defend^ 
in g  the in te rests  o f the Soviet 
bureaucracy and in  do ing so he 
m ay u tiliz e  re vo lu tio n a ry  meas­
ures.

ÿ  ÿ  )£t

We have often said, and s t i l l  
say, th a t S ta lin  is not interested 
in , and is even a fra id  of, a w o rk­
ers’ revo lu tion . T h k t does not 
mean th a t he m ay not call fo r  a 
revo lu tion , i f  the circumstances 
are such as to make tha t necessary 
in  order to defend his bureaucratic 
interests. Before H it le r  attacked 
the Soviet U n ion thé Com m unist 
Parties of the dem ocratic cap ita l­
is t na tions were a lriiost fo llo w in g  
a L e n in is t lin e  on the war. N o t 
because they believed in  L e n in ’s 
princ ip les bu t because S ta lin  had 
a pact w ith  H it le r  and he wanted 
the cap ita lis t democracies to end 
the war.

W hy isn ’t  S ta lin  ca llin g  fo r  a 
w orkers ’ re vo lu tion  in  Germany? 
N ot because he doesn’t  w an t onej 
but because he .is  a llied  w ith  
c a p ita lis t na tions and to ca ll fo r 
a revo lu tion  in  Germany would 
antagonize his ca p ita lis t allies. 
Were he not tied  up w ith  cap ita lis t 
a llies he would undoubtedly call 
fo r  a w orkers ’ revo lu tion  in  Ger­
many. Should events th ro w  the 
Soviet U n ion in to  a co n flic t w ith  
the cap ita lis t w orld , S ta lin  would 
become the pro tagonist of w orld  
revo lu tion— even though he fears 
it .

*  *  s

A  s itu a tio n  can arise where 
S ta lin  may assume the role of a 
revo lu tiona ry  leader even where 
he is no t a t w a r w ith  a cap ita lis t 
nation. H is  actions in  Spain have 
shown th a t in  order to c u rry  favo r 
w ith  the cap ita lis t w o rld— at tha t 
tim e  w ith  France and E ng land—  
he would no t hesitate to strangle 
a w orkers ’ revo lu tion . B u t Spain 
is a com para tive ly  sm all and un­
im p o rta n t coun try  and i t  was not 
so d iff ic u lt  to suppress the revo lu ­
tio n  there. I f  a revo lu tiona ry  
upheaval in  Europe should assume 
such vast p roportions tha t sup­
pression would be d iff ic u lt, S ta lin  
would undoubtedly a ttem pt to ga in 
Control of i t  and tu rn  i t  in to  
bureaucratic channels.

W e can con fiden tly  expect th a t 
the m il ita ry  de feat o f H it le r  w i l l  
lead to  revo lu tiona ry  up ris ings . 
E specia lly  is th is  true  i f  the Red 
A rm y  is the m ain in s tru m e n t o f 
th a t defeat. I f  the Red A rm y  
should prove to be capable o f con­
tin u in g  its  o ffensive  in to  Ger­
many, then a wave o f revo lu tions 
in  Europe is w e ll-n ig h  inevitab le . 
Regardless o f w h a t S ta lin  may 
want, the  e ffe c t o f the collapse 
o f H it le r ’s m il ita ry  power as a 
re su lt o f a v ic to rious  o ffens ive  
o f the Red A rm y , w i l l  be a wave 
o f revo lu tions in  Europe.

T h is  is w hat the more fa r ­
sighted elements of t l f t  cap ita lis ts  
of England and the U n ited States 
fear most. And th is  is w hy they 
are so anxious to come to an 
agreement w ith  S ta lin  and obta in  
his help to suppress the revo lu tion  
in  Europe.

B u t1 i f  the revo lu tiona ry  wave is 
too pow erfu l to be suppressed, 
S ta lin  m ay deem i t  advisable to 
gain con tro l o f It.. The enormous 
prestige w h ich  w i l l  be h is as a 
resu lt of a v ic to ry  of the Red 
A rm y  arid the enormous resources 
a t h is  command, m ay enable h im  
to do so in  the in i t ia l  stages of 
the revo lu tiona ry  period.

On a large scale he w i l l  t r y  to 
do in  Europe w hat he did  in  Spain 
and is probably now do ing In  
Yugoslavia. The masses begin 
revo lu tiona ry  actions and S ta lin 's  
apparatus moves in  to ga in  con­
tro l of the masses. In  Spain he 
gained con tro l and u tilized  h is  
con tro l to save cap ita lism . In  
Yugoslavia the w ar o f the par­
tisans is now under h is contro l. 
W h ile  h is  s trugg le against M ikha l- 
lo v itch  continues, he m ay even 
call fo r  ce rta in  revo lu tiona ry  
measures on the p a rt o f the 
partisans. I f  he comes to an agree­
m ent w ith  M ik h a ilo v itc h  o r w ith  
some o ther representative of the 
Yugoslav government, he w i l l  
u t iliz e  hts con tro l to suppress a ll 
'revo lu tionary  tendencies o f the 
pa rtisan  groups.

I t  is  h ig h ly  questionable, how­
ever, th a t S ta lin  can ga in con tro l 
of a pow erfu l revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment in  Europe and do w h a t he 
did  in  Spain, th a t is, save the 
ca p ita lis t’ system. He m ay find 
h im se lf compelled to go along 
w ith  extreme revo lu tiona ry  meas­
ures against the ca p ita lis t order. 
A ll fo r  the purpose of keeping his 
bureaucracy in  power.

The advanced w orkers  in  E u ­
rope, d u rin g  a revo lu tiona ry  pe r­
iod, and even before the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  period commences, w i l l  
w arn  the  masses th a t to  asénre 
th e ir  v ic to ry  they m ust p reven t 
the S ta lin is ts  fro m  g a in in g  con­
t ro l 0 Ç. th e ir  o rgan iza tions. F o r  
w ith  S ta lin  ih con tro l, the  w o rk ­
ers cah have no freedom  to  th in k  
arid to  act ahd consequently th e ir  
revo lu tion  w i l l  a lw ays be in  dan­
ger.

Aircraft Workers Are 
Bitter Over WLB
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

pe ria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

coun te r-revo lu tion , is the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  g ove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra d e  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by th e  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  arm ed 
fo rces  and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on
the T rade  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm e rs ’ G ove rn ­
m e n t. i

9 . D e fen d  the  S ov ie t U n io n  aga inst im ­
p e r ia lis t a ttack .

Alter-Erlich Murder 
And ‘The Davies Film

The newspapers reported this week that W ar­
ner Brothers, the movie producers, have finished 
a five-day conference on the picture, "Mission to 
Moscow,” based on the book by cx-Anibassador 
Joseph Li. Davies.

I lie conference decided to allocate toward the 
film what is for that company the greatest sum of 
money ever spent on advertising a single motion 
picture.

It is not surprising that the conference made 
this decision. Warner Brothers will N E E D  a rec­
ord advertising campaign. For the release, on the 
eve of the premiere of the film, of the news con­
cerning Stalin's murder of the two Polish labor 
leaders, Erlich and Alter, serves to underline the 
frameup character of the Moscow trials and to 
lessen the effectiveness of the Warner Brothers 
movie as a propaganda whitewash of Stalin.

As we have reported previously, the motion pic­
ture presents the Stalinist version of the Moscow 
trials, which were condemned by world labor opin­
ion as frameups designed to discredit and remove 
Stalin’s working class opponents. It  was also re­
ported this week by a Hollywood columnist, Jim­
mie Fiddler, that a sequence concerning Leon Trot­
sky has been inserted in the picture, and that it 
may be chopped out if the Soviet) authorities dis­
approve of it.

Millions of workers throughout the world know 
that Erlich and Alter were not agents of Hitler, 
but anti-fascists. It  will take more than all the 
gold in the world and more than all the advertis­
ing campaigns by the most expert publicity man­
agers to remove the scarlet blot from the hands of 
Cain Stalin.

Every respecter of the truth, every opponent of 
the Stalin school of falsification should at once 
send protests against the monstrous distortions in 
this film to Lowell Mellett, Office of W ar Infor­
mation Film Bureau, Washington, D. C., and to 
.Warner Brothers, Hollywood, California.

How To Fight 
The Black Market

The efforts of the administration to cope with 
the black market are doomed to inevitable failure. 
This or that black market operator or band of 
operators will be arrested, but the black market 
will continue to spread and prosper. We can say 
this with certainty, because the administration 
attempts to deal with the effects of this problem 
rather than with the basic causes.

As supplies of goods become smaller, the power 
of the black market operator who has a quantity 
of such goods will become greater and greater. He 
will be able to extort fantastic prices. The work­
er will be forced to pay tribute in order to get 
the necessities of life for himself and his family.

The cause of the black market is the shortage 
of supplies. Thus to fight the black market it is 
necessary to increase the amount of the necessities 
of life available, and following that, to insure that 
they reach the mass of the consumers at a price 
that will permit them to maintain their living 
standards. We will discuss the second point first.

To insure that the black market speculators do 
not get the stock with which to traffic, it is neces­
sary that close tab be kept over each pound of food 
raised, processed and shipped.

To  do this, the books and inventories of goods 
of the various companies must be thrown open 
for inspection to committees composed of workers, 
toiling farmers and housewives, established to 
guard the supply of food and make sure it reaches 
the masses of consumers. Leaks of goods into the 
hands of black market speculators can in this way 
in large measure be stopped up.

The capitalists will not like these committees, 
it goes without saying. They will claim their rights 
arc being infringed. ’ But the masses don’t like to 
pay black market prices for the necessities of life. 
The masses’ right to a decent standard of living 
deserves prior consideration.

Secondly, the workers must demand from the 
government adequate allotments of food and other 
necessities. The capitalist class and the government 
will say this is impossible, that there is not enough 
good. Under the present system of production and 
distribution, the capitalist argument is correct. But 
if the following steps were taken, the supply of 
goods would be quickly increased:

1. Men, machinery'and land must be shifted 
from the production of luxury goods consumed by 
the liny minority of rich into the manufacture and 
raising of goods and food used by the masses.

2. All war profits must be confiscated. The in­
come of the capitalist class would be curtailed, re­
sulting in the diversion to the workers of large 
amounts of food and other articles now used by 
the parasitic coupon-clippers. As these would be 
forced to go to work in useful occupations, along 
with their servants and other flunkies, the supply 
of manpower w'ould be increased as well.

3. Production and distribution must be organ­
ized on a planned basis so that the many wastes 
of capitalism, such as expensive advertising and 
sales campaigns would be abolished.

These steps cannot be accomplished under the 
capitalist ownership of the large scale food plants 
and other industries. The government must take 
over these plants and operate them, under work­
ers control, for use and not profit. In this way 
the worker w'ould be assured of decent wages, and 
the toiling farmer of more income, as industry is 
freed from the stranglehold of the capitalist class, 
dominated by the profit motive.

Thus can the black market be fought. Thus 
can the supply of goods be increased.

Hearst Press
And Aircraft Worker

Last week an aircraft worker named David G. 
Levitt, addressing a meeting called by his union 
in Los Angeles to protest W ar Labor Board stall­
ing on wage demands, denounced labor-baiter 
Rickcnbacker in rather salty terms as “number 2 
rat of World W ar 2.”

Immediately a great hue and cry went up from 
the capitalist class which has been using Ricken- 
backer as a spearhead for its anti-labor'offensive. 
Levitt was labeled a subversive alien and the press 
began to whip up a lynch spirit against him.

Shortly after Levitt had denounced Rickenback- 
cr in Los Angeles, a Hearst reporter walked into 
the office of The M ilita n t  in New York C ity and 
asked if Levitt were the same David Levitt who 
had written an article in the March 18, 1933 issue 
of our paper, explaining why he was resigning 
from the Young Communist League and joining 
the Trotskyist movement.

The 1 learst reporter was informed that the Levitt 
who had written in our paper was not the same 
individual who was involved in the west coast con­
troversy over Rickenbacker.

Nevertheless, the Los Angeles Evening Herald  
&  Express and the Los Angeles Examiner, both 
I learst papers, added to the list of this aircraft 
worker's "crimes” the charge that he was a Trot­
skyist, and categorically stated that he was the 
author of the article in The M ilita n t. The Hearst 
papers reprinted extensive sections of the article.

This sort of red-baiting campaign is typical of 
the capitalist press's treatment of news of labor’s 
resistance to employer offensives against union 
wages and conditions.

All of Hearst’s hysterical red-baiting, however, 
cannot blind the workers to the fact that the capi­
talists are making enormous profits out of this 
war, and that Rickenbacker speaks for those who 
would smash the unions and force the workers to 
pay the war’s full costs.

The Situation In India 
After Gandhi’s Fast

B y F e lix  M o rro w

Official British circles are congratulating themselves on their successful gamble that 
Gandhi would live through his fast. American and British correspondents are cabling that the 
Congress leaders are despondent at Gandhi’s failure to scare the British into releasing him. Pub­
licly, at any rate, the general assumption appears to be that Ii\dia will now quiet down. 'I hus 
for example the N. Y. Hera ld-Tribune  correspondent cables (March 3 issue) that " It  is fair 
to assume that the Congress movement has now been crushed for the war’s duration, perhaps 
for longer.”

If  by Congress is meant the Indian masses in general, it is hard to believe that either 
the correspondents or British») "
officials really believe what 
they are saying. Gandhi’s meth­
ods of struggle have suffered 
a decisive defeat, of which the 
fast was but the final incident. 
B ut the B r it is h  overlords, fa r  
from  having won a decisive v ic ­
to ry , are now fac ing a s itua tion  
lik e ly  to have fa r  more serious 
consequences than the c iv i l 
disobedience campaign w h ich  
began last August.

E X P LO S IO N  C O M IN G

I t  is  c lear now th a t the im ­
mediate causes of the explosion 
last August were d ire c tly  po litica l. 
B r it is h  im p e ria lism  was in  d if ­
ficu lties everywhere; and certa in  
sections of the Ind ian  masses 
understand th a t these d ifficu ltie s  
were th e ir  own oppo rtun ity , and 
im pelled the Congress to figh t fox- 
independence. A c tu a lly  the s trug ­
gle las t year centered in  B ih a r 
province and the U n ited Provinces 
— rough ly  covex-ing about a fo u rth  
o f In d ia ’s popualtion— where the 
workers and petty-bourgeoisie of 
the c ities in it ia te d  the battles and 
were fo llowed by those peasants 
d ire c tly  in  contact w ith  the cities.

Now, on the o ther hand, i t  is 
the economic s itua tion  w h ich  is 
lik e ly  to causte a new and fa r more 
extensive explosion. Food sho rt­
ages and in fla t io n a ry  price in ­
creases have brought a ijew  stage 
o f hunger to the hundreds of m il­
lions who have always known 
hunger.

Rice, wheat and m ille t, the 
staple foods of Ind ia , are ad­
m itte d ly  scarce. F o rm erly  2d. 
(about 4 cents), a  pound of rise 
is now se lling  a t a s h illin g  (about 
24 cents— th a t is, a price rise of 
600%! The w o rke r who m ust pay 
a s h illin g  fo r  a pound of rice 
ra re ly  earns more than  lVz  s h i l l­
ings a day. Even h is miserable 
pre-war d ie t included over a pound 
of rice  per day per adult. 
Obviously he can no longer feed 
h is  fam ily .

The Vicex-oy’s a lib i is  th a t 1,- 
500,000 tons of rice  were p re v i­
ously im ported annua lly  fx-om 
B urm a and French Indo-China, 
b u t th is  loss —  rou gh ly  about a 
week’s supply under p re -w ar con­
d itions —  cannot exp la in  the fa n ­
tastic  rise in  prices.

Much more to the po in t are the 
fo llow ing  facts:

(1) The ever-grow ing B r it is h  
and Am erican armed forces in  
Ind ia , whose supply services com­
pete w ith  the Ind ians in  the 
n ia rke t fo r  the available food.

(2) B r it is h  exports from  Ind ia  
o f g ra in  to the B r it is h  armed 
forces in  Ira n , the M iddle East 
and Ceylon.

(3) No ra tio n in g  system of 
any k ind , m aking  com pletely use­
less the perfunctoi-y gestures of 
price-fix ing.

The resu lt of these factors is 
un ive rsa l hunger. Despite the 
r ig id  B r it is h  censox-ship. some of 
the facts are seeping out. Even 
a member o f the V icerpy’s Council 
adm its th a t “ Queues fo r  da ily  
necessaries have become a common 
feature in  ou r towns . . . and 
prices of foodstuffs have gone up 
so high th a t large masses among 
the m iddle classes and laborers are 
experiencing acute hardships.”  
(N. Y. Times, Jan. 8.)

“ Some”  food rio ts , “ especially 
in  Bombay Province,”  ax-c reported 
in  the same Times  cable. The Jan. 
18 London D a ily  Telegraph  reports 
tha t, in  N asik in  Bombay Province, 
troops were called ou t to quell a 
"m ob”  w h ich  was ra id in g  g ra in  
shops, a rres ting  50 men and wom­
en. Troops and police have been 
given orders to shoot “ looters”  
w ith o u t w arn ing.

A l l  th is , le t us remember, in  a 
coun try  which is 75% ag rarian . 
A  food cris is  in  the m ost p re­
dom inan tly  a g r ic u ltu ra l country  
in  the w o rld !

W H Y  NO R A T IO N IN G ?

W hy is  there no ra tio n in g  
system? Here is the o ffic ia l a lib i: 
“ Government au tho ritie s  generally 
agi-ee th a t ra tio n in g  of the whole 
coun try  is impossible because of 
the m illio n s  of sm all producers, 
not to m ention  caste and class 
differences th a t xnake the feeding 
of In d ia  so com plicated.”  (N. V. 
Times,  Jan. 7.)

These alleged obstacles, how­
ever, could be sdrm ounted by a 
popu lar governm ent yrhich would 
authorize the popu la tion  its e lf  —  
th rough  mass consumers’ com­
m ittees, etc. —  to  police ra tio n ­
ing and prices. B ut the to ta l i t ­

a rian B r it is h  d ic ta to rsh ip  would 
not dare pe rm it the in te rven tion  
o f the masses, e ithe r in the field 
or any other.

The B r it is h  regim e ne ithe r has 
popular support nor can i t  
seriously hope to seek it .  W ith in  
the popu lation its  sole support 
comes precisely from  those who 
are p ro fiteering  from  food scarcity 
and se lling  supplies to the armed 
forces: the landlords, im porters 
food concerns, money - lenders, 
speculators, etc. Thus any step: 
to establish ra tio n in g  and fixed 
prices, to px-osecute price violatox-s 
and hoax-ders, would be blows at 
those elements on w h ich the 
B r it is h  regime rests. Hence no 
x-ationing and price-fix ing.

T h is  fac t is  w e ll undex-stood in  
Ind ia . Even the Federation of 
Ind ia n  Chamber of Commerce has 
blamed the governm ent fo r  the 
food cris is . L ikew ise  Gandhi, in  
one of h is recent le tte rs  to the 
V iceroy, refers to “ the p riva tio n  
o f the poor m illio ns , due to the 
Ind ia-w ide scarc ity  w h ich  I  cannot 
help th in k in g  m ig h t have been 
la rge ly  m itiga ted , i f  not altogether 
prevented, had there been a bona- 
fide governm ent responsible to a 
popu la rly  elected Assembly.”

ECO NO M IC  ROOTS OF 
C O M IN G  STR U G G LE

Thus the m ost com pelling 
economic needs are d ic ta tin g  to 
the masses of In d ia  a new s trug ­
gle fo r  indepedence. Last Aug. the 
strugg le was launched p r im a r ily  
by the cosmopolitan-m inded in  the 
c itie s  who understood the in te r­
na tiona l s itua tion . T h is  tim e  the 
most backward layers in  c ity  and 
countryside are being goaded by 
hunger.

I f  the next explosion in  Ind ia  
comes on th is  basis, i t  w i l l  have 
fa r  m ore o f a basic class cha r­
acte r than th a t o f la s t A ugust. 
I t  w i l l  be d irected n o t on ly 
against the B r it is h  ru le rs  b u t also 
against the na tive  cap ita lis ts  who 
are v is ib ly  p ro fitin g  fro m  In d ia ’s 
hunger. N e ithe r th e ir  po litica l 
nor th e ir  economic needs, the 
masses are lea rn ing , can be serv­
ed by any o ther method than the 
m a s s  revo lu tiona ry  s trugg le  
aga inst B r it is h  im peria lism  and 
its  na tive  agents.

Many Timely Articles In  
March ‘Fourth International'

The M arch issue o f the m on th ly  
magazine, F our th  In ternat ional,  
w h ich appeared fo r sale last week, 
is one of the best in  recent 
months. I t  demonstrates once 
again th a t th is  M a rx is t jo u rn a l is 
an indispensable in s tru m en t fo r 
the education of advanced w o rk ­
ers.

The Class Meaning of the So­
vie t Victories  by F e lix  M orrow  is 
an il lu m in a tin g  exam ination of 
the reason w hy the reactionaries 
in  the United Nations are so per­
turbed by the recent v ic to ries  of 
the Soviet Union. The a rtic le  d is­
cusses the “ peace”  moves of the 
F in n ish  government, the Soviet- 
Polish con flic t, the V atican in ­
trigues, the second f ro n t and the 
question o f the Soviet fxontiers. 
Evex-y w o rk in g  class defender of 
the Soviet Un ion w i l l  benefit by a 
reading o f th is  tim e ly  artic le .

Those who have followed the 
magazine in  recent m onths w il l  
also be deeply interested by the 
artic le , The German Revolution  in  
the Len in is t  Period  by M arc Loris , 
an answer to the a rtic le  by W a l­
te r He ld in  the Dec.-Jan. issues. 
Lo ris  analyzes the defeat of tlxe 
German revo lu tion  in  the post­

w ar years, and the re la tio n  of 
the Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l to 
th is  defeat. The a rtic le  is an ex­
cellent con tribu tion  to the s trug ­
gle against the petty-bourgeois 
elements who s tr ive  to show th a t 
Bolshevism was responsible fo r 
S ta lin ism , and is so w r itte n  th a t 
i t  w i l l  be rcad ly  understood by 
those who have no t x-ead H e ld ’s 
artic le .

(Inc id e n ta lly , the issues con ta in­
in g  H e ld ’s a rtic le  are s t i l l  ava il­
able a t 20 cents per copy.)

A no ther t im e ly  a rtic le , in  view  
of the cu rre n t ta lk  about a fou rth  
term , is  W illia m  F. W arde’s Ten 
Years of the New Veal, an ex­
am ina tion  of the evo lu tion and 
results of a decade of Democratic 
P arty  ru le  under Roosevelt.

The Month  in  Review, which 
is becoming one of the m ost pop­
u la r sections o f the magazine, 
deals th is  Unite w ith  the S ta lin is t 
m urder o f the Polish anti-fascists, 
A lte r  and E r lic h : the announce­
m ent th a t the CIO, A F L , R a il­
road Brotherhoods and N a tiona l 
Farm ei’s U n ion have decided to 
jo in  foi-ces against the anti-labor 
leg is la tion  in  Congress; and 
Gandhi's fast.

T lie  great M a rx is t, Leon T ro t­
sky, is  represented in  th is  issue 
by an appx-eciation of P lelthanov 
and his contx-ibution to the in ­
te rna tion a l revo lu tiona ry  move­
ment.

A lso included is  a review  by 
John G. W rig h t o f the most re­
cen tly  published book by T ro tsky, 
“ In  Defense of M arxism  —  A- 
ga inst The Petty-Bourgeois Oppo­
s itio n ,”  issued by P ioneer P ub lish­
ers. E ve ry  reader of The M i l i ­
tan t  and F ou r th  In te rna t iona l  
should become the owner of th is  
book w h ic li W r ig h t co rrectly  de­
signated as “ a new M a rx is t class­
ic ."

O ther a rtic les  in  the Mai-ch is ­
sue inc lude:

The P o l i t ica l Misadventures of 
the French Bourgeoisie by M arc 
L o ris  —  an analysis o f the roles 
played by DcGaulle, Darían, Gi- 
l’aud and W ashington ’s a ttitud e  
toward them.

Some B r i t is h  “ F riends’’ of I n ­
d ia  by A it  Roy— a c rit ic is m  of 
the cen tris t-pacifis t methods of 
a id in g  the In d ia n  strugg le fo r in ­
dependence

In te rna t iona l Notes - -  wnich 
th is  m onth contains an in te res t­
in g  le tte r from  Ire la n d ; a b rie f 
note on A u s tra lia ; and a discussion 
o f the s p lit  in  the Chilean Social­
is t P arty , by Terence Phelan, 
which lu n g s  up to date the rec­
ent x tpo rts  on th is  question, 
w ritte n  by h im  in  The M il i tan t .

Single copies of the F. I. cost 
20 cents: a yea rly  u '-scrip iion  
cost $2.00. O rder fi'oiix Business 
Manager. 116 U n ive rs ity  Pi., New 
'  o rk  C ity .
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Auto Workers Denounce 
Army Firing of Strikers

In  D e tro it the A rm y  has been in tim id a tin g  and 
f ir in g  m il ita n t  w orkers out of the auto and a irc ra ft  
factories. Colonel Geoi’ge E. Strong, chief of p lan t 
pro tection fo r  the A rm y  A ir  Forces of the M ich igan 
area, has been conducting a vigorous campaign against 
"subvers ive elem ents” — w hich xneans, o f course, a ll 
w orkers who resist the cu rren t offensive against un ion 
r ig h ts  and conditions.

Colonel S trong has been engaged in thus weakening 
the leadership of the local unions since the firs t o f the 
year, and last week the in te rn a tio n a l execiutive board 
of the CIO United Autom obile W orkers fin a lly  got 
around to p ro testing  his actions.

T lie  executive hoard handled tlxe Colonel w ith  k id  
gloves, m erely asking fo r ' ‘c la rifica tio n ’ ’ of the s itua ­
tion  and px-oposing a four-step procedure to the W ar 
Departm ent.

Accord ing to the M arch 3 issue of the Detro it  News, 
the proposals were:

"1. No man be discharged as a subversive unless 
there are defin ite  charges of sabotage, tra ffic k in g  w ith  
the enemy o r enemy agents, o r d is loya l conspiracy to  
d is rup t w ar px-oduclion.

“ 2. That a ll accused persons be granted a hearing  
and th a t the un ion have the r ig h t  to appear a t such 
hearings where i t  so desires.

” 3. That where the A rm y  has w ith d ra w n  its  ob- 
• jections to the em ploym ent of any worker, such w orker 

sha ll be fo r th w ith  restored.
” 4. T h a t the r ig h t  to discharge ‘subversives’ sha ll 

be in  no case used to punish men o r women fo r un ion 
a c tiv itie s .”

This was indeed a m ild  pi-otest aga ins t a po licy  un ­
der which a ll local s tr ik e  leaders have been au tom atic ­
a lly  labeled as subversives.

D u rin g  the past two m onths Colonel S trong has 
discharged 10 ran k  and file  leaders of s trikes  in B u ick  
in  F lin t  and Bohn A lu m inu m  in  D e tro it. In  the s tr ik e  
a t Eclipse Counterbore Company in  D e tro it he barred 
six  x-ank and file  leaders from  the plant, w h ile  lxe 
“ investigated th e ir  c itizensh ip .”  The D etro it  News 
m entions o ther “ d isc ip lin a ry  ac tion " by S trong w h ich  
has received no pu b lic ity . S trong has also, according 
to R. J. Thomas, U A W  President, requested employers 
to supply lis ts  of “ ti'ouble makei'S”  who were to be 
discharged on gi-ounds of “ subversive actions.”  ’

“ In  o ther cases,”  said Thomas, “ the A rm y  has 
ordered nxen discharged and then w ith d ra w n  tlxe order, 
on ly  to find the em ployer re fus ing  to grant-x-.e-employ- 
ntent.”

Tlxe in te rven tion  of the m il ita ry  in to  the field of 
labor re la tions, and the assum ption by the officer casto 
of tlxe r ig h t  to fii'e active un ion is ts  constitu tes one of 
the g iavest th rea ts to labor yet to come ou t o f th is  war.

Union protests against these practices ave necessary 
— loud and m il ita n t  protests. B u t in  ad d ition  to send­
in g  protests to t lie  W ar Departm ent, the un ions m ust 
also deixxand a re tu rn  to genuine collective hax-gaining. 
As long as tlxe leadership of the xxnions surrender to 
the employers the r ig h t  to s trike , they are in  no 
position to prevent brass hats from  p ick in g  o ff m il ita n t  
t ank and filex-s and thus unde rm in ing  the unions.

Workers’ Protests Force 
Freeing of Armstrong

Bob A rm strong , lead ing T ro ts k y is t in  U ls te r  
(Nox-tlx Ix-eland), who was im prisoned in  Janua ry  fo r  
d is tr ib u tin g  le a fle ts  p ro te s ting  the ja i l in g  o f another 
T xo tsky is t, P a tr ic k  M c K e v itt, has since been released, 
according to the F e b ru a ry  issue o f the B r it is h  Social­
is t  Appeal.

Even the police had to  ad m it th a t the  p ro te s t le a f­
le ts which A rm s tro n g  had been d is tr ib u tin g  were free  
o f “ sed ition ,”  bu t he was detained under the Special 
Powers A c t which gives the B r it is h  police p ra c tic a lly  
un lim ite d  a u th o r ity  to  persecute m il i ta n t  la bo r lead- 
ei-s. •

The Socia lis t Appeal cred its  widespread labo r p ro ­
tests w ith  fo rc in g  A rm s tro n g ’s release. “ The Release 
Com m ittee in N o rth e rn  Ire la nd .”  w rite s  the  A ppea l, 
“ was composed o f representatives o f the W orkers  
In te rn a tio n a l League, the  IU W M  and the S ocia lis t 
P a rty  o f N o rth e rn  Ire land . In  add ition  Paddy A gnew , 
N oi th Ire la nd  M. P. and appa ren tly , the I r is h  T rans ­
p o rt and Genex-al W orke is  U n ion gave f u l l  support 
to the cam paign. McGovex-n and the Independent L a ­
bor Pax-ty Menxbers o f P a rlia m e n t exerted pressure 
on the Home O ffice. Some o f the L e f t  La bo ur M. P .’s 
also took up the question.”  Several unions in o th e r 
p a rts  o f the B r it is h  Isles gave financ ia l and m ora l 
support.

A rm s tro n g  has been p ro m ine n t in  the B r it is h  labor, 
movement fo r  over 10 years. He was a m em ber o f 
the Comxxxunist P a r ty  a t the beg inn ing o f the Span­
ish C iv il W ar and im m ed ia te ly  jo ined the In te rn a ­
tiona l B rigade. I t  was on the basis o f his cxpei-iences 
in Spain th a t he f irs t  began to question the S ta lin is t 
line. W hen the C. P. denied hixxi discussion inside 
the p a r ty  on the Spanish question, he le f t  the p a r ty  
and subsequently jo ined the T ro tsky is ts .

A rm s tro n g  has charged th a t the S ta lin is ts  have act­
ed as stool pigeons in  N o rth e rn  Ire la nd  and aided 
in police fram eups aga inst m il ita n t  w orkers  and revo­
lu tio n is ts  —  h im se lf and M c K e v itt  included.

M cK e v itt, a veteran union m ilita n t,  has been de­
pox ted to Southerxx Ix-eland by the  au tho ritie s . A rm ­
s trong  is now lead ing the f ig h t  to  end the exclusion 
o rder aga inst th is  w o rk in g  class leader.
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