
3 Things To Be 
Noted About Post 
Office Hearing

An Editorial
There are three im p o rta n t th in g s  to be remembered about the 

Post O ffice hearing, held in  W ash ing ton  on Jan. 21, to  consider 
revocation Of The M il ita n t ’s m a ilin g  r ig h ts :

1. Despite m onths o f prepara tion , despite the wholehearted 
and active co llabora tion o f the D epartm ent o f Justice and A t to r ­
ney General B iddle who ins tiga ted  th is  a tta ck  on The M ilita n t,  
the posta l au tho ritie s  were able to  concoct on ly the flim s ie s t k ind 
o f p re te x t fo r  b a rrin g  th is  paper fro m  the m ails.

The M ilita n t,  asserted the a tto rn e y  who presented the case 
fo r  the Post O ffice, has v io la ted  the  Espionage A c t wh ich p ro ­
h ib its  w i l l fu l  obstruction  o f the re c ru it in g  o r en lis tm en t service o f 
the  U n ited  States. P roo f?  The Post O ffice a tto rn ey  presented ab­
so lu te ly  none. He in troduced in to  the record o f the  hearing  106 
excerpts taken fro m  M il ita n t  a rtic les  and ed ito ria ls . N o t a s ing le  
one o f these even mentioned the sub ject o f re c ru it in g  o r e n lis t­
m ent.

On the o the r hand, several o f these a rtic les  po in ted o u t th a t 
as long as the  m a jo r ity  o f the people ac tive ly  o r passive ly sup­
po rts  the w a r p rogram , the  revo lu tiona ry  m in o r ity  “ m ust submitj 
to  th a t m a jo r ity  in  action ,”  does “ no t sabotage the  w a r o r ob­
s tru c t the armed forces in  any w ay,”  and m ust “ go w ith  th e ir  
generation in to  the armed forces.”  On scores o f occasions The 
M il ita n t  warned its  readers aga inst accepting the in d iv id u a lis t o r 
absten tion is t v iews o f conscientious objectors and pacifists.

The record was so clear th a t the Post O ffice did no t dare to 
c la im  th a t The M il ita n t  had urged resistance to  conscrip tion, which 
has accounted fo r  easily more than 80% o f the armed forces. A nd 
ye t i t  pretends th a t The M il i ta n t  t r ie d  to  discourage en listm ents, 
which have constitu ted such a sm all p a rt o f the personnel o f the  
armed forces!

2. The Post O ffice argum ents and procedure a t the  hearing  
made i t  c lear th a t governm ent a u th o ritie s  are seeking to  establish 
a precedent fo r  W orld  W a r I I  w h ich w il l  enable them  to  ban o r 
in tim id a te  in to  silence a ll periodica ls w h ich  are c r it ic a l o f govern­
m ent o ffic ia ls  o r th e ir  policies.

Consider the fundam enta l a rgum ent presented by the  Post 
O ffice a tto rney a t the W ashington he a ring : People, he declared, 
who read M il ita n t  a rtic les  c r it ic iz in g  such dom estic and fo re ign  
polic ies o f the ad m in is tra tion  as w age-freezing o r N egro  d isc rim in ­
a tion  o r co llabora tion  w ith  the D arlans m ig h t be persuaded the re ­
by no t to  en lis t in  the arm ed forces.

B u t people m ig h t be s im ila r ly  persuaded by reading artic les  I 
w r it te n  in  the labor press, the lib e ra l press and even the ca p ita lis t 
press. I f  The M il ita n t  can be banned fro m  the m ails  because o f a 
possible e ffe c t its  a rtic les  m ig h t have on some readers, w ou ldn ’t  
the  W ashington bureaucrats then f in d  the  w ay c lear to  take  s im ­
i la r  measures aga inst such periodica ls as The N a tion  o r the  New 
Republic o r even the N . Y . H era ld - T ribune?

T ru ly , as A m erican C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n ion  A tto rn e y  Osmond 
K . F raenkel pointed ou t a t the hearing, “ T h is  e f fo r t  to  revoke the 
m a ilin g  r ig h ts  o f The M il ita n t  constitu tes the g ravest th re a t to 
freedom o f the press th a t has thus fa r  arisen in  the' w a r.”

3. B idd le  and the Post O ffice w a n t to  suppress The M il ita n t  
because i t  te lls  the  t ru th  about a ll the  m a jo r issues fa c in g  the  labo r 
m ovem ent and because i t  advocates a f ig h t in g  p rog ram  to  solve 
the  prob lem  fa c in g  the  w o rkers  today.

The Post O ffice a tto rn ey  had to  a d m it th a t B iddle and the  Post 
O ffice  could no t and did  n o t challenge the t ru th  o f the  M il i ta n t  
a rtic les  cited as evidence a t the hearing . H e tr ie d  to  ge t around 
th is  im p o rta n t question by saying, “ We are no t concerned here 
w ith  questions o f t ru th  o r fa ls ity .  I t  does no t make any d iffe rence  
i f  e ve ry th in g  The M il ita n t  said is tru e .”  B u t by th is  attem pted 
evasion he on ly  emphasized w h a t has already become evident, name­
ly ,  th a t The M il ita n t  would no t now be under a tta ck  i f  i t  had p r in t ­
ed lies about the basic cause o f the w ar o r i f  i t  had defended wage­
freez ing  and exto lled the  deal w ith  D arlan .

The cha rac te ris tic  w h ich  d is tinguishes The M il ita n t  fro m  o ther 
papers —  and w h ich  exp la ins w h y  i t  is  the  f i r s t  la bo r paper to  be 
attacked in  th is  w a r —  is th a t i t  presents a p rogram  in  add ition  
to  m ak ing  c ritic ism s o f ad m in is tra tio n  po lic ies and a ttacks  on B ig  
Business.

The M il ita n t,  fo r  exam ple, n o t o n ly  opposes the  15% L i t t le  
Steel wage fo rm u la  o f the W a r Labor Board —  i t  also urges the 
la bo r movem ent to  f ig h t  fo r  a r is in g  scale o f wages to  m eet the 
r is in g  cost o f liv in g . I t  n o t on ly  dem onstrates th a t the  Dem ocratic 
and Republican P arties  are a n ti- la b o r to  the  core —  i t  also ad­
vocates the fo rm a tio n  o f an Independent Labo r P a r ty  to  f ig h t  the  
c a p ita lis t parties. I t  no t on ly  w arns th a t fascism  cannot be e lim in  
ated w ith o u t the abo lition  o f the cause o f fascism , the  c a p ita lis t 
system  —  i t  also calls on the  w orkers  to  f ig h t  fo r  a W o rke rs ’ and 
F a rm ers ’ G overnm ent to  p u t an end to  both fascism  and ca p ita l­
ism.

To sum up then : The a ttack  on Thei M il ita n t  is  based on a 
fram eup. I t  constitu tes a th re a t to  a ll papers and groups who are 
c r it ic a l o f the a d m in is tra tion . I t  is intended to  suppress the t ru th  
and the socia lis t program .

The s trugg le  against the B idd le-Post O ffice fram eup is d if f ic u lt  
because i t  costs money. A nd  i t  is made m ore d if f ic u lt  because the 
c a p ita lis t press, obviously ac tin g  on "adv ice”  fro m  W ashing ton, is 
consis ten tly  re fu s in g  to g ive any p u b lic ity  to  the case. The w ay 
to  help The M il ita n t  defend its e lf  the re fo re  is to :

1, Send financia l assistance to  The M il ita n t  Defense Fund, 
116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  C ity .

2. In fo rm  as many people as possible in every way possible 
o f the  v ita l issuek and developments connected w ith  the a ttack  on 
th is  paper.
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Unions Attack WLB ‘Little Steel’ 
Formula, Demand Wage Increases

An Answer To A Slander CIO, AFL, Mine and Railroad 
Workers Press for Higher Pay
But W ar Labor Board Still Refuses to 
Make Any Changes in Its Wage Policy

By Antony Massini
W o rk in g  class resentm ent against rising prices, 

new tax burdens and m onopoly-induced shortages is 
forcing the leaders o f the trade union m ovem ent to  
come out in  opposition to the W ar Labor Board’s 
L ittle  Steel wage fo rm u la , which prohibits any in ­
crease o f m ore than 1 5 %  over wage levels o f Jan., 
1941 and which has resulted in  the freezing o f most 
workers’ wages since May, 194 2 .

D u rin g  the last two weeks leaders o f several o f 
the most powerful unions in the country openly called for a 
revision of the W LB’s formula, demanding that wages be brought 
in line with living costs. It is expected that the War Labor Board 
w ill be confronted with the same.demand by many other unions

■®in the immediate period ahead. 
Meanwhile, although the WLB

A t  one po in t in  the W ash ing ton hearing  called to  consider 
revocation of The M il i ta n t ’s m a ilin g  r ig h ts , the  a tto rney  in  
charge o f presenting the B idd le-P ost O ffice case gave a dis­
to rted  p ic tu re  o f The M il i ta n t ’s program  and shouted, “ T hat's  
H it le r  propaganda!”

The answer to  th a t lie  is  shown above in  the p ic tu re  o f a 
few  o f the headlines on the hundreds o f a n ti-fa sc is t a rtic les  
prin ted  in  th is  paper d u rin g  the la s t 14 years.

T liis  p ic tu re  shows th a t The M il ita n t  and the T ro ts k y is t 
movement —  un like  the people who w a n t to  suppress them  
in  the name o f a w a r against fascism  —  have fro m  the very  
beginn ing been in  the fo re fro n t o f the s tru g g le  aga inst fascism

a t home and abroad.
T h is  p ic tu re  shows th a t long before the present w a r began 

—  w’hen i t  was no t so fash ionable as i t  is  now to  be known 
as an a n ti- fa sc is t —  The M il ita n t  opposed H it le r  in  G erm any; 
th a t i t  fo u g h t the G erm an-Am erican Bund on p icke t lines c a ll­
ed by the S oc ia lis t W orkers  P a rty  before the New Y o rk  M ad i­
son Square Garden and in  Los A ngeles; th a t i t  organized to  
res is t the attacks o f the  C oughlin ites and C h ris tian  F ron te rs  
and S ilve r S h ir ts ; th a t i t  called on the masses to  defend the 
Soviet U nion.

T h is  p ic tu re  shows also why those who w ant to  suppress us 
can depend on ly  on slanders and fram eups fo r  th e ir  weapons.

Unionists Send 
Aid to ‘Militant’

That progressive unionists 
are concerned about the Biddle- 
Post Office attempts to bar The 
M ilitant from tjie mails was 
demonstrated last week.

In reply to an appeal for aid 
sent to all M ilitant subscribers, 
Louis Nelson, Manager- Sec’y 
of Local 155, l.L.G.W.U. sent 
§5 “ for financial assistance 
so that you may continue your 
legal action in order to main 
tain your Post Office rights.”

‘Anti-Racketeer9 Bill 
Menaces Union Activity

The House Judiciary Com­
mittee has reported out a so- 
called “ anti-racketeering”  bill 
(H. R. 653) under whose pro­
visions union officials could be 
sent to ja il for 20 years and 
fined $10,000 for the perform­
ance of their legitimate trade 
union duties.

The b i l l  is in  the fo rm  o f an 
amendment to the Anti-racketeer­
in g  A c t of 1934. T h is  b i l l  was 
aimed a t c rim ina ls  of the D illin g e r

New Trotsky Book Meets Warm Response
Reports about the sales o f the  

n e w ly  published book by Leon 
T ro ts k y , “ In  Defepse O f M a rx ­
ism ,”  a re  beg inn ing  to  come in  
fro m  a ll pa rts  o f the  cou n try  and, 
according to  P ioneer Publishers, 
w h ich  issued the book a l i t t le  
m ore than a m onth  ago, the re­
sponse is in v a ria b ly  en thus iastic .

“ Y ou’ve done a rea l service to  
th e  labo r movem ent,”  says a 
le tte r  fro m  A Chicago in d u s tr ia l 
w o rke r to  P ioneer. “ I  don’t  o ften  
buy books, and I  seldom keep 
those I  buy, b u t I ’l l  a lways 
treasure  th is  book because i t  
teaches the method o f M arx ism  
so v iv id ly  and c le a rly .'

“ I  had read m ost o f the 
m a te ria l bcfox-c in  m agazine and 
newspaper artic les , b u t i t  is  on ly  
when you have i t  a l l tog e the r be­
fo re  you and can read i t  fro m  
beg inn ing  to  end, th a t  you f u l ly  
apprecia te  the  significance o f

w h a t T ro ts k y  was w r it in g . ”
A  student a t a w est coast u n i­

v e rs ity  says:
“ I  am no t a T ro ts k y is t, and 

may never be one, b u t th is  book 
convinced me th a t o f a ll com­
m enta tors on the Russian-F inn ish 
w ar. T ro tsky  alone C o rrec tly  ana­
lyzed the m ain trends o f even ts .. .

“ I  have long  believed th a t the  
Moscow T r ia ls  w ere  fram eups, 
and lik e  m any others I  was in ­
d ign an t to  learn  th a t H o llyw ood 
was m aking  a film  p resen ting  the 
S ta lin  version o f these tr ia ls . 
A f te r  read ing  th is  book, m y in ­
d igna tion  increases a t any a t­
tem p t to  slander a m an who had 
so much w o rth w h ile  to  say to  
m ankind.”

A  W orker in  the  m etropo litan  
area w ro te  th a t she had intended 
to send a com p la in t to  P ioneer, 
but—

“ You prom ised to  le t  me have

m y tw o  copies o f the  book by 
Christm as. 1 had arranged to give 
one o f them  to  a fr ie n d  as a 
C hristm as g if t .  The books a rrived  
la te , and I  was p re pa ring  to  com­
p la in  when m y fr ie n d  w ro te  me 
th a t a lthough he had received i t  
la te r than a ll h is o ther g if ts ,  i t  
was by  fa r  the  best and he 
w ou ldn ’t  trade i t  fo r  any th ing  
else he go t.”

The Educationa l D epartm ent o f 
Local New Y o rk , Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P a rty , in fo rm s  P ioneer:

“ In  the education and tra in in g  
o f M a rx is t cadres, especially o f 
the youth, T ro ts k y ’s ‘ In  Defense 
o f M a rx ism ’ is beg inn ing to  p lay 
the same ro le  th a t F rie d rich  E n­
gels' classic polemic. ‘A n ti-D ue h r- 
in g ,’ played- in its  day.”

A  fo rm e r m ember o f the Y oung 
C om m unist League in  M ich igan 
says th a t he had read a few  
magazine a rtic les  by  T ro ts k y  be­

fo re  th is , b u t “ m y  ,eyes were 
re a lly  opened by th is  book.

“ I  was in  the Y C L  fo r  a lm ost 
tw o years, and a lthough I  was 
considered qu ite  a s tudent there, 
I  rea lize now th a t the y  d idn ’t  
teach us even the rud im en ts  o f 
M arx ism . I  have been to  the 
lib ra ry , and am now  on the second 
volum e o f th a t g re a t book, 
T ro ts k y ’s ‘H is to ry  o f the Russian 
R evo lu tion ’.”

P ioneer rep o rts  th a t the book 
is having excellent i n i t i a l  
sales. Several u n iv e rs ity  book­
shops and lib ra r ie s  have a lready 
ordered the book. W orkers  who 
can’t  a ffo rd  to  buy the book 
themselves w i l l  be able to  find 
i t  on the shelves o f m any pub lic  
lib ra ries .

The clothbound copy o f the book 
costs $2; the  paperbound copy 
$1.50. O rders should be sent to 
Pioneer Publishers, 116 U n ive r­
s ity  PL, New  Y o rk  C ity .

type. The amendment, however, 
broadens the provis ions o f the 
b ill so th a t anyone convicted of 
in te rfe r in g  w ith  in te rs ta te  com­
merce can be im prisoned.

I t  is  easy to  im agine how a 
s trike , a p icke t line, o r even the 
process o f ba rga in ing  w ith  an em­
p loyer engaged in in te rs ta te  com­
merce, can be in te rp re ted  as re ­
s tra in t o f th a t commerce.

The amendment is dressed up 
to appear as a move against 
sabotage of the w a r e ffo rt. In  
rea lity , i t  covers a ll workers 
whether engaged in  w a r w o rk  or 
not. I t  covers b lock ing or re ta rd ­
in g  transporta tion  of troops, 
m un itions, w ar supplies, m ails, or 
the o rd e rly  makeup, movem ent or 
d isposition of any tra in , ra ilw a y  
o r h ighw ay vehicle, a irp lane or 
ship in  in te rs ta te  o r fo re ign com­
merce.

A ll branches of labor have an­
nounced in te n tio n  to figh t th is  
b ill,  w h ich is characterized by the 
A F L  as fo llow s:

“ W hat i t  re a lly  does is to  de­
l im it  labo r’s peaceful and o rd in ­
a ry  a c tiv itie s  by the methods o f 
a s tra ig h t c rim in a l s ta tu te , so 
b road ly worded as to  a ffo rd  a 
th rea t to, i f  not ac tu a lly  p ro ­
scribe, almost a ll the usual ac­
t iv it ie s  o f labor organ iza tions.”

CIO President P h ilip  M urra y  
th is  week called on the CIO unions 
to ra l ly  against the b i l l  wh ich 
he declared was intended to 
“ outlaw  the ve ry  existence o f o r­
ganizations o f w o rk ing  men and 
women.”

The b il l was ra ilroaded through 
com m ittee w ith o u t even the ho ld­
in g  of hearings.

Anti-Fascists Are 
Still Persecuted 
In North Africa

By M IC H A E L  CORT

The Liberals have been wail­
ing for some time that the re­
actionaries in the Stale Depart­
ment are responsible for the 
maintenance in power of the 
French fascists in North Africa. 
They saw particularly in the ap­
pointment of Marcel Peyrouton, 
fascist and anti-Sem ite, a Machia­
ve llian  p lo t by these same reac­
tionaries  to sabotage the ad­
m in is tra tio n 's  “ pro - dem ocratic" 
fo re ign  po licy. Just w ha t th is  con­
ten tion  o f the libe ra ls  is w o rth  
was revealed las t week when the 
news came of the Roosevelt-Chur­
c h ill m eeting in  Casablanca.

T h is conference opened in  N o rth  
A fr ic a  on Jan. 14. Peyrouton 
a rrived  in  N o rth  A fr ic a  on Jan. 
16 and was im m edia te ly  insta lled  
as Governor-General of A lgeria .

H U L L  A N D  D A V IS  
E X P L A IN

Secretary o f S tate H u ll dropped 
his previous contention th a t the 
p o lit ic a l s itu a tio n  in N o rth  A f r i ­
ca was pu re ly  a m il ita ry  m atte !- 
and the re fo re  under the sole ju r ­
isd ic tion  o f the m il ita ry  a u th o r­
ities.

He openly defended the sunport 
g iven V ich y  Frenchm en and in ­
d ire c tly  adm itted th a t the en tire  
plan had the approval of the ad­
m in is tra tio n . In  a press con­
ference held on Jan. 27 he lashed

Price Rises Cause 
Drive Against 
WLB Wage Ruling

The labor movement’s de­
mand for a revision of the War 
Labor Board Little Steel For­
mula, which is gaining momen­
tum in-most important indus- the b itum inous coal operators, 
tries, is based primarily on the 
continued rise of prices and the 
growing realization that the 
OPA is either unwilling or un­
able to keep l iv in g  costs from  
ris ing .

In  h is f irs t  press in te rv ie w  on 
Jan. 20, the new OPA head,
P rentiss Brow n, b land ly  stated:

“ I  don’ t  believe, and Congress 
never intended, th a t prices could 
be held a t a f la t  level. W e tho ugh t 
a slow, we ll-o rdered rise  o f one- 
h a lf o f one per cent a m onth 
m onth would occur under the 
m ost favo rab le  circum stances.”

In  o ther words, unless the w o rk­
ers secure wage increases w h ich  
are now proh ib ited  by the L it t le  
Steel fo rm u la , they can expect to 
su ffe r a t least a 6% cut in  th e ir  
l iv in g  standards d u rin g  th e .n e x t 
year—not counting  the  add itiona l 
reductions th a t w i l l  be imposed 
on them  through increased taxes, 
hidden price  rises and black 
m arke t operations.

M eanwhile, S ecre tary o f Labor 
P erk ins reported la s t week th a t 
l iv in g  costs had risen one-ha lf o f 
one per cent between la s t Nov.
15 and Dec. 15. Thus the cost o f 
liv in g , according to  conservative 
governm ent figu res , is  now 9% 
h ighe r than i t  was a t the tim e  o f 
P ea rl H a rbo r, and more than 22% 
h igher than in  Aug., 1939.

S im ultaneously, the OPA au­
thorized price increases on 9 more 
food products, e ffective Feb. 2.
T h is  is bu t one o f a long series 
of p rice  rises pe rm itted  by the 
OPA in  response to pressure from  
pro fitee ring  food enanufactu'rers 
and processors who threaten to 
discontinue production  i f  th e ir  
demands are no t met.

F u rthe rm ore , the House o f 
Representatives th is  week receiv­
ed a favorab le  report, on the Pace 
B ill,  which would a lte r p a r ity  
prices to  increase the price o f 
m ost foods by an add itiona l 10%.

I f  anyth ing, then, the d rive  fo r 
increased wages is long overdue.

and Economic Stabilization 
Director Byrnes are reported to 
be “ resu rvey ing" the s itua tion , 
the Board has continued to s tick  
fas t to the L i t t le  Steel fo rm ula .

U M W  C O N F E R E N C E
The p o licy  com m ittee o f the  

U n ited M ine W orkers (indepen­
dent) was scheduled to meet in  
W ashington on Feb. 2 to fo rm ula te  
wage demands to be served on

whose con tract w ith  the UMW , 
covering 450,000 w orkers, expires 
next A p r il.  I t  seems certa in  tha t 
the UMW , whose members s tru ck  
fo r  increased wages in  the an­
th ra c ite  fields las t m onth, w i l l  ask 
fo r increases greater than those 
provided fo r  in  the W LB  form ula .

UM W  President John L . Lew is 
s truck  sha rp ly  a t the W LB  on 
Jan. 28 when he declared:

“ Under its  a rb itra ry  and m is­
erably  s tup id  fo rm u la , i t  chains 
labor to  the wheels o f in d u s try  
w ith o u t compensation fo r  increas­
ed costs, w h ile  o the r agencies o f 
governm ent rew ard and fa tte n  in - 
d u s try  by cha rg ing  its  increased 
costs to  the pub lic  purse.

“ Assuredly, labor, despite its  
present weak and v a c illa tin g  
leadership, cannot long to le rate 
such econom ically paradoxica l and 
soc ia lly  u n ju s t tre a tm e n t.”

The CIO Executive Board was 
also scheduled to meet th is  week, 
and to consider among other 
th ings its  a ttitu d e  tow ard the 
W LB  form ula . A  num ber of im ­
p o rta n t CIO in te rna tiona ls  have 
already forwarded reso lu tions on 
the question to the board.

The A F L  In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers  U n ion, 30,000 
o f whose members s tru ck  in  New 
Y o rk  C ity  las t week a f te r  the re ­
fusa l o f the dress m anufacture rs  
to  negotia te  wage increases, has 
also announced th a t i t  w i l l  oppose 
the L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la , which 
i t  declared had been rendered 
“ obsolete”  by the r is in g  costs o f 
liv in g .

“ Since the adoption o f the 
L it t le  Steel fo rm u la ,”  said ILG W U  
President David D ubinsky, “ the 
cost o f l iv in g  has gone up 22%, 
w h ile  the dressmakers, in  th a t 
period, have had an increase of 
on ly  10% .”

U A W  R E S O LU TIO N
The CIO U n ited  A u to  W orkers, 

whose executive board m et in

(Continued on page 3)

(C ontinued on page 2)

Prices, Wages And Pamphlets
The Office of W ar In form a-* 

t ion  has prepared fo r mass 
d is tr ib u tio n  a sm all pamphlet, 
“ Y ou r W ar and Y ou r Wages,”  
intended to convince the w o rk ­
ers that wage “ s tab iliza tio n ”  is 
in  th e ii- own interests.

One example given by the 
pam phlet read as fo llow s:

“ A 10 cent-an-bour raise in  
norm al tim es means th a t $ f 
m ore w o rth  o f goods can be 
bought on Saturday n igh t. B u t 
supposing th a t prices mean­
w h ile  rise  h igh  enough to 
absorb th a t $H—then w hat has 
been the use o f the long argu­
ments before a governm ent

agency to 4 w in  th a t 10 cents 
an hour?

B u t supposing th a t prices go 
up $4 a week and wages don’t  
go up to meet them? T ha t 
means th a t the w o rke r gets 
$4 less o f goods on Saturday 
n ig h t than he got p reviously. 
And most w orkers don’t  have 
to do any supposing about th is  
— it 's  happening to them  r ig h t  
now.

T h a t’s why the w orkers w an t 
wage increases—and th a t’s w hy 
there is l i t t le  chance th a t 
pamphlets w i l l  change th e ir  
m inds on th is  question.
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Stalinists Get Trounced At 
Connecticut CIO Convention
Their Reactionary Labor Policies Laid 
Basis for Defeat- On Executive Board

HARTFORD, Conn. — A 
complete routing of the Stalin­
ists and their elimination from 
all posts on the Executive 
Board marked the high point in 
the recently concluded annual 
convention of the Connecticut 
Industrial Union Council.

The Connecticut Council had 
for years been a political play­
ground fo r  the numerous C. P. 
stooge outfits. As often as a new 
S ta lin is t com m ittee was establish­
ed, the endorsement of the Con­
necticu t Council im m ed ia te ly  fo l­
lowed. Past conventions of the 
Council, and the reso lutions 
adopted a t each, one, closely 
m irro red  the S ta lin is t line. The 
conventions successively adopted 
resolutions p ra is in g  Roosevelt, 
then condem ning h im , ca llin g  fo r  
co llective security, then iso lation, 
then collective secu rity— followed 
by an o u tr ig h t demand fo r  the 
declaration of war.

Up to las t year the S ta lin is ts  
enjoyed overw helm ing con tro l of 
every section o f the Council’s ap­
paratus. A t the 1941 Convention 
a bloc o f anti-CP delegates m an­
aged to elect a m a jo r ity  to the 
Executive Board and throughout 
the ensuing year blocked the 
S ta lin is t a ttem pts to use the 
Council fo r  a cover to th e ir  stooge 
organizations.

T h is  year’s convention saw the 
complete e lim in a tio n  o f a ll S ta lin ­
is ts  o r fo llow ers from  EB posts, 
and was accomplished by a bloc 
composed o f auto workers, tex tile , 
steel, rubber, brass and about 50% 
o f the UE delegation.

L IT T L E  M O R E  A C H IE V E D
Other than the ro u tin g  of the 

S ta lin is ts  on a ll m a jo r questions 
l i t t le  of a positive na ture  came 
out of the convention. Resolutions 
m ild ly  c r it ic a l of the delays en­
countered in  ge tting  a decision 
from  the W LB, ca llin g  fo r  a re v i­
sion o f the W L B ’s 15% L it t le  
Steel fo rm u la , and opposing 
d isc rim in a tio n , were the nearest 
the convention came to ac ting  on 
the im p o rtan t questions o f the 
day.

To a ce rta in  extent the fa ilu re  
of the delegates to  take strong 
action on the m any problems 
fac ing th e ir  organizations can be 
expla ined by the fac t th a t the 
convention was a two day a ffa ir. 
Because of the strong positions 
the S ta lin is ts  had been able to 
assume over th e ir  fo u r year 
period of con tro l, p ra c tica lly  the 
en tire  two days were taken up 
w ith  maneuvers by the CP bloc to 
pro tect itse lf, and maneuvers by 
the anti-CP group. I t  had been 
w e ll understood by both forces 
p r io r  to  the convention th a t the 
m a tte r o f the ro le o f the CP in  
Council a ffa irs  was to be the 
m a jo r issue to be resolved a t the 
convention.

“ R E V E N G E ”
W h ile  defeated in  the elections 

to the Executive Board, the 
S ta lin is ts  managed to take revenge 
by ho ld ing  up the passage o f a 
cons titu tiona l change to finance 
the new Council's w ork. The 
S ta lin is t-dom inated News o f Con­
necticu t has been passing as a

sem i-offic ia l CIO organ in  the 
state, and the C ouncil’s leg is la tive 
w o rk  has been conducted through 
the S ta lin is t-contro lled  Connecticut 
Labor's Non-Partisan League.

The m a jo r ity  o f the delegates 
wanted to pub lish  an o ffic ia l CIO 
paper, and to undertake leg is la tive  
w o rk  in  th e ir  own name. To 
finance th is, they offered a 
proposal to raise per capita pay­
ments by one cent, w h ich  required 
a tw o-th irds  m a jo r ity  fo r  adop­
tion . The S ta lin is ts  resorted to 
pa rliam en ta ry  s ta llin g  and figh t­
in g  over “ po in ts o f o rder”  and 
prevented a showdown vote on 
the per cap ita  issue u n t i l  one- 
th ird  o f the delegates had le ft 
the convention h a ll to make tra in  
connections fo r  home.

CP W A S  V U L N E R A B L E
T h is  defeat of the S ta lin is ts  

opens a new chapter to the Con­
necticu t CIO. S tym ied fo r the past 
two years by the S ta lin is t execu­
tion  o f the “ p a rty  line ,”  the Con­
necticu t CIO was used to cover 
abo lition  of double-tim e contract 
provis ions long b e f o r e  the 
Thomases and the M urrays had 
guts -enough to move against 
them.

The w orkers here also found 
themselves in  the s tra it- ja cke t of 
a “ no s tr ik e  pact”  o f in du s try , 
labor and governm ent, long before 
the establishm ent o f the W LB . In  
Connecticut the  S ta lin is ts  fostered 
a pact th a t m ere ly  called fo r  the 
e lim in a tio n  of s trikes w ith o u t even 
the establishm ent o f m ach inery 
guarantee ing a m in im um  o f p ro­
tection  to labo r’s r ig h ts . The ap­
p lica tio n  o f the pact was le ft 
e n tire ly  to the d iscretion o f the 
Governor.

I t  is no wonder, therefore, tha t 
the opposition to these misleaders 
should meet w ith  l i t t le  d iff ic u lty  
in  organ iz ing  a convention against 
them.

W h ile  l i t t le  o f a program m atic  
na tu re  can be seen when exam in­
in g  the opposition to the CP. .one 
can get com fort out o f the know l­
edge th a t in s tin c tiv e ly  the average 
w o rke r w i l l  be m ore ready to 
pro tect h is  position and gains than 
the S ta lin is ts  Connecticut has 
been so abundantly cursed w ith .

CP Loses Ground 
In Connecticut 
Locals of UE

A no ther strongho ld o f the S ta lin ­
ists-—the UE— is  show ing signs of 
revo lt in  H a rtfo rd , Conn. The 
huge Colt A rm s local in  H a rtfo rd  
has swung away from  the S ta lin ­
ists, and has been fo llowed by 
three other locals over w h ich  the 
S ta lin is ts  have exercised complete 
con tro l fo r  years.

This, movement, too, has its  
roots in  the fa ilu re  of the S ta lin ­
is t o ffic ia ls  of the in te rn a tio n a l 
un ion to stand behind the workers 
in  th e ir  e ffo rts  to m a in ta in  and 
extend th e ir  w o rk in g  standards.

W h ile  fo r  the m om ent th is  an ti- 
CP movement in  the U E is  isolated 
to H a rtfo rd , the po ss ib ility  tha t 
i t  w i l l  spread th roughou t the 
state is heightened by the recent 
defeat suffered by the S ta lin is t 
forces a t the recent state CIO 
Convention.

Full Speed Ahead!

F O O D  O R PILLS?
B y G RACE C A R LS O N

With the increasing food 
shortages and the steady wors­
ening of the already poor diets 
of American workers, strenuous 
efforts w ill be made by vitamin 
pill manufacturers to sell their 
products to workers as substi­
tutes for natural, nourishing 
foods.

A measure of the success o f 
th e ir  advertis ing  campaigns is  the 
fact th a t a CIO e lectrica l un ion 
local recently  w ro te  in to  its  con­
tra c t w ith  an Eastern Ordnance 
p lan t a demand tha t every w orker 
be supplied w ith  two v ita m in  p ills  
da ily  by the employer. Business 
Week, in  rep o rtin g  th is  s itua tion , 
gloated over the huge new m arke t 
w h ich  t'his new demand of trade 
un ion w orkers fo r  v ita m in  p ills  
opened up fo r  the drug m anu­
facture rs of the country.

B u t the employers have another 
and even more p ractica l in te rest 
in  se lling  the idea o f v ita m in  p ills  
to  th e ir  workers.

A  recent report, “ The Food and 
N u tr it io n  o f In d u s tr ia l W orkers 
in  W artim e,”  issued by the Na­
tio n a l Research Council’s com­

m ittee  on N u tr it io n  in  Indus try , 
has th is  to  say on the subject: 

“ Em ployers are beg inn ing to 
appreciate the im portance of 
be tte r n u tr it io n  among th e ir  w o rk  
kers, and in  th e ir  anx ie ty  to ob 
ta in  qu ick  resu lts are in  many 
instances d is tr ib u tin g  synthetic  
v itam ins  in  v a ry in g  dosage w ith ­
ou t p re lim in a ry  s tudy of diets or 
n u tr it io n . T his  is a practice w h ich  
the Committee on N u tr it io n  in  In ­
du s try  cannot recommend on the 
basis of p re sen t knowledge.

“ W here diets are found to be 
inadequate by modern standards, 
the obvious remedy is to b ring  
the diets up to the desired level 
by the use o f na tu ra l foods. 
Hum an beings cannot live  on 
m inera ls and v ita m in s  alone, and 
proper n u tr it io n  m ust be m a in ta in ­
ed in  the long ru n  by the da ily  
hab it o f consum ing na tu ra l foods 
con ta in ing  the amounts and kinds 
o f nu trie n ts  recommended by the 
Food and N u tr it io n  Board o f the 
N a tiona l Research Council.”

B u t w hy are employers so an x i­
ous to serve v ita m in  p ills  to th e ir  
workers? The learned scientists 
of the N a tiona l Research Council’s 
com m ittee e ithe r do no t under­
stand the employers' m o tiva tion

Latín America

Chile Since The Break Wi th The Axis
B y T E R E N C E  P H E L A N  

Anti - Semitic persecutions, 
censorship and other suppres­
sions of civil liberties, martial 
law in the mining districts — 
such are the first fruits of 
Chile’s entry into “ the crusade 
for democracy”  by breaking 
diplomatic relations with the 
Axis a fortnight ago.

W a r’s dislocations had already 
brought severe su ffe rin g  to the 
Chilean people. Bread recently  
doubled in  price; m ilk  rose 20%; 
m any other foodstuffs 50 to 100%. 
In  the las t year, w h ile  production 
dropped ne a rly  10%, general 
prices rose alm ost 25%. As in  the 
U. S., the governm ent showed less 
in te res t in  ho ld ing  down prices 
than in  freezing wages; bu t u n t il 
las t week Chilean labor had in  
m ost cases succeeded in  res is ting  
wage-freezing by sharp defensive 
s trikes. ,

Since the Rios governm ent came 
to power la s t spring , i t  has put 
th rough  a series of emergency 
laws g iv in g  i t  sem i-d ic ta to ria l 
powers. C a re fu lly  unreported by 
the U.S. ca p ita lis t press was the 
rea l reason fo r  the repeated post­
ponement of C h ile ’s d ip lom atic  
ru p tu re : the  governm ent needed 
one more measure, “ Law  of E x ­
te rna l S ecu rity ”  g iv in g  i t  fu r th e r  
broad d ic ta to r ia l powers against 
a ll d issen ting  op in ion. Behind the 
usual p re te x t o f action against 
“ A x is  agents,”  th is  la w  is o f 
course aimed d ire c tly  a t labor. 
Once i t  was passed, the govern­
m ent fe lt  secure enough a t home

to bow a t las t to W ashington 
pressure fo r the rup tu re  o f re la­
tions  w ith  the Axis.

F irs t  the governm ent issued a 
decree decla ring  the  m in in g  
regions “ emergency zones,”  th a t 
is, subject to m a rt ia l law . The 
pre text was o f course defense 
against A x is  invasion. B u t an in ­
d ica tion  of the rea l purpose is 
g iven by the la s t occasion when 
the governm ent took s u c h  
measures.

Last October the w orkers of the 
far-southern province of Magal­
lanes decláred a p o lit ic a l general 
s tr ik e  against the skyrocke ting  
cost o f liv in g . M a rtia l law  was 
declared; the s tr ik e  leaders flu n g  
in to  p rison ; the w orkers d riven  
back to w ork.

P a rt ic u la r ly  s ig n ifica n t in  the 
present measures is the fa c t th a t 
the  m in in g  unions are la rg e ly  
contro lled by the S ta lin is ts , who, 
in  Chile as in  the U . S. are m ov­
in g  heaven and ea rth  to  s trang le  
labo r m ilita n cy . T h a t the govern­
m ent finds these “ emergency 
zone”  measures necessary can 
mean on ly one th in g :  th a t no t 
even the S ta lin is t m isleaders can 
hold back the an g ry  m iners.

Next the governm ent ordered 
great numbers o f Jew ish refugees 
who had settled in  Santiago, the 
cap ita l, to c lear out to the ru ra l 
provinces. In  some cases, the 
U n ited Press reported, they were 
to ld  no t on ly  where to go, bu t 
w hat occupations they m ust en­
gage in  on a r r iv a l— usua lly  farm - 
labor.

P a rt ic u la r in d ig n a tio n  w a s

aroused by the ty p ic a l case o f one 
E. T . Baksi, owner o f a l i t t le  
s to rage-ba tte ry  shop and chem ist- 
experim enter in  processes fo r  
u tiliz a tio n  o f coal by-products. So 
outrageous was th is  case th a t 
even the b o o tlick ing  S ta lin is t 
sheet E l S ig lo, was d riven  to  ask: 
“ S ha ll he now go raise potatoes?”

Since H it le r  took over Germany, 
between 25,000 and 35,000 Jewish 
refugees have entered Chile. 
W hat propo rtion  are affected by 
the governm ent’s eviction-ukase, 
the f irs t  press dispatches d id  not 
im m ed ia te ly  make clear.

As the usual f in ish in g  touch, 
the Rios governm ent slapped a 
s tr ic t  censorship on a ll in ­
te rna tiona l m a il, telephones, and 
cables, especially ou tgo ing news- 
dispatches. I t  is  obvious th a t 
d irec t press censorship is ju s t 
around the corner.

The tra ined  seals of the cap ita l­
is t press huffed and puffed to 
blow up in to  colossal, enthusiastic, 
and unanim ous mass movements, 
dem onstrations ce lebra ting  ¿he 
rup tu re  (usua lly  S ta lin is t-o rgan­
ized).

B u t the governm ent’s rea l 
eva luation o f the  degree o f 
popu lar support fo r  its  po licy  was 
ind ica ted by its  panicky reaction 
to  the proposal o f ex-President 
A lessandri th a t the  d ip lo m a tic  
ru p tu re  be subm itted to  a n a tio n ­
wide referendum , w ith  every man 
and woman o f 18 o r over having 
the r ig h t  to vote.

The proposal aroused w ide 
popu lar approval, in c lu d in g  the

c r it ic a l support of the F ourth  In- 
te rn a tio n a lis t P artido  Obrero Re 
vo lucionario . B u t the ¿overnment 
h a s tily  issued a f la t  refusa l to 
subm it the question to a demo­
c ra tic  vote..

As d ic ta to r ia l reaction thus step 
by step tigh tens its  stranglehold, 
the Chilean p ro le ta r ia t is in  con­
fused ferm ent. A t  its  annual con­
ven tion  a t Rancagua la s t week, 
the Chilean S oc ia lis t P a rty  s p lit 
r ig h t  down the m iddle, the le ft 
w ing, under M armaduque Grove 
V a lle jo , w a lk in g  out, and ap­
paren tly , ju d g in g  from  U nited 
Press dispatches, approaching the 
previous le ft re fo rm is t sp lit-o ff, 
the P artido  Socia lista  de T raba­
jadores.

A  cab inet c ris is  fo llow ed, 
the three socia list m in is te rs  re­
signing, as d id  hundreds of 
Socia lis t p rov inc ia l and regional 
governors and m ayors— a cris is  
surm ounted by President R ios’ 
recogn ition o f the rig h t-w in g  
Socia list m in is te rs  and o ther gov­
ernm ent functionaries, and there­
by the p a rty  r ig h t  w in g  under 
Salvador A llende.

The reports in  the cap ita lis t 
press are too scanty and confused 
to p e rm it exact deductions, bu t 
on ly  pseudo-revolutionary sell-outs 
can be expected from  the le ft 
w in g  Socia lis t leaders.

Nevertheless, the inc iden t de­
m onstrates th a t the p ro le ta rian  
ran k  and f ile  o f the  Socia list 
P a rty ’s le f t  w ing  is p u ttin g  un ­
com fortab le  heat under the  self-* 
satisfied posterio rs o f its  bure­
aucra tic  leaders.

o r they are too t im id  to speak 
about it .  The fa c t is th a t i t  is 
much cheaper fo r  an employer to 
buy v ita m in  p ills  and dole them 
out to his employees than to pay 
them  enough wages to buy the 
na tu ra l, v ita m in -r ich  food neces­
sary fo r  themselves and th e ir  
fam ilies .

C ontinenta l Machines, Inc., a 
machine tools p la n t in  M innea­
polis, w h ich  also operates a p lan t 
in  Des Plaines, I l l in o is  under the 
name of the D O A LL Company, 
has gained great prestige in  in ­
du s tria l c ircles fo r  its  pioneer 
w ork  in  dispensing v ita m in  p ills  
to its  employees.

S ig rid  A rne, a feature w r ite r  
fo r  W ide W orld , po in ts ou t in  a 
recent a rtic le  tha t a three m onth 
supply o f v ita m in  p ills  fo r  the 
thousands of w orkers in  these two 
plants cost the owners on ly  $500. 
One employee, a fte r  ta k in g  the 
p ills  fo r  some tim e, is quoted in  
the a rtic le  as saying, “ Boy, can 
I  w o rk  now! T h irtee n  hours a 
day.”  The underpaid w orkers of 
these plants w h ich  have never 
been organized are repaying th e ir  
an ti-un ion boss a “ hundredfo ld”  
fo r  h is ou tlay  of $500 fo r  p ills .

N E C E S S A R Y  FOODS
The N a tiona l Research Council 

recommends the fo llo w in g  da ily  
allowances o f food:

1 p in t of m ilk  a t least, pre fe r­
ab ly 1 quart.

2 servings o f potatoes.
2 servings o f f r u it ,  one of w h ich

should be e ith e r oranges, 
g ra p e fru it o r tomatoes.

2 vegetables, one o f w h ich  
should be leafy, green o r 
yellow .

1 egg.
1 serving o f meat, fish or 

pou ltry .
1 w hole-gra in cereal dish.
B u tte r o r v ita m in -fo rtif ie d  ole- 

m argarine.
W hole-grain o r enriched w h ite  

bread a t every meal.
I t  w ould be bette r fo r  trade 

un ion leaders to see th a t th e  
wages paid the workers in  th e ir  
in d u s try  enabled them to buy su f­
fic ien t amounts o f these n u tritio u s  
foods fo r  themselves and th e ir  
fam ilies  than  to w r ite  demands 
fo r v ita m in  p ills  in to  th e ir  con­
tracts.

These synthetic  v itam ins  can be 
very useful in  the hands o f a 
sk illed  physician in  the trea tm ent

The Chilean w o rk in g  class is 
on the defensive against the Rios 
governm ent’s g radua lis tic  bu t 
ruth less attack. I t  has s t i l l  not 
reached the po in t o f b reaking w ith  
its  “ S ocia lis t”  and S ta lin is t m is ­
leaders, who w ith  one unanim ous 
bleat call on i t  to  com m it class 
suicide fo r  the sake of the war.

B u t every blow, every be traya l, 
is a revea ling  lesson. F ir s t  by 
ones and twos then by hundreds, 
and f in a lly  by thousands, the 
Chilean w o rk in g  class w i l l  find 
the road to  where the  sm all bu t 
unconquerable P.O.R. holds h igh 
the banner o f revo lu tiona ry  
socialism .

PRO-CONSUMER FORCES 
BEING DRIVEN FROM  
AGRICULTURE DEPT.

B y JO H N  B A T E S

The purge of pro-consumer 
elements in the Agriculture De­
partment continued last week as 
Gardner Jackson, special assist­
ant to the Under-Secretary of 
Agriculture, and Mary Taylor, 
editor of the Department’s Con­
sumer’s Guide, were forced to 
submit their resignations. Pre­
vious resignations in  recent weeks 
included Donald Montgomery, 
Consumers’ Counsel to the De­
partm ent, and H . W. Parisius, 
Food P roduction D irector.

The rem oval o f these people is 
a v ic to ry  fo r  the lobby o f b ig  
farm ers whose a im  is increased 
pro fits  th rough  h ighe r prices and 
restric ted  production, fo r  Jack- 
son, M ontgom ery and Paris ius 
were advocates of a program  
aimed a t increased food supplies 
fo r  w orkers  in  the  low er income 
groups. M iss T a y lo r  exp la ined ’ 
th a t the policies of Secretary 
Claude W ieka rd  made i t  im pos­
sible fo r her to serve the interests 
of the consumers.

T H E  S M A L L  F A R M  P L A N
The c o n flic t in v o lv in g  Jackson 

and Paris ius was over the reo r­
ganization o f fa rm  production  by 
g iv in g  the sm all fa rm ers govern­
m ent c red it so they could increase 
production and m arke t food which 
would be priced w ith in  the reach 
o f the w orker. The fa rm  lobby 
wanted to meet the demand fo r 
greater food.production  m ere ly by 
ra is ing  food prices and thus g iv ing  
an “ incen tive”  to  the b ig  fa rm ers  
to increase th e ir  acreage.

The M ontgom ery-Parisius plan 
fo r  increase in  sm all fa rm  produc­
tio n  was e n tire ly  rea lis tic , based 
on the experience of the Farm  
S ecurity A d m in is tra tio n  in  1942. 
Paris ius drew up a report, since 
suppressed by the Departm ent of 
A g ricu ltu re , in  w h ich  he revealed 
th a t the sm all farm ers operating 
under the FSA c red it program, 
con s titu tin g  less than 10 per cenl 
of the na tion ’s farm s, had con­
tr ibu te d  alm ost ha lf o f the ex­
panded m ilk  production  last. year. 
S im ila r figures were revealed fo r 
the production  o f such foodg as 
eggs, d fy  beans and pou ltry .

T h is  sm all fa rm  plan, regard­
less of its  production  record, is

on ly  a p a r tia l answer to the prob­
lem o f ge tting  food to the w o rk ­
ers. B y no means rad ica l, i t  was 
a stopgap designed to  meet a 
w a rtim e emergency. B u t even so 
m ild  a program  as th is  aroused 
the antagonism  o f B ig  Business 
and the pow erfu l “ fa rm  bloc”  
representing the b ig  farm ers. 
T ha t is w hy the resignations took 
place.

C O U N S E L O F F IC E  
A B O L IS H E D

Montgomery, Consumer’s Coun­
sel in  the D epartm ent o f A g r i­
cu ltu re , was forced out when h is 
office drew  up a program  of 
d is tr ib u tio n  w h ich  would have cut 
in to  the ra te  of p ro fits  enjoyed 
by the b ig  farm ers. H is  plan 
called fo r :  the im m ediate ra tio n ­
in g  o f a ll foods a t once; govern­
ment subsidies to keep food prices 
down; special ra tions  of m ilk  to 
ch ild ren  and expectant m others—  
the m ilk  to  be d is tr ibu te d  free 
i f  they couldn’t  pay fo r  i t ;  a id  to 
m illio ns  o f fam ilies  who cannot 
buy the food necessities; con­
tin u a tio n  of the food stamp plan 
to secure low  income groups w ith  
proper food d ie ts ; pena liz ing of 
food waste; e tc .,

M ontgom ery has no t on ly  been 
fired, bu t h is  office has been 
abolished. Henceforth , no con­
sumer group w i l l  have a voice in  
the fo rm u la tio n  o f D epartm ent of 
A g ric u ltu re  po licy.

Mother’s Group 
To Conduct 
Study Class

A New York class based on 
Frederick Engels’ classic, The 
Origin of the Family, w ill be 
held each Wednesday at 116 
University Place, from 3:30 to 
4:30 P. M., starting on Feb. 17, 
1943.

Both adm ission to the class and 
care o f ch ild ren  d u rin g  the 
session are free to friends  and 
members of the Socia lis t W o rk ­
ers P arty .

K in d ly  reg is te r in  advance on 
the fo u rth  f lo o r o f 116 U n ive rs ity  
PI.

Anti-Fascists Still 
Persecuted In Africa

(Continued fro m  page 1)
ou t a t c r it ic s  and charged th a t 
they "b e litt le d ”  the president’s 
leadership when the y  objected to 
the A m erican po licy in  A lg e ria  
and Morocco.

E lm e r Davis, head o f the Of­
fice o f W ar In fo rm a tion , also met 
reporters tha t day and in  rep ly to 
questions adm itted th a t Peyrou- 
ton ’s appo intm ent was made a fte r 
the a rr iv a l o f Roosevelt and Chur­
c h ill in  Casablanca and “ one can 
on ly  assume th a t i t  ha rd ly  would 
have been made w ith o u t th e ir  ap­
prova l.”

REPR ESSIO N S C O N T IN U E
S ho rtly  a fte r the Casablanca 

conference news a rrived  tha t the 
regim e of General Nogues in  
Morocco, fa r  from  changing its  
V ichy complexion, was con tinu ing  
its  persecution of Spanish repub­
licans, Jews, and an ti-V ichy 
Frenchmen.

In  a series o f a rtic les  appear­
in g  in  the N. Y. Times on Jan. 
28 and 29, correspondent Drew 
M iddle ton w ired  fro m  Morocco 
"W hereas in  A lg e ria  there is some 
prospect tha t the regim e may

of severe m a ln u tr it io n , bu t no 
responsible m edical man w i l l  
prescribe v ita m in  p ills  as a sub­
s titu te  fo r  adequate am ounts of 
rich , nou rish ing  food. In  fact, a l­
though pa tien ts su ffe rin g  - from  
v itam in-defic iency diseases lik e  
pellagra, scurvy, etc. are helped 
g re a tly  by ta k in g  syn the tic  v ita ­
m ins, they are no t restored to 
good health unless they are placed 
on a d ie t o f na tu ra l foods, r ich  
in  a ll essential food substances.

In  order to buy these v itam in - 
r ic h  foods in  th is  period of 
ra p id ly  r is in g  prices, trade un ion­
ists m ust press fo r  a r is in g  scale 
o f wages to meet the r is in g  cost 
o f liv in g . Furtherm ore, the ra tio n , 
in g  o f a ll essential foods under 
the dem ocratic supervision and 
con tro l o f com m ittees o f trade 
un ion is ts , housewives and o r­
ganized farm ers m u s t be fough t 
fo r  as the on ly  w a y  to  ensure 
adequate diets fo r  the Am erican 
w o rk ing  people in  w artim e.

move away from  the extreme 
r ig h t  tow ard center, there is l i t t le  
hope in  Morocco where General 
Nogues runs the protectorate.”

A ccord ing to  M iddle ton, 4,000 
Spanish Republicans are s t i l l  im ­
prisoned, hundreds o f Jews, Poles 
and de G au llis ts  are s t i l l  in  ja il,  
and the V ichy-organized p o litica l 
police, “ an ersatz Gestapo,”  
hounds anyone who expresses 
a n ti-fa sc is t sentim ents.

T h is  reporte r revealed fu rth e r 
th a t F rench cap ita lis ts , along w ith  
the officer caste, have moved in to  
Morocco to exp lo it, no t on ly  the 
na tive  popu la tion  and the E uro ­
pean an ti-fasc is t refugees, but 
also the A m erican soldiers s ta tio n ­
ed there. Food supplies, c lo th ing  
and housing have been cornered 
by these cap ita lis ts  and w a r-p ro f­
ite e rin g  has a lready reached the 
proportions of a m a jo r scandal. 
N o t on ly tha t, th e ir  con tro l o f the 
necessities of l i fe  is used as a 
p o lit ic a l weapon to  prevent, any 
semblance o f an a n ti- fa sc is t 
movement from  ge tting  under­
way.

The local m il ita ry  ad m in is tra ­
tors require  the people to obtain 
ra tio n  certificates in  order to buy 
an y th in g  from  a new s h ir t  to a 
dozen eggs. These certificates are 
given fre e ly  to  members o f the 
fascist Legion o f Veterans, bu t 
are w ith he ld  from  those who have 
shown even coolness to  P eta in  and 
his V ichy  gang.

“ Membership in  the Legion is 
a pre requ is ite  fo r  success”  in  any 
business undertak ing , according 
to M iddle ton. He quotes h igh 
French officers as saying "W e 
don’t  w an t to figh t (against H i t ­
le r ) , we on ly  w ant to make money 
ou t o f th is  s itua tion .”

Thus li fe  in  N o rth  A fr ic a  con­
tinues much the same today as i t  
did under Peta in and Lava l. 
Despite the a rr iv a l o f the 
A m erican forces, i t  rem ains a 
despotic co lon ia l reg im e which 
ru th less ly  destroys a ll p o litica l 
opposition , which ja ils  any w o rk ­
er who res is t^  exp lo ita tion , and 
which keeps the na tives o f the 
te r r ito ry  in  p o lit ic a l and economic 
s lavery.

Women In 
Industry

B y M A R IE  T A Y L O R

Now th a t the nove lty  o f women 
w o rk in g  together w ith  m en in  
m achine shops, shipyards, and 
ra ilroa d  yards lias begun to wear 
off, m any men are w ondering  
w ha t effect nearly  4 m il lio n  
women workers w i l l  have on the 
labor movement. W ill they re ta rd  
o r fu r th e r  the strugg le fo r  strong 
and effective unions, fo r  be tte r 
w o rk ing  conditions? How  w e ll w i l l  
they pro tect the  gains made by 
trade un ion is ts  who have le ft  
th e ir  jobs fo r the armed forces?

As workers, there is no question 
bu t th a t women genera lly  are 
capable and effic ient. As fa r  as 
un ion ism  and m ilita n c y  go, how­
ever, there is  not the same u n ifo r­
m ity .

A  la rge p ropo rtion  o f women 
workers are not new to in d u s try  
o r un ion ism  a t a ll, hav ing  w o rk ­
ed in  lig h te r  indus tries  and, 
generally, in  sm a lle r unions. 
T h e ir  background and experience 
is extrem ely valuable, and helps 
considerably to ligh te n  the task 
o f the labor movement to educate 
women w orkers on the im p o rta n t 
ro le  and problems o f the unions.

M any o ther women, even before 
en te ring  the factories, had already 
been edueated on the picket lines 
and in  the soup kitchens d u rin g  
s tr ik e  struggles in  w h ich  th e ir  
husbands, brothers, o r sons were 
involved. About these tw o  groups 
o f women there  is l i t t le  doubt: 
they are no t on ly  good workers, 
bu t also good union members and 
fighters.

Then there is another im p o r­
ta n t section o f women in  indus­
t r y  who are certa in  to  be a rea l 
aid to  the labo r movem ent —  the 
Negro women. W hether o r no t 
they have worked in  in d u s try  be­
fore , these women have known 
oppression, d isc rim in a tio n , pover­
ty  and in ju s tice  a ll th e ir  lives. 
They understand especia lly w e ll 
the need fo r  u n ity  am ong the 
w orkers —  u n ity  fo r  b e tte r w o rk ­
in g  conditions, aga inst d isc rim in ­
ation, aga inst a ttem p ts  by em ­
ployers to  d iv ide  the w orkers and 
thus reduce th e ir  s treng th  and e f­
fectiveness.

The fina l group among the 
women w orkers constitu tes the 
m ain  problem. These* are the 
women who have never known 
factories o r unions. They come 
m a in ly  fro m  offices, from  w h ite - 
co lla r jobs,— the women who used 
to be sales-clerks, nurses, teachers, 
housewives, etc. In  the  m ain, these 
are the women who need education 
most of a ll.

There are m any among them  
who s t i l l  th in k  th a t unions are 
creations o f the devil w h ich  w i l l  
“ get you in  bad”  w ith  the  boss, 
who otherw ise w ould c e rta in ly  
g ive you a raise as soon as he 
fe lt  you were w o rth  more. There 
are even some (believe i t  o r no t) 
who s t i l l  argue th a t women, even 
though they ru n  the same ma­
chines and do the same w o rk  as 
men, should no t necessarily re­
ceive the same pay because— well,, 
because they ’re women! N a tu ra lly  
these women are no t ve ry  popu lar 
in  the shops, e ith e r w ith  men op 
women— except ,of course, w ith  
the foremen.

I t  is  im p o rta n t th a t the unions 
reach these women and g ive them  
some education on the  h is to ry  and 
im portance o f the  un ion move­
ment. The more advanced women 
can help by keeping on th e ir  toes 
to  co rrect these and o ther back­
ward ideas.

The men in  the shops have a l­
ready proven th e ir  concern over 
the conditions and status o f 
women workers, w h ich  they un­
derstand are in te g ra lly  connected 
w ith  th e ir  own conditions, by sup­
p o rtin g  and often leading the cam­
paign fo r equal pay fo r  women. 
I t  is up to  the women, now, to 
dem onstrate th e ir  understand ing 
and th e ir  w illingness  to cooperate 
in  so lv ing  the problems th a t face 

¿he en tire  labor movement.

Equal Pay for Equal 
Work by Women
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Who Killed Carlo Tresca?

A New Government Committee?

Is The GPU Planning a New 
Murder Drive Against Us?

A . P h ilip  Randolph was r ig h t  
when he said th a t  the hearings 
on N egro  d isc rim in a tio n  in  the  
ra ilro a d  in d u s try , scheduled to  
take place in  W ashington on Jan. 
25, w ould be a key te s t fo r  the 
F a ir  E m ploym ent P ractices Com­
m ittee .

A s th in g s  developed, the tes t 
showed th a t the FEPC  had no 
rea l power to do a n y th in g  fu n ­
dam ental about J im  Crow em ploy­
m ent policies. I t  showed too tha t 
the a d m in is tra tion  had no in te n ­
tio n  o f p u ttin g  up a f ig h t  against 
the pressure o f the Southern 
Dem ocrats who are unequivocal­
ly  opposed to  any change in  the 
N egro 's  sta tus, w a r o r no w ar.

M cN u tt, who as W a r M an­
power Com m issioner had ju r is d ic ­
tio n  over the FE P C , suddenly 
called o f f  the heai’ing. A  g re d t 
ro a r o f p ro tes t arose fro m  the 
labo r m ovem ent, CIO* and A F L , 
and fro m  a ll N egro  organ izations. 
I t  is reported th a t M c N u tt stated 
p r iv a te ly  th a t he was “ ta k in g  
the ra p ”  fo r  someone “ h igher 
up ,”  w h ich  could on ly  be a 
reference to  P resident Roosevelt.

W h a t l i t t le  prestige  the  FEPC  
had is  a lready gone. M alcolm  
Maclean, chairm an, resigned- to 
h u n t a job  as adviser on Negro 
a ffa irs  fo r  the  N avy . David Sar- 
n o ff,  head o f RC A, and M a rk  
E th rid g e , Southern newspaper 
ed ito r, have also le f t  th e  com­
m ittee . The on ly  ones who rem a in  
are the  tw o  N egro  members and 
the  representatives o f the  CIO 
and A F L .

W h a t nex t?  A d m in is tra tio n  
p restige  is dw ind ling  am ong the 
N egro  masses, and some move is 
necessary i f  i t  is no t to  disappear 
a ltoge ther.

The on ly  th in g  th a t could 
recover some s tand ing fo r  the 
F E P C  would be to  hold the hear­
in g  w h ich  M c N u tt called o f f  and 
to  have i t  end w ith  some 
measures aga ins t ra ilro a d  J im  
Crow. B u t i t  is h a rd ly  lik e ly  th a t 
th is  could happen now, so the 
days o f the  FE P C  appear to  be 
numbered.

A ccord ing to  newspaper re ­
ports, a new com m ittee is being 
planned to  take the  place o f the 
FEPC, and may be set up w ith ­
in  the nex t week by a presiden­
t ia l executive order. T h is  body 
would be known as the F u ll E m ­
p loym ent Com m ittee, and would 
d i f fe r  fro m  the FE P C  in th a t its  
members would he paid o ffic ia ls  
and i t  would operate a long the 
lines o f the N a tiona l Labor Re­
la tion s  Board. I t  is said th a t A t ­
to rn e y  General B idd le  has studied 
and approved the  proposal and 
has even recommended as mem­
bers o f the com m ittee F ra n k  P. 
G raham , m em ber o f the W a r 
La bo r Board, and Judge W illia m  
H astie , who announced h is  re ­
s igna tion  la s t m onth as N egro

adviser to  the  W a r D epartm ent.
I t  w i l l  no t be possible to  

analyze the  proposal in  a ll its  
de ta ils  u n t il i t  is  made public. 
B u t ce rta in  questions about i t  w i l l  
in e v ita b ly  arise  a t once in  the 
m inds o f a l l in fo rm ed  opponents 
o f J im  C row :

How much chance is there  th a t 
the new com m ittee w il l  prove any 
more e ffec tive  in  abolish ing dis­
c r im in a to ry  h ir in g  practices than 
the old one, when the ad m in is tra ­
tion  was w illin g  to  subm it to  the 
pressure o f Southern reaction ­
aries and scu ttle  the old com m it­
tee ju s t because i t  proposed to  
IN V E S T IG A T E  J im  Crow on the 
ra ilroads?

I f  the new com m ittee should ac­
tu a lly  be given some powers 
which the old com m ittee never 
got, what w ill happen i f  i t  goes 
seriously about its  business and 
the Southern Dem ocrats again 
put some pressure on the ad­
m in is tra tio n ?  W il l  the adm in is tra  
tion  g ive in  again, o r w i l l  i t  
stand firm  and take the r is k  th a t 
the Southern Dem ocrats w i l l  jo in  
w ith  the Republicans to take over 
con tro l o f Congress?

F o r even d a rin g  to  ask these 
questions, we know  th a t The 
M il ita n t  w i l l  be accused by B iddle 
o f “ s tim u la tin g  race issues” — as 
he did in  h is Dec. 28, 1942 le tte r  
to  the Post O ffice ask ing  th a t th is  
paper be barred fro m  the m a ils , 
B u t we ask them  ju s t  the  same 
because we are genu ine ly  in ­
terested in  abo lish ing  J im  C row  
ro o t and branch,— u n like  the 
members o f  the  a d m in is tra tion  
who appear to  be concerned on ly  
w ith  w o rk in g  ou t a “ good”  fo r ­
m ula and m ak ing  some m in o r con­
cessions in  the  hope th a t these 
w ill serve to  lessen the d iscontent 
o f the N egro masses.

W e th in k  th a t the  ad m in is tra ­
tion  a lready knows it ,  b u t w e ’re 
w i ll in g  to  say i t  again. Y ou ’re n o t 
going to pu t an end to the s trug ­
gle against J im  Crow by B a rrin g  
The M il ita n t  fro m  the m ails  any 
m ore than you can sa tis fy  the 
N egro masses by estab lish ing 
s t i l l  another com m ittee w ith  a 
new set o f in it ia ls . The s trugg le  
against J im  Crow w il l  continue 
as long as J im  Crow is practised 
and Negro d issa tis fac tion  w i l l  
rem a in  as long as the  govern­
m ent keeps bow ing to  the wishes 
o f the po ll taxers.

W hatever the Post O ffice 
decides to do about b a rr in g  The 
M il ita n t  fro m  the m ails , w h a t­
ever the  ad m in is tra tio n  decides 
about a new com m ittee, we shall 
continue to  w a rn  the  N egro 
masses th a t  fo r  the  ab o lition  o f 
J im  C row  the y  can depend on ly  
on th e ir  own organized s treng th  
and the labo r m ovem ent gnd a 
f ig h tin g  program  directed aga inst 
the breeder o f ra c ia l d isc rim in a ­
tion , the c a p ita lis t system.

By Felix  M orroiv

In ternational Notes
B y B E T T Y  K U E H N

The b itte r  controversy over the assassination o f C arlo  Tresca 
s t i l l  continues in  the labor movement, a long the lines ind ica ted in  
our previous artic les . The Ita lia n -A m e rica n  Labor Council —  led 
by L u ig i A n to n in i, v ice-president o f the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies G ar­
ment W orkers  and Joseph C a ta lono tti, v ice-president o f the A m a l­
gamated C lo th ing  W orkers  —  continues to  demand a searching 
in ves tig a tion  o f possible S ta lin is t resp on s ib ility . They in s is t th a t 
a S ta lin is t- in sp ired  assassin is a m ore lik e ly  po ss ib ility  a t th is  
tim e than a M usso lin i-fasc is t m urderer.

The “ answer”  o f the S ta lin is ts— w hethe r in  the F re ih e it, the 
D a ily  W orker, L ’U n ita  del Popolo o r the  New Masses— fo llow s  a 
s tric tly -de fined  p a tte rn : A n to n in i’s s tatem ents are characterized 
as a slander aga inst the Soviet U n ion, a b low  aga ins t the  “ U n ited  
N a tions,”  a id  to  an I ta lia n  D a rlan  scheme and red -ba iting .

I t  is  clear, on exam in ing these S ta lin is t “ answers,”  th a t they 
a ll stem from  a very  specific set o f in s tru c tion s  w h ich  la id  down 
ve ry  precisely w hat argum ents m ay be employed by each S ta lin is t 
w r ite r  on th is  question. A nd  tl\e  s lavish care w ith  w h ich  each w r ite r  
repeats the approved fo rm u la tio ns  and no others indicates th a t the 
set o f in s tru c tion s  is very a u th o rita tive  indeed.

In  a ll like lihood  the a u th o r ity  in  th is  case is h igher than 
Browder's. Answers to charges o f assassination are genera lly  not 
form ulated by a.'B row der bu t by S ta lin ’s GPU.

Precisely because o f the a u th o rita tive  note in  these “ answers,”  
one m ust assess the im portance o f au ex tra o rd in a ry  d iffe rence 
between these S ta lin is t w r itin g s  and those in previous s itua tions. 
The present artic les  do no t breathe a word about the T ro ts k y is ts !

O rd in a rily  one would expect the S ta lin is ts  to  make much of 
the fact th a t the suspicions voiced by the leaders of the Ita lia n - 
Am erican Labor Council are s im ila r  to those in  The M ilita n t.  
O rd in a rily  the S ta lin is ts  would seize the o p po rtu n ity  to ins inuate 
th a t A n to n in i is s im p ly  repea ling  the charges o f the  T ro tsky is ts .

D u rin g  the Moscow T ria ls , fo r  example, the S ta lin is t press 
lin ked  a ll c r it ic s  o f S ta lin ’s fram eups w ith  the T ro tsky is ts . L ik e ­
wise anyone who pointed to the GPU assassinations in  Lo ya lis t 
Spain was branded as being in  league w ith  the “ T ro tsky is t- 
fascists.”  Tresca him self, w hen he charged in  1938 th a t the GPU 
had kidnapped J u lie t S tua rt Poyntz, was “ answered”  by the S ta lin ­
is t press w ith  charges th a t he was a “ fascist spy" and lin ked  w ith  
the T ro tsky is ts . One dould adduce scores o f s im ila r  examples.

B u t th is  tim e  the S ta lin is t press says no t a w ord  about the 
s im ila r ity  in  views on the Tresca case between the T ro tsky is t 
press and the Ita lia n -A m e rica n  Labo r Council. W h y  th is  .strange 
silence? The im p lica tions  are ominous.

I t  is  understandable th a t the S ta lin is ts  would be s ile n t about 
the fact th a t Tresca h im se lf had close re la tions  w ith  the T ro tsky ­
is ts  in  .many labor defense ac tiv ities . T h a t Tresca was also a mem­
ber o f the famous Commission of In q u iry , headed by John Dewey, 
w h ich  investigated the Moscow T r ia ls  and concluded by condemning 
them  as a fram eup against T ro ts k y ; th a t Tresca jo ined w ith  the 
T ro tsky is ts  in  b rand ing  the GPU m urders of T ro tsky is ts  in  Spain; 
tha t Tresca branded S ta lin  as the in s tig a to r o f the m urder oL . 
T ro tsky ; th a t Tresca’s voice never t ire d  of w a rn in g  the labor 
movement against new assassination attem pts by the GPU against 
“ T ro tsky is ts ” — i t  is  qu ite  understandable th a t the S ta lin is ts  do not 
reca ll these facts a t a m om ent when they are vocife rously  a rgu ing  
th a t the man they called a fascist and T ro ts k y is t a lly  could on ly 
have been k ille d  by a fascist!

B u t tlTese considerations do no t apply to the l iv in g  A n to n in i 
and the M azzin i Society leaders who, lik e  the S ta lin is ts , are sup­
p o rtin g  the w a r and the “ U n ited N a tions," etc. In  th e ir  pro-war 
circles, no t a few  figures p re fe r to  rem a in  s ile n t about the GPU 
“ fo r  the sake o f the w a r e f fo r t . ”  Such circ les could be influenced 
by a S ta lin is t barrage id e n tify in g  A n to n in i’s statements w ith  those 
of the an ti-w a r T ro tsky is ts . W hy, then, do the S ta lin is ts  ca re fu lly  
re fra in  from  th is  type o f barrage?

.The GPU authors of the in s tru c tion s  to the S ta lin is t press 
on the Tresca case know  th e ir  business. Is  a new GPU move against 
the T ro ts k y is t now being planned which, when i t  is  executed, tire 
S ta lin is ts  do no t w ish  to have connected in  any way in  the pub lic  
m ind  w ith  the m urde r o f Tresca? I f  the S ta lin is t press were 
pub lish ing  d ia tribes about “ T ro ts k y is ts ”  aga ins t A n to n in i and 
others and tom orrow  a T ro ts k y is t leader m et the same fa te as 
Tresca, the d ia tribes would be ve ry  em barrassing to the S ta lin is ts , 
Is  i t  fo r  th is  o r a s im ila r  reason th a t the GPU in s tru c tion s  on the 
Tresca case avoid m en tion ing  the T ro tsky is ts?  Is  some s in is te r 
GPU attem pt against the Am erican T ro tsky is ts  now in  the process 
of un fo ld ing?

I t  is  now tw o and a h a lf years since the GPU assassinated 
T ro tsky. As the assassination gang led by the S ta lin is t S iqueiros 
on May 24, 1940 s tru ck— and missed— w h ile  the w d rld  press was 
preoccupied w ith  the B a ttle  o f France, so the successful S ta lin is t 
assassin “ Jacson”  s tru ck  on A ugust 20, 1940 w h ile  the press was 
centered on the c rhc ja l phases o f the great a ir  B a ttle  of England. 
Is  a new GPU a ttem pt planned fo r  a m om ent when the w o rld  press 
w il l  be preoccupied w ith  the  com ing offensive resu ltin g  from  the 
Casablanca deliberations?

The GPU m urder o f T ro tsky  dealt the F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l 
a heavy, b low  bu t the T ro ts k y is t movement rem ains the on ly  rea lly  
form idab le opponent of S ta lin ism  in  the w o rld  labor movement.

The Am erican T ro tsky is ts— the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty— have 
demonstrated since T ro tsky ’s death how im perishable are h is ideas. 
The governm ental persecutions— firs t the M inneapolis “ sed ition”  
t r ia l o f the 28 in  October-November 1941, then the suppression of 
issues o f The M il ita n t  and F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l, and now  the Post 
Office hea ring  on b a rr in g  The M il ita n t  fro m  the m a ils— eloquently  
demonstrate th a t T ro ts k y ’s great w o rk  is being reso lu te ly carried 
fo rw a rd  by h is Am erican comrades. A lready i t  is  clear th a t these 
governm ental blows a t the T ro tsky is ts  have fa ile d  to h a lt the 
fo rw a rd  m arch o f the  m ovem ent w h ich  T ro ts k y  b u ilt  so w e ll.

Is  the GPU, then, p lann ing  to a ttem pt by assassination to 
achieve w hat the U. S. governm ent’s persecutions fa iled  to do to 
the Socia list W orkers P arty? A  m om ent w h ich  the GPU m ust 
consider p a rtic u la r ly  favorable is  approaching: the fo rthcom ing  
release o f the p ic tu re  w h ich  ex-Ambassador Davies had Hollywood 
make as a special favo r to S ta lin , “ M ission to Moscow.”  The scenario 
o f th is  p ic tu re  was approved by the Office of W ar In fo rm a tio n  and 
therefore m ay ju s tly  be considered to oe sponsored by the Roosevelt 
ad m in is tra tion . I t  po rtrays “ T ro tsky is ts ”  as Nazi agents. When 

. thousands of m ovie theaters are show ing i t ,  the GPU m ay w e ll 
believe th a t re la tiv e ly  few people w i l l  be too perturbed over the 
assassination o f a T ro ts k y is t leader— o r m ore than one!

C e rta in ly  a new G PU a tte m p t appears to be the m ost log ica l 
exp lanation  fo r  th is  s trange “ om ission”  in  the S ta lin is t press, on 
the  Tresca case.

We ca ll the  a tten tion  o f a l l sections o f the  labo r movem ent 
to  th is  s itua tion .

On guard aga inst the G PU m urder-gang !

Unions H it W LB Wage Policy
p lana tion  th a t i t  conflic ted w ith  
the L i t t le  Steel fo rm ula . A c ting  
on the same ground two days

■ A  jo in t  Boliv ian-A m erican com­
m ission is being set up to study 
wages and w o rk in g  conditions in  
the t in  m ines o f B o liv ia , accord­
in g  to the January  29 La  Prensa, 
Spanish-language newspaper.

The commission w i l l  be com­
posed of tw o  .or three Am ericans 
and s ix  Boliv ians.

Announcem ent o f the com m is­
sion fo llow ed charges made by 
E rnesto  Galarza, labor represent­
a tive  o f the Pan A m erican U nion, 
th a t U . S. Ambassador P ie rre  
Boal had in tervened against the 
w orkers  in  the recent t in  m iners’ 
s tr ik e  and had prevented enact­
m ent o f the long-sought labor 
code which the s tr ik e rs  were de­
m anding.

The p rin c ip a l m ines involved 
are the P atino  in te rests , a sub­
s id ia ry  o f the  A m erican corpora­
tion , N a tiona l Lead.

A nsw ering  CIO and A F L  
demands fo r  an investiga tion , 
Secretary H u ll defended Boa l’s 
in te rven tion , a rgu ing  th a t Boal 
m ere ly “ made in q u iry  about the 
effect o f the proposed labor code 
on production costs o f the stra teg ic 
m ate ria ls  th a t we were securing 
fro m  B o liv ia .”

However, I .  F . Stone, in  h is 
W ashington le tte r  in  the  Jan. 9 
Nation, says th a t he “ obtained a 
detailed paraphrase of the  five- 
page cable sent the State Depart­
m ent on November 30 by our 
Ambassador, P ie rre  de Lagarde 
Boal, from  La  Paz. I  also have the 
te x t o f the pe rtine n t paragraphs 
in  the rep ly  w h ich  Secretary H u ll 
sent h im  on December 2.”

“ The P resident o f B o liv ia , ac­
cord ing to  Boal, expressed the 
op in ion th a t he could n o t veto 
the code w ith o u t p rovok ing  s trikes  
and labo r a g ita tio n . The P res i­
dent suggested however, th a t the 
code was p rov is iona l and th a t he 
could suspend the app lica tion  o f 
the causes m ost lik e ly  —  in  the  
op in ion of. the  m ine-owners and

the A m erican Embassy —  to have 
an adverse e ffec t. . .

“ Boal pointed ou t the incon­
venience of A rt ic le  53, w h ich  
would requ ire  paym ent of wages 
every fifte en  days. Boal said th is  
would increase bookkeeping costs! 
He also objected th a t th is  a rtic le , 
i f  enforced, would encourage the 
m iners to  q u it on pay day. ‘They 
are now paid ta rd ily , ’ he exp la in­
ed, ‘de libera te ly  in  order to m ain­
ta in  them  on the job and to give 
them  a stake in  th e ir  next 
m onth 's pay.’ A  s im p le r i f  less 
d ip lom atic  w ord  fo r th is  is peon­
age. Boal ended by decla ring  i t  
im pera tive  th a t the United States 
governm ent make its  suggestions 
prom ptly , w h ile  there was s t i l l  
tim e, o r ‘we w i l l  not be able in  
the fu tu re  to pro test the enforce­
m ent of the la w ’.”

The State Departm ent’s answer­
in g  cable c lea rly  encouraged Boal 
to back the m ine owners. .Stone 
quotes H u ll ’s cable as sta ting :

“ I t  is, however, considered 
desirable th a t you d iscreetly ex­
press to the president your gov­
ernm ent’s hope and confidence 
th a t no steps w i l l  be taken, which 
m ig h t re su lt in  the creation o f 
s itua tions w h ich  would in h ib it  
the fu l l  perform ance of contracts 
made in  good fa ith  by both par­
ties.”  The two parties re ferred to 
are the m ine owners and Metal 
Reserves, the RFC subsid iary 
w h ich  is  buy ing  B o liv ia n  tin . 
These were the on ly  parties in  the 
s itua tion  th a t H u ll was solic itous 
about— not the t in  m iners.

H u ll ’s attem pted w hitewash of 
Boal did not sa tis fy  the p ro testing  
organizations. The announced com­
m ission is a new a ttem pt to 
m o llify  pu b lic  op in ion. One m ay 
w e ll wonder, however, w hether i t  
w i l l  lead to a n y th in g  fo r  the t in  
m iners. A  commission to “ s tudy”  
the s itu a tio n  m ay drag along in  
de fin ite ly  w h ile  the in to le rab le  
conditions o f the m iners continue.

(Continued fro m  page 1)
Chicago la s t week fo r  special con­
sidera tion  o f the problem , adopt­
ed a reso lu tion to be presented to  | la te r, the Board refused to g ran t

a 4 cent, ho u rly  increase to a 
New Jersey te x tile  workers local, 
approving on ly  a 3 cent raise.

Thus, fo r  the tim e  being at 
least, the W LB  appears to be 
determ ined no t to  make any con­
cessions to the  un ions’ demands. 
I t  m ay be tha t the W LB  is depend­
in g  fo r  a so lu tion  of the problem 
on the w e ll-know n readiness of 
most o f the labor leaders to sub­
m it  to Roosevelt’s demands.

B u t as against the u n w illin g ­
ness of the labor leaders to enter 
in to  co n flic t w ith  the ad m in is tra ­
tion , there is the g row ing  pres­
sure being exerted on the un ion 
leadership by th e ir  ra n k  and file  
members, whose d issatisfaction 
w ith  present conditions has a l­
ready been m anifested in  a num ­
ber o f sho rt bu t nevertheless 
s ign ifican t s trikes.

The trade un ion ranks are faced 
now no t on ly  w ith  the necessity 
to guard • against cap itu la to ry  
tendencies on the p a rt o f th e ir  
o ffic ia l leaders, bu t also to fo r­
m ulate a program  to replace the 
oppressive L i t t le  Steel fo rm u la .

the na tiona l C IO  which demand 
ed adoption o f “ a re a lis t ic  fo rm ­
ula recogn iz ing an advance o f a t 
least 30% in  the cost o f l iv in g  
since Jan., 1941, so th a t the w o rk ­
ers th rough  th e ir  unions can com­
mence to ba rga in  now fo r  com­
parable increases in  wages.”

U A W  President R. J. Thomas 
pointed out a fte r the m eeting tha t 
“ the rea l increase in  the cost of 
l iv in g  in  D e tro it, Chicago, Los 
Angeles and other m anufactu ring  
c ities' is  fa r  beyond the govern­
m ent index o f l iv in g  costs. B lack 
m arke t operations and prices do 
no t get in to  the index.”

The ra ilroa d  unions, represent­
in g  more than a m illio n  w orkers, 
are asking fo r  wage increases 
am ounting  to  30%.

The A llie d  P r in t in g  Trades 
Council o f G reater New  Y o rk , 
rep resenting  25,000 members, an­
nounced th is  week th a t i t  was 
ca llin g  a conference o f a ll A F L  
unions in  the c ity , representing 
750,000 w orkers, to  p lan  a p ro ­
gram  to meet the m ounting  cost 
o f l iv in g  and to  l i f t  the W LB  
wage ce iling .

Pressure fo r  new wage demands 
to meet ever-soaring liv in g  costs 
was un iversa l,”  the announcement 
said.

And even the S ta lin is t- dom inat­
ed leadership of un ions such as 
the U n ited E lec trica l, Radio and 
M achine W orkers- and the State, 
County and M un ic ipa l W orkers 
have been forced by pressure 
from  th e ir  members to state th e ir  
opposition to the W LB  form ula.

W L B ’S P O S IT IO N  
W ill ia m  H . Davis, W LB  cha ir­

man, answered the a ttack of John 
L. Lew is by reca lling  th a t the 
Board ’s present wage po licy  was 
adopted by the unanim ous vote 
of labor, in d u s try  and "p u b lic ”  
members o f the Board, and was 
in  line  w ith  “ the specific in s tru c ­
tions o f the P resident in  E x ­
ecutive Order 9,250, o f Oct. 3, 
1942” — the decree freezing wages, 
fa rm  prices and appo in ting  Byrnes 
as s tab iliza tion  d irector.

F o llo w in g  th is  statem ent, the 
W L B  on Jan. 29, by a unanimous 
vote, tu rned down a 10 cent ho u rly  
increase w hich had been agreed 
upon by the Toledo Great Lakes 
S tam ping and M anu fac tu ring  Co 
and the Mechanics E ducationa l 
Society o f Am erica, w ith  the ex-

“ under the m ost favo rab le  c ir ­
cumstances.”

Prices w i l l  keep r is in g , the re­
fore, and i t  is  im possible to te ll 
in  advance how fast they w i l l  
rise ; i f  circumstances are not 
“ most favorable,”  they w i l l  rise 
much more than one-half o f one 
per cent a m onth.

Unless these fac to rs  are to  be 
taken in to  consideration, and a 
program  worked o u t to  meet 
them, labo r w i l l  be unable to  
solve the problem o f r is in g  liv in g  
costs. W h a t is  indicated the re fo re  
is a s trugg le  fo r  a r is in g  scale 
o f wages to  be ad justed autom a­
t ic a lly  as the cost o f l iv in g  rises.

T H E  PRO G RAM  N E E D E D  
P ren tiss B row n, new O PA ad­

m in is tra to r, declared on Jan. 20 
th a t “ a slow, we ll-o rdered rise  
( in  prices) o f one-half o f  one per 
cent a m onth”  can be expected

‘Fourth International’ For 
February Is Now On Sale

The February issue of the 
m on th ly  magazine, F o u rth  In ­
te rna tiona l, w h ich  appeared th is  
week, contains an in te re s tin g  lis t  
o f t im e ly  artic les.

W allace’s Post-W ar U topia  by 
C. Charles reviews several of the 
V ice-President’s recent speeches 
and a rtic les  and expla ins on the 
basis o f conditions w h ich  w i l l  
ex is t a t the end o f the w a r w hy 
Am erican cap ita lism  cannot b r in g  
p rospe rity  to  the w orld .

A  lead e d ito r ia l deals w ith  the 
Biddle-Post Office a ttack on The 
M ilita n t,  and the e d ito r ia l notes,
The M on th  In  Review, take up the 
ten th  ann iversary o f the T h ird  
Re ich; a discussion of w ha t 
Roosevelt d idn ’t  re p o rt in  his 
Congressional message on the 
state o f the un io n ; and comment

THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY
presents

a new series of six lectures on
T H E  C O L O N IA L  PEO P LE S  IN  T H E  SECO ND W O R LD  W A R

Saturday E ven ing  a t 8 O’clock 
beginn ing F ebrua ry  6

at
919 M arque tte  Avenue M inneapolis, M inn.

F ir s t  Lectu re  —  Feb. 6. The M y th  o f  Racia l S u p e rio r ity  
, D iscussion Leader— Grace Carlson 

Second Lecture  —  Feb. 13. A fr ic a , the  D a rk  and B loody
P roduct o f Im pe ria lism  

Discussion Leader— B ea trice  Janosco

A
Subscrip tion fo r  course, 50 cents S ing le  lectu re, 10 cents 

Social p ro g ra m -w ill fo llo w  the lectu re

on the assassination of Carle 
Tresca.

A R em inder: How  H it le r  Came 
To Power by Terence Phelan 
reviews the lessons of German 
events from  the tim e  o f the 
a rm is tice  to the v ic to ry  o f fasc- 
ims.

From  The Arsenal o f M arxism  
contains an I llu m in a tin g  a rtic le  
w r itte n  by Leon T ro ts k y  in  1933 
on W hat Is  N a tion a l Socialism?  
T ro tsky  was the f irs t  person to 
give an all-sided M a rx is t analysis 
o f fascism, and a lthough ten years 
have passed since i t  was w r itte n  
th is  a rtic le  re ta ins a ll the educa­
tio n a l va lue i t  had when f irs t 
p rin ted .

Roosevelt and Spain by Joseph 
Hansen examines the a ttitu d e  of 
t h e  Roosevelt ad m in is tra tio n  
tow ard Spanish fascism from  the 
tim e  o f the outbreak o f the C iv il 
W ar up to the recent overtures 
made by W ashington to  Franco.

The USSR: The C iv il W ar
Heroes Go by Olga Petrova gives 
the s to ry  and an analysis of a new 
Soviet p lay. “ The F ro n t.”  w h ich 
has been w ide ly  shown throughout 
the USSR and even published in  
Pravda. The a rtic le  shows th a t 
th is  p lay  has a deep-going p o li­
t ic a l m otive and is  being u tilized  
by the  S ta lin is t bureaucracy to 
extend the pu rge  o f the  B olshevik 
figh ters o f the  C iv il W ar period.

The column, In te rn a tio n a l Notes, 
contains two sections: New Ideas 
on Ita ly ,  and a copy o f a le tte r  
dealing w ith  the B r it is h  Inde­
pendent Labor P a rty , sent to the 
B r it is h  discussion magazine, Le ft, 
by M arc Lo ris , au tho r o f an a r­
tic le  on the IL P  o r ig in a lly  p rin ted  
in  F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l w h ich  has 
aroused considerable comment in  
B r ita in .

The magazine sells fo r  20 cents 
per copy and an annual subscrip­
t io n  costs $2. The address o f 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l is  116 U n i­
ve rs ity  PI., New Y o rk  C ity .

Rickenbacker’s Speeches 
and Labor’s Responsibilities

B y M . M O R R ISO N

Captain Edw ard R ickenbacker’s 
campaign against organized labor 
(and th a t is w hat his recent state­
ments and speeches am ount to ) 
brings to the  fore one o f the most 
serious problems the trade un ion 
movement is confronted w ith . I t  
is the  problem o f the h o s tility  
wh ich, undoubtedly, the m a jo rity  
of the men in  the armed forces 
have towards the trade unions, a 
h o s t ility  created and fostered by 
the clever propaganda o f those 
hostile to organized labor.

W hen R ickenbacker re turned 
from  his t r ip  to the various fron ts  
in  the Pacific he \Vas n a tu ra lly  
hailed as a hero, because the plane 
in  w h ich  he was f ly in g  was com­
pelled to make a forced land ing  
and he was rescued a fte r spending 
alm ost three weeks on a ra ft. I t  
was c e rta in ly  a ha rrow ing  ex­
perience a lthough no t any more so 
than befalls m any a so ld ie r and 
sa ilor.

The great p u b lic ity  which he 
received made R ickenbacker an 
ideal mouthpiece fo r  the in terests 
who have eve ry th ing  to ga in  In 
crea ting  a d iv is io n  between sol­
diers and sa ilors on the one hand 
and organized w orkers on the 
other. W hether he was actua lly  
advised by the b ig  m onopolists 
who are h is  friends to  take ad­
vantage o f h is  p u b lic ity , to a ttack 
organized labor, o r w hether he 
d id  i t  on his own in it ia t iv e , is  
im m a te ria l. In  e ffect he speaks 
fo r  the group o f b ig  cap ita lis ts.

A  trade  un ion leadership w ith  
social v is ion would have no d i f ­
f ic u lty  in  counteracting  the  v ic i­
ous propaganda o f those whom 
Rickenbacker represents. A las, 
th a t is  exac tly  w ha t is la ck ing—  
a leadership w ith  „ social v is ion. 
The essence, o f the rep ly  g iven 
to  R ickenbacker by P h ilip  M u r­
ray , head o f the CIO, was a 
whine th a t members o f the trade 
unions also prayed fo r  R icken­
backer’s rescue and th a t conse­
quen tly  he should n o t be so un­
g ra te fu l as to  make statem ents 
hostile  to organized labor.

*  *  *

In  h is  speeches and in  h is in ­
terv iews R ickenbacker took great 
pains to po in t out th a t i f  the men 
fig h tin g  on the Solomon Islands 
were transfe rred to the  factories 
and the w orkers sent to the figh t­
in g  fron ts , production  would 
double in  a m onth. T h is  state­
m ent of course is sheer poppycock, 
bu t i t  is undoubtedly an effective 
piece of propaganda.

T h a t the men f ig h t in g  in N o rth  
A fr ic a  o r anywhere on the  islands 
in  t lie  P ac ific  Ocean have the 
m ost te rr ib le  conditions to  con­
tend w ith  is  no t to  be denied. 
T h a t they do no t have an e igh t- 
hour day and do no t receive over­
tim e  pay is pe rfe c tly  true . B u t 
th a t  those same men, i f  tra n s ­
fe rred  to  a fac to ry , would be w i l l ­
in g  fo r  any leng thy  period to 
w o rk  under the same conditions 
under which they are f ig h t in g , is 
absolute ly un true.

Assum ing th a t a ll of the men 
fig h tin g  on the Solomon Islands 
do so because they are fired by a 
great enthusiasm  fo r  a noble cause, 
i t  m ust be remembered th a t th is  
enthusiasm  is n o t destroyed by 
one fac to r which' is  ever present 
in  the case o f a w o rke r in  a fac­
to ry  producing w ar m ate ria l. The 
w o rke r to il in g  fo r a boss is not 
on ly  producing arms fo r  the fron t, 
bu t p ro fits  fo r  the boss. T h is  is 
the fac to r ever present in  the 
s itua tion  o f the w orkers in  a 
p riva te  fac to ry  and w h ich  would 
soon destroy the enthusiasm  of 
any so ld ie r who would be trans­
ferred to  the factory.

The enlisted so ld ier fig h tin g  h is 
head o ff  under the m ost te rrib le  
conditions sees no re la tionsh ip  
between his struggles and any 
p ro fits  to a p riva te  employer. He 
sees no th in g  in d ic a tin g  to h im  
th a t a p riva te  in d iv id u a l is m ak­
in g  any p ro fit ou t of h is figh ting . 
The w o rke r in  the fac to ry  cannot 
help b u t . see the d ire c t re la tio n ­
sh ip  between h is  w o rk  and the 
huge pro fits  reaped by h is em­
ployer.

Take the m arine o f f  G uadal­
canal and place h im  in  a fa c to ry  
and a f te r  a sho rt period he w il l  
act exactly  as the un ion w o rke r 
does. He w ill re fuse to  w o rk  long 
hours w ith o u t e x tra  pay and w ill 
demand m ore pay fo r  l>is w ork. 
W hy? Because he w i l l  see a boss 
m aking  p ro fits  ou t o f h is labor.

There are o f course o ther 
factors exp la in ing  the d ifference 
between the a ttitu d e  o f w orkers 
in  a fac to ry  and soldiers on- the 
fig h tin g  fro n t. In  the case of the 
la tte r  com pulsion m ay p lay  a 
dom inant role.- The so ld ie r has 
no choice bu t to obey orders. He 
is also under the necessity of 
fig h tin g  fo r se lf preservation. And 
fu rthe rm o re  he knows th a t the 
fig h tin g  w i l l  no t las t a life tim e . 
N or is the so ld ie r in  Guadalcanal 
confronted in  the same way as 
a w o rke r in  the fa c to ry  by the 
problem  o f a r is in g  cost o f l iv in g  
and p ro v id in g  h is  fa m ily  w ith  a ll 
o f the necessities.

*  *  *

I t  m ust however be recognized 
th a t the propaganda o f the type 
R ickenbacker presents is effective 
and i t  is  undeniable th a t a 
m a jo r ity  o f the men in  the armed

forces is  hostile  to organized 
labor. Reports fro m  in te llig e n t 
w orkers who are in  the a rm y  and 
navy establish th a t fact. And i t  is  
not a t a ll su rp ris in g  in  v iew  o f 
the com position o f the m en in  
the armed forces, of the clever 
propaganda they are subjected to 
and o f the fa ilu re  o f the trade 
un ion leadership to  counteract 
th is  propaganda.

A  la rge  p ropo rtion  o f the men 
in  the a rm y and navy come fro m  
ru ra l areas where trade un ion­
ism is looked upon w ith  h o s tility . 
W artim e  conditions a ffo rd  the re ­
actionaries a g rea te r opportun­
i ty  to in flam e  them aga inst trade  
un ionism . The low pay, the  s tr ic t  
d iscip line, the hazards o f f ig h t ­
in g  are u tilized  by the reaction­
aries to  create b itte rness to w a rd  
the trade  unions th a t are n o t in  
the least responsible fo r  thesq 
conditions.

I t  is qu ite  easy fo r  a demagogue 
to arouse a backward so ld ie r o r 
sa ilo r rece iv ing  f i f ty  do lla rs a 
m onth against w orkers earn ing 
seventy-five cents, a d o lla r o r 
even more an hour. I t  is  no t d if ­
fic u lt to get men on the fig h tin g  
fro n t to  resent s trikes  in  w a r in ­
dustries. Soldiers w a n t weapons 
and am m un ition  and a s tr ik e  in  
a w ar in d u s try  can be p ic tu red  
as directed against them  and no t 
against the employer. W henever 
there happens to be a lack o f a 
ce rta in  weapon we can rest 
assured th a t the reactionaries 
whose greed fo r p ro fits  o r whose 
ine ffic iency m ay be responsible 
fo r  the. lack, blame i t  on the 
unions.

*  * *
Since the  vast m a jo r ity  of the 

men in  the armed forces come 
from  the to il in g  masses they can 
easily be won over to the trade 
unions provided the trade unions 
present themselves as champions 
no t on ly  of the in terests of th e ir  
own members bu t o f the in terests 
o f the whole w o rk in g  popu lation 
in c lu d in g  the fa rm ers and the sol­
diers. T h is  requires a program  and 
in te llig e n t education and propa­
ganda.

I t  is  necessary fo r  the trade  
unions to  c a rry  on system atic 
propaganda im pressing the  sol­
diers and sa ilo rs w ith  the tre m ­
endous p ro fits  made by the  em­
ployers in the w ar industries. I f  
there is any stoppage in  indus­
t r y  i t  should be pointed ou t th a t 
the blam e lies a t the  door o f the 
owners who refuse to  g ra n t the 
le g itim a te  demands o f the  w o rk ­
ers. I f  in  add ition  to  such p ro­
paganda the trade  un ion leaders 
would come ou t fo r  the demand 
th a t the governm ent take over the 
w a r industries and operate them  
under w orkers ’ con tro l, the sym ­
pathies o f the so ld ie r and sa ilo r 
masses would sure ly  be on the 
side o f the trade  unions.

Organized labor m ust have a 
program  fo r the soldiers and 
sailors. I t  should pro tect them 
against the officer caste. I t  should 
demand greater democracy fo r  the 
men and be tte r conditions. A  sol­
d ier. and sa ilo r would look d if ­
fe ren tly  upon unions i f  he were 
to see th a t they in te res t them ­
selves in  his we lfare and th a t he 
can look to them  fo r prote'etion.

W hy have no t the  p o w e rfu l 
trade un ions even taken such 
steps as estab lish ing canteens 
where the men in  the armed fo r ­
ces can spend th e ir  tim e  w h ile  on 
fu rlp ug h?  A n  in te llig e n t and fa r ­
s ighted leadership would have 
done th is  s im p le th in g  long  ago 
and would have seen to  i t  th a t 
the men in  the  arm ed forces 
were fu rn ished  places fo r  th e ir  
en joym ent and a t the same tim e  
be educated in  the p rinc ip les  o f 
trade unionism .

*  *  *
The reactionary  forces are 

aware of the b ig  ro le the soldiers 
w i l l  p lay  a fte r the w a r is  over. 
The N. Y. D a ily  News has been 
ru n n in g  ed ito ria ls  to the effect 
th a t the soldiers w i l l  take over 
the con tro l o f the cou n try  when 
they a re ' th rough fig h tin g  and 
w in n in g  the w ar. W hat th a t means 
is th a t w ith  the aid  • o f the 
dem obilized soldiers the reac­
tionaries  hope to set up a d ic ta to r­
ship w h ich  w i l l  com plete ly destroy 
the trade unions.

I t  is  too much to expect the 
present trade un ion leadership to 
take the necessary measures to 
ga in  the sympathies o f the soldiers 
and sa ilors fo r  the w o rk in g  class. 
N o t unless the trade un ion masses 
recognize the danger and exert 
pressure on th e ir  leaders. I t  is  
fo r  the trade un ion m ilita n ts  to 
assume the task o f educating the 
ra n k  and file  to the necessity of 
adopting a program  to w in  the 
soldiers and sa ilo rs to th e ir  side.

Next Week’s 
Class

o f the New Y o rk  School o f 
Social Science 

F eb ru a ry  10, 8:15 P. M . 
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An OPA Agent 
Admits Some Facts
E d ito r:

W h a t the  O P A  is doing: to  
s tab ilize  prices was expla ined by 
a rep resen ta tive  o f the  O P A  a t a 
m em bership m ee ting  o f a San 
Francisco local union. Ho pre fac­
ed his rem arks by saying th a t 
in o rder to  s tab ilize  prices, wages 
had been frozen. He indicated 
th a t th is  p a r t  o f the p rogram  had 
been a success, and th a t the  price 
s tab iliza tion  p a r t had been a com­
plete fa ilu re .
* H e reported th a t 50% o f the  

grocers sell above the ce iling  
prices and o f 20 stores in ­
vestigated, tw e n ty  v io la tions  
were found. A nd  th a t due to  lack 
o f funds, personnel and weak 
provisions fo r  enforcem ent, the 
O PA had been unable to  enforce 
the law .

On being questioned by a mem­
ber as to  w h a t he should do when

i t  and i t  became ava ilab le  on ly  
in places th a t g o t h igh  prices and 
ignored the  ce iling .

Recently i t  com ple te ly d isap­
peared fro m  the m arke t. Sud­
denly, however, a s im ila r  com 
pound called “ Handsaver”  ap­
peared in  its  place. There was a 
s lig h t d iffe rence  though— the
new product sold fo r  25 cents fo r  
3% ounces. T h is  was an increase 
ove rn igh t o f 125% fo r  w h a t ap­
pears to  be the same product 
under a new name!

R. O live r 
Philadelph ia , Pa.

The columns are open to the opinions of the readers of The Militant. Letters 
are welcome on any subject of interest to the workers, but keep them short and include your 
name and address. Indicate i f  you do not want your name printed. —• Editor.

More Articles On 
Fascism Required
E d ito r:

I  have been read ing  The M il i­
ta n t fo r  a lm ost a yea r and I  th in k  
you are do ing a ve ry  good job 
en ligh ten ing  the w orkers  on 
cap ita lism . I  can see by the  paper 
th a t you are the  on ly  serious 
f ig h te r aga inst fascism  and fo r  
socialism . However, I  do believe 
you should c a rry  m ore artic les 
about German and Ita lia n  fasc­
ism, how i t  makes slaves o f the 
w o rk in g  class, how i t  developed 
and w h a t slogans were used.

I  th in k  you should emphasize 
the fundam enta l issues o f fascism  
and socialism  and exp la in  how 
and w h y  cap ita lism  tu rn s  to 
fascism  i f  the w orkers  fa i l  to  o r­
ganize society in  th e ir  own in ­
terests.

I  can assure you th a t I  p re fe r 
to  liv e  in  the  U.S. than  in  Europe 
fo r  l iv in g  conditions a re  va s tly  
d iffe re n t. B u t such a statem ent 
should n o t confuse the w o rke r 
o r  fa rm e r in  the  U.S. who is 
forced cons tan tly  to  f ig h t fo r  his 
l iv in g  standards. He knows th a t 
forces are a t w o rk  here w h ich 
would lik e  to  create A m erican 
fascism . These forces should be 
th o ro ug h ly  explained.

Enclosed is  $5 to  be applied in  
the s trugg le  fo r  the  existence o f 
The M ilita n t.

G erm an-Jewish W orker 
New Y o rk  C ity

a v io la tio n  was found, he advised 
h im  to  re p o rt the v io la tio n  to  the 
ra tio n in g  board. In  o rder no t to  
d is illus ion  the  members too much, 
he expla ined how a new order 
was com ing ou t in  the near fu tu re  
th a t w ou ld  place a ll grocery 
m arke ts in  three d iv is ions: th a t 
a ll stores in  each d iv is ion  would 
have lik e  p rices; also th a t con­
sumers in te re s t com m ittees are 
to  be form ed. B u t he did  n o t ex­
p la in  how  these com m ittees were 
to  func tion . A  new m em ber whose, 
job  i t  is  to  a d ju s t com pla in ts  is 
to be included on each ra tio n in g  
board. He was confident th a t the 
new setup would solve these d if ­
f ic u lt  problems.

How ever he fa ile d  to  exp la in  
how the governm ent, by a llow ing  
the wholesalers to  ra ise prices to 
the re ta ile rs , had placed the 
squeeze on them  and le f t  them  in  
the hole to sweat i t  out. U n t i l the 
governm ent sets prices on a ll a r­
tic les  fro m  top to  bottom , the 
consumer cannot hope to  ge t a 
break.

The sm all corner grocer cannot 
continue to  keep a rtic les  on h is 
shelves and sell them  a t a loss. H e 
w i l l  s im p ly  fa i l  to  res tock his 
shelves w ith  these a rtic les , and 
the consumer w i l l  have no v a r ie ty  
to  choose fro m . I f  the  govern­
m en t is re a lly  in te rested in  seeing 
th a t the price laws are enforced 
and th a t q u a lity  o f merchandise 
is m ainta ined, prov is ion  should 
be made fo r  the trade  unions to  
set up com m ittees o f housewives, 
w ith  the a u th o r ity  to  investiga te  
and correct v io la tions.

J. Long
San Francisco, C a lif.

How Price Rises 
Are Put Over
E d ito r:

A  fine squeeze p lay  on the 
worker-consum er, w ith  m yse lf as 
one o f the v ic tim s , is be ing w o rk ­
ed ou t in  the  fie ld  o f soap. 
“ P ro tex,”  a cream p u t ou t by du 
Pont fo r  rem oving grease, has 
been bought and used by in ­
d u s tria l w o rkers  fo r  a g re a t num ­
ber o f years. I  have been to ld  
th a t be fore the w a r i t  sold fo r  
as l i t t le  as 15 cents fo r  an $  
ounce ja r.

W hen I  began to  use i t  about 
a year ago i t  was 20 cents, and 
recen tly  i t  rose to  29 cents. This 
rise  was engineered, despite a 
price ce iling , by tw o  methods. 
F irs t, some stores stopped se lling

What Closing N. Y. 
Schools W ill Mean
E d ito r:

The decision o f the Board o f 
Education to  close the  schools fo r  
a week in F eb ru a ry  in  o rder to  
meet a  reduction  in  the  school’s 
a llo tm e n t o f fu e l o il is a measure 
which meets the problem  on ly  by 
in te n s ify in g  the m ise ry  o f tens 
o f thousands o f a lready under 
p riv ileged  ch ildren.

The au tho ritie s  a rc  w e ll aw arq 
th a t a la rge  po rtion  o f New 
Y o rk ’s school ch ild ren come fro m  
slum  areas w here social and 
recreationa l fa c ilit ie s  arb n i l;  
th a t thousands o f these ch ildren, 
whose m others are forced to  w o rk  
in o rder to  provide the essentials 
o f life , w i l l  find  themselves free  
in  the m idst of w in te r to ru n  
w ild  in  the w e t and d ir ty  streets 
o r sh ive r in  the  d ra fty  unheatqd 
f la ts  o f the tenements.

I f  the fu e l supp ly is no t su f­
fic ie n t to  f i l l  the  needs o f a ll the 
o il b u rn ing  public in s titu tio n s  
and p riva te  homes in  New Y o rk  
C ity , le t the w e a lth y  home-owners 
fee l the f ir s t  res tr ic tio ns . L e t 
those who live  in  the luxurious 
mansions o f M u rra y  H i l l ,  and 
those who m a in ta in  lush a p a rt­
ments on P ark  Ave. feel the b itte r 
s tin g  o f w in te r— n o t the  under­
dressed, under-fed youngsters o f 
the slums whose on ly  tas te  o f 
w in te r c o m fo rt has been in  the 
w a rm th  o f the school rooms.

C h ild ren should n o t be v ic ­
tim ized by a bung ling  c ity  ad­
m in is tra tio n  whose lack o f fo re ­
s ig h t finds i t  unprepared to  meet 
the cu rre n t fu e l shortage.

As long as there  is any fue l 
in  the c ity , the pub lic  schools 
should be k e p t open.

E. B.
New Y o rk  C ity
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To defend the USSR as 

the m ain  fo rtress  o f the 

w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

peria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the governm ent, but under control 
o f the trade unions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2 . Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers  
drafted into the arm y.

3 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
w ith  Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits. Expro­
priation  o f a ll war industries and their  
operation under workers’ control.

5 . For a rising scale o f wages to meet the 
rising cost o f living.

6 . W orkers Defense Guardis against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7 . A n Independent Labor Party based on
the Trade Unions.

8 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
ment.

9 . D efend the Soviet Union against im ­
perialist attack.

The Secret O f 
Soviet Production

The German fascists, reeling under the blows of 
the Red Army, are attempting to explain away 
their defeats by bitter complaints regarding the 
Soviet superiority in equipment on the central and 
southern fronts.

llans Fritsche, Nazi m ilitary commentator, 
spoke to the German people on Jan. 27 and said, 
“ Only now do we know what terrific masses of 
arms and reserves the Soviet Union had stored 
up."

But it is more than a question of "stored up" 
planes and tanks and guns — it is a question of 
producing new ones to replace those worn out or 
lost in action. In this respect the Soviet Union has 
accomplished what appears to the capitalist world 
to be miracles of production. They have converted 
the entire ec’onomy to war production. They have 
transported whole industries out of the battle zones 
and relocated them deep in the rear. Moreover, 
many plants have even continued to produce si­
news of war under the very muzzle of enemy can­
non. And throughout, the Red Army has received 
a steady flow of new and improved arms with 
which to battle the fascists.

And from what source do these seeming miracles 
flow? From the self-sacrificing Russian workers 
producing under socialist methods. The abolition 
of capitalism in the Soviet Union allows planning 
and the mobilization of the economy behind the 
war effort to a degree impossible where the profit 
system operates.

In Germany and England and America, much 
energy and material is diverted into profitable 
channels by the capitalists in wartime as in peace. 
In the Soviet Union, however, there are no capital­
ists looking out for their own profit, and thus all 
individuals, till plants and all raw materials are at 
the disposal of the Slate to be used against the 
enemy.

Trotsky foresaw the present production achieve­
ments in the USSR when he said in 1936, "The 
planned economy has. . . its greatest advantage 
from the military point of view."

The superiority of the Soviet productive sys­
tem was irrefutably demonstrated in peace time 
,when in' the midst of the gravest crisis of capital­
ist economy, the USSR made gigantic leaps in in-

dustry and agriculture under the Five Year Plans. 
The superiority of the Soviet productive system is 
now being demonstrated under wartime conditions. 
But under Stalin the FULL advantages of the So­
viet system are not realized.

Today as in the past the factories are run by 
bureaucrats whose arbitrary rule prevents the di­
rect and unhampered participation of the mass 
of the workers in organization and production. 
The bureaucrats have little regard for any plans 
or production ideas that might originate with the 
workers. Yet the richest source of such ideas lies 
precisely with the mass of the workers.

The character of the stifling Stalinist regime 
was illuminated by Edgar Snow, a journalist now 
in the USSR. In The Saturday Evening Post for 
Jan. 30, he cables from the USSR:

“  ‘ I  asked, (a  fa c to ry  m anager) i f  he had some k ind 
o f w o rkers ’ advisory council he lp ing  to  run the p lan t. 
‘How  do you share you r resp on s ib ility  fo r  fa c to ry  
a d m in is tra tio n ? ’ I  asked.

“  ‘There is no sha ring ,’ he rep lied. T  am sole ly 
responsible here fo r  the opera tion  o f the fa c to ry . No, 
there  is no w orkers ’ adviso ry council. W e find  i t  
ne ithe r necessary nor desirable. The w orkers do th e ir  
jobs and I  do m ine.

“  ‘Do the  labo r unions have no voice in  the  d irec­
tio n  o f you r p la n t? ’

“  ‘No,’ he said, ‘they have o th e r w o rk  to  do. They 
cannot in te rfe re  w ith  m y m anagem ent in  any w ay.’ ”

This brief conversation reveals the extent to 
which Stalin continues to strangle the trade unions 
and to stifle worker initiative.

Soviet industry and thereby Soviet m ilitary 
power would be immeasurably strengthened were 
the freely elected Soviets and trade unions re­
stored.

Through their own mass organizations the work­
ers could develop their creative abilities and at­
tain the most for the economy. Then the full fruits 
of planned production would be realized and So­
viet output would rocket upward.

The replacement of the Stalinist regime by So» 
viet democracy is the surest road for transform­
ing the present Soviet m ilitary successes into a 
decisive victory over Hitler.

Davies' Smear Film 
W ill A id The GPU

“ Mission to Moscow,” the movie version of ex- 
Ambassador Joseph E. Davies’ book, is now in the 
final weeks of production.

The book itself was a fraud. It purported to be 
based on “ excerpts ’̂ from Davies’ reports to the 
Stale Department from the Soviet Union, and its 
authority was further bolstered by formal permis­
sion of the State Department for the publication 
in it of sections of Davies' reports. However, it  is 
a notorious fact that Davies’ reports .at the time 
characterized the Moscow Trials as frameups, while 
in his book he does not quote those reports but 
says he “ discovered" — when Stalin became an 
ally — that the Trials were genuine after all.

The film goes even further than the book, it is 
reported. There is no hint in it of the character 
of Davies’ original reports on the Moscow Trials. 
Instead it portrays the distinguished victims of the 
Trials as paid agents of Hitler, and does not 
breathe a word of the fact that the well-nigh uni­
versal conclusion of public opinion throughout the 
world — including labor public opinion — was 
that this monstrous charge of Stalin was a fabri­
cation.

' '¡'he M ilitant has already explained that the pur­
pose of the film  — the scenario was OK’d by gov­
ernment officials — is to appease Stalin in the 
most cynical manner. American capitalism offers 
him a Hollywood whitewash of his crimes against 
the co-workers of Lenin. Of course these new­
found “ friends" of the Soviet Union know that 
their slanders against the Trial victims are lies. 
They do it all the more willingly since they under­
stand very well that to portray thus Lenin’s clos­
est co-workers — the generation which made the 
revolution — is in reality a slander against the 
Russian revolution and the Soviet.Union.

There is a danger now, as Felix Morrow points 
out in his article on the Tresca murder in this 
issue, that the film may serve to create an atmos­
phere favorable to the persecution of the revolu­
tionary movement in this country — the Trotsky­
ists. With the “ Trotskyists" in the film pictured 
as Nazi agents, it would facilitate GPU assassina­
tions of the actual Trotskyists in America. This 
may very well be the sinister consequence of this 
cynical Hollywood-State Department favor to 
Stalin.
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T H E  M Y T H  OF T H E  NEG RO  P A S T  by M e lv ille
J. H c rskov its . H a rpe r and B ro thers, 1942.
332 pages, $4.
In  the hey-day o f the  Southern o liga rchy, en­

slavem ent o f the N egro found its  sanction in  b ib ­
lic a l te x t. Then i t  was the  theo log ian who ju s t i­
fied the enslavem ent o f the N egro  on re lig iou s  
grounds. Today ra c ia l p re jud ice  and d is c r im in ­
a tion  are defended in  a more “ sc ien tific ”  fash ion.

Today i t  is  the  sc ien tis t and the  scholar who 
defend the lie  about the N egro ’s inna te , b io log ica l 
in fe r io r ity .  A  nice d iv is ion  o f labo r takes place 
between scholar and sc ien tis t. W h ile  the “ sc ient­
is t ”  o f the Red Cross school separates the  blood 
plasms o f N egro  and w h ite  donors on the  basis 
o f fic tit io u s  d ifferences, the “ sc ien tific ”  ethnolog­
is t  proves th a t the N egro  had h is o r ig in  in  a 
sta te  o f savagery ak in  to  th a t o f anim als.

A ccord ing to  th is  school o f ethnology, the  w a rd ­
ship exercised by the  w h ite  man prevents the  N e­
g ro  fro m  re v e rtin g  to  h is  o r ig in a l savage state. 
E ve ry  cu ltu ra l acqu is ition  the  N egro  has made 
is expla ined as a g i f t  o f the w h ite  race. T h is  is 
the m y th  o f the Negro past com batted in  Hersko- 
v its ’ la te s t book.

I t  is a dam ning in d ic tm e n t o f the “ sc ien tis t”  
who. acts as a mouthpiece fo r  the ideas o f a ru l­
in g  class engaged in  the vic ious b u t p ro fitab le  
business o f oppressing a m in o r ity , and keeping i t  
separate fro m  the re s t o f the  exp lo ited by means 
o f race pre judice. Besides policemen in  the  every­
day w orld , the ru ling -c lass also needs police in  
the rea lm  o f ideas.

The A fr ic a  fro m  w h ich the  N egro people o f 
the New  W orld  were to m  and w hich s t i l l  exists, 
is an a g r ic u ltu ra l society hav ing  a d is tin c tive  cu l­
tu re . A ccord ing  to  H erskov its , th is  t r ib a l society 
m an ifests a h igh  degree o f p o lit ic a l and social 
organ iza tion . Enough o f a surp lus is produced to 
support a caste o f ru le rs  and pries ts . Land is the 
basis o f the  society and is held and worked in  the 
fo rm  o f co llective p ro p e rty  by  the  la rge  fa m ily  
un its . Because o f the  sexual d iv is ion  o f labor, 
women are accorded an equal ro le  in  life .  Con­
siderable specia liza tion exists in  the fie ld  o f the 
c ra fts . F in a lly , these societies en joy a r ic h  es­
th e tic  and re lig iou s  life .

The N egro  who came to  the New W orld  b rough t 
w ith  h im  a de fin ite  c u ltu ra l he ritage . These 
“ A frican ism s ,”  as H erskov its  ca lls them , in c lud ­
ed such qua lities  as the a b ility  to  w o rk  hard, co­
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Police Hound Trotskyists 
In Northern Ireland

LONDON, Jan. 9 (B y M a il)— The v ic ious police 
regime o f N o rthe rn  Ire land  has opened a campaign 
of te rro r iza tio n  and repression against the Ir is h  
T ro tsky is ts , members o f the U ls te r section of the 
W orkers ’ In te rn a tio n a l League. One comrade has been 
b lacklisted by the Belfast employers, another has been 
deported to Southern Ire la nd , w h ile  a th ird  has been 
th row n  in  ja i l  upon trum ped-up accusations obviously 
insp ired by the S ta lin is ts .

The f irs t v ic tim  o f th is  campaign was a comrade 
who was d riven  out of the shipyards in  the beginning 
o f November, and was b lack lis ted  by the Em ployers 
Federation. T h is  means th a t i t  w i l l  be impossible fo r 
h im  to obta in  em ploym ent in  h is trade.

On Dec. 29, 1942 the second T ro ts k y is t, Pat M cK ev itt 
was arrested and detained under the C iv il A u th o ritie s  
(Special Powers) Act. Comrade M cK e v itt is w e ll known 
in  D ub lin  fo r h is m ilita n c y  in  the Plum bers, Glaziers 
and Domestic Engineers U nion. He was held by the 
au tho ritie s  a week w ith o u t charges being placed 
against h im . Then, w ith o u t any pretense o f a tr ia l,  
he was escorted to the border and deported in to  
Southern Ire land.

F in a lly , on Jan. 6 Bob A rm strong , the ‘ leading mem­
ber of the I r is h  section of the W. I.  L . was arrested  
and detained under the same act used against 
M cK ev itt. A rm strong  has a record o f more than 10 
years a c t iv ity  in  the B r it is h  labor movement. He  
served his earliest years in  the J. L. G u ild  of 
Youth, fo llo w in g  w h ich  he jo ined  the Com m unist 
Party. He was one o f the earliest B r it is h  anti-fascists  
to go to Spain to f ig h t F ranco where he was tw ice  
wounded.

D is illus ioned w ith  the S ta lin is t line, A rm strong  
demanded a thorough discussion w ith in  the pa rty , and 
then broke w ith  the S ta lin is ts , along w ith  five o ther 
members of the Is lin g to n  Branch of the London C. P. 
He im m edia te ly  entered the ranks o f the T ro tsky is ts  
and lias since placed his en tire  l i fe  and experience a t 
the disposal o f the revo lu tiona ry  movement.

I t  is obvious th a t A rm s trong ’s in fluence w ith  the 
w orkers and his undev ia ting  opposition to  the S ta lin ­
is ts ’ sell-out tactics made h im  a m arked man. In  a 
le tte r sent to the W IL  headquarters las t November 
he warned tha t the S ta lin is ts  were out to fram e h im  
i f  they could. He w ro te :

“ /  received a repo rt tha t the ch ie f o f the p o lit ic a l 
police had asserted tha t I  was lin ke d  up w ith  the  
German legation in  D u b lin . Yesterday in  an in te r ­
view  . . . he denied th a t the S ta lin is ts  had d ire c tly  
given 'in fo rm a tio n ’ on th is, but ta c it ly  pe rm itted  me 
to understand th a t they have th e ir  own methods o f 
a llow ing  such ‘in fo rm a tio n ' to f i lte r  th rough ."

A lthough Hie "Specia l Powers A c t”  was in troduced 
ostensib ly to deal w ith  the I. R. A., the labor move­
m ent in  N o rthe rn  Ire land  has constantly  fough t it .  
tro ts k y is ts  have explained to the  w orkers th a t i t  

would he directed against m ilita n ts . And so i t  has.
None of the arrested T ro tsky is ts  have a t any tim e 

been members o f the I. R. A., bu t are M arx is ts  who 
ca rry  ou t th e ir  a c tiv ity  w ith  the tra d itio n a l weapons 
of M arx, Engels, Len in  and T ro tsky— attem p ting  to 
w in  the I r is h  masses to the M a rx is t banner.

T h a t they were m eeting w ith  success is evidenced 
by these persecutions launched by a frigh tened  reg im e 
assisted by the degenerate p a rty  of S ta lin ism .

Premium Pay Chiseled 
By Perkins’ Wage Rule

The workers are in  fo r another jo lt  to th e ir  l iv in g  
slandards under a new in te rp re ta tio n  o f P resident 
Roosevelt s executive order on overtim e payments, 
made on Jan. 27 by Secretary of Labor Perkins. The 
in te rp re ta tion , i f  allowed to stand, w i l l  resu lt in  the 
e lim in a tio n  of much overtim e money now being earned 
and w il l  m a te ria lly  reduce the size of the pay en­
velopes in  a ll w a r industries.

The president’s o r ig in a l o rder banned double tim e 
pay except fo r  the seventh consecutive day worked. 
Now comes Secretary P erk ins w ith  an in te rp re ta tio n  
w h ich fu r th e r  chisels down the size o f the pay en­
velopes by re q u irin g  that, the seventh day m ust be 
worked w ith in  the calendar week in  order to b ring  
double tim e  rates.

Under such a setup a man could be forced to w ork  
as m any as 12 consecutive days w ith o u t rece iv ing over­
tim e. Here’s how i t  could be arranged by the em­
ployer:

A  w o rke r gels Monday o ff. He w orks the next six- 
days o f th a t calendar week and then works the firs t 
s ix  days of the fo llo w in g  week and takes the seventh 
day off. Thus he would have worked tw elve con­
secutive days and no t one cent o f doubfe tim e  pay 
would be due h im .

We can look fo rw a rd  to a ju g g lin g  of w o rk  schedules 
by the employers in  order to take advantage o f th is  
new loophole and increase th e ir  p ro fits  a t the expense 
o f the workers.

Organized labor lias registered s trong protests over 
th is  new attack upon the w orkers ’ l iv in g  standards. 
P h ilip  M urray, P resident o f the CIO, accused Perkins 
o f “ fo rm u la tin g  policies hostile  to organized labor,”  
and appealed to Roosevelt to remove the question of 
overtim e pay from  the ju r is d ic tio n  o f the Departm ent 
o f Labor. M u rra y  announced his in te n tio n  of la y in g  
the en tire  question before the next m eeting o f the 
CIO Executive Board, scheduled to convene on Feb. 5.
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operativeness, acceptance o f women on an equal 
plane w ith  men, a ta le n t fo r  p o lit ic a l and social 
o rgan iza tion , and a r ic h  esthetic endowment.
H a v in g  established the  rea l background, the  au­
th o r  takes up the h is to ry  o f th is- c u ltu ra l h e r it ­
age in  the New  W orld . Because the o rd in a ry  
ethnolog ists accept the  the o ry  o f the  N e g ro ’s 
b io log ica l in fe r io r ity  —  a concept w h ich  ju s tif ie s  
race pre jud ice and coincides w ith  the  in te rests  o f 
the ru l in g  class —  they  are incapable o f hand ling  
the problem  sc ien tifica lly . Such people m isread 
and d is to rt a c u ltu ra l he ritage  in  the  process 
o f adap ta tion  to a d iffe re n t c iv iliz a tio n  as b io log­
ica l t ra its  and p ro o f o f inna te  in fe r io r ity .

H e rskov its ’ sc ie n tific  approach contrasts fa v o r­
ab ly  w ith  the daydream ing m ethod o f the “ apolo­
g e tic ”  school o f e thnolog ists. Laziness, according 
to th is  reac tiona ry  school, is  supposed to be p a r t 
o f the N egro ’s b io log ica l equipm ent! One “ au­
th o r ity ,”  T illin g h a s t, c la im s th a t the  c lim ate  o f 
W est A fr ic a  is adverse to  pex-sistent e f fo r t ;  th a t  ■ 
th is  has resu lted in  the n a tu ra l selection o f the 
in d u s tr ia lly  in e ffic ien t. H e rskov its  m ere ly  p re ­
sents the fac ts , and the y  have no th in g  in  common 
w ith  th is  a rm -ch a ir theory.

The A fr ic a n  is  noted fo r  h is a b ility  to  w o rk  
hard. N a tu ra l conditions are even more adverse 
than in  a tem perate c lim ate. The “ laziness”  o f 
the N egro  slave, c ited as “ p ro o f”  byi T illin g h a s t, 
is  shown by H erskov its  to  have been sabotage, a 
fo rm  o f p ro test and means o f s tru g g le  aga inst 
the m aster class.

H a v ing  disposed o f the m y th  concern ing the 
in fe r io r ity  o f the Negro, past and present, H e r­
skovits does a cred itab le  jo b  o f show ing how 
these “ A fr ic a n is m s ”  have enriched A m erican cu l­
tu re . A s the au tho r says, the N egro  has a past 
o f which he can be t r u ly  proud.
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