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Arguments On Postal Appeal 
Will Be Heard In Spring
Trade Unions Send Funds to CRDC to 
Aid in Defense of Minneapolis Militant

MINNEAPOLIS, Feb. 21. —  Defense attorneys last Mon­
day filed briefs in the appeal to the Minnesota Supreme Court 
ol the conviction of Kelly Postal, for many years secretary- 
treasurer of Minneapolis Teamsters Local 344. State prosecutors 
now have from 60 to 90 days to file their answering brief. The 
final oral argument before the Minnesota State Supreme Court

« w i l l  probably be heal'd in  late May 
o r June o f th is  year.

By Felix Morroiv

T h e  B r it is h  g ove rn m e n t’ s re fu s a l to  release G andh i f ro m  p ris o n , in  the 
face o f  h is  readiness to  d ie  as a p ro te s t, has u n d o u b te d ly  served to  c la r ify  the  
fa c t tha t B r it is h  im p e ria lis m  has no  in te n t io n  o f  g ra n tin g  In d ia  independence  
u n d e r any co nd itio n s .

T he  C ripp s  M iss ion  d id  
a c leve r jo b  o f  co n fu s in g  
the  ou ts ide  w o rld , since 
C ripps  —  aided by the 
A m e ric a n  ca p ita lis t press 
—  pre tended  tha t he had 
gone to  o f fe r  in d ep e nd ­
ence “ a fte r  the  w a r.”

B u t the confusion sown by 
C ripps has been slow ly d iss ipa t­
in g  d u rin g  the ensuing year. For 
one thin<r. C hurch ill, ove r-con fi­
dent a t the resu lts  o f the B ritish  
repressions in Ind ia  and the “ U n i­
ted N a tions”  successes In the war, 
perm itted- h im se lf to  crow too 
soon when he boasted in Novem ­
be r: "W e mean to  hold our own.
I have no t become the K in g ’s 
F irs t M in is te r in  order to preside 
over the liqu ida tion  o f the B r i t ­
ish E m pire .”

For another th ing , the con­
t in u in g  resistance of the great 
masses of Ind ia , despite the bestial 
B r it is h  repressions, has brought 
home to m any the simple thought 
th a t so m any Ind ians would not 
be dy ing under B r it is h  gunfire 
and in  B r it is h  prisons i f  Cripps 
had offered them a real a lte rna ­
tive.

Now the aw fu l spectacle of the 
aged Gandhi dy ing  of hunger as 
h is on ly  means of pro testing  
im prisonm en t has undoubtedly 
crysta llized a world-w ide rea liza­
t io n  of the real a im  in  In d ia  of 
the B r it is h  ru l in g  class. W hat 
k in d  of regime is i t  tha t dare not 
release Gandhi? Obviously a 
regime which has no support at 
a l l w ith in  the country and which 
is  ready to massacre tens o f m il­
lions  to m a in ta in  its  to ta lita r ia n  
ru le.

W O R L D -W ID E  PROTESTS 

T h a t the tru e  face o f im p e ria lis t 
ru le  in  Ind ia  is becoming p la in  to 
a large p a rt of t lie  w orld  is  in ­
dicated by the protests demanding 
G andhi’s release w hich are pour­
in g  in  on. the B r it is h  government.

On the 14th day o f G andhi’s 
fa s t, Feb. 23, the Executive Com­
m ittee  o f the A u s tra lia n  Council 
o f Trade Unions, representing the 
en tire  labo r movement o f tha t 
coun try , cabled a demand to 
C h urch ill fo r  the release o f Gan­
dhi.

The same day, in  Chungking the 
Centra l D a ily  News, known as an 
o ffic ia l spokesman fo r the Chinese 
government, called fo r the im ­
m ediate release of Gandhi by the 
B r it is h  au thorities . T h is  declara­
t io n  is p a rtic u la r ly  im p o rtan t as 
the  firs t pub lic  expression, of 
Chinese s o lid a rity  w ith  Ind ia  
since the firs t days of the c iv il 
disobedience campaign l a s t  
August.

The B r it is h  then look certa in  
pu n itive  measures and the C h i­
nese. dependent upon B ritish -con ­
tro lled  a irp o rts  in  Ind ia  as the 
bases fo r  a ir-borne supplies to 
China, were compelled to  become 
s ilen t. F o r an o ffic ia l Chinese
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Union Strikes to 
Win Equal Pay for 
Women Workers

By E LO IS E  B LA C K

Women workers took the lead 
in a walkout at the Phelps 
Dodge Copper Corporation in 
Elizabeth, N. J., last week.

Complaining that their de­
mand of equal pay for equal 
work had not been met, 100 girl 
employees in the field wire 
stranding section walked o ff the 
job.

Production was brought to a 
complete s tan d s till when 1200 of 
the 1400 employees in  the p lan t 
jo ined the w a lkou t in  support of 
the demand o f the women w o rk ­
ers, and a t the same tim e brought 
fo rw ard  a series of grievances on 
w h ich they declared the un ion had 
been seeking a rb itra tio n  fo r 
several months.

Accord ing to the union. Local 
141 of the CIO United E lectrica l. 
Radio and Machine W orkers, ad­
justm ent of the women w orkers ’ 
demand by the W ar Labor Board 
had been requested as long ago 
as October.

T lie  m il ita n t  action of the 
women, and the s p ir it  of so lid a rity  
displayed by th e ir  fe llow  workers, 
qu ick ly  brought a prom ise from  
thè Board th a t the grievances 
would be a rb itra ted  im m ediate ly 
a fte r resum ption of work.

B u t the g ir ls  a t Phelps Dodge 
found th a t i t  required the o r­
ganized action of a ll of the w ork­
ers in  the p lan t to force tlie  Board 
to even consider adherence to th is  
princip le .

The experience of these w o rk ­
ers is noi unusual; hundreds of 
unions have been given the 
runaround by the Board. On the 
other hand the Board has been a ll 
too eager to in tervene against tlie  
workers when employer groups 
have appealed fo r assistance.

The Phelps Dodge f ig h t  is an 
encouraging sign th a t the women 
workers, who arc rep lacing men 
in in dus try  in  such large num ­
bers, can and w ill shoulder the 
respons ib ility  o f defending the 
in terests and hard won gains of 
labor.

K e lly  Postal was convicted last 
year on the trumped-up charge of 
“ embezzlement”  fo llow ing  the 
decision of t lie  members of Local 
544 to leave the A F L  and jo in  the 
CIO in  1941. In  co llabora tion w ith  
anti-labor state offic ia ls in  M in ­
nesota, Danie l J. Tobin, President 
of the A F L  Teamsters In te rn a ­
tional, instiga ted the proceedings 
against K e lly  Postal as pa rt of his 
e ffo rts  to prevent the M inneapolis 
teamsters from  d is a ffilia tin g  from  
the A F L .

Posta l’s convic tion came a fte r 
he had been completely exonerated 
of almost iden tica l charges in  a 
previous tr ia l,  w h ich d iffe red 
from  the firs t on ly in  the am ount 
o f money involved. The judge 
p ra c tica lly  directed the ju ry  to 
b ring  in  a g u ilty  ve rd ic t in  the 
second tr ia l.

T H E  IS S U E  A T  S T A K E

T h is  frame-up against K e lly  
Postal involves the im portan t 
question whether the members of 
a trade un ion have the dem ocratic 
r ig h t to decide fo r themselves the 
disposition of th e ir  un ion funds, 
since Postal s im p ly obeyed the 
unanim ous vote of his un ion a t a 
regu lar membership m eeling. A t 
no tim e  has Postal been accused 
o f m isusing the union funds per­
sonally.

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee. of w h ich  James T. F a rre ll 
is  cha irm an and John Dos Passok 
vice-chairm an, is d irec tin g  the 
defense in  the K e lly  Postal case. 
I t  is now engaged in  ra is ing  funds 
to defray the legal'expenses of 
the appeal wh ich w ill am ount to 
about $1,000.

The C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee  th is  week reported con trib ­
utions to the K e lly  Postal fund 
from  such o rgan iza tions as the 
W orkers Defense le ag ue , N e i* 
Y o rk ; Fleetwood Local 13 o f the 
CIO U nited A u to  W orkers, De­
t r o it ;  Local 2 o f the Brewers 
Union and Ix ica l 108 o f the CIO 
U nited R eta il &  W holesale E m ­
ployees, both o f N ew ark. N . J .; 
and the P ro le ta rian  C lub o f Roch­
ester, N . Y.

A ll friends of labor are asked 
to send con tribu tions fe r the K e lly  
Postal Appeal Fund to the national 
office of the C iv il R ights Defense 
Com m ittee a t 160 F if th  Ave., 
N. Y.

Soviet Gains Continue USSR Menaced Ry Finnish ‘Peace’ 
Move, Polish Plan, Vatican Plots

H ard  on the  heels o f  the  la test Soviet v ic to r ie s  
comes a new series o f  re p o rts  o f  an ti-S ov ie t in tr ig u e s ' 
and m aneuvers  in v o lv in g  im p o r ta n t fo rces  in  the  
dem ocra tic  ca p ita lis t co un trie s .

T he  re p o rts  th is  week centered a ro u n d :
1. F in land, whose governm ent is believed ready to  desert the 

A x is  in re tu rn  fo r  assurances th a t i t  w i l l  ge t W ashington-London 
aid against the Soviet Union.

2. The Polish governm ent-in -ex ile  in  London, which openly 
attacked the Soviet governm ent on Feb. 21 and appealed to  the 
ca p ita lis t “ democracies”  fo r  support in  its  disputes w ith  the Soviet 
Un ion on the ground th a t “ a t the Polish-Russian fro n t ie r  no t on ly 
the Polish problem is being decided bu t also the question o f peace 
in C entra l and Eastern Europe, as w e ll as the whole a ttitu d e  o f the 
Soviet tow ard democracy.”

3. The Vatican, today the p rin c ip a l center where an ti-S ov ie t
elements from  the A x is , the U n ited N ations and ne u tra l countries 
can meet and negotiate. A m erican A rchbishop Spellm an was on his 
way to  the Vatican, a fte r  a v is i ts --------------------------------------------------------

German prisoners emerge from  dugouts to  surrender to  Soviet soldiers who had 
captured a fo r t if ie d  position in th e ir  g re a t o ffensive . These Soviet v ic tories  are good 
news to every class-conscious w orker, but. the reactionaries don’t  seem to  enjoy 
such news. (Federated P ic tu re )

McNUTT GIVES ADMIRAL LAND 
DRAFT WEAPON OVER SEAMEN

Maritime labor appeared this week to have lost a v ita l round 
in its almost continuous battle of self-defense against the ship- 
owner-dominated government bureaus. On Feb. 20 the War 
Shipping Administration, headed by the notorious Admiral 
“ shoot-organizers-at-sunrise”  Land, won complete control over 
the machinery of army deferment for seamen and their union 
officials.

Henceforth, both union leader and rank and file militants
w ill be able to rem ain a t th e ir® ----- -------------------------------------------------
jobs on ly upon the sufferance o f
Land.

M cN U T T ’S ORDER

The v ita l w a r ro le played by 
m erchant sh ipp ing has always re­
sulted in the deferm ent o f active 
seamen from  arm y d ra ft. P rev i­
ously the m aritim e  unions were 
empowered to make deferm ent 
requests to the d ra ft boards fo r 
th e ir  own members, and to appeal 
to W ashington headquarters of 
Selective Service i f  the local 
boards disregarded th e ir  requests.

A  Feb. 20 ukase handed down

Pioneer Issues Pamphlet On 
‘ Your Standard Of Living’

A  new popular pam phlet, “ Your 
S tandard Of L iv in g ”  by C. Charles, 
w i l l  be o ff the  press and available 
fo r  d is tr ib u tio n  w ith in  the next 
few days. Pioneer Publishers an­
nounced th is  week.

The pam phlet discusses wages, 
prices, taxes, profits, scarcity, the 
b lack m arke t, etc., in  the same 
luc id  m anner w h ich  has won fa ­
vorable com m ent fo r  the a u th o r’s 
artic les  on these questions in  The 
M ilita n t  and F o u rth  In te rn a tion a l. 
I t  concludes w ith  an exposition of 
the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  p ro ­

gram  to safeguard the w o rke rs ’ 
liv in g  standards.

W ith  the cost o f l iv in g  ris in g  
steadily, food shortages spreading 
and ra tio n in g  being extended, 
th is  new pam phlet should be as­
sured o f a w ide sale among w ork­
ers and housewives. I t  is 32 pages 
long, has a w e ll-illu s tra ted  fro n t 
cover, and sells fo r 5 cents, w ith  
a special ra te  o f 3 'A  cents fo r 
bundle orders.

A no ther new pam phlet Being 
d is tribu ted  n a tio n a lly  by Pioneer 
Publishers, “ West Coast Long­
shoremen and the ‘Bridges P lan ’ ”  
by G. Thomas, was published on

the West Coast th is  month. The 
pamphlet— 28 pages, 5 cents—  
which is rep rin ted  from  the Dec.. 
1942 issue of F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l. 
is an analysis o f the governm ent’s 
Pacific Coast M a ritim e  Ind us try  
Board and Us effects on the s trug ­
gles of the w a te rfro n t unions. Tt 
contains a new in tro du c tion  which 
sums up the need fo r the A m er­
ican w orkers “ to m a in ta in  the 
independence of th e ir  tra d e  unions 
free from  dom ination or contro l 
by governm ent boards.”

Both pamphlets may be obtained 
from  Pioneer Publishers a t 116 
U n ive rs ity  PL, New Y o rk  C ity.

‘Absentee’ Firings 
Set Pattern for 
Anti-Union Drive

BOSTON, Feb. 22. —  The 
opening shot in what promises 
to become a new nation-wide 
campaign against organized la­
bor, was fired this week when 
150 welders employed at Beth­
lehem Steel's Fore River Ship­
yard in Quincy, Mass., were 
discharged for “ absenteeism.”

This is the first mass firing  
for absenteeism that has taken 
place in the country, but the 
Big Business propaganda cam­
paign against this so-called 
“ irre s p o n s ib ility ”  indicates th a t 
s im ila r  moves against the workers 
w ill now develop rap id ly  th rough­
ou t the in d u s tr ia l areas.

As the Boston Herald  in  its  
leading ed ito ria l of Feb. 17 stated: 
“ W hat happens there (Fore R iver) 
may establish a precedent fo r the 
rest of the country .”  The Boston 
Post, also understand ing the ac­
tion, stated: “ . . . employers a ll 
over the na tion who are harrassed 
by s im ila r  problems gave three 
cheers and prepared to do lik e ­
wise.”  T ha t the editors knew what 
they were ta lk in g  about was 
evidenced by an im m ediate “ work 
or f ig h t”  u ltim a tum  given by the 
Boston Navy Yard to its  c iv ilia n  
employees, fo llow ing  Bethlehem 
Steel's action.

The Quincy P a trio tic  Ledger,  
because its  patronage is almost 
exclusive ly from  shipyard w o rk ­
ers. was forced (o give a more 
accurate p ic tu re  of absenteeism 

. . the basis of the whole 
trouble is a lack of understanding 
about the leng th  o f a w ork  week 
for industries. In  add ition  to the

(Continued on page 2)

by W ar M anpower Commissioner 
Paul M cN u tt ends a ll th is . O nly 
the W ar Shipp ing A d m in is tra ­
tion , th rough  its  R ecru itm ent and 
M anning O rgan iza tion, w ill have 
the r ig h t to  request de ferm ent 
fo r  the seamen.

The M cN utt o rder is couched in 
such general term s that the WSA 
w ill have great la titu de  fo r fu tu re  
moves against seamen and th e ir  
organizations. For one th ing , a ll 
m aritim e  personnel w i l l  be re ­
quired to reg is ter w ith  the WSA 
and to appear every s ix  months 
fo r  a review  o f th e ir  shipp ing 
record. T h is  w ill give the WSA 
an op po rtu n ity  to create an in,- 
dustry-w ldc b lack lis t of any sea­
men who resist u n io n ' busting 
maneuvers.

As fo r the noose placed around 
the necks of un ion offic ia ls, here 
is how i t  is done: The M cN utt 
order says tha t seamen who 
rem ain ashore fo r “ essential ad­
m in is tra tiv e ”  posts may be defer­
red IF  the WSA requests it .  Th is 
would g ive the W SA the power to 
decide whether or not m il ita n t 
union offic ia ls  should rem ain in  
"essential a d m in is tra tive ”  posts. 
Only those union offic ia ls who 
accepted governm ent - shipowner 
dictated po licy would be safe from  
the d ra ft.

N E W  S H IP P IN G  R U LE S

M cN u tt coupled his dra ft d irec­
tive  w ith  a new set of sh ipp ing 
rules which w ill also be imposed 
upon the seamen by the \VSA. 
Two days shore tim e is allowed fo r 
each week at sea, bu t not more 
than 30 days may be taken o ff 
at any one tim e. A t s ix  m onth in ­
tervals the W SA w il l  check the 
sh ipp ing records of a ll seamen and 
any who may not have observed 
them to the le tte r w i l l  be faced 
w ith  arm y induction.

T h is  M c N u tt order was put 
through w ith  the greatest o f se­
crecy, the m aritim e  unions hear­
ing o f it on ly a sho rt week be­
fore its  date o f e ffec t. The Sea­
fa re rs  In te rn a tion a l Union and 
the Sailors U n ion o f the Pacific , 
A F L . have announced tha t they 
w ill f ig h t  fo r  its  repeal and fo r 
the re tu rn  to  the unions o f the 
deferm ent appeal^.

The Seafarers Log. o ffic ia l organ 
of the A tla n tic  & G ulf D is tr ic t of 
the S1U. called the order the 
"gravest th re a t”  to un ion security  
and announced that the figh t 
against 11 would be taken to Con­
gressional leaders.

To date the Stalin ist-dom inated 
leadership of the N a tiona l M a ri­
tim e Union. CIO, has taken no 
public position.

Parliament Votes 
Down Move to Act 
On Beveridge Plan
Tories, Labor Heads 
Unite to Defeat 
Labor Party Motion

By M IC H A E L  CORT

The British House of Com­
mons defeated on Feb. 18. a La­
bor Party motion demanding 
the immediate creation of a 
government bureau to imple­
ment the Beveridge Plan for 
unemployment insurance and 
post-war social security.

The Churchill government, 
which defeated the motion by 
335 to 119. not only was critical 
of many sections of the entirely 
conservative Beveridge Plan, bu t 
refused even to explore any system 
of social security  u n til some 
" la te r date."

The b rie f h is to ry  o f th is  plan 
has served as an index to the 
flu c tu a tin g  fortunes of the B r it is h  
cap ita lis t ’class. The plan was 
w ritte n  by S ir W illia m  Beveridge 
d u rin g  the darkest days of the 
empire, the summer and fa ll of 
1942, when the B r it is h  arm ies 
had been driven from  Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Burm a and Libya.

The existence of the Em pire was 
threatened , and the B r it is h  w o rk ­
ers were restless and demanding 
to know what sort of a world 
they were w o rk ing  and dy ing  for.

A N E W  S IT U A T IO N

The Beveridge plan was meant 
to qu ie t the workers, to assure 
them tha t th e ir  sacrifices were not 
in vain. I t  ta lked in  rad ica l terms 
in order to d ive rt them from  
tak in g  the revo lu tiona ry  path, to 
make them believe th a t the 
cap ita lis ts  would v o lu n ta r ily  brine 
about a ju s t and equitable society 
a fte r the' war.

B ut now, when the tim e had 
come to vote qn the plan, the s it ­
uation has changed. The B rit is h  
cap ita lis ts  now feel sure o f v ic to ry  
over th e ir  German riva ls , and 
they are there fore  more confident 
o f th e ir  a b ility  to  suppress th e ir  
own w orkers ’ resistance to ex­
p lo ita tion . They cyn ica lly  d is re ­
gard the vague promises they 
made about secu rity  fo r  the 
workers, and vote against consid­
era tion o f the Beveridge plan.

to  Franco, w ith  “ U . S. support,”  
said T im e magazine, fo r  a V a t i­
can plan fo r  a reactionary Cen­
t ra l European coalition.-

S Y M P A T H Y  FOR 
F IN N IS H  G O V E R N M E N T

The F inn ish  governm ent w i l l  
soon take steps to arrange a 
separate peace, and in tends to 
request the Vatican to act as go- 
between i f  it  is inexpedient fo r 
e ithe r W ashington or London to 
take the job. according to
George Axelsson, newspaperman 
in  Sweden who has contact w ith  
H e ls in k i ( N . Y. Times. Feb. 22.)

W ashington has thus fa r  refused 
to declare w ar on F in land, a l­
though i t  is  being used by H itte r  
as a base fo r  a ir  a ttacks on U. S. 
ships. A nd although B r ita in  is 
fo rm a lly  at w a r w ith  F in land. 
C h u rch ill was reported, w h ile  he 
was in  Turkey, to have held a 
conference w ith  the F inn ish  
m in is te r to tha t country.

Ever since the f irs t  rum ors of 
a F inn ish  peace move, the N. Y. 
T imes, organ o f the Am erican 
m onopoly cap ita lis ts , has been 
c lam oring  fo r  aid to the F inn ish

raents, on Feb. 17 noted e d ito r ia lly  
tha t the F inn ish  governm ent 
hopes " th a t our State Departm ent 
w ill yet be able to save them from  
the consequences o f a H it le r  
defeat" and appealed fo r a U. S. 
declaration of w a r on F in land.

The whole discussion around 
F in land  is being carried  on in  the 
ca p ita lis t press as though thè 
issue were: W ill the Soviet Union 
take a slice of F in land  to 
strengthen Us fro n tie rs  s tra teg ic­
a lly?

In re a lity  the issues are fa r  
more deep go ing. F in land  since 
1918 has been an im p e ria lis t 
pawn on the borders o f the Soviet 
U n ion, and no t the pawn o f the 
German ru lin g  class alone. S« 
long as F in land  rem ains capital« 
is t i t  w i l l  rem ain a base from  
which new im p e ria lis t a ttacks can 
he launched against the w o rk ­
ers’ state. W e are fo r  the se lf- 
de te rm ina tion  o f the F inn ish  peo­
ple but th a t can come on ly when 
it  is an independent Soviet F in ­
land.

S IK O R S K I S P E A K S  O UT

The Polish prim e m in is te r, Gen-
governm ent. In  an ed ito ria l on eral W lad is law  S iko rsk i, was en-
Feb. 17 it  s ta ted ; “ Despite her 
present a lignm ent. F in land de­
serves our sym pathy, fo r  she is 
one o f the sm all nations v ic t im ­
ized by the power po litics  o f her 
m ig h ty  ne ighbors.”  E v id en tly  the 
Times believes the F inn ish gov­
ernm ent is more to he p itied than 
censured fo r  its  a lliance w ith  
H itle r , and holds the Soviet Union 
equa lly responsible w ith  Germany 
fo r  th is  alliance.

The Times ed ito ria l even offers 
the services o f the Am erican gov­
ernm ent to the F inn ish  ru lin g  
class, declaring tha t "the  A m eri­
can Government, an a lly  of Rus­
sia wh ich also m a in ta ins  d ip lo ­
m atic  re la tions w ith  F in land , is 
in  a s tra teg ic  position to act as 
possible m ed ia to r."

R E A L  M E A N IN G  OF 
F IN N IS H  M OVES

In  sharp contrast the Moscow 
radio on Feb. 19 broadcast a 
strong denunciation of the F inn ish  
government. W hile  not re fe rr in g  
to the reports of a F inn ish  peace 
move. Moscow ob lique ly indicated 
opposition to fu r th e r B r it is li-  
Am erican negotiations w ith  F in ­
land.

The S ta lin is t D a ily  W orker, 
which has been strange ly quiet fo r 
tlie  most pa rt on a ll these develop-

couraged fo r the firs t tim e  t.< 
come ou t w ith  a pub lic  critic isn ! 
of the Soviet Un ion on Feb. 21. 
T h is  can be expla ined on ly  by 
the increasing anti-S ovie t specu­
la tion  and discussion under way 
in London and W ashington a t 
the present tim e.

S iko rsk i has been known as the 
leader of the Soviet-“ collabora- 
t io h is t”  w ing  of the Polish ru lin g  
class, and has h ith e rto  come under 
heavy fire  from  the anti-Soviet 
"co lla bo ra tion is t”  w ing  which is 
dom inant in  Polish-Am erican and 
P o lish -B ritish  cap ita lis t circles. 
Up to now S iko rsk i has deemed i t  
unwise to openly te ll h is  c r it ic s  
what was in  his m ind, hu t he 
now feels a l i t t le  bolder as the 
resu lt of the general atmosphere 
in  London and W ashington.

In  an in te rv ie w  w ith  the press, 
S iko rsk i said th a t “ there are very 
great d ifficu ltie s  w ith  Russia”  at 
present. He “ hoped”  they could 
be overcome and tha t Poland’s 
pre-war fro n tie rs  would be re­
stored. In  o ther words, S iko rsk i 
wants to overcome “ present d if ­
ficu ltie s " on his own ternts.

W hat these term s are was 
revealed on Feb. 4 by the well- 
in form ed head of the Chicago

(Continued on page 2)

(Continued on page 2)

Next Week's Issue
of The M il ita n t  w il l contain 
a detailed report from  Mexico 
o f the recent f in a l hearings 
in the t r ia l o f “ F rank  Jacson,”  
GPU assassin o f Leon T ro t­
sky.

Next Sunday Forum To Hear 
‘Labor Party Prospects-1943’

Why do American workers need their own independent poli­
tical organizations? How are the trade unions becoming poli­
tically conscious? What is the significance o f the recent elections 
and the pact for jo in t legislative activ ity between the AFL, the 
CIO. the Railroad Brotherhoods and the National Farmers 
Union? What is the attitude of the Trotskyists toward an Inde­
pendent Labor P a rty  based on the r
trade unions?

These are some of the questions 
which W illia m  F. W arde w ill 
discuss in  his up-to-the-minute 
la llt  on "Labor P arty  Prospects— 
1943.” -to be given. Feb. 28, 8 P.M., 
at the Sunday Open Forum , 
Second F loor. 116 U n ive rs ity  PL, 
New Y ork  C ity.

The lecture, w h ich  should prove 
especially educational to trade 
union m ilita n ts , w il l he followed

by a question and discussion 
period, and refreshments.

T lte fo llow ing  Sunday evening, 
March 7,. the noted labor leader, 
V. R. Dunne of M inneapolis, w i l i -  
spealc on “ Labor and the Four 
Freedoms.”

Announcem ent of fu tu re  lec­
tures w il l  be mailed on request by 
the New Y o rk  School of Social 
Science, 116 U n ive rs ity  Pi., wh ich 
is sponsoring the Forum .

Gandhi Fast Exposes Real 
Aims O f British In India
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A Short History 
of ‘The Militant’

A Program For Child Care
By H E L E N  R U S S E LL

The Biddle-Post Office attack 
against' The M il ita n t  is  in  re a lity  
directed against the e n t i r e  
T ro ts k y is t movement. F o r through- 
out its  close to fifteen years of 
active life , The M ilita n t  has been 
the expression o f the aim , program  
and organ ization o f the T ro tsky is t 
pa rty , presenting a t once an 
analysis and a ca ll to action. I t  
is  on ly  In  th is  lig h t th a t workers 
can understand the fu l l  m eaning 
o f the a d m in is tra tio n ’s attem pts 
to silence th is  paper.

The h is to ry  of The M ilita n t  has 
been the h is to ry  o f a con tinual 
figh t fo r  the p rinc ip les  o f in te rna ­
tio n a l revo lu tiona ry  socialism  on 
tw o fro n ts ; on one hand, against 
the cap ita lis t system of exp lo ita ­
tion , and on the other, against 
the betrayers of the w orkers ’ 
s trugg le  fo r socialism .

In  1928 The M il ita n t  made its  
f irs t  appearance as a resu lt of the 
increasing sharpness of the ba ttle  
o f the in te rna tiona l revo lu tiona ry  
socia lis t position  of the Russian 
le f t  opposition led by Leon 
T ro tsky  against the bureaucratic 
n a tion a lis t po licy o f S ta lin . Though 
the po in ts a t issue m ay have ap­
peared obscure to some, in  re a lity  
the program m atic  s trugg le in ­
volved the basic issue o f w hether 
the Russian Revolu tion was to 
live , grow, and extend itse lf 
th roughou t the w orld , thereby in ­
su rin g  its  complete v ic to ry , or 
w hether i t  was to be underm ined 
and strangled by the na tiona lis t 
non-revolu tionary po licy o f the 
K re m lin  bureaucracy.

The M il ita n t  appeared a fte r the 
S ix th  Congress of the Communist 
In te rn a tion a l, when some A m er­
ican delegates had returned 
determ ined to defend the T ro tsky ­
is t policies in  the Communist 
P a rty  o f th is  coun try  and had 
been e ithe r expelled or suspended 
from  membership. T ro tsky  ' had 
been expelled from  the Com intern, 
bu t was no t ye t exiled from  the 
Soviet Union. A l l  democratic 
channels w ith in  the C om intern to 
express h is views had been 
il le g a lly  denied to h im .

The f irs t  h is to r ic  issues o f The 
M ilita n t  contained documents of 
the  L e ft Opposition w h ich  had 
been suppressed by S ta lin , among 
w h ich  were artic les  by T ro tsky  in 
c r it ic is m  'o f the D ra ft Program  
of the C om intern and Le n in ’s 
famous “ Last Testament.”  The 
pub lica tion  of such documents 
was a task of g reat h is to ric  im ­
portance and is one which the 
T ro ts k y is t movement continues to 
c a rry  on to th is  day in  answer to 
S ta lin is t d is to rtions of h is to ry.

A t  th is  period The M il ita n t  was 
there fore p r im a r ily  a theoretica l 
organ engaged in  a program m atic 
ba ttle  w ith  the S ta lin is t bureau­
cracy. T ro tsky ’s a rtic le  c r it ic iz in g  
the D ra ft Program , w h ich  ex­
ploded the S ta lin is t theory of 
b u ild in g  socialism  in  one country 
and pointed out the c r im in a l p o li­
t ic a l m istakes— p a rtic u la r ly  in  the 
Chinese Revolu tion —  resu lting  
from. S ta lin ’s policies', was la te r 
published as a book, "The T h ird  
In te rn a tio n a l a fte r Len in .”  Many 
d id  no t see the issues c learly  then. 
O nly the b lind  can fa i l  to see 
them now.

The S ta lin is t leaders, to be sure, 
understood the issues even then— 
and th e ir  answer to the force of 
arguments o f the L e ft Opposition 
was the argument, o f force. Arm ed 
bands attem pted to te rrorize  
M ilita n t  salesmen, m any of 
whom were beaten and had th e ir  
papers to rn  fro m  th e ir  hands. 
M eetings called by the L e ft Op­
position  were broken up by the 
S ta lin is t hooligans, us ing brass 
knuckles and knives.

The M il ita n t  of the ea rly  period 
has m any such reports of the 
gangster tactics of the C.P. leader­
ship. I t  also, however,, served 
notice to the S ta lin is t hooligans 
th a t the  new ly-born T ro tsky is t 
movement was prepared to defend 
its e lf  from  physical violence by 
w orkers ’ defense guards. A fte r 
these defense guards were formed, 
the reports  of such violence grew 
rare.

Appeals to the Com m unist P arty  
ra n k  and file to re tu rn  to the 
in te rn a tio n a lis t pos ition  figured 
p ro m ine n tly  in  the paper’s 
columns. As members throughout 
the w orld  were expelled, they 
grouped themselves around The 
M ilita n t,  sending in  le tte rs  s ta ting  
th e ir  agreement w ith  the funda­
m ental posit/on upheld by the 
paper.

Thus the nuclear membership 
and the in it ia l organ izationa l 
s truc tu re  o f the T ro ts k y is t p a rty  
took fo rm , w ith  The M ilita n t  
serv ing  as a focus fo r the regroup­
in g  o f the Am erican revo lu tiona ry  
movement. A  hand fu l o f people 
who c lea rly  saw w hat was hap­
pening to  the Russian Revolu tion 
under the bureaucratic g rip  of 
S ta lin ism  un ited to fo rm  the L e ft 
Opposition. The M il ita n t  was 
founded as th e ir  p rin c ip a l weapon 
in  th is  struggle, and through 
m any changes in  fo rm  and func­
tio n  i t  continues to be the ex­
pression o f the w orkers ’ figh t fo r 
socialism .

(T h is  is the f irs t in  a series of 
a rtic les  on the  h is to ry  o f The 
M ilita n t.)

Trade Unions Should Demand Setting Up 
Of Nurseries Within the Factories

B y IR E N E  JA M E S
In  D e tro it there is a p lan w o rk ­

ed ou t by the CIO Council’s Com­
m ittee on Day Care o f C h ildren 
w ith  the Office of C iv ilia n  
Defense, to set up a neighborhood 
nursery in  every m ile  rad ius 
where there are 25 ch ild ren  whose 
mothers w o rk  in  w ar plants. As­
sum ing th a t the nursery  is cen­
t ra lly  located, th is  means a ha lf- 
m ile  t r ip  fo r  m any o f the women. 
A lthough th is  p lan represents an 
advance on present conditions, I  
th in k  on ly  a w o rk ing  m other who 
has had to cope w ith  i t  t herself, 
can appreciate ju s t w hat i t  means 
to take one o r two sm all ch ildren 
h a lf a m ile , frequ en tly  in  bad 
weather, before s ta rt in g  on a sec­
ond t r ip  to  the p lan t.

I  v iv id ly  remember one dark 
m orn ing  when I  had to  m aneuver 
m y baby carriage th rough  an ice 
storm . T u rn in g  a corner, I  h i t  a 
b lin d in g  n o rth  w ind. I  was forced 
to w a lk  backwards on the s lick  
pavement and drag the coach a fte r 
me; I  m iscalculated, the coach 
Spun away and landed in  a snow­
d r if t .  I  was t ry in g  to yank i t  out 
when a tru c k  pu lled up. The 
d riv e r got down, helped me to free 
the coach, and looked startled  
when he saw m y baby, ju s t fou r 
months old.

“ I ’m no t crazy,”  I  said defen­
sive ly. “ I  don’t  do th is  fo r fu n !”

Ice storm s are rare. A t r ip  to 
the nursery would no t seem so 
d iff ic u lt  i f  i t  were the on ly t r ip  
wh ich a m other had to make. B ut 
a fte r she brings her ch ild ren  to 
the nu rsery  i t  w i l l  take her anoth­
er h a lf  hour, even an hour, to  get 
to  the p lan t. A t  the end o f 8 o r 
10 hours a t the fa c to ry , a s im ila r  
job of double transporta tion  awaits 
her. She is then expected to shop 
— a t n igh t, when stores are closed 
o r sold out— and cook the m ain 
meal of the day.

The w orkers found a sim ple 
answer to th is  problem  in  the

Soyiet U n ion ; 'Nurseries at the 
p lan t i ts e lf !  A  s t i l l  be tte r plan 
would be nurseries a t housing 
projects fo r m others in  indus try , 
Pending such projects, the next 
best p lan is  nurseries a t the p lant.

P L A N T  N U R S E R IE SI
In  isolated instances, nurseries 

have been established a t p lan ts in  
England, and a few o f th is  type 
ex is t in  the U n ited States. Such 
nurseries com pletely e lim inate  
the problem of double transporta­
tio n . A t  the same tim e, the hours 
of a p la n t nursery  au tom atica lly  
ad just to the m other’s w o rk ing  
hours.

B y  contrast, in  a neighborhood 
nursery w h ich  cares fo r  as many 
as 60 ch ild ren, one m other w ill 
w o rk  on a 7 A. M. s h ift, another 
w i l l  go to a 10 A. M. office job. 
One gets through a t three in  the 
afternoon, another a t seven in  the 
evening. I t  is  im possible fo r  the 
neighborhood nursery to ad just 
to a ll these schedules, and as a 
resu lt the m other usua lly  needs 
extra  help before the nursery 
opens o r a fte r i t  closes. T h is  prob­
lem does no t ex is t in  a p lan t 
nu rsery ; workers on the same 
s h ift  have u n ifo rm  hours.

Through th e ir  unions, w o rk ing  
mothers should demand the o r­
ganization o f such nurseries, and 
put pressure on the federal gov­
ernm ent to cooperate w ith  the 
workers in  plans to set up and 
finance them.

I t  m ig h t, however, take several 
m onths to organize such plahs 
and bu ild  the nurseries. In  the 
meantime, neglected ch ild ren  can 
receive im m edia te  care in  m any 
nurseries th a t are now open h a lf 
the day. The un ion movement 
should lose no tim e  in  exerting  
pressure on the governm ent to 
lengthen the hours o f these 
nurseries, low er the age o f en try, 
and make them more accessible 
to workers.

100 Hear Morrow Speak 
A t First Sunday Forum

Speaking on “ The Class Mean­
ing  o f the Soviet V ic to ries ”  to an 
in tensely in terested New Y ork  
audience o f w e ll over 100 at the 
firs t of a series of Sunday Open 
Forums, F e lix  M orrow , ed ito r of 
F ourth  In te rn a tio n a l, stated tha t 
the f irs t v ic to ries  o f the Red 
A rm y have already revealed the 
fundam ental h o s t ility  between 
the ca p ita lis t states and the 
workers’ state.

L is tin g  a series o f anti-Soviet 
moves by thé cap ita lis t “ friends”  
o f the USSR, he quoted Lord  
Beaverbrook’s adm ission th a t the 
Red A rm y  had captured in  two 
months more equipm ent from  the 
Nazis than they had received from  
England and the U. S. since the 
s ta rt o f the war.

The v ic to ries  of the Red A rm y  
have caused panic no t on ly 
amongst the Nazis bu t among the 
reactionaries in  the U n ited  Na­
tions who fe a r th a t the  new confi­
dence and h igh  m orale o f the Red 
A rm y  bodes i l l  fo r  th e ir  plans to 
make a deal w ith  S ta lin  guarantee­
ing them against a Socia list 
Europe.

M orrow  showed th a t on ly  upon 
the basis of na tionalized property 
could the Soviet U n ion conduct 
the desperate defense measures 
involved in  the “ scorched ea rth ”  
po licy and in  m oving en tire  in ­
dustries hundreds of m iles in to  
the in te r io r.

The stranglehold of the S ta lin  
bureaucracy, M orrow  stated, has 
progressively weakened w ith  every 
new Red A rm y  v ic to ry  and its  
consequent rise  o f' m orale among 
the Soviet masses. The Red A rm y  
is fig h tin g  fo r  a Socia list Europe 
as w e ll as a Socia list Russia, he 
declared, and they w i l l  never sub­
m it to any underhanded deal to 
-preserve cap ita lism  in  Europe fo r 
the benefit o f the ve ry  same im ­
pe ria lis t powers th a t attem pted to 
overth row  the October 1917 
Revolution.

A  num ber of Com m unist P arty  
members and sym pathizers were 
In the audience and partic ipated 
in  the  question and discussion 
period w h ich followed the lecture.

A fte r the discussion period was 
concluded, refreshm ents were 
served.

The Sunday Open Forum , spon­
sored by the New Y ork  School of 
Social Science, presents lectures 
on cu rre n t topics every Sunday 
evening, 8 P. M „ a t its  ha ll, second 
floor, 116 U n ive rs ity  PL, New 
Y o rk .' See Page 1 fo r  announce­
ment of next lectures.

This chart, prepared by Consumers U nion, shows th a t the cost o f l iv in g  has in ­
creased alm ost 22% since A ugust, 1939; re ta il c lo th in g  prices 27% ; wholesale prices 
33% ; re ta il food prices 40% ; and basic com m odities 42%. (Federated P ic tu re )

Senate Sub-Committee OK’s¡

The ‘Equal Rights’Amendment

New Anti-Union Drive Is 
Seen In 'Absentee'  Case

(Continued fro m  page 1)
56 hour week, a lo t  oL shipyard 
workers are w o rk in g  even longer 
hours.”

CIO E X P L A N A T IO N

The op in ion of m ost Yard w o rk ­
ers on the mass f ir in g s  was 
probably best expressed by James

By L A R IS S A  R E E D
A Senate Judiciary subcom­

mittee has submitted 'a favor­
able report on the “ Equal 
Rights”  amendment to the fu ll 
committee, and the reactionary 
sponsors of this falsely-named 
b ill were delighted “ with the 
rapidity with which i t  was re­
ported out o f the subcommit­
tee,”  reports the N. Y. Times of 
Feb. 17. This b ill is being rush­
ed through for adoption with 
the vigorous aid of a reactionary 
bloc in  the Senate, both Democrat 
and Republican alike.

One S enatoria l supporte r declar­
ed “ th a t the hundreds of legal 
d isc rim ina tions  against women 
throughout the country should be 
done away w ith  fo r  good and a ll 
by an amendment to the Constitu­
tion .”  I t  is tru e  th a t m any state 
laws d isc r im in a tin g  against wom­
en are s t i l l  in  effect. I t  is th is  fact 
which has m isled prom inent 
liberals, lik e  Pearl Buck, author, 
in to  com ing out in  support of the 
“ Equal R igh ts”  am ehdm entv

W ha t these people do no t un­
derstand is th a t b lanket leg is la ­
tion  o f th is  k ind  would cancel out 
the good w ith  the bad. In  fact,

the rea l aim s o f the b i l l  are to 
abolish a ll pro tection  fo r  women 
in  in du s try , achieved on ly  a fte r  
many years o f hard s trugg le  by 
the labo r movement.

In  the pre-war era, d isc rim in a ­
to ry  laws against women were 
used to prevent women from  en­
te rin g  in du s try , o r to h ire  them 
at much low er pay. The argum ent 
then used by the bosses was tha t 
women are b io log ica lly  d iffe re n t 
from  men, and there fore less 
capable than men. B u t the w ar 
has brought about a change in  
conditions. Now labor power is 
in such demand th a t there is ta lk  
of d ra ftin g  women fo r  industry .

This need has brought a r ig h t-  
about-face in  the a ttitu d e  o f the 
bosses and th e ir  reactionary  
agents, both public and p riva te . 
Whereas fo rm e rly  they declared 
th a t women were d iffe re n t from  
men fo r  the purpose o f d isc rim ­
in a tin g  aga inst them, now they 
declare there is no d iffe rence 
whatsoever between women and 
men, and launch th e ir  a ll-o u t as­
sau lt upon leg is la tion  safeguard­
ing  women w orkers.

The fac t is  th a t there is a d if ­
ference between women and men; 
a very im p o rtan t d ifference. The

burden of pregnancy cannot be 
equally d iv ided between women 
and men; nor the specific tasks 
of a m other before, d u rin g  and 
a fte r pregnancy. T h is  does not 
prevent women from  being fu lly  
as e ffic ien t and capable as men 
in  in d u s try  o r in  any other field 
— as is be ing proven every day in 
th is  w ar period.

In  the past we opposed the re ­
actiona ry  use made o f th is  un ­
deniable d iffe rence  by the bosses 
to d iscrim ina te  aga inst women. 
Today we oppose th e ir  equally re ­
actionary a tte m p t to  deny th is  
d iffe rence in  an e f fo r t  to  deprive 
women w orkers o f necessary le g ­
is la tive  pro tection .

The w ealthy and pampered 
women who comprise the N ational 
W oman’s Party, -which has brought 
fo rw a rd  th is  b i l l a t every Con­
gress fo r the past 20 years, frow n 
on protective le g is la tio n  fo r wom ­
en, lim ite d  as i t  is: They, them ­
selves, do no t w o rk  in  the fac­
tories. And special laws in te rfe re  
w ith  the fu l l  exp lo ita tion  of 
women workers, out of w h ich  they 
and th e ir  boss-busbands derive the 
immense pro fits  w h ich  keep them 
in  com fort and idleness. They 
regard a ll pro tective leg is la tion  fo r 
women as “ d isc rim in a to ry .”

Anti-Soviet Maneuvers Reported

Next Week’s 
Class

o f the New  Y o rk  School o f 
Social Science

March 3, 8:15 P. M.

"Laws o f Dialectical 
Logic”

W illia m  W arde, in s tru c to r

11G U n iv e rs ity  PL New Y o rk

(Continued from  page I )

Sun’s London Bureau, F rederick 
K uh , who said:

W H A T  T H E  P O LIS H  
R U LE R S  R E A L L Y  W A N T

“ I t  is known th a t Gen. W ladis- 
law  S iko rsk i, Polish prem ier, d u r­
in g  his recent v is it  to  W ash ing­
ton handed President Roosevelt a 
memorandum dealing w ith  the 
fu tu re  fro n tie rs  o f Poland. . .

“ W hat does S iko rsk i want? H is 
governm ent in  London is th in k in g  
o f crea ting  a Greater Poland.

“ W ould th a t include East 
Prussia, the whole o f S ilesia and, 
in  the West, a Polish fro n tie r  
bounded by the R ive r Oder? 
W ould Czechoslovak Teschen be 
included in  th is  b lue p rin t of the 
fu tu re  Poland? V ilna?  W ould there 
be an ‘independent’ L ith u a n ia  
under Polish influence? A nd would 
Poland’s eastern boundary revert 
to the 1919 R iga T rea ty  line  em­
bodying m illio n s  of U kra in ians 
and W h ite  Russians?

“ Those are defin ite  proposals 
we hear from  in flu e n tia l Poles 
in  London nowadays.”

To establish such a G reater 
Poland would thus be a t the ex­
pense o f the Soviet U n ion. The 
1919 fro n tie r  was forced upon the 
young Soviet repub lic  by w orld  
c a p ita lis t in te rven tion .

F urtherm ore, K uh  w rites, “ two 
o ther ideas are now in  the fo re ­
f ro n t o f the m ind  of the Polish 
government. One is a system of 
federations, o f Europe: a federa­
tion  em bracing Poland, Czecho­
slovakia and H ungary, and an­
o ther emcompassing a ll the Balkan 
state. . .”

N E W  A N T I-S O V IE T  
C O A L IT IO N  SO UG HT

Such a coa lition  w ould ob­
v iously  no t be directed p r im a r ily  
against Germany, w h ich  would 
have to  be defeated before a 
federation could be established; 
its  ch ie f purpose would be to blocx 
o ff and iso late the Soviet Union 
from  the rest of Europe, to func­
tio n  as an organized obstacle to 
the spread of revo lu tion.

The o thpr idea of the Polish 
government, says K uh, is “ to 
favo r s trong ly  the earliest pos­
sible A llie d  expedition in to  the 
Balkans so th a t Am erican, B r it is h  
and Polish troops could reach 
Eastern o r Centra l Europe at least

as soon as the Red A rm y. These 
tendencies are .ce rta in ly  he ighten­
in g  Russian suspicions.”

A  second f ro n t th rough  the 
Balkans is regarded w ith  suspi­
cion by the Red A rm y  because i t  
believes th a t i t  would be aimed 
as much aga inst the Soviet posi­
tion  in  post-w ar Europe as i t  
would be aimed against the A x is  
du ring  the w ar.

T H E  V A T IC A N ’S P LA N S

A n increas ing ly  im p o rtan t role 
in  anti-Sovie t maneuvers is being 
assumed by the V atican, which 
was named as one of the parties 
in  the F inn ish  negotiations th is  
week.

“ The Church regards the spread 
o f Com m unist doctrine and Rus­
sian in fluence as its  f irs t prob­
lem,”  says an a rtic le  on Archbishop 
Spellm an’s t r ip  in  Tim e  magazine 
of Feb. 22. T h is  was demonstrated 
la s t Christm as when in  h is an­
nual message Pope P ius X I I  
condemned “ the various form s of

B E E N  G IV E N  
PLANS.”

TO TH E S E

S P E L L M A N 'S  T R IP

The same Tim e  a rtic le , also 
notes th a t “ the appo intm ent of 
M usso lin i’s son-in-law, Count Ga- 
leazzo Ciano, as Ita lia n  envoy to 
the H o ly  See placed h im  in  
Vatican circles where he could 
m ing le  w ith  envoys of nations at 
war w ith  I ta ly .”

The Feb. 18 issue o f the X*. Y. 
Times carried  a dispatch from  
Berne, Sw itzerland, s ta tin g  tha t 
“ in fo rm ed observers in  Rome”  
lin ke d  Spellman’s t r ip  “ w ith  the 
outbreak o f a wave o f rum ors of 
peace feelers and the m anifest 
e ffo rts  to hasten the accred iting  
o f Count Ciano to the H o ly  See.”  
T h is  is a d ip lom atic  w ay of say­
in g  th a t Spellman w i l l  probably 
meet w ith  Ciano ju s t as he met 
w ith  Franco on h is  way to Rome.

“ SER IO U S P R O B LE M S ”

Celebrations o f the tw en ty -fifth
M arx ian  Socialism ”  and fa iled  to ann iversary of the Red A rm y ’s
even m ention the word fascism.

“ One means o f opposing a Rus­
sian sphere of in fluence,”  the 
Tim e  a rtic le  continues, “ would 
be "a Catholic Fédération, pivoted 
on a C atholic Austria -H ungary, 
supported by Danubien agrarian  
parties and possibly in vo lv in g  
èxiled Otto Habsburg, who ap­
pa ren tly  has potent friends in  
h igh places. Poland would be a 
no rthe rn  anchor, I ta ly  the southern 
anchor of such a federation. But, 
should resto ra tion  o f the Hab- 
sburgs meet w ith  too great 
resistance from  socia list Freemas­
on Czechs and pro-Russian Yugo­
slavs, an Eastern European Catho­
lic  Fédération m ig h t be contrived, 
b ind ing  Catholic groups together 
in  a B a lkan cordon san ita ire  from  
Poland to  the M editerranean.

“ Invasion of H it le r ’s Europe 
m ay be aimed through the B a l­
kans. I f  so, one resu lt could be 
a m isunderstand ing w ith  the Rus­
sians, whose arm ies would be in  
the n o rth  w h ile  A llie d  arm ies 
were m oving in  from  the south. 
The best hope of avo id ing such 
a m isunderstand ing is a complete 
rapprochement w ith  Moscow. Lack, 
in g  tha t, the plans credited to the 
V a tican  appeared to be among the 
few under real consideration.H IG H 
SOURCES IN  W ASHING TO N 
REPO RTED T H A T  A T  LE A S T 
SOME .U . S. SUPPORT H A D

found ing  were held in  several 
parts o f B r ita in  las t week-end. 
The N. Y. Times o f Feb. 22 re­
ports th a t in  C a rd iff alone, more 
than  23,000 people, ch ie fly  coal 
m iners, jo ined in  the celebration. 
We can be certa in  th a t the C a rd iff 
m iners were sincere ly celebrating 
the Soviet v ic to ries ; bu t there 
were im p o rtan t forces in  B r ita in  
w h ich  were fa r  from  happy about 
these victories.

As Raymond D anie ll reports 
from  London in  th is  same issue 
of the Times, the Anglo-Soviet 
trea ty  has no t “ com plete ly e lim in ­
ated fears, held in  some quarters 
in  the U n ited States and B r ita in , 
th a t a complete Russian v ic to ry  
in  Europe w i l l  ra ise serious prob­
lems fo r  the democracies. . .

“ These m atters, and also the 
question o f w hether i t  is  wise to 
in tervene w ith  the opening of a 
second f ro n t im m ed ia te ly  o r to 
w a it u n t il the Red A rm y  is  less 
of an irre s is tib le  force than at 
present, are discussed un o ffic ia lly  
in  London and in  W ash ing to n .. . ”

M O RE ON S IZ E  
OF U . S. A R M Y

The M il ita n t  last week reported 
A r th u r  J iro c k ’s statem ent in  the 
Feb. 12 Tim es th a t the reason fo r 
the general s ta ff ’s decision to 
bu ild  a U. S. A rm y  o f more than 
10,000,000 men m ay be to coun­

teract the post-war demands of the 
Soviet Union at the “ peace ta b le :”  
and his observation th a t “ tha t 
would be an aswer ca llin g  fo r  
serious consideration. . .”

T h is  week, on Feb. 22, the m i l i ­
ta ry  ed ito r of the Times, Hanson 
W. B a ldw in , gave a p o lite r version 
of K ro ck ’s exp lanation fo r a large 
A rm y : “ A m erica ’s voice a t the 
(peace) conference table m ust be 
an im portant, voice i f  the whole 
job o f the w ar is not to be re­
peated in  another 25 to 50 years; 
yet the A m erican po in t o f view  
w ill be on ly  as a u th o rita tive  as 
the m il ita ry  strength behind it .  
T h is  is  no t power po litics  but 
rea lism .”  A nd obviously “ A m er­
ica ’s voice”  w i l l  not have to be 
directed against the already 
defeated A x is  powers a t th a t tim e.

A  s im ila r  exp lanation is cited 
in  the  Feb. 22 issue o f Time, 
w h ich  says th a t the proposal fo r  

’a la rge A rm y  m ay be “ insurance 
against the po ss ib ility  th a t a 
v ic to rious Russia m ig h t dom inate 
the en tire  con tinent o f Europe.”

(See page 3 fo r  M. M o rrison ’s 
a rtic le  on “ W hy the Reaction­
aries A rc  W orried  A bou t Soviet 
Gains.” )

Parliament Votes 
Down Move to Act
On Beveridge Plan

(Continued from  page 1)
A ctua lly , of course, the Beveridge 

plan was no rea l so lu tion to the 
problems o f low  wages and un ­
em ployment w h ich  was the 
chronic lo t of the B r it is h  w o rk­
ers. The Beveridge p lan was 
no th ing  more than a rehash of 
already ex is ting  social secu rity  
laws w ith  the  benefits fo r the un­
employed and the prem ium s 
revised s lig h tly  upwards.

B u t even so m ild  a re fo rm  as 
th is  m et w ith  a flood o f abuse 
in  the B r it is h  press, and defeat 
in  Parliam ent. The p lan was as­
sailed as a step “ along the road 
to Moscow.”  The I.ondon D a ily  
Telegraph warned against “ exces­
sive secu rity ”  fo r  the workers 
and the N. Y. Tim es chimed in  
w ith  the charge tha t the plan 
would “ reduce the incentive to 
work.”

C hief among the opponents of 
the plan were the pow erfu l B r it ­
ish  insurance companies who 
annua lly  reap hundreds o f m il­
lions o f do lla rs from  the sale of 
Insurance to workers.

RO LE OF T H E  
LA B O R  L IE U T E N A N T S

W hen the vote on the plan 
fin a lly  came, the cap ita lis t class 
had succeeded in  d r iv in g  its  labor 
lieutenants in to  line . A lthough  the 
o ffic ia l Labor Party , m eeting in  
caucus, decided to press fo r  ap­
proval of the m otion fo r  im ­
mediate action on the plan, the 
key labor men in  C h u rc h ill’s gov­
ernm ent sided w ith  the T ory  
m a jo rity . Labor M in is te r E rnest 
Bevin and Home Secretary H erbert 
M orrison took p rom inen t p a rt in  
the debate and de feat o f the  m o­
tion .

Bevin and M orrison  expounded 
the C h urch ill theory th a t the tim e  
fo r  social re fo rm  is a fte r  the ene­
my has been defeated.

W hile  th is  defeat does not end 
a ll consideration o f the Beveridge 
Plan (the Labor P a rty  has in ­
dicated i t  w i l l  continue to cam­
paign fo r i t ) ,  the prospects fo r  its  
adoption are extrem ely s lim .

B u t adopted o r not, the plan 
fo r unem ploym ent insurance pay­
ments w i l l  have l i t t le  effect upon 
the su ffe rin g  of the w orkers under 
cap ita lism  and w il l  not re ta rd  fo r 
a m oment the decay of the system.

C apita lism  is beyond pa tch ing 
up w ith  re fo rm . I t  m ust be d is­
carded and replaced w ith  a sound 
social system which w il l  e lim in ­
ate the evils o f unem ploym ent by 
abolishing unem ploym ent its e lf.

E. M arino, representative of the 
CIO In d u s tr ia l U n ion o f M arine 
and S h ipb u ild in g  W orkers, who 
stated th a t the discharges were an 
a ttem pt by the company to “ keep 
the Yard fro m  being organized 
by the CIO, w h ich  has been seek­
in g  to become the ba rga in ing 
agent fo r  the Fore R ive r Yard .”  
M arino  charged th a t the company 
was us ing the charge o f absentee­
ism as a “ b lin d ”  fo r  “ im proper 
p lann ing  w h ich  caused lack of 
w ork.”

The CIO also charged th a t two- 
th ird s  of the ways in  the sh ip­
yard were id le  in  spite of the 
firs t p r io r ity  tha t shipyards have 
on a ll m ateria ls . These charges 
appear to be well-founded, fo r  
w h ile  the company lo ud ly  an­
nounced the mass discharges of 
the welders, they were qu ie tly- 
lay ing  o ff  men from  other de­
pa rtm ents  th rou gh ou t the Y ard , 
especially in  the bo ile r shop.

In  preparation fo r  the discharges, 
the company ins tructed  the super­
v iso ry s ta ff a few weeks ago to 
check a ll w o rkers  fo r  absentee­
ism, loafing o r lateness, and issued 
special record blanks fo r  th is  
purpose. The company also an­
nounced a t th a t tim e  th a t the 
th ird  offense fo r  any one of the 
three item s was punishable by 
discharge and d ra ft  reclassifica­
tion.

C O M P A N Y ’S R E A L  A IM

Aside from  the f irs t  announce­
ment of the mass firings, the com­
pany has made no fu r th e r  fo rm a l 
statements. Its  v iew po in t has, 
however, been represented by the 
Independent Union of Fore R i\e r  
W orkers, the company un ion and 
in h e r ito r  of the old Employees 
Representative Plan, w h ich  h u r­
ried  to assure everyone, in  long 
statements, th a t the company was 
w h o lly  ju s tified  and th a t the com­
pany un ion supported the  action. 
The CIO, a lthough no t recognized 
by the company, has taken up the 
case o f the 150 men and is  ca lling  
a mass pro test m eeting on Feb. 
28 a t F aneu il H a ll in  Boston.

As most workers are aware, the 
real d rive  is no t against so-eallcd 
m is fits  in  in du s try . I t  is  obvious 
th a t such a tremendous na tion ­
wide cam paign w ou ld  n o t be 
necessary to get r id  o f a com­
pa ra tive ly  few persons. I f  th is  
were the  em ployers’ goal, a fe w  
p in k  slips would have solved the 
problem. W hat is more log ica l is 
th a t th is  la te s t action is tha  
p re lim in a ry  ground w o rk  fo r  a 
new and intense d rive  against 
labor m ilita n ts  and organized 
labo r in  general.

I t  is  no t s u rp ris in g  th a t the 
test case was made a t an unor­
ganized p la n t where resistance 
would n a tu ra lly  be less organized 
and less effective than in  an o r­
ganized p lant.

The barrage of an ti-un ion propa­
ganda th a t has been la id  down 
th roughou t the  coun try  can on ly  
mean there w i l l  be a fo llow -up 
w ith  a broader a ttack  on labor. 
T h is  is the rea l fight. The a ttack 
on absenteeism is m ere ly  the 
fro n t.
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Negro S truggle
By Albert P arker.

A Government' Pamphlet On the Negroes
should f ig h t  aga inst ra th e r than 
w hat he should f ig h t  fo r ,  th a t i t

On a t least a hundred occasions 
the  a d m in is tra tion  lias been re­
quested to issue a handbook or 
some o ther fo rm  of educational 
m a te ria l on the Negro and his 
r ig h ts , fo r d is tr ib u tio n  among the 
w h ite  soldiers in  the U. S. A rm y. 
A lthough th is  request is  always 
accompanied by the reasonable 
explanation th a t such educational 
m a te ria l would help to reduce the 
f r ic t io n  between w h ite  and Negro 
soldiers— fr ic t io n  resu lts from  
the pre jud ice c ircu la ted by certa in 
officers, and the segregation prac­
ticed th roughou t the A rm y  as a 
whole— the ad m in is tra tio n  has 
never done an y th in g  about it .

Instead i t  has recently  issued, 
th rough  the O ffice o f W ar In fo r-  
na tion , a handsomely p rin ted , i l ­
lus tra ted  pam phlet on “ Negroes 
and the W a r”  —  intended fo r  d is­
tr ib u tio n  p r im a r ily  among the 
N egro  people. I ts  purpose is not 
to  remove or counteract the re ­
ac tiona ry  prejudices s p r e a d  
among w h ite  people —  its  p u r­
pose is to  exp la in  to the N egro  
people w hy they should support 
the w ar.

The m ost im p o rta n t p a rt of the 
pam phlet is  the essay w h ich opens 
it ,  w r itte n  by Chandler Owen and 
bearing the same name as the 
pam phlet. Owen has been w r it in g  
along the lines of th is  essay fo r 
over three years; there fore i f  the 
arguments i t  contains are not very 
strong, i t  is  because he couldn’t  
find any m ore conv inc ing  ones 
anywhere.

Owen’s theme is w h a t would 
happen to the Negro people under 
H itle r . N a tu ra lly  i t  is  possible to 
show tha t, bad as the Negro’s 
conditions are today, they would 
be worse under H itle r ,  fo r  under 
fascism the Negro, along w ith  the 
w h ite  w orker, would be deprived 
o f whatever dem ocratic r ig h ts  he 
now possesses.

Nevertheless I  do no t *  th in k  
th a t Owen’s essay w i l l  prove to  be 
very effective propaganda fo r  the 
s im ple reason th a t the Negro peo­
ple are already b itte r  opponents 
o f fascism and eve ry th ing  i t  
represents. There is  no need to 
t r y  to convi nee them th a t fascism 
is  th e ir  enemy when they are 
su ffe rin g  every day from  fascist­
lik e  oppression, segregation and 
insu lt. •

The weak po in t in  Owen’s p ro ­
paganda (and the s im ila r p ropa­
ganda o f the Com m unist P a rty )  
is th a t i t  has to  emphasise the 
negative side o f the argum ent, 
th a t i t  stresses, w ha t the  Negro

dw ells on w h a t'th e  N egro  would 
lose under fascism  ra th e r than 
w hat he would ga in  by a U n ited 
N ations v ic to ry .

The emphasis in  th is  k in d  of 
propaganda is  by no means 
accidental. The reason is  th a t 
Owen and the S ta lin is ts  have 
no th ing to o ffe r the Negro masses 
in  a positive sense. And since 
most in fo rm ed Negroes do no t be­
lieve th a t a defeat o f Germany 
by the U n ited N ations w ill 
m a te ria lly  im prove th e ir  pre-war 
conditions o r th a t i t  w i l l  abolish 
J im  Grow or unem ploym ent or 
even the th re a t o f fascism at 
home, th is  k in d  of propaganda is 
fated not to achieve its  purpose, 
w h ich is  to make the Negroes 
enthusiastic supporters of the war.

How can (he N egro masses be 
made enthusiastic about the w ar 
when they see th a t d isc rim ina tion  
-as-usual is  practiced and “ w h ite  
suprem acy”  theories m ainta ined? 
When they see the po ll ta x  b i ll 
defeated by both c a p ita lis t pa r­
ties, w ith  Roosevelt rem a in ing  s i­
lent? When they see the ra ilroa d  
hearings on d isc rim in a tio n  called 
o ff?  When a N egro  o ffic ia l in  the 
W ar D epartm ent has to  resign 
because the A ir  Command refuses 
to h a lt o r a lte r  its  d isc rim in a to ry  
policies?

The w ay to answer the propa­
ganda of Owen and the S ta lin is ts  
and governm ent offic ia ls  is  by 
showing th a t i t  is  based on a 
tho rough ly  false premise. These 
people pretend th a t the only 
a lte rna tive  to present conditions 
is fascism. They say th a t the 
Negro m ust choose between w hat 
he has now and w hat he would 
have under a H itle r .

B u t th is  is  a lie . There is an­
o ther a lte rna tive , and th a t is the 
strugg le fo r socialism . I t  is  pos­
sible to conduct a sim ultaneous 
strugg le against fascism and 
present-day conditions a t home, 
and to defeat them both too. W hat 
is required to accomplish th is  is 
a program  aimed a t establishing 
a W orkers ’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

W hen the Negro people are 
able to find th e ir  w ay to th is  
program — and th e ir  experiences 
in ev ita b ly  d rive  them  tow ard i t —  
they w i l l  exh ib it the k in d  of 
figh ting  enthusiasm th a t w i l l  
amaze and overwhelm  a ll those 
who are so concerned about th e ir  
apathy to the w ar today.

UAW  Dues Referendum 
Shows Discontent o f Workers

In ternational Notes
By B E T T Y  K U E H N

T ha t co llabora tion made l i t t le  
progress in  German - occupied 
te rr ito r ie s  of the Soviet Union is 
demonstrated by an analysis of 
the May to October 7, 1912'issues 
o f the B e rlin  Russian newspaper 
N ovoye ' Slovo, w h ich Solomon 
Schwarz publishes in  the Feb. 22 
New Republic. T h is  is the firs t 
Nazi m a te ria l on occupied te r r i­
to ries  in  the USSR to reach th is  
country.

A lthough the local populations 
have been forced, out of sheer 
self-preservation, to pa rtic ipa te  in  
the  ad m in is tra tio n  of san ita tion, 
education and social welfare, they 
have no t done so in  the economic 
and in d u s tr ia l field. The large 
enterprises, as the Nazi-contro lled 
Russian newspaper Novoye Slovo 
its e lf  adm its, are in  alm ost a ll 
cases a t a s tands till.

A n  example is the manganese 
m ines o f N ikopo l, occupied in  
August 1941. These m ines con­
s titu ted  one of the most valuable 
acquis itions of the en tire  Russian 
campaign.

“ A t  the tim e o f the occupation 
o f the fie lds  by the Nazis,”  de­
clares Schwarz, “ technical jo u r ­
na ls had expressed the be lie f th a t 
the exp lo ita tion  o f the ore mines 
could begin in no m ore than  six  
months.

“ Nevertheless, Novoye Slovo fo r 
J u ly  19, 1942 announces— almost 
a year a fte r the occupation— only 
th a t ‘reconstruction w o rk  is being 
carried  on in  the Manganese ore 
m ines of N ikopol. The destroyed 
p its  are being re inforced, a ven­
t i la t io n  system constructed. Soon 
the m ines o f N ikopo l w i l l  give 
th e ir  f irs t load o f manganese ore.’ 
Yet the files of Novoye Slovo up 
to  October 7, 1942 contain no men­
tio n  of an actual start, on the ex­
p lo ita tio n  o f N ikopo l.”

Such was the case not on ly  w ith  
the large industries, bu t also in  
ag ricu ltu re . The Nazis had hoped 
to  w in  over the peasants by 
p rom is ing  them priva te  ownership 
of the land. However, they were 
unsuccessful. They were forced to 
m a in ta in  the co llective farm s in  
order to get the peasants to w ork 
a t a ll.

In  the sugar in du s try , even 
though the Nazis u tilized  the 
Soviet “ sow ing plan,”  production 
w i l l  in  no way be comparable to 
pre-war levels, says Schwarz.

“ The sown area fo r  sugar beets

DETR O IT —  Recording an 
overwhelming vote o f no-confi- 
dence in the international lead­
ership of the United Automo­
bile Workers Union, CIO, the 
membership in a national ref­
erendum has rejected the Inter­
national Executive Board's con­
stitutional amendment for a 
dues increase by a vote of 2,851 
lo 1,478.

The results of the referendum  
were belatedly and inconspicuously 
announced in  the Feb. 1, U n ited  
A utom obile  W orker, s ix  m onths 
a fte r the UAW  convention, held 
in  Chicago las t August, had voted 
to hold the referendum.

The vote represented the f irs t 
op p o rtu n ity  since the las t conven­
tion  fo r  the members to  express 
th e ir a ttitu d e  tow ard the leader­
ship and unquestionably express­
ed th e ir  d iscontent w ith  the do- 
no th ing policies o f the leadership. 
Passive and in  re tre a t before the 
bosses and the governm ent, the 
leadership could scarcely ju s t ify  
the dues increase by cla im s o f in ­
creased a c tiv ity . /

W H A T  F IG U R E S  SHO W ED
The extent o f the members’ 

d issatis faction  is ac tu a lly  con­
cealed by the published figures of 
the vo ting . The resu lts in  th is  
referendum  were announced on 
the basis of the delegated vo ting  
streng th  a t the last convention. 
T h is  concealed the fac t th a t in  
most o f the b ig  locals the vote 
was overw helm ing ly against the 
increase, w h ile  in  the few  big  
locals where th e  dues increase 
carried, the m a jo ritie s  were very 
narrow . Had the vote been an­
nounced according to membership, 
the re jection  o f the amendment

would be seen to  be even more 
decisive.

H a lf the votes recorded in  favor 
o f* th e  in te rn a tio n a l board’s dues 
Increase measure came from  but 
one local, the g ia n t Ford Local 
600, w ith  715 votes. Of the 123 
locals g iv in g  a m a jo rity  fo r the 
dues increase, on ly  eight, in c lu d ­
in g  tlie  Ford Local, had more than 
20 votes each, and on ly  12 were 
in  the 10-20 vote classification. 
Most o f the locals vo tin g  fo r  the 
dues increase were sm all un its  
w ith  one, two or three votes.

On the o ther hand, the  chief 
streng th  of the opponents o f the 
dues increase was in  the older 
and la rge r locals, among the most 
experienced and best-tested un ion 
fighters. Of 212 locals vo tin g  
against the increase, 35 had vo tin g  
streng th  o f over 20, and 30 were 
in  the 10-20 votes category. 
R E F E R E N D U M  
B A C K G R O U N D

In  a great measure, the in te rn a ­
tion a l board’s e ffo rts  to push over 
the dues increase by referendum  
was an a ttem p t to recapture some 
of the prestige i t  los t a t the 
Chicago convention, when m ost of 
its  o rgan izationa l proposals in ­
tended to give i t  a t ig h te r 
bureaucratic ho ld on the un ion 
were tossed out o f the conven­
tion  by an aroused body o f rank 
and file  delegates.

A f te r  the delegates, by a 
sweeping m a jo r ity , had voted 
down a dues increase amendment 
at the convention, the in te rn a tio n ­
al officers tr ie d  to  n u ll i fy  th e ir  
decision by pushing over the re f ­
erendum proposal on the grounds 
th a t the delegates d id  no t tru ly  
re fle c t the sentim ents o f the 
membership. T h is  in s u lt to  the 
m ost dem ocratic and representa­

tive  body o f convention delegates 
in the labor movement has now 
received a f i t t in g  censure.

The defeat adm in istered to the 
in te rna tiona l board cannot be ac­
counted fo r by any fa ilu re  of the 
leadership to  pu t the heat on the 
membership. On the con tra ry, be­
fore the vote was taken, a three 
months d rive  was pu t on in  an 
a ttem pt t o ' ob ta in a favorable 
vote. Gloomy reports o f the finan­
c ia l status o f the in te rn a tio n a l 1 
were reg u la rly  broadcast by George 
Addes, in te rn a tio n a l secretary- 
treasurer. A  large num ber of in ­
te rna tiona l organizers and repre- 
sentatives were slashed o ff the 
pay-roll in  a wholesale purge, 
under the p re tex t o f financia l in ­
solvency.

The en tire  m ach inery o f the in ­
te rna tiona l was m obilized to 
undertake a campaign in  the 
locals to shove the amendment 
over. In te rn a tio n a l officers, repre­
sentatives and organizers toured 
the locals and counter-posed th e ir  
influence to th a t of the local 
leadership. Those who opposed the 
increase were p ic tu red as opposed 
lo organ ization o f the un ion, as 
being fo r  “ tw o-b it”  un ionism , etc. 
B ut th is  d id  not foo l the mem­
bership one b it.

M E A N IN G  OF V O TE
Men and women who had faced 

the guns and clubs o f the armed 
forces o f the em ployers on the 
p icket lines, who had defied a ll 
fo rm s of* v ic tim iza tio n  in  upho ld­
ing unionism , who had v o lu n ta r­
i ly  and en thus ias tica lly  c o n trib ­
uted hundreds o f thousands o f 
do lla rs  fo r  the Ford and o ther 
U A W  organ iz ing  drives, were not 
ba lk ing  m ere ly a t the idea o f pay-
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A Common War Aim Of 
Stalin And The Allies

is  reduced from  773,000 hectares 
in  i9 4 l to 350,000 in  1942— a 
reduction of alm ost 55 percent.”  
Novoye Slovo declares th a t “ th is  
reduction is due solely to the 
bolshevistic methods of destruc­
tion  o f sugar p lan ts  in  the 
U kra ine .”

A nd fo r the same reason the 
German M in is try  o f Food warns 
against undue enthusiasm and 
hopes concerning the U kra ine . - 
Novoye Slovo of June 17, 1942 
states:

“ M any people see in  the black 
earth zones a country of m iracles 
where wheat and fodder grass 
grow w ith o u t labor and care. 
M any people believe th a t the 
ag ricu ltu re  of th is  richest o f coun­
tr ies  w i l l  make the task o f assur­
in g  adequate food supplies fo r  the 
Reich easier fo r  the German 
peasant. B u t whosoever has seen 
th a t coun try  knows how errone­
ous such views a re !”

Thus we see how the Nazis 
fa iled  to find in  the nationalized 
economy a broad s tra tum  of 
"co llaborators.”  L ikew ise  t  h e 
scorched earth po licy  and the 
rem oval o f great factories, pos­
sib le on a la rge scale on ly  in  a 
nationalized economy ,lias depriv ­
ed the Nazis o f much they hoped 
to find.

There have been no Q uislings 
and Lavals ava ilable. Contrast 
th is  w ith  the  c a p ita lis t countries 
— France, N orw ay, B elg ium , Den­
m ark, F in land.

*  *  *

B rit is h  and Am erican owners of 
Rum anian o il wells apparently 
would ra th e r have the ■ Nazis 
benefit from  th e ir  p rope rty  than 
to destroy it.. C. L . Sulzberger 
states in  the Feb. 17 N. Y. T im es:

“ M any Rumanians are inclined 
to blame the A llie s  fo r  th is  [the  
lack o f A llie d  sabotage in  Rum a­
n ia ] because o f an alleged lack 
o f desire to  b low  up w e lls  owned 
by U n ited  N ations in te rests. . . 
— and the w r ite r  never received 
a sa tis fa c to ry  answer to  th is  
question from  the B r it is h  group 
o f o il men who used to  frequent 
Bucharest’s Athenee Palace —  i t  
is evident th a t the Russians would 
no t have any in te res t in  absta in­
in g  from  the destruction  o f fo r ­
eign ca p ita l’s Rum anian prop­
e rty .”

The N. Y. Times o f Feb. 14 
reminds Stalin that he did after 
all sign ihe Atlantic Charter. 
The Charter declared that none 
of the Allied Nations was en­
gaging in the war for the pur­
pose of territoria l aggrandize­
ment without consulting the 
wishes of the peoples in te rri­
tories concerned. The Soviet 
victories, w ith their distinct ef­
fect in shortening the entire war 
and bringing victory, sooner 
than was previously expected, 
have at once brought the re­
minder that the Allied coalition 
consists of two distinctly d iffer­
ent camps. An enigma hangs 
over the Soviet war aims.

Already the Soviet Embassies 
here and abroad have given wide 
publicity to certain Russian de­
mands: the retention by Russia 
of the Baltic states, once part of 
the Russian Empire, and of Bes­
sarabia, forcibly torn from the 
Soviet Union in the civil war fo l­
lowing the October Revolution. 
This demand would hardly have 
disturbed the Allies as much as 
it  has, i f  i t  were not fo r the 
question of the spread of the So­
viet system of society. What kind 
of Russia w ill exist after this 
war? That is one of the funda­
mental questions facing the capi­
ta lis t nations —  and also the 
world’s working class! What sort 
of regime would be set up in any 
te rrito ry added to Russia?

The analysis of this question 
is fa r  from simple. The inner ef­
fects of the war on Russian econ­
omy are veiled to us. True 
enough, the nationalized industry 
was of inestimable advantage to 
the Soviet Union fo r conducting 
the war. Its  superiority over the 
anarchy of capitalism has now 
been demonstrated in war as i t  
was previously in peace.

STALIN ’S ROLE
But the war itself, w ith the 

previous victories of the H itle r 
armies, has struck fr ig h tfu lly  
heavy blows at the bureaucratic­
a lly distorted planned economy 
that had made considerable gains 
over a generation. An enormous 
portion of the capital accumula­
ted at such a fr igh tfu l cost under 
the Stalinist methods of planning, 
has been destroyed by the super­
gangster H itler. The Allies must 
of, necessity give aid to Soviet 
Russia at the present time. But 
we can rest assured that no such 
aid would be given a fter the war 
in the way of building anew the 
industrial machinery of Russia— 
i f  i t  is to remain a working class 
state. Here we are concerned not 
w ith this primary problem, but 
rather w ith a subsidiary political 
problem, the role o f Stalin.

Long in advance of the war i t  
was perfectly clear that Stalin, 
le ft in control of the Soviet 
Union, would play the same re­
actionary role that he had pur­
sued a ll the years. The war

By A. ROLAND

would never have been as costly 
■or as prolonged i f  Russia had 
been under revolutionary leader­
ship. Stalin never dared make an 
appeal to the .working class, par­
ticularly of Germany, to come to 
the aid of the Soviet Union.

Some misguided workers be­
lieve the false Stalinist propa­
ganda that this was due to the 
necessities of the war, and solely 
in order to assure aid from the 
“ democracies.”  The basic reason 
was the instability of a regime 
of privileged bureaucrats that 
had usurped the gains of the 
revolution. Such a regime could 
never survive another wave of 
working class revolution.

What are the aims set by Sta­
lin fo r the role of the Soviet 
Union in the world war? He 
has spoken in the nationalist 
terms of "throwing the fascist in ­
vader o ff our soil.”  Is this all he 
w ill have to show to the Russian 
workers and peasants and the 
Red Army after the war? Yes, 
he w ill be able to point, perhaps, 
as a new “ aggrandizer”  to the 
regaining of Latvia, Esthonia, 
Bessarabia. And to “ nationalist”  
Russians that m ight be some­
thing.

ONE COMMON AIM
There is one aim that is com­

mon to Stalin and his capitalist 
allies. That is the prevention of 
a working class revolution any­
where in Europe, but especially 
in Germany. This lies at the root 
of the kind of propaganda the 
Stalinists conduct in relation to 
the German people. The capital­
ist allies have the same motive 
fo r holding the German people re­
sponsible fo r the bestial acts of 
the Nazis. The German people in­
cludes the German workers and 
the masses. They w ill not be al­
lowed to set up any regime of 
their own. because they too are 
considered “ responsible”  fo r the 
deeds of the German ruling class.

But the motive of Stalin' has a 
somewhat different slant. The 
talk of the gu ilt of the German 
people by the Ehrenburgs, the 
Fosters and the Browders, con­
tains an admission that they do 
not dare make openly, but that 
reveals itse lf in this typical fash­
ion.

Trotsky pointed out immediate­
ly  after the assumption of power 
bv H itle r in Germany that the 
Third International, by its crim ­
inal betrayal of the German 
working class, had doomed itse lf 
to oblivion. Never again would 
the Stalinists regain the hold 
they then had on the le ft wing of 
the German workers. The Stalin­
ists, in their incredible stupidity, 
boasted fo r years that their fo r­
ces in Germany were growing de­
spite the fact that they had been 
forced underground.

What has happened then to this 
“ underground” ? Is i t  also to be 
held responsible fo r H itler? The 
tru th  is that this underground 
movement became weaker and

weaker. I t  was given the coup de 
grace — whatever litt le  was le ft 
of i t  — w'hen Stalin signed his 
pact w ith H itler. There is every 
reason to believe that its few 
remnants were even betrayed di­
rectly into the hands of the Ges­
tapo during the period of “ colla­
boration”  between the GPU and 
the Gestapo. The present propa­
ganda is therefore an im plic it ad­
mission that the Stalinists have 
no influence whatsoever in the 
ranks of the German masses.

But the admission goes much 
deeper than that. I t  is an admis­
sion that the Stalinists have no 
illusions that they can regain any 
influence among the German pro­
letariat. The situation now be­
comes clear. Any revolutionary 
movement in Germany must arise 
hot only in spite of, but against 
the Stalinists. The Stalinists dare 
not gamble w ith  the chance that, 
with all their resources arising 
from control of the Soviet Union, 
they might worm and bribe their 
way into the German revolution­
ary movement in order to betray 
it, as they di<  ̂ in Spain. Their 
very fear—causing them to hand 
over the German people in ad­
vance to the arnied forces of the 
Allies—makes i t  certain that the 
German toilers, to achieve the 
working class revolution, must 
figh t against the Stalinists.

WHAT ALLIES FEAR
The reason why the Allies view 

RuSs'ia w ith  misgivings is not 
because they fear Stalin. He is 
not the enigma. On the contrary, 
they understand quite well the 
counter-revolutionary aid which 
Stalin affords to them. But Rus­
sia is as yet a working class 
state. Its fu rther degeneration 
could only mean the restoration 
of capitalism. But the capitalists 
cannot breathe easy until this is 
not a potentiality, but a fact.

The Allies do their best to aid 
the Stalinists (in the Soviet 
Union) by identifying Stalin -with 
the Soviet Union. But they know 
as well as Stalin that the events 
at the end of the war w ill deter­
mine whether Stalin w ill continue 
to be “ identified”  w ith the Soviet 
Union. A revolutionary move­
ment in Germany w ill immediate­
ly  have repercussions in the 
USSR. I t  w ill bring to the fore 
the vast difference between the 
Russian masses and the corrupt 
bureaucracy1. I t  w ill reveal the 
gulf that (exists between the ru l­
ing stratum and the economic 
foundations the firs t working 
class state. •-

The real enigma is therefore 
what w ill happen in Russia when 
events demonstrate the one com­
mon aim of the leaders of the A l­
lies and of Stalin w ith  regard to 
Germany. Has Stalin really suc­
ceeded in diverting the October 
Revolution completely into na­
tionalist channels? Or w ill the 
Soviet masses come to the aid of 
their brothers in other lands fo r 
the creation of the United Soviet 
States of Europe ?

in g  an additional, 50 cents a 
m onth dues.

The vote against the dues in ­
crease m ust he understood as an 
unquestioned rebuke to the union 
leadership fo r its  general policies. 
Seizing on th is  organ izationa l 
issue, the membership has record­
ed its  d issatis faction w ith  the 
leadership's weak-kneed cap itu la ­
tion  to the governm ent and em­
ployers on the wage-freezing issue 
in  the face of soaring prices. The 
vote on the referendum  was an 
in d ire c t expression o f the r is in g  
resentm ent a t the leadership's 
spineless hand ling  o f the m ount­
in g  thousands of grievances and 
o f the pushing around the auto 
workers are ge tting  a t the hands 
o f the increasing ly  brazen corpora­
tions and the m il ita ry  production 
offic ia ls.
A DISTORTION

The leaders of the U A W  are 
well-aware o f th is  resentment, but 
they t r y  to d is to rt its  significance 
by b lam ing  the members fo r 
present conditions. In  h is column 
in  the United A utom obile W orker, 
Feb. 1, w h ich  also contains the 
referendum  results, George Addes 
complains tha t since Pearl H a rbo r 
‘‘there lias grown up a fee ling  
no t on ly  among the ran k  and file  
bu t also among the local un ion 
leadership th a t th is  o ld-tim e en­
thusiasm  is useless. M any feel 
tha t because we v o lu n ta r ily  gave 
up our r ig h t  to s trike , we m igh t 
ju s t as w e ll s it  back and be 
satisfied w ith  keeping th ings as 
is. Soldiers losing one type o f 
fig h tin g  equipm ent sw itch  to any­
th in g  tha t can be used e ffective ly  
and figh t on. So i t  m ust lie w ith  
us; we m ust continue to  figh t 
w ith  the weapons we s t i l l  have, 
o r we w i l l  find ourselves being 
beaten back and in  grave danger 
o f hav ing  a ll ou r gains taken 
away by act o f Congress.”

Addes insu lts  the members when 
he im putes to them a sentim ent 
to keep conditions ‘ ‘as is ." That, 
in  rea lity , is  w ha t the union 
leaders would lik e  them to feel. 
B ut he is  correct when he states 
they are beginn ing to recognize 
th a t w ith o u t the s tr ik e  weapon 
they are helpless to change the 
status quo.

Addes’ attem pt to ju s t ify  a 
continued no-strike po licy  is as 
fu l l  o f holes as a sieve. Soldiers 
may advance o r re trea t, s h if t  th e ir  
te rra in , and m aneuver in  ac­
cordance w ith  the forces opposed 
to them and tac tica l considera­
tions. B u t soldiers do no t th row  
away th e ir  weapons, o r worse, 
hand them  over to the enemy, 
except' when they are preparing  
to surrender.

BOSS ATTACKS 
CONTINUE

T ha t is precisely w hat the un ion 
leaders d id  when they offered to 
give up the w orkers ’ most effec­
tive  weapon, the s trike . N a tu ra lly , 
th is  was done under the pre text 
tha t the  employers, too, were 
go ing to drop th e ir  an ti-labor 
tommy-guns, and th a t fo r  the 
‘du ra tio n ”  labor and the bosses 

were go ing to observe an unarmed 
peace.

The auto w orkers now see th a t 
w h ile  they, under the pressure of 
th e ir  leaders, have carried out th is  
agreement in  good fa ith , the em­
ployers, ta k in g  advantage o f the 
helpless position  o f the workers, 
are con tinu ing  to b last away w ith  
th e ir  heavy a r t i l le ry  a t labor, as 
even Addes has to adm it.

The significance o f the vote on 
the dues referendum  is greater 
than appears on the surface. I t  
is  a w a rn in g  to the UAW  leader­
sh ip  th a t the auto wTorkers are 
g row ing  increasing ly  aware of 
w hat the rea l score is, and tha t 
they are seeking ways, and means 
to even i t  up. They are , te llin g  
R. J. Thomas, R ichard Franken- 
steen, W a lte r Reuther, Addes and 
the others on the in te rna tiona l 
board, ‘‘Give us a figh ting , m ilita n t 
leadership capable o f defending 
our interests, o r we are go ing to 
seek th a t leadership elsewhere in  
ou r ranks.”

Why The Reactionaries Are 
Worried About Soviet Gains

By M. Morrison
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The m agnificent v i c t o r i e s  
achieved by the Red A rm y  in  
recent m onths have insp ired  a ll 
the defenders of the Soviet U n ion 
w ith  new hope. They have also 
brought m isg iv ings to the hearts 
o f m any o f its  “ a llies.”  I t  is  of 
course too ea rly  to conclude tha t 
the German arm ies are com pletely 
beaten. We m ust w a it  u n t il the 
la te  spring  o r summer before we 
know w hether the Nazi a rm y has 
los t its  power to a ttack or defend. 
Our hope is  th a t i t  has bu t we 
can come to no conclusion on the 
basis o f our hope. A nd there is | 
too l i t t le  know n o f the state of 
the m ora le o f the German arm y 
and people and of the  m ate ria l 
resources le ft  to H it le r  to enable 
us to say, w ith  any degree of cer-1 
ta in ty  th a t the Nazi a rm y  is or 
is no t on the verge o f complete 
defeat.

B u t the Soviet v ic to ries  have 
been extensive enough so th a t 
some o f those who have been 
shoutidg  fo r  the defeat o f H it le r  
are beg inn ing to  w o rry  les t he ac­
tu a lly  be defeated. T h is  is no t a t 
a ll unexpected to  those o f us who 
understand the basic antagonism  
th a t m ust necessarily e x is t be­
tween the Soviet U n ion w ith  its  
nationalized p ro pe rty  and a ll cap­
ita l is t  nations w hether fasc is t or 
dem ocratic.

F rom  the very, day when H it le r  
launched h is  a ttack on the Soviet 
Union, the p re va ilin g  sentim ent 
in  the ranks o f the b ig  cap ita lis ts  
was fo r  the m u tua l exhaustion of 
the Red and Nazi arm ies. Whereas 
in  the summer of 1941 and o f 1942 
the people who wanted the ex­
haustion o f both arm ies feared 
tha t the Red A rm y  w ould  be 
destroyed and H it le r  le f t  w ith  an 
arm y th a t was s t i l l  pow erfu l, the 
fear a t present is th a t the Red 
A rm y w i l l  be v ic to riou s  w ith o u t 
exhausting its  strength.

In  the ranks o f the lead ing 
cap ita lis ts  and of th e ir  spokesmen 
and representatives there is  no 
agreement e ith e r as to the  effect 
of a Soviet v ic to ry  o r as to the 
best method fo r  a r r iv in g  a t an 
understand ing w ith  S ta lin  in  case 
of a Soviet v ic to ry . Lord Beaver- 
brook, one o f the lead ing repre­
sentatives of B r it is h  im peria lism , 
stated openly, in  the House of 
Lords, th a t anyone is  a fool who 
th in ks  th a t the B r it is h  E m pire  
is in  any w ay endangered by a 
Soviet v ic to ry . H e m ay be 
w h is tlin g  in  the  da rk  o r he may 
have convinced h im se lf th a t no 
danger exists to the B r it is h  
Em pire from  a Soviet v ic to ry  be­
cause i t  is  always possible to come 
to some agreem ent w ith  S ta lin . 
H is  theory is  based on the correct 
assum ption th a t S ta lin  is  in d if ­
fe ren t i f  no t hostile  to any w o rk ­
ers' re vo lu tion  in  Europe o r else­
where.

W hat Lo rd  Beaverbrook does 
not see is  th a t an agreement w ith  
S ta lin  is not at a ll decisive fo r the 
masses o f Europe o r anywhere 
else. W h ile  S ta lin  has more in ­
fluence on the masses than  Lord 
Beaverbrook, h is power is  no t so 
great as to save the B r it is h  E m ­
p ire  from  the doom th a t h is to ry  
has prepared fo r  it .

N a tu ra lly  those among the 
cap ita lis ts  who do no t share 
Beaverbrook’s confidence in  S ta lin  
cannot be as open in  expressing 
th e ir  fears and doubts. A fte r  a ll 
the Soviet U n ion is s t i l l  ah a lly , 
and fu rthe rm o re  the masses have 
a ve ry  favorable a ttitu d e  to the 
Soviet Union.

The in a b ili ty  o f the U n ited 
States and E ngland to  come to 
some understand ing w ith  S ta lin  
on the question of the nature of 
the peace has been the subject o f 
many columns and ed ito ria is  in  
the cap ita lis t press. The absence 
of S ta lin  o r h is  representative 
from  the Casablanca conference 
was a d ram atic  in d ica tion  th a t not 
a ll is w e ll between S ta lin  on the 
one hand and Roosevelt and Chur­
c h ill on the other. The explana­
tions offered to  make i t  àppear 
th a t S ta lin ’s fa ilu re  to be present 
a t the conference o r to send a 
representative was qu ite  na tu ra l, 
are a ltogether too weak. He was 
too busy w ith  the offensive o f the 
Red A rm y. B u t was he too busy 
to send a representative? He did
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n o t w an t to antagonize Japan. 
B u t Japan holds conferences 
w ith  Germ any and Ita ly . W hy  no t 
the Soviet U n ion  w ith  its  a llies?

Of a sudden an a rtic le  appears 
in  Pravda  la y in g  down the p r in ­
cip le  th a t the B a ltic  countries 
and Bessarabia belong to the 
Soviet U n ion  and th a t i t  is  ju s t 
as absurd to  discuss the question 
o f the fa te  o f these countries as 
i t  is  to discuss w hether the' state 
of C a lifo rn ia  should be g iven to 
the U n ited  States. In  v iew  o f the 
fact th a t the Roosevelt reg im e 
did  no t recognize the seizure o f 
the B a ltic  countries by S ta lin , the 
em phatic statem ent in - Pravda  
cannot b u t cons titu te  a sug­
gestion to the U n ited  States th a t 
i t  had bette r no t raise the question 
of the status o f the B a ltic  coun­
tries.

*  * *
I t  is  obvious th a t the closer the 

A llie s  come to defeating H it le r ,  
the sharper does the basic an­
tagonism  between the Soviet 
Union and the ca p ita lis t countries 
stand out.

I t  is  no t o f course any concern 
about the  independence o f the 
B a ltic  countries th a t makes the 
big  cap ita lis ts  fea r a  v ic to ry  o f 
the Soviet Union. True, Roosevelt 
said som ething in  the  A tla n tic  
C harter about the r ig h t  o f a l l 
na tions to  be free. B u t since the  
C harter does no t apply to Ind ia , 
Puerto R ico and countries s im ila r­
ly  s itua ted i t  w i l l  not be d iff ic u lt  
to  conclude th a t i t  also does no t 
apply to  the  B a ltic  countries, a l­
though i t  is a cha rac te ris tic  o f the  
b ig  cap ita lis ts  to  w a n t the fre e ­
dom o f countries n o t under th e ir  
control-.

W hat w orries  some o f the  b ig  
cap ita lis ts  is the p o ss ib ility  th a t 
the Red A rm y  w i l l  reach B e r lin  
before the B r it is h  apd A m erican 
arm ies. They behold a v is ion  o f 
the Soviet U n ion extending its  in ­
fluence to  Germ any and to  a l l o f 
C entra l Europe and they sh iver 
when they contem plate the  possi­
b i l ity  o f ca p ita lis t p ro pe rty  s u f­
fe r in g  the same fa te  in  Europe 
th a t i t  did in  the  Soviet U n ion. 
The N azis have begun to  p lay  
upon th is  fe a r and w h ile  the o f­
fic ia l a ttitu d e  is th a t the N azis 
w ill no t succeed in  c re a tin g  a r i f t  
between the A llie s , i t  is  ce rta in  
th a t m any o f the  m onopolists 
have been seized by the fears 
th a t the N azis have o r pretend 
o have.

*  *  *
The more in te llig e n t and fa r­

sighted o f the representatives of 
b ig  cap ita lism  'are no t ve ry  g re a tly  
concerned w ith  the danger of the 
Red A rm y ’s reaching B e rlin  be­
fore the Am erican and B r it is h  
arm ies. They probably feel tha t, 
in  the event o f a rea l danger of 
the Red A rm y ’s pene tra tion in to  
German te r r ito ry  and reach ing 
B erlin , the  German General s ta ff 
would take complete command and 
more o r less in v ite  the B r it is h  
and A m erican generals to b r in g  
th e ir  arm ies to B e rlin . F o r i t  Is 
a lm ost im possible to conceive- o f 
the Red A rm y ’s m arch ing  in to  
Germany w ith o u t a social revo lu ­
t io n  fo llow ing . And to  prevent a 
social revo lu tion  the German gen­
erals w ould g lad ly  in v ite  the 
Am erican and B r it is h  arm ies.

I t  is th is  p ro b a b ility  o f a social 
revo lu tion  com ing as a re su lt o f 
a complete defeat o f H it le r  by the 
Soviet arm ies th a t is c rea ting  
an x ie ty  in  the m inds o f the m ore 
in te llig e n t section o f the  rep re ­
sentatives o f b ig  cap ita lism . They 
are no t w orried  th a t S ta lin  w i l l  
ca ll fo r  a social re vo lu tio n ; they 
know S ta lin  be tte r than to  expect 
such a th in g  fro m  h im . They are 
w orried  th a t regard less o f S ta lin  
a social revo lu tion  w i l l  come as 
a re su lt o f a de feat o f H it le r  
the Soviet arm ies.

To these people S ta lin ’s help to 
suppress a w orkers ’ revo lu tion  in  
Europe appears indispensable. 
W ith  S ta lin ’s prestige m ou n tin g  
s tead ily  as a resu lt of the Soviet 
victories, they feel th a t to have 
S ta lin  on th e ir  side is  alm ost a 
certa in  guarantee th a t the revo lu­
tion  can be suppressed. They are 
therefore anxious to come to some 
agreement w ith  S ta lin  and i t  is  
th e ir  in a b il i ty  thus fa r  to a rr iv e  
a t an understand ing w ith  h im  
th a t troubles them.

For the advanced workers two 
seriems dangers appear w ith the 
possibility of a defeat of H itle r’s 
armies by the Red Army. One is 
that the capitalists w ill come Lo 
an agreement w ith  German capi­
talism fo r an attack on the Soviet 
Union. Skeptics have been hinting 
that a possible reason for the 
insistence by some American 
generals that an army of over ten 
million soldiers is necessary lies 
in their anxiety to prepare for a 
possible clash w ith  a victorious 
Red Army.

The other, and greater, danger 
Is that the capitalist powers w ill 
come to some agreement w ith  
Stalin to suppress any workers’ 
revolution in  Europe.

The working masses must be 
placed on their gugrd against 
these dangers.
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w o rld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a l l assaults o f w o rld  im ­

peria lism  and o f in te rna l 

counter-revo lu tion , is the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed  

b y  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trade  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
t ra in in g  cam ps, financed  by the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by  the  trade  
un ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3 . F u l l  e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  l iv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  D efense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’  G ove rn ­
ment.

9 . D e fen d  the  S ovie t U n io n  aga inst im ­
p e r ia lis t a ttack .

The Fight Over The 
$25,000 Salary Top

W ithin two weeks tens of millions o f workers 
w ill have to pay staggering income taxes. Faced 
with the upward spiralling cost of living, with 
frozen wages and with the highest tax rate in his­
tory, they are being forced to endure real and im­
mediate suffering in meeting the huge war costs 
which have been loaded upon them.

But while the workers must carefully ration their 
few dollars between the grocers and the landlords, 
and the government, the capitalist class has open­
ed a drive in Congress to abolish the ceiling of 
$25,OOQ on capitalist salaries.

The Mouse Ways and Means Committee has 
reported favorably on the Disney b ill which calls 
for the outright repeal of the $25,000 salary lim it 
imposed by presidential decree. Democrats and Re- , 
publicans voted together to end the salary top.

The same committee which voted to remove this 
“ burden”  on the capitalists is deliberating over 
methods to increase the lax load oq the workers. 
Among some of the devices under consideration is 
a 15% wage tax, increased sales tax and higher in­
come taxes.

Actually, the $25,000 salary ceiling has little  
effect on the income of the capitalist class, for 
their primary source of revenue, profits and in- ' 
tercst on investments, were not touched by the 
president’s order of last year. But the very prin­
ciple of lim iting big salaries irriates one of the 
schools of capitalist thought on the method of fi­
nancing the war.

President Roosevelt has announced that he w ill 
oppose the removal of salary lim itation for corpo­
ration officials and their agents. He has gone even 
" fu rth e r.”  In a letter to the House Ways and 
Means Committee he says that he agrees with those 
who wish to lim it not only salaries but other forms 
of capitalist incomes such as interest, profits, etc. 
He urges that income from all sources be limited 
to $25,000 a year per person or $50,000 a year per 
couple.

This proposal appears more radical at first sight 
than it actually is. It is vaguely formulated and 
appears to contain wide loopholes. For instance 
the president advocates allowing a "single person”  
$25,000 or a "married couple”  $50,000. Under 
this statement, the baby in the crib could be con­
sidered a "single person" and have signed over to 
him stocks and bonds, administered by his parents,

and be entitled to $25,000 clear after all taxes are 
paid.

However, it is clear that Roosevelt belongs to 
a slightly different school than the majority of 
the I louse Ways and Means Committee.

Both agree that the workers w ill have to pay 
for the war out of their liv ing standards. Roose­
velt holds that it w ill be easier to get the workers 
to make drastic sacrifices i f  it can be asserted 
that the rich are sacrificing too. He thinks that 
i f  the workers have the idea that the wealthy are 
giving up some luxury, the workers w ill be reqpn- 
ciled to accept without resistance the assault on 
their living standards.

The group represented by the m ajority of the 
Ways and Means Committee, however, takes the 
stand that the best way to deal with the workers 
is by ramming the high taxes, wage cuts, working 
week extension and increased prices down the work­
ers1 throats and then spitting in their face by re­
moving even the present, mainly symbolic, lim it­
ations on capitalist income.

Basically, it is a difference on how best to get 
the workers to accept a lowering of their living 
standards.

I f  there were a workers’ representative in Con­
gress he would stand for really drastic and far- 
going lim itations on capitalist income. A t the 
same time such a spokesman for the working class 
would explain the reasons behind Roosevelt’s pro­
posals, and would warn the workers not to permit 
themselves to be diverted by these proposals from 
the struggle to safeguard their living conditiqns.

Dispute In War 
Production Board

There was a shake-up in the top post? of the 
War Production Board last week. Chairman Don­
ald Nelson fired his chief assistant Ferdinand Eber- 
stadt- and promoted Charles E. Wilson to Eber- 
stadt’s post.

This move has been interpreted in the press as 
a victory for those capitalist leaders who favor 
civilian control o f war production over those who 
want the army and navy to have the final word.

It has been reported that the m ilita ry was so 
angered over Eberstadt’s dismissal that Under­
secretary of Navy Forrestal and Undersecretary 
of War Patterson itave raised the demand for Nel­
son’s resignation.

Actually, we have no “clear picture of the rea­
sons for Eberstadt’s dismissal and the subsequent 
attacks upon Nelson. The public is seldom tolc 
of the real issues behind the inner disputes in ru l­
ing circles. But knowing only, the superficial fac­
tors of the dispute, there is one thing of which 
we are certain —  it  is a teapot tempest.

It can make no real difference to labor whether 
industrialist Wilson or banker Eberstadt controls 
the WPB. For while they may d iffer ort adhrin- 
istrative detail, their fundamental policies are 
identical.

Both are opponents o f the labor movement and 
of letting the workers have a voice in production. 
Both represent the big corporations using the war 
to destroy all competition and to line their pockets 
with profits. Both are concerned above all in pro­
tecting and maintaining the capitalist system anc 
all the contradictions and inefficiencies which are 
an inseparable part of the capitalist 'system.

Wilson and Eberstadt may have differences, but 
neither of them is interested in or capable of or­
ganizing production in the interests of the masses 
—  which can be achieved only by workers’ control 
and operation of production and the elimination 
of the profit system.

Against those who would raise such a working 
class program, all factions in Washington — W il­
son and Eberstadt, Nelson ancf Baruch, the dollar- 
a-year- men and the army and navy procurement 
officers—would unite and fight with every weapon 
at their command.

Prices Still Rising
The price of m ilk w ill go up, as the prices of 

other foods have gone up. This became clear dur­
ing the past week.

On Feb. 17, shortly after the OPA had placed 
a ceiling on wholesale m ilk, Charles F. Holman 
of the Dairy Farmers Lobby asserted the slaughter 
houses would be filled with dairy cows, i f  it  con­
tinued to be more profitable to sell beef than milk.
I lolman’s blackmail was clearly expressed when 
he said the real issue was not ceiling price, but 
"whether we w ill get food.”

Congressional farm bloc leaders took up the 
tight by threatening to cut o ff OPA funds unless 
it lifted the ceiling on m ilk.

After a feeble show of resistance the OPA began 
rapid retreat before the farm bloc. By Feb. 20, 
m ilk price boosts had been authorized in eight sec­
tions o f the country and “ studies are being made 
on the need of upward adjustments”  in seven other 
areas.

I t  is by now obvious that the Washington bu­
reaus are incapable of preventing the capitalists 
from securing an almost continuous series of price 
rises and thus lowering the workers’ standards of 
living while the capitalists’ profits continue at their 
present record levels, i f  they do not go higher.

The only sort of price control that can be ef­
fective is that of the masses themselves in the form 
of mass committees representing the unions, work­
ing farmers, small retailers and housewives.

Equal Pay for Equal 

Work by Women

The Civil War in Yugoslavia

The'National Liberation 
Front’ And Its Policies

By JO H N  G. W R IG H T

In the Yugoslav areas where 
they operate the Partisans base 
themselves on locally-elected 
committees (or councils) — 
“ National Liberation Commit­
tees.”  And, as we stated in last 
week’s M ilitan t, they have 
sought from the beginning to 
establish a’ central government 
based on these local bodies.

Police power is wielded in 
towns and villages under the 
P artisans by the creation o f a 
“ people’s guard. ”  T ribuna ls , m il i­
ta ry  or s e m i-m ilita ry  in charac­
te r, have also been in s titu ted . 
These tr ib u n a ls  are ev iden tly  r ig ­
orous in  th e ir  procedure. Thus 
“ Free Yugoslav ia ,”  the P artisan 
radio, reported la s t A ug us t th a t 
120 U stas i bandits (C roatian  fa s ­
c is ts) were “ sentenced to be shot 
by a g u e rr illa  cou rt m a rt ia l.”  
(D a ily  W orker, A ug . 20, 1942.)

A S S U M E  A L L  F U N C T IO N S

In  the te rr ito r ie s  contro lled by 
the Partisans, they establish con­
tro l over food -d is tr ibu tio n  and the 
issuance o f m oney; they conduct 
th e ir  own schools and publish 
newspapers. In  short, they take 
over a ll leg is la tive , executive and 
ju r id ic a l functions, d isp lacing in 
a ll these spheres the previously 
e x is tin g  cen tra l and loca l state 
apparatus.

A no the r m a in  ob jective o f the 
Partisans is  to  b r in g  under th e ir  
d irec t con tro l a ll g u e rr illa  detach­
ments in  Yugoslavia . F o r in ­
stance, la s t M ay the General 
Headquarters o f the Slovenian 
P artisan U n its  issued the fo llo w ­
in g  order:

“ The P artisan  au tho rities , on 
the basis o f the decisions o f the 
Narodnc OsvobodiLne F ron tc  (N a ­
tion a l L ibe ra tion  F ro n t)  w i l l  
shoot everyone who is proved to 
have attem pted to  fo rm  no m a t­
te r  w ha t k ind  o f arm ed un its , 
aside fro m  pa rtisan  u n its  which 
are under the  command o f the 
General Headquarters o f the Slor 
venian P artisan  U n its .”  (O ffic ia l 
Documents o f the  N a tio n a l L ib ­
e ra tion  F ro n t, published in  “ The 
T ru th  A bo u t Y ugoslav ia ,”  Page 
13.)

T h is  p ro h ib itio n  —  “ to fo rm  no 
m a tte r w h a t k ind  o f armed u n its ”  
— is obviously aimed no t on ly  a t 
M ikha ilov ich  and the na tive  fa s ­
c is t fo rm a tions , bu t a t a ll guer­
r i l la  detachments w h ich  t r y  to  
operate independently o f the P ar­

tisan C entra l Command. The 
very need fo r  such an order, by 
the way, is p ro o f- th a t the re  are 
such independent fo rm ations. 
A p a rt fro m  the  fa c t  th a t they 
exist, no th ing  is known about 
them as y e t; no r about th e ir  d if-  
fferences, i f  any. w ith  the P a r t i­
san p rogram  and leadership.

W H Y  P A R T IS A N S  H A V E  
W ID E S T  M ASS SUPPO RT

In  any case, i t  is the Partisans 
who have thus fa r  enjoyed the 
w idest mass support, especially 
among the peasants. The reasons 
fo r  th is  are no t hard to establish. 
In  add ition  to  the above-cited 
dem ocra tization o f the Yugoslav 
state apparatus, the P artisans 
have pursued a po licy o f confis­
cating food supplies and d is tr ib ­
u ting  them among the popu lation 
which faces s ta rva tion .

“ Food fro m  a rm y  stores cap­
tured by the gu e rrilla s . . . was 
d is tribu ted  to needy popu la tion .”  
(D a ily  W orker, J u iy  26, 1942.)

“ F lou r. . . was d is tribu ted , to  
the s ta rv in g  popu la tion .”  (Idem,^

On Oct. 7, 1942 the D a ily  
W orker reported th a t the P a r t i­
sans in  C roa tia  had seized sup­
plies o f “ requis itioned w heat”  
and had d is tribu ted  “ several ca r­
loads”  am ong the local popula­
tion .

“ 500 carloads o f wheat. . . were 
d is tribu ted  among the popula­
tio n .”  (D a ily  W orker, Nov. 21, 
1942.) Th is d is tr ib u tio n  o f food, 
the la rges t ye t reported, came on 
the eve o f the creation o f the cen­
tra l governm ent in  B ihac.

B u t th a t is n o t a ll. B y decision 
o f the leadership o f the “ N a tion ­
al L ibe ra tion  F ro n t”  peasants in 
loca lities received “ t im b e r fo r  
b u ild in g  and fo r  personal use 
w ith o u t charge.”  (D a ily  W orker, 
J u ly  26, 1942.)

C O N F IS C A T IO N S

N a tu ra lly , the Yugoslav land ­
lo rds and m erchants who own 
these huge supplies and tim be r 
lands arc opposed to  such meas­
ures. A nd so is M ikh a ilov ich  who 
represents the Y ugoslav ru lin g  
classes.

T h e ir opposition is a ll the more 
b it te r  because the po licy  o f the 
P artisans goes fa r  beyond p a r­
t ia l seizures. “ In  Slovenia fhe 
'L ib e ra tio n  F ro n t ’ has recen tly  
confiscated the p ro p e rty  o f I t a l ­
ian spies and t ra ito rs  to  the peo­
ple and has d is tribu te d  i t  among 
the peasant v ic tim s  o f the fasc is t

te rro r. . .”  (D a ily  W orker, Ju ly  
28, 1942.)

I t  is ha rd ly  necessary to  stress 
th a t th is  po licy  o f confiscation 
h its  no t on ly  the deposed local 
and cen tra l au tho ritie s  b u t a ll 
Yugoslav land lords and ca p ita l­
is ts who pursue the po licy  o f co l­
labo ra ting  w ith  the A x is , and 
even those who support M ik h a il­
ovich, fo r  they  also fa l l  in  the 
category o f “ tra ito rs  to  the peo­
ple.”

I t  is c lear th a t the Yugoslav 
peasantry, land h u ng ry  fo r  cen­
turies, has been seizing the op­
p o rtu n ity  to d iv ide the land lords ’ 
estates. A nd  i t  is equa lly  se lf- 
evident th a t the leadership o f the 
Partisans has tr ie d  i f  n o t to  fos­
ter, then to  supp ly a lega l cover 
a t least, fo r  some o f these land 
seizures.

No less d ras tic  measures have 
been applied in  o th e r economic 
fields, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the fie ld  o f 
finance. V e lim ir  V lakhov ic  has 
been pe rm itted  to  cable from  
Moscow th a t the P artisans have 
confiscated “ banks and th e ir  
funds in  libe ra ted  towns.”

W H A T  DOES T H IS  
P O LIC Y  R E P R E S E N T?

“ In  Usice (the  f i r s t  cap ita l o f 
the cen tra l governm ent set up by 
the P artisans,) they confiscated 
more than 10 m illio n  d inars. In  
la rge towns such a Chachak and 
K ra lyevo , s im ila r  la rge  sums 
were taken over. La rge  sums 
were also obtained by a ttack ing  
A x is  m il ita ry  and passenger 
tra in s .”  (D a ily  W orker, Feb. 2.)

The on ly  tra in s  s t i l l  ru n n in g  in  
Yugoslavia are “ A x is  m il ita ry  
and passenger tra in s .”  The only 
banks e x is ting  the re  are those 
owned by Y ugoslav bankers, f in ­
anciers and cap ita lis ts , who are 
likew ise the  on ly  ones able to  
c a rry  la rge  sums on th e ir  persons 
when r id in g  on tra ins .

The creation o f a new state 
power th rough  the assum ption of 
executive, leg is la tive , legal, police 
and n t il i ta ry  powers, the con fis ­
cation o f land lords ’ estates, 
stocks o f food, tim be r, etc. and 
th e ir  d iv is ion  among the peas­
ants, the confiscation o f banks—  
w hat are a ll these i f  no t revo lu ­
tion a ry  measures? A nd w ha t can 
they flo w  fro m  4 f no t a condition 
o f c iv il w a r in  the  country?

T h is  a u tom a tica lly  raises the 
question: U nder whose leadership 
is th is  s trugg le  be ing conducted 
a t present? W e sha ll answer i t  
in our next a rtic le .

Gandhi Fast Exposes Real 
Aims Of British In  India

(Continued fro m  page 1)
voice to  be raised again now on 
beha lf o f In d ia  indicates th a t 
there m ust be broad public pres­
sure fo r  action on beha lf o f In ­
dian independence.

W A S H IN G T O N ’S G E S tU R E

Pressure on W ashington to in ­
tervene pu b lic ly  w ith  C hurch ill 
m ust also be considerable, i t  is 
indicated by the fac t th a t Roose­
v e lt’s «(‘personal”  envoy in  Ind ia , 
W illia m  P h illips , called in  the 
Am erican correspondents on Feb. 
21 to state th a t “ A m erican au­
th o ritie s ”  are “ discussing”  the
s itua tion  w ith  the B ritish .

•
B u t th is  was a pe rfu nc to ry  ges­

tu re , designed solely' to  m o llify  
Am erican public op in ion. Th is 
fa c t was exposed by the N . Y . 
Tim es correspondent when he re ­
ported th a t P h ilip s  made the an­
nouncement on ly to  Am erican 
correspondents and th a t i t  was 
no t g iven to  the Ind ian  press. 
W ashington, it. is  clear, has no 
in ten tion  o f encouraging the In ­
dian s trugg le  fo r  independence.

I f  Gandhi's fast illum ine s  to the 
outside w orld  the bestial character 
o f B r it is h  ru le , that, is  of course 
even more true  w ith in  Ind ia . The 
Feb. 24 N. Y. H era ld -Tribune  
publishes a dispatch from  its  cor­
respondent. which states that, the 
co n flic t between Gandhi and the 
V iceroy "makes i t  more clear than

ever fo r th is  w r ite r  tha t the end 
o f B r it is h  ru le  here w i l l  not Be 
atta ined by negotiations or con­
s titu tio n a l methods.”

T h is  s itua tion  is ce rta in ly  a 
paradox, fo r  no one more than 
Gandhi has stood fo r  the method 
o f peaceful negotiations. T h a i 
flowed from  h is  creed o f non­
violence, and i t  was eagerly ac­
cepted as a po litica l method by 
the Ind ian  bourgeoisie, w h ich 
feared tha t mass revo lu tiona ry  
methods would not on ly  free 
In d ia  bu t would also g ive the 
masses the power to pu t an end 
to the land lords and p riva te  
ownership in  general.

W A R  E N D E D  IL L U S IO N S

I t  was the w a r th a t dealt a 
death-blow to the doctrine o f non­
violence. Up to then i t  had a 
certa in  surfaces p la u s ib ility  as a 
method o f res is ting  the B rit is h  
under conditions where the B r i t ­
ish had arm s and the Ind ians did 
not.

B u t the w ar posed the question 
in  a new fo rm : would no t a free 
Ind ia  arm  its e lf  to  res is t Japan­
ese invasion and aid China?

In  Ju ly  1940, a fte r the fa ll of 
France, the Congress leadership 
offered to arm  and defend In d ia  
against Japan i f  B r ita in  granted 
a na tiona l government. L ikew ise 
in  the negotiations w ith  Cripps. 
the Congress made a s im ila r  offer.

The offers, obviously, con­
trad icted the doctrine o f non­
violence. Even Gandhi then said:

“ . . .non-violence w ith  me is a 
creed. . .B u t i t  is never as a creed 
th a t I  placed i t  before Ind ia . . .1 
placed i t  before the Congress as 
a po litica l method. . .A s a p o lit i­
cal method i t  can always be. 
changed, m odified, a ltered o r even 
given up in preference to  another 
. . . I f  you can get w'hat you want, 
you w i l l  s tr ik e  the barga in, and 
you m ay be sure th a t I  w i l l  not 
shed a single tea r.”

B r ita in  turned down the bar­
gain, but those offers put an end 
fo r a ll tim e to any pretense tha t 
non-violence was the fixed method 
o f the In d ia n  struggle. Obviously 
i f  violence could be used against 
the enemy from  w ith ou t, i t  
could also be used agaipst the 
enemy w ith in . The Ind ian  masses 
thought so and acted so when the 
c iv il disobedience campaign began, 
and they did so in  spite of Gan­
d h i’s declaration th a t the cam­
paign m ust be non-violent.

Now th is  process of the dis- 
c red itm ent o f non-violence as a 
p o litica l method fo r  In d ia  is 
clim axed by the fa ilu re  of Gan­
d h i’s fa s t to move the B r it is h  to 
release him .

(T h is  is the second o f a new 
series o f a rtic les  on Ind ia . The 
th ird  w i l l  appear ne x t week.)
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Qualifications for Posts 
In War Production Board

D e fra ud ing  the governm ent o f thousands o f do lla rs 
does n o t necessarily land a m an in  ja i l  —  no t i f  he 
is an im p o rta n t cap ita lis t.’

F o r instance, on Feb. 14 executives o f the General 
E le c tr ic  Company, O kon ite Company, General Cable 
C orpora tion , Phelps Dodge Copper Products C orpora­
tion  and Anaconda W ire  and Cable Com pany refused 
to contest ind ic tm ents  cha rg ing  them w ith  conspir­
ing  to f ix  prices on cable fo r  the N a vy  and paid 
$77,500 in  fines to  a New  Jersey Federa l C ourt.

Y et, according t6  I.  F. Stone in  the Feb. 18 PM , 
these same companies now dom inate the copper d i­
v is ion o f the W ar P roduction  Board w h ich contro ls 
governm ent purchases o f the ve ry  products involved 
in  the ind ic tm ents.

E ig h t companies are represented on the new com­
m ittee , and fiv e  o f the posts are con tro lled by repre­
sentatives o f the  ind ic ted companies.

M oreover, three o f the men on the new com m ittee, 
who w i l l  help advise the W P B  on w ire  and cable p u r­
chases, were named in d iv id u a lly  in  the c r im in a l p ro ­
ceedings in s titu te d  by the governm ent.

Anaconda W ire  and Cable was no t on ly  convicted 
o f fra u d  in price f ix in g ,  bu t now faces t r ia l  in Ind iana 
and Rhode Is land on charges o f kno w in g ly  se lling  de­
fec tive  cable to the armed forces. The Ind iana in d ic t­
ment, wh ich w il l  go to  t r ia l  in  A p r il,  charges th a t the 
o ffice rs o f the company knew the use o f such defec­
tiv e  w ire  and cable “ would endanger the lives o f men 
in  the m il ita ry  fo rce  o f the U n ited  States.”

The fines so fa r  imposed upon these companies 
cons titu te  a mere slap on the  w r is t  and make no ap- 
pi-eciablc dent in  th e ir  huge w a r p ro fits .

I f  th e ir  past record means any th ing , they can be 
depended on to use th e ir  governm ent posts to more 
than compensate fo r  the paym ent o f these fines.

E g id io  M a ttin a  o f Easton, Pa., died in a V irg in ia  
a rm y  camp on Feb. 7. He was 26 years o f age a t 
the tim e  o f his death and had been d ra fte d  in to  the 
a rm y one week before.

E g id io  M a ttin a  did no t c a rry  a m em bership card 
in the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  -when he died —  b u t 
he was ou r comrade. He was a lw ays close to  the 
p a rty , fo llo w in g  the teachings o f Lenin and T ro tsky , 
and in his qu ie t, shy way, pa rtic ip a ted  as much as 
he could in  the s tru g g le  aga inst the e xp lo itin g  cap­
ita l is t  class.

Iso la ted in a sm all tow n, E g id io  had no o p p o rtu n ity  
to  w o rk  w ith in  the g re a t mass labo r movement. Y e t, 
deprived o f th is  op po rtu n ity , h is devotion to  social­
ism remained steadfast. Had he lived, he would un­
doubtedly have played a ro le  in  the m ovem ent a t a 
fu tu re  stage.

Two weeks before his death E g id io  w ro te  the f o l­
low ing  le tte r  to  a close fr ie n d  who was active in  the 
re vo lu tio n a ry  movement. The type  o f you th  he was, 
is revealed in  his own w ords:

“ I  was d ra fte d  today as a p r iva te  in  the U. S. A rm y  
and m ust leave next S atu rday fo r  Nevy Cum berland, 
N . Y . M y  papers were stamped ‘L im ite d  Service,' 
w h ich  p robab ly  means th a t I ’l l  never g e t neare r to  
the f ro n t  than a general does. I  am n o t a t a l l happy 
about it .

“ C e rta in ly  these years w i l l  be the m ost im p o rta n t 
in  m y life .  I  can on ly  look back on m y past years 
now w ith  anguish, and the fee lin g  th a t the y  no long ­
e r belong to  me, b u t have a lready m erged w ith  the 
stream  th a t carries the lives o f m y fa th e r and g rand­
fa th e r.

“ I  long fo r  peace w ith  every f ib e r  o f by being, no t 
fo r  th a t peace w hich w i l l  on ly  be a con tinua tion  o f 
the w a r by o ther methods, bu t fo r  the peace as n a t­
u ra l as fresh  w h ite  bread.

“ •‘Ah, m ay v ic to ry  rem a in  w ith  those who have 
made w a r w ithou t- lov ing  i t . ’ A ltho ug h  M a lraux  had 
im p e ria lis t France in  m ind when he w ro te  them , no 
one can deny the inhe ren t t ru th  o f these b e au tifu l 
words.

“ I  clipped the l is t  o f places where The M il ita n t  is 
sold ou t o f one o f the issues. I f  I  am stationed near 
any o f them, perhaps I  sha ll be able to  renew my 
contact w ith  m y own past once in  a wh ile .

“ I  am a fra id  m y  ideas w i l l  have to ‘go underground’ 
fo r  some tim e. I  could to le ra te  th a t, b u t w h a t makes 
i t  so te rr ib le  is th a t m y he a rt w i l l  be forced under­
ground w ith  them  —  the tw o  arc so closely linked.

“ F a ith fu lly  yours,
E g id io ”

SUNDAY OPEN FORUM
T h is  w eek: Sunday, Feb. 2 8 , 8  P . M .

“ LABOR PARTY 
PROSPECTS —  1943”

Speaker: W IL L IA M  W A R D E

N e x t w eek: Sunday, M a rch  7 , 8  P. M .

“ Labor and the Four Freedoms”
Speaker: V IN C E N T  R. D U N N E

Auspices:

N E W  YO R K  SCHOO L o f S O C IA L  S C IE N C E

116 U n iv e rs ity  Place (cor. 13th S tree t) 
Second flo o r

Pi

Question-D iscussion Period R efreshm ents


