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BOSSES SEEK TO ‘FREEZE’ OPEN SHOP
Demand Unions 
Surrender A ll 
Basic Rights

The Negro Mess 
Attendant On  
The 'Arizona'

An Editorial
A n  eye-witness accoun t o f  the  P ea rl H a rb o r b a t­

tle , p ub lish e d  in  the  Dec. 22  New York Times, te lls  
how  “ a N egro  mess a ttendan t w ho neve r b e fo re  had 
f ire d  a gun  m anned a m ach ine  g un  on  th e  b rid g e  
( o f  the  s in k in g  b a ttle sh ip  A r iz o n a ) u n t i l  h is  a m m u ­
n it io n  was exhausted .”

We cite this story not simply to show that Negroes have 
heroic fighting qualities. The Negro people have demonstrated 
such qualities in fullest measure through all the centuries of 
their struggle against slavery and racial oppression and in every 
war in which this nation has participated.

Rather we point to this incident of the Negro mess attend­
ant on the U. S. S. Arizona as an example of the discrimin­
atory treatment accorded Negroes in all branches of the Amer­
ican armed forces, particularly the naval division.

T h is  unnam ed N egro  sa ilo r gave an exam ple  o f  
b ra ve ry  and resource fu lness u n d e r f i r e  th a t w o u ld  
do c re d it to  any m em ber o f  the  Navy. Y e t, i f  he is 
s t i l l  a live , he  w i l l  n o t be p e rm itte d  the  o p p o r tu n ity  
even now  to  tra in  in  the  use o f  a gun  on  an A m e r­
ican  nava l vessel. H e m ust re m a in  w ha t he was, a 
mess a ttendan t, “ p r iv ile g e d ”  o n ly  to  c lean tables, 
e m p ty  slops and c lean the  boots o f  some w ho m ig h t 
have b u t h a lf  o f  h is  in te llig e n ce  and courage.

The thing that sticks out like a sore fhumb in the Times 
account of this Negro mess attendant’s action is that he "never 
before had fired a gun.”  Why? Only because this Negro and 
every Negro in the country is barred by the Navy’s Jim-Crow 
regulations from any post other than mess attendant.

This picture of the Negro mess attendant —  segregated, 
discriminated against, denied his elementary right of an equal 
opportunity for training and position in the nation’s fighting 
forces, yet turning with cool courage to fight in defense even 
of those who might have discriminated against him —  this 
picture must cause the blood to boil in the veins of decent, 
democratic men and women.

T he  Navy D e p a rtm e n t re ce n tly  announced tha t 
i t  was co ns ide rin g  a request p e rm it t in g  assignm ent 
o f d ra ftees to  the  Navy, because e n lis tm en ts  were n o t 
keep ing  up  w ith  the  expa n d ing  needs o f  the  sea f o r ­
ces. O ne o f  the  reasons f o r  th is  is th a t young , q u a li­
fie d  Negroes —  m en  o f  the  c a lib re  o f  the  A rizo n a  
mess a ttendan t —  are  n o t p e rm itte d  to  e n lis t in  the  
N avy in  any capacity  o th e r th a n  as a stew ard. T h e  
Navy is c ry in g  fo r  m en , f o r  fig h te rs . Y e t i t  bars the  
N egro  peop le  am ong w h o m  th e re  is a re s e rv o ir o f  
tens o f  thousands o f  young  m en w ith  a p titu d e  f o r  
nava l service and w ith  f ig h t in g  capacities second to  
none.

The Negro people for a long time have wondered what 
kind of war for democracy it is that must be fought by a Jim 
Crow Navy. They have asked what is the difference between 
H itle r’s treatment of the Jews in Germany and the treatment 
they receive here in a war that has been officia lly dedicated to 
the high principles of the “ four freedoms.”  Perhaps wider sec­
tions of the population w ill begin to wonder the same thing 
after reading about the Negro mess attendant on the Arizona.

The American people must demand an end to the Jim Crow 
system in the armed forces. They must speak up in a loud voice 
for equal rights for the Negro people in the armed forces as 
well as everywhere else.

Dodge Local 
Sends Funds 
To Defend 18
Dodge Local No. 3 
Declares Solidarity 
In Minneapolis Case

Dodge Local 3 of the United 
Auto Workers, CIO in Detroit, 
last week made a contribution 
of §50 and sent a letter express­
ing solidarity with the 18 mem­
bers of the CIO and Socialist 
Workers Party who were con­
victed early this month under 
the Smith Gag Law, according 
to the C iv il Rights Defense 
Committee, the official organ­
ization mobilizing public sup­
port on behalf of the 18.

Accom panying the con tribu tion  
was a le tte r of Dec. 19 signed by 
M r. John A. Zaremba, secretary 
acting  on behalf of the Dodge lo ­
cal, w h ich expressed the hope 
th a t " th is  sm all con tribu tion  w ill 
be of some help to the persecuted 
w orkers of M inneapolis.’’

The Dodge local is  one o f the 
largest in  the D e tro it area, and 
is w e ll known in  labor c ircles as

m il ita n t  and active union.
I t  is the tw en ty -fifth  local in 

the UAW  to con tribu te  to the de­
fense of the M inneapolis defend­
ants since the UAW  at its  B u f­

fa lo  na tiona l convention last A u ­
gust passed a reso lu tion protest­
in g  the prosecution.

Longshorem en  
Tax Themselves 
To A id  the 18

The In d u s tr ia l Organizer, 
M inneapolis L o c a l, 5 4 4-C I  0 
newspaper, las t week p rin ted  
a le tte r from  a un ion member 
active in  the C iv il R ights  De­
fense Committee in  San Diego, 
Cal., dem onstrating how strong­
ly  un ion men feel about the 
recent M inneapolis "se d itio n ”  
t r ia l .  P a r t  reads as fo llow s : 

" . . .  a few words about 
the donation toward the t r ia l 
made by the San Diego lo- 
c a 1 o f  t h e  In te rn a tion a l 
Longshoremen a n d  W a r  e- 
liousemen’s Union Local No. 
1-29. They donated $17.25, 
W hen th is  is compared to the 
sm all membership of' on ly 69 
men, I  believe th is  amounts 
to one of the finest examples 
o f working-class so lid a rity  
shown.
A lso , they passed unanimous­
ly  the same reso lu tion tha t 
was passed by the CIO Coun­
c il in  San Francisco, sup­
po rting  the defendants.”

Cops F a il to In t im id a te  C anad ian  S trike rs

War Order 'Commission' 
Racket Bared at Hearing
Fat Fees Paid Agents for Using Influence 
To Steer War Contracts to Their Clients

A Senate investigating committee, set up last Spring after 
several Senators and Gongressmen had spilled the beans about 
discriminatory practices in the issuance of war orders, last week 
turned attention to the men who are selling their “ influence”  
to aid various corporations in securing war contracts. The com­
mittee’s hearings have brought to light several instances of stag­
gering “ fees” being paid “ com- ‘ 
mission men”  for services rend­
ered in enabling corporations to 
get war orders.

There is the case of Leon K.
Shanack, a New Y ork  "defense 
b roker,”  who adm itted to the in ­
vestiga ting  com m ittee th a t he had 
cleared $52,773.06 —  a fte r deduc­
tions fo r  taxes and “ opera ting”  
expenses —  in  ten m onths fo r 
subcontracting w a r orders of 
$262,663.83. M ost of Shanack’s o r­
ders came fro m  the Rem ington

A rm s Company of B ridgeport, 

Conn.
Then there is- the a ffa ir  of the 

$687,000 rem ainder of a $700,000 

commission w h ich  Charles West, 
fo rm er Under-Secretary of the In ­

te r io r  in  the early  New Deal ad­
m in is tra tio n , c la im s the Em pire  
Ordnance Com poration owes h im  
fo r  “ services rendered”  in  assist­
in g  th a t company to get $70,000,- 
000 in  w a r orders, in c lud in g  guns

fo r ships o f the U. S. M aritim e  
Commission.

The gentlem an whom  West 
cla im s offered h im  th is  t id y  sum 
is one F ra n k  Cohen, founder of 
the E m pire  Ordnance Corporation. 
Cohen, W est explained before the 
Committee, had prom ised h im  an 
arrangem ent whereby ho was to 
get 1% on a ll contracts w h ich  he 
assisted the company in  securing. 
W est received on ly  $13,000, he 
claims, and therefore he in s titu ted  
a c iv i l s u it fo r  $687,000 s t i l l  due 
on h is  1% of $70,000,000.

$700,000 W O R TH  
OF “ A D V IC E ”

W est explained fu rth e r tha t 
th is  “ compensation in  lieu  of fee, 
commission, stock o r salary,”  as 
he term ed it ,  was fo r  “ advis ing 
h im  (Cohen) on a ll m atters in ­
vo lv in g  business in  W ashington.”  

(Continued on page 2)

Employers Responsible for Deadlock In 
War Labor Policy Conference at Capitol

DEC. 2 3 . —  Last week the  e m p lo ye r rep resen t­
atives at the  W ash ing ton  la b o r- in d u s try  con fe rence  
on w ar la b o r p o lic y  exacted a n o -s tr ike  p ledge f ro m  

; A F L  and C IO  leaders u n d e r C ongressional th re a t o f  
d ras tic  a n ti-s tr ik e  laws. T h is  week they are p ressing  
for an agreement to "freeze”  the open shop for the duration of 
the war.

Their obvious objective is to prevent further organizational 
drives and to establish the most favorable conditions for un­
dermining present union strength. Given a hand by the labor 
leaders, the em ploying

Canadian s tr ike rs  fro m  e igh t gold m in ing  companies parade th rou gh  the streets o f K ir k ­
land Lake, O ntario , (above) in  answer to  a po lice  dem onstra tion (be low ) intended to  in tim id r 
ate the s tr ik in g  workers. The s tr ik e  was called by Local 240, M ine, M il l  &  Sm elter W orkers, CIO.

USSR Victories Could Be 
Turning Point Of War
With a Policy of Revolutionary War They 
Could Lead to the Overthrow of Hitler

By A N T H O N Y  M A S S IN I
The recent victories and advances of the Red Arm y along 

the whole front have recovered an important section of the 
territory lost by the Soviet Union in the first five months of the 
war. They thus give a much needed breathing spell" to the 
USSR on all three fronts of the war, and relieve the danger
to Leningrad, Moscow and Ros- * --------------------------------------------------------
tov.

In  add ition , the H it le r  m yth  of 
in v in c ib i l ity  —  used to bludgeon 
the governments o f some o f the 
sm aller European countries in to  
the w a r against the USSR —  has 
been s truck  a blow from  which i t  
w i l l  no t soon recover. T h is  w ill 
have an inev itab le  effect on the 
m ora le of the German arm ies, and 
w i l l  do much to increase the un­
rest in  the occupied countries.

H it le r ’s assumption last week 
o f f u l l  personal command of the 
fron t, an attem pt to cover up the 
la test blows to his prestige, is  a 
d irec t consequence of events on 
the eastern fron t, and a symptom 
of g row ing  unrest among the Ger­
man soldiers and people.

These v ic to ries  m ust no t be 
overestimated. Most o f the te r r i­
to ry  taken by the German arm ies 
is  s t i l l  in  the hands o f the en­
emy —  and w ith  it ,  the factories 
and raw  m ateria ls  so necessary 
fo r  con tinu ing  the war. The So­
v ie t U n ion is s t i l l  in  grave danger, 
and s t i l l  in  an unfavorable posi­
t io n  as compared w ith  last sum­
m er o r autum n. Those who spread 
any illus ions  to the con tra ry  are 
not he lp ing the defense o f the 
f irs t w orkers state.

th ru s t back, the vaunted Reichs- 
w ehr was a w orkers ’ and peas­
ants’ arm y, created by a v ic to r i­
ous w orkers revo lu tion . W hat the 
arm ies o f "a ll the m a jo r cap ita lis t 
states o f Europe had been unable 
to accomplish in  more than two 
years of war, to w in  a m ajor v ic ­
to ry  over H itle r , the Red A rm y 
was able to do under a m ilita ry  
leadership th a t is fa r  from  com­
petent and under po litica l condi­
tions th a t are fa r  from  favorable.

A no ther s ign ifican t aspect of

these v ic tories  was the pa rtic ipa ­
tio n  of armed w orker detach­
ments in  the struggle. T H E  MIL-' 
IT A N T  (Dec. 6) has already re l­
ated the p a rt played by the arm ­
ed workers in  the recapture of 
Rostov, where the German arm y 
had entered the c ity  on ly to ba 
set upon by the workers liv in g  in 
the c ity  and driven  back so fierce­
ly  th a t the Red A rm y  was able 
to take the in it ia t iv e  and start 
the .drive th a t has kept the Ger­
man a rm y on the defensive in  the 
southern fro n t ever since.

P A R T  P L A Y E D  B Y  T H E  
A R M E D  W O R K E R  
D E T A C H M E N T S

Likew ise  on the cen tra l and 
no rthe rn  fron ts . There were ex­
tensive; reports in  the Soviet and 
w orld  press la te last sum m er of 
the w orkers of Leningrad and 
Moscow rece iv ing  in s tru c tio n  in 

(Continued on page 2)

Trusts, Not Farmers, Gain 
From Food Price Rises

IM P O R T A N T  LESSONS FOR 
F IG H T  A G A IN S T  F A S C IS M

B u t ne ithe r m ust these victories 
be underestim ated. They can ' 
teach the workers of the w orld  
the most im p o rtan t lessons on 
how to defeat fascism. And prop­
e rly  taken advantage of, they 
could become the tu rn in g  po int 
in  the war.

Despite a ll the ta lk  o f price 
“ ce ilings”  and price “ con tro l,”  
the Bureau of Labor S tatistics 
wholesale commodities price index 
fo r  the week ending Dec. 13 stood 
a t 93.1, the highest level since 
Dec. 1929. On Aug. 19, 1939, just 
p r io r  to the outbreak of the w ar 
in  Europe, the price index was 
a t 74.6. The week fo llow ing  the 
outbreak o f the w ar in  the Pa­
c ific  there were “ general and 
sharp price rises”  ( New York  
Times, Dec. 19).

C ontrary to the idea generally 
c ircu la ted among business circles, 
i t  is  m anufactured products, me­
ta l and m etal products, chemical 
and a llied  products, b u ild in g  ma­
teria ls , house-furnishings goods, 
etc., w h ich  are leading the way 
in  these price rises. Farm  prod­
ucts stand a t 92.8 on the price

The ch ie f significance of these index as contrasted w ith  the fig- 
v ic to ries  lies in  the fac t th a t the | u re  of 93.2 fo r  a ll commodities 
f irs t  a rm y to ha lt, and then | o ther than  fa rm  products.

In  so fa r  as r is in g  food prices 
are concerned, the rea l cu lp rits  
are the big  food com binations 
and trusts, and no t the w o rk ing  
farm ers. A n ti- tru s t ind ic tm ents 
fo r price-fix ing  have been handed 
down against most o f the leading 
corporations in  the baking, da iry , 
canning and f r u i t  exchange indus­
tries.

On Dec. 17, sm all fines were 
imposed on five b ig  baking com­
panies, in c lud in g  Continental, 
General B ak ing  and W ard ’s, fo r 
p rice fix ing . On the same day, 
leading F lo rid a  and C a lifo rn ia  
f r u i t  exchanges, co n tro llin g  the 
na tion ’s supply of c itru s  fru its , 
were ind ic ted fo r  s im ila r  prac­
tices.

The p ro fits  fo r these companies 
are so great th a t they ra re ly  con­
test the ind ic tm ents, p re fe rrin g  
to pay th e ir  sm all fines and go 
on ra k in g  in  th e ir  m illio n s  in  
profits,

class is ' 
t ry in g  to slice o f f  a whole arm .

The 12 un ion spokesman at the 
conference, no doubt m in d fu l of 
the  disastrous consequence to la ­
bor th a t ensued from  the “ freez­
in g ”  o f the open-shop in  the last 
war, have so fa r  refused to ac­
cede to th is  em ployer demand.

T H E  T H O M A S  PRO PO SAL
They have, however, approved 

the proposal o f Senator Thomas 
ca llin g  fo r a no-strike, no-lockout 
po licy, agreement to settle a ll 
controversies through negotia­
tions, m ediation o r a rb itra tio n , 
and the establishm ent of m ach in­
e ry  by the President w ith  power 
to settle a ll disputes. The p a r t i­
cu la r fo rm  o f th is  m achinery, as 
suggested by the labor leaders, is 
a nine-man W ar Labor Board 
s im ila r  to the 1918 body, w ith  
equal labor-employer representa­
t io n  p lus one so-called pub lic  rep­
resentative.

Nevertheless, the employers are 
bo ld ly  ho ld ing  ou t fo r no th ing  less 
than the complete and” uncondi­
tio n a l cap itu la tion  of labor. They 
are ta k in g  an adam ant stand in  
lin e  w ith  th e ir  class in terests. As 
usual, the em ployer representa­
tives are fa r  less conc ilia to ry  
than  the un ion leaders.

T H E  BOSSES’ A IM S
Signs m u lt ip ly  th a t the employ­

ers are fo llo w in g  a deliberate 
long-term  stra teg ica l plan ‘aimed 
a t perm anently para lyz ing or des­
tro y in g  the un ion altogether. 
Agreement by labor to “ freezing”  
o f the open-shop, i t  is apparent, 
w i l l  be a signa l fo r  the employers 
to extend th e ir  demands s t i l l  fu r ­
ther. The next step, as contend 
plated, would be- the “ freezing”  
of wage levels.

T h is  was indicated in  a Dec. 22 
New Y ork  Times ed ito ria l back­
in g  the employers’ open shop 
proposal and u rg in g  fu rth e r tha t 
“ labor m ust be discouraged from  
m ak ing  unreasonable and d is rup ­
tiv e  wage demands. Canada has 
bo ld ly  applied the p rin c ip le  of 
s tab iliza tion  both to prices and 
wages.”  N a tu ra lly , ne ithe r the 
Canadian au tho rities  no r the New  
Y ork  Times proposes the  “ s ta b il­
iza tion ”  o f profits.

B E Y O N D  T H E  “ D E A D L IN E ”
W hen the conference began last 

Wednesday, the emphasis was a ll 
on high-pressuring the un ion lead­
ers in to  a qu ick  uncond itiona l no­
s tr ik e  agreement. The un ion lead­
ers, prodded by the th rea t o f a n ti­
s tr ik e  laws and under the d irect 
in ju n c tio n  of President Roosevelt 
to come to a speedy accord, gave 
in .

The employers, however, have 
fe lt  no compulsion to fo llow  the 
P resident’s in jun c tion . They know 
th a t no m atte r how much th e ir  
respons ib ility  fo r  de laying agree­
ment, they have no th ing  to lose 
i f  the conference collapses. Con­
gress stands eagerly w a itin g  fo r 
the pre text to shove through the 
S m ith  Slave Labor B i l l  or s im ila r 
measures.

The employers have now p ro l­
onged the conference fo r  several 
days beyond the President’s "dead­

lin e ”  fixed fo r last F rida y . The 
na tion ’s big-business press, in ­
stead of ra is in g  a fuss as i t  
would i f  the labor leaders had 
hesitated fo r one m inute, over 
the no-strike issue is showing l i t ­
tle  concern th a t the conference, 
whose speedy conclusion was rep ­
resented as a life-and-death m at­
te r a week ago, now appears dead­
locked. In  fact, the press is egging 
on tlie  employer representatives 
to stand fast on the open shop 
issue.

The em ployers have been fu r th e r  
emboldened to  press th e ir  open 
shop demand by the renewed 
threa ts o f im m ediate a n ti-s tr ike  
leg is la tion  com ing from  the Con­
gressional ha lls. The pow erfu l 
Southern Dem ocratic po ll-tax blocs 
in  both the House and the Sen­
ate, having muted th e ir  labor-hat­
in g  chorus fo r the f irs t  three 
days of the conference, on Sat­
urday started to sw ing in to  cresc­
endo once more. O ther leg is la tors  
are ta k in g  up the re fra in .

T hrough th is  en tire  period of 
p u ttin g  the heat on labor to “ vol« 
u n ta r ily ”  surrender its  rights, 
there has been an alm ost un­
broken silence on the pa rt of the 
press and leg is la tors w ith  respect 
to res tric tio ns  upon the employ­
ers.

E M P LO Y E R S  H A V E  
N O T H IN G  TO LO SE

The employers have gone in to  
th is  conference w ith  l i te ra lly  no 
ob ligations to sacrifice a single 
p riv ilege  o r benefit, save the vir-. 
tu a lly  meaningless “ r ig h t”  to in ­
voke lockouts. They can a ffo rd  
the lu x u ry  of s it t in g  t ig h t w ith* 

(Continued on page 2)

U nion  D onations  
To the C.R.D.C. 
Since W ar Began

F inanc ia l con tribu tions  to 
the C iv il R ights Defense Com­
m ittee, sent by trade unions 
since the declaration of w a r 
ea rlie r th is  m onth, include the 
fo llow ing :

D is tr ic t Council 11 of the 
U n ited Autom obile W orkers, 
CIO, o f Lockport, N. Y., sent 
$50,

Dodge Local 3, UAW , o f De­
t r o it  sent $50.

M id land Steel Local 410, 
UAW , o f D e tro it, sent $30.

M otor Products Local 203, 
U A W  of D e tro it, sent $25.

Republic Lodge 1743 o f the 
Steel W orkers O rgan iz ing Com­
m ittee, CIO, o f Buffa lo , N. Y., 
sent $25.

General E le c tr ic  Local 20.3 
of the U n ited E lec trica l, Radio 
and Machine W orkers, CIO, 
sent $10.

Local 836 o f the UAW , o f 
Saginaw, M ich., sent $5.

T h is  is a clear ind ica tion  
th a t the workers in  the tra d e s 
unions have by no means fo r­
gotten th a t i t  is  necessary to 
continue the fig h t to protect 
c iv i l liberties, even a fte r the 
declaration o f war.
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The Bosses Are Seeking 
to 'Freeze’ the Open Shop

Garbage Collectors Get 
Dirty Deal In Rochester

(Continued fro m  page 1)
ou t fear of being forced to yie ld  
on any po in t.

So fa r  as they are concerned, 
they have breached labo r’s m ajor 
defense when they have won the 
surrender o f the r ig h t  to s tr ike . 
A tta c k in g  the rem a in ing  points 
o f resistance are then in  the na­
tu re  o f fo llow -th rough operations 
to  consolidate the v ic to ry .

In  su rrendering  th is  r ig h t  the 
un ion  leaders give up the most 
effective independent means pos­
sessed by the workers fo r  p ro­
tec tin g  th e ir  in terests. W ithou t 
th is  r ig h t  labor places its  in te r­
ests a t the m ercy of a rb itra tio n  
by a board whose essential pu r­
pose is to  e lim inate  labor disputes, 
no t safeguard the in terests o f la ­
bor. The example of the 1918 W ar 
Labor Board, and the present Na­
tio n a l Defense M ediation Board, 
show th a t such boards have a l­
ways been d is tin c t ly  favorable to 
the employers.

The un ion leaders have express­
ed w illingness to subm it questions 
o f the  un ion o r closed shop to 
w a r labo r board a rb itra tio n . The 
im pression given is th a t the un ­
ions w i l l  be able to w in  union 
shop conditions through such a r­
b itra tio n .

B u t there is no assurance w hat­
ever th a t a rb itra tio n  would decide 
in  favo r of the un ion shop in  
m ost or in  any cases. The l ik e li­
hood is  the very  reverse. W hat 
W ill the unions have to back up 
th e ir  ju s t demands? They already 
w i l l  have given up the r ig h t to 
s tr ike . And w ith o u t th is  r ig h t  to 
fa l l  back upon, they w i l l  be l i te r ­
a l ly  helpless.

W O R KERS D O N ’T  S T R IK E  
F O R  T H E  F U N  OF IT

The im pression conveyed by a 
w illingness to surrender the r ig h t 
to  s tr ik e  is th a t s trikes are a 
weapon l ig h t ly  and free ly  employ­
ed by the workers. The con tra ry  
is  the case. W orkers ne ithe r like  
no r w an t to s trike . Indeed, they

employ th is  weapon on ly  when 
pressed by the employers to the 
l im it  of th e ir  endurance. S trikes 
are a las t resort fo r  the workers, 
used on ly  when they have , ex­
hausted a ll other means of secur­
in g  th e ir  ju s t demands o r a' reas­
onable compromise on th e ir  de­
mands. I t  is  the employers who 
are responsible fo r  s trikes when 
they persist in  denying the w o rk ­
ers th e ir  elem entary r ig h ts  and 
ju s t conditions.

I f  the v ita l ob jective is to  m a in ­
ta in  continuous production, then

(Continued fro m  page 1)

Before the Senate Committee, 
Cohen said he had paid W est $4,- 
900 m ere ly  because “ I  was a 
good-natured damn foo l, th a t ’s 
a ll.”

A no ther in d iv id u a l who has 
been in  the lim e lig h t in  the Sen­
ate com m ittee hearings is Thomas 
G. Corcoran, long a W hite  House 
adviser and fo rm e rly  special a t­
torney o f the Reconstruction F in ­
ance Corporation. Corcoran, i t  
appears, has received fees of $100,- 
000 thus fa r  th is  year as “ legal 
adviser”  to companies engaged in  
w ar w ork.

Am ong the most d iff ic u lt  tasks 
of the inves tiga ting  com m ittee has 
Deen to find out w hat a ll these 
"advisers”  d id  fo r  th e ir  lush fees. 
W H A T  D ID  H E  DO 
FOR H IS  $100,000?

Corcoran, i t  seems, was treated 
ve ry  graciously by the com m it­
tee. Accord ing to the New Y ork  
W orld  Telegram, Dec. 18, “ lie was 
supplied w ith  a com m ittee invest­
iga to r to s it  beside h im  a ll day 
and hand his papers to h im . He 
was protected by . ad m in is tra tion

th a t objective can be attained 

w ith o u t any abrogation o f the 

r ig h t  to s trike .
The w orkers can guarantee un­

in te rrup ted  production i f  the em­

ployers w i l l  do one sim ple th ing : 
meet the ju s t demands of the 
workers.

A t  th is  w r it in g , the conference 
is dead-locked. B u t i t  is dead­
locked on a re la tive ly  secondary, 
though vas tly  im portan t, issue. 
The basic issue is the r ig h t  to 
s trike .

Senators against attem pts o f Re­
publicans to explore w hat he rea l­
ly  d id  fo r  h is fees.”  In  contrast, 
po in ts ou t the WorUl-Telegram, 
“ the rum ors th a t M r. West, who 
has fa lle n  in to  d is favor w ith  New 
Dealers, w ou ld  be a scapegoat in  
the investiga tion  o f the ‘ in fluence 
practice,’ seemed borne out by the 
g r i l l in g  he got fo r  h is ac tiv ities  
on beha lf of E m pire  Ordnance, 
Inc .”

F rom  th is , i t  would seem that 
the m a in  fun c tion  of the inves ti­
ga ting  com m ittee is to pu t a fe\v 
“ sm a ll-fry ”  and scapegoats on the 
spot, bu t no t to press the invest­
ig a tio n  too fa r. The p rinc ip a l ef­
fect of the com m ittee is appar­
e n tly  to qu ie t pub lic  ou tc ry  by a 
show of “ doing som ething”  about 
the shady dealings th a t have been 
going on.

The profession of “ defense 
brokers”  and “ commission m en’’ 
has grown up as a side-line of the 
general w ar-pro fiteering  racket. 
The biggest contracts have a ll 
gone to a hand fu l o f monopc-ly 
corporations w h ich  have no t found 
i t  necessary to use ‘‘go-betweens"

ROCHESTER, Dec. 18. — 
Rochester garbage collectors 
have just been given a deal 
which smells more titan the 
garbage lhey collected.

Last September these work­
ers, members of the  AEL Build­
ing Material Drivers Union, 
asked for an increase from 58c 
to 68c an hour. The C ity  Man­
ager, Cartwright, answered 
them  w ith  the  s ta tem ent th a t 
no th ing  could be done abo-ut i t  
u n t il nex t year as the  c ity  budget 
d id  n o t a llo w  fo r  any increases 
fo r  wages. The w orkers  answer­
ed th is  w ith  a s trike .

I t  so happened th a t th is  was

in  dealing w ith  governm ent o ffi­
cia ls charged w ith  issu ing con­
tracts.

I t  is  the sm alle r and secondary 
corporations w h ich  have found i i  
desirable to employ “ fixers”  and- 
agents who have “ in fluence.”  
These companies have found the 
com petition tough going in  wang­
lin g  some of the w ar orders 
crumbs th a t have been le ft over 
by the big  corporations.

B IG  TR U STS D O N ’T  
N E E D  “ C O M M IS S IO N ”  M E N

T h is  re la tiv e ly  m in o r "com ­
m ission”  racket should not tu rn  
pub lic  a tten tion  away from  the 
m a in  w a r profiteers, the g iant 
corporations w h ich  have gobbled 
up m ost o f the w a r orders and 
have increased th e ir  p ro fit —  ta k ­
ing, in  some instances, ten tim es 
over in  the past year.

These b ig  monopolies operate 
d ire c tly  th rough th e ir  agents and 
dollar-a-year men on the various 
governm ent agencies, such as the 
OPM. They don’t  have to resort 
to crude methods in  snaring con­
tracts.

ju s t before the elections, and so 
the c ity  a d m in is tra tion  was in  an 
embarassing position. F in a lly , a l­
though no contract was advertis ­
ed, a man named Leonard B. 
Finewood, received a contract to 
collect the c ity  garbage. Of course. 
Finewood was not going to collect 
i t  a ll by  h im se lf; h is job was to 
watch the c ity  trucks and equip­
m ent go out and collect the gar­
bage and b rin g  i t  to the c ity  d is­
posal p lan t. F o r th is  he received 
$3.25 per ton, w h ich  it. was un­
derstood would enable h im  not 
on ly  to pay fo r wages but to make 
a l i t t le  p ro fit fo r h im self.

W hen the un ion heard tha t 
Finewood had the contract to col­
lect garbage, i t  contacted h im  and 
offered to w o rk  fo r  h im  a t 68c 
per hour. F inewood accepted, and 
the s tr ik e  was ended.

Late in  November —  a fte r the 
elections were w e ll out of the way 
— there came the news that 
Finewood had no tified  the c ity  
th a t he would no longer watch 
th e ir  wagons collect the garbage 
because he was not m aking mo­
ney on the contract, and was as 
a m a tte r of fac t losing money 
on it .

Im m edia te ly  C i t y  Manager 
C a rtw rig h t and P ub lic  W orks 
Commissioner Roberts decided 
th a t i f  a p riva te  collector couldn’t 
make money on the contract, m ay­
be i t  would be bette r i f  the c ity  
took over the w o rk  again. They 
went, ahead a t once and h ired a 
crew o f garbage collectors to do 
the w o rk  fo r  the c ity . T h e ir sal­
a ry  is  65c. an hour.

They did  not h ire  back any of 
the men who had fo rm e rly  worked 
fo r them, gone on s trike , then 
gone to w o rk  fo r  Finewood. When 
they reapplied fo r  these jobs, 
they were to ld i t  was too late.

So these w orkers arc now out 
on the street, a lthough th e ir  un ­
ion  is  s t i l l  p ro testing  w hat hap­
pened, and they are wondering, 
"H o w  can the c ity  now pay col­
lectors 65c. an hour when we 
were to ld  i t  cou ldn’t  pay more 
than 58c. in  September?”

WAR ORDERS ‘COMMISSION’ RACKET 
BARED AT SENATE ‘C0MMITTEE’ HEARING

USSR Victories Could Be Turning Point
(Continued from, page 1)

the use of arms and m il ita ry  tac­
tics. I t  is  reported now th a t on 
the  F inn ish  fro n t a large force of 
Len ing rad  w o rkers  is p a r t ic i­
pa ting  in  the struggle. Nor can i t  
be doubted th a t the workers of 
Moscow played an im p o rtan t role 
in  the defense o f the Soviet ca­
p ita l, especially when we realize 
th a t the German arm ies were as 
close as 25 m iles to the c ity .

In  the l ig h t  of those develop­
ments, w orkers in  th is  country 
who are concerned about the 
defeat o f H itle r is m  would do 
w e ll to ponder the significance 
o f the T ro ts k y is t proposal fo r 
m il ita ry  tra in in g  of workers, 
financed by the governm ent and 
under the con tro l of the trade 
un ions!

T H E  Q U E S T IO N  OF 
T H E  “ F IF T H  C O LU M N ”

The th ird  s ign ifican t aspect of 
the  German a ttack on the three 
key c itie s  p r io r  to the recent So­
v ie t  advances was th a t a t no 
tim e  d id  there  appear any ev i­
dence o f a “ f if th  colum n”  to aid 
the  Germans o r sabotage the So­
v ie t w a r e ffo rt.

The S ta lin is ts , of course, a t t r i ­
bute th is  to the wisdom and fore­
s ig h t o f the K re m lin . The absence 
o f such a " f i f th  colum n”  is w ide ly  
c ited  by them  as the resu lt of 
the  infam ous Moscow T ria ls  and 
the purges o f in du s try , ag ricu l­
tu re  and the armed forces tha t 
fo llow ed them. Thus do they — 
and ca p ita lis t apologists in  th is  
cou n try  l ik e  ex-Ambassador Da­
vies and H a rry  H opkins — ’ t ry  
to  ju s t i fy  the regime, the tr ia ls  
and the purges w h ich destroyed 
the flow e r of the m il ita ry  com­
m and o f the  Red A rm y, disrupted 
and dislocated in d u s try  and a g ri­
cu ltu re, and im prisoned thousands 
o f the best defenders o f the w o rk ­
ers state.

B u t w ha t does the absence of 
a “ f if th  co lum n”  in  the Soviet 
U n ion  re a lly  show?

I t  shows th a t the founda­
tio n s  o f the October R evolution 
■were so securely la id  th a t even 
In  the m om ent o f greatest crisis, 
and despite 17 years of S ta lin is t 
degeneration, there is no bourge­
ois ie  to raise its  head in  the So­
v ie t Union. Therte is no " f if th  col­
um n”  to lend aid  to the im per­
ia lis ts  today, because capita lism  
was abolished 24 years ago.

The S ta lin is ts  t r y  to g ive the

c red it fo r  th is  to S ta lin  and c a ll 
on the  ca p ita lis t governments to 
organize frame-up tr ia ls  against 
revo lu tion is ts  as S ta lin  d id. B ut 
ac tua lly  the c red it belongs to the 
leaders and the forces of the 
workers revo lu tion  of 1917. Had 
S ta lin  followed th e ir  policies since 
the death of Len in  — as T ro tsky 
advocated —  the German revo lu­
tio n  would have taken place long 
ago, and prevented H it le r ’s rise, 
to power; the French revo lu tion 
would have taken place, and 
w iped out the cap ita lis t “ f if th  col­
um n”  w h ich  capitu lated to the 
Nazis in  1940; the present as­
sau lt on the USSR would have 
been avoided, o r a t the very 
worst, the Soviet U n ion would 
have had pow erfu l workers and 
farm ers governments throughput 
Europe as allies.

W orkers who w ant to figh t fasc­
ism  and who w an t to prevent 
" f i f th  columns”  can learn from  
the Soviet experience. Estab lish a 
pow erfu l W orkers and Farm ers 
Government in  your own country, 
and you w i l l  no t have to w o rry  
about " f i f th  columns.”  T h is  is the 
po licy  w h ich  the S ta lin is ts  are 
figh ting  against everywhere to ­
day, in  the fascist as w e ll as the 
dem ocratic countries.

G E R M A N  M O R A LE

The experiences o f the last 
m onth are pregnant no t on ly w ith  
lessons fo r  w orkers everywhere, 
bu t also w ith  possib ilities fo r the 
Soviet w ar. W ith  the proper pol­
icy, these v ic tories  could be used 
fo r  the tu rn in g  po in t in  the w ar 
—  as were the f irs t v ic to ries  a fte r 
m any defeats in  the C iv il W ar of 
1918-20 —  fo r  the opening o f a 
m il ita ry  and p o lit ic a l offensive 
th a t would sweep the invader out 
o f the Soviet Union.

Even w ith o u t exaggeratiing the 
extent o f the Soviet victories, 
there is no question th a t H it le r ’s 
position on the  whole is more 
menaced and the morale of the 
German arm ies low er than at any 
tim e since the begin ing of the 
w ar. Now is the tim e, before H i t ­
le r  can reconsolidate his position 
fo r  a new spring  offensive which 
■will again threaten key Soviet 
centers, fo r  vigorous assault 
against h im  and his regime.

I f  ever, the German soldiers and 
the German masses are now, on the 
heels o f the la test blows to H i t ­
le r’s "p restige ,”  ready to lis ten 
to revo lu tiona ry  propaganda. U n­

doubtedly they are already ask­
in g  themselves a ll k inds  o f ques­
tions. The German masses do not 
have to be to ld  th a t i t  w i l l  bo 
a long war. A fte r  the en try  of the 
U n ited States in to  the war, they 
do not have to be to ld  by H it le r  
th a t “ m illio n s  of our soldiers 
stand a fte r a year o f the heaviest 
battles against an enemy who is 
superio r in  numbers and in  ma­
te r ia l on the fro n t.”  (Goebbel’s 
speech o f Dec. 20). I t  is no con­
solation lo r  them  to be to ld  by 
Goebbels th a t "the  n u tr it io n  is 
adm itted ly  lim ite d ,”  but ic "s u ffi­
c ien t”  ivhea “ compared”  w ith  that 
o f o ther European nations.

A R M Y  M O R A LE
The m orale of the German sol­

d iers w i l l  not be greatly  increased 
by H it le r ’s personal assumption 
of the  m il ita ry  command o r by 
th is  plea fo r the German people to 
con tribu te  a ll th e ir  ex tra  w in te r 
c lo th in g  to the fro n t,  fo r  they  are 
asking themselves: “ I f  we are 
d riven  back because of the 
poor m il ita ry  leadership, why 
did  H it le r  assign us such a lead­
ership? W hy were there no a r­
rangements made fo r w i n t e r  
equipm ent before now? W hy were 
we sent ou t here to freeze to 
death?”

They too know  i t  is  go ing to be 
a long w ar. They have had the 
op po rtun ity  to see how the Soviet 
masses rise  up  to assist the Red 
A rm y  in  the defense o f th e ir  c i­
ties. Sooner o r la te r they may 
begin to ask themselves w hy the 
Soviet masses figh t th is  way, what 
i t  is  they die to defend. They 
know  th a t H it le r ’s strategy is npt 
in fa llib le , th a t he can make m is­
takes and th a t he can lose the 
w ar in  spite o f a l l th e ir  sacri­
fices.

A  spring  offensive may d iss i­
pate m any o f these doubts and 
questions —  bu t sp ring  is a long 
w ay off, and a great change could 
be effected in  the German sol­
diers’ ou tlook before i t  comes.

H it le r ’s regim e and H it le r ’s 
w ar were never popular, even be­
fore h is  present reverses. I t  is a' 
regim e th a t is hated by the 
masses, whose organizations i t  
smashed and whose liv in g  stand­
ards i t  reduced d rastica lly . But 
fo r one .th ing, attem pts supported 
by large sections of the popula­
t io n  would have been made to 
overth row  i t  long ago in  th is  war.

A nd th a t one th in g  is  the 
fear of the German people o f

w hat w i l l  happen i f  the A llies
w in  the w a r. They had one
such experience on ly 23 years
ago, and they s t i l l  reca ll v iv id ­
ly  w hat i t  means.

W H A T  R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  
P R O P A G A N D A  C A N  DO

Above eve ry th ing else, they 
fear the im pos ition  of another 
Versailles T rea ty  on Germany, 
w ith  its  s tarva tion  and unem ploy­
m ent and m isery fo r the masses. 
U n til they are shown th a t there 
is a way fo r them  to overthrow  
H it le r  and stop the w ar w ithou t 
a Versa illes T rea ty  as a conse­
quence, the chances are th a t they 
w i l l  continue to rem ain qu ie t and 
pe rm it H it le r  to go ahead w ith  
h is w ar against the Soviet Union.

A nd conversely a ll th a t is need­
ed to move them in to  action is 
the r ig h t  program  and perspec­
tive , the assurance th a t when 
they overth row  H i l le r  and end 
the w ar, they w il l  have allies, 
pow erfu l and close enough to be 
of im m ediate assistance, who w ill 
aid them in  th e ir  s trugg le  against 
any new Versa illes policies, re ­
gardless o f w h ich  d irec tion  the 
th rea t of such polic ies comes 
from .

R evo lu tionary propaganda, d i­
rected by the Soviet Un ion at the 
German soldiers and masses, could 
do more to low er m orale and 
d is in tegrate H it le r ’s regime, than 
the coldest weather conceivable. 
F ive  m illio n  leaflets u rg in g  the 
German masses to make th e ir  own 
revo lu tion  and p rom is ing the aid 
o f the Soviet Un ion against a ll 
attem pts at counter-revolution or 
im p e r ia lis t ’ in te rven tion  would 
mean more toward w inn ing  the 
w a r than a ll the aid th a t the 
U n ited States or Great B rita in  
w i l l  send the USSR in  the next 
two years.

H O W  S T A L IN  
H E LP S  H IT L E R

S ta lin  does not adopt th is  po l­
icy  o f revo lu tiona ry  w arfare — 
he refuses to compensate fo r  the 
lack o f a irplanes and tanks, to 
w h ich  he has ascribed the Soviet 
defeats in  the war, by a. program  
th a t would d is in tegrate H it le r ’s 
arm ies from  the rea r and from  
w ith in . W ha t is more, not on ly 
does he fa il to d rive  a wedge be­
tween H it le r  and the German sol­
diers and masses, bu t he fo l­
low s ou t a po licy  th a t makes i t  
s t i l l  m ore d iff ic u t fo r such a 
wedge to be d riven  between them.

On Dec. 5, the details of the 
la test pact S ta lin  had negotiated 
w ith  Poland were made public. 
P o in t 3 stated:

“ A fte r  a v ic torious w a r and ap­
propria te  punishm ent of the H i t ­
le r ite  crim ina ls , i t  w i l l  be the 
task of the a llied  states to ensure 
a durable and ju s t peace. T h is  can 
be achieved on ly th rough a new 
organ iza tion  o f in te rn a tio n a l re- 
tions on the basis of un ifica tion  
of the dem ocratic countries in  a 
durable alliance.

Respect fo r  in te rna tiona l law 
backed by the collective armed 
forces o f a ll the a llied  states m ust 
fo rm  the decisive factor in  crea­
tio n  of such an organization. Only 
under th is  condition can a Europe 
destroyed by the German barbar­
ians be restored and a guarantee 
be created th a t the disaster caused 
by the H itle r ite s  w i l l  never be 
repeated.”

I t  is  no t d iff ic u lt  to estimate 
w hat the reaction of the German 
people w i l l  be to th is . They w ill 
th in k  th a t there is no difference be­
tween the Soviet U n ion and Great 
B rita in , th a t the Soviet Union is 
w i ll in g  to go along w ith  the new 
Versa illes T rea ty  w h ich  th is  pact 
c learly  envisions and endorses. 
They w i l l  feel th a t there is not 
a single country, no t even the 
w orkers  state, w h ich  w i l l  a id  
them  i f  they begin a socia list rev­
o lu tion  against the  Nazis. They 
w il l  feel th a t there is no use even 
a ttem pting  to make such a revo lt. 
And a ll those inside Germany, a ll 
those who s t i l l  have com m unist 
o r socia list ideas, who are try in g  
to aid the USSR, w i l l  find th e ir  
job a hundred tim es more d if f i­
cu lt.

The S ta lin is t bureaucracy stakes 
the fate of the USSR on the prom ­
ises o f aid from  im p e ria lis ts  who 
have no more in ten tion  o f saving 
the Soviet U n ion as a workers 
state than they have of a id in g  a 
w orkers ’ revo lu tion  in  Germany. 
F o r i t  has no fa ith  in  the inde­
pendent revo lu tiona ry  strugg le of 
the masses.

The cu rre n t v ic tories o f the Red 
A rm y  could be transform ed now 
in to  the drive  to save the Soviet 
Union and overth row  H it le r ’s re ­
gime. S ta lin ’s greatest crim e — 
emphasized because of the pres­
ent danger to the Soviet U n ion— 
is  h is fa ilu re  to adopt and exe­
cute the T ro ts k y is t program  of 
revo lu tiona ry  w ar so successfully 
employed under Len in  and T ro t­
sky.

James T. Farrell On The 
Minneapolis Convictions
The Convicion of the 18 Is a Clear and 
Present Danger to the Bill of Rights

By JA M E S  T . F A R R E L L
(T e x t o f the statem ent delivered to the Dec. 15 mass m eeting 

in the New Y o rk  H ote l D ip lom at, ce lebrating the 150th ann iversary 
o f the s ign ing  o f the B il l o f R igh ts  and p ro te s ting  the conviction 
c f  the 18 Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  and CIO  members in  the M in ­
neapolis “ sed ition”  t r ia l ) .

On the 150th anniversary of the B ill of Rights, the defense 
and preservation of civil liberties has become a paramount is­
sue. Now more than ever, the priceless political rights guaran­
teed in the Eirst Amendment of the American Constitution must 
remain operative. In peace or in war, when the right of free
speech is destroyed, public life 
in to  sheer rou tine . A r t is t ic  e re -’ 
a tion  is driven  in to  feeble chan­
nels o f escapism. The rich  s p ir i­
tua l, in te lle c tua l, and a r t is t ic  re ­
sources o f the hum an s p ir it  are 
dried up a t th e ir  ve ry  source. 
These are tru ism s : bu t they are 
tru ism s th a t cannot now be re ­
peated too often .

The names of Holmes and 
Brandeis are among the most hon­
ored in  Am erican legal h is to ry, 
but th e ir  words are not as res­
pected as are th e ir  names. For 
i t  is  clear th a t they had in  m ind 
a period such as the present one 
when they enunciated th e ir  theo­
ry  o f a “ c lear and present dan­
ger.”  In  the M inneapolis case, 
th is  theory was abandoned; fo r it, 
the prosecution substituted one of 
in d ire c t causation. Such a theory 
is a pare lle l to the Japanese no­
tio n  o f “ dangerous thoughts.”  
Once th is  is established as the 
law  o f the land, a ll th in k in g  w il l  
become dangerous. In  place of 
th in k in g , we w il l  on ly  be allowed 
to quote; and even quotation w ill 
be dangerous.

becomes rigid. Thinking turns

The convictions obtained at 
M inneapolis are, to my m ind, a 
clear and present danger to the 
B i l l  of R ights. On th is  issue, the 
lib e ra l magazine, The Nation, has 
a lready sounded an alarm . In  an 
ed ito ria l, appearing a fte r the out­
break o f w a r between th is  coun­
t r y  and Japan, i t  declared: “ We 
believe th a t a ll progressives of 
whatever po litica l o rien ta tion  
m ust jo in  in  the defense of the 
M inneapolis defendants or perm it 
the establishm ent of a precedent 
th a t m ay some day be used 
against them .”  The M inneapolis 
convictions were based on the 
S m ith  Act. I t  is  a law  in  open 
con trad ic tion  to the B il l of R ights 
w h ich  procla im s th a t "Congress 
shall make no law  . . . ab ridg ing 
freedom o f speech . . . ”  In  con­
sequence, the M inneapolis case has 
today become the cruc ia l one in  
the strugg le which we m ust make 
fo r the preservation of c iv i l l ib ­
erties.

To destroy freedom o f speech

is to adm it im p lic ity  th a t one has 
lost fa ith  in  the great masses of 
the people. Instead of confidence 
in  the masses of the common peo­
ple whose ancestors were respon­
sible fo r  the B il l  o f R ights  one 
substitutes an elite. On them  is 
placed a ll respons ib ility  fo r  con­
t in u in g  the succession of ideas 
w h ich alone can give us the in ­
te llectua l resources fo r the crea­
tio n  o f a c iv iliza tio n , a culture, 
th a t is  t r u ly  human. On Decem­
ber 15, 1941, I  am not prepared 
to sacrifice th is  fa ith . T ha t is 
w hy I  assert th a t the question of 
c iv i l libe rtie s  is of such parar 
m ount im portance now.

K E E P  T H E  T R U T H  
ON T H E  M A R C H

Many years ago, the courageous 
French novelist, E m ile  Zola, bold­
ly  and confidently proclaim ed 
th a t the t ru th  is on the march. 
Since then, oppression has spread 
over na tion  a fte r na tion . B u t in  
the face of every oppression, i t  
is  our du ty  to do w ha t Zola tr ied  
to do —  to keep the tru th  on the 
m arch. That, we cannot do unless 
men are allowed pub lic ly , honest­
ly , seriously to th in k , to express 
th e ir  ideas, to defend th e ir  con­
victions.

W hen Socrates stood on t r ia l 

fo r h is life , he to ld h is judges 
th a t “ the unexamined li fe  is not 
w o rth  liv in g .”  These words of 
Socrates arc as p ro found ly  s ig n i­
fican t today as they were when 
he uttered them. A llow  me to re­
peat: “  , , , the unexamined life  
is not. w o rth  l iv in g  . . . ”

‘The Nation' Calls Trial 
Attack On Free Speech
An Editorial In Dec. 13 Issue of Liberal 
Weekly Urges Progressives to Join Defense

(R eprin ted in  fu l l  below is the ‘N a tio n ’ ed ito ria l o f Decem­
ber 13, w a rn ing  o f the fa r-rea ch ing  im p lica tions o f the M in ­
neapolis prosecution o f leaders o f the  SW P and o f Local 544- 
C IO .)

December 15 is the 150th anniversary of the adoption of 
the B ill of Rights. We can think of no better way to celebrate 
it than by calling attention to the Minneapolis sedition tria l. 
The prosecution of twenty-three Trotskyists for sedition and the 
conviction of eighteen of them on charges of conspiracy to cre­
ate insubordination in the armed forces are challenges to every 
believer in  c iv i l libe rties . They
are an example o f the ve ry  th in g  

the B i l l  o f R igh ts  sought to  make 
im possible —- the im prisonm ent 
o f men n o t fo r  w ha t they did bu t 
fo r  w h a t the y  tho ugh t and said.

Two aspects of the prosecution 

are of the greatest importance. 
The firs t is th a t the government 
contended tha t i t  did not need 
to w a it fo r an “ ove rt ac t”  but 

could penalize the expression of 
op in ions tha t m ig h t some day 
lead to overt acts. The second is 
th a t A ssis tan t A tto rney  General 
H enry  Schweinhaut, who is sup­
posed to be a great champion of 
c iv i l libe rties , expressly d isc la im ­
ed any in te n tio n  on the pa rt of 
the governm ent to be bound by 
the Holmes-Brandeis theory of 
“ clear and present danger.”  T h is  
concept, developed in  a series of 
dissents by the tw o great libe ra l 
ju r is ts , holds th a t the expression 
of op in ion may be prosecuted i f  
there is a “ clear and present dan­
ger”  tha t i t  w i l l  lead an overt 
act.

Though Holmes and Brandeis 
are often invoked by the Depart­
m ent of Justice and A tto rney 
General F raucis  B iddle, th e ii 
gu id ing  princ ip les, as often hap 
pens w ith  the celebrated dead 
are overlooked and e v a d e d  
Schweinhaut declared th a t the 
governm ent was proceeding on the 
basis o f conservative m in o rity  
op in ions of the Supreme Court 
w h ich pe rm it prosecution of op in­
ion. Obviously the t in y  Socialist 
W orkers ’ P a rty  is no th rea t e ith ­
er to established governm ent o f 
to the lo y a lty  o f the arm y. Any 
a ttem pt to proceed against i t  on 
the basis o f w ha t i t  is doing to­
day m ust fa ll f la t. Schweinhaut 
argued tha t the Bolshevik P arty  
in  Russia was also a t in y  m in o r­
i t y  before the revo lu tion . H is a r­
gument reduced itse lf to the prop­
osition th a t the Socialist W orkers ’ 
P arty, though t in y  too, m igh t also 
make a revo lu tion .

The assumptions im p lic it  in  
th is  v iew  should ha rd ly  need to 
be driven  home again a t th is  lat.e 
date. The idea th a t revo lu tions

are brought about by dangerous 
men and dangerous thoughts is 
a fa m ilia r  one in  Japan. We ought 
to be carefu l th a t i t  is not n a tu r­
alized here. There was revo lu tion 
in  czarist Russia, not because of 
the t in y  Bolshevik Party , but be­
cause long-standing oppression 
and the co rrup tion  and m ilita ry  
defeat o f czarism  disgusted and 
alienated the. great mass of the 
people. I t  is  in  the correction of 
abuses and not in  the suppresion 
of revo lu tiona ry  opin ions th a t the 
safety of any social order lies. 
W ere i t  otherwise, czarism, w ith  
its  S iberian prisons fo r revo lu tion ­
aries, would s t i l l  be a going con­
cern. We are ashamed to have to 
repeat these tru ism s now.

We believe th a t the precedents 
established by th is  conviction are 
dangerous to freedom of thought 
and expression in  Am erica. We

believe tha t they open the door 
to the possible prosecution of other 
trade-union leaders on the ground 
tha t they belong to a “ revo lu tion ­
a ry ”  pa rty . We believe th is  case 
a ll the more dangerous because 
the Departm ent of Justice has 
picked a t in y  unpopular m in o r ity  
as its  legal-laboratory specimen 
in  the experim ent of g ra ftin g  fo r­
eign ideas on Am erican law. We 
believe th a t a ll progressives of 
whatever po litica l o rien ta tion  
m ust jo in  in  the defense of the 
M inneapolis defendants or pe rm it 
the establishm ent of a precedent 
th a t m ay some day be used 
against any o f them.

These fears may seem exagger­
ated. They are much less exagger­
ated than the fears w h ich  led the 
common people of one state a fte r 
another a t the tim e of the ra t if i­
cation of the, C onstitu tion  to de­
mand its  amendment by a B il l  of 
R ights. Learned and lega lly  con­
clusive argum ents were brought 
fo rw a rd  to prove tha t these fears 
were unfounded, bu t experience 
has shown the wisdom in  tha t 
clamor. L ib e rty  is most easily pre­
served when the th rea t to i t  is 
sm all. Then is the tim e to act, 
and th a t tim e  is now.
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Fourth International"
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A lbe rt Goldman T e lls  The Minneapolis J u ry  T h a t We Seek To Organize 
“ The Immense M a jo r ity  In  The In te rest O f The Immense M a jo r ity ”

“ If, As Our Writings Show, We Want M ajority Of People 
To Accept Our Ideas, Why Should We Advocate Violence?”

T his  is the second ins ta llm en t o f the b r i l l ia n t  f iin a l argum ent 
o f ch ie f defense counsel and defendant A lb e rt Goldman to  the 
ju ry  in the M inneapolis “ sed ition”  tr ia l.  The in it ia l po rtion  o f 
th is  address, published in  las t week’s M IL IT A N T , included a 
conclusive re fu ta tio n  o f the federa l prosecution’s charges th a t 
the Socia list W orkers P a rty  and its  program  constitu te  a “ con­
sp iracy to  overth row  the governm ent by force and violence.”  In 
years to come, th is  speech w ill be read and studied as a model 
both o f a princ ip led  defense o f the r ig h ts  o f w ork ing-c lass p o li­
t ic a l m inoritie s , and as an h is to ric  exposition o f the ideas o f 
M a rx ian  socialism .

W HAT WE MEAN BY MAJORITY
Mr. Anderson read an article of mine which 1 introduced 

into evidence just before closing the case for the defense. 
It was published in The M il i tant  o f March 29, 1941.

In order to prove that we did not believe in convincing 
a m ajority of the people, Mr. Anderson showed that in that 
article 1 used the term “ m ajority”  without mentioning the 
people and at other times 1 used the term “ m ajority of the 
working class.”

What do I mean when I use the phrase “ the m ajority 
of the working class?”  Read the section that I have already 
cited from the “ Communist Manifesto” . Read in my pamph­
let, “ What is Socialism” , that section where 1 state specific­
ally that there are probably no more than three million peo­
ple who can be considered capitalists in the United States. 
Read that section in my pamphlet which says that the work­
ing class in an industrially developed country like the United 
Slates, constitutes a majority of the people. And then read 
that section where I say that the workers, even though they 
are in a majority, must have the help of the middle classes, 
especially of the farmers, in order to achieve victory, and you

1 am certain that, i f  the government in this case were 
simply interested in bringing into court possible violators 
of a law, it would have moved for a dismissal of the case 
immediately upon learning that the Socialist Workers Party 
aims to get a majority of the people to accept its ideas. If 
counsel for the government did not know our position be­
fore, they should by now have wired Washington f5r per­
mission to dismiss the case because the phrase majority of 
people settles all questions as far as our guilt of advocating 
the violent overthrow of the government is concerned.

1 presume, ladies and gentlemen, that you do not think 
the defendants are insane. You may not agree w ith us; you 
may think that we are Utopians, but 1 believe you consider 
us sane people. Only insane people, however, would be capa­
ble of actually preferring and desiring violence. If there 
is an individual who says that he ivants a violent overthrow 
of the government, a violent transformation from the capi­
talist system to the socialist system, he belongs in the insane 
asylum.

And if, as is shown by our writings, we want a majority 
of the people to accept our ideas, why should we advocate 
a violent change from capitalism to socialism? What does 
advocate mean? To incite, to urge. We would- then be con­
victed of saying: Even though we shall get a m ajority of the 
people behind us, we still want to overthrow the government 
by violence. The fact that we want a m ajority of the people 
to accept our ideas proves beyond all doubt that we want 
a peaceful transformation.

I want to repeat this fundamental proposition because 
it is all-important: I f  we want a m ajority of the people, as 
we do, to accept our ideas, then we must be in favor of a 
peaceful “ destruction”  of the government. Does peaceful de­
struction sound paradoxical? Not if  you understand it cor­
rectly in the sense that it means the removal of certain per­
sons ruling on the basis of certain principles, and replacing 
them by other persons obligating themselves to rule upon 
different principles. When government counsel failed to

w ill see that 1 cannot mean, what Mr. Anderson says I mean, 
that is, a m ajority of only one class, a m inority of the peo­
ple.

The industrial wage workers are the ones to take the 
lead in the struggle against the capitalist system. In the 
first place, they come more directly in conflict with the own­
ers of industry —  in the big steel mills, auto plants, mines, 
etc. In the second place, the industrial wage workers are 
used to working together —  cooperation is the key word 
under socialism and the industrial wage workers in their 
factories learn to work cooperatively. They understand that 
it is necessary under conditions of modern industry to work 
cooperatively in order to build an automobile or a compli­
cated machine.

The farmer, on the other hand, working on his own land, 
tends to be individualistic. It is necessary for the workers 
to get the support of the farmers. In my pamphlet 1 state 
that in a socialist society the farmers w ill finally come to 
realize the advisability of cooperative farming. The point 
that 1 want to emphasize is that whenever we use the ex­
pression “ the m ajority” or “ the majority of the people” or 
“ the m ajority of the working class”  we mean one and the 
same thing — the same thing that 1 read to you from the 
“ Cpmmunist Manifesto” : “ A ll previous historical move­
ments were movements of minorities or in the interest of 
minorities. The proletarian movement is the self-conscious, 
independent movement of the immense m ajority in the in­
terest of the immense m ajority.”

stress the fact that the Socialist Workers Party desires to have 
a majority of the people on its side, it could only be explained 
on the hypothesis that Washington in this case was out for 
a conviction regardless of the evidence.

The only interpretation that honest people can accept 
of the idea of violence as contained in our program is the 
following: We predict that even after a majority of the 
people w ill be won over to the ideas of socialism and w ill 
try to establish socialism peacefully, the minority, organ­
ized by the capitalists, w ill resist with violence. Especially 
is that true now, because of the rise of fascism.

THE PROSECUTION DISTORTS OUR IDEAS
One factor that you must take into consideration and 

always be on your guard against, isJthe possibility of distor­
tion by excerpts. A person writes an article, a party formu­
lates a program based on fundamental theories, Along comes 
a prosecutor and snatches an excerpt here and a sentence there. 
The possibility of distortion is very great.

“ Think not that I am come to bring peace on earth. 1 
come not to bring peace, but the sword, and the son shall be 
set against tbe father, and the daughter against the mother, 
and the daughter-in-law against the mother-in-law.”  Is not 
the one who wrote these two verses an advocate of violence 
and hatred? I f  Mr. Anderson did not know that the Prince 
of Peace uttered these words, he probably would seek to in­
dict the author.

Every piece of great literature can be distorted. The 
Bible can be made into an obscene book simply by taking 
out certain excerpts. This is the method which the ju ry  must 
guard against. Excerpts can be found from the writings of 
Karl Marx, from our program, from Trotsky, from Lenin, 
which would indicate that we want and we advocate a violent 
revolution, but that would be false, that would be a distor­
tion, because taking the program as a whole, it is clear that 
we want to gain a majority of the people to our ideas, and 
from that it follows that we want to gain power peacefully.

A L B E R T  G O LD M A N

fascists were financed by the big industrialists. The capital­
ists in this country w ill do the same.' They w ill finance the 
fascists to destroy the labor movement. The only real pos­
sib ility of avoiding violence is for the working masses and 
the farmers to organize so strongly that the m inority of 
capitalists w ill not attempt the use of violence.

The fact that we support the formation of a Labor Par­
ty is an indication that we shall try  our best to exhaust all 
possibilities for a peaceful change. To Mr. Anderson our 
support of a Labor Party is evidence of a plot. To him it 
means that we would like to see a Labor Party so that the 
dupes in that party w ill participate in elections while we, 
behind the scenes, plot to overthrow the government by vio­
lence. What utter nonsense!

Mr. Cannon pointed out under cross examination by 
Mr. Schvveinhaut some historical examples where the major­
ity  won the power peacefully, but where the ruling m inority 
initiated violence and began a counter revolution. One ex­
ample is our own C ivil War where, after Lincoln was elected 
by the people, the southern slaveholders began the revolt. 
The slaveholders refused to give up their privilege of own­
ing chattel slaves and fought to extend slavery. Violence 
began, but it came from the South, from the m inority, and 
it was not until the m ajority of the people residing in the 
North assembled all their forces that they were able to put 
down the slaveholders’ revolt.

Who was responsible for the violence? A m inority of 
slaveholders determined to hold on to their property rights 
against the majority of the people.

1 presume there were many people who, prior to the 
C iv il War, predicted that violence would accompany the abo­
lition of slavery. Were they responsible, then, for the C iv il 
War? Is the C ivil War not a clear example of a peaceful 
accession to power and the use of violence by a m inority to 
overthrow the majority?

In Spain we have another example. The Loyalist gov­
ernment had the support of the vast majority of the people 
and came to power because of the support of the people. 
The fascists thereupon organized their m inority, and with 
the aid of Germany and Italy, began a violent counter-revo­
lution and succeeded in defeating the majority.

On the basis of these historic examples and many others, 
on the basis of the present day struggles in industry, where 
the employers do not hesitate to use violence to prevent 
workers from organizing unions and improve their working 
conditions, we predict that the social revolution, which w ill 
have as its aim to take away the wealth and the pow'er and 
the privileges of a small m inority, w ill be resisted by that 
m inority to the death.

The more we emphasize that possibility, the more the 
people understand that possibility and prepare for it, the 
less w ill be the violence. But if  violence does come, w ill we 
be responsible? Is the weatherman responsible for predict­
ing a hurricane? Is the physician responsible when he pre­
dicts death for the patient? Is the astronomer responsible 
when he predicts the coming of an eclipse? Are we, predict­
ing a great social storm at the time of the social revolution, 
responsible for the violence that may ensue?

W HAT IS A REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION?
A great deal has been made by the prosecution of the 

fact that in our writings appears the statement that we intend 
to take advantage of a revolutionary situation. What is that 
revolutionary situation? The only government witness who 
attempted to explain it, Bartlett, went way beyond his depth, 
lie  may be a shrewd union business agent, but he is hardly 
capable of explaining the theoretical problems connected with 
socialism.

The prerequisites for a revolutionary situation have been 
summed up by Marxists to be the following: first and fore­
most is the decline of the social system when the forces of

Mr. Cannon said on the witness stand that, as serious 
political people, expecting the masses to accept our ideas, 
we cannot conceal those ideas. We cannot say or do one 
thing and expect that the masses w ill be able to read our 
minds and follow us in doing something else. According 
to Mr. Anderson, we organized a Union Defense Guard in 
order to overthrow the government by force and violence. 
But he never proved, because he never could prove, that 
we ever told that to the members of the Union Defense 
Guard. Presumably, then, we would call together the Union 
Defense Guard one fine morning and reveal the startling se­
cret to them that they are expected to overthrow the govern­
ment by force and violence. Is it not absurd to think that 
we expect people to follow us in an attempt to overthrow 
the government when we have never told them that that 
was their duly?

Our task is to inform the masses of our ideas. We can­
not possibly be conspirators, because we want to educate the 
majority of the people to accept our ideas. There is a sec­
tion in our Declaration of Principles which says specifically 
that our task is to convince the masses that our ideas and 
our solution to the problems of mankind are correct and 
that it is impossible to use force against the masses. We can 
only use the power of persuasion and no other power.

1 hrough a Labor Party we attempt to educate the masses 
to act independently on the political field and also to exhaust 
all possibilities of a peaceful change. We do not claim that 
the creation of a Labor Party w ill assure a peaceful change. 
We are against creating illusions because even if  a labor 
party is created, the probability of the capitalists organiz­
ing a m inority to prevent a peaceful change remains the same. 
And we are not afraid to tell the masses exactly that, and it 
is not against the law to say so. It is against the law to 
incite and urge people to overthrow the government by force 
and violence, but it is not against the law to predict that 
violence w ill be used by the m inority to thwart the w ill of 
the majority. And this is the crux of the question, ladies 
and gentlemen:

On the basis of the evidence you can find only that, bas­
ing ourselves on an analysis o f history, on an analysis of 
the social forces operating in present society, we declare that 
the probability is overwhelming that the social revolution w ill 
be accompanied by violence — the violence of the m inority 
determined to guard its rights, its powers, its privileges.

I think — I am certain — that the court w ill instruct 
you that if, in considering all of the evidence in the case, 
you conclude that the evidence may just as well be consist­
ent with the innocence of the defendants as with the guilt 
of the defendants, you are under an obligation to accept the 
hypothesis of innocence. That is the law.

Let us assume that after listening to all of the evidence 
and all the arguments in this case, and after reading all of 
the exhibits, you say to yourselves that the evidence can 
be interpreted in two ways: one, that the defendants advo­
cated the violent overthrow of the government, and the other 
that the defendants predicted that there w ill be violence. 
Then you must accept the latter hypothesis and find us not 
guilty.

production can no longer function effectively; second, the 
inability of the ruling class to solve the problems it is con­
fronted w ith; third, great suffering of the masses; fourth, 
the desire and determination of the masses to change the 
social system; fifth  and final, existence of a party trained 
to understand the operation of social forces, able to predict 
the direction in which society moves, and determined not 
to permit a m inority from thwarting the w ill of the majority.

Mr. Cannon correctly explained to you that these condi­
tions do not as yet exist in the United States. Much has 
been said here by the prosecution to the effect that the de­
fendants believe that the war w ill create a revolutionary 
situation. Perhaps it w ill, ladies and gentlemen, but are we 
responsible for the war? And if  the war does create a revo­
lutionary situation, can we be held responsible for the revolu­
tionary situation? Perhaps the prosecution —  and by the 
prosecution 1 do not mean Mr. Schweinhaut or Mr. Ander­
son, but Washington —  should busy itself with passing a 
law preventing the war from creating a revolutionary situa­
tion. Or might 1 suggest that in order to prevent the pos­
sib ility  of a revolutionary situation, the present administra­
tion refrain from going to war.

TH E  CO URT: We w ill take our afternoon recess now.

(AFTERNOON RECESS)

ADVOCACY OF VIOLENCE— OR PREDICTION?
TH E  COURT: You may proceed.
MR. G O LDM AN: The distinction between prediction 

and advocacy should by this time be perfectly clear. But 
that does not seem to be the case as far as government coun­
sel are concerned. They introduced into evidence my pamph­
let “ What is Socialism” and read an excerpt from it begin­
ning with Page 33. This is the pamphlet that I handed out 
to you at the beginning of the tria l and i f  you have read 
it, you probably saw that it was written in very simple lan­
guage because it consists of a series of lectures delivered to 
workers. It is under such conditions that the clearest exposi­
tion of our thought is necessary because when one speaks to 
workers he is compelled to reduce his ideas into the simplest 
terms. On Page 33 I asked the following question: “ What 
methods w ill the workers be compelled to use in order to 
destroy the political power of the capitalists and to establish 
their own power?”  And 1 went on:

“ In countries, such as Germany and Italy, where the 
fascists have destroyed every right that the workers ever 
had, it is perfectly clear that the workers w ill be compelled 
to use violence in order to get rid of their fascist oppressors. 
But how about the United States, England or France?” — 
the pamphlet was written in 1938 before the Vichy govern­
ment took control —  "In  these countries the workers have 
the right to vote. Why is it not possible for them to elect 
a m ajority of socialists in Congress or in Parliament and 
establish socialism by law?”

“ A peaceful change,”  I wrote, “ is an ideal most desira­
ble. Everyone, especially the revolutionary socialists, w ill 

(Continued on page 4 )

REACTIONARIES WILL INSTIGATE VIOLENCE AGAINST MAJORITY
W ill there be struggle at the time the m ajority decides 

to establish socialism? 1 told you before that in this society 
struggle is an unalterable law. At times the struggle is on a 
political plane, at times it is on an economic plane. Workers 
join together, create a union, try  to get a raise in wages or 
an improvement in conditions, and struggle follows.

And sometimes that struggle is accompanied by violence. 
That is true not only of a strike of truck drivers in Minnea­
polis. Read the history of the labor struggles in the United 
States, of great strikes in Colorado, in southern Illinois, in 
Ohio and elsewhere, and you w ill convince yourselves that 
violence is not something that occurs in strikes led by Trot­
skyists. In 1877, at a time when socialists were never heard 
of outside, perhaps, of New York C ity, there were great ra il­
road strikes, and violence resulted. What caused the violence? 
The agitation of some people? No. The bitter struggle be­
tween exploited workers and greedy employers.

Unfortunately, we are compelled to say that in all prob­
ability  the social revolution w ill be accompanied by violence. 
Do we therefore advocate violence? No. We want a peaceful 
transformation.

There have been civ il wars in history. History docs not 
know of a single case where a ruling group, controlling eco­
nomic and political power, has peacefully surrendered that 
power to a majority. Perhaps we have entered a period when 
the ruling class w ill realize that it is useless to struggle and 
w ill surrender its power without violence. We hope so; we 
hope that the ruling class in this country, when confronted 
by a majority determined to establish a new social order, 
w ill see the advisability of giving in peacefully. But we do 
not want to create that illusion; and that is what we mean 
in our Declaration of Principles when we say it is an illu ­
sion that socialism can be introduced through parliamentary 
means. It simply means that we believe that after we gain 
a m ajority of the people to our ideas, the ruling group w ill 
not surrender peacefully.

OUR RIGHTS W ERE W ON BY STRUGGLE
Theoretically, the existence of political democracy of­

fers a chance to achieve socialism in a peaceful manner. But 
even the democratic rights that we have now have not been 
gained without struggle.

Do you think that everyone had a right to vote in the 
early stages of the republic? No, there were property quali­

fications. A struggle began to abolish these qualifications. 
Mass agitations, mass demonstrations were utilized in that 
struggle. People were jailed in that struggle, but finally they 
won the passage of laws granting the right of suffrage to 
every person without any property qualifications. But go 
down into the South and you w ill find that the Negroes still 
do not have the right to vote.

Take the principle of compulsory free education. Do 
you think that was gained without tremendous agitation that 
lasted for years and decades? Read the history of our coun­
try  and you w ill sec differently. Nothing, nothing of value 
that mankind possesses has been achieved without sacrifice, 
without struggle.

The prosecutors point to our literature which speaks 
about mass demonstrations and mass agitation. We do not 
deny that we believe in the effectiveness of mass demonstra­
tions. The prosecutors must have forgotten that in the history 
of this country many things have been won by mass demon­
strations.

We are now in a period when the people should 
have economic democracy in addition to political democracy, 
and a struggle w ill be necessary in order to achieve that. 
It w ill be waged on the political field; it w ill be waged in 
strikes against employers; it w ill be waged in debates, mass 
demonstrations, in the courtrooms, and people w ill be jailed.

WE SHALL TRY TO AVOID VIOLENCE
On the basis of their analysis of history and social con­

ditions, Marxists predict the future. W ill we be right? No 
one knows. I hope, and I am certain that every one of my 
co-defendants do, that our prediction with reference to vio­
lence accompanying the social revolution w ill not be fu l­
filled.

We want to take over the means of production peace­
fu lly, but we predict that the m inority w ill use violence to 
prevent the majority from achieving a peaceful transforma­
tion, and it is necessary to be ready for the violence of that 
minority.

We are not able to predict with great exactness. A so­
cial scientist cannot predict with the exactitude of a physi­
cal scientist. What we can say now, however, is that as the 
ideas of socialism gain ground, as more and more people 
become convinced that socialism is the only possible solu­
tion, the fascists w ill also gain strength. In Germany the

WHAT THE SEEKING OF A MAJORITY MEANS

HISTORIC EXAMPLES OF VIOLENCE BY REACTIONARIES
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subscribe to that idea”  —  1 say a peaceful change, I do not 
say a violent one —• ‘‘the question, however, is not whether 
it is desirable but whether it is possible. On the statute books 
of most of the states there are criminal syndicalism’ laws” 
—  and the Smith Law, upon which the second count of this 
indictment is based, is a criminal syndicalism law —  ‘‘provid­
ing long prison sentences for anyone who advocates the over­
throw of the government by violence. Such laws w ill be as 
effective as laws against the occurrence of earthquakes. For 
revolutions cannot be prevented by any law. Like convul­
sions in nature, they are the result of the evolution of forces 
beyond the power of man to stop.”

Then here comes the significant section, the section that 
should settle all doubts concerning the question —  ‘‘On the 
basis of history and of theory, we are justified in predict­
ing that the capitalist class w ill not surrender power to the 
working class without a violent struggle. History knows no 
example of the peaceful surrender of an exploiting m inority 
to an oppressed majority. The actual conduct of the capital­
ist class at the present time, the violence which it uses against 
the workers when they strike for an improvement in their 
conditions, confirm the historical lesson, and justify  the pre­
diction that they, who w ill lose their wealth and power, w ill 
utilize all forms of violence against the overwhelming major­
ity .”

What possible interpretation can anyone who is free of 
prejudice place upon that paragraph other than that 1 pre­
dict, but I do not advocate, the use of violence. 1 concluded:

‘ ‘The form of government in the United States prac­
tica lly guarantees the ruling class its domination against the 
w ill of the m ajority of the people. To introduce socialism

" W e  Are Justified In Predicting Capitalists W ill Not 
Surrender Power To Workers W ithout Violent Struggle"

United States but the interests of the Standard O il Company 
and other big companies who have investments in China. 
The capitalists of this country are not interested in ttie 
development of China; they are interested in China because 
it furnishes them a market for the sale of their goods and 
a field for the investment of their capital.

by law would require an amendment to the Constitution and 
for that, a two-thirds m ajority of both houses of Congress 
and a m ajority in three-fourths of the state legislatures is 
required. Thirteen small and backward states could prevent 
any Amendment to the Constitution. Revolutionary social­
ists all favor a peaceful transformation of the present order 
to the socialist order” — we favor it, we want it, we desire 
it, then how, 1 ask, can we advocate the contrary —  ‘‘but 
he is insane who thinks that millions of workers w ill con­
sent to starve because a m inority of exploiters w ill threaten 
to, and w ill actually use violence against them.”

1 continue reading: ‘‘ I f  there is any one thing that w ill 
prevent the capitalists from using violence, it  w ill be the 
strong organizations of the working class. The greater the 
strength of the working class organizations, the less violence 
w ill there be.”

If, after reading this section of my pamphlet and after 
reading my column published in The M ilitan t of March 
29, 1941, the prosecution still insists in pressing this case, 
it must be that Washington wants a conviction regardless 
of the evidence. Possibly the prosecution missed this sec­
tion of my pamphlet and missed the column which 1 wrote, 
but they know about them now and have known about them 
for several weeks; and for the prosecution to continue this 
case can mean nothing else but a determination to get a con­
viction regardless of the evidence.

States has not very many colonies in the strict sense of the 
word, but it has billions of dollars invested in Latin America 
and in other jrarts of the world and it wants markets in 
China, in the Far Fast.

One of the government witnesses, Mr. Harris 1 believe, 
was a member of the Marine Corps and he testified that 
he was stationed in China sometime ago and Mr. Anderson 
praised him to the sky for serving his country in China. 
We do not conceal our belief that the marines in China 
are not there to protect the interests of the people of the

The same thing is true w ith reference to Latin America. 
Roosevelt, representing the interests of the American capital­
ists, is not interested in the welfare of the people of Latin 
America. The claim that the present administration is in­
terested in fighting for democracy can be disproved by the 
fact that when Franco was fighting the Loyalist govern­
ment in Spain, the present administration declared its neu­
tra lity. It was not interested in defending democracy so long 
as there was no threat to the economic interests of the Amer­
ican- capitalist class.

OUR ATTITUDE TOWARD IMPERIALIST WAR
When we state that this is an imperialist war, it follows 

that we cannot possibly support the administration in its 
war efforts. You may not agree with us — some of you 
undoubtedly think that we are wrong —  but 1 hope that in 
considering the evidence in this case, your opinion as to the 
correctness or incorrectness of our attitude on the W'ar should 
not sway in the least your decision.

Mr. Cannon explained in his testimony for the defense 
that opposition to the war means non-support in a political 
sense. I f  any member of our party were a member of Con­
gress, he would not vote for a declaration of war, nor would 
lie vote for the war budget. No matter how much we may 
antagonize any jury, we must say that because it is the 
truth.

not even H itler who fired the first shot, is responsible. As 
far as we are concerned, the responsibility for this war is 
prim arily upon the system that creates the imperialist riva l­
ries. On the basis of the present system Leagues of Nations, 
Kellogg Peace Pacts and all the good intentions in the world 
cannot preserve peace.

Most of you are old enough to remember the statements 
that were made during the last war, that it was a war for 
democracy and it was a war to end wars. And the results 
o! the last war are visible to everyone —  fascism and now 
another war. Who was right? Socialists like Lenin who 
said that without socialist revolutions all over the world 
there w ill be more imperialist wars, or the people who pro­
claimed that the first World War was the last war? We can

WHY WE ARE REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISTS
I f  you consider what motives have led the defendants 

into the socialist movement you can realize how absurd it 
is to accuse them of advocating violence. You have seen 
enough of the defendants and heard enough about their theo­
ries to convince you, I am certain, that it was not for per­
sonal gain that the defendants have become socialists. We 
are in a small m inority 'and can therefore expect for a long 
time to come to meet only with hatred and scoffing, with 
persecution and prosecution. You can realize that we arc 
in the socialist movement because we are devoted to its 
ideas and ideals.

I f  there is any one thing that impelled us to join the 
socialist movement, it is a hatred of the violence that exists 
in society — not only the physical violence but spiritual and 
moral violence —  the violence which condemns children to 
starvation or semi-starvation because of the poverty of the 
parents, the violence which condemns children to go to work 
long before they have received an adequate education. Every­
where in society there is violence of one sort or another, cul­
minating in the dreadful violence which sacrifices millions 
of human beings upon the altar of war. It is this violence 
which we hate that drives us into a movement which has 
as its ideal the creation of a world free from violence, where 
human beings w ill cooperate in the production of goods to 
satisfy their needs, where peace and security w ill prevail.

We are, of course, not pacifists. We do not believe with 
Ghandi that it is wrong for three hundred m illion people 
in India to use violence to drive out the British oppress­
ors who claim to be fighting a war for democracy. As much 
as we hale the violence that exists in society, we see no al­
ternative to the necessity of destroying the violence of the 
m inority with the violence of the majority. But to accuse us 
of wanting and advocating violence is to accuse us of some­
thing that is revolting to our very nature.

Perhaps it would be fitting to close this section of my 
argument by quoting some people who are not in the ranks 
of the defendants and who can hardly be accused of being 
against the government.

“ This country, with its institutions, belongs to the peo­
ple who inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the 
existing government, they can exercise their constitutional 
right of amending it, or their revolutionary right to dis­
member or overthrow it.”

None other than Abraham Lincoln said this in his first 
inaugural address.

“ I hold a little  revolution now anti then as necessary 
in the political world as storms in the physical.”

The man who uttered this sentiment is not on trial. It 
was Thomas Jefferson.

OUR POSITION ON THE WAR
It would stand to reason that, once having settled the 

central question of the case, whether or not we advocate or 
predict violence, there should not be much more to say. But 
you w ill excuse me, ladies and gentlemen, if  1 continue the 
aigument .on matters that in my opinion are subsidiary but 
which the prosecution has emphasized over and over again.

There is always the danger that Mr. Anderson w ill claim 
that something is undenied and uncontradicted and perhaps 
it w ill be said, if  I refrain from discussing other matters 
in the case, that 1 was afraid to do so.

The government follows a simple principle. It first as­
sumes that the defendants are gu ilty of conspiring to advo­
cate the overthrow of the government by force and violence 
and then it introduces evidence of our position and policies 
on various questions in order to prove that all of our activ­
ities arc based on one motive and that is to further the con­
spiracy. I f  the defendants oppose the war, that shows that 
they are gu ilty of the central conspiracy; if  they are active 
in the trade unions, that proves the same thing, and thus 
with all the activities of the defendants.

There arc many people in this country opposed to our 
entry into the war, but since they are not members of the 
Socialist Workers Party they have the right to do so, but we 
who are members of the Socialist Workers Party have no 
such right.

The government of course did not have to introduce any 
evidence with reference to our opposition to the war; we 
would gladly have stipulated that we are guilty of that. 
As- a matter of fact, the .government could have shortened 
the case by at least two weeks if  it had come to us and 
asked us to stipulate the facts on a great many questions 
which it laboriously attempted to prove. We could have 
stipulated that we oppose the war, that we visited Leon 
Trotsky and that we sent men to guard him, that we advo­
cate the creation of Workers Defense Guards-, etc. These 
things are found in our principles. Ninety per cent of what 
the government tried to prove, we would have stipulated 
to and we could then have gone to the heart of the question 
as to whether or not we conspired to advocate the overthrow 
of the government by force. But since the government took 
all this trouble to prove things that we admit, it is neces­
sary for me to explain those policies and analyze them.

The government accuses lis of two things with reference to 
the war, one, that we oppose it, and two, that we intend to 
take advantage of a revolutionary situation which we expect 
the war to create.

While it is true that we hold wars to be inevitable under 
the capitalist system, it is also true that we would like to 
avoid them. War is the greatest destructive force in modern 
society. I f  this war should last for years, it may well be 
that all the resources of society w ill be exhausted and not even 
a social revolution- could solve the problems of mankind. 
W ith the exhaustion of all the material and spiritual forces 
of society, the possibility of creating a new social system is 
very slim. We would then have to wait until the material 
and spiritual resources of mankind are resuscitated.

It is our duty to prevent war if  possible and to shorten 
the war if war is declared in spite of our efforts. We shall 
try  to convince the masses that in order to live and.in order 
to permit their children and their children’s children to live, 
they are under an obligation to end the war and create a 
socialist order.

OUR ANTI-WAR OPINIONS ARE BEING PROSECUTED
There is at present no law making it a crime to oppose 

the war. But 1 am safe in saying that our opposition to the 
war is one of the most important, if not the most important, 
factor in explaining this prosecution. 1 he rules of evidence 
do not permit me, as 1 indicated before, to go into the mo­
tives for the prosecution; but 1 would say that the address 
of Mr. Anderson yesterday and the emphasis which the prose­
cution has placed throughout the course of the tria l on the 
party’s position with reference to the war and with reference 
to our policy on m ilitary training, justifies the conclusion 
that to a large extent it is our opposition to the war that 
explains this prosecution.

To justify  the introduction of our position on the war 
into evidence, the government contends that our opposition 
to the entry of-the United States into the war, and our state­
ment that we w ill continue to oppose the war even after 
the United States declares war, is evidence that we are con­
spiring to overthrow the government by force and violence. 
A far-fetched and an unreasonable contention! There are 
pacifists, conscientious objectors apd others opposed to the 
war who are not interested in establishing socialism or over­
throwing the government. There are socialists of a type that 
support the war. Only we revolutionary socialists who op­
pose the war are prosecuted.

As I indicated, there is no law preventing us from op­
posing the war. Nor is there a law which prohibits people

from saying that they w ill continue to oppose the war even 
after war is declared. Of course when war w ill be declared, 
the Espionage Act will, come into effect, making certain state­
ments about the war unlawful, but thus far war has not been 
declared and I am certain that no one could be convicted 
simply for a statement that he intends to oppose the war 
even after it w ill be declared.

WHERE WE STAND ON THE WAR
Our reasons for our opposition to the war have been 

sufficiently clarified by the testimony of the defense and I 
need not go into detail. We consider the war, on the part 
of England, of Germany, of France, of Italy, of Japan and 
of the United States as imperialist in character. We do hot 
hesitate to admit that. We have written and said it thousands 
of times.

What do we mean by characterizing the war on the 
part of these countries as imperialist? We mean that the 
ruling classes which are responsible for the war and which 
lead the masses into the war are fighting to protect or to 
acquire markets, colonies, sources of raw material and spheres 
of influence. Germany wants the colonies that England has. 
England came upon the scene first, grabbed o ff most 6f the 
rich colonies in the world, and now Germany is trying to 
get some of these colonies away from England. The United

Certain expressions found in some of the literature in­
troduced by the government have been emphasized by the 
prosecution, especially the expression, “ Turn imperialist war 
into civil war” . This expression is not found in our Declara­
tion of Principles. 1 never used it either in my pamphlet or 
in any of the columns I wrote for The M ilitan t. But it has 
been used, and by great socialists, and at times it has been 
repeated by some of our members. I f  you should lake this 
expression into consideration, you must take it in connec­
tion with our general program which says that we must win 
over a m ajority of the people. The expression is correctly 
interpreted as follows: If, in the midst of the war or at 
the end of the war, a majority of the people, tired and weary 
and driven by the agony and suffering to which they w ill 
be subjected by the war, w ill accept our ideas and decide to 
take power, then i f  the m inority w ill resist, the result w ill 
be that the imperialist war w ill be turned into a c iv il war. 
That is the only correct way to interpret that expression in 
the light of our Declaration of Principles which says that we 
must win a m ajority of the people over to our ideas.

We say now and we shall continue to say it as long 
as we are permitted, that war is a result of the conflict be­
tween imperialist nations.

WE PREDICTED THIS WAR
The exhibits introduced by the government show that 

long before the war began we predicted that it  would come. 
Were we then responsible for it when we predicted its com­
ing? Who is responsible for the war? In the last analysis,

predict with absolute certainty the same thing that Lenin 
predicted in the first World War: if socialism does not come, 
more wars wall follow.

FASCISM MUST RE DESTROYED  —  HOW?
The vast m ajority of the people of this country are ter- 

lib ly  afraid of H itler and justifiably' so. 1 don't think the 
isolationists are correct when they say that we do not have 
to tear an invasion of this country by Hitler. It is not a 
question of invasion; it is a question of imperialist riva l­
ries arid H itler is no doubt the greatest potential enemy of 
the ruling group in this country and above all he is the 
greatest potential enemy of the American masses. The de­
struction of H itler —- and I am using H itler as a symbol of 
fascism — is a task which should be undertaken by every­
one who values freedom and culture. No nation is sure of 
liberty so long as fascism exists anywhere in the world.

But the question is: What method should be used in 
exterminating the fascist danger? We contend that this war is 
not a war against Hitlerism. The British ruling class is not 
hostile to fascism. It can be taken as an elementary propo­
sition that the British ruling class is not interested in pre­
serving democracy.

The people of Great Britain and the people of this coun­
try  are interested in democracy and want to fight for it, 
but in our opinion to fight under the leadership of the Church­
ill government or under the leadership of any other capital­
ist government is to fight not for democracy but for the 
financiers and industrialists.

FASCISM IS THE PRODUCT OF DECAYING CAPITALISM
Even assuming that H itler should be defeated, fascism eminent would displace the present capitalist government, 

w ill not be destroyed because fascism is not a product of Socialist governments in England and the United States
H itler but it is a product of a decaying capitalist system. would proclaim to the German people: “ We have nothin"
Dislocation of economy is bound to follow this war; m il- against you; all we want is that you join us in crcatin" a
lions of men w ill be thrown out of work, misery and suf- cooperative commonwealth throughout the whole world. We
l'ering w ill be their lot and in such a situation fascism is have no ambitions against your territory and we shall not
bound to flourish. It is in such a situation that the fascist do anything to deprive you of your liberty; revolt against
demogogucs of Germany succeeded in gaining power. The Hitler and establish your own Socialist government.”  H itler
German people, crushed and humiliated by the Versailles could not last one week alter such an appeal. He would be
peace, not given a chance to work and live, were thrown destroyed by his own people.
into the arms of Hitler. Should capitalism continue to exist This is our solution to the problem of Hitlerism Un-
aftcr this war, iascism is inevitable unless the masses of pco- fortunately we arc as yet too small a group really to in flu -
ple take their fate into their own hands and create a social- ence the thought of the masses. It is not we who w ill create
ist order. difficulties for the ruling class in this country; it  is the

Should war last a long time, the possibility of a peace war that w ill create those difficulties. Let us assume a war
between the imperialist nations is very great. The British which w ill last five or even more years; the cost of liv ing
ruling class and the American ruling class can easily come will be going up; over 50 per cent of our productive efforts
to terms with H itler if  they cannot defeat him, but not so w ill go for war purposes; the people in this country w ill
the working masses; they must fight H itler to the very death be suffering as well as the people in England and in Ger-
— especially the socialists who know the fate that awaits many and in Ita ly ; and we hope that the day w ill come when
them if  H itler is victorious. all the peoples of the various countries w ill fraternize and

The prosecution statement that in a war between the put an end to the conflict which is now being fought to guard
United States and Germany the defendants w ill prefer a vie- the interests ol the ruling cliques.
lory of Germany is made either because of complete ignor- , , ,  . , ,  _____ _____
J .  of our position or because of a malicious buenlion to IT I L L  IN T E N S IF Y
falsify our position. M r. Anderson said that in his open- f '.s nonsensc to think that a small party like ours
ing statement. A t that time, he did not perhaps know our can’ v  agitation, create dissatisfaction. What w ill create 
position with reference to this question. Let no one dare, dissatisfaction is the war and we are not responsible for that, 
liowever, to stand up before you now after the exhibits have T he class struggle w ill go on during the war whether
been introduced and say that we want a H itler victory. We agitate for it or not. We have very little  influence in

the labor movement but the struggle goes on right now' W ith 
OCR PROGRAM TO DEFEAT FASCISM the cost of living going up, the workers are bound to 'strike

We say that to defeat Hitlerism it  is necessary for the for higher wages and he is indeed foolish who thinks that,
masses to assume leadership in that struggle. by putting us behind bars, strikes w ill cease. Neither w ill

What is the fundamental reason for H itler’s victories? a revolutionary situation be prevented by putting us behind
Is it simply because he has been preparing for a longer time? bars. It would be necessary to put the whole working class
How could he win his victories if  a large section of the behind bars in order to assure the capitalists the kind of
German people did not support him? To say that the Ger- peace that they w'ant. H itler thinks that by his methods
man people, a great and cultured people, w illing ly  accept of force he can bring to an end the class struggle and this
the violent regime of H itler is to insult the Germans. They trial is an indication that the same methods w ill be used
are, however, given no alternative; it is either supporting in this country. The spectre of fascism haunts this tria l —
Hitler or suffering a crushing defeat at the hands of the a mass tria l that is characteristic of trials in Ita ly  and in
British imperialists and they fear that more than they fear Germany.
a H itler victory. ] tio not mean to say that fascism is here; we still have

Hitler can come to the German people and say tru th- a chance to argue before a ju ry, but the very fact that a
fu lly : The British ruling class has a monopoly on the wealth large number of people can be dragged into court because of
of this world; w'e ought to have our share of it. When he their ideas and writings is an indication that the monster
attacks Churchill and the British ruling class, he is speaking 0f fascism is coming ever closer to us. 
the truth — at least 90 per cent of the time; when he talks "Revolutionary defeatism”  is another expression that the
about his own intentions, he speaks nothing but lies. The prosecution points to as something terrible to'contemplate
same is true of Churchill who tells the truth only when he 1 expressly defined that phrase in the column that 1 referred
is attacking Hitler. to before, published in The M ilita n t o f March 29, 1941. It

The situation would be entirely changed i f  in England simply means that we continue to advocate the class struggle
the woskers would establish their own socialist government during the war.x By that is meant that i f  the workers have
and if  in the United States a Workers’ and Farmers’ Gov- (Continued on page 5)
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any grievances, they should demand the settlement of those 
grievances and if no settlement is made, they should go on 
strike. W ill that interfere with the m ilita ry effort? The 
responsibility is not that of the workers but of the employers 
who refuse to settle the grievances.

W HAT POLITICAL OPPOSITION MEANS
In that same article I state that we want to carry on 

our agitation and gain a m ajority even during the war. 
But so long as we have no majority, there is nothing for us 
to do except to submit to the majority. “ To submit to the 
m ajority '', ladies and gentlemen, that phnfie is found sev­
eral limes in my column. Do the prosecutors expect us to 
change our ideas because there is a war? Do they want us 
to stop thinking? Yes, we want to convince workers and sol­
diers that our ideas are correct and until we convince the 
majority, we are w illing to submit to the decisions of the 
majority. For any government to demand anything more 
than that means practically introducing fascism.

In that article 1 expressly state that our party opposes 
sabotage, opposes any individual or group action which would 
obstruct the conduct of the war. I f  the prosecutors were fa ir 
and had the power to dismiss this case, they would do so 
without hesitation the moment their attention was brought 
to this column, lie  who would contend, after reading that 
article, that we are in favor of a victory of H itler or that we 
would practice sabotage, does not want to read correctly.

Of course, under Mr. Anderson’s theory, to teach social­
ism constitutes, in and of itself, sabotage, lie  stated that, 
but he does not claim that we would try  to sabotage the army 
by doing something to the rifles or to the planes or cannons 
so that they could not be used properly. The prosecutors 
simply claim that, if  the soldiers listen to our theories, they 
w ill not fight for the government. In other words, socialism 
is sabotage to the prosecutors regardless of the fact that we 
say over and over again that so long as we are not in a 
majority, we can do nothing but what we are told to do.

TH E  COURT: We w ill adjourn now.

MORNING SESSION, 
Friday, November 28, 1941.

TH E  COURT: You may proceed.
MR. G O LDM AN: Once more 1 beg your indulgence 

for taking so much of your time. Last night 1 went through 
my notes and 1 cut out enough to shorten my argument by 
about four hours. If, in your deliberations, someone asks 
why did not Goldman touch upon this matter and that mat­
ter, then the answer is that 1 had to refrain from discussing 
many questions because of lack of time.

Yesterday, in discussing the question of whether or not 
we advocate or predict violence, 1 forgot to mention the fact 
that in the m ajority of instances where violence is mentioned 
in the exhibits, it refers to defense against the fascists. This 
is an important point which I ask you to consider in your- 
deliberations.

vantage of every opportunity to teach the ideas of socialism. 
But we feel the socialist ideas w ill take root, not at present, 
when the vast m ajority of the people is satisfied with its 
conditions, but in the future when the masses w ill be driven 
to accept new ideas because of their suffering and privations. 
Human beings are very slow to change their ideas. The hu­

man mind is surrounded by a crust of all the ideas it has 
absorbed from childhood, and not until events destroy that 
crust is it ready to accept new ideas. It is because we want 
to get the confidence of the workers and the soldiers that 
we defend their immediate interests, and do not merely teach 
them the abstract doctrine of socialism.

MILITARY TRAINING UNDER TRADE UNION CONTROL

THE PROLETARIAN MILITARY POLICY OF OUR PARTY
The indictment charges us with conspiring to create in­

surrection and disobedience in the armed forces of the United 
States. It is important to discuss our so-called m ilitary poli­
cy. 'I he government depends upon that policy, I think, in 
its attempt to convince you that we are guilty of that section 
of the indictment.

When the question of compulsory m ilitary service.was first 
taken up in Congress and a discussion upon it began in the 
country, our party felt it necessary to take a position on that 
question.

As you know, there are people in this country who are 
pacifists and conscientious objectors who, under no circum­
stances, would fight in the armed forces or even allow them­
selves to be drafted for m ilita ry service. There are many 
socialists who take a similar stand.

We, on the other hand, considered the situation from 
its fundamental aspect, namely, that in this epoch when 
fascism has come upon the scene with its horrible violence, 
it is futile not to recognize the fact that all important ques­
tions w ill be settled by m ilita ry means. Not only futile, but 
extremely dangerous! Of all groups in society, we are most 
vehemently opposed to war but so long as war exists in the 
world and so long as there are fascists ready to use violence 
against the working class, every worker has the duty of 
training to defend himself. Young people w ill have to go ^  
to war whether they like it or not and since that is the case, 
we are in favor of having our youth trained in the arts of 
war. Modern warfare requires great technical skill and 
he is foolish who docs not understand that it is necessary 
to acquire that skill.

We cannot tell the young generation to oppose m ilitary 
training when we know that it w ill be dragged into war. 
And it is on the basis of this fundamental proposition that 
we say to the young men: Do not resist compulsory m ilitary 
training; go into the army and do your best to get the tra in­
ing necessary to defend yourselves against the enemy from 
without and — we also added — against the enemy from 
within. In a world where fascism and violence and war dom­
inates the scene, it is necessary for you to accept m ilitary 
training in order to defend yourselves.

Naturally, we would like our members, wherever they 
are, in the factory or in a union or in the army, to propa­
gate our ideas, but we understand that the army is not a 
place where one can speak as freely as outside of the army.
We don't like it but we are realistic enough to understand 
that in the army it is necessary to be cautious. Just as a 
trade unionist in an open shop must be careful in propagat­
ing his ideas for trade unionism, so must a soldier in the 
army be careful in propagating ideas frowned upon by the 
generals. In the army* of course, it is far more dangerous to 
propagate socialism than it is to propagate trade unionism 
in an open shop. The greatest open shop institution in this 
country is the United States Army.

Conditions in our army are not so bad now as they were 
fifty  or a hundred years ago. There was a time when it 
was impossible for a human being who was not brutalized to 
remain in the army. That has been changed and not with­
out a struggle.

FOR EQUAL RIGHTS IN  THE ARMY
At present we advocate the idea that soldiers in the army 

should be on terms of equality with the officers. We con­
sider the private soldiers equal in every way, except from 
the point of view of technical training, to the officers and we 
insist that they be treated in the same way as officers are 
treated. We advocate legislation compelling the officers to 
treat privates with respect and to change the rules which 
permit officers in charge of a m ilitary tribunal to in flic t in­
human punishment for some minor infraction of the M ilita ry  
Code.

The government has introduced evidence that we urge 
the soldiers to kick about their food. 1 do not know whether 
there have been complaints about food in the army. I f  the 
food is not good, then the soldiers, including members of our 
party who are drafted, should kick about the food. I f  the 
prosecution is interested in preventing such complaints about 
the food, then let it see to it that the soldiers are provided 
with good food. Are we in a situation where soldiers must 
eat rotten food without complaining? That seems to be' the 
theory of the prosecution.

WHY WORKERS FOLLOW US
Here I want to point out to you the absurdity of the 

accusation levelled against us to the effect that we send our 
members into the army in order to kick about food and create 
insubordination, Do you think we could win any influence 
in that way, and after all, that is our main aim —  to win

people over to our ideas, and thus gain influence. I low do 
you think Vincent Dunne and Farrell Dobbs and Miles 
Dunne and Carl Skoglund and all the other leaders of Local 
544 succeeded in gaining influence over the truck drivers? 
Simply by kicking?

And certainly not by proclaiming themselves to be T ro t­
skyists. You can readily assume that the 6,000 truck drivers 
do not follow their leadership because it is composed of So­
cialist Workers Party members. The vast m ajority of the 
truck drivers is composed of Republicans, Democrats and 
Farmer-Laborites. But these people also voted for Farrell 
Dobbs and Vincent and Miles Dunne as their union leaders. 
Why? Because they saw in them men who have served their 
interests. The truck drivers may not even like the fact that 
those defendants who are leaders of Local 544 are socialists; 
but still they vote for them because they see in the defend­
ants men who guard the interests of the workers. Our party 
members in Local 544 did not win influence among the truck 
drivers because they taught socialism, but because they im­
proved the conditions under which the truck driver's worked.

The same thing holds with reference to any of our mem­
bers who may be in the army. They did not gain influence 
by teaching the abstract doctrine of .socialism, but by taking 
care of the soldiers’ interests, ft is true that we take ad-

We have put forth the idea of m ilita ry training under 
trade union control. As Mr. Cannon testified, a training 
camp was operated in Plattsburg, New York, for the purpose 
of training businessmen and professional men as officers, and 
the government furnished the necessary funds. Why not have 
naming camps where the trade unions could train their men 
both as soldiers and as officers?

In our opinion the great majority of generals and higher 
officers in the army are hostile to the laboring class. The 
higher officers are raised and trained in an environment 
which makes them hostile to the workers. They are not in ­
terested in democracy or in fighting for democracy. Have 
not the events in France confirmed our opinion in that re­
spect? The American and British generals are not any d if­
ferent from the French generals. Who surrendered to Ger­
many? Not the rank and file, but Petain and Weygand 
and the other generals in command of the French army. Who 
permitted the Germans to enter Norway? Not the rank and 
file soldiers, but the fascists in the upper ranks. We say 
plainly that we do not trust the generals and higher officers 
to fight for democracy.

Because of that we propose that the trade unions train 
their own officers — officers in whom the workers can have 
confidence and whom they can control. And you must re­
member, when you consider this point, that the trade unions 
are not under the control of the Socialist Workers Party, but 
under the control of men who are, from our viewpoint, very 
conservative, and even reactionary. Still, rather than have 
officers trained at West Point, we prefer to have them trained 
under trade union control because the trade unions are or­
ganizations of workers. Furthermore, you must remember 
that our program of m ilita ry training under trade union con­
trol is a legislative program. We want Congress to pass leg­
islation making such training possible by appropriating funds 
for that purpose.

Of course, as with all other activities and policies of the 
Socialist Workers Party, our idea of m ilita ry training under 
trade union control is evidence, as far as the prosecution is 
concerned, of a conspiracy to overthrow the government by 
force. No matter what we do, it is taken by the government 
as evidence of this conspiracy. I f  we opposed m ilita ry tra in­
ing, that would constitute evidence of a conspiracy; when 
we are for m ilita ry training, that is brought in as evidence 
ot a conspiracy!

WHY WE WANT WORKERS DEFENSE GUARDS
Another policy of ours which the government introduced

as evidence of a conspiracy is our proposal of establishing 
Workers Defense Guards. We have no hesitation to admit 
that we would like to see the workers create such defense 
guards. I shall even admit — and let the government make 
the most of it — that i f  Workers Defense Guards should be 
created, they would defend the revolution of the m ajority 
against the violence of the minority. We shall do our utmost 
to create Workers Defense Guards so that when the m ajority 
of the people take power, it w ill be able to put down any 
revolt by the minority.

The charge that is levelled against us, you must remem­
ber, is that we are conspiring to overthrow and to advocate 
the overthrow of the government by force and violence. The 
government must first prove that charge beyond a reason­
able doubt, and it cannot prove it by introducing evidence 
that we advise the establishment of Workers Defense Guards 
or a Union Defense Guard. I f  the ju ry  agrees with me that 
we do not advocate the use of violence, but predict that 
the m inority w ill use violence against the majority, then 
everything else is immaterial. It is perfectly proper for us 
to propose to workers the idea of creating defense guards to 
protect them against fascist violence, and mind you, we are 
not advocating a policy of creating defense guards of our 
own members. We want the workers to build these defense 
guards.

Unfortunately, they have not as yet followed our propo­
sals. The fascist danger is not so evident to the workers as 
it is to us, and they have not acted in accordance with our 
proposals. This is a fine example of the idea that it is not 
agitation that can bring certain things into existence. I f  con­
ditions are not ripe for it, then we can talk from now until 
doomsday and the workers w ill not follow' our advice. There 
is not a single Workers Defense Guard in the United States 
today.

MR SCHW EINHAUT (Prosecutor): That statement, 
that there is not a single defense guard in the United States 
today, is not brought out by the evidence. The contrary has 
been established. As a matter of fact, in March of this year 
the Union Defense Guard was in existence in Minneapolis.

MR. G O LDM AN: I still contend on the basis of the 
evidence that there does not exist a. single defense guard in 
the United States at the present time.

TH E  COURT: Well, the ju ry  w ill remember what the 
evidence was on that particular question.

(*To be continued next iceek)

IT A L IA N  FASCISTS FEAR M A S S  R E V O LT
Signs of Crumbling Fascist Rule Multiply; 
Regime Dreads Coming Revolutionary Tide

B y D o n  D o re
Ita ly ’s Fascist regime, prototype of all fascist systems, can 

no longer conceal the symptoms of its impending breakdown. 
Events of the past few months strongly indicate the internal 
forces which are destined to overthrow Mussolini's rule. It is 
above all the Italian workers, soldiers and peasants whom the 
Fascist bosses fear w ill end Ita ly ’s ruthless political dictator­
ship, established tw o  decades agos> 
by the Ita lia n  in d u s tria lis ts  and 
big  landowners.

T h a t fe a r was openly d isp lay­
ed a t T ries te  three weeks ago in 
the s tag ing  o f the f i r s t  public po­
li t ic a l “ t r ia l ”  in  I ta ly  since 1930.

In  th is  “ t r ia l ” , conducted by 
the Fascist Special T r ib u n a l fo r  
Defense o f the State, 60 persons 
were cross-examined in  an a t ­
tem p t to make them  repeat pub­
lic ly  “ confessions”  a l l e g e d l y  
made to  the secret police. These 
“ confessions” , i t  was charged, 
linked the defendants w ith  Jugo­
s la v ia n  ‘ te r ro r is t ’ groups a lleg ­
ed to have been p lann ing to  “ sa­
botage”  w a r industries and trans 
po rta tion  systems, assassinate 
M usso lin i, seize sta te  power and 
set up a “ Soviet rep ub lic ” .

A l l  the defendants had been 
“ tr ie d ”  and convicted previously 
before a secret tr ib u n a l, the cus­
tom ary  method o f dealing w ith  
po litica l opponents o f the regim e. 
The purpose o f th is  public mock 
“ t r ia l ” , there fore, was solely fo r  
its  p o litica l e ffec t on the Ita lia n  
people.

REASO N FO R  
T H E  “ T R IA L ”

T h is  “ t r ia l ” , to begin w ith , was 
unexpectedly staged d u rin g  the 
m ost c r it ic a l phase o f the I ta l­
ian im p e ria lis t w a r e ffo rts . The 
Ita lia n  “ em p ire”  has been s tr ip ­
ped o f m ost o f its  colonies. I ts  
economy is to tte r in g . In  the past 
tw o months, the reg im e has had 
to s tr ike  another blow a t the a l- 
eady low  liv in g  standards o f the 

Ita lia n  masses, th rough  a series 
o f d rastic  ra tio n in g  decrees. N o t 
m ere ly the na tu re  o f the “ t r ia l ” , 
bu t the tim e  and circumstances 
n which i t  was held, indicate 

th a t i t  was intended f i r s t  o f a ll 
to dem onstrate th a t the regim e,

weakened as i t  is by the w a r, is 
s t r o n g  enough and v ig ila n t 
enough to  deal w ith  a ll in te rna l 
opposition.

The “ t r ia l ”  in  its e lf  is an ad­
m ission o f the reg im e ’s fea r o f 
g ro w in g  unrest. B u t even more 
than to te rro r ize  and in tim ida te  
the in te rn a l enemies o f the fa s ­
c is t rule, its  purpose was to d is­
cred it the m otives and o rig in s  o f 
such opposition.

The governm ent represented 
the “ p lo t”  as be ing confined 
la rge ly  to- a “ movement o f a con- 
sp ira tive  nature, form ed in  T r i ­
este and the surround ing p ro v in ­
ces.”  T ries te  fo rm e rly  belonged 
to Jugo-S lavia , and i t  has, con­
sequently, a la rge  “ fo re ig n ”  pop­
u la tion . Thus, the governm ent 
sought to  g ive the  im pression 
th a t the unrest in  I ta ly  did not 
come fro m  the na tive  Ita lia n  peo­
ple.

M U S S O L IN I PARROTS 
T H E  D EM O C R AC IES

The defendants were charged 
w ith  being connected w ith  “ an o r­
gan iza tion  fo rm e rly  e x is ting  in 
Jugoslav ia  and made up o f r e f ­
ugees supported and aided in 
tu rn  by persons o f fo re ign  na­
t io n a lity .”  The acts o f “ te r ro r ­
ism ”  and “ sabotage”  a lleged ly 
com m itted o r planned by the de­
fendants were “ d ire c tly  o r in d i­
rec tly  maneuvered by fo re ig n  
powers and had insurrectiona l 
a im s.”  The po litica l views o f the 
defendants ranged “ fro m  demo- 
libe ra lism  to communism, from  
communism to te rro r is m  —  a ll 
imbued w ith  a n ti- Ita lia n  ha tred.”  
The ind ic tm en t emphasized th a t 
the defendants conducted propa­
g a n d is ts  ac tiv itie s  to  establish 
ar. atmosphere “ favo rab le  to- th e ir

dream o f a Soviet repub lic .”
F rom  th is  i t  appears th a t the 

purpose o f the “ t r ia l”  was to dis­
c red it revo lu tiona ry  ideas by l in k ­
ing  com m unism  w ith  “ dem o-lib­
e ra lism ”  and “ te rro r is m ” , and de­
p ic tin g  in te rn a l opposition to  the 
governm ent as the w ork  o f ‘spies' 
nd ‘saboteurs in  the  pay ot 

‘fo re ign  powers’ —  presum ably 
the A llie d  governm ents.

M usso lin i uses the tim e-w orn  
device o f labe ling  in te rn a l oppo­
s itio n  as “ fo re ig n ” , and seeks to 
s trengthen his hold on the I ta l­
ian masses by an appeal to th e ir  
fe a r o f dom ination by a v ic to r­
ious B r ita in . The Ita lia n  w o rk -

reduced in  rank. These included 
heads o f “ corpora tions”  o f every 
v ita l in du s try . O ther w a r-tim e  
purges have occurred among the 
a rm y commanders, M usso lin i’s 
cabinet and the Fascis t p a rty  
leadership.

Much o f the dissension which 
these purges reveal in  the o ffic ia l 
ranks o f the Fascists is undoubt­
ed ly the resu lt o f d issatis faction  
w ith  the increasing encroach­
m ent o f the Nazis in  the in te rn a l 
ad m in is tra tive  a ffa irs  o f I ta ly .  
F o r the past year N azi fu n c tio n ­
aries and m il ita ry  agents have 
been in f i l t r a t in g  deeper and deep­
er in to  the a d m in is tra tive  mach-

ers and peasants know  w h a t hap- ] in e ry  o f the Ita lia n  governm ent, 
pened to the German people a fte r
the la s t w a r ended in  the  V e r­
sailles T rea ty , and they know 
th a t the “ dem ocra tic”  im p e ria l­
ists hold the same fa te  in  store 
fo r  them. M usso lin i’s strongest 
weapon in  m a in ta in in g  his re g ­
ime d u rin g  the w a r is  the I ta l ­
ian people’s fe a r  o f  w h a t an A l­
lied v ic to ry  w i l l  mean fo r  the 
Ita lia n  people, and he never hesi­
tates to exp lo it it .  A l l  those who 
w ant to  ove rth row  me, he says, 
w ant a v ic to ry  fo r  B r ita in . Thus 
he pa rro ts  the  argum ents o f the

c ry  and f la u n t in g  o f p riv ileges 
practised by the Fascis t o ffic ia ls .

R A T IO N S  IN  IT A L Y
U nder the guise o f safeguard­

in g  the people fro m  “ hoarders”  
and “ speculators”  —  th a t is, the 
Fascist ru l in g  class its e lf  —  
M usso lin i on Oct. 1 fu r th e r  re ­
duced the a lready inadequate 
food ra tions, the m eagre c lo th ing 
and fu e l a llo tm ents, etc. T ha t 
m ainstay o f a ll impoverished 
European nations —  bread —  was 
lim ite d  to  200 gram s da ily  per 
person, about 7 ounces, o r less 
than th a t allowed in  the N az i- 
occupied countries o f N o rw ay, 
Denm ark and France.

S paghetti, tra d itio n a l breadusurp ing m any o f the functions , 
and power o f the Ita lia n  o ffic ia ls . | substitu te  o f the I ta lia n  poor,

They have already taken over the waS h “ ‘?d t0 65 * nwn\ounces da ily , pe r person. M eatoperations o f some o f the m ost 
v ita l phases o f I ta lia n  economy, 
inc lud ing  the ra ilw a y  systems.

T h is has been a m ost unpleas­
an t experience to  the Fascist 
functiona ries , bu t they have had 
to accept i t  as the on ly  a lte rna ­
tive  to a possible complete co l­
lapse o f th e ir  ad m in is tra tive  m a­
ch inery. Thus, nQt on ly  does H i t ­
le r  pro tect the Ita lia n  ru lin g  
class fro m  its  ex te rna l riva ls , but

reactionary  forces in  the  demo- j rom  Ita lia n  masses as we ll, 
c ra tic  countries who accuse the
advocates o f a socia lis t change , T H E  IT A L IA N  EC O N O M Y
o f w a n tin g  the v ic to ry  o f the 
fascists.

R E C E N T DECREES
In  add ition  to  th is  “ t r ia l ” , 

there have been even m ore d i­
rec t signs o f the w iden ing  fis ­

sures in  the c rum b ling  fascist reg­
ime. On Dec. 2, the day o f the 
opening o f the T ries te  “ t r ia l ” , 
M usso lin i issued a decree d ire c t­
ing the greatest shakeup in  the 
h is to ry  o f the Fasc is t N a tiona l 
Council. T w en ty -e ig h t new coun­
c il members were named and 21 
others were removed,

T h is  shakeup fo llow s  a s im ila r 
one o f O.ct. 25, when the Duce 
was forced to  announce a com­
plete “ reo rgan iza tion ”  o f the 
leadership o f the Fascis t guilds, 
wh ich d irec t v ir tu a lly  every 
phase o f Ita lia n  economic organ­
iza tion . A t  least 19 o f the 22 
h ighest o ffic ia ls  were removed or

The d is in te g ra tio n  o f the Fas­
c is t m ach inery o f con tro l is in 
p a rt a re fle c tion  o f its  own cor­
rup tion . I t a l i a n  c a p ita l­
is t  economy, weak a t best and 
incapable o f susta in ing  a m a jo r 
w a r e ffo r t ,  has been fu r th e r  un ­
derm ined by the unrestra ined 
g r a f t ,  hoard ing , speculation, 
p ro fite e ring  and a ll-a round th ie v ­
e ry  o f the Fasc is t o ffic ia ls  fro m  
top to  bottom . T h is  has in te ns i­
fied the sca rc ity  o f consumers 
goods and boosted prices sky­
ward.

The recent “ reo rgan iza tions”  
among the various Fascist bodies 
have been, in p a rt, an a ttem p t by

i "  v ir tu a lly  unknown to  the o r ­
d in a ry  w o rke r and peasant. Po­
tatoes, m ilk , eggs, cheese, o live 
o il, fa ts , are ra tioned  o u t by the 
ounce.

The Ita lia n  masses each day 
see the fu r th e r  collapse o f M us­
so lin i’s boasts and pretenses. The 
E th io p ian  adventure has ended 
no t w ith  expanded em pire apd 
resources bu t w ith  the loss even 
o f the old Ita lia n  N o rth  A fr ic a n  
colonies. M usso lin i has no th ing  
to show fo r  the hundreds o f thou­
sands o f lives wasted in  the im ­
p e r ia lis t ventures o f his regim e 
bu t p a ra lyz in g  debts and a ru in ­
ed in d u s tr ia l system, and eco­
nom ic res tr ic tio ns  and s ta rva tion  
fo r  the masses.

Moreover, the I ta lia n  people 
observe the commandeered tra in s , 
guarded by  N az i troops, ro llin g  
constantly  no rth , laden w ith  the 
produce o f I ta ly .  Everyw here 
th rou gh ou t I ta ly ,  they see Nazi 
un ifo rm s and s u ffe r  the inso­
lence and contem pt o f the Nazi 
officers and o ffic ia ls . They can­
no t help b u t fee l increas ing ly  
th a t they are dom inated by  a fo r ­
eign conqueror, and th a t Musso­
lin i h im se lf is no th ing  b u t the
helpless cap tive  o f h is more 

M usso lin i to  provide scapegoats j powerfu l German im p e ria lis t 
on whom to fix  the blame fo r the I a j jy

te rr ib le  mass liv in g  conditions 
now p re va ilin g  in  I ta ly .  He 
hoped, no doubt, th a t th is  would 
qu ie t the increasing mass unrest 
re su ltin g  fro m  the open th iev-

The p o s s ib ility  o f the over­
th ro w  o f I ta lia n  Fascism by a 
popu lar in te rn a l revo lu tion  is 
recognized in  im p o rta n t circles

no l i t t le  speculation as to  who 
w i l l  ove rth row  and w h a t class 
w il l  ru le  the new order in  I ta ly .  
AVIIO W O U LD  
R E P L A C E  M U S S O L IN I?

There is no question bu t th a t 
lead ing circles o f A m erican  cap i­
ta lism  s tro n g ly  desire the m a in ­
tenance o f the c a p ita lis t o rder in 
I ta ly . They w ould be content 
w ith  any c a p ita lis t reg im e, p ro ­
vided i t  w ould support Am erican 
and B r it is h , ra th e r than N a z i, in ­
terests.

B u t where among the present 
Ita lia n  ru l in g  class is there  a 
g roun  w hich is n o t ta in ted  w ith  
the Fasc is t brush and w hich can 
command the sup po rt o f the I ta l­
ian masses in  the establishm ent 
o f a new governm ent w h ich  
m ig h t be fr ie n d ly  to  the in terests 
o f the  bourgeois dem ocratic 
powers ?

P ertinax , an a u th o rita tiv e  po­
li t ic a l com m entator, declared in  
a W ashington dispatch in  the 
N ew  Y o rk  T im es, Oct. 8:

“ I t  has been said th a t the Duke 
o f A os ta  and the generals o f the 
a rm y were ready to come fo rw a rd  
a t the f i r s t  o p p o rtu n ity  and take 
the helm  ( in  I ta ly ) .  T h is  is a n ­
o ther case o f w is h fu l th in k in g . 
To s ta r t  w ith , the  Duke and be­
fore h im  his fa th e r and m other 
proved tow ers o f s tre n g th  to 
P rem ier M usso lin i in  the  ea rly  
days o f his d ic ta to rsh ip  and they 
have never changed. The re ­
spo ns ib ility  o f the en tire  roya l 
fa m ily  is too deeply involved in  
the Fascis t un de rtak ing  fo r  any 
ne o f them to  ever take the  lead 
nee the g re a t experim ent has 

broken down.”
B oth  the Ita lia n  cap ita lis ts , the 

present beneficiaries o f Fascism, 
and the reac tionary  c a p ita lis t in ­
terests in  th is  cou n try  and E n g ­
land face a dilem m a. They a ll 
a like  fe a r soc ia lis t revo lu tion  in  
I ta ly ,  y e t have no s a tis fa c to ry  a l­
te rn a tive  leadership and p rogram  
to o ffe r  the I ta lia n  masses.

The pre-conditions fo r  a social­
is t  revo lu tion  ex is t in  fu l l  force 
in I ta ly  today. I ts  com ing would 
k ind le  a f ire  th rou gh ou t a ll E u ­
rope, in  G erm any and the occu­
pied countries, w h ich would de­
s tro y  fascism  more qu ick ly  and 
sure ly  than  a ll the outside arm ies

in  th is  coun try . There has been | o f the w o rld  p u t together.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M il i ta r y  tra in in g  o f  w o rke rs , financed 

by  the  gove rnm en t, b u t u n d e r c o n tro l 
o f  the  tra de  un ion s . S pecia l o ff ic e rs ’ 
tra in in g  cam ps, financed  by  the  gov­
e rn m e n t b u t c o n tro lle d  by the  trade  
u n ion s , to  t ra in  w o rke rs  to  becom e 
o ffice rs .

2. T rade  u n io n  wages fo r  a ll w o rke rs  
d ra fte d  in to  the  a rm y .

3. F u ll e q u a lity  f o r  Negroes in  the  a rm ed 
fo rces and the  w a r in d u s tr ie s — D ow n 
w ith  J im  C row ism  everyw here .

4 . C on fisca tion  o f  a ll w a r p ro fits . E x p ro ­
p r ia t io n  o f  a ll w a r in d u s tr ie s  and th e ir  
o p e ra tio n  u n d e r w o rke rs ’ c o n tro l.

5 . F o r  a r is in g  scale o f  wages to  m eet the  
r is in g  cost o f  liv in g .

6 . W o rk e rs  Defense G uards aga inst v ig ­
ila n te  and fasc is t a ttacks.

7. A n  Ind e pe n de n t L a b o r P a rty  based on  
the  T rade  U n ions.

8 . A  W o rk e rs ’ and F a rm ers ’ G ove rn ­
m en t.

Lynch Incitements
The Stalinist Daily Worker last week published 

two editorials attacking Norman Thomas and the 
Socialist Party. The virulent tone and general 
content of these editorials can be construed as 
nothing less than an indictment to lynch violence 
against the members of the Socialist Party and 
all other working-class groups who are critical 
of administration policies.

Informed people who know the methods of Sta­
linism in attacking its political opponents in the 
working-class movement, w ill recognize as a typ­
ical Stalinist slander the charge that the Socialist 
Party wants “ the defeat of the United States in 
the fight against H itler.”  (Daily Worker, Dec. 17).

That is precisely the way in which Mussolini 
attacks his political opponents. During the trials 
in Trieste several weeks ago, the Fascist prosecu­
tors accused 71 opponents of their regime of “ act­
ing for foreign powers.”  The Daily Worker, Dec. 
' l l ,  itself rejected this Fascist characterization.

One does not have totagree with the Socialist 
Party's ideas to defend the right of its members 
to freely express their opinions in war-time as in 
peace. Nor does one need to know any more of 
Stalinism than its lynch provocation in this in­
stance to understand that it is seeking to silence 
its political opponents with methods used every­
where by reactionaries —  including the Nazi and 
Fascist variety.

We use the term “ lynch provocation”  advised­
ly. That is the clear intent of these vicious edi­
torials against the Socialist Party. It is part of 
the Stalinist campaign to invoke totalitarian re­
pression against all those working-class groups 
which do not vote “ ja ” on everything the admin­
istration says and, more particularly, which con­
tinue their opposition to Stalinism.

The Communist Party, acting under a cloak of 
patriotism, wants to deprive its working-class op­
ponents of the right to speak, to exist as legal poli­
tical movements, to publish literature and hold 
meetings.

Such incitement of totalitarian measures against 
working-class political minorities, we may be sure, 
w ill prove in the end to be a knife in the back 
of the Stalinist workers themselves. The very 
amalgam used by the Communist Party, in iden­
tify in g  its opponents in the workers' movement 
w ith  the Nazi and Japanese imperialists, is being 
used by Congress right now against the Stalin­
ists. On Dec. 19 the House passed a b ill requir­
ing the Communist Party to register the names 
of its members with the Department of Justice 
and linking the Communist Party with the Ger- 
man-American Bund as “ agents of foreign gov­
ernments.”

The American labor movement and all liberal 
groups must be on guard against this Stalinist at­
tempt 'to use the war situation to incite lynch ter­
ror against the c iv il rights of the Communist Par­
ty ’s opponents in the labor movement.

Bosses' Sacrifices
The voice of reaction is loud in the land de­

manding that labor “ sacrifice”  to the lim it for the 
war by surrendering its right to strike and its 
legitimate demands such as the union shop.

Yet from nowhere among the ruling circles does 
there corrie a call upon the industrialists and fin­
anciers to make one iota of sacrifice. The halls 
of Congress are mute on the question of the stag­
gering profits which the leading monopoly cor­
porations are m ilking out of the war program.

Reports of the Federal Reserve Board show that

for the firs t six months of this year, net corporate 
profits exceeded those of the corresponding period 
of 1940 by 25 per cent. It is conservatively esti­
mated that net corporate profits for this entire 
year w ill be well over 30% greater than 1940.

But that doesn’t tell the whole story. The hand­
fu l of dominant corporations which have most of 
the war orders have increased their profits about 
170 per cent since the start of the war in 1939. 
Profits for the big steel corporations have soared 
1,300 per cent; other war industries are showing 
increases of from 500 to 1,000 per cent.

War's hardship for the capitalists is to wear 
their fingers to the bone clipping dividend cou­
pons. Their contribution to the war is to pile up 
the war costs.

I t ’s about time for organized labor to call a 
halt to the threats and demands of the reaction­
aries. I t ’s about time instead for the wage-earn­
ers and farmers to point the finger at the bosses 
and monopolists and demand an end to their out­
rageous profits.

Stalinists O n The Trial
The Stalinist leadership is showing its anxiety 

over the growing support labor and liberal organ­
izations have extended to the 18 Socialist Work­
ers Party and CIO members convicted in the M in­
neapolis “ sedition” tria l. Of particular concern 
to the Communist Party tops is the fact that no 
little  of this support is coming from union locals 
where Stalinists have important influence.

The CP role in this historic c iv il liberties case 
has evoked such disgust in labor and liberal cir­
cles that the party now feels compelled to "ex­
plain”  to workers and progressives generally, and 
its own followers in particular, why it sought to 
sabotage the defense.

Its "explanation” is given in the Daily Worker, 
Dec. 19, under the headline, “ Minneapolis T ria l 
Shows Labor Wary of Trotskyites.”  As this head­
line indicates, the Stalinist leaders seek to justi­
fy  themselves by slanderously attributing their 
own foul role to the labor movement generally.

At the same time, they try  to show that the 
Trotskyists deserved to be convicted, that the 
pdosecution made the “ mistake”  of railroading 
the defendants for being Marxists and revolution­
ary socialists, instead of taking the Daily Worker’s 
advice and using the Moscow Trials technique of 
framing up revolutionary socialists as “ pro-Nazis” . 
The SWP program, complains the Daily Worker, 
“ was taken at face value by the prosecution.”

By its contention that the prosecution had the 
right spirit but the wrong charges, the Communist 
Party seeks to whitewash an anti-labor prosecu­
tion which has been denounced by every leading 
civ il rights group and liberal publication, and by 
unions representing tens of thousands of workers.

This article attempts, further, to counteract the 
publicity about the real program of Trotskyism, 
which this tria l enabled the SWP to explain in de­
tail before a national forum. For the first time, 
thousands upon thousands of workers, including 
Stalinists, learned that the Trotskyists are intran­
sigent defenders o f the Soviet Union, m ilitant 
trade unionists, revolutionary fighters against fas­
cism, uncompromising proponents of socialism. 
That is why the Daily Worker tries desperately 
to convince its readers that “ there has been a gen­
eral refusal to accept the evaluation of Trotsky- 
ites as ‘radicals’.”

But while seeking to show that the SWP de­
fendants posed as ‘radicals’ in the tria l, the Daily  
Worker at the same time tries to insinuate that 
the defendants sought to conceal their views. This 
is a further effort to blunt the impact of this tria l 
on thinking Stalinist workers, who followed the 
press reports of the prosecution and know that 
the Minneapolis defendants gave the most out­
spoken and principled defense of Marxian social­
ism ever offered in an American courtroom.

How does it happen, Stalinist workers are un­
doubtedly asking themselves, that these Trotsky­
ists whom our leaders characterize as “ agents of 
fascism”  dared to risk long prison terms by refus­
ing to deny their Marxist principles and by bold­
ly  defending these principles? And these same 
Stalinist workers cannot help contrasting this 
courageous stand of the Trotskyists with the cow­
ardly position of their own leaders in defense of 
Earl Browder. Everyone knows that Browder was 
framed up for his refusal to support the war prep­
arations. Now the CP leaders do not dare state the 
real reason for Browder's imprisonment nor de­
nounce those who engineered his frameup. In­
stead, they beg for Browder’s release on the 
grounds that he is a 100 per cent supporter of 
those responsible for his imprisonment.

It is easy to understand the anxiety the M in­
neapolis tria l is causing the Stalinist leaders. The 
Minneapolis prosecution has given the SWP an 
audience among the Stalinist workers it never had.

Lay-Offs In Auto
The Michigan Unemployment Compensation 

Commission reported on Dec. 20 that 206,000 auto 
workers in the state would be laid o ff "in  the next 
seven days”  because of production curtailment.

Eventually, they w ill probably secure new em­
ployment on war production. But what is to hap­
pen to them in the meantime? Shall they be forced 
to live on inadequate unemployment compensa­
tion benefits —  where they are lucky enough to 
get them — particularly when the layoffs are the 
result, as CIO leaders have charged, of the auto 
barons’ “ waste, inefficiency and needless duplica­
tion” in adjusting plant production from peace to 
war production?

The labor movement must raise the demand that 
all workers suffering from priorities unemploy­
ment be provided with government subsidies ade­
quate to tide them through the period of unem­
ployment.

Our Answer To Foster’s 
Questions And Answers

Union Contributors 
To Civil Rights 
Defense Committee

Foster's Explanation of the Stalin-Hitler Pact Is Intended Only 
To Whitewash and Justify Course of the Stalinist Bureaucracy

B y M . S T E IN
Every time the members of the Communist Party are 

swept o ff their feet by a new turn in the parly line, the C.P. 
apparatus sets the well-oiled “ enlightenment”  machine into mo­
tion. The object of this machine is to knock out of the party 
members’ heads the ideas of yesterday, • the ideas they have 
grown accustomed to seeing in their party publications and for
w hich they argued so hea ted ly< 
w ith  th e ir  friends and shop- 
mates. S im ultaneously w ith  th is  
d if f ic u lt  operation, a new set o f 
ideas is to  be pounded home. A nd 
a ll th is  m ust be accomplished in 
a w ay w h ich  w i l l  leave u n im p a ir­
ed the “ p res tige ”  o f the leader- 
lin .
ship and the in fa l l ib i l i t y  o f Sta-

FO STER  T R IE S  TO 
C A L M  C. P. R A N K S

In  the “ en ligh tenm en t" cam ­
pa ign now under w ay to pu t over 
the new w a r position o f the C. 
P., W ill ia m  Z. Foster, a p p ro p ri­
a te ly  enough, p lays a prom inen t 
role. He did his b it  in  the f irs t  
W orld  W ar “ to make the w o rld  
safe fo r  democracy”  by peddling 
L ib e rty  Bonds. He is no slacker 
th is  tim e  e ither. P a r t  o f his 
modest con tribu tion  to  the U . S. 
w a r e f fo r t  consists o f a column 
on the ed ito ria l page o f the D a ily  
W orke r under the general head­
in g : “ The People’s W a r: Ques­
tions and A nsw ers” . In  i t  he un­
dertakes each day to  answer 
questions about the w a r which 
are a g ita tin g  the m inds o f C. P. 
members.

In  th is  a rtic le  we w ish to deal 
w ith  his answer on Oct. 30 to  the 
im p o rta n t question: “ D id the 
USSR make a m istake in  s ign ing  
the non-aggression pact w ith  
Nazi G erm any?” , fo r  the answer 
he gives is ty p ic a l o f a ll the 
o ther apologies made by the S ta­
lin is t  bureaucrats fo r  S ta lin ’s 
policies before the German-So­
v ie t w ar.

F rom  the tim e o f the s ign ing 
o f the S ta lin -H ille r  P act up to 
the N az i a ttack  on the Soviet 
Un ion —  alm ost tw o  years —  i t  
has been d rille d  in to  the m inds 
o f the S ta lin is t ran k  and file  
th a t the  Pact was ju s t about the 
cleverest piece o f s tra teg y  the 
w o rld  had ever seen, th a t in  a 
w o rld  to rn  by w a r, S ta lin  had 
played his cards so w e ll th a t he 
had succeeded in  keeping the 
Soviet U n ion ou t o f it .

COST OF T H E  P A C T
To be sure, m any S ta lin is ts  

fe l t  th a t i t  was a te rr ib le  price 
S ta lin  had paid fo r  th is  peace. 
They knew fro m  th e ir  own ex­
periences and contacts th a t m anv 
w orkers held S ta lin  responsible 
fo r  g iv in g  H it le r  the green lig h t  
fo r  the opening o f the Polish o f­
fensive, they knew  th a t, so fa r  
as the best m ilita n ts  were con­
cerned, the prestige  o f the Soviet 
Union in  th is  period had reached 
the lowest p o in t in  its  h is to ry . 
B ut, argued the Fosters in  th a t 
period o f “ en ligh tenm en t” , l i fe  
its e lf  w i l l  teach the w orkers in 
t im e ; fo r  when the  whole cap i­
ta lis t  w o rld  lies in  ru ins , the So­
v ie t Un ion w i l l  s t i l l  be the re  in 
its  f u l l  g lo ry , a tte s tin g  to  the 
indisputab le correctness o f S ta­
l in ’s course in s ign ing  the pact.

B u t the whole th in  web o f ra ­
tion a liza tio n  thus spun by the 
S ta lin is ts  was blown to  b its  by 
H it le r ’s arm ies, which la id  waste 
the m ost productive, the m ost in ­
d u s tria l sections o f the coun try  
and k ille d  and maimed countless 
hundreds o f thousands o f the 
bravest defenders o f the Russian 
Revolution.

F os te r’s aim , i t  is c lear from  
his answer to  the question, is  not 
to  te ll the t ru th  to  the C. P. 
ran k  and file , b u t on ly  to salvage 
ou t o f the debacle o f the S ta lin - 
H it le r  Pact the prestige  o f his 
m aster, Joseph S ta lin .

nificance o f the alleged 25% in ­
crease in  the face o f the recent 
losses in  in d u s tr ia l capac ity  s u f­
fered by the USSR?

S T R A T E G IC  P O S IT IO N
F oster argues: “ Moreover, the 

USSR th rou gh  in co rp o ra tin g  the 
ne ighboring  states o f E ston ia, 
L ith ua n ia , L a tv ia , W h ite  Russia 
and Bessarabia w ith in  its  bord­
ers, g re a tly  im proved its  s tra te ­
gic position  by c rea ting  a cush­
ion ing te r r ito ry  to  ease the shock 
o f eventual German B litz k r ie g .”

These lines were w r it te n  a t a 
tim e  when H it le r ’s arm ies were 
a t the gates o f Leningrad, M os­
cow and Rostov. F oste r does not 
dare to  say w hethe r th is  “ posi­
t io n ”  ju s tif ie d  the m ost —  the 
a liena tion  o f the sym pathies o f 
the w o rld  p ro le ta r ia t. N o r does 
he te ll how w e ll th is  “ im proved 
s tra teg ic  po s ition ”  was u tilized  
o r how much actua l advantage 
was taken o f i t  by S ta lin .

I f  we take the tes tim ony o f 
Ralph Inge rso ll, ed ito r o f PM , on 
th is  po in t, the Red A rm ies  were 
able to p u t up rea l resistance 
on ly  a fte r  they  had reached the 
old Soviet border, w h ile  the new­
ly  occupied te rr ito r ie s  were lost, 
a long w ith  g re a t masses o f 
equipm ent, in  sho rt order. T h is  
was verified  on ly a few' days ago, 
when L itv in o v  to ld  reporters in 
W ashington on Dec. 13: "B e fo re  
decla ring w a r he (H it le r )  a tta ck ­
ed a lm ost a l l our a irp o rts  and 
m il ita ry  bases ju s t behind the 
fro n tie rs . In  th is  w ay he was 
able to destroy in  a fla sh  a very 
considerable q u a n tity  o f our a ir ­
planes and tanks and, to  a cer­
ta in  extent, th ro w  in to  confusion 
our troops, as they wrere taken 
unawares and w ith o u t the s lig h t­
est expectation o f w a r. . . the 
w'hole o f th is  m onstrous machine 
w'as launched aga inst the Soviet 
U n ion, before we were able to 
g e t p ro pe rly  prepared fo r  such 
an a tta ck  and to  m obilize our 
own forces. A s a re s u lt H it le r  
managed fo r  a long tim e  to  press 
back our troops, to  force them  
in to  re tre a t and to penetrate 
deeply in to  our country . . .”

B A L A N C E  OF P O W ER
“ Second” , argues Foster, “ d u r­

in g  the pact period tw o  m a jo r 
A x is  enemies o f the USSR were 
g re a tly  weekend and rendered 
less capable o f a tta ck : J a p a n ... 
and I ta ly ” . T h is  p o in t m ig h t 
have had some v a lid ity  i f  Foster 
had gone on to  show th a t the 
power today was more favorab le  
to  the USSR than i t  was a t the 
tim e  the Past was signed.

D u rin g  the period o f the Pact, 
H it le r  subdued France w ith  its  
immense arm y, the low  countries, 
N o rw ay  and the Balkans w h ich 
were in a category by themselves 
and were a po ten tia l th re a t to 
H itle r .

I t  was p r im a r ily  fo r  the sake 
o f e lim in a tin g  the danger o f a 
w a r on tw o fro n ts  th a t H it le r  
signed the Pact w ith  S ta lin , was 
ready to “ share”  w ith  h im  in  the 
conquest o f Poland, induced Rou- 
m ania to  cede Bessarabia, and 
“ to le ra ted”  the w a r w ith  F in ­
land and the occupation o f the 
B a ltic  countries. The Pact f itte d  
in w ith  H it le r ’s s tra tegy . To un ­
derstand th is , a ll one has to do 
is to reca ll fo r  a m om ent the

p ic tu re  o f Europe and the w o rld  
a t the tim e  o f the Pact.

“ T h ird ” , F oste r in fo rm s  his 
readers, “ the a ttitu d e  o f England 
and the U n ited  States, because 
o f events d u rin g  the period o f 
the pact, has become more fr ie n d ­
ly  towards the U S S R .. .”  W h a t a 
roundabout w ay o f w in n in g  the 
friendsh ip  o f Eng land and the U . 
S.! I f  Dale Carnegie does no t 
have th is  m ethod on his book on 
“ How  to  W in  F riends and In f lu ­
ence People” , he m ust by a ll 
means include it .

A p p a re n tly  by the tim e he came 
to the end o f his a rtic le , Foster 
fe l t  he had no t been ve ry  con­
v inc ing , fo r  he concludes w ith  
the fo llo w in g : “ L a te r experience 
w il l  show th a t the s ign ing  o f the 
pact w ith  the Soviet U n ion was 
a m a jo r de feat fo r  H itle r ,  which 
w il l  even tua lly  end up in  his 
do w n fa ll.”

E F F E C T  ON G E R M A N  
W ORKERS

T h a t H it le r ’s do w n fa ll is  im ­
m inent, we are convinced. B u t 
th is  w i l l  no t occur because o f the 
Pact, b u t despite it ,  and despite 
the treachery o f S ta lin  and Fos­
ter. I f  an y th in g , the P act he lp­
ed to  pro long H it le r ’s regim e. 
H is gains fro m  the P act were 
not on ly  m ilita ry . Even more im ­
po rta n t, the Pact helped to so lid ­
i f y  H it le r ’s home f ro n t  and to- 
d iso rien t the w o rk in g  class 
everywhere. Germ any had a 
g re a t Socia list and Com m unist 
tra d itio n  and m illio ns  o f w orkers 
who were supporters o f e ithe r 
the S oc ia lis t o r C om m unist Par-- 
ty . The Pact m ust have had the 
e ffec t o f a te r r if ic  body blow  to 
these w orkers, m any o f them  in 
a rm y  un ifo rm s today. How  could 
they help bu t fee l th a t S ta lin  had 
discovered some hidden v irtues  
in  th e ir  arch enemy, H it le r ,  th a t 
perhaps there  were some progres­
sive fea tu res about H it le r ’s w a r?  
A nd m any o f the German w o rk ­
ers who were n o t th row n  into- 
H it le r ’s arm s m ost assuredly fe l l  
in to  a mood o f d ispa ir where they 
fe lt ,  “ W hat is the use o f oppos­
in g  H it le r  when he has even the 
Soviet U n ion  lined  u p ? ”

D E C IS IV E  C R IT E R IO N
The S ta lin -H itle r  Pact was 

on ly  a lin k  in the whole cha in ' 
o f S ta lin is t po licy  w h ich is based 
on u tte r  contem pt fo r  the inde­
pendent ro le  o f the  working- 
class. T h is  contem pt by the S ta­
lin is t  bureaucracy fo r  the w o rk ­
in g  class has its  coun te rpa rt in  
th e ir  s e rv ility  before the c a p ita l­
is t ru le rs . N o t so long  ago L a ­
va l, representing the F rench ru l­
ers a t the tim e, was ha iled as 
the best fr ie n d  o f the Soviet 
U n ion, then i t  was H it le r ,  now 
i t  is Roosevelt and C hurch ill.

I t  goes w ith o u t saying th a t the 
Soviet U n ion  because o f ca p ita l­
is t encirclem ent is compelled to 
enter in to  pacts w ith  one o r an­
o ther group o f im p e ria lis ts . W ha t 
is c r im in a l on the p a r t  o f the 
S ta lins and Fosters is no t the 
mere m aking  o i pacts, b u t th e ir  
subord ination o f the  re vo lu tion ­
a ry  w o rke rs ’ m ovem ent in  the in ­
terests o f the  im p e ria lis ts  who 
are te m p o ra rily  in  an alliance 
w ith  the USSR.

There is another c r ite rio n . The 
value o f pacts m ust be judged 
in the f in a l analysis by th e ir  re ­
sults. D id the Pact streng then 
the re la tive  position  o f the So­
v ie t U n ion? The te rr ib le  posi­
tion  o f the Soviet U n ion  in  the 
w a r today speaks fo r  its e lf.  O nly 
a hardened S ta lin is t scribb le r can 
m a in ta in  the con tra ry .

IN D U S T R IA L  O U T P U T
F oste r makes three po in ts  in 

his answer: “ F irs t,  in  the period 
th a t the pact lasted the USSR 
increased in d u s tr ia l ou tpu t by a 
fu l l  25 per cent. . .”  W e do no t 
know where F oste r go t his f ig ­
ures. The o ffic ia l Sovie t figures, 
a t least those w h ich  have been 
published, show on the con tra ry  
a decline in  production. (See 
“ H ow  S ta lin  Cleared Road fo r  
H it le r ”  by John G. W rig h t, 
F ou rth  In te rn a tion a l, November, 
1941).

B u t le t  us fo r  the sake o f a r ­
gum ent take F os te r’s figu res fo r  
a moment. W h a t significance has 
th is  alleged increase in  the  face 
o f  the undeniable increase in  
German p ro d u c tiv ity ?  In  th is  
same period H it le r  conquered the 
te rr ito r ie s  and workshops o f a ll 
o f Europe. A nd  w h a t is the  sig-
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The C iv il R igh ts  Defense Committee, the organiza­
tion  m ob iliz ing  public support fo r the 18 members 
o f the CIO and the Socia list W orkers P arty  recently 
convicted under the S m ith  Gag Law in  the M innea­

po lis "sed ition ”  tr ia l,  th is  week published the fo llow ­
ing  lis t  o f unions w h ich  have made financia l c o n tri­
butions in  support of the defense. Numerous other 

unions, w h ich  have passed resolutions condem ning the 
prosecution, are not lis ted here. I t  is expected tha t 

the lis t of union con tribu to rs  w i l l  be g rea tly  swelled 

du rin g  com ing months, w h ile  preparations fo r  an ap­
peal to h igher courts are under way.

The C iv il R ights Defense Committee stated tha t 
th is  lis t  is incomplete, and th a t as names of the other 
un ion con tribu to rs  are sent in by local branches of 
the C.R.D.C., they w il l  be made public.

CO UNC ILS A N D  J O IN T  BO AR D S
B ridgeport In d u s tr ia l U n ion Council, B ridgeport, 

Conn.
San Francisco In d u s tr ia l Un ion Council, San F ran ­

cisco, Cal.
CIO Council, No. 2 Bucks Co.. Quakertown, Pa. 
Jo in t Board of Dress and W aistm akers’ Un ion of 

Greater New York, Locals 10, 22, 60, 89, II.G W U, 
A F L .

Steel W o rk e rs  O rg an iz in g  C om m ittee , 
C IO

W ick w ire  Spencer Local 1060, B uffa lo , N. Y.
Local 1330, Youngstown, Ohio.
Local 1339, Jersey C ity, N. J.
Local 1725, Newark, N. J.
Republic Lodge 1743, Buffa lo , N. Y.
Fedders Local 1753. Buffa lo, N. Y.
H arrison  M achinery Lodge 1833, Newark, N. J. 
Local 2014, Newark, X . J.
B uffa lo  M achinery Lodge 2017, B uffa lo , N. J.

U n ite d  A u to  W o rk e rs  o f  A m e rica , C IO
D is tr ic t Council No. 11, Lockport, N. Y.
Dodge Local 3, D e tro it, M ich.
F isher Body Local 45, Cleveland, Ohio.
P lym outh Local 51, D e tro it, M ich.
Local 88, Cleveland, Ohio.
Local 102, Eau Claire. W ise.
Local 198, Cleveland, Ohio.
Local 203, D e tro it, M ich.
Local 260, Newark, N. J.
Local 262, D e tro it, M ich.
Local 407, M ilwaukee, Wise.
Local 410, D e tro it, M ich.
Ford Local 425, B uffa lo, N. Y.
Local 486, Cleveland. Ohio.
Local 490, H igh land Park, M ich.
Local 511, Newark, N. J.
Local 560, R ichmond, Calif.
Local 662, Anderson, Ind.
S parks-W ith ington Local 666, Jackson, M ich.
Local 672, T renton, N. J.
Local 751, Roxbury, Mass.
Local 764, E lk h a rt, Ind.
Local 805, Chicago, HI.
Local 818, D e tro it, M ich.
Local 836, Saginaw, M ich.

In te rn a tio n a l Longshorem en &  W are* 
housem en U n io n , C IO

Local 1-10, San Francisco, C alif.
L o c a l-1-13, San Pedro, C a lif.
Local 1-29, San Diego, C a lif. (D ire c tly  to Local 544)

In d u s tr ia l U n io n  o f  M a rin e  and S h ip ­
b u ild in g  W o rke rs , C IO

Local 13, Staten Island, N. Y.
Local 15, Hoboken, N. J.
Local 44, Bayonne, N. J.

U n ite d  C o n s tru c tio n  W o rk e rs  O rg an iz in g  
C om m ittee , C IO

Local 135, Chicago, 111.
Local 177, Chicago, 111.
Local 245, Melrose P ark , 111.

M a rin e  F ire m e n , O ile rs , W a te rtenders  
and W ipe rs

San Pedro, Calif., Local 
New Y ork, N. Y., Local

U n ite d  E le c tr ic a l, R ad io  and M ach ine  
W o rke rs , C IO

G. E, .Local 203, B ridgeport, Conn.
Local 402, Newark, N. J.
Westinghouse Local 426, Newark, N J.

U n ite d  R u b b e r W o rk e rs  o f  A m e rica , C IO
Local 120, Chicago, 111.
Local 187, Newark, N. J,

O T H E R  U N IO N S
BR E W E R S  U N IO N , Local 2, N ew ark, N . J. 

B R E W E R Y  W O R KERS, Local 148, N e w ark , N . J. 
A LU M IN U M  W ORKERS OF A M ERICA, CIO, Local 

4, Chicago, 111.

FUR W ORKERS UNION, CIO, Local 30, Boston,
Mass.

JO URNEYM AN TA ILO R S , CIO, Local 195, Newark, 
N. J.

KNITGO O D W ORKERS UNIO N, ILG W U , A F L , Lo­
cal 155, Now Y ork, N. Y.

M IN E , M IL L  A N D  SM E LTE R  W ORKERS UNIO N, 
CIO, Local 462, Newark, N. J.

PACKING HO USE W ORKERS O RG ANIZING  COM­
M IT T E E , CIO, Agar Local, Chicago, 111.

STATE, COUNTY A N D  M U N IC IP A L  W ORKERS 
OF A M E R IC A , CIO, N ew ark, N . J.

U N IT E D  H O S P ITA L W ORKERS, CIO, Local Indus­
t r ia l Union 787, Chicago, I II .

U N IT E D  R E T A IL  &  W H O L E S A L E  E M P LO Y E E S  
CIO, Local 108, N e w ark  N . J:

M ECHANICS E D U C A T IO N A L S O C I E T Y  O F  
AM ER IC A, D e tro it, M ich.

A M E R IC A N  F E D E R A T IO N  OF H O S IE R Y  
W O R KER S, CIO, B ranch No. 49, N ew ark , N . j .


