
DEFEND LABOR'S 
POLITICAL RIGHTS

-----------------  AN EDITORIAL ------------------
As the day — January 7 —  for the convening of the new 

Congress drew nearer, the press reported last week that a group 
of labor-baiting Congressmen had already met and had drawn 
up plans for a general drive against tha labor movement.

This is no idle threat, as is indicated by the fact that 
the m ajority of the Democratic m ajority comes from the thirteen 
Southern states, stronghold of reaction. Undoubtedly the lead­
ers of the “ solid South’’ were foremost in drawing up these 
plans against the working class.

The reactionary caucus informally announced to newspaper­
men that its objectives included sharp reductions in overtime 
pay, elimination of the right to strike, abolition of closed-shop 
and maintenance-of-membership agreements in all war plants, 
etc.

That these assaults on the labor movement are coming is 
generally realized in the trade unions.

There is, however, still another assault being planned by 
the same reactionary caucus which is less understood in the 
trade unions. As these Congressmen told newspapermen, they 
have decided to press in the new Congress for an amendment 
to the Corrupt Practices Act which would prevent trade unions 
from making contributions to political campaigns. Every worker 
must understand the fu ll implications of this reactionary move.

Most of the labor-baiters who want this new law have, of 
course, never received any financial contributions from the 
unions, for they are out-and-out enemies of labor and are known 
as such. One of the reasons for the amendment they plan to 
introduce is that they want to prevent their rival candidates 
in the capitalist parties, posing as friends of labor, from receiv­
ing the benefits of union contributions to campaign funds.

But there is another and far more important reason why 
the anti-labor Congressmen want to cripple the political activ­
ities of the labor movement. They have carefully studied the 
results of the November elections, and they recognize that the 
unprecedentedly low vote, especially in the industrial centers, is 
a sign that a large section of the masses see little  difference 
between the two capitalist parties and is becoming dissatisfied 
with both of them.

The reactionaries in Congress fear that this growing dis­
satisfaction w ill result in the formation of a nation-wide IN ­
DEPENDENT LABOR PARTY based on the trade Unions. 
By enacting their amendment to the Corrupt Practices Act, they 
hope to prevent labor’s own party from coming into being. Such 
a law would hamstring already-existing labor political organ­
izations like the American Labor Party which necessarily de­
pend on trade union contributions.

Labor’s fight against the coming assault in Congress must 
be a fight all up and down the line. Labor must defend not 
only its traditional economic rights but also its political rights. 
Today many workers, indifferent to the old capitalist parties, 
may think a trade union’s right to donate funds to political 
campaigns is not important enough to fight for. Tomorrow, 
however, these same workers w ill be wholeheartedly support­
ing a very different kind of political campaign — that of an 
INDEPEN D EN T LABOR PARTY formed by the trade unions.

Because of that tomorrow —  which is sure to come — every 
thinking worker must make it his special responsibility to see 
that his union raises hell in Washington when the reactionaries 
try  to castrate labor of its political rights.

BAN ISSUE OF MILITANT AND 
DEC. FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
T h e  Post O ffic e , w h ich  
has been h o ld in g  t ip  f ro m  
the  m a ils  va rious  issues o f 
T he  M il ita n t  since the  be­
g in n in g  o f  N ovem ber, de­
c la red  on D ecem ber 28  
th a t the  Dec. 19 issue o f  
T he  M il ita n t  and the D e­
cem ber issue o f  the  T ro t ­
sky is t m a g a z i n e ,  the 
F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l,  are 
“ n o n m a ila b le ”  and o rd e r­
ed them  destroyed.

This is the fourth issue of 
The M il i tan t  to be declared 
nonmailable and destroyed by 
the Post Office. The Fourth In ­
ternational for December is the 
first issue of the magazine to be 
suppressed.

As in previous cases, the Post 
Office authorities gave no reasons 
for their action.

The first three November issues 
of The Militant had previously 
been withheld and ordered 
destroyed. The last November 
issue of the labor paper and the 
first two December issues were 
withheld and then delivered to 
subscribers after delays ranging 
from 14 to 7 days.

M A NY PROTESTS
This arbitrary action by the 

Post Office department, in with­
holding and suppressing the M ili­
tant has been protested by many 
labor and liberal organizations 
and publications. Among those 
who have condemned the action 
are the American Civil Liberties 
Union, the New Republic, the 
Nation, the New Leader, the 
Reading Labor Advocate, Labor 
Action, the Weekly People, the 
Midwest Socialist, and the Call.

The only group which has 
openly supported the Post Office 
authorities in this suppression of 
freedom of press, has been the 
Communist Party. The Stalinists 
not only support this action 
against the labor press, but ad­
vocate a witch-hunt against any 
and all papers critical of the ad­
ministration and opposed to the 
reactionary Stalinist policies.

TEST CASES
The suppression of The M ili­

tant, followed by the action

Giraud Chosen 
High Commission’r 
For French Africa
Dorian's Policies of 
Colonial Suppression 
Will Be Continued

By M IC H A EL CORT

Gen. Henri Giraud, French 
rightist and bitter opponent of 
the Soviet Union, is now High 
Commissioner for the French 
African colonics, lie  was ap­
pointed to the post on Dec. 27 
by the "French Imperial Coun­
c il’’ set up by bis predecessor 
Darlan.

Thus D arlan has been succeed­
ed by a man who shares Dal ia n ’s 
hatred o f the w orkers and a ll 
dem ocratic in s titu tio n s . G iraud 
w il l  continuo D a rla n ’s po licy o f 
oppression o f the colonial peoples 
o f N o rth  A fr ic a .

I t  is precise ly G iraud ’s lack 
o f dem ocratic sym pathies which 
make him  the ideal man fo r  the 
job in French A fr ic a . H is p r in ­
c ipa l task w il l  be to “ preserve 
law  and order.”  T ha t is, he m ust 
prevent any na tive  s trugg le  fo r  
independence.

G iraud ’s anti-dem ocra tic  back­
ground is so m arked th a t even 
sud i F io n d i com m entators as 
P c rtina x  fe lt  im pelled to denounce

(Continued on page 2)

aga inst the F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l,
lias become the m ost im p o rta n t 
test case o f W orld  W a r I I  in ­
vo lv ing  the r ig h t  o f free  press. 
Should th is  action go unchal­
lenged, a precedent w ill have been 
set by w h ich the a d m in is tra tion  
can silence every voice o f c r it ic ­
ism especially fro m  the labor 
press, by means o f a rb itra ry  
bureaucratic suppression.

The M il ita n t  has called upon 
a ll labor and lib e ra l groups to 
support its  f ig h t fo r  a free  labor 
press, by p ro tes ting  to  the Post 
O ffice departm ent, and by sending 
funds to  the M il ita n t  Defense 
Fund, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, New 
Y o rk  C ity .
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New Regional WLB Set-Up Will Not 
Change Board's Anti-Labor Policy

Red Army Presses Back Nazis
Stalin’s Policies 
Barrier to Final 
Soviet Victory

By H o w a rd  H ogan

According to Moscow dis­
patches, huge successes are be­
ing made by the Red Army in 
its second winter campaign. 
Four major counter-offensives 
are rolling forward “ despite 
chilling temperatures and lack 
of roads.”  Since December 16 
great amounts of matériel have 
been captured, 56.000 prison­
ers taken, and 60,000 German 
soldiers killed. Red Star, the 
Red Army newspaper, announc­
ed that the Stalingrad offensive 
had already “ sealed the fate”  
of 22 German divisions who 
have been encircled.

The M iddle Don offensive is 
w ith in  150 m iles of K harkov and 
130 m iles from  Rostov. On the 
Central F ro n t northw est of 
Moscow. Soviet troops are ba ttlin g  
near V e lik iye  L u k i. In  some areas 
Moscow indicates im p o rtan t gains 
have been made because of the 
dem ora lization of the Nazi troops.

RED E Q U IP M E N T  GOOD

On top of th is , Moscow com­
muniqués report th a t Soviet 
troops are now better equipped 
than the German troops, both in 
arm am ents and clo th ing. Accord­
ing  (o Henry Shapiro CV>ir Y'O'-'fc 
Times, Dec. 27. 1942) the Red 
A rm y  has a gun called the 
“ Katusha.”  and “ so fa r the Ger­
mans have been unable to cope 
w ith  it . ”  W h ile  Ralph Parker, the 
.Y. Y. Times correspondent reports 
(Dec. 27) th a t the Soviet troops 
are m ore w a rm ly  clad. “ Maybe.” 
he concludes, “ somewhere there 
is a well-equipped Germany arm y, 
bu t the Russians so fa r have not 
encountered i t . ”

N o th ing  could be more hearten­
in g  to the defenders of the Soviet 
Union and to a ll workers desir­
ous of the defeat of fascism than 
to learn th a t the Red A rm y  is 
now better equipped, is ro llin g  
back the German arm ies and that 
these arm ies have begun to d is in ­
tegrate. However, in  view of the 
em pty S ta lin is t boasting and ex­
aggerations in the past, not to 
speak of the doubt tha t an 
announcement, of m ajor offensives 
in  the Russian w in te r arouses in 
one’s m ind, other explanations of 
the s itua tion  cannot bo ru led out 
in  advance.

R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  M E TH O D  
IS M IS S IN G

In  the absence of revo lu tiona ry  
methods of w arfa re  w h ich under 
Len in  and T ro tsky  proved the 
most powerfu l weapon of the 
Soviet Union in  m eeting invad ing 
armies, it  is h ig h ly  doubtfu l tha t 
tile  “ dem ora liza tion”  of H it le r ’s 
arm ies has reached profound 
proportions.

There is also room fo r doubt 
tha t the Red A rm y  is today 
superior in  equipment. The Ger­
man conquests have seriously im ­
paired the Soviet productive 
system through the capture of the 
granaries in  the U kra ine, and 
N o rth ’ll Caucasus and the seizure 
of the USSR's p rinc ipa l iron  and 
armament industries and her chief 
coal supply. No less grave have 
been the losses in the com m unica­
tion  system, especially the r a i l­
ways which are of utmost im ­
portance above a ll in  w in te r. A ll 
th is  lias a d irec t bearing on the 
s tr ik in g  power of the Red A rm y.

H itle r 's  arm ies have likew ise 
suffered grave losses, last w in te r 
as well as th roughou t 1912. I t  is 
not a t a ll u n lik e ly  th a t H i t le r ’s 
troubles th is  w in te r may fa r 
surpass those of last year. Bui 
even th is  would not o f its e lf  s h ift  
the re la tion  of m il ita ry  forces 
decisively in  favo r of the Red 
A rm y. Moscow's cla im s in th is  
field appear somewhat prem ature.

Last w in te r  S ta lin  insisted tha t 
the German arm ies m ust fo llow  
the precedent set by Napoleon.

Unions Will Not Have Right 
To Appeal Region Decisions
WLB Acts to Decentralize in Reply to 
Widespread Protests Against Delays

(Federated picture)
Soviet troops march through the northern part of battle-scarred Stalingrad to 

reinforce its garrison, seeking to trap 22 German divisions in a pincers.

Manpower Commission 
Freezes More Workers
175/000 Workers in St. Paul-Minneapolis Now Chained to Jobs, 
Proposed Clark Draft Bill Would Give Workers No Job Choice

B y John  Edw ards

T he  W a r M anpow er C o m m iss io n , headed by P au l V . M cN u tt, fo llo w e d  
up  its  o rd e r fre e z in g  D e tro it w o rke rs  to  th e ir  jo b s , w ith  a s im ila r  o rd e r w h ich  
in  e ffe c t jo b  freezes 1 7 5 ,0 0 0  w o rke rs  in  the  St. P au l-M inneapo lis  area.

John  C. N o rd , W M C d ire c to r  in  the  T w in  C ity  A rea, said the o rd e r was 
designed to  “ end w aste fu l s h if t in g  f ro m  jo b  to  jo b .”

In reality, both orders are in-
tended to prevent workers from 
seeking. better jobs at better 
pay. The orders were given un­
der the authority granted the 
W M C by President Roosevelt 
in his December 5 decree mak-

(Continued on page 3)

Wall St. Discusses 
Its Role in the War

Wall Street, which has been 
running the war up to now 
from behind the scenes, with a 
quiet unassuming devotion to 
duty and profits, has decided 
to come out into the open and 
claim full credit for the job.

On the financial page of the 
Dec. 25 ‘N. Y. Times,' appear­
ed the following item:

“One occasionally hears a 
Mark Hanna Republican groan 
that affairs would be run a 
good deal better if business­
men were in charge of the 
war. This is not a popular 
sentiment in Wall Street, 
which is boastful that this is 
the best run American war 
and proud that Wall Street 
men are doing much of the 
running.

“It points to James V. For- 
restal of Dillon, Read & Co., 
Undersecretary of the Navy; 
Robert P. Patterson, a Wall 
street lawyer, Assistant Secre­
tary of the Navy; Artemus 
Gates of the New York Trust 
Company, Assistant Secretary 
of the Treasury; Robert A. 
Lovett, of Brown Brothers, 
Harriman and Co., Assistant 
Secretary of War for Air; W. 
Averill Harriman of the same 
concern and Edward R. Stet- 
tinius, Morgan partners, in 
charge of lend-leasc, and Fer­
dinand Eherstadt and Charles 
E. Wilson, vice chairman of 
the War Production Board.

“No emphasis is placed on 
the fact that Frank Knox is 
a big business man, and Henry 
L. Stimson is a Wall Street 
lawyer — as was Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt.”

ing McNutt the virtual "Czar” 
over the destinies of the work­
ers.

According to ttic  WMC, the job- 
freezing order in  the T w in  Cities 
w i l l  probably be followed by 
s im ila r action in  the Dos Moines, 
Iowa, and Omaha, Nebraska areas.

These orders require workers to 
obtain certificates of release from  
th e ir employers before leaving one 
job fo r another.

N E W  B IL L  P R E P A R E D
W hile  tile  WMC was app ly ing  

its  new powers to the D etro it and 
T w in  C ities workers, and m oving 
toward more reg im entation of the 
workers th roughou t the country, 
G renv ille  C lark, New York a t­
torney who drew up the selective 
act. presented a new manpower 
d ra ft h ill to the WMC. T h is  new 
h ill Is now under consideration in 
W ashington.

The C lark manpower d ra ft b ill 
would place a ll workers in  the 
status of conscriptees, who could 
he sent anywhere to do any k ind  
of work.

According to the provisions of 
th is  proposed b ill,  a ll men be­
tween 18 and 65 years of age and 
women between 18 and 50 would 
be liab le  fo r na tional “ service" 
and could be ordered to do any 
type of w ork determ ined by a 
d irec to r of na tional service.

Such an act. i f  passed by Con­
gress, would b ring  every man and 
woman in to  compulsory service, 
w ith  no freedom of choice as to 
what job he o r she would take. 
Thus, there would he no pos­
s ib il i ty  fo r a w orker lo p ick a 
p lan t where wages were higher.

Senator A ustin  of Verm ont 
stated on December 26, that 
“ vo lun ta ry  methods of solv ing 
manpower problems w ill never 
w o rk ”  and said he would press 
in  Congress fo r a national service 
act along the lines outlined by 
C la rk ’s d ra ft. A us tin  is the same 
labor-hating Senator who in ­
troduced the “ work or f ig h t”  b i ll 
du ring  the last session of Con­
gress.

The dangers of such a b i l l to 
the labor movement are obvious. 
The whole system of job sen io rity  
would be wiped out. The union

h ir in g  ha ll would be abolished. 
The basic r ig h ts  of workers to 
choose th e ir place of employment 
would be abrogated. A w orker who 
left, a job would be v io la tin g  the 
law. i t  would create conditions 
under w h ich i t  would he ex­
trem ely d iff ic u lt  fo r the union 
movement to protect wage levels 
of the workers, and to figh t for 
decent w o rk ing  conditions.

Labor must be on guard against 
such labor-conscrip tion plans, 
which mean the fu rth e r reg im en­
ta tion  of the workers and an 
acceleration of the process of un­
de rm in ing  the independence and 
effectiveness of the labor move­
ment.

B y Joseph A ndrew s

T he  W a r L a b o r B oa rd , as a re s u lt o f  w idespread 
u n io n  d issa tis fa c tio n  w ith  its  delays and a n ti- la b o r 
po lic ie s , announced on  Dec. 23  th a t W L B  p ro ced u re  
was to  be decen tra lized .

Panels made up of representatives from labor, management 
and the “ public”  w ill be set up in each major city to make 
recommendations on union demands to new regional War Labor 
Boards. There w ill be ten regional boards.

Regional directors of the WLB w ill be empowered by this 
plan to rule on cases involving no more than 100 workers. 
Regional Boards W ill hear other 
cases, except those which the Na­
tion a l W L B  decides are of 
na tional significance and wishes 
to ru le  on itse lf.

A P P E A L  D IF F IC U L T

There is a clause in  th is  new 
plan which provides fo r  appeal o f 
decisions of regional boards to the 
N ationa l W LB. B ut th is  is, in  
re a lity , a fraud . The union w i l l  
not have the r ig h t  to appeal re­
gional board ru lings. Only a 
member of the panel in  the case, 
or tlie  N ational W LB  itse lf, can 
take a case from  a reg ional hoard 
fo r appeal to the N ationa l W LB.

Thus, the ru lin g s  of Regional 
Boards w i l l  in  most cases be m an­
da tory and final.

I t  would he m istaken to as­
sume tha t the new W LB  set-up 
w ill correct the anti-labor effects 
of W LB  policy. W h ile  the reor­
ganization may speed-up the p ro­
cess of settlem ent of un ion de­
mands. i t  w i l l  have no basic ef­
fect on the an ti-un ion  results of 
W LB  policy.

The widespread protests which 
brought fo r th  the W LB  reorgan­
iza tion were based not on ly upon 
the delays of grievances and de­
mands brought before the hoard, 
but against the c learly  an ti-labo r 
character of the m ajor ru ling s  of 
the W LB .

The W LB in its  decisions has 
frozen wages to 15% above- the 
January, 1941 level, in  spite of the 
fact that the cost of l iv in g  has 
risen much more than 15% since 
tha t tim e. Recent W LB  ru lings  
pun ish ing unions fo r s tr ik e  ac­
tions which were c learly  provoked 
by the companies w h ich have re­
fused to settle grievances and 
w hich are conducting an an ti-un ­
ion offensive in  the plants, have 
fu rth e r alarmed the trade union 
movement.

U N IO N S  E N D A N G E R E D

The whole system o f chaneliz-

RATIONING PLANS LEAVE 
MANY LOOPHOLES FOR RICH

B y C. Charles

ing every un ion grievance and de­
mand through the W LB. w h ich is 
dom inated by pro-employer ele­
ments, has threatened to s tif le  
the independence of the union 
movement, and convert them in to  
mere appendages of the govern­
ment.

The new W LB  system w i l l  ltoi 
correct th is  process. The anti- 
labor po licy of the hoard w il l  mer 
ely be pu t in to  effect by its  conn 
te rp a rt in  the regions.

In  W orld  W ar I the W ar Labor 
Board set-up was organized along 
s im ila r  lines, a fte r widespread 
protests fro m  unions aga inst de­
lays and s ta llin g  forced the gov­
ernm ent to take action. These 
regional boards d u rin g  the last 
w a r served to ham string  the un ­
ion movement and to prevent inde­
pendent un ion action to achieve 
jus tified  union demands. In  on ly 
one out of 100 cases were appeals 
from  the decisions of regional 
hoards allowed.

There is no reason to be liev i 
tha t the new W LB  set-up w il l  d if ­
fe r to any extent from  th a t of 
W orld W ar I.

NO P O LIC Y  C H A N G E

The " L it t le ”  W ar Labor Boards 
in  the regions w ill ca rry  out. the 
po licy of the N ational W LB, 
which has turned down every ma­
jo r  demand fo r wage increases, 
which has taken upon its e lf the 
r ig h t to ru le  over the conditions 
of a ll workers, whether they are 
in w ar in d u s try  or c iv ilia n  indus­
try .

The reorganization of the W LB 
w il l  not change the s itua tion . The 
W LB  is s t i l l  a weapon used by 
the employers against the union 
movement.

The governm ent has announced 
th a t 200 foods w ill be rationed 
s ta rt in g  in February. A lm ost a ll 
canned, frozen, dried and glassed 
fru its ,  vegetables and soups are 
involved in the ra tion  plans.

A cut is envisaged in the sup­
p ly  o f these goods fro m  46 
pounds a year to 33 pounds per 
person.

C a p ita lis t spokesmen and the 
governm ent a ie  h a ilin g  the ra ­
tion in g  p rogram  as a fa ir  m eth ­
od o f d is tr ib u tin g  food in pres­
ent conditions o f shortages. T he ir 
cla im s are no t borne out by a

NEG RO  C O LU M N IS T  
CO M M EN TS ON T H E  
PO ST O F F IC E  B A N

“It seems that those who go 
to bat for Negro rights may 
expect (rouble,” says Paul 
Keen, commenting on the Post 
Office attack on ‘The Militant,’ 
in his column in the Dec. 26 
issue of the Negro weekly, the 
‘Michigan Chronicle.’

close exam ination o f the plans.
The w e a lthy  w ill easily f ind  

ways o f m aking sure th a t th e ir  
stomachs w ill be w e ll f il le d  w ith  
v itam ins  and prote ins, come w ha t 
may. There are loopholes in  the 
ra tio n in g  plans w ide enough fo r  
the w ea lthy  to drive  a General 
G ran t tan k  th rough .

F o r example, a ll frozen and 
candied f ru its  and vegetables in 
containers over 10 pounds are ex­
cluded from  the ra tio n in g  p ro ­
visions. A lso not to be rationed 
arc a ll f r u i t  and vegetable ju ices 
and preserves in containers over 
one ga llon.

The rich  w il l  be able to  buy a ll 
they w ant in these la rg e r quan­
tit ie s  whereas the poor w i l l  not 
be able to a ffo rd  to do so.

The plans leave unrationed 
food bought in clubs, hotels and 

j  restauran ts. The w e a lthy  w ill he 
j  able to dine out. The food they 
buy in  the restau ran ts  w ill no t 
count against th e ir  ra tions. This 
method o f supplem enting th e ir  
ra tions cannot be w ide ly  used by 
the workers.

Experience in a ll countries in

British Soldiers 
Forbidden News of 
Beveridge Plan

(Continued on page 2)

Ever since the British work­
ers first had bayonets thrust 
in their hands and were sent 
charging against G e r m a n  
workers similarly equipped, 
they have been deviled by the 
fear that they were fighting 
only for the benefit of their 
bosses’ profit sheets.

It  was partly to allay (his 
fear that Sir William Bever­
idge published last month his 
modest plan for unemployment 
insurance. Think how this plan 
will inspire the soldiers in the 
field, reasoned Beveridge’s 
supporters.

But they figured without 
Churchill. According to a Uni- 
ted Press Dispatch from Lon­
don dated Dec. 23, the Brit­
ish War Office has forbidden 
the circulation among (he 
troops of any mention of the 
Beveridge plan.

A few military successes 
against (heir German rivals 
greatly emboldens the British 
bosses. They no longer feel 
the necessity of making con­
cessions to their workers. Bet­
ter that the soldiers never hear 
of the plan, than return home 
with wrong ideas about the 
post-war world.
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Waste Endangers Food 
Supply — Pravda Warns
Kremlin Blames Local Administrators 
For 'Mistakes'  in Huge Crop Losses

B y John  G. W rig h t

One o f  the  m ost c r it ic a l f ro n ts  in  the  Sovie t 
U n io n  today is the  fo o d  f ro n t .  A n  ir re p a ra b le  b lo w  
has a lready been su ffe re d  by the  loss o f  the  rich e s t 
a g r ic u ltu ra l areas, especia lly  those o f  Byelo-Russia, 
the  U k ra in e  and the  K ub a n . Added to  th is  are  a la rm ­
in g  co n d itio n s  w h ich  p re v a il in  the  re m a in in g  a g r i­
c u ltu ra l ureas.

T he  S ta lin is t-c o n tro lle d  Russian press re fe rs  to
these conditions as "mistakes.”  Because of these "mistakes”  a 
special resolution was adopted by the Council of People’s Com­
missars and by the Central Committee of the Russian Commu­
nist Party. The keynote of this resolution is: "the impermissi­
b ility  of repeating last year’s mistakes.”  (Pravda, Aug. 1, 1942.)

Soviet a g ricu ltu re  s u f f e r e d  i> 
enormous and 'unnecessary losses 
la s t year because o f fa ilu re  to 
ha rvest the crops. “ C erta in  co l­
lective fa rm s  (kokhoz i) and state 
fa rm s  (sovkhozi), adm its Pravda,
“ lost a considerable p a rt o f the 
harvest because the g e ttin g  in  o f 
the crops was no t begun in  tim e 
and then was dragged out too 
long .’ ’ Th is delay was one o f the 
m ain reasons fo r  la s t yea r’s losses 
which wrere very  la rge. Thus, ac­
cord ing to the Russian press,
“ ce rta in  ko lkhozi and sovkhozi 
lost no t less than IV 2 to  2 hun­
dredw eights per hectare (one 
hectare is app rox im a te ly  2% 
acres.’’ (P ravda, A ug . 1, 1942.)

And we are fu rth e rm o re  to ld 
th a t “ in 1941 a whole number 
o f counties, provinces and repub­
lics prepared poorly  fo r  the 
g e ttin g  in o f the harvest.’’ I t  does 
not take very many “ counties, 
provinces and republics,”  fo r  
such losses to run in to  tens and 
even hundreds o f thousand tons.

O TH E R  CAUSES C IT E D

B u t w h ile  delay in ha rvesting  
is an im p o rta n t source o f losses, 
i t  is by na means the on ly one. 
“ The sources o f losses are 
varied ,”  states the above-quoted 
lead ing ed ito ria l in  P ravda and 
continues to  enum erate instances 
o f neglect o r carelessness in 
s to rin g  crops, tra n s p o rtin g  them , 
s o rtin g  them, etc. etc.

F urthe rm ore , “ la rge  losses o f 
g ra in  are incurred on the field 
tra sh in g -flo o rs  which are le f t  
apen and unguarded.”  In  o ther 
words, w h ile  the coun try  is 
threatened w ith  fam ine, g ra in  is 
le f t  to ro t in  the fie lds and to  be 
devoured by birds and rodents.

Because o f these losses the 
de liveries o f g ra in  by the collec­
tives to the state n a tu ra lly  su f­
fered. Pravda even h in ts  th a t 
the re  were cases o f non-de live ry : 
“ Last year a num ber o f counties, 
provinces and repub lics lagged 
behind excessively in the ha rvest­
in g ; they  v io la ted the dates o f 
g ra in -de live ries  (to  the  sta te) 
which are set by law  and worsen­
ed the q u a lity  o f g ra in  delivered 
at the collection po in ts. Such 
m istakes cannot be repeated 
again.”  (P ravda, A ug . 11, 1942). 
A l l  th is  cu t in to  the ra tions  o f 
the w orkers in the c ities and the 
soldiers a t the fro n t.

T H E  B A S IC  CAUSES
W ha t are the basic reasons fo r  

these conditions? They are o f

course due in  p a r t  to  the w a r 
w ith  i ts  d is rup tion  o f the a g r ic u l­
tu ra l labo r force, m achinery, 
equipm ent, etc. B u t, s trange ly  
enough, P ravda h a rd ly  mentions 
these circumstances a t a ll, c la im ­
in g  th a t the re  is am ple labo r sup­
p ly , equipm ent, and so on.

I t  rem ains to  conclude, the re ­
fore tha t the fa u lt lies w ith  those 
in charge, the local au tho rities , or 
more co rrectly , the local bureau­
crats. T h is  is precisely w hat 
Pravda its e lf  confesses:

“ These losses are absolute ly in ­
to le rab le in  tim e  o f w ar. The 
p a r ty  and Soviet organ izations, 
the d irectors and p o lit ic a l sec­
tions o f the Machine and T ra c to r 
S tations are duty-bound to achieve 
ah especially h igh  degree o f o r­
ganization in  fie ldw ork, and no t 
to p e rm it the s ligh te s t la x ity  or 
inattentiveness to such a respon­
sible m a tte r as the g e ttin g  in o f 
the w a r harvest.”  (P ravda, A ug . 
1, 1942).

In  superin tend ing th is  yea r’s 
harvest the K re m lin  applies the 
same measures as la s t yea r: i t  
seeks to correct “ m istakes”  solely 
by pressure fro m  the top. B u t th is  
method leaves the local bureau­
cra ts  im m une to the pressure o f 
the a g r ic u ltu ra l w orkers and 
peasants.

W O R K E R S ’ DEM O C R AC Y 
IS N E E D E D

Y et the rea l corrective would 
be se lf-a c ting  and democratic 
w orker and peasant com m ittees 
fun c tion ing  on the spot. These 
com m ittees would insure the 
c a rry in g  out o f the necessary 
tasks and would im m edia te ly  ca ll 
to account a l l neg ligen t or 
“ fo rg e tfu l”  adm in is tra to rs .

B u t the m ethod o f dem ocratic 
com m ittees is precise ly w h a t the 
K re m lin  its e lf  seeks to  prevent 
a t a ll costs. F o r such com m ittees 
would no t stop a t co rrec ting  
m ere ly local bureaucrats.

There is no t the s ligh te s t 
reason, there fore , to assume th a t 
the “ m istakes”  o f la s t year were 
no t repeated and even aggravated 
in 1942. Soviet soldiers and 
c iv ilians  are pay ing  a m onstrous 
price fo r  the ineffic iency, mis^ 
m anagem ent and a rb itra ry  ru le  
o f the S ta lin is t bureaucracy. 
They w il l  continue to  pay th is  
price u n t il the Soviet democracy 
o f Lenin and T ro ts k y  is restored.

Pope Denounces 
Marxian Socialism 
In Xmas Speech

B y E d ith  K ane

Pope Pius X I I  in  his annual 
C hristm as message to the peoples 
o f the w orld , departed fro m  his 
accustomed tone o f im p a rt ia lity . 
D u ring  the en tire  leng thy  speech 
in  w h ich  he touched on problems 
o f the w orld  today and a fte r  the. 
w ar, the re  were tw o po in ts on ly 
on which he expressed h im se lf 
unm is takab ly  —  M arx ian  Social­
ism and p riva te  p rope rty .

“ The Church,”  he said “ con­
demns the various fo rm s o f M a rx ­
ian Socialism  because i t  is  her 
perm anent r ig h t  and du ty  to safe­
guard men fro m  currents o f 
tho ugh t and in fluence th a t jeo­
pardize th e ir  ex te rna l sa lva tion .”

The Pope adm itted, however, 
th a t the Church , could no t ignore 
the conditions o f labor which 
cause w orkers to  tu rn  to  Social­
ism in  an e f fo r t  to  be tte r th e ir  
conditions.

Throughou t his m e s s a g e ,  
the Pope constantly  bewailed the 
banefu l in fluence o f m a te ria lism  
in the w * r ld  today, bu t his d is­
cussion o f the problem s o f labor 
was ha rd ly  s p i r i t u a l  . Deal­
in g  w ith  the concrete problems 
o f the w orkers, the. Pope proved 
by B ib le  tex ts  th a t man is en­
tit le d  to  the goods o f the earth .

F rom  th is  premise, the Pope 
concluded, flow s the “ fundam ental 
ob liga tion  to g ra n t p riva te  ow n­
ersh ip o f p rope rty , i f  possible, to 
a ll.”  Th is guarantee o f the w o rk ­
ers’ r ig h t to  p riva te  p rope rty  as 
a solution to th e ir  problems is 
re ite ra ted even more de fin ite ly  in 
another section o f the speech.

A ltho ug h  the church “ does no t 
in tend to take sides fo r  e ither 
o f the p a rtic u la r fo rm s in which 
several peoples or states t r y  to 
solve the g ig a n tic  problem  o f 
domestic o rd e r”  its  preference 
was apparent. Am ong the fu n ­
dam ental po in ts lis ted by the 
Pope as essential in  society, was 
“ the conservation and perfection 
o f a social o rder which w ill make 
possible an assured p riva te  p rop­
e rty  fo r  a ll classes o f society. . .”

On one subject alone the mes­
sage o f the Pope was consistent­
ly  a loo f and “ im p a rt ia l.”  To the 
m illio ns  o f people now under the 
ty ra n n y  o f fasc is t ru le , o r those 
who live  in' constant fe a r o f its  
g ro w th  and seek a w ay to destroy 
it .  the Pope had no th ing  to o ffe r. 
They w il l  look in  va in  th roughou t 
the en tire  speech, fo r  even the 
word —  Fascism.

The g ro w th  o f the ideas o f 
M arx ian  Socialism  and the th rea t 
to a ll systems based on p riva te  
ownership has penetrated even 
the w a lls  o f the Vatican. B u t 
Fascism, seem ingly, does not con­
s titu te  a problem equally grave 
to the Pope. H is c lear and fo r th ­
r ig h t  denunciation o f M arx ian  
Socialism , by name, is in  s tr ik in g  
con trast to the complete absence 
o f the m ention o f Fascism, by 
name, anywhere in  th is  year’s  
Christm as message.

¿T7ie Neck of the Turkey’

The labor movement has protested v igorously  because the W ar P roduction  Board 
has appointed representatives o f the b ig  da ily  papers to  decide how new sp rin t w i l l  be 
divided in 1943. The production o f new sp rin t has been cu rta ile d  and the unions fea r 
th a t the representatives o f the b ig  papers and magazines w i l l  t r y  to  underm ine the 
labor press by u n fa ir  d iv is ion o f ava ilab le  new sprin t.

Envoy Charged With Acting 
Against Bolivian Strikers

A.C.L.U. Reviews Attack On 
Civil Liberties During 1942

T he  A m e rica n  C iv il L ib e rtie s  U n io n , in  a state­
m en t issued Dec. 2 7  re v ie w in g  the  status o f  c iv i l  l ib ­
e rties  in  A m e rica  a fte r  one year o f  w ar, declared 
tha t “ w h ile  i t  is c lea r tha t the  genera l c o n d it io n  is 
fa r  b e tte r than  in  W o r ld  W a r I ,  the  v iew  asserted by  
gove rn m e n t spokesm en tha t c iv i l  lib e r t ie s  are in ta c t 
m ust be q u a lif ie d  by  re c o g n itio n  o f  serious excep-
tions.

T he  c h ie f excep tions lis te d  by the A C LU  are,
“ 1. rem oval o f the en tire  Japan­
ese popu la tion  from  the West 
Coast by m il ita ry  a u th o r ity  and 
th e ir  detention in  v ir tu a l concen­
tra tio n  camps, and the exercise 
of the power of rem oval o f in d i­
v idua l c itizens from  m il ita ry  
zones w ith o u t c iv ilia n  rev iew ; 2. 
the in te rn a tio n a l censorship of 
opin ions concerning race d isc rim ­
in a tio n : 3. censorship by the post 
office departm ent of publications 
alleged to impede the w ar e ffo rt, 
w ith o u t hearing o r specifications 
in  m any cases, and w ith o u t the 
app lica tion  o f the U. S. Supreme 
C ourt test of ‘clear and present' 
danger in  others; 4. certa in  fed­
era l prosecutions fo r  u tterances 
and publications alleged to en­
courage d isaffection in  the armed 
forces w ith o u t a showing of ‘clear

$>-

B y H e len  M a rsh a ll

The American Ambassador 
to Bolivia, Pierre Boal, stands 
accused of having intervened on 
behalf of the Bolivian bosses 
against the workers during the 
recent strike at the Catavi tin 
mines in Bolivia.

T h is  accusation was made la s t 
week by Ernesto Galarza, ch ie f 
o f the Labor D iv is ion  o f the Pan 
A m erican U nion. A  senatoria l in ­
vestiga tion  o f the Am bassador’s 
ac tiv itie s  has been demanded by 
James P atton , president o f the 
N a tiona l Farm ers U n ion, and a 
series o f questions on the subject 
was addressed to  Sumner W elles, 
U nder Secretary o f State, by CIO 
Secretary James B. Carey.

Galarza, c it in g  th is  as a “ c lear 
example o f how the fo re ig n  po licy 
o f the U n ited  States in  L a tin  
A m erica is opera ting  to prevent 
the ra is ing  o f w o rk in g  standards 
and im p rov in g  o f liv in g  condi­
tions o f the masses o f the peo­
ple,”  stated in  the December 
23 P M :

“ The w orkers o f B o liv ia  have 
been dem anding fo r  m any y.ears 
the passage o f a new labor code 
which would g ra n t them  the r ig h t  
o f co llective ba rga in ing , freedom  
o f organ iza tion , m in im um  wages, 
and the paym ent o f wages a t 
least every f if te e n  days. There 
are no provis ions in  the code 
which any Am erican w ork ingm an 
would regard as extrem e.

“ This code was to  have been 
approved by the B o liv ia n  Con­
gress on December 8.

“ On the days im m edia te ly pre­
ceding th a t date, the Ambassador 
o f the U n ited States in B o liv ia , 
P ie rre  Boal, communicated to  the

President o f  B o liv ia  the v ie w ­
points o f the b ig  mine operators 
and presented argum ents and 
suggestions, the ob ject o f w h ich  
was to  delay or prevent the im ­
provem ent o f w o rk ing  conditions 
as set fo r th  in  the code.”

When the B o liv ian  governm ent 
tr ied  to cover up the rea l reasons 
fo r  the t in  m iners ’ s tr ik e  by c a ll­
ing  i t  a “ N azi p lo t,”  o ffic ia ls  o f 
the A F L  and CIO protested and 
said th a t the s tr ik e  was led by 
bona-fide labo r leaders.

The 60,000 m iners involved live 
in mass m isery. T h e ir wages are 
about 15 cents a day according to 
the CIO News. They ha rd ly  know 
w hat a d a iry  product is, and 
would f in d  i t  d iff ic u lt  to  obtain 
cereals and w heat even i f  they 
had the money.

W hile  wages have remained 
frozen, the cost o f liv in g  rose 37 
per cent fro m  January 1, 1941 to 
December 1941, and a fu r th e r  in ­
crease o f 60 per cent fro m  Jan­
ua ry  1942 to December 1942 is 
expected.

The owner o f the C atavi mines, 
Simon Patino, is fabu lous ly  
w ea lthy. He has played a w a itin g  
game w ith  both the  A x is  and the 
U n ited  N ations. F o r th is  reason, 
and because o f the fa c t th a t since 
the fa ll o f M alaya his mines have 
been the m ain source o f t in  fo r  
the U n ited  N ations, the S tate De­
pa rtm en t is wooing him .

One w ay o f doing th is  is to 
take the m ine opera to rs ’ side on 
the s tr ik e  issue.

Thus the “ Good N e ighbor P oli­
cy”  means being a good neighbor 
to  P atino  and no t to  the w orkers 
in B o liv ia .

Giraud Represents The 
Capitalists Darian Did

(Continued fro m  page 1)

h im — p r io r  to  his appo in tm ent as 
H igh  Commissioner.

In  the New Y o rk  T im es o f Dec. 
11 P e rtin ax  w ro te : “ General 
G iraud belonged to the extrem e 
r ig h t. On his- s ta f f  o f the Seventh 
A rm y  was Guy de Wendel who 
was w ont to exc la im : ‘Between 
H it le r  and S ta lin  I don’t  hesita te ; 
I am fo r  H it le r ’ .”

Here is a p o r tra it  o f G iraud:
1. He is a confirm ed opponent 

o f ca p ita lis t democracy, even of 
the D a lad ie r type . He used to 
de live r fie ry  denunciations o f 
democracy to  h is troops du rin g  
the reg im e o f Dalad ier.

2. He is a rab id  “ an ti-com ­
m un is t,”  th a t is, a foe o f the 
w o rk in g  class and trade  unions.

3. He is a b it te r  enemy o f the 
Soviet U n ion— on whose side he 
is now supposed to be f ig h tin g —

and pre fe rred  an A llie d  invasion 
o f the w o rke rs ’s s tate to a w a r 
w ith  H itle r .

4. He is a butcher o f colonial 
peoples. He won his spurs “ paci­
fy in g ”  the natives o f Morocco.

On the day fo llo w in g  G iraud ’s 
election as H igh  Commissioner 
by the Im p e ria l C ouncil the New 
Y o rk  T im es said e d ito r ia lly : 
“ The choice o f General G iraud 
as A d m ira l D a rlan ’s successor in 
N o rth  A fr ic a  is a fo rtu n a te  
developm ent.”

F ortuna te  fo r  whom? C e rta in ly  
not fo r  the natives o f N o rth  
A fr ic a  who had no voice in  the 
selection o f th e ir  ru le r, and who 
w ill continue to feel the iron  heel 
o f the French colon ia l exp lo ite rs. 
C e rta in ly  not fo r  the Soviet w o rk ­
ers, nor fo r  the A m erican w o rk ­
ers, nor th e  German w orkers 
who hope fo r  rea l democracy once 
H it le r  is  defeated.

New York School 
Ends Good Term; 
New Course Post’d

The Fall term of the New 
York School of Social Science 
which has its headquarters at 
116 University PL, New York 
City, has just concluded one of 
the most successful sessions in 
its history.

The School offered one lec­
ture each on Wednesday and 
Friday evenings, with time de­
voted to fu ll discussions parti­
cipated in by the students.

C. Charles gave a course on 
“ Am erican Economy a t W a r”  in 
which he covered the h is to rica l 
background o f A m erican econo­
m y, the development o f A m erican 
and in te rn a tio n a l carte ls and 
monopolies, pa ten t pools, the gov­
ernm ent and the w a r economy, 
price  con tro l, wage freez ing  and 
in fla tio n .

The attendance a t Charles’ lec­
tu res averaged 55 students per 
lecture.

John G. W r ig h t was the in ­
s tru c to r o f the course en titled  
“ Colonia l Peoples and the Second 
W orld  W ar.”  The lectures covered 
the extensive h is to rica l m a te ria l 
on the colon ia l question w r itte n  
by Lenin and T ro tsky , the events 
o f the Chinese revo lu tion  o f 1925- 
27, and the background and 
prospects o f the Ind ian  R evolu­
tion . A ttendance a t th is  course 
averaged 45 people.

Students pa rtic ipa ted  ac tive ly  
in the sessions o f the school, and 
fre e ly  asked questions on prob­
lems which were n o t c lear to  
them . Coffee was served a fte r  
the lectures, and students new to 
the school were able to ge t 
b e tte r acquainted w ith  those who 
had attended previous lectures.

The second te rm  o f the school 
w i l l  begin on Jan. 13, when W il­
liam  F. W arde w i l l  conduct a 
series o f lectures on “ The Ideas 
and Method o f M a te ria lis t D ia lec­
tic s .”  There w il l  be s ix  lectures 
on th is  subject, beg inn ing w ith  a 
discussion on “ The D ifferences 
Between F orm a l Log ic and 
D ia lectica l T h in k in g .”  The lec­
tu re  w il l  begin a t 8:15 p. m., 
Wednesday. January  13. The ses­
sions w il l  be held a t 116 U n iv e r­
s ity  Place, on the second flo o r.

There w il l  be a charge o f $1.00 
fo r  the series o f 6 lectures, or 
25 cents fo r  s ing le  lectures.

A l l  w o rkers  in terested are in ­
v ited  to  attend.

Women In 
Industry

By M A R IE  T A Y L O R

Day Nurseries Are 
Needed Now — Let's 
Get Some Action Now

The C h ild ren ’s Bureau o f the 
U . S. D epartm ent o f Labor re ­
cen tly  published an im pressive 
l i t t le  pam phlet called “ Standards 
fo r  Day Care o f C h ild ren o f 
W o rk in g  M others.”  I t  discusses 
tho rough ly  and accurate ly the 
needs o f ch ildren o f a ll ages from  
2 to 16 who m ust be cared fo r 
in groups w h ile  th e ir  m others go 
to w ork.

A  t ru ly  ideal plan is described, 
which takes in to  consideration 
not on ly the social, m enta l, and 
psychological needs o f various 
age groups, and specific  d irec­
tions fo r  em otional and physical 
care o f children, bu t also such im ­
p o rta n t details as meals, naps, 
lig h t,  ven tila tion , tem perature , 
etc. A ccord ing  to  the rep o rt, these 
standards should app ly to  a ll 
types o f day nurseries o r ch ild  
care centers which are set up 
to aid w o rk in g  m others. There is 
on ly one fla w  in  the program , 
and th a t is —  where arc the day 
nurseries?

Thousands o f m others who are 
w o rk in g  in fac to ries  today are 
forced to leave th e ir  young c h il­
dren home alone to  f ix  th e ir  own 
meals and attend to th e ir  own 
needs. Sometimes the re  is a ne igh­
bor o r re la tive  who can help, bu t 
a ll too o ften  ch ild ren m ust be 
le f t  to  s h if t  fo r  themselves. Ju ­
venile delinquency, accidents, and 
sickness —  which have already 
shown a sharp increase since the 
beg inn ing o f the w a r —  n a tu ra lly  
resu lt.

A ltog e the r th rou gh ou t t h e  
coun try , child care centers fo r  
w o rk in g  m others are so few  and 
inadequate th a t i t  seems fan ta s tic  
to  discuss room tem peratures and 
proper ven tila tio n . C e rta in ly  
w o rk in g  m others appreciate a 
discussion o f standards app ly ing  
to the care o f th e ir  youngsters, 
bu t r ig h t  now th e ir  f i r s t  problem  
is to f in d  a day nu rse ry  in the 
neighborhood, w ith  rates which 
they can a ffo rd .

V ir tu a lly  every c ity  in  every 
in d u s tr ia l area is in need o f child 
care centers. The W P A  appro­
p ria tio n  o f s ix  m illio n  do lla rs 
w h ich was earm arked fo r  care 
o f ch ildren o f w o rk in g  m others 
helped to  a llev ia te  the pressing 
need. B ut now th a t Roosevelt has 
ordered the liqu ida tion  o f the 
W P A , those nurseries are in 
danger o f being shu t down. 
T here fore  i t  is necessary th a t the 
governm ent supply funds im m e­
d ia te ly  fo r  the con tinuation  o f 
these nurseries, and finance a plan 
fo r  more centers.

Thousands o f women are need­
ed in  in du s try , and thousands o f 
women need jobs. B u t u n t il ade­
quate care is provided fo r  th e ir  
ch ild ren they cannot go in to  in ­
du s try  w ith o u t g re a t r is k  to the 
w e lfa re  o f th e ir  children. V a r i­
ous com m un ity  groups have ra is ­
ed the demand fo r  governm ent- 
financed nurseries. A t  the  recent 
CIO convention a special p rogram  
was adopted dem anding local, 
state o r federa l funds o r agencies 
to  pu t plans fo r  adequate ch ild  
care in to  im m ediate operation.

The D epartm ent o f Labor and 
its  various bureaus concerned 
w ith  the problem s o f women in 
in du s try , would do fa r  more good 
i f  they devoted th e ir  energies to 
the c a rry in g  ou t o f th is  program . 
Im m ediate governm ent funds fo r  
the se ttin g  up o f day nurseries 
—  th a t ’s the need fo r  w o rk ing  
m others today. W h a t’s ho ld ing 
up the w orks?

and present danger’ o f illega l 
acts.”

SW P CASES

Two of the outstand ing cases 
of governm ental suppression of 
c iv il libe rtie s  are the w ith h o ld in g  
of the m a ilin g  r ig h ts  of the M i l i ­
tan t"  and the f o u r t h  In te rna t ion ­
al  w ith o u t no tifica tion  and w ith ­
out specifications as to the reas­
ons fo r th is  action by the Post 
Office departm ent, and the prose­
cution  of the leaders o f the So­
c ia lis t AVorkers P arty  and M in ­
neapolis Teamsters Local 544-CIO 
under the S m ith  “ Gag”  Act, 
w h ich  the ACLU has termed the 
most im p o rtan t c iv i l libe rties  case 
in  many years.

The suppression of the r ig h ts  
of the M il i ta n t  and the F our th  
In ternat iona l  is  con tinu ing  de­
spite protests by the ACLU, and 
o ther labor and libe ra l organiza­
tions.

The December 19, 1942 issue of 
the M il i ta n t  has been declared 
non-mailable by the Post Office de­
partm ent and lias been ordered 
destroyed. The December issue 
of the Fourth  In te rna t iona l  also 
has been ordered destroyed as 
non-m ailable.

These acts of suppression of 
freedom of the press are danger 
signals to the whole labor move­
ment. The suppression of the M i­
l i ta n t  and the Fourth  In te rna ­
tional. followed by s im ila r  action 
against Labor Action, a w ork ing - 
class paper, can be used as prece­
dents against any and p ll labor 
papers w h ich in  any way c r it ic iz e  
the government.

The M i l i ta n t  lias appealed to 
a ll labor and libe ra l organizations 
to protest the action of the Post 
Office departm ent and to send 
funds to aid in  its  f ig h t fo r a 
free labor press.

The C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com« 
m ittee, w ith  offices at 160 5th 
Ave., New Y o rk  C ity , is appeal­
ing  the convictions of the 18 M in ­
neapolis defendants to h igher 
courts. The case was recently  
heard in  the St. Lou is C irc u it 
C ourt o f Appeals. Should the  de­
cision uphold the convictions, 
the case w i l l  be appealed to the 
U n ited States Supreme Court.

Rich Won’t Feel 
Pinch of Rationing

(Continued from  page 1)

which ra tio n in g  has been used, 
show th a t the w e a lth y  are able 
to  evade the ra tio n in g  res tr ic tio ns  
th rough  buy ing  on the “ b lack 
m arke t,”  as w e ll as by o ther 
methods.

Thus w h ile  the masses o f 
G reat B r ita in  were and are hun­
g ry , the rich  have found ways to  
eat lu xu rio us ly .

I t  is expected th a t o the r foods, 
p a rtic u la r ly  beef, w i l l  be ra t io n ­
ed ve ry  sh o rtly  a f te r  the estab­
lishm en t o f ra tio n in g  o f canned 
goods. A cute  shortages o f beef 
and d a iry  products are reported 
fro m  m any pa rts  o f the coun try .

The b ru n t o f the shortages are 
being fe lt  by the w orkers and 
th e ir  fam ilies , m any o f whom  
have no t eaten beef, b u tte r o r 
eggs in weeks. The well-to^do 
genera lly  are able to secure the  
scarce goods by pay ing  h igh e r 
ce iling  prices.

A t  the same tim e  food prices 
have kep t r ig h t  on c lim b ing. In  
the week ending December 22 
food prices reached the h ighest 
po in t in  22 years, according to  
Dun and B radstree t, ou ts tand ing  
business s ta tis tics  f irm .

R a tion ing  and p r ic e fix in g  are 
absolute ly  necessary, b u t under 
the con tro l o f the governm ent 
and the bosses they are frauds.

Real ra tio n in g  and price  fix in g  
can be rea lized on ly  under the 
con tro l o f dem ocratic mass com­
m ittees o f unions, d ir t  fa rm ers  
organ izations, sm all business 
men and housewives.

These com m ittees would have 
as th e ir  on ly  aims the im prove­
m ent o f the living- standards o f 
the masses and would have ab­
so lu te ly  no in te res t in m a in ta in ­
in g  the p ro fits  o f the c a p ita lis t 
class, the banks, land lords, r a i l ­
roads, la rge  stores and the  m id ­
dlemen.

These com m ittees w i l l  assure 
the w orkers o f a chance to  get 
th e ir  share o f the goods they 
need instead o f le tt in g  the 
w e a lthy  g e t an undue p ro po rtion  
because they  have more money.

For a Rising Scale of 
Wages to Meet 

Rising Living Costs
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B y A lb e r t  P a r k e r .

Plant Discrimination and Army Segregation
T w o Cleveland cou rt cases, 

which ended ju s t before C h ris t­
mas, were among the m ost s ig ­
n ific a n t tr ia ls  to be held in  1942. 
They revealed th a t em ployers are 
s t i l l  p ra c tic in g  J im  Crow-as- 
usual h ir in g  policies and th a t the 
Negroes cannot depend on e ither 
the courts or P resident Roose­
v e lt ’s Executive O rder 8802 to 
pu t an end to these d isc rim in ­
a to ry  policies.

S u it was brought against two 
w a r plants, W arner and Swasey 
Co. and Thonyison Products, 
charg ing them  w ith  re fus ing  to 
employ Negro women workers so­
le ly  because of th e ir  color, and 
dem anding th a t th is  practice be 
discontinued. The cou rt action 
was organized a t the in it ia t iv e  of 
the F u tu re  Outlook League, a m i­
l i ta n t  organ ization which has 
been co ihbating job d isc rim in a ­
tio n  fo r  many years, and the 
cases were heard before Common 
Pleas Judge F rank  J. M errick .

Several Negro women testified 
against the p lan ts ’ management. 
They to ld how they had gone to 
tra in in g  school, learned machine 
shop w ork  and in  most cases been 
commended by th e ir  teachers fo r 
th e ir  a b ility , and then applied to 
the two companies fo r machine 
shop w ork. In  each case they 
were to ld  th a t there were no jobs 
fo r  them, a lthough the companies 
were at th a t tim e advertis ing  in  
the papers fo r  women workers 
needed fo r  m achine shop w ork.

A t the beg inn ing of the tr ia l 
the law yers fo r  the employers 
said they would prove th a t no' 
d isc rim in a tio n  existed. B u t d u r­
in g  the t r ia l its e lf company ex­
ecutives were forced to ad m it th a t 
i t  d id  ex is t; th e ir  excuse fo r i t  
was th a t the un ion or in d iv id u a l 
w h ite  workers had objected to em­
ploym ent of Negro women, a 
charge w hich was ho tly  denied by 
the un ion o ffic ia ls  involved. A t 
the end no one disputed the con­
ten tion  tha t the employers had 
never even attem pted to h ire  a 
single Negro woman fo r machine 
shop work.

The law yers fo r  the Negro wo­
men b rin g in g  s u it also showed 
th a t the p lants had w ar contracts 
w ith  the governm ent and th a t 
these contracts —  as provided in 
Executive O rder 8802 —  s tip u ­
lated th a t there m ust be no race 
d isc rim ina tion  in em ploym ent.

Nevertheless, the judge hear­
in g  the case refused to  do any­
th in g  about i t  and in  e ffe c t de­
nied th a t a n y th in g  could be done 
about i t  th rough  the courts.

Thus fo r  the f irs t  tim e  a cou rt 
confirm ed the often-m ade charge 
th a t E xecutive O rder 8802 is 
com plete ly toothless and in e ffe c ­
tive .

Also confirmed by th is  court de­
cision is the necessity fo r  ca rry ­
in g  on a m il ita n t  s trugg le to 
force the adoption of rea lly  ef­
fective an ti-J im  Crow leg is la tion

and to guarantee the observance 
of such legislation.

*  *  * .
The Office o f W ar In fo rm a tion  

has come out w ith  a press release 
designed to show th a t Negroes 
are being inducted “ fa ir ly ”  in to 
the U. S. A rm y, according to a 
s to ry  in  PM  o f Dec. 27.

To make its  po in t, the OWI 
statem ent declares th a t although 
Negroes constitu te  9.8% o f the 
population, Negro draftees and 
volunteers constituted 10.1% of 
a ll persons inducted up to Oct. 31.

B ut th a t’s lik e  breaking down a 
door tha t isn ’ t locked. The m ain 
com pla in t of the Negro people 
about th e ir  trea tm ent by the a rm ­
ed forces is not th a t they aren’t 
drafted in  su ffic ien t numbers, but 
th a t they are dra fted on a segre­
gated basis, and are separated 
from  w h ite  soldiers in to  separate 
regim ents as though they were 
in fe r io r  because th e ir  sk in  has 
a d iffe re n t color.

The N egro  masses don’t  w ant 
figu res  show ing th a t they are 
being d ra fte d  as fa s t as whites. 
They w an t an end to  J im  Crow- 
ism wherever i t  exists.

*  *  *

Typ ica l of the extent to w h ich 
segregationist ideas permeate the 
leadership of the U. S. A rm y  was 
the Christm as Day statem ent re­
leased by General Eisenhower, 
com m ander-in-chief o f the A llied  
Forces in  N orth  A frica .

Eisenhower was p ra is ing  the 
courage of U. S. Negro troops in  
N orth  A fr ic a  who continued p u t­
t in g  high explosive bombs ashore 
w h ile  under heavy fire.

“ Am ericans o f the colored race 
should be proud o f the service o f 
th e ir  representatives in  combat,”  
he declared.

A  Negro fr ien d  w ith  whom I 
discussed th is  b r ie f statem ent said 
tha t i t  raises alm ost as many 
questions as the num ber of words 
i t  contains: “ Does E isenhower 
mean th a t non-Negro Am ericans 
have no reason to be proud of 
Negro troops? T ha t non-Negro 
troops cannot be considered rep­
resentatives o f the Negro people? 
I f  tha t is w hat he means, le t h im  
say i t  openly. And w h ile  he's at 
it ,  I w ish he’d expla in why i t  is 
tha t the on ly  k ind  of ‘combat serv­
ice’ fo r  w h ich  Negro troops ap­
pear to be e lig ib le  is longshore­
men and labo ring  w ork. W hy is 
it ,  i f  th e ir  behavior is such that, 
we should bo proud o f them, tha t 
they are given on ly  the most dan­
gerous and d ir ty  w o rk  to do?”

No one, o f course, expects Gen­
era l E isenhower to answer such 
questions. A rm y  J im  Crow was 
not invented by h im , and the chief 
respons ib ility  fo r  its  con tinuation  
does no t res t on h im . B u t N egro 
and w h ite  w orkers ce rta in ly  have 
the r ig h t to  address such ques­
tions to  W ashington, and to  de­
mand answers to  them. They also 
have the du ty , as w e ll as the 
r ig h t, to  organize fo r  an end to  
a ll fo rm s o f segregation.

INTERNATIONAL NOTES
--------------------- By BETTY K U E H N  --------------------

On December 21, the N a tion a l 
Congress p a rty  o f Ceylon passed 
a reso lu tion ca llin g  fo r  “ freedom  
fro m  B r ita in  a fte r  the w a r in ­
stead o f dom inion s ta tus”  accord­
in g  to the December 22 New 
Y o rk  Times.

T h is  is especially s ig n if ic a n t in 
v iew  o f the fa c t th a t the Ceylon 
Congress p a r ty  is considerably 
m ore to the r ig h t  than its  coun­
te rp a rt,  the Ind ian  N a tion a l Con­
gress p a rty .

In  Ind ia , where the Bolshevik- 
Le n in is t p a rty  o f the F ourth  In ­
te rn a tio n a l was founded as la te  
as 1941, many revo lu tion is ts  are 
s t i l l  in  the Congress p a rty . In  
Ceylon, however, the re vo lu tion ­
a ry  p a rty , the Lanka Sania Sam- 
a ja  (F o u rth  In te rn a tio n a l), has 
been fun c tion ing  e ffec tive ly  since 
1935. I t  has draw n the  revo lu ­
tio n a ry  elements in to  its  own 
ranks and, indeed, became the 
acknowledged leader o f the to i l­
in g  masses. I t  was outlawed by 
the B r it is h  in  1940.

A no the r Ceylon Congress reso­
lu tio n  urged “ the U n ited  N ations 
to  make an im m edia te declaration 
guarantee ing freedom  fo r  Cey­
lon .”  These reso lu tions re fle c t 
the pressure o f the Ind ian  events 
o f the past year on even such a 
conservative p a r ty  as the N a tio n ­
a l Congress. They also g ive an 
ind ica tion  o f w h a t is go ing  on be­
hind the c u rta in  o f censorship in  
Ceylon.

* *  *
The lie  th a t a ll Germans are 

a like, th a t they a ll support H i t ­
le r, is re fu ted  by the fo llo w in g  
item  in  the Novem ber 15 B u lle ­
t in  o f the In te rn a tio n a l Federa­
tio n  o f Trade U nions w h ich  re ­
po rts  fro m  N o rw ay :

“ I t  is s ig n if ic a n t th a t the op­
pos ition  movement is fin d in g

support no t on ly among the ‘H ird ’ 
(n a tive ) s torm  troops, bu t even 
in  the a rm y o f occupation. Doz­
ens o f German officers have been 
shot, and hundreds o f German 
soldiers are in  concentration 
camps fo r  treasonable coopera­
tion  w ith  the  underground op­
position .”

*  *  *

W hen the Nazis occupied B e l­
g ium  they seized the p ro pe rty  o f 
a ll trade unions and o th e r w o rk ­
ers’ o rgan iza tions and form ed a 
“ u n if ie d ”  o rgan iza tion  called the 
U n ion o f M anua l and In te llec tua l 
W orkers. B u t the U M IW  has been 
a fa ilu re , according to  the  B e l­
g ian News Center release o f De­
cember 19.

W orkers  are boyco tting  the o r­
gan iza tion  and are selecting th e ir  
own men to  negotia te  w ith  the 
fa c to ry  owners. They also have 
an underground press which p ro­
duces several w ide ly  c ircu la ted 
newspapers.

*  * *
The fo llo w in g  item  was re p o rt­

ed fro m  Asuncion, P araguay in 
the December 28 CIO  News 
th rough  the S ta lin is t-con tro lled  
news agency A L N .

“ In an a ttem p t to  d is ru p t g ro w ­
in g  u n ity  between organized la ­
bor and a n ti-A x is  groups w ith in  
the arm y and the ad m in is tra tion  
o f P resident H ig in io  M orin igo , 
Paraguayan fascists and th e ir  ac­
complices in  the Asuncion police 
force las t week arrested a hun­
dred union leaders and beat up 
numbers o f workers on the streets 
o f Asuncion.”

I ts  fo rm u la tio n  is obviously de­
signed to  make us fo rg e t the 
connection o f the police force 
w ith  the  State. W hen th is  is fo r ­
gotten, the rea l w ay  to  f ig h t  fa s ­
cism is  fo rgo tte n .

U. S. Moves In North Africa 
Strengthen French Reaction

B y A . R O LA N D  I The statem ent Issued in  connec-
, t io n  w ith  the execution of the

The A ll.es one and a ll deplore | assassin attests th a t he made a 
the assassination of D arlan— but. | 
they are also breathing audible 
sighs of re lie f.

There is deGaulle fo r  example.
He had worked h im se lf in to  a 
real la th e r about democracy and 
freedom. He had b itte r ly  denounc­
ed the regim e of Vichy-toadies-to- 
the-Nazis, especially the col­
la bo ra ting  desk-A dm ira l P arian . 
De Gaulle could not suddenly 
reverse his course and stretch out 
the hand of a m ity  to th is  s in is te r 
figure ju s t because the United 
States had recognized D arlan  as 
H igh Com missioner in  N orth  
A frica .

Roosevelt had made up his 
m ind, however, th a t the French 
ru lin g  class m ust be reunited be­
fo re  the end o f the war. The ris k  
o f c iv il w a r in  post-w ar France 
was g reat enough w ith o u t m aking 
i t  more lik e ly  by v ir tu e  o f a deep 
r i f t  in  the ranks o f the French 
bourgeoisie.

D arlan had the inside track, fa r 
more than de Gaulle, w ith  the 
very tops of the French cap ita l­
is ts—the Comité des Forges, the 
coal - steel - chemical - m un itions 
trus t. Roosevelt was aim ing, 
through Darlan, a t these elements 
so necessary to his post-war plans 
fo r Europe. The fact tha t Darlan 
was also ve ry  a n ti-B r it is h  and 
therefore fa r  more amenable to 
A m erican persuasion— as against 
the p ro -B ritish  de Gaulle— had its  
po in ts too.

Had D arlan remained alive, i t  
was m ere ly a question o f tim e be­
fore a proper fo rm u la  would have 
been worked out to reconcile the 
“ Free F rench”  w ith  D a rla n ’s 
T o ta lita r ia n  French. H is  death 
s im plifies m atters in  the most 
h ig h ly  pleasing manner. De 
Gaulle need not eat crow. He 
saves “ honesty and honor”  in 
reaching ou t h is hand, not to 
Darlan, but to his fe llow — Gen­
eral, H e n ri Honore G iraud, chosen 
w ith  the he lp fu l consent of D ar­
la n ’s lieutenan ts Nogues and 
Boisson.

F D R ’S T A S K  S IM P L IF IE D

Roosevelt thus finds h is task 
very much sim p lified. The c r it ic ­
ism has already ceased. Nobody 
cares to notice tha t the policies 
rem a in  qu ite  the same, even i f  the 
figure of one V ic h y ile  has been 
erased from  the scene. The most 
im p o rtan t question of the moment 
has been solved— find ing a figure 
around whom the ru lin g  class of 
France and the French Em pire 
could ra lly  under Am erican lead.

fu l l  confession, n a tu ra lly  in c lud ­
in g  his motives. T h is  confession, 
even the m an’s id en tity , were sup­
pressed fo r reasons o f "m ilita ry  
security .”  The im pression allowed 
to get in to  the public m ind was 
nevertheless tha t the assassin was 
a fascist sym path izer— he had 
corresponded w ith  his m other l iv ­
in g  in  Ita ly .

T H E  A S S A S S IN

I t  is o f course possible th a t the 
youth was a fana tic  fascist. There 
are p len ty  o f fo llowers of D orio t 
known to be in  A lge ria  and N orth  
A frica . The assassination m igh t 
then have been in  the nature of j 
a w a rn in g  by the murderous 
Nazis to any others th in k in g  of | 
tu rn in g  th e ir  coats th a t th e ir  fate 
would be the same. But. in  tha t 
case, w hy do the N o rth  A fr ic a n  
au tho rities  keep the facts hidden? 
There would be no understand­
able m otive, p a rtic u la r ly  one In ­
vo lv ing  “ m il ita ry  security ,”  to 
keep s ile n t about a po litica l 
assassination engineered by the- 
Axis.

The m otive would however, be 
qu ite  clear i f  the assassin were 
a Free Frenchm an. B u t reve la tion  
of th a t fact m ig h t have preci­
p ita ted acrim ony and added b it­
terness in  the re la tions between 
the Frenchm en of Dbndon-Mada- 
gascar-Brazzaville and the French­
men o f D akar and N o rth  A fr ic a — 
and V ichy!

T h is  would spoil everyth ing. I t  
was necessary firs t to pe rm it 
everybody to save face and to get 
together. De Gaulle could condemn 
the method o f assassination as a 
p o lit ic a l weapon, w ith o u t repu­
d ia tin g  a Free Frenchm an. The 
co llabora tion  between ‘ deGaulle 
and the F rench N a t. Com m ittee in 
London w ith  G iraud— and through 
h im  w ith  Nogues and Boisson—  
having ohee been w e ll begun, w hat 
i f  the true  facts leak out la te r on! 
Events w i l l  then have made im ­
possible any new break, and the 
m atte r would pass o ff harm lessly.

P O L IT IC A L  CEN SO R SHIP

The “ m il ita ry  secu rity ”  m otive 
fotf secrecy thus may tu rn  ou t to 
be more a p o litica l than a m il i­
ta ry  motive. The m il ita ry  side 
exists of course, since a new sharp 
break between the Free French 
and the ex-Viebymen who had 
previously clapped so many of the 
Free French in  f ilth y  ja ils  to rot, 
m igh t have led to armed Conflict. 

Roosevelt’s in d ig na tion  a t the

assassination d id  no t prevent h im  
from  using calm  p o lit ic a l ju dg ­
m ent in  p e rm ittin g  the suppres­
sion of a ll in fo rm a tio n  on the 
m urder. He did  not pe rm it his 
ind igna tion  to becloud h is p o li­
tica l a im  fo r one moment. The 
firs t phase of th a t a im  Is  in  
process o f achievement. The 
French cap ita lis t class is begin­
n ing  to close its  ranks  under the 
guidance o f the leader o f the New 
Deal fo r  Europe.

Just, as the New Deal was ap-

period o f the economic cris is , so 
i t  is  now being applied in  Europe 
fo r  the purpose o f saving w orld  
cap ita lism  from  revo lu tiona ry  
“ d isaster" in  the post-war epoch.

Toward th is  aim , every event, 
no m atte r how seemingly un­
toward fo r the purpose, w ill be 
bent. Roosevelt knows th a t the 
U n ited  States w i l l  have been 
defeated in  the w ar even i f  H i t ­
le r is crushed, i f  th a t is  followed 
by the end of cap ita lism  in  E u­
rope. The w ar aim s of the United

plied in  the U n ited States to save States are c learly  reflected in  the 
cap ita lism  from  disaster in  the I events in  N o rth  A frica .

Red Army Wins 
New Victories

(Continued from page 1)

tha t is, according to the legend, 
find themselves so ill-equipped fo r 
the Russian weather th a t they 
m ust beat a disastrous re treat. 
He overlooked the fact th a t as 
long ago as the f irs t W orld  W ar 
the im p e ria lis t arm ies refused to 
fo llow  t lie  example of Napoleon, 
but entrenched themselves and 
were forced to re trea t not because 
of the b itte r  A rc t ic  fros t but be­
cause of the scorching breath of 
revo lu tion . S ta lin  h im se lf has been 
compelled to drop the Napoleonic 
pa tte rn  of defeat of the German 
arm ies a fte r one w in te r ’s proof 
of th e ir  a b ility  to w iths tand  A rc tic  
weather and more than a year’s 
tim e to im prove th e ir  position.

E A R L Y  P LA N S

The m il i ta ry  defense of the 
Soviet Un ion as worked out by 
Tukhaclievsky and his co-workers 
envisaged a series of strong po ints 
s tra teg ica lly  placed west o f the 
v ita l Moscow-Kharkov-Crimea lino. 
Upon attack, troops west of these 
po in ts would re trea t c a rry in g  out 
de lay ing actions, exchanging 
space fo r  tim e, w h ile  the coun try  
m obilized fo r  the defense. B u t the 
Red A rm y  generals acquainted 
w ith  th is  plan and capable o f ca r­
ry in g  i t  ou t were shot by S ta lin  
and replaced by  bureaucrats qual­
ified on ly  by th e ir  s e rv ility  to the 
K rem lin . The firs t great blunder, 
when H it le r  attacked was massing 
great Soviet forces west of the 
strong  po in ts, the  so-called S ta lin  
line . They were surrounded and 
cut to  pieces by the German 
arm ies fresh from  th e ir  successes

The Lessons of 1918-20

Revolutionary Propaganda 
Broke Attacks On Soviet

By M IR IA M  C A R TE R

The signing of the armistice 
on November 11, 1918 was 
greeted with joy by the French 
people, as it was by peoples all 
over the world because it meant 
to them an end to the meaning­
less slaughter and suffering of 
the First World War. Their 
celebrating was cut short, how­
ever, when, by order of Clemea- 
ceau several French divisions 
and ships were sent to Russia 
to attempt to crush the young 
workers’ state, whose very ex­
istence was a threat to the im­
perialist rulers.

The French troops and fleet 
were concentrated, m ostly, in  the 
B lack Sea region. Together w ith  
Poles, Serbs, Greeks and W hite  
Guards, they occupied- the Rus­
sian coast along the B lack Sea.

The French soldiers and sailors 
had no enthusiasm fo r th is  new 
w ar. I t  was the Bolsheviks who 
educated the French soldiers and 
sailors as to the real na ture of the 
Soviet regime, and showed them 
the way to realize th e ir  desires: 
peace, the re tu rn  to France, and 
dem obilization.

The Bolsheviks were forced to 
w o rk  underground, since th is  te r ­
r ito ry  was in  the hands o f the 
counter-revo lu tion is ts : W ith  the 
W h ite  T e rro r hounding them 
“ Bolshevik pam phlets and papers 
in Russian and in  French period­
ic a lly  invaded the w orkers ’ qu a r­
ters, the cantonm ents and the 
ships.”  (A nd re  M a rty , “ The Re­
v o lt o f the B lack Sea”  p. 86)

B O L S H E V IK  P R O P A G A N D A

The Bolsheviks had a clan­
destine p r in t in g  press, w h ich put 
ou t a special jo u rn a l fo r  the 
French soldiers and sailors called 
“ The Com m unist,”  in  French, and 
innum erable leafle ts, appeals, 
sm all pam phlets in French, Polish 
Greek, R um anian and English. 
Numerous handbills  and procla­
m ations were also p rin ted  and 
posted on the w a lls  a t n igh t. 
D is tr ib u tio n  of th is  lite ra tu re  was 
carried  on, says M arty , in  the 
"c itie s  by ch ild ren, who under 
cover of se lling  cigarettes or mag­

azines, penetrated the canton­
ments,”  o r by soldiers and sailors 
w ith  whom contact was establish­
ed by the p a rty  organization, and 
who each day found ingenious 
new devices to get the lite ra tu re  
to th e ir  ranks.

A no ther means the Bolsheviks 
used to  spread th e ir  ideas was 
the te legraph. “ Radio te legraph­
is ts  o f the B lack Sea F lee t,”  says 
M a rty , “ every m orn ing  a t three 
received long te legram s fro m  
Moscow in  French, German and 
E ng lish . . . A lthough  the exact 
m eaning o f the word ‘B olshevik ’ 
o ften  escaped m any o f them , an 
ardent sym pathy developed ra p id ­
ly  among them fo r  the men who 
expressed so w e ll th e ir  sentim ents 
in  lea fle ts  and on the rad io . The 
repeated appeals ‘Form  Soviets! 
R eturn to  F rance !’ were under­
stood by a grea te r and grea te r 
number o f sa ilo rs .”

The story of how the fra te rn iza ­
tion  between the Russians and 
French was effected is  best 
illu s tra te d  in  an account by one 
of the French sailors.

RED F R A T E R N IZ A T IO N

“ A  group o f F rench sailors 
were stationed on guard in  a c ity . 
A  sm all detachm ent o f Red 
troops passed. V e ry  s im p ly  they 
came and shook our hands. T h is  
gesture tow ard  us who fou gh t 
them a few  days before touched 
us deeply. One o f us who knew 
a l i t t le  Russian engaged them  in 
conversation. One o f them asked 
us why we tre a t them as enemies 
when they f ig h t  against e x p lo it­
ers and landlords. . . A l l  the de­
tachments o f Red Guards o r Red 
soldiers who m et French sailors 
ag ita ted in  th is  way. T h is  lo w ­
ered m ora le considerably. F ra ­
te rn iza tio n  a t th a t m om ent was 
already a tta ined .”

E F F E C T  ON FR E N C H

The f irs t F rench reg im ent to 
refuse to f ig h t wTas the 58th. A 
reconno ite ring  p a rty  of th is  reg i­
ment was met by the Bolsheviks, 
disarmed, and made prisoner. The 
Bolsheviks questioned them, then 
freed them  w ith  the words, as 
described by one of the French 
pa rty , “ I f  you comrades had cap­

tured us you w ould have shot us. 
B u t we say to you: You are free. 
We know  w hat your chiefs are 
w orth , who are you r enemies -as 
'well as ours. Here are Your 
weapons. You may go. And te ll 
you r comrades th a t we w ish them 
no harm . We are even prepared to 
receive them as brothers, but on 
one cond ition— th a t they come 
w ith o u t arm s.”  (

The news o f the re vo lt of the 
58tli spread through a ll the reg i­
ments. The French sailors too 
heard o f these revolts. They 
followed su it. The im m ediate 
cause of the revo lts in  the flee t 
ly in g  ready fo r ba ttle  a t Seva­
stopol were the demands of the j 
officers th a t the sailors w ork 
Easter. The re vo lt rap id ly  assum­
ed a d iffe re n t character. The 
d e m a n d s  became, “ Back to 
Toulon! No more w ar against 
R uss ia !”

A t t lie  beginning of A p r il the 
French command received orders 
to evacuate Russia im m ediate ly. 
The evacuation took place in  
disorder, most detachments w ith ­
drew w ith o u t officers. The soldiers 
marched through Odessa s ing ing 
the In te rna tiona le , w earing  red 
ribbons, shouting  “ Long liv e  the 
Bolsheviks. An end to the w a r ! ”  
Many detachments le ft  th e ir  stores 
and m un itions  fo r the Red A rm y.

RE A S O N  FO R  V IC T O R Y

The flee t also was w ith d ra w n  
from  the B lack Sea. The fina l 
w ith d ra w a l o f the French from  
South Russia was m a in ly  due to 
the methods the Bolsheviks used 
in  b a ttlin g  against th e ir  im p e ria l­
is t foe. I t  was due, says M arty , to 
“ the pers is ten t w o rk  o f the B o l­
shevik, o f a ll the p ro le ta rians  o f 
the occupied cities, who wakened 
in  the French soldiers and sailors 
class consciousness, who ‘ con­
cretized th e ir  discontent in  the 
a im  to  re fuse to  f ig h t  aga inst 
the Russian people, and who 
pushed them so s trong ly  along the 
revo lu tiona ry  path th a t the gov­
ernm ent was obliged f irs t to b ring  
them back to France and then to’ 
demobilize them rap id ly , fo r fear 
of seeing insurrections in  France.”

H it le r ’s a rm y and his year 
would be d is in tegra ted  ra p id ly  by 
the app lica tion  of these Bolshevik 
methods today.

in  the Lowlands, France, etc.
I t  was evident from  the firs t 

th a t S ta lin  was deploying the Red 
A rm y  according to no general 
s tra teg ic  plan o r a t best m isapp ly­
in g  the plans of T ro ts k y ’s o rig in a l 
General S ta ff under Tukhachev- 
sky.

When w in te r came, the Nazi 
arm ies turned from  tiie  offensive 
to the defensive asd they applied 
the m il ita ry  stra tegy applicable 
to these regions w h ich T ro tsky  
and Tukhaclievsky had conceived. 
They selected certa in  key points 
w h ich  they were determ ined to 
defend. The bu lk  of th e ir  arm ies 
then re tired  some hundreds of 
m iles to the rear, la rge sections 
w in te r in g  in  the B a ltic  countries 
and even in  Germany fa r  beyond 
the reach of the Red A rm y. The 
soldiers recuperated, armaments 
were replaced, m un itions stored, 
arm ies reorganized in  preparation 
fo r  summer when the weather 
would again pe rm it them to move 
forw ard. A t the key points, strong 
forces were le ft w e ll entrenched, 
supplied w ith  food and am m uni­
t io n  enough fo r  months of siege. 
The b itte r  weather thus favored 
th e ir  defense as i t  would have 
favored the Red A rm y  had Tukha- 
chevsky’s plan been carried out 
successfully.

Facts now availab le  show tha t 
precise ly when H it le r  was shout­
ing  the loudest about, cap turing  
Moscow and Rostov the German 
arm ies were actua lly  ta k in g  th e ir  
positions fo r re trea t to w in te r 
quarters.

S ta lin  capitalized on the re trea t 
by m aking  out i t  was due to huge 
counter-offensives.

However, the German troops at 
Staraya-Russa rem ained cut o ff 
fo r 12 weeks w ith o u t surrender­
in g ; none o f the key po in ts w ith  
the exception of M ozhaisk Were 
retaken. W hen S pring  came the 
German arm ies used them fo r 
advance bases. Even i f  a key po in t 
here o r there had been taken— as, 
fo r example Mozhaisk, i t  s t i l l  
would not have defeated the Ger­
mans, fo r  these key po in ts also 
perfo rm  the func tion  of advance 
patro ls who v ia  rad io and a irp lane 
w arn  the m ain  bodies of troops 
in  ample tim e to prepare fo r ac­
tio n  and to avoid being taken by 
surprise.

Last year i t  was the defense of 
Rostov and its  recapture tha t 
th r ille d  the w orld  and awakened 
expectations the German arm ies 
were fa lte rin g . When S pring 
came, the German arm ies opened 
the cam paign they had prepared 
d u rin g  the w in te r, conquered the 
Crim ea, and ro lled  over Rostov 
tow ard  the  Soviet U n ion ’s o il 
lines.

T h is  year S ta ling rad was the 
center o f a tten tion . But the m il i ­
ta ry  balance sheet of its  heroic 
defense cannot be drawn in  fu ll 
u n t il next summer when we are 
able to see what key po in ts the 
Red A rm y  has been able to recap­
tu re  and what, k in d  of campaign 
i t  has been able to prepare du ring  
the w in te r m onths to meet the 
new German offensive. The Nazi 
arm ies are m eanwhile seeking to 
repeat th e ir  tactics of last w in te r.

The ou tstand ing fact, however, 
is  th a t H it le r  has once again 
fa iled  to a tta in  h is  objectives, and 1 
has to re trea t. The Red A rm y  
possesses the advantage o f being 
on the offensive. T h is  advantage 
in  the fo u rth  year of the w orld  
w ar opens w ide the p o ss ib ility  fo r 
dealing H itle r is m  its  death-blow. 
The German troops, extending 
th e ir  linos fa r th e r and fa rthe r, 
spending th e ir  second w in te r on 
the Soviet battlefie lds, are bound 
to  be more and more susceptible 
to revo lu tiona ry  ideas and genuine 
revo lu tiona ry  appeals. T h is  applies 
w ith  even greater force to the 
German c iv ilia n  population, above 
a ll the workers.

Soviet offensives can be turned 
from  th e ir  present lim ite d  scope 
in to  a general advance. I f  the 
methods o f w arfa re  u tilized  by 
Len in  and T ro tsky  are turned 
upon the German arm ies, the 
Soviet U n ion 'can gain the greatest 
m il ita ry  v ic to ry  in  h is to ry. B u t so 
long as the methods of S ta lin  
continue to  weaken and underm ine 
the defense o f the firs t w orkers ' 
state, there is the danger tha t 
German im peria lism  may recu­
perate and re in force its  w ar 
machine fo r another a ll-ou t o f­
fensive.

Behind The Dispute 
Over The Darlan Deal

B y  M . M o rr is o n

The deal entered in to  by Gen­
era l E isonhower (n a tu ra lly  un­
der the d irection  o f the adm in­
is tra t io n )  w ith  the la te  A d m ira l 
D arlan  has, fo r various reasons, 
aroused apprehension and c r it ic ­
ism, both here and abroad. The 
E ng lish  conservatives as well as 
the E ng lish  libera ls , the S ta lin ­
ists and m any Am erican libera ls  
have ind ica ted th e ir  opposition to 
any arrangem en t w ith  one who, 
on ly  a short w h ile  ago, was den­
ounced as an arch appeaser and 
a collabora tor w ith  H itle r.

I t  is necessary to  understand 
the reasons m o tiva tin g  the d i f ­
fe ren t c r it ic s  o f the horse-trade 
w ith  D arlan . On our p a rt i t  is 
also necessary to  place the g re a t­
est emphasis on those aspects o f 
the deal which can be least be­
clouded by argum ents dealing 
w ith  m il ita ry  considerations.

B r it is h  im p e ria lis ts  were not 
happy about the obvious w ill in g ­
ness o f D arlan  to subject h im se lf 
to the con tro l of the Am erican 
m il ita ry  leaders. I t  has been re­
ported th a t G iraud, D a rlan ’s suc­
cessor, a t one tim e de fin ite ly  
stated tha t he would w ork  w ith  
(by t lia t  he meant th a t he would 
take orders from ) the Am ericans, 
but not. the B rit is h .

As is to be expected, the B r i t ­
ish im peria lis ts  have not been 
ve ry  vociferous in  th e ir  c ritic ism  
o f the Roosevelt ad m in is tra tion , 
fo r  the sim ple reason th a t they 
cannot a ffo rd  to antagonize the 
power upon whose support they 
depend to w in  the war. T he ir 
d issatis faction takes the fo rm  
m a in ly  of a half-hearted defense 
o f the arrangem ent w ith  Darlan. 
T ha t the E ng lish  libe ra ls  have 
beeq more loud in  th e ir  c ritic ism  
of the deal w ith  D arlan than 
th e ir  Am erican brothers is  a re f­
lection of the state o f m ind o f the 
B r it is h  ru lin g  class.

As fa r  as the E ng lish conserv­
atives are concerned, th e ir  anx­
ie ty  is assuredly no t caused by 
any concern w ith  the fac t th a t a 
deal has been made w ith  a  fr ien d  
of H it le r  and an enemy of democ­
racy. They w ou ld  scoff a t those 
who procla im  the p rinc ip le  tha t 
a deal w ith  a reactionary  appeas­
er of H it le r  is con tra ry  to the 
dem ocratic purposes of a peoples’ 
w ar and therefore im perm issible. 
T h e ir concern is solely fo r th e ir  
im p e ria lis t in terests. They saw 
in  D a rlan ’s close tie-up w ith  the 
Am erican forces an ind ica tion  
th a t France and the French colo­
nies have com plete ly succumbed 
to Am erican in fluence. In  the 
support th a t the E ng lish  reaction ­
aries give to de Gaulle as against 
the Am erican arrangem ent w ith  
D arlan  we can see m ora evidence 
o f the fierce r iv a lry  rag ing  be­
tween the E ng lish  and Am erican 
m onopoly cap ita lis ts  underneath 
the cloak o f a jo in t  e ffo r t to 
sm ite  the common enemy.

W hatever independent r o l e  
France played p r io r  to the w a r is 
now gone. I ts  ru lin g  class is d i­
vided in to  th ree  groups —  one 
depending upon and supporting  
German m onopoly cap ita lism , an­
o ther tied up w ith  E ng lish  cap i­
ta lism  and a th ird  w ith  Am erican 
cap ita lism .

s  *  *

The c r it ic is m  o f the S ta lin is ts  
is also m odulated. T h e ir  support 
of the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion
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is  so whole-hearted tha t they are 
w ill in g  to be more than charitab le  
in  th e ir  judgm ent of an y th ing  
done by the governm ent. The 
S ta lin is ts  must, however, consider 
the outraged feelings of the s in ­
cere libe ra ls  and progressive w o rk ­
ers who object to dealing w ith  an 
avowed enemy of democracy. T h e ir  
c r it ic is m  is also m otiva ted by the 
consideration th a t D arlan  and 
those lik e  h im  are b itte r  enemies 
o f the Soviet Union.

T h e ir  g in g e rly  approach to  the  
deal w ith  D a rlan  is perhaps d ic­
ta ted by the fa c t th a t they are 
no t exactly  in  the best position 
to c r it ic iz e  deals w ith  fascists. 
N o t so long ago they strenuous­
ly  defended a certa in  agreem ent 
between S ta lin  and H it le r  wh ich, 
in  the words o f M o lo tov, was 
“ sealed in  blood.”

I t  is  the a ttitud e  towards the 
Darlan a ffa ir  taken by the sincere 
libe ra ls  and the w orkers who 
believe th a t th is  w a r is re a lly  one 
fo r democracy, th a t deserves the 
closest a tten tion  of revo lu tiona ry  
M arxists. T h e ir feelings have been 
outraged because, be liev ing th a t 
th is  is a w ar fo r democracy, they 
are unable to exp la in how i t  is  
possible tha t those who lead such 
a w a r can so easily conic to an 
agreement w ith  an open enemy o f 
democracy. They necessarily in ­
volve themselves in  an argum ent 
as to how fa r  m il i ta ry  considera­
tions p e rm it an agreement be­
tween those fig h tin g  fo r  demo­
cracy and dyed-in-the-wool reac­
tionaries.

W h ile  sym path iz ing  w ith  the 
sincere libe ra ls  and progressive 
w orkers we, of course, cannot 
accept th e ir  premise. F o r us the 
deal w ith  D arlan  was not bad be­
cause i t  vio lates the p rinc ip les fo r  
w h ich  th is  w ar is  ostensib ly being 
fou gh t. I t  was .s im ply another 
in d ica tio n  th a t the m onopoly 
cap ita lis ts  ave not f ig h tin g  a w ar 
fo r  democracy.

F o r c r it ic a l libe ra ls  i t  was a 
question o f suppo rting  de Gaulle 
as aga inst D arlan . F o r revo lu ­
tio n a ry  M a rx is ts  i t  was a ques­
tio n  o f sup po rting  the  co lon ia l 
people o f the F rench colonies 
aga inst both D arlan  and de 
Gaulle. O ur demand o f the Roose­
v e lt a d m in is tra tion  is not th a t 
he support de Gaulle bu t th a t he 
recognize and accept the r ig h t  o f 
the natives to determ ine th e ir  
own fo rm  o f governm ent. The 
appo in tm ent o f D a rla n ’s succes­
sor a fte r  his assassination shows 
th a t the natives have no t one 
word to say about the question 
o f the fo rm  o f th e ir  governm ent. 
I f  th is  is a w a r fo r  democracy, 
then i t  is  the k ind o f democracy 
from  w hich the people o f the  
French colonies are excluded.

* * *

The m ost im p o rtan t aspect o f 
the support given by the ad­
m in is tra tio n  to D arlan  and h is  
successor is th a t i t  furn ishes us 
w ith  an alm ost certa in  in d ica tion  
as to w hat can be expected in  
Europe should the Am erican m il i ­
ta r y  forces succeed in c rack ing  
H it le r ’s m il ita ry  power. The D ar­
lan  deal shows th a t the Roosevelt 
governm ent w i l l  not hesitate to 
support w ith  m il ita ry  force and 
w ith  food, any governm ent in  
Europe w ill in g  to do its  b idd ing.

I t  is  qu ite  probable th a t Roose­
ve lt would p re fe r to support a 
dem ocratic ca p ita lis t regim e in  
any coun try  in  Europe. Support of 
such a regime would free h im  
from  c rit ic is m  from  the le ft. B u t 
h is  a im  and the aim  o f any gov­
ernm ent th a t w i l l  ex is t a t the tim e 
o f Am erican occupation of Europe 
is no t to establish cap ita lis t 
dem ocratic regimes bu t to establ­
is h  and re ta in  "o rde r.”  The m a jo r 
consideration o f Roosevelt and 
his fo llow ers in  m aking  the deal 
w ith  D arlan  was th a t the la tte r  
could de live r the goods. I t  is  th a t 
consideration tha t w i l l  determ ine 
the conduct o f an y  c a p ita lis t gov­
ernm ent in  W ashington.

D e live rin g  the goods means tw o  
th in g s : to keep order, th a t is, to  
prevent the masses fro m  ta k in g  
power in to  th e ir  own hands, and 
to do the  b idd ing o f the  A m e r­
ican governm ent. I t  can be stated 
w ith  the u tm ost c e rta in ty  th a t 
any governm ent, no m a tte r how 
reactionary , th a t is  capable and 
w illin g  to  do these tw o  th ings  
w il l  receive the  suppo rt o f the  
Am erican governm ent.

Tt is qu ite  probable tha t, before 
H it le r ’s arm ies crack up, H it le r  
and his closest associates w il l  tu rn  
the re ins over to  some German 
generals fo r  the purpose of 
m aking  the best possible peace 
w ith  the A llie s  and to prevent an 
up ris ing  o f the German masses. 
There w i l l  be no hesita tion, we 
can be sure, on the p a rt o f the 
A m erican governm ent in  support­
in g  any reactionary  regim e in  
Germany i f  i t  can assure "o rd e r”  
and obedience to W ashington's 
commands.

Even ‘fo r  those lib e ra ls  and 
w orkers who support the  w a r the 
task is to  prepare fo r  a s trugg le  
aga inst the a ttem pts  o f any gov­
ernm ent in  W ash ing ton to  p re ­
vent the masses o f Europe fro m  
de te rm in ing  th e ir  own fa te . No 
D a rla n  deal should be to le ra ted .
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AYC Offers Aid to 
Lift 'M ilitant' Ban
E d ito r:

A s the Chairm an o f the A m e r­
ican Y ou th  Com m ittee, a group 
o f over 500 members in  10 states, 
a llow  me to  express m y u tm ost 
sym pathy w ith  you in  y o u r f ig h t 
to  have the post o ffice ban on 
The M il ita n t  lifte d .

I  disagree w ith  m ost o f you r 
views, I  am a p ro -v ic to ry  
m oderate socia list, bu t I  believe 
th a t the re  is no reason to  ca ll 
you seditious, o r to  deny you r 
con s titu tion a l c iv il libe rties .

I  w i l l  be glad to  cooperate w ith  
you and the CRDC in f ig h tin g  
against the Post O ffice ban and 
ga in ing  the freedom  o f the M in ­
neapolis team sters.

John Loeb, Chairm an 
A m erican Youth  Com m ittee 
La Crescentc, C a lif.

dustries and th is  was a b ig  blow 
to  the c lique o f Sam K ram berg  
and Company.

There were on ly  3 ou t o f 12 
candidates fo r  pa id  office on the 
C. P. sla te who survived the 
debacle.

The un fo rtuna te  aspect o f the 
election was the fa c t th a t the 
“ V ic to ry  T ic k e t”  w h ich opposed 
the S ta lin is ts , had no rea l 
program  and has no t com m itted 
its e lf  to an un re le n tin g  fig h t 
aga inst the bosses fo r  decent 
wages and conditions.

Food W orke r 
New  Y o rk  C ity

Elections Unseat 
CP in Local 302
E d ito r:

A f te r  7 years o f un in te rrup ted  
job-con tro l, the C. P. t ic k e t was 
f in a lly  defeated in  an election 
held in the C a fe te ria  Employees 
U nion, Local 302, tw o weeks ago.

One fa c to r c o n trib u tin g  to  th e ir  
defeat was th e ir  sponsorship o f a 
con tract p ro v id ing  fo r  open shop 
wages and conditions. The decid­
in g  fa c to r in  the  election, how­
ever, was the  deep cu t in  the 
S ta lin is t vote in  the chain stores. 
M any o f th e ir  s ta lw a rts  have 
been d ra fte d  o r lo s t to  w a r in -

Women Writers Are 
Praised for Work
E d ito r:

I  have been pleased and proud 
o f the artic les  w h ich  ou r woman 
comrades are w r it in g  fo r  the 
paper. Please o ffe r  m y  con­
g ra tu la tions  to  E lo ise B lack, 
M ir ia m  C arte r, M arie  T a y lo r and 
B e tty  Kuehn.' I  have co n g ra tu la t­
ed La rissa Reed m any tim es 
m yse lf fo r  her fine artic les .

I  have heard much favo rab le  
com m ent on the la s t 4 o r 5 issues 
o f The M ilita n t.  A  Negro w orker, 
whom I  m et a t the post office, 
con tribu ted several do lla rs to help 
along w ith  the f ig h t aga inst sup­
pression. He has never been a 
subscriber and never has been 
reached by the d is tribu tions , bu t 
knows o f the paper and w h a t i t  
stands fo r .

G. C.
M inneapolis, M inn.

Company Unions 
Beaten in Texas
E d ito r:

The Confederated Unions o f 
Am erica, organized in  Chicago 
la s t October by the a lleged ly  “ in ­
dependent”  unions, g o t o f f  to a 
bad s ta r t  here in Houston where 
th e ir  m ain s treng th  used to la y  in 
the Brotherhood o f W elders, 
C u tte rs  and Helpers o f Am erica, 
Local 5, and the tw o  company 
dom inated locals o f the Inde­
pendent M e ta l W orkers  U n ion.

These la s t tw o  locals were 
separated fo r  J im  Crow  reasons 
and were de fin ite ly  labeled com­
pany union some tim e  back. In  a 
recent election, however, the 
w orkers in  these locals voted to  
jo in  the C IO ’s U n ited  Steel 
W orkers. T h is  was a body blow 
to the C U A  in  th is  te r r ito ry .

The C U A ’s on ly  rem a in ing  
s treng th  here now is the inde­
pendent welders union, an o u t­
g ro w th  o f the s trugg le  in  the 
A F L  fo r  c ra f t  recogn ition  o f the 
welders. F o r a period they were 
re a lly  go ing to  tow n in  the  G u lf 
area, bu t are now declin ing.

I t  looks like  the C IO ’s In ­
d u s tria l U n ion o f M arine  and 
S h ipbu ild ing  W orkers w i l l  soon 
take over th is  o u tfit  and the C U A  
w i l l  van ish com ple te ly fro m  th is  
te r r ito ry .

M e ta l W orke r 
Houston, Texas

THE HOUSING CRISIS
W ar Workers Must Live in Shacks Under Dangerous Health 
Conditions While Millions Are Spent On Unnecessary Plants

By JO H N  A D A M S O N

To defend the USSR as 

the m ain fo rtress  o f the 

w orld  p ro le ta ria t, against 

a ll assaults o f w o rld  im ­

peria lism  and o f in te rn a l 

counter-revo lu tion , is  the 

m ost im p o rta n t du ty  o f 

e v e r y  class-conscious 

w orker.
—  LE O N  TR O TS K Y

JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. Military training of workers, financed 

by the government, but under control 
of the trade unions. Special officers’ 
training camps, financed by the gov* 
eminent but controlled by the trade 
unions, to train workers to become 
officers.

2. Trade union wages for all workers 
drafted into the army.

5. Full equality for Negroes in the armed 
forces and the war industries— Down 
with Jim Crowism everywhere.

4. Confiscation of all war profits. Expro­
priation of all war industries and their 
operation under workers’ control.

5. For a rising scale of wages to meet the 
rising cost of living.

6. Workers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

7. An Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

8. A Workers’ and Farmers’ Govern­
ment.

9. Defend the Soviet Union against im­
perialist attack.

No Tax On Wages!
On January. 1 the new 5 per cent “ V ictory Tax” 

went into effect. This tax is a real “ V ictory”  for 
the rich.

From now on every worker w ill be forced to pay 
5 per cent on all wages over §12 a week. This w ill 
be deducted automatically from his pay check by 
the employer.

By this means another chunk is taken, out of 
wages which have been frozen despite the con­
stantly rising prices of necessary commodities. This 
is in addition to the already exhorbitant taxes on 
low incomes, and the hidden taxes on commodities 
and services which h it the workers harder than any 
other section of the population.

To make sure that the tax soaks the poor, but 
allows plenty of loopholes for the rich, the law 
provides that a wage earner cannot deduct insur­
ance payments, donations to charity, and the like, 
from his taxable income. However, the business­
man is generously allowed such deductions.

But the claim is that the “ Victory Tax”  is the 
most democratic of all taxation. It applies 
"equally,”  says the administration, to all citizens, 
rich and poor alike.

Whether you earn §13 a week or §1000 a week, 
you have the “ equal”  duty to pay 5 per cent over 
§12 a week to the government. Thus, a man earn­
ing §1000 a week w ill have to struggle along on a 
little  over §950 a week. . . provided he is not able 
to make enougli "deductions”  to get around the 
payment of the tax. The man earning §15 a week, 
w ill have the “ equal” right to get along on a little  
over §14 a week.

While this tax adds another p ill to the bitter 
medicine the workers have been forced to swallow, 
the administration’s promises to lim it the incomes 
of the wealthy have been proven to be nothing but 
frauds. The §25,000 ceiling on incomes has been 
exposed as a fancy piece of demagogy. W ith the 
bountiful aid of the government, the war profiteers 
are piling up unprecedented wealth, and the tax 
program is deliberately planned to protect their 
profits.

The workers, on thej other hand, must not only 
work under speed-up conditions, deprived of many 
of their fundamental union rights, but must pay 
for the "privilege”  out of Ihcir already frozen 
wages.

The Victory Tax is another vicious attack on the 
workers standard of living.

No Tax on workers wages! Abolish the Victory
Taxi

The Meaning O f  1942 
Election Returns

The Associated Press issued on December 24 its 
tabulation of final official figures on the Congres­
sional elections. It bears out even more than earl­
ier unofficial figures the contentions we have made 
concerning the significance of the election re­
turns:

1. The total vote in the Congressional contests 
was only 28,111,583 —  the lowest in  any national 
election in 22 years. Allowing for population in­
creases, it is the smallest vote in an even longer 
period. Only about 50 per cent of the eligibles 
voted. The votes were only slightly more than 
half of the 50 m illion who voted in the 1940 Presi­
dential contest. In the last mid-term election — 
1938 —  the Congressional vote was 36,203,133
—  that is, there were in 1938 more than six m il­
lion votes than this time.

These figures, however, only begin to tell the 
story. A ll observers agree that the middle class 
came out in force to vote this year —  certainly 
in greater numbers than in 1938. On the other 
hand, proportionately fewer workers voted than 
any other group, according to a survey by the 
Gallup poll, which has stated:

“ Of four major occupational groups the Gal­
lup institute’s preliminary findings reveal that 
in proportion to their numbers professional and 
business people went in greatest numbers to the 
polls. Farmers came rtext, and then white col­
lar workers. LABOR UNIONS TURNED OUT 
FEWER IN PROPORTION TO T H E IR  N U M ­
BERS TH AN  ANY OF T H E  OTHER MAJOR 
GROUPS." (New York Times, Nov. 24, 1942.) 
These facts support our original contention that 

a considerable proportion of the workers, especial­
ly  the organised workers, found no choice between 
Tweedledee-Republican and Tweedledum-Demo­
crat and voted with their feet.

The one important state and city where the 
workers had a chance to vote against both Re­
publicans and Democrats and for a labor ticket
—  the American Labor Party in New York — 
the ALP candidate for governor polled 18 per cent 
of the city and 10 per cent of the state vote.

A d d  i t  a ll u p  and i t  ind ica tes  the  basic 
tre n d  w h ic h  is  deve lo p ing  am ong  the  
w o rke rs  —  away f r o m  the  tw o  c a p ita lis t 
pa rties  and tow a rd  th e ir  ow n p a r ty  —  
an Ind e p e n d e n t L a b o r P a rty . A n d  th is  
tre n d  is  deve lo p ing  dow n  in  the  ranks  
o f  the  u n ion s  in  sp ite  o f  the  fa c t th a t the  
to p  A F L  and C IO  leade rsh ip  keep c lin g ­
in g  to  R ooseve lt’s coat-ta ils .

2. The trend toward the Labor Party is certain 
to be speeded up by the fact, demonstrated by the 
Associated Press tabulation, that control of Roose­
velt's *party is openly shifting to its most reaction­
ary section, the "solid South." Of the 222 Con­
gressmen elected by the Democrats, 118 —  more 
than a m ajority  — came from the thirteen South­
ern states! These Southern reactionaries w ill run 
the Democratic Party in the new Congress.

Even more significant of the relationship of 
forces in the Democratic Party is the fact that 
outside the solid South that party polled majori­
ties only in eight states, and those were small or 
sparsely-populated: Arizona, Maryland, Montana, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Rhode Island, Utah and 
Washington. This means that the bulk of the like­
ly  electoral votes for a Democratic presidential 
candidate is in the bailiw ick of the Southern arch­
reactionaries.

The popular vote is even more indicative. As 
against 50.6 per cent for the Republicans, the 
Democrats got 47.4 per cent of the popular vote. 
Yet this m inority of the popular vote was enough 
to give the Democrats a narrow m ajority of the 
House of Representatives —  thanks to the fact 
that in the thirteen Southern states the Democrats 
polled 76.S per cent of the vote (including of 
course the eight poll-tax states where only tiny 
portions of the citizens can vote.)

A ll  these fig u re s  in d ic a te  th a t w h ile  
starry-eyed W a llace  m ay s t i l l  be m a k in g  
speeches, Messrs. B ilb o , D ies and th e ir  
p o ll- ta x  gang are  f i r m ly  in  the  saddle in  
R ooseve lt’ s p a rty .

When the new Congress convenes, they w ill show 
who is running things. One bitter lesson after an­
other during the coming year at the hands of these 
Democrats w ill teach the workers that they can 
expect nothing but blows from Roosevelt’s party.

Foreseeing the workers’ disillusionment w ith the 
Democratic Party, some of the more far-seeing Re­
publicans are try ing w ith might and main to re­
furbish their party with a pseudo-liberal colora­
tion. W illk ie  is the outstanding example. More­
over it is reported that W illkie, in the event that 
he fails to re-upholster the Republican Party, is 
playing with the idea of a th ird party.

We are confident, however, that neither a redec­
orated Republican Party nor a new catch-all capi­
talist party w ill get the workers when they turn 
their backs on the Democratic Party. The time 
is ripe — indeed, rotten-ripe —  for an end to com­
pany unionism in politics.

T h is  tim e  the  w o rke rs  are  a lready be­
g in n in g  to  sense the  basic necessity, n o t 
o n ly  to  tu rn  away f ro m  Tw eedledee to  
T w eed ledum , b u t to  step fo rw a rd  w ith  
th e ir  ow n p a rty , an Ind ependen t L a b o r  
P a rly .  T h a t is the  p la in  m ean ing  o f  the  
fa c t tha t m il l io n s  o f  w o rke rs , re fu s in g  to  
choose between the  tw o  ca p ita lis t pa rties , 
s im p ly  vo ted  w ith  th e ir  fee t in  the  
N ovem be r e lections.

D E T R O IT  —  The d isg race fu l condition o f hous­
in g  and health  fa c ilit ie s  in  the D e tro it  area is 
now reaching the proportions o f a na tiona l scan­
dal.

There is such grave danger th a t an epidemic 
may break ou t in W ayne. Macomh and W ashte­
naw counties th a t even the public hea lth  o ff i­
cia ls are beg inn ing to  sound the a larm .

Spencer Gordon, Executive Secre tary o f the 
W illo w  Run C om m unity  Council has come fo r th  
w ith  the announcement th a t hea lth  conditions 
in  W estern W ayne and Eastern W ashtenaw coun­
ties, in  the v ic in ity  o f the W illo w  Run p la n t 
o f the Ford M o to r Co. are “ grave and m enacing.”

A ppearing  a t a m eeting o f the Com m ittee on 
Defense H ea lth  and W elfa re , M ich igan  Council 
o f Defense, he reported th a t despite m onths o f 
discussion, housing and san ita tion  fo r  w orkers 
a t the w a r p lan t are g ro w in g  s tead ily  worse. 
He in fo rm ed the com m ittee th a t w a rn in g  o f d is­
ease, reaching epidemic p roportions, had been is ­
sued by the W ayne County M edical Society, 
M ich igan  S tate M edical Society and o ffic ia ls  o f 
the U . S. P ub lic  H ea lth  Service, bu t a ll to  no 
avail.

Plans  “ Came to  N o th in g ”

“ There have been innum erable plans fo r  extend­
in g  w a te r to  the area fro m  D e tro it,”  Gordon 
stated, “ bu t thus fa r  they came to no th ing .”

W hat is w rong? W ho is responsible fo r  th is  
callous and c r im in a l d isregard fo r  the  hea lth  and 
lives o f the w a r w orkers in  the area th a t is c a ll­
ed “ arsenal fo r  dem ocracy?”  People who do no t 
th in k  and venal newspaper w r ite rs  have a ready 
answer: “ bureaucracy,”  “ ine ffic iency,”  “ o ffic ia l 
bung ling ,”  “ in a b ility  o f county, s tate and federa l 
o ffic ia ls  to  act in concert,”  etc., etc. These super­
fic ia l exp lanations, however, are designed to  hide 
the t ru th  from  the people ra th e r than expose it .

Gordon h im se lf revealed la te r on in his te s ti­
mony w hy the innum erable plans and endless d is­
cussions have s t i l l  not produced one pa rtic le  of. 
action. " I t  is said by the  W a r P roduction Board 
th a t c r it ic a l m ate ria ls  cannot be spared fo r  the 
purpose.”  A t  la s t we know  where the bo ttle } 
neck is.

Is i t  true  th a t we do no t have the necessary 
“ c r it ic a l m a te ria ls ”  to  bu ild  the houses and in ­
s ta ll the necessary san ita ry  equipm ent to  ensure 
the health and the lives o f the  w orkers in  the  
“ arsenal o f dem ocracy?”  Is  i t  tru e  th a t the  w a r

w orkers  o f the "a rsena l o f dem ocracy”  m ust be 
constan tly  exposed to  the dangers o f disease and 
epidem ic?

They haven’t  go t the “ c r it ic a l m a te ria ls ”  to 
bu ild  homes and supply w a te r fo r  the w orkers, 
bu t apparen tly  there is p len ty o f “ c r it ic a l m ate­
r ia ls ”  to construct huge, sp ra w ling  and w ho liy  
unnecessary p lan ts which are handed over g ra tis , 
free  o f charge, to  these same b illio n a ire  corpora­
tions. There is scarcely a la rge corpora tion  in  
D e tro it  th a t has no t b u ilt  new p lan ts  o r “ add i­
tions”  in  the past tw o years, w h ile  the old p lants 
are stand ing h a lf id le. A t  the present tim e, the 
Budd Co. is bu ild in g  a huge new “ add ition ”  to  its  
D e tro it p lan t, w h ile  h a lf o f its  old p lan t rem ains 
unused.

P le n ty  o f  M a te r ia l —  to  Waste

The W ar Production Board found the c r it ic a l 
m ate ria ls  to  approve the bu ild ing  o f the m onster 
Dodge p la n t outside o f Chicago, the “ la rge s t p lan t 
in the w orld ,”  one section o f wh ich, i t  is  stated, 
occupies over 50 c ity  blocks, w h ile  whole sec­
tions o f the C hrys ler C orpora tion  p lan ts  in  M ich - 
gan stand idle.

Gordon revealed in his tes tim ony th a t unsa tis ­
fa c to ry  housing in  the t ra ile r  camps and shack 
settlem ents about the W illo w  Run p lan t, as w e ll 
as lack o f res tau ran ts  and fa c ilit ie s  fo r  recrea­
t io n  had caused a tu rno ve r o f nearly  100% o f the 
w o rk in g  force a t the Bom ber p lan t.

“ The women were compelled to w a lk  a m ile  
and one h a lf  to the nearest res tau ran ts  o r ho t dog 
stands. Thre  was no recreation o f any type a v a il­
able. M ost o f them  wearied o f the li fe  and q u it 
th e ir  jobs to  d r i f t  elsewhere.”

(O f course, the o ffic ia ls  o f the Ford M o to r Co. 
do not have to  w o rry  about th is  problem any 
longer. V ic to r R euther and Gus Scholle o f the 
CIO  have generously consented to  “ freeze”  the 
w orkers to  the  jo b .)

Upon rece iv ing  the fo rego ing  a la rm in g  repo rt, 
the Defense Council com m ittee go t in to  im m e­
d iate and decisive action : the y  authorized th e ir  
chairm an, John D. O’Connell, who is also direo- 
to r  o f the M ich igan D epartm ent o f Social W e l­
fa re , to p e titio n  the  Commanders o f the W ayne 
and W ashtenaw County C itizens Defense Corps 
to  appo in t a com m ittee to  study and rep o rt on 
problems o f health in  the W illo w  Run ne ighbor­
hood.

And they call i t  “ D e tro it  the dyn am ic !”

The Four Freedoms Have 
A Double Anniversary

-------------------  B y  JO H N  B A T E S  -------------------

Janua ry  6 is a double ann iversary  fo r  P resident 
Roosevelt. Two years ago on th a t date he f irs t  fo rm ­
u la ted his “ F o u r Freedoms.”  The f ir s t  o f those fre e ­
doms was freedom  o f speech which, according to  F D R , 
was to  app ly  “ everywhere in the w o rld .”

Janua ry  6 also m arks tw o  m onths to the day th a t 
the Roosevelt a d m in is tra tion  moved aga inst a w o rk ­
ing  class paper. I t  was on Novem ber 6, 1942 th a t  his 
Post O ffice o ffic ia ls  suppressed The M il ita n t  by re ­
fu s in g  to send i t  th rou gh  the m ails.

In  the b r ie f  tw o years since the  f i r s t  appearance 
o f the fou r-freedom s slogan, the colon ia l peoples l iv ­
in g  under the B r it is h , F rench and D utch em pires 
have been o ffic ia lly  excluded fro m  these r ig h ts . 
Roosevelt pleads “ m il ita ry  expediency”  fo r  the be­
tra y a l o f these dem ocratic slogans abroad. He can 
o f fe r  no such a lib i fo r  his suppression o f w o rk in g  
class op in ion a t home.

WLB Decisions Reveal 
Infamy of Labor Leaders

------------------------  By E D W A R D  H IL L  ------------------------

l i i recent weeks both AFL and CIO International 
union leaders have attacked the delays and red 
tape of the War Labor Board. But the most 
significant fact in the mounting anti-labor record 
of the WLB is never mentioned by the top union 
officialdom. That important fact is that the labor 
representatives on the board have been cravenly 
casting their votes along with the employer and 
“ public”  members in several anti-labor decisions.

The most flagrant recent case of the betrayal of 
workers’ interests by the labor representatives on 
the WLB was the unanimous decision rejecting the 
demands of 32,000 transport workers of New York 
City, and ruling against the W LB taking jurisdic­
tion in cases involving government workers.

Two CIO unions and one AFL union had united 
to demand that the W LB take jurisdiction in the 
case of the New York transport workers, and the 
Newark, New Jersey municipal workers.

The A L L  and CIO conventions held recently 
both passed resolutions demanding that the WLB 
take jurisdiction in the cases of government work­
ers. The CIO convention specifically demanded 
that the WLB grant the wage demands of the New 
York transport workers.

Van D. Bittner and Delmond Garst were the CIO 
members on the WLB on this case. George Meany 
and Matthew W oll were the A F L  representatives.

Despite the mandate of the A FL and CIO con­
ventions these labor “ leaders”  voted with the em­
ployers against labor in this case. Not one of them 
so much as opened his mouth publicly against this 
anti-labor W LB decision.

When Meany and W oll in December 1941, voted 
with the employers against the United Mine Work­
ers in the captive mine dispute, CIO President 
Philip M urray correctly called their action “ arch 
treachery and treason to labor.”

Meany and Woll were arch traitors in December 
1941, and they arc still gu ilty of treason against 
labor in December, 1942. To their ranks are added 
Bittner and Garst.

Suicides Declining As 
Mass Murder Increases

------------------------By G RACE C A R L S O N -------------------------

One move g la r in g  exam ple o f the u t te r  in a b ility  
o f the U . S. ru lin g  class to  provide peace, freedom  
and p len ty  fo r  the A m erican w o rk in g  masses is shown 
in a recent S ta tis tica l B u lle tin  o f the M e trop o litan  
L ife  Insurance Company.

L is ted as a “ beneficial by-p roduct o f w a r”  is the  
fa c t th a t t lie  suicide ra te  in  the U n ited  States has 
dropped sha rp ly  since th is  cou n try  entered the w a r.

A  s im ila r  fp l l  in  the suicide ra te  was also observed 
in W orld  W ar I  when there wa§ a 50%. drop in  the 
U . S. ra te  o f suicides fro m  1915 to  1920.

How can w ar, w ith  its  a w fu l w e igh t o f s u ffe r in g  
and sorrow , s tay the  hands o f thousands o f in ­
d iv idua ls  bent on se lf-destruction?  Because, says the 
agent o f the M e trop o litan  L ife  Insurance Company, 
“ The demands o f the m il ita ry  forces fo r  m a te ria l 
cause a sudden sp u rt in  production and money in ­
comes,”  which, in tu rn , creates a “ m ore favo rab le  
m enta l ou tlook.”

In  its  tim es o f peace— ra th e r, in  the periods be­
tween its  w ars— the dy in g  c a p ita lis t system  is w ra ck ­
ed by financia l crises, depressions and colossal un ­
em ploym ent problems. A s a re su lt thousands o f sick, 
cold, hu ng ry  w orkers are driven to suicide each year.

Now the M e trop o litan  Insurance Company finds 
cause fo r  g ra tifica tio n  in  the  fa c t th a t w orkers have 
stopped k i l l in g  themselves by the thousands to  take 
pa rt in  the w ar program , in which they k i l l  each o ther 
by the m illio n s !

A ltho ug h  the num ber o f annual suicides has dropped 
to  a lm ost one-ha lf o f w h a t i t  was in  the depths o f 
the depression ten years ago, there arc  s t i l l  18,000 
suicide deaths in th is  country . I t  is estim ated th a t an 
add itiona l 100,000 unsuccessful a ttem p ts  a t se lf- 
destruction  occur annually.

“ I t  is a m elancholy tho ugh t th a t considerably more 
than 100,000 people in  th is  coun try , each year, find  
li fe  so hopeless and cheerless th a t death seems 
pre fe rab le ,”  says the s ta tis tic ia n  o f the insurance 
company who is distressed because the prem ature  
deaths o f so m any w orkers means a loss in  p ro fits  
to his company.

Socialists, who are genu ine ly  grieved by the “ hope­
less and cheerless”  ou tlook th a t leads to  so m any 
suicides, are o rgan iz ing  to end the c a p ita lis t system, 
w h ich  is p r im a r ily  responsible fo r  the wastage in  
human li fe  represented by suicide deaths, as w e ll as 
fo r  the fa r ,  f a r  g re a te r loss o f l i fe  in  c a p ita lis t wars.


