
BEGINNING NEXT WEEK -  

and for the duration of the trial 

THE M IL ITA N T will be published in a

Special 8 Page Edition
THE MILITANT

O ffic ia l W e e k ly  Organ of the Socialist W orkers  Party

VOL. V— No. 47 NEW  YORK, N. Y „ SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1941 FIVE  (5) CENTS

STRIKE SHOWS FDR’S ANTI LABOR ROLE
Judge Denies Motions Of Defense
Says SWP Not Entitled 
To Constitutional Rights
Charges Against 5 of 28 Defenda nts In "Sedition" Trial Are 
Dismissed As Defense Opens Case With Cannon As First Witness

M IN N E A P O L IS , Nov. 18  (B y  W ire ) —  Judge 
M . M . Joyce today overruled the defense m otion fo r  
a directed verdict o f acquittal fo r  the defendants in  
the governm ent’£ ‘seditious conspiracy’ tr ia l against 
the Socialist W orkers Party and Local 5 4 4 -C I0 .

Even more ominous than the ruling was the language the 
judge used, for it indicated how he w ill instruct the ju ry  when 
the case is completed and the ju ry  is sent to decide whether or 
not the defendants are guilty. It indicated loo in what frame 
of mind he w ill set the sentences i f  the ju ry  brings in a verdict 
o f g u ilt .  U nder the  sta tu tes on
w hich the case is being tried , the 
defendants can be sentenced to 
prison  te rm s o f 16 years and 
fined $10,000 each.

The judge ’s a rgum ent fo r  his

ru lin g  closely fo llow ed the line 
o f the prosecution, w h ich  denies 
the r ig h t  o f con s titu tion a l g u a r­
antees to socia lists and those who 
w an t to  change the governm ent.

Remnants Of 
Neutrality Bill 
Are Discarded

An Editorial
The Neutrality Act, that legal fiction used as a cover of 

peaceful intent for the Roosevelt administration’s war prepara­
tions, have finally been scuttled.

By a m ajority of 18 votes, the Mouse of Representatives 
on November 13 bowed to the Administration’s dictates and 
repealed the last two remaining important sections of the Act, 
the prohibition of the arming of American merchant vessels and 
the barring of American ships from war zones and belligerent 
ports.

To  all intents and purposes, the Adm inistration  
had long since “ amended”  the Act in  practice. I t  is 
no secret that Am erican m erchant ships —  under 
Panam anian registry, o f course —  have been sailing 
the high seas arm ed by secret order o f the Navy D e­
partm ent. Presidential decrees, progressively ex­
tending the bounds fo r  Am erican shipping, have 
rendered meaningless the defin ition o f combat zones 
and belligerent ports as clearly expressed in  the 
N eutra lity  Act.

A “ semi-declared”  naval war —  in itiated by 
Roosevelt’s “ shoot on sight”  order —  has been in  
progress fo r months. Its intensity is not lessened by 
the omission o f a fo rm al Congressional declaration 
o f war, as required by the Constitution o f the United  
States.

The burying of the last remaining important clauses of 
the Neutrality Act simply follows the pattern employed by the 
Administration in its elimination of the two other most im ­
portant provisions of the Act, which banned shipments of arms 
to belligerents and prohibited loans to warring nations.

Even as Roosevelt form ally invoked the Neutrality Act at 
the start of the war in September 1939, the United States M ari­
time Commission was advising American shipping companies 
on methods of evasion o f the clear intent of the Act, and itself 
set the example by sailing its ships under Panamanian registry. 
Adoption of the “ cash-and-carry”  provisions and, subsequent­
ly, of the Lend-Lease bill, formally scotched the legal restric­
tions on arms shipments and loans to belligerents.

From first to last, the Neutrality Act has failed to keep the 
government from involving this nation in the war. Roosevelt 
has not hesitated to violate the letter and spirit o f the Act in 
accord with each stage of his war preparations.

Those who are sincerely determ ined to oppose 
the war must now understand such opposition can­
not rest on the th in  reed o f capitalist laws. Legal 
fictions, which the capitalist government does not 
hesitate to violate, cannot stop war. The  class strug­
gle o f the workers against the causes o f this war —  
the im perialist drive fo r  m arkets, colonies, resources 
and spheres o f influence —  alone can bring lasting 
peace to the w orld. The  fight against the war is in ­
separable fro m  the fight against capitalism, the 
breeder o f im perialist wars.

He said:
“ I  am unable to  conclude th a t 

any group o f defendants under 
e ith e r count o f the ind ic tm ent 
possesses the con s titu tion a l r ig h t  
to c ircu la te  and w r ite  m a te ria l 
th a t is seditious and revo lu tion ­
a ry  in  character —  th a t preaches 
force and violence as a means of 
ove rth row ing  the G overnm ent o f 
the U n ited  States and in its  stead 
aopes to  set up an e n tire ly  new 
social order based on the p r in c i­
ples o f socialism , o r to  advocate 
the same by speech —  I  am un­
able to conclude th a t, when con­
fron ted  w ith  the consequences o f 
such conduct, the defendants may 
successfully rush  to  the pro tec­
tion  o f the C o nstitu tion  they 
would no t amend b u t would ab­
so lu te ly  destroy.”

The h o s t ility  tow a rd  the de­
fendants indicated by the judge ’s 
language appears a ll the more 
a la rm in g  because o f the w ide 
powers o f fede ra l judges in  in ­
s tru c tin g  ju rie s .

A M A L G A M  B E T W E E N  
SW P A N D  N A Z IS

The judge did  no t hesita te  in  
his decision on the argum ents, 
advanced by the  defense under 
the “ c lear and present danger”  
doctrine  o f Holmes and Brandeis, 
to make an am algam  between the 
Socia lis t W orkers  P a rty , a w o rk ­
ers p o lit ic a l o rgan iza tion  a im ing  
a t the establishm ent o f a W o rk ­
ers and F arm ers Government, 
and the Nazis, whose m ain fu n c ­
tion  is to  suppress the w orkers 
in  the in te rests o f the cap ita lis ts .

He said; “ I t  m ay seem unrea­
sonable to fea r, when the size 
and power o f the U n ited  States 
is considered, th a t th is  com par­
a tive ly  sm all g roup o f ind iv idua ls 
(the  SW P) could accomplish suc­
cessfu lly  the objectives charged. 
B u t i t  is w e ll to rem em ber on th is  
p o in t th a t H it le r  once ran around 
in  a greasy old overcoat and was 
be littled  fo r  his e ffo r ts .”

Joyce also denied a defense m o­
tion  to requ ire  the prosecution to 
decide under w h ich  o f tw o  s ta ­
tutes the prosecution should be 
conducted —  the 1861 an ti-s lave­
holder law , Section 6 o f T it le  18 
o f the U n ited  States Code, o r the 
1940 S m ith  A c t. The ind ic tm ent 
was based on both acts.

Today’s ru lin g s , plus previous 
decisions by the  judge, indicate 
the ju r y  w i l l  in  e ffe c t be in s tru c ­
ted to  find  the defendants g u ilty .

Defense counsel concluded a r­
gum ent fo r  a directed ve rd ic t o f 

(Continued on page 3)

Here is another example o f how Roosevelt “ defends”  democracy. A rm y  m il ita ry  police arc 
shown on s trikeb rea k ing  du ty  ajgainst the A F L  bu ild ing  trades w orkers on s tr ik e  fo r h igh e r wages 
a t naval construction  pro jects in  San Diego, C a li fo rn ia , las t week.

CIO Convention Backs 
'Captive' Mine Strike
Leaders Forced to Oppose Roosevelt 
In Spite of Supporting His War Program

B y JO E A N D R E W S
DETROIT, Nov. 17. —  The Fourth Convention of the 

CIO opened its sessions today with all the basic problems and 
differences underscored by the climactic strike in the captive 
mines, to which the convention has voted unanimous support.

In fact, the fundamental issues o f this CIO convention and
the whole fu tu re  course of labor
are being fought ou t not on ly in  
the convention sessions in  De­
tro it ,  but on the p icket lines and 
in  the councils of the U n ited Mine 
W orkers union.

Should the m ine workers be 
defeated in  th e ir  s trike , or should 
th e ir  leaders cap itu la te  to the 
pressure of Roosevelt and the 
Steel T rust, a ll labor w i l l  suffer 
a te rr ib le  blow.

B u t should the m iners succeed 
in  a tta in in g  th e ir  objective in  th is  
s tr ik e  and force tho steel tru s t 
and Roosevelt to re trea t, thereby 
preserving th e ir  union, labor w i l l  
have rescued its e lf from  a m ajor 
catastrophe, presaged by the Me­
d ia tio n  Board’s attem pts, at 
Roosevelt’s command, to  deprive 
the unions of the r ig h ts  essential 
to th e ir  organ izationa l existence.

Since Roosevelt and h is W a ll 
S treet partners have declared war 
on the U n ited M ine W orkers of 
Am erica, a im ing  s tra ig h t at the 
heart o f the CIO, the convention 
has necessarily been forced to ex­

press fu l l  support to John I,. 
Lew is and the UMW  in  the cap­
tive  m ine s itua tion . The de liber­
ations o f the Convention w il l  in ­
ev itab ly  re fle c t the exigencies of

the m iners ’ cris is.
A  huge m a jo rity  o f the dele­

gates are unqualified supporters 
of Roosevelt’s w ar program ; but 
they were forced to pro test unan­
im ously against the governmental 
a ttack on the demands of the 
m iners and pass a reso lu tion sup­
po rting  the m ine s tr ik e  and the 
demand fo r a un ion shop contract 
w ith  the steel corporations. 
C O N T R A D IC T IO N S  R E A C H  
A C U T E  S TA G E  

The chron ic con trad ic tion  which 
(Continued on page 2)

M iners' Fight 
Is The Fight 
O f A ll Labor
Roosevelt's Attempts to Intimidate CIO 
Into Deserting UMW  Proves Unsuccessful

N O V E M B E R  1 9 . .—  T h e  Roosevelt adm inistra­
tion faces its gravest domestic political crisis as the 
5 3 ,0 0 0  workers o f the steel corporations’ ‘captive’ 
coal mines hold th e ir picket lines fast in  an over­
whelm ing response to the strike call issued by the  
United Mine Workers, CIO.

Roosevelt has run into a solid wall of united CIO resist­
ance in his attempt to use the ‘‘captive” mine controversy as 
a wedee for the ooen shoD .throuehout all industry and to en­
force his “ no-strike” 
resenting 5,000,000 
workers entrenched in  the basic 
industries, has voted unanimous 
support fo r  the s tr ik in g  m iners.

Roosevelt threatened th a t he 
would use armed force and a n ti­
s tr ik e  leg is la tion  to smash the 
“ captive”  m ine s trike . B u t these 
threa ts fa iled  to in tim id a te  the 
CIO in to  deserting the m iners. 
Roosevelt today faces the opposi­
t io n  no t of the m iners alone, 
bu t of the most m il ita n t  and 
pow erfu l labor organ ization in 
Am erican h is to ry .

A  D E E P -G O IN G  C O N F L IC T
The deep-going anti-labor char­

acter o f Roosevelt’s a ttack  on the 
m iners is emphasized by the fact 
th a t the b u lk  of the CIO leader­
ship w h ich  rejected his stand is 
in  expressed agreement w ith  
Roosevelt’s w ar policies. Despite 
th e ir  p o lit ic a l support of the ad­
m in is tra tio n , the CIO leaders, 
headed by CIO President P h ilip  
M urray , have in  th is  instance 
been forced in to  open con flic t 
w ith  Roosevelt. The pa tently  a n t i­
labor character of h is moves, in ­
sp ir in g  overw helm ing resentment 
in  the CIO ranks, lias forced the 
CIO leadership in to  opposing 
Roosevelt.

A  stunn ing  blow was dealt to 
the N a tiona l Defense M ediation 
Board, key agency designed by 
Roosevelt to bind the un ion move-

policy. The CIO national convention, rep-
organized'* '

m ent in  a well of fu t ile  media­
t io n  and a rb itra tio n , when the 
CIO representatives resigned and 
denounced its  decision in  favor 
of the open shop. The CIO News, 
November 17, stated th a t the 
N D M B “ appeared ‘a ll washed 
up’.”

The CIO  res ignations served to  
expose the pretense of the gov­
ernm ent’s “ im p a rt ia lity ”  a n d  
helped d isc red it Roosevelt’s labor 
policies in  the eyes o f m illio ns  o f 
organized w orkers. He now faces 
the task o f t r y in g  to  re h a b ili­
tate the shattered prestige and 
a u th o rity  of h is elaborately con­
tr ive d  agencies fo r  cu rb ing  labor.

San Francisco CIO Industrial Union 
Council Pledges Support To Defendants
Calls On Unions to 
Aid In the Defense

The fu ll support being 
given to the 2 8  w orking  
m en and women now on 
tr ia l in  M inneapolis was 
shown last wreek when the  
San Francisco Industrial 
Union Council, C IO , pass­
ed a vigorous resolution  
o f endorsement and voted 
a donation to the defense.

The fu ll text of the resolution

Churchill Rejects Stalin 
Plea For ‘Western' Front

B y GEORGE B R E IT M A N
The Soviet soldiers, workers and peasants who have borne 

the fu ll brunt of the German fascist attack during the past foe 
months w ill have to continue to bear it alone in the next period. 
This was made clear last week by authoritative representatives 
of the British and American ruling classes.

Stalin’s speech of November 6, directed partia lly toward
the B r it is h  and A m erican govern­
m ents and appealing to  them  fo r  
the creation o f a “ western f ro n t ” , 
has been answered. He has been 
to ld  th a t he’s n o t go ing  to  ge t 
a “ western f r o n t ”  fo r  a long, 
long tim e .

In  answer to  S ta lin ’s plea, 
P rim e M in is te r C h u rch ill spoke 
before the House o f Commons on

Nov. 12 and declared th a t:
“ I f  we are able to  ge t th rough  

th is  year we sha ll c e rta in ly  f in d  
ourselves in  a good supp ly o f 
ships in  1942, and i f  the  w a r 
aga inst U -boats and enemy a ir ­
c ra f t  continues to  prosper as i t  
has done-—about w h ich  o f course 
there can be no guarantee —  i t

seems to me th a t the freedom - 
lo v ing  powers w i l l  be possessed 
o f  la rge quan tities  o f ships in 
1943 w hich w i l l  enable overseas 
operations to  take place u tte r ly  
beyond B r it is h  resources a t the 
present tim e .”

T h a t is to  say, i f  a ll goes we ll, 
and i f  i t  su its  h is  purposes, 
C hurch ill prom ises th a t “ in  1943”  
the “ freedom -lov ing  powers” , 
B r ita in  and her a llies, m ay pe r­
haps be able to  open a “ second 
f ro n t ” .

C h u rch ill was no t speaking fo r  
(Continued on page 2)

adopted by the Council reads 
as follows:

“ W hereas: M inneapolis Local 
544-CIO, M o to r T ra n sp o rt W o rk ­
ers U n ion, w h ich is the spear­
head o f the m o to r tra n s p o rt w o rk ­
ers m ovem ent o f the N o rthw est, 
trans fe rre d  its  a ff il ia t io n  by a l­
m ost unanim ous vote fro m  the 
A F L  Team sters In te rn a tio n a l 
in to  the CIO to  free  its e lf  fro m  
the d ic ta to r ia l, racketeer, c ra ft-  
un ion setup o f D anie l J . Tobin, 
and

T O B IN  A ID E D  BY 
JU S T IC E  D E P A R T M E N T

“ W hereas: Danie l J. Tob in  in  
his cam paign o f te r ro r  aga inst 
the M inneapolis m o to r tra n s p o rt 
w orkers has been aided by the 
D epartm ent o f Justice, w h ich has 
secured the in d ic tm en t on ‘sedi­
tious conspiracy’ charges o f 28 
ind iv idua ls  inc lud ing  the  en tire  
leadership o f Local 544-CIO as 
w e ll as members o f the Socia list 
W orkers P a rty , and

“ W hereas: We are f irm ly  con­
vinced th a t the m aintenance o f 
the free  trade un ion movement 
as w e ll as o f f u l l  c iv il libe rties  
is o f the u tm os t im portance to  
us in  ou r e ffo r ts  to  g e t an edu­
cation now as w e ll as to  our fu ­
tu re  prospects fo r  a f r u i t f u l  and 
free  life , and

“ W hereas: The CIO, La bo r’s 
N on-P artisan League, the U n ited  
A u to  W orkers, the  Am erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  U nion, Local 1-10 In te r ­
na tiona l Longshorem en’s a n d

W arehousemen’s U n ion, and o ther 
labor and lib e ra l organ izations 
have condemned the governm ent 
prosecution as a serious th re a t 
to  c iv il liberties- and la bo r’s 
r ig h ts , and

“ W hereas: Ig n o rin g  these p ro ­
tests, the D epartm ent o f Justice 
has p u t these men on t r ia l  in  
M inneapolis since October 20,

C O N D E M N  U S E  OF 
G O V E R N M E N T  A G E N C IE S

“ T here fore  be i t  reso lved: O ur 
organ iza tion  pro tests aga inst th is  
a tte m p t to deprive the M innea­
po lis m oto r tra n s p o rt w o rkers  o f 
th e ir  dem ocratic r ig h t  to  jo in  the 
union o f th e ir  choice, and we con­
demn the use o f governm ent 
agencies to  oppress and harass 
any labo r o r p o lit ic a l o rgan iza­
tions in  the p u rs u it o f th e ir  le g i­
tim a te  activ ities , and

“ Be i t  fu r th e r  resolved: T h a t 
we ca ll upon the D epartm ent o f 
Justice to  dism iss the ind ic tm ents 
aga inst ’the 28 defendants in  the 
M innesota case, and

“ Be i t  fu r th e r  reso lved: T h a t we 
request a ll a ff ilia te d  locals to  g ive 
fu l l  m ora l and financ ia l support 
to these 28 defendants, and

“ Be i t  fu r th e r  resolved: T h a t 
copies o f th is  reso lu tion  be given 
the w idest p u b lic ity  in  the labo r 
press and th a t the y  be sent to 
the N a tion a l O ffice o f the  CIO, 
Loca l 544-CIO and A tto rn e y - 
General B idd le .”

EXPOSES S H A M  OF 
W A R  FO R “ D E M O C R A C Y ”

I f  Roosevelt uses the troops 
against the m ine s tr ike rs  or in i ­
tia tes anti-labor leg is la tion  to in ­
tim ida te  the CIO, he w i l l  on ly  
in te n s ify  the h o s tility  of the' 
workers to h is  policies and 
fu r th e r  expose the sham of h is 
"w a r fo r  democracy.”

Had the CIO fa iled  to give deci­
sive endorsement to the m iners ' 
s trike , Roosevelt would no t have 
hesitated to crush i t  a t once w ith  
armed force. B u t th is  is not lik e  
the N o rth  Am erican A v ia tio n  
s tr ike , where Roosevelt carried 
out his s trikeb rea k ing  w ith  im ­
pun ity , behind the argum ent p ro­
vided h im  by some CIO leaders 
th a t the s tr ik e  was unauthorized 
and the “ w ild-ca t”  action of a 
‘'few  irresponsib les.”

A ny  a ttem pt Roosevelt may 
make to break the m ine s tr ik e  
w i l l  be understood by the w o rk­
ers fo r  w ha t i t  is : a deliberate 
step toward im posing the open 
shop ru le  th roughou t industry , 
estab lish ing com pulsory a rb itra ­
t io n  and destroying the r ig h t  to 
s trike , and smashing the inde­
pendence o f the whole labor move­
ment.

I t  is  precisely the argum ent 
s tra ig h t from  the m ouths o f the 
steel barons th a t Roosevelt uses 
in  denying the “ captive”  m ine 
w orkers ’ r ig h t  to the un ion shop. 
In  h is  statem ent of las t F riday, 
he dem agogically declared tha t 
he would no t "o rde r the so-called 
closed shop”  because th is  would 
be “ H it le r ’s methods.”

T H E  R E A L  IS S U E
The issue is no t the “ ordering  

o f the closed shop.”  I t  is  Roos­
evelt’s ordering  of the open shop. 
T ha t is  the m eaning wh ich m il­
lions of CIO and A F L  w’orkers 
correc tly  read in to  Roosevelt’s no­
s tr ik e  command to the m iners. 
They recognize the N D M B ’s m ine 
decision as the prelude to govern­
ment enforcement o f the open 
shop po licy  throughout in du s try .

T h is  is confirmed by the 
N D M B ’s ru lin g s  on November 14, 
fo llo w in g  the m ine decision, wdien 
the board rejected the demands 
of two A F L  unions fo r the un ion 
shop in  the Inga lls  S h ipbu ild ing  
Corporation, Pascagoula, M issis­
s ipp i, and in  tw o  plants o f the 
In te rn a tio n a l H arvester Com­
pany. These la test N D M B ru lings, 
s tr ik in g  a t the A F L , underline  

(Continued on page 2)
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New Forces Rally To 
Defense Front For 28
Many Trade Unions 
Support Defense

A n o th e r s ig n ifica n t endorse­
m en t was the reso lu tion passed 
by the San Francisco Local 1-10 
o f the In te rn a tio n a l Longshore­
m en’s and W a r e h o u s e m e n ’ s 
U n ion, CIO —  the un ion o f which 
H a rry  Bridges is head. In  th is  
reso lu tion  the union w ent on rec­
o rd  as “ endorsing and suppo rt­
in g  the  defense.”  H a rry  Bridges 
is now being persecuted under the 
same reactionary  S m ith  A c t wh ich 
is be ing used aga inst the 28 de­
fendants in  M inneapolis.

Trade union locals have been 
com ing to the  suppo rt o f the 28 
defendants in  constan tly  increas­
in g  num bers. M ore than 35 locals 
have a lready con iribu ted  funds to  
the defense, and m any others 
have passed reso lu tions o f en­
dorsement.

The C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com­
m ittee , au thorized, representative 
o f the 28 defendants, has rece iv­
ed con tribu tions  fro m  trade 
unions in  the fo llo w in g  14 c ities : 
Boston, B u ffa lo , Chicago, Cleve­
land, E as t Chicago, Eau C laire, 
W ise., E lk h a rt, Ind ., D e tro it, St. 
Paul, W est A ll is ,  W ise., H ig h ­
land P ark , M ich., M elrose P ark , 
111., N ew ark, N . J., New Y o rk  
C ity .

Newark Unions 
Contribute

The N ew ark Branch o f the 
C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee 
announced th is  week con tribu ­
tion s  from  fiv e  more C IO  unions 
to  the defense o f the  28, given 
since the beginn ing o f the month.

Local 260 o f the U n ited  A uto  
W orkers, T ite -F le x  p lan t, voted 
$25.

Local 511 o f the U n ited  A uto  
W orkers, H y a tt  G. M. p lan t in 
H a rrison , con tribu ted $25.

Local 108 o f the  U n ited  R eta il 
and W holesale Employees Union 
sent $15.

Local 49 o f the A m erican Fed­
e ra tion  o f Hosiery W orkers do­
nated $10.

Local 187 o f the U n ited  Rob­
ber W orkers  voted to  g ive $5.

In  addition, Local 595 o f the 
U n ited  A u to  W orkers, which ju s t 
settled a s tr ik e  a t the Linden 
General M o to r p lan ts th is  week, 
passed a m otion p r o t e s t i n g  
aga inst the prosecution.

IW W  Strongly 
Endorses CROC

The General Defense C om m it­
tee o f the IW W  la s t week gave 
s trong  endorsement to  the C iv il 
R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee, which 
has a lready been endorsed by the 
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U n ion 
and the W orkers Defense League.

Condemning the re v iv a l by the 
Justice D epartm ent o f the w itch  
h u n tin g  cam paigns o f the las t 
w a r, the General Defense Com 
m ittee  states:

“ The ind ic tm ents are in  re a lity  
an a ttack  on the r ig h t  o f w o rk ­
in g  men and women to organize. 
I f  the state can in d ic t and convict 
these men and women and estab­
lish  such a precedent, labo r’s 
r ig h ts  w i l l  be seriously  endanger­
ed. . . The General Defense Com­
m ittee  ca lls upon its  m any mem­
bers and sym path izers to  support 
the C iv il R igh ts  Defense C om m it­
tee.”

'Witch Hunt' Sells 
Widely; New 
Pamphlet Out Soon

The f i r s t  p r in t in g  o f 10,000 
copies o f “ W itch  H u n t in  M in ­
nesota” , the pam phlet published 
by the C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com­
m ittee, was so ra p id ly  exhausted 
th a t a second p r in t in g  o f 5,000 
was ru n  o f f  th is  week. A lready 
the re  are less than 1,000 copies 
le f t  from  th is  second p r in tin g .

The pam phlet, which sells fo r  
on ly 5c a copy, has proved to  be 
the  m ost e ffec tive  means o f 
spreading in fo rm a tio n  about the 
M inneapolis case. T h a t i t  is  pos­
sible to  sell the pam phlet on a 
w ide scale has been adm irab ly  
shown by the B u ffa lo  Com m ittee, 
which has already taken more 
tha n  2,000 copies.

A  new le a fle t fo r  mass d is tr ib ­
u tio n  en titled  “ W orkers On T r ia l” , 
has been prepared by the C iv il 
R ights  Defense Com m ittee and 
w il l  be o f f  the press w ith in  a 
week. T h is  le a fle t w i l l  g ive the 
l i fe  s to ry  o f each o f the  28 w o rk ­

ing  men and women now standing 
t r ia l  in  M inneapolis fo r  opin ions 
and utterances dspleasing to  the 
governm ent.

Liberals and Labor 
Leaders Join CRDC

Show ing th e ir  active support 
o f the defense o f the 28, ten w e ll- 
known libe ra ls  and labo r leaders 
la s t week jo ined the N a tiona l 
Com m ittee o f the C iv il R ights  
Defense Com m ittee. The to ta l 
m em bership o f the N a tiona l Com­
m ittee  now numbers 48 men and 
women.

The fo llo w in g  are the ten who 
jo ined the Com m ittee la s t week: 

M a rk  S ta rr, educational d irec­
to r  o f the In te rn a tio n a l Ladies 
G arm ent W orkers U n ion

M a rg a re t M arsha ll, ed ito r o f 
The N a tion

C lem ent Greenberg, ed ito r o f 
P artisan Review 

John Cham berla in, ed ito r o f 
Fortune

F ranz H oe lie ring , au thor 
Louis Raths, p ro fessor a t Ohio 

S tate U n iv e rs ity
Sarah T. Colvin, fo rm e r mem­

ber M innesota S tate Board o f 
Education

Zara D uP on t,' lib e ra l m ember 
o f the D uP ont fa m ily  

Gorham Munson, au tho r 
M a ry  W . H illy e r ,  secretary, 

Keep Am erica  O ut o f W a r Com­
m ittee.

Roger Baldwin 
Denounces Trial

A  la rge  and enthusiastic audi­
ence in  M inneapolis on Nov. 13 
heard Roger N . B a ldw in , N a tio n ­
al D irec to r o f the  Am erican C iv il 
L ibe rties  U n ion , denounce the 
Federal prosecution o f the 28 de­
fendants in  the “ sed ition”  t r ia l .

Ben jam in  L ip p in co tt, Associate 
Professor o f P o litica l Science a t 
the U n iv e rs ity  o f M innesota and 
a m ember o f the  N a tio n a l Com­
m ittee  o f the C iv il R igh ts  De­
fense Com m ittee, was cha irm an 
a t the m eeting.

B a ldw in  declared: “ Everyone 
knows th a t Tobin is Roosevelt’s 
man, He was ambassador fo r  
FD R  between the A F L  and C IO ; 
he is a supporte r o f F D R  th rough  
th ic k  and th in  and he has the 
support o f Roosevelt. T h is  is  a 
labor rase  under the guise o f a 
sedition t r ia l.

“ F o r the  f irs t  tim e  in  our h is ­
to ry  the y  are t ry in g  men and 
women fo r  the ideas in  the 93- 
year-o ld C om m unist M anifesto. 
IT  IS  T H E  V E R Y  S E LF L E S S ­
NESS O F T H E  P E O P LE  IN  
T H IS  M O V E M E N T , T H E IR  U N ­
S E LF IS H N E S S , T H A T  H A S  
L E D  TO T H IS  P R O S E C U TIO N .”

Money Needed Now 
For Trial Costs

The C iv il R igh ts  Defense Com­
m ittee  needs help, fro m  every 
possible source, and needs i t  
NOW . These are c r it ic a l weeks, 
both fo r  the  defendants, who face 
16 years in  prison each, ahd fo r 
the basic r ig h ts  o f labo r and free 
speech.

I t  is estim ated th a t the  t r ia l 
w il l la s t s ix  weeks more. The 
C iv il R ights Defense Com m ittee 
has launched a cam paign to  raise 
$7.500 to  de fra y  the  im m ediate 

^expenses o f the  t r ia l .  The Com­
m ittee  has set up a com m issary 
in  M inneapolis where the 28 de­
fendants and th e ir  fam ilies  eat 
tw ice  da ily . A  special p u b lic ity  
representa tive  o f the Com m ittee 
has been sent to  M inneapo lis and 
has set up a news service which 
dispatches reports  on the  t r ia l  
proceedings to  a broad l is t  o f 
publications, ind iv idua ls  and o r­
ganizations th roughou t the coun­
try .  In  add ition  to  these im m e­
d ia te  expenses the Com m ittee w ill 
have to  pay the  heavy lega l fees 
and cou rt costs.

C ontribu tions to  the  defense 
fund should be sent to  the  C iv il 
R igh ts  Defense Com m ittee, 160 
F if th  Avc., New  Y o rk  C ity .

4The T ru th  About the
Minneapolis T ria l 
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New Haven CRDC 
Sets Fine Example

Branch committees of the 
C iv il Rights Defense Commit­
tee have been organized in more 
than fifty  cities throughout the 
country. These branch com­
mittees are giving the National 
Committee invaluable assist­
ance in raising money for the 
defense and spreading the news 
about the trial.

The New Ha'ven Committee is a 
good example ot (lie  composition 
of these branch committees and 
how they are function ing . A t 
present the active Committee 
includes a lib e ra l m in is te r, a p ro ­
fessor o f physio logy a t Yale, a well- 
known labor lawyer, a Methodist 
m in is te r, a Negro woman leader, 
the organizer o f a local CIO un­
ion, organizers fo r  the SWOC 
and the ILG W U , two delegates to 
the Centra l Labor Council, the 
executive secretary of the Na­
tiona l R elig ious and Labor Fed­
era tion , and a Negro m in is te r.

T h i s  w i d e  ly-representative 
group has been c a rry in g  on a 
vigorous cam paign fo r the de­
fense. They have successfully sol­
ic ited  con tribu tions from  libera ls, 
arranged fo r pub lic  meetings w ith  
prom inent . speakers, approached 
trade un ion locals fo r  funds and 
fo r  endorsements supporting thé

FDR RO LE EXPO SED  IN  STRIKE
(Continued from  page 1)

the c r im in a l betrayal of the two 
A F L  representatives on the 
NDM B who sided w ith  the bosses 
in vo tin g  against the m iners.

W hatever course Roosevelt may 
fo llow  in  th is  p a rtic u la r con flic t, 
w hether he smooths over the im ­
mediate strugg le  w ith  some face- 
saving fo rm u la  or tr ie s  to harm 
m er the CTO in to  line  w ith  legis­
la tive  b lackm ail and o u trig h t 
force, he cannot conceal the 
w iden ing fissure between the a n ti­
labor character o f h is w a r pro­
gram and the pressing needs of 
the Am erican workers. The p o li­
tica l c ris is  engendered by th is  
con flic t of in terests flows in he r­
en tly  from  the w ar program .

As fo r  the CIO, i t ,  can sur-

28 defendants, and d is tribu ted  
large bundles of the pamphlet 
“ W itch  H u n t , in  M innesota”  and 
o ther lite ra tu re .

The organ ization and methods 
of the New Haven Committee set 
a fine example fo r those Branch 
Committees w h ich  have not yet 
started to function  active ly.

Many of the Branch Com m it­
tees have been successful in  o r­
ganiz ing campaigns of door-to-door 
so lic itin g . In  add ition  to getting 
con tribu tions  fo r the defense, 
these door-to-door campaigns have 
resulted in  w ide sales o f the 
pamphlet "W itc h  H u n t in  M in ­
nesota.”

render o r accept some m eaning­
less “ compromise”  in  th is  battle  
on ly  a t the cost of a tremendous 
blow to its  prestige among the 
w orkers everywhere. The fact 
(ha t most of Roosevelt’s closest 
CIO supporters have been forced 
to pu b lic ly  re ject his' stand, is 
clear testim ony o f the th rea t to 
the very existence of un ionism  
im p lic it  in  Roosevelt’s position in 
the m ine s trike .

M A IN  D A N G E R
One o f the dangers to the CIO 

in  th is  s itua tion  rem ains in  the 
a ttitud e  of the m a jo rity  of CIO 
leaders to the w ar. They are at­
tem pting  to m a in ta in  the unten­
able position o f supporting the 
bosses’ w a r and a t the same tim e 
opposing the inevitab le  anti-labor 
consequences of tha t war. They 
w i l l  be forced to make a choice — 
fo r the im p e ria lis t w a r or fo r 
the workers.

T h is  con trad ic tion  contains the 
danger against w h ich  the CIO 
members m ust be on guard. They 
m ust resist to the end any a t­
tem pt to compromise th e ir  union 
rig h ts , conditions and gains, un­
der the pre text of “ na tional de­
fense.”  The issue fo r the A m eri­
can w orkers in  th is  figh t is the 
existence o f independent and de­
m ocratic un ion ism ,-w ithou t which 
they would be lielplfess slaves of 
the monopoly cap ita lis ts.

CIO Convention Backs 
‘Captive' Mine Strike

(Continued from  page 1)
has a fflic ted  the CIO leadership 
and many of its  members —  the 
opposing needs of the war and 
of the workers —  has now reach­
ed the acute stage. The im per­
ia lis t  w a r of the Morgans, G ird lers 
and Graces is a w ar on the one 
hand o f enrichm ent fo r the in ­
du s tria lis ts  and financiers and on 
the other hand of encroachment 
on the r ig h ts  and liv in g  stand­
ards o f the workers. The vast 
m a jo r ity  o f the CIO leadership 
has tr ie d  va in ly  to reconcile th is  
clash in  in terests between W all 
S treet’s w a r and the economic 
struggle o f the w o rk in g  class.

The CIO convention is con­
fronted w ith  the fact th a t Roos­
evelt, as lead ing po litica l spokes­
man fo r A m erica ’s ru lin g  fam ­
ilies, is  c rack ing  down on the en­
t ire  CIO in  h is figh t against the 
m iners. I l is  M ediation Board has 
been so c learly  revealed as an a n ti­
un ion agency th a t a ll CIO rep­
resentatives had to resign from  
it .  Because o f the obviously d is­
c r im in a to ry  character o f the Me­
d ia tion  Board ru lin g  against the 
un ion shop in  the captive mines, 
the leaders o f the CIO have had 
to oppose the governm ent’s a n ti­
labor stand.

LE A D E R S  S E E K  P E A C E  
W IT H  R O O S E V E LT

B u t the CIO leadership is on ly 
aw a itin g  the outcome of the m in ­
ers battle  to once again find th e ir  
way back in to  the camp of Roos­
evelt.

P h ilip  M urray, CIO President, 
in  h is opening address to the con­
vention, said: “ T h is  s tr ik e  is d i­
re c tly  a ttr ibu tab le  to the five or 
s ix  im p o rtan t in d u s tr ia l steel cor­
porations. I  support na tional de­
fense —  bu t be tha t as i t  may, 
in  the M ine W orkers case the 
U n ion ’s demands m ust be sup­
ported on th e ir  m erits . . . The 
decision of the M ediation Board 
is the rankest k in d  of’ govern­
m ental d isc rim in a tio n  . . .

“ The A F L  action ( in  vo ting  
against the un ion shop) is arch 
treason and treachery designed to 
destroy the leg itim a te  objectives 
of labor.”

M u rra y  fa iled  however to po in t 
out th a t in  the camp of the steel 
corporations and A F L  tra ito rs  is 
none other than his po litica l le : ^  
er, F ra n k lin  Delano Roosevelt.

“ Who do we find fig h tin g  the 
un ion shop?”  asked M urray . “ E u­
gene P. Grace —  w ith  $2V2 b i l­
lio n  w o rth  o f governm ent con­
tracts —  Tom G ird le r and U. S. 
Steel.”

/

B ut M urray  did not m ention 
tha t among those who f la t ly  op­
posed the un ion shop in  the cap­
tive  m ines is Roosevelt, who pub­
lic ly  proclaim ed his opposition to 
the m iners demands and threat- 

a ened to back up hi? words w ith  
bayonets and bullets.

A fte r  a ttack ing  the s tr ik e ­
breaking actions o f the W a ll St.

interests, M urra y  qu ick ly  added: 
“ I  wholeheartedly support, the 
President’s fo re ign po licy ,”  Then 
he was forced to add: “ B u t I  w i l l  
f igh t fo r  the re ten tion  of the 
economic libe rties  and economic 
gains of the w orkers.”

A T  CROSS PURPOSES
M u rra y ’s speech disclosed the 

maze of cross-purposes in to  which 
the labor leaders have been drawn 
by th e ir  attempt, to bu ild  the un­
ions and support the w ar at one 
and the same tim e.

M ost o f the delegates came to 
th is  convention prepared to adopt 
a po licy th a t would lead to sur­
rendering  independence o f the 
CIO and converting  i t  in to  an ap'- 
pendage o f the Government. But 
the action of Roosevelt against 
the captive m iners has hampered 
th e ir  plans. The H illm an ites , the 
S ta lin is ts  and a ll the pro-Roos­
evelt elements have been forced, 
in  self defense, to proc la im , sup­
po rt o f Lew is on th is  issue.

The H illm a n ite s  and the S ta l­
in is ts , however, are aw a iting  
th e ir  f irs t oppo rtun ity  to isolate 
and a ttack the Lewis forces and 
anyone who opposes complete sub­
servience to Roosevelt. P h ilip  
M urra y  and the indecisive ele­
ments who fo llow  h im  are more 
than a l i t t le  uncom fortable in 
th e ir  ro le as c r it ic s  o f the Gov­
ernm ent. M urra y  has desperately 
pleaded fo r  the Government to 
set up in d u s try  councils to re­
place the M ed ia tion Board  —  a 
p lan ich ich  provides fo r  a decen­
tra lized rep lica  o f the very agency 
M urra y  was forced to attack.

L E W IS ’ W A R  P O S IT IO N
T ha t the clashing forces w ith in  

the CIO, as reflected in  the Con­
vention, have on ly tem porarily  
un ited on the captive m ine issue 
is shown by the fact tha t basic d if­
ferences have already come out 
in  the closed m eeting of the CIO 
Executive Board. A t th is  sessiofl 
A . D. Lew is introduced a scath­
in g  reso lu tion a ttack ing  Sidney 
H illm a n  as pro -A FL and as a 
t ra ito r  to the CIO, c it in g  H i l l ­
m an’s action in  supporting  the 
A F L  in  the C u rrie r controversy. 
T h is  reso lu tion was referred to 
the Resolutions Committee of the 
Convention. K a therine  Lewis' 
proposed an amendment to a res­
o lu tio n  on fo re ign po licy in  a 
m eeting o f the Resolutions Com­
m ittee, s ta tin g  tha t she supported 
aid  to B r ita in , Russia and China 
bu t opposed convoys. T h is  reso­
lu tion , w h ich no doubt represents 
the stand o f John L. Lewis, w i l l  
be brought out on the convention 
flo o r in  the fo rm  of a m in o r ity  
report. A lthough  th is  stand on 
the w ar reveals tha t Lew is is 
m oving ra p id ly  towards support 
o f the program , i t  w i l l  be a t­
tacked by the H illm a n ite s  and 
the S ta lin is ts , who w i l l  brook no 
po licy bu t th a t w h ich demands 
a shooting war.

Jacob Potofsky, H illm a n ’s lieu-

tenant, has indicated the in te n ­
tion  of h is group to blast Lew is 
on bis w ar stand, and H illm a n  
fo llow ers generally, c h e w i n g  
th e ir  ind igna tion  in  the corridors 
a t hav ing  m om entarily  to sup­
po rt Lewis, have expressed deter­
m ina tion  to “ get”  h im  one way 
o r another.
LO U D E S T  W AR M O N G ER S

The S ta lin is ts  have already 
distinguished themselves as the 
most vociferous Roosevelt sup­
porters and w ar mongers. M ichael 
Q uill, T ransport W orkers Union 
president, attem pted to amend the 
reso lu tion supporting  the m iners 
to in s tru c t a ll CIO vice-presidents 
to h u rry  to W ashington to “ place 
themselves a t Roosevelt’s com­
mand to settle the m ine s tr ike .”  
T h is  was ru led ou t of order by 
M urray. Dozens of telegrams from  
local unions under S ta lin is t dom­
ina tion , ca lling  fo r all-out sup­
po rt to the w ar against H it le r  
and pledging support to M urray, 
have been pouring  in  to the con­
vention.

I t  is now clear tha t there w ill 
be no an ti-w a r force of any con­
sequence in th is  convention. 
Those who are under the illu s ion  
tha t John L. Lew is would provide 
leadership fo r the m ilita n t w o rk ­
ers opposed to pa rtic ip a tion  in  
the im p e ria lis t war, have been

(Continued from  page 1)
the B r it is h  ru lin g  class alone. He 
was also speaking fo r  the A m e r­
ican im peria lis ts . The N ew  Y o rk  
Tim es, a u th o rita tiv e  spokesman 
fo r  Roosevelt and A m erica ’s S ix ­
ty  Fam ilies, made th is  c lear in no 
uncerta in te rm s in  its  leading 
ed ito ria l on Nov. 10:

“ (There is) the  s lim  hope o f 
p reserv ing an eastern fro n t.  
There is no poss ib ility  o f opening 
a new one in  the west. . . There 
is s t i l l  hope th a t by bending every 
e f fo r t  tow ard  sending w a r sup­
plies to  Russia a catastrophe can 
be averted there, b u t i t  is prepos­
terous to  believe th a t  Russia’s 
fa te  lies e n tire ly  in the hands 
o f th is  coun try  and G reat B r ita in . 
I t  would be w e ll fo r  the  A dm in- 
is tra t io n  to  p o in t ou t some o f the 
d iff ic u lt ie s  in the w ay o f he lp ing 
Russia as w e ll as the need fo r  
doing so. . . the effectiveness o f 
w h a t assistance we can g ive  and 
de live r depends upon Russia’s 
a b ili ty  to  he lp  he rse lf in  the im ­
mediate fu tu re .”

The “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  
would no doubt lik e  to  open a 
“ western f ro n t ”  —  no t fo r  the 
purpose o f saving the Soviet 
U n ion, b u t fo r  the purpose o f 
s tr ik in g  H it le r  a b low  w h ile  m ost 
o f h is forces are occupied in  the 
east. B u t fo r  m any i-easons —  
m ilita ry , geographic, technical 
and p o lit ic a l —  they  are sure 
th a t i t  would no t serve th e ir  own 
in te rests to  a tte m p t i t  a t th is  
tim e. W hatever the reason, i t  is 
c lear th a t they are n o t even go-

Churchill Rejects Stalin 
Plea For 'W estern Front'

doomed to disappointm ent. The 
Lew is reso lu tion supporting aid 
to B r ita in , Russia and China 
shows th a t he is already fa llin g  
in to  line  on the w ar issue. 
N E E D  FOR A  PROGRAM  
OF STR U G G LE

The fig h tin g  membership of 
the CIO is heartened by the fact 
tha t the convention has taken a 
progressive stand in  support of 
the c ruc ia l m iners s trike . The 
more advanced sections among 
the CIO w orkers have learned by 
experience th a t the un ion move­
ment m ust figh t now fo r its  very 
life . The r is in g  cost of l iv in g  and 
the repeated attacks on the con­
d itions  of labor made by the em­
ployers, aided by the govern­
m ental agencies, demands a po l­
icy  o f independent s trugg le  on 
the pa rt of the CIO.

The need fo r  such a program 
o f struggle has been brought 
homo to the convention by the 
m ine c ris is ; bu t the re  is s t i l l  the 
danger tha t the leaders of th is  
m ig h ty  a rm y o f un ion men may 
capitulate.

There is no question, however, 
about the mandate o f the CIO 
workers to the convention: a ll 
support to the m iners; figh t to 
the fin ish fo r v ic to ry  against the 
Roosevelt s trikeb reak ing  ma­
chine.
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IN  P H IL A D E L P H IA
The M IL IT A N T  can be bought a t 

the newsstand a t 
13th and A R C H  STREETS

ing  to  a tte m p t to  open a new 
f ro n t  in  the ne x t period. 
S T A L IN  E X P L A IN E D  
A N D  PR O M ISED

In  his Novem ber G speech, S ta­
lin  had expla ined the defeats su f­
fered by the Soviet U n ion p r i­
m a rily  by “ the absence o f a sec- 
md fro n t  in  Europe aga inst the ’ 
German fasc is t a rm ies.”  In  th is  
w ay he is p re p a rin g  to  s h ift  the 
resp on s ib ility  fo r  the defeats 
fro m  his own policies onto the 
shoulders o f his “ dem ocratic”  im ­
p e ria lis t a llies.

He did more than th a t. He also 
prom ised the Soviet masses th a t 
“ undoubtedly th is  (a  second 
fro n t)  w i l l  appear in  the near 
fu tu re .”  In  th is  w a y ’ he tr ie d  to 
reassure the masses th a t his p o li­
cy o f depending on the  “ democra­
t ic ”  im peria lis ts , w h ich  has 
b rough t on ly  defeats up to now, 
would save the USSR “ in  the near 
fu tu re ”  when these “ a llie s ”  would 
come to the rescue o f the USSR.

The answer o f the “ dem ocratic”  
im peria lis ts  did tw o  th ings  a t 
the same tim e :

1. I t  dem onstrated th a t S ta lin ’s 
polic ies have fro m  the beginning 
been based on an illu s ion  —- the 
illus ion  th a t i f  S ta lin  th ro ttle d  
the p rogram  o f revo lu tiona ry  w a r 
against H itle r , i f  he did no th ing  
to  arouse the revo lu tiona ry  s p ir it  
o f the masses o f G erm any and 
Europe, i f  he procla im ed uncon­
d itio n a l support o f the w a r o f the 
“ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts , they 
would come to the rescue o f the 
Soviet U nion.

2. I t  means, fu rth e rm o re  th a t 
a con tinuation  o f the S ta lin is t 
po licy  —  under conditions when 
the USSR m ust face H it le r ’s a r ­
mies alone —  is bound to  end 
in catastrophe fo r  the w orkers 
state.

S ta lin  in  h is speech and the 
local S ta lin is ts  a score o f tim es 
ii i the D a ily  W orke r have v ir tu a l­
ly  adm itted  th a t the Soviet U n ion 
cannot hope to  defeat H it le r  
alone. Does i t  mean now, when 
i t  is c lear to  a l l th a t a “ western 
f ro n t”  is w is h fu l th in k in g  on S ta­
lin ’s p a rt, th a t the Soviet U n ion 
is doomed?

T his  is the perspective as long 
as the w a r o f the USSR is con­
ducted along the lines o f the S ta­
lin is t  po licy !

HO W  TO S A V E  
T H E  USSR

The w ay ou t now fo r  the So­
v ie t U n ion is the d is in teg ra tion  
o f H it le r ’s forces fro m  the rear, 
fro m  w ith in  G erm any and from  
w ith in  the German a rm y  .itself. 
Since S ta lin  adm its  th a t the 
USSR by its e lf  cannot stop the 
advance o f the German troops —  
and since S ta lin  h im se lf no long ­
e r denies the shortage o f tanks 
and a irc ra f t  and he h im se lf ex­
pla ins th a t the Germans “ now 
have a t th e ir  disposal no t on ly 
th e ir  own ta n k  ih d u s try  bu t also 
the industries o f Czechoslovakia, 
B e lg ium , H o lland  and F rance”  —  
it  is  obvious th a t the d is in te g ra ­
tion  o f the H it le r  reg im e fro m  
the re a r is the on ly  w ay out, the 
on ly  w a y  the Soviet U n ion  can 
compensate fo r  the  shortcom ings 
o f its  own w a r machine.

B u t S ta lin ’s p rogram  fo r  ac­
com plish ing th is  has thus fa r ,  
been to re ly  on the arm ies o f the 
“ dem ocratic”  im p e ria lis ts  to a t ­
tack and underm ine H it le r  from  
the rear. Over and above th is  he 
o ffe rs  on ly  his own recent boasts 
th a t eventua lly  in  “ a few  more 
uonths, another h a lf  year, p e r­
haps a year, and H it le r  Germ any 
oust collapse under the  burden 

o f her crim es.”
And m eanwhile ? M eanw hile 

w h a t w i l l  happen to’ the  Soviet 
U n ion w ith  its  adm itted  sho rt­
ages o f tanks and a irc ra ft?  In  
five m onths under S ta lin ’s po licy, 
the w orkers  state has lo s t v ita l 
European te r r ito ry  and more 
than tw o -th ird s  o f its  productive 
capacity. I t  is in  a fa r  weaker 
position than i t  was f iv e  m onths 
ago, and less able to  o f fe r  e ffec­
tive  resistance. W ha t w i l l  hap­
pen w h ile  S ta lin  is a w a itin g  (the 
ve rifica tio n  fo r  his pleas and 
boasts ?

W H A T  T H E  G E R M A N  
W O R KERS F E A R

The ch ie f obstacle to  the over­
th row  o f H it le r  by  the German 
w orkers is th e ir  fe a r o f w h a t w i l l  
happen i f  the “ dem ocra tic”  im ­
pe ria lis ts  w in  the  w a r. They 
know fro m  the pronouncements 
o f the “ dem ocratic”  statesmen 
th a t an even worse fa te  aw aits  
them a fte r  th is  w a r than was im ­
posed by the Versa illes T re a ty

on the German people a f te r  the 
la s t w ar. T h a t is w hy they  are 
a fra id  to move, fo r  they do no t 
ye t see any a llies in  the revo lu ­
tio n a ry  f ig h t  f i r s t  aga inst H it le r  
and then aga inst the “ dem ocratic”  
im peria lis ts . G o e b b e 1 s’ m ain  
weapon in m a in ta in in g  “ d isci­
p line ”  in Germ any is precise ly 
th is th rea t w h ich  he is now able 
to- hold over th e ir  heads. S ta lin ’s 
plea fo r  a “ western f r o n t ”  by the 
im p e ria lis ts  aga inst G erm any has 
played r ig h t  in to  the  hands o f 
H it le r  and Goebbels who use i t  
dem agogically to id e n tify  the w a r 
o f the USSR w ith  the' reaction ­
a ry  w a r being waged by the 
“ dem ocra tic”  im p e ria lis ts .

The German masses can be 
moved in to  action  aga ins t H it le r  
—  on ly  by the po licy  o f revo lu ­
tio n a ry  w a r w h ich  S ta lin  refuses 
to em ploy. O nly by a re vo lu tion ­
a ry  appeal to the German w o rk ­
ers to rise  up aga inst th e ir  ca­
p ita lis t  oppressors and jo in  the 
Soviet masses in the s trugg le  fo r  
the Socia lis t U n ited  States o f 
Europe and the w o rld . O n ly by 
the assurance to  the German 
w orkers th a t the Soviet masses 
w il l  f ig h t  side by side w ith  them  
aga inst a ll the forces o f reaction.

H it le r  w i l l  not fa ll ,  as S ta lin  
prom ises, under the “ w e ig h t o f 
h is crim es” . He w il l  fa l l  on ly  
when the German masses begin 
to move. A nd they w i l l  begin to 
move on ly  when they see a chance 
fo r  success, on ly  when they  fee l 
they have a f ig h t in g  chance, and 
a rea l w ay out.

W H A T  R E V O L U T IO N A R Y  
P O LIC Y  C O U LD  H A V E  D O N E

I f  five m onth sago, th is  po licy 
o f re vo lu tio n a ry  w a r had been 
adopted by the Soviet masses, by 
th is  tim e  —  and n o t “ perhaps”  
in  a yea r —  deep fissures, would 
a lready Jiave appeared in  the Ger­
man home fro n t. The German 
soldiers would by th is  tim e  have 
been in fe rm en t, they would be 
.asking questions, they would be 
th in k in g  about the  fu tu re . The 
fe rm en t in  Germ any would have 
raised to- feve r p itch  in the oc­
cupied countries. Real h e l p  
would have been on its  w ay to 
the em battled Soviet masses, and 
i t  would have been the k ind  th a t 
would sweep the H it le rs  and 
C hurch ills  fro m  the face o f the 
earth .

B u t S ta lin ’s “ sub s titu te ”  fo r  
th is  po w e rfu l weapon has been 
to place dependence on the “ dem­
ocra tic ”  im p e ria lis ts . In  re tu n  
fo r  th is  po licy, the Soviet masset 
have already paid a te rr ib le  price 
they  have suffe red calam itous 
blows. M eanwhile H it le r  has fe lt  
secure in  Germ any and free  to 
th ro w  a ll his forces aga inst the 
w orkers state.

Events themselves— as w e ll as 
C h u rch ill’s s ta tem ent —  have 
shown the bankrup tcy  o f S ta lin ­
ism. B u t i t  is fo l ly  to  believe 
th a t S ta lin ism  w i l l  change its  
course and adopt the re vo lu tion ­
a ry  program . I t  w i l l  continue the 
cry fo r  a “ western f ro n t ”  to  come 
to the rescue o f the USSR. I t  
w i l l  east about fo r  o ther pana­
ceas to  lu l l  the Soviet masses and 
confuse the S ta lin is t ra n k  and 
file .

C. P. M E M B E R S  W A R N E D  
N O T TO S P E C U LA T E

In  his Question and A nsw er 
column in  the Nov. 17 D a ily  
W orker, W ill ia m  Z. F oste r tr ies  
to answer the question which has 
been w o rry in g  and a la rm in g  so 
m any ran k  and f i le  members o f 
the C. P .: “ Can the Soviet Un ion 
lick  H it le r  w ith o u t outside he lp ? ”  
H is answer: “ T h is  is an abstract 
speculative question. . . I t  is  no t 
our task to  speculate as to  w heth­
er o r n o t the Soviet U n ion  can 
heat H it le r  alone. O ur jo b  is to 
wake up the Am erican people to 
a fu lle r  rea liza tion  th a t th is  is 
th e ir  w a r and th a t the Red A rm y  
is defending the U n ited  States as 
w e ll as the USSR, etc.”

The S ta lin is t bureaucrats are 
pan ic-stricken les t the ra n k  and 
file begin to  th in k  about the fu n ­
dam ental problem s involved in  
the defense o f IheSovie t U n ion. 
The ranks are beg inn ing  to  ask 
“ abstract speculative questions”  
no t on ly  in  the U n ited  States, 
bu t also in  the USSR.

“ I t  is  no t our task  to  specu­
la te ”  shrieks Foster. W h a t he 
re a lly  means is th a t any w o rke r 
who begins to  ask questions has 
already taken the f ir s t  step on 
the road o f understand ing th a t 
S ta lin ism  is incapable o f leading 
a successful defense o f the f irs t  
w o rkers  state.
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Day By Day Summary Of The Minnesota Trial
Judge Denies 
Defense Motions

(Continued from  page 1) 
acq u itta l fo r  the 28 defendants a t 
12:30 P. M . today w ith  a b r i l l ia n t  
tw o  hour address by A lb e r t Gold­
man, h im se lf one o f the defend­
ants, ra is in g  m any po in ts o f law .

B u t the m om ent Goldman end­
ed, Judge Joyce began reading a 
prepared sta tem ent ove rru lin g  
Goldman. The statem ent, o f 
course, did no t answer m ost o f 
Goldman’s po in ts  since i t  was 
prepared before Goldman had 
spoken.

F IV E  A C Q U IT T E D ,
A P P E A L  FOR A ID  TO 23

The judge directed a ve rd ic t o f 
acq u itta l fo r  5 o f the defendants 
on the ground th a t there was “ not 
su ffic ie n t evidence o f knowledge 
o f the p a r ty  by such defendants 
o r th a t they  pa rtic ipa ted  in the 
a c tiv itie s  to  ove rth row  the gov­
ernm ent by force and violence,”  
and ru led  aga inst acq u itta l fo r

the 23 o ther defendants.
The five acquitted were Doro­

thy  Schultz, George F ros ig , Rose 
Seiler, W a lte r H agstrom  and 
N ick  W agner. They w ill continue 
to 'a t te n d  the t r ia l  and aid  the 
defense.

“ We rem ain in  complete so li­
d a r ity  w ith  the defendants,”  de­
clared D oro thy Schultz, who is 
St. Paul o rgan izer o f the SWP. 
“ We m ust redouble ou r e ffo r ts  to 
save ou r comrades and friends. 
The res t o f the judge ’s ru lin g  
today means th a t we m ust pre­
pare fo r  the w o rs t.”

The defense opened its  case 
th is  a fternoon, w ith  James P. j 
Cannon, na tiona l secre tary o f the j 
SWP and one o f the lead ing do- j 
fendants, as the f irs t  w itness, j 
The descrip tion o f the th ir ty  
ypqrs he has spent in  the labor 
movement constitu ted a p r im e r o f 
socialism  in th is  country .

Government Asks 
Convictions As 
I t  Ends Its  Case
Prosecution Repudiates the Free Speech 
Doctrine Advocated by Holmes-Brandeis

M INNEAPOLIS, Nov. 17.— 
That the “ sedition”  tria l of the 
Socialist Workers .Party and 
Local 544-C10 is an assault 
upon the right of free speech 
became plainer than ever today, 
when Attorney General Biddle’s 
spokesman in the trial, Special 
Assistant Attorney General 
Henry Schweinhaut, openly re­
pudiated the Holm es-Brandeis 
principle o f free  speech fo r  revo­
lu tio n is ts  —  the  fam ous “ c lear 
and present danger”  doctrine.

Schweinhaut was answering fo r 
the prosecution a defense m otion 
— made when the government 
completed its  case at noon today 
—  asking dism issal of the case 
on the ground th a t the govern­
m ent had fa iled to prove th a t the 
28 defendants had conspired to 
ove rth row  the governm ent by 
force and violence.

In  the course of Defense A t­
to rney M. J. M yers’s argum ent 
fo r  the m otion, he appealed to 
the famous free-speech doctrine 
of the la te Supreme Court justices 
Holmes and Brandeis. T h is  doc­
tr in e , o r ig in a lly  enunciated in 
the concurring  op in ion in  the 
A n ita  W h itney case and the dis­
sen ting  op in ion in  the G itlow  
case, held tha t revo lu tion is ts  have 
a r ig h t  to free speech as long as 
they do not constitu te  an im m inen t 
th re a t to the continued existence 
of the government. Only the im ­
mediate danger of a "present con­
fla g ra tio n ”  could ju s t ify  the sup­
pression of the r ig h ts  of press 
and assembly of a revo lu tiona ry  
pa rty , said Holmes and Brandeis.

L ib e ra l forces, notably the 
A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union, 
have sought to m a in ta in  and ex­
tend th is  “ c lear and present dan­
ger”  doctrine as the very heart 
o f free speech.

T H E  A C L U  P O S IT IO N
In  a le tte r of protest against 

th is  “ sed ition”  tr ia l,  sent by the 
A m erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union to 
A tto rn e y  General B iddle on A u­
gust 2, the ACLU had reminded 
B iddle tha t, even i f  the statutes 
on w h ich  the t r ia l is based are 
no t unconstitu tiona l, the "c lear 
and present danger ru le ”  should 
pro tect the defendants. A tto rney- 
General B idd le ’s Sept. 4 rep ly  to 
the A C LU  im p lic it ly  accepted the 
“ c lear and present danger ru le ”  
and instead argued th a t the gov­
ernm ent would prove the defend­
ants g u ilty  of a serious “ overt 
act,”  tha t o f “ a rm ing  w orkers,”  
w h ich  " is  c learly  suffic ient to re­
move the case from  one invo lv ing  
expression of op in ion.”

B u t B idd le ’s a lib i fo r  th is  pro­
secution has broken down com­
p le te ly  in  the course of th is  tr ia l.  
I t  broke down, indeed, as soon 
as the governm ent began its  case. 
U. S. D is tr ic t A tto rney  V ic to r A n ­
derson, in  the opening statement 
fo r  the prosecution, made no a t­
tem pt to c la im  he would prove 
B idd le ’s contention tha t the Un­
ion  Defense Guard o f Local 544 
constituted “ a rm ing  w orkers.”  
A nd now th a t the governm ent’s 
case is completed, a ll i t  has 
“ proved”  is  the o r ig in a l conten-

tio n  of the defense, tha t the sole 
arm s owned by the Un ion Defense 
Guard consisted of two single-ac­
tion  ta rge t r iñes  and two single- 
actipn ta rge t pistols.

W hat has happened instead in 
th is  t r ia l is  precisely w hat the 
defense and the C iv il L iberties 
U n ion contended would happen— 
i t  is a prosecutipn fo r opin ion.

Instead of ca rry ing  out B idd­
les’ promise " to  remove the case 
from  one in vo lv in g  expression of 
op in ion,”  Prosecutors Anderson 
and Schw einhliaut have called fo r 
im prisonm ent of the defendants 
solely on the ground tha t they 
espouse the doctrines o f the So­
c ia lis t W orkers Party .

Anderson’s opening statement 
made th is  c lear when he declared 
tha t:

“ Usually in  connection w ith  a 
conspiracy count or charge, it  is 

! incum bent upon the prosecuting 
au thorities  to establish some overt 
act, some positive step or act done 
to b rin g  about o r in  furtherance 
o f the conspiracy; but i t  is the 
position of the Government in 
th is  case that, tha t is not 
required, and th a t in  th is  case 
the conspiracy its e lf is made un­
law fu l, and tha t i t  w i l l  not be 
incum bent upon the Government 
to do any more than to show the 
establishm ent o f th is  conspiracy.” '

In  other words, the government 
need prove no th ing  except advo­
cacy of the overth row  of the gov­
ernm ent —  no th ing  more, tha t js, 
than w ritte n  doctripes.

Today Schweinhaut carried his 
colleague Anderson’s line  one step 
fu rth e r, saying:

“ The governm ent’s position is 
th a t even though the defendants 
m ay never have done anyth ing  
about ove rth row ing  the govern­
ment, the defendants can be pun­
ished by the government fo r  advo­
cating  its  overth row .”

A G A IN S T  H O LM E S - 
B R A N D E IS  R U L IN G

Schweinhaut made th is  state­
ment a fte r sharp ly  disassociating 

| the governm ent from  any adher- 
j ence • to the “ clear and present 
danger”  doctrine o f Holmes and 
Brandeis. He adm itted tha t the 
tw o Supreme Court justices had 
asked th e ir  colleagues to free the 
defendant, in  a case s im ila r  to 
th is , on the ground th a t his ad­
vocacy o f the overthrow  of the 
governm ent d id  not constitute a 
"c lear and present danger”  of im ­
m inen t overthrow . But, Schwein- 

¡ haut argued, the  Holmes and 
Brandeis doctrine  had not been 
accepted by the Supreme Court, 
no r d id  he accept i t  as prosecutor.

The lib e ra l jurisprudence of 
Holmes and Brandeis has often 
been thought to have become the 
o ffic ia l doctrine of- the New Deal 
and, th rough Roosevelt’s appo int­
ments, of the Supreme Court.

T h a t is  no t so, Schweinhaut 
made clear today. He and his 
masters, B idd le  and Roosevelt, 
pre fe r the conservative opinions 
o f the Supreme Court m a jo r ity  
w h ich  upheld the convictions in 
"sed ition ”  and “c r im in a l syndica l­
ism” cases d u rin g  the las t war

and ppst-war period.
Defense Counsel M yer argued 

that, the Socia list W orkers Party, 
organized pub lic ly  and acting en­
t ire ly  in  the open, is not a con­
spiracy. He declared tha t the 
prosecution had fa iled to in tro ­
duce any evidence showing a con­
spiracy fo r the v io len t overthrow 
o f the U. S. government.

SCHWEINHAUT’S
A R G U M E N T

Schweinhaut’s appeal to the 
judge not to dismiss the ease con­
sisted of two m ain points:

(1) The Socialist W orkers Par­
ty , through its  lite ra tu re  and 
leaders, made preparations fo r a 
fu tu re  po ss ib ility  when tlie  U. S.

governm ent could be overthrow n; 
consequently the Socialist W ork­
ers P arty  can be prosecuted now.

(2) The pa rty  is bound, pot 
on ly  by its  o ffic ia l program  and 
public ac tiv ities , but equally also 
by p riva te  conversations of in d i­
vidua l members.

T h is  second po in t is centra l to 
the governm ent’s case which, hav­
ing  fa iled  to establish advocacy 
of violence in  the party 's  lite ra ­
ture and public ac tiv ities  is, in! 
re a lity , e n tire ly  based on alleged 
p riva te  conversations o f defend­
ants.

These cpncocted conversations 
are a ll reported by stop|pigepns 
who are on Daniel J. Tob in ’s pay­
ro ll here.

Twelfth Day
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 12

M IN N E A P O LIS  —  V io le t W il­
liam s, w idow of Thomas W illiam s, 
late head of Tobin 's “ Committee 
of 99,”  was on t lie stand when 
the session opened. Under cross- 
questioning she testified t lin t her 
husband was discharged as an or­
ganizer by the executive board o, 
Local 544 on Feb. 21 and tha t 
he contacted F B I agents who 
came to his house the “ la tte r 
pa rt of F ebruary .”  T h is  was 
fu rth e r proof of the charge made 
by the defense, th a t the Tobin 
agents in  M inneapolis were w ork­
in g  w ith  the F B I against tire 
leadership of Local 54-1 long be­
fore the ind ic tm ent on which th is  
t r ia l is held.

The prosecution entered in to  a 
leng thy chain o f evidence to es­
tab lish  tha t V. R. Dunne, James 
Cannon, and F a rre ll Dobbs had 
entered Mexico to see T ro tsky  in 
1938. The defense in te rrup ted  to 
s ig n ify  th a t i t  was ready to s t i­
pulate as to the facts of th is  
v is it  to Mexico.

Glen Sm ith, member of Tobin's 
Committee of 99 and of Tobin 
goon squads, was the nex t w i t ­
ness. He testified tha t he had 
never been a member of the SWP, 
bu t had been asked to jo in  by 
Jake Cooper who allegedly prom ­
ised h im  a job i f  he jo ined and 
also to ld  h im  ' “ we need armed 
revo lu tion .”

S m ith  could remember no th ing 
else apd proved such a poor w it ­
ness th a t Prosecutor Schweinhaut 
stopped short and offered to w ith ­
draw  the witness but Defense A t­
torney Goldman insisted on cross- 
questipning h im . Goldman drew 
from  S m ith  the admission that, 
w h ile  w ith  the Tobin Goon 
Squad, he had beaten up Jake 
Cooper. Sm ith  also adm itted tha t 
he had prev iously  worked fo r a 
special detective.

M IL IT A R Y  P O LIC Y  
STRESSED

The prosecution spent the rest 
o f the m orn ing  and pa rt of the 
afternoon in  reading to the ju ry  
excerpts from  the Socialist Appeal, 
Of 1940, now T H E  M IL IT A N T , 
m ostly  dealing w ith  the p a rty ’s 
slogan of m il ita ry  tra in in g  under 
trade union contro l.

Government witness Eugene 
Lundho im  testified next. He was 
present in  W ashington in  1938

when defendant Carl Skoglund 
asked the la te  Senator Lundecn to 
aid T ro tsky  in  securing an asy­
lum  here. He had seen a red flag 
in the union ha ll in  tJie w in fc i 
of 1936-1938. The on ly conceivable 
po in t in  p u ttin g  Lundholm  on the 
witness stand was th a t he was 
not on T ob in ’s .payroll and there­
fore m ig h t be lis ted la te r by the 
prosecution as one im p a rtia l w it ­
ness.

N ext w itness was W illia m  Hen- 
derscheid, 'tru c k  d rive r, who tes­
tified  he had been a m ember o f 
the SWP fo r one month in  A u­
gust, 1938; had jo ined because 
defendant Kuehn told h im  i t  
would help h im  get a job; did 
not. get the job and dropped out 
o f the pa rty . Under cross- exam 
¡nation he adm itted he had a t­
tended “ one m eeting”  of Tob in ’s 
Committee of 99 and had met an 
F B I agent at. Mrs. W illiam s  home 
ea rlie r th is  year.

A R N O LD  JO H N S O N ’S 
T E S T IM O N Y

Next w itness was A rno ld John­
son, a Local 544 organizer in 
1935-1938, who was tr ied  and ac: 
qu itted fo r m urdering  Local 544 
President B il l  B row n on May 25, 
1938. He testified th a t he bad 
never been a SWP. member a ir  
though asked to jo in , and hail 
contribu ted $5 a week of his sal­
a ry  to the P arty . H is  testim ony 
was so harmless tha t the only 
conceivable explanation fo r pu t­
t in g  h im  on the s{.and was tha t 
the prosecution hoped tha t his 
appearance would revive in  the 
press the story of the B il l B rown 
m urder.

Much o f the rest of the a fte r­
noon was spent by the prosecu­
t io n  reading many excerpts to’ 
the ju ry  from  the Socialist A p­
peal , p a rtic u la r ly  on the Union 
Defense Guard. The prosecution 
also read to the ju ry  an a rtic le  
by A lb e rt Goldman condemning 
the courts as ins trum en ts  of the 
cap ita lis t class.

Next w itness was Emanuel G 
H olste in , Tobin Committee of 9: 
member, who testified th a t he had 
jo ined the p a rty  in  1935 and le ft 
in  Ju ly , 1939, having attended a 
to ta l of five meetings of the party 
from  January, 1938 to Ju ly . 1939. 
H o lste in  iden tified most of the de­
fendants qs pa rty  members.

Thirteenth Day
THURSDAY

Government w itness Holste in 
was on the stand again and he 
testified th a t he had attended a 
SWP banquet at wh ich the “ In ­
te rna tiona le ”  and "S o lid a rity  
Forever”  were sung. He testified 
th a t V. R. Dunne to ld Holstein, 
when the la tte r  registered fo r the 
d ra ft; “ We need 2.000 more like  
you in  the A rm y .”  (T h is  was 
a fte r Ho lste in , by his own tes ti­
mony, had le ft  the p a rty ).

Under cross-examinatipn H o l­
ste in  adm itted h is opposition ¡n 
Local 544 to the leadership, a ll 
of whom are among the defend­
ants in  th is  tr ia l.  He was one of 
a group, led by Tobin agent 
Thomas W illiam s , who charged 
farm ers and out-of-town truckers 
a m in im um  of $3.00 each fo r un­
load ing th e ir  trucks  when the> 
came to p ick  up beer at the M in ­
neapolis Brewery. Defense Coun­
c il Goldman charged tha t th is  was 
a racket w h ich was prohib ited by 
the un ion executive board and 
th a t the con flic t between Tobin 
agents and the union leadership 
broke out a t th a t po in t.

H O L S T E IN ’S A D M IS S IO N
F u rth e r under cross-examina-

NOV. 13
tio n  H o ls te in  adm itted th a t he 
had never heard or seen advocacy 
o f the use o f force and violence 
in  any pamphlets, newspapers, or 
speeches made by any pa rty  mem­
ber, an admission w h ich th rew  
in to  sharp re lie f the fact tha t 
a ll h is previous testim ony as to 
advocacy of violence consisted of 
alleged p riva te  conversations of 
defendants.

In  a ttem pting  to take the edge 
o ff th is  adm ission by Holstein , 
the prosecution questioned him  
again and H olste in  solem nly re­
ported th a t pa rty  members were 
in  the hab it of saying to each 
other: “ To the red dawn.”

A N O T H E R  T O B IN  A G E N T
The next w itness was Sidney 

Brennan, on Tob in ’s payro ll as 
h is appointed Secretary-Treas’- 
u re r of “ Local 544”  —  A F L . He 
testified he jo ined the SWP fo r 
a sho rt tim e in  the spring  of 1938: 
iden tified various defendants as 
p a rty  members; and quoted v a r i­
ous rem arks they had allegedly 
made in  priva te  conversations. 
Under cross-examination he ad­
m itted  th a t he had testified 
against the defendants before a

Tobin com m ittee in Chicago in 
A p r i l and before Tobin h im se lf 
in  W ashington in June.

Helen H anifan, bookkeeper fo r 
Tob in ’s receiver. T. T. Neal, was 
the next witness. She testified 
she had jo ined the SWP fo r si 
short tim e  in  1938: had seen de­
fendants Hamel and Hansen co l­
lec ting  funds fo r the Party.

Under cross-examination she 
inadve rten tly  put an end to the 
prosecution’s previous attem pts to. 
c la im  th a t the union had paid 
E m il Hansen's sa lary w h ile  H an­
sen was a bodyguard fo r T ro tsky 
in  Mexico; she adm itted that (lie 
un ion had never issued checks 
to Hansen d u rin g  tha t period.

Next w itness was H a rr ie t K a r­
len, stenographer fo r the Tobin 
receiver. H er sole testim ony con­
sisted o f saying that, site had 
seen defendants co llecting  money 
and M IL IT A N T  subscrip tions fo r 
t lie  party . The sole conceivable 
explanation fo r p u ttin g  her on 
was tha t site was handsome 
enough to make up in part, foi 
the unsavory looks of the s tring

of Tobin witnesses who preceded 
iter.

“ FR E N C H  G O V E R N M E N T  
N E E D E D  F U N D S ”

N ext w itness was G e o r g e  
O 'Brien, Tobin appointee as o r­
ganizer fo r Tobin 's union here. 
O’B rien gravely testified tha t de­
fendant F ros ig  had taken him 
to an SWP branch m eeting at 
w h ich  James Cannon was speak­
in g  and th a t “ the Socia list P arty  
was the Government of France 
then and M r. Cannon said the 
government was in  bad need of 
funds so be was tak in g  pledges 
to raise money fo r them at the 
m eeting.”

In  the roa r of laughter tha t fo l­
lowed th is  testim ony, the defense 
waived the r ig h t to cross-examine 
O’B rien . The rest of the day was 
taken up by the prosecution read­
in g  to the ju r y  sections from  ttie 
M anifesto  of the F o u rth  In te rn a ­
tiona l on the w a r; other an ti 
w ar m a te ria l; an ed ito ria l defend 
in g  the USSR: and the section 
from  the M anifesto  on the role 
of trade unions.

Fourteenth Day
FRIDAY, NOV. 14

The firs t pa rt o f the day was 
spent w ith  the prosecution read­
ing  to the ju ry  numerous ex­
cerpts; jFe lix M orrow ’s "L a b o r’s 
Answer to Conscription,”  other 
an ti-w a r excerpts from  the So­
c ia lis t Appeal, and apparently 
eve ry th ing th a t the prosecution 
had been able to find in  the party  
press advocating a People’s Refer­
endum on W ar.

The significance o f th is  las t item  
is  tha t ea rlie r in  the t r ia l Judge 
Joyce had ruled, in  adm itting  
items on advocating a People’s 
Referendum on W ar, tha t the 
r ig h t  of declaring w ar is vesteef 
solely in  Congress and tha t, lienee, 
advocacy of a People’s Referen­
dum ‘suggests the use o f the m eth­
ods charged in  the in d ic tm en t” —  
tha t is, a People’s Referendum on 
W’a r suggests the use of force 
and violence!

Am ong the an ti-w ar artic les 
from  the Socialist Appeal read to 
the ju ry  by the prosecution was 
one by Len in  w r itte n  in  1915 
w hich, however, Prosecutor A n ­
derson read as i f  i t  were a cur­
ren t ed ito ria l in  the Socialist A p­
peal. I t  took a protest by defense 
Counsel Goldman to have the a r­
tic le  identified to the ju ry  as 
Le n in ’s.

The prosecution then read to 
the ju ry  various item s from  the 
p a rty  press on the famous M adi­
son Square Garden dem onstration 
led by the SWP against the Nazi 
Bund on February 27, 1939.

S T IL L  A N O T H E R  
T O P IN  P A Y R O L LE R

Next w itness was Tobin organ­
izer Eugene W illiam s , hro ther of 
the la te  Tom W illiam s, head of 
the Tqbin forces in  M inneapolis. 
He testified that- lie jo ined the

SWP in  1938 and q u it in  1939; 
attended a to ta l of about 10 meet­
ings; and tha t he had le ft the 
P a rty  when he had “ discovered” 
th a t i t  advocated the use of v io l­
ence.

Under cross-examination lie 
iden tified the firs t tim e he heard 
the use of violence advocated was' 
a t the f irs t m eeting lie a t­
tended in  1938, where F e l i x  
M orrow  was the speaker. T in  
on ly other item  on violence lie 
testified to was a bar room con 
versa lion by V. R. Dunne where 
Dunne allegedly spoke of tu rn ing  
the guns on the bosses. Undei 
cross-examination W illia m s  ad 
m ille d  tha t lie had talked to t l i i  
F B I as early  as last March.

Next witness was E lm er Buck­
ingham, member of Tobin's Com 
m ittee  of 99, who testified that 
he had been inv ited  to jo in  the 
j3WP and had not done so. f ie  
testified V. I t .  Dunne advocated 
the use of violence in a barroom 
and Jake Cooper made s im ila r 
statements in  a card game in the 
un ion ’s club room. He also tes ti­
fied he heard V. R. Dunne advo­
cate the use of force and violence 
against the government at the 
firs t m eeting of the Union De­
fense Guard in  the fa ll of 1938.

B U C K IN G H A M  S P ILLS  
T H E  B E A N S

A sensation was created in  the 
court room when Buckingham , 
under cross-examination, testified 
tha t F B I agent P e rrin  had got­
ten h im  to sign an a ffidav it in 
A p r il,  wh ich was used by tlu- 
Tobin forces in  Local 544 in  ap ­
pealing to Tob in  to oust the un­
ion leadership.

T h is  was fu rth e r testim ony es­
tab lish ing  the fact tha t the FB I

had aided the Tobin forces in 
th e ir  figh t against the leadership 
of Local 544. Under re-d irect ex­
am ination, Buckingham  tgnk tin  
p la in  h in t from  Prosecutor Ander­
son and stated that the affidavit 
lie had signed fo r F B I agent Per: 
r in  in  A p r i l had been another 
one than th a t signed fo r Tobin.

The afternoon session opened 
w ith  the in troduc tion  by the pros­
ecution of issues of T H E  M IL I ­
T A N T  published since the in d ic t­
m ent was handed dawn on .L ily  
15th.

Next witness was Edward B lix t;  
Tobin appointee as a teamster o r­
ganizer, who testified th a t E m il 
Hansen liad spoken to h im  about

the SWP in  June, 19-fl. The sole 
po in t o f th is  testim ony was the 
attem pt by the prosecution to 
id e n tify  Hansen as being a p a rty  
member a fte r June 29. 1940 
the date when the Sm ith  Act, i i i  
which the second count o f the in ­
dictm ent is based, became law.

The next w itness was Edward 
Schurick. fo rm er general man­
ager o f rad io s ta tion  W LO L, who 
testified th a t defendant Grace 
Carlson, then (lie  pa rty 's  candi­
date fo r  United States Senator 
from  Minnesota, had fou r rad io 
speeches d u rin g  the 19-10 cam­
paign, and iden tified  .1 lie text of 
three o f Grace Carlson’s rad io 
speeches.

Fifteenth Day
MONDAY, NOV. 17

Judge Joyce opened the session 
w ith  several ru lin g s  a d m ittin g  
in to  evidence various exh ib its  
previously offered by the prose­
cution. Among those lie accepted, 
over objections o f the defense, 
were the texts of two rad io 
speeches made by Grace Carlson 
over W LO L last year when she 
was the p a rty ’s candidate , fo r 
United States Senator from  M in ­
nesota; and artic les  in  T H E  
M IL IT A N T  of August 16, 1941 — 
artic les  published a fte r  the in ­
d ic tm ent on w h ich  th is  t r ia l is 
tak in g  place was handed down oil 
Ju ly  15tli.

Prosecutor Anderson then read 
numerous excerpts from  artic les 
to the ju ry . A t one po in t defense 
a tto rney Goldman in te rrup ted  to 
po in t out to the cou rt tha t A n ­
derson was reading quotations 
from  an a rtic le  from  K a r l Marx 
w ith o u t having firs t explained t r  
the ju ry  th a t lie was reading from  
M arx. Anderson said lie  d idn ’t 
know the difference between K arl 
M arx and the ed ito r of the Fourth  
In te rna tiona l.

The defense asked Judge Joyce 
to in s tru c t the ju ry  tha t the 
Sm ith “ an ti-sed ition”  Act became 
law  on June 29, 1940 and there­
fore a ll m ate ria l in troduced in to  
evidence published p r io r  Ip that 
date is not applicable to 'th e  de; 
fendants. (The second count of 
the ind ic tm en t is under the Sm ith 
A c t).

JU D G E ’S R U L IN G
The judge however, ru led tha t 

(1) m ate ria l published before 
June 29tli bu t used a fte r tha t in 
any way is applicable to the de­
fendants and (2) m a te ria l pub­
lished before then may be “ in d i­
cative o f the state of m in d " of 
the defendants a fte r June 29. 
1940.

P rac tica lly  a ll the rest of the 
m orn ing  was spent by Anderson 
reading excerpts to the ju ry  in ­
c lud ing  Grace Carlson’s radio 
speeches; quotations from  K a rl 
M arx appearing in  the party  
press; an a rtic le  by M orrow  on 
“ The Lessons of S pa in ;”  and a 
dozen o r so item s fro ip  the pa rty

Robert Minor Attacks 
S.W . P. In Minneapolis

M INNEAPOLIS, Nov. 16. — Increased activity against the 
Socialist Workers Party was demanded here tonight by Robert 
Minor, Acting National Secretary of the Communist Party.

Coming in the midst of the “ sedition”  trial in the federal 
court here, in which the national and local leadership of the 
Socialist Workers Party are among the 28 defendants, M inor’s 
address constitu ted s tr in g e n t in ­
s tructions to  all Com m unist P a r­
ty  members and sym path izers in 
the trade unions to oppose any 
fo rm  o f aid to  the defendants.

M in o r was ostensib ly speaking 
on the “ 24th ann iversary  o f the 
U SSR ." b u t h is speech made i t  
c lear th a t he had come to M in ­
neapolis to  pu t a h a lt to any ten­
dency among S ta lin is ts  to g ive 
any fo rm  o f support to the w o rk ­
ers on t r ia l .  F ifte en  o f the 28 
defendants are leaders and mem­
bers o f the fam ous M inneapolis 
m otor tra n s p o rt w orkers union,
Local 544-CIO, and the CIO na­
tio n a lly  is backing the  defense- 
There has been heavy pressure 
fro m  the ranks upon the local 
S ta lin is t leaders in  the CIO to 
g ive wholehearted support to  the 
defendants.

A T T A C K E D  T R O TS K Y IS TS , 
“ IG N O R E ”  T R IA L

Addressing an audience of 
about 400 in Eagles H a ll which 
included Com m unist P a rty  dele­
gations fro m  D u lu th , B em id ji, 
A u ro ra  and o ther po in ts  o f  the

N orthw est, M i n o r  constantly  
punctuated his address w ith  a t­
tacks on the T ro tsky is ts , w h ile  
“ ig n o rin g ”  the t r ia l  o f the 28.

M in o r’s speech was read fro m  
a prepared te x t and was obvious­
ly  m eant as a m a jo r po litica l ad­
dress.

M in o r began by speaking a t 
g re a t leng th  on w h a t he called 
the “ s im ila r itie s ”  between the 
U n ited  States and the USSR, em­
phasiz ing th a t a g re a t m istake 
had been made in the past by 
“ exaggera ting  the d ifferences be­
tween the tw o g re a t democracies.”  

The on ly  diffe rences between 
the tw o countries, according to 
M inor, was th a t there are “ im ­
perfections”  in the democracy o f 
the U n ited  States, and the “ USSR 
has a l i t t le  broader democracy 
than we have.”

The m ain th in g  th a t the U n ited  
States could lea rn  fro m  the 
USSR, M ino r indicated, was how 
to handle the “ F if th  Colum n” , 
and p a rtc u la r ly  the T ro tsky is ts .

M in o r quoted ap p ro v ing ly  fro m  
an a rtic le  by  Joseph E. Davies,

fo rm e r U . S. Am bassador to the 
USSR. Davies has recen tly  an­
nounced a “ change o f m ipd”  on 
the Moscow tr ia ls , haying pome 
to the conclusion, now th a t S ta lin  
supports the “ democracies” , th a t 
the “ Moscow tr ia ls  were no th ing  
bu t a house c leaning o f tra ito rs ."

W A N T S  “ N A T IO N A L  F R O N T ”
M in o r called fo r  a “ na tiona l 

f ro n t  o f a ll p a tr io t ic  Am ericans 
in support o f ad m in is tra tio n  p o li­
cy ” , w h ich would “ include tfie 
forem ost bishops, b iggest o f busi­
ness in terests, inc lud ing  the 
w ealthy classes.”  .

T h is  “ na tiona l f r o n t ”  would 
have the purpose o f ra lly in g  the 
whole nation to p a rtic ip a te  in  the 
w a r and f ig h t  aga inst the “ F if th  
C o lum nists”  a t home.

The enemy th a t M in o r feared 
above a ll a t  home was the So’- 
c ia lis t W orkers P a rty . He so­
lem n ly  revealed th a t the name 
o f H it le r ’s p a r ty  is the N a tiona l 
Socia list W orkers  P a rty , and 
dw e lt on the verbal s im ila r ity  o f 
th a t w ith  the Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty ! T h is  was conclusive p roof 
fo r  M in o r th a t the T ro tsky is ts  
ivere agents o f H it le r !  (There was 
no question period, so nobody 
could con fro n t M in o r w ith  the 
fa c t th a t Socia lis t W orkers  P a r­
ty  is also the name o f a German 
em igre la bo r group (S. A . P .) J u ly  4 th .”

press advocating m il ita ry  tra in ­
ing  under contro l of the trade 
unions.

A t noon the governm ent an­
nounced th a t i t  bad completed its  
case. The defense then made a 
m otion fo r a directed ve rd ic t d is­
m issing tiie  case, since tHe gov­
ernm ent liad no! proved a con­
spiracy. A rgum ent on the m otion 
began at 2 P. M. and took the 
rest of the afternoon.

A  s ign ifican t statem ent was 
made by Assistant U. S. A tto rney 
General Schweinhaut in  bis an­
swer to the defense argum ent. He 
c learly  disassociated the govern­
ment from  any adherence to t li€  
"c lear and present danger”  doc­
tr in e  of Holmes and Brandeis. 
He adm itted tha t Holmes and 
Brandeis had asked the United 
States Supreme Court, in  a case 
s im ila r  to th is, tp free the de­
fendant on the ground tha t his 
advocacy o f the overth row  of the 
government did not constitu te  a 
clear and present danger o f im ­
m inent overth row  o f the govern­
ment. But, Schweinhaut argued, 
the Holmes and Brandeis doctrine 
had not been accepted by the 
Supreme Court!

The governm ent’s p o s i t i o n  
Schweinhaut stated, is tha t “ even 
though the defendants may never 
have done an y th in g  about over­
th ro w in g  the governm ent.”  the 
defendants can be punished by 
the government fo r advocating its  
overthrow .

Coupled w ith  the opening state: 
m ent of Prosecutor Anderson, 
w h ich  had denied tha t t He gov: 
ernm ent needed to prove any 
oyert act com m itted by the de­
fendants, S chw ein liaut’s states 
m ent made i t  absolutely clear 
t li is  is a prosecution of the doc­
trines of the SWP

which • is hand-in-hand w ith  the 
S ta lin is ts  in the camp o f the 
“ democracies.” )

M in o r warned h is audience 
th a t th is  was no t the tim e  fo r  
unions to pu t fo rw a rd  g rievan ­
ces, “ even ju s tifie d  grievances.”  
He quoted ap p ro v ing ly  fro m  a 
speech o f A F L  President W illia m  
Green, te ll in g  the w o rkers  “ to 
stay on the job, keep producing.”

A s an exam ple o f w h a t he 
meant, M in o r stated th a t a lthough 
the coal m iners were ju s tif ie d  in 
the demands they  had made to 
the Steel T rus t, nevertheless “ the 
union m ust no t be provoked to 
stop defense p roduction .”

M IN O R  C O M P LA IN S  
A B O U T  PR O D U C TIO N

He admonished the M inneapqr 
lis  trade unions th a t“  they hadn’t  
done one-tenth o f w h a t the y  can 
do fo r  defense production,”  and 
declared th a t the pow erfu l trade 
unions would have to  learn to dis­
c ip line  themselves to w o rk  fo r  
w a r production.

M in o r denied th a t Eng land and 
the U n ited  States were acting  as 
im p e ria lis t powers in  th is  war,. 
As p ro o f o f th is , he quoted a t 
leng th  fro m  speeches o f Roose­
ve lt and S ta lin .

M ino r was irked  because many 
members o f the audience had ac­
cepted copies o f T H E  M IL IT A N T  
as they were being d is tribu ted  
p r io r  to the m eeting. He urged 
his audience no t to  believe “ those 
who have strange sources o f 
money w ith  which to  stand on 
sidewalks and g ive aw ay pa­
pers.”

M in o r closed his speech w ith  a 
demand th a t the armed forces o f 
the na tion be im m edia te ly  th row n  
in to  the war.

N o t once in  the course o f the 
en tire  address did he use the 
words “ October Revolu tion .”  Nov. 
7th he called the “ found ing  o f the 
Soviet Republic”  and “ Russia’s
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Japan Sends Another Special Envoy 
To "Discuss" Far Eastern Crisis

B y JA C K  W E B E R
The expansion of Japanese imperialism has taken place his 

torically by a process of shrewd tim ing and bargaining. Every 
time that Europe has been engulfed in war or crisis, the Japan­
ese militarists took advantage and reached out for loot in the 
Pacific. Always too there has been the same use of rivalries 
and contradictions among the other powers that made for a good 
d ip lom atic  bargain. Thus Japan*'-------------------------------------------------------
made fu l l  use o f the intense r i ­
v a lry  between C zaris t Russia and 
G reat B r ita in  a t the end o f the 
nineteenth and the beginning o f 
the tw en tie th  centuries. The seiz­
ure o f M anchuria  was tim ed when 
the economic cris is  had reached 
such depths th a t no coun try  
would have dreamed o f go ing to 
w a r fo r  the sake o f China.

The a ttem p t to subdue the rest 
o f China and to  make th is  vast 
cou n try  a Japanese colony, was 
tim ed when fascism  had become 
such a menace in  Europe th a t the 
powers wanted to  have th e ir  hands ] 
fre e  to  deal w ith  the new th rea ts  ( 
o f German im peria lism . Japan­
ese tim in g  was again perfect. The 
generals made on ly  one l i t t le  m is ­
take. They fe lt  th a t the seizure 
o f a ll the po rts  and the coast­
line  and the in d u s tr ia l centers o f 
the m ain land would sure ly  force 
the Chinese in to  submission by 
sheer s ta rva tion .

B u t the ve ry  backwardness o f 
China proved he r sa lvation. The 
Chinese had no t ye t learned, as 
an advanced nation, to depend on 
m ach inery and m echanization. 
Hum an muscles were s t i l l  the 
m ain  source o f power in  produc­
tion . The Chinese could re tre a t 
fa r  in to  the in te r io r  w ith  th e ir  
sim ple tools and live  on the vast 
land by ra is in g  th e ir  own food

supply and p ly in g  th e ir  handi- 
:ra fts . Each lo c a lity  could sup­
po rt itse lf.

I t  was th is  a b ility  to continue 
on th e ir  own th a t th rew  the en­
tire  Japanese machine out of 
gear. Instead o f an “ inc iden t”  
la s ting  a ffew months, the Japan­
ese had a fu ll-sca le  w a r on th e ir  
hands, a never-ending w a r th a t 
has b rough t Japan to the verge 
o f economic ru in .

J A P A N ’S SECOND 
M IS C A L C U L A T IO N

Japan’s a im  was to continue its  
expansion by ta k in g  fu r th e r  ad­
vantage o f the w a r in Europe to 
seize the colonies o f the o ther 
powers as w e ll as a p a rt o r a ll 
o f S iberia. I f  Japan’s hands had 
no t been tied  to  such an extent 
in China, the m ilita r is ts  would 
probably have intervened before 
now in S iberia. Because China 
was no t ye t subdued and required 
th a t Japanese troops be m a in ta in ­
ed there, the im p e ria lis ts  did not 
dare to invade Siberia u n t il the 
Soviet Union had been brought 
to her knees by H itle r . The Jap­
anese re lied on H it le r  to achieve 
a quick v ic to ry .

This was the second m iscalcula­
tion , both o f Japan and o f H itle r .

nc Red A rm y  stood up be tte r 
than the Japanese had expected.

Moscow s t i l l  stands. I t  is quite 
lik e ly  th a t Japan was to  ge t the 
s igna l to  in tervene in  S iberia the 
m om ent Moscow fe ll.  The very 
show ing made by the Red A rm y  
made the M ikado ’s generals hesi­
ta te . The action o f the U n ited 
States and G reat B r ita in  in com­
ing to the support o f S ta lin  and j 
in  p u ttin g  the economic squeeze 
on an already exhausted Japan, 
.as fu r th e r  th row n  confusion int< 

the hearts  o f the Nipponese im ­
pe ria lis ts . They are driven  to 
seek more loo t both southwards 
and no rthw ards bu t they must 
act cau tiously  and seek again the 
the r ig h t  tim in g .

The U n ited  States is not yet so 
much involved in  the A tla n tic  
th a t the Japanese can fee l they 
can go ahead fu l l  steam in  the 
Pacific . I f  the U n ited  States be­
came involved by an actua l decla­
ra tio n  o f w a r aga inst H it le r ,  the 
Japanese m ig h t once more seize 
the in it ia t iv e  and move. B u t fo r  
the m om ent the r is k  is too great, 
the enemies too numerous.

In  such a s itua tion  a na tion  re­
sorts to d ip lom acy to t r y  to ob­
ta in  some p a rtia l gains by bar­
g a in ing  w h ile  a w a itin g  a more 
opportune m oment to  strike . 
Hence we see the p lay to ga in  
tim e w ith  a special d ip lom at f l y ­
ing  to W ashington to present 
“ new”  proposals. Kurusu him self, 
the d ip lom at chosen fo r  th is  “ de li­
cate”  w ork , does no t have the 
s ligh tes t fa ith  in his m ission. In  
fa c t his rem arks to  friends  in H a­
w a ii, “ s tra n g e ly ”  made public, 
show th a t he th in ks  no t on ly tha t

his mission w i l l  fa il ,  bu t th a t the 
ve ry  fa ilu re  m ay prove the s ig ­
na l fo r  a new Japanese move to ­
w ard  w ar, U n ited  States o r no
jn ite d  States.

K U R U S U ’S M IS S IO N  
TO T H E  U N IT E D  STATES

As has been pointed ou t here 
m any tim es, the clash o f im pe­
r ia lis t  in te rests between the two 
countries is too fundam enta l to  be 
easily compromised. The news­
papers speculate th a t possibly the 
Japanese w i l l  demand the cessa­
tion  o f a ll help to China and pres­
sure on Chiang K a i-S hek to come 
o te rm s w ith  the Japanese. Such 

term s would mean the ceding to 
Japan o f a la rge p a rt o f Chinese 
te r r ito ry . W h a t does Japan o f­
fe r  to  the U n ited  States in re ­
tu rn ?  Secret d ip lom acy docs not 
p e rm it us in  on the conference in 
W ashington. A l l  we can do is to 
surm ise fro m  the  fac ts  we have 
a t hand. P robab ly Japan would 
o ffe r  A m erican cap ita lism  a pa r­
t ia l ly  open door; th a t is, many 
economic concessions fo r  tra d in g  
w ith  the new coun try  set up. A lso 
the Japanese m ay prom ise no t to 
in tervene in S iberia fo r  a period. 
There m ig h t even be an o ffe r  to 
w ith d ra w  fro m  the A x is  fo r  a 
suitable consideration. None o f 
th is  can re a lly  be sa tis fa c to ry  to 
Am erican im peria lism  w hich is 
beginn ing to  ge t in to  its  s tride  
in  m il ita ry  productioh and to  lay  
ou t its  own tim e  tab le fo r  con­
quest.

Thie cris is in  the P ac ific  is 
the re fo re  fa r  fro m  a so lu tion,

ARM Y FOR 
STRIKERS?
Brigadier General Lewis B. 

Hershey, national director of 
Selective Service, r e c e n t l y  
“ clarified”  his order, issued 
originally in June during the 
North American Aviation cor­
poration strike, directing the 
reclassification of strikers in 
war industries for immediate 
d ra ft into the army.

“ Each case must be dealt 
with separately,”  declared 
Hershey. “ There can be no 
such thing as a blanket re­
classification under the act.”  

Hershey isn’t  against use 
of the dra ft regulations for 
government strikebreaking and 
anti-labor intimidation. He 
just believes in the efficacy of 
the individual, rather than the 
collective method so fa r as use 
of the d ra ft is concerned. 
When i t  comes to dealing with 
strikers collectively, he still 
believes that army troops are 
best.

even fro m  an im p e ria lis t angle. 
The postponement o f the next 
move w il l  no t mean the end- o f 
fr ic t io n . The explosion cannot 
be fa r  d is tan t. W hen i t  comes, 
w hether the im m ediate move be 
to shu t o f f  the B urm a Road ot 
some other, in te rven tion  in  S i­
beria w i l l  no t be long in  fo llo w ­
ing. Japan has ha rd ly  concen­
tra ted  any la rge  number, o f 
troops in Indo-China fo r  an ad­
venture towards the B urm a Road. 
A t best th is  could be on ly  a f irs t  
step. The m ain arm ies have been 
concentrated in  M anchuria  fo r  
a drive aga inst the Red A rm y .

Stalin’s Frame-up Purges Whitewashed
Liberals Aid Stalin's Imperialist Allies 
Spread GPU Lies About the Moscow Trials

By A R T  PREIS
Among the obligations undertaken by the bourgeois demo­

crats in line with the diplomatic needs of their new-found 
friendship with Stalin, is a “ re-evaluation”  of the frameup Mos­
cow Trials. Belated “ justifications” are being advanced for the 
monstrous purges, which up to now, no one but GPU hirelings, 
professional apologies for Stalinism, and the official Stalinist 
press dared appraise as a n y th in g *

a t the tim e, now cla im s to have 
gained “ new l ig h t ”  on them. Just 
what “ new”  evidence he has un­
covered he does not state. l ie  
m erely gives fu ll credence to the 
tr ia ls  and the "confessions,”  seek­
in g  to im p lica te Leon T ro tsky and 
his co-thinkers as agents of Ger­
man and Japanese im peria lism .

Davies indicates the purposes 
of h is a rtic le  in  his conclusion, 
s ta ting : "There  are no saboteurs, 
secret agents o r F if th  Columnists 
to co-operate w ith  the invaders, 
because the Russians were suf.T 
c ie n tly  fa rs ig h ted  to e lim ina te  
them  before i t  was too late. That 
is a fact w h ich  other libe rty -lo v ­
in g  nations m igh t w e ll ponder.”  

Unquestionably th is  bourgeois 
support is extrem ely welcome to 
S ta lin . The sustained defeats and 
losses of the Red A rm y  have 
raised new doubts about the 
K rem lin 's  policies among the So­
v ie t masses, and the w orkers 
everywhere. I t  has become incrcas 
in g ly  d iff ic u lt  fo r S ta lin  to con­
ceal the d irec t connection between 
the prosent catastrophic Soviet de­
feats and tho 1937-38 purge of 
the Red A rm y  command, in 
w h ich no less than -10,000 officers 
and technicians were executed or 
im prisoned.

The Am erican im peria lis ts  are

b u t the frameups they were.
F a r from  serving th e ir  purpose 

o f d isc red iting  the T ro tsky is ts , 
the tr ia ls  boomeranged on S talin. 
D u rin g  the period of the S talin- 
H it le r  pact, the S ta lin is t press 
m ainta ined s tr ic t  silence about 
the tr ia ls , and the T ro tsky is ts , 
charged in  the tr ia ls  w ith  being 
agents o f H it le r  and the M ikado, 
were transform ed ove rn igh t by 
the S ta lin is t press in to  agents of 
Anglo-French im peria lism .

Now, such representatives of 
the Am erican bourgeoisie as 
H a rry  H opkins and form er am­
bassador to the Soviet Union, 
Joseph E. Davies, arc assisting 
the GPU in  its  task o f w h ite ­
washing the K re m lin . Leading 
publications, such as Tim e  and 
L ife  magazines, and the New York 
newspaper PM, through artic les 
by its  ed itor, Ralph Ingerso ll, also 
have given support recently  to 
the GPU versions of the tria ls .

D A V IE S  A N D  T H E  T R IA L S
The crudest expression of th is  

campaign so fa r is contained in 
an a rtic le  by Davies in  the Nov­
ember issue' of Am erican  maga- 
zine. Davies, a fte r a d m ittin g  tha t 
he had attended some of the ses­
sions of the Moscow tr ia ls  and 
had considered them “ fan tas tic ”

serving th e ir  own ends by a id ing  
S ta lin  in  his c r im in a l task of 
d isc red iting  and destroying the 
pro le ta rian  revo lu tiona ry  opposi­
tion  to his betrayal o f the in te r­
na tiona l class strugg le and his 
support of the "dem ocra tic”  im ­
pe ria lis ts  in  the war.

Davies is p o in ting  to S ta lin 's 
Moscow T r ia l fram eup method, 
“ which other libe rty -lo v in g  na­
tions m ig h t ponder,”  as a pat­
te rn  to be followed against the 
w o rk in g  class opponents o f the 
w a r in  th is  country.

F IN D IN G S  OF T H E  
D E W E Y  CO M M ISSIO N

The conclusive and irre fu ta b le  
evidence uncovered and made pub- 
lio  by the Commission headed by 
Prof. John Dewey, w h ich exhaus­
tiv e ly  investigated the Moscow 
frameups, has exposed the com­
plete fa ls ity  of the “ confessions”  
in  the Moscow tr ia ls . The Dewey 
Commission produced document­
a ry  evidence which - proved the 
fa ls ity  of ever// alleged m ateria l 
fact perm itted to s lip  in to  the 
“ confessions.”  Since the. publica­
t io n  o f the Commission's findings  
in  PifiS, l i te ra lly  n-o in d iv id u a l 
or group lias dared to o ffe r a spe­
cific  re fu ta tio n  o f them.

So unanswerable arc  these 
findings th a t the Am erican  mag­
azine, a fte r p r in t in g  Davies’ a r­
tic le , refuses to p e rm it m ention 
of them in its  columns. The Na­
tion , Nov. 15, reports:

“ The Am erican  magazine has 
rejected an a rtic le  by John 
Dewey answering one by Joseph 
E. Davies in  w h ich the form er 
Ambassador said tha t the Soviet 
U n ion ’s resistance to H it le r  was 
made possible by the purg ing o f

pro-Nazis in  the Moscow tr ia ls .”
A  despicable ro le in  th is  a t­

tem pt to ju s t ify  the Moscqy? 
tr ia ls  frameups is being played 
by the libera ls . Echoing the d i­
rect spokesmen of the im p e ria l­
ists, the lib e ra l exponents of the 

j  “ w a r fo r  democracy”  are likew ise 
beginning to “ revise”  th e ir  estim ­
ates o f the tr ia ls  and purges.

The most recent, examples of 
th is  are contained in  the New  
Republic, November 17, in  a 
lengthy compendium of artic les 
on “ Russia Today."

SOME “ L IB E R A L S ”
H E L P  O UT

Some of the w rite rs , w a ry  of 
stepping on s lippery ground, man­
age to discuss the most funda­
m ental aspects of Soviet m ilita ry  
and in d u s tr ia l policies w ithou t 
even m ention ing the purges. Max 
W erner, in  “ Prospects fo r  th e ' 
Red A rm y ,”  and A. Jugow, in  
the “ Results of the F ive Year 
Plans,”  w r ite  as though the tr ia ls  
and purges had never been.

Others o ffe r various "explana­
tions”  designed to provide belat­
ed h ind-sight ju s tifica tio n  fo r the 
Moscow t r ia l frameups.

Vera M icheles Dean, in  discuss­
ing  the "K re m lin 's  Foreign Pol­
icy,”  states: “ I t  would seem more 
accurate to say tha t the specta­
cu la r Moscow tr ia ls  reflected a 
widespread outburst o f xenopho­
bia — m is trus t of a ll foreigners.”  

Accord ing to th is  view, S ta lin  
was on ly yc ld ing  to the "xeno­
phobia”  of the Soviet masses in  
tho purges which wiped out t"he 
old Bolshevik party , decimated 
tltc  tra ined leadership of the So­
v ie t arm y, government and in du ­
s try  and wound up w ith  — a

pact w ith  H itle r .
John Scott, who sho rtly  before 

the Soviet-Nazi w a r began was 
ordered expelled from  the Soviet 
U n ion fo r a rtic les  he w ro te in  the 
London News-Chronicle, gives as 
one reason fo r the purges:

“ I  am convinced th a t may of 
those high, top -fligh t fu n c t io *  
aries who disappeared between 
1936 and 1938 got in to  trouble 
o r ig in a lly  because o f th e ir  fa ilu re  
to agree w ith  S ta lin ’s fa r  reach­
in g  and ruthless plans fo r indus­
tr ia liz a tio n .”

Scott then goes on to im p ly 
th a t tens of thousands of leading 
offic ia ls, technicians, arm y com­
manders, etc., had entered in to  
the services of the German and 
Japanese fascists.

“ One o f the most im portan t ac­
complishments of the Soviet ad­
m in is tra tive  system has been the 
e lim in a tio n  of enemy f if th  colum n­
ists . . .  In  Russia we have seen 
no evidence of the existence of 
any effective Nazi organizations 
or agents. These were elim inated 
by the system atic vig ilance on 
the pa rt o f the Soviet people, the 
Com m unist P arty  and the N K V D  
(GPU). F rom  1936 to 1938 thou­
sands of ind iv idua ls  who were 
accused of h o s t ility  to the Soviet 
Un ion were purged. Many inno­
cent men and women suffered un­
ju s tly , but the Quislings and An- 
toncscus were liqu ida ted ."

W H A T  T H E  “ L IB E R A L S ”
A R E  R E A L L Y  H E L P IN G

John N. Hazard ("T he  Legal 
F ram ew ork” ) brazenly states: 
“  . . . There was no path open 
fo r society except self-protection. 
T h is  approach was extensively 
adopted fo r the po litica l offender,

Can The 'Isolationists’ 
Fight Against The War?
Only Those Who Fight Against the Cause 
Of War Can Lead the Struggle to End War

B y M Y R A  W A R D
I'lie “ isolationists” are loud in their denunciations of the 

war-mongering Roosevelt administration. But w ill they, or can 
they, conduct a real fight against the war?

To answer this question, one must answer many more. Who 
i are the leading “ isolationists?”  What is their program? What
are th e ir  p rinc ip les? * -------------------------------------------------------

The lead ing o rgan iza tion  o f tho j are a lready pledged to  support a
“ iso la tion is ts ”  is, o f course, the 
Am erica  F ir s t  Com m ittee. One is 
im m edia te ly  s truck  by the strange 
and diverse com position o f th is  
group.

General Robert E. Wood, m an­
ager o f Sears Roebuck, is the o f­
fic ia l head. Lead ing spokesmen o f 
the com m ittee are Lindbergh, 
W heeler, C lark, etc. Represented 
on the na tiona l com m ittee are 
la rge in d u s tria lis ts  whose econ­
omic in te rests depend on con­
sum ption goods ra th e r than 
m un itions o r o the r w a r products. 
Then there are open fascists, —  
people who are connected w ith  
Coughlin ite , G erm an-Bundist, o r 
o ther pro -fasc is t, an ti-S em itic  o r ­
ganizations. A lso there are “ l ib ­
era ls”  and “ socia lis ts” , who are 
e ither pac ifis ts  o r believe th a t 
A m erica F irs t  can conduct an 
honest f ig h t  aga inst w a r. M ost 
o f these in the la tte r  group e ither 
deny o r ignore the sem i-fascist 
character o f the group.

Undoubtedly m any o f the Con­
gressmen who support the A m e r­
ica F ir s t  Com m ittee come fro m  
states, m a in ly  in  the M iddle-W est 
and W est, where there is a genu- i 
ine sentim ent aga inst the w ar and 
the A d m in is tra tio n ’s w a r aims. 
T h a t is w hy  they m a in ta in  an 
“ iso la tio n is t”  position. Neverthe­
less they support a ll leg is la tive  
appropria tions fo r  the w a r and 
vote b illions fo r  m unitions.

W H A T  T H E  “ IS O L A T IO N IS T S ”  
DO N O T OPPOSE

The “ iso la tion is ts ”  can no t con­
duct a f ig h t  aga inst the w ar, fo r  
several reasons. They do n o t op­
pose, bu t ra the r, wholehearted ly 
support the system o f cap ita lism  
which produces w a r. They do not 
oppose im p e ria lis t w a r aims, the 
s trugg le  fo r  con tro l o f w o rld  
m arkets, the oppression o f colo­
n ia l peoples.

They m ay oppose the declara­
tion  o f w a r by the U n ited  States 
against Germ any, bu t th a t does 
no t mean they are opposed to  im ­
p e ria lis t w a r as such. P ra c tica lly  
a ll o f the “ iso la tio n is t”  leaders

w a r fo r  p ro tection  o f Am erican 
im p e ria lis t in te rests in South and 
Centra l A m erica. Several lead­
ing  “ iso la tio n is ts ”  have already 
stated th a t w h ile  they are op­
posed to  a w a r w ith  Germany, 
they would support a w a r w ith  
Japan. I f  A m erica  were to- jo in  
an a ttem p t to  crush the USSR, 
most o f them  would g reet the w a r 
eagerly.

M any “ iso la tio n is ts ”  who cla im  
th a t they  are opposed to the w ar, 
are on ly  aga ins t the w a r now. 
M ost o f these fee l the U n ited  
States is not y e t “ prepared”  fo r  
a la rge scale w ar.

Once the a d m in is tra tion  openly 
declares w a r, when m ore than, 
words are needed in  the s trugg le  
aga inst the w ar. p ra c tica lly  a ll 
the “ iso la tio n is ts ”  w i l l  cap itu la te  
and fo llo w  in  the steps o f the 
war-m ongers.

They head the “ iso la tio n is t”  
movement today in order to be 
able to destroy tho genuine a n t i­
w ar sentim ents o f the masses to ­
m orrow.

W H A T  T H E  
“ IS O L A T IO N IS T S ”  S A Y

T h is  fa c t is ve rified  by the 
statem ents o f the lead ing spokes­
men o f “ iso la tion ism ”  who are 
no t re a lly  opposed to tho invo lve­
m ent o f the U n ited  States in w a r 
but are dem agogica lly exp lo itin g  
the a n ti-w a r sentim ents o f the 
people to bu ild  up theiv' own pres­
tig e  and leadership.

Take, fo r  example, the case o f 
B urton  K . W heeler. He has b u ilt  
up a considerable fo llo w in g  in 
the conscrip t a rm y, by opposing 
the extension o f the yea r o f d ra ft  
service, by advocating move pay 
fo r  the boys in  camp, and by con­
s ta n tly  re fe rr in g  to  the broken 
promises and w a r aim s o f  the A d ­
m in is tra tion .

Y e t on Oct. 19, the New Y o rk  
T im es p rin ted  th is  s ta tem ent 
made by W heeler: “ I f  and when 
th is  coun try  goes to w a r. . . every­
th in g  I  do and every w ord I  u t te r  
w ill be fo r  the successful prose­
cution o f th a t w a r. A s soon as

the declaration were made, I  
would stum p th is  cou n try  fro m  
one end to  tjhe o th e r to  urge the 
people to  stand toge the r fo r  v ic ­
to ry .”

Thus th is  leader o f “ iso la tion ­
ism ”  reveals th a t h is opposition 
to the w a r w i l l  d isappear when 
w a r begins a t the ve ry  tim e  when 
a n ti-w a r movements meet th e ir  
f i r s t  rea l test.

A t  the October 30 ra l ly  o f the 
Am erica  F ir s t  Com m ittee a t 
M adison Square Garden, L in d ­
bergh adm itted  th a t to  h im  the 
question o f w a r or peace was sec­
ondary.

“ The m ost fundam enta l issue 
today is no t one o f w ar o r peace, 
but one o f in te g r ity ,”  said L in d ­
bergh. “ W hether we are fo r  in ­
te rven tion  o r w hethe r we a rc  op­
posed to  it ,  we can un ite  in  be­
lie v in g  th a t i f  we have in te g r ity  
in our leadership, and confidence 
in  th a t in te g r ity ,  th is  na tion  o f 
ours is g re a t enough to surv ive  
e ith e r in  adve rs ity  o r success. I f  
we have confidence in  th a t in ­
te g r ity ,  we w i l l  pass th rou gh  
these years ahead, w hether they 
be years o f peace o r years o f w ar, 
and emerge a s trong e r na tion  
than we were when they began.”

P R IN C IP L E S  OF T H E  
A N T I-W A R  STR U G G LE

No group can lead a successful 
f ig h t  aga inst w a r unless i t  is 
guided by certa in  basic p r in c i­
ples:

F irs t,  opposition to the system 
which breeds w a r —  the ca p ita l­
is t system.

Second, opposition to im p e ria l­
is t aim s —  the e xp lo ita tion  o f 
colonial countries, dom ination o f 
w o rld  m arke ts, ra w  m ateria ls, 
etc.

T h ird , opposition to  the  w a r 
no t on ly now, bu t also a f te r  the 
U n ited  States has o ff ic ia lly  en­
tered the war.

These are the m ost fundam en­
ta l and e lem entary requirem ents 
o f a genuine a n ti-w a r group. The 
“ iso la tio n is ts ”  and A m erica  F irs t-  
ers adhere to notie o f them . Con­
sequently they do n o t represent 
a m ovem ent w h ich  the  genuine 
fig h te rs  aga inst im p e ria lis t w a r 
can support.

O n ly the independent action o f 
the w o rk in g  class, in  line  w ith  
the above program , can po in t the 
road to  the ab o lition  o f w a r.

(N e x t w eek: The M a in  In ­
d u s tria l and F inanc ia l S uppo rt­
ers o f Am erica  F ir s t ) .

w hether the sincere dissenter or 
the paid agents of outside forces. 
The f if th  column was exte rm in ­
ated before i t  could fo rm .”  I f  
S ta lin  exterm inated a “ f ifth  col­
um n”  before i t  could fo rm ,”  tha t 
means i t  never existed.

No, these tr ia ls  were not d i­
rected against “ paid agents of 
outside forces.”  By g iv ing  cred­
ence to th is  GPU argum ent, Scott, 
Hazard and the others who re­
peat th is  lie  are supporting the 
very  essence o f the frameups, the 
deliberate S ta lin is t amalgam be­
tween the hundreds of thousands 
o f pro-Soviet elements who were 
executed or im prisoned and spies, 
provocateurs, and w reckers.”

The disorganization in  Soviet 
m ilita ry  and in d u s tria l li fe  that 
accompanied the purges was as 
ha rm fu l to the defense of the 
Soviet U n ion as any conceivable 
acts of actual im p e ria lis t spies 
and saboteurs. The debacle w h ich 
today confronts the Soviet Union

is in  large pa rt a resu lt of S ta l­
in 's  ruth less destruction of the 
competent m il ita ry  and in d u s tr ia l 
leadership.

In  order to uphold S ta lin  as a 
defender of “ democracy,”  the lib ­
era l apologists fo r A llie d  im per­
ia lism  m ust become apologists also 
fo r  the abom inations of S ta lin ism , 
no t the least of w h ich were the 
Moscow tr ia ls  fram eups and the 
bloody purges. A t the same time.

these libe ra ls  a id  S ta lin ’s a t­
tempts to d iscred it the T ro tsky is t 
revo lu tiona ry  opposition to his 
ru inous policies.

These “ defenders”  of democracy 
are p lay ing  the game of the most 
reactionary Am erican im peria lis ts  
who are w ill in g  to learn from  
the methods of S ta lin ism  how 
better to persecute and fram eup 
the T ro tsky is ts  and o ther labor 
m ilita n ts  in  th is  country.

PO LITICS M A K E  STR A N G E BEDFELLO W S
By M . S T E IN

To all outward appearance, the American Labor Party 
scored a great triumph in the recent New York mayoralty elec­
tions. It elected one of its humble members to the highest of­
fice in the greatest city in the world. Only a few months ago 
this party was torn by internal strife, by bitter struggle between 
the Old Guard and the Stalinist wing. This was not just a 
fa m ily  squabble — it  was an open
scandal w h i c h was dragged 
through the courts and led to a 
separation. That, you w i l l  remem­
ber, was in  the days of the Stal- 
l in -H it le r  Pact.

B u t as soon as H it le r  sent his 
m e c h a n i z e d  hordes against 
the S o v i e t  U n i o n ,  another 
mechanized force, the Communist 
P a rty , w en t in to  reverse, g r in d in g  
to dust a ll its  resolutions against 
im peria lism  and its  “ Yanks are 
n o t com ing”  slogans and broke 
down the w a lls  tha t separated 
them from  the Old Guard in  the 
A LP . The las t election saw the 
Labor P a rty  un ited around the 
candidacy of the L i t t le  F low er, 
and he received 434,297 votes un­
der the A L P  designation.

One would expect tha t th is  rec­
ent v ic to ry  w h ich demonstrated 
the value of u n ity  when there are 
no program atjc differences, would 
tend to fu r th e r cement the har­
mony between the S ta lin is ts  and 
the Old Guard union bureaucrats. 
B ut here is where the pettiness 
of human nature com es.into play. 
Sm all jealousies are once more 
th rea ten ing to break up th is  seem­
in g ly  happy fam ily .

The New York. Times of Novem­
ber 16 reports on its  fro n t page, 
along w it l i  the news of the w ar 
and the coal s trike , tha t “ Gar­
m ent U n ion Threatens to  Q u it 
Labor P arty  on Communist Is ­
sue.”

We read anxiously  to find  out

w hat the “ com m unist issue”  is. 
We thought, fo r a moment that 
the CP m igh t have changed its  
line  between the tim e we read 
the la te afternoon paper the day 
before and the m orn ing  Times. 
B ut the Times expla ins:

“ The ‘supreme in d ig n ity . ' ac­
cord ing to I. L. G. W . U. spokes­
men, was in flic ted  when it  became 
known tha t Representative V ito  
Mareantouio, leader of the le ft 
w ing  o f the Labor p a rty , had 
spent election n igh t w ith  the 
M ayor w h ile  r ig h t-w in g  leaders 
sought va in ly  to get in touch 
w ith  h im .”

A P E R P L E X IN G  PRO BLEM

And the fo llow ing  paragraph in ­
form s us tha t: "On the day a fte r 
the election the Mayor dent tele 
grams to two rig h t-w in g  chioi- 
ta ins, L u ig i A n to n in i and Alex 
Rose, g iv in g  the Labor P arty  cre­
d it  fo r h is  re-election, but th is  
did l i t t le  to assuage the fee lings

of the garm ent workers.”
If' we were called upon to take 

sides in  th is  con flic t w ith in  the 
A LP , we would requ ire  a ll the 
w isdom  of a Solomon. We have 
been educated in the M arx is t 
movement to take sides on the 
basic o f p rogram m atic  issues th a t 
arc involved in a dispute, and to 
judge by tha t c r ite r io n  as to who 
is r ig h t  and who is wrong. We 
are qu ite perplexed, however, 
when i t  comes to a question of 
complicated feelings and sensib il­
ities.

I t  would seem to us tha t the 
L it t le  F low er would have' a heart 
b ig  enough fo r both of the riva ls  
contending fo r his affections. But 
why then did  he spend the n igh t 
w ith  one w h ile  fo r the other he 
had no th ing but a bouquet the 
nex t m orn ing?  Is  th is  another 
of the a ltogether too numerous 
cases o f a m an tu rn in g  his back 
on a true  and tried , consistently 
loya l lover in  exchange fo r the

m om entary affections of a passing 
coquette?

No, we don 't th in k  so, fo r to 
quote again from  the Times. “ The 
ILG W U  and the Amalgamated 
C lo th ing W orkers, both aligned 
w ith  the r ig h t-w in g  in the Labor 
P arty , have been the p rinc ipa l 
financia l and electoral bu lw arks 
o f the p a rty  since its  form ation  ”  
LaG uard ia may be accused c f a 
lo t of crimes, but. no one w ill say 
tha t lie does not know which side 
bis bread is buttered on. Ne ither 
do we th in k  that, th is  is a ease 
of one n igh t's  ind iscre tion .
W H Y  T H E  L IT T L E  
FLO W E R  W E N T  A S T R A Y

O ur exp lanation  o f i t  would be 
as fo llow s:

LaG uard ia is a practica l enough 
p o litic ia n  to know tha t you don’t 
ru n  a fte r a street car once you 
have caught it .  He had the r ig h t 
w ing  support in  the bag and 
p re tty  securely sewed up. He had 
to c linch  the S ta lin is t support, 
no t because he was in  doubt

about the stand of the S ta lin is t 
leadership, bu t because he knew 
tha t in  a closely contested election 
every vote would count and it 
was fo r the purpose of deceiving 
the S ta lin is t rank and tile espe 
c ia lly  in  the T ransport W orkers 
Union, w h ich  had had to take so 
much abuse and insu lt from  him. 
th a t be had to be p a rticu la rly  
fr ie n d ly  to the S ta lin is ts  and 
th e ir  Mareantonios.

Does th is  mean that the ALP 
is going to have a defin ite sp lit?  
The Times in fo rm s us that the 
ILG W U  postponed tiua l decision 
fo r a m onth " . . .  based on a de­
sire to discuss tho m atte r w ith  
Amalgamated offic ia ls  a fte r the ir 
re tu rn  from  the CIO convention 
in  D e tro it . . . ”

I t  is our guess tha t the th rea t 
of s p lit w i l l  b ring  about a ll sorts 
of e ffo rts  to soothe the sensib il­
itie s  o f the ILG W U  offic ia ls  and 
a month is a long tim e , in  which 
to do it .
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Negro S truggle
rr.7— =  By A L B E R T  P A R K E R

The Fort Bragg Night of Terror
F in a lly , a f te r  tlire e  months, the office o f the 

Secretary o f W ar has worked lip  and p u t ou t its  
whitewash version o f w h a t happened a t F o r t 
B ragg ea rly  la s t A ugust when P riva te  Ned T u r­
man. Negro dra ftee, was shot down fo r  res is t­
ing b ru ta l trea tm e n t o f N egro soldiers by w h ite  
M il ita ry  Police who were fo llo w in g  ou t the “ tre a t 
’em rough”  po licy th a t is applied tow ard Negro 
soldiers in the J im  Crow a rm y tha t, is being 
prepared fo r  another “ w a r fo r  dem ocracy” .

A bou t the on ly  th in g  th a t isn ’t  denied in the 
version p u t out by the W ar D epartm ent is th a t 
tw o men —  T urm an and a w h ite  M. P. —  were 
shot to  death. The reason they couldn’t  deny 
th a t was th a t tw o  bodies la y  there when the 
shooting ended, and i t  would be s tre tch in g  i t  a 
l i t t le  too fa r  to say th a t they com m itted suicide.

A l l  the rest o f the s tory, w ith  a few  un im por­
ta n t exceptions, flie s  in  the face o f a ll the  p re ­
vious reports  g iven by eyewitnesses a t the scene, 
the da ily  papers and news services, the Negro 
newspapers, a personal in ves tig a to r o f the N .A .- 
A.C.P., and others.

I f  you w il l  believe the W a r D epartm ent, the 
w h ite  M. P.’s did no th ing  w rong  when they step­
ped on th a t bus on the n ig h t o f A ug us t 6th. 
A l l  they did was push some people in to  scats 
and s ta r t  to remove “ one o f the ring leaders” . 
Then suddenly “ a colored so ld ie r”  reached ou t 
and took the revo lve r ou t o f the ho ls te r o f the 
M. P. who- was la te r k illed , and fire d  i t  s ix  tim es. 
A ccord ing  to th is  s to ry , the M. P. and T urm an 
were both k ille d  by th is  “ unknown so ld ie r” ; T u r ­
man, the s to ry  goes, was no t k ille d  by the M. P., 
Sergeant Owens, who was prev iously  alleged to 
have k ille d  Turm an “ in line  o f d u ty ” .

I t  is ve ry  strange how w e ll th is  s to ry  serves 
the needs o f the A rm y  o ffice r caste, whose J im  
Crow sy.i'jsm  was re a lly  responsible fo r  the 
tragedy. F o r i f  you believe th is  s to ry , T u rm an ’s 
death was an accident, and he d idn ’t  die defend­
in g  his r ig h ts . F urthe rm ore , his death was an 
accident caused no t by the au tho rities , bu t by 
“ a colored so ld ier”  who hasn’t  been caught yet, 
and who probably never w i l l  be caught.

The o rig in a l s to ry  was very  em barrassing to 
the A rm y  tops, bu t now they can say, “ I t  wasn’t  
ou r fa u lt  and i t  wasn’t  T u rm an ’s fa u lt  e ith e r.”  
Thus they can clear th e ir  own s k ir ts  and a t the 
same tim e  make Negro dra ftees fo rg e t T u rm an ’s 
la s t words: “ I ’m go ing to break up you M. P .’s 
beating  us colored so ld ie rs !”  Turm an becomes a 
v ic tim  o f circumstances: and no t a hero to tho-se 
who th r il le d  a t his behavior.

And thus the W a r D epartm ent’s s tatem ent is 
able to  say: “ A  no tew o rthy  fea tu re  o f the in ­
ves tig a tin g  o ffice r’s re p o rt is the fin d in g  tha t, 
in no respect did the inc ident its e lf, o r its  a fte r  
e ffects, acquire any semblance o f a c o n flic t o f 
rac ia l sentim ents; and th a t the occurrence did 
no t arise from , o r cause any, tendency tow ard 
rac ia l d isc rim ina tion .”

B u t th is  re p o rt is so raw , and so contrad icts 
every re p o rt made up to now, th a t the W ar 
D epartm ent had to do som eth ing i t  hasn’t  o ften  
resorted to : i t  ordered B rig a d ie r General B en ja ­
m in  0 . Davis, one o f the few  Negro officers in  
the A rm y , to serve on the com m ittee in ve s tig a t­
in g  the F o r t  B rag g  a ffa ir .  And o f course, he 

a rrived  a t the same conclusions th a t the others 
reached: eve ry th in g  was fin e  and dandy, on ly 
th in g  was to catch the unknown sold ier who 
was responsible fo r  the whole mess, and w hat 
about.

I  don’t  know  who the y  expect to  foo l w ith  
such a w hitewash rep o rt even though i t  is s ign­
ed by a Negro general. One th in g  is sure: 
the y ’re no t fo o lin g  the hundreds o f thousands 
o f N egro soldiers who are s t i l l  segregated, d is­
c rim inated against, insulted and kicked around 
ju s t as they  were before the re p o rt was though t 
up, and who know th a t J im  Crow ism , no t ac­
cidents, is responsible fo r  “ F o r t B rag g  incidents.”

Chicago Labor Council
From  Illin o is  Comrade Robert L . B irchm an 

sends us m ore in fo rm a tio n  on the recen tly  o rgan ­
ized Negro Labor Council, form ed by a group 
o f active Negro un ionists in  an a tte m p t to  b ring  
about closer co-operation between the 50,000 CIO, 
A F L  and independent Negro union members in  
the Chicago area.

The p rogram  and purpose o f the Council were 
ou tlined as fo llow s in a recent b u lle tin : “ In  the 
m ain, the M id -W est N egro Labor Council has bu t 
tw o  purposes. The f irs t  is to serve the trade 
union movement more e ffec tive ly . The second is 
to organize the N egro com m unity  to  support the 
w o rth y  e ffo rts  o f organized labo r to im prove l iv ­
in g  conditions fo r  a ll men.

“ There arc m any ways these tw o th ings  can 
be done. Each tim e we meet, each tim e  a new 
member casts his lo t w ith  us, we discover new 
opportun ities  fo r  service to  labor. Each tim e  we 
learn o f new ways o f b rin g in g  the  Négro- com­
m u n ity  closer to  labo r and labo r closer to the 
Negro com m unity .”

Tem porary  officers o f the Council include rep­
resentatives fro m  the fo llo w in g  un ions: S tate, 
County and M un ic ipa l W orke rs ; In land  Steel 
Lodge SWOC; Packinghouse W orkers O rgan iz ing  
C om m ittee; U n ited  T ransp o rt Service E m p loy­
ees; Brotherhood o f E le c tr ica l W orke rs ; and 
A m erican Federation o f Teachers.

Comrade B irchm an adds: “ The D in in g  Car 
Cooks and W a ite rs  and the Red Caps have ap­
pealed to  the Council to  aid them  in  o rgan iz ing  
public support fo r  a general ra ilroa d  s tr ike , which 
has been authorized by w e ll over 90 percent o f 
the membership o f the tw o unions. The unions 
are asking fo r  a f la t  30 percent increase in  wages. 
T h is  action sta rted  when F. G. H u rley , repre­
sen ting  the ra ilroads before Roosevelt’s ‘fa c t- 
find ing  com m ittee ’ , stated th a t the roads arc w i l l ­
in g  to raise wages between 5 and 6 percent 
o n ly ; since th is  would raise th e ir  wages to  on ly 
approx im ate ly  40 cents an hour, i t  is easy to 
understand w hy the members o f these tw o  unions 
are ready to pu t up a f ig h t.  The Council w i l l  be 
o f rea l help to them  i f  the d ispute reaches the 
p o in t o f a s tr ik e .”

The Stalin ist Theory Of 
“Socialism In  One Country”
Soviet Disasters/ Defeat O f Revolutions Are Fruits O f This Theory

By C. C H A R LE S
The defeats of the Red Army are the latest fruits of .the 

false ‘‘ theory of socialism in one country," which is the funda­
mental idea of the ruling Stalinist clique.

False theories bring tragic results.
Tor example, many so-called socialists preached the idea 

that the way to achieve socialism was by a gradual transforma­
tion of the capitalist governments and industry, bit by bit. 
W hen they had the opportunity,-*-— -
they refused to  take con tro l o f 
the governm ent and place indus­
t r y  under the con tro l o f the w o rk ­
ers. Instead they strengthened 
cap ita lism  when i t  was weak, so 
th a t they could, according to  th e ir  
illus ion , g ra du a lly  tra n s fo rm  ca­
p ita lism  in to  socialism . They be­
came doctors o f cap ita lism  in ­
stead o f its  undertakers.

T h e ir fa llac ious theories to ­
ge ther w ith  the treachery o f S ta­
lin ism  led to the v ic to ry  o f fas ­
cism.

T H E O R Y  OF T H E  
R U S S IA N  R E V O L U T IO N

The greatest h is to rica l achieve­
ment o f the human race, the So­
v ie t U n ion, was the resu lt o f the 
correct theories o f Bolshevism 
under Lenin and T ro tsky .

The cen tra l idea o f the Russian 
revo lu tion , was th a t the Russian 
w o rkers ’ and peasants’ revo lu tion 
was the f irs t  o f a series o f revo­
lu tions th a t would establish so­
cia lism  In the en tire  w o rld . 
Through the dark year o f hunger 
and in te rven tion  th is  inspired 
the Soviet masses. The Russian 
w orkers in m aking th e ir  revo lu­
tion  knew th a t unless the w o rk ­
ers o f o ther countries, m ote in ­
d u s tr ia lly  developed, jo ined hands 
w ith  the Soviet Union, f ir s t  in  a 
socia list U n ited  States o f Europe 
and then a socia lis t w o rld , the 
Russian revo lu tion  would in the 
las t analysis go under. E ith e r 
cap ita lism  would conquer the So­
v ie t Union or the w orkers  o f the 
w orld  would 'vanquish in te rn a ­
tion a l cap ita lism .

S ta lin , who was p ra c tic a lly  un­
known d u rin g  the period o f the 
Russian R evolution, came fo r ­
ward w ith  a “ new”  idea a fte r  the 
le fea t o f the German w orkers in 
1923. the death o f Len in  in  1924 
and the com ing to  power o f a 
p riv ileged bureaucracy in the So­
v ie t Union. T h is  bureaucracy 
was in terested on ly  in  m a in ta in ­
in g  its  own power ra th e r than in  
ach ieving the aim s o f the revo lu ­
tion . S ta lin ’s “ new”  idea was the 
the o ry  o f “ socialism  in one coun­
t r y . ”  In  the words o f S ta lin  th is  
m eant:

S T A L IN ’S T H E O R Y
“ . . . th a t the p ro le ta ria t, hav­

in g  seized power in Soviet Russia, 
•an use th a t power fo r  the es­
tab lishm ent o f a fu l ly  socialized 
society there. F o r th is . . . i t  is 
no t essential th a t there should 
have been a v ic to rious p ro le ta rian  
revo lu tion  in these lands.”  —  
Problems o f Lenin ism , by Joseph 
S ta lin .

In  o ther words, S ta lin  held th a t 
the Soviet U n ion could achieve 
socialism  by its e lf  i f  a llow ed to 
ex is t in  peace by the im peria lis ts .

Le t us f i r s t  examine th is  idea.
Modern economic life  is m arked 

by in te rna tiona lism . F o r any in ­
d u s try  to fun c tion  i t  m ust have 
ra w  m ateria ls  th a t come from  a ll 
over the world .

Even the U n ited  States, the 
m ost developed and richest coun­
t r y  in the w orld , w ould weaken 
and decline econom ically i f  i t  did 
no t im p o rt products fro m  the rest 
o f the w orld .

N o t on ly does every in d u s tr ia l 
coun try  buy raw  m ateria ls  bu t 
increasing ly  i t  buys finished 
goods as we ll.

Just as i t  m ust im port, so m ust 
every coun try  sell to  the res t o f 
the w orld , to  keep its  industries 
in operation.

W ith  g re a te r in d u s tr ia l devel­
opm ent comes g rea te r connection 
w ith  the w orld . P r im itiv e  econo­
m y has l i t t le  o r no trade o r ex­
change. M odern economy is based 
cn an ever-increasing w o rld  trade 
and in te rna tiona l d iv is ion  o f la ­
bor.

Socialism  is more advanced 
than cap ita lism . I t  m ust develop 
and extend the in te rna tiona l d i­
vis ion o f labor a lready achieved 
under cap ita lism , thereby g iv in g  
g re a te r w e ll-be ing  to  the people 
o f the en tire  globe. U nder socia l­
ism , we w ill not go backward in to  
a self-contained, na tiona l econ­
omy, as S ta lin  w ith  the reaction ­
a ry  theory  o f “ socialism  in  one 
c o u n try ”  proposes, bu t to  even 
g re a te r in te rna tiona lism .

The p ra c tica l resu lts  o f the

theory  o f “ socialism  in  one coun­
t r y ”  Were disastrous to the w o rk ­
ers o f the w orld , inc lud ing  those 
o f the Soviet Union.

W H A T  H A P P E N E D  
TO T H E  C. I.

Since socialism  could, according 
to S ta lin , be achieved i f  the cap i­
ta lis t  countries did no t intervene, 
i t  was no longer v ita l ly  necessary 
fo r  the w orkers o f o ther countries 
to overth row  cap ita lism  in  order 
to achieve socialism  in the USSR. 
A ll th a t was necessary was th a t 
the Soviet U n ion no t be attacked.

F rom  th is  idea i t  was a short 
step to make o-f the Com m unist 
In te rn a tio n a l an o rgan iza tion  
whose p rim a ry  a im  was to  defend 
the Soviet U n ion instead o f over­
th ro w in g  cap ita lism . And from  
th is , i t  was an even sho rte r step 
to make o f the Com m unist In te r ­
na tiona l an o rgan izaztion  whose 
only a im  was to defend the Soviet 
Union.

The defense o f the Soviet Un ion 
is o f course a du ty  o f every w o rk ­
er. E ve ry  a ttack  on the Soviet 
Union by. cap ita lism , w h ich in  its  
search fo r  p ro fits  would like  to 
open the Soviet Union as a m a r­
k e t  fo r  th e ir  goods and as a 
source o f raw  m a te ria l, and to 
enslave the w orkers there, m ust 
be beaten back by the w orkers o f 
the Soviet U n ion and the w o rk ­
ers o f the ca p ita lis t countries.

C A P IT A L IS T  A T T IT U D E  
TO T H E  USSR

The cap ita lis ts  have, besides 
th e ir  economic purposes, a p o li­
t ic a l a im  in  des iring  to  smash 
the Soviet Union. They hate and 
fea r the Soviet Un ion because 
they are a fra id  th a t the  example 
o f the Soviet people who th rew  
ou t the Czars and the cap ita lis ts , 
w il l be an in sp ira tion  to- the w o rk ­
ers o f the c a p ita lis t nations.

B u t the rea l defense o f the So­
v ie t U n ion can on ly come when

the w orkers o f o ther countries o f 
W estern Europe and the U n ited 
States establish th e ir  own gov­
ernm ent and jo in  hands w ith  the 
Soviet U nion. The rea l security  
o f the Soviet Union is w o rld  so­
cia lism . The rea l defenders o f 
the Soviet Union are the f ig h t ­
ing, a n ti-c a p ita lis t w orkers. The 
rea l defense o f the Soviet Union 
is p a rt o f the w orkers s trugg le  
aga inst cap ita lism .

Under the theory th a t he could 
bu ild  a complete socia list society 
i f  he were not attacked, S ta lin  
sold ou t w o rk ing  class movements 
a ll over the w orld  in re tu rn  fo r  
pacts w ith  the c a p ita lis t govern­
ments. He placed his hope in de­
fend ing the Soviet U n ion, no t on 
the w orkers movement a ll over 
the w orld , but on agreements and 
alliances w ith  th is  o r th a t ca p ita l­
is t nation.

These ca p ita lis t powers de­
manded fro m  S ta lin  in re tu rn  fo r  
d ip lom atic  pacts th a t S ta ljn  
th rough  his con tro l o f the Com­
m un is t parties s t if le  the m i l i ­
tancy o f the workers, and eyeh 
pu t down w o rke rs ’ revo lts .

No T ro ts k y is t is opposed to the 
Soviet U n ion m aking pacts w ith  
c a p ita lis t countries. W e are op­
posed to  se lling  ou t the w o rk ing  
class as a price fo r  these pacts. 
A  ca p ita lis t governm ent does not 
change its  reactionary  character 
because i t  signs a pact w ith  the 
Soviet U n ion. I t  is s t i l l  an enemy 
o f the workers, the Soviet Union, 
and o f socialism , and the workers 
m ust continue th e ir  s trugg le  
aga inst it.

E lsewhere in T H E  M IL IT A N T  
Comrade Lyd ia  Beidel in her se­
ries o f a rtic les  on the “ Crimes 
o f S ta lin ”  is te llin g , coun try  by 
country, some o f the consequences 
o f the the o ry  o f “ socialism  in one 
cou n try .”

I  w i l l  ju s t g ive three examples 
to show how the S ta lin is t po licy 

i not on ly  weakens the s trugg le  o f 
the w orkers o f the w orld  bu t also 
the defense o f  the Soviet Union.

T H E  FR A N C O -S O V IE T  PAC T
In  1934, when Germ any under 

H it le r  was a rm ing  its e lf  fo r  the 
present w a r, F rance and the So­
v ie t U n ion signed a m il ita ry  pact

which was directed aga inst Ger­
many.

P a rt o f th is  pact called fo r  the 
cessation o f the s trugg le  o f the 
w orkers in  France against French 
cap ita lism . The French w orkers, 
who could easily have taken gov­
ernm ent power then i f  they had a 

1 correct leadership, were to ld  to 
A ippo it the French cap ita lis ts  

, who were “ fr ie n d ly ”  to the Soviet 
 ̂ Union.

F in a lly , as was to be expected, 
| a f te r  the French w o rk in g  class 
was smashed, F rench cap ita lism  
tu rned  upon the Soviet U n ion and 
broke its  pact w ith  it.

In  A m erica , the w orkers are 
to ld  by the Com m unist P a rty  th a t 
they m ust no t go on s tr ik e  fo r  
be tte r wages or conditions and 
th a t they m ust support Roosevelt 
because Roosevelt and S ta lin  are 
com ing together on the in te rn a ­
tion a l scene. T h is  is S ta lin ’s 
method o f defending the Soviet 
U nion. He does no t bu ild  up the 
W orking class s trugg le  fo r  im m e­
diate gains and fo r  the u ltim a te  
achievement o f socialism . Instead 

j he te lls  the w orkers th rough  his 
I Com m unist P a rty  to fo llo w  Roose- 
| ve lt. The end w il l  be th a t the 

Am erican cap ita lis ts  w i l l  t r y  to 
crush the independent w o rkers ’ 
movement, and then tu rn  upon 
the Soviet Union.

The tra g ic  resu lts  o f tfye theory 
o f socialism  in one coun try  come 
ou t m ost c lea rly  in  re la tion  to 
the present w a r between H it le r  
and the Soviet Union.

In  order to meet H it le r ’s a ttack 
S ta lin  was forced to fo rm  an a l­
liance w ith  B r it is h  im peria lism . 
Everyone knows th a t C hurch ill 
hates the Soviet U n ion and the 
w orkers ’ cause as much as does 
H itle r .  C hurch ill and B r it is h  ca­
p ita lism  seek the defeat o f the 
Soviet Union a t the same tim e 
as the de feat o f H itle r ,  so th a t 
G reat B r ita in  can dom inate the 

| w o rld .

| CHURCHILL AND 
■ THE USSR

C h urch ill w i l l  in ev ita b ly  tu rn  
against the Soviet U n ion. Y et, 
in order to ge t th is  pact w ith  

I C hurch ill, S ta lin  forces the Com­
m unist P a rty  o f G reat B r ita in  to

Behind The Talk About 
Harlem’s 'Crime Wave'
The Boss Press Is Deliberately Whipping 
Up a Campaign Against the Negro People

The only "crime wave”  in Harlem is the wave of poverty, 
unemployment, discrimination, and bad housing. There is noth­
ing new about these “ crimes” ; they have existed for many years.

The decaying system of capitalism means depressions, un­
employment, and miserable living conditions for the workers. 
These things in turn produce crime, juvenile delinquency, etc. 
The o ther congested and un de r-*--------------------------------------------------------
p riv ileged  sections o f the c ity , —  
Low er E ast Side, H e ll’s K itchen, 
South Jamaica, etc., face the 
same problems which have sud­
denly a ttrac ted  so much a tten tion  
in H arlem . Poeketbook snatching, 
kn ifin g s , and p e tty  th ie ve ry  take 
place wherever .young boys w ith  
no jobs, no money, and no decent 
homes to- go to, roam  the streets.

NEGROES F A C E  E V E N  
W ORSE C O N D IT IO N S

B ut the s itua tion  is even worse 
fo r  Negroes. In  add ition  to  over­
crow ding. poverty , and sickness, 
they face the b a rr ie r o f rac ia l 
d isc rim ina tion . The cap ita lis ts  
t r y  to  underm ine opposition to 
th e ir  exp lo ita tion  and p ro fite e r­
ing  by d iv id in g  Negro and w h ite  
workers, by se ttin g  up ba rrie rs  
between them wherever possible.

Thus Negroes are tu rned away 
fro m  jobs because o f the co lor o f 
th e ir  skin . In  spite o f the w a r

Facts and figu res  on these con­
d itions  have been p rin ted  repea t­
edly. M ayor LaG uard ia  is aware 
o f the s itua tion  in  H arlem . Y e t 
the find ings o f the commission 
which he appointed in 1935 to in ­
vestigate, the revea ling  fac ts  on 
economic conditions wh ich the 
commission exposed —  these the 
M ayor suppressed!

A T T IT U D E  OF 
BOSS PAPERS

W hy have the New Y o rk  boss 
papers suddenly g iven so much 
p u b lic ity  to th is  so-called “ crim e 
wave”  in H arlem ? The Negro 
press and various ind iv idua ls  
have co rre c tly  pointed ou t th a t 
th is  is a de liberate a tte m p t by 
the New Y o rk  papers, p a rtic u la r­
ly  the New Y o rk  T im es, to  use 
th is  p u b lic ity  as an attaek against 
the N egro  people as a whole! A l ­
ready i t  has become even harder 
fo r  Negro men and women to ob-

boom, m ost bosses refuse to h ire  £aj n f ew jobs which were open
Negroes in these industries. In  
o-thef fie lds  they are forced in to  
the lowest paid, m ost m enial jobs 
—  regardless o f how sk illed  they 
m ay be.

Consequently poverty  in  H a r­
lem is even more acute than in 
o ther sections o f the c ity . S ick­
ness and m o rta lity  rates are al

to them . T h a t is because the boss 
papers are de libera te ly  crea ting  
the im pression th a t a ll Negroes 
are th ie fs , c rim ina ls , etc.

In  add ition  they are t r y in g  to  
w hitewash themselves. F o r they, 
the boss class w h ich discrim inates 
against Negroes, the landlords

m ost double the rates in  o ther who charge them  exo rb ita n t ren ts 
sections o f the c ity . Rents are ‘ fo r  ra t- in fe s ted  tenements, the 
com para tive ly  the h ighest; hous- au tho rities  who fa i l  to  provide 
ing  conditions are the w orst. The 1 adequate re lie f, schools, and rec- 
uhemployed are denied adequate reation , —  and the boss newspa- 
re lie f. G row ing ch ild ren lack su f- 1 pers who t r y  to  hide these facts, 
fic ie n t schools and recreational j —  they are the rea l c rim ina ls ! 
fa c ilit ie s . 1 They are a fra id  to  te ll the

tru th  about the conditions in  H a r­
lem. They know, as does every 
w o rke r in H arlem , th a t th is  is a 
ba ttle  between the rich  and the 
poor. They fe a r the power o f the 
poor; they fea r above a ll th a t the 
black and w h ite  w orkers w i l l  get 
together to f ig h t  th e ir  m utua l 
enemies.

F IG H T  J IM  CROW !
A ll  o f H a rlem  is aroused today. 

The people know th a t th is  is no 
“ crim e wave” . They know  th a t 
the c rim in a l conditions under 
which they are forced to live  have 
existed fo r  decades. They know 
th a t the bosses, th rough  the 
newspapers and the schools, 
th rough  th e ir  J im -C row  policies' 
in  in dus try , in  the armed forces, 
etc., are t ry in g  to d iv ide the w h ite  
w orkers  and the Negro w orkers.

They have learned th a t no 
change in a d m in is tra tion  can 
solve th e ir  problem s. So now 
meetings are being held th rou gh ­
out H arlem  to p ro test conditions, 
and to see w ha t can be done.

To w in  the f ig h t  aga inst th is  
la tes t wave o f an ti-N e g ro  p ro ­
paganda. the people o f H arlem  
m ust base themselves on a m il i­
ta n t p rogram  o f u n ity  o f Negro 
and w h ite  aga inst J im  Crowism 
and the ca p ita lis t system th a t 
produces and encourages Jim 
Crow ism .

The Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  is 
ho ld ing an open fo rum  th is  F r i ­
day evening, Nov. 21, a t 8:30 
o-’clock, where the problem  w il l  be 
discussed in fu ll .  The main 
speaker w i l l  be Sam F itzge ra ld , 
H arlem  labor and unemployed 
leader, and his speech w il l  be 
fo llow ed by a question and an­
swer and discussion period. A d ­
m ission is free. The m eeting w ill 
be held a t the headquarters o f 
the H arlem  Branch o f the Social­
is t W orkers  P a rty , 72 W . 125th 
S treet.

g ive up its  s trugg le  against 
C hurch ill. S ta lin ism  lu lls  the B r i t ­
ish w orkers to  sleep w ith  fa ir y  
tales about C h urch ill and Eng lish  
im peria lism  and te lls  the w orkers 
they should no t s trugg le  fo r  a 
workers governm ent.

S ta lin  gives th is  in  re tu rn  fo r  
a piece o f paper which b itte r  ex­
perience shows the cap ita lis ts  
have no qualms about te a rin g  up 
and th ro w in g  in  S ta lin ’s face 
a fte r  he has done the d ir ty  w ork.

N o t on ly  does S ta lin  give up 
the s trugg le  aga inst the ca p ita l­
ists o f G reat B r ita in , he does not 
even s trugg le  aga inst the ca p ita l­
is t class o f Germ any, which put 
H it le r  in power. He does not ad­
dress any appeals th rough  the 
Com m unist In te rn a tio n a l to the 
German masses to rise  against 
German cap ita lism  and establish 
a Un ion o f Socia lis t Soviet Re­
publics o f Russia and Germany, 
ie does no t dare do so, because i f  

he did, C h urch ill would object. 
C hurch ill does no t w a n t to  over­
th ro w  German fasc is t cap ita lism ; 
he does no t even w an t th is  idea 
spread around; he wants to e li­
m inate on ly an im p e ria lis t r iv a l, 
not the system o f cap ita lism  i t ­
self.

Because C hurch ill objects the 
S ta lin is t In te rn a tio n a l does not 
c a rry  on e ffec tive  in te rna tiona l 
socia list propaganda aga inst Ger­
man fascism to  arouse the w o rk ­
ers o f Germ any to ove rth row  H it ­
ler, and thereby d is in tegra te  the 
fasc is t rear.

S T A L IN  A N D  T H E  
G E R M A N  W O R KERS

S ta lin  te lls  the German w o rk ­
ers to  ove rth row  H itle r , not w ith  
the idea o f estab lish ing a w o rk ­
ers governm ent in  Germ any but 
w ith  the idea o f b r in g in g  back 
(he ca p ita lis t republic. S ta lin  goes 
on ly  th is  fa r . The German w o rk ­
ers, however, know th a t the cap i­
ta lis t  l-epublic on ly  b rough t un ­
em ploym ent and cris is  to  them. 
They cannot be ra llie d  to  f ig h t  
against H it le r  w ith  the slogan o f 
a cap ita lis t republic.

The ideal o f w o rld  socialism 
th a t insp ired the Russian masses 
in 1917 is the on ly th in g  th a t can 
arouse the G e t  m a n masses 
against H itle r is m . S ta lin , w ith  
his theory  o f “ socialism  in  one 
cou n try ”  and fea r o f an tagon iz ing  
C hurch ill, alienates the German 
workers and peasants, the real 
friends o f the Soviet U n ion, by 
adop ting the ca p ita lis t w a r-p ro ­
gram  o f Roosevelt and C hurch ill 
which holds ou t on ly  a new V er- 
a illes T re a ty  to  the German peo­

ple in  case o f defeat.
The theory o f “ socialism  in  one 

cou n try ”  has resu lted in the de­
fea ts o f the w orkers o f t ile  w o rld  
and the weakening o f the Soviet 
U n ion  th rough  these defeats.

The fu tu re  o f the Soviet U n ion 
depends on the establishm ent o f 
w orkers and fa rm ers  govern­
ments in  Europe. F o r th is  to 
take place the w orkers m us t re ­
je c t the theory  o f “ socialism  in 
one cou n try ”  w h ich has resulted 
in so m any defeats in  the past 
17 years and p u t in  its  place the 
o r ig in a l idea o f the Russian Revo­
lu tion : w o rld  socialism !
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Davies Suddenly 
Remembers About 
The Moscow Trial

— - By Jack W eber — ....

The ex-Am bassador o f the U n ited  States to  
the Soviet U nion, Joseph E. Davies, has been 
s truck  w ith  rem arkab ly  sudden-ligh t. T h is  l ig h t  
made h im  delve in to  his own records on the 
Moscow T ria ls .

U n fo rtu n a te ly  the records were a ll too clear.' 
H is a rtic le  in the A m erican M agazine adm its : 
“ W ith  th is  tho ugh t in m ind I  recen tly  w ent 
th rough m y d ia ry , and, w ith  the perm ission of1 
tlie  State D epartm ent, reread some o f m y reports  
as Am erican Ambassador to Moscow in 1937 and 
1938. Suddenly I  saw the p ic tu re  as I  undoubted­
ly  should have seen i t  a t the tim e in  Russia. 
Much o f the w o rld  construed the fam ous treason 
t r ia ls  and purges fro m  1935 to  1938 to  be ou t­
rageous examples o f barbarism , in g ra titu d e , and 
hysteria . B u t i t  now appears th a t they indicated 
the am azing fa r-s ightedness o f S ta lin  and his 
close associates. In  the l ig h t  o f present facts, 
and a fte r  an exam ination o f the record, the re  
can be no doubt th a t those defendants were, d i­
re c tly  o r in d ire c tly , in  the em ploy o f the German 
and Japanese H ig h  Commands.”

W hat are the present fac ts  to w h ich Davies 
re fers ? He states th a t lie, more than any o ther 
d ip lom at, attended the tr ia ls  and watched th e  
proceedings. H is conclusion a t the tim e  was no 
d iffe re n t fro m  th a t o f the rest o f the w orld . “ In  
m y reports , I  f in d  th a t I  re fe rred  to  the second 
charge (treason and re la tions w ith  those High- 
Commands) qu ite  casually and as o f com parative­
ly  l i t t le  im portance.”  He says th is  no t on ly  o f 
h im se lf bu t o f others present: “ B u t a ll o f  us 
there in Moscow a t the tim e, inc lud ing  the d ip lo ­
mats and the able newspaper correspondents, 
seem to have ‘missed the boat’. I  c e rta in ly  d id .”  
T ha t is to say, Davies judged the tr ia ls  to  be- 
no th ing but fram e-ups a t the tim e. “ We knew 
th a t T ro tsky  had a g re a t m any fo llow ers  in  Rus­
sia. and we regarded the treason tr ia ls  as S ta lin ’s 
methods o f destroy ing his* in te rn a l enemies. T a lk  
o f cooperation w ith  the German and Japanese 
H igh  Commands seemed like  so much b izarre 
w indow-dressing, a facade to cover the liq u id a t­
ing  o f counter-revo lu tionaries .”

Hoiv Davies Arrives at a Conclusion
Here is a dam aging admission indeed. F o rg e t­

t in g  i t  a few  sentences la te r. Davies announces: 
“ They a ll pleaded g u ilty ,  li te ra lly  beating th e ir  
breasts as they heaped g u ilt  upon themselves. 
B ut, as a tra ined  law yer, no t w ith o u t experience 
in tes ting  the c re d ib ility  o f witnesses in  c r im in ­
al tr ia ls , I  watched the defendants’ faces, studied 
th e ir  conduct on the stand, and I  a rrived  a t the 
conclusion th a t the state had unquestionably 
proved its  case.”  W hat an un fo rtu n a te  sentence 
fo r  Davies and his own c re d ib ility ! Davies can 
re fe r on ly  to- the^ faces o f the defendants, no t to 
th e ir  U tte rly  incred ib le stories!

B u t w ha t are the fac ts  th a t made Davies change 
his m ind? The fac ts  are A B C  p o lit ic a l facts. 
Davies never dreamed o f reexam in ing  h is conclu­
sions draw n r ig h t  on the spot d u rin g  the H it le r -  
S ta iin  Pact. On the con tra ry , th a t Pact redoubled 
the convic tion o f the en tire  w o rld  th a t the tr ia ls  
had been a vast fram e-up  fro m  s ta r t  to fin ish . 
The facts th a t changed Davies’ m ind have no th ­
ing  to  do- w ith  the tr ia ls . They have to  do w ith  
the Switch in  w a r alliances when H it le r  invaded 
Russia. The “ fa c ts ”  are th a t S ta lin  has become 
the  a lly  o f G reut B r ita in  and the U n ited  States.

P o litics  makes strange bedfellow s! Davies and 
Roosevelt have become bedfellows o f S ta lin ’s. 
The "dem ocracies”  w i l l  prove th e ir  good fa ith  t o . 
S ta lin . They w i l l  g ive h im  no t on ly  m a te ria l aid, 
bu t p o lit ic a l aid as w e ll. The A llie s  m ay no t 
establish a “ western fnpn t”  in  a h u r ry  a t the 
request o f the K re m lin  d ic ta to r. B u t a l i t t le  
smoke-screen to help reh ab ilita te  a badly-d iscred­
ited S ta lin  in the eyes o f the “ pu b lic ”  —  th a t is 

i  a sm all expense.
The decisive fa c to r in  the m ind o f the im pe­

r ia lis t  d ip lom at is the fa c t th a t when H it le r  a t­
tacked the Soviet U n ion , no F if th  Column was 
there to come to  H it le r ’s aid. S ta lin  had r id  
Russia o f th is  F if th  Column in  advance. B u t the 
D a ily  W orker said th is  long before Davies. The- 
troub le  is th a t the “ in te rp re ta tio n ”  proves too 
much. The appearance o f any k ind  o f F if th  Col­
umn which m ig h t have been linked  w ith  the v ic ­
tim s o f S ta lin ’s purges, would have been fa r  bet­
te r  “ p ro o f” . There is no F if th  Column to  a id  
H it le r  and there  never was one! The on ly F if th  
Column is the gang in  the K re m lin  th a t gave 
l i t le r  every a id  up to  the m om ent he invaded 

•ssia. Silence on th a t score cannot w ipe away 
th a t devasta ting  fac t.

B u t there  is the o ther sad fa c t, th a t w ith  so 
“ splendid”  a un ited f r o n t  aga inst the fasc is t in ­
vader, the Red A rm y  has been forced to  re tre a t 
and y ie ld  the m a jo r p a rt o f European Russia w ith  
tw o -th ird s  o f a l l the heavy in d u s try  bu ilt, a t such 
tremendous sacrifices. One g re a t fa c to r th a t ex­
plains th a t fa c t is precise ly S ta lin ’s beheading 
o f the Red A rm y  in  the f r ig h t fu l purges. H is 
k il l in g  o f the en tire  tops as w e ll as o f an o ffice r 
corps num bering as m any as th irty -tho usan d  men 
le ft  the Soviet A rm y  w ith o u t those who could 
have stood up to  H it le r ’s m il ita ry  s tra tegy .

S ta lin  fa iled  m iserab ly to  convince the w o rk ­
ing  class o f the w o rld  th a t the en tire  Bolshevik' 
cadre b u ilt  by Lenin were tra ito rs  to  socialism  
and to  the Soviet Union. B u t the w orkers  m ay 
now be a t rest. They m ay now accept the S ta lin is t 
version w ith o u t any more qualms o f conscience. 
A n  A m erican ambassador, no less, had his doubts, 
bu t his fu r th e r  cog ita tions (a t so opportune a 
tim e  too !) revealed the  tru e  l ig h t  to  h im , and’ 
th rough  h im  to the res t o f the w o rld .

The tru th  is th a t in th is  ve ry  fa rce  S ta lin ism  
dem onstrates anew its  bankruptcy. I t  m ust de­
pend on these im p e ria lis t hacks to  w h itew ash i t  
and to a tte m p t to rev ive its  c red it in  the eyes 
o f the masses. B u t how u n fo rtuna te  th a t Davies 
was foo lish  enough (a lthough  he could n o t have 
helped h im s e lf!)  to reveal h is op in ion a t the  tim e  
o f the tr ia ls  themselves. -The p o lit ic a l expediency 
o f the Am bassador’s a rtic le , to  appease S ta lin , 
sticks ou t fro m  every side.
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JOIN US IN FIGHTING FOR:
1. M ilita ry  tra in ing  o f workers, financed 

by the government, but under control 
o f the trade imions. Special officers’ 
tra in ing  camps, financed by the gov­
ernm ent but controlled by the trade  
unions, to tra in  workers to become 
officers.

2 . Trade union wages fo r  a ll workers 
drafted into  the arm y.

3 . F u ll equality fo r  Negroes in  the armed  
forces and the war industries— Down  
w ith Jim  Crowism everywhere.

4. A  peoples’ referendum  on any and a ll 
wars.

5 . Confiscation o f a ll war profits. E xpro­
priation  o f a ll war industries and th e ir  
operation under workers’ control.

6 . F o r a rising scale o f wages to m eet the 
rising cost o f living.

7. W orkers Defense Guards against vig­
ilante and fascist attacks.

8 . A n Independent Labor Party based on 
the Trade Unions.

9 . A W orkers’ and Farm ers’ Govern­
m ent.

The 28 Defendants 
Need Your Help Now !

The government prosecutors last week 
completed the presentation o f the ir fram e  
up ‘evidence’ against the Socialist W o rk ­
ers Party and Local 5 4 4 - 0 0  members in  
the M inneapolis ‘seditious conspiracy’ 
tria l.

By now it has become clear that Roose­
velt and his Departm ent o f Justice, using 
a ll the power and resources o f the fed ­
eral governm ent, are determ ined to ra il­
road the 2 8  defendants to prison fo r  
terms up to 16 years fo r  the ‘crimes’ o f 
opposing the adm inistration’s war po li­
cies, o f being m ilitan t fighters fo r  labor, 
o f exercising th e ir rights o f free  speech 
and press to oppose capitalism, its wars 
and fascist reaction, and to advocate a 
w orld socialist system o f peace and se­
curity.

This prosecution represents one o f the 
most dangerous and brazen threats to 
civ il rights and workers’ liberties in  
Am erican history. T h e  prosecutors have 
stated openly that they intend to get con­
victions on the basis, above a ll, o f the  
views and opinions o f the defendants.

Am ong the views which the govern­
m ent represents as particu larly  ‘fe lon­
ious’, are the defendants’ beliefs that this 
governm ent is ‘im peria listic ’, that the  
workers should fight unceasingly fo r  
th e ir rights and ‘demand m ore and m ore’, 
that labor organizations must be prepared  
to defend themselves fro m  fascist attacks 
and vigilante violence, that labor has a 
duty to advocate im proved conditions fo r  
the soldiers, that compulsory arb itration  
is against the interests o f the workers.

I f  the government succeeds in  its 
fram eup o f these 2 8  w orking class lead­
ers, it  w ill have established a precedent 
by means o f which the guarantees con­
tained in  the B ill o f Rights o f the United  
States Constitution can be wiped out a l­
together. No w orker w ill then dare, w ith­
out facing the risk o f savage government­
a l reprisal, to advocate independent, m ili­
tant unionism  o r to read and circulate  
politica l ideas contrary to those o f the ad­
m inistration in  power.

This tr ia l threatens in fin ite ly  danger­
ous consequences fo r  a ll labor, fo r  a ll 
progressive men and women the country  
over. In  the deepest sense, this is m ore  
than a tria l o f 2 8  individuals; it  is a tria l 
o f the most cherished democratic p rin ­
ciples won and m aintained by the blood 
and struggle o f the m illions o f common  
people, workers and poor farm ers.

That is why the fight o f the defend­

ants fo r  th e ir freedom  is equally the  
fight fo r  freedom  o f a ll the masses o f 
Am erican people.

That is why every w orker, every pro­
gressive ind ividual must come to the aid 
o f the defendants —  N O W  —  before it 
is too late. The  defendants are in  des­
perate need o f funds. The  legal assist­
ance, the transcriptions o f the lengthy  
court records, the research w ork essen­
tia l fo r  the defense are creating stagger­
ing expenses. The  defendants and th e ir  
fam ilies are penniless, w ithout means o f 
self-support during the long weeks o f the  
tria l.

You must act now —  sacrifice to the  
lim it. D o your share in  the fight fo r  fu n ­
damental rights that is being conducted 
so courageously and uncom prom isingly  
by the 2 8  defendants in  M inneapolis.

Rush financial contributions at once to 
the C iv il Rights Defense Com m ittee, 160  
F ifth  Avenue, New Y o rk  City. D on ’t de­
lay one day! Rush Funds N O W !

Talking About 
Hitler’s Methods

Roosevelt’s statement, made to the White I louse 
conference of mine union and steel corporation 
officials last week, that a government decision 
favoring the union shop for the "captive”  mine 
workers "would be too much like the H itle r meth­
ods toward labor,”  was rank demagogy.

Roosevelt claims he does not want to “ order 
the closed shop” in the steel corporations’ coal 
mines. In reality, he seeks to order the open shop 
for the organized 95 per cent of “ captive”  mine 
workers, by denying them the right to strike for 
the union shop. This, i f  anything, smacks of H it­
ler’s methods.

H itle r’s methods arc anti-labor in their very es­
sence. 11 is first act on coming to power was to 
outlaw the right to strike. That is, in fact, the 
first plank in the program of fascism, which is 
nothing but the naked dictatorship of monopoly 
capitalism established to annihilate the workers’ 
independent organizations and render the work­
ing class powerless to tight for its rights and con­
ditions.

In both Ita ly  and Germany, it  was the steel 
trust barons who provided most of the finances for 
the' fascist movements and who supported the rise 
of Mussolini and H itler to power. Their objec­
tives were the same as those of the American steel 
barons whom Roosevelt is serving today. They 
wished to destroy the workers’ unions. By strength­
ening the hand of the steel open-shoppers, by 
giving them a club with which to batter and weak­
en the unions in the coal and steel industries, 
Roosevelt is simply paving the way for that sys­
tem of American fascism which the steel masters 
in this country, like their German and Italian 
counterparts, w ill seek to impose on the workers 
tomorrow.

As the government prepares for its totalitarian 
conduct of the war, its methods toward labor 
more and more emulate H itle r’s. It tries to hand­
cuff organized labor, destroy the right to strike, 
and impose its dictatorship over the unions with 
armed force or the threat of armed force.

And just as Roosevelt hides his imperialist war 
aims behind "an ti-H itle r”  slogans, so he attempts 
to disguise his vicious onslaughts against labor by 
falsely representing them as being in opposition 
to "H itle r ’s methods.”

More Taxes On The 
Workers Are Coming

'I he extortionate taxes imposed on the workers 
by the recently adopted federal tax b ill w ill seem 
light indeed by comparison with the crushing bur­
den of war taxes yet to come.

This last tax measure, most onerous in American 
history, exacts taxes on incomes as low as $750 
annually and digs deep into the low-wage earners’ 
pockets for excise levies, while leaving corpora­
tion war profits v irtua lly  untouched.

Many workers have, had hope that the capitalist 
government would place a ceiling on the tax rob­
bery of the poor and demand some sort of “ equal 
sacrifice”  from the rich, particularly after Secre­
tary of the Treasury Morganthau’s demagogic 
statement about taxing all corporation profits over 
six per cent.

The Roosevelt Administration has already 
smashed such hopes. Its latest tax recommendation 
is for a 15 per cent direct tax on wages, deducted 
in advance by employers. This is called putting 
the workers on a "budget”  and making the pay­
ment of taxes "easier” .

Meanwhile, the monopoly corporations can con­
tinue to pile up their swollen war profits, which 
for the first nine months of this year have reached 
the highest peak in American history.

I f  the workers were to offer a counter-demand 
that they be given the right to examine the cor­
porations’ books and deduct direct advance taxes 
from the corporations, there would be maniacal 
howls all the way from W all Street to Capitol 
H ill.

But that is exactly one of the things the work­
ers should demand and fight for. Let the rich, who 

profit from the war, pay fo r it !

Trotsky Showed How To 
Defend The Soviet Union
Not Support of the Imperialists In the War, But Relentless 
Class Struggle Against Them Is Only Way to Save Workers State

The Crimes 
O f Stalin
—  By Lydia Beidel—

More than 24 years after the October Revolution, the Soviet* 
masses are engaged in a life and death struggle to defend the 
first workers state against its imperialist enemies. In spite of the 
heroism and sacrifice they are displaying, they have suffered 
terrible reverses.

What is the correct policy of defense? Should workers in
the U n ited  States and B r ita in  call 
fo r  the opening o f a “ western 
f ro n t ” ? W ould th a t a id  o r h u r t  
the defense o f the USSR?

T ro ts k y  posed these questions 
in  the  m anifesto, “ W ar and the 
F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l”  (19 34 ),and 
answered them. Those answers 
re ta in  th e ir  f u l l  force and pe r­
tinence to  th is  day, when the S ta­
lin is ts , whose p o l i c i e s  have 
b rough t the USSR  to the ve ry  
b r in k  o f catastrophe, are c lam or­
ing fo r  a "w estern fro n t”  by 
the im p e ria lis ts  as the on ly  
means o f p reven ting  the  defeat 
o f the w orkers  state. We p r in t  
here the section o f the document 
dealing w ith  these questions:

“ In  the e x is tin g  s itua tion  an 
a lliance o f the  USSR w ith  an im ­
p e ria lis t s ta te  o r w ith  one im pe­
r ia l is t  com bination aga inst an­
other, in  case o f w a r, cannot a t 
a ll be considered as excluded. 
U nder the pressure o f c ircum ­
stances a tem po ra ry  a lliance o f 
th is  k ind  m ay become an iro n  
necessity, w ith o u t ceasing, how­
ever, because o f it ,  to  be o f the 
grea test danger both to  the 
USSR and to the w o rld  revo lu ­
tion .

T A S K S  O F T H E  W ORKERS
“ The in te rna tiona l p ro le ta r ia t 

w ill no t decline to  defend the 
USSR even i f  the la tte r  should 
find its e lf  forced in to  a m il ita ry  
a lliance w ith  some im peria lis ts  
aga inst others. B u t in  th is  case, 
even m ore than in  any other, the 
in te rna tiona l p ro le ta r ia t m ust 
safeguard its  complete p o lit ic a l 
independence fro m  Soviet d ip lo ­
macy and thereby also fro m  the 
bureaucracy o f the T h ird  In te r ­
national.

“ Rem ain ing the determ ined and 
devoted defender o f the w o rke rs ’

s tate in  the s trugg le  w ith  im p e ri­
a lism  the in te rn a tio n a l p ro le t­
a r ia t  w i l l  not, however, become 
an a lly  o f the im p e ria lis t a llies of 
the USSR. The p ro le ta r ia t o f a 
c a p ita lis t coun try  w h ich  finds  i t ­
se lf in  an alliance w ith  the USSR 
m ust re ta in  fu l ly  and com plete ly 
its  irreconcilab le  h o s tility  to  the 
im p e ria lis t governm ent o f its  own 
country . In  th is  sense its  po licy 
w i l l  no t d if fe r  fro m  th a t o f the 
p ro le ta r ia t in  a cou n try  f ig h t in g  
aga inst the USSR. B u t in  the na­
tu re  o f p ra c tica l actions consider­
able d ifferences m ay arise de­
pending on the concrete w a r s it ­
uation. F o r instance, i t  would be 
absurd and c r im in a l in  case o f 
w ar between the USSR and Jap­
an fo r  the  A m erican p ro le ta r ia t 
to sabotage the sending o f A m e r­
ican m un itions  to the USSR. B u t 
the p ro le ta r ia t o f a coun try  f ig h t­
in g  aga inst the USSR w ould be 
absolute ly obliged to  re s o rt to 
actions o f th is  s o rt —  strikes, 
sabotage, etc.

“ A  R E A L  A L L IA N C E ”
“ In tra n s ig e n t p ro le ta rian  oppo­

s itio n  to  the im p e ria lis t a lly  o f 
the USSR m ust develop on the 
one hand, on the basis o f in te r ­
na tiona l class po licy, on the 
other, on the basis o f the im pe­
r ia l is t  aim s o f the g iven govern­
ment, the treacherous character 
o f th is  ‘a lliance’ , its  speculation 
on c a p ita lis t ove rtu rn  in  the 
USSR, etc. The po licy o f a p ro ­
le ta ria n  p a r ty  in  an ‘a llie d ’ as 
w e ll as in  an enemy im p e ria lis t 
cou n try  should the re fo re  be d i­
rected towards the revo lu tiona ry  
ove rth row  o f the bourgeoisie and 
the seizure o f power. O nly in  th is  
way can a rea l a lliance w ith  the 
USSR be created and the f irs t

w orkers ’ state be saved fro m  dis­
aster.

“ W ith in  the USSR w a r against 
im p e ria lis t in te rven tion  w i l l  un­
doubtedly provoke a veritab le  
ou tbu rs t o f genuine f ig h t in g  en­
thusiasm. A l l  the contrad ictions 
and antagonism s w i l l  seem over­
come or a t any ra te  relegated to 
the background. The young gen­
era tions o f w o rkers  and peasants 
th a t emerged fro m  the revo lu tion  
w ill reveal on the fie ld  o f ba ttle  
a colossal dynam ic power. Cen­
tra lized  in du s try , despite its  lacks 
and shortcom ings, w i l l  reveal 
g re a t su p e rio r ity  in  se rv ing  w a r 
needs. The governm ent o f the 
USSR has undoubtedly created 
g rea t stores o f food supplies su f­
fic ie n t fo r  the f ir s t  period o f w ar. 
The general s ta ffs  o f the  im pe­
r ia lis t  states c le a rly  rea lize, o f 
course, th a t in  the Red A rm y  they 
w ill meet a po w e rfu l adversary, 
the s trugg le  w ith  whom w i l l  re ­
qu ire  long in te rva ls  o f tim e and 
te r r if ic  s tra in in g  o f forces.

“ B u t prec ise ly  the pro tracted 
nature o f the w a r w i l l  in ev ita b ly  
reveal the con trad ic tions o f the 
tra n s itio n  economy o f the USSR 
w ith  its  bureaucratic p la n n in g ...

“ The p o litica l conclusions fo l­
low ing  fro m  th is  are obvious: a) 
on ly  the p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion  in 
the W est can save the USSR as 
the w o rke rs ’ s tate in  case o f a 
long p ro tracted  w a r; b) the prep­
a ra tion  fo r  a pro le ta rian  revo lu­
tion  in  ‘f r ie n d ly ’, ‘a llie d ’  as w e ll 
as enemy countries is conceivable 
in ly  w ith  the com plete independ­
ence o f the w o rld  p ro le ta rian  
vanguard  fro m  the Soviet b u r­
eaucracy; c) the unconditional 
support o f the USSR against the 
im p e ria lis t arm ies m ust go hand 
in  hand w ith  re vo lu tio n a ry  M a rx ­
is t  c ritic ism  o f the w a r and the 
d ip lom atic  po licy  o f the Soviet 
governm ent, and w ith  the fo rm a ­
tio n  inside o f the USSR o f a rea l 
revo lu tiona ry  p a rty  o f Bolshevik- 
Len in is ts .”

June 30, 1934.

'

How British ‘Democracy’ 
Works In South Africa

By JE R R Y  K IR K

I f  you want to learn something of the real meaning of 
British “ democracy” , get a job in South Africa. I ’ve just re­
turned from there. You won't frighten the South African na­
tives with threats of Hitler. They’ve got a very special I lell of 
their own, and all of it the creation of British imperialism.

It took six days before the ship 1 was on could tie up 
at the docks in Capetown, South Africa. The port was over­
crowded with ships because of the tremendous traffic, now de­
toured around the Cape, w h ich  ♦  '

various o th e r South A fr ic a n  c i­
ties I  v is ited , and one th in g  in  
these papers s truck  me fo rc ib ly . 
E ve ry  one contained appeals fo r  
funds to  f ig h t  tuberculosis. These 
funds, o f course, a rc  fo r  the 
wh ites. We can im agine w h a t the 
devastation o f T B  is lik e  among 
the natives —  fo r  whom  there 
are no appeals fo r  funds.

A l l  the heavy physica l labor is 
done by the natives. They work 
fro m  dawn to  dusk fo r  one meal 
a day —  a bow l o f mush. In  one 
A m erican -owned m ine there are 
200,000 natives employed a t a 
wage o f 10 cents a day.

p r io r  to  the w a r w ent th rou gh  
the Suez C a n a l.'

In  Capetown the na tive  long ­
shoremen came aboard the ship, 
20 to a hatch. A lthough , as I  
la te r found out, these are the 
h ighest paid na tive  w orkers, they 
were clothed in  the  m ost m iser­
able rags, bu rlap  sacking, shreds 
o f c lo th . They begged the crew 
members fo r  discarded c lo th ing , 
ragged dungarees o r a scrap o f 
s h ir t. Shoes, no m a tte r how to rn  
and w orn , were a treasure.

The longshorem en ate th e ir  
food on deck in  f ro n t  o f us. I t  
was some indescribable m ushy
m ix tu re  w h ich  m ig h t tu rn  the 
stomach o f a hog.

I t  was n o t in  Capetown, how­
ever, where I  saw the w o rs t con­
d itions. W h a t we saw as we p ro ­
ceeded up the  E ast Coast, a t P o rt 
E lizabeth, E as t London, Durban, 
etc., made conditions in  Cape­
town, v ile  as they are, appear a l­
m ost decent by comparison.

In  E as t London, fo r  instance, 
gangs o f na tive  ch ild ren came 
around. I  learned th a t these 
deck when I  learned th a t these 
ch ildren, between the ages o f six 
to eleven, were w o rk in g  in  the 
holds o f our ship.

The ravages o f tuberculosis 
were p la in ly  v is ib le  in  the faces 
and bodies o f the  natives. T B  is 
one o f the g re a t scourges which 
“ c iv iliz a tio n ”  has b ro ug h t the 
A fr ic a n  na tives; the hunger and 
f ilth  w h ich  is th e ir  lo t  is a pe r­
fect breeding ground fo r  th is  d is­
ease o f poverty .

The disease is ram p an t even 
am ong the poor w h ites, whose 
standard o f l iv in g  is on ly  a few  
notches above th a t o f the native 
colored peoples. I  read a num ber 

o f papers in  E as t London, and the

H E A D -T A X  SYSTEM
The means th a t B r it is h  im pe­

ria lism  employs to force the na­
tives in to  these slave jobs is a 
head-tax. E ve ry  na tive  is com­
pelled to  pay a ta x  o f a pound 
a year, about fo u r  do lla rs A m e r­
ican.

I f  a na tive  fa ils  to  pay th is  
ta x  he goes to  a ha rd -labo r p ris -

n camp. I f  he is lu c k y  enough 
to surv ive  th is  experience, he is 
u n lik e ly  to  sk ip  pay ing  the tax  
again.

In  E as t London, across the 
r iv e r  fro m  the  docks, I  saw one 
o f these slave camps, a quarry , 
where the  prisoners are driven 
by b ru ta l armed guards a t an 
inhum an pace in  the b ro ilin g  sun. 
The reports  o f su rv ivo rs  o f these 
prisons have c ircu la ted  among 
the natives, who have thus come 
to  p re fe r the d raw n -ou t pun ish­
m ent o f s ta rva tio n  and “ fre e ”  
to il, to  the  to rtu re s  o f the prison 
camps.

The na tive  peoples are consid­
ered and trea ted  as non-humans 
by the w h ite  ru le rs. There is to ta l 
segregation and d isc rim ina tion .

Three N egro mess boys fro m

ou r ship w en t ashore a t Cape­
town. They re tu rned  in  a very 
b it te r  mood. They expla ined to 
me th a t the segregation and d is­
c rim ina tio n  are even worse than  
in  any p a rt o f our own Bourbon 
South. They w ould n o t go ashore 
again. The natives o f South A f r i ­
ca have never heard o f the  “ fo u r 
freedom s.”

I  attended a show ing o f the 
A m erican m oving p ic tu re  “ B oy ’s 
Tow n”  in  the li ly -w h ite  movie 
the a tre  in  E as t London. In  one 
scene, a l i t t le  colored boy was 
shown s it t in g  w ith  some w h ite  
boys. W hen th is  scene flashed on 
the screen, there  was a loud gasp 
fro m  the  audience. They were 
h o rr if ie d  a t the  idea o f a colored 
boy being shown s it t in g  together 
w ith  w h ites.

B u t i t  rem ained fo r  the th ings 
we witnessed in  A m erican and 
B ritish -ow ned Portuguese E ast 
A fr ic a  to  show me to  w h a t depths 
o f m ise ry  and e xp lo ita tion  the 
A fr ic a n  natives are driven  by im ­
peria lism .

There I  saw the  natives to il in g  
fo r s ix  cents a day, l iv in g  in d is­
ease-ridden ju n g le  camps. I  saw 
the na tive  w orkers  la bo ring  on 
the ore piles in  bare fe e t in  Lo- 
renco M arques and B ie ra , where 
i t  is 90 to  100 degrees in  the 
“ w in te r.”  The pavem ents there 
are so ho t the y  burned th rough  
the soles o f m y shoes.

S ta rva tion  is so te rr ib le  in 
th is  colony th a t  i t  was n o t an un­
common s ig h t to  sec natives arm - 
deep in  the garbage and refuse 
ba rre ls  g rubb ing  fo r  food. I  saw 
uore  than  oTie na tive  pass out 

on the s tree t fro m  sta rva tion . I  
never saw a m iddle-aged o r old 
native. The w o rk  is too g ru e llin g  
and th e ir  conditions o f l iv in g  too 
appa lling . They die lik e  f lic s  in 
a w in te r w ind.

T h is  was m y f i r s t  t r ip  to  A f r i ­
ca, and m y  f i r s t  personal g lim pse 
o f B r it is h  im peria lism . I  saw 
enough on th is  one t r ip  to  fu l ly  
understand w h a t the “ democra­
cies”  are re a lly  f ig h t in g  fo r . And 
i t ’s no d iffe re n t than  w h a t H it le r  
is s tr iv in g  a fte r . I t  is  fo r  the 
robbery o f colonies, and the ex­
p lo ita tio n  o f the  na tive  peoples.

I I I .  S T A L IN  B EH E A D S  T H E  C H IN E S E  
R E V O L U T IO N , 1 9 2 5 -2 7

In  C h ina: The s tru g g le  o f the masses aga inst feuda l 
oppression and fo re ig n  im peria lism  took on a new 
fo rm  in  1923; the p ro le ta r ia t underwent a rap id  in ­
dependent development, o rg an iza tio na lly  and p o lit ic ­
a lly . Trade unions mushroomed and s tr ikes  g rew  in 
number and size, ta k in g  on a d is tin c tly  p o lit ic a l qua l­
ity . B y  1925, un ion m em bership in  China was h igher 
than in  Russia in  October, 1917. Tremendous general 
strikes shook the m ain in d u s tr ia l centers; the  peasant 
masses and m iddle classes were in  re v o lt;  B r it is h , 
Japanese and A m erican im p e ria lism  were on the de­
fensive. P o litica l leadership o f China’s un rest la y  in  
the Kuom in tang , a p a rty  o f na tiona l lib e ra tio n  fo rm ed 
by Sun Yat-Sen.

In  the  C om in te rn : Le n in ’s la s t illness removed h im  
from  active  leadersh ip ; T ro ts k y  fo u g h t adam antly  
against the threatened m ishand ling  o f the  Chinese 
s itua tion , bu t was com ple te ly isolated by S ta lin , w e ll 
along in  his a n ti-T ro ts k y is m  cam paign. T ro ts k y  p re ­
sented his c r it ic is m  in  a b r i l l ia n t  series o f a rtic les  
en titled  Lessons o f the  Chinese Revolution.

In  the Theses o f the  Second Congress o f the Com­
m un is t In te rn a tio n a l (1920), Len in  fo rm u la ted  B o l­
shevik po licy  on the Chinese revo lu tion .

O rien ta l pa rties  o f the  C. I .  were urged to  enter 
in to  un ited f ro n t  movements w ith  organized sections 
o f non-p ro le ta rian  oppressed classes (peasantry, u r ­
ban m iddle class), a lw ays, however, “ p reserv ing  the 
independent character o f the  p ro le ta ria n  movement, 
even though i t  be s t i l l  in  its  em bryonic s ta te .”  
S T A L IN ’S IN V E N T IO N :

S ta lin  in  1925 invented a new p o lit ic a l concept: 
the “ bloc o f fo u r  classes”  (p ro le ta r ia t, peasantry, 
p e tty  bourgeoisie, and a section o f the na tive  b ig  
bourgeoisie).

A p p lica tio n  o f S ta lin ’s ideas could have b u t one prac­
t ic a l re su lt: to  bind the  re vo lu tio n a ry  p ro le ta r ia t to  
the program  o f the na tive  c a p ita lis t class. Such a 
concept springs fro m  a gross and c r im in a l m is judg - 
m ent o f the Chinese revo lu tion  as pu re ly  bourgeois- 
dem ocratic in  na ture  —  the M enshevik e rro r o f 1917 
repeated by S ta lin  in  the case o f China.

Len in  ta u g h t th a t the na tive  c a p ita lis t class o f a 
colon ia l coun try  is to rn  between its  desire to  f ig h t  
o f f  fo re ign  im p e ria lis t dom ination and its  fe a r o f the 
w o rke r and peasant masses a t home. Experience has 
proven th a t the fe a r o f un leashing the masses fo r  re ­
v o lt  aga inst im p eria lism  is  g re a te r in  the la s t ana­
lys is  than the desire fo r  independence fro m  fo re ign  
dom ination , and th a t the na tive  cap ita lis ts  o f such 
countries t r y  to  b e tra y  the exp lo ited classes.
T H E  R E V O L U T IO N  B E G IN S :

1925 opened tw o  bloody years o f Chinese s trugg le  
aga inst na tive  and fo re ig n  c a p ita lis t oppression, in  
wh ich the m em bership o f the C. P. took heroic p a rt, 
though prevented fro m  assum ing p o lit ic a l leadership 
by  S ta lin  and his henchmen in  China.

In  January, 1924, S ta lin  sent the  en tire  membership 
o f the Chinese C. P. (as in d iv idu a ls ) in to  the K uo- 
m in tang , a “ four-c lass p a r ty ”  ready-m ade fo r  h im . 
Borodin, S ta lin ’s agent, was sent to  China to  c a rry  
ou t the line. F rom  then on, members o f the C. P. 
were subservient to  the d isc ip line  o f the  lib e ra l 
bourgeoisie.

On M arch 20, 1926, General Chiang Kai-Shek, re p ­
resenta tive  o f the Chinese c a p ita lis t class, who had 
been f l i r t in g  w ith  the  S ta lin is t C. I .  since Sun Y a t-  
Sen’s death, staged a coup d ’e ta t and assumed lead­
ersh ip o f the K uom in tang . He im m ed ia te ly  la id  down 
s tr in g e n t ru les p a ra lyz ing  the  ac tiv itie s  o f the  C. P. 
members in  h is p a r ty ;  B orod in -S ta lin  agreed. Chiang 
outlawed the m ag n ificen t Canton s tr ike s ; B orod in- 
S ta lin  acceeded. C h iang launched his N o rth e rn  cam­
paign, us ing C. I .  propagandists as- a fro n t .  W orkers, 
under the C. I . ’s m isleadersh ip, flocked to  the  w a r­
lo rd ’s support. He thanked them  by des troy ing  th e ir  
unions. N o t a w ord o f w a rn in g  came fro m  the Com­
m un is t P a r ty  under S ta lin  th a t Chiang K ai-S hek, re p ­
resentative o f the na tive  c a p ita lis t class, would tu rn  
on the w orkers  and peasants.

S t i l l  the fe v e r o f rebe llion  rose. The ro le  o f the 
C. P. o f China was lim ite d  to  f ig h t in g  in  the s p ir i t  
o f  C h iang ’s f i r s t  slogan: “ A  20% reduction  in  re n t.”  
T ro ts k y  pe rs is ten tly  demanded th a t the C. P. w ith ­
d raw  fro m  the K uo m in ta ng  and conduct an independ­
en t s trugg le  fo r  the fo rm a tio n  o f Soviets.

The crassest expression o f the S ta lin is t po licy  ap­
peared in  a m an ifesto  issued by  the Chinese C. P., 
say ing : “ We m ust c a rry  on a m in im um  o f class 
s trugg le . . .”
D E F E A T  A N D  D IS A S T E R :

In  F ebruary , 1927, as he w a ited  to en ter Shanghai, 
General Chiang delivered a pogrom  speech aga inst 
the C. P. Reply came in  the fo rm  o f ins truc tions  
fro m  M andalian, C. P. leader, o rde ring  the  p a r ty  
“ no t to  provoke C h iang”  and “ in  case o f extrem e 
necessity to  b u ry  th e ir  arm s.”  S ta lin  and Chiang ex­
changed autographed p ic tu res. The C. P. and the 
K uo m in ta ng  issued a jo in t  s ta tem ent ca llin g  fo r  u n ity  
behind Chiang.

Chiang entered Shanghai, welcomed by the  masses 
who were m isguided and lu lle d  by  C. P. po licy . He 
qu ick ly  established connections w ith  the  im p e ria lis ts , 
and on A p r i l 12, 1927, he s truck, l i te ra lly  hack ing  the 
m il ita n t  w o rk in g  class m ovem ent to  pieces. A l l  trade  
unions and the C. P. were d riven  underground.

In  an a tte m p t to  save face, S ta lin  now a t la s t an­
nounced th a t the Chinese revo lu tion  had re a lly  begun 
and in fluenced the  Canton p a r ty  in  December, 1927, 
to  organize an ill- t im e d  and po o rly  prepared up ris in g . 
B u t the w o rke rs ’ o rgan iza tions were now, thanks to  
S ta lin , bew ildered o r smashed, and the Canton' Soviet 
a fte r  th ree days was drowned in  blood.
E F FE C TS  ON T H E  C H IN E S E  C. P.

The Com m unist P a rty  o f China g rew  between 1925 
and 1927 fro m  800 to  over 60,000 members, m ost o f 
whom  were p ro le ta rians . I t  enjoyed the  suppo rt o f 
the g re a t mass o f the peasantry. On Novem ber 8, 
1928, a c irc u la r issued by the  C entra l Com m ittee o f 
the Chinese C. P. s ta ted : “ The p a r ty  does n o t have 
a single hea lthy  p a r ty  nucleus among the in d u s tr ia l 
w o rke rs .”  B y  1930, less tha n  2% o f the  membership 
was p ro le ta rian . The unions were smashed. C a p ita l­
is t  te r ro r  aga inst w o rk e r and peasant raged.

S ta lin , o rgan izer o f p ro le ta ria n  defeats, had helped 
to  behead the Chinese re vo lu tion  and g ive new li fe  
to  im p e ria lism  in  the  O rien t.


