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POST OFFICE WANTS TO SUPPRESS US 
BECAUSE WE DEFEND LABOR’S RIGHTS
Carlo Tresca Assassinated
Believed To Be 
Political Murder

By F e lix  M o rro w

F o r years the  fr ie n d s  o f  C a rlo  Tresca, in te rn a ­
t io n a lly  fam ous I ta lia n  an ti-fasc is t, had fea red  th a t! 
h is  p o lit ic a l enem ies w o u ld  assassinate h im . He was 
u rged  to  take p recau tions , and d id  so. B u t on  M o n ­
day n ig h t, at 9 :4 5  o ’c lo c k , as the  64-year o ld  e d ito r  
le f t  h is  o ff ic e , a k i l le r  p u t tw o  b u lle ts  in to  h im  and 
C arlo  d ied  on  the  spot. 5>

T he  c r im e  was e v id en t­
ly  w e ll-p lanned  and ap­
pears to  have in vo lve d  
o the rs  beside the  assassin. 
Tresca’s office —  tha t of his 
weekly a n ti-fa sc is t paper II M a r­
te llo  —  was in a bu ild ing  w ith  
tw o  entrances on d iffe re n t 
streets, one a t 96 F if th  Avenue 
and one a t 2 W . 15th St, and he 
was in  the ha b it o f using e ither 
one.

The m urderer could not have 
alone kept watch over both en­
trances. Tresca had scarcely le ft

CAR LO  TRESCA

by the lo th  S treet entrance and 
crossed to the no rth  side of the 
street when the k il le r  cut h im  
down, ran to an autom obile— 
ev iden tly  w ith  the m oto r runn ing  
— and the car was im m edia te ly 
gone westward on 15th Street. 
Found la ter, the car proved to be 
reg istered under a false name and 
address.

A ll th is  indicates carefu l p lan­
ning, and by more than one in ­
d iv idua l. The overwhelm ing prob­
a b ility  is tha t i t  was a po litica l 
assassination.

W H O  W E R E  H IS  E N E M IE S ?

Who stood to gain by having 
Carlo Tresca ou t of the way? 
Several attem pts o r plans on his 
l i fe  in  previous years he h im se lf 
had a ttr ibu ted  to Ita lia n  fascists, 
e ithe r M ussolin i's d irec t agents or 
fascist gangs res id ing  here, whom 
Tresca— both through his own 
11 M arte llo  Group and through big 
general leadership of anti-fascists 
— had pursued relentlessly.

Tresca was p a rtic u la r ly  effective 
in  h is s trugg le against the fascists 
because he believed tha t workers 
organizations should organize 
th e ir  own protection against 
fasc is t gangsters. For more than 
tw en ty  years he bo ld ly preached 
and practiced workers sclf-dctensc 
against fascists. The forces he led 
clashed more than once in physical 
combat w ith  th e ir  fascist enemies.

Such methods brought resu lts 
th a t were not to be gotten by 
va in  pleas to  the au tho rities  fo r  
help against the fascists. And 
because he got resu lts 3 rcsca was 
looked to  fo r leadership by thou­
sands o f Ita lia n  an ti-fasc is ts  who 
did  no t share his synd ica lis t 
views.

H IS  R E C E N T B A T T L E S

N or did Tresca s ile n tly  stand by 
and p e rm it leading fascists, when 
expediency dictated i t  to them, to

The assassination o f Carlo 
Tresca occurred as th is  issue o f 
The M il ita n t was being prepared 
fo r the press. N e x t week’s issue 
w ill contain a num ber o f appre­
c ia tive  a rtic les  on Carlo Tresca, 
the man and his w ork. —  Ed.

cross over and become "dem o­
cra ts." One of the most recent 
cases of th is  k in d  was Generoso 
Pope, w ealthy owner of two 
Ita lian-language da ilies in  New 
York. I I  Corriere  and I I  Progre.iso.

Notorious as one of M usso lin i’s 
p rinc ip a l agents in  th is  country. 
Pope sought protective coloration 
in  1911 as the U n ited States 
moved toward war. M ayor La- 
G uard ia o b lin g ing ly  named Pope 
as a member of the New Y ork  
committee to arrange celebrations 
fo r " I  Am an Am erican Day.”  To 
th is  day Pope and his fascist as­
sociates are a t large w h ile  lesser 
f r y  are in te rned as agents of 
M ussolin i.

Tresca blasted th is  s itua tion  
wide open, both in  his press and 
speeches. I I  M a rte llo  o f M ay 14, 
1941, fo r  example, exposed the 
fraud  o f nam ing Pope on the 
New Y ork  com m ittee and charg­
ed th a t a New Y ork  C ity  police 
memorandum on fasc is t ac tiv itie s  
had been doctored to c^it out a ll 
references to  Generoso Pope.

“ I know of at least five re fe r­
ences to  Pope in the m em oran­
dum th a t were taken ou t,”  w ro te 
Tresca, and ne ithe r LaG uard ia nor 
anyone else ever dared con trad ic t 
him .

Tresca charged th a t Generoso 
Pope’s two dailies were “ the main 
source of fascist propaganda in 
the United Slates,”  and gave

(Continued on page 4)

CRDC Statement on 
Murder of Tresca

NEW  YORK. Jan. 12— 
The following telegram of 
condolences was today sent 
to Margaret dc Silver, widow 
of Carlo Tresca, by James T. 
Farrell, noted novelist and 
chairman of the C ivil Rights 
Defense Committee, on which 
Carlo Tresca served as vice- 
chairman :
Dear Friend and Comrade: 
W ords can but poorly  express 

one’s ind igna tion  on learn ing  
the news o f the b ru ta l m urder 
o f C arlo  Tresca. In  th is  hour, 
we wish to  say to you, in  g r ie f 
and in an anger th a t w ill 
never cool, th a t our thoughts 
are w ith  you. We who knew 
Carlo 'I'rcsca, as a friend , as 
a comrade, as a co llabora to r 
in s trugg les to  defend c iv il 
libe rties— we loved him . Now 
th a t he is no more, we live  in 
a w orld  th a t has been robbed 
o f one o f its  noblest fig h tin g  
sp irits . We w ill never fo rg e t 
Carlo Tresca. To us, the spot 
where he was so ru th less ly  
destroyed w ill a lways be a 
shrine.

We m ourn w ith  you the ’oss 
o f the m arty red  Carlo Tresca.

JA M E S  T . F A R R E L L ,
Chairm an.

They W ant To P u t I t  O ut

For Services 
Not Rendered

The M il ita n t  was notified by 
Post O ffice o ffic ia ls  in  New 
Y o rk  las t week that, i t  would 
have to pay at the regu la r 
m a ilin g  ra te  fo r  a ll issues o f 
the paper deposited in  the 
Post O ffice since the begin­
n ing of November, 1942, in ­
clud ing the issues which had 
been delivered a fte r  delays 
rang ing  from  one to two 
weeks A N D  T H E  ISSUES 
W H I G  I I  H A D  B E E N  
D ESTR O YED .

Since fa ilu re  to pay as 
demanded would provide a 
technical pre text fo r  revoking 
the papers’ second class r ig h ts  
on the spot, The M il ita n t had 
to pay.

B u t the fee ling  was de fin ite ly  
one o f insu lt added to in ju ry .

How the British 
‘Tribune’ Explains 
The Darlan Deal

Perhaps The T ribune , a Labor- 
ite  weekly, is lucky  to be pub­
lish in g  in conservative England.

I ts  Dec. 18 issue carried  an a r­
tic le  by Jennie Lee, p ro -w a r La- 
borite , w h ich stated in  p a rt:

“ In office, fo r  instance, Roose­
velt finds i t  expedient to  sup­
port Darlan . In  opposition W ill-  
kie finds i t  enjoyable to  have the 
pleasure o f repud ia ting  h im . B u t 
the great ca p ita lis t parties, Dem ­
ocrat and Republican, tha t each 
belongs to, are owned and man­
aged by business in te rests th a t 
are pe rfec tly  satisfied w ith  D a r­
lan. T h a t is the key to  the mys 
tc ry  o f his Am erican support. . .

“ The inwardness o f the Darlan 
a f fa ir  is tha t the dom inant 
groups in B r ita in ’s Parliam ent, 
and Am erica ’s Congress are con­
cerned above a ll w ith  find ing 
post-w ar solutions tha t establish 
c a p ita lis t governm ents in  power 
everywhere. The specter tha t 
haunts them is w orld  revo lu tion. 
They w ill accept undisguised fas ­
cism ra th e r than tha t. . .”

F o r w r i t in g  lik e  th a t in the 
U n ited  States today, The T ribune  

would soon ha v»

Roosevelt's Opening 
Speech To Congress

When Roosevelt stood before Congress on January 7 and 
delivered his address on the state of the nation, he was confront­
ed by a body a m ajority of which consisted of reactionary 
Republicans and reactionary Democrats determined to wipe out 
the gains labor had made since 1933.

I'he November election gave the Republicans a large in­
crease in their representation in®
Congress, liver since then it has 
been accepted as a foregone 
conclusion that an alliance of 
Republicans and Southern Demo­
cra ts would con tro l the Congress 
and u tiliz e  th a t con tro l to s tr ike  
a t the liv in g  standards o f the 
masses.

This was noticed by everybody 
and i t  was co rre c tly  taken to 
mean th a t Roosevelt wants no 
s trugg les w ith  the present Con­
gress.

B u t not to s trugg le  aga inst the 
present Congress spells danger 
fo r  the masses. F o r the present 
Congress has a m a jo r ity  th a t is

reac tiona ry  to 
the core.

No s trugg le  
w ith  the pres- 
e n t  Congress 
means burden­
in g  the masses 
w ith  the cost o f 
the w a r and 
p e rm itt in g  huge 
p ro fits  to B ig  
Business.

No s trugg le  
w ith  the pres- 

T D R  e n t  Congress
means no adequate con tro l o f the 
prices o f goods consumed by the 
masses. I t  means leg is la tion  to
make the masses w o rk  harder
and ge t less.

We o f course never considered 
| Roosevelt as the champion o f the

W H A T  H E  STRESSED

Roosevelt chose to ignore the 
com position o f the Congress and 
the danger th a t i t  holds fo r  the 
masses o f th is  country. He chose 
to concentrate on the subject o f 
w a r concerning which there could 
be no sbrious d iffe rence o f op in­
ion and thus avoid ra is in g  the 
issues th a t mean so much to the 
w orkers and farm ers.

He spoke about the improved 
outlook as fa r  as the w a r is con­
cerned. l ie  proud ly mentioned the 
huge increase in production of 
arm am ents. He utte red con fident 
assurances o f v ic to ry .

The Republicans fro m  the | masses and consequently never 
N o rth , anxious to destroy every ; expected him  to rise to th e ir  de- 
dem ocratic r ig h t  o f the workers, fense in a c r it ic a l moment. L e t

Verboten 
In the U.S.

the Post Office 
on its  neck, t r y ­
ing  to revoke its  
2nd-class m a il­
in g  priv ileges.

the Dem ocrats from  the South 
determ ined to keep the Negro 
and w h ite  masses in complete 
subjection, could nod in cynical 
approval when the President 
said th a t eve ry th ing  m ust be 
done to w in  th is  w ar fo r  democ­
racy.

When Roosevelt skid th a t “ the 
1 men in our armed forces w ant 
a la s ting  peace and equally they 
w an t perm anent em ploym ent. . . 
when they arc m ustered ou t a t 
the end o f the w a r,”  no t even 
the most reactionary  o f the rep­
resentatives lis te n in g  could ob­
ject. So long as Roosevelt offered 
no specific measures to  guaran­
tee a job to every so ld ier and 
every w o rke r fo r  the post-w ar 
period, no objection need be 
raised.

NO C O N T R O V E R S IA L ISSUES

The P resident de libera te ly  
avoided a ll con trovers ia l issues.

the w orkers  consider the s ig n i­
ficance o f Roosevelt’s de liberate 
avoidance o f the issues th a t face 
them by v ir tu e  o f the reaction ­
a ry  character o f the Congress.

G A V E  NO A N S W E R  TO 
LA B O R ’S PRO BLEM S

Roosevelt’s speech on the state 
o f the na tion gave courage to  a ll 
the reactionaries. I t  has increas­
ed the num ber o f w orkers who 
have los t fa ith  in Roosevelt and 
his New Deal as the defender o f 
the w o rke rs ’ in terests.

The workers m ust consider th is  
one outstand ing fac t. There arc 
no Labor P a rty  representatives 
in Congress w ith  a program  fo r  
the pro tection  o f the in terests o f 
the masses. O nly a Labor P a rty  
w ith  a m il ita n t  program  can raise 
the issues close to  the hearts o f 
the w orkers and defend th e ir  in ­
terests. The w orkers  m ust p ro ­
ceed to bu ild  such a Labor P a rty .

Government's Citations 
Show Anti-Labor Bias

A Statem ent by  the E d ito r ia l B oa rd
G overnm en t o ff ic ia ls  w ant to  suppress The M il i ta n t  because we p r in t  the  

t ru th  abou t the  ro le  o f  B ig  Business in  the  w a r; because we c r it ic iz e  the  d o m ­
estic and fo re ig n  p o lic ie s  o f  the  a d m in is tra t io n ; because we u rge  the  w o rke rs  
to de fend  th e ir  l iv in g  standards and d e m o c ra tic  r ig h ts ;  because we advocate 
a W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rnm en t and the  soc ia lis t p ro g ra m  as the o n ly  
so lu tio n  to  the  p ro b le m s  o f  w ar, fasc ism , u n e m p lo ym e n t and ra c ia l d is c r im in ­
a tion .

T h is  was m ade crys ta l-c lea r last 
m en t in  W ash ing ton  lis ted  27  “ objec- 
lio n a b le ”  excerpts taken  fro m  a rtic le s  
and e d ito r ia ls  p r in te d  in  th is  paper 
since Dec. 7, 194 1 , and n o tif ie d  us to  
show cause, at a h ea rin g  to  he he ld  on 
Jan. 2 1 , w hy o u r second-class m a ilin g  
p riv ileg e s  shou ld  n o t he revoked .

This move to ban our paper from  the m ails 
comes a fte r  ten weeks d u rin g  which the au tho r­
itie s  in te rfe red  w ith  the m a il de live ry  o f The 
M ilita n t,  destroy ing fo u r issues and ho ld ing  the 
others up fo r  weeks.

The Post O ffice au tho rities  are proceeding 
aga inst The M il ita n t  under w a r-tim e  powers 
which, according to  th e ir  in te rp re ta tio n , au tho r­
ize the Postm aster-General, w ith o u t recourse to  
ju d ic ia l process, to ban fro m  the m ails any pe­
riod ica l which he believes vio lates the. “ Espion-

See Page Z fo r text o f Post Office Excerpts

age A c t.”  The A c t p ro h ib its  w i l l fu l ly  m aking  or 
conveying fa lse  reports  o r statem ents w ith  in ­
ten t to in te rfe re  w ith  the operation o r success 
o f the armed forces o r to prom ote the success 
o f its  enemies; o r w i l l fu l ly  causing o r a tte m p t­
in g  to cause insubord ina tion, d is loya lty , m u tin y , 
or re fusa l o f du ty  in  the armed forces; o r w i l l ­
fu l ly  ob s tru c ting  the rec ru itm en t or en lis tm ent 
service o f the U . S.

E xcerp ts  Reveal R ea l M o tive
To charge The M il ita n t w ith  v io la tin g  the E s­

pionage A c t is, however, no th ing less than a 
fram eup, as w ill be seen by an exam ination of 
the excerpts selected by the postal au tho rities  
and th e ir  D epartm ent o f Justice collabora tors. 
We urge a ll workers, a ll sections o f the labor 
movement, to examine ca re fu lly  these excerpts. 
We defy anyone to  show how a s ing le  one o f 
them vio lates any p a rt o f the Espionage A c t!

week when the  Post O ffic e  D epart-

These excerpts —  obviously ca re fu lly  chosen 
by governm ent agents a fte r  m any m onths of 
study to f in d  the “ best”  fo r  the Post O ffice ’s 
purposes —  in no way bear ou t the slanderous 
charges aga inst The M ilita n t.  But they do show 
very c learly  the real reasons fo r the Post O f­
fice’s repressive measures against th is  paper.

The excerpts can be divided rough ly  in to  three 
separate categories: 1. Our a ttacks on the p ro ­
gram  and aim s o f B ig  Business. 2. O ur c ritic ism s 
o f domestic and fo re ig n  policies o f the adm in is­
tra tio n , 3. Our analyses o f the character o f the 
war.

1. Our Attack 
On Big Business

W h a t does the Post O ffice ob ject to in our a r­
tic les dealing w ith  the ro le o f B ig  Business? 
Here is one exam ple:

“ W hile  the bosses demand th a t the w o rk ­
ers sacrifice  eve ry th ing , inc lud ing  li fe  its e lf, 
fo r  the war, they- themselves have bu t one 
aim —  to safeguard and increase th e ir  p ro f­
its .”  (E xce rp t 5, June 27, 1942.)
Is th a t true , o r is i t  fa lse? The M ilita n t no t 

on ly  m a in ta ins th a t i t  is true , bu t i t  has p re ­
sented evidence tim e and again to show th a t i t  
is true. The ve ry  a rtic le  fro m  w h ich th is  sen­
tence was taken contained quotations fro m  tw o  
governm ent bodies —  the House M il ita ry  A ffa irs  
Com m ittee and the T rum an Senate Com m ittee 
In ve s tig a tin g  the N a tion a l Defense P rogram  —  
show ing th a t B ig  Business subordinates every­
th ing , inc lud ing  the needs o f the w a r program , 
to  its  greed fo r  p ro fits .

A no the r excerpt c ited by the governm ent was 
based on reports  in the N . Y. T im es th a t Ger­
man and B r it is h  and A m erican  businessmen are 
s t i l l  co llabo ra ting  in  the S w itze rland Bank fo r  

(Continued on page 3)

'No Barrier to 
Free Expression/ 
Says Byron Price

A N TI-N E G R O  FORCES 
W IN  A N O TH ER  VICTO R Y

Questioned about the re p o rt 
th a t governm ent censorship was 
p reven ting  news about Negro 
and w h ite  re la tions in th is  coun­
t r y  from  being 
sent abroad, B y ­
ron Price, direc 
to r o f U.S. cen 
sorsh ip , a d m it­
ted las t week 
th a t censorship 
au thorities  have 
“ sometimes sup 
pressed in fla m ­
m a to ry  u t te r ­
ances reg a rd ing  
rac ia l and re l i­
gious co n flic t 
s im p ly  because 
o f a desire to 
w ithho ld  t h i s  
m a te ria l fro m  the enemy. . .

“ Here a t home,”  he continued, 
“ we understand the s itua tion  and 
there is no b a rr ie r  to  free  ex­
pression.”

Unless you would cal! suppress­
ing labor papers a “ b a rr ie r  to 
free expression.”

BYKOKI PR'tc

Lack o f space makes i t  neces­
sary fo r  The M il ita n t  to post­
pone the pub lica tion  o f a num ­
ber o f in fo rm a tive  acticles de­
scrib ing  the food shortages and 
price s itua tion  in d iffe re n t parts  
o f the country. These artic les  
w ill be published in an ea rly  is­
sue. —  Ed.

McNutt Calls Off FEPC Hearings On 
Jim Crow Policies in Railroad Industry

By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

Jim Crow won another victory this week as War Manpower 
Commissioner Paul V. McNutt ordered the •'indefinite” post­
ponement of an open hearing on discriminatory employment 
policies of the railroads industry, which has been scheduled to 
open in Washington Jan. 23 under the auspices of the Fair Em­
ployment Practices Committee.!

The ra ilro a d  hearings, fo r  
which FEPC a tto rneys have been 
p repa ring  fo r  months, were re ­
garded by Negro leaders as a 
“ key te s t”  o f M c N u tt ’s a tt itu d e  
tow ard the FEPC and the whole 
question o f Negro d isc rim ina tion  
in  in du s try . M c N u tt’s decision is 
such fla g ra n t v io la tion  o f the ad­
m in is tra tio n ’s public declarations 
on th is  question, tha t members 
o f the FEPC refused to assume 
the respons ib ility  o f announcing 
the postponement o f the hear­
ings.

The usefulness o f the FEPC, 
m-eated by Roosevelt in June. 
1041 in an e f fo r t  to call o f f  a 
pro jected Negro M arch on W ash­
ington, was always extrem e ly 
lim ited . I t  had no rea l power to 
compel em ployers to  discontinue 
Tim G row  policies. I t  helped to 
publicize certa in  eases o f d is­
c rim ina tio n , and to th a t extent 
aided the fig h t aga inst them.

B u t now the tendency w il l  be

fo r  em ployers to d is regard  the 
the FEPC a ltoge ther. F o r they 
know  now th a t i f  they p u t a 
l i t t le  pressure on W ashington, i t  
gets resu lts. And they w ill not be 
fooled, any more than the enemies 
o f J im  Crow are, by M c N u tt ’s 
vague prom ise to do som eth ing 
about ra ilroad  Jim  Crow in  some 
" a y  o ther than ho ld ing hearings.

Las t sum m er Roosevelt tra n ­
sferred the FEPC to the ju r is d ic ­
tion o f M cN u tt. In  rep ly  to 
pro tests lie stated in December 
th a t the FEPC would continue to 
en joy “ free and unhampered 
opera tion ”  even under M cN u tt, 
and th a t M cN u tt would re ly  
“ s tro n g ly  on the decisions and 
recom m endations”  o f the FEPC. 
M c N u tt’s action in ca llin g  o f f  
the ra ilroad  hearings, in opposi­
tion  to  the expressed wishes o f 
the FEPC members, indicates 
how w e ll th is  prom ise has been 
kept.
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27 Excerpts Which The Authorities Dislike
They Propose To Revoke Our Second-Class Mailing Privileges On The Basis O f These Statements

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : The follow ing- scries o f excerpts 
fro m  The M il ita n t  has been sent to  us by the Post O ffice 
D epartm ent as its  “ E x h ib it A ”  fo r  the hearing to  con­
sider revoking The M il i ta n t ’s second-class m a ilin g  r ig h ts , 
to  be held in W ashington on Jan. 21, 1943.

( 1 )

AN ADDRESS by Albert Goldman Dec. 27, 1941, P. 4.

“ When we state th a t th is  is an im p e ria lis t war. i t  fo llows 
tha t we cannot possibly support the a d m in is tra tion  in  its  w ar 
e ffo rt.”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : The above sentence was taken 
from  our re p rin t o f the cou rt record o f A lb e rt Goldman’s 
fina l argum ent to the ju ry  in the M inneapolis “ conspir­
acy”  t r ia l  o f 28 members o f the Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  
and Local 5 4 4 -0 0 .

( 2 )
W HERE WE STAND by Albert Goldman Jan. 3, 1942, P. 4.

“ When we characterize the w ar as im p e ria lis t . . .  we . .  . 
indica te tha t i t  is im perm issib le fo r us as revo lu tion is ts  to sup­
port e ither side . . .

"O ur task in  th is  w ar is d iffe re n t from  the tasks of the 
im peria lis ts . They w ant to defeat th e ir  r iv a l to protect th e ir  
im p e ria lis tic  interests. We cannot and m ust not support them 
in  such a task. Our task is to organize the w o rk in g  class fo r 
the purpose of ta k in g  over power and trahd fo fm ihg  th is  war 
in to  a real w ar fo r  democracy.”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : T h is  a rtic le  was a re p r in t from  
the M arch 29, 1941 M ilita n t.  We rep rin ted  i t  fo r  the 
in fo rm a tio n  o f our readers because i t  was a p rinc ipa l 
document in the M inneapolis tr ia l.

Prevent Black Market
( 3 )

BLACK M A R K E T  DIVERTS RATIONS FROM 
WORKERS by Don Dore March 14, 1942, P. 3.

"A m erican workers are ge tting  the firs t taste of governm ent 
ra tio n in g  when sugar ra tio n in g  goes in to  effect w ith in  the next 
few weeks. T h is  is the beginning of a po licy w h ich  w i l l  ce rta in ly  
be extended to other necessities as the w ar goes on.

“ Ostensibly, th is  ra tio n in g  w i l l  be undertaken to insure an 
equitable d is tr ib u tio n  of scarce commodities and to prevent price 
exto rtion . The lesson of B r ita in  shows, however, th a t ra tio n in g  
under governm ent and cap ita lis t contro l lim its  the am ount of 
goods w hich the masses may secure but does not prevent those 
w ith  large incomes from  ob ta in ing  a ll they w ant of both neces­
sities and luxu ries .”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : The a rtic le  then continued w ith  
several quotations fro m  London correspondents o f the 
N. Y . T imes, to  show the e ffec ts  o f ra tio n in g  and the 
B lack M arke t in B r ita in , and concluded w ith  the declara­
tio n  th a t on ly the establishm ent o f consumers’ com m it­
tees co n tro llin g  prices and supplies could insure “ against 
the rise o f the B lack M a rke t in  th is  coun try .”

( 4  )
FREEZES WAGES, BUT LETS BOSSES
OFF EASY May 2, 1942, P. I.

"P resident Roosevelt’s long-awaited w ar economy program, 
revealed in  his message to Congress last Monday and elaborated 
in  his Tuesday n ig lit  rad io  address, is not an 'equa lity  of sacrifice ’ 
program . On the contrary, i t  is a program  to keep the burden 
o f the w ar on the masses, enabling the bankers and in d u s tria lis ts  
Ho continue to p ro fit from  the w a r and live  in  lu x u ry  . . . ”

Big Business Aims
( 5 )

T H E IR  ONE A IM , an editorial June 27, 1942, P. 4.

“ W hile  the bosses demand tha t the workers sacrifice every­
th ing . inc lud ing  life  itse lf, fo r the war, they themselves have but 
one aim  —  to safeguard and increase th e ir  pro fits . . . ”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : T h is  opening sentence was fo l­
lowed by quotations fro m  a June 23 re p o rt o f the House 
M il ita ry  A f fa irs  Com m ittee, which stated i t  found “ a 
sordid p ic tu re  o f excessive commissions by brokers, p ro f­
its  by vendors, exho rb itan t salaries, bonuses and huge 
fees fo r  m anagement and re lated services in  many W ar 
D epartm ent con tracts.”  The e d ito r ia l also quoted a re ­
po rt by the T rum an Senate In ve s tig a tin g  Com m ittee o f 
the same date, accusing steel f irm s  o f d ism an tling  p lants 
in order, stated the Com m ittee, “ to  m a in ta in  th e ir  sa fe ty 
and secu rity  a fte r  the w ar fo r  m onopolistic con tro l.”

( 6 )
TH E  1942 ELECTION PLATFORM OF TH E  
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY IN NEW  JERSEY

Sept. 12, 1942, P. 2.
"The real quarre l between the cap ita lis ts  of the A x is  Powers 

and those of the United Nations is solely over w h ich  group shall 
have firs t place in  exp lo itin g  the peoples and the resources of the 
w orld . The B r it is h  and Am erican cap ita lis ts  want to continue 
p lay ing  f irs t fiddle. The German cap ita lis ts  and th e ir  sate llites 
believe they are now strong  enough to replace th e ir  riva ls . That 
is why arm ies of m illio n s  of poor farm ers and workers have been 
set a t each other's th roa ts . . . ”

How Roosevelt Acts
( 7 )

ROOSEVELT’S SPEECH: STUDY IN CONTRASTS, 
an editorial Sept. 19, 1942, P. 4.

“ . . .The president’s determ ination , energy, v igor and dispatch 
are reserved fo r use in  favo r o f the cap ita lis t class and against 
the masses.”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : The above was the concluding 
paragraph in  an e d ito r ia l com m enting on Roosevelt’s 
Labor Day u ltim a tum  th a t i f  Congress d idn ’t  g ive h im  
power to  set fa rm  price ceilings a t p a r ity  w ith in  23 
days, he would take the power h im se lf. We contrasted 
th is  w ith  Roosevelt’s fa ilu re  to  demand speedy action on

a $25,000 l im it  on annual salaries, the ch ild  labor b ill, 
m ine sa fe ty b ills , a n ti- lyn ch in g  b ill,  etc.

Against Wage Freezing
( 8 )

WAGES FROZEN, ECONOMIC CZAR NAM ED,
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING RESTRICTED
by Joseph Andrews Oct. 11, 1942, P. 2.

"T h is  order is on ly the firs t step by Roosevelt in  his attem pt 
to unload the heavy burdens of the w ar on lo the backs of the 
masses of workers and explo ited d ir t  farm ers . . .

“ The. decree powers of the president have thus fa r been used 
p r im a r ily  against labor. Th is is pa rt and parcel of the war 
program. Roosevelt, as the w a rtim e  representative o f B ig  Busi­
ness, is leading W a ll S treet’s war, not on ly against Germany and 
Japan, but against the masses of workers and d ir t  farm ers . . .

“ The workers cannot depend on the cap ita lis t government to 
contro l prices and to insure the democratic ra tio n in g  of goods. 
The cap ita lis t government, like  the class i t  represents, is interested 
on ly in p ro tecting  the profits and priv ileges of B ig  Business...”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : The sentence which fo llow ed th is  
said: “ O nly com m ittees chosen from  the w orkers  and 
fa rm e rs ’ o rgan izations, and inc lud ing  representatives o f 
housewives, can prevent p ro fite e ring  and adm in is ter a 
price contro l program  in  the in te rests o f the masses.”

( 9 )
ROOSEVELT COVERS AN TI-LABO R  MOVES W IT H  
‘L IB E R A L ’ VENEER by A. Roland Oct. 11, 1942, P. 2.

"The fix in g  of wages is therefore intended to prevent earn­
ings from  r is in g  w ith  costs. In  th is  way Roosevelt proposes to 
place the en tire  burden of the w ar on the backs of the w o rk ing  
class. A ll the ta lk  about keeping down the cost of l iv in g  was 
fo r the purpose of m aking ' wage fix in g  look a l i t t le  more pala­
table . . .

“ The workers in general have not yet understood the true 
m eaning of wage fix ing . They tend to accept Roosevelt's demagogy 
and apparent promises as good coin. Only as the w ar develops 
fu rth e r w i l l  they begin to see how they have been duped . . . "

The Negro Struggle
(  1 0 )

TH E  NEGRO STRUGGLE
by Albert Parker Oct. 11, 1942, P. 3.

“ The fac t th a t the cap ita lis t class does not in tend to g rant 
equa lity  to the Negroes is on ly one reason w hy advanced Negroes 
should jo in  the revo lu tiona ry  movement. There is another reason 
which is ju s t as va lid  and ju s t as im p o rtan t as the one 1 d is­
cussed last. week, and T in tend to raise i t  here.

“ The Negro must figh t fo r more than equa lity  w ith  the w h ite  
worker. For le t us suppose fo r the sake of argum ent tha t the 
Negro could w in  and did  w in  th is  equa lity  w h ile  the w h ite  w o rk ­
e r’s conditions rem ain the same as they are now. tha t is. under 
cap ita lism . W hat would the Negro w o rke r have then?

“ He would have w h a t the w h ite  w orker has. L ike  the w h ite  
w orker, he would s t i l l  su ffe r periodical depressions and unem­
ploym ent and go hungry much of the tim e.

“ L ike  the w h ite  w orker, he would s t i l l  be threatened by the 
oppression and b ru ta lity  of fascism.

“ L ike  the w h ite  worker, he would s t i l l  be driven to figh t and 
die fo r im p e ria lis t wars tha t benefit on ly the bosses.

“ L ike  the w h ite  w orker, he would s t i l l  be kicked around by 
the officers in  the armed forces — probably not as much as at 
present. -— bu t s t i l l  p lenty.

“ L ike  the w h ite  w orker, he would s t i l l  get low wages — 
undoubtedly a l i t t le  h igher than he gets now — bu t s t i l l  too low 
fo r decency and com fort, as the w orker does . . . ”

(  11 )

IN TE R N A TIO N A L TIES IN TH E  M ID ST OF WAR, 
an editorial Oct. 11, 1942, P. 4.

" . . .  In  spite of th e ir  cyn ica l p a trio tic  fervor, the cap ita lis t 
classes always continue to m a in ta in  profitable contacts w ith  one 
another across the battle lines w h ile  m illio n s  of workers o f the 
contending countries die.

“ The m aintenance of numerous in te rna tiona l connections on 
the pa rt of the cap ita lis ts  of a ll countries offers a lesson and an 
example to the workers of the world. They too must become so 
class conscious th a t they w i l l  find ways, especially in  w ar tim e 
to establish and extend th e ir  own in te rna tiona l ties, and bu ild  
th e ir  own in te rn a tio n a l organ ization . . . ”

E D IT O R ’S' N O T E : The excerpt quoted by the Post 
O ffice does no t exp la in  the “ in te rna tiona l t ie s ”  re fe rred  
to  in  the t i t le  o f the ed ito ria l, bu t the ed ito ria l did, quot­
in g  from  N . Y . T im es dispatches show th a t A m e r­
ican, B r it is h  and German businessmen are s t i l l  co llabor­
a tin g  fin a n c ia lly  in the Bank fo r  In te rn a tio n a l S e ttle ­
ments a t Basle, Sw itze rland.

Convention Resolution
( 1 2 )

TH E  IM P E R IA L IS T  W AR AND TH E  ROAD TO 
WORLD SOCIALISM Oct: 17, 1942, PP. 1, 2, 3.

" . . .  The cla im  th a t th is  is a w ar of democracy against 
fascism is a fraud. L ik e  the firs t w orld  war, the second is being 
fought fo r seizure of colonies, m arkets, sources of raw  m ateria l 
and spheres of in fluence, except th a t th is  tim e the stakes are 
even greater, encompassing the en tire  world . T h is  objective h is­
to rica l m eaning o f the war, and not the propaganda of the gov­
ernments, determ ines our stand.

“ A ll these considerations apply in  fu ll force to the United 
States. Long before its  advent we warned the w orkers of the 
inescapable p a rtic ip a tion  of the United States in  th is  w ar and 
stated th a t such a w ar could on ly be an im p e ria lis t war. The 
actual en try  of the United States in to  the con flic t has not altered 
our position, bu t confirmed it .  We do not and cannot give any 
support to th is  reactionary war undertaken on behalf of Am erica’s 
m onopolists to ensure th e ir  w o rld  dom ination  of m arkets, fore ign 
concessions, sources o f raw  m ateria ls  and spheres of in fluence. 
T h is  is W all S treet’s war, not ours . . . ”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : The excerpt quoted above, and 
Excerp ts 13 th rough 17, are a ll taken from  a reso lu tion 
adopted by the Tenth N a tiona l Convention o f the Socia l­
is t  W orkers  P a rty .

( 1 3 )

" . . .  That China is compelled by practica l considerations to 
enter in to  alliances w ith  im p e ria lis t a llies can present grave 
dangers fo r the fu tu re  but does not a lte r the fundam ental char­
acter of China's struggle today. The designs of Anglo-Am erican 
im peria lism  to subordinate great China to th e ir  own predatory 
strugg le are a long way from  rea liza tion . . . ”

" . . .  In  December, 1941 Japan, in  answer to Roosevelt's 
u ltim a tum , smashed a t Pearl H a rbo r and gave Roosevelt the 
looked-for occasion to enter the war. By January 1912 a ll the 
im p e ria lis t powers and a ll peoples had been draw n in to  the war 
arena . . . ”

(  1 4 )

" . . .  The ‘dem ocratic’ im p e ria lis t gangsters are interested 
on ly  in  recovering the property which has been taken away from  
them by the fascist gangsters.”

War Perspectives
(  15  )

“ Since the outbreak of the war, L a tin  America has more 
than ever become the priva te  preserve of Am erican im peria lism . 
The blockade against the A x is  powers and the g row ing  weakness 
of Great B r ita in  has enabled the United States to c lim b to a 
v ir tu a lly  unchallenged position. The U nited States has dragged 
w ith  it  in fo  the war, e ithe r as actual pa rtic ipan ts  o r as non­
be llige rent allies, its  re tinue  o f vassals among the ru lin g  classes 
of L a tin  Am erica. Through E xpo rt-Im p ort Bank and priva te  
loans the Yankee im p e ria lis ts  have succeeded in  buying the sup­
po rt they could not secure through d ip lom atic  pressure. T he ir 
hand has been strengthened by the fact tha t the United States 
is today the m ain m arke t and ch ie f source of m achinery and 
m anufactured goods fo r many L a tin  Am erican nations . . . ”

( 1 6 )

“ In  order to camouflage its  im p e ria lis t policies and objectives, 
the Roosevelt regim e cla im s that the w ar is being waged to 
defend democracy a t home and extend the Four Freedoms 
throughout the world. Roosevelt's slogan of the Four Freedoms 
is as false as W ilson ’s slogan in  the last w ar ‘Make the W orld 
Safe fo r Democracy.’ W h ile  Roosevelt spouts phrases about demo­
cracy, he seeks to set aside even the form s of the democratic 
process in  favor of governm ent by decree. T h is  e ffo rt to  substi­
tu te  d ic ta to ria l ru le  by decree on the pa rt of the executive hfead 
o f the cap ita lis t governm ent has paved the way fo r the to ta l 
destruction of democracy and the rise to power of fascism or 
Bonapartism  in  Germany, I ta ly  and France . . . ”

(  1 7 )

“ The im p e ria lis t ru le rs  of both camps are figh ting  tenaciously 
to m a in ta in  the ex is ting  system which has brought about the 
p reva iling  slaughter, m isery, chaos and hopelessness. The r iva l 
m onopolist cliques w ant to reconstruct the w orld  fo r th e ir  selfish 
ends. They have not the s lightest concern fo r the we lfare of 
th e ir  own peoples o r the oppressed in  other lands. Each strives 
to conquer the w orld  or a la rger share of i t  fo r  th e ir  own en rich ­
m ent and power. Both im p e ria lis t blocs have the same predatory 
aims, a lthough they employ d iffe re n t term s and slogans to ju s tify  
th e ir  role in  the war. H itle r 's  ‘New Order’ is s im p ly  German 
cap ita lism ’s reedition of the old cap ita lis t anarchy and oppression. 
The Anglo-Am erican combine has no more rad ia n t prospect to 
o ffe r than a new and more m onstrous Versa illes trea ty  th a t can 
on ly lay the groundw ork fo r a T h ird  W orld  W ar.

“ Im peria lism  holds out the perspectives of in te rm inab le  war, 
deepening reaction, im poverishm ent and m isery fo r the masses 
at home, enslavement fo r the conquered and colon ia l peoples. The 
cap ita lis t system has become so decadent, so bankrupt, so re tro ­
gressive th a t i t  can no longer give the most meagre reform s or 
im provements. Th is m a lignan t tum or m ust be removed before i t  
com pletely ravages and destroys hum an ity . . .”

Tremendous Profits
( 1 8 )

AN ECONOMIC PROGRAM FOR LABOR IN  W A R T IM E  
by George Breitman Oct. 24, 1942, P. 2.

“ P oint 2 of the B ig  Business program  is to place the burden 
of the w ar costs on the backs of the w o rk in g  people, th a t is, to 
make the workers pay the costs of the w ar from  which B ig  Busi­
ness is m aking the hugest profits in  h is to ry.

“ To do th is  requires the reduction of the masses’ liv in g  stan­
dards to the lowest possible po in t. . .

“ B ig  Business and its  government agents have unleashed a 
wave of propaganda about ‘necessity fo r sacrifice’ and ‘equa lity  of 
sacrifice,’ calculated to persuade the w o rk ing  people to give up 
th e ir  social and economic gains won in  the last ten years o f s trug ­
gle. How fraudu len t th is  ta lk  about ‘equa lity  of sacrifice’ is can be 
shown by the fac t th a t the employers w ant the workers to get 
along on the s ta rva tion  standards of 1932 w h ile  B ig  Business makes 
pro fits bigger than i t  made in  1929. . .”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : The above excerpt is  p a rt o f an 
election rad io  address given by the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  candidate fo r  the U . S. Senate from  New Jersey 
over S ta tion  W P A T  in  Paterson, N . J., on Oct. 17, 1942.

( 1 9 )

FOR A SOCIALIST WORLD
by Grace Carlson Oct. 24, 1942, P. 2.

“ A fte r on ly  a sho rt in te rva l of tw enty-five years, Am erican 
w orkers and farm ers again find themselves involved in  another 
world-w ide holocaust of su ffe rin g  and death. A ga inst th e ir  w i l l ;  
against th e ir  in terest, they have been plunged in to  W orld  W ar I I .

“ Socialists long ago predicted th is  war. Basing ourselves upon 
the teachings of M arx, Len in  and T ro tsky, we m ain ta ined tha t 
modern im p e ria lis t w ar was the inevitab le  resu lt of the commer­
c ia l r iv a lr ie s  of cap ita lis t nations. As the Socia list W orkers P arty  
candidate fo r  U. S. Senator from  M innesota in  1940, I  said, ‘The 
im p e ria lis t government o f the U n ited States cannot fa il to drag 
th is  coun try  in to  w ar. T h is  w ill not be a w ar of defense, or a war 
fo r democracy o r lib e ra tio n ; i t  can on ly  be a w a r fo r  markets, 
fore ign concessions, sources of raw  m ateria ls  and spheres of in ­
fluence.’

“ T h is  pred ic tion has been tra g ica lly  fu lf il le d ! The present war. 
in  w h ich  hundreds of thousands of young Am erican workers and 
farm ers w il l  have to lay  down th e ir  lives; th is  w ar fo r which other 
countless m illio n s  of men and women of the Am erican w o rk ing  
class w i l l  be asked to su ffe r da ily  hardship and su ffe ring , is not a

real w ar AG A IN S T FASCISM. I t  is an im p e ria lis t war, w h ich can 
never serve the in terests of the w o rk ing  masses of th is  or a fiy  
o ther im p e ria lis t country.

“ Continuous and urgent attem pts are being made by cap ita lis t 
po litic ian s  on both the state and the national scene to dress up 
the present, bloody, im p e ria lis t w ar as a ho ly s trugg le fo r  a ‘free 
w orld .' Republicans and Democrats. Farm er-Laborites and S ta lin ­
ists, are un ited in  th e ir  e ffo rts  to convifice Am erican workers afid 
farm ers, d is illus ioned by the useless s laughter or W orld  W ar I  
and the m isery and su ffe ring  of the long period of depression 
which followed it ,  tha t W orld  W ar I I  is being fought in  the in ­
terests of the common man.

“ B ut in te rna tiona l socialists know— and now on ly  the T ro tsky ­
ists are w o rthy  o f the name— that ne ithe r the oppressed masses 
o f Europe and the Am ericas nor the explo ited colon ia l peoples of 
China. Ind ia  and A frica , can bo emancipated u n t il the decaying 
cap ita lis t system w h ich  breeds war, fascism and colon ia l ty ranny  
is brought to an end. .

E D IT O R S ’S N O T E : The above was p a rt o f an elec­
tion  statem ent issued by Grace Carlson as the Socia lis t 
W orkers P a rty  candidate fo r  the U . S. Senate fro m  
M innesota in  the 1942 election cam paign.

( 2 0 )

YES, PUNISH TH E  WAR C R IM IN ALS
an editorial Oct. 24, 1942, P. 4.

“ . . .The E ng lish im peria lis ts  are not waging a war to destroy 
fascism. In  order to preserve th e ir  sm allest colony they would 
read ily  destroy every dem ocratic r ig h t  at home. They are sending 
the masses in to  the s laughter on ly  in  order to preserve th e ir  em­
pire. Am erica ’s S ix ty  F am ilies  pursue aims no less predatory, 
reactionary  and im pera lis t than do the Krupps, the K ird o rfs  and 
Boersigs of Germany.

“ They a ll bear the rea l respons ib ility  fo r the war. They are a ll 
equally g u ilty . They, together w ith  th e ir  po litica l representatives, 
are the w ar crim ina ls .

“ We are wholeheartedly in  agreement, w ith  the idea of b rin g in g  
a ll these c rim ina ls  and th e ir  respective Hesses to t r ia l w ith o u t 
delay. When the workers o f a ll countries have said th e ir  fina l say, 
th is  is precisely w h a t they w il l  do. . .”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : T h is  excerpt makes i t  appear 
th a t The M il ita n t  re fe rred  on ly to  the cap ita lis ts  in  B r i t ­
ain and the U n ited  States, bu t e a rlie r paragraphs in  the 
same e d ito r ia l re fe rred  to  the “ w ar c rim ina ls  in  Ger­
many, the German ru lin g  ca p ita lis t class.”

Adm. Land’s Statement
( 2 1  )

TWO WARS, an editorial Oct. 24, 1942, P. 4-
". . .The statem ent is s ign ifican t because, as som ething w h ic li 

could be done by a p a rt of the ad m in is tra tion  itse lf, i t  ind ica te* 
t lie  general d irec tion  in  w h ich  the ad m in is tra tio n  is moving. In  
th is  sense, such statements are even he lp fu l in  educating the -w ork­
ers to understand the rea l na ture of th is  w a r: not a w ar against 
fascism, bu t a w ar against r iv a l business men lo r  pro fits  abroad 
A N D  a w ar against Am erican w orkers fo r  p ro fits  here a t home.

“ The day isn ’t  so fa r  o ff  when the Am erican w orkers w i l l  he 
saying to hell w ith  the phoney A dm ira ls  and the parasites they 
represent. W hen tha t day comes, the A dm ira ls  w i l l  be sing ing 
another tune because th a t w i l l . be the day when the real war 
against fascism begins— where it should begin, at home.”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : T h is  excerpt does no t g ive the 
m eaning o f the ed ito ria l fro m  which i t  is taken. “ The 
sta tem ent”  mentioned in the f irs t  line  o f the excerpt re ­
fe rred  to  the speech made on Oct. 19, 1942, by A d m ira l 
Em ory. S. Land o f the M a ritim e  Commission, who to ld  
a convention o f the Investm ent Bankers Association th a t 
he believed union “ organ izers ough t to  be shot a t sun­
rise .”  The “ A d m ira ls ”  m entioned in  the excerpt re fe rred  
to Land and A d m ira l Ben M oreell, ch ie f o f the U . S. 
Bureau o f Yards and Docks, who to ld  an A F L  ga the ring  
in Toron to  th a t the country could “ dam n w e ll live  w ith ­
o u t”  trade unions. Both these statem ents a ttrac ted  w ide­
spread opposition in  labor c irc les ; several unions called 
fo r  the d ism issal o f A d m ira l Land.

Labor Party Needed
( 2 2 )

IT  IS T IM E  TO BU ILD  AN IN D EPENDENT 
LABOR PARTY, an editorial Oct. 31, 1942, P. I.

” , . .The Democrats and Republicans are cam paigning on 
p ra c tica lly  iden tica l p latform s. Both parties are supporting  W a ll 
S treet’s w ar of w o rld  conquest; both are in  favo r of Roosevelt’s 
program  of un loading ttie  costs of the w ar onto the backs of the 
w o rk in g  class, both stand fo r tax in g  the poor and sparing the 
r ic h ; both defend the r ig h t of the corporations to make trem end­
ous p ro fits ; both are fo r ham string ing  the un ion movement. . .”

( 2 3 )

WORKERS AND TH E  SECOND IM P E R IA L IS T  W AR 
by James P. Cannon Oct. 31, 1942, P. 2-3.

. .When the U n ited States entered the w ar i t  ce rta in ly  was 
no surprise to us. I t  was no surprise to any grown-up person. OUr 
position on the war, as I  have rem arked before and as our resolu­
tion  says, was stated in  the M inneapolis t r ia l on the basis o f the 
program m atic documents th a t we had previously adopted. Our 
position today is the same. N ot on ly are we opposed to Am erican 
im peria lism  and consequently to its  w a r; we are also opposed to 
the theory tha t Am erican im p eria lism  is in v inc ib le  and w i l l  con­
quer the w orld  and live  a thousand years. We see the U n ited States 
driven  by contrad ictions. I t  is caught in  the hopeless decay of 
cap ita lism  as a w orld  system and is going down w ith  it .  The fo r­
m al e n try  of U. S. im peria lism  in to  the w ar is not an expression 
of its  strength, but of its  incurable malady.

“ They have day-dreams in  W ashington of Am erica rep lacing 
B r ita in  as master of the world , of po lic ing  the whole of th is  vast 
globe w ith  its  teem ing m illio n s  of people, of becoming the center 
of tr ib u te  and plunder to be extracted from  the to il o f a ll the 
peoples of the world . They dream, as th is  mad-man H it le r  dreams, 
of a thousand years o f w o rld  mastery. They w i l l  never realize 
th e ir  dream, and we w i l l  do our p a rt to see th a t th e ir  d is illu s io n ­
ment does not come too late. .

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : T h is  is an excerp t fro m  the 
stenographic record o f N a tion a l Secretary James P. Can-

(Continued on page 3)
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non’s repo rt to the Socia list W orkers P a rty  Tenth  N a­
tion a l Convention, Oct. 2, 1942.

( 24 )
HOW TO DETROY FASCISM ABROAD AND PREVENT 
IT  AT  HOME by George Breitman Oct. 31, 1942, P. 4.

. .There are numerous other policies which prove to us 
tha t th is  is not a genuine w a r to destroy fascism or extend demo­
cracy. To m ention but a few:

“ W hat k ind  of w ar to destroy fascism is it  when President 
Roosevelt openly extends a hand of friendsh ip  to the fascist 
butcher of Spain, Franco, and offers to help pu l the Spanish 
fascist regim e'^on its  feet econom ically?’ W hat k ind  of w a r fo r 
democracy is i t  tha t is led by Vargas, the b ru ta l d ic ta to r of B razil, 
whose record is just as bloody as H ft le r ’s? Are fascists cleansed 
o f th e ir  crim es when they are neutra l o r a llied  to the United 
States?

“ W hat k ind  of w a r fo r democracy is i t  when the Negro people 
arc J im  Crowed in in du s try  and in  the governm ent’s armed 
forces? The w orld  is revolted by H itle r 's  v ic ious persecution of 
m in o r ity  groups, but how much better is the ru lin g  class's tre a t­
m ent of the Negro m in o r ity  in  th is  country? How much be tte r is 
the theory o f ‘w h ite  supremacy’ than the theory of ‘A ryan 
su p e rio r ity ’ ? Is d isc rim in a tio n  against color any better than 
d isc rim in a tio n  against re lig ion?

“ W hat k ind  of w ar fo r democracy is it  tha t denies the Ind ian  
people the democratic r ig h t to ru le  themselves, a r ig h t the A m er­
ican people fought a revo lu tion  to obtain in  1776? I f  i t  is c r im in a l 
fo r  H it le r  to subject the people of Europe to his rule, is  i t  not 
equally c r im in a l fo r B r it is h  im peria lism  to subject In d ia  to its  
ru le  or fo r  United States im peria lism  to subject Puerto Rico to 
its  ru le?”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : T h is  was from  a rad io  address 
by the New Jersey candidate fo r  the  U . S. Senate, given 
Over S ta tion  W P A T  on Oct. 24, 1942.

Cannon’s Radio Speech
( 2 5 )

MOW TO PUT AN END TO IM P E R IA L IS T  W AR 
by James P. Cannon Nov. 7, 1942, P. 2.

“ . . .Net u n til the casualties are listed, and the maimed, the 
mutilated.- the shell-shocked and the b lind  come back home to 
fin ish  th e ir  lives in  wheel chairs and hospita ls— not u n t il m illio ns  
upon m illio n s  o f young men discharged from  the armed forces 
s ta rt h u n tin g  fo r jobs— w ill we feel the fu ll im pact of this; war.

“ . . .Not u n t il B ig  Business has bankrupted the nation, ru ined 
the economy, plunged the people in to  m ourn ing  and despair and 
commenced organ iz ing and financ ing  gangs of Am erican fascists 
to pu t an Am erican H it le r  in  power— not u n t il then w i l l  wc realize 
the fu l l  ho rro r of the im p e ria lis t w a r tha t has been th rus t upon 
us. . .”

E D IT O R ’S N O T E : T h is  was the th ird  address in the 
New Jersey election series and was delivered over S ta­
tion  W P A T  on Oct. 31, 1942. The issue o f The M il ita n t  
con ta in ing  th is  address was the f irs t  to be w ithhe ld  from  
the m ails by the Post O ffice, and was subsequently o r­
dered destroyed.

( 2 6 )
T A LK IN G  ABOUT STABS IN T H E  BACK
an editorial Nov. 14, 1942, P. 4.

. .We have often said tha t the character of a w ar cannot he 
determ ined by who s trikes the firs t blow o r by d ip lom atic  
maneuvers employed to prepare the firs t blow or by the in d ig na n t 
com pla ints of the na tion  th a t gets s truck  the firs t blow. For these 
are methods and argum ents used in terchangeably by a ll the im ­
pe ria lis ts  to serve th e ir  own reactionary interests.

“ We hope tha t the la test events w i l l  open the eyes of the 
w orkers and lead them to an exam ination of the real causes of 
im p e ria lis t w a r— the cap ita lis t system and the continuous s trug ­
gle fo r pro fits  w h ich i t  breeds among a ll cap ita lis t nations.”

( 2 7 )
TH E  EOUR FREEDOMS IN ALGERIA,
an editorial Nov. 21, 1942, P. 4.

“ Before conquering a te rr ito ry , the propagandists o f the 
‘U n ited N ations’ assure the people th a t they w il l  d rive  out the 
fasc is t oppressors and b rin g  tire blessings o f the Four Freedoms. 
A fte r  conquering a te rr ito ry , however, the app lica tion  o f the Four 
Freedoms is not on ly  shelved, hu t in  the case of A frica n  and Dar- 
lan, the fascists aren ’t even driven out.”

International Notes
B y B E T T Y  K U E H N

Representing nea rly  100 news­
papers th roughou t Ind ia , a stand­
ing com m itted o f the A ll- In d ia  
Newspaper E d ito rs  Conference 
decided on Jan. 6 to  suspend pub­
lica tion  fo r  one day, according to 
the Jan. 7 N . Y . T im es. The 
action was “ in  p ro tes t over the 
suppression o f ce rta in  develop­
ments connected w ith  in te rn a l 
po litics .”

* *  *

Somebody is w ro ng :
On Dec. 17, L in  Y u tang , C h i­

nese pu b lic is t a n d  un o ffic ia l 
spokesman fo r  Chungking, p ro ­
tested th a t China was no t being 
sent the  supplies prom ised by 
W ashing ton, th a t “ the m onth ly  
supplies now going in  are prob­
ab ly 1% o f the carriage  o f the 
B urm a road a t  its  peak.”

On Jan. 8, Roosevelt to ld  Con­
gress: “ Even today we are f l y ­
in g  as much lend-lease m a te ria l 
as ever traversed the B urm a 
road.”

A nd  Brooks A tk inso n , N . Y. 
T im es correspondent in  China, 
speaking o f the e ffec t o f the 
P resident’s speech stated in  a 
Jan, 9 dispatch fro m  C hungk ing: 

“ The tonnage o f w a r m ate ria ls  
now being flow n over the hump 
is  declared here to  he on ly  a 
fra c tio n  o f the lend-lease s tu f f  
delivered over the B urm a road 
when i t  was opera ting  a t its  m ax­
im um .”

D u rin g  the in te rm iss ion o f the 
M e tropo litan  Opera Company 
broadcast on Jan. 9, C. J. Harn- 
bro, president o f the N orw egian 
P a rliam e n t - in  - E x ile , expressed 
the uneasiness o f the sm all na­
tions over th e ir  fa te  in  the com­
in g  peace settlem ent. He declar­
ed:

“ The sm all nations fea r th a t 
the longer the w ar is go ing to 
last, the grea te r the r is k  o f the 
m oral issue being overshadowed 
by m il ita ry  and po litica l issues, 
and considerations of im m edia te 
expediency. . .

“ They cannot be b lind  to  the 
danger th a t the propaganda ma­
ch inery o f b ig  countries easily 
can call fo r th  ju s t those currents 
o f im peria lism  and na tiona l p re­
jud ice which cons titu te  the g ra v ­
est menace to a ju s t and d u r­
able peace. . .

“ They are no t passing th rough  
th is  furnace o f s u ffe r in g  to  be 
to ld by o ther governm ents w hat 
th e ir  fa te  sha ll be.”

* * #

The Soviet rad io  s ta tion , Slo- 
bodna, Y ugoslavia , t ra n s m itt in g  
fro m  T if l is ,  has ceased its  a t­
tacks on General M ikh a ilov itch , 
according to an A nka ra  dispatch 
in  the Jan. 9 N . Y . T im es. A re  
the  S ta lin is ts , who denounced 
M ikh a ilo v itch  as a Najsi agent, 
changing th e ir  line  again?

Post O ffice Wants To Ban ‘M ilita n t’
(Continued fro m  page 1)

In te rn a tio n a l Settlem ents. Commenting- on th is , 
we said:

“ In  sp ile  o f th e ir  cynical p a trio tic  fe rvo r, 
the cap ita lis t classes always continue to 
m a in ta in  p ro fita b le  contacts w ith  one an­
o ther across the ba ttle  lines w h ile m illions  of 
w orkers o f the contending countries die. . .”  
(E xce rp t 11, Oct, 11, 1942.)
Can the Post O ffice D epartm ent deny the t ru th  

o f th is  s ta tem ent? D idn ’t  the  D epartm ent o f 
Justice f in d  in te rn a tio n a l c a p ita lis t business re ­
la tionships so w idespread and so dam aging to 
the U. S. w a r p rogram  th a t i t  had to  b ring  sev­
era l o f the b iggest corpora tions (S tandard  O il, 
General E lec tric , etc.) to cou rt in  order to get 
them  to  discontinue some o f th e ir  U. S .-Nazi 
pa tent pools?

P la in  and S ifh p le  Facts
A no the r excerpt sta ted:

“ B ig  Business and its  governm ent agents 
have unleashed a wave o f governm ent p ro ­
paganda about ‘necessity fo r  sacrifice ’ and 
‘equa lity  o f sacrifice,’ calculated to  persuade 
the w o rk ing  people to  g ive up th e ir  social 
and economic gains won in  the la s t ten years 
o f s trugg le . How frau d u le n t th is  ta lk  about 
‘equa lity  o f sacrifice ’ is can be shown by the

fa c t th a t the em ployers w an t the w orkers to  
get along on the s ta rva tio n  standards o f 
1932 w hile B ig  Business makes p ro fits  b ig ­
ger than i t  made in  1929.”  (E xce rp t 18, Oct. 
24, 1942.)
Is th a t true  oh fa lse?  Does the Post O ffice 

c la im  th a t there is “ equa lity  o f sacrifice ”  in  th is  
coun try  today when w o rkers ’ wages are frozen 
and B ig  Business p ro fits  are h igh e r than in  the 
boom year o f 1929? D idn ’t  Leon Henderson 
h im se lf say th a t l iv in g  standards j n  lis t  and would 
be reduced to the 1932 levels by 1943?

As a paper t r y in g  to  w in  the masses to  support 
o f the socia lis t program , The M il ita n t  has con­
s is ten tly  exposed the tru e  ro le  o f B ig  Business. 
B u t no paper can hope to  convince anyone o f the 
correctness o f its  views unless i t  proves the t ru th  
o f w hatever charges i t  makes. The M il ita n t  has 
the re fo re  on thousands o f occasions backed up 
its  charges w ith  uncontestable facts, quotations 
fro m  governm ent spokesmen and documents, cap­
ita l is t  and lib e ra l papers, etc. N e ithe r the  Post 
O ffice nor anyone else has a ttem pted to  demon­
s tra te  the fa ls ity  o f a sing le  one o f our charges 
aga inst B ig  Business.

T H E  C O N C LU S IO N  IS  IN E S C A P A B L E : T H E  
POST O F F IC E  IS  SUPPR ESSING  US N O T B E ­
C A U S E  W E  P R IN T  F A L S E  REPORTS, B U T  
B E C A U S E  W E  T E L L  T H E  T H E  T R U T H !

2. Our Criticisms Of Administration
Policies

The second o f the three categories o f excerpts 
c ited by the Post O ffice deals w ith  ou r c ritic ism s 
o f the a d m in is tra tio n ’s policies a t home and 
abroad.

The M il ita n t  has a lw ays held the soc ia lis t v iew  
th a t a ll ca p ita lis t governm ents fun c tion  as p ro ­
tectors o f w ha t they  consider the best in te rests 
o f B ig  Business, and th a t th e ir  le g is la tio n  and 
ad m in is tra tio n  genera lly  fa v o r the economic in ­
terests o f B ig  Business as aga inst the economiq 
in te rests o f the masses. W e have been able to 
PRO VE the t ru th  o f th is  v iew  in  ou r a rtic les  
about the governm ent’s economic policies.

The Post O ffice ev iden tly  objects to  ou r c r i t i ­
cisms on th is  score, fo r  i t  cites several excerpts 
dealing w ith  th is  question as reasons w hy The 
M il ita n t should be suppressed. (E xcerp ts  3, 4, 8, 
9, etc.)

These a rtic les  —  no t m ere ly  the excerpts fro m  
them  —  showed th a t wage freez ing  benefits 
the em ployers and penalizes the w o rkers ; th a t 
the new ta x  le g is la tio n  cuts down the liv in g  
standards o f the w orkers  bu t leaves B ig  B usi­
ness w ith  trem endous p ro fits ;  th a t price ceilings 
are punctured by governm ent o ffic ia ls  in  the in ­
terests o f m a in ta in in g  p riva te  p ro fits ; th a t ra ­
tio n in g  can no t insure a ju s t and equitable dis­
tr ib u tio n  o f food and o the r necessities unless 
i t  is adm in istered by  mass com m ittees o f unions,, 
w o rk in g  fa rm ers , housewives and sm all re ta ile rs .

IF  A N Y  O TH E R  E V ID E N C E  W E R E  N E E D ­
ED TO SHOW  T H A T  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T ’S 
EC O N O M IC  P O L IC IE S  F U N C T IO N  IN  T H E  
IN T E R E S T S  O F B IG  B U S IN E S S , W E  NO W  
H A V E  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  G O V E R N M E N T  O F­
F IC IA L S  W A N T  TO SUPRESS T H IS  P A P E R  
FO R  T E L L IN G  T H E  T R U T H  A B O U T  T H E  
R O LE OF B IG  B U S IN E S S  A N D  U R G IN G  T H E  
M ASSES TO O R G A N IZ E  TO P U T  A N  E N D  
TO W A R  P R O F IT E E R IN G .

W hat K in d  o f  W ar fo r  D em ocracy?
Being a consistent defender o f dem ocratic r ig h ts  

a t home and abroad, The M il ita n t  has also se­
vere ly  c ritic ized  the d iffe rence between the ad­
m in is tra tio n ’s m any fine-sound ing speeches on 
th is  question and its  actua l practices. Th is is an­
o ther “ crim e”  adduced aga inst us by the  Post 
O ffice. Here are some examples cited by au­
tho ritie s .

Before the invasion o f N o rth  A fr ic a , an a rtic le  
in  The M il ita n t— note the t i t le :  “ How to  Destroy 
Fascism Abroad and P revent I t  a t Home” —  
raised the fo llo w in g  questions:

“ W hat k ind o f w a r to  destroy fascism is i t  
when President Roosevelt openly extends a 
hand o f friendsh ip  to  the fasc is t butcher o f 
Spain, Franco, and o ffe rs  to  help p u t the 
Spanish fasc is t reg im e ‘on its  fee t economic­
a l ly ? ’ W hat k ind  o f w a r fo r  democracy is i t  
th a t is led by Vargas, the b ru ta l d ic ta to r of 
B raz il, whose record is ju s t as bloody as H i t ­
le r ’s? A re  fascists cleansed o f th e ir  crim es 
when they are ne u tra l o r a llied to  the U n ited  
States?

“ W hat k ind o f w a r fo r  democracy is i t  
when the Negro people are J im  Crowed in  
in d u s try  and in  the governm ent’s armed fo r ­
ces? The w o rld  is revo lted by H it le r ’s v ic i­
ous persecution o f m in o rity  groups, bu t how 
much be tte r is the ru lin g  class’s trea tm e n t o f 
the N egro m in o rity  in  th is  coun try?  How  
much be tte r is the theory  o f ‘w h ite  supre­
m acy’ than the theory  o f ‘A ry a n  superio r­
i t y ? ’ Is d isc rim ina tion  aga inst color any be t­
te r than d isc rim in a tio n  against re lig ion?

“ W hat k ind o f w a r fo r  democracy is i t  
tha t denies the Ind ian people the dem ocratic 
r ig h t to ru le  themselves, a r ig h t the A m er­
ican people fough t a revo lu tion  to  obta in  in 
1776? I f  i t  is c r im in a l fo r  H it le r  to subject 
the people o f Europe to  his ru le , is  i t  no t 
equa lly c r im in a l fo r  B r it is h  im peria lism  to  
subject Ind ia  to  its  ru le  o r fo r  U n ited  States 
im peria lism  to  subject P uerto  Rico to  its  
ru le ? ”  (E xce rp t 24, Oct. 31, 1942.)

And three weeks la te r The M il ita n t commented 
as fo llow s on the deal w ith  D arlan  th a t aroused 
so much resentm ent in the U . S. and B r ita in :

“ Before conquering a te r r ito ry , the  propa­
gandists o f the ‘U n ited  N a tions ’ assure the 
people th a t they w il l  drive  ou t the fasc is t 
oppressors and b rin g  the blessings o f the 
F our Freedoms. A f te r  conquering a te r r ito ry , 
however, the app lica tion  o f the  F our 
Freedoms is not on ly  shelved, but. in  the case 
o f A fr ic a  and Darlan , the fascists aren’ t  even 
d riven  out.”  (E xce rp t 27, Nov. 21, 1942.) 

S im ila r ly  The M il ita n t  has called a tte n tio n  to 
A d m ira l Land ’s s tatem ent th a t un ion “ organizers 
ought to be shot a t sunrise”  (E xce rp t 21, Oct. 24, 
1942) and other an ti- la b o r statem ents o f govern­
m ent o ffic ia ls .

W H A T  K IN D  OF W A R  FO R  D E M O C R A C Y  
IS  T H IS ?  T H E  M IL IT A N T  ASKS. A N D  
W A S H IN G T O N  R E P L IE S : W E ’L L  SHOW  Y O U  
W H A T  K IN D  OF W A R  FO R  D E M O C R A C Y  IT  
IS — B Y  SU PPR ESSIN G  Y O U  FO R  A S K IN G !

3. Our Analysis Of The Character
Of The War

Discussions o f the character o f the w a r make 
up the th ird  category o f excerpts considered ob­
jectionable by the Post Office. The m ost im ­
p o rta n t o f these are E xce rp t 2, an a rtic le  by 
A lb e rt Goldman, and Excerp ts 12-17, fro m  the 
m ain reso lu tion  adopted by the Tenth  N a tion a l 
Convention o f the S ocia lis t W orkers  P a rty , p r in t ­
ed in  the Oct. 17, 1942 M il ita n t .

The a rtic le  by Goldman, wh ich by  now is qu ite  
fam ous, was o r ig in a lly  p rin ted  in  the M arch 29, 
1941 issue o f The M il ita n t ,  a t a tim e  when Gold­
man was one o f the ed itors o f th is  paper. The 
purpose o f the a rtic le , w r itte n  in  question-and- 
answer fo rm , was to  c lear up a num ber o f m iscon­
ceptions concerning the M a rx is t a tt itu d e  to im ­
p e ria lis t w a r. I t  la te r played an im p o rta n t p a rt 
in  the fam ous M inneapolis t r ia l  o f the 28 Social­
is t  W orkers  P a rty  and Local 544-CIO leaders. 
In  response to numerous requests o f new read­
ers about the t r ia l ,  The M il ita n t  rep rin ted  i t  on 
Jan. 3, 1942.

Because i t  gives a ve ry  c lear answer to  the 
question o f The M il ita n t ’s a ttitu d e  to  the w a r, 
and because the postal au tho rities  have ve ry  
de libe ra te ly  excerpted o n ly  those sections w h ich  
m ig h t be use fu l as “ p ro o f”  th a t  the a rtic le  
vio lates the Espionage A c t, we here quote the 
f irs t  p a rt o f the  a rtic le , p r in t in g  the pa rts  quoted 
by the Post O ffice in  cap ita ls :

Questions: W hen you say th a t th is  is an 
im p e ria lis t w a r both on the side o f B r ita in  
and Germ any do you mean to  say th a t you 
don’t  care who w ins and that, you contem­
plate the v ic to ry  o f H it le r  w ith o u t be ing 
d isturbed by it?

“ A nsw er: I t  means no th in g  o f the k ind .

W H E N  W E  C H A R A C T E R IZ E  T H E  W A R  
AS IM P E R IA L IS T , and say th a t a ll o f the 
im p e ria lis t countries involved are fig h tin g  
fo r  th e ir  im p e ria lis t in te rests and no t fo r  o r 
against democracy, W E  thereby s im p ly  IN ­
D IC A T E  T H A T  IT  IS  IM P E R M IS S IB L E  
FOR US AS R E V O L U T IO N IS T S  TO S U P ­
PO RT E IT H E R  S ID E .
“ Q uestion: B u t then i t  means, does i t  not, 
th a t you are w ill in g  to  s it  back and p e rm it 
H it le r  to  conquer B r ita in  and the U n ited  
States?

“ A nsw er: No, i t  does not. I t  s im p ly  means 
th a t O UR T A S K  IN  T H IS  W A R  IS D IF ­
F E R E N T  FROM  T H E  T A S K  OF T H E  IM ­
P E R IA L IS T S . T H E Y  W A N T  TO D E F E A T  
T H E IR  R IV A L  TO PRO TECT T H E IR  IM ­
P E R IA L IS T  IN T E R E S T S . W E  C A N N O T  
A N D  M U S T  N O T  SUPPO RT T H E M  IN  
SUCH A  T A S K . O UR T A S K  IS  TO OR­
G A N IZ E  T H E  W O R K IN G  CLASS FO R T H E  
PURPO SE OF T A K IN G  O V E R  P O W ER  
A N D  T R A N S F O R M IN G  T H IS  W A R  IN T O  
A  R E A L  W A R  FO R  D E M O C R A C Y .”

W hat the  Post O ffic e  O m itte d
These paragraphs read ve ry  d iffe re n tly , when 

read as a whole, than  the excerpt o f the Post 
Office. B u t an even m ore im p o rta n t p a rt o f the 
a rtic le  was no t quoted a t a ll by  the  Post Office. 
I t  read as fo llow s :

“ Question: B u t are you no t he lp ing H it le r  
w in  by not suppo rting  the w ar?

“ A nsw er: N o t in  the least. A l l  th a t we are 
doing now is educating the  w orkers to  our 
p o in t o f v iew . We are te ll in g  them  the t ru th

as lo  (he character o f the y a r  and w hat to 
do to  w in  the w a r aga inst a ll the cap ita lis ts . 
Both our members and the w orkers whom we 
in fluence m ust go to  w a r and do w hat they 
are to ld  by the ru le rs  o f th is  country . So long 
as we do not have a m a jo r ity  behind us we 
are in no position to  do an y th in g  except obey 
orders. I t  is  tru e  th a t we do not assume 
respons ib ility  fo r  th is  w ar in  any way w h a t­
ever, but to  d raw  from  th a t fa c t the con­
clusion th a t we thereby he lp H it le r  w in , 
lacks logic and common sense.”

. .The Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty  convention reso lu­
tion  (ve ry  sm all sections o f wh ich are used fo r  
Excerp ts 12-17) re fe rs  to  another document, 
p rin ted  in fu l l  in  The M il ita n t  o f Feb. 7, 1942. 
E n title d  “ A  S tatem ent on the W a r,”  by James 
P. Cannon, N a tion a l Secretary o f the S.W.P., i t  
declared in p a r t:

“ O ur program  against H itle r is m  and fo r  a 
W orkers ’ and F arm ers ’ Governm ent is today 
the program  o f on ly a sm all m in o rity . The

great m a jo r ity  ac tive ly  o r passively sup­
po rts  the w ar program  o f the Roosevelt ad­
m in is tra tio n . As a m in o r ity  we m ust subm it 
to  th a t m a jo r ity  in  action. We do no t 
sabotage the w ar o r obstruct the m il ita ry  
forces in  any way. The T ro tsky is ts  go w ith  
th e ir  generation in to  the armed forces. W e 
abide by the decisions o f the m a jo rity . B u t 
we re ta in  our op in ions and ins is t on our r ig h t  
to express them .”

W H E N  T H E  POST O F F IC E  A N D  
JU S T IC E  D E P A R T M E N T  S E A R C H E D  
TH R O U G H  O UR P A P E R  FO R  “ S U I­
T A B L E ”  E XC ER PTS , T H E Y  U N D O U B ­
T E D L Y  C A M E  ACROSS T H E S E  K E Y  
Q U O T A T IO N S  W H IC H  T H E Y  “ IG N O R E D .”  
T H A T  IS  W H Y  W E  C A N  O N LY  D E S IG ­
N A T E  AS F R A M E U P S  A L L  A T T E M P T S  
TO ACC USE US O F T R Y IN G  TO  IN T E R ­
F E R E  W IT H  T H E  A R M E D  FORCES OR 
TO  C A U S E  IN S U B O R D IN A T IO N  OR TO 
V IO L A T E  T H E  E S P IO N A G E  A C T IN  A N Y  
O TH E R  W A Y .

The Reason For The Suppression
B u t— some people m ay ask—  i f  The M il ita n t  is 

g u ilty  o f nothing' bu t te ll in g  the t ru th  and ex­
pressing its  opinions; and i f  the a d m in is tra tion  
knows th is , w hy  does i t  w a n t to  suppress th is  
paper? Is  i t  no t true  th a t o ther papers, in  no w ay 
sha ring  the views o f the  T ro ts k y is t movement, 
also te ll the t ru th  on occasion? H aven’t  m any 
libe ra ls , shocked and d is illusioned by the recent 
deals w ith  D a rlan  and O tto  von H apsburg, also 
expressed some opin ions th a t sound a g re a t deal 
like  those o f The M ilita n t?

Yes, bu t the re  are ce rta in  differences. The 
M il ita n t  fo llow s a consistent and aggressive line ; 
i t  is no t taken in , as the libe ra ls  are, by decep­
tiv e  promises. F urthe rm ore , The M il ita n t  does 
no t confine its e lf  to analysis and c r it ic is m — it  
fo llow s up th a t analysis by p resen ting  and ad­
voca ting  the T ro ts k y is t program . I t  takes its  own 
words seriously, and i t  calls on the masses to  
organize to im prove th e ir  conditions and safe­
guard th e ir  r ig h ts .

The M il ita n t  no t on ly  disagrees w ith  the gov­
ernm ent’s methods fo r  price f ix in g  and ra tio n in g , 
bu t i t  proposes methods w h ich  can re a lly  solve 
these problem s in  the in te rests o f the masses. 
W e no t on ly dem onstrate th a t the  Dem ocratic 
and Republican P arties  are ind is tingu ishab le  on 
a ll m a jo r questions, b u t we advocate th a t the 
union movement create an Independent Labor 
P a rty  to  oppose them. W e no t on ly  f ig h t v ig o r­
ously aga inst a ll fo rm s o f J im  Crowism  wherever 
they  ex is t, b u t we call on the advanced Negroes 
to jo in  the revo lu tio n a ry  movem ent because “ the 
ca p ita lis t class does not in tend to  g ra n t equa lity  
to  the Negroes.”  (E xce rp t 10.) F o r these reasons 
reaction s trikes  f irs t -a t  The M il ita n t.

A New W ave o f  R eaction
B u t th a t does no t mean th a t on ly  The M ilita n t 

w i l l  be a ffected by a Post O ffice gag. A lready  
the de live ry  o f tw o  o ther papers, F o u rth  In te r ­
na tiona l and Labor A c tion , is  be ing in te rfe re d  
w ith  on orders fro m  W ashington. Num erous 
o ther labor and lib e ra l jo u rn a ls— the New Leader, 
the New Republic, the N a tion , the Reading Labor 
Advocate, the Ca ll, etc.— have expressed the fe a r 
th a t the a tta ck  on The M il ita n t  is o n ly  the  f irs t  
step tow ard  the rep e titio n  o f the k ind  o f Post 
O ffice suppressions th a t destroyed scores o f 
papers in the F irs t  W orld  W ar. A nd the Postal 
au tho ritie s  themselves would p robab ly  be the 
f irs t  to adm it th a t they in tend to go a f te r  a l l  
papers th a t c a rry  the k ind  o f m a te ria l considered 
“ ob jectionable”  in  The M ilita n t.

The fa c t is th a t a new wave o f reaction  go t 
under w ay in the “ democracies”  s im ultaneously 
w ith  the launch ing o f the N o rth  A fr ic a n  invasion.

In  B r ita in , fo r  exam ple, th is  was expressed im ­
m ed ia te ly  in  C h u rc h ill’s s ta tem ent to  the  w o rld  
th a t he does no t in tend to  preside over the 
liqu ida tion  o f the B r it is h  E m pire , th a t is, he does 
no t in tend to  g ra n t • freedom  to  In d ia  and the  
o ther colonies. In  the U n ited  States i t  was ex­
pressed by the opening o f an a tta ck  on the  
freedom  o f the press.

The libe ra ls  used to  te ll us th a t w a r necessarily 
b rings re s tr ic tio n s  on the  people’s dem ocratic 
r ig h ts , bu t th a t we needn’t  w o rry  because the 
closer the U n ited  States go t to  v ic to ry  in  the 
w a r, the more o f these re s tr ic tio n s  would be 
w ith d ra w n . The ve ry  opposite is now ta k in g  
place. The closer the a d m in is tra tion  gets to v ic ­
to ry , the more a rro g a n t i t  becomes tow a rd  the  
labo r movement. M oreover, a f te r  the w a r ca p ita l­
ism  w i l l  prove a t least as bankru p t as i t  was 
before the w a r to  solve the problem s fa c in g  
hum an ity . U nable to  solve these problem s them ­
selves, the reactionaries hope to  keep the  masses 
fro m  ta k in g  the road to  socialism  by suppressing 
and e lim in a tin g  o r in tim id a t in g  in to  silence a ll 
papers and groups whose p rog ram  m ig h t m eet a 
response fro m  the w a r-w ea ry , ca p ita lis t-w e a ry  
masses.

A T h re a t to  A l l  L a b o r
I f  The M il ita n t  can be suppressed fo r  te ll in g  

the tru th  about B ig  Business, so can o ther papers. 
I f  The M il ita n t  can be suppressed fo r  c r it ic iz in g  
domestic and fo re ig n  policies o f the a d m in is tra ­
tion , no o ther non-adm in is tra tion  group is safe. 
I f  The M il ita n t  can be suppressed fo r  sc ien tific ­
a l ly  an a lys ing  the cha racter o f the w a r and fo r  
p resen ting  a w o rk in g  class p rogram , then 
fascism  in the U n ited  States w i l l  have won a new 
v ic to ry .

F o r these reasons we say: The f ig h t to  preserve 
The M il i ta n t ’s second-class m a ilin g  r ig h ts  is the 
f ig h t o f the whole labo r movem ent, o f a ll who 
re a lly  w a n t to  f ig h t fascism . The Post O ffice 
le tte r  n o t ify in g  us o f the Jan. 21 hearing  con­
cluded w ith  a pa rag raph k in d ly  in fo rm in g  us 
th a t i f  we did  no t w ish to  appear, i t  would be 
qu ite  a ll r ig h t  and the Postm aster-G enera l would 
proceed w ith  the 'revocation o f ou r second-class 
r ig h ts .

The Post O ffice has a lready been in fo rm ed th a t 
The M il ita n t  w i l l  be represented a t the hearing  
by  A lb e rt Goldman, its  a tto rney . Those who are 
acquainted w ith  The M il ita n t ’s polic ies already, 
know  th a t we w i l l  f ig h t v ig o ro us ly  in  defense o f 
ou r r ig h ts . O ur readers and subscribers can help 
us in th is  f ig h t by extending financ ia l support 
and by g iv in g  the w idest possible p u b lic ity  to 
the issues involved in  th is  case.
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To defend the USSR as 

the main fo rtress  o f the  

w orld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

peria lism  and o f in te rna l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta ry  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  gove rn m e n t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  trade  u n ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
un ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  become 
o ffic e rs .

2 . T ra d e  u n io n  wages f o r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3. F u ll e q u a lity  fo r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces  and the  w ar in d u s tr ie s— D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w ar p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rk e rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the 
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards against v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7 . A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on 
the  T ra d e  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’  G ove rn ­
m en t.

9 . D e fend  the  S ovie t U n io n  against im ­
p e r ia lis t a ttack.

The Facts O n China
One pa rt of the reso lu tion adopted by the Socia list 

W orkers P arty  na tiona l convention last October read 
as fo llow s:

"T he  w ar o f China fo r  na tiona l independence 
aga inst the Japanese im p e ria lis ts  m ust likew ise he 
a rden tly  supported by every honest w orker, above a ll 
by the w orkers o f China whose fa te  is bound up w ith  
the s trugg le  fo r  the independence o f the country . 
T h a t China is compelled by practica l considerations 
to  enter in to  alliances w ith  im p e ria lis t a llies can 
present grave dangers fo r  the fu tu re  bu t does not 
a lte r the fundam enta l character o f China's s trugg le  
today. The designs o f A ng lo -A m erican  im peria lism  
to  subord inate g re a t China to th e ir  own preda to ry 
s tru g g le  arc a long way from  rea liza tion . . .”

O m ittin g  the f irs t sentence in  th a t paragraph, the 
Post Office adduces the rest as one of its  excerpts to 
ju s t i fy  the suppression o f The M ilita n t.

Three days a fte r The M i l i ta n t  was notified tha t th is  
excerpt was considered “ objectionable,”  the Chicago 
D a i ly  News, a paper contro lled by Secretary of the 
Navy Knox, ran a column by Howard V incen t O 'Brien 
discussing the U. S. governm ent's a ttitu d e  toward 
China. A fte r  c it in g  two technica l reasons why the ad­
m in is tra tio n  has fa iled “ to give adequate support to 
the Chinese," O’B rien declares:

“ There is a th ird  reason —  shadowy and explosive: 
so delicate th a t i t  is  dangerous to  explore i t .  T h is  
reason is best expressed by a question, nam ely : How 
v ic to rious  do we w ant China to be?

“ M r. C h urch ill has declared th a t he has no in te n ­
t io n  o f liq u id a tin g  the B r it is h  E m pire . And Queen 
W ilh e lm ina  has ce rta in ly  no t suggested any liq u id a ­
tio n  o f the Dutch E m pire . B u t i f  China conquers Jap­
an, is i t  lik e ly  th a t Hong K ong and S ingapore and 
the East Ind ies w il l  be restored to  th e ir  fo rm e r ow n­
ers? Is  i t  lik e ly  th a t Ind ia  w ill continue resigned 
to  having its  destiny determ ined on D ow ning S tree t; 
o r th a t Indo-China w il l  continue to  take orders from  
the Quai d ’Orsay?

“ The sim ple fa c t is th a t a v ic to rious China, like  
a v ic to rious Russia, w il l present im peria lism s —  in ­
c lud ing  ours —  w ith  some em barrassing problems.

“ F rom  our standpo in t, i t  is a nice th in g  to  have 
China help us to  quell Japanese im peria lism . I t  is 
probable, however, tha t the Chinese have no in te n ­
tion  o f free ing  themselves from  one yoke, on ly to 
assume another. .

The diffe rence between 'J’hc M i l i ta n t  and the Chicago 
D a i ly  Neus  is  tha t we urge the masses to organize to 
do som ething about these questions. B u t th a t doesn’t  
a lte r the fact th a t the Post Office wants to suppress 
The M i l i ta n t  fo r  p r in t in g  FACTS w hich even Navy 
Secretary Knox's paper has to p r in t.

Carlo Tresca Assassinated
(Continued fro m  page 1)

detailed biographies showing the 
fascist connections of Pope’s v a r i­
ous ed itors and associates. "H e is 
a fasc is t to the core and La- 
G uardia knows i t , "  declared 
Tresca.

Such fascists m asquerading as 
tu rncoats and being accepted as 
such by U . S. au tho rities  in te r­
ested Tresca in the la s t year 
more than the obvious agents of 
M ussolin i who, once the country 
entered the w ar, belatedly became 
the objects o f a tten tion  by the 
S tate D epartm ent and the De­
pa rtm en t o f Justice.

LA B O R  HONORS H IM

On his s ix tie th  b irth da y  and the 
fo rtie th  ann iversary of his work 
in  the labor movement. Carlo 
Tresca was tendered a banquet on 
A p r il 14, 1939, by a com m ittee of 
sponsors whose names indica te 
bow un ive rsa lly  loved ho was in 
the labor movement and by 
libera ls.

The com m ittee included trade 
un ion leaders lik e  L u ig i A n to n in i, 
Socialists lik e  Norm an Thomas 
and Adolph Held, T ro tsky is ts  like  
A lb e rt Goldman, anarchists, au­
thors and editors like  John Dewey, 
John Dos Passos and Oswald 
G arrison V illa rd  — a ll tendencies 
indeed, except one: the S talin ists.

A N T I-S T A L IN IS T  B A T T L E S

Carlo Tresca’s heroic s trugg les 
against the S ta lin is t-G P U  fram e- 
ups and assassinations constitu te  
perhaps the most g lo rious page 
in  his b iography. I t  was re la tive ­
ly  easy and popu lar to  f ig h t  
against M usso lin i’s open and 
masked agents. I t  took fa r  more 
courage to  stand up against the 
GPU.

Tresca was one of the firs t in  
th is  country to expose the S ta lin ­
ist m urder gangs who assassinated 
anarch ist, T ro tsky is t and Socialist 
leaders in  Spain. One of the more 
notable cases w h ich  Tresca pub­
licized was tha t of the m urder in 
Barcelona of his fr ie n d  and 
comrade, the noted Ita lia n  anarch­
is t Cam illo B erneri; Tresca 
charged that, the C.PU agent, the 
Am erican George M ink, had led 
th a t m urder gang.

The Am erican Committee fo r the 
Defense o f Leon T ro ts k y  found 
in  Tresca one of its  leading and 
most active figures. He was t ire ­
less in  its  great w ork  of exposing 
the Moscow T ria ls  as frameups. 
When T ro tsky  was assassinated in 
August 1940, Tresca branded 
S ta lin  as the m urderer.

Perhaps the hardest b low  th a t 
Tresca dea lt the GPU was in the 
abortive  Robinson-Rubcns t r ia l  o f 
1938-1939.

T h is  couple, “ arrested”  in  Mos­
cow at the end of 1937, were 
obviously being groomed fo r s t i l l  
another Moscow T r ia l directed 
especially a t th is  country : i t  was 
to "p rove" connections between 
Am erican T ro tsky is ts  and Nazis 
and serve to w h ip  up a w ar s p ir it  
— the K re m lin  was then s t i l l  w ith  
the "democracies.”

EXP O S E D  P O Y N TZ 
K ID N A P P IN G

F ortuna te ly  Tresca knew one of 
the key figures who was being 
prepared in  Moscow fo r th is  t r ia l:  
J u lie t S tua rt Poyntz, fo rm erly  a 
leader of the Com m unist Party , 
who in  1934 was w ith d ra w n  from  
pub lic  w ork and transfe rred to the 
GPU. In  May 1937 she bad con­
fided in  Tresca —  a fr ien d  of 
tw en ty  years —  th a t she was 
disgusted w ith  S ta lin ism . Some­
tim e a fte r tha t she disappeared 
and Tresca became suspicious and 
investigated.

He made his conclusions pub­
lic  in a s ta tem ent to  the press 
on February 14, 1938 charg ing 
tha t M iss Poyntz had been ab­
ducted to Russia by the GPU.

By th a t tim e i t  had already 
come out tha t Robinson-Rubens 
bad gone to Russia on forged 
passports. Tresca feared that, the 
m in o r deta il of the passports 
would be the sole one investigated 
and th a t the fa r  more sign ificant 
aspects of the Poyntz-Robinson- 
Itubens s itua tion  would be glossed 
over. Hence he declared in  his 
statem ent:

“ We are no t dealing w ith  a 
p e tty  passport fraud , bu t w ith  
a conspiracy o rig in a tin g  in  Mos­
cow, in which tha t passport 
fraud  is a mere lin k . The object 
is the s tag ing  o f a Moscow fram e- 
up t r ia l designed to s tim u la te  
w ar feve r here th rough  a spy 
scare and thus drive  th is  country 
tow ard  w ar fo r  S ta lin ’s benefit.

“ We arc going to gel to the 
bottom  of the Robinson-Rubens- 
Poyntz-GPU case and expose the 
war-m ongering conspirators and 
th e ir  master in  the K re m lin ."

S T A L IN IS T S  C A L L E D  
H IM  SPY

P anic-stricken by Tresca’s rev­
elations, the S ta lin is t D a ily  
W o rke r denounced him as a Jap­
anese-Fascist spy.

In  the subsequent federal grand 
ju r y  investiga tion  o f the passport 
fraud. Tresca was subpoenaed and 
was reported to have pressed fo r

a w ider investiga tion , including!*) 
the Poyntz kidnapping. He was ! 
reported to have named 15 w it ­
nesses whom the grand ju ry  could 
question on th is  score.

S ho rtly  a fte rw ard , three men— | 
Ossip Garber, A r th u r  Sharfin and 
Edw ard B la tt— were indicted fo r 
having secured the false passports 
fo r  Robinson-Rubens.

Tresca jo ined w ith  others in 
estab lish ing pub lic ly  th a t the 
three men indicted had S ta lin is t 
connections, and th is  exposure 
was undoubtedly the fina l blow 
which forced the K re m lin  to 
abandon the preparations fo r 
the Robinson - Rubens - Poyntz 
tr ia l.

Those ind ic ted fo r the passport 
fraud were tr ied  and convicted in  
New Y ork  in  1939 in  a tr ia l in  
w h ich— th is  was s t i l l  before the 
S ta lin -H itle r pact— no m ention 
was made o f the S ta lin is t connec­
tions of those convicted.

S T IL L  F O U G H T  S T A L IN IS T S

Tresca never made his peace 
w ith  the S ta lin is ts . H is  personal 
in fluence was the m ain  cause re ­
sponsible fo r  keeping the S ta lin ­
is ts  from  ga in ing  ascendancy in 
the  Mazzlini Society and o ther 
Ita lia n  an ti-fa sc is t o rgan izations 
a fte r  P earl H arbor.

In  p ra c tica lly  a ll other fields the 
S ta lin is ts  were able to establish 
“ u n ity ”  o r close co llabora tion  w ith  
trade union o ffic ia ls  and libe ra ls  
who had fought the S ta lin is ts  du r­
ing  the S ta lin -H itle r pact. B u t in 
the Ita lian -A m erican  organizalions 
and trade unions —  notably the 
Ita lia n  locals of the Ladies Gar­
m ent W orkers Union —  Tresca’s 
in fluence was successful in  keep­
in g  them from  the treacherous 
embrace of the S ta lin is ts .

H is  la test clashes w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts  came in  connection w ith  
the M inneapolis “ sed ition”  t r ia l 
and ll io  actions of the Post Of­
fice Departm ent against The M i l i ­
tan t  and F our th  In ternat ional.  As 
always. Tresca stood w ith  the 
w orkers against the cap ita lis t 
repression, and excoriated the 
S ta lin is ts  fo r  th e ir  support of the 
prosecution.

In  a ll his batlles, Tresca fought 
w ith  im placable courage, no less 
so in  the las t tw en ty  years of the 
sedentary life  of an ed ito r than, 
in  ea rlie r years, as the great 
s tr ik e  leader o f the Ita lian-speak­
in g  workers in  the Paterson and 
Lawrence te x tile  m ills  and the 
iro n  m iners of the Mesabi range 
in  Minnesota.

G O V E R N M E N T  F R A M E U P

I f  he m ig h t s t i l l  have had any 
illus ions  tha t the “ dem ocratic” 
governm ent would help the w o rk ­
ers against fascists, he was taught 
bette r in  1923 when he was 
arrested and im prisoned by the. 
federal government. Ostensibly he 
was found g u ilty  of pub lish ing  a 
two-line advertisem ent fo r  b ir th  
contro l.

Tresca charged, however, tha t 
he had been prosecuted a t the in ­
s tiga tion  of the Ita lia n  Ambas­
sador fo r his anti-fasc is t ac­
tiv it ie s .

A  defense movement, organized 
by trade unions and libera ls, 
fough t Tresca’s convic tion  and 
created such a public ou tcry  tha t 
President Coolidge fe lt i t  neces­
sary to in tervene and release 
Tresca a fte r he had served fou r 
months.

Subsequently M axw ell S. Mat- 
tuck, the federal prosecutor, ad­
m itted  th a t the case had been 
in it ia te d  a t the in s tiga tion  of 
M usso lin i’s Ambassador. That was 
the 36th tim e th a t Carlo had been 
arrested, on charges inc lud ing  
sed ition and inc item en t to r io t.

Chicago Area H it By 
High Prices, Less Food

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs

By JO SEPH K E L L E R

CHICAGO, Jan. 11— ''Hog- 
Butcher of the W orld !” —that | 
was how the poet, Carl Sand­
burg, once described t h i s  
tremendous meat-packing cen­
ter. But today, tens of thou­
sands of packinghouse workers 
—working a 12-hour day, 72- 
hour week—and hundreds of 
thousands in the other booming 
war industries, find it increas­
ingly d ifficult to get any decent 
meat at all, except at pheno­
menal prices.

B u t le r  is scarcely obtainable 
in  the poorer w o rk in g  class 
d is tr ic ts . They w i l l  se ll you a 
qu a rte r o r a h a lf pound o f 
adulte rated b filk  bu tte r, the poor­
est grade, fo r  60 to 70 cents a 
pound. “ When I  took i t  home and 
squeezed the w a te r ou t o f it ,  my 
h a lf pound shrank to  about a 
quarte r pound,”  one Buick w o rk ­
er's  w ife  to ld me.

M IL K  PR IC E  R ISES—
C R EAM  D IM IN IS H E S

M ilk , fo rm e rly  tw o  quarts  fo r  
25 cents, was boosted last week 
to 15 cents a qu a rt by OPA 
order —  and i t  keeps g e ttin g  
th in n e r and th in n e r as more o f 
the precious b u tte r fa t  and 
c r e a m  is skimmed o ff.  In  
one neighborhood, where there is 
an over-supply o f babies, canned 
m ilk  is unobtainable, as one 
young m other com plained to m e:

“ I  could ge t i t  a ll r ig h t,  bu t 
they w on’t  sell i t  to you unless 
you buy a b ig  o rder a t the same 
tim e. The prices keep go ing up 
on eve ry th ing . Even a fte r  the 
ce iling. M y grocer claimed he had

But the Wealthy 
Still Manage to 
Get What They Want

(N e x t week we sha ll publish 
several a rtic les  dealing w ith  the 
li fe  o f C arlo Tresca.)

Steel Workers 
Strike for Equal 
Pay for Women

D iscrim in a tion  in wages be­
tween men and women w orkers  
by the H. K . P o rte r Company’s 
locom otive p la n t a t Lawrence- 
v ille , Pennsylvania, and fa ilu re  
o f the managem ent in  several 
conferences to agree to  ad jus t 
wages, led on Jan. 5 to a s tr ike  
by 800 members o f the U n ited  
Steel W orkers, CIO. The com­
pany was pay ing  women 17 V& 
cents under the scale called fo r  
in the un ion con tract fo r  th e ir  
category o f w ork.

The s ig n if ic a n t p a rt o f the 
s tr ike  was the fa c t th a t the p r in ­
cip le o f equal pay was demand­
ed no t on ly  by the women, bu t 
was v igo rous ly  supported by the 
men. Less than 100 o f the em­
ployees were women bu t the en­
t ire  p lan t was shut down by the 
w a lk  ou t o f the 800 members o f 
the local.

The women had been employed 
fo r  over 4 m onths on the sub­
standard scale, in sp ite  o f re ­
peated prom ises by the manage­
m ent to increase th e ir  pay “ once 
th e ir  w o rk  was sa tis fa c to ry .”

A ction  o f the men w orkers in ­
dicates th a t they accept the wo­
men as equals and recognize th a t 
d isc rim in a tio n  is an em ployer 
tr ic k  to d ivide the w orkers and 
reduce th e ir  ba rga in ing  power.

the s tu f f  on sale before the ce il­
ing w ent in  and i t  wasn’t  the 
r ig h t  ce iling  price. You pay the 
price o r you do w ith o u t. You can 
go see c ity  h a ll fo r  a ll they care.”

There ’s no boost in  bread 
prices— yet— hu t the y ’l l  s tick  you 
fo r  a stale lo a f a t the reg u la r 
price, o r you can go w ith ou t, i f  
you ge t to the store late. And a 
10 cent loa f o f S ilvcrcup, o r one 
o f the o ther standard brands, is 
s t i l l  10 cents, a lthough a 1/4  
pound loa f is now ju s t a pound.

In  personal in te rv iew s w ith  
working- class housewives from  
every section o f th is  sp raw ling  
c ity  o f more than 3,500,000, from  
ta lks  w ith  re ta il butchers and 
grocery  c lerks, fro m  observation 
o f food stores w ith  gu tted  shelves 
and g ro w in g  lines o f sho rt-tem ­
pered women, I  obtained a f irs t ­
hand p ic tu re  o f the food s itua tion  
here in Chicago.

PR IC E  C E IL IN G S  “ B U S T E D ”

“ P rice ce ilin g s !”  exclaim ed a 
butcher in  one o f the near N o rth  
Side N a tiona l Tea Company chain 
stores. “ T h a t’s a jo ke ! There a in ’t 
no price ce iling . They busted long 
ago.”  And he went on b land ly to 
ask a harassed-looking woman 
45 cents a pound fo r  the rem nants 
o f some sick-looking soup meat 
in  a big, near-em pty showcase.

I t ’s no t the same scarc ity  
everywhere. In  the “ upper-crust”  
neighborhoods, the “ fancy  goods”  
groceries and the “ prim e cuts”  
bu tcher shops arc p le n tifu lly  
stocked. A va ila b le  food stocks 
are being siphoned o f f  in to  the 
highest - price neighborhoods, 
where the w e ll-to -do can a ffo rd  
to  pay to  “ ge t th e irs .”

B u t a S tudebaker w orker's  w ife  
from  over in the Englewood area 
to ld  me there are long lines in  the 
Jewel S tore— a low  priced chain 
o u tfit— where she buys. She has 
had to w a it in  line  an hour to p u t 
in her order, and i t ’s g e ttin g  
worse every day. She couldn’t  get 
tea o r cocoa, and many o ther 
staples. H e r companion to ld  o f a 
l i t t le  store where they would sell 
a 10-cent can o f cocoa “ fo r  15 
cents, provided you take a big 
o rder o f o ther th in g s .”

A L L  G RADES A R E  
“ B E S T ”  NO W

Canned vegetables and f ru its  
have disappeared fro m  the 
shelves in the w o rk in g  class 
neighborhoods, except fo r  some 
sm all independents who w i l l  sell 
to you a t three tim es the price you 
m ig h t expect to  pay in a chain 
store— except th a t you can’t  get 
the s tu f f  in a chain store.

As one Negro woman, a school 
teacher, explained, “ Canned goods 
used to  conic in three grades, and 
the poor people used to  buy 
second and th ird  grade. Now i t ’s 
a ll labeled ‘fancy ’ and you can 
only buy ‘ f irs t  grade' s tu f f  a t lop 
prices.”

A no ther N egro  housewife re ­
ported th a t a fr ien d  o f her hus­
band who works in  one of the big 
canning companies here, has been 
doing no th ing  fo r  weeks bu t 
tea ring  old labels o f f  stocked 
cans o f food and pasting  new

labels on— crea ting  a “ new
product”  a t h igher prices.

A n auto w o rke r— now m aking 
a irc ra f t  engines— to ld  me he w ent 
to his butcher shop but was to ld  
they were a ll sold out. A  woman 
entered and asked the bu te lle r i f  
he had “ any meat fo r  m y dog.”  
“ Yes,”  the butcher answered 
g lu m ly , “ th a t’s a ll I have go t.”

I  learned o f a case where a 
woman brough t in a doctor’s 
prescrip tion  in order to ge t eggs 
and b u tte r— nice, i f  you happen 
to have a doctor fo r  a re la tive  
and he doesn’t  charge fo r  the 
prescrip tion. A nyw ay, eggs aren ’t  
a lways eggs, as I  found out, 
when I  innocently  asked i f  some 
pu lle t eggs— priced a t 57 cents a 
dozen in a “ low  p rice ”  chain store 
— were “ pigeon eggs.”  Chicken 
eggs sell according to size.

IT ’S D IF F E R E N T  
FOR T H E  BOSSES

B u t don’t  th in k  th a t a l l are 
“ sac rific ing ”  a like  here.

In  the sm all and less expensive 
restaurants, where a w o rke r 
m ig h t expect to go occasionally 
to get a meal, b u tte r and coffee 
are s tr ic t ly  rationed, and many 
restauran ts are serv ing  coffee 
substitu tes and exp la in ing  they 
cannot get any bu tte r. B u t in the 
h igh-priced restauran ts you can 
get a ll the b u tte r you want, and 
rea l coffee.

T h is  even applies in the p lan t 
cafe terias, such as Buick and 
E lectro -M otive . These plants each 
have tw o  cafe terias, one fo r  the 
workers and one fo r  the bosses. 
The workers, in th e ir  cafeterias, 
get one cup o f coffee and one 
slim  pat o f bu tte r. B u t the bosses, 
in (h e ir cafe terias, arc ge ttin g  
un lim ited  amounts o f b u tte r and 
coffee.

LEW BROWNSTEIN
N E W A R K , N. J., Jan. 10 __

Newark members of the Socia list 
W orkers P arty today mourned the 
death o f Comrade Lew Brown- 
stein, who succumbed to a heart 
a ttack yesterday a t the age of 36.

Comrade Lew firs t came in to  
contact w ith  the T ro ts k y is t move­
ment and its  ideas as a member 
of the Socia list P a rty  in  the 
spring  of 1936. The fo llow ing  
year, when the T ro tsky is ts  were 
expelled from  the S. I ’ ., lie le ft 
w ith  them and helped to found 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty  in  
Newark.

A lthough he was physica lly  
handicapped and always in  great 
pain when he moved about, he 
played an active p a rt in  the New 
Jersey unemployed movement, 
fun c tion ing  as a grievance com­
m itteem an in  the re lie f stations. 
Many tim es his pa in  was so great 
th a t lie had to drop out of picket, 
lines, b ill a fte r a few m inutes' 
rest, he would always ins is t on 
ge tting  back on the line.

F in a lly  in  1941 he was unable 
to even w a lk  up a f lig h t of sta irs, 
and had to drop out of a c tiv ity  a l­
together. I th in k  th is  h u rt h im  
more than an y th in g  else.

The last tim e I v is ited  h im  in 
19 42 he expressed the greatest 
confidence about the com ing revo­
lu tio n a ry  upsurge. “ I probably 
w on't live  to see it . "  he said, “ but 
I know I w on 't m iss i t  by many 
years. T hat's  the m ain th in g  I ’m 
sorry  about."

L ike  a ll the other fighters in  
our ranks who fa ll before the final 
v ic to ry , we w i l l  honor Lew by 
bu ild in g  the k ind  of society they 
struggled to create.

— G. B.

'Lenin on Women' 
Pamphlet- Put Out 
By N. Y. Local

“ Lenin on the Women Question”  
| by C lara Z c tk in  lias been re-issued 
I by the  Women's Committee of the 
| New York Local of the Socialist 
| W orkers Party.

W ith  women p lay ing  an increas­
in g ly  im portan t pa rt in  society 
today, and especially in  the mass 
industries, i t  is  im p o rtan t tha t a ll 
workers acquaint themselves w ith  
the views of Lenin on th is  ques­
tion.

The pam phlet contains two 
parts: an account of two in te r­
esting discussions held between 
au tho r and Lenin, and excerpts 
from  a speech made by the leader 
of the Russian Revolu tion to a 
conference of w o rk in g  women in  
1919.

The pam phlet sells fo r 10 cents, 
and may be obtained from  the 
W omen’s Committee a t 116 U n i­
ve rs ity  PI., New Y o rk  City.

The Nineteenth 
Anniversary O f  
Lenin’s Death

By M IC H A E L  CORT

Lenin died 19 years ago th is  week, on 
January 21, 1924. T h is  year the  a n n i­
versary w ill be courteously alluded to  
in the c a p ita lis t press. The Soviet Un ion 
is a m il ita ry  a lly  o f the U n ited  S tates; 
S ta lin  poses as the d isc ip le  o f Lenin, 
hence the necessity fo r  such d ip lom atic  
courtesies on the p a rt o f the A m erican 
ru lin g  class.

The cap ita lis ts  w i l l  help the S ta lin ­
ists to p ic tu re  h im  as a harm less ikon 

hav ing  no re la ­
tionsh ip  to  the 
problem s fac ing  
society today.

W h a t w i l l  ba 
ignored in  both 
t h e  ca p ita lis t 
press and the 
S ta lin is t memo­
r ia l  m eetings is 
the fa c t  th a t 
Len in  w  a s a 
p ro le ta ria n  rev- 
o 1 u  t  i  0  n - 
is t, a w o rld  rev­
o lu tio n is t.

The rea l s to ry  o f Len in  is th a t o f 
a life lo n g  re vo lu tio n is t who led the Rus­
sian w orkers to v ic to ry  over th e ir  ex­
p lo ite rs , and le ft  behind a he ritage  o f 
revo lu tiona ry  theory  and practice  which, 
today alone provide the key to  the lib ­
e ra tion  o f m ankind.

Lenin was born in  Russia in 1870. At^ 
the age o f 25 he organized the “ U n ion 
fo r  the L ibe ra tion  o f the W o rk in g  Class.’* 
F o r th is  he was ja ile d  and sent in to  S i­
berian exile by the Czar.

U p to  th a t tim e  the soc ia lis t move-; 
m ent in Russia rem ained loosely k n it  
and ine ffec tive  in s trugg le . Len in  studied 
th is  problem  and when he le f t  S iberia 
in  1900 he devised the m ost e ffic ie n t 
in s tru m en t o f w o rk in g  class strugg le , 
the centra lized ye t dem ocratic re vo lu ­
tio n a ry  p a rty  which was to serve as the 
vanguard  in  the  class s trugg le . Len in  
ta u g h t th a t the w o rk in g  class could 
achieve socialism  on ly  th rou gh  p o lit ic a l 
s trugg le . A nd th a t fo r  th is  a p a rty  was 
necessary —  a cadre o f p o lit ic a lly  ad­
vanced w orkers who w-ould fu rn is h  lead­
ersh ip  to  th e ir  class. He said fu r th e r  
th a t, u n t il such a p a rty  was created, the 
w orkers would be incapable o f w inn ing  
libe ra tion  from  th e ir  exp lo ite rs.

Len in  founded ju s t  such a p o lit ic a l 
p a r ty  in  Russia, the  Bo lshevik  p a rty . 
T h is  p a r ty  won the leadership o f the 
Russian w orkers. W ith in  14 years fro m  
the date o f its  appearance in  1903 as 
an independent po litica l tendency, B o l­
shevism led the w orkers  to  v ic to ry  over 
the cap ita lis ts  and Czarism .

He did not stop w ith  v ic to ry  in  Rus­
sia. In  the sp ring  o f 1919 Len in  took 
the lead in  ca lling  a congress o f revo lu ­
tio n is ts  from  a ll the countries o f the  
w orld . T h is  congress welded these v a r i­
ous groups and pa rties  in to  the Com­
m un is t ( th ird )  In te rn a tio n a l. T h is  too 
w'as a p ro le ta rian  o rg an iza tio n  on a 
w orld  scale and was aimed a t the abo­
lit io n  o f w o rld  cap ita lism . F o r Len in  
knew th a t a w orkers ’ governm ent in  a 
sing le  coun try  could no t achieve socia l­
ism or rem ain secure as long as the 
ca p ita lis t enemy was capable o f a ttack .

F rom  1918 u n t il 1920 the S oviet U n ion  
defended its e lf  ag a ins t the counter-revo­
lu tio n  and the B r it is h , French, Japanese 
and A m erican arm ies o f in te rven tion  
which attem pted to  drown the Soviet 
Union in blood and thus rem ove th is  
re vo lu tio n a ry  exam ple and in sp ira tio n  to 
th e ir  own w orkers.

The im p e ria lis t arm ies were defeated, 
however, fo r  L e n in ’s revo lu tiona ry  p ro ­
paganda convinced the invad ing  w o rk ­
e r-so ld ier th a t his own m aste r was his 
enemy and th a t hfk w e lfa re  was insep* 
a ra b ly  tied to the fa te  o f the Soviet 
w o rke r and peasant.

V ic to ry  in  the Soviet Un ion was no t 
fo llow ed, however, by w o rke rs ’ v ic to ries  
in o the r countries. A f te r  Len in  died in 
1924 the Soviet U n ion , iso la ted in  a cap­
ita l is t  w o rld , w ith  the masses w orn  out 
by th e ir  g re a t e ffo rts , fe l l  in to  the hands 
o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy.

1 he Bolshevik P a r ty  o f Len in  was de­
stroyed by the S ta lin is t bureaucracy 
which now c lings to  the w o rke rs ’ s tate 
as a huge parasite . The Soviets, the 
trade unions and a ll the o th e r mass o r­
ganizations o f the w orkers  e x is t today 
in name only.

B u t Lenin b u ilt so w e ll th a t in  sp ite  
o f the degeneration o f the sta te, the 
greatest conquest s t i l l  rem ains —  na­
tiona lized p ro pe rty . I t  is  th is  na tio n a l­
ized p rope rty  which the Russian w o rk ­
ers defend today w ith  a heroism and 
se lf-sacrifice  unparalle led in  h is to ry .

1 ro tsky  summed up Len in ’s ou ts tand­
in g  g if ts  in the fo llo w in g  w ords: “ To 
f ix  his revo lu tiona ry  s ig h t upon the fu ­
tu re , to grasp and p o in t ou t the m ost 
im p o rta n t, the fundam enta l, the most 
u rg e n tly  needed —  th a t was the g i f t  
pecu lia r to  Lenin in  the h ighest degree.”  

The T ro ts k y is t m ovem ent is  based 
upon Len in ’s teachings and continues his 
s trugg le . O nly T ro ts k y is ts  re a lly  honor 
the m emory o f Len in  fo r  on ly they fo l­
low h is  teachings.

L E N IN


